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International Training
for Elders and Responsible Ones
(Spring 2011)

General Subject:

THE CENTRAL LINE OF THE BIBLE

PREFACE

1. This book is intended as an aid to believers in developing a daily time of morning revival with

the Lord in His word. At the same time, it provides a limited review of the International
Training for Elders and Responsible Ones on “The Central Line of the Bible” held in Anaheim,
California, April 1-3, 2011. Through intimate contact with the Lord in His word, the believers
can be constituted with life and truth and thereby equipped to prophesy in the meetings of the
church unto the building up of the Body of Christ.

. The content of this book is taken from the published training outlines, the text and footnotes of
the Recovery Version of the Bible, selections from the writings of Witness Lee and Watchman
Nee, and Hymns, all of which are published by Living Stream Ministry.

. The book is divided into weeks. One training message is covered per week. Each week
presents first the message outline, followed by six daily portions, a hymn, and then some space
for writing. The message outline has been divided into days, corresponding to the six daily
portions. Each daily portion covers certain points and begins with a section entitled “Morning
Nourishment.” This section contains selected verses and a short reading that can provide rich
spiritual nourishment through intimate fellowship with the Lord. The “Morning Nourishment”
is followed by a section entitled “Today’s Reading,” a longer portion of ministry related to the
day’s main points. Each day’s portion concludes with a short list of references for further
reading and some space for the saints to make notes concerning their spiritual inspiration,
enlightenment, and enjoyment to serve as a reminder of what they have received of the Lord
that day.

. We recommend the use of the iSilo reader annotation function (on devices where it is

supported) for composing a short prophecy. This prophecy can be composed by considering all

of our daily notes, the “harvest” of our inspirations during the week, and preparing a main
point with some sub-points to be spoken in the church meetings for the organic building up of
the Body of Christ.

. The training message outlines were compiled by Living Stream Ministry from the writings of

Witness Lee and Watchman Nee. The outlines, footnotes, and references in the Recovery

Version of the Bible are by Witness Lee. All of the other references cited in this publication are

from the published ministry of Witness Lee and Watchman Nee.



WEEK 1 — OUTLINE

The Lines in the Word of God

Note: This outline was produced from notes of a meeting of Brother Witness Lee with the trainers of
the full-time training in Anaheim, California, on January 23, 1996.

Scripture Reading: John 1:1; 1 John 1:1; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:10; 3:9;
John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17-18; Acts 16:7; Rom. 8:9-11; Phil. 1:19; Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor.
12:13; Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6; 21:2; Gen. 2:7; Rom. 5:14; Gen. 2:20-24; 3:20; Eph. 5:29-32; 2 Cor.
11:2-3; 1 Cor. 10:1-11; Exo. 25; Heb. 9:2-5; 1 Chron. 28:11; 29:1; 2 Chron. 3—4; John 2:21; 1
Cor. 3:17; Eph. 2:21; Rev. 21:22

DAY1 »

In the Lord’s recovery we consider that there are three lines of truth in the divine

revelation of the Bible—the central line, the line of supplemental points, and “the leaves
and the branches”:

A.
B.

C.

D.

In all our handling of the Scriptures, the central line should stand out.

We should be particularly careful not to confuse the first two lines—the central line and the
line of supplemental points.

We receive all believers according to the standard of the central line, not according to the
standard of the line of supplemental points.

The arrangement of classes in the full-time training respects this crucial distinction of lines
in the Bible.

. The central line:

A.

The Word of God (John 1:1; 1 John 1:1):

1. Although in this universe God is the primary thing, it is the Word of God that tells us
about God.

2. In order to know the living Christ, we must have the written Word (John 5:39; Luke
24:27).

. John 1 stresses the relationship between God and His Word.

. We must stress the preeminence of the Word of God and make it the basis of all our
understanding of the truth (Acts 17:11).

« DAY2 »

B w

. The Triune God (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14):

1. He is self-existing and ever-existing (Exo. 3:14).

2. Heis eternally one God (Psa. 86:10; Isa. 45:5; 1 Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5).

3. He is eternally three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit (Matt. 28:19).

4. The three are never separate in being or action but mutually coinhere and mutually
indwell one another (John 10:38; 14:10-11; 17:21).

5. We must get fully into the Triune God, both in our understanding and in our experience
of Him (2 Cor. 13:14).

« DAY3 »

. The economy of God (1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:10; 3:9):

1. God’s economy is His arrangement to fulfill His purpose.
2. His economy is according to His heart’s desire.
3. The economy of God takes the all-inclusive Christ as its center.

. The all-inclusive Christ:

1. He is the Christ of the four Gospels, God become flesh (John 1:1, 14).
2. He became the life-giving Spirit of the Epistles; hence, He is the pneumatic Christ (1
Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17-18).
3. His full ministry is in three stages: incarnation, inclusion, and intensification.
« DAY4 »

. The life-giving Spirit:
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F.

G.

1. The Spirit is Christ’s realization; hence, He is called the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Acts 16:7; Rom. 8:9-11; Phil. 1:19).
2. The Spirit of Christ brings forth the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:13).
« DAY5 »

The Body of Christ:

1. The twenty-two books from Romans through Revelation (all can be considered
Epistles) are concerned with the pneumatic Christ as the life-giving Spirit for His
reproduction, the Body of Christ.

2. In God’s economy Christ is the center, the Body is the line, and the New Jerusalem is
the goal.

3. The all-inclusive Christ as the life-giving Spirit has been intensified as the sevenfold
intensified Spirit to counteract the degradation of the church for the building up of the
Body of Christ to consummate the New Jerusalem (Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6).

« DAY6 »

The New Jerusalem (21:2):

1. The New Jerusalem is the eternal goal of God’s economy.

2. The New Jerusalem is the aggregate of all the visions and revelations of the Bible.

3. The New Jerusalem is the organism of the Triune God, an organic constitution of the
processed and consummated Triune God and the regenerated, transformed, and
glorified elect.

I11. The line of supplemental points, for example:

A
B.

C
D.

The prophecy concerning Christ.

The Old Testament types:

1. Adam (Gen. 2:7; 1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 5:14).

2. Eve (Gen. 2:20-24; 3:20; Eph. 5:29-32; 2 Cor. 11:2-3).

3. lIsrael (see 1 Cor. 10:1-11 and cross references there, and read footnote 1 in 1 Cor.
10:6).

4. The tabernacle and its furniture (Exo. 25; John 1:14; Heb. 9:2-5 and footnote 3 in v. 4).

5. The temple (1 Chron. 28:11; 29:1; 2 Chron. 3—4; John 2:21; 1 Cor. 3:17; Eph. 2:21;
Rev. 21:22).

. The church, supplementary to the Body of Christ.

The kingdom, including the judgment seat and the wedding feast.

. “The leaves and the branches”:
A.

There are many other items in the Bible that are there as helps to the central line and the
line of supplemental points. These items are either manifestations of the organic nature of
the other lines (leaves) or channels of the organic supply for the working out of the other
lines (branches).

. These points include but are not limited to the God-ordained way, the Lord’s table, the

administration of the local church, head covering, foot-washing, the rapture, the keeping of
days, the handling of idol sacrifices, one cup versus many cups in the Lord’s table meeting,
and leavened bread versus unleavened bread in the Lord’s table meeting.

. We need to use these matters, but we should not be distracted by them. We must learn how

to apply these matters to help us progress in the central line of the Bible, but we should
never allow them to become our central line.
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The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK1—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
1:1
1 John That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
1:1 our eyes, which we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life.
Acts ...They received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see
17:11 whether these things were so.

The main revelation [of the Bible] is the center of the Bible. Besides the main revelation, the
central revelation, there are minor revelations. They are branches of the major revelation. A tree has
a trunk with branches. The trunk is one, but the branches are many. We should stress the trunk, the
central revelation of the Bible, but we should not forget the “branch” revelations, the minor
revelations.

Also, any interpretation of the unique Bible should not have any minor revelations interpreted
against, not in line or in harmony with, the major revelation of this unique and consistent Bible.
First Corinthians 11 speaks of a revelation concerning the headship in which all the sisters should
cover their head, but head covering is not the Bible’s central revelation. We should not neglect this
branch revelation, but we should not be legalistic about it either. Some people argue about what
color or what shape of head covering the sisters should wear. These arguments are nonsense. Head
covering reminds us that we all have to be under the headship of our Head, as Christ is under the
headship of God the Father. We must have the reality of the branch revelations.

The unique, major revelation of the unique Bible is the unique contents of God’s economy. (The
Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, p. 13)

Today’s Reading

The central line of the divine revelation starts from God. Then the divine revelation shows us the
divine economy and the divine dispensing. God Himself, God’s economy, and God’s dispensing can be
seen throughout the entire Bible. These three items are the central line of the divine revelation. The
divine revelation reveals to us three main entities: God Himself, God’s economy, and God’s dispensing.
(The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, p. 32)

God is the foremost item revealed in the Bible because He is the beginning of all things. Everything in
the universe originated from Him and began with Him. God is also the main content of the Bible from its
first book to the last. He created us and regenerated us and has everything to do with our life and our
being. Thus, we should know Him first. (Life Lessons, vol. 1, p. 42)

The first function of the Bible is to testify concerning the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is the subject and
content of the Bible, and the Bible is the explanation and expression of the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is
the living Word of God, whereas the Bible is the written Word of God. If the written Word, the Bible,
did not have the living Word, the Lord Jesus, as its reality, it would be nothing but empty doctrines and
letters. If the living Word, the Lord Jesus, did not have the written Word, the Bible, as His expression,
He would be abstract and vague and difficult to know and touch. Thankfully, we have the distinct and
definite explanation of the Bible with its clear revelation so that we can know and understand the Lord
Jesus. The books of the New Testament reveal the Lord Jesus, and even the books of the Old Testament,
including the law of Moses, the books of prophecies, and the psalms and poetry, reveal the Lord Jesus.
The Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms are the three general sections that comprise the Old Testament
(Luke 24:44). If we want to know the Lord Jesus, we must read and understand the Bible. (Crucial
Truths in the Holy Scriptures, p. 469)

Further Reading: The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, msg. 1; Life
Lessons, vol. 1, Isns. 5-6; Truth Lessons—Level One, Isn. 1; Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, ch.
31
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The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK 1—DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. And God said to Moses, | AM WHO | AM. And He said, Thus you shall say to the
3:14 children of Israel, | AM has sent me to you.
Matt. Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father
28:19 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

God is self-existing and ever-existing (Exo. 3:14), and God is triune—the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body
of Christ, p. 14)

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit coexist simultaneously from eternity to eternity. Undoubtedly,
the Father is God (1 Pet. 1:2; Eph. 1:17), the Son is God (Heb. 1:8; John 1:1; Rom. 9:5), and the
Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4). They are not three Gods, but one. The Scriptures tell us clearly and
definitely that God is only one (1 Cor. 8:4; Isa. 45:5; Psa. 86:10), yet He is also three—the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit. He is the Triune God. (The Crucial Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s
Recovery Today, p. 8)

Today’s Reading

The Father is eternal (Isa. 9:6), the Son is eternal (Heb. 1:12; 7:3), the Spirit is eternal (Heb. 9:14), and
They coexist simultaneously. John 14:16-17 says, “And | will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Comforter, that He may be with you forever, even the Spirit of reality.” In these two verses the
Son says that He will pray to the Father that the Father may send the Spirit. Hence, the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit exist together at the same time. In Ephesians 3:14-17 Paul prays that the Father would
grant us to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into our inner man, that Christ may make His
home in our hearts. In this passage we have the Father, the Spirit, and Christ the Son, showing again that
all three exist together at the same time. We have already mentioned 2 Corinthians 13:14, which speaks
of the grace of Christ the Son, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, showing
the coexistence of the three of the Divine Trinity.

The relationship among the Father, the Son, and the Spirit is not only that They simultaneously coexist
but also that They mutually indwell one another. The Father exists in the Son and the Spirit; the Son
exists in the Father and the Spirit; and the Spirit exists in the Father and the Son. This mutual indwelling
among the three of the Godhead is called coinherence. In John 14:10-11 the Lord Jesus said, “Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that | say to you I do not speak from
Myself, but the Father who abides in Me does His works. Believe Me that | am in the Father and the
Father is in Me; but if not, believe because of the works themselves.” Here we have not only the
coexistence of the Father and the Son but also Their coinherence. The three of the Godhead—the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit—are both coexistent and coinherent.

Among the three of the Divine Trinity, there is distinction but no separation. The Father is distinct
from the Son, the Son is distinct from the Spirit, and the Spirit is distinct from the Son and the Father.
But we cannot say that They are separate, because They coinhere, that is, They live within one another.
In Their coexistence the three of the Godhead are distinct, but Their coinherence makes them one. They
coexist in Their coinherence, so They are distinct but not separate.

The Son never did anything apart from the Father (John 5:19). He came in the Father’s name (v. 43)
and with the Father (8:29; 16:32). He is in the Father and the Father is in Him (14:10-11). Furthermore,
He was begotten of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20) and did everything by the Spirit (Luke
4:1, 18a; Matt. 12:28). (The Crucial Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery Today, pp. 8-11)

Further Reading: The Crucial Points of the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery Today; Truth
Lessons—Level One, Isn. 2
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The Lines in the Word of God

« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ...
1:10
3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things.
1 Tim. ...Charge certain ones not to teach different things...rather than God’s economy, which
1:3-4 isin faith.

The Triune God has one heart’s desire (Eph. 1:5, 9). According to His heart’s desire, God made
His eternal economy (1 Tim. 1:4b; Eph. 1:10; 3:9) to make man the same as He is in life and nature
but not in His Godhead and to make Himself one with man and man one with Him, thus to be
enlarged and expanded in His expression, that all His divine attributes may be expressed in human
virtues. (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, p. 14)

Today’s Reading

God carries out His eternal economy through a number of steps. First, He created man in His image
and after His likeness (Gen. 1:26-27). Then God became a man in His image and after His likeness. He
became a man in His incarnation to partake of the human nature (Heb. 2:14a). He lived a human life to
express His attributes through man’s virtues. He died an all-inclusive death and resurrected to produce
the firstborn Son of God and become the life-giving Spirit (Rom. 8:29; Acts 13:33; 1 Cor. 15:45). This
was all for Him to dispense Himself into His chosen people to regenerate them with Himself as their life
for producing many sons—many God-men (1 Pet. 1:3)—for the forming of the churches with His many
sons and for the building up of the Body of Christ with His brothers as the members to be the organism
of the processed and consummated Triune God, consummating in the New Jerusalem as His eternal
enlargement and expression.

We may say that we have already heard the truth concerning God’s economy, but to hear is not
sufficient. We have to present this truth to others, to give messages to them. Paul exhorted Timothy to
stay in Ephesus to charge some there not to speak things other than God’s economy (1 Tim. 1:3-4). We
have to be controlled by the vision of God’s economy. We should not speak anything other than God’s
economy. (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp. 14-15)

The Christ revealed in both the Old Testament and the New Testament is all-inclusive and
all-extensive....Christ is the One who fills all in all [Eph. 1:23]....His dimensions are immeasurable, the
dimensions of the universe [3:18]. Christ is not only all-inclusive; He is also all-extensive. He is the
God-man through the divine incarnation to be the embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9) and the
centrality and the universality of the eternal economy of God. Throughout all the ages of the past
nineteen centuries, He has been missed, misunderstood, wrongly taught, and subtly twisted and
interpreted by the heresiarchs (the founders of heresies)....According to their heresies, Christ is
nothing....We need to see the all-inclusive Christ as the One who has the preeminence in all things, who
fills all in all, who is the centrality and the universality of God’s economy, and who has been allotted to
the saints as their redemption, life, life-supply, and everything. All these items are exceedingly crucial
for all the believers in Christ to partake of for their enjoyment and to be constituted with so that they may
become His organic members to live and express Him in this age and for eternity. (The Crucial Points of
the Major Items of the Lord’s Recovery Today, pp. 15-16)

The history of Christ [is] in three stages: incarnation, inclusion, and intensification. In the first
stage—incarnation—Christ was the Christ in the flesh. In the second stage—inclusion—Christ is the
pneumatic Christ, the life-giving Spirit. Now in the third stage—intensification—Christ is the sevenfold
intensified Spirit. We need to know Christ in all three stages. If we know the three stages of incarnation,
inclusion, and intensification, we will truly know the Bible. (Incarnation, Inclusion, and Intensification,
p. 11)

Further Reading: The Economy of God, ch. 1
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The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK 1— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. For | know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the

1:19 bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Eph. One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling.
4:4

The Spirit is the realization of the pneumatic Christ (John 14:16-20) and the reality of the
resurrection of Christ. The pneumatic Christ is the Christ who is the Spirit. Resurrection is a
person—the Spirit....Thus, the Spirit became...the consummation of the processed and consummated
Triune God. He also became the Lord Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18).

After the church was established and became degraded, as the life-giving and compound Spirit,
He became the seven Spirits of God; that is, He is the one life-giving, compound Spirit but is
intensified sevenfold (Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6).

Furthermore, as the Spirit of life, He was breathed into the believers by Christ, in the night of His
resurrection, as the gentle breath to be their indwelling Spirit to fill them inwardly (John 20:22;
Acts 13:52). (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp. 40-41)

Today’s Reading

[The Spirit] applies all that the Triune God is in Christ, all that the all-inclusive Christ is, and all that
He has accomplished, obtained, and attained to all the people whom God has chosen; thus He became the
one divine application. The Father made the economy, the Son accomplished it, and the Spirit applies to
us what the Son has accomplished. Thus, the Spirit is the application.

As the application, the Spirit sanctifies, separates, God’s chosen people from the fallen people of the
world and leads them to repent to God and receive Christ (1 Pet. 1:2). He regenerates the people who
have received Christ as their Savior with His resurrection life to be the sons of God (v. 3; Titus 3:5; John
3:5; 1:12). He sanctifies the regenerated sons of God with the holy nature of God (Rom. 15:16; 6:19, 22)
and renews the sanctified saints (Titus 3:5). He transforms the renewed saints metabolically into the
glorious image of Christ (Rom. 12:2a; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and conforms the transformed saints to
the image of the firstborn Son of God (v. 29). The Spirit also seals the believers with all that Christ is and
all that He has accomplished, obtained, and attained, thus dispensing all the divine elements of Christ
into the very being of the believers until they will be redeemed in their body, that is, transfigured to be
like the glorious body of Christ (Eph. 1:13; 4:30; 2 Cor. 1:22; Rom. 8:23; Phil. 3:21).

He, as the life-giving Spirit, gives life to the word of God, through whom the new testament ministers
minister the word of God (2 Cor. 3:5-6). He is the Spirit of the new testament ministry of righteousness
(vv. 8-9; 4:1). He imparts righteousness, peace, and joy into the believers as the reality of the kingdom of
God (Rom. 14:17). As the flow of God (John 7:38), He transmits in His fellowship the grace of Christ,
the element of the divine life, with the love of God, the source of the grace of Christ (2 Cor. 13:14)....He
[also] dispenses the reality of God as grace to them (Heb. 10:29).

The Spirit sets apart and sends out the apostles to spread the gospel of Christ (Acts 13:2, 4). He leads
the apostles in their trips for the gospel spreading (16:6-7). He prophesies through the prophets
concerning the apostles’ sufferings and persecutions (21:11). He leads the apostles to speak things
concerning God’s dealings with His people (1 Cor. 7:40).

He distributes different gifts to the believers (12:4-11). He, as the reality of the speaking Christ, speaks
to all the churches, calling for overcomers in the degradation of the church (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26, 29;
3:5-6, 12-13, 21-22). As the essence of the Body of Christ, all that He works in and on the believers is
for the constitution, the building, of the Body of Christ in Him as the oneness (Eph. 4:3-4). (The Ten
Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp. 41-43)

Further Reading: The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, msgs. 2-4

¥ - %3&11;.§\1’m o B
B %

o 10 FE Akl > YERFEMAUTR foRBAF2L T 2§
B s B aed NH ST o

Ay 4 - Aifo- T BB EL 4 Eb- TE2Y ¥
T IR R AR (9L e 16-20)0 AR Bw ke .
%«E-{;rg{ m%«%«‘, SErI PR By zﬁ;%"mk Lo PRI X {zf"s’%"

mmkl‘ﬂ”’“r'l&/é”k—"‘I“’T“k’”"\° ~~~~~~ Bl o 7RR
e ZiddAed 2o d Lz A mhoad o gy £33 7 (4
== 18)-

8

R EEDT AT H DT
’ r-dw

)

Zi\-&r‘l}l' 4«{4 ﬁ,wk7_§‘%g,§ma g b ool RS F G 2
&?&rﬁ?j},f T TR inp A > g viem (9L 22
4_:_5)(4%&—%*_@,* él—é_-l._"ﬁig_gm“ Vs Z 4w -

i)

[ S EE
[(7ng Jus= - # L_g‘%’“ﬂ A - R e YA mg‘%’“’fﬁ—{m
— tp g;nwl-r,né. ~ "‘Ti—'% S ATk P en- o R H f]"‘f"p Mr:ff—'xi\".rr!
IS P FT - SR F A R EL IR RATEL
FRE RMEFrr X AR M E b oo Fpt PR 3 B % o [5

FRZ AT % 5 )84 sr ik chd > Ay l-j/zm/\ IR IRY R T
515 @ nlraam? }4—;(’1;,1'&,,1,&%"(@9.:— 2 )ods Eg‘g-g ‘—Fngf &
AR R A TR DA BB AL P LT (3 52 50 4
5= 12) 0 4% 4 N S §zvuuwuhg4m,u (92
16+ 19~22)» = i$‘rfﬂ1¥‘=7;;t§ 5eh3 H_( 52 5)e s {37
N3 FATHE R T o s i A ik%**%ﬁvﬂ,:&(?4 -2+
H2z 180 7 A 29) HMSAAT L3 ARAAH X F A5k (29)
TR X W é‘E‘"‘T{m— 7o 'frzh”"l'm"v“' ~ AR %I\‘ FPlen- 2 BA
R SRIEEES Rk Reb R RIS E R R S Ly
L s }I}'{VIA 0% 0 S A (42— 13w
30 ke - 2209 ~ 23z 21)
ARG A BTN A B GEE TR T F A A (e
G2 56)- 4 RATA T 2 IR G (890 m 1)e i 2 ¢ e -
L AN R 1|Fzé[—]m4§}‘/ (g_L\Z 17)0 4 84 crkin (4

NI \m;\ I

- 38)’1._1“”/—’%4%; %hm T}Kﬁdi“%mm% ’Q‘;FF'
rr:";' f;{ﬁi "EJ’—W”//J'—— (’H"‘—L 14) ...... F [;. ] AEH
LpiTd BE AP AEm (kL 29)-

mibwﬁ’&&&yé &é?mmq(ﬁfiz 4) o it

o BAGS hEmtslEw (L 6T %Y "'ﬂ‘?ﬁ“i&’ i#
B R E ehE e i (2 - 1) 4515 & i 1+ 4
SR (4= 40)-

4'**#“ Pt R (2 4-11)- ?“{’r‘“'u’"“i&%"ﬁ”ifﬁ-"

@,k;h,x,_éﬁmf/zda;, LR 1 ~11~17 26~
29’;56 12~13~21-22) - i¥ % zik;{'ﬁn;m% PR R AL
Bl e L orivah, 2 44 %%%"E”H‘ v ol 2 G oo~ i
# (4w 34 FAF L HE *', & -7 s - 3wz
i)e
AL Y R R R LI R
RELH IR



The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK 1—DAY5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one
4:4-6 Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all.
1 Cor. For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body...and were all given to drink
12:13 one Spirit.

The Body of Christ is the organism of the Triune God in His move. Life is a substance, the
Triune God, and the organism is the visible expression of this substance.

The one Body is the constitution of the divinity of the processed and consummated Triune God
with the humanity of all His redeemed, regenerated, and transformed people (Eph. 4:4-6). The Body
is constituted with the Triune God—with the Father as the source, the substance, with the Son as the
element, the expression, and with the Spirit as the essence. This Triune God in His divinity is
mingled with the humanity of His redeemed people. We are redeemed for regeneration and
transformation. (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp.
60-61)

Today’s Reading

The one Body, the one organism, is the accomplishment of God’s economy according to the good
pleasure, the heart’s desire, of His will (Eph. 1:5). This Body is built with Christ’s life as its element, the
Spirit of reality as its essence, and the person of God as its source (Eph. 4:4-6) and built up by the
perfected saints who are perfected by the gifted members (Eph. 4:11-12). If we are going to build up the
Body, we must be perfected. The apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers have the
ability to perfect the saints. Then the saints are good for the building up of the Body of Christ.

The one Body is also built up with the mature believers as its constituents through their growth in the
life of Christ unto maturity. It is also built up by itself in love (Eph. 4:15-16). The Body is joined
together through every joint of the rich supply (the particular gifted members) and knit together through
the operation in measure of each one part (all the saints). The joints are like the steel frame of a building,
and the parts are like the material that fills in the gaps. The built up Body will consummate in the New
Jerusalem (Rev. 21—22). (The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, pp.
61-62)

[After regeneration] we are no longer individual persons, but members of the Body of Christ. Hence,
we must not be disconnected from the Body. No member must be disconnected from the Body; once
disconnected, the members are finished. Today every one of us is a member, a member of the Body of
Christ. This Body of Christ is the church. Why do | say the Body and not the church? Because the church
is a gathering, but the Body is an organism. A congregation can be dismissed, but a body cannot be
disconnected. You may stop coming to the meetings, but you must not be disconnected from the Body. It
may be possible sometimes to miss the meetings, but once the Body is disconnected, it is
finished....Those who are in the meetings may not be in the Body, but those who are in the Body are
definitely in the meetings.... Those who are disconnected from the Body will definitely not come to the
meetings. Therefore, being absent from the meetings may be somewhat risky; if you are not careful, you
may soon be disconnected from the Body. Not coming to the meetings is close to being disconnected.

The church is a kind of congregation, but the Body is a matter of life. All of us have life, but if we say
that each one of us has been joined to the church, it is not so accurate. The real significance is that we
have become the members of the Body of Christ, possessing the same one life and needing one another.
This is to be members one of another. Therefore, whatever we do must be in the Body, joined to the
Body, and regulated by the Body, because we are one Body. This is a wonderful matter. (A Thorough
View of the Body of Christ, pp. 13-14)

Further Reading: The Ten Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, msg. 6; A
Thorough View of the Body of Christ, chs. 1-2
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The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK 1— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
21:2 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
10-12 And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed me the
holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God.
Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal. It had a
great and high wall and had twelve gates...

The title the holy city, New Jerusalem implies that it is not only holy but also new (Rev. 21:2). It
is holy because it is separated and sanctified unto God as something belonging to God according to
His holy nature. It is new because it, as the main part of God’s new creation, has God’s nature of
newness (2 Cor. 5:17).

The holy city New Jerusalem is the ultimate consummation of the work for God’s new creation
out of God’s old creation through all the four ages of man’s history (the age before the law, the age
of law, the age of grace, and the age of the kingdom), from God’s making the spirit for man and
putting man in front of the tree of life to the accomplishment of this city, [New Jerusalem], for the
good pleasure of His will, which is the intent of His eternal economy.

The one city is the unique constitution of the processed and consummated Triune God with His
redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified people chosen by Him in eternity past. (The Ten
Great Critical “Ones” for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, p. 62)

Today’s Reading

The New Jerusalem as such a marvelous, wonderful, and amazing entity is the aggregate of all the
visions and revelations in the Holy Scriptures; the total accomplishment of the types, figures, and
shadows, and the total fulfillment of the prophecies of the Holy Scriptures; and the final conclusion of
the sixty-six books of the Holy Scriptures. Without the New Jerusalem, the Bible would not have a
conclusion.

The New Jerusalem, like the Body of Christ, is an organic constitution constituted with the redeeming
processed and consummated Triune God and the redeemed, transformed, and glorified tripartite men as
an organism of the consummated Triune God for His eternal enlargement and expression through the
glorified tripartite men. (The God-men, pp. 100, 60)

New Jerusalem is the ultimate consummation of all the positive things in the Bible.

In New Jerusalem we have the number twelve (Rev. 21:12, 14, 16, 21; 22:2). Twelve here is
composed of three times four. We know this by the fact that there are three gates on each of the four
sides of the city (Rev. 21:13). The number three signifies the Triune God, and the number four signifies
the creature. Hence, the number twelve, composed of three times four, signifies the mingling of the
Triune God with man. The entire New Jerusalem is a mingling of God with man. This tells us that the
church is a matter of the mingling of the Triune God with man.

The church is the constitution of Christ into human beings,...the mingling of the Triune God with man.

In the church life today we are being mingled with God. What a picture we have in Revelation 21 and 22
of the mingling of God with man!

In this city [the New Jerusalem] there is the reign, the kingship, of God (Rev. 22:1, 5). In New
Jerusalem all the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and built-up ones, those who bear the appearance
of God with the glory of God, will reign as kings. This characteristic must also be found in the church
today. If we are a proper church, we shall reign.

New Jerusalem is the ultimate consummation of the Bible. It is the consummation of the kernel of the
Bible, Christ and the church....Here we have the Triune God, the redeeming and life-dispensing God.
Here we have life, light, regeneration, the holy walk, transformation, building, the appearance of God,
the manifestation of God, and the divine reign....This is the church life today and the New Jerusalem in
eternity. (The Kernel of the Bible, pp. 193, 200-202)

Further Reading: The Kernel of the Bible, msg. 19
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The Lines in the Word of God
« WEEK 1— HYMN

Hymns, #972

Lo, the central thought of God
Is that He be one with man;
He to man is everything

That He might fulfill His plan.

Earthen vessel man was made—
Body, soul, and spirit too,

God as life that he may take

And with Him have oneness true.

By the flow of life divine,

Man becomes a precious stone
Fit for building God’s abode,
That His glory might be known.

’Tis the city God hath built,

’Tis the dwelling God requires,
"Tis the new Jerusalem

Which fulfills His heart’s desires.

’Tis the building of the saints,
’Tis the blend of God and man,
Purposed by the Father’s will
Long before the world began.

In its center, as its pow’r,

Is the throne of Christ and God,
Whence doth flow the stream of life
As the Spirit’s living flood.

Christ, the tree of life, is there
In the flowing of the stream,
Yielding fruit of life divine
As the food of life supreme.

God in Christ, the glorious light,
Thru the city brightly shines,
Scattering all the deathly night
With its light of life divine.

God in man and man in God
Mutual dwelling thus possess;
God the content is to man,

And the man doth God express.
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WEEK 2 — OUTLINE

Christ as the Word of God

Scripture Reading: John 1:1-2, 4-5,9,12-13; 8:12; 1 John 1:1-2; Rom. 10:5-8

DAY 1 »

1. In the Godhead Christ is the Word—the mysterious and invisible God defined and
expressed (John 1:1, 18):

A.

The Word is the definition, explanation, and expression of God; hence, the Word is God
defined, explained, and expressed (v. 1).

B. To say that the Word was with God means that the Word is not separate from God (v. 1).
C.
D

The Word is eternal and self-existing; this eternal Word is a living person, Christ, the Son
of the living God (v. 18; Matt. 16:16; Rev. 19:13).

. The life in the Word is the life of the tree of life in Genesis 2; since life is in Him, He is

life, and He came that we might have life (John 1:4; 11:25; 14:6; 10:10b):

1. Life is in the Word, the expression of God; life can be found only in the expression of
God (1:4).

2. The Word, which is the expression and explanation of God, contains God as our life;
when we receive the Word, we receive the life within the Word (5:24-26).

3. Both the Word and the life are God Himself; the Word is the expression of God, and
the life is the content of God (1 John 1:1-2; 5:11-12).

. The life in the Word is “the light of men” (John 1:4):

1. When we receive Christ as the Word, the expression of God, He becomes our life, and
this life is the light that shines within us (vv. 5, 9).
2. When the Word is heard and the life is received, the life becomes the light shining
within us to enlighten us (11:25; 12:35-36, 45-46, 49-50).
« DAY2 »

3. Christ is the light of life to bring the divine life to the world by shining forth God that
man may be born of God to be His children, making man God in life and nature but not
in the Godhead (1:4b-13; 8:12; 9:5; 12:46):
a. When we receive Christ’s shining as the light of life, this shining imparts the divine
life into us (1:9; 8:12; 10:10b; 11:25).
b. The divine life becomes our authority to be God’s children, God’s kind, God’s
species, God’s family (1:12-13; 3:3, 5).

. As the definition of the Triune God, the Word is for God’s speaking; the fact that the Word

is the entire God means that the Word is for the speaking of the Triune God (Col. 2:9; Heb.

1:2; John 17:6, 14, 17):

1. The Word became incarnate as a man, and that man was God’s speaking; the incarnate
Word is the definition and expression of God (1:14, 18).

2. Christ spoke God not only with clear words but also with what He was and what He
did; He is altogether the Word of God and the speaking of God.

3. As the incarnate Word, Christ is the defined God, the explained, expressed, and
revealed God, the God made known to human beings (14:9-10).

4. The only begotten Son was, is, and always will be in the bosom of the Father to
declare, define, express, and reveal the Father; the more the Son speaks, the more the
Father is declared (1:18).

« DAY3 »

. As the Word of God, Christ is the Word of life (1 John 1:1):

1. The Word of life in 1 John 1:1 is the Word mentioned in John 1:1-4 and 14, who was
with God and was God in eternity before creation, who became flesh in time, and in
whom is life.

2. The Word of life conveys the eternal life and is the divine person of Christ as the
definition and expression of God.
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3.

4.

5.

Life in 1 John 1:2 is a synonym for Word of life in verse 1; both denote the divine
person of Christ, who was with the Father in eternity and was manifested in time
through incarnation.

« DAY4 »
Christ as the Word of life is the eternal life itself for our experience and enjoyment (v.
1; 5:11-12; John 11:25).
Eternal life is not simply a matter or a thing; eternal life is a person—God Himself
expressed in the Son (1 John 5:11-12).

1. Romans 10:5-8 reveals Christ as the Word; in these verses the word is used
interchangeably with Christ, indicating that this word is Christ:
A. Christ as the Word descended from heaven to mingle Himself with humanity for the
accomplishment of redemption (v. 6; 8:3; 3:24):

1

2.

To “bring Christ down” refers to Christ’s incarnation, for Christ came down from the
heavens in His incarnation (10:6).
« DAY5&DAY6 »

In His incarnation Christ as the Word brought the infinite God into the finite man,

thereby mingling the Triune God with the tripartite man, that is, divinity with humanity

(Matt. 1:20):

a. He mingled Himself with humanity in order to accomplish God’s redemption (John
1:1, 14, 29).

b. After passing through His human living, Christ went to die on the cross as the
God-man to redeem us back to God (1 Pet. 3:18).

B. Christ as the Word ascended from the dead for justification unto life to those who receive
Hlm by believing (Rom. 10:7; 4:25; 5:18):

. After His death Christ as the Word descended into the abyss, Hades, and He ascended

from that place in His resurrection so that those who receive Him by believing in Him
may be justified (3:24; 4:25; 5:1).

. When Christ died, He descended into the abyss, and in resurrection He was brought up

from the dead, that is, out of the abyss (10:7; Eph. 4:9-10).

. Christ is the One who has passed through incarnation and resurrection; therefore, we

may say that He as the Word is the “processed” Christ:

a. Christ as the Word has passed through a long process from incarnation through
resurrection (Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4).

b. In this process He accomplished everything that is required by God’s
righteousness, holiness, and glory and all that is needed to enable us to partake of
Him (3:23; 10:8).

¢. He was God incarnated to be a man, and as a man, He was transfigured through
resurrection into the life-giving Spirit for us to receive (v. 12).

d. According to Paul, this processed Christ is “the word of the faith which we
proclaim” (v. 8).

C. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the living Word that is in our mouth and
in our heart (1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 10:8):

1.

2.

3.

Christ in resurrection is both the Spirit and the Word—the Spirit for us to touch and the
Word for us to understand (Eph. 6:17).

We may receive the resurrected Christ as both the life-giving Spirit and as the living
Word (1 Cor. 15:45b; John 6:63, 68).

The word in Romans 10:5-8 is actually the gospel; when we hear the word, we hear the
gospel, and when we receive the word, we receive the gospel and Christ Himself (Eph.
1:13; Col. 1:5; Rom. 1:1 9 15-16).
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Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK?2 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
1:1
4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, | am the light of the world; he who follows
Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

In the Godhead Christ is the Word. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God” (John 1:1). The Word is the definition, explanation, and expression of God;
hence, the Word is God defined, explained, and expressed.

God is mysterious. He needs the Word to express Him. Christ, as the Word, defines, explains, and
expresses Him. Therefore, Christ, as the Word, is the definition, explanation, and expression of
God. This Word is actually God Himself, not God hidden, concealed, and mysterious, but God
defined, explained, and expressed.

The Word is eternal; that is, the Word is self-existing, without beginning. This is contrary to the
heretical teaching that says the Word, the Logos, was created by God. According to the revelation in
John’s Gospel, the Word was not created. John 1:1 says that the Word was in the beginning. This
reveals that the Word is eternal. This eternal Word is a living person, Christ, the Son of the living
God (Rev. 19:13). Such a Word signifies the mysterious and invisible God defined and expressed.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 235)

Today’s Reading

“In the beginning was the Word” (John 1:1a). As the Word (vv. 1-5, 14-18) Christ was in the
beginning. The phrase in the beginning in verse 1a means in eternity past.

The remainder of verse 1 says, “The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” To say that the
Word was with God means that the Word is not separate from God. It is not that the Word is the Word
and that God is God, and that they are thus separate from each other. Rather, the Word and God are one.
For this reason, the next clause in verse 1 says that the Word was God.

“He was in the beginning with God” (v. 2). From eternity past the Word was with God. Contrary to
what is supposed by some, it is not that Christ was not with God and was not God from eternity past, and
that at a certain time Christ became God and was with God. Christ’s deity is eternal and absolute. From
eternity past to eternity future, He is with God and He is God.

“In Him [the Word] was life, and the life was the light of men” (v. 4). Life here refers to the life
signified by the tree of life in Genesis 2. This is confirmed by the fact that in Revelation 22 John
mentions the tree of life. Since life is in Him, He is life (John 11:25; 14:6), and He came that man might
have life (10:10b).

Life is in the Word, the expression of God. Life can be found only in the expression of God. The
Word, which is the expression and explanation of God, contains God as our life. When we receive the
Word, we receive the life within it. Both the Word and the life are God Himself. The Word is the
expression of God, and the life is the content of God. When we hear the Word, we realize that God is
expressed and explained. When we receive the Word, we receive God’s very content as life.

The life in the Word is “the light of men.” Whereas the light for the old creation was the physical light
(Gen. 1:3-5, 14-18), the light for the new creation is the light of life, mentioned in John 1:4. Christ is the
Word, the expression of God by which we may know God. When we receive Him as the expression of
God, He becomes our life, and this life becomes the light that shines within us. When the Word is heard
and the life is received, the life becomes the light shining within us to enlighten us. Many of us can
testify that when we called on the name of the Lord Jesus, receiving Him into us, the divine life came
into our being, and immediately we had the sense of something shining within. That shining was the
shining of life. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2843-2844)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 276; The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John, ch. 1

B % AREL M ans e ¥ -
B &

J—- 1 *Z"'f"t ,,Ihqékﬂ_,,—f-r{}d °
L2haBLE T2 gLl i

A1Q = EIRgRA af AR AR Y ek ﬁi“ki\rnwrcﬁi
BRRLF > SREEL henk o

fxaykg‘%«\ i o “"(3;’74’]1‘1’;;,5#&}151__)11 LA o7 /]

) LA ‘*k?d rﬂﬁ'#fﬁ NI ’fr,”_,_ ;OFI t?véiukﬁ'» SR R

—
b
3‘*%

BERERBETE MR UL B K
AR L iR K S - i i
7 k}%,@\@?j_ﬂ ,rg,f&m;‘;d ’ﬁ{ﬁ”‘ \;;\Jpq;_‘%/_’_

- o
o 4%

[R=paNry
>
[
-
=

st
[y
[T

gt W e
PRNY

rLf.\
>
A

%Al o
AR i) 7R }“'{’h”éiﬂ ‘;‘“&r‘r””l 4)5 NG RO E
&4 ﬁ?v“‘w Vg logos «Jféﬂ'r’ ARG ehe HAWHATE LT
BAERGSDe - F - Yo AR 0;;% AR AR o 1 X ik
g E - A P AR S A (24 13) - Wi
éf,}_)’ﬂiilﬁvf,inlﬁ—ﬁ”mzé BRAEO R (YL LE N
-—r 7)o

|

DR RSy -

’ LR E A o7 ;:_tﬂ‘é]gft_,&,vi}g!‘}g
D HAEFE R EH A D S ELH BE - o
gﬁﬁ;%_ ARt ;;wai;ﬂdé B
_5
fx

G

PRt (9) wediiis g iR b g2

[N
~

|

*H A st kA B A T}q,‘;fd » 7 23
1*4#’15#Fp°ﬂﬁm{%m°éﬁmﬂ ey
o A e if e RIRPIE R PRI - B A B A T‘:

(=
x

Iy o 3 szf;h' N

1

e

T
2

DO
(2]

>
=8
3
¥ —
N
3
=1
[
NI
—.ﬂ?
f‘
~
T
(‘_
e
N
—~1
P e

£
i a
o
AY
&5
oy

N
[=p}
—_
;, -
= I
T
iy

TN

L3 e
2B, A

g
oA Iy
1% gy 3 F

®

?1

‘j;

o 3

4=

R RN

I

W

W

2‘«*

W

3
D e s
T
kY —.p
L3

T‘Kﬁ R i VA

&
© fa%g/j:"irﬁ*f‘ft EARIE - va‘/i.

“AEk” o Lopad ek § X Resk(e]- 3~b
ch o E - F v 7L bk o %"‘u‘"
’5];”‘ Ao PATRAY o b Rl iT4¢ m#/i FA 2
_J_Fb,q,;\. TN G Rk o ii\.nluﬁ—ﬁb,y,—rﬁ‘ )
Fes ok AT G R AW FRE
WA nes i RgRen o BRAFAD LG A
IR AMEYRAEF AT AADL G R
(FrHELF4#H > -O0>31-0~10)e
:)::_ﬁ:—L‘M‘ ,,]qﬁ-gx't‘t‘rlkﬁ:—fr S dr e

¥

W TR R

=k o
o 4

v
(RN

=

W
=

s @G‘u—f‘ﬂ

N S
3J

LAk
‘A'%
A;_

e
[N

ey
=

w‘a;grurt - Béow

o
|
o



Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John This was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.
1:9
14:10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that |
say to you | do not speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me does His works.

Christ is the light of life (John 1:4b-13; 8:12; 9:5; 12:46) to bring the divine life to the world by
shining forth God that man may be born of God to be His children, making man God in life and
nature but not in His Godhead. When we receive His shining of the light of life, this shining imparts
the divine life into us. That divine life becomes our authority to be God’s children (1:12-13), God’s
kind, God’s species, God’s family. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2845)

Today’s Reading

This Word [John 1:1] as the definition of the Triune God is for God’s speaking. The fact that this
Word is the entire God means that it is for the speaking of the Triune God. This Word became incarnate
as a man, and that man was God’s speaking. This means that the man Jesus Christ was God’s Word,
God’s speaking. He spoke God not only with clear words but also with what He was and what He did.
He is altogether the Word of God and the speaking of God. Sometimes He spoke with words, and at
other times He spoke with actions. All that He was and all that He did spoke God.

John 1:14 says not only that the Word became flesh but also that the Word tabernacled among us. The
story recorded in the four Gospels is a story of God incarnate tabernacling among us. The Word became
flesh and tabernacled among us in order to declare God, express God, explain God, and define God in
many practical ways. The incarnate Word is the speaking, the expression, and the definition of God. As
the Word, Christ is the defined God, the explained, expressed, and revealed God, the God made known
to human beings.

Christ is the expression of the Father. As the Son He is the issue, the coming out, of God, and He is
also the expression of the Father. Because the Son expressed the Father, the Son is the expression of the
Father.

Christ’s being the Word is mainly to express God the Father by declaring, defining, and revealing Him
(John 1:18). The more the Son speaks, the more God the Father is expressed.

In the Old Testament God spoke in the prophets, in men moved by His Spirit (Heb. 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:21).
In the New Testament He speaks in the Son, who is God Himself expressed (Heb. 1:2-3). God the Father
is hidden; God the Son is expressed. No one has ever seen God, but the Son as the Word of God, as the
speaking of God, has declared and expressed Him. Whereas God spoke through the prophets in the Old
Testament, He did not have Himself expressed. But in the New Testament God speaks in the Son, who
expresses Him. Formerly God spoke through the prophets indirectly, but now He speaks directly in the
Son, that is, in the One who is the expression of the Father.

John 1:18 says, “No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
He has declared Him.” Here we see that the One who expresses the Father is the only begotten Son of
God, who was in the bosom of the Father from eternity past and who is still in the bosom of the Father
after incarnation. The only begotten Son was, is, and always will be in the bosom of the Father....The
dear, only Begotten of the Father is continually in the bosom of the Father to declare the Father.

The Father’s only begotten Son expresses Him by the Word, life, light, grace, and reality. The Word is
God expressed, life is God imparted, light is God’s shining, grace is God enjoyed, and reality is God
realized. God is fully declared in the Son through these five things. The essence of them all is God
Himself. Although no one has ever seen God, the Son of God declares Him, expresses Him, in the way
of being the Word, life, light, grace, and reality. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 235-237)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 22; God’s New Testament Economy, ch. 2
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Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
1:18 He has declared Him.
1 John That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
1:1-2 our eyes, which we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of life (and
the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was manifested to us).

In 1 John 1:1-7 we see Christ as the Word of life....The Word of life in verse 1 is the Word
mentioned in John 1:1-4 and 14, who was with God and was God in eternity before creation, who
became flesh in time, and in whom is life. This Word conveys the eternal life and is the divine
person of Christ as an account, a definition, and an expression of all that God is. In Him is life, and
He is life (11:25; 14:6). The phrase the Word of life in Greek indicates that the Word is life. The
person is the divine life, the eternal life, which we can touch. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3951)

Today’s Reading

“No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him” (John 1:18). The Greek word translated declared may also be rendered explained. Christ’s being
the Word is mainly to express God the Father by declaring, defining, and revealing Him....The One who
expresses the Father is the only begotten Son, who was in the bosom of the Father from eternity past and
who is still in the bosom of the Father after incarnation. The only begotten Son was, is, and always will
be in the bosom of the Father. The dear, only begotten Son of the Father is continually in the bosom of
the Father to declare the Father. The more the Son speaks, the more the Father is declared, expressed.

In the Godhead Christ is the Word of life. This is the Word mentioned in John 1:1-4 and 14, who was
with God and was God in eternity before creation, who became flesh in time, and in whom is life.

If we could ask the apostle John about the Word in 1 John 1:1, he would probably refer us to his
Gospel. John 1:1 and 4 say that in the beginning was the Word, that the Word was with God and was
God, that in this Word was life, and that the life was the light of men. Furthermore, according to John
1:14, the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, full of grace and reality and having the glory as
of an only begotten from a father. In all these verses we have a definition of the Word.

We have pointed out that the expression the Word of life actually indicates that the Word is life. This
Word, who is the eternal life, became a man as a mutual dwelling place of God and us. In this dwelling
place we enjoy Him as grace, we see Him as our reality, and we behold His glory. This glory, which is
the glory of God, has become the glory of God’s only begotten Son. Again | say, this Word is life, and
this life is the expression of God. This means that the Word of life is God’s expression. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 2846, 243-244)

First John 1:2 says, “And the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and report to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us.” In this verse “life” is a synonym for
“the Word of life” in the preceding verse. Both life and the Word of life denote the divine Person of
Christ, who was with the Father in eternity and was manifested in time through incarnation, and whom
the apostles have seen and testify and report to the believers.

In 1:2 John says that the life was manifested. This manifestation of the eternal life was through
Christ’s incarnation, which John stressed strongly in his Gospel (John 1:14) as an antidote to inoculate
the believers against the heresy which said that Christ did not come in the flesh. Such a manifestation,
corresponding to the Word of life being touchable (1 John 1:1), indicates again the substantial nature of
the Lord’s humanity, which is the manifestation of the divine life in the New Testament economy.
(Life-study of 1 John, p. 33)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 4; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 391
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Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK 2 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son.
5:11-12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
the life.

Often before we partake of the main course at dinner, we are served an appetizer. In 1 John 1 the
apostle John also gives us an “appetizer.” This appetizer is the Word of life. No doubt, John’s
intention is to serve us the divine life. But in order to stir up our appetite he serves us the Word of
life as a spiritual appetizer. This is the Word mentioned in John 1:1-4 and 14, who was with God
and was God in eternity before creation, who became flesh in time, and in whom is life. This Word
conveys the eternal life and is the divine Person of Christ as an account, a definition, and an
expression of all that God is. In Him is life, and He is life (John 11:25; 14:6). The phrase the Word
of life in Greek indicates that the Word is life. The Person is the divine life, the eternal life, which
we can touch. The “Word” mentioned here indicates that the Epistle is a continuation and
development of John’s Gospel (see John 1:1-2, 14). (Life-study of 1 John, p. 25)

Today’s Reading

Eternal life is the life of God (Eph. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:3). We may say that this life is actually God Himself
with the contents of divine love and divine light. And this life is of the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:2),
especially when it becomes our life for our enjoyment.

Eternal life is also the Son of God. This life is not simply a matter or a thing; this life is a Person. The
divine life is God Himself expressed in His Son. First John 5:12 says, “He who has the Son has the life.”
In our experience we know that eternal life is the Son of God Himself.

First John 1:2 says that eternal life was with the Father. The Greek word rendered “with” is pros (used
with the Greek accusative case). It is a preposition of motion, implying living, acting, in union and
communion with. The eternal life which is the Son was not only with the Father, but was living and
acting in union and communion with the Father in eternity. This word corresponds to John 1:1-2.

The Father is the source of the eternal life, from whom and with whom the Son was manifested as the
expression of the eternal life for those the Father has chosen to partake of and enjoy this life.

Instead of trying to analyze these aspects of eternal life, we should enjoy them as “courses” of a
spiritual meal. Eternal life is the life of God, it is the Son of God, and it was with the Father in eternity.
Here we have at least four courses for our enjoyment: God, the Son of God, the Father, and eternity.
(Life-study of 1 John, p. 35)

Romans 10:5-8 reveals Christ as the word: “For Moses writes concerning the righteousness which is
out of the law: ‘The man who does them shall live by them.” But the righteousness which is out of faith
speaks in this way, ‘Do not say in your heart, Who will ascend into heaven?’ that is, to bring Christ
down; or, “Who will descend into the abyss?” that is, to bring Christ up from the dead. But what does it
say? ‘The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of the faith which we
proclaim.” In these verses, the word is used interchangeably with Christ, indicating that this word is
Christ. Christ was incarnated by coming down from heaven and was resurrected by coming up from
Hades. Thus, He has become the living Word, the Spirit (Eph. 6:17), to be in our mouth and in our heart,
just like the air, the breath, that can be taken into our being. He is near and He is available.

Christ as the Word descended from heaven to mingle Himself with humanity for the accomplishment
of redemption. Surely, the Word here is Christ personified. If the Word were not a living person, He
could not have descended from heaven to mingle Himself with humanity for the accomplishment of
redemption. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3094-3095)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 3; Cystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 2
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Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your
10:6-8 heart, Who will ascend into heaven?” that is, to bring Christ down; or, “Who will
descend into the abyss?” that is, to bring Christ up from the dead. But what does it
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of the
faith which we proclaim.

[In Romans 10:6] Paul quotes Deuteronomy 30:12, saying, “Do not say in your heart, Who will
ascend into heaven?” He then points out that this means “to bring Christ down” and that this refers
to Christ’s incarnation, for Christ came down from the heavens in His incarnation.

In His incarnation, Christ as the Word brought the infinite God into the finite man, thereby
mingling the Triune God with the tripartite man, that is, divinity with humanity (Matt. 1:20). He
mingled Himself with humanity in order to accomplish God’s redemption (John 1:1, 14, 29). After
passing through His human living, Christ went to die on the cross as a God-man to redeem us back
to God (1 Pet. 3:18). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3095)

Today’s Reading

After His death Christ as the Word descended into the abyss, Hades, and He ascended from that place
in His resurrection so that those who receive Him by believing in Him may be justified by God and have
His life. We need to see that the Word descended from the heavens and ascended into heaven. Paul says
that we should not ask, “Who will descend into the abyss?” To “descend into the abyss” means to bring
Christ up from the dead and refers to Christ’s resurrection. To descend into the abyss means to die and to
enter into Hades. When Christ died, He descended into the abyss, and in resurrection He was brought up
from the dead, that is, out of the abyss. Christ is the One who has passed through incarnation and
resurrection. Therefore, we may say that He as the Word is the “processed” Christ, Christ incarnated and
resurrected.

Christ as the Word has passed through a long process from incarnation through resurrection. In this
process He accomplished everything that is required by God’s righteousness, holiness, and glory and all
that is needed to enable us to partake of Him. He was God incarnated to be a man, and as a man, He was
transfigured through resurrection into the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). Now in resurrection as the
life-giving Spirit, He is so available that we may receive Him and take Him in at any time and in any
place. As the life-giving Spirit, He is now moving on earth, ready for and available to anyone who will
receive Him. Whoever receives Him by believing into Him will be justified by God and receive His life.
According to Paul, this processed Christ, Christ incarnated and resurrected, is “the word of the faith
which we proclaim” (Rom. 10:8).

Christ as the living Word is not only in our mouth but also in our heart. This indicates that the word
must be in the Spirit. Otherwise, the word may be in our mouth, but it cannot be in our heart. Christ in
resurrection as the life-giving Spirit is the living Word. This corresponds with the New Testament
revelation that the Word is the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). Christ in resurrection is both the Spirit and the Word.
He is the Spirit for us to touch, and He is the Word for us to understand. We may receive Him as both the
Spirit and the Word. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the living Word that is so near to
us. He is in our mouth and in our heart. Our mouth is for calling, and our heart is for believing. Thus, we
can call upon Him with our mouth and believe in Him with our heart. When we call on Him, we are
saved; when we believe in Him, we are justified.

The word, which is personified, is not only in our mouth but also in our heart. The word is not merely
the written word but also the living Word, that is, the person of Christ Himself. This word is actually the
gospel (1:13; Col. 1:5). When we hear the word, we hear the gospel; when we receive the word, we
receive the gospel and Christ Himself. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3095-3097)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 304; Life-study of John, msg. 2
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Christ as the Word of God
« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken
6:63 to you are spirit and are life.
68 Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal
life.
1 Cor. ...The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
15:45

Although the book of Deuteronomy often uses the expression “Jehovah your God,” it does not
explicitly mention Christ or the Spirit. However, in this book there are synonyms of Christ. These
synonyms are the word, the law, the commandments, the testimonies, the statutes, and the
judgments (the ordinances). Because all these are things spoken by God, in totality they are the
word. The law, the commandments, the testimonies, the statutes, and the judgments are all the word,
and the word is Christ. In Romans 10 Paul interprets the word in Deuteronomy as Christ, referring
in verse 8 to “the word of the faith.” We may think that the word in Deuteronomy is the word of the
law, but Paul regards it as the word of the faith. The commandments, the testimonies, the statutes,
and the judgments are the word, and the word is the word of faith.

Since all these are synonyms of Christ, as we are reading Deuteronomy we may want to replace
them with the word Christ. To keep the law is to keep Christ. To love the commandments is to love
Christ. To receive the testimonies and judgments is to receive Christ. (Life-study of Deuteronomy, p.
46)

Today’s Reading

We have pointed out that Deuteronomy does not speak of the Spirit. However, Paul’s interpretation in
Romans 10 implies the Spirit; it implies that the Christ whom he is describing is the Spirit. Paul says,
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (v. 8). To be in our mouth and in our heart, this
word, which is Christ, must be the Spirit.

In his interpretation of Deuteronomy 30:11-14, Paul presents a wonderful description of Christ as the
incarnated, crucified, and resurrected One. Christ is the One who came down from the heavens in
incarnation; thus, there is no need for anyone to ascend to the heavens to bring Him down. Christ is also
the One who came out of the abyss, out of Hades, in resurrection; thus, there is no need for anyone to
descend into the abyss to bring Him up. Where is the Christ who came down from the heavens in
incarnation and who came up from the abyss in resurrection, and what kind of Christ is He today? This
Christ is in our mouth and in our heart, for He is now the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). This is the
biblical Christ, the Christ unveiled in the interpretation of Deuteronomy in Romans 10.

The Christ unveiled in Deuteronomy and Romans is the very God who became incarnated as a man.
This One was crucified and resurrected, and in resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit, who is the
air for us to breathe by calling upon Him. He is everywhere, waiting for people to call upon Him.
Romans 10:12 tells us that He is “rich to all who call upon Him.” When we first call, we receive Him as
life. As we continue to call upon the name of the Lord, He becomes our life supply, our strength, and our
everything.

[In Deuteronomy 29:18—30:10 Moses enacted another covenant with the new generation.] In
30:11-20 we have Moses’ concluding word.

The commandment which Moses was commanding the children of Israel was not too difficult for
them, nor was it distant (v. 11). It was not in heaven that they should say, “Who will ascend to heaven
for us and bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?” (v. 12). Nor was it across the sea that they should
say, “Who will go across the sea for us and bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?” (v. 13). But the

commandment was very near to them, even in their mouth and in their heart, that they might do it (v. 14).

As we have pointed out, in Romans 10:6-10 Paul relates the word spoken here to Christ for the New
Testament believers to receive for salvation. This is our basis for saying that Christ is unveiled
throughout the book of Deuteronomy. (Life-study of Deuteronomy, pp. 46-47, 190)

Further Reading: Life-study of Deuteronomy, msgs. 1-2, 6
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Christ as the Word of God

164 BEFE - HAEETHY
« WEEK 2 —HYMN (R 87 87 (V5188 KR, ARE)
Hymns, #188 e AT 4, U —, =, &, JL, o, T,
S AT (L R ) -
Dear Lord, Thou art the Son of God, N
His absolute expression; F KA 4/4
In Thee God speaks to us today, F C7 F C F BP Gm C
Thou art His definition. 3 1 5 5 ‘ 5 1 1 7 | 1 367 1 | 4 3 3 2 ‘
The impress of God’s substance true, Y— BEFEM/RE WP IJLF, S MTE W 0 FE N
Effulgence of His glory, X ’ ’ b ’
Thou even art our God Himself, B Gm G7 C B C7 F
In Thee is His full story. 1 443|26865|54321]|17
By Thee was mad the unverse, f O BT OE, KR B 2
Subsisting by Thy merit;
The heir, God hath appointed Thee,
That all Thou may inherit.
. . R A R EAR, T IR B 5
Since Thou hast purged our sins by death, . . . .
In heaven Thou art seated, RS EMEC, EME O ERE.
Till all Thy foes will be subdued
And all God’s will completed. s - - N
= FHAOAERIME, 2 R RFEAE,
Thou art the Finisher of faith, - N
As well its Author perfect; >|i7j‘§|€ E_ %'3 Uﬂ {;J_: 7¥( ’_Xl’, VJ_: IEé TEF YA Eg % JFEX °
By faith and love we follow Thee,
And e’er to Thee are subject.
i RV RATR, SR KA
nequaled is Thy worth, dear Lord, . N P
And all Thou art we treasure; %: ’ﬂj& ﬁ'L ﬁ& ’f/]f ’ffﬁ Hﬂ] %, }Eﬁ E/\] %‘ ,ilé: 4%'& hy‘ % B
Thou art so perfect and complete,
Beyond all human measure.
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WEEK 3 — OUTLINE

Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto

the Father 4% 0% - 16~18 B3 3-325 2 - 13
Scripture Reading: Eph. 2:16-18; Luke 15:3-32; Rev. 21:13 ¥ -
d eI (RS AER) axA L (BLAFE L
DAY1 » Y ANELZFH @B (#{:L:Ew A~ ek )—-‘”o: 18 :

I. Through God the Son, who is the Accomplisher, the means, and in God the Spirit, who is B RN EEE o %A PO ARF T G P —160

the Executor, the application, we have access unto God the Father, who is the Originator, 18 % :
the unique source (Eph. 2:18): | 54 fele S0 2P a5 L3 EH o
a : - AR 2rRe w AR A
A. Positionally, we were reconciled to God; experientially, we have access unto the Father o, kX s} AT R S s
(vv1618) 25%8;&% PR BRI RE AR TENETR G — L e 6
1. To be reconciled to God is to be saved; to have access unto the Father is to enjoy God. T
2. Both the Jewish and the Gentile believers have access unto the Father through Christ a PR M E L - PG B e g E e 2 E—16
(John 14:6; Eph. 2:18): T _ ’
a. Both the Jewish and the Gentile believers were reconciled in one Body to God; this b 4wl mAT - =2 > EFNEFLew W {l:ﬁ* ZE A
was a positional matter (v. 16). BGAPEXAM AR EIE L, ANMZRATET ]8T -
b. Now they both have access in one Spirit unto the Father; this is experiential, and in 3 EUEFY R gj&gﬁd ME A 5\ - AL A e
order to enjoy experientially what we have positionally, we need to be in the Spirit Yol @IEFR G T ABMKEE —Le o
(v. 18). Al o B @ A FRT Bk F|X PRt
3. To have access unto the Father is to contact God for our enjoyment; having been 4,&_;& ::] ;‘)j;;rf} i»j if;"f’: 5 7; L J R @ kP G TR

reconciled to God once for all, we now have access unto the Father for continual
enjoyment (John 14:6). B -
4. When we contact God, we come to Him through Christ in the Spirit unto the Father; -

this is the Triune God in our experience and enjoyment (Eph. 2:18). S REEHEF AL BTN s o R HEF A AL R
« DAY2 » g'jwrrwt’i;\, ,y:,jL FEz-Hsp—Hetz 14,24 =
B. The Father came to us through the Son in the Spirit, and now the Spirit brings us back to 16~17 + -
the Father through the Son; through this wonderful two-way traffic, we enjoy the Z 3 kAR AAMP PRI A kT 53 BARFH O A REXS
dispensing of the Triune God (2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 3:16-17a). MEBEINT ARG LI R —2 1T 44w 16-18
C. When the Son comes to preach the gospel to us, the Spirit also comes; when we receive the ;;7, LT A5 ke [T e
Son in His preaching, we receive the Spirit, and then the Spirit brings us back to the Father - T -
through the Son (2:17; John 14:16-18; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17a). B o=
« DAY3 » -
L 7 w4 2 g A = 3 = ) B0 e =
D. When we call on the Lord, passing through the Son, we are in the Spirit, because the Son LR 'j;'“i Fao -z ‘:E’: ’ T}“ Gl _g_u B sl ‘LL“ T}"i“ P —g x
and the Spirit are one and because the Spirit is the reality of the Son’s name; when we are Jf’“gd’ ””—k fﬂ‘ Ain— BRI s |G W T %
in the Spirit, we have access unto the Father, because the Father and the Son are one (1 - —tkwm A+ 30 -
Cor. 12:3; John 10:30). Eg I‘"m , 17{ VR R RS B S | IS T T G i
E. According to the truth, there are three steps—access through the Son, in the Spirit, and BRXpFNGER L >3 - S %Rz G
unto the Father; in our practical experience, however, these are three aspects of one 1 Aim- 4 ;]JL [P R T‘ﬁ Y HTH—2A - 18
experience: At R thz o = YR AT I ER G FL AT T2
1. When we believe in the Lord, we are in the Spirit and we have access unto the Father 2{_ 'L * v e AR <
(Eph. 2:18). IR P Y g - _ Canmom o o2
2. Once we call on the Lord’s name, we immediately have access in the Spirit unto the _u'ﬂx%_'* 7»d{qlq %;C HaR e k_”—;d— # LR AL
Father, because the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are one. FEZP=z-Aawm ,, A2 Fdopt %5 = - #H —187% -
F. Through the Son is through the Triune God, in the Spirit is in the Triune God, and unto the
Father is unto the Triune God; this is how we experience the Triune God (v. 18). Bwe s R T

« DAY4&DAY5 »
I1. The sequence of the Divine Trinity in Luke 15 is the same as that in Ephesians 2:18:

A. Inthe entire New Testament, Luke 15 is the chapter that most clearly reveals the mystery
of the Divine Trinity, with a particular emphasis on the love of the Triune God toward
sinners.

B. The Lord Jesus spoke three parables depicting how the Divine Trinity works to bring
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sinners back through the Son by the Spirit unto the Father.

C. In Luke 15 the sequence begins with the Son, goes to the Spirit, and leads to the Father;
this wonderful sequence is according to the steps of God’s salvation, which is based on
Christ’s redemption.

D. The Son comes as the Shepherd to seek after the lost sheep (vv. 3-7), the Spirit as the
woman enlightens the house and eventually finds the lost coin (vv. 8-10), and the Father
receives the returned son (vv. 11-32); this shows the divine economy of the Divine Trinity
with the redeeming Son, the sanctifying Spirit, and the receiving Father (Rom. 3:24; Eph.
1:7; 2 Thes. 2:13):

1. The reason the Son is mentioned first is that in God’s salvation the One who comes,
practically speaking, is the Son; the Son comes to accomplish redemption, the
foundation of our salvation (Gal. 1:4).

2. Then the Spirit comes to find us; because of the Spirit’s finding of us, we repent and
come back to the Father, who is waiting to receive us.

E. The parables in Luke 15:3-32 unveil the love of the Triune God toward sinners:

1. The Lord’s word here emphasizes the love of the Divine Trinity more than the fallen
condition and repentance of the penitent sinner.

2. The divine love is fully expressed in the Son’s tender care as the good Shepherd, in the
Spirit’s fine seeking as the treasure lover, and in the Father’s warm receiving as a
loving father (John 16:27; Eph. 2:4).

« DAY6 »

The Divine Trinity revealed in Ephesians 2:18 and Luke 15:3-32 is the triune entrance

into the New Jerusalem:

A. The Triune God is our entrance into Himself; the three gates on each of the four sides of
the New Jerusalem signify the entrance through the Triune God (Rev. 21:13):

1. The three persons of the Godhead are the three gates, which form one complete
entrance (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 1:4-6).

2. The Son’s redeeming, the Spirit’s seeking, and the Father’s receiving are a threefold
entrance into the New Jerusalem.

B. Ephesians 2:18 and the parables in Luke 15 unveil a complete triune entrance, one entrance
in three steps:

1. The Son died on the cross to find us outwardly, the Spirit came to seek us by searching
within our being, and due to the Spirit’s inner searching, we repented and came back to
the Father.

2. Based upon the Son’s redemption and through the Spirit’s searching, the Father is
ready to receive us back to Himself so that we may enjoy Him; this is the triune
entrance into the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:13).
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK3—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain the
2:16-18 enmity by it. And coming, He announced peace as the gospel to you who were far off,
and peace to those who were near, for through Him [Christ] we both have access in
one Spirit unto the Father.

The trinity of the Godhead is implied [in Ephesians 2:18]. Through God the Son, who is the
Accomplisher, the means, and in God the Spirit, who is the Executor, the application, we have
access unto God the Father, who is the Originator, the source of our enjoyment. First, the Father
came to us in the Son, and then the Son came into us as the Spirit. Now through the Son we have
access in the Spirit unto the Father to draw near to Him and enjoy Him.

According to the context of this verse, through the redemption of Christ all the Jewish and the
Gentile believers, who were once at enmity, have access to the Father in one Spirit. First, both the
Jewish and the Gentile believers were reconciled in one Body to God (v. 16). That was a positional
matter. Then they both have access in one Spirit unto the Father. This is experiential. To be
reconciled to God is to be saved; to have access unto the Father is to enjoy God, who, as the source
of life, regenerated us to be His sons. (Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, pp. 85-86)

Today’s Reading

In the one Body we have been reconciled to God through the cross. This is a fact. Now we may have
access unto the Father and contact Him directly. This is an experience. We have been reconciled to God
positionally for salvation, and we have access unto the Father experientially for enjoyment. It is
significant that these verses do not say that we are reconciled to the Father and have access to God. No,
having been reconciled to God once for all, we now have access to the Father for a continual enjoyment.

Remember, Christ did not reconcile individuals. He reconciled two peoples, the Jews and the Gentiles,
in one Body. If He had merely reconciled individual sinners, He would not have needed to reconcile
them in the Body. But in order to reconcile two collective peoples, He had to do so in the Body.

The Jews and the Gentiles once were separated, but on the cross Christ broke down the wall of
separation and created them into one entity, the one new man. But what about their relationship to God?
In order for them to be reconciled to God, there was the need of a body as the instrument. When Christ
created the two into one new man, He simultaneously reconciled them to God in one Body. When they
were created into the new man, it was possible for them to be reconciled to God in one Body. Hence, the
one Body was the means through which they were reconciled to God.

After being reconciled to God, there was still the need for the Jews and the Gentiles to have access
unto the Father for enjoyment. This access is not merely in the Body, but also in the Spirit. To be in the
Body is a fact, but to be in the Spirit is an experience. Although we are in the Body, we may not be in the
Spirit. Instead, we may be in our wandering thoughts. As you sit in a meeting, for example, you may
travel around the world in your mind. This illustrates the fact that we need to be experientially in the
Spirit.

When we are in the Spirit, we enjoy the Father. We may have God in fact by being in the Body, but if
we would enjoy the Father in experience, we must be in the Spirit. Once we were far off from God, but
we have been reconciled to Him positionally. Now there is no separation, no partition, between us and
God. However, if we are not in the Spirit, we do not have the enjoyment of this fact. Hence, in order to
enjoy experientially what we possess positionally, we need to be in the Spirit. (Life-study of Ephesians,
pp. 228-230)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, Isn. 45; Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 26
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to the Father
14:6 except through Me.
2 Cor. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
13:14 Spirit be with you all.

When Christ preaches [the] gospel by Himself as the life-giving Spirit, and when we hear and
accept such a gospel, what do we receive? The main thing we receive is the life-giving Spirit. Most
Christians do not realize this. Do not think when we receive the gospel we mainly receive
forgiveness of sins or justification. The main thing we receive by accepting such a gospel is the
Spirit. Suppose an unbeliever says, “Lord Jesus, thank You. You are my Savior, and | accept You.
Lord, come into my heart.” Immediately, Christ the Preacher, as the Spirit, will enter into that one,
and he will receive the Spirit. Therefore, Ephesians 2:18 speaks concerning the Spirit: “For through
Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father.” Now we have the Spirit and are in the
Spirit, and the Spirit brings us to the Father, the source. (The Divine Dispensing of the Divine
Trinity, pp. 163-164)

Today’s Reading

Through Christ the Son we have access in one Spirit unto the Father. Notice that this verse does not
say that we have access unto the Spirit; it speaks of access unto the Father. The Spirit is unto us, whereas
we are unto the Father. The Father came to us in the Son, and the Son came into us as the Spirit. Now
through the Son the Spirit brings us unto the Father. This is for the dispensing of the Triune God into us
so that the church may come into existence.

To have access unto the Father is to contact God for enjoyment. Whenever we come to God to contact
Him, we enjoy Him. There is no enjoyment better than this. When we contact God, we come to Him
through Christ in the Spirit to the Father. This is the Divine Trinity in our experience as our enjoyment.
We all have been sealed with the Spirit as a pledge that God is our inheritance for us to enjoy. Now
through the Son in the Spirit we come to the Father to enjoy Him.

According to the context, this verse also indicates that through Christ all the Jewish and Gentile
believers, who were once at enmity, have access to the Father in one Spirit for their enjoyment. No
matter whether we are Jewish or Gentile believers, we all are coming to the Father, through the Son, in
the one Spirit, to enjoy the Father as our inheritance.

The access in one Spirit is unto the Father. Positionally we were reconciled to God; experientially we
have access unto the Father. To be reconciled to God is to be saved; to have access unto the Father is to
enjoy God, who, as the source of life, has regenerated us to be His sons.

Chapter two of Ephesians tells us that God loved us (v. 4), enlivened us (v. 5), raised us up (v. 6), and
seated us in the heavenlies (v. 6), to make us His poem, His masterpiece (v. 10). The God who did this is
the Father as the source acting through a channel, Christ the Son. When the Son came, He came in the
Father’s name (John 5:43); He came with the Father (John 8:29; 16:32). The Father is the source who
planned all things, and the Son is the means, the course, who accomplished the Father’s purpose. Christ
became the channel in which and by which God enlivened us, raised us up, and seated us in the
heavenlies. After His death and resurrection, Christ came as the Spirit to preach the gospel (Eph. 2:17).
When the Spirit came, He came with the Father (John 15:26) in the Son’s name (John 14:26). This means
that when the Spirit came, the Son came. Therefore, when the Son comes to preach the gospel to us, the
Spirit also comes. When we receive the Son in His preaching, we receive the Spirit. The Spirit then
brings us back to the Father through the Son. The Father came to us through the Son in the Spirit, and
now the Spirit brings us back to the Father through the Son. Through this wonderful two-way traffic we
enjoy the dispensing of the Triune God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1014-1015)

Further Reading: The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 16; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 94
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. Therefore | make known to you that no one speaking in the Spirit of God says, Jesus is
12:3 accursed; and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit.
John | and the Father are one.
10:30

It is true that the Triune God is one God, but there is the aspect of three—the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit. As the Son, He came to die to redeem us from our sins. However, this does not mean that
while the Son was dying, the Father and the Spirit were not there. The New Testament clearly
indicates that when the Son was dying on the cross, the Father and the Spirit were both passing
through death (Acts 20:28; Heb. 9:14). Therefore, redemption was accomplished by the Triune God,
but it was accomplished by the Triune God in the Son; that is, it was the Son who accomplished
redemption. Through our repenting and believing, the Son’s redemption is applied to us sinners for
the forgiveness and purification of our sins. Thus, it is through the Son, that is, through the
effectiveness of the Son’s redemption, that we are qualified to come before God. (The Four Crucial
Elements of the Bible—Christ, the Spirit, Life, and the Church, p. 94)

Today’s Reading

To be through the Son [Eph. 2:18] is to pass through the Son, to pass through the Son is to believe in
the Son, and to believe in the Son is to receive the Son (John 1:12). When we receive the Son, we call
upon the name of the Lord Jesus. When we call on the Lord, passing through the Son, we are in the Spirit
because the Son and the Spirit are one and because the Spirit is the reality of the Son’s name. Then,
when we are in the Spirit, we have access unto the Father, because the Father is in the Son’s name and
the Father and the Son are one. According to the truth, these are three steps: we have access through the
Son, in the Spirit, and unto the Father. In our practical experience, however, these are three aspects of
one experience. Once we believe in the Lord, we are in the Spirit and we have access unto the Father.
The explanation given to us in the Bible is that we have access through the Son, in the Spirit, and unto
the Father, but in our experience these things all happen simultaneously. Once we call on the Lord’s
name, we immediately have access in the Spirit unto the Father, because the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit are one. Thus, it is impossible for us to experience Christ without experiencing the Triune God,
because whenever we call on the Lord’s name, we are in the Spirit and we have access unto the Father.
This may be compared to the flow of an electrical current that first comes out of the power plant, then
passes through the wires, and is finally transmitted into our homes. In practicality, however, we simply
turn on the switch and immediately use the electricity.

When Ephesians 2:18 speaks of these three steps, it is telling us not that the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit are three different persons but that they are one God in three aspects: the aspect of His redeeming
us, the aspect of His applying redemption to us, and the aspect of His coming into us for our enjoyment.
This is to have access through the Son, in the Spirit, and unto the Father. Through the Son is through the
Triune God, in the Spirit is in the Triune God, and unto the Father is unto the Triune God. This is how
we enjoy all the fullness of the Triune God. We cannot experience Christ without experiencing the
Triune God. It is an enormous mistake to say that we experience Christ without experiencing the Triune
God....Even among the saints in the Lord’s recovery, there may still be some who unconsciously hold
this mistaken concept. We must clearly and thoroughly see that to be in Christ is to be in the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit. Christ cannot be separated from the Father or the Spirit because Colossians 2:9
clearly says that all the fullness of the Godhead, that is, all the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit, dwells in Christ bodily. (The Four Crucial Elements of the Bible—Christ, the Spirit, Life, and the
Church, pp. 94-95)

Further Reading: The Four Crucial Elements of the Bible—Christ, the Spirit, Life, and the Church, ch. 6;
The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 284
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke ...He calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for |
15:6 have found my sheep that was lost.
9 ...She calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, Rejoice with me, for | have found
the coin which I lost.
24 ... This son of mine was dead and lives again; he was lost and has been found. And they
began to be merry.

If we want to understand that God is triune, we need to be familiar with Luke 15, which gives the
best illustration of this matter. This chapter consists of three sections concerning a shepherd, a
woman, and a father. The shepherd signifies Christ, the Son, coming to find us, the woman signifies
the Holy Spirit thoroughly illuminating us within, and the father signifies God the Father receiving
us, fallen men, back to His house. We may say that in the entire New Testament Luke 15 is the
chapter which most clearly unveils the mystery of the Divine Trinity, with a particular emphasis on
the love of the Triune God toward sinners. (The Economy of God and the Mystery of the
Transmission of the Divine Trinity, p. 45)

Today’s Reading

First Timothy 1:1 speaks of God our Savior, for in His salvation He is not a law-giving God but the
saving God. In Titus 3:4 and 5 Paul says that “the kindness and the love to man of our Savior God
appeared” and that “according to His mercy He saved us.” It is the kindness and love of our Savior God
that has saved us and made us different from others.

The believers have been saved by God in His trinity. In saving us God surely is the Triune God. The
Father planned, the Son accomplished the Father’s plan, and the Spirit applies what the Son has
accomplished according to the Father’s plan. Therefore, the Trinity has been exercised to save us.

The operation of the Divine Trinity in the salvation of sinners is revealed in the three parables in Luke
15. These parables unveil and depict how the Divine Trinity works to bring sinners back through the Son
by the Spirit to the Father....The Son came in His humanity as the Shepherd to find the sinner as a lost
sheep and bring it back home (vv. 4-7). The Spirit seeks the sinner as a woman seeks carefully one lost
coin until she finds it (vv. 8-10). The Father receives the repenting and returned sinner as a certain man
receives his prodigal son (vv. 11-32). The entire Divine Trinity treasures the sinner and participates in
bringing him back to God. All three parables emphasize the love of the Divine Trinity more than the
fallen condition and repentance of the penitent sinner. The divine love is fully expressed in the Son’s
tender care as the good Shepherd, in the Spirit’s fine seeking as the treasure lover, and in the Father’s
warm receiving as a loving father.

In Matthew 28:19 the sequence [of the Trinity] is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. But in Luke
[15] we first have the Son as the shepherd, then the Spirit as the woman, and finally the Father as the
father receiving his returned son....This sequence is exactly the same as that in Ephesians 2:18: “Through
Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father.” According to this verse, our access first is
through the Son and then in the Spirit. Through the Son and in the Spirit we have access unto the Father.
This is our access into the Triune God, access through the Son, in the Spirit, and unto the Father. Truly,
as believers in Christ, we have been saved by God in His trinity.

It is of God the Father that we have been saved (2 Thes. 2:13). To say that salvation is of God the
Father means that the Father is the origin of our salvation. The Father originated our
salvation....Furthermore, we are saved in God the Son. The Son is the element, the sphere, and the means
in which we are saved....The believers are saved through God the Spirit (Titus 3:5). The Spirit is the
Triune God reaching us and applied to us. Thus, we are saved through the Spirit’s application. Our
salvation is of the Father, in the Son, and through the Spirit. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1454-1456)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 133, 275
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3— DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses,
1:7 according to the riches of His grace.
2 Thes. But we ought to thank God always concerning you, brothers beloved of the Lord,
2:13 because God chose you from the beginning unto salvation in sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth.

Luke 15 reveals that the Son came as the Shepherd to seek after the lost sheep (vv. 1-7), that the
Spirit as the woman enlightens the house and eventually finds the lost coin (vv. 8-10), and that the
Father receives the returned son (vv. 11-32). This shows the divine economy of the Divine Trinity
with the redeeming Son, the sanctifying Spirit, and the receiving Father. Through the Son and in the
Spirit, we have access unto the Father [Eph. 2:18]. The Lord told three parables in Luke 15 to unveil
the saving love of the Triune God toward sinners. The lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son are
one lost person in three aspects. Luke 15 shows that we cannot be sought for and found and brought
to the Father directly. We can come to the Father only through Christ and in the Spirit. (Basic
Lessons on Service, p. 41)

Today’s Reading

Luke 15:1 and 2 say, “Now all the tax collectors and sinners were drawing near to Him to hear Him.
And both the Pharisees and the scribes murmured among themselves, saying, This man welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” The tax collectors and sinners were grateful to the Man-Savior and drew near to
Him. But the religious people were bothered by this and grumbled that the Lord welcomed sinners and
ate with them.

In answering the self-righteous Pharisees and scribes,...[the Savior] spoke three parables unveiling and
depicting how the Divine Trinity works to bring sinners back through the Son by the Spirit to the
Father....The entire Divine Trinity treasures the sinner and participates in bringing him back to God. All
three parables emphasize the love of the Divine Trinity....The divine love is fully expressed in the Son’s
tender care as the good Shepherd, in the Spirit’s fine seeking as the treasure lover, and in the Father’s
warm receiving as a loving father.

When | was young | heard much concerning how the loving father received the prodigal son. I also
heard about the good shepherd. But it was not pointed out to me that in these three parables we can see
the Trinity, with each parable referring to one of the Trinity. Clearly, the shepherd refers to the Son, the
woman refers to the Spirit, and the father refers to the heavenly Father. Therefore, in these parables the
Three of the Trinity are clearly depicted.

It is important for us to understand why the Son is mentioned first in Luke 15. The reason the Son is
first is that in God’s salvation the One who comes, practically speaking, is the Son. The Son comes to
accomplish redemption, which is the first need, because redemption is the foundation of our salvation.
The redemption accomplished by Christ’s death on the cross is the base of God’s salvation. Once this
foundation has been laid, we can build upon it. In order to accomplish redemption, the Son, portrayed in
Luke 15 as the good shepherd, comes first.

Now that the Son has accomplished redemption, the Spirit comes to find us. The book of Acts
indicates this. In the Gospels the Son came to accomplish redemption. After the accomplishment of
redemption by the Son, we see from the book of Acts that the Spirit comes to seek us and find us.
Because of the Spirit’s finding of us, we repent and come back to God the Father. Then, according to the
third parable in Luke 15, the Father is waiting for us to come back.

What a wonderful sequence we have in Luke 15! The sequence here is not according to persons of the
Trinity; the sequence is according to the steps of God’s salvation, the salvation based on Christ’s
redemption. God’s salvation is by the Son, through the Spirit, and unto the Father. (Life-study of Luke,
pp. 289-291)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msg. 34; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 67
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3 —DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father
28:19 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Rev. On the east three gates, and on the north three gates, and on the south three gates, and
21:13 on the west three gates.

In the New Testament, the Triune God is our entrance into Himself....This is the entrance into the
kingdom of God which consummates in the New Jerusalem. These three parables [Luke 15] portray
a complete triune entrance. It is one entrance, but in three steps. If the Son had never come to die on
the cross, there would be no basis for us to enter into the kingdom of God. By dying on the cross,
He laid the foundation to open up the gates. Following the Son’s redemption, the Spirit came, not to
find us outwardly, but to search us inwardly. The Son died on the cross to find us outwardly, but the
Spirit came to seek us by searching within our being. All of us who have been regenerated have had
this experience. Due to the Spirit’s inner searching, we repented and came to our senses. We
realized that we were foolish to be a prodigal son eating the husks. Through the searching of the
Spirit, we woke up and repented and came back to the Father. Based upon the Son’s redemption and
through the Spirit’s searching, the Father was ready to receive us back into His house to enjoy Him
and to enjoy His rich inheritance. This is our triune entrance. (God’s New Testament Economy, pp.
358-359)

Today’s Reading

Without such an allegory of a city at the end of the Bible with three gates on each of its four sides, it
would be difficult to understand and to see the triune entrance. Ephesians 2:18 covers all three aspects of
the triune entrance. This verse says, “For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the
Father.” We were sinners who were far away from the Father, far away from the commonwealth of
Israel, far away from God’s interest, far away from the kingdom of God, and far away from the ultimate
consummation of God’s economy, the New Jerusalem. But, Hallelujah! The Son came to be our channel
and through this channel we get into the Spirit, and the Spirit brings us unto the Father. We may also say
that through Christ we have access in one Spirit into the Father. We do not only come unto the Father but
we also come into Him. Through the Son as a channel and by the Spirit as a sphere, we have been
brought not only unto the Father but also into the Father. The three persons of the Godhead are the three
gates which form one complete entrance.

In our fellowship concerning the gates of the New Jerusalem we will use the words entrance and entry.
Entrance will be used to denote the gates and entry will be used to denote the entering in. We need to
consider how we entered into the kingdom of God in our experience. When we heard the preaching of
the gospel, the Spirit worked within us. We then believed in Jesus Christ and were touched by the Spirit
to call on the name of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God who became incarnated to be our Redeemer.
Eventually, we reached the Father and were brought into the Father. This is the triune entry.

No one can enter into God without the inspiration of the Spirit and without the redemption of the Son.
In order to enter into the Father, there is the need of the Spirit and the Son. We entered into the Father
through the Son as a channel and in the Spirit as a sphere. In the ultimate consummation of the entire
revelation of the sixty-six books of the Bible there is an allegory, a picture, showing us how to enter into
God through three gates. We enter into God through the triune entrance. The Son is the channel, the
Spirit is the sphere, and the Father is the very destination. Now we are in the Father, in His kingdom, in
His interest, and in the church. Eventually we will be in the New Jerusalem. (God’s New Testament
Economy, pp. 359-361)

Further Reading: God’s New Testament Economy, chs. 35, 39; Life-study of Revelation, msg. 63
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Experiencing the Triune God—Having Access through Christ in One Spirit unto
the Father

« WEEK 3 —HYMN

Hymns, #608

1 What mystery, the Father, Son, and Spirit,
In person three, in substance all are one.
How glorious, this God our being enters
To be our all, thru Spirit in the Son!

The Triune God has now become our all!
How wonderful! How glorious!

This Gift divine we never can exhaust!
How excellent! How marvelous!

2 How rich the source, the Father as the fountain,
And all this wealth He wants man to enjoy!
O blessed fact, this vast exhaustless portion
Is now for us forever to employ!

3 How wonderful, the Son is God’s expression
Come in the flesh to dwell with all mankind!
Redemption’s work, how perfectly effective,
That sinners we with God might oneness find.

4 The Spirit is the Son’s transfiguration
Come into us as life the full supply.
Amazing fact, our spirit with the Spirit
Now mingles and in oneness joins thereby!

(9]

How real it is that God is now the Spirit
For us to touch, experience day by day!
Astounding fact, with God we are one spirit,
And differ not in life in any way!
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WEEK 4 — OUTLINE

The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

Scripture Reading: Eph. 1:17; 2:10, 15; 3:16-19; 4:3-6, 11-16; 5:2, 8-9, 26-27; 6:10-13, 17-18

DAY1 »

. The economy of God (His household administration according to His heart’s desire)

revealed in the book of Ephesians is accomplished by the exercise of our mingled spirit
for the dispensing of the Triune God into us unto the building up of the church as the
Body of Christ (1 Tim. 1:3-6; Eph. 1:5; 3:8-10; 1:10; 3:2; cf. 1 Tim. 3:9; Col. 2:2; Eph.
3:4;5:32).

. Each chapter of Ephesians reveals the mingled spirit (our human spirit regenerated and

indwelt by the compound, all-inclusive, consummated Spirit); when we turn to our spirit

and exercise our spirit, we touch the Body, because the Body is in our spirit:

A. Ephesians 1:17 reveals that we must pray for a spirit of wisdom and revelation to see the
mystery of God’s economy, which is to dispense Christ as the mystery of God into God’s
chosen people to make them the reality of the Body of Christ as the mystery of Christ (v.
18; 3:9; 5:32; 6:19; Col. 2:2).

B. Ephesians 2:22 reveals that our spirit is the dwelling place of God; we are “being built
together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.”

C. Ephesians 3:5 reveals that the mingled spirit is the means by which the revelation of Christ
and the church is revealed to the apostles and prophets.

« DAY2 »

D. Ephesians 3:16 reveals that our spirit is our inner man, our new person, our new spirit, our
new man; we need to pray to be strengthened with power into the inner man for the reality
of the Body life, which is the inner experience of the indwelling Christ as life for God’s
glory in the church (vv. 16-21).

E. Ephesians 4:23 reveals that we must allow the renewing Spirit mingled with our
regenerated spirit to become the spirit of our mind so that we can be renewed day by day to
become as new as the New Jerusalem for the reality of the Body of Christ as the new man
(v. 24; Titus 3:5; 2 Cor. 4:16; Col. 3:10-11).

F. Ephesians 5:18 reveals that we must be filled with the beautifying, bride-preparing Spirit
mingled with our spirit so that we can be prepared to be Christ’s glorious church, His
beautiful bride and the house of God’s beauty, for God’s expression (vv. 26-27; Isa. 60:7,
19; 62:3; Gen. 1:26).

G. Ephesians 6:18 reveals that we must pray at every time in our spirit in order to experience
the slaying Spirit mingled with our spirit; in this way everything of God’s adversary can be
killed within us, enabling us to rule in the divine life of the Spirit over Satan, sin, and death
for God’s dominion (vv. 17-18).

« DAY3 »

Each chapter of Ephesians, concerning the producing, existing, growing, building up, and
fighting of the church as the Body of Christ, is composed of the divine economy, the
dispensing of the Triune God into the members of the Body of Christ:

A. Ephesians 1 unveils that God the Father chose and predestinated these members in eternity
(vv. 3-6), that God the Son redeemed them (vv. 7-12), and that God the Spirit, as a pledge,
sealed them (vv. 13-14), thus imparting Himself into His believers for the formation of the
church, which is the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (vv. 18-23).

B. Ephesians 2 shows us that in the Divine Trinity all the believers, both Jewish and Gentile,
have access unto God the Father, through God the Son, in God the Spirit (v. 18); this
indicates that the three coexist and coinhere simultaneously, even after all the processes of
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection.

« DAY4 »

C. Ephesians 3 speaks of the apostle’s prayer that God the Father would grant the believers to
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be strengthened through God the Spirit into their inner man, that Christ, God the Son, may
make His home in their hearts, that is, occupy their entire inner being, so that they may be
filled unto all the fullness of God (vv. 14-19); this is the climax of the believers’
experience of and participation in God in His Divine Trinity.

D. Ephesians 4 portrays how the processed God as the Spirit, the Lord, and the Father is
mingled with the Body of Christ (vv. 4-6) so that all the members may experience the
Divine Trinity.

E. Ephesians 5 exhorts the believers to praise the Lord, God the Son, with the songs of God
the Spirit and to give thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, to God the
Father (vv. 19-20); this is to praise and thank the processed God in His Divine Trinity for
our enjoyment of Him as the Triune God.

F. Ephesians 6 instructs us to fight the spiritual warfare by being empowered in the Lord, God
the Son, putting on the whole armor of God the Father, and wielding the sword of God the
Spirit; this is our experience and enjoyment of the Triune God even in spiritual warfare
(wv. 10-11, 17).

« DAY5 »

. Each chapter of the book of Ephesians unveils the mystery of the Body of Christ as the

organism of the Triune God from a particular point of view:

A. Ephesians 1 reveals that the Body of Christ is the issue of the dispensing of the processed
Trinity and the transmitting of the transcending Christ:

1. The Father’s dispensing in His choosing and predestinating issues in His many sons as
His house in sanctification (vv. 3-6).

2. The Son’s dispensing in His redeeming and saving issues in the believers as God’s
inheritance in His transformation (vv. 7-12).

3. The Spirit’s dispensing in His sealing and pledging issues in God as the believers’
inheritance unto their perfection (vv. 13-14).

4. The transcending Christ’s transmitting in His rising and ascending issues in His Body
as His expression unto the believers’ consummation (vv. 19-23).

B. Ephesians 2 reveals that the Body of Christ is the masterpiece of the Triune God as the one
new man (vv. 10, 15-16):

1. On the cross Christ created the one new man in Himself by abolishing in His flesh the
law of the commandments in ordinances, all the forms or ways of living and worship
that divide mankind (vv. 14-15).

2. The worldly people regard cultural differences as a source of prestige, but in the Body
of Christ as the one new man we have lost this prestige; now our only prestige is Christ
and the genuine oneness (4:3-4a).

3. In the one new man there is only one person—the all-inclusive Christ; this one new
man has one mouth to speak the same thing in one accord (Col. 1:18b; 3:10-11; Eph.
2:15; Rom. 15:6; 1 Cor. 1:10).

C. Ephesians 3 reveals that the Body of Christ is the fullness of the Triune God by our being
supplied with the riches of Christ and by Christ’s making His home in our hearts (vv. 8,
14-19):

1. God has an economy to distribute the unsearchable riches of Christ into our being so
that we become His fullness, His expression (vv. 2, 7-9, 19).

2. We need to pray daily to be strengthened into our inner man so that the Triune God
may carry out His unique work to build Himself in Christ into our hearts for Him to
become our intrinsic constitution for the mutual abode of God and man (vv. 16-17;
John 14:23).

D. Ephesians 4 reveals that the Body of Christ is the mingling of the processed Triune God
with the regenerated believers and that this one Body is built up by the one ministry:

1. The one Spirit, one Lord, and one God and Father are mingled together with the
believers into one entity to be the organic Body of Christ (vv. 4-6).

2. The Body of Christ is built up by the one ministry, which perfects us to grow up into
Christ, the Head, in all things and to function out from Him in order to supply the Body
for its building up in love (vv. 11-16).

« DAY6 »

E. Ephesians 5 reveals that the Body of Christ is composed of the children of light to be the
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bride of Christ for the satisfaction of Christ:
1. We were once not only dark but darkness itself because we were one with Satan; now

we are not only the children of light but light itself because we are one with God in the i® AR R
Lord (v. 8; Matt. 5:14). ] AwmAH7A ~F 2R 150 % {3 -3 N IR ENUNF i
2. The lampstand signifies that the church as the reproduction of the Triune God is a - ey AWM gkt 5y T’G{Jc AEo FA AWM AL 2
living, golden tree, blossoming with resurrection life as the shining light, which is the LA E- 8% 17 ’ * 714-
fruit of the light for the full expression of the Triune God (Exo. 25:31-34; Num. 17:8; 2 é FRLLEZ g 2 EEimgr ¥ FEFDL 2
Rev. 1:11-12; Eph. 5:9; Gal. 5:22). o frﬁﬁsbﬁ.rﬁﬂe ) ffa{"n 2 R f« Frima; g — FIE
3. As children of light, walking in love and light, we will be prepared to be Christ’s 3-34> A+ = 8% 11~12> 23 9547 22 )
glorious bride by the life-giving Spirit’s sanctifying us, cleansing us by the washing of 3 AMERGILL s AFfokd FEL A »7&’;[‘5 A e 3t 8
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F. Ephesians 6 reveals that the Body of Christ is the corporate warrior of the Triune God for 18 ~ 26~27 -
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1. Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter but a matter of the Body; the church as the Hafh, = r.«;
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians A Ay Y e e R g
« WEEK 4 — DAY 1 » R
vl
Morning Nourishment E *
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Eph. Predestinating us_unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good S ? f;%:‘ﬂi'f :r$ feéf2 = l A %i%f? T
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10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ...
3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things.
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After God’s will, purpose, good pleasure, and counsel, there is God’s economy [Eph. 1:5-11]. ,5‘;2:%;‘ @Jr% ;fﬁ_h Jf,' H Qm}; %] \ jji m;j ,’ch;[ﬁ ) ;E ,1,1 }Qll
God’s economy is God’s household administration, God’s plan and arrangement. With an % , [,;i‘ %) LT B P oA AT AR 0 (T Ry o e P
admigistratig,(tjhere ilsI the neeg of a plan, and Whith e;]plan, there is ther:legd of an a:rangenlzent. ¥ i S _HEL e e 7> A 3 il o AT RS ,LN ,
Based upon God’s will, He made a purpose....Then the Divine Trinity had a council to make a o o gk L, I g L, 4 ) 2
decision, which is the divine counsel. Based upon that counsel, God made a plan with an 7;0 J‘ TOEeR R B e R 2 R hiae e ik
arrangement, and this plan with this arrangement is His household administration, His economy. #g % c( P E RS 4 L—E“E‘ BT hAF LT ( 10)
God’s economy (dispensation, plan) is to head up all things in Christ (Eph. 1:10). It is to bring all FFme - 2w p A5 ﬁ. e ﬁ 2T o ns RN AR
the items in the universe under the headship of Christ. God’s economy is God’s dispensation, plan, Tﬁaférrni e 2 (29 - 9+ )o e 31 Fkie B AT & o
arrangement, of the mystery of His will (3:9; 1:9a). What God wanted in eternity past was a 2 8- ,ﬁ? Foo 3 R4 ﬁi’ oM iETER IS #E;’I.‘L{# 1% 4L
mystery. Based upon that mystery, God made an arrangement, and that arrangement is His (A3 oxgehd SEA 22 7 )o
economy. (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, p. 35)
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In each of the six chapters of Ephesians, the human spirit is mentioned. Our human spirit has been - R RAFRIRLRRP LEANIHE- Ao > BT
regenerated and indwelt by the compound, all-inclusive, consummated Spirit to make this spirit a FERMP Y >4 mF BT ‘Ffi e NN Z & Lo ok R o
mingled spirit. 79
In 1:17 the apostle Paul prayed that the Father would give us such a mingled spirit of wisdom to ;‘ 7 Al AL i)‘ i N FEA F4 5 IR > R é"‘f i\‘
understand and of revelation to see. We need the revelation and the enlightenment to see the mystery of i ”*?,‘":T ° ie r”fltl - |—E‘; % ﬂfﬁﬁ oo Ly BLC B ’f\ in ‘5 T
God’s economy. We also need to understand, to apprehend, what we see by the divine wisdom. The %g °,§k n¥ ,"{,—FZ “jd' %% 5L KA Ay o AN GPEL
economy of God is a real mystery, yet it has been revealed to us. We can see His economy, and it is Fl a0 i'“f 27 ”’ N L Rl TG p e gl B
made known to us so that we can receive it, understand it, apprehend it, and participate in it. ;g *- b o T ”“Lj é\z ;”'f K = B 7_7 ;"—ﬂ’: %r r}”% ::r o A
— By v ) 3 BT
Ephesians 2:22 says that all the believers are being built together to be God’s dwelling place in spirit. E {i #Z,ﬁq o AR ;%’j;; o er ; ]'é *Z e 5‘ ;T
God needs a dwelling place, not just in the heavens but on the earth, and this dwelling place must be Mo A TR E A B o AA B Gy R g
organic in our spirit. This spirit is not the dweller; rather, it is the dwelling place. God mingled Himself A e o ﬂiﬁ _&;131%;.&&# N
\_Nlth_our s_plrlt, and our spirit is His dwelling place. God is here dwelling in us. He is in our spirit, which Moeh% B e i 2w s i a‘Zﬂ" k(= 5]
is His resting place. WL AAH L e LT AE 2o A ME R pq i ATIE
The economy of God, which is so mysterious, has been unveiled to the apostles and the prophets in AR L% L e o g xfrf" 1" mﬂ&( ke 12)-
their spirit [3:5]. This revelation was given not in their mind but in their spirit. If we are going to A A LA AW AT o AN 7Y fﬂ% A e Lm <P T
understand, to realize, the reality of God’s mysterious economy, we must learn to discern our spirit from EAHRFIR FaRANLZ- e Anay L_?" Ay 53
our soul (Heb. 4:12). We should not be bothered by our soul. We should not be troubled, complicated, IR AR A o AR *}rrﬁ RILoAMF G G2 B 7’p¢rﬂ‘]“* [P
and perplexed by our mind. Instead, we should always turn to our spirit where we can meet the divine PIE G AR SRR A FT LR ;6 v iEA N s (%idid e
Spirit. In our mingled spirit, we have the capacity to see the mystery of God’s economy, to understand it, H3IzZ-2 8B4 ﬁiﬁi'*i/ifﬁ- %% 4 T34 AT )
to apprehend it, and to receive it and retain it as our portion. (The Issue of the Dispensing of the WY A Az § T 50T E&i 2} jA o Iy B E B
Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ, pp. 81-82) ¢ #\Eﬁ AN J'J‘jfr‘;ﬁ' ChAes T2 E'-r iy it Mr@ 3 *ﬁ
Paul says in Ephesians 3:5, “Which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it W jfltgfﬂ:, ...I:j/mjp_““:f@ fedw f LA T e A R
has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in spirit.”...The spirit here refers to...the AT j - é ";’ £ A r’:g T fg\’,ﬂ g f’; ;
mingled spirit, the human spirit mingled with God’s Spirit. Such a mingled spirit was the means by f‘z:. LR, 7 N 5% ing & F R o g
which the New Testament revelation concerning Christ and the church was made known to the apostles = &i ; 3 'LM v;r \:r:r" )&x 5 Rirk: i
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and prophets. We need the same spirit to see such a revelation today. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 785) [ iﬁdﬁé/*: ﬁ RS S ST
Further Reading: The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, chs. 3-4; The Issue of the Dispensing of the o8 -k R i F AR R Iy I Lo
Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ, chs. 6-7; The Divine Economy, ch. R °

1; The Economy of God, chs. 1, 3-4, 24; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 1-2; The
Economy and Dispensing of God, chs. 1-2
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
3:16 power through His Spirit into the inner man.

4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

In Ephesians 3:16 Paul goes on to speak of the inner man....The inner man is our regenerated
spirit with God’s life as its life. In order to experience Christ as the embodiment of God, we need to
be strengthened into our inner man. However, by nature the brothers are strong in the mind and in
the will, whereas the sisters are strong in the emotion. May the Lord cause us to become strong in
the spirit, in our inner man!

We all need to be strengthened into our inner man so that Christ will be able to make His home in
our hearts. Our heart is composed of all the parts of the soul—the mind, emotion, and will—plus the
conscience....Through regeneration, Christ came into our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22). Subsequently, we
should allow Him to spread Himself into every part of our heart. Since our heart is the totality of all
our inward parts and the center of our inward being, when Christ makes His home in our heart, He
is able to control our entire inner being and supplies and strengthens every inward part with
Himself. The secret of Christ making His home in our heart is the strengthening of our inner man.
Because Paul knew this secret, he prayed that the Father would grant us, according to the riches of
His glory, to be strengthened with power into the inner man. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 785-786)

Today’s Reading

Ephesians 4:23 says that we have to be renewed in the spirit of our mind. Our spirit can become the
spirit of our mind. Actually, the fallen mind is a bad thing. There are a number of bad things within us,
and the leading one is our mind. We have to hate our mind. When we exercise our mind too much, we
get ourselves “hung on a tree” like Absalom (2 Sam. 18:9-10). But we have the best thing in us, that is,
our spirit. This thing, our spirit, can even go into our mind. Our spirit can come into our mind, subdue it,
take it over, and occupy it. It can then become the spirit of our mind. Then we have a wonderful mind, a
mind that has the spirit within it....Day by day we are being renewed by the spirit who is taking over our
mind. It is in this way that we are transformed and conformed to the image of our Creator [Col. 3:10].

Ephesians 5:18 tells us not to be drunk with wine, that is, not to be filled in our physical body with
wine. Instead, we should be filled in our spirit. Our spirit needs to be filled with the processed Triune
God, with the transcending Christ, with the consummated Spirit. Then we will be full of praise, singing
and speaking one to another (vv. 19-20). The melodies, the songs, are not only good for singing but also
good for speaking. As we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, as we are praising
God, we will spontaneously be submissive to one another (v. 21). The wives will be submissive to the
husbands, and the husbands will love the wives (vv. 22, 25). Then we will have the proper church life,
full of submission and full of praising to the Triune God, with no quarreling, no murmuring, and no
complaining.

On the one hand, the church life is a praising life and a submitting life; at the same time it is also a
fighting life [Eph. 6]. While we are praising and submitting to one another, the enemy is here fighting, so
we have to fight against him by prayer. Verse 18 says that whenever we pray, we should pray in our
spirit, not in our mind. If we are going to walk, we need to use our feet. No one can walk by his nose.
Even for someone to walk on his hands is awkward. To walk by our feet is the right way. In the same
way, we should not pray merely by our mind. We must pray by our spirit and in our spirit.

To know God’s economy, to receive His dispensing, and to participate in Christ’s transmission, we
must know, we must use, and we must exercise our spirit. We should not be persons in our mind but
persons in our spirit. (The Issue of the Dispensing of the Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the
Transcending Christ, pp. 82-83)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 69, 94; To Serve in the Human Spirit, chs. 3-4
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and without
1:4-5 blemish before Him in love, predestinating us unto sonship...
7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses, according
to the riches of His grace.
13 ...In Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise.

Holiness refers to God’s nature [Eph. 1:4], and sonship refers to God’s life [v. 5]. Both God’s
nature and God’s life indicate that we the believers should be organically one with God....Because
we have the divine nature, we can be holy, as He is holy. This is according to the Father’s selection
and predestination, and it is accomplished through God’s dispensing. Through His dispensing, God
comes into us to be our life and our nature.

Through the Son’s redemption, we become God’s inheritance (vv. 7, 11). The word inheritance
indicates that something of God Himself has been wrought into our being.

Although God is precious, we may not have the assurance that He will be our inheritance. The
sealing of the Spirit (v. 13b) assures us that this precious God will surely become our inheritance.
Furthermore, He has given us a pledge to guarantee that this will happen. This pledge is the Spirit
(v. 14a). The Spirit is kept within us as the guarantee.

The existence of the church comes out of the dispensing of the Divine Trinity [vv. 19-23].
Eventually, the church is the issue of this divine transmission. For this we need to experience the
divine dispensing plus the divine transmission continually. (The Economy and Dispensing of God,
pp. 78-80)

Today’s Reading

The entire divine revelation in the book of Ephesians concerning the producing, existing, growing,
building up, and fighting of the church as the Body of Christ is composed of the divine economy, the
dispensing of the Triune God into the members of the Body of Christ. Chapter 1 of Ephesians unveils
that God the Father chose and predestinated these members in eternity (Eph. 1:4-5), that God the Son
redeemed them (Eph. 1:6-12), and that God the Spirit, as a pledge, sealed them (Eph. 1:13-14), thus
imparting Himself into His believers for the formation of the church, which is the Body of Christ, the
fullness of the One who fills all in all (Eph. 1:18-23). Chapter 2 shows us that in the Divine Trinity all
the believers, both Jewish and Gentile, have access unto God the Father, through God the Son, in God
the Spirit (Eph. 2:18). This indicates that the three coexist and coinhere simultaneously, even after all the
processes of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection. In chapter 3 the apostle prayed that
God the Father would grant the believers to be strengthened through God the Spirit into their inner man,
that Christ, God the Son, may make His home in their hearts, that is, occupy their entire being, that they
may be filled unto all the fullness of God (Eph. 3:14-19). This is the climax of the believers’ experience
of and participation in God in His trinity. Chapter 4 portrays how the processed God as the Spirit, the
Lord, and the Father is mingled with the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:4-6) so that all the members of the Body
may experience the Divine Trinity. Chapter 5 exhorts the believers to praise the Lord, God the Son, with
the songs of God the Spirit, and give thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son, to God
the Father (Eph. 5:19-20). This is to praise and thank the processed God in His divine trinity for our
enjoyment of Him as the Triune God. Chapter 6 instructs us to fight the spiritual warfare by being
empowered in the Lord, God the Son, putting on the whole armor of God the Father, and wielding the
sword of God the Spirit (Eph. 6:10, 11, 17). This is the believers’ experience and enjoyment of the
Triune God even in the spiritual warfare. (2 Cor. 13:14, footnote 1, para. 6)

Further Reading: The Economy and Dispensing of God, ch. 7; The Issue of the Dispensing of the
Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ, ch. 1
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father...that He would grant you, according
3:14-19 to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the
inner man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that
you...may be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and
length and height and depth are...that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God.

In Ephesians 3, [Paul] prayed that the Father would grant these members of the Body of Christ to
be strengthened through the Spirit into their inner man (v. 16). The inner man is our regenerated
spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God to become a mingled spirit. Now we are one spirit with the
Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). How wonderful this is! But we must confess that we do not spend most of our
time in our spirit. Although we are the organic members of Christ, we still spend too much time in
our mind, emotion, and will....The brothers are mostly in their mind, the sisters are mostly in their
emotions, and all of us exercise our independent will. (The Body of Christ, p. 36)

Today’s Reading

Our inward being is like a building composed of four rooms: our mind, our emotion, our will, and our
spirit. The spirit is the unique room, the wonderful room, the room that joins earth to heaven and brings
heaven to earth. It is the room that makes us one with the Lord. We all have to admit, though, that we do
not spend much time in this room. This is why Paul was so burdened to bow his knees to the Father to
pray that the Father would grant us to be strengthened with His divine power through His Spirit into the
inner man....\Whenever we turn to our spirit, everything is ready for Christ to move, to work, to spread,
and to root Himself in our entire being. Christ desires to spread within us, to work Himself and to root
Himself deep down into every part of our inner being, our heart (Eph. 3:17a).

Not only did Paul pray for us but also our High Priest in the heavens is interceding for us and within
us (Heb. 7:25-26). While you are thinking about other things, something is there reminding you to turn to
the Lord and to call on Him. You may say, “O Lord Jesus, | do not love You, but Lord, make me willing
to love You.” Then you may continue to pray, “Lord Jesus, have mercy upon me. Lord, fill me with
Yourself. Take me over, Lord. Occupy me and spread Yourself within me.”...Your prayer would make a
way for Christ to make His home deep down in your heart.

When you are strengthened into your inner man through prayer, Christ has a way to make His home in
your heart and you are strong to apprehend the dimensions of Christ, not individually but with all the
saints (Eph. 3:18). You have to come to the meetings of the church to meet with all the saints so that you
can apprehend the dimensions of the universally extensive Christ—the breadth, the length, the height,
and the depth....His dimensions are the dimensions of the universe! They are immeasurable....\When we
apprehend the extensiveness of this universal Christ, we are led to know the knowledge-surpassing and
unlimited love of Christ that we may be filled with the extensive Christ unto all the fullness of the Triune
God (v. 19), which is the church as the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ, the church, is the result of
our being filled with the extensive Christ to be the very expression, the manifestation in full, of the
Triune God.

The Body of Christ is one unique Body with one Spirit, one Lord, and one God and Father of all (Eph.
4:3-6). This one Body is the expression of the all-inclusive Christ (1:23). The one Spirit is the essence of
the one Body....The one Lord is the object of our faith and baptism....The one God and Father of all, who
is over all, through all, and in all, is the source of life and the object of our worship....One Spirit, one
Lord, and one God and Father of all are the elements of the very oneness of the Body. (The Body of
Christ, pp. 36-38, 41)

Further Reading: The Body of Christ, chs. 3-4; The Economy and Dispensing of God, chs. 8-10
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
2:10 prepared beforehand in order that we would walk in them.

14-15 For He Himself is our peace, He who has made both one and has broken down the
middle wall of partition, the enmity, abolishing in His flesh the law of the
commandments in ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new
man, so making peace.

Each chapter of the book of Ephesians unveils the mystery of the Body of Christ as the organism
of the Triune God from a particular point of view. Chapter 1 shows us that the Body of Christ is the
issue of the dispensing of the Divine Trinity. Chapter 2 shows us that this Body is a masterpiece as
the new man. In chapter 3 Paul unveils that we are supplied with the riches of Christ to be the
fullness of the Triune God. In chapter 4 is the one Body built up by the one ministry....The children
of light and the bride of Christ are the two crucial matters in Ephesians 5. To be the children of light
who walk in love and light is to be prepared to participate in the bride of Christ. (The Body of
Christ, pp. 48-49)

Today’s Reading

In the eyes of God, we the believers are considered to be one new man [Eph. 2:15]. As the Body of
Christ, our function is to express Christ, and as the new man, our function is to move, work, act, and do
things to accomplish God’s great plan. This new man is a corporate and vast man, comprising all God’s
chosen people. We should not consider ourselves as individuals. We must consider ourselves as part of
this new man, which is the church.

The church is a Body to Christ, a new man to God, and a dwelling place to the Spirit, who is the
consummation and the aggregate of the Triune God. This means that the church is the dwelling place of
the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—who is now consummated as the Spirit.

The way to produce this church, which is the Body of Christ, the new man to accomplish God’s
eternal economy, and the dwelling place of the Triune God, is by the divine dispensing of the Divine
Trinity. For the church to become the organic Body to Christ, a living man to God, and a marvelous,
living, and organic dwelling place to the Triune God, there is no way other than the divine dispensing of
the Divine Trinity into all the believers. This divine dispensing dispenses nothing else but God Himself
as the Divine Trinity.

Through the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity, the church is produced as God’s masterpiece. In
Greek the word for masterpiece is poema, which means a poem. It is used in reference to a piece of work
that expresses one’s wisdom and skill to the uttermost. In this sense, even a woodcarving can be
considered a poem. In God’s eyes, the church is His marvelous masterpiece. (The Economy and
Dispensing of God, pp. 82-84)

Ephesians 2:15 says that through His death on the cross, Christ created us into a new man. In the old
man, we were divided. There was a middle wall of partition between the Jews and the Gentiles (v. 14).
But Christ abolished the law of the commandments in ordinances, breaking down the middle wall of
partition, and created these two peoples into one new man with a new essence, a new element. This new
element is the very Divine Trinity dispensed into us. As the Body of Christ, the church needs Christ as its
life; as the new man, the church needs Christ not only as its life but also as its person. The Body is for
the expression of the Head, and the new man is for the accomplishment of God’s eternal purpose.

We individual believers have been created into one new man. We must be impressed with such a
vision so that we could never be independent. We cannot be independent because we all are part of this
great, universal new man....\What God wants is a corporate man. All the local churches on this earth are
not only the Body of Christ for His expression but also the one new man on this earth to carry out God’s
will. (The Body of Christ, pp. 22-23)

Further Reading: The Body of Christ, chs. 1-2; Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 76
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up
5:25-27 for her that He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the
word, that He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.
6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the devil.

As children of light walking in love and light, we will be prepared to be the bride of Christ. Christ
is the Head of the church in authority and the Savior of the Body in love (Eph. 5:23)....The church
is subject to Christ as wives are to their husbands in everything (v. 24).

Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her (v. 25). Because He loved the church, Christ
gave Himself up for her for the purpose of sanctifying her, not only positionally but also
dispositionally, from without and from within. He sanctifies us by entering into us to be the
sanctifying life and the holy nature that saturates us, cleansing us every day, even every moment, by
the washing of the water in the Word (v. 26). In the Word, the Bible, there is the water. We know
this by our experience. When we get into the water, it washes us. Every morning we need to wash in
the Bible. (The Body of Christ, p. 54)

Today’s Reading

Christ sanctifies the church that He might present the church to Himself not only holy but also
glorious for expressing God (v. 27). Glory is God expressed. A holy church is to express God, the holy
One. A glorious church is to glorify God, to show God to others. Christ will present the church to
Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things. Wrinkles are a sign of oldness. To have
no wrinkles is a sign of youth. Spots represent wounds. Only the life from within can wash away the
wrinkles, spots, and any such things. Verse 27 says that the church should be holy and without blemish,
as a gem which bears a beautiful expression and has no foreign particles, or blemishes.

Christ nourishes and cherishes the church as His Body of which we are members (vv. 29-30). To
nourish is to feed, and to cherish is to nurture with tender love and foster with tender care. When a baby
is in the bosom of its mother, it is cherished. The baby enjoys the nurturing with tender love and the
fostering with tender care. Christ is nourishing and cherishing us in the same way.

Christ and the church are one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17) as husband and wife are one flesh (Eph. 5:31). That
Christ and the church are one is a great mystery (v. 32). The church came out of Christ, as Eve came out
of Adam (Gen. 2:21-22). Eve was the very issue, the enlargement, of Adam. The church has the same
one life and nature as Christ and has become one with Him, as Eve became one flesh with Adam as his
counterpart (Gen. 2:24), having the same life and nature as Adam had. According to life and nature,
Adam and Eve were one. It is the same with Christ and us.

As we have seen, the church as the Body of Christ needs Christ as its life, and the new man needs
Christ as his person. Moreover, the bride of Christ needs Christ as her love in the oneness of the two.
Two can only become one in love. If there were no love between the two, they could never be one.

Chapter six of Ephesians shows us that we need not only to wrestle for the church but also to love
Christ in incorruptibility (Eph. 6:11-18, 24). In the last chapter of Ephesians is the spiritual warfare. The
church not only has to fight but also has to wrestle. If | did not wrestle, | would not be free to minister to
you. We have to wrestle for the church. As the church we have to wrestle, to fight the good fight (2 Tim.
4:7). We must also love Christ in incorruptibility. The Triune God, God’s dispensing, and the issue of
this dispensing—the church, the Body of Christ, the new man, and the bride—are in incorruptibility. All
other things in the universe will be corrupted. We must fight for the church and love Christ in this
incorruptibility. (The Body of Christ, pp. 54-56)

Further Reading: The Body of Christ, ch. 5
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The Economy of God Revealed in the Book of Ephesians

« WEEK 4 —HYMN

Hymns, #852

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, I love;
It is Thy Church so blessed,

Itis Thy joy and heart’s delight
And where Thy heart finds rest.

For her, Thyself Thou gavest, Lord,
That she be Thine, complete;

For her, | too my body give,
Thy heart’s desire to meet.

For her, Thou hast become my life,
That she my living be;

For her, | would forsake myself,
That she be filled with Thee.

The Church is Thy beloved Bride,
Thou in Thy Body seen;

She is my joy and heart’s desire,
The one on whom | lean.

In her, Thy full supply, O Lord,
Thou dost to me impart;

In her am | possessed by Thee
To satisfy Thy heart.

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, I love;
It is Thy Church, Thy home;

In it I would forever live
And never longer roam.
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WEEK 5 — OUTLINE

A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews

Scripture Reading: Heb. 1:2-3; 2:10-11, 17; 6:20; 8:2, 6; 10:19-20; 12:2; 13:8, 20

DAY 1 »

I. The all-inclusive Christ is the Son of God (Heb. 1:2, 5, 8; 3:6; 4:14; 5:5, 8; 7:3, 28):

VI.

VIL

VIII.

A. The Son, through whom God speaks, is God Himself; the essence of the Epistle to the
Hebrews is God’s speaking in the Son (1:2, 8).

B. To us, Christ, the Son of God, is the mouthpiece of God, the oracle of God; the Son is God
Himself speaking (vv. 2, 5).

. The all-inclusive Christ, the Son of God, is the effulgence of God’s glory and the impress

of His substance (v. 3):

A. The effulgence of God’s glory is like the shining or the brightness of the light of the sun;
Christ the Son is the shining, the brightness, of the Father’s glory, and He is God Himself
reaching us and coming into us.

B. Christ the Son is the impress, the express image, of the substance of God; the Son is the
expression of what God the Father is (v. 3; Col. 1:15).

The all-inclusive Christ is the Heir of all things (Heb. 1:2):

A. Christ the Son is the appointed Heir, the legal Heir, inheriting all things in God’s economy;
since Christ is the Heir of God, all that God the Father is and has is His possession (John
16:15).

B. As typified by Isaac, the son of Abraham, Christ will inherit the earth (Psa. 2:8), the
kingdom (Dan. 7:13-14), and all things (Matt. 11:27).

« DAY2 »

. The all-inclusive Christ is the Son of Man (Heb. 2:5-18):

A. Hebrews 2 reveals that the Son of Man has fulfilled God’s original purpose (Gen. 1:26-28;
Psa. 8:4-8).

B. Hebrews 2 also reveals the process through which Christ passed in His humanity to
accomplish God’s purpose, a process involving incarnation (v. 14), crucifixion (v. 9),
resurrection (vv. 11-12), glorification (v. 10), and exaltation (v. 7).

. The all-inclusive Christ is the Apostle and the Builder of God’s house (3:1-6):

A. As the Apostle, Christ was sent to us from God and with God to share God with us so that
we might partake of His divine life, nature, and fullness (v. 1).
B. Christ in His humanity is the good material for God’s building, and in His divinity He is
the Builder (vv. 2-6).
<« DAY 3 »

The all-inclusive Christ is the Captain of our salvation (2:10-11):

A. Christ is the Captain, or Author, of our full salvation unto glory (vv. 3, 10).

B. As the Captain of our salvation, Christ is leading God’s many sons into glory, the
corporate expression of God, by saving them organically through sanctification (vv. 10-11;
Eph. 1:4-5; 1 Thes. 5:23; Rom. 5:10).

The all-inclusive Christ is a merciful, faithful, and great High Priest (Heb. 2:17; 4:14-15):

A. Hebrews 1 through 3 reveals that Christ as the Son of God and the Son of Man is fully
qualified to be our High Priest; His being merciful corresponds with His being a man, and
His being faithful corresponds with His being God (2:17).

B. As our High Priest, Christ is great in His person, in His work, and in His attainment (1:3,
5, 8; 2:6, 9-10, 14-15, 17; 3:5-6; 4:8-9; 6:20; 9:24).

The all-inclusive Christ is the kingly and divine High Priest according to the order of

Melchizedek (5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 17):

A. The book of Hebrews is focused on the heavenly Christ, and the chief point concerning the
heavenly Christ is that He is the kingly and divine High Priest according to the order of
Melchizedek (1:3; 4:14; 5:6, 10; 6:20; 8:1; 9:24; 12:2).
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XI.

X1

X1

XIV.

XV.

XVI.

B. Asakingly and divine High Priest constituted with the power of an indestructible life,
Christ is interceding for us so that we may be saved to the uttermost (7:15-17, 24-26, 28).
« DAY 4 »

. The all-inclusive Christ is the Forerunner (6:19-20):

A. As the Forerunner, the Lord Jesus took the lead to pass through the stormy sea and enter
the heavenly haven to be the High Priest for us according to the order of Melchizedek (vv.
19-20).

B. Christ as the Forerunner is the example, the model, of a person who has entered into God’s
glory; He suffered and entered into glory, the full expression of God (Luke 24:26; 1 Pet.
1:11).

. The all-inclusive Christ is the heavenly Minister (Heb. 8:2):

A. As the heavenly Minister, Christ ministers heaven (which is not only a place but a
condition of life) into us so that we may have the heavenly life and power to live a
heavenly life on earth, as He did while He was here (v. 2).

B. As the heavenly Minister, He transmits what we need from God the Father, who is the
source, into our spirit to supply and sustain us; this is the dispensing of the Triune God into
our being (2 Cor. 13:14).

The all-inclusive Christ is the surety and Mediator of a better covenant (Heb. 7:22; 8:6):

A. Christ is the surety, the pledge that everything in the new covenant will be fulfilled; His
being the surety of a better covenant is based on the fact that He is the living and perpetual
High Priest (7:21-22, 24).

B. In His heavenly ministry Christ, as the Mediator, is the Executor of the new covenant, the
new testament, which He bequeathed to us by His death (8:6).

« DAY5 »

The all-inclusive Christ is the unique sacrifice and offering (10:5-10):

A. Christ came through incarnation to terminate God’s old economy and to initiate His new
economy, the New Testament, by replacing the animal sacrifices and establishing Himself
as the unique sacrifice of the new covenant (vv. 5-10).

B. As the unique sacrifice and offering, Christ is the factor that enacts God’s New Testament
economy so that He might be its centrality and universality for the producing and building

up of the church as His organic Body, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem (Matt.

26:28; Eph. 1:22-23; Rev. 21:2).

The all-inclusive Christ is the Initiator of a new and living way (Heb. 10:19-20):

A. As the Initiator of a new and living way, Christ opened the way for us to enter the Holy of
Holies by His blood through the veil, His flesh (vv. 19-20).

B. Through the better sacrifices of Christ, we have boldness to enter into the Holy of Holies;
the blood of Jesus opens the way for us to come into the Holy of Holies (9:12, 24; 10:19).

The all-inclusive Christ is the Author and Perfecter of faith (12:2):

A. Christ is not only the Author, the Originator, of faith but also the Perfecter, the Finisher, of
faith; He will finish what He originated and complete what He inaugurated (v. 2).

B. When we look away unto Jesus, being attracted by Him, He as the life-giving Spirit
transfuses us with Himself, with His believing element, and spontaneously we have the
faith to believe in Him (1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph. 2:8).

« DAY6 »

The all-inclusive Christ is the One who remains the same (Heb. 13:8):

A. We must hold to the Christ who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, the One who is
perpetual, unchangeable, and unchanging (1:11-12).

B. The word in Hebrews 13:8 was spoken after Christ had passed through the processes of
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension; as the Christ who has
been processed and consummated, He remains the same and will remain the same forever.

The all-inclusive Christ is the great Shepherd of the sheep in the blood of an eternal

covenant (v. 20):

A. God raised up our Lord Jesus from the dead to be the great Shepherd to consummate the
New Jerusalem according to God’s eternal covenant; the eternal covenant is the covenant
of the new testament to gain a flock, which is the church issuing in the Body of Christ and
consummating the New Jerusalem (v. 20; Eph. 1:22-23; Rev. 21:2).

B. As the great Shepherd, the Lord is leading us into the experience and enjoyment of all the
positive matters revealed in the book of Hebrews, and He is making real to us the contents
of the new covenant (Heb. 8:8-13).
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews

« WEEK5—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. God, having spoken of old in many portions and in many ways to the fathers in the
1:1-2 prophets, has at the last of these days spoken to us in the Son, whom He appointed Heir
of all things, through whom also He made the universe.

The essence of the Epistle to the Hebrews is God’s speaking in the Son. God speaks in the Son,
the Son speaks as the Spirit to the churches, and ultimately, the Spirit speaks with the church. It is
altogether by this speaking story that God is brought into man, and man is brought into God. God
and man, man and God, become one. This is the wonderful church life. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3708)

Today’s Reading

The whole universe came into being by God’s speaking (Rom. 4:17; Heb. 11:3; Psa. 33:9). In the Old
Testament, God spoke in many portions and in many ways to the fathers in the prophets, in men borne by
His Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21). Now at the last of these days, that is, in the New Testament age, God has spoken
to us in the Son, in the person of the Son. To us, Christ, the Son of God, is the mouthpiece of God, the
oracle of God. The Son is God Himself speaking. To say that God has spoken to us in the Son means that
God speaks in Himself. God has spoken in the Son, and the Son is God; this indicates that God speaks in
Himself. God Himself speaks to us in His divine being, not through some other agent. The Son is God
Himself (Heb. 1:8), God expressed. God the Father is hidden; God the Son is expressed. No one has ever
seen God; the Son, as the Word of God (John 1:1; Rev. 19:13) and the speaking of God, has declared
Him with a full expression, explanation, and definition of Him (John 1:18). God speaking in the Son
means that the Son speaks God.

The effulgence of God’s glory is like the shining or the brightness of the light of the sun. The Son is
the shining, the brightness, of the Father’s glory. This refers to God’s glory. Separating the effulgence
from the glory may be likened to separating the shining of the sun from the rays of the sun. The shining
cannot be separated from the rays, for they are one. Likewise, we should never consider the Son as
separate from God. The Son is the expression of God Himself; Christ the Son is God expressed. He is
nothing less than God; He is God Himself.

Our Christ is God coming to us. He is our God reaching us. Just as the sun can reach us by the shining
of its rays, Christ, the Son of God, is God Himself reaching us and coming into us. We have a God who
reaches us, a God who comes into us. This is our great salvation (Heb. 2:3), and this is the Son of God.

The Son is also the impress, the express image, of the substance of God (1:3). The impress of God’s
substance is like the impress of a seal. The Son is the expression of what God the Father is. God’s
substance is Spirit (John 4:24), and Christ is the impress of this substance.

Hebrews 1:2 tells us that Christ the Son is the appointed Heir of all things. This means that Christ is
the legal Heir, inheriting all things in God’s economy. Since Christ is not only the Son of God but also
the Heir of God, all that God the Father is and has is His possession (John 16:15). In the past the Son was
the Creator (Heb. 1:2, 10; John 1:3; Col. 1:16; 1 Cor. 8:6); in the present He is the Upholder of all things
and the One who bears all things (Heb. 1:3); in the future He will be the Heir, inheriting all things (cf.
Rom. 11:36). Since Christ created all things, He will inherit what He created. This is the relationship
between Christ and creation.

Christ, as typified by Isaac, the son of Abraham, will inherit the earth (Psa. 2:8), the kingdom (Dan.
7:13-14), the throne (Luke 1:32), and all things (Matt. 11:27). Since He is not only the Son of God but
also the legal Heir of God, all that God the Father is and has is for His possession (John 16:15). (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3705, 3704, 3703)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 367; Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 1-2
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews
« WEEK 5— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. But we see Jesus, who was made a little inferior to the angels because of the suffering of
2:9 death, crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death
on behalf of everything.
3:1 Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Jesus.

Hebrews 2:6-9 is the fulfillment of the prophecy in Psalm 8. It tells us that the man in this
fulfillment is Jesus. Jesus is the second man (1 Cor. 15:47). Although the first man failed God in His
purpose, the second man succeeded. In Genesis 1 is the man in God’s creation with God’s eternal
purpose. That man failed God. Then Psalm 8, speaking about the recovery of man’s lost ordination,
prophesied of another man. Without this second man, we and the ordination given to man are lost.
But we have the second man who has recovered man’s lost ordination and has fulfilled God’s
original purpose. This second man is presented to us in Hebrews 2. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp.
83-84)

Today’s Reading

We [now] come to the matter of Jesus in incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, glorification, and
exaltation. These are very significant terms, and probably we are all familiar with them. My burden...is to
show you how Hebrews chapter two puts all of these five items together. No other chapter or other
portion of the holy Word does this. In some chapters we see Christ’s crucifixion. In other chapters we see
His resurrection, glorification, and exaltation. But in no portion as short as Hebrews 2 do we see
incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, glorification, and exaltation put together. These five major points
concerning what Christ has passed through and attained are presented in this chapter in a very particular
way, not in the way as they are presented in the Gospels, the Acts, or in the other Epistles. (Life-study of
Hebrews, p. 87)

As the Apostle and High Priest, Christ is superior to both Moses and Aaron. We see these two titles of
Christ in 3:1 where we are told to “consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus.” Jesus
is our Apostle and our High Priest. As the Apostle, He is typified by Moses; as the High Priest, He is
typified by Aaron. The Apostle is the One who was sent to us from God and with God (John 6:46;

8:16, 29). The High Priest is the One who went to God from and with us (Eph. 2:6). As the Apostle,
Christ came to us with God to share God with us that we might partake of His life, nature, and fullness.
As the High Priest, Christ went to God with us to present us to God that we and all our case might be
fully cared for by Him. As the Apostle, He is typified by Moses who came from God to serve the house
of God (Heb. 3:2-6), and as the High Priest, He is typified by Aaron, who went to God with the house of
Israel and their cases (4:14—7:28). This refers to a marvelous traffic between God and us: as the
Apostle, Christ came to us from God and with God; as the High Priest, He went back to God from us and
with us. As such, Jesus is the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.

Christ is not only a part of the house but also the Builder of the house (Heb. 3:3-4). Moses had only
one nature—humanity. This human nature is good as the material for God’s building, but Moses did not
have the divine nature which is good for being the builder. The Lord Jesus has two natures: humanity,
which is good for the material for the building of God’s habitation, and divinity, which is the element of
the Builder. In His humanity, Jesus is the stone for God’s habitation. He is the foundation stone (lsa.
28:16), the cornerstone (Matt. 21:42; Acts 4:11), the topstone (Zech. 4:7), and the living stone (1 Pet.
2:4) to produce us as living stones (v. 5). In His humanity He is the good material for God’s building,
and in His divinity He is the Builder. Moses was an apostle sent from God to constitute God’s house on
earth, and Christ is also the Apostle doing the same thing. But Christ is not only a part of the building;
He is also the Builder. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3739, 3742)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 7-8; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 371
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews
« WEEK 5— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in
2:10 leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.

17 Hence He should have been made like His brothers in all things that He might become a
merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining to God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people.

5:6 Even as also in another place He says, “You are a Priest forever according to the order
of Melchizedek.”

According to Hebrews 2:10, God made Christ “the Author of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.” The Greek word translated “Author” means “Captain, Originator, Inaugurator, Leader,
and Pioneer.” The salvation mentioned in this verse and referred to in verse 3 and 1:14 saves us
from our fallen state into glory. Jesus, as the Pioneer, the Forerunner (6:20), took the lead to enter
into glory, and we, His followers, are taking the same way to be brought into the same glory, which
was ordained by God for us (1 Cor. 2:7; 1 Thes. 2:12). He cut the way, and we are now taking the
way. Hence, He is not only the Savior who saved us from our fallen state but also the Author who,
as the Pioneer, entered into glory that we may be brought into the same estate. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, p. 3727)

Today’s Reading

Our God has established a great corporation, a great business. The purpose of this corporation is to
accomplish one thing: to lead many sons into glory (Heb. 2:10). God’s corporation is a corporation of
glory. It does not make money; it makes glory.

The glory here is the divine reality expressed. The divine reality expressed through the corporate Body
is glory. This is the glory that we are going to enter into. The glory into which we shall enter is not an
objective shining or brightness; it is God Himself shining from, through, and out of us.

Glory is God expressed through His redeemed people....As a whole, the Bible reveals that the Divine
Being, the Almighty and mysterious God, wants to have a full expression through a corporate people.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 103, 108-109)

As the High Priest, Christ ministers God Himself and the riches of the divine life to us. As the
God-man, He is fully qualified to be our High Priest. The first two chapters of Hebrews mainly cover
two points—that Christ is the Son of God, God Himself, and the Son of Man, man Himself. Merciful
corresponds with His being a man, and faithful corresponds with His being God....Our High Priest, Jesus
Christ,...is both merciful and faithful because He is both God and man. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3736-3737)

Our kingly High Priest is perpetual, eternal, without beginning or ending. Hebrews 7:3 says of
Melchisedek that he is “without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of
days nor end of life, but likened to the Son of God, abides a priest perpetually.” According to Genesis
14, Melchisedek suddenly appeared and then disappeared. He seems to have had no coming or going, no
beginning of days or end of life. Because our Melchisedek is eternal, He has no genealogy. For all the
important persons in Genesis there is a genealogy, but not for Melchisedek. In the divine writing, the
Holy Spirit sovereignly gave no account of the beginning of his days or of the end of his life so that he
might be a proper type of Christ as the eternal One to be our High Priest perpetually. (Life-study of
Hebrews, p. 365)

Christ was appointed the High Priest not according to the powerless letters of law but according to the
powerful element of an indestructible life [Heb. 7:16], which nothing can dissolve. This life is endless,
being the eternal, divine, uncreated life, and the resurrection life, which passed through the test of death
and Hades (Acts 2:24; Rev. 1:18). It is by such a life that Christ ministers today as our High Priest.
Hence, He is able to save us to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25). (Heb. 7:16, footnote 1)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 370, 372; Life-study of Hebrews, msgs.
9-10, 32

Fiokd P eV G2 ARy

¥I% - %=
By
R 10 RR7 G FHA] o Ria G, L RIS 3
RFHT L EEAE RS Rt IR A LE Y

17 o5 RS2 E B ed fom o3 R AX T H HE S % P o
REHLFEP L ek AT 4 .

1 GTk.‘brﬁﬂ BT - RX K “”g\pg%;g,; By Al
o

[ad

FUEH k= 704 S 2 D il o
“a]a‘dﬂz" R R “;u]ua s AedaE 5 2 E S, £ AT __l;h:,i” o L
"erusnivﬁr* Lo AR e B oo A MK '3#;1]‘(
J )vii_ﬁ_oidﬂigdﬁ~i’émmﬁ(— 20) 0 & ARRE ~ FHE
SAMPFE AR AR > T - B o s BAFEH A ﬂfl‘]e?v&l
Pl e (dkmz Todhaiz 12)o 4 e %23 T AR 41
il oo Fpt o #4720 o BRI DB FEF A E S
E‘H\;ﬁ ”,»n.ét*‘/\ #*’ém—‘a‘gﬁ B ANFERENLFT T (379
EFz2p-LTh—¢2aind)e

FEE:

AN g gk 2 E ,I}
(%‘ 10 )4 e -2 § @ end O

LN

Al E s 5 —
HBATF G v 32
PEALEBME
‘yﬂh‘m?"*’g 7";*'»# EE VRE LS B e L= R g I L o
A e Wk yl;ﬁx»)\m,:}}é Amoer R o A A
xé%m%%*%f W“#EDMANE PR %5 R o
”*’éf{ﬁ/ﬂwﬂrrinwxff FHEM R AT 3 R
REZREA R s 2 B > R - S A > B
Ay (F hRd iﬁ’i/x’—:;‘— _'LJ_—_:—U)
z&"“"‘"?wl—»ﬂpn!/l.;;éJ«&p it A e B A
_}_q{; REAMPAEP o F RS LA IR A /‘lé,:ﬁ_‘fﬁ‘{
B X
X

<

(

f*ﬂ e —

Yk s g o
f‘ﬂ}!ﬂﬂlh%rv»
MW“

Wﬁﬂwt

1
Mo s L BAs A A o H A SRR B2 8 A s
‘BT B2 A ARL oA gﬁprz%g%ﬁ ce T R
CER A A (AT
::%Em%%“lr{ﬁ\’ﬁ\ RIS R AE % e S F 2 T
A RN > AR R TAMD Zdn o s AA 2B
rmt—;-;}guw{\J\J"ﬁm o 45 o] Jw«LxL + ;g,,t
_EL,\}L‘""TR’/\ﬁ}k(ﬁ—{"lbnlju»ﬁ;“J’ 4;’14—3\’%}9‘}9 ’
SN

=
\gif'- (:4 ﬂ7\7

B g
N
3

=
N
~=h

€& m/\ 45-3’&" *xvin;ij\*i Zg,;%.f,rg L3 e +4é§ HE x?t‘ ,

e NI G T R Lo B G - E W ek )‘qb

ii%&%c\wﬁﬂ7% friw b2 o @ W T TR
BATVRIEGS s RAEA NG ER (F 014 big% o w
132z QOf ).

ﬁﬁ**??’liﬂﬁém%um% PP ARE AT
tiehaE (k- 16034 & {—”$%ﬁﬂﬂ’$zﬁﬁ%*°
EAT et b Bokie 43 *?E—‘?i’i%ﬁﬂ* oo mi;‘if““ fer
2L EL B (RS 240 5 18)0 5 X AFAE Fyia
@@Wﬁﬂmﬁ%ﬁﬁoﬂ&’%n%kﬂﬂ“@(%*2®(§
KREH > %= 162 1)

it RS IR A RS

kb TR



A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews

« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. Where the Forerunner, Jesus, has entered for us, having become forever a High Priest
6:20 according to the order of Melchizedek.
7:22 By so much Jesus has also become the surety of a better covenant.
8:2 A Minister of the holy places, even of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not
man.

As the Forerunner, the Lord Jesus took the lead to pass through the stormy sea and enter the
heavenly haven to be the High Priest for us according to the order of Melchizedek.

The Lord Jesus is the Forerunner, the Pioneer, who has cut the way into glory within the veil. To
be within the veil is to be in glory....We are all running in God’s race, and the man Jesus Christ is
our Forerunner in this race. He has run the race, becoming the first to reach the goal. He was the
first to enter within the veil, where He is now waiting for us. We need to experience Christ as the
Forerunner and follow Him to run the race.

The Lord as the Pioneer and Forerunner is the example, the model, of a person who has entered
into God’s glory. He suffered and entered into glory (Luke 24:26; 1 Pet. 1:11). The glory into which
Christ entered is the full expression of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3790)

Today’s Reading

Minister [in Hebrews 8:2] refers to one who ministers as a priest. As a minister of the true (heavenly)
tabernacle, Christ ministers heaven (which is not only a place but also a condition of life) into us that we
may have the heavenly life and power to live a heavenly life on earth, as He did while He was here.

The heavenly Holy of Holies, where Christ is ministering on our behalf, is connected to our spirit.
Christ’s ministry in the heavens takes care of our need. From the heavens Christ ministers Himself to us
as food, as our life supply, in the way of dispensing. As our Minister takes care of our needs, He carries
out God’s economy.

Whatever Christ carries out as the heavenly Minister, He applies to us as the Spirit. Whatever He
ministers is transmitted into our spirit. Because the Lord in the heavens and the Spirit in our spirit are
one, there is a continual transmission between the heavens and our spirit, so that whatever takes place
there is immediately applied here.

The supply we need comes from the Christ who is both the Lord in the heavens and the Spirit within
us....Now we may experience Him in all His functions as the ascended One. In particular, as the heavenly
Minister He transmits what we need from God the Father, who is the source, into our spirit to supply and
sustain us. This is the dispensing of the Triune God into our being.

Christ is not only the consummator of the new covenant; He is also the surety, the pledge that
everything in that covenant will be fulfilled. He is the surety, guaranteeing the effectiveness of this
covenant. That Christ has become the surety of a better covenant is based on the fact that He is the living
and perpetual High Priest.

Christ pledged Himself to the new covenant and to us. There is no possibility for Christ to change His
mind. The effectiveness of the new covenant is guaranteed because He pledged Himself to us. This
pledge depends completely on His divine priesthood.

According to Hebrews 8:6, Christ is also “the Mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted
upon better promises.” In His heavenly ministry Christ, as the Mediator, is the Executor of the new
covenant, the new testament, which He bequeathed to us by His death. This better covenant mentioned in
verse 6 not only was enacted upon better promises of a better law, the inner law of life (vv. 10-12), but
also was consummated with Christ’s better sacrifices (9:23), which accomplished for us an eternal
redemption (v. 12), and the better blood of Christ, which purifies our conscience (v. 14). Even more, the
High Priest of this better covenant, the eternal Son of the living God, ministers with a more excellent
ministry (8:6) and in the greater and more perfect tabernacle (9:11). (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3783, 347, 3797-3798)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 31, 375-377
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews
« WEEK5—DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. He then has said, “Behold, | have come to do Your will.” He takes away the first that He
10:9 may establish the second.
19 Having therefore, brothers, boldness for entering the Holy of Holies in the blood of
Jesus.
12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on the right hand
of the throne of God.

The prophecy in Psalm 40:6-8 [cf. Heb. 10:9] is one of the greatest revelations concerning the
all-inclusive Christ in the commission that God committed to Christ in His first coming through
incarnation, which was to put away the animal sacrifices of the old covenant and to establish
Himself, in His body, as the sacrifice of the new covenant. This is to terminate God’s Old
Testament economy and to initiate God’s New Testament economy, in which Christ replaces all the
offerings as well as all things, all matters, and all persons (cf. Matt. 17:4-8; Col. 2:16-17; 3:10-11).

As such a sacrifice, Christ is the factor that enacts God’s New Testament economy (Matt. 26:28)
that He may be its centrality and universality for the producing and building up of the church as His
organic Body, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3816)

Today’s Reading

As the Initiator of a new and living way, Christ opened the way for us to enter the Holy of Holies by
His blood through the veil, His flesh (Heb. 10:20). This refers to His death on the cross, which rent the
veil in the temple to open a new and living way for Him to enter through His own blood into the Holy of
Holies, where He is in the direct presence of God, ministering as our High Priest all that God is into our
being as our life and life supply in the heavenly atmosphere. The Holy of Holies is the place within the
veil where we may enjoy Christ ministering the riches of God in the heavenly atmosphere. When we
receive such riches of the divine Being into our being, we enjoy Christ as the Initiator of a new and
living way.

Through the better sacrifices of Christ, we have boldness to enter into the Holy of Holies (9:23;
10:19). It is not a small thing to enter the Holy of Holies, for there God is sitting on the throne of grace.
In order to enter into such a place, we must have boldness, and we have it by Christ’s death and by His
blood.

The blood of Jesus opens the way for us to come into the Holy of Holies. Because the Lord has opened
the way and brings us in, we may enjoy God in the Holy of Holies and daily be infused with Him. The
living way, the way to the tree of life, has been opened by the blood of Jesus. This opened way has now
become the new and living way for us to come into the Holy of Holies.

Faith is simply the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not only the Author, the Originator, of faith but also the
Perfecter, the Finisher, of faith. He will finish what He originated; He will complete what He
inaugurated. If we look to Him continually, He will finish and complete the faith that we need for the
running of the heavenly race.

The wonderful Jesus, who is enthroned in heaven and crowned with glory and honor (2:9), is the
greatest attraction in the universe. He is like an immense magnet, drawing all His seekers to Him. It is by
being attracted by His charming beauty that we look away from all things other than Him....When we
look away unto Jesus, we see Him, and He is infused into us.

If we would have faith, we must look away unto Jesus, the source of faith. When we look away from
all other things unto Him, He will radiate Himself into us, charging us with Himself. As a result,
spontaneously we will have faith. Faith is Christ Himself believing for us in a very subjective way. He
transfuses us with Himself, working Himself into us, until He, a living person, becomes the believing
element in our being. In this way He makes us a believing being. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 3821-3822, 3824, 3831, 3834)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 379-380
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews

« WEEK5—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes, even forever.
13:8
20 Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant.

[Hebrews 13:8 was written] after Christ ascended to the heavens. Before His ascension He
underwent changes; that is, He passed through processes. In eternity past, Christ was only the Son
of God, not the Son of Man. He did not have humanity, the flesh. However, in His incarnation
Christ underwent a change, picking up humanity and putting the flesh upon Himself (John 1:1, 14).
Christ then passed through death and entered into resurrection. In resurrection He, as the last Adam,
was transfigured into the life-giving Spirit. Thus, He changed to become that which had not
been—the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). After passing through all His processes, including
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, Christ, the embodiment of God,
is now processed and consummated. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3837)

Today’s Reading

For Jesus Christ to remain the same yesterday, today, and forever does not mean that Christ remains
unprocessed from eternity past, through time, and into eternity future. Rather, by passing through the
processes, Christ underwent many changes. Yet since He went through and completed the processes, He
is now processed and consummated, possessing divinity, humanity, human living, the all-inclusive
crucifixion, the all-surpassing resurrection, and the all-transcending ascension. As the Christ who has
been processed and consummated, He remains the same and will remain the same forever.

Christ, who is the word that the ministers of the word of God in Hebrews 13:7 preached and taught,
who is the life that they lived, and who is the Author and Perfecter of their faith, is perpetual,
unchangeable, and unchanging. He remains the same forever (1:11-12). There must not be another Jesus
and another gospel preached in the church (2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:8-9). For a true and steadfast church life,
we must hold on to the Christ who is the same yesterday and today, and even forever, and we must not
be carried away by various strange teachings (Heb. 13:9).

Hebrews 13:20 speaks of the eternal covenant. The book of Hebrews does not concern temporal
things, such as the things of the old covenant, but eternal things, things that are beyond the limit of time
and space, such as eternal salvation (5:9), eternal judgment (6:2), eternal redemption (9:12), the eternal
Spirit (v. 14), the eternal inheritance (v. 15), and the eternal covenant (13:20). The new covenant is not
only a better covenant (7:22; 8:6) but also an eternal covenant. It is eternally effective because of the
eternal efficacy of Christ’s blood, with which it was enacted (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20).

The eternal covenant is the covenant of the new testament to gain a flock, which is the church issuing
in the Body and consummating the New Jerusalem....God raised up our Lord from the dead to be the
great Shepherd to consummate the New Jerusalem according to God’s eternal covenant.

All the teachings within the book of Hebrews are for the subjective work of God within us. Hebrews
13:21 indicates that the great, wonderful, and inexhaustible Christ is now in us. This Christ in us is the
life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). As the Spirit within us, He is always available and easy to experience. If
we would simply pray a little, we would pray ourselves into our spirit to touch this One and enjoy Him.
He is inexhaustible yet available. As we enjoy the aspects of Christ as revealed in the book of Hebrews,
we will be led into the experience of His humanity, His divinity, His death, His resurrection, and His
ascension, and we will grow in Him in all these aspects. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3837-3838, 3845, 3848)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 368, 378, 381
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A Panoramic View of the All-inclusive Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews
« WEEK 5— HYMN

Hymns, #1130

1 Sing praise to Christ Who lives in us,
The God of our salvation;
Who saves us by His life divine,
And not by regulation;
After we’ve worked—done all we can,
His life has power to change a man:
His life divine can change us.

2 He saves us to the uttermost
By His life-giving power;
Transfusing Himself into us,
He saves us hour by hour.
He saved the lost by coming in,
He’s saving now from more than sin:
He’s saving us to glory!

3 Our Lord was constituted priest
To be a real life-giver;
Life is the nature of this One
Who can from self deliver:
His life is indestructible,
By it He saves us to the full:
Praise God, He’s fully able!

4 His life is fully qualified
To bring us through to glory;
Were it not for His tested life,
*Twould be another story:
His life was fully tried on earth,
To crucifixion from His birth:
He passed through death and Hades.

5 He’s pledged to save us to the full,
His life is operating;
He’s doing everything for us
"Tis all for our perfecting;
Qur life’s a failure at its best,
Only His life can stand the test:
His life brings full salvation!

6 He’s living now to intercede,
Continuing forever;
He undertakes into the age,
His priesthood changes never;
He always lives to intercede,
Such a High Priest is what we need:
He’s higher than the heavens.

7 Come forward now to God through Him,
Ne’er shrink back to destruction;
Come forward now to get the life,
Which brings the proper function;
Come forward now the life to take,
By life His people us He’ll make,
And swallow death forever.



WEEK 6 — OUTLINE

The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus

Christ

Scripture Reading: John 7:37-39; Phil. 1:19; Exo. 30:22-33; Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6

DAY1 »

I. The all-inclusive life-giving Spirit was “not yet” before the glorification [resurrection] of

Christ, that is, from the time of Genesis 1 until the time of John 20:22 (Luke 24:26; John
7:37-39; Phil. 1:19).
« DAY2 »

. The all-inclusive life-giving Spirit is the compound Spirit, typified by the compound

anointing ointment (Exo. 30:22-33).
We need to see the intrinsic significance of the compounded ingredients (oil with four
spices) of the holy anointing oil:
A. Flowing myrrh signifies the precious death of Christ:
1. Myrrh was used to reduce pain and heal the body when it gave off the wrong kind of
secretion (Mark 15:23; John 19:39).
2. The Spirit was compounded through Christ’s sufferings in His living a crucified life, a
life of myrrh, from the manger to the cross as the first God-man (Matt. 2:11; John
19:39; Isa. 53:2-3).
3. The Spirit leads us to the cross, the cross is applied by the Spirit, and the cross issues in
more abundance of the Spirit (Heb. 9:14; Rom. 6:3, 6; 8:13-14; Gal. 2:20; John 12:24).
B. Sweet cinnamon signifies the sweetness and effectiveness of Christ’s death:
1. Cinnamon has a distinctive, sweet flavor and was used to stimulate a weak heart (Neh.
8:10; Isa. 42:4a).
2. We are being conformed to the death of Christ by our outward, consuming
environment in cooperation with the indwelling, crucifying Spirit (2 Cor. 4:10-11, 16;
Rom. 8:13-14; Gal. 5:24; Col. 3:5; Gal. 6:17).
« DAY3 »

C. Sweet calamus signifies the precious resurrection of Christ:
1. Calamus is a reed standing up (shooting into the air) and growing in a marsh or muddy
place (1 Pet. 3:18).
2. We need to experience the Spirit as the reality of Christ’s resurrection (John 11:25;
20:22; Lam. 3:55-57).
D. Cassia signifies the repelling power of Christ’s resurrection:
1. Cinnamon is from the inner part of the bark and cassia from the outer part (Rev. 2:7; 1
Pet. 2:24; John 11:25).
2. Cassia was used as a repellent to drive away insects and snakes (Eph. 6:11, 17b-18).
3. We need to know the power of Christ’s resurrection in the life-giving Spirit as the
all-sufficient grace of the processed and consummated Triune God (Phil. 3:10; 2 Cor.
12:9-10; 1 Cor. 15:10, 45b, 58; Phil. 4:23).
E. Olive oil signifies the Spirit of God with divinity:
1. The olive oil is the base of the compound ointment, the holy anointing oil (Isa. 61:1-2;
Heb. 1:9).
2. This oil is produced by the pressing of olives (Matt. 26:36).
3. This oil was for the priesthood and the kingship to proclaim the jubilee of grace (Lev.
8:12; 1 Sam. 16:12-13; Luke 4:18-19).
« DAY4 »

. The numbers one, two, three, four, and five are all used in the type of the compound

ointment:
A. The only God is signified by the one hin of olive oil (1 Tim. 1:17; Rom. 16:27; Exo. 30:24
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[the number one]).
B. The Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—is signified by three units of
measure, consisting of four spices (vv. 23-24 [the numbers two, three, four, and five]):
1. There are five hundred shekels of myrrh.
2. There are two hundred fifty shekels of cinnamon and two hundred fifty shekels of
calamus.
3. There are five hundred shekels of cassia.
4. There are three units of five hundred shekels each in four spices.
. Man, the creature of God, is signified by the four spices of the plant life (vv. 23-24; John
19:5; 1 Tim. 2:5; Hymns, #132).
. The mingling of divinity with humanity is typified by the blending of the olive oil with
four spices (Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17).
. The power for responsibility is signified by the number five (Matt. 25:2, 4, 8).
. The building element is signified by the numbers three and five (Gen. 6:15-16; Exo. 26:3;
27:13-15).

O o

mm

« DAY5 »

. We need to see the function of the compound ointment and the prohibitions concerning
its use:
A. The function of the compound ointment is for all generations (30:31):

1. The compound ointment functions to anoint God’s dwelling place and His priesthood
with all the elements of the compound God, the processed and consummated Triune
God (vv. 26-31).

2. The anointing is the moving and working of the indwelling compound Spirit to
transfuse, infuse, and add the divine and mystical elements of His all-inclusive person
into our inner being so that our inner man may grow in the divine life with these
following elements (1 John 2:20, 27):

. The only God with divinity.
. The Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
. Man, the creature of God.
. The precious death of Christ.
. The sweetness and effectiveness of Christ’s death.
. The precious resurrection of Christ.
. The power of Christ’s resurrection.
. The mingling of divinity with humanity.
. The power for responsibility.
Jj. The building element.

3. The compound ointment sanctifies the things of God and the men of God, separating
them from anything common and making them most holy for God’s service (Exo.
30:29-30; Rom. 1:1; 2 Cor. 2:14-15).

4. The anointing of the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the operating God, is
for our practical, daily, moment-by-moment salvation, which is to be sustained and
strengthened to live and magnify Christ under any circumstances (Phil. 1:19-21;
2:12-14):

a. This anointing Spirit is for the Body, typified by the tabernacle (Exo. 30:26-29;
Phil. 1:7, 19; Acts 9:6; Psa. 133).
b. This anointing Spirit is for God’s service to build up the Body, typified by the
priesthood (Exo. 30:30; Rom. 15:16; 2 Cor. 3:8).
¢. This anointing Spirit is for our organic salvation (Rom. 5:10; 8:2).
d. This anointing Spirit consummates the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1).
B. We need to see the prohibitions concerning the use of the compound ointment:

1. The ointment was not to be poured upon the flesh of man—this signifies that whenever
we live and walk according to the flesh, we are through with the compound Spirit (Exo.
30:32).

2. The ointment was not to be put upon a stranger—this signifies that when we act and
behave according to our flesh, we are in the old creation and are regarded as strangers
in the sight of God (v. 33).

3. The people were not to compound anything like the ointment in its proportions—this
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signifies that we should not imitate anything of the compound Spirit, any spiritual peayd s HRERELZRPAT ;*I.*‘u{/,’g RNELH—32F o
virtue, by our own effort (v. 32).

« DAY6 » * =
VI. This compound Spirit of Jesus Christ becomes the seven Spirits of God, who are the
seven lamps of fire before God’s throne to carry out His administration on earth for the ¥ & hBR = Hoths & d s &k
accomplishing of His economy concerning the church and who are the seven eyes of the h_ , i e ife%,—, o ’né # ;*J T & ‘:ﬁ;#"c%‘u%).& s ?L,i
Lamb for the transfusing of all that He is into the church (Phil. 1:19; Rev. 1:4; 4:5; 5:6): B 3 N '11 " iz ';’, o 0, 5 4
A. The title the seven Spirits indicates that all the elements of the all-inclusive Spirit have £ eh _r* ’ i R - l"{'%ﬁﬂ s 2m TeT &7
been intensified for our experience (1:4). =5 P2 ﬂG”- . s 3 ~ o 3 o
B. The seven lamps of fire burning before the throne of God are for enlightening, searching, - SR YR ¢ 9 G AR AR ‘F'”v B0k
exposing, judging, and burning (4:5): AN gpmE—— 4o
1. This is for the carrying out of God’s administration. ) o A RRWE L YU LR R A T HER
2. God is administrating His government by enlightening, searching, exposing, judging, ,;E > 5
and burning (1 Pet. 4:12, 17; 1:7). 1 {J i
C. The seven eyes of the Lamb are for watching, observing, infusing, and transfusing (Rev. 5 f4¢ ehiFse -
5:6): 4 9 g g o ( 2AEHRE CERRR o T AP FRPEREE R
1. The seven eyes of the Lamb transfuse all that the Lamb is into our being so that we W 12 17> = Te
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2. Christ’s eyes are upon us so that we may be transformed and conformed into His image 1 X s i X o- 98 3 Tali |ESNTER: A0 BRI NN A L S
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to
7:39 receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Phil. For | know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the

1:19 bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

[John 7:39] indicates that before Christ’s resurrection, the Spirit—the Spirit compounded with
other elements—was “not yet.” The Spirit of God was there from the very beginning, but the Spirit
as the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19) was “not yet” when the Lord spoke
this word, because He was not yet glorified. Jesus was glorified when He was resurrected (Luke
24:26). After His resurrection, the Spirit of God became the Spirit of the incarnated, crucified, and
resurrected Jesus Christ, who was breathed into the disciples by Christ in the evening of the day He
was resurrected (John 20:22). The Spirit is now “another Comforter,” who is the Spirit of reality
promised by Christ before His death (John 14:16-17). When the Spirit was the Spirit of God, He had
only the divine element. When He became the Spirit of Jesus Christ through Christ’s incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection, He had both the divine and human element, with all the essence and
reality of the incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ. Hence, He is now the all-inclusive
Spirit of Jesus Christ.

From the time of Genesis 1 until the time of John 20:22, the Spirit was not yet. The term “the
Spirit” is all-inclusive, for it includes all the elements of all the other titles of the Spirit. As we shall
see, the Spirit includes the Spirit of reality, the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, the Spirit of life, the life-giving Spirit, the Lord Spirit, the Spirit of grace, and the seven
Spirits. How marvelous! (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1724-1725)

Today’s Reading

When all the aspects and elements of the Spirit are put together, we have a totality, an aggregate,
known in the New Testament as the Spirit (Rom. 8:16, 23, 26, 27; Gal. 3:14; 5:16-18, 22, 25; 1 Pet. 1:2;
Rev. 2:7; 14:13; 22:17). As the Bible is the book, so the Spirit of God today is the Spirit. The Spirit is the
all-inclusive, processed, compound Spirit. This Spirit is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Jehovah, the Holy
Spirit, the Spirit of reality, the Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Spirit of
life, the life-giving Spirit, the Lord Spirit, the Spirit of grace, and the seven Spirits.

We have seen that at the time of John 7:39, the Spirit was “not yet.” That was before the Lord Jesus
was crucified and glorified in resurrection. But now we who believe in Christ may fulfill our destiny of
enjoying the Spirit, and this Spirit will become rivers of living water flowing out of our innermost being.
According to John 7:38 and 39, the Spirit, the all-inclusive Spirit, will become rivers of living water
flowing out of us. This means that in our experience the one Spirit becomes many rivers of living water.
This is the enjoyment of the Spirit.

In their writings John, Paul, and Peter all speak of the Spirit. Paul uses the term the Spirit more than
any other title of the Spirit. In 1 Peter 1:2 speaks not of the sanctification of the Holy Spirit, but of the
sanctification of the Spirit. The reason is that the Holy Spirit is not as rich as the all-inclusive Spirit is. In
the book of Revelation John does not use the titles the Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, or the Holy
Spirit. In Revelation only two titles of the Spirit are used: the seven Spirits and the Spirit. In 1:4; 4:5; and
5:6 we have the seven Spirits. In chapters two and three the title the Spirit is used again and again. It is
also found in Revelation 14:13, and for the last time, in Revelation 22:17. Revelation 22:17 says, “The
Spirit and the bride say, Come!” This reveals that the Spirit as the totality of the Triune God has become
one with the church, who is now fully matured to be the bride. Hence, the Spirit and the bride are one
and speak as one. How wonderful! (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1730-1731)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 157, 165-166
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh...and of fragrant cinnamon...and of
30:23-25 fragrant calamus...and of cassia...and...olive oil. And you shall make it...a fragrant
ointment compounded according to the work of a compounder; it shall be a holy
anointing oil.

The flowing myrrh in Exodus 30:23 typifies the precious death of Christ. This precious death is,
according to this type, compounded with the anointing Spirit. In Romans 6:3 and 6 Paul says that
we who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death and that our old man
has been crucified with Christ. The death of Christ into which we have been baptized is actually
included in the Spirit. Without the Spirit, the death of Christ is only a historical fact, and it can
never become our experience. It is in the Spirit that we share the death of Christ. This is also a part
of the anointing of the Spirit.

The fragrant cinnamon in 30:23 typifies the sweetness and the effectiveness of Christ’s death.
The effectiveness of the death of Christ can be compared to an antibiotic used to kill germs....The
effectiveness of Christ’s death can be regarded as the spiritual antibiotic to kill the “germs” within
us.

Fragrant cinnamon signifies the sweetness and effectiveness of Christ’s death. Cinnamon not
only has a distinctive flavor, but it can also be used to stimulate the heart.

Myrrh signifies the precious death of Christ, and cinnamon signifies the effectiveness of His
death. If we apply the Lord’s death to our situation, it will reduce our pain, correct the wrong
secretions, and eventually stimulate us and make us happy and joyful. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
1749-1750, 1688)

Today’s Reading

Galatians 5:22 and 23 speak of the fruit of the Spirit. Then verse 24 says, “But they who are of Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and its lusts.” Physically speaking, no one can crucify
himself....This crucifixion is carried out by the Spirit from whom is the fruit of the Spirit. The Spirit who
bears fruit within us is the One by whom we crucify ourselves. This corresponds to Romans 8:13: “For if
you live according to the flesh, you must die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the practices of the
body, you will live.” By ourselves we are not able to put to death the practices of the body.... Today we
experience crucifixion through and by the indwelling Spirit.

All the spices were prepared for use through suffering. This indicates that the Spirit of God could
become the Spirit of Christ as the compound ointment only through Christ’s sufferings. Actually, the
compounding is the suffering. It was through the sufferings of Christ that the spices were blended with
the oil to form the compound Spirit.

The Lord Jesus suffered death throughout His life, not only during the six hours He was on the cross.
As soon as He was born, He began to suffer. This suffering is signified by myrrh....The Lord Jesus lived
a crucified life,...a life of suffering. The Lord Jesus was crucified continually. He was crucified by His
mother, by His brothers in the flesh, and by His disciples. Daily He lived a life of crucifixion. This is the
experience of myrrh dropping as tears from cuts made in the tree.

At the beginning of the Lord’s life on earth and at the end, at His birth and at His death, there was
myrrh [Matt. 2:11; John 19:39]. This indicates that the Lord’s life from birth to death was a life of
suffering, a life of tears. He lived a crucified life, a life of myrrh.

We need to learn how to apply the myrrh in our experience....Today...the death of Christ is in the
Spirit....Brother Watchman Nee pointed out that if we would experience the death of Christ, we need the
Spirit. He also said that the fact revealed in Romans 6, that our old man has been crucified with Christ,
can only be experienced through the Spirit in Romans 8....Apart from the Spirit we cannot experience the
death of Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1750, 1703-1705)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs 159, 164; The Spirit, ch. 12; The Christian Life, ch. 9
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh...and of fragrant cinnamon...and of
30:23-26 fragrant calamus...and of cassia...and...olive oil. And you shall make it a holy
anointing oil...And with it you shall anoint the Tent of Meeting and the Ark of the
Testimony.
Phil. To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
3:10 being conformed to His death.

Exodus 30:23 [also] speaks of fragrant calamus. This calamus signifies the precious resurrection
of Christ (1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 2:6; Col. 3:1). After we experience the sweetness and effectiveness of
Christ’s death, we are ushered into resurrection. For example, suppose a sister experiences the
effectiveness of Christ’s death applied to her shopping. Spontaneously she will have the experience
of being in resurrection. She will experience the precious resurrection of Christ.

The cassia in 30:24 signifies the power of Christ’s resurrection. In Philippians 3:10 Paul
expresses the desire to know the power of Christ’s resurrection. In a foregoing message we pointed
out that cassia functions as a repellent. It repels snakes and insects. Likewise, the power of the
Lord’s resurrection also functions as a repellent. It repels the demons and all negative things.
(Life-study of Exodus, p. 1752)

Today’s Reading

The calamus in Exodus 30 is a reed. The Hebrew root...for calamus means standing up. Calamus
grows in a marsh or muddy place. But even though it grows in a marsh, it is able to shoot up into the air.
According to the sequence of the spices, this calamus signifies the rising up of the Lord Jesus from the
place of death. The Lord was put into a marsh, into a death situation, but in resurrection He rose up and
stood up. Calamus, therefore, signifies the precious resurrection of Christ.

The fourth spice, cassia, signifies the power of Christ’s resurrection. Cassia and cinnamon belong to
the same family. Cinnamon is from the inner part of the bark, and cassia, from the outer part of the bark.
Both cinnamon and cassia are sweet and fragrant. Furthermore, the plants from which they are derived
often live and grow in places where other plants cannot grow.

In ancient times cassia was used as a repellent to drive away insects and snakes. Cassia thus signifies
the power, the effectiveness, of Christ’s resurrection. Christ’s resurrection can withstand any kind of
environment, and His resurrection certainly is a repellent. It repels all evil “insects” and especially the
old serpent, the devil.

In the Bible olive oil signifies the Spirit of God. Olive oil is produced by the pressing of olives. The
olive oil signifies the Spirit of God, through the pressure of Christ’s death, flowing out.

The olive oil is the base of the ointment; it is the basic element compounded with the spices. The four
spices are compounded into the olive oil to make the ointment. This indicates that the Spirit of God,
signified by the olive oil, is no longer merely oil, but now it is oil compounded with certain ingredients.
Regarding this, John 7:39 says, “But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into
Him were about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.” This
means that before the Lord’s glorification, the compound Spirit was not yet. It was after Christ’s
resurrection that the compounding, or the blending, of such a Spirit was completed. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 1688-1689)

The one hin of olive oil is a type of the unique God. Thus, the compound Spirit is compounded with
the divinity of God, typified by the one hin of olive oil. This is the base. Furthermore, the four spices are
all of the plant life. In the Bible, plants signify humanity. Also, the number four signifies the creatures. In
the ointment we have the one God with His creature, man. Thus, the compound Spirit is compounded
with the humanity of Christ, typified by the four kinds of spices. (The Christian Life, pp. 93-94)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 158; The Christian Life, chs. 8, 10
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. Now to the King of the ages, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, be honor and
1:17 glory forever and ever. Amen.
Exo. You also take the finest spices: of flowing myrrh five hundred shekels, and of
30:23-24 fragrant cinnamon half as much, two hundred fifty shekels, and of fragrant calamus
two hundred fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred shekels, according to the shekel
of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil.

The first element [that constitutes the compound Spirit] is the only God, the unique God,
signified both by the olive oil itself and also by the quantity of olive oil, a hin....A hin is...a Hebrew
expression signifying a complete unit. The one hin of olive oil in Exodus 30 signifies the only God,
the Creator (1 Tim. 1:17; Rom. 16:27; Exo. 30:24).

One hin of olive oil as the base of the compounded ointment signifies the unique God as the base
of the compound Spirit. This understanding is logical and meaningful. We believe in God, but not in
the simple way of the Jews. Instead, we believe in God according to the complete revelation of the
New Testament. In the New Testament God is no longer merely God with the single element of
divinity, for He has been mingled with other elements.

In the Old Testament the Spirit of God was of one element, and that element was the unique God,
the Creator. However, the New Testament reveals that a process of blending, of compounding, has
taken place. This process involved Christ’s incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and
ascension. After passing through this process of blending, compounding, the Spirit of God is no
longer simply the Spirit with one element. Now He is the compound Spirit. However, this Spirit still
has the unique God as the base. This base, the one God, is typified by the hin of olive oil.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1743-1744)

Today’s Reading

In the compound Spirit we also have the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit....In this
ointment the Triune God is typified by the three units of the measure of the four spices (Exo. 30:23-24).
In the compounded ointment there were five hundred shekels of myrrh, two hundred fifty shekels each of
cinnamon and calamus, and five hundred shekels of cassia. Although there were four spices, there was a
total of three units of five hundred shekels in measure....The first unit is five hundred shekels of myrrh.
However, the second unit of five hundred shekels is split in half: two hundred fifty shekels of cinnamon
and two hundred fifty shekels of calamus. The third unit is five hundred shekels of cassia. Notice that it
is the second unit, the middle one, that is split into two parts. Surely this points to the second of the
Triune God, the Son, and to His crucifixion.

The first unit signifies the Father; the second the Son, who was cut, was put to death, on the cross; and
the third, the Spirit. Therefore, the three units of the measure of the spices signify the Triune God. To
have this understanding of the three units is to decipher the heavenly language in Exodus 30.

Next in the ingredients of the compound Spirit we have man, the creature of God. This, of course,
refers to the humanity of Jesus, or to the man Jesus. When some hear that man, the creature of God, is an
ingredient of the compound Spirit as typified by the compounded ointment, they may say, “There is
nothing said here about man. How can you say that man as the creature of God is an ingredient in the
compounded ointment?” This answer is that man is typified by the four spices of the plant life (Exo.
30:23-24).

The number four in the Bible signifies God’s creation. A strong proof of this is the four living
creatures in Ezekiel and Revelation. In Revelation 4 John explicitly mentions four living creatures....The
leading one among the four living creatures has the face of a man....Although God created man last, God
made him to be the head over creation. God gave man the dominion to rule all His creatures. In Exodus
30 man is signified by the four spices. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1744, 1746-1747)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 160-163
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. And with it you shall anoint the Tent of Meeting and the Ark of the Testimony, and
30:26-31 the table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of
incense, and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and the laver and its
base. Thus you shall sanctify them that they may be most holy; whatever touches
them shall be holy. And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons and sanctify them that
they may serve Me as priests....This shall be a holy anointing oil to Me throughout
your generations.

The function of the holy anointing oil as a compound ointment is to sanctify the things of God
and men of God, separating them from anything common and making them most holy for God’s
service....The anointing oil was used to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the Ark of the Testimony, the
table and all its utensils, the lampstand and its utensils, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt
offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its base. Exodus 30:30 says, “And you shall anoint
Aaron and his sons and sanctify them that they may serve Me as priests.”

Verse 29 says, “Thus you shall sanctify them that they may be most holy; whatever touches them
shall be holy.” As soon as the anointing oil was applied to something, that thing became most holy.
Furthermore, whoever touched it became holy.

Let us suppose that we paint a chair green with a paint that never dries. Anyone who touches this
chair will get paint on him. We may say that we have been painted with a paint, a divine paint, that
never dries. Anyone who touches us, therefore, should be affected by us. All Christians should be
influential in this way; there should be something contagious about them. If you touch us, you
should get painted. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1694-1695)

Today’s Reading

Exodus 30:31...indicates that God’s principle...in His divine economy does not change. The ordinance
concerning the anointing will remain forever. Even in eternity God will continually be anointing us.

Verse 32 says that the holy anointing oil was not to be poured upon the flesh of man....The flesh of
man denotes fallen man in the old creation. As believers in Christ,...on the one hand, we have a
regenerated spirit; on the other hand, we still have the old, fallen flesh....The anointing is not to be
applied to men of the old creation. Whenever we live and walk according to the flesh, we are through
with the Spirit of Christ. If we would partake of this Spirit and enjoy the all-inclusive Spirit, we must
remain in our spirit.

Exodus 30:33 indicates that the ointment was not to be put upon a stranger....The priests serving in the
presence of God do not act according to the old nature. Instead, they live according to their new nature
and thereby enjoy the anointing....\When we act and behave according to our flesh, we are in the old
creation and are regarded as strangers in the sight of God....[Thus], we cannot enjoy the Spirit of Christ.
We must remain in our spirit...as priests serving God and participating in the Spirit of Christ.

The middle part of verse 32 says, “Nor shall you make any like it, according to its composition.”
Furthermore, verse 33 goes on to say, “Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it upon a
stranger, he shall be cut off from his people.” The command not to make anything like the anointing oil
according to its composition means that we should not imitate it. However, among Christians today there
is a great deal of imitation. Therefore, we need to discern what is truly of the Spirit and what is an
imitation. For example,...in China | saw some disciples of Confucius who were much more humble than
many Christian teachers. But that humility had nothing to do with the Spirit of Christ. Because of the
influence of certain teachings, many Christians try to act humble. This humility, however, is not of the
Spirit of Christ. Rather, it is an imitation.

Do not imitate any spiritual virtue by your own effort. To do this is to make something like the
ointment. In the sight of God this is an abomination. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1694-1696)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 158; The Experience of Christ as Life for the Building Up of
the Church, chs. 10-11
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus
Christ

« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. ...Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is coming, and from
1:4 the seven Spirits who are before His throne.
4:5 ...And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven
Spirits of God.
5:6 And I saw in the midst of the throne...a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth.

Eventually, in the book of Revelation, the Spirit is called the seven Spirits. The title the seven
Spirits indicates that the Spirit has been intensified sevenfold. This Spirit intensifies all the elements
of the Spirit: He intensifies divinity, the Trinity, incarnation, crucifixion, the power of resurrection,
the essence of reality, the imparting of the divine life, and grace as our enjoyment.

Ultimately, the Spirit of God is the Spirit,...a totality, an aggregate, of all the elements of all the
titles of the Spirit. Hence, the Spirit is the all-inclusive Spirit. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1736)

Today’s Reading

According to the book of Revelation, the Lord Jesus has seven burning eyes. Although these eyes are
for searching, judging, refining, and enlightening, they are ultimately for transfusing us with His essence,
His divine element....\Whenever we are searched, purged, purified, refined, and judged by the flaming
eyes of Christ, we gain something of Him. Not only is some element of ourselves purified, but some
element of Him is transfused into us. The natural things are purged, and the divine things are transfused
into us. Through this process, the Lord builds us together and carries out God’s building. The book of
Revelation is not mainly for searching and judging; it is for producing and building up the New
Jerusalem, the ultimate issue of this book. As a result of the transfusing of the seven eyes of Christ, the
New Jerusalem will be built up. The seven eyes of Christ look at God’s chosen people, enlightening,
searching, judging, purifying, and refining them, and ultimately infusing them with whatever He is. By
infusing us with His essence, He makes us the same as He is, and, by so doing, He transforms us from
being natural into being the same as He. Then we become the transformed material for the building up of
the New Jerusalem. We all must see that the seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God and of the
Lamb, are absolutely for God’s building.

The lamps in Exodus 25 are for the building up of the tabernacle, especially for the move in the
tabernacle. Without light, it is impossible to move. The light is for the move, and the move is for God’s
building. The seven lamps, therefore, are for the building up of the tabernacle, God’s dwelling place on
earth.

The seven lamps in Zechariah 3 and 4 are for the recovery of God’s building. The principle is the
same in the rebuilding of the temple as it was in the building of the tabernacle. The same is true of the
book of Revelation. If we approach this book with a shortsighted view, we shall be unable to see that the
seven Spirits, which are the seven eyes of the Lamb and the seven lamps before God’s throne, are for
God’s building. But if we have an overall view, we shall see that the seven Spirits are absolutely for
God’s building. Revelation begins with the seven local churches, and it ends with the New Jerusalem.

Although this book contains the judgment of God, this judgment is not the goal;...it is for God’s building.

The New Jerusalem, God’s eternal dwelling place, issues out of this judgment. Thus, the seven lamps,
the seven eyes, and the seven Spirits are all for God’s building. We are here for the realization of God’s
eternal goal in His divine building.

God does not want a group of individualistic spiritual persons; He wants the building. He does not
desire a heap of precious stones for exhibition. God, of course, needs individuals, but He needs them as
the material for the building. All the individual stones must be put into the building. (Life-study of
Revelation, pp. 268, 267, 271)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 22; Life-study of Exodus, msg. 162; The Divine and
Mystical Realm, ch. 1
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The All-inclusive, Life-giving, Compound, Sevenfold Intensified Spirit of Jesus

Christ
« WEEK 6 — HYMN

Hymns, #1116

1 Pure myrrh and cinnamon,

Calamus and cassia—

These are Thy elements,
Jesus my Lord!

In olive oil they’re blent

In wondrous measurement—

O what an ointment this,
Anointing us!

Four-in-one mingled,
Compounded Spirit,

Sweet with Christ’s suffering death,

Full of the fragrance

Of resurrection—

O what an ointment flows
In spirit, Lord!

2 Stacte and onycha,

Galbanum and frankincense—
These are Thy elements,

Jesus my Lord!
Stacte doth sons produce,
Onycha from sin doth loose,
Galbanum all death repels,

In spirit, Lord.

Equal proportion,
In resurrection;
Seasoned with salt are they.
Ground into powder fine,
Consumed with fire divine—
O what an incense this,

Jesus my Lord!

3 Ointment is Christ for us,
Exceeding glorious!
Incense is Christ for God,

Wholly for Him.
Qintment flows down to us,
Christ is our portion thus;
Incense ascends to God,

Fragrant to Him.

"Tis by th” anointing
Christ we experience
And then the incense burn.

Christ in our prayer and praise—

O what a Christ we raise
From our experience,
Precious to God.
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WEEK 7 — OUTLINE

The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 12:26-27; 2 Cor. 11:28-29; Col. 2:19; Rom. 12:4-5, 15; Phil. 1:8

DAY1 »
According to the teaching of the Bible and our spiritual experience, there is something
called the consciousness of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:26-27; 2 Cor. 11:28-29):
A. As members of the Body of Christ, we need to have the consciousness of the Body and a
feeling for the Body (1 Cor. 12:26-27; Phil. 1:8).
B. In order to live the Body life, we need to be conscious of the Body of Christ (Rom. 12:4-5,
15).

1. The consciousness of the Body of Christ is the sense of Christ’s life within us (Col. 3:4,

15; Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11; 12:4-5):
A. The mystical Body of Christ is formed by Christ as life in each of us, mingled with us (Col.
3:4; 2:19):

1. If we are still living in our own life, we cannot know this life that mingles with us to
form the Body of Christ (Matt. 16:24; 1 Cor. 2:14; 3:1-3; 12:12-27; Eph. 4:13-16).

2. The Bible and our experience prove that, although each one of us is a member of the
Body of Christ, the life in each one of us is not a member life but a Body life (1 John
5:11-12; Rom. 12:4-5).

3. In the Body of Christ, when one member is joined to the Body or is having fellowship
with the Body, his life is the life of the Body, and the life of the Body is his life (1 John
1:1-3).

4. This life mingles with us to become the Body of Christ (Rom. 8:10; 12:4-5).

« DAY2 »

B. Concerning the consciousness of the Body of Christ, we need to begin with the sense of the
divine life within us (8:6):

1. This sense originates from the Spirit of God and from God’s life in our spirit (vv. 2,
10).

2. The divine life within has feelings, and our regenerated spirit also has feelings (vv. 6,
16; 2 Cor. 2:13).

3. This sense is called the sense of life, and it is also the consciousness of the Body of
Christ (Rom. 12:15; 1 Cor. 12:26-27).

4. If we exercise this sense, it will cause us to be conscious of matters related to the Body
(Rom. 12:15).

5. If we cultivate this sense, it will enable us to detect problems in the Body.

6. If we exercise this sense often and if we love the Lord and care for the church, this
sense will become the sense, the consciousness, of the Body (2 Cor. 11:28-29).

C. Because of self-consideration and love for our particular work, our inner sense is
suppressed; this shows that our sense of being in the Body is not adequate and that we still
remain in ourselves (Phil. 2:21).

D. If we have the sense of the Body, when others suffer or are blessed, we will identify with
them and feel the same hardship or blessing (1 Cor. 12:26-27).

« DAY3 »

The consciousness of the Body of Christ comes from the organic union with Christ, the
enjoyment of Christ, and the living in the inward parts of Christ (Rom. 12:4-5; Col.
2:16-19; Phil. 1:8):
A. We may cultivate the consciousness of the Body of Christ by living in the organic union
with Christ (Rom. 12:4-5):
1. Romans 12 speaks of the Body from the angle of the organic union, from the uniting
life, from a life that unites us together, not only with Christ but with all the other
members of Christ.
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B.

2. We are one Body in Christ, having an organic union with Him; this union makes us one

in life with Christ and with all the other members of His Body (vv. 4-5):

a. The Body is an organism produced by the union in life that we have in Christ; it is
something that is held together in the organic union with Christ, and the actuality of
the Body is the remaining in the organic union with Christ (John 15:1; Rom.
12:4-5).

b. If we would live in the reality of the Body of Christ, we need to live a grafted life;
in the grafted life we no longer live by ourselves but allow the pneumatic Christ to
live in us, and He causes us to become conscious of the Body of Christ (6:5; 11:17;
Gal. 2:20).

« DAY4 »

We may cultivate the consciousness of the Body of Christ by enjoying the all-inclusive
Christ, who is the Head of the Body (Col. 2:16-19):
1. The precious, all-inclusive Christ whom we enjoy is the Head of the Body (1 Cor.
10:3-4; John 20:22; Col. 1:18; 2:19):
a. What we enjoy of Christ is actually something of Him as the Head; thus, when we
enjoy Christ, we hold Him as the Head (vv. 10, 16-17).
b. The enjoyment of Christ causes Him to be our Head subjectively and experientially
(Eph. 3:8, 17; 4:15).
2. When we enjoy Christ, He, the Head, causes us to become conscious of the Body ( Col.
2:19; 3:15):
a. The more we enjoy Christ, the more we will realize experientially that the Christ
we enjoy is the Head of the Body.
b. This realization will make us conscious of the Body and cause us to love all the
members of the Body (vv. 12-14).
« DAYS5 »
3. The Christ we enjoy is the Head who causes us to be conscious of the Body; therefore,
the issue of enjoying Christ and holding Him as the Head is that we have the
consciousness of the Body of Christ (2:16-19).

. We may cultivate the consciousness of the Body of Christ by living in the inward parts of

Chrlst (Phil. 1:8; Col. 3:10-12, 15; Philem. 7, 12, 20):
. Paul took the inward parts of Christ Jesus as his own inward parts in caring for the
church (Phil. 1:8):
a. Paul took care of the Body of Christ by taking Christ’s feeling as his own feeling
(cf. Acts 9:4-5).

b. Christ’s feeling for the Body became Paul’s feeling for the Body.
c. Like Paul, we should take the feeling of the Head as our own feeling.

2. If we are conscious of the Body and care for the Body, we will take the Body as the
rule in our thoughts and actions (Eph. 4:15-16).

« DAY6 »

1V. The consciousness of the Body of Christ is closely related to our frame of mind (Col. 2:18;
3:2; Rom. 12:2-3; Eph. 4:23):

A.

B.

Our frame of mind is our perception of things and is crucial; when there is the proper and
thorough perception of matters, the frame of mind is normal.

If we do not have an adequate understanding of the Body of Christ, our frame of mind is
not proper, and we will not be able to have the common recognition of the Body of Christ
(Rom. 12:4-5; Eph. 4:22-24).

V. The Body of Christ is universal, the divine life within us is universal, and the sense of the
Body is also universal (1 Cor. 12:26-27; 2 Cor. 11:28-29):

A.

B.

C.

Once the divine life and the Spirit enter into us, we should have a universal sense—the
consciousness of the Body (Rom. 8:2, 10-11; 12:4-5, 15).

The sense of the Body is a universal matter, but this sense has been restricted in us because
of our own feelings and views (Prov. 14:10; 2 Cor. 6:11-13).

The more we experience the Lord’s breaking and are delivered from ourselves, the more
we will discover that the sense of the Body, the consciousness of the Body, is universal,
and we will live in the Body and care for the Body in the consciousness of the Body of
Christ (11:28-29).
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ
« WEEK7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. And whether one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or one member is
12:26-27 glorified, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are the Body of Christ, and
members individually.

Let us now consider what is meant by the consciousness of the Body. Although we cannot find
this exact expression in the Bible, according to the teaching of the Bible and our experience, there is
something called the consciousness of the Body. First Corinthians 12:26-27 says, “Whether one
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or one member is glorified, all the members rejoice
with it. Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.” In addition, 2 Corinthians
11:28-29 says, “Apart from the things which have not been mentioned, there is this: the crowd of
cares pressing upon me daily, the anxious concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is stumbled, and | myself do not burn?” These two references cover a scope that is both
great and small. (The Church as the Body of Christ, p. 195)

Today’s Reading

The smaller scope is presented in 1 Corinthians 12, which speaks of all the members suffering with a
member who is suffering and of all the members rejoicing with a member who is glorified (v. 26). This
clearly refers to the sense in the Body. This is easy to understand if we consider our body. If someone
hits us on our ear, our ear feels pain, and the other members of our body also feel pain. It is not possible
for only the ear to feel pain while the other members have no feeling.

The greater scope is presented in 2 Corinthians 11:28-29, in which the apostle Paul speaks of his
anxious concern for all the churches. His anxiety and even his weakness were a matter of consciousness.
(The Church as the Body of Christ, pp. 195-196)

Brothers and sisters, if God grants us light and if we see God’s truth, we will admit that God is after
the same vessel today that He ordained at the beginning. This vessel is the church. In other words, God is
not after an individual vessel today, but a corporate one. Since God is after a corporate vessel, His
children must be brought to the awareness of the Body of Christ and the Body life. Otherwise, they are
useless in His hand and can never fulfill His goal. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 37, p.
123)

The mystical Body of Christ, the church,...is formed by Christ as life in each of us, mingled with us.
During the second and third stages of our experience of life, we are still living in our own life; therefore,
we cannot know this life which mingles with us to form a Body. Only when our self life has been utterly
dealt with and we have the experience of passing through the Jordan and entering into the fourth stage
shall we be able to touch the reality of this life of the Body and come to know the Body.

Everyone who is saved is a member of the Body of Christ. Is the life in each one of us, then, a life
pertaining to the members or to the Body? The Bible and our experience prove that though each one of us
is a member of Christ, yet the life in each one of us is not a member life, but a Body life. All the members
of our body are sharing one life. Each member shares in common the same life together with all the other
members, that is, the life of the entire body. For example, an ear, unless it has been cut off, shares the
same blood which flows through the eye, the nose, and the whole body. Similarly, in the Body of Christ,
when one member is joined to the Body or having fellowship with the Body, his life is the life of the
Body, and the life of the Body is his life. It would not do for him to be separated from the other
members, or vice versa, because the life both in him and in the other members is of the same Body; it can
neither be distinguished nor separated. It is this life which joins us together to become the Body of
Christ; or, to say it more precisely and emphatically, it is this life which mingles with us to become the
Body of Christ. (The Experience of Life, pp. 317-318)

Further Reading: The Experience of Life, ch. 15; The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 37, chs.
35-36
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ
« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. Apart from the things which have not been mentioned, there is this: the crowd of
11:28-29 cares pressing upon me daily, the anxious concern for all the churches. Who is weak,
and | am not weak? Who is stumbled, and | myself do not burn?
Rom. Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.
12:15

Concerning the consciousness of the Body, we need to begin with the sense of the spiritual life.
We have spoken much concerning the sense of the spiritual life. We pointed out that the divine life
within us has feelings, and our regenerated spirit also has feelings. This is based on Romans 8:6:
“The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.” This verse
clearly speaks of an inner sense. It is very simple to know whether a person’s mind is set on the
spirit; we simply need to ask him if he has peace within. This peace is a matter of sense. If a person
sets his mind on the spirit, he will sense ease, comfort, and peace within. (The Church as the Body
of Christ, p. 196)

Today’s Reading

Our inner sense is usually accurate....No one can pretend that he has a certain kind of life if he does
not have that life. Life simply cannot be faked. A person’s spiritual condition before God is what it is; he
cannot pretend to have a different condition. A person with a trained, spiritual sense has a keen sense.
When people speak a few sentences with him, he can immediately discern their inward condition. They
may speak concerning the east, but he knows that they actually mean west. They may say there is no
problem, but he knows there is a problem. He knows man’s real condition, and no one can fool him;
people can fool him in practical affairs but not in spiritual things. This is a matter of the inward sense.
This sense originates from the Spirit of God and from God’s life in our spirit. This sense is called the
sense of life, and it is also the consciousness of the Body.

The overflow of the life of Christ is the expression of the Body of Christ. The consciousness of the
Body is the sense of Christ’s life within us. If we use this sense often, it will cause us not only to sense
our own condition before the Lord but cause us also to sense others’ condition before the Lord and to be
conscious of matters related to the Body. If we constantly exercise, cultivate, train, and use this sense, it
will enable us to detect the problems in the Body.

If we use and exercise this sense often and if we love God and care for the church, this sense will
become the sense of the Body. We will sense when our fellow members are in difficulty, when they are
weak, happy, or victorious in the Lord, and we will share the same feelings with them. We sense their
burden so that their burden becomes ours, we sense their experience so that their experience becomes
ours, and we sense their difficulties so that their difficulties become ours. In this way we will be in one
Body.

Many times when something is wrong among us, we still care only about ourselves, loving our
particular work, guarding our attachments to the world, and tolerating the sins within us. Because of our
self-consideration, our inner sense is suppressed, and even if we had a sense, we would ignore it. We
often ignore the sense of the Body when it comes to us and forcibly suppress it, because we are busy
taking care of our own situations. This condition is altogether abnormal.

If we have the sense of the Body, whenever any member in the Body of Christ is blessed, regardless of
whether it is our locality, we will be very happy because another church has been blessed. Regardless of
whether it is our local church, as long as the saints have hardships or have been blessed, we will identify
with them and feel the same hardship or blessing. If we can reach this stage, the sense within us toward
the Body will be rich. It will no longer be local but extra-local. The supply to the Body of Christ from
this kind of sense is indescribable. (The Church as the Body of Christ, pp. 201-202, 204, 207)

Further Reading: The Church as the Body of Christ, ch. 17; The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol.
57, pp. 70-74, 244-248
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

« WEEK 7 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. For just as in one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the
12:4-5 same function, so we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members
one of another.
John | am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
15:1

We need to cultivate a consciousness of the Body by fellowshipping more with the Lord. Our
inner sense will spontaneously be developed as we fellowship more with the Lord. Furthermore, if
we add obedience to this fellowship, our inner sense will become keener and richer. When a feeling
comes, we should closely follow that feeling. If the inner sense desires us to stop, we should stop; if
it desires us to go, we should go. In this way, our inner sense will become keen and enriched. Our
inner sense is developed through our fellowship with the Lord and our obedience to Him. Therefore,
we should always exercise this sense. This means that we must always use this sense when we touch
spiritual matters. (The Church as the Body of Christ, p. 198)

Today’s Reading

We are one Body in Christ, having an organic union with Him. The phrase in Christ always implies
that we are organically united with Christ. This union makes us one in life with Him and with all the
other members of His Body. The Body is not an organization or a society but is altogether an organism
produced by the union in life that we have with Christ.

Romans 12 speaks of the Body from the angle of the organic union, that is, from that of the uniting
life, a life that unites us together, not only with Christ but with all the other members of Christ. Formerly,
we had been born in Adam, but God took us out of Adam and transplanted us into Christ by rebirth. It is
rebirth, or regeneration, that has brought us into an organic union with Christ, thus making us a part of
Christ. To be organic in the Body means that we must be organically united with Christ and thereby
planted into His Body. Then we will have an organic union with the Body of Christ and become a part of
the Body.

The Body of Christ is altogether a matter of life and a matter of remaining in our organic union with
Christ. When we remain in this organic union, we are in the Body. When we do not remain in this
organic union, we are practically and experientially out of the Body....In order to actually live in the
Body life, we must remain in the organic union with Christ. This is simply to remain in Christ. In John
15 the Lord Jesus tells us that He is the vine, we are the branches, and we should abide in Him (vv. 4-5).
To abide in Him means to remain in an organic union with Him, [thereby]...living in the Body. But if we
do not remain in this organic union, for all practical purposes we have left the Body. For instance, when
we speak by ourselves and apart from Christ, we have left the Body.

The Body is not merely a group of Christians coming together. The Body is something that is held
together in the organic union with Christ. The Body is altogether a matter in the organic union with
Christ. In order to realize the Body of Christ, we need to fully experience the organic union with Christ
with a thorough realization that we are organically one with Christ in life. If we do not realize the
organic union in Christ, in practicality we are outside of the Body and apart from the Body. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3105-3106)

After we have been grafted together with Christ, we should no longer live by ourselves; rather, we
should allow the pneumatic Christ to live in us. Furthermore, we should no longer live by our flesh or
our natural being; rather, we should live by our mingled spirit, a spirit grafted with Christ. Thus, first, we
are united with Him; this is a union. Then we are mingled with Him; this is a mingling. Eventually, we
are incorporated with Him into an incorporation. This incorporation is the New Jerusalem, the great
universal incorporation of the mingling of God and man for us to reign in eternity. (The Experience of
God’s Organic Salvation Equaling Reigning in Christ’s Life, p. 52)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 305; Perfecting Training, ch. 23
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

« WEEK 7 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. ...Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
2:19 together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Eph. But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head,
4:15 Christ.

Our enjoyment of the Lord causes us to become conscious of the Body. If we enjoy Christ
continually, we will not continue to be individualistic. The saints who are individualistic are those
who do not consistently enjoy the Lord. The more we enjoy Christ, the more we become
Body-conscious. We should touch the Lord in the morning, but in the evening we should come to
the church meetings. It is not normal to enjoy the Lord during the day and neglect the meetings of
the church, which is His Body. Even if our environment does not allow us to attend all the meetings,
inwardly we should have the sense that our whole inner being is with the saints in the church
meeting. This consciousness of the Body comes from the enjoyment of Christ. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 3592-3593)

Today’s Reading

It is the enjoyment of Christ which causes Him to be the Head in our experience. Christ cannot be our
Head subjectively and experientially unless we enjoy Him. You may be told again and again that Christ
is the Head of the Body, but you will not have any consciousness of Him as the Head unless you enjoy
Him regularly. The more you enjoy Christ, the more you will realize experientially that the very Christ
you enjoy is the Head of the Body. This realization will make you conscious of the Body and cause you
to love all the members of the Body. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 492-493)

What we enjoy of Christ day by day is actually something of Him as the Head. This is the reason that
when we enjoy Christ, He causes us to become conscious of the Body. The more we enjoy Christ, the
more intense is our desire for the Body. However, if we fail to contact the Lord for a period of time, we
will automatically neglect the church life or lose interest in the meetings. The less we contact the Lord,
the more we become critical of the church or the saints....This shortage of the enjoyment of Christ opens
the door for the enemy, Satan, to come in to make us critical of other members of the Body. But if we
begin again to enjoy the Lord, the door will gradually close. Eventually, if we continually enjoy Christ,
the door will be completely shut. Then, instead of criticizing the church, we will praise the Lord for the
church life, and we will testify how much we love it. What brings about such a change is not admonition
or correction but the recovery of the enjoyment of Christ.

The dear, precious One whom we enjoy as our food, drink, and breath is the Head of the Body.
Because Paul had a thorough realization of this, he could leap from Christ as the reality of all positive
things for our enjoyment to the matter of Christ as the Head. Since the Christ we enjoy as our everything
is the Head of the Body, the more we enjoy Him, the more we become Body-conscious. This indicates
that the enjoyment of Christ is not an individualistic matter. It is a Body matter. We need to enjoy Christ
as members of the Body in a corporate way.

In Colossians 2:19 Paul speaks of “all the Body.” The enjoyment of Christ keeps us one as members
of the Body. The more we enjoy Christ, the more we love the other members of the Body. The
enjoyment of Christ causes us to love everyone in the church life. Even those whom we find difficult to
love become dear and precious to us. However, if we do not continue to enjoy Christ, we will despise
certain ones in the church. Actually, the church and the saints remain the same; it is our attitude that
changes. But if the supply of Christ is ministered to us and we begin to enjoy Him again, all the members
of the Body will once again become lovable to us. We will have the pleasant realization that, as members
of the Body, we love all the other members. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3593-3594)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 356; Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 56-57
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

« WEEK 7 —DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus.

1:8
Col. Puton therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, inward parts of compassion,
3:12 kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering.

To hold Christ as the Head is to enjoy Him as the body of all the shadows continually, to be in
the heavens, and to remain in our spirit. Through holding Christ as the Head, we become conscious
of the Body because the Christ whom we enjoy as our real food, drink, Sabbaths, new moons, and
feasts is the Head who causes us to become conscious of the Body. Experiencing the Body life, we
absorb the riches out from the Head. These riches are the elements of God, which become in the
members of the Body the increase of God by which the whole Body grows. Therefore, the growth
of the Body is the product of enjoying Christ, holding Him as the Head and absorbing His riches.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3595-3596)

Today’s Reading

Christ’s inwards denotes all the inward parts of His being, including His mind, emotion, will, and
heart with all their functions.

“I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:8). The Greek word translated “inward
parts” literally means bowels, signifying inward affection, then tender mercy and sympathy. Paul was
one with Christ even in the bowels, the tender inward parts of Christ, in longing after the saints. This
indicates that Paul did not keep his own inwards but took Christ’s inwards as his. He took not only
Christ’s mind but also His entire inward being. Paul’s inner being, therefore, was changed, rearranged,
remodeled, reconstituted. His inner being was reconstituted with the inwards of Christ. Paul did not live
a life in his natural inner being; he lived a life in the inwards of Christ.

“The truthfulness of Christ is in me” (2 Cor. 11:10). Truthfulness here means honesty, faithfulness,
trustworthiness. What was in Christ as truth...was also in the apostle Paul.

“My love in Christ Jesus be with you all” (1 Cor. 16:24). Paul’s love for the Corinthians was not his
love but the love in Christ, which is Christ’s love. Paul loved the saints not by his natural love but by the
love of Christ.

If we put these verses together, we shall see that Paul was a man who continually experienced Christ’s
inwards. Because he experienced Christ in this way, he surely was able to offer Christ according to his
experience of Him. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 84-85)

Since we are the members of the Body of Christ, we should have a feeling for the Body. First, we must
take the feeling of the Head as our own feeling. In Philippians 1:8 Paul said, “I long after you all in the
inward parts of Christ Jesus.” This means that Paul took the inward parts of Christ Jesus as his own
inward parts in caring for the church. This also means that he took care of the Body of Christ by taking
Christ’s feeling as his own feeling. Christ’s feeling became his feeling for the Body. We all should be
like Paul, taking the feeling of the Head as our own feeling. This is most necessary for our living the
Body life. Furthermore, we should not only take the feeling of the Head as our feeling, but also do so in
the principle of caring for the Body. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12:25b-26 that “the members would have
the same care for one another. And whether one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or one
member is glorified, all the members rejoice with it.” In order for us to have the Body life, we must care
for our fellow members and must be full of feeling for the Body.

If we as members have the feeling of the Head in everything and care for the Body, we will take the
Body as the rule in our mind, thoughts, words, and actions. We should deny ourselves and should
identify ourselves with the Body. By doing this, there will be no separation or disconnection from the
Body. The life that we live will fully be the Body life, and the Lord will gain the expression of His Body.
(The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service
according to His Pleasure, pp. 40-41)

Further Reading: A Thorough View of the Body of Christ, ch. 3; Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 9
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

« WEEK 7 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. That you put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man, which is being
4:22-24 corrupted according to the lusts of the deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of
your mind and put on the new man, which was created according to God in
righteousness and holiness of the reality.

Serving, working, and moving in the Body mean not being independent. Whatever you are doing
for the Lord, whether it is the preaching of the gospel, the feeding of the lambs, the perfecting of
people in the group meetings, or the prophesying in the district meetings, you must remember that
you are not doing it alone, but...in the Body. When you work, it is Christ working; it is also the
Body of Christ working. Seeing such a thing encourages us very much. It also puts us very much on
the alert. We have to be careful about our speaking and actions, for we are the members of the
Body. This feeling for the Body is very precious. It is what is usually known as one’s frame of
mind. The frame of mind is one’s perception of things and is very crucial. (The Oneness and the
One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His
Pleasure, pp. 45-46)

Today’s Reading

When there is the proper and thorough perception of matters, the frame of mind is normal; otherwise,
the frame of mind is not normal. If the frame of mind becomes very abnormal, there is mental illness.
Strictly speaking, we Christians are somewhat “mentally ill” in regard to the matter of the Body of
Christ. If we do not have an adequate understanding of the Body of Christ, our frame of mind is not
proper, and we will not be able to have the common recognition of the Body of Christ. Hence, we must
understand that our being Christians is fully a communal matter. In order to seek after spirituality, we
must be in the Body. Also, in order to serve the Lord, we must not be detached from the Body. Once we
are detached, we are through.

The difference between the new way and the old way lies here. The old way did not make it necessary
for us to be attached to other members. It was individualistic and not of the Body....In the new way every
saint is able to serve organically, and every member is attached to the Body to receive the life supply in
the Body and to coordinate and function together. (The Oneness and the One Accord according to the
Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure, p. 46)

We are often shut up in ourselves. Even when we come out of ourselves, we remain in our locality and
do not allow the Lord to enlarge us. The Body is universal, and the life within us is universal. The Spirit
within us is universal, the sense within us is universal, and the supply is universal. It does not matter
what locality is blessed. If the Body of Christ is blessed, we rejoice, and if the Body of Christ has a
problem, we feel the pain.

We should never despise the life that we have received. The sense in this life is a great matter.
Regrettably, this sense has been restricted in us because of our own feelings and views.

The sense of the Body is very mysterious. If we allow this sense to be enlarged, it will become a
universal sense....Christ’s life is universal, and God’s Spirit is also universal. Once this life and Spirit
enter into us, we should have a universal sense. This sense is great and far-reaching, but when it enters
into us, we limit it. At our salvation this sense caused us to realize our own condition. However, because
we have not been broken very much, this sense cannot come out of us. Gradually, according to the
lessons we learn, the more we are broken, the more this sense will increase so that we can begin to care
for others, for the church, and for the Lord’s work. The more we experience the Lord’s breaking,
learning the deeper lessons and being delivered from ourselves, the more we will discover that this sense
is universal. (The Church as the Body of Christ, pp. 207, 206, 205)

Further Reading: The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life
and Service according to His Pleasure, chs. 3-4
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The Consciousness of the Body of Christ

« WEEK 7 —HYMN

Hymns, #1225

Lord, to know Thee as the Body,

Is my desperate need today,

Oh, to see Thee in Thy members,
"Tis for this | long and pray.

No more just to know Thy headship,
In an individual way,

But to see Thee incarnated,

As the Body-Christ, | pray.

Through the years, Thy saints have sought Thee,

Longing for reality;

Gazing upward, searching inward,
Thirsting for the sight of Thee.

Now reveal that Christ in heaven,

Is the Body manifest;

And the Christ who dwells within us
As the Body is expressed.

Prone to be misled, I know it,

By my lofty thoughts of Thee,
Easy ’tis for self to seek Thee,

Yet not touch reality,

Oh, how much I need to find Thee,
In Thy members here below.

God eternal dwells among us,
Manifest in flesh to know.

Limit, Lord, my independence,

Let me to Thy Body turn;

Not just seeking light from heaven,
But the church’s sense to learn.
May we be the stones for building,
Not the formless, useless clay,
Gain in us Thy heart’s desire,
Corporately Thyself display.
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WEEK 8 — OUTLINE

The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26; 2:7-14, 22; Rev. 21:1—22:2, 17a

DAY 1 »

. The divine revelation concerning the garden of Eden, created by the eternal Triune God,
and the divine revelation concerning the New Jerusalem, built by the processed and
consummated Triune God, reflect each other (Gen. 2:7-14, 18-24; Rev. 21:1—22:2).

. What is revealed in these two parts of the divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures is the
central line of the divine revelation throughout the entire Holy Scriptures; this central
line should be a controlling principle to our interpreting and understanding of the Holy
Scriptures.

God’s eternal intention for us to become the New Jerusalem is seen in Genesis 1—2 as the

organic blueprint, the architectural plan of the Triune God, and in Revelation 21—22 as

the finished product, the organic masterpiece of the Triune God, to be the model of what

we are and how we work (Heb. 11:10; Eph. 2:10):

A. Man is a vessel created according to God’s kind so that man might contain and express
Him (Gen. 2:7; Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:6-7; Rev. 22:5):

1.

God created man in His image and according to His likeness, making man a duplicate,
a copy, of Himself for His glory, His expression (Gen. 1:26; Acts 17:28-29a; Isa. 43:7;
Rev. 21:11; 4:3).

. God created man to represent Him with His dominion, His authority (Gen. 1:26; Rom.

5:17; Rev. 20:4-6; 22:5).
« DAY2 »

. God created man with a human spirit to contact, receive, and contain God (Gen. 2:7;

Prov. 20:27; 2 Tim. 4:22):

a. Within us we have two lamps, the Spirit of God and our spirit, shining and
enlightening our inward parts to supply us with the divine life so that we can
become the city of life (Rev. 4:5; Prov. 20:27).

b. We become the New Jerusalem by exercising our spirit to enjoy the Triune God
(Jude 19-21; John 4:14b, 24; 1 Tim. 4.7; 3:15).

. God has implanted eternity in man’s heart (Eccl. 3:11):

a. Man has a deep desire for permanent things, and the only things that are permanent
are the eternal things, the life of eternity, the life of God (2 Cor. 4:16-18; Eph.
3:17).

b. The Lord’s recovery is to recover us, His church, from things seen to things
unseen, from things that are temporary to things that are eternal (Rom. 8:24-25;
Heb. 11:27; 1 Pet. 1:8).

B. The tree of life is the center of God’s economy (Gen. 2:7-9; Rev. 22:2):

1

2.

3.

4.

The tree of life signifies the crucified and resurrected Christ who imparts life to man

and who pleases and satisfies man in an edible form (John 14:6; 15:1; Exo. 15:25; Rev.

2:7; 22:14; John 6:57).

The principle of the tree of life is the principle of dependence on God for everything
(cf. Heb. 11:8; Josh. 9:14; Isa. 9:6; Psa. 16:7-8; Matt. 14:19).

Anything that we do independently of the Lord is in the principle of the tree of
knowledge (John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6).

Every genuine believer in Christ is a miniature garden of Eden, with God as the tree of
life in his spirit and Satan as the tree of knowledge in his flesh (Rom. 8:2, 6).

C. Avrriver of water of life is flowing in four branches to reach the four directions of the earth
(Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22:1; cf. John 7:37-39; Psa. 36:8-9).

« DAY3 »
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D. At the flow of the river there are three kinds of precious materials for God’s building (Gen.
2:11-12; Rev. 21:11-14, 18-21):
1. The New Jerusalem is built by the Triune God, as the divine Architect and Builder,
with Himself and His deified people as the material to be a miraculous structure of

treasure; He is God in us to make us God in Him (Heb. 11:10; 1 Cor. 3:12; 1 Pet. 2:4-5;

Rev. 21:3, 22; Eph. 1:11a, 18b; 3:21):

a. We need to pay the price to buy gold, signifying God in His divine nature (Rev.
3:18; Zech. 4:12-14, 6; Matt. 25:8-9).

b. We need to abide in the death of Christ and enjoy His life-secreting resurrection to
make us pearls for the building of God’s eternal expression (Phil. 3:10; 1:19; cf.
John 19:34; S.S. 2:8-9, 14).

¢. We need to experience the riches of Christ through sufferings, consuming
pressures, and the killing work of the cross to be transformed into precious stones
for God’s building (2 Cor. 3:18; 4:10-11, 16; Rom. 8:28-29).

2. We need to build the New Jerusalem by ministering the Triune God into others for
their transformation (Acts 6:4; S.S. 1:10-11).

E. The goal is the producing of a couple, a corporate, great God-man (Gen. 2:22; Rev. 21:2,

9; 22:17a):

1. The Spirit as the consummation of the processed Triune God marries the bride as the
consummation of the processed tripartite man (v. 17a).

2. The processed man will match the processed God forever for His full expression and
satisfaction (21:11, 23).

3. The New Jerusalem is the ultimate and eternal Eve, the corporate bride, the wife of the
Lamb, built up with precious materials produced by the flowing, transforming, and
building resurrection life of Christ (Gen. 2:22):

a. The building of Eve with the rib taken out of Adam’s side typifies the building of
the church with the resurrection life of Christ (cf. John 19:34).

b. Just as Eve was a pure product out of Adam, the church is a pure product out of
Christ; anything that is other than Christ is not the church (Gen. 5:2; Eph. 5:28-32;
cf. 1 Cor. 1:9).

« DAY4 »

1V. According to the entire revelation of the New Testament, the unique goal of the Christian
work should be the New Jerusalem, which is the ultimate goal of God’s eternal economy

(Rev. 21:2, 10):

A. The Triune God who passed through all the processes, the all-inclusive Christ who was
incarnated to die and resurrect, and the life-giving Spirit who was consummated to indwell
us, all take the New Jerusalem as Their eternal goal.

B. The Father as the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the flowing river all take
the New Jerusalem as Their eternal goal (John 4:14b).

C. The degradation of the church is mainly due to the fact that nearly all the Christian workers
are distracted to take many things other than the New Jerusalem as their goal.

D. Hence, under the degradation of the church, we need to be overcomers answering the
Lord’s call to overcome not only the negative things but even more the positive things,
which replace the New Jerusalem as the goal.

E. An overcomer’s goal should be uniquely and ultimately the goal of God’s eternal
economy, that is, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 2:7; 3:12).

« DAY5 »

V. The New Jerusalem is the Triune God, the Divine Trinity, as three basic factors, wrought
into and structured together with His redeemed to be a miraculous structure of treasure
as the conclusion of the whole Bible:

A. The first main aspect of the New Jerusalem is seen in its structure with its base signified by
the gold as the Father’s nature, its gates signified by the pearls as the issue of the Son’s
redeeming death and life-dispensing resurrection, and its wall signified by the precious
stones as the consummation of the Spirit’s transforming work (21:12-13, 18-21).

B. The second main aspect of the New Jerusalem is seen in its furnishings with the reigning
center of the Father signified by the throne, the abiding place of the Son signified by the
temple, and the enlightening and shining light of the Spirit signified by the oil in the lamp
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VI.

(22:1; 21:16, 22-25; 22:3, 5).

C. The third main aspect of the New Jerusalem is seen in its supply being the flow of the
Divine Trinity; its base and source for the flow are the Father signified by the street, its
flow is the Spirit signified by the river of water of life, and the element of its flow is the
Son signified by the tree of life (vv. 1-2).

D. Thus, the entire constitution of the New Jerusalem is the processed and consummated
Triune God built with His regenerated, transformed, and glorified elect in His Divine
Trinity in a threefold way (cf. Eph. 4:4-6).

« DAY 6 »

As co-workers and elders, we must have the realization that we are living out the New
Jerusalem to become the New Jerusalem and working out the New Jerusalem to build the
New Jerusalem (1 Cor. 3:9, 12-17):

A. We must adorn and consummate the New Jerusalem, with God the Father as its golden
base, God the Son as its pearl gates, and God the Spirit for the wall of precious stones, by
drinking the Spirit, the flowing Triune God, as the river of water of life and eating Christ,
the overcoming Lion- Lamb, as the tree of life with His rich and fresh supply:

1. The New Jerusalem needs not only to be consummated but also adorned; she is
“prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2, 18-21).

2. We need to adorn the divine building by coordinating with the transforming Spirit to
minister the Triune God into others, perfecting them with the attributes of the Triune
God so that these divine attributes become their human virtues for the building up of
the Body of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18; S.S. 1:10-11; Eph. 4:11-12).

B. Even today the New Jerusalem is still under construction; we are building up the Body of
Christ for the building of the New Jerusalem:

1. We are working together with God to build up the New Jerusalem; the Lord’s concern
is to gain the New Jerusalem through the precursor of the organic Body of Christ
produced in the churches.

2. As we grow in the divine life and minister the Triune God to others for their growth in
the divine life, we are building up the Body of Christ to consummate the New
Jerusalem (Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:16).
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. ...Out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight
2:9-10 and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. And a river went forth from Eden to water the
garden...
Rev. And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the
22:1-2 throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. And on this side and on that
side of the river was the tree of life...

The divine revelation concerning the garden of Eden, created by the eternal Triune God, and the
divine revelation concerning the New Jerusalem, builded by the processed and consummated Triune
God, reflect each other.

The revelation concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning of the divine revelation in the
Holy Scriptures, contains four matters (Gen. 2:8-14, 18-24). First, there is the tree of life as the
center of God’s eternal economy (v. 9a). Second, verses 10 through 14 speak of a river flowing into
four heads to reach the four directions of the earth. Third, at the flow of the river are three kinds of
precious materials: gold, pearl, and onyx (vv. 11-12). Here these materials are scattered and not yet
builded together. Fourth, there is a couple, signifying Christ and the church (vv. 18-24; Eph.
5:22-29, 32). (The God-men, pp. 62-63)

Today’s Reading

The revelation concerning the New Jerusalem, as the ending of the divine revelation in the Holy
Scriptures, also contains four matters (Rev. 21:1—22:2). First, there is the tree of life as the center of
God’s eternal economy (22:2). Second, according to 22:1 a river of water of life flows to reach the four
directions of the earth (cf. 21:13). Third, there are three kinds of precious materials: gold, pearls, and
precious stones. These materials are built together into a city, the city of New Jerusalem, by the
processed and consummated Triune God (21:18-21). Fourth, the entire city is a couple. The processed
and consummated redeeming Triune God in Christ is the Husband. The chosen and redeemed people of
the redeeming Triune God are the wife, produced by the processed and consummated Triune God
through Christ’s death and resurrection with the divine life of the redeeming God as the element to be
His counterpart as His enlargement and expression in eternity (vv. 2, 9; Eph. 1:23; 3:19).

What is revealed in these two parts of the divine revelation...is the central line of the entire divine
revelation throughout the entire Holy Scripture. This central line should be a controlling principle to our
interpreting and understanding of the Holy Scriptures.

The New Jerusalem is the unique, divine, and organic building in the entire universe. The New
Jerusalem is unique; there is no building like it on earth. The New Jerusalem is also divine; that is, it has
the same nature that God has. Furthermore, the New Jerusalem is organic. This means that it is living,
that it is full of life. In the entire universe only the New Jerusalem is such a divine and living building.
(The God-men, pp. 63-64)

Genesis 1 reveals God’s eternal purpose, which is to express Himself through man and to exercise His
dominion with man. Man was created to express God and to represent God. Genesis 2 continues by
showing the way to fulfill God’s purpose....God wants to come into man to be man’s life and life supply.
Furthermore, Genesis 2 reveals that God’s procedure involves three steps. The first step was for God to
create man as a vessel to contain Him as life. Since man was made as a vessel to contain God, man can
live by Him, express Him, and represent Him. As the second step, God placed man in front of the tree of
life. We have seen that the tree of life represents God Himself. In placing man before the tree of life, God
was indicating that He wanted man to take Him into his being that he might be transformed into the
precious materials for the building up of the church. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 215-216)

Further Reading: The God-men, ch. 4; The Vision of God’s Building, chs. 1-2; Life-study of Genesis,
msgs. 12-13, 17; A Deeper Study of the Divine Dispensing, ch. 12
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
2:7 the breath of life, and man became a living soul.
Prov. The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah, searching all the innermost parts of the inner
20:27 being.

“The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah” [Prov. 20:27]. Within us...we have two lamps, the
Spirit of God and our human spirit. Inside our little lamp is a stronger lamp. Before we were saved,
our spirit was a broken lamp. After we repented, the lamp was restored and began to give forth
light. Day by day as we prayed, the shining increased. With regeneration this lamp also had another
lamp come into it. This was the Spirit of God. It is because of these two lamps that there is so much
shining within us. The two become one, for “he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit” (1 Cor.
6:17). (Life Messages, vol. 2, pp. 238-239)

Today’s Reading

In view of His good pleasure to have many sons consummated as the New Jerusalem, [God] created
man in a special way....According to Genesis 1:26 God created man in His image and after His
likeness....Furthermore, God created man with a spirit for man to receive and contain Him that man may
live by Him as man’s life (signified by the tree of life) and everything (Gen. 2:7). Man’s human spirit is
God’s breath of life. The Hebrew word for breath in Genesis 2:7 is the same word for spirit in Proverbs
20:27, which says that the spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 also says that God put eternity in man’s heart. The things in this universe are mainly
of two categories: temporal things and eternal things. Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:18 said, “We do not regard
the things which are seen but the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporary,
but the things which are not seen are eternal.” This verse is the proper explanation of Solomon’s word in
Ecclesiastes 3:11....The Amplified Bible says that eternity in man’s heart is “a divinely implanted sense
of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun, but only God, can satisfy.”...Only
God can satisfy the sense of purpose in our heart.

God created man in His image, with a human spirit, and with a sense of a purpose deeply implanted in
man’s heart. Then God put this man in front of the tree of life—signifying God, the Creator of man, to be
man’s life (Gen. 2:9). (The God-man Living, pp. 4-5)

Life is God Himself....The principle of life is to be dependent on God for everything. If you depend on
God, everything is life.

As a result of the fall, Satan as the tree of knowledge came into man’s flesh. As a result of our
believing in Christ, God as the tree of life came into our spirit. Therefore, the two trees that were once in
the garden outside of man are now within us, one in our flesh and the other in our spirit....Thus, every
genuine Christian is a miniature garden of Eden. The mind of your soul represents your self, sin in your
flesh represents Satan, and the Spirit in your spirit represents God. As in the garden of Eden, the three
parties form a triangular situation within us. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 177)

Our goal should be to live a life that expresses God. If people call us a good man, that belongs to the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We need to give people the impression that we are a God-man,
even that we are genuinely God in His nature and in His life,...living a life that is not a good life but a
God life.

The very dynamic salvation of God is the redeeming and living God. He has redeemed us, and now He
is living in us and with us to cause us to live with Him in order that we may express Him. He is God in
us to make us God in Him. We do not need to exercise our mind to think so much. We need only to say,
“O God; O Lord; O Christ. Hallelujah, You are with me. I can live You, and I can be You.” How simple
and how wonderful this is! (The Organic Union in God’s Relationship with Man, pp. 92-93)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 14; The Organic Union in God’s Relationship with Man, ch.

6; The God-man Living, ch. 1; Life Messages, vol. 2, chs. 68-69
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. And a river went forth from Eden...and became four branches...The first...goes
2:10-12 around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is
good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
Rev. ...And the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city
21:18-19 were adorned with every precious stone...
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls...

Genesis 2...says that a river went forth from Eden to water the garden (v. 10), showing that when
we partake of God as life, we are brought into the fellowship, the flow, of this life.

The issue of the flow of life...is gold, bdellium (a kind of pearl), and onyx stone (vv. 11-12). As
we enjoy the Triune God, the flow of the divine life within us, we are transformed into precious
materials for God’s building in the entire universe. The issue of the flow is transformation and
building.

The three precious materials in Genesis correspond to the three persons of the Godhead. Gold
typifies God the Father in His divine nature. When we were saved, we were born of the Father and
the Father’s divine nature was imparted into us. We have become partakers of God the Father’s
divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). (The Crucial Revelation of Life in the Scriptures, pp. 17-18)

Today’s Reading

[A pearl is formed when a sand] particle lodges in the wound of the oyster, and the oyster secretes its
life-juice around the sand to produce a pearl....This depicts Christ as the living One coming into the death
waters, being wounded by us, and secreting His life over us to make us precious pearls for the building
of God’s eternal expression. Christ...was wounded for our transgressions, and we believed in His
redemptive death. Thus, He was able to secrete His life over us for us to become pearls.

Precious stones are produced through a tremendous amount of pressure and heat....All of us have to
pass through the pressure and the heat [to]...be transformed into precious stones.

The Triune God is working within us and on us to transform us into gold, pearls, and precious stones.
This transformation is for the preparation of the bride of Christ, for the building up of the church.

In Genesis 2 there is the picture of how the bride of Christ comes into being....God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon Adam (v. 21). Adam is a type of Christ (Rom. 5:14), and his sleep is a type of Christ’s
death....During Adam’s sleep, God took one of his ribs from his side. Likewise, when Christ was
sleeping on the cross...the soldier pierced His side, [and] out came blood and water....The blood came out
of Christ’s side for redemption. Following the blood, the water came out, which is the flowing life to
produce the church. This divine, flowing, uncreated life is typified by the rib taken out of Adam’s side.

The rib taken out of Adam signifies the resurrection life, and God built a woman with the rib of Adam.
Now God builds up the church with the resurrection life of Christ. Just as Eve was a part of Adam, so the
church is a part of Christ...(Eph. 5:30-32).

At the end of Genesis 2 is Eve, and at the end of the entire Bible is the New Jerusalem, which is the
ultimate Eve, the ultimate consummation of the universal bride built up with precious materials produced
by the resurrection life of Christ. (The Crucial Revelation of Life in the Scriptures, pp. 18-21)

The church is nothing more than a pure product out of Christ. This is typified by Eve....Eve was fully,
completely, and purely produced out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-24). Within Eve there was nothing else but
Adam....Eve was a full reproduction of Adam....The church must also be one element—the element of
Christ. Other than Christ’s element there should be no other element in the church....Anything that is
other than Christ is not the church. (Elders” Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery, p. 37)

Further Reading: The Crucial Revelation of Life in the Scriptures, ch. 2; Elders’ Training, Book 2: The
Vision of the Lord’s Recovery, ch. 3; Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 11, 17; The Building of God, ch. 4;
Basic Lessons on Service, Isn. 15
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared

21:2 as a bride adorned for her husband.

2:7 ...To him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.

3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by no
means go out anymore, and | will write upon him the name of My God and the name of
the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from My God, and
My new name.

According to the entire revelation of the New Testament, the unique goal of the Christian work
should be the New Jerusalem, which is the ultimate goal of God’s eternal economy. Some preach
the gospel with the goal of winning souls. Others establish seminaries with the goal of teaching
theology. Still others pursue spirituality with the goal of living a spiritual life. Also, there are others
whose goal is to pursue holiness....Hardly anyone can say that they are doing these things with the
goal of consummating the New Jerusalem. (How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to
Fulfill Their Obligations, p. 49)

Today’s Reading

In the degradation of the church, on the negative side, there is the frustration from Satan, sin, the
world, and the flesh. On the other hand, many positive, proper things have become replacements of
God’s eternal goal. God has only one ultimate goal, that is, the New Jerusalem....Regardless of how
many ages there are and how much work God does, He has only one goal. In the beginning of the Bible
there is one single God, and at the end there is a great, corporate God—the New Jerusalem.

Today, the majority of Christians disregard the New Jerusalem, the tree of life, and the river of water
of life. Instead, they take many other good things as replacements of the New Jerusalem. [In] the Lord’s
recovery...we establish the churches, edify the saints, practice the vital groups, and visit people,...but our
aim, our goal, is for the consummation of the New Jerusalem.

The degradation of the church is mainly due to the fact that nearly all Christian workers have been
distracted to take many things other than the New Jerusalem as their goal. Hence, under the degradation
of the church, to be overcomers answering the Lord’s call, we need to overcome not only the negative
things but even more the positive things which replace the New Jerusalem as the goal. We do not want a
kind of gospel preaching that is merely for soul-winning. The goal of our preaching the gospel must be
the New Jerusalem.

To be overcomers we should take the goal of God’s eternal economy, the New Jerusalem, as our
unique and ultimate goal. We all need to remember this goal. Our goal is not to help people to be
spiritual or to be holy. Rather, we are leading people toward the New Jerusalem to consummate the New
Jerusalem. How do we do this? It is by drinking the Spirit and eating Christ for us to receive His rich and
fresh supply. Thus, we adorn and consummate the New Jerusalem with God the Father as its golden
base, God the Son as its pearl gates, and God the Spirit for its wall of precious stones. It is not according
to your will, nor by using your way, nor with you as the element and essence. Rather, it is with God as
the essence, Christ as the element, and the Spirit as the way. We need to daily drink the flowing God, the
Spirit, as our river of water of life; we need to eat the overcoming Lion- Lamb as the tree of life to be our
fresh and rich supply; and we need to take the Triune God as the essence, the element, and the way to
build and consummate the New Jerusalem. This is the consummation of the full ministry of Christ. (How
to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, pp. 49-52)

Further Reading: How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, ch. 3; A
Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord, chs. 2, 4; God’s New
Testament Economy, chs. 27, 33
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its
21:22-23 temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon...for the glory of God
illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.
22:1-2 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street. And on this side and on
that side of the river was the tree of life...

In the New Jerusalem the number three is very striking....The main structure of the city is of three
factors: gold as the base, pearls as the gates, and precious stones as the wall. There are also three
furnishings in the holy city. The throne refers to God the Father. The temple refers to Christ....We
serving ones are all dwelling in Christ as God’s temple. We dwell here as the many sons with the
firstborn Son. The Father is the King, and all the sons are the co-kings. The temple is the palace.
Also, God the Son is the lamp with the Father in Him as the shining light. This lamp is not an
electrical lamp but an oil lamp. The oil signifies the Spirit, so the hidden One of the Trinity here is
the Spirit. (The Application of the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers, p.
50)

Today’s Reading

The New Jerusalem is constructed with the Triune God as the main factors. It is furnished with the
Triune God as the throne, as the temple (the palace), and as the lamp. Also, New Jerusalem is a city
supplied by the Triune God—the Father as the source and the base, the Spirit as the flow, the river, and
the Son as the main supply to nourish the entire city. Through this nourishment and divine beverage we
members of the new city grow in the divine life and are built together.

From now on we must consider that our work is a building work by the growth of the saints in the
divine life. The divine life is the Divine Trinity, who is the structure, the furnishings, and the supply of
the holy city. As we grow in the divine life and minister the Triune God to others for their growth in the
divine life, we are building up the Body of Christ, which will consummate the New Jerusalem. We need
to experience and speak these things. The more we speak, the more we will have to speak. The more we
speak, the more we will be nourished and satisfied.

The New Jerusalem is an organic constitution of the processed and consummated Triune God with His
regenerated, transformed, and glorified elect. It has a threefold stress with the Divine Trinity in the three
main aspects of this organic constitution:

1. The first main aspect in its structure with its base signified by the gold as the Father’s nature, its
gates signified by the pearls as the issue of the Son’s redeeming death and life-dispensing resurrection,
and its wall signified by the precious stones as the consummation of the Spirit’s transforming work.

2. The second main aspect in its furnishings with the reigning center of the Father signified by the
throne, the abiding place of the Son signified by the temple, and the enlightening and shining light of the
Spirit signified by the oil in the lamp.

3. The third main aspect in its supply being the flow of the Divine Trinity; its base and source for the
flow is the Father signified by the street, its flow is the Spirit signified by the river of the water of life,
and the element of its flow is the Son signified by the tree of life.

The entire constitution of the New Jerusalem is the processed and consummated Triune God built with
His regenerated, transformed, and glorified elect in His Divine Trinity in a threefold way. It is impossible
for such a constitution to be anything physical; it has to be the Divine Trinity in His threefold blending
with His redeemed elect. May we receive the eternal mercy and the sufficient grace of the unlimited
Christ that we could live a life as a foretaste of such an organic constitution in this age for its full taste in
eternity. (The Application of the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers, pp. 54-56)

Further Reading: The Application of the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers,
msg. 5; Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, msgs. 2, 13
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
21:2 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
1 Cor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s cultivated land, God’s building.
3:9-10 According to the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder | have laid a
foundation, and another builds upon it. But let each man take heed how he builds upon
it.
12 But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass,
stubble.

The New Jerusalem is the third aspect of the divine building. We need to adorn and consummate
the New Jerusalem with God the Father as its golden base, God the Son as its pearl gates, and God
the Spirit for its wall of precious stones, by drinking the Spirit, the flowing Triune God, as the river
of water of life and eating Christ, the overcoming Lion- Lamb, as the tree of life with His rich and
fresh supply....Revelation 21:2 says that the New Jerusalem was “prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.” To “adorn” oneself is to make oneself pretty. (How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder
and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, p. 88)

Today’s Reading

[In 1 Corinthians 3:9, 10, 12, and 17] what Paul meant was: “I have already laid a foundation; no one
else needs to lay another foundation. All you have to do is to build upon that which has been laid. But
you have to be careful. If you build upon the foundation with wood, grass, and stubble, you are marring,
[or destroying], God’s building. You need to build with gold, silver, and precious stones.”...[Verse] 17
warns us not to destroy the temple of God....To build with the worthless materials of wood, grass, and
stubble is to destroy the temple of God.

Today we are here not to destroy the Body of Christ; rather, we are adorning it....I simply want to be in
fear and trembling to adorn the divine building with God the Father as the pure gold, God the Son as the
pearl, and God the Spirit for the wall of precious stones. All of us must have this kind of attitude in our
living.

How do we sustain such a living? In this building, in the middle of this city, a river of water of life
flows out for us to drink and in the river the tree of life grows for us to eat....The Spirit is the flowing of
the Triune God; Christ is the embodiment of the Triune God. If | eat and drink the Triune God, | am
sustained; | have gold, pearl, and precious stones. If | do not eat God or drink the Lord, | do not have
gold, pearl, and precious stones; | have only wood, grass, and stubble. This does not mean that only our
losing our temper is considered wood, grass, and stubble. Actually, our meekness and even our diligent
service may not be the Triune God but wood, grass, and stubble.

We need to work with God to carry out His divine building in three aspects—the church, the Body,
and the holy city. God’s building is first an assembly as the church, then a Body, and finally a city.
Strictly speaking, the New Jerusalem is consummated not only by being built but also by being adorned
with pure gold as its base, pearl as its gates, and precious stones for its wall. This is God’s eternal
dwelling place, His eternal enlargement, expansion, and expression. (How to Be a Co-worker and an
Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, pp. 88-90)

Today the New Jerusalem is still under construction. If we look at today’s outward situation, we can
see the lack of the building up of the Body of Christ which consummates the New Jerusalem. This is why
the Lord has charged me to release the high peaks of His divine revelation. First, we need to release the
truth that God became a man so that man may become God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead.
Then we need to release the truth concerning the New Jerusalem. My burden is to release these two great
truths. (The Application of the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers, p. 54)

Further Reading: How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, ch. 6;
Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 3-4; The Practical Points concerning Blending, ch. 5
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The New Jerusalem—the Reflection and Fulfillment of the Divine Revelation
concerning the Garden of Eden and the Unique Goal of the Christian Work

« WEEK 8 — HYMN

What Miracle! What Mystery!

What miracle! What mystery!

That God and man should blended be!
God became man to make man God,
Untraceable economy!

From His good pleasure, heart’s desire,

His highest goal attained will be.

Flesh He became, the first God-man,
His pleasure that | God may be:

In life and nature I’m God’s kind,
Though Godhead’s His exclusively.
His attributes my virtues are;

His glorious image shines through me.

No longer | alone that live,
But God together lives with me.

Built with the saints in the Triune God,

His universal house we’ll be,
And His organic Body we
For His expression corp’rately.

Jerusalem, the ultimate,

Of visions the totality;

The Triune God, tripartite man—
A loving pair eternally—

As man yet God they coinhere,

A mutual dwelling place to be;
God’s glory in humanity

Shines forth in splendor radiantly!
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