The Holy Word for Morning Revival
2011 Summer Training

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY OF THE PSALMS

Week 1

The Central Thought of the Book of Psalms
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The Revelation concerning Christ in God’ s Economy
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The Excellency of Christ
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The God-man Who Satisfies God' s Desire and Fulfills His Good Pleasure
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Christ in His Redeeming Death and Church-producing Resurrection
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The Organic Shepherding of the Pneumatic Christ
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Praising Christ as the King
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The House and the City
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Repentance and Confession with God’ s Forgiveness for His Building
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Christ as the Center of God’ s Move on the Earth
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Christ in His Sufferings and Christ as the Factor to Enact God’ s New Testament
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Summer Training
(July 4-9, 2011)

CRYSTALLIZATION-STUDY
OF THE PSALMS

Banners:

The central thought of the book of Psalms is Christ, as revealed in plain words, and the church as the house of
God and the city of God for His kingdom, as typified by the temple and by the city of Jerusalem.

It is by Christ’s wonderful shepherding and by our entering into this shepherding that the Body of Christ will
be built up with His redeemed and regenerated ones and that the bride will be prepared for Him to return as the
King in the next age in the manifestation of His kingdom.

If we have an affectionate love for the Lord Jesus, our tongue will be the pen of a ready writer, ready to write
our love for Him and our praise to Him with our experience and enjoyment of Him according to all that He is.

At His second coming, Christ will take possession of the earth and will establish God’s kingdom on earth,
spreading the kingdom by Himself as the flowing river, recovering the earth by watering, and satisfying the thirsty
ones with living water.
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WEEK 1 — OUTLINE

The Central Thought of the Book of Psalms

Scripture Reading: Psa. 2:6-9; 27:4; 36:8-9; 48:1-2; 72:8; 22:27

II.

1.

DAY 1 »

. The Psalms are fully Christ centered; Christ is not only the centrality but also the universality of the

Psalms (Luke 24:44).

The central thought of the book of Psalms is Christ, as revealed in plain words, and the church as the

house of God and the city of God for His kingdom, as typified by the temple and by the city of

Jerusalem (2:6-9; 26:8; 27:4; 46:4):

A. The spirit, the reality, the characteristic, of the divine revelation in the book of Psalms is Christ as the
centrality and universality of the eternal economy of God (2:6-9):

1. For this, Christ is first the embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9), then the house, the habitation,
of God (signified by the temple—John 2:19-21), the kingdom of God (signified by the city of
Jerusalem—Luke 17:21; Rev. 22:3b), and the Ruler of the entire earth from the house of God and in
the kingdom of God (Dan. 2:34-35).

2. Christ is therefore all in all in the entire universe (Eph. 1:23; Col. 3:11).

B. The picture given in the book of Psalms is the same as that portrayed by the entire Bible: Christ, the
church, and the reigning of Christ over the whole earth with the New Jerusalem as the center (Matt.
16:16, 18; Rev. 21:1-3,24).

C. The particular point related to the divine revelation in the Psalms is that such a high revelation is
prophesied in the expressions of the sentiments of the ancient godly saints.

D. The consummation of the divine revelation is the city of New Jerusalem as a sign of the habitation, the
tabernacle, of God, through which the processed and consummated Triune God will be manifested and
expressed in the all-inclusive Christ and will reign on the new earth in the new universe for eternity
(Rev. 21:1-3).

E. The five books of the Psalms are arranged in the same progressive way as the entire Bible is arranged:

1. From the first book of the Psalms to the fifth book, the revelation progresses higher and higher; the
fifth book is filled with the psalmists’ praising of God.

2. The central thought in this progressive revelation is that God is embodied in Christ, Christ is in His
Body, and His Body is God’s house and God’s city for God’s kingdom over the earth (Col. 2:9;
Eph. 1:22-23; 2:19; Rev. 11:15).

« DAY 2 »

The book of Psalms covers four main points in a wonderful sequence: Christ—house—city—earth

(2:6-7; 27:4; 48:2; 72:8):

A. In the Psalms we see the details concerning the all-inclusive Christ in God’s eternal economy:

1. Christ in His divinity (45:6; Heb. 1:8).

2. Christ in His incarnation (Psa. 8:4; Heb. 2:6).

3. Christ in His humanity (Psa. 8:4; Heb. 2:6).

4. Christ in His human living (Psa. 16:1-8).

5. Christ in His death (22:1-21).

6. Christ in His resurrection (2:7; 16:10; 22:22; Heb. 2:12; Acts 2:25-32; 13:33-37).

7. Christ in His ascension (Psa. 68:18; Eph. 4:8).

8. Christ in His exaltation (Psa. 80:17; 110:1).

9. Christ in His being crowned (8:5; Heb. 2:9).

10. Christ in His enthronement (Psa. 2:6).

11. Christ in His dominion, kingship, and authority (v. 8; 8:6; 47:2; 72:8).
12. Christ in His priesthood (110:4).

13. Christ in His fighting (vv. 5-6; 45:3-5).

14. Christ in His victory (110:5-6).

15. Christ in His indwelling (22:22).

16. Christ in His shepherding (23).

17. Christ as the stone for the building (118:22).

18. Christ in His coming (72; 96; 110).

19. Christ in His reigning (93—101).
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« DAY 3 »
B. The Psalms reveal many aspects of the church as God’s house, such as:
1. God’s dwelling (68:18; 84:1).
2. The ground, the site (24:3; 68:16; 76:2).
3. Its foundation (87:1).
4. The place of God’s presence, which is God’s glory (26:8; 27:4; 29:9).
5. The place of revelation (73:17).
6. The saints’ desire (84:2, 10).
7. Its loveliness (v. 1).
8. The place where we may be planted, flourish, and bear fruit (92:13-14).
9. The place of springs (87:7).
10. The place of worship (99:9).
11. The place where God is our portion (73:26).
12. The place where we are mingled with God (92:10).
« DAY 4 »
C. The Psalms reveal aspects of the church as the city, such as:
. It is the city of the great King (48:2).
. There is a river with streams within it (46:4).
. God is in the midst of the city (v. 5).
. It is God’s holy mountain (48:1).
. It is beautiful in elevation and the joy of the whole earth (v. 2).
. It is the perfection of beauty (50:2).
. It is the goal of God’s good pleasure (51:18).
. Tt is the salvation of God’s people (53:6).
. Itis God’s resting place forever (132:14).
10. The city is built up by the Lord (147:2).
11. The Lord blesses others from the city (134:3).
12. The Lord is blessed from the city (135:21).
« DAY S&DAY 6 »
D. Various aspects of the earth are also seen in the Psalms, such as:
. The earth has been given to Christ as an inheritance (2:8).
. The Lord’s name will be excellent in all the earth (8:1).
. The earth and its fullness are the Lord’s (24:1).
. Christ will come back to take the earth (96:13).
. Christ will reign over the earth (72:8).
. The earth will return to Christ (22:27).
. The earth will remember Christ (v. 27).
. The earth will worship Christ (vv. 27, 29).
. The earth will praise Christ (98:4).
10. The whole earth will be filled with God’s glory (72:19).
IV. The book of Psalms reveals that the earth is the ultimate intention of God’s desire (8:1, 9):
A. The Psalms show us that God’s intention is to recover His title, His legal rights, over the whole earth
through Christ in the church as the house and the city (2:6-8; 36:8-9; 48:2; 72:8).
B. God must conquer the earth, recover the earth, and bring the earth back under His rightful rule (8:1, 9);
this is why the Lord taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also
on earth” (Matt. 6:10).
C. God’s purpose is to express Himself in a corporate way, and the key to the fulfillment of God’s purpose
is the building up of the church; without the church as the house and the city, there is no beachhead for
the Lord to come back and recover the earth (16:18; Eph. 3:9-11; 4:16; Rev. 11:15).
D. When the church is enlarged from the house to the city for the recovery of the earth, God’s purpose will
be fulfilled, and we will declare, “O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth!”
(Psa. 8:9).
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« WEEK1—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke And He said to them, These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that
24:44 all the things written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms concerning Me must be
fulfilled.
Psa. But I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain. I will recount the decree of
2:6-7 Jehovah; He said to Me: You are My Son; today I have begotten You.

We need to enter into the right way to understand all of the psalms one by one....The book of Psalms, in
the proper understanding, is centered on Christ. The Psalms are fully Christ-centered. Christ is not only the
centrality but also the universality of the Psalms. I believe that the Lord has given us the proper and
particular way to study, to know, and to interpret the Psalms.

Apparently, according to the human concept, all the Psalms are the expressions of the sentiments, feelings,
and impressions of godly men who were intimately close to God.

Actually, according to the divine concept, the central thought of the book of Psalms is Christ, as revealed
in plain words (Luke 24:44), and the church as the house of God and the city of God for His kingdom, as
typified by the temple and the city of Jerusalem. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 127, 9)

Today’s Reading

Revelation 19:10 says that the spirit of the prophecy of the book of Revelation is the testimony of Jesus. Based
upon this principle we can say that the spirit, the reality, the characteristic, of the divine revelation in the book of
Psalms is Christ (Luke 24:44) as the centrality and universality of the eternal economy of God. For this, He is
firstly the embodiment of the Triune God, then the house, the habitation, of God (signified by the temple), the
kingdom of God (signified by the city of Jerusalem), and the Ruler of the entire earth from the house of God and
in the kingdom of God. Thus, He is all in all in the entire universe....The only particular point of the divine
revelation in the book of Psalms is that such a high revelation, even the highest peak of the divine revelation, is
prophesied in the expressions of the sentiments of the ancient godly saints. So it is mixed with their comfort in
sufferings and the cultivation of godliness, yet the center and the reality, the spirit, of this highest revelation is not
the comfort in sufferings nor the cultivation of godliness. It is the Christ of God, who is all in all according to
God’s desire and for God’s good pleasure.

The consummation of this highest divine revelation is the city of New Jerusalem as a sign of the habitation, the
tabernacle, of God (Rev. 21:1-3), through which the Triune God is manifested and expressed in the all-inclusive
Christ.

God desires to have an organic habitation on earth, and this habitation is the aggregate of the living saints
gained by God through the terminating death and germinating resurrection of the all-inclusive Christ. They will be
the eternal manifestation and expression of the processed and consummated Triune God, and He will be
everything to them in His all-inclusive Christ. The Triune God will reign on the new earth through such an
organism in the new universe. This is the spirit, the extract, of the book of Psalms.

The entire revelation of the Bible is progressive,...[proceeding] higher and higher from Genesis to its peak in
Revelation. Genesis 1 speaks of God’s creation, but Revelation 22 speaks of the New Jerusalem. God’s creation is
somewhat easy to understand, but the sign of the New Jerusalem is a great mystery.

The five books of the Psalms were arranged in the same progressive way as the entire Bible was arranged.
From the first book of the Psalms to the fifth book, the revelation proceeds higher and higher. The fifth book is
full of the psalmists’ praising of God. God is embodied in Christ, Christ is in His Body, and His Body is God’s
house and God’s city for God’s kingdom. This is all for God’s economy. The central thought of the book of
Psalms is Christ and the church as the house of God and the city of God for His kingdom. (Life-study of the
Psalms, pp. 512-513, 32)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 1-2

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK1—DAY2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. What is mortal man, that You remember him, and the son of man, that You visit him? You have
8:4-6 made Him a little lower than angels and have crowned Him with glory and honor. For You have
caused Him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under His feet.

[May we all be] deeply impressed with these four words: Christ, house, city, earth. Let us forget about
the negative [word], the law. We must always remember God’s Christ, the house of God, the city of God,
and the earth.... The entire book of the Psalms just covers these main points in a wonderful sequence. We
have also seen that the picture given to us by the book of Psalms is exactly the same as that portrayed by the
entire Bible. The whole Bible reveals only Christ, then the church, and then the reigning of Christ over the
whole earth with the New Jerusalem as the center.

The main psalms concerning Christ are Psalms 2, 8, 16, 22,23, 24, 45, 68, 80, 91, 110, and 118.

These are just the main aspects; there are many details which could be filled in. It is clear that through the
Psalms we can know Christ much better than through the New Testament. (Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 225-226)

Today’s Reading

The Psalms...[reveal] how the Holy Spirit turned the psalmists from the law, which they loved and tried to
keep, to Christ, of whom they did not have any idea. The psalmists were right in seeking after God, but they were
not right in making the law of God the goal of their seeking. They needed to be turned in their seeking from the
law to Christ. Whereas the law is a side line in the Scriptures, Christ, the tree of life, is the main line.

Next, the Psalms ministers to the Bible readers, in their ignorant seeking of God, the all-inclusive Christ in
God’s economy. It is not adequate for us to be turned from the law to Christ; we also need to know that Christ is
the center and the circumference, the hub and the rim, of God’s eternal economy. This means that in God’s eternal
economy Christ is everything. He is the centrality and He is also the universality. We need to study the Psalms in
order to learn the details concerning this all-inclusive Christ in God’s eternal economy. (Life-study of Job, pp.
195-196)

From the human standpoint, we may say that the center and content of all the psalms are the experiences of the
saints concerning God’s mercy, kindness, love, faithfulness, power, and glory. They experienced so much of
God’s goodness that they praised God with all these aspects of their experience of God. This is the human
concept; this is the human point of view. But according to the divine concept and the divine point of view, the
center and content of all the praises are Christ, the house, and the city of God. Christ is the center, and the church,
typified by the house and the city, is also the center. Christ and the church are the center and content of all the
praises of the Psalms. Therefore, in all our praises we must have the sentiments and impressions gathered from
our experience; yet in all our praises we must have Christ and the church as the center and the content.

Christian teachers always declare that the Psalms are sweet and comforting....It is true that the Psalms are
indeed a comfort, but if we merely apply the Psalms for our comfort, we fail greatly and come far short of their
intent. The Psalms were not written in this way; they were written as praise to God with Christ as the center.
Christ Himself told His disciples that in the books of Moses, in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, many things were
written concerning Him (Luke 24:44). It is a great pity that so many Christians merely apply the Psalms for
comfort. Very few apply the Psalms for the experience of Christ.

It is good to be mindful of the Lord’s goodness and mercy toward us, but our praises must be Christ-centered
and church-centered. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 10-11)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 1; Life-study of Job, msg. 36

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK1—DAY3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. One thing I have asked from Jehovah; that do I seek: to dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days
27:4 of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire in His temple.

84:1 How lovely are Your tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts!

The Lord will recover the earth, the earth which is now usurped by the enemy. The secret is in Psalm 24.
The earth is the Lord’s; so the Lord has the right, the title, to the earth. He realizes this right by the
“mountain.” The mountain is the key, the steppingstone, for the Lord’s recovery of the earth. Upon this
mountain is the house, and the house is built up with the brothers. The brothers were brought forth by the
resurrection of Christ, and the resurrection issued from His crucifixion. Before His crucifixion there was His
wonderful life on this earth, a life which issued from His incarnation. Thus, we have all these major steps
leading up to God’s recovery of the earth: His incarnation in Psalm 8, His human living in Psalm 16, His
crucifixion and resurrection in Psalm 22 (His resurrection is also mentioned or implied in Psalms 2, 8, and
16), His brothers in Psalm 22, His house in Psalm 23, and eventually the mountain on the earth in Psalm 24.
(Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 62)

Today’s Reading

The main point of the first book, Psalms 1—41, is that God’s intention is to turn the seeking saints from the
law to Christ in order that they may enjoy the house of God. I believe that by now we have all turned to
Christ.... The saints experience and enjoy God through Christ, especially in the house and the city of God.

The subject of the first psalm is the law. But immediately in the second psalm, the subject is changed from the
law to Christ. Hallelujah! Beginning with Psalm 2 we have...six psalms of Christ, ending with Psalm 24. But
however much we appreciate the preciousness of Christ, we must realize that Christ is not the consummation.
Christ is for the house; Christ is for the church. In Matthew 16, when Peter saw Christ by the Father’s revelation,
the Lord immediately directed his attention to the church: “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock
1 will build My church” (v. 18). Here in the Psalms we first have the law, according to the human, natural,
religious concept of the saints. But God turned the saints to Christ. Then we have Christ revealed, portrayed, and
detailed in Psalms 2, 8, 16, 22, 23, and 24. We must repeat again and again these psalms about the preciousness
of Christ. But in this section, from Psalm 2 to Psalm 24, we have very little mentioned of the house. Indeed, the
house is mentioned in these psalms (see 5:7; 11:4; and 18:6), but it is not emphasized. These few references to the
house speak only of such matters as coming into His house, praising God in His temple, and prayer being heard in
the temple. But following Psalm 24, from Psalms 25 to 41, the house is set forth in a richer way. In all these
seventeen psalms, Christ is not often mentioned, but the house is repeatedly emphasized. The main thing in this
section is the house. There is reference after reference to the house. Oh, the house, the house, for the enjoyment of
God! It is in this section that the wonderful verse is found: “Taste and see that Jehovah is good” (34:8). But where
may we taste Him? In the house! We can only taste God in His house.

In Psalm 1 the law is everything. But immediately, the Spirit changes the subject to Christ. Then, from Psalms
2 to 24, Christ is richly and strongly presented. Yet, even in these psalms, the law is still not absolutely
abandoned. But when we come to Psalms 25 to 41, it is rather difficult to find a single verse concerning the law. I
cannot find one. The law is in Psalm 1, but in Psalms 2 to 24 Christ becomes the main figure, and the law is on
its way out. Then, in Psalms 25 to 41, the law is over, and the house of God becomes the main figure. We have
turned from the law to Christ, and Christ has brought us to the house....Hallelujah for God’s house! (Christ and
the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 62-64)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 12; Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms,
ch. 6
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« WEEK 1—DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Great is Jehovah, and much to be praised in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.
48:1-2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city
of the great King.

We have seen the aspects of Christ and the church as the house in the Psalms; now let us consider the
aspects of the church as the cizy. These are even more wonderful.

The main psalms concerning the city are Psalms 46, 48, 68, 87, 122, 126, 132, 133, 134, 137, 146, 147,
and 149.

‘When we put all these verses together, we see how wonderful this city is. Comparing the aspects of the
city with the aspects of the house, we see the difference. The main aspects of the house speak of God’s
presence, whereas the principal aspects of the city bespeak God’s authority, God’s ruling power, God’s
reigning. Hence, the house is for the expression of God, and the city is for the dominion of God. The house
and the city of God fulfill the purpose of God in the creation of man as expressed in Genesis 1:26: “God
said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion.” The image is
for the expression, and the dominion is for the authority. Eventually, through Christ and with Christ we have
the house for God’s presence, as God’s expression, and we have the city for God’s authority, as God’s
dominion. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 229-231)

Today’s Reading

God’s eternal purpose is fulfilled by the house and the city. In the house God is a Father, and in the city God is
a King. Both the house and the city are the church, or we may say, the local churches. A local church, in one
sense, must be the house of God, and in another sense it must also be the city of God.

A city is much stronger and larger than a house. Therefore, we say that when the house is enlarged, it becomes
the city, just as the New Jerusalem. We are told that in the New Jerusalem there will be no temple (Rev. 21:22),
no house, but just the city. It is because the entire city of the New Jerusalem is the enlargement of the temple. The
temple enlarged becomes the city. It is larger, stronger, and safer than the house.

We can apply the principle of the house and the city to the local churches in this way: If the presence of God is
among us, if when people come to our meeting, they worship and say, “God indeed is among you,” this is the
house. If, on the other hand, when people come among us and realize that there is not only the presence of God
but some kind of divine rule and authority, this is not only the house but the house with the city.

Sometimes in a local church we sense the presence of God but not much of God’s authority. We sense that God
is among them, but that on the other hand there is a shortage of divine order. That means that in that local church
there is the reality of the house but not much of the city. In other churches we sense not only the presence of God
but also something of divine government and heavenly authority. That is the city. If a local church is in this kind
of situation, that church is considerably stronger and safer. It is more elevated, more established, and more
enlarged. It is not only the house but the house with the city.

By looking into all these aspects of Christ, the house, and the city as presented in the Psalms, we see how
wonderful Christ is, how marvelous the house is, and how glorious and terrifying the city is!

Either for Christ to gain the earth, or for the earth to turn and worship Christ, both are through the city. Christ
gains the earth and rules over the earth through the city, because He will be in the city. Then the earth will turn to
Christ, remember Christ, worship Christ, and praise Christ—all through the city. The city is for the earth. (Christ
and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 231-232)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, chs. 8-9; The Recovery of God'’s
House and God'’s City, ch. 8
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« WEEK1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. All the ends of the earth will remember and return to Jehovah, and all families of the nations
22:27-29 will worship before You; for the kingdom is Jehovah’s, and He rules among the nations. All
the flourishing of the earth will eat and worship...

Now let us consider briefly the aspects of the earth as seen in the Psalms. The word earth appears about
one hundred ninety times altogether in the Psalms.

The main psalms concerning the earth are Psalms 47, 68, 72, 89, 145, 146, 148, and 149.

God’s purpose in the entire universe is to express Himself in a corporate way, not just to express Himself
through you or me or some other individual. This is what the enemy opposes and seeks to frustrate more than
anything else. The problem on the earth today is headed up in the enemy’s frustration to God’s fulfillment of
His purpose. The earth became and still is a real frustration to God. With God’s will there is no problem in
heaven, but there is a real problem on this earth (Matt. 6:10). With many Christians there is a religious
concept concerning heaven, which causes them to continually consider heaven and their going to that place.
But God’s concern is for the earth; the earth is His desire. We would like to go to heaven, but He would like
to come to earth. Eventually, the New Jerusalem will come down out of heaven (Rev. 21:2). (Christ and the
Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 232-233)

Today’s Reading

God’s problem is now on this earth, which is under Satan’s usurping hand. God’s enemy is still usurping the
earth to frustrate God’s purpose; hence, the struggle between God and Satan is over this earth. The key to this
struggle is humanity. If God could gain humanity, He would win. If Satan could keep humanity in his hand, he
would win. Humanity today is also a problem to God; so out of humanity God is building up a church. The
church, a building of Christ in humanity, is the key for God to win the victory. If God today could obtain a
church, it is certain that He would have the victory. The Lord has ascended, two thousand years have passed, and
still He has not come back. The reason He has not returned is that the church is not ready. Today God has not yet
obtained the key, the church that is built up with Christ in humanity.

The Psalms show us that God’s intention is to recover His title, His legal rights, over the whole earth through
Christ in the church, through Christ in the house, through Christ in the city. Hence, there is the need of the holy
mountain of Zion. We not only need Christ, but Christ in Zion, Christ in the holy mountain. Thus, we have seen
that the beachhead, the steppingstone, for God to take over the earth is the church. The building up of the church
is not a small matter; it is the key to God’s purpose. This is His work; it is not ours, and we have no ambition in
this affair. But we are burdened today that God must have His key. Without the house, without the city, there is
no beachhead for God to launch back and recover the earth.

In past years and even at the present time we have seen that wherever and whenever there is a real expression
of God, there we find God’s presence, and there we sense God’s anointing. God honors such an expression so
greatly because it is the key for the fulfillment of His purpose on earth. He needs a church, a proper church. He
needs a house and even a city that He may consider as a steppingstone for Him to return. His full and longing
desire is to step onto the earth, but there is as yet no steppingstone; there is no place where He may put His feet.
He yearns to recover the entire earth from the usurping hand of the serpent, but without a beachhead established
here, it is difficult for Him to accomplish it. He is waiting for a built-up church here and there in so many cities
on this earth. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 233-234)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, chs. 17-18
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« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth, You who have set Your glory
8:1-2 over the heavens! Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings You have established strength
because of Your adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger.

9 O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth!

All five books of the Psalms show us that the earth is the ultimate intention of God’s desire. He must
conquer the earth, recover the earth, and bring it back under His rightful rule. That is why the Lord taught us
to pray in Matthew 6:9-10, “Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.” But His will is not yet done
on the earth. That is why He taught us to pray, “Your name be sanctified.” But His name is not yet
sanctified on earth. That is why He taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come.” But His kingdom has not yet
come. Psalm 8 tells us, “O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth!” But His name
is still not excellent in all the earth. God is waiting for the building up of the local churches. When He has
this, His name will be sanctified, His kingdom will come, His will will be done on earth as in heaven, and
His name will be excellent in all the earth. The building up of the local churches is a tremendous matter.
(Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 234)

Today’s Reading

In the four or five centuries since the Reformation, the Lord has recovered many things. He has fully recovered
the preaching of the gospel. From the beginning of the last century to about 1930, the gospel was brought to
nearly every corner of the earth. Wherever you go today, in any leading city, there the gospel is preached, and
there are a number of believers. The Lord has spent much time to spread His gospel throughout the earth and to
raise up so many believers. Now, in such a situation, what more must the Lord recover? Undoubtedly, He must
recover the practical building up of His local churches in many places with so many believers as the materials. It
is entirely reasonable to arrive at such a conclusion. In this day, before His soon coming, He must have such a
building on this earth, at least in all the leading cities. But where is the building? Is it in so many small free
groups, denominations, and organizations? Certainly not. It is in the local churches that He is recovering the
practical building for His coming back.

We are living today in a very crucial time. We are standing at an extremely strategic point in history. The issue
of God’s work on the earth today is tremendous. May the Lord be merciful to us and grant us His grace so that
we may go on with Him. May He open our eyes to see and appreciate His recovery. We appreciate other works
which are being done for the Lord, but the unique, strategic work of the Lord today is the practical building up of
the local churches in the leading cities of this earth. After a few years you will see what will come forth all over
this earth. The Lord will honor this move. He must have the building up of the house and the city so that He may
recover the entire earth. This is our burden. For this reason we have spent so much time studying the Psalms.
There is not one book, even in the New Testament, which reveals these things so clearly as the Psalms. The local
churches are the steppingstone, the beachhead, for Him to take the earth and fulfill His purpose. He will certainly
do it. How glorious this will be! What a wonderful experience we will have at that time!

The more we pray-read the Psalms, the more we see how good it is that God has turned us from the law to
Christ, that He has brought us from Christ to the house, that we may be enlarged from the house to the city, and
that from the city He is recovering the whole earth. Then God’s purpose will be fulfilled. Then we will all say, “O
Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In all the earth. Hallelujah!” (Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 234-235)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, chs. 22-24
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« WEEK 1—HYMN

Hymns, #1224 E Xi@ 6/8
1
We from the law to Christ have turned; PR o
To trust in Him by grace we’ve learned. 71 & i Eg |"|:T_| 2 s M\ ZJ\% 2 @.‘— !
And since His glory we’ve discerned BETHOEER ’ W2 E—
We only care for Christ! ﬁﬂ‘] %Em{m;—éﬁg , L%?A%ig_ ,
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We only care for Christ! HNABEE | B - B RAXE/M -
y HINRERE
We only care for Christ! NRE ' WihsEed— !
And since His glory we’ve discerned HINRERE .
We only care for Christ! e AP e S
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WEEK 2 — OUTLINE

The Revelation concerning Christ in God’s Economy

Scripture Reading: Psa. 2

DAY 1 »

1. In our study of the Psalms, we need to realize that the spirit of the Bible is to exalt Christ (Col.
1:15-19):

11

II1.

A

B.

C.

The spirit of the Bible exalts the Christ ordained by God to have the first place in the old creation, in the
new creation, in the Body of Christ, and in everything (Matt. 17:5; Col. 1:18).

Since Christ has the first place in all things, we must give Him the first place in our being and in all that
we do (v. 18; Rev. 2:4).

Psalm 2 is according to the divine concept of exalting Christ; in Psalm 2 Christ is exalted as the center
of the economy of God.

Psalm 2 is God’s speaking, God’s declaration, God’s proclamation, concerning Christ as the center of
His economy (vv. 6, 8):

A.
B.

The word economy is not in Psalm 2, but the revelation and reality of God’s economy are there.
The King and the kingdom in Psalm 2 show us the economy of God (vv. 6, 8-9):
1. For God to have a King is for the fulfilling of His economy (v. 6).
2. Christ’s kingdom will be a great kingdom of all the nations, covering the entire earth; His kingdom
will be everywhere to include everyone (vv. 8-9; 22:28; Dan. 7:14).
« DAY2 »

. Psalm 2 reveals the steps of Christ in God’s economy, beginning from His being anointed in eternity in

His divinity (v. 2) and continuing with His resurrection (implying His death also—v. 7; cf. Acts 13:33),
His ascension (Psa. 2:6), His setting up His universal kingdom (Rev. 11:15) with the nations as His
inheritance and the ends of the earth as His possession (Psa. 2:8), and His ruling the nations with an
iron rod (v. 9).

We need to see the divine revelation of Christ in God’s economy in Psalm 2:

A

B.

Verses 1 through 3 predict the opposition of the world rulers to Christ; the fulfillment of these verses
began with Herod and Pontius Pilate and will conclude with Antichrist (Acts 4:25-28; Rev. 19:19).
In Psalm 2:2 God came in to declare that Christ was His Anointed:

1. In His divinity Christ was anointed by God in eternity to be the Messiah—Christ—the anointed One
(Dan. 9:26; John 1:41).

2. Christ came in His incarnation as the anointed One to accomplish God’s eternal plan (Luke 2:11;
Matt. 1:16; 16:16).

3. In His humanity Christ was anointed again in time at His baptism for His ministry, mainly on the
earth (3:16-17; Luke 4:18-19; Heb. 1:9; Acts 10:38).

4. In His resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit for the purpose of being God’s Anointed,
and in His ascension He was made both Lord and Christ, becoming God’s Anointed in an official
way to carry out God’s commission, mainly in His heavenly ministry (1 Cor. 15:45b; Acts 2:36).

« DAY3 »

. Psalm 2:4-6 is God’s declaration concerning Christ:

1. In His ascension Christ was installed as God’s King for God’s kingdom (v. 6; Acts 5:31; Rev.
1:5a).
2. God proclaimed that He had installed Christ upon Mount Zion, not upon Mount Sinai (Heb.
12:18-22; Gal. 4:25-26):
a. Mount Sinai was the place where the law was given; Mount Zion in the heavens is the place
where Christ is today in His ascension (Rev. 14:1; Psa. 68:15-16; Eph. 4:8).
b. The New Testament believers have come not to Mount Sinai but to Mount Zion, where we have
the church, the Body of Christ, and God’s economy for God’s testimony (Heb. 12:18-24).
¢. Mount Sinai produces children of slavery under the law, but our mother, the Jerusalem above,
which is in the heavens at Mount Zion, produces children of promise who inherit the promised
blessing—the all-inclusive Spirit (Gal. 4:24-26, 28; 3:14).
« DAY4 »
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D. Psalm 2:7-9 is the declaration of Christ Himself:

1. Verse 7 is quoted by the apostle Paul in Acts 13:33, indicating that Psalm 2:7 refers to Christ’s
resurrection.

2. After being cut off, crucified (Dan. 9:26), Christ, God’s anointed One, was resurrected to be
begotten in His humanity as the firstborn Son of God (Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:29; Heb.
1:5-6):

a. Today in Psalm 2:7 is the day of Christ’s resurrection.

b. By resurrection Christ brought His humanity into the divine sonship and was designated the Son
of God with His humanity; His resurrection was His birth as God’s firstborn Son (Rom. 1:3-4;
8:29; Acts 13:33):

1) Before His incarnation Christ already was the Son of God, the only begotten Son (John
1:18; Rom. 8:3).

2) By incarnation Christ put on an element, the human flesh, which had nothing to do with
divinity; that part of Him needed to be sanctified and uplifted by passing through death and
resurrection (John 1:14; Rom. 1:3-4).

3) By resurrection His human nature was sanctified, uplifted, and transformed; hence, by
resurrection He was designated the Son of God with His humanity, and now, as the Son of
God, He possesses humanity as well as divinity (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5).

4) God is using such a Christ, the firstborn Son, as the producer and as the prototype, the
model, to produce His many sons (Rom. 8:29).

c. Through the same resurrection all His believers were born with Him to be His many brothers,
the many sons of God (John 20:17; 1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10).
« DAY S5 »

3. Christ has been given the nations as His inheritance and the limits of the earth as His possession
(Psa. 2:8; 72:8, 11; Rev. 11:15).

4. Christ will rule the nations in His kingdom with an iron rod (Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:26-27; 19:15).

E. Psalm 2:10-12 is the preaching of the gospel:

1. These verses are a warning concerning the coming wrath of God and Christ upon the world:

a. One day Christ will come to execute His judgment in His wrath (v. 12; Rev. 6:15-17; Joel 1:15;
2:11, 31; 3:14; 1 Cor. 4:3-5).

b. Inthe New Testament the period in which Christ will come to execute His judgment in His
wrath upon the world is called “the day of the Lord” (Acts 2:20; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thes. 5:2; 2
Thes. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:10), which is also the day of God (v. 12; Joel 1:15).

« DAY6 »

2. We all need to realize that we are nothing and vanity (Psa. 39:4-5); our realizing that we are
nothing, that our condition is sinful, and that our situation is one of vanity opens the way for Christ
to crucify us and enter into us to replace us by living Himself through us and causing us to live
together with Him in an organic union (Gal. 2:20).

3. To take refuge in the Son is to believe into the Son, Christ, taking Him as our refuge, protection,
and hiding place, and to kiss the Son is to love the Son and thereby to enjoy Him (Psa. 2:12; John
3:16, 36):

a. To believe in the Lord is to receive Him, and to love the Lord is to enjoy Him (1 Tim. 1:14).

b. The Gospel of John presents faith and love as the two requirements for us to participate in the
Lord (3:16; 14:23).

c. Through faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the Lord whom we have received
(1:12; 14:21,23; 21:15-17; Eph. 6:23).
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« WEEK2—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation.
1:15
18-19 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead,
that He Himself might have the first place in all things; for in Him all the fullness was pleased to
dwell.

The spirit of the Bible is just to exalt Christ. When we come to study the Psalms, we must realize this. We
must realize that we cannot exalt anything higher than Christ. If we exalt anyone or anything other than
Christ, we break the spirit of the Bible. If we are going to interpret any types or explain any parables, we
must take care of this spirit. The spirit of the Bible is to exalt Christ.

The spirit of the Bible exalts the Christ ordained by God to have the preeminence (the first place) in the
old creation, in the new creation, in the Body of Christ, and in everything (Col. 1:15-19). Also the spirit of
the Bible does not give any orthodox position to the law (Gal. 4:21-25) given by God alongside His economy
(Rom. 5:20a).

Many teachings...today are off the mark because they do not take care of the lines, the principles, and the
spirit of the Bible....A prophet is one who has received the word from God. Then he speaks the word in the
line of the tree of life, in the proper principles, and in the spirit of exalting Christ. In whatever we speak, we
must have a spirit to exalt Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 112)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 1:15-19 shows that the spirit of the Bible exalts Christ. These five verses are unique in the Bible in
exalting Christ. Christ must have the first place; He must have the preeminence.

Since He has the first place in all things, we must give Him the first place in our being and in all that we do. He
must be first in our marriage, in our spending of money, and in our demeanor. In the way that we dress, we must
give Christ the preeminence.

Whenever we study a book of the Bible, we must keep the lines, the principles, and the spirit of the Bible. Then
the light comes. If we read the Bible without seeing the lines, the principles, and the spirit of the Bible, we will not
know what it is talking about.

The Bible does not exalt the law or the prophets. The spirit of the Bible exalts only one person—Christ.

We must understand why Psalms 1 and 2 were sovereignly arranged in this way. Psalm 1 is concerning the
keeping of the law. Immediately after Psalm 1, Christ is in Psalm 2 as the exalted One. The spirit of the Bible,
from Genesis 1 through Revelation 22, reveals only Christ as the prominent One, as the first One, as God’s
centrality and universality. Eventually, the Bible concludes with a new city. The new city, the New Jerusalem,
will be a complement of Christ and a complement to Christ. The spirit of the Bible does not exalt anything or
anyone other than Christ.

Paul, in his fourteen Epistles, fought a battle to put down everything other than Christ. In his Epistle to the
Galatians, Paul put down the law, circumcision, tradition, and religion. To him all things other than Christ were
refuse (Phil. 3:8). He exalted only Christ.

Psalm 1 is according to the human concept of uplifting and treasuring the law, whereas Psalm 2 is according to
the divine concept of exalting Christ as God’s central stress.

Psalm 2 is a declaration of God according to His divine concept....[It] exalts Christ as the center of the
economy of God. Although the word economy is not in Psalm 2, the revelation and reality of God’s economy are
there. In this psalm God declared that He had installed His King (v. 6). For God to have a King is for the
fulfilling of His economy. Then God said, “I will give the nations as Your inheritance / And the limits of the earth
as Your possession” (v. 8). This is for a kingdom. Of course, the King needs a kingdom, and this kingdom is not
small. It is a great kingdom....This will be the biggest kingdom in human history. Christ will possess all the
continents. His kingdom will be everywhere to include everyone. The King and the kingdom in Psalm 2 show us
the economy of God. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 111-112, 29, 27, 32-33)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 8; Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 5, 8-10

Enlightenment and inspiration

- 15 FIEmMARFrLaiag B-vRg2LFapd g
18~19 # % Bz & Ebtehd ;8 EAd FUMY g7 el
FPRAERFA -l E, ARALARTR o

XEMNRMESEEE - RERNTLSRNAUATERN - RIIDAITE - HNF
RESHIOESNITEE  EnxEBLUMETUNASY)  MEREEXREMR - Hi)
EERREIAMKRAGAEDLE - DAMBXR - RENRTDESHEE -
EEZNRESEWHENEE - EMHEIHEE - ENEER - EEENBAFREHENS
EEEM (A—15~19 ) REMNRMRAFRERRIMALLBE MBS LEFRMIEAE
A ($H 20 L - 00 21~25)-

SKR...HBHINHBRET Bin - ANRAMBZLMEL - FUMR ... BSEWR
ENGAZFEVA ; REMMEEGML L - EEBHERN L - AESEEENR
BiRiE - BNEEHT 4 - BUFAESHEEBENR (KREMRE - —=A )

RZE—E+AETNATRBELENREFEE - £X2E  XOATESHEEERSE
ERM%R - BEMAREEM - thdFiESE— -

fHEAENSZ LEEA - ML AERNOAA - FREN—IIEL - itthEEM -
fhERMNAVIEIR - BRI E - WARE— - ERIINFEL - HNVFLEER
B -

BERMNMEREN—H - HNLARFTILMEL - RUMNR - ABXMET -
HIMNZXZ - BERABUNIZENEL - RUNR - MAPER—EHHIRS -
RXZRESEREYPSE - REPRRATE-—ITA—EE -
BMNOAASHATLAREEZMHIIGRE— - K - F—RERTEFRZE - &
BEEF—RZRE BEEF_RERHSEN—M -MEeIHiC—SEZERR_+5 -
EENRETNEREERMESME - BF— - SHNPOLONER - 2L - XELE
ST —EERM - XEFH—EREE LS - HEREBNHA - IENEBENHE - 22
NREASEEBELSMNIEAASEY -

FREEMN TR BEESLE - EREEBELSMNMI—T] - ENMHUAHEE - REZER
& Bl - AR - BEELUIMIASEXRMEIEEL (B=8 ) thARHEE -
HREF-RERESEAERBZINBANT  ME_RERRESHEENMPLZ
ERHHENE -

F_REHARSMAZMTHNES - ... (ZRR) SREBAHEZLHNP0 - B4
EX_RERBEL—H  (BFHEKLNETRNL - EXRHE - wESMHEE
THME(6) HEELEENETHHENERL - REHE - "HRESIEBERAR -
ARG IRAFE ¢ (8 ) RRNEEE - TEAFEEE - REERZ/NMM - H2
SEMAEE - ... BRRAEAELSEANERE - BEEEGESAM - tHEER
BRESMANEIA - FIRNISERELSENBERMNEL (BREMRE - —
ENE-M@O-=N-=ZR-[MZTEM=5)-

2 BREMRE - B)\R, RBEVEHKEL - £H - \E+R -



« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers sit in counsel together, against Jehovah
2:2, 4 and against His Anointed:...He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord has them in derision.

Eventually, Christ will rule the nations in His kingdom with an iron rod (Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:26-27). There is
a marvelous sequence in Psalm 2 revealing the steps of Christ in God’s economy beginning from His being
anointed in eternity in His divinity. We may wonder where Christ’s death is spoken of in Psalm 2, but we
need to realize that Christ’s resurrection implies His death....Thus, in Psalm 2 we see His being anointed in
His divinity and humanity, His death, His resurrection, and His ascension with His enthronement. God
installed Him as King, enthroning Him to give Him all the nations with the limits of the earth. This is to set
up a universal kingdom for Christ. Then Christ will rule the nations with an iron rod. (Life-study of the
Psalms, p. 36)

Today’s Reading

We need to see the revelation concerning Christ in God’s economy versus the law in man’s appreciation in the
Psalms....Now we need to see the divine revelation of Christ in God’s economy in Psalm 2 (vv. 2, 6-9, 12).

Psalm 2 says that Christ is opposed by the rulers of the world. Verses 1-3 say, “Why are the nations in an
uproar, / And why do the peoples contemplate a vain thing? / The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the
rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against His Anointed: / Let us break apart their bonds / And
cast their ropes away from us.” Soon after Christ’s ascension, on the earth at Peter’s time, Herod and Pilate took
their stand against Christ. Acts 4:25-29a records the prayer of the early church, in which they quote from Psalm
2. Acts 4:27 says, “For truly in this city there were gathered together against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom
You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel.” They all were opposing
Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 32, 36-37)

In Revelation 13 we saw two beasts—Antichrist and the false prophet, both of whom collaborate with the
dragon, Satan, to oppose God and to hinder the completion of God’s economy.

Christ’s enemies will become all the more evil, even declaring war against Him. Therefore, Christ, the
Bridegroom, will come with His bride to fight against them.

God has prepared the lake of fire as a “trash can” to dispose of all the trash in the universe. Antichrist, the false
prophet, and their armies will be swept into the “dust pan” and then dumped into the lake of fire. After the
millennium, Satan himself will join them there. After the judgment at the great white throne, all the dead
unbelievers will also be cast into the lake of fire. From that time onward, there will be no more dust. In the New
Jerusalem, there will be no dust; there will be only gold, pearl, and precious stones. The Lord’s fighting in the war
at Armageddon will actually be a sweeping of dirt into the universal “trash can.” The Lord may say to Antichrist,
“...Have you declared war on Me? This gives Me the perfect opportunity to sweep you away. My bride will
cooperate with me in doing this.” (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 527, 634-635)

Both Messiah (from Hebrew) and Christ (from Greek) mean the anointed One [Psa. 2:2]. In His divinity
Christ was anointed by God in eternity to be the Messiah—Christ—the anointed One (Dan. 9:26; John 1:41). He
came in His incarnation as the anointed One to accomplish God’s eternal plan (Luke 2:11; Matt. 1:16; 16:16). In
His humanity He was anointed again in time at His baptism for His ministry, mainly on the earth (Matt. 3:16-17;
Luke 4:18-19; Acts 10:38; Heb. 1:9). In His resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) for
the purpose of being God’s Anointed, and in His ascension He was made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36),
becoming God’s Anointed in an official way to carry out God’s commission, mainly in His heavenly ministry. See
footnote 1 on John 1:41 and footnote 1 on Acts 2:36. (Psa. 2:2, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, chs. 1-2; Life-study of Revelation,
msg. 55
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. But I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.
2:6
Heb. But you have come forward to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
12:22 Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, to the universal gathering.

The twelve verses of Psalm 2 can be divided into four sections, with three verses in each section. The first
three verses predict the opposition of the world rulers to Christ. This prophecy began to be fulfilled at the
time Christ was judged by Pilate. Its fulfillment will be continued until the time indicated in Revelation
19:19. At the time Jesus was betrayed, the rulers, the kings, the judges of this earth, began to oppose Him.
So this psalm says, “Why are the nations in an uproar, / And why do the peoples contemplate a vain thing? /
The kings of the earth take their stand, / And the rulers sit in counsel together, / Against Jehovah and against
His Anointed” (vv. 1-3). This includes...the opposition of world leaders to Christ from the time of His
crucifixion till the time the Antichrist will be defeated by Christ. (Christ and the Church Revealed and
Typified in the Psalms, p. 16)

Today’s Reading

The second section of Psalm 2 is God’s declaration (vv. 4-6). Verse 4 says, “He who sits in the heavens
laughs.”...While the...world rulers were plotting against Christ, God undoubtedly was in the heavens laughing at
them and having them in derision.... Where are the Roman Caesars [today]? Where will today’s Christ-opposing
rulers be a few years from now? God is laughing and saying, “What are you doing? Your opposition can only last
a few fleeting years.” The judges and kings arise and fight against Christ, but eventually God will destroy them.
“Then He will speak to them in His anger, / And in His burning wrath He will terrify them” (v. 5). God said, “T
have installed My King / Upon Zion, My holy mountain” (v. 6). This is the declaration of God. (Christ and the
Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 16-17)

The first psalm is concerning keeping the law, and the second psalm tells us to kiss Christ. Which is higher? I
am not asking which one is right or wrong, but which one is higher. Surely, kissing the Son is higher than keeping
the law.

We secretly, unconsciously, and subconsciously hold our natural concept in coming to the Bible. This is why
we do not receive the revelation from the Bible into us. Instead, we insert our concept into the Bible. We should
not exalt the keeping of the law, because the book of Psalms itself does not go along with this. If we are exalting
the keeping of the law in Psalm 1, we are then confronted with Psalm 2. Psalm 2 is God’s speaking, God’s
declaration, concerning Christ as the center of His economy. He declares, “I have installed My King / Upon Zion,
My holy mountain” (v. 6). This is not ordinary speaking, but a declaration and a proclamation.

God proclaimed to all His people that He had installed His King upon Mount Zion, not Mount Sinai. These two
mountains—Mount Zion and Mount Sinai—are very significant. Hebrews 12 says that we have not come to
Mount Sinai but to Mount Zion (vv. 18-22). Mount Sinai was the place where the law was given, and Mount
Zion is the place where Christ is today in the heavens in His ascension.

Paul speaks of these mountains in Galatians 4. Mount Sinai produces children of slavery, but our mother, the
Jerusalem above, is in the heavens, at Mount Zion (vv. 25-26). Revelation 14:1 tells us that there are a hundred
and forty-four thousand standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion. These hundred and forty-four thousand are not
praising God for the law given at Mount Sinai. Mount Zion is not a place to show us the law, the commandments.
It is a place to show us Christ—only Christ. Mount Sinai is in the Bible, but the spirit of the Bible does not exalt
it. Instead, the Bible puts Mount Sinai down to a lower place. The spirit of the Bible exalts only Christ.
(Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 30-31)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 24; Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 53
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« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. I will recount the decree of Jehovah; He said to Me: You are My Son; today I have begotten

2:7-9 You. Ask of Me, and I will give the nations as Your inheritance and the limits of the earth as

Your possession. You will break them with an iron rod; You will shatter them like a potter’s
vessel.

The third section [of Psalm 2], verses 7 through 9, is the declaration of Christ Himself. Christ declared
something. He said, “I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have
begotten You.” Both Acts 13 and Hebrews 1 tell us that this word refers to the resurrection of Christ. Christ
was begotten as the Son of God by being resurrected. Then He ascended to the heavens, where He asked of
the Father, and the Father gave Him all the nations as His inheritance. God granted to Him the uttermost
parts of the earth for His possession, and God said, “You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter
them like a potter’s vessel.” (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 17)

Today’s Reading

After passing through thirty-three and a half years of human living, Christ was cut off (Dan. 9:26). That means
He was crucified.

After being cut off, crucified, Christ was resurrected to be begotten as the firstborn Son of God (Psa. 2:7; Acts
13:33; Heb. 1:5-6). Psalm 2 shows us Christ’s resurrection. The word resurrection is not there, but the fact is
there. Verse 7 says, “I will recount the decree of Jehovah; / He said to Me: You are My Son; / Today I have
begotten You.” “Today” is the day of Christ’s resurrection. In Acts 13:33 Paul quoted Psalm 2:7, telling us that
this refers to Christ’s resurrection. In His resurrection, Christ was begotten. Since He was already the Son of
God, why did He need to be begotten as the Son of God in resurrection? Christ was the only begotten Son of God
in His divinity (John 3:16), but when He became incarnated, He put humanity upon Him. This humanity had
nothing to do with the sonship of God, but through His death and resurrection, His humanity was “sonized” to
also be the Son of God. By resurrection Christ brought His humanity into the divine sonship and was designated
the Son of God with His humanity (Rom. 1:4). Now the Son of God has the divine nature with the human nature.
When Christ was merely the only begotten Son of God, He was God’s Son only in the divine nature. Now as the
firstborn Son of God, He possesses both the divine nature and the human nature.

Christ is the firstborn Son of God, and we are the many sons of God. We believers in Christ are regenerated
sons of God, having God’s life and God’s nature, but we also have our human nature. Our human nature is still in
the process of being begotten. We have been regenerated in our spirit, but we still have not been transfigured in
our body. When our body is transfigured, redeemed, glorified, our body will also be “sonized.” Our sonship will
be completed by that time (Rom. 8:23). The sonship began with the regeneration of our spirit, is continuing with
the transformation of our soul, and will be consummated with the redemption of our body. The process of our
sonship passes through our regeneration and transformation to our glorification.

In Psalm 2 we can see God’s economy with God’s kingdom and the resurrection of Christ, in which He was
begotten to be God’s firstborn Son. The day of resurrection was a great day. Not only was Christ born on that
day, but we also were born on that day. First Peter 1:3 says that through Christ’s resurrection, God regenerated
us. When Christ was born as the firstborn Son of God, we were all born with Him to be His many brothers, the
many sons of God (Rom. 8:29). Christ’s resurrection was a big delivery, a big birth, of Himself as the firstborn
Son of God with His many brothers, the many sons of God. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 34-35)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msg. 37; Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 3
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« WEEK 2 —DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Now therefore, O kings, be prudent; take the admonition, O judges of the earth. Serve
2:10-12 Jehovah with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son lest He be angry and you perish
from the way; for His anger may suddenly be kindled. Blessed are all those who take refuge in
Him.

According to Psalm 2:8, Christ has been given the nations as His inheritance and the limits of the earth as
His possession for His kingdom. When the Lord came back to the disciples in His resurrection, He told them,
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18). The Lord’s word here covers
what is mentioned in Psalm 2:8. God has given all the nations on this earth to Christ as His inheritance.
Furthermore, God has given the limits of the earth to Christ as His possession. Today if you own even a
small portion of land in Taiwan, you are a rich man. But the entire earth will be possessed by Christ. This is
His land. How rich He is! We cannot see such wonderful things about Christ in Psalm 1. Psalm 1 says,
according to the human concept, that the man who meditates in the law will prosper in everything, but Psalm
2 reveals, according to the divine concept, that God has given the limits of the earth to Christ. (Life-study of
the Psalms, pp. 35-36)

Today’s Reading

The last section [of Psalm 2], verses 10 to 12, is the gospel preaching. “Now therefore, O kings, be prudent; /
Take the admonition, O judges of the earth. / Serve Jehovah with fear, / And rejoice with trembling.” This simply
means to repent and believe. “Kiss the Son / Lest He be angry and you perish from the way; /... Blessed are all
those who take refuge in Him.” The last three verses of Psalm 2 are the gospel. (Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms, p. 17)

Psalm 2 also gives a warning to the world (vv. 10-12)....First, God and His Christ will be in wrath to the world
(v. 12b; Rev. 6:15-17). Men should not think that there is no God in this universe or that Christ is just a name in
religion. The Bible tells us clearly that Christ is waiting for the opportunity to come to execute His judgment in
His anger, in His wrath.

The book of Joel speaks of this judgment. The subject of Joel is the day of the Lord (1:15; 2:11, 31; 3:14), but
few Christians understand what the day of the Lord is. Paul gave us the definition in 1 Corinthians 4:3-5. In verse
3 he said, “It is a very small thing that I should be examined by you or by man’s day.” Before the Lord comes, it
is man’s day, in which man judges. Today is man’s day. In man’s day, everything is judged by man. But after
man’s day, there will be a day which will be called the day of the Lord. This day will last about one thousand
three and a half years. The day on which the great tribulation begins will be the beginning of the day of the Lord.
From that day, the Lord’s wrath will be expressed. The day of the Lord is the day of His judgment.

It may seem today that the Lord does not care for the world situation....But when the great tribulation begins,
that will be the beginning of the day of the Lord. Christ will come to interfere with the world situation.

Joel reveals that after the three and a half years of the great tribulation, the Lord will judge the living Gentiles
(3:12). Matthew 25 tells us that He will separate them, the sheep from the goats, in His judgment (vv. 32-46).
Afterward, He will set up the thousand-year kingdom. In the thousand-year kingdom, He will judge, rule, and

control the entire earth. At the end of that thousand years, there will be a rebellion, which He will also judge (Rev.

20:8-9). Then He will have the final judgment on the great white throne to judge the dead unbelievers (vv. 11-15).
That will be the end of the day of the Lord.

Since God and His Christ will be in wrath to the world, man must repent (Psa. 2:11; Acts 17:30). This is the
New Testament gospel. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 37-38)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msgs. 1-3; Life-study of Matthew, msg. 67
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. O Jehovah, cause me to know my end, and the measure of my days, what it is. May I know how
39:4-5 transient I am. Behold, You have made my days as mere handbreadths, and my lifetime is as
nothing before You; surely every man at his best is altogether vanity. Selah
Eph. Peace to the brothers and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
6:23

The day of the Lord will last one thousand three and a half years. After this day, the heavens and the earth
will be burned to become the new heavens and new earth. Then the New Jerusalem will come in, and
righteousness will fill the new heavens and new earth (2 Pet. 3:13). Everything will be right. There will be no
more need for any kind of judgment. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 38)

Today’s Reading

David realized the nothingness and vanity of his life and asked God to remove His chastening (for his
transgressions) from him and look away from him as a stranger and sojourner (Psa. 39:4-13). We always think
that we are something and somebody, but David was brought by the Lord into a situation to realize that actually
he was nothing and vanity. David said that every man at his best is altogether vanity (v. 5)....We need to realize
that our condition is sinful, and our situation is one of vanity.

The Bible tells us that the word of the Lord is the truth, the reality (John 17:17), and also the light (Psa.
119:105). Through the truth and light released in these messages, I hope that we can see what God wants us to be.
God wants us to be nothing. God wants us to be replaced by Christ. Therefore, what God wants was expressed by
Paul when he said, “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me”
(Gal. 2:20a). Christ has crucified me, and Christ has come into me to replace me. Now I have an organic union
with Him. He lives and works, and I live and work with Him. Christ replaces me to live Himself through me. This
is the divine concept of God according to the divine revelation of the New Testament.

Psalm 2:12b says, “Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him.” To take refuge in the Son equals to believe
into the Son, Christ (John 3:16)....We can see this with the type of Noah’s ark. When all the people trusted, or
believed in, that ark, they all entered into that ark, to take the ark as their refuge, protection, and hiding place.
Today our Christ is our refuge, our protection. We are hiding ourselves in Him.

Psalm 2:12a says that we need to kiss the Son. The New Testament tells us that we need faith and love:...“The
grace of our Lord superabounded with faith and love in Christ Jesus” [1 Tim. 1:14]. The Lord’s grace visited
Paul and superabounded in him with faith and love in Christ. One day he received mercy and grace from the Lord,
not only to believe in Him but also to love Him. We have been given faith to believe into Christ, taking Him as
our refuge. Also, we have been given God’s love to love the Lord Jesus.

In the Gospel of John, we are taught that we need to believe into Christ, the Son (1:12), and to love Him
(14:23). In the last chapter of John, chapter twenty-one, the very Christ who is our refuge came back to Peter to
restore Peter’s love toward Him. The Lord asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” (vv. 15-17).

A young believer may be strong to boldly tell the Lord that he loves Him and will never deny Him. But when he
is defeated, his natural confidence in his love toward the Lord will be dealt with. Then he will learn to follow the
Lord and to love the Lord without any confidence in his natural strength.

To believe in the Lord is to receive Him; to love the Lord is to enjoy Him. The Gospel of John presents these as
the two requirements for us to participate in the Lord. The Lord is within us to be our faith and to be our love. To
love Him, according to Psalm 2:12a, is to kiss Him. We should not uplift and treasure the law. Instead, we should
kiss Christ, love Christ, day by day. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 218-219, 38-39)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 3, 17; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 345
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« WEEK 2 — HYMN

Hymns, #1094

Lo, the nations all assemble
And imagine vanity,

Kings and princes plot together
’Gainst the Lord in unity.

“Let us break their bonds asunder,
Cast away their cords from us.”

’Gainst the Lord and His Anointed
Worldly rulers counsel thus.

He who sitteth in the heavens
In contempt will laugh at them,
Vex them in His fierce displeasure,
Terrifying all such men.
Yet upon the hill of Zion
God has His anointed King—
This is God’s own declaration,
All the kings admonishing.

Now ’tis Christ, tis God’s Anointed,
Who declares the Lord’s decree:
“Thou’rt my Son (in resurrection),
This day I've begotten Thee.
All the nations I will give Thee
For Thine own inheritance.
Thou shalt dash them into pieces
In Thy kingly excellence.”

Now be wise, O be instructed,
All ye rulers of the earth,

Fear the Lord, rejoice with trembling,
Serve the only One of worth.

Kiss the Son, lest He be angry
And ye perish in the way.

“All who trust in Him are blessed,”
All who trust in Him will say.

Lord, we praise Thee, we have seen Him—
Thy unique Anointed One—
And from vanity repenting,
We in love have kissed Thy Son.
“All who trust in Him are blessed”—
Not “all those who keep the law.”
In that risen One believing,
We are blest forevermore.
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WEEK 3 — OUTLINE

The Excellency of Christ

Scripture Reading: Psa. 8

1L

111,

Iv.

VL

DAY 1 »

. Psalm 8 shows that God’s purpose and plan for man to express Him with His image and to represent

Him with His dominion have never changed (Gen. 1:26):

A. The man prophesied in Psalm 8 is the second man, the Lord Jesus, who has recovered man’s lost
ordination and has fulfilled God’s original purpose (Heb. 2:5-9).

B. This second man is also a corporate man, the new man, the corporate Christ, who expresses God in His
image and represents God to have dominion over all things for the fulfillment of God’s purpose (Eph.
2:15; Col. 3:10-11; Acts 9:4-5; Eph. 1:22-23; Heb. 2:10-11).

Psalm 8 is David’s inspired praise of the excellency of Christ—this psalm speaks of the heavens, the

earth, babes and sucklings, man, three categories of enemies, and the Lord’s incarnation, human

living, death, resurrection, and ascension, the Body of Christ, His coming back, and His kingdom.

The Lord’s name is excellent (majestic) in all the earth, and His splendor (glory) has been set over the

heavens (v. 1):

A. In Psalms 3 through 7 it was a mess on the earth, according to David’s human concept.

B. Here in Psalm 8 the name of the incarnated, crucified, resurrected, ascended, and exalted Jesus (Phil.
2:5-11) is excellent (majestic) in all the earth according to the divine revelation, and the Lord’s glory is
over the heavens in the sight of David.

C. The goal of this psalm is to join the earth to the heavens and bring the heavens down to the earth,
making the earth and the heavens one (John 1:51; Gen. 28:12).

« DAY2 »

Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings the Lord has established strength (praise—Matt. 21:16)

because of His adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger (Psa. 8:2):

A. Babes and sucklings are the youngest, smallest, and weakest among men, indicating the highest
consummation of the Lord’s work in His redemption.

B. The Lord has established praise out of the mouths of babes and sucklings because of His adversaries
(within) and for the stopping of the enemy and the avenger (without).

C. Satan is God’s adversary within God’s kingdom, God’s enemy outside God’s kingdom, and the avenger
who roves to and fro over the earth (cf. Job 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:8).

« DAY 3 »

. David saw the heavens, the works of the Lord’s fingers, the moon and the stars, which the Lord has

ordained (Psa. 8:3):
A. The moon and the stars indicate that David had this view—a view turned from looking at the earth to
contemplating the heavens in the night.
B. In this view David had a pure vision to see the pure work in God’s creation and ordination.
C. The aim in the Lord’s redemption is to turn us from the messy earth to the bright heaven.
‘What is mortal man, that the Lord remembers him, and the son of man, that He visits him? (v. 4):
A. In his view in the heavens, David turned his consideration to man on the earth.
B. Man is the central object of God in His creation for the accomplishment of His economy to fulfill His
heart’s desire.
C. The first “man” in verse 4 is enosh in Hebrew, and the second “man” is adam in Hebrew, both referring
to:
1. The God-created man in God’s creation in Genesis 1:26.
2. The Satan-captured man in man’s fall in Psalm 8:4.
3. Christ as a man in His incarnation for the accomplishment of God’s redemption in Hebrews 2:6
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D. Such a man God remembers in His economy and visits in His incarnation (John 1:14; Phil. 2:7).
« DAY 4 >
VII. The Lord has made man a little lower than angels (Psa. 8:5a; Heb. 2:7a):
A. This refers to Christ’s incarnation with His human living for His all-inclusive death (John 1:14; Heb.
2:9a).
B. In His incarnation Christ was made a little lower than angels, physically not positionally, in the sense of
being in the flesh.

VIII. God has crowned man (Christ) with glory and honor (Psa. 8:5b; Heb. 2:7b):
A. This refers to Christ’s resurrection in His glory (John 7:39b; Luke 24:26) and His ascension in His
honor (Acts 2:33-36; 5:31a).
B. This was through His all-inclusive death (Heb. 2:9).
IX. Psalm 8:2-5 shows us how the babes and sucklings are produced:
A. In order to produce babes and sucklings, God has visited man (v. 4):
1. God visited man by becoming incarnated, by putting on humanity and becoming a man to be a little
lower than the angels (v. 5a).
2. God visited man also by living on earth, dying, rising up from the dead, and ascending to the
heavens to be crowned with glory and honor (v. 5b).
3. God visited man through the long journey of His process to become the life-giving Spirit to reach us
and to enter into us (John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17; cf. 1 Pet. 2:12; Luke 1:68, 78).
4. The incarnated One has become the life-giving Spirit, and it is this One who produces babes and
sucklings.
« DAY 5 »
B. We become babes and sucklings in the initial stage through regeneration:
1. We are remade, re-created, through regeneration (cf. Matt. 18:3; 19:14).
2. Regeneration reduces our natural activity.
3. The proper, genuine salvation stops our human doing and makes us babes and sucklings to praise
the Lord.
C. The process of producing babes and sucklings continues with sanctification, renewing, and
transformation (Heb. 2:11; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18).
D. The Lord has perfected praise, or established strength, out of the mouths of babes and sucklings for the
purpose of stopping His adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger (Psa. 8:2):
1. God overcomes His enemy through babes and sucklings, the youngest, smallest, and weakest among
men,; this is the Lord’s recovery and victory (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26-31).
2. All things will be ruled over by Christ with His Body, and all things will be subjected under His feet
(Psa. 8:6-8).
3. The perfected praise of the babes and sucklings is the ultimate consummation of the Lord’s work of
incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming back to rule on earth:
a. We may praise the Lord, but our praise needs to be perfected; through transformation we are
perfected in praising the Lord.
b. The perfected praise is the praise for the Lord’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection,
ascension, and kingdom.
c. Inorder to praise the Lord, we need to see Jesus, turning our view from the messy earth to the
bright heaven (Heb. 2:9; 12:1-2).
d. The perfected praise is the strength out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, the praise that
defeats the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger (2 Chron. 20:22; cf. vv. 12,20-21).
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4. “Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of lips
confessing His name” (Heb. 13:15).
« DAY 6 »

God has caused man (Christ) to rule over the works of God’s hands and has put all things under His

feet: all sheep and oxen, the beasts of the field, the birds of heaven, the fish of the sea, and whatever

passes through the paths of the seas (Psa. 8:6-8; Heb. 2:7b-8a):

A. This word was fulfilled in Adam (Gen. 1:26-28), but it was broken by man’s fall.

B. In Christ’s ascension God subjected all things under Christ’s feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church, which is His Body (Eph. 1:22-23; Rom. 16:20):

1. In the Body life we participate in the transmission of Christ’s subjecting power to put all things
under the feet of His Body.

2. The God of peace crushes Satan under the feet of those who live the church life as the practical
expression of the Body (v. 20).

C. This word will be fulfilled in full in the millennium, the age of restoration (Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 19:28;
Isa. 11:6-9; 65:25).

O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent (majestic) is Your name in all the earth! (Psa. 8:9):

A. Verse 9 repeats the first part of verse 1 to strengthen the thought concerning the excellency of the
Lord’s name in all the earth.

B. This makes the earth as excellent as the heavens, as indicated in the first part of the Lord’s prayer: “Our
Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified; Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in
heaven, so also on earth” (Matt. 6:9-10).
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« WEEK3—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. ...“What is man, that You bring him to mind? Or the son of man, that You care for him? You

2:6-9 have made Him a little inferior to the angels; You have crowned Him with glory and honor and
have set Him over the works of Your hands; You have subjected all things under His feet.”...But
now we do not yet see all things subjected to Him, but we see Jesus, who was made a little
inferior to the angels because of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor...

Hebrews 2 discloses that the man mentioned in Psalm 8 is Christ. God made Christ a little lower than the
angels—this was the incarnation, and He was a man by the name of Jesus. After the incarnation this man
was crowned with glory and honor in His ascension, including His resurrection. Christ was crowned with
glory and honor because He resurrected and ascended to the heavens. Therefore, the ascension includes the
resurrection. Then it says that all things were put under His feet. This is His dominion over all things. Now
Christ has the dominion, the lordship, the headship, and the kingdom. Just this little word feet indicates His
Body. He has a Body. Ephesians 1:22 and 23 say that God “subjected all things under His feet and gave Him
to be Head over all things to the church, which is His Body.” The two feet are parts of the Body. Hence, we
have the incarnation, the resurrection, the ascension, the enthronement, the lordship, the kingship, the
kingdom, and the Body of Christ. The Body is the many saints who will be brought into glory according to
Hebrews 2. The day will come when He will be the Head in God’s dominion, and we will be the Body under
His lordship and in His kingdom to rule over the whole earth. In that day we will all shout, “O Jehovah our
Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth!” Today we must have foresight to see through to the end.
We must not care for today’s situation; we must set our eyes upon that day. Sooner or later that day will
come. Sooner or later all these pitiful situations will be past. Praise the Lord! (Christ and the Church
Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 29-30)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 2 tells us that Christ is the center of God’s administration in the entire universe. Then Psalm 8 continues
by telling us that this Christ is the incarnated and resurrected One, the One who has ascended to the heavens and
is enthroned and crowned with glory and honor. He has the lordship, the headship, the kingship, and the dominion
over all things with His Body. He is a marvelous Christ! If we have seen this Christ, we can do nothing but praise
Him.

In Psalms 3 through 7 the writers were occupied with the adversaries and their own problems, so they asked
God to solve these problems. But the answer is in Psalm 8. It is by Christ incarnated, identified with man,
crowned with glory, and made, with His Body, to have dominion over all things, that the problem on earth can be
solved. The solution includes the incarnation up to the time of the kingdom; then when the kingdom comes, Christ
with His Body will have dominion over all things. At that time all earth’s problems will be solved. This is the
content of Psalm 8. Why is the name of the Lord so excellent in all the earth? Because Christ was incarnated to
accomplish redemption, He was resurrected to impart life to His Body, He was crowned with glory, and He was
enthroned and made to have dominion over all things with His Body. The day will come when Christ with His
Body will exercise His authority.

The human race has done its utmost to solve its problems, but the more problems they solve, the more they
have. The fact is that no one can solve the problems. You just wait praisingly. Hallelujah, Christ will come back!
He has been made the Head over all things to the church. With His Body He will have the dominion over all. At
that time, everything will be solved. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 31)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 2; God’s Plan and God’s Rest

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK3 —DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings You have established strength because of Your
8:2 adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger.
Matt. ...And Jesus said to them, Yes. Have you never read, “Out of the mouth of infants and sucklings
21:16 You have perfected praise”?

Psalm 8:2 shows us three negative categories of persons: the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger....In
this universe, there are still many adversaries, enemies, and avengers. Adversaries are those who are within,
enemies are those who are without, and the avengers are those who run back and forth (cf. Job 1:7). Satan
can be signified by these three categories. First, Satan was within God’s kingdom. Then Satan became an
enemy without, outside the kingdom of God. He is also the avenger, running back and forth....In between the
heavens and the earth, there are the adversaries within, the enemy without, and the avenger running back and
forth.

What would God do about this? God does something in a consummate way. He establishes His praises out
of the mouths of babes and sucklings, the youngest, smallest, and weakest ones. Babes are a little stronger
than sucklings, and sucklings are somewhat smaller than the babes, but both of them are in the category of
the smallest and weakest. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 54)

Today’s Reading

[Do] we consider ourselves as babes and sucklings?...The Lord Jesus told people, “Truly I say to you, Unless
you turn and become like little children, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens” (Matt.
18:3). He also said, “Allow the little children and do not prevent them from coming to Me, for of such is the
kingdom of the heavens” (19:14). The Lord stressed that to participate in the kingdom of the heavens, we must be
like little children. All the people who are in the kingdom of the heavens are as babes. A brother may be over sixty
years old, but in God’s kingdom, he is a suckling.

Psalm 8:2 says that the Lord has established strength out of the mouths of babes and sucklings. Seemingly,
strength does not refer to something that comes out of the mouth. When the Lord quoted this verse in Matthew
21:16, He used the word praise instead of strength. Weaker ones in themselves cannot praise. To cry or weep
does not require strength, but to praise requires strength. When we gossip, argue, or reason with people, that does
not require strength. But without strength, we cannot praise the Lord. Some praises may come out of our mouth,
but they cannot be considered as perfected praises, because they are not so full of strength. Praises should be full
of strength. Many times when the saints are praising the Lord, we can see the strength.

To praise is to have the strength in our mouth. God can work in His redemption to such an extent that the
weakest ones and the smallest ones can have the strength to praise Him. God has established this.

The Hebrew word for established is a hard word to translate. In the Lord’s quotation in Matthew 21:16, it says
that He has “perfected” praise out of the mouths of the babes and sucklings. Psalm 8 says that He established
strength out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, but the Lord Jesus quoted it by saying that He perfected praise.
Is our praise perfect? We have to admit that our praise is altogether imperfect. Psalm 8 is not a long psalm, but it
is a completed, perfected, and perfect psalm. If we are short of strength, we cannot praise. If we do not have the
extra strength, we cannot have a completed, perfected, and perfect praise.

On earth the Lord’s name is excellent; above the heavens is the Lord’s splendor, His glory. In between there are
the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger, who are stopped by the praise of strength that comes out of the
mouths of the smallest ones and the weakest ones. This is God’s marvelous consummation. The highest
consummation of the Lord’s work in His redemption is to perfect the praise to Him out of the mouths of the
smallest and the weakest. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 54-56)

Further Reading: Praising
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. When I see Your heavens, the works of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have
8:3-4 ordained, what is mortal man, that You remember him, and the son of man, that You visit him?
Gen. And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have

1:26 dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

David saw the heavens, the works of the Lord’s fingers, the moon and the stars, which the Lord has
ordained (Psa. 8:3). This indicates that David had a view turned from looking at the earth to contemplating
the heavens, in the night. In the night, if you look at the earth, you will see nothing because of the darkness.
But if you look up to contemplate the heavens, you will see the moon and the stars. In this view David had a
pure vision to see the pure work in God’s creation and ordination. In the universe there is not only God’s
creation but also God’s ordination. David saw the divine order in the universe.

This is the aim in the Lord’s redemption—to turn us from the messy earth to the bright heaven. Before we
were saved, we were in a messy situation. But after we were saved...our view was turned from looking at
this messy earth to looking at the bright heaven. When bad news comes to me, I have to exercise to turn my
view to look at the bright heaven. When I turn my view from the bad news and look up to the heavens, I can
praise. We must learn to turn our view. The aim in the Lord’s redemption is to turn our view from the earth
to the heavens. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 61-62)

Today’s Reading

In Psalm 8:4 David asked, “What is mortal man, that You remember him, / And the son of man, that You visit
him?” In his view in the heavens, David turned his consideration to man on the earth. The ordination of the moon
and the stars is marvelous. Then how about man on this earth? We should not forget that the psalmist in this
psalm is trying the best to bring the heavens down and to bring the earth up to join with the heavens. He looked at
the heavens with the moon and the stars. That is wonderful, but what about man? We may think that man is
pitiful, but according to the divine view in this psalm, we are wrong. Man was pitiful in Adam and in the fallen
situation, but today man in Christ is not pitiful. The man in Christ is wonderful.

Three portions of the Word speak of the same thing concerning man—Genesis 1, Psalm 8, and Hebrews 2.
What is revealed in Psalm 8 was first spoken of in Genesis 1. Genesis 1 says that man was commissioned with the
authority to rule over all the created things (vv. 26, 28). Psalm 8 repeats this. Then in Hebrews 2:6-8 Paul quotes
Psalm 8. These three portions of the Word show us that man has been in three stages: created in Genesis 1, fallen
in Psalm 8, and redeemed in Hebrews 2.

This redeemed man is no longer in a pitiful situation. He is joined to Jesus. Actually, Jesus, the incarnated God,
first joined Himself with us. Now in His redemption we are joined to Him. There is an organic union between Him
and us. Christ has passed through human living, and He died to solve our problems. Then He resurrected and
ascended to be crowned and enthroned with glory and honor. He was breathed into us and poured out upon us.
Today He is both in the heavens and also within us and outside of us....We are men who have been mingled with
Christ.

Man is the central object of God in His creation for the accomplishment of His economy to fulfill His heart’s
desire....We should not forget Genesis 1, Psalm 8, and Hebrews 2. These three portions cover the three stages of
man.

Such a man God remembers in His economy and visits in His incarnation (John 1:14; Phil. 2:7). Thank God for
His remembrance, and thank God for His incarnation. He remembered us in His economy, and He visited us in
His incarnation. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 62-63)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 5
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« WEEK 3 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. You have made Him a little lower than angels and have crowned Him with glory and honor. For
8:5-8 You have caused Him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under His
feet: all sheep and oxen, as well as the beasts of the field, the birds of heaven and the fish of the
sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas.

Psalm 8:5 says, “You have made Him a little lower than angels / And have crowned Him with glory and
honor.”...Who is “Him” in this verse? “Him” actually refers to the man Jesus. God has made the man Jesus a
little lower than the angels...(Psa. 8:5a; Heb. 2:7a). This refers to Christ’s incarnation (John 1:14). In His
incarnation Christ was made a little lower than angels in the sense of being in the flesh. In the flesh Christ
was lower than the angels. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 58, 63)

Today’s Reading

After His human living, He was resurrected, and in His resurrection, He was glorified. Then He ascended to the
heavens, and in His ascension, He was honored. “Crowned...with glory and honor” indicates or implies two steps:
Christ’s resurrection and His ascension. Before His resurrection and ascension, there was the death of Christ. If
there is no death, there is no resurrection, and if there is no resurrection, there is no ascension. Furthermore,
without His incarnation and human living, He was not qualified to die. He had to become a man and live for
thirty-three and a half years. Thus, in Psalm 8:5 we can see all the steps of the Triune God’s process: incarnation,
human living for thirty-three and a half years, death, resurrection, and ascension.

God has crowned man (Christ) with glory and honor (Psa. 8:5b; Heb. 2:7b). This refers to Christ’s resurrection
in His glory. Through resurrection He entered into glory; He was glorified in His resurrection (John 7:39b; Luke
24:26). This also refers to Christ’s ascension in His honor (Acts 2:33-36; 5:31a). Christ’s resurrection is mainly
in His glory, and His ascension is mainly in His honor. Glory refers to the condition. Honor refers to the position.
Condition-wise, Christ is in glory. Position-wise, Christ is in honor. He has both glory in condition and honor in
position.

This was through His all-inclusive death (Heb. 2:9). Without death He could have never entered into
resurrection, and He could have never reached His ascension.

Psalm 8 has nine verses. Verse 1 and verses 6-9 are somewhat easy to understand. Verses 2-5, however, are
very puzzling and not easy to understand. Why did the psalmist, after talking about the earth with the excellency
of Jehovah’s name and the heavens with the glory, turn to the babes and sucklings? We need to see that verses 2-5
show us how the babes and sucklings are produced.

Psalm 8 is all-inclusive. It talks about the earth, the heavens, man, and the coming kingdom. But in addition to
the earth, the heavens, man, and the coming kingdom, there are the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger. Verse
2 says that because of the Lord’s adversaries, He has established strength, or perfected praise. The Lord has
established strength or perfected praise out of the mouths of babes and sucklings for the purpose of stopping His
adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger. In this way God kills “three birds with one stone.” Because of the
adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger, God makes the babes and sucklings to praise Him in a complete way.

Now we need to consider who the babes and sucklings are. The sucklings are even younger than the babes, the
infants, because they are still feeding on their mother’s milk. They are the youngest. The little babes and sucklings
do not do anything. But after growing up, they do many things. To stop a person from doing things is nearly
impossible, because all human beings are doers. The whole earth is filled with man’s doings. Who can stop this?
Only the Lord can. No unregenerated man is a babe or a suckling. We become babes and sucklings by
regeneration. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 58, 63-66)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 5
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« WEEK 3 — DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. ...The lowborn things of the world and the despised things God has chosen, things which are
1:28-30 not, that He might bring to nought the things which are, so that no flesh may boast before
God. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both
righteousness and sanctification and redemption.

We...have to realize that for the Lord to regenerate us, He had to undergo a number of procedures, or
processes. He had to become a man, to live on this earth, to die, to enter into Hades for three days and three
nights, and He had to rise up to become the life-giving Spirit. As the Spirit, He comes into us to regenerate
us. Thus, regeneration comes out of all the procedures of the Lord.

He was also crowned with glory and honor (Psa. 8:5b). Glory refers to His resurrection, implying His
death. Without death He could not have entered into resurrection. To be crowned with glory is to be
glorified. To be crowned with honor implies the ascension. Therefore in one verse, verse 5, we see Christ’s
incarnation, His all-inclusive death implied, His resurrection for His glorification, and His ascension for Him
to be honored. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 67-68)

Today’s Reading

God visited man through the long journey of His process to become the life-giving Spirit to reach us and to
enter into us....The incarnated One is now the life-giving Spirit. It is this One that can produce the babes and the
sucklings.

The babes and sucklings are produced through regeneration in the initial stage. Then they continue to be
produced in full through their sanctification, renewing, and transformation. Through transformation they are
perfected in praising the Lord. This is the Lord’s recovery and the Lord’s victory. God overcomes His enemy
through these babes and sucklings. The work of Christianity is to produce active ones; they endeavor to produce
“giants.” Our work is to produce babes and sucklings.

Psalm 8:6-8 says, “You have caused Him to rule over the works of Your hands; / You have put all things under
His feet: / All sheep and oxen, / As well as the beasts of the field, / The birds of heaven and the fish of the sea, /
Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.” These verses refer to the kingdom. All things will be ruled over
by Christ with His Body, and all things will be subjected under His feet. This really perfects the praise, completes
the praise, in this psalm. This short psalm reveals so much. It speaks of the heavens, the earth, babes and
sucklings, man, three categories of enemies, and the Lord’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection,
ascension, coming back, and kingdom.

We Christians may praise the Lord, but our praise needs to be perfected. We need to praise Him for His
splendor above the heavens and His excellency on earth. Then we can praise Him for His incarnation for Him to
come to visit us. Then we should go on to praise Him for His human living, for His death, for His resurrection,
for His ascension, and for His kingdom. We have to praise Him with all these matters. Then our praises will be
perfected, completed. This praise is the strength out of the mouths of babes and sucklings. Such perfected praise
is the ultimate consummation of the Lord’s work of incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, ascension, and
coming back to rule on this earth.

When we come to the Lord’s table, we stop every kind of human speaking and human doing. We stop our
work. We are here at the table to do only one thing—to praise Him. In order to praise, we must stop our work.
Thus, at the Lord’s table, we all are the real babes and sucklings. While we are here being stopped from all of our
doings to praise the Lord, the adversaries, the enemy, and the avenger are all defeated. This is a shame to God’s
enemy.

We need to remain in the condition and spirit of the Lord’s table. Our Christian life should be like the Lord’s
table. When we go home after the Lord’s table, we should continue to praise the Lord. We have to learn not to do
too much....[but] we should not be lazy. The point is that we should stop our human doings and be those who
simply praise the Lord. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 68-69)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 5
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth!
8:9
Matt. You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified; Your
6:9-10 kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.

God has caused man (Christ) to rule over the works of God’s hands and has put all things under His
feet...(Psa. 8:6-8; Heb. 2:7b-8a). This word was fulfilled first in Adam (Gen. 1:26-28). But this word was
broken by man’s fall. Today nothing is subject to us. Even the mosquitoes still come to defeat us. Nothing
today is under us because the order has been fully destroyed by man’s fall. But there will be a time, the time
of restoration, when everything will be in a good order. This word will be fulfilled in full in Christ in the
millennium, the age of restoration (Rev. 20:4-6; Matt. 19:28). Isaiah 11:6-9 and 65:25 speak of the
wonderful divine order in the time of restoration. This is because of Christ’s redemption. (Life-study of the
Psalms, p. 64)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 8 is a short psalm, but it comprises and implies Christ’s incarnation, human living, death, resurrection,
ascension, and His being crowned to be the Lord and Christ and the King of kings, the unique Ruler of the entire
universe. The day will come when He will be in the kingdom for a thousand years to rule over all the creatures.
This is the revelation in Psalm 8.

The last verse of this psalm repeats the first part of the first verse by saying, “O Jehovah our Lord, / How
excellent is Your name / In all the earth!” At the end of the psalm, David does not say anything further about the
heavens, because eventually the earth will be as excellent as the heavens.

Psalm 8:9 repeats the first part of verse 1 by saying, “O Jehovah our Lord, / How excellent is Your name / In
all the earth!” This strengthens the thought concerning the excellency of the Lord’s name in all the earth. The
earth now is full of the excellency of Christ. Now the earth is not a messy earth but an excellent earth because the
excellency of the name of Christ fills all the earth. In this verse the psalmist considers that the earth is as excellent
as the heavens, as indicated in the first part of the Lord’s prayer: “Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name
be sanctified; Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth” (Matt. 6:9-10).

T would like to repeat the goal of this psalm once more. The goal is to join the earth to the heavens and to bring
down the heavens to the earth, making these two one. If we are victorious and overcoming every day, this is our
reality. Today with us, the earth is joined to the heavens, the heavens are brought down to the earth, and the two
are one. But with the unbelieving ones and with the defeated Christians, the heavens are far away and the earth is
dark and messy. This is why the unbelievers need all kinds of worldly amusements and sinful pleasures. But we
do not need them. We need only Christ and the church life.

When we live Christ and live in the church life, the heavens and the earth are one. With us, our earth is really
joined to the heavens. With us, the heavens are always here. Here on earth we have the excellent name of Jesus.
On this earth today the only excellency is with the name of Christ. Hallelujah! There is such a name! We have this
precious name on earth, and we also have our splendor, our glory, above the heavens.

Eventually, with us, the earth and the heavens will be one in a complete way. In the coming age, in the
millennium, in the age of restoration, the heaven is down and the earth is up. There we will enjoy God’s salvation
to the uttermost. In the millennium all of us will be babes and sucklings. There will be no older ones, no fatigued
ones. Everyone will be fresh, young, living, and full of strength.

Today many Christians like power, but the Bible in Psalm 8 speaks of strength. We need to be full of strength
to praise the Lord, to express God’s consummated work in His redemption. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 58-59,
64-65)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 5
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« WEEK 3 — HYMN

Hymns, #1097

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent
Thy name in all the earth!

Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.

Out of the mouth of little ones
Thou hast established praise,

That Thou may still Thine enemy
And swiftly end his days.

When we the universe behold,
The work of Thy great hand—
The sun, the moon, and all the stars
By lofty wisdom planned;
O what is man that Thou should’st care
That Thou should’st mindful be?
The son of man Thou visitest
In Thine economy.

O Jesus Lord, Thou art that man,
The One who joined our race,

Who put upon Himself the flesh
And took a lower place.

But now with glory Thou art crowned,
With sovereignty complete.

Now through Thy Body Thou dost rule
With all beneath Thy feet.

Thine incarnation, rising too,
And Thy transcendency,
Thy Lordship, Headship, kingdom full,
And Body here we see.
By all these steps of work divine
Thou hast established praise.
With overflowing hearts to Thee
Our joyful voice we raise.

Oh, soon that blessed day shall come—
All tongues these words shall peal!
But in the local churches now
We have a foretaste real.
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent
Thy name in all the earth!
Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.
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WEEK 4 — OUTLINE . Lo e
e REA B H S § el 8

The God-man Who Satisfies God’s Desire and Fulfills His Good Pleasure B BuELt1 1 L2 1~11
Scripture Reading: Psa. 15:1; 16:1-11 % -
DAY 1 F RRLARE A 1hgd (FFED) S &% (nichtam) R A v 3P+ 5 ¥
I. Psalm 16 is “A Michtam of David” (title); the meaning of the Hebrew word michtam is uncertain, but ALiv,“g (G&) o
some understand it to mean “a golden jewel (of a poem).” X RV LA = a4 P O N g s sz v = 0
II. Psalm 16 reveals that only Christ, the God-man, can satisfy God’s desire and fulfill His good pleasure 7 = % o % i 2 F # i?“‘ RS B ’T}Md m.ai '}n *2 17
(Matt. 3:17; 17:5; cf. Psa. 15): = 5 L7

A. Only He—the very God who became a man, lived a human life full of the divine attributes expressed in

human virtues, died, resurrected, and ascended to the right hand of God—is perfect according to the law s, fit %W * {ﬁ%.* : HH_” i ?ﬁ? E E it EZ;J'\E:H: A 'ti SR EE ;_E * 25 E;E
and can sojourn in God’s tabernacle and dwell with God on His holy mountain (v. 1). HAZMNEYL HEMBEREEREN - EFEHNKE - SHELEEMIZEL

B. In God’s economy only the God-man Christ as the firstborn Son of God with His many brothers as the 1%
f God (Rom. 8:29 tisfy God’s desi d fulfill Hi d pl . — : N RS [T s an s
moanty sons of God (Rem. 8:29) can sa ey MG T T EOOC IS — EANELE EEMARBERENRT ERtTFSHNER -MEMNRTF(S
- &) :.» kY Nz - s =|=' N2 o —
III. “Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You” (Psa. 16:1): J\29) EEREM BIOVE - FERAMENEN SIA&X
A. Christ took refuge in God and trusted in God’s preservation. _ _
B. The life that the Lord Jesus lived on earth was a life of continually trusting in God; His life was a ’% -0 % =
trusting life (1 Pet. 2:23; Luke 23:46). R s s e o . . e r 1 .
IV. “I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; / No good have I beyond You” (Psa. 16:2): = A AF s R "' e i » FE R #“3 w7 =LA L
A. When the Lord Jesus was a man on earth, He always held the attitude of recognizing God the Father as - E’g?ﬁﬁ?ﬁ ’ Eﬁ?ﬁi E’\J 1%;_? °

His Lord (Matt. 47, 10). — EHSREM EFAEMNERDEAEREHINESE - thVEEMEEFENEE K

B. The Lord Jesus had no good (no blessing, no pleasure, and no enjoyment) beyond God the Father as His

portion (cf. Luke 18:19; Isa. 53:2a). BIZ” 23 lutg:z 46 -
V. “As for the saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; / All my delight is in them” (Psa. 16:3): B “Fag IR ‘f"il‘: oo R A NeF R Almet” —dLl 2
A. InHis h living, the Lord Jesus loved God the Father (John 14:31), and He had His delight in th N = 33 k32 s 5
In i P Hiving the Lord Jesus loved God the Father (John 1431, and He had His delight i te —  EEREH EAARIHE SRRBFRE—SE  RARMR MM E AT 7
B. The saints implies the church, the Body of Christ; Christ delights in the saints, the excellent people on 10 -
the earth, because they are the members who constitute H!s Body. o o ) — T HRERAYEFRA ( BN ER -EZ ) REMLS - RBEMPS—2SE+)\ 19 .
VI. “The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be multiplied; / Their drink offerings of ER=2 b
blood I will not offer, / Nor will I take up their names upon my lips” (Psa. 16:4): HZN= °
A. Christ in His human living had nothing to do with other gods and their offerings, nor did He take up i CETIP Heht X o W AR Fehk > AR a’ﬁ—&% e’ —d L 3

their names upon His lips. — EEMHAIAMETRE 2R (LN 31); thFrEH - 2HERMNRGE -

B. “Go away, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you

serve’” (Matt. 4:10). -5 I B ZéB‘Z
VIIL. “Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot” (Psa. 16:5): - "EZR" a8 EBEMNER  EEERERE  MEMLEEMA -  AREE
A. God is the portion of the inheritance and of the cup; inheritance refers to a possession, and cup refers to Sk fth B A RYBSA -
enjoyment.
B. God the Father was the portion of the inheritance and of the cup to Christ as a man on earth; in Christ’s &3 “r e & ’E‘FFE ‘fr’i‘;-' 61 @ e E S 4e i’ﬁ' MO ﬁ‘ﬁ;t,ﬁ g ARk 0 AR
human living, God was His possession and enjoyment. 4 ARVBHLET a4
VIII. “The measuring lines have fallen on pleasant places for me; / Indeed the inheritance is beautiful to

EERMMARERTESHHHMMIINENES LR - tHEEHAREINGNHES -
"B - BEIE | RAZ LicE - ‘HEFEXMRNES - BESHf " —KM 10 -
“PRecir B AP s F A ) AeriF s R AT 5L 5

HEFWMAPWS ; A BEW - 7 BER -

RKUE2EM EAAZEBENEUNRTPNS ; EEENAKETE  HIMtHE

IFZF -

FH OTEELAGP R L FREE LN AR NLBER 6T

— BEBERBANEBCHEMA ; it ERFABNRER S MR EN-K+—

25~30-

Z BEEREWNRAREEZZAMSAMMMT MURMRAMEFAIU—-FTS8

B+—15 - 8ME+7~18 -

K RRBPEIRPRA Sl [ R b R S ERAT —E L T

— EHHEBINAC - SRVEH - UIRWAMIRET-—FRA+4 -

me” (v. 6):

A. Christ chose nothing for Himself; He left His destiny and all the choices to His Father (Matt. 11:25-30).

B. Christ appreciated the possession given by God to Him under the measuring lines on pleasant places
and the beautiful inheritance given to Him by God (Psa. 2:8; Rev. 11:15; cf. 2 Cor. 10:7-18).

IX. “I will bless Jehovah, who counsels me; / Indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me” (Psa.

16:7):

A. The Lord Jesus denied Himself and received the Father’s counsel, taking God the Father as His
Counselor (Isa. 50:4).
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B. The inward parts of Christ were one with God; when God counseled Him as a man, His inward parts
instructed Him through His contact with God; this is the proper experience of a God-man (cf. Phil. 1:8).

X. “I have set Jehovah before me continually; / Because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken”

(Psa. 16:8):

A. Christ set God before Him continually to be His security, and He was not shaken, because God was at
His right hand.

B. While the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was never alone, because the Father was always with Him (John
8:29).

XI. “Therefore my heart rejoices and my glory exults; / Even my flesh dwells securely” (Psa. 16:9):

A. In His death Christ’s heart was rejoicing, and His glory, His spirit with His tongue, was exulting.

B. Christ was willing and happy to die for the accomplishment of God’s economy.

C. The Lord Jesus rested physically in His burial, waiting to be resurrected.

XII. “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, / Nor let Your Holy One see the pit” (v. 10):
A. God would not abandon Christ’s soul to Sheol (Hades), nor let His body see corruption, decay.
B. Christ’s soul would be raised up from Hades, and His physical body would be resurrected from the
tomb (Acts 2:31; Matt. 28:6; John 20:5-9).
« DAYS5&DAY6 »
XIII. “You will make known to me the path of life” (Psa. 16:11a):
A. God would make known to Christ the path of life—resurrection.
B. In His incarnation Christ brought divinity into humanity; in His resurrection He brought humanity into
divinity (John 1:14; Rom. 8:3; 1:2-4; Acts 13:33).
XIV. “In Your presence is fullness of joy; / At Your right hand there are pleasures forever” (Psa. 16:11b):
A. Christ is in God’s presence participating in fullness of joy; this indicates that Christ has ascended to the
heavens to God’s presence in order to enjoy His attainments and His obtainments (Acts 1:9-11; 2:36;
5:31; Phil. 2:9-11).
B. In His ascension Christ is enjoying pleasures forever at God’s right hand.
C. Christ is at the right hand of God in His ascension for the accomplishment of God’s eternal economy
concerning the church, the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:20b-23).
«  HYMN
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« WEEK4—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?
15:1

Matt. While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out
17:5 of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him!

[Let us ask], “What kind of man may dwell with God for His heart’s desire and good pleasure?” We may
think that the man of good can dwell with God, but not the man of evil. Good and evil are our two lines.
Teachers of philosophy and those of many religions would all say that if there is a God, only a good man,
not an evil man, could dwell with Him. All of them would hold the same concept. But thank the Lord, in the
Bible, which is His divine revelation, we have a pair of psalms, Psalms 15 and 16, to show us what kind of
man God wants. God does not want an evil man or a good man. God rejects the good man as the evil man.
They are of the same source, in the same nature, and in the same entity. They are in the same line and will
arrive at the same end. Only a God-man can satisfy God’s desire and fulfill His good pleasure. (Life-study of
the Psalms, p. 87)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 15:1 asks us, “O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? / Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?”’
David’s answer is—the one who is perfect according to the law (vv. 2-5). But in the whole universe there is only
one person who is perfect according to the law—Jesus Christ. There is no one else. Everyone else has broken the
law. We have seen that David exalted the law so highly, but by his failure regarding Uriah, he broke the last five
commandments (Exo. 20:13-17). He murdered, he committed adultery, he stole by robbing another of his wife, he
lied to Uriah, and he coveted Uriah’s wife (2 Sam. 11).

The last five commandments...were given by God with the requirement that man would have the human virtues
to express the divine attributes. If there were no killing, fornication, stealing, lying, or coveting in the human race,
the kingdom of the heavens would really be on this earth. Today the newspapers, however, report all the evil
things that take place on earth day by day. The earth is filled with murder, fornication, stealing, lying, and
coveting.

No one is perfect according to the law. Paul said in the New Testament that no flesh can be justified by God
based upon man’s keeping of the law (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:16). The only One who can and did keep the law is the
One unveiled in Psalm 16. This One is the very God who became a man and lived a human life (vv. 1-8). In His
human life, He kept the law perfectly. He lived a life full of human virtues expressing the divine attributes. Then
He died (vv. 9-10) and was resurrected (vv. 10-11a). Now He is in ascension at the right hand of God (v. 11b &
¢). This is the One who can sojourn in God’s tabernacle and dwell with God on His holy mountain.

Psalm 16:1-8 reveals the God-man, Christ, in His human living. He is not merely a good man, but a God-man.
God became a man and lived on this earth....He was the very God living a human life in a small geographical
area....He grew up in the small village of Nazareth in the despised place of Galilee for thirty years....Then He
came out to travel in His ministry. Of course, there was not the modern means of transportation which we enjoy
today. Jesus had to travel mostly by foot within the land of Palestine.

The four Gospels show us the marvelous human living of this God-man. No biography can compare with
Jesus’ life. Millions of readers of these four Gospels have been inspired by the way in which Jesus Christ lived on
earth. After His human living, He entered into death for three days and three nights. Then He came out of death
and entered into resurrection. Finally, He ascended to the heavens where God the Father is. Today He is in
ascension at the right hand of God the Father. Psalm 16 is a short psalm, but it covers such a wonderful person in
His four stages: His human living, His death, His resurrection, and His ascension. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp.
72-73, 89)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 6
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You. I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; no good
16:1-4 have I beyond You; as for the saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; all my delight
is in them. The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be multiplied; their drink
offerings of blood I will not offer, nor will I take up their names upon my lips.

[Christ’s] human living spontaneously implies His incarnation. If He had not been incarnated and did not
have the human nature with a human body, He could not have lived on earth. Because He was altogether in
humanity, He did not threaten anyone. Even the small children could come to Him (Luke 18:15-16). He was
so wonderful—because He was God born to be a man. God, in this man, in this humanity, lived on earth.

His human living implies His incarnation in which He became a man and brought divinity into humanity
(John 1:14a)....Before the incarnation, divinity was separate from humanity. But when Jesus was born,
divinity was brought into humanity, and divinity and humanity were mingled together to produce a God-man.

Christ took refuge in God and trusted in God’s preservation (Psa. 16:1). We may pray, “Lord Jesus,
protect us; preserve us.” When Christ was a man on this earth, the very God in whom He trusted was also
His preservation. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 89-90)

Today’s Reading

Christ took God as His Lord and had no good beyond God (Psa. 16:2). Today on earth everyone, even the most
sinful person, is claiming his rights. But the Lord Jesus, while He was a man on this earth, did not claim any right
for Himself. He took God as His Lord. Every man needs God as his Lord. Without the Lord, we do not know who
our Possessor is. Our parents or our wives are not our possessors. Christ the Lord is the One who owns us. He is
our Possessor. Christ in His human living had no good beyond God. His good was uniquely God Himself as His
portion.

Christ has delight in the saints, the excellent people on the earth (Psa. 16:3). The saints implies the church, the
Body of Christ. Why does Christ delight in the saints? It is because the saints are the members that constitute His
Body, the church....In Christ’s view, we are a particular and excellent people. Christ delights in God’s people, and
He has made us excellent.

Christ in His human living had nothing to do with other gods and their offerings, nor did He take up their
names upon His lips (Psa. 16:4). He would not mention the names of any idols. He even would not mention the
names of the idol worshippers. That would contaminate His lips.

Christ took God as the portion of His inheritance and of His cup (Psa. 16:5). Inheritance refers to a
possession, and cup refers to enjoyment. In Christ’s human living, God became His possession and also His
enjoyment. God was His inheritance and His cup. With the inheritance, there is a portion, and with the cup, there
is also a portion. The portion of our inheritance and of our cup today is Christ. Furthermore, Christ trusted in
God to maintain His lot (v. 5). Today the whole earth is a mess.... We may think the earth is hopeless, but God
still maintains it for Christ. Eventually, Christ will inherit the earth as His possession.

Christ appreciated the possession given by God to Him under the measuring lines on pleasant places and the
beautiful inheritance given to Him by God (Psa. 16:6; 2:8; Rev. 11:15). This messy earth will become a pleasant
globe to Christ when He comes back to inherit it.

Christ blessed God who counseled Him and was instructed by His inward parts in the nights through His
contact with God (Psa. 16:7; Luke 6:12)....Christ set God before Him continually and was not shaken (cf. Psa.
15:5b) because God was at His right hand (Psa. 16:8; Acts 2:25). In John 8:29 the Lord said that while He was
on this earth, He was never alone, because God the Father was always with Him. In Jesus” human living, God the
Father was with Him. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 90-92)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 7
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« WEEK 4 —DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; You maintain my lot. The measuring
16:5-8 lines have fallen on pleasant places for me; indeed the inheritance is beautiful to me. I will bless
Jehovah, who counsels me; indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me. I have set

Jehovah before me continually; because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.

Let us consider Psalm 16 in more detail. The first section, verses 1 through 8, describe the human life of
Christ on earth. These verses remove the veil to show us the living of this real man by the name of Jesus.
“Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You” (v. 1). The life Jesus lived on this earth was a life of
continual trust in God. His life was a trusting life. Then verse 2 says, “I say to Jehovah, You are my Lord; /
No good have I beyond You.” This is the attitude of Jesus while He was on earth....Verse 3 says, “As for the
saints who are on the earth, they are the excellent; / All my delight is in them.” He considered all the saints
so excellent; His delight was in them. He trusted in God, and He loved all the saints. All these points are
abundantly proved in the four Gospels. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp.
38-39)

Today’s Reading

In Psalm 16:4 and 5 the Lord Jesus continues, “The sorrows of them who bartered for some other god will be
multiplied; / Their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, / Nor will I take up their names upon my lips. /
Jehovah is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; / You maintain my lot.” This means that He had nothing
to do with any idol. His interest was in God and with God—nothing else. Then verse 6 says, “The measuring lines
have fallen on pleasant places for me; / Indeed the inheritance is beautiful to me.” He chose nothing for Himself;
He left His destiny and all the choices to His Father. Verse 7 says, “I will bless Jehovah, who counsels me; /
Indeed in the nights my inward parts instruct me.” How much He denied Himself! He trusted in the Father; He
received the Father’s counsel. Then as a man He said, “I have set Jehovah before me continually; / Because He is
at my right hand, I shall not be shaken” (v. 8). We need to pray-read these eight verses and become intimately
acquainted with the kind of life Christ lived while He was on earth as a man. This is the kind of life we need.
(Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 39)

In Psalm 16:9-10 we see the revelation of the God-man, Christ, in His death (Acts 2:26-27)....Psalm 16:9a says
that Christ’s heart was rejoicing and His glory was exulting. This means His heart was rejoicing in Hades....In
Christ’s death His heart was rejoicing, and His spirit with His tongue was exulting.

Many saints come to the meetings and sit quietly. They are like the “marble Mary” outside some Catholic
cathedrals. I would like to ask them, “Where is your spirit? Where is your mouth? Where is your tongue?” In the
meetings their spirit is not exercised, their mouth is not exercised, and their tongue is not exercised. When we are
in the meetings, we should exercise our spirit, our mouth, and our tongue to speak for the Lord. Then we will be
glorious; we will be in glory. When we do not exercise in such a way, we are in a low condition. We need to
exercise our spirit, our mouth, and our tongue to speak Christ to one another in the meetings. Then we are
glorious because we are exercising the three parts of our glory: the spirit, the mouth, and the tongue.

Christ’s heart rejoicing and His glory, His spirit with His tongue, exulting indicate that Christ was obedient to
God even unto death, and that the death of a cross (Phil. 2:8). He was obedient unto death, not an ordinary death
but a particular death, the death of the cross. This also indicates that Christ was willing and happy to die for the
accomplishment of God’s economy. He told us in John 10:17-18 that no one took His life away, but He laid it
down. He also had the authority to take His life back. He died for the accomplishment of God’s economy.
(Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 92-93)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 3
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« WEEK 4 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Acts ...David says regarding Him, “I saw the Lord continually before me, because He is on my
2:25-27 right hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore my heart was made glad and my tongue
exulted; moreover, also my flesh will rest in hope, because You will not abandon my soul to
Hades, nor will You permit Your Holy One to see corruption.”

In His death, Christ’s flesh (His physical body) dwelt securely (Psa. 16:9b). This indicates that Christ’s
body was buried in a secured tomb (Matt. 27:59-60). This also indicates that Christ was resting physically in
His burial waiting to be resurrected....His soul went to Sheol (Hades) and remained there for three days (Psa.
16:10a; Eph. 4:9)....He did not see corruption (decay) in His physical body (Psa. 16:10b). This indicates His
death and burial. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 93)

Today’s Reading

Now we come to the third stage of Christ in Psalm 16—His resurrection (Psa. 16:10-11a; Acts
2:27-28a)....God would not abandon Christ’s soul to Sheol, nor let Him as God’s Holy One see corruption, decay
(Psa. 16:10; Acts 2:31). This indicates that Christ’s soul would be raised up from Hades and also that Christ’s
physical body would be resurrected from the tomb (Matt. 28:6; John 20:5-9).

God would make known to Christ the path of life—resurrection (Psa. 16:11a; Matt. 28:6). In His incarnation
Christ brought divinity into humanity; in His resurrection He brought humanity into divinity. In His incarnation
Christ made something divine, human; in His resurrection He made something human, divine.

In resurrection Christ was also begotten of God to be the firstborn Son of God (Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33; Rom.
8:29). Through His incarnation Christ put on humanity. In His resurrection He brought His human part into
divinity to be begotten of God that He could be the firstborn Son of God. In eternity past and before His
resurrection, He was the only begotten Son of God (John 3:16). But in resurrection the only begotten Son became
the firstborn Son of God by having His humanity begotten of God.

In Christ’s resurrection the believers were regenerated to be the many sons of God and the many brothers of
Christ (1 Pet. 1:3; Heb. 2:10; Rom. 8:29). First Peter 1:3 says that through the resurrection of Christ, God
regenerated us, all the believers. Actually, we were not regenerated at the time when we believed. That is merely
according to our estimation. According to the divine fact, we all were regenerated together nearly two thousand
years ago. When Christ in His humanity was begotten of God to be God’s firstborn Son, all His believers were
also begotten of God to be God’s many sons. Thus, now through the resurrection of Christ, God has a group of
sons, a corporate sonship. As sons of God, we need to realize that divinity was brought into our humanity and
now our humanity is being brought into Christ’s divinity. Christ was divinely human, and we are humanly divine.
Thus, we are the same as He is in life and in nature, but not in the Godhead. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 94-95)

According to Peter’s word in Acts 2:24-32, [Christ] was put to death and laid in the grave, and while He was in
Hades, He was glad, for He said, “My heart was made glad and my tongue exulted” (v. 26). What is His “glory”?
In Psalm 16 glory is often interpreted as referring to the innermost part of His being, the spirit. Jesus was saved
out of death (Heb. 5:7), His heart was glad, and His spirit, the innermost part of His being, exulted. Peter
translated glory as “tongue” because our spirit is the source of our praise, and our tongue is the means to express
our praise....In the matter of praising God, our tongue has very much to do with our spirit. Whenever we praise
the Lord, we must praise Him out of our spirit and by our tongue. Our heart is glad, our spirit exults, and our
tongue praises. Then what about His body? His body was buried, but while His body was buried, His flesh rested
in hope of resurrection....Peter tells us that [Psalm 16:10] means resurrection. (Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 39-40)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 3
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« WEEK 4 —DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, nor let Your Holy One see the pit. You will make
16:10-11 known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand there are
pleasures forever.
Acts “You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of gladness with Your
2:28 presence.”
Phil. Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
2:9 name.

Psalm 16:11 says, “You will make known to me the path of life; / In Your presence is fullness of joy; / At
Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” If we have God’s presence, we have fullness of joy; if we are at
His right hand, there are pleasures forever. After Christ was resurrected, He was seated at the right hand of
God, where He enjoys pleasures forever. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p.
40)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 16 finally reveals the God-man, Christ, in His ascension (v. 11b & c; Acts 2:28b).

Christ is in God’s presence participating in fullness of joy, indicating that Christ has ascended to the heavens
for His attainments and His obtainments (Psa. 16:11b; Acts 1:11; Phil. 2:9-11). In His ascension, among many
other things, He attained to the kingship, to the lordship, and to the ruling leadership and the qualification of being
a Savior to save others (Acts 5:31). He also obtained many things in His ascension.

In His ascension Christ is enjoying pleasures forever in God’s right hand, indicating that Christ is also at the
right hand of God in His ascension to surpass all for the accomplishment of God’s eternal economy concerning
the church, the Body of Christ (Psa. 16:11c; Eph. 1:20b-23). This is the wonderful God-man portrayed in Psalm
16.

We need to see the divine revelation of this wonderful person in the Psalms. We may be like the blind man who
was healed by the Lord in Mark 8. After the Lord laid His hands on him, He asked this man if he saw anything.
The blind man responded that he saw men as trees, walking. The Lord had to lay His hands upon this man again
so that he could see clearly (vv. 22-25). We may be like this man because our eyes are not fully open yet. But as
we get into the Psalms week by week, our eyes are becoming more open, and we are seeing more and more.

Our eyes need to be opened until we have a full vision, a full revelation, concerning this wonderful person. He
is the Word of God, even God Himself. In eternity past, He was full of divinity without any humanity. But one
day in time He came to be incarnated and put on humanity. He became a God-man with a human body and lived
on this earth for thirty-three and a half years. Then He entered into death to accomplish God’s redemption
according to God’s eternal plan, God’s economy.

Christ came out of death and entered into resurrection. In this resurrection He brought His humanity into
divinity to be begotten of God to become God’s firstborn Son, and God regenerated all His believers to be God’s
many sons. Furthermore, in resurrection, He became a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). As the life-giving Spirit,
He is now within His believers as their life and their life supply.

He ascended to the heavens to attain many positions and to obtain many qualifications. In His ascension He
became the Lord, the King, the Ruler, the Savior, and even the Christ for the accomplishment of God’s economy
that God could produce an organism, that is, the Body of Christ in resurrection as the church.

This is the Christ revealed in Psalm 16. This is the man that can sojourn in God’s temple and dwell on God’s
holy mountain. Such a man is not a good man according to the law, but a God-man according to God Himself as
the life and life supply. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 95-96)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 7
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. O Jehovah, who may sojourn in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy mountain?
15:1
16:11 ...In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand there are pleasures forever.

The real answer [to the question in Psalm 15:1] is in Psalm 16. Then what about [the answer in] Psalm
15? That answer is according to the human and religious concept. The answer according to the heavenly
vision is the One revealed in Psalm 16. Such a One will sojourn in God’s tent and dwell on His holy
mountain. He is there now; He is in the presence of God; He is at the right hand of God. Which one? The
One who took refuge in God, the One who lived in the presence of God, the One who was put to death, who
was resurrected by God, and who ascended to God’s right hand. This is the One who can dwell in the
tabernacle of God. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 40)

Today’s Reading

From Psalm 1 to Psalm 16, there is a history which...begins in Psalm 1 with a man appreciating the law,
treasuring the keeping of the law, and highly appraising the keeper of the law. Then in Psalm 2, God came in to
declare that Christ was His Anointed. God anointed Him and installed Him to be the King. God also begot Him in
His humanity to be the firstborn Son of God. Thus, we all have to take refuge in Him, to believe into Him. We
also have to kiss Him, to love Him. This is the second step of the history.

After Psalm 2 was written, David...committed...adultery with Uriah’s wife and murdered Uriah (2 Sam.
11)....By that terrible sin, he broke the last five commandments (Exo. 20:13-17). He murdered Uriah, committed
fornication, robbed Uriah of his wife, lied to Uriah, and coveted Uriah’s wife.

The title of Psalm 3 says that this psalm was written when David was fleeing from his son Absalom. David fled
from his son because his son rebelled against him. This rebellion was the issue of David’s sin of fornication and
murder.

David was exposed to the uttermost....It is hard to believe that such a godly servant of God as David could
commit such a terrible sin....God allowed that to happen. God kept His preserving, protecting, and sustaining
hand away from David for a time. David thought he kept the law, but God arranged an environment to show him
that he could not keep the law. An environment was there that fit David’s sinful flesh, allowing his flesh to come
out and fully expose him.

[David] was exposed, and later he was on the test with Absalom’s rebellion. When Absalom was pursuing him,
David prayed the prayers recorded in Psalms 3—7....In the light of God’s New Testament economy...these
psalms should not be taken as models for our prayer. In them we see David’s sufferings, his desire to be avenged
of his adversaries, and his self-righteousness. We do not see any repentance, confession of his fault, or
self-condemnation. This is the history of the one who appreciated the law and who was exposed. There is no hint
or indication that he was humbled, that he was full of self-denial, or that he was self-condemned. He was on the
test during Absalom’s rebellion, and the testing did not bring out anything positive in these psalms.

[Psalm 8] is David’s inspired praise of the excellency of Christ....[Then] Psalms 9—14...show us David’s
human concept concerning God’s judgment on his enemies and his concept concerning man’s condition before
God. Then Psalm 15 speaks of David’s concept of a perfect man according to the law being able to dwell with
God for God’s heart’s desire. But in Psalm 16, there is the divine revelation that the only one who can dwell with
God for God’s heart’s desire is the God-man, Christ. The God-man Christ in His human living, His death, His
resurrection, and His ascension is the centrality and universality of the economy of God, the man who may dwell
with God for His heart’s desire and good pleasure. I hope that we can keep in mind the history of these sixteen
psalms. Then we can understand their real significance. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 96-98)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 7
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« WEEK 4 — HYMN

Hymns, #1082

The living of Christ when He sojourned on earth,
The sixteenth Psalm shows us, was wholly of worth.
His attitudes, choices, and interests all tell

The man who in God’s tabernacle may dwell.

“Preserve me, O God, for in Thee I confide”—

In God He took refuge whate’er did betide.

“O Thou art my Lord, I’ve no good beyond Thee”—
He spoke in Himself unto God constantly.

“As for all the saints who are dwelling on earth,”
To Him they’re the people of excellent worth.

Of them He has said He has all His delight—

In proving this all the four Gospels unite.

“The Lord is my portion, the Lord is my cup”—
For everything He to the Father looked up.

“The Lord I will bless who my counsel doth give”—
Himself He denied and by God’s word did live.

His heart thus was glad and His spirit rejoiced,

And e’en in His death praise to God could be voiced;
His soul God would never abandon to hell,

But in resurrection His body would dwell.

God raised Him, and He with God’s glory was crowned;

Then fulness of joy in God’s presence He found.
E’en now at the Father’s right hand is His seat,
Where flowing forever are pleasures complete.
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WEEK 5 — OUTLINE
Christ in His Redeeming Death and Church-producing Resurrection

Scripture Reading: Psa. 22; Matt. 27:45-46; Heb. 2:10-12
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DAY 1 »
I. The subject of Psalm 22 is the Christ who has passed through His redeeming death and entered into
His church-producing resurrection.
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TI. Psalm 22:1-21 gives a detailed picture of Christ in His suffering of death (cf. Isa. 53), as typified by Hé —+_f’ TRAERA LZEMPARAY - B IS - RABERNEZ
David in his suffering: FEE - —5IREX
A. g}}:eAqu'est]i_;)‘n in fP;saAlm 2120:;1AwasdspokAen lziy D}e]wid in his suffering, but it became a prophecy concerning T ARENTEREBSEUZETI  c HEESTANERS - B - IEE - g - &
rist in His suffering of His redeeming death. N S P
B. Verses 6 through 8 display Christ’s suffering unto death through men’s reproach, despising, deriding, 7_‘:*[] i ?:_l._ﬁq &x w1 s . - o P
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death, that is, to be resurrected from the dead (Luke 18:31-33; Heb. 5:7). M BRITRTE+TN\TEFRtESEENELET +FRNE—O+5h
D. Psalm 22:12-18 depicts in vivid detail how Christ passed through His suffering of crucifixion (Mark 16 ~37 -
15:16-37).
« DAY 2 > % =
E. God judged Christ and put Him into death for our redemption (Psa. 22:15): b S S o o s - 4 . — —
1. On the one hand, man crucified the Lord Jesus; on the other hand, God killed Him: il ?$jg§zkﬁ}n%ﬁﬂ]ﬁﬁ 2 #'JEE ’ 'lv:ﬁi’.ﬁﬂ:ﬁﬂﬂ—h__ 15:
a. In‘ltlhe first three hours that Christ was on the cross, He was persecuted by men for doing God’s 1 —@E - AFEHSHET+F22 : 5—@E - R T
will. . — e — . 1 5 = 508 75 == 3 s
b. In the last three hours, Christ was our Substitute, He became sin on our behalf, and He died a a B éz‘_E-i_q'*-tEggu —/!\ HTJ }ﬂ",mjjﬁg{j}ﬁ Eg = '\E, *&Aﬁé R .
vicarious death to redeem us from our sins and from God’s judgment (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18; b TE=/ - Eg%ﬁﬂjﬂgﬂtg ’ **?ﬂl]ﬁkh?ﬁ ' ﬁﬂf‘li',{t*éﬁﬂ]% ' ﬂ&)ﬂgﬁﬂ]
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2. All the sin of the world was laid on Christ as the Lamb of God; God judged Him and put Him into . . . e W -
death for our redemption (Isa. 53:6b, 10a; 1 Pet. 2:24a; John 1:29). 2 HA-TINFEHAEFHRFNEES L h WAEHERNMEAM - JHET
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F. On the cross Christ was forsaken by God (Psa. 22:1; Matt. 27:45-46):
1. While Christ was on the earth, God the Father was with Him all the time, but at a certain point in %‘ =
His crucifixion, God forsook Him (John 8:29; Matt. 27:45-46). o - T — . —— _
2. When the Lord Jesus died on the cross under God’s judgment, He had God within Him essentially /\ BE+TFRLBHFLEIST__1 - X_-+t45~46:
?ls ;—Ioisfilv(in?%eing; nevertheless, He was forsaken by the righteous and judging God economically 1 HEfEH N - REBWBERStEE BEMET+2RHNE—IPNE  #§FL4%E 7T th—
:20; 3:16-17): —
a. The Lord Jesus had been born of the Spirit; thus, the Spirit was one of the two essences of His é’\])\ 29 - j(—'t 45~46 - _ . .
being (1:20; Luke 1:35). N 2 EMHBEMMEFHAZTETFREREN  thERRLDAHEMER - (Fithid
b. gz?iiiiﬁ?nsl?ﬁ;t((l)vflgto(éflle(s))cended and came upon the Lord Jesus, He already had the Spirit of B2 : ST - hER L FHIW A N HEHNMAELE ——20 = 16~17 :
c. On the cross Christ, the God-man, presented Himself to God as the all-inclusive sacrifice a EHB%EM%?WE : u:t ’ EBE%{mFﬁ%Egﬁﬁ\iﬁz___ 20 - ft%_ 35
. illfougg tg‘;e:iemal Sp;rgéﬂb‘b' 9:14). be our Substitate and had s offer b #WMRET  ZFEXHHS L2 - tEEELBAHMNR—XK=16-
. ter God had counte rist as a sinner to be our Substitute and had accepted His offering, = ho B ARy 1+ = 35T = I s LA 2% i<k .
God, as the Holy Spirit who had come upon Him, forsook Him (Matt. 27:46). c E—t_}*'t . 2 %ENA{E \%*m?’lxh E‘Emﬁﬁﬂ;@gﬁﬁwm% ;Ej-l’ 14
3. Although God as the Spirit left the Lord Jesus economically, Christ nevertheless died as the Son of d HREBEARAFEA  EF7HMNN 1t;E§ ' E‘HZF] ﬁﬂ M EZE - HXAZEMEER
got(;l, g (I}zo)d—man; hence, in His death there is a divine and eternal element (Acts 20:28; 1 John 1:7; g*%rﬂg%i s ?ﬁlﬁ%ﬁ? ﬁﬁ_j(:_t 46 °
eb. 9:12).
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« DAY 4 »
III. After passing through His redeeming death, Christ entered into His church-producing resurrection
(Psa. 22:22-31):
A. Verses 22 through 31 refer to Christ in His resurrection, as typified by Solomon in his kingly reign.
B. 7in verse 22a is the resurrected Christ who declares the Father’s name to His brothers (Heb. 2:12):

1. It was in His resurrection that Christ called His disciples His brothers, for in God’s eternal view His
disciples were regenerated and became God’s sons in Christ’s resurrection (John 20:17; Matt.
28:10; 1 Pet. 1:3).

2. In His resurrection Christ Himself was begotten to be God’s firstborn Son (Psa. 2:7; Acts 13:33)
and became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b), and all God’s chosen and redeemed people were
regenerated to be the many sons of God, the many brothers of Christ (Heb. 2:10-12; Rom. 8:29).

C. In Psalm 22:22b the assembly signifies the church, indicating that the Lord’s brothers constitute the
church; thus, His resurrection is the church-producing resurrection (Heb. 2:10-12):
« DAY 5 »

1. The church is a living composition of the many sons of God, who are the many brothers of Christ,

brought forth in His resurrection (vv. 10-12).

2. As the many brothers of Christ, we are the same as the firstborn Son; He is divine and human, and
we are human and divine, and thus the church is both human and divine—an organism with two
lives and two natures combined and mingled together (v. 11; 1:6; Rom. 8:29; cf. Lev. 2).
D. In Psalm 22:22 You and Your refer to the Father:
1. Inresurrection Christ declared the Father’s name to His brothers and praised the Father in the
church (Heb. 2:12).
« DAY 6 »
2. The praise in Psalm 22:22 is the firstborn Son’s praising of the Father within the Father’s many
sons in the church meetings (Heb. 2:10, 12):
a. It is not that the Son praises the Father apart from us and alone; rather, He praises within us
and with us through our praising.
b. When we, the many sons of God, meet as the church and praise the Father, the firstborn Son
praises the Father in our praising (v. 12b; cf. Matt. 26:30).
E. The church ushers in Christ’s kingdom for Christ to rule over the nations; the church, produced by
Christ’s resurrection, is the reality of the kingdom and a precursor to the manifestation of the kingdom
in the millennium (Psa. 22:27-28; Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17).
F. Jehovah as Christ will rule over the nations in the millennial kingdom (Psa. 22:28; 2:8-9; Rev. 19:15;
20:4, 6).
G. The believers are the seed of Christ, and their declaring the Lord’s righteousness (justification,
salvation) to a coming generation refers to the preaching of the gospel (Psa. 22:30-31).
« HYMN
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« WEEKS5—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke ...Behold we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which have been written through the
18:31-33 prophets regarding the Son of Man will be accomplished, for He will be delivered up to the
Gentiles and will be mocked and outrageously treated and spat upon; and when they have
scourged Him, they will kill Him; and on the third day He will rise.

The first twenty-one verses of Psalm 22 cover the death of Christ, the crucifixion of Christ, and the last
ten verses cover His resurrection. Isaiah 53 is a particular chapter on Christ’s death in detail. Psalm 22 is
another chapter...on the death of Christ which is full of details. We need these two chapters in order to see a
thorough, detailed picture of Christ’s death.

The subject of Psalm 22 is the Christ who has passed through the redeeming death and entered into the
church-producing resurrection. His death is for redeeming, and His resurrection is for producing the church.
(Life-study of the Psalms, p. 128)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 22:1-21 show[s] us Christ passing through the redeeming death....Verse 1 says, “My God, my God, why
have You forsaken me?” This word was spoken by David in his suffering. Actually, it became a prophecy
concerning Christ in His suffering of His redeeming death. It was quoted by the Lord Jesus while He was
suffering the crucifixion (Matt. 27:46).

Verses 2-5 are the continuation of David’s groaning prayer, which turned from groaning to
praising....Beginning from verse six, the voice changes to another person, to Christ. This is the way the Psalms
were written. While David was speaking, eventually Christ came in to speak in his speaking.

In Psalm 22 we see the suffering David typifying Christ passing through His death (vv. la, 6-21)....The
suffering of Christ unto death was through men’s reproach, despising, deriding, sneering, head shaking, and
mocking (vv. 6-8; Heb. 13:13b; Isa. 53:3; Luke 23:11; Mark 15:29-32; Matt. 27:39-44)....Each of [these words]
has a particular meaning to describe what the Lord suffered on the cross,...[but] we have a tendency to take
everything for granted.

The word reproach is also used in Hebrews 13:13, which says, “Let us therefore go forth unto Him outside the
camp, bearing His reproach.” This indicates that we need to come outside the camp of religion to follow the
suffering Jesus. To bear the Lord’s reproach is to bear His disgrace or shame. To despise is to look down on with
contempt and scorn. To deride is to make fun of or laugh at in contempt. To sneer is to smile or laugh with facial
contortions that express scorn or contempt. When Christ was on the cross, the ridiculers also shook, or wagged,
their heads (Psa. 22:7b; Matt. 27:39; Mark 15:29), saying, “He committed himself to Jehovah; let Him rescue
him” (Psa. 22:8a). To mock is to hold up to scorn or contempt and to imitate or mimic in derision. All these
things were suffered by the Lord Jesus Christ while He was nailed on the cross. Groups of people reproached
Him, despised Him, derided Him, sneered at Him, shook their heads at Him, and mocked Him.

Psalm 22:9-11 shows that Christ trusted in God for deliverance. While people were mocking Him and deriding
Him, He was trusting in God. Deliverance here is resurrection. He intended definitely to die and expected to be
delivered from death, that is, to be resurrected from the dead.

Psalm 22:12-18 shows how Christ passed through the suffering of crucifixion. The Jewish people did not have
the practice of crucifying criminals. This was a practice of the heathen (Ezra 6:11) adopted by the Romans for the
execution of slaves and heinous criminals. As the Lamb of God, Christ was crucified for our redemption (John
1:29; Heb. 9:12).

On the cross, He was poured out like water (v. 14a). Isaiah 53:12 says that He poured out His soul. We cannot
fully realize the tremendous amount of suffering which the Lord experienced on the cross. (Life-study of the
Psalms, pp. 128-131)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 4; Life-study of Matthew, msg.
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« WEEKS—DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. My strength is dried up like a shard, and my tongue is stuck to my jaws; You have put me in
22:15 the dust of death.
2 Cor. Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness
5:21 of God in Him.

Years ago, I read an article describing how the children of Israel slew the lamb during the Passover. They
took two wooden bars and formed a cross. They tied two legs of the lamb at the foot of the cross and
fastened the other outstretched legs to the crossbar. Then they slew the lamb so that all its blood was shed,
for they needed all of the blood to sprinkle on their doorframes (Exo. 12:7). The way the Passover lamb was
killed is a picture of Christ’s crucifixion on the cross as the Lamb of God. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 131)

Today’s Reading

While Christ was being crucified on the cross, many fierce men, signified by mighty bulls, encompassed Him
(Psa. 22:12). They opened their mouth at Him like a ravening and roaring lion (v. 13). Evil men, signified by
dogs, surrounded Him, and a congregation of evildoers enclosed Him (v. 16a-b).

Psalm 22:16¢ says that they pierced His hands and feet (Zech. 12:10; John 19:37; Rev. 1:7). Charles Wesley in
one of his hymns spoke of the “five bleeding wounds” which Christ received on Calvary (Hymns, #300). His two
hands, His two feet, and His side (John 19:34) were pierced by the Roman soldiers who executed Him.

They divided His garments to themselves, and for His clothing they cast lots (Psa. 22:18; John 19:23-24). In
His crucifixion, the Lord’s right to be clothed was stripped from Him, along with His life. They made the Lord
Jesus altogether naked in order to have a public, shameful display.

Psalm 22:17b says that they looked, they stared at Him. The evildoers were staring at the Lord Jesus with
contempt and hatred while He was on the cross.

Verse 14b says that all His bones were out of joint. This was because He could not hold up the weight of His
body hanging on the cross. His bones being out of joint caused Him great agony and pain.

Also, He counted all His bones (v. 17a). His heart was like wax melted within Him (v. 14c-d). His strength was
dried up like a shard (v. 15a; John 19:28), a piece of broken pottery. His tongue was stuck to His jaws (Psa.
22:15b). God had put Him in the dust of death (v. 15¢; Phil. 2:8b). He was put to death by God. On the one hand,
it was man crucifying Him, killing Him, but eventually it was God who put Him into death. Actually, God killed
Jesus. If Jesus had been killed only by man, He could never have been our Redeemer. He would have been merely
a martyr. But God judged Him and put Him into death for our redemption (Isa. 53:4, 10).

Christ asked God to deliver Him from death (Psa. 22:19-21). Hebrews 5:7 says that Christ cried to God for
God’s deliverance, that is, for God to raise Him up from the dead.

Psalm 22:1 shows that on the cross Christ was forsaken by God (v. la; Matt. 27:45-46). The beginning of
Psalm 22 speaks of this, but in the sequence of events on the cross, Christ cried out “My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?” at about the ninth hour, or 3:00 P.M. (Matt. 27:46). This was at the end of His crucifixion.
Christ was hanging on the cross for six hours, from the third hour, 9:00 A.M. (Mark 15:25), to the ninth hour,
3:00 P.M. In the first three hours, He was persecuted by men for doing God’s will; in the last three hours, He was
judged by God to accomplish our redemption. It was during the last three hours that God counted Him as our
Substitute who suffered for our sin (Isa. 53:10).

Darkness fell over all the land (Matt. 27:45) because our sin and sins and all negative things were being dealt
with on the cross. Isaiah 53:6 says that God laid all of our sins upon Christ. He was forsaken by God for our sins
(1 Cor. 15:3), becoming sin on our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21) to be judged by God as our Substitute. (Life-study of the
Psalms, pp. 131-132)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msgs. 51-53
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« WEEKS5—DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from saving me, from the
22:1 words of my groaning?
Heb. ...Through His own blood, entered once for all into the Holy of Holies, obtaining an eternal
9:12 redemption.
14 How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

When the Lord Jesus cried, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” it was during the time He
was bearing our sins (1 Pet. 2:24), being made sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21) and taking the place of sinners (1 Pet.
3:18). This means that God judged Him as our Substitute for our sins. In the sight of God, Christ became a
great sinner. Concerning this, 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “Him who did not know sin He made sin on our
behalf.” When did God make Christ sin for us? Was it during the whole period of the thirty-three and a half
years of the Lord’s life on earth? No. If the Lord Jesus had been made sin by God during all of His life, then
God could not have been with Him, and God could not have had His delight in Him. I believe that it was
during the last three hours Christ was on the cross, from twelve o’clock until three o’clock in the afternoon,
the hours when darkness came over the whole land, that God made Him sin. God made Christ not only our
Substitute; God even made Him sin on our behalf. (Life-study of Mark, p. 418)

Today’s Reading

Because Christ was our Substitute and was made sin in the sight of God, God judged Him. I believe that it was
during this time, at about the ninth hour, that the anointing Spirit left the Lord Jesus.

We have pointed out strongly that before the Holy Spirit, the anointing Spirit, descended upon the Lord Jesus,
He already had the divine essence within Him as one of two essences of His being. Now we need to see that the
divine essence never left Him. Even when He was on the cross crying out, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?”” He still had the divine essence. Then who left Him? The anointing Spirit through whom He
presented Himself to God left Him. After God accepted Christ as the all-inclusive offering, the anointing Spirit
left Him. But although the anointing Spirit left Him, He still had the divine essence.

The death of the Lord Jesus was not merely the death of a man; it was the death of a God-man. For this reason,
His death has eternal effectiveness. The Lord’s death has eternal power for our redemption. Otherwise, it would
not be possible for one man to die for so many people. An individual person is limited because a human being is
not eternal. If the Lord had died merely as a man, His death would have been limited in its effectiveness. He could
have been a Substitute for one person, but not for millions of persons. However, the Lord’s death was the death of
a God-man and therefore was an eternal death accomplishing eternal redemption, redemption with eternal power
and effectiveness.

Before the Holy Spirit descended upon the Lord Jesus, the Lord already had the divine essence. When He was
baptized, He was baptized as a God-man. After His baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him as the
God-man to anoint Him for His ministry. For three and a half years He ministered by this Spirit. Then on the
cross He presented Himself as the God-man to be the all-inclusive sacrifice through the eternal Spirit. After God
had counted Him as a sinner to be our Substitute, even making Him sin for us, and had accepted His offering,
God as the Holy Spirit who had come upon Him forsook Him. Nevertheless, the Lord was still a God-man and
died as such. This means that even though God as the Spirit left the Lord, the Lord died not merely as a man but
as a God-man. Therefore, there is in His death a divine and eternal element. His death has accomplished eternal
redemption with eternal power and effectiveness. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 418-419)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msgs. 48-49
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« WEEK S —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause
2:11-12 He is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will declare Your name to My brothers; in
the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You.”

After passing through His redeeming death, Christ entered into the church-producing resurrection (Psa.
22:22-31)....It was in His resurrection that Christ called His disciples His brothers. Psalm 22:22 says, “T will
declare Your name to my brothers; / In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.” In this verse “I” is the
resurrected Christ who declares the Father’s name to His brothers. If He had remained in death, He could not
have declared God the Father’s name to His brothers. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 133)

Today’s Reading

Christ was on the earth with His disciples for the three and a half years of His earthly ministry, but He never
called them His brothers until the morning of the day He resurrected. On that day, the Lord told Mary, “Go to My
brothers and say to them, I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God” (John 20:17). This
means that the disciples became God’s sons in Christ’s resurrection. Before His resurrection the disciples were
not His brothers because they had not been regenerated. But when Christ was resurrected, all the believers,
including you and me, were resurrected with Him and in Him (Eph. 2:6). Through His resurrection, we were
regenerated (1 Pet. 1:3). Resurrection was a big delivery, a big birth. Acts 13:33 says that resurrection was a
birth to Christ. Christ was the only begotten Son of God (John 3:16), but in resurrection He was begotten as the
firstborn Son of God with many brothers (Rom. 8:29), many sons of God.

First Peter 1:3 says that through Christ’s resurrection, God regenerated all of us believers. Some may think that
they were regenerated at a certain point in time a few years ago. But actually we all were regenerated at the same
time before we were born....The resurrection of Christ was a delivery of millions of sons of God at the same time.
He was the firstborn Son of God in resurrection, and we followed Him to be the many sons of God. On the day of
His resurrection, He could say that His Father is our Father because He and we were all born of the same Father.
We, His believers, His disciples, became His brothers.

The second half of Psalm 22:22 is very meaningful. It says, “In the midst of the assembly I will praise You.”
“The assembly” is the church, and “You” is the Father God. At the Lord’s table we follow the Lord’s pattern in
praising the Father. After we remember the Lord by taking the bread and the wine, we follow the Lord to praise
the Father, to worship the Father. According to logic, verse 22b should say, “In the midst of them I will praise
You.” But the Lord changed the pronoun them to the assembly. “My brothers” became the church, the assembly.
The Lord’s brothers constitute the church (Heb. 2:11-12).

In resurrection Christ declared the Father’s name to His brothers and praised the Father in the church. His
resurrection is the church-producing resurrection. Hebrews 2:11-12 says, “For both He who sanctifies and those
who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, ‘I will
declare Your name to My brothers; in the midst of the church I will sing hymns of praise to You.”” He who
sanctifies is Christ, and those who are being sanctified are we believers. We are both of One, that is, out of one
Father. Hebrews 2:12 is a quotation of Psalm 22:22. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 133-135)

The church is composed of the many sons of God who are the many brothers of Christ in resurrection. It is a
corporate partnership with Christ, the firstborn Son of God, to participate in the Father’s life, nature, and being.
In the church, the Father is praised by His firstborn Son within His many sons. This is the church. Now we have
seen something regarding the many sons, the many brothers, and the church. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 140)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 5; Life-study of Hebrews,
msg. 11
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« WEEK S5 —DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. I will declare Your name to my brothers; in the midst of the assembly I will praise You.
22:22
Rom. Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated zo be conformed to the image of His
8:29 Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers.

What is the church? The church is a corporate composition of the brothers of the firstborn Son of
God....The only begotten Son of God had divinity without humanity. Although He had the divine nature, He
did not have the human nature. But the firstborn Son of God has both the divine nature and the human
nature. The brothers are not the brothers of the only Begotten, but the brothers of the firstborn Son of God.
We are the same as the Firstborn. He is divine and human, and we are human and divine. The firstborn Son
has humanity as well as divinity and all of His brothers are the same as He is. (Life-study of Hebrews, p.
132)

Today’s Reading

The church is not only a gathering of real believers; it is a body, the Body of Christ. If you gather many chairs
together, the chairs cannot become a body....As everybody knows, a body is an organism with life. It has life
tissues, life cells, life nature, life shape, life ability, and life function. The church is deeper, higher, and more
profound than just a gathering.

The Lord has shown us the real significance of the church. Praise Him that He has granted us to see that the
church has two natures—the human nature and the divine nature. The church has two lives. These lives are not
only combined but are also mingled together. The church is an organism with two natures and with two lives
combined and mingled together. This is marvelous! Do you realize that the church has two lives? Do you realize
that the church has two natures? Do you realize that the firstborn Son of God has two lives and two natures, that
He is not only the Son of God, but also the Son of Man? The Firstborn has all of the divine attributes as well as
all of the human virtues. What we have is not just a little humility or submission. This rich store is much more
profound than this. It is unlimited and immeasurable, filled with the divine attributes and the human virtues. The
church is such an organism. It is the Body of Christ.

Quite often bad news comes to me about a church in a certain place. Someone may say, “The church there is
not good. It has problems.” I do not like to hear things like this, because my concept of the church is based upon
my faith. I believe that every church is wonderful. There is not a church that is not good. Although you may think
that a certain church is not good, after a period of time that church becomes very different. Why? Because the
church is organic. It grows. Your body may be quite tired, but after a while it is invigorated. It changes by life
because it is an organism. The churches in the Lord’s recovery are organic. Never believe that the church in a
certain locality is not good. The church is wonderful because it is an organism that grows. Never forget that the
church is a living corporation of all the brothers of the firstborn Son of God. The church is neither physical nor
organizational; it is altogether of life—the divine life and the uplifted, resurrected human life. Nothing is richer
than life. The best life in the universe is the divine life, and the second best life is the human life. The human life
that we have today for the church is not the natural human life but the uplifted, resurrected human life. We have
such a life! This human life plus the divine life is the life of the church. It is in such a profound way that the
church is revealed in this book. The church is a living composition of all the sons of God, a living corporation of
all the brothers of the firstborn Son of God. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 133-134)

You and Your in Psalm 22:22 refer to the Father. In resurrection Christ declared the Father’s name to His
brothers and praised the Father in the church (Heb. 2:12 and footnote 3). (Psa. 22:22, footnote 3)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 39; Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 12
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« WEEK S —DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. For the kingdom is Jehovah’s, and He rules among the nations.
22:28

30 A seed will serve Him; that which concerns the Lord will be told to a coming generation.

To us, God is no longer merely the creating God but also the begetting Father. He has begotten us. He has
imparted His life, His nature, and even His being into our being. This is what it means to declare the
Father’s name.

After declaring the Father’s name, the Son sings hymns of praise to Him in the midst of the church. I do
not believe that this prophecy means that the firstborn Son of God sang hymns of praise to the Father in the
church only once. Rather, I believe that it means throughout all the centuries the firstborn Son has been
continually singing hymns of praise unto the Father in the church. How does He do this? He does it in all of
His brothers. I have the full assurance that right now He is inside of us. Since He is in us, He sings praises
unto the Father in our singing. His singing is in our singing. When we sing, He sings because He is within
our singing. When we sing hymns to the Father from our spirit, He sings with us in our spirit. This is
wonderful. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 139)

Today’s Reading

The church on earth today is one corporate Body with the firstborn Son of God. In the meetings of the church,
the firstborn Son of God sings praise to the Father. Whenever we come to the meetings, we must open our mouths
to praise the Father. If we do this immediately, we cooperate with the indwelling firstborn Son of God. Do you
want to gain more of the firstborn Son? If you do, you need to praise the Father. The more we praise the Father,
the more we gain the firstborn Son. The more we sing, the more He sings in our singing. The best way to have
Christ work together with us is by singing praises to the Father. According to our experiences, many of us can
testify that this is so. In some of the church meetings we did much singing to the Father. That was the time when
we enjoyed Christ so much. We even had the sensation that He was singing in our singing.

Christ has made the Father known to us as the source of life. Now in all the church meetings He is waiting for
the opportunity to cooperate with us in singing praises to the Father. The best way for us to give Him this
cooperation is to open our spirit and sing praise to the Father. The more we sing, the more we shall enjoy His
singing. When we praise the Father, we enjoy Christ. We are one with Christ in praising the Father in the church
meetings. The more we praise the Father in the church meetings, the more He praises the Father in our praising,
and the more we enjoy Him and gain Him. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 139-140)

Christ’s church ushers in His kingdom for Him to rule over the nations. Psalm 22:27-28 says, “All the ends of
the earth / Will remember and return to Jehovah, / And all families of the nations / Will worship before You; / For
the kingdom is Jehovah’s, / And He rules among the nations.” Christ has the kingdom, and He will rule among the
nations.

The church ushers in the kingdom. Actually, the church is the reality of the kingdom and a precursor of the
manifestation of the kingdom. Today the church is the kingdom. Romans 14:17 says the church life is the
kingdom life, the kingdom of God. But this is a precursor of the coming kingdom, just as the tabernacle was a
precursor of the temple. Today’s church life is a miniature, a precursor, of the coming kingdom of one thousand
years. The church is produced by the resurrection of Christ, and the kingdom will be ushered in by the church.
(Life-study of the Psalms, p. 135)

Jehovah as Christ will rule over the nations in the millennial kingdom (Psa. 2:8-9; Rev. 19:15; 20:4, 6). (Psa.
22:28, footnote 1)

The believers are the seed of Christ, and their declaring the Lord’s righteousness (justification, salvation) to a
coming generation (Psa. 22:30-31) refers to the preaching of the gospel. (Psa. 22:30, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 10; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 209
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« WEEK S — HYMN

Hympns, #203

In the bosom of the Father,
Ere the ages had begun,

Thou wast in the Father’s glory,
God’s unique begotten Son.
When to us the Father gave Thee,

Thou in person wast the same,
All the fulness of the Father
In the Spirit to proclaim.

By Thy death and resurrection,
Thou wast made God’s firstborn Son;
By Thy life to us imparting,
Was Thy duplication done.
We, in Thee regenerated,
Many sons to God became;
Truly as Thy many brethren,
We are as Thyself the same.

Once Thou wast the only grain, Lord,
Falling to the earth to die,

That thru death and resurrection
Thou in life may multiply.

We were brought forth in Thy nature
And the many grains became;

As one loaf we all are blended,
All Thy fulness to proclaim.

We’re Thy total reproduction,
Thy dear Body and Thy Bride,
Thine expression and Thy fulness,
For Thee ever to abide.
We are Thy continuation,
Thy life-increase and Thy spread,
Thy full growth and Thy rich surplus,
One with Thee, our glorious Head.
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WEEK 6 — OUTLINE

The Organic Shepherding of the Pneumatic Christ

Scripture Reading: Psa. 23; John 21:15-17; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-4

II1.

Iv.

VI

VII.

DAY 1 »

. In Psalm 22 Christ was the Redeemer and the Regenerator, in Psalm 23 He is now the Shepherd, and

in Psalm 24 He will be the King who will regain the entire earth through the church, His Body, the

people whom He has redeemed and regenerated and is shepherding today:

A. In His heavenly ministry Christ is shepherding people, and we need to cooperate with Him by
shepherding people; this is the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly ministry (John
21:15-17; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:1-4).

B. Ifall the churches receive the teaching to participate in Christ’s wonderful shepherding, there will be a
big revival in the recovery; our cooperation with Him in His heavenly ministry of shepherding will build
up His Body, prepare His bride, for His second coming to be the King in the next age.

C. To shepherd people is to cherish and nourish them, as illustrated by the entire New Testament:

1. Christ as the Son of Man came to redeem us from sin (1 Tim. 1:15)—cherishing.
2. Christ as the Son of God came to impart the divine life into us abundantly (John
10:10b)—nourishing.
« DAY 2 »

. The all-inclusive Christ is our inward, pneumatic Shepherd, taking care of our inner being (v. 11;

Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; 2:25).

The indwelling, pneumatic Christ is “my Shepherd,” and under His all-inclusive, tender care “I will

lack nothing” (2 Cor. 3:17a; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17; Phil. 1:19; Psa. 23:1).

According to Psalm 23, Christ shepherds us in five stages:

A. The initial stage is the enjoyment of Christ as the green pastures and of the Spirit as the waters of rest
(v.2).

B. The second stage is the revival and transformation on the paths of righteousness (v. 3).

C. The third stage is the experience of the resurrected pneumatic Christ while walking through the valley of
the shadow of death (v. 4).

D. The fourth stage is the deeper and higher enjoyment of the resurrected Christ in fighting against the
adversaries (v. 5).

E. The fifth stage is the lifelong enjoyment of the divine goodness and lovingkindness in the house of
Jehovah (v. 6).

. In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “makes me lie down in green pastures” (v. 2a):

A. Green signifies the riches of life; the green pastures are Christ Himself as our nourishment (John 10:9).

B. Christ can be our green pasture, our feeding place, through His incarnation, death, and resurrection.

C. The base of the Greek word for economy in 1 Timothy 1:4 is of the same origin as that for pasture in
John 10:9, implying a distribution of pasture to the flock; this reveals that Psalm 23 is a psalm on God’s
economy, His household administration, to dispense Himself as the green pastures into His people and
build them up to be the house of Jehovah, the divine-human incorporation of the processed and
consummated Triune God with His redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified tripartite people
(v. 6).

« DAY3 »

In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “leads me beside waters of rest” (v. 2b):

A. The waters of rest signify the Spirit, the consummated Spirit after Christ’s resurrection (John 7:37-39).

B. Both the green pastures and the restful waters are the resurrected, pneumatic Christ as the life-giving
Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b; John 14:16-18).

In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “restores my soul” (Psa. 23:3a):

A. For our soul to be restored means that we are revived; restoring also includes renewing and
transforming (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18).
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VIIL

IX.

. Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls, shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our

inner being and by exercising His oversight over the condition of our real person (1 Pet. 2:25):
1. Christ takes care of us in a tender, all-inclusive way; this kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic,
organic comforting (John 14:16, 26; cf. 2 Cor. 1:3-4).
2. Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-giving Spirit in our spirit, to
shepherd us in our soul, to take care of our mind, emotion, and will and of our problems, needs, and
wounds (cf. Isa. 61:1).

In His organic shepherding, the pneumatic Christ “guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His
name’s sake” (Psa. 23:3b):

A.

B.
C.

Christ guides us (to walk according to the spirit) on the paths of righteousness (to fulfill the requirement
of righteousness—Rom. 8:4).

The paths of righteousness indicates our walk (v. 4; Gal. 5:16, 25).

For His name’s sake means for the sake of His person, His living person as the pneumatic Christ (Matt.
28:19; 18:20; Col. 3:17).

. Christ restores our soul so that we may take His way and walk on the paths of righteousness:

1. We need to be proper and balanced in our mind, emotion, and will; otherwise, we cannot be
righteous.

2. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, we are balanced, corrected, and adjusted.

3. Inall that we do, we need to be under Christ’s shepherding, taking Christ as both our paths and our
righteousness.

. Righteousness is being right with persons, things, and matters before God according to His righteous

and strict requirements (Matt. 5:20).

. Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom; thus, righteousness issues from God for His

administration and is related to His government and rule (6:33; Psa. 89:14a; 97:2b; Isa. 32:1).

. Righteousness is the living out and genuine expression of Christ, who as the life-giving Spirit lives in us

(Rev. 19:8; 2 Cor. 3:9).
<« DAY 4 »

Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, “even though I walk / Through the valley of
the shadow of death, / I do not fear evil, / For You are with me; / Your rod and Your staff, / They
comfort me” (Psa. 23:4):

A

B.

C.

M

For the pneumatic Christ to be with us means that we enjoy His invisible presence, which is special,
personal, and intimate (Matt. 28:20b; 2 Tim. 4:22a).

The presence of the pneumatic Christ is a comfort, a rescue, and a sustaining power to us when we are
walking through the valley of the shadow of death.

When we are in the valley, we should simply remain there and rest in the Lord; our resting in the Lord
will shorten the valley, reduce the shadow, and remove the death.

. The Lord’s rod, a symbol of His authority, is for our protection:

1. We are under the Lord’s authority and take the way marked out by Him.
2. Every negative thing—death, darkness, fear, evil—is under His rule, control, and authority.

. The Lord’s staff is for guidance, instruction, training, direction, and sustenance.
. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ in the valley of the shadow of death, we

experience God as the God of resurrection and may attain to the out-resurrection (John 11:25; 2 Cor.
1:8-9; Phil. 3:10-11).
« DAY 5 »

. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, He spreads “a table before me / In the

presence of my adversaries; / You anoint my head with oil; / My cup runs over” (Psa. 23:5):

A

B.

C.

The Lord spreads a table before us in the presence of our adversaries (v. Sa; cf. 2 Sam. 4:4; 9:7, 13;
Gen. 14:18-20; Neh. 4:17).

The Lord anoints our head with oil (as at a festal banquet), and our cup (the cup of blessing) runs over
(Psa. 23:5b; Heb. 1:9; 1 Cor. 10:16a, 21).

In Psalm 23:5 we have the Triune God—the Son as the table, the feast, the Spirit as the anointing oil,
and the Father as the source of blessing.
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« DAY6 »

XI. Under the organic shepherding of the pneumatic Christ, “surely goodness and lovingkindness will
follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my
days” (v. 6):

A. Goodness refers to the grace of Christ, lovingkindness refers to the love of the Father, and follow refers
to the fellowship of the Spirit; thus, the grace of the Son, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of
the Spirit are with us (2 Cor. 13:14).

B. The enjoyment of the processed and consummated Triune God ushers us into the enjoyment of God in
the house of God (Christ, the church, and the New Jerusalem—John 1:14; 2:21; 1 Tim. 3:15-16; Eph.
2:22; Rev. 21:2-3,22) for the length of our days (in the present age, in the coming age, and in eternity).

C. We need to seek to dwell in the house of God all the days of our life (Psa. 27:4-8):
1. To behold the beauty (loveliness, pleasantness, delightfulness) of God (vv. 4, 8; 2 Cor. 3:18).

2. To inquire of God, checking with God about everything in our daily life (Psa. 27:4b; cf. Josh. 9:14).

3. To be concealed in God’s shelter and to hide ourselves in the hiding place of God’s tent (Psa. 27:5;
31:20).

4. To be raised up and have our head lifted up by God (27:5b-6a).

5. To offer sacrifices of shouts of joy with singing and psalming to God for the glory of God (v. 6b;
Heb. 13:15; Phil. 2:11).

XII. Psalm 23 is the link between Psalms 22 and 24; it is by Christ’s wonderful shepherding and by our
entering into this shepherding (the intrinsic significance of the vital groups) that the Body of Christ
will be built up with His redeemed and regenerated ones and that the bride will be prepared for Him
to return as the King in the next age in the manifestation of His kingdom.
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« WEEK 6—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me?...Shepherd My sheep.
21:16
1 Pet. For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and
2:25 Overseer of your souls.
5:2, 4 Shepherd the flock of God among you...And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will
receive the unfading crown of glory.

John 21 reveals the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly ministry. After Christ
ascended to the heavens, He began His heavenly ministry. In doing this He raised up a group of His
followers as His apostles who could fully cooperate with Him....What He was doing in the heavens, the
apostles did on earth to carry out His heavenly ministry....Christ’s heavenly ministry and the apostles’
ministry on the earth cooperate together to carry out God’s New Testament economy.

The Lord’s shepherding was firstly in His earthly ministry (Matt. 9:36). The Lord saw the Israelites as
sheep harassed by their leaders; they were cast away like sheep not having a shepherd. The Lord as the
Shepherd of God’s elect prayed, and God told His sent One to appoint twelve apostles that they might take
care of the sheep of God (Matt. 10:1-6).

The Lord’s shepherding is secondly in His heavenly ministry (1 Pet. 5:4) to take care of the church of
God, issuing in His Body. When He was on the earth, He was shepherding. After His resurrection and
ascension to the heavens, He is still shepherding. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 130-131)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord stayed with His disciples after His resurrection and before His ascension, in one of His
appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His lambs and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the
heavens (John 21:15-17). Shepherding implies feeding, but it includes much more than feeding. To shepherd is to
take all-inclusive tender care of the flock.

This is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with Christ’s heavenly ministry to take care of God’s flock.

Peter was so impressed with this commission of the Lord that in his first book he told the believers that they
were like sheep being led astray, but they had now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (Christ) of their souls
(1 Pet. 2:25). Christ’s shepherding of His flock includes His caring for their outward things and also their inner
being, their souls....Christ indwells us to be our life and everything, but He is also overseeing, observing, the
condition and situation of our inner being...by exercising His oversight over the condition of our soul, our real
person.

The main purpose and goal of the apostolic ministry incorporated with Christ’s heavenly ministry are to build
up the Body of Christ which will consummate the New Jerusalem for the accomplishment of the eternal economy
of God. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 131-133)

If all the churches receive this teaching to participate in Christ’s wonderful shepherding, there will be a big
revival in the recovery. In the past we did much speaking and teaching with very little shepherding. Shepherding
and teaching should be like two feet for our move with the Lord. Our shepherding should always be with teaching,
and our teaching should always be with shepherding.

John 21...reveals the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly ministry. In His heavenly
ministry Christ is shepherding people, and we need to cooperate with Him by shepherding people. Without
shepherding, our work for the Lord cannot be effective. We must learn all the truths so that we may have
something to speak and go to contact people to shepherd them.

Christ as the Son of Man came to redeem us from sin (I Tim. 1:15)—cherishing. This is the first part of the
New Testament....Christ as the Son of God came to impart the divine life into us abundantly (John
10:10)—nourishing. This is the second part of the New Testament. (The Vital Groups, pp. 40, 87)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 13

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Jehovah is my Shepherd; I will lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads
23:1-2 me beside waters of rest.
John I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and go out and
10:9 shall find pasture.
11 I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Psalm 23 is full of the enjoyment of Christ as our Shepherd....Christ as the Shepherd leads us through five
stages of enjoyment. The first stage is that of the green pastures and the waters of rest (v. 2). The second
stage is the paths of righteousness (v. 3), and the third stage is the experience of Christ’s presence through
the valley of the shadow of death (v. 4). The fourth stage is the deeper and higher enjoyment of the
resurrected Christ, in which we enjoy the Lord’s table in the presence of our adversaries (v. 5). This implies
that we are enjoying the Lord on the battlefield. The fifth and final stage is the lifelong enjoyment of the
divine goodness and lovingkindness in the house of Jehovah (v. 6). Psalm 24 goes on to show that the
victorious Christ as the King of glory is coming to reign as the King in God’s kingdom. All these points in
the Psalms indicate that Christ is enjoyable. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 153)

Today’s Reading

[Psalm 23] tells us that Christ’s shepherding of us is in five stages....I would like us to consider what stage we
are in among these five stages of Christ’s shepherding. The first stage is the initial stage of enjoyment. This is just
like elementary school. In our educational system there are five stages—elementary, junior high, high school,
college, and graduate school. This is comparable to the five stages of Christ’s shepherding in Psalm 23. Many of
us are in “elementary school” while others are in “high school” in their experience of Christ.

The resurrected Christ shepherds us first in the initial stage of enjoyment in green pastures and at waters of rest
(Psa. 23:1-2). Because He is our Shepherd, we will lack nothing (Phil. 1:19b). Right after we were saved, we
entered into this first stage of enjoyment. In John 21 the Lord Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him. When Peter said
that he did love the Lord, the Lord charged him to feed His lambs (v. 15). We need to be like nursing mothers to
cherish and feed the little ones under our care (1 Thes. 2:7). Right after a child is delivered, a mother feeds the
child so he can grow.

In the initial stage of the enjoyment of Christ, the lambs, the infants, feed on Christ as the green pasture (John
10:9). Infants do not have table manners. All the little lambs lie down to eat the pasture without any thought of
manners. Christ makes us to lie down, not sit down in a mannerly way, in green pastures. This kind of eating,
without the thought for proper manners, is more enjoyable.

Psalm 23:2 says, “He makes me lie down in green pastures.” The color green signifies the riches of life. When
we see the green trees and pastures, we see the riches of life. If the trees are yellow and dried up and the grass is
brown, this indicates death.

The green pastures signify the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus spoke concerning this in John 10. He said that His
sheep would hear His voice and follow Him out of the fold to enjoy the green pastures as the flock (vv. 9, 16). In
John 10, Christ is the door (v. 9), the Shepherd (v. 11), and the pasture (v. 9). Christ Himself is our pasture, our
nourishment. He is the feeding place for all the sheep. In John 6 Christ said that He is the bread of life (v. 35) to
nourish us (v. 57). The “bread” for the sheep is the green pasture, so the green pasture is Christ. Christ can be
our green pasture through His incarnation, death, and resurrection. After His incarnation, death, and resurrection,
He is growing here as the green pasture for our nourishment. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 139-140, 138)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msgs. 4, 6, 9
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. ...He leads me beside waters of rest. He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of
23:2-3 righteousness for His name’s sake.
John He who believes into Me...out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water. But this
7:38-39 He said concerning the Spirit...

He also leads us to waters of rest (Psa. 23:2b; 1 Cor. 12:13b). The green pastures are Christ, and the
waters of rest are the Spirit. The Spirit is the restful waters. When we go to take care of the new ones, we
must not only feed them with Christ but also help them to drink of the Spirit. We must help them to call on
the name of the Lord and to pray. This is to help them to drink the Spirit by exercising their spirit.

The waters we drink are very restful. If someone served us food without anything to drink, this would not
be so pleasant or restful. We would not have a comfortable feeling. This is why we need Christ as the
pasture and the Spirit as the waters of rest....In one aspect, He is our pasture, our food, to feed us. In another
aspect, He is the life-giving Spirit as waters to bring us the proper rest. Both the pastures and the waters are
the resurrected pneumatic Christ as the life-giving Spirit. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 141)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 23:3 says, “He restores my soul; / He guides me on the paths of righteousness / For His name’s sake.”
This is the second stage....To restore our soul is to revive us. Restoring also includes renewing and transforming.
This corresponds with the New Testament teaching in Romans 12:2 which says that we need to be transformed by
the renewing of the mind,...the leading part of our soul.

[Christ] restores us—revives and transforms us—in our soul to make us take His way, to walk on the paths of
righteousness. Both the paths and righteousness are Christ. The resurrected Christ today is our paths. In order to
be a proper sister or a proper brother, we need Christ as our paths, as our way. A sister who does not behave and
walk as a female does not have Christ as her paths. A brother who acts foolishly does not have Christ as his
paths. Some brothers need a particular path to be an elder. Others need a path to be a co-worker. We also need a
path to act as Christians and another path to work in God’s economy. We need many paths, the paths of
righteousness, in our Christian life and work.

John 7 says that when we drink of the life-giving Spirit as the living water, we will flow out, not just one river
but many rivers (v. 38). There is a river of the proper humanity, a river of kindness, a river of love, a river of
patience, etc. We need many rivers. In the same way, we need a path of humility, a path of loving, a path of
patience, etc. These are the paths of righteousness.

Righteousness is to be right with people before God according to His righteous and strict requirements.
We...[all] are short of the paths to be right. We have to take the paths of righteousness by being restored—revived
and transformed—in our soul, which comprises our mind, our emotion, and our will. We must be proper and
balanced in our mind, our emotion, and our will. Otherwise, we cannot be righteous; we cannot be right with man
and with God.

A shepherd has a staff to guide and instruct the sheep....We all have to be under the Lord’s shepherding in all
that we do. His shepherding is a kind of balancing, correcting, and adjusting.

He guides us (to walk according to the spirit) on the paths of righteousness (to fulfill the requirement of
righteousness—Rom. 8:4). Righteousness can be fulfilled only by those who walk according to their spirit. We
have three parts—body, soul, and spirit (1 Thes. 5:23). We should not do things according to our body, because it
is full of lusts. We should not do things according to our soul, because it is full of opinions. Instead, we should do
things according to our spirit. When we walk according to the spirit, we fulfill the righteous requirement of the
law. Christ as our Shepherd leads us in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake—in the person of the
resurrected pneumatic Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 141-143)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 11
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I do not fear evil, for You are
23:4 with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

2 Tim. The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
4:22

The third stage is the stage of the experience of the presence of the resurrected pneumatic Christ through
the valley of the shadow of death (Psa. 23:4). Even though we walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, we do not fear evil, for the pneumatic Christ is with us (2 Tim. 4:22). This means that we experience
His presence. For Him to be with us is for us to enjoy His presence. His presence is a comfort, a rescue, and
a sustaining power to us when we are walking in the valley of the shadow of death. (Life-study of the
Psalms, p. 144)

Today’s Reading

We human beings cannot avoid having troubles as we live on this earth. A husband’s wife who takes care of
him and the children may suddenly become so ill that she is unable to walk. Then this brother gets into the valley,
which is under a shadow and full of death. Some saints may have children who are crippled. This brings these
saints into the valley. A brother may be an elder in a locality, and the Lord may suddenly bring in another elder,
with whom it is difficult for this brother to coordinate. This other elder then becomes the valley of the shadow of
death to the first elder.

When we are in the valley, the best way for us to deal with it is to rest. The tests in the valley always tempt us
to do something so that we can come out of the valley. But the more we do, the more the valley extends. We just
need to be quiet, to rest.

Our resting in the Lord will shorten the valley, reduce the shadow, and remove the death. We should not talk
about our being in the valley. The more we talk, the wider the valley becomes. The best way is for us to forget
that we are in the valley, because we have the Lord with us. We do not fear evil, because He is with us. Second
Timothy 4:22 says that the Lord is with our spirit. The Lord is not merely within us in a general way, but He is in
our spirit in a particular way. If we have had the proper experience in the valley, we can testify that it was a place
for us to enjoy the Lord’s presence in such a close way.

In 1943 there was a big revival in the church in Chefoo, my hometown in mainland China. At that time we
were under the invasion of the Japanese army. They were wondering how I could draw so many people. They
studied me secretly for a few months, and then in May of 1943, they came to get me. They brought me to their
military police headquarters, and I was put into prison for thirty days. That was a real valley to me....I could have
been killed by them at any time. I was under their threatening and torture for two three-hour sessions a day.

One day they purposely decided not to give me any food. One of them came to me and, not being able to speak
Chinese, he pointed up to the heavens, indicating that I should ask my God to give me food....[ Another prisoner],
however, insisted on sharing his food with me.

One day when I was alone, as I was praying, I had a deep sense that the Lord was there with me in a special,
intimate way. I was in the valley, and the Lord caused me not to fear any evil. Eventually, I was preserved and
protected by the Lord from being harmed. After thirty days, the Japanese released me. That was a real experience
and enjoyment of the Lord’s presence in the deep valley of the shadow of death.

In the valley of the shadow of death, the Lord’s rod and His staff—His protection, His guidance, and His
sustenance—comfort us. The rod is for protection. If a wolf comes, the shepherd uses his rod to protect the flock.
The staff is for training, for direction, for guidance, and also for sustenance. The Lord has the rod to protect us,
and He has the staff to train us, to instruct us, to guide us, and to sustain us. We experience the Lord’s protection
and guiding in the valley of the shadow of death. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 144-146)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 11
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. You spread a table before me in the presence of my adversaries; You anoint my head with oil;
23:5 my cup runs over.
133:2 It is like the fine oil upon the head that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron’s beard, that ran
down upon the hem of his garments.
1 Cor. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of Christ?...
10:16

Now we come to the fourth stage of the deeper and higher enjoyment of the resurrected Christ (Psa. 23:5).
The Lord spreads a table—a feast—before us in the presence of our adversaries (1 Cor. 10:21). The Lord’s
table is a feast. Every Lord’s Day when we come to His table to take the feast, it is always in the presence of
our adversaries. Every day is a fighting day to us. We Christians have to fight. Otherwise, we will be
defeated. There may be adversaries in our business, in our home, and even in the church. On the one hand,
we enjoy the feast of the Lord, and on the other hand, we should fight for the victory. If we are defeated
during the week, it will be difficult for us to enjoy the Lord’s table that much. We need to fight the battle in
the Lord all week long before we come to the Lord’s table. Then we will be able to have a rich enjoyment of
the Lord as our feast at His table. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 146)

Today’s Reading

In the fourth stage of the deeper and higher enjoyment of the resurrected Christ, the Lord anoints our head with
oil (of exultant joy—Heb. 1:9); our cup (of blessing—1 Cor. 10:16a) runs over. To anoint the head is to anoint
the whole body. Psalm 133 speaks of the ointment upon the head spreading down to the skirts of the garments. No
doubt, this is the anointing of the compound, life-giving Spirit in Christ’s resurrection. All the riches of Christ’s
being and doing are compounded together in this anointing compound ointment.

The Bible uses the word cup to indicate blessing. The cup of blessing runs over. Psalm 23:5 speaks of the
table, the feast, which is Christ with His riches for our enjoyment. Then there is the anointing oil, which is the
Spirit. Then there is the cup of blessing, which refers to the Father. The Father is the blessing, even the source of
blessing. Thus, in verse five there is the Triune God—the Son as the feast, the Spirit as the anointing oil, and the
Father as the source of blessing. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 146-147)

After the valley you may think that everything should be so wonderful. But the next station is the battlefield. It
is after the valley of the shadow of death that you are qualified and equipped for fighting. Allow me to say that
however living and active you are now, I can have no trust in you. You need to pass the test; you need to pass
through the valley of the shadow of death. The potters, after making certain objects of clay, place them in an oven
to be burnt. There is a great difference between vessels of clay which have been burnt and those which have not.
The valley of the shadow of death is the place for us to be burnt. After this experience we are qualified and
equipped to fight the battle.

But on the battlefield, praise the Lord, there is a table set before us. “You spread a table before me / In the
presence of my adversaries” (v. 5). The fighting on the battlefield is the feasting. While we are fighting, we are
feasting. We may tell the enemy, “Send your armies; all your armies will be the courses of our feast.” The Old
Testament tells us that even the enemies are our food (Num. 14:9). For us Christians, the enemies are the best
food. This is a table, a table spread with many courses. And this is not all. It is here on the battlefield that we
experience the anointing of our head with oil and our cup running over. It is really so. In our experiences, the
more we are on the battlefield fighting for the Lord, the more we sense that we are under the anointing, that we
are feasting, and that our cup is running over. It is really good. But still this is not all. (Christ and the Church
Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 54)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 5
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the

23:6 house of Jehovah for the length of my days.

27:4 One thing I have asked from Jehovah; that do I seek: to dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire in His temple.

Psalm 23:6 speaks of the fifth stage of the lifelong enjoyment of the divine goodness and lovingkindness in
the house of Jehovah. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow us (the grace of Christ and the love of
God will be with us—2 Cor. 13:14) all the days of our life (in the present age). Goodness refers to the grace
of Christ, lovingkindness refers to the love of the Father, and follow refers to the fellowship of the Spirit.
Second Corinthians 13:14 reveals the move of the Triune God for us to enjoy all His riches. The grace of the
Son, the love of the Father, and the fellowship of the Spirit are with us. This is the fifth stage of our
enjoyment of the Triune God in Psalm 23. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 147)

Today’s Reading

Eventually, this enjoyment will usher us into the house of God. We will dwell in the house of Jehovah (the
church and the New Jerusalem—1 Tim. 3:15-16; Rev. 21:2-3, 22) for the length of our days (in the present age
and in the coming age and in eternity)....Today we are in the church. If we are overcomers, we will be in the
kingdom of one thousand years in the New Jerusalem. Eventually, in eternity we will be in the New Jerusalem
with all of the chosen and redeemed saints. God’s house is our dwelling place where we enjoy the Triune
God—the Son’s grace, the Father’s love, and the Spirit’s fellowship. Today we enjoy the Triune God in the
church, and in the future we will enjoy Him in the New Jerusalem.

If we are not in the church, we lose the shepherding of Christ....This is because He is the Shepherd of the flock,
and the flock is the church. To get out of the church is to get out of the flock, and the Shepherd is always with the
flock.

David said that he sought to dwell in the house of God all the days of his life (Psa. 27:4-6)....In verse 4 David
said that he desired to behold the beauty of Jehovah in His house. The Hebrew word for beauty implies loveliness,
pleasantness, and delightfulness. When we are beholding God’s beauty, we are in a very pleasant atmosphere.
Second Corinthians 3:18 says that we can have an unveiled face to behold the glorious face of the Lord in glory.
In our time with the Lord in the morning, it is best to have short prayers with a number of “selahs” so that we can
behold the Lord, look at the Lord.

The psalmist also inquired of God in His temple (Psa. 27:4b). This means that we can check with God about
everything in our daily life.

In Psalm 27:5 David said, “For He will conceal me in His shelter / In the day of trouble; [/ He will hide me in
the hiding place of His tent].”...When evils, calamities, are taking place, we can be concealed in God’s shelter,
and the evils cannot “see” us, cannot affect us. When someone is trying to capture us, there is a hiding place in
God’s tent where no one can find us. To be concealed is for getting away from the damage of calamities. To hide
is for getting away from the ones who want to get us. The house of God is both a shelter and a hiding place.

David also said that God would raise him up upon a rock and that he would have his head lifted up by God
(27:5c¢, 6a). Most of the time, we drop our heads. We do not have our heads lifted up....We are earthly people,
always looking upon the earth. It seems that we have lost something valuable and that we are looking on the
ground for it. But when Abraham heard God’s promise in the night, God told him to look toward heaven at the
stars. Then God told Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars (Gen. 15:5). We need to
forget about all of the earthly things. Instead, we need to look up. We need to lift up our heads and say, “Praise
the Lord! Hallelujah!” This is a glory to Him. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 147-148, 160-161)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 12

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK 6 — HYMN

Hymns, #1170

The Lord is my Shepherd forever,
He maketh me down to lie,

He leads me beside the still waters
O how He does satisfy!

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days, all the days of my life;

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days, all the days of my life.

And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever,

And I shall feast at the table spread for me;
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days, all the days of my life.

My Shepherd Himself is my pasture,
My Shepherd, the waters of rest;
1 eat of His riches in spirit,
I drink, and O how I am blest!

My Shepherd my soul is restoring,
My will, and emotion, and mind;

And though through the valley I’'m walking,
O what a Companion I find!

A table prepared by my Shepherd
I feast on and Satan destroy;
My head is anointed with oil,
My cup runneth over with joy!

And now in His house I am dwelling
Enjoying the goodness of God;

My pleasure is far beyond telling,
My pleasure is Jesus my Lord!
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WEEK 7 — OUTLINE

Praising Christ as the King

Scripture Reading: Psa. 45

II.

1.

Iv.

DAY 1 »

. Psalm 45 presents a complete view, a full picture, of Christ’s beauty, which is in Christ Himself (vv.

1-8), as unveiled in the four Gospels (in the stage of His incarnation); in the church, His wife (vv.
9-15), as revealed in the Epistles (in the stage of His inclusion); and in all His sons, the overcomers as
the princes (vv. 16-17), as seen in Revelation (in the stage of His intensification):

A. This psalm praises Christ not only concerning the things that are of Him directly but also concerning the
things that are of Him indirectly, as manifested through His church and His overcomers.

B. Our speaking well of the church and the believers is also a praise to Christ (cf. Num. 23:21; 24:9b).

« DAY2 »

“Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; / And forget your people and your father’s house; /

Thus the King will desire your beauty” (Psa. 45:10-11a):

A. All the local churches must learn how to hear and how to forget, how to hear the Spirit’s living,
up-to-date speaking and how to forget the past—the old relationships, the old ways, and the old
background.

B. The more we forget the past and go on with the Lord in a new way, the more beautiful we become in the
King’s eyes.

« DAY 3 »

Psalm 45, the highest and greatest of all the psalms, is one of the psalms of the sons of Korah, a song

of love according to the melody of lilies:

A. The great work of God is to restore the desolated building of God and to recover “the sons of Korah” by
transforming rebellious ones, through His unlimited mercy and grace, into Christ’s overcomers to make
them the constituents of His bride, His overcoming queen (Num. 16:1-3; Psa. 42, title; 106:16; 1 Chron.
6:33-37; Psa. 88, title; Rev. 19:7-9).

B. If we are those who affectionately love the Lord, we eventually become His love, His favorite (S.S.

1:1-4, 14-15; 2:4).
C. Alily denotes a pure, simple, single life of trusting in God (vv. 1-2; Matt. 6:28-29; cf. 1 Kings
7:17-19).

If we have an affectionate love for the Lord Jesus, our tongue will be the pen of a ready writer, ready
to write our love for Him and our praise to Him with our experience and enjoyment of Him according
to all that He is (Psa. 45:1; Matt. 12:34b; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6; Isa. 6:5-7).

. The psalmist praises Christ the King in His fairness; Christ is fairer than the sons of men (Psa.

45:1-2; cf. 27:4b; S.S. 5:9-16):
<« DAY 4 »
A. Grace is poured upon Christ’s lips (Luke 4:17-22; cf. Eph. 4:29-30).
B. Because the man Jesus is fair, sweet, and full of grace, God has been moved to bless Him forever (Rom.
9:5).
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VI. The psalmist praises Christ the King in His victory (Psa. 45:3-5):

A. In the eyes of Satan and his fallen angels, Christ is the mighty One who has girded His sword upon His
thigh, the One with majesty and splendor as signs of His victory (v. 3).

B. In His splendor Christ rides on victoriously because of truth, meekness, and righteousness; regardless of
what the situation is on earth, regardless of what the nations are doing, Christ is riding on triumphantly,
prosperously; from the day of His ascension He began to ride on, and He will continue to ride until He
comes back in victory (v. 4a; Acts 5:31; Rev. 6:2; 19:11-16).

C. His right hand performs awesome deeds; Christ’s awesome deeds include His crucifixion, resurrection,
and ascension; everything that the Lord Jesus does, whether great or small, is awesome (Psa. 45:4b).

D. His arrows are sharp in the heart of His enemies, and the peoples fall under Him (v. 5; cf. Rev. 6:2).

VII. The psalmist praises Christ the King in His kingdom (Psa. 45:6-7):

A. As God, Christ’s throne is forever and ever, and the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of His kingdom
(v. 6; Heb. 1:8).

B. As the King, Christ has loved righteousness and hated wickedness, and God the Father has anointed
Christ with the oil of gladness above His companions (Psa. 45:7; Heb. 1:9).

« DAYS »

V111, The psalmist praises Christ the King in the sweetness ot His virtues (Psa. 45:8; ct. 1 Pet. 2:9):
A. All His garments smell of myrrh and aloes and of cassia (Psa. 45:8a):
1. Garments signify Christ’s deeds and virtues; myrrh and aloes signify the sweetness of His death;
and cassia signifies the fragrance and repelling power of Christ’s resurrection.
2. The way to experience Christ in His crucifixion by the power of His resurrection is by the Spirit
Himself, who is in our spirit (cf. S.S. 2:8-14; Rom. 8:16; Phil. 3:10).

B. From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made Him glad (Psa. 45:8b):
1. Palaces signify the local churches; ivory, a bone-like substance, signifies the resurrection life of
Christ (John 19:36; cf. S.S. 7:4; 4:4; 1 Kings 10:18); and harpstrings signify praises.
2. The local churches are beautiful in the eyes of the Lord and are His expression, and they are built
with the resurrection life of Christ; from the local churches come the praises that make Him glad.
IX. The psalmist praises Christ the King in the praising of the queen with the daughters of kings among
the king’s most prized (honorable) women and the virgins, the queen’s companions (Psa. 45:9-15):
A. The queen typifies the church, especially the overcomers, as the unique wife of Christ, and the
honorable women around the queen signify Christ’s overcoming guests; this indicates that the bride of
Christ is actually a group of overcomers (vv. 9-10):
1. The daughters of kings signify the believers of Christ in their royalty.
2. The king’s most prized women signify the believers of Christ in their honor and majesty.
B. The king desires the queen’s beauty; the queen’s beauty signifies the virtues of Christ expressed through
the church (v. 11):
1. The beauty of the bride comes from the Christ who is wrought into the church and who is then
expressed through the church (Eph. 1:17-23; 3:16-21; 5:25-27).
2. Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us; what Christ appreciates in us is the
expression of Himself (Phil. 1:20; 2:15-16; Isa. 60:1, 5; cf. Exo. 28:2).

M A EEL 2 AR eniEna A —Fe T 3~5H!

— HEHENEEZNXERD BEE2EEAMINKES KBEERME TN ;
IV ERFME T2 fth e HiE’JhﬂE —3%5-

— ATEHR-EXR - AX - BEEETPAERTE - TABH Tt LavERm
I . BEHEEETL - BEEHGH - TENLENT ; MEAXIEE - thEFF gL
TRl ; EASLERE - HRMtESHELOR4TE . ®A31- B2 T4h
11~16-

= MMEFRETURNSE ; BEERTURMNSE - aFthaIT+78 - EENAX
EERGRFRERIB—HE - TiEX/) - BEARW—FEA4TF -

M TR - STPREEID ; REAMIEMTF-5 ¥ - 8EA2

% AT RAEG FEAR R T 6~T

— BERW  MOEERICKTEN - EARR2EERR—6 T - K—8 -
Z BERT #EAN BERE . QUARKWHEEE . MIBtHEX—S
A7 K—9-

¥ T
P ORAFTIZARERKOPEALER 32T 8 ARB S 9
— fhARER - MERE - IIE - EEMBESHNAS L
1 KRIRREEBNTHANMEE ; SAMINERIEMITMIESE  ERRTEEESEN
BEMIFEEEN -
2 SEESENKE - fHMEIENE  DEEFERNRENBREC-5H-
8~14 .- ZN\ 16 B=10-
Z ZFETAURFRNET - EHRFAFNAS T :
1 ERIERMABS  2F2—NEBNYER - REEEMEFTESD (L1+136-
st W4 TE+18); LZFBRIAMEE - SIHEX
2 RMABRETRPIEMMN -HFERMMEE THERAEEEENEREEN ;
RUMBBEPERENET - EfiRE -
HOHEABEHI RIS L2 22t s AR T g2 LS
ffEd e —de 7 9~15:
— IRWRB: RHIEEHE NEEEN—MEF, TEREMNERAR - &
TEESHMER ; XIEREENHMAZRLE—NFHE-9~107 :
1 BENXIL - RIEEE %EE’JL:{%
2 FBEHRMNEY - RIEEEER - BRWERE -
Z IRRTIEMER,; TEMER - ﬁmﬂﬁ SFEEZEEMNEE-11T .
1 #HPENEMEEBEIBEE - ARE E’,EtE.EEE’JEE‘ —#$—17~23 . =
16~21 1 25~27
2 HMNE—MEMOIARNBERBLRNEE | EEMRERIN - HIME
CHWEE-HB—20. Z15~16 - &F~+1-5-8H”_)\2-



« DAY 6 »

C. In Psalm 45 the queen has two garments:
1. The first garment is the gold of Ophir, the woven work inwrought with gold (vv. 9b, 13b):

a.

b.

This garment corresponds to Christ as our objective righteousness, which is for our salvation
(Luke 15:22; 1 Cor. 1:30; Isa. 61:10).

The queen’s being covered with gold signifies the church’s appearing in the divine nature (Psa.
45:9b; 2 Pet. 1:4).

. The garment of woven work inwrought with gold signifies that the Christ who has been dealt

with through death and resurrection is the righteousness of the church to meet the righteous
requirement of God for her to be justified before God (Gal. 2:16; Rom. 3:26).

2. The second garment is the embroidered clothing (Psa. 45:14a):

a.

b.

This garment corresponds to Christ lived out of us as our subjective righteousnesses, which are
for our victory (Rev. 19:8).

As our subjective righteousnesses, Christ is the One dwelling in us to live for us a life that is
always acceptable to God (Phil. 3:9; Matt. 5:6, 20; Rom. 8:4; cf. Psa. 23:3).

. The garment of embroidered clothing signifies that the church will be led to Christ clothed with

the righteousnesses of the saints to meet the requirement of Christ for their marriage (Rev. 19:8;
cf. Matt. 22:11-14).

D. The king’s daughter is all glorious within the royal abode, and the virgins will enter the king’s palace
(Psa. 45:13a, 14-15):
1. The king’s daughter is the queen, signifying the church, and her being all glorious within the royal
abode signifies the glorious church taking Christ as her royal abode (v. 13a; John 15:4a).
2. We take Christ as our abode, we become His abode, and this mutual abode eventually becomes the
palace, which signifies the New Jerusalem (14:23; 15:5; Psa. 45:15b; Rev. 21:3, 22).

X. The psalmist praises Christ the King in the praising of His sons, His descendants (Psa. 45:16-17):

A. “In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth” (v. 16):
1. Here fathers signifies Christ’s forefathers in the flesh, sons signifies the overcomers of Christ as
His descendants, and princes signifies the overcomers of Christ as His co-kings, who will reign with
Christ over the nations (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6).
2. Only Christ the King reigning on the earth with the overcomers as His helpers in the kingship can
solve the problems of today’s world (Isa. 42:1-4; Hag. 2:7a).
B. Christ’s name will be remembered in all generations through the overcoming saints, and Christ will be
praised by the nations through His overcoming and co-reigning saints (Psa. 45:17).
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« WEEK7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. My heart overflows with a good matter; I speak what I have composed concerning the King. My
45:1 tongue is the pen of a ready writer.
9 The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; the queen stands at Your right hand in the
gold of Ophir.

Psalm 45 can be considered the sixth station in the unveiling of Christ in the Psalms. The first station is
Psalm 2; the second is Psalm 8; the third is Psalm 16; the fourth is Psalms 22—24; and the fifth is Psalm
40. In this message on Psalm 45 we will consider verses 9 through 17....[First], however, I would like to say
a word concerning the Bible and the way to understand it.

Psalm 45 was written in praise of King Solomon, who was a symbol, a type, of Christ with a wife
composed of many “daughters,” of many believers. If God had no need of a king to symbolize Christ in this
way, Solomon would not have been created. The Bible clearly reveals that God’s intention is that a man have
only one wife, yet Solomon had hundreds of wives (1 Kings 11:1, 3). As far as Psalm 45 is concerned, we
should understand this not ethically but typically. Ethically, Solomon should not have had many wives.
Typically speaking, however, there was the need for a man with hundreds of wives so that God would have a
particular type of the church composed of many believers from many nations. Solomon with his wives is a
type of Christ with His corporate wife, a wife composed of believers from every tribe, tongue, people, and
nation (Rev. 5:9). (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 257, 259)

Today’s Reading

Solomon is a type of Christ as the One with a corporate wife. If we would understand this, we need a mind that
is renewed and enlightened with spiritual understanding.... The natural mind is of no avail in understanding Psalm
45.

If we are enlightened and renewed, we will realize that Psalm 45 is lovable. First, in verses 2 through 7, this
psalm praises the king, Solomon, in his fairness, in his victory, in his kingdom, and in the sweetness of his virtues.
After this, the psalmist continues by praising the king in the praising of his queen. The queen is not alone but is
accompanied by the daughters of kings (v. 9) and by the virgins, her friends (v. 14). If we view this as a type, we
will see that the king typifies Christ, that the queen typifies the church, and that those around the queen typify the
believers. In type, this queen is not a single, individual person—she is corporate. The believers are the
constituents, the components, of this corporate queen. Actually, the believers are both the constituents of the
queen and the honorable and beautiful women.

The situation is the same in Revelation 19:7 and 9a. Verse 7 says, “Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the
glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” This verse speaks of
the wife of the Lamb. However, verse 9a says, “Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the
Lamb.”...This means that, on the one hand, the overcomers are the bride and that, on the other hand, they are the
guests....First the overcomers are the corporate bride, and then they are also the guests. In Psalm 45 the bride of
Christ is typified by the queen, and His overcoming guests are typified by the honorable women around the queen.
The bride of Christ, therefore, is actually the group of overcomers. We need to have this understanding as we
study Psalm 45.

In this psalm we see the praise to Solomon as a type of Christ....It praises Christ not only concerning the things
that are of Him directly—His fairness, victory, majesty, kingdom, and sweetness—but also concerning the things
that are of Him indirectly through His church and His overcomers. Since the overcomers are Christ’s members,
whatever is of them directly is of Him indirectly and is His glory. Thus, the fairness of Christ in this psalm is of
two layers: the first layer, the layer that is of Himself directly, and the second layer, the layer that is of His Body,
His members, directly and of Him indirectly. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 259-261)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 21

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK7—DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; and forget your people and your father’s
45:10-11 house; thus the King will desire your beauty. Because He is your Lord, worship Him.

Psalm 45 in its entirety is written about Christ, yet it is written from the aspect of human relationships. As
a human being, you, of course, have yourself, but as a normal human being you also need a wife.
Eventually, to be completed and perfected as a human being, you need children. Christ is not a bachelor; He
is the King with the queen and all the children. If you would render Him complete praise, you must say
something about Himself, something about His queen, and something concerning His children. His glory is
not only in Himself; it is also in His queen and His children. The riches and fullness of a man are in his wife
and family; likewise, the riches and fullness of Christ are in His church with all His children. Thus, there are
three sections of this wonderful, marvelous, unique praise of Christ: the praises about the King, about the
queen, and about the royal children. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 75)

Today’s Reading

Christ’s glory is not only in Himself but also in the church. If we would see Christ’s glory in Himself, we must
read the four Gospels. If we would see the glory and beauty of Christ in the church with so many saints, we must
read the Epistles. It is the church “with” so many saints, not the church “and” so many saints (2 Cor. 1:1). It is
the queen with so many virgins, the queen with the kings” daughters, the queen with the most prized. We must
also see Christ’s beauty in His children, in His princes. In the book of Revelation, we have the local churches, and
we also have the princes, those who will reign with Christ (ch. 20). We see there the Lord’s beauty in His sons,
the overcomers.

In the Psalms, Christ and the church are put together. Christ is here as the King, and the church is here as the
queen, the husband and the wife. The two are one; they are no more two but one.

In 45:8 the church is mentioned as the palaces of ivory; then in verse 9 the church is pictured as the queen. The
palaces are the building, and the queen is the wife. In the entire Bible, God always uses these two figures to
signify the church—the building and the bride. Even in Genesis 2 we have these two figures: first, the materials
for the building, and second, a bride, Eve. Then, when we come to the end of the Bible, we have a building, a city,
which is the bride. The church on one hand is a palace to Christ, and on the other hand, it is His queen. On one
hand, it is the house of God, and on the other hand, it is the bride of Christ.

“The daughters of kings are among Your most prized” [Psa. 45:9]. If you are praising Christ, you can never
forget the church. This verse is a praise to Christ, but about the saints, the kings’ daughters....The kings’
daughters speak of our royalty, and the most prized of our honor and majesty. We should not be proud, but we
must all realize that we are kingly and most prized....This is praise about us, but it is praise to Christ.... When
people recognize or sense in us something of our royal and most prized status, though they may not agree with us,
that is a real glory to Christ.

Then the psalmist immediately turns to the queen and says, “Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; /
And forget your people and your father’s house” (v. 10)....Here we have an instruction to the queen:...Hear and
forget. All the local churches must learn...how to hear the Spirit’s living, up-to-date speaking, and how to forget
the past—the old relationships, the old ways, the old background. We must forget our people and our father’s
house—*“Thus the King will desire your beauty” [v. 11a]. The more we forget the past, the more beautiful we
become in His eyes. Whenever I hear some people speak of their past, I have the sense of ugliness. If we would
leave all the past and go on with the Lord in a new way, we would obtain beauty in the King’s eyes. (Christ and
the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 75-78)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 7
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« WEEK7—DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. ...These are the Dathan and Abiram, who were called by the assembly, who contended against
26:9-11 Moses and against Aaron in the company of Korah, when they contended against Jehovah;
and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that
company died...But the sons of Korah did not die.

Psalms 42, 45 through 48, 84, and 87...[are] some of the deepest psalms of Books Two and Three. All
these deeper psalms were written by the sons of Korah. This is remarkable. Numbers 26 gives us the
background of these men...(vv. 9-11). This chapter makes reference to the rebellion of a group of God’s
people under the leadership of Korah. When God intervened to vindicate and judge, Korah was devoured,
but his children were spared....The sons of a leading rebel composed all those psalms concerning God’s
restoration. This is a real restoration.

Almost all the deeper psalms were written by the sons of this rebel. This is God’s marvelous, miraculous
doing. What assurance we may have that God is going to recover the local churches and that eventually
many sons of rebels will compose some praising psalms! Just one Korah rebelled, but many sons came out of
him and became composers of the deeper psalms.

The great work of God is to restore the desolated building of God and to recover the sons of Korah. The
great work of God today is first to recover the local churches and second to recover so many of you. Many
of us are the real sons of Korah. God’s great work is to recover the things desolated by Satan. Only by
dwelling in His house can we realize this work in all its greatness. (Christ and the Church Revealed and
Typified in the Psalms, pp. 168-169, 172)

Today’s Reading

The superscription of Psalm 45 calls it “a song of love™....It is the love between us and the Lord. This love
makes us His love....If we are those who love the Lord, we eventually become His love, His favorite. Just as He is
our love, so we become His love.

The subject of this psalm is love, and the tune, the melody, is called “lilies.” Here both love and lilies refer to
the saints....We should not only have a life of purity and simplicity as signified by the lily, but we should always
have an affectionate feeling toward the Lord. According to Psalm 45, we all need to have a pure life with an
affectionate love for the Lord.

Verse 1 says, “My heart overflows with a good matter; / I speak what I have composed concerning the King. /
My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”...For the psalmist’s tongue to be the pen of a ready writer means that the
psalmist does not need to write a draft of what will be spoken concerning the King. Real love for the King makes
a draft unnecessary. Regarding many things we may need to write a draft, but to write a draft of what we want to
say to someone we love would be altogether mechanical; it would not be real. If we have an affectionate love for
the Lord Jesus,...we will be ready to write our love and our praise.

In verse 2 the psalmist praises the King (signifying Christ) in His fairness. When the Lord Jesus comes to us,
He comes first in the aspect of His fairness. This is why, when we preach the gospel, we need to preach mainly
Christ’s fairness, telling others how good and loving Christ is. We may say that this kind of gospel preaching is a
“hook” with a tasty “bait.” Everyone who believes in the Lord Jesus and loves Him has been “hooked” by Him.
Blessed are they who have been hooked by Christ! As one who has been hooked by the Lord, I often say to Him,
“Lord Jesus, You have caught me. You have captured me. If [ had not been captured by You, I would be a
different person living a different life.”

Now the One who has come to us in His fairness, the One who has caught us and who loves us, wants us to
love Him in return. We need to love Him and even become His love. This is the issue of Christ’s showing us His
fairness and of our enjoyment of Christ in His fairness. It is impossible for us to speak in full concerning Christ’s
fairness. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 250-252)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 16; Life-study of the Psalms,
msg. 19
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« WEEK7—DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. You are fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured upon Your lips; therefore God has blessed
45:2 You forever.
6-7 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your
kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has
anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your companions.

Psalm 45:2b says, “Grace is poured upon Your lips.” This indicates that grace continually proceeds out of
His mouth. Concerning this, Luke 4:22 tells us that the people marveled at the words of grace proceeding out
of the mouth of the Lord Jesus.

In Psalm 45:2c the psalmist continues the praise of the King, saying, “Therefore God has blessed You
forever.” Because the man Jesus is fair, sweet, and full of grace, God has been moved to bless Him forever.
Thus, Romans 9:5 speaks of Christ as “God...blessed forever.” (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 252)

Today’s Reading

In Psalm 45:3-5 we have the psalmist’s praising the King in His victory. Adam and all his descendants,
including us, have been defeated. Only Christ is the Victor. The Gospels reveal that He has overcome everything
and has gained the victory.

Verse 3 says, “Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O mighty One, / In Your majesty and Your splendor.” In the
eyes of Satan and of all the fallen angels, Christ is the mighty One who has girded His sword upon His thigh, the
One with majesty and splendor. Both His majesty and His splendor are signs of His victory.

Verse 4a continues, “And in Your splendor ride on victoriously / Because of truth and meekness and
righteousness.” Splendor is the expression of glory. While Christ was on earth, the only time He showed His
splendor was when He was transfigured on the mountain (Matt. 17:1-2). But after His resurrection and ascension,
He showed Himself in His splendor and majesty to Paul (Acts 26:13-15) and to John (Rev. 1:9-20).

Psalm 45:4b says, “Let Your right hand teach You awesome deeds.” Here we understand the word teach to
mean perform. Christ has performed many awesome deeds, including His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.
The most awesome deed performed by Christ was His crucifixion. Christ’s crucifixion was a great event that
threatened Satan, the demons, and the fallen angels, the powers of darkness in the air....Whereas we appreciate
the cross, Satan flees from it.... Verse 5 goes on to say that the King’s arrows are sharp and that the peoples fall
under Him. His arrows are in the heart of His enemies.

In verses 6 and 7 the psalmist praises the King in His kingdom. We have pointed out that the kingdom is the
issue of the victory. Hence, before one can be a king, he must first be a victor. According to the ancient custom,
the person who was victorious over the enemies became the king.

As God, Christ’s throne is forever and ever (v. 6a; Heb. 1:8a).

“The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom” (Psa. 45:6b). The scepter signifies authority. The
authority of many of today’s high officials is not upright, but Christ’s authority is altogether upright.

As the King Christ has loved righteousness and hated wickedness (v. 7a; Heb. 1:9a). The more righteous we
are, the more authority we have. However, the more we are involved with wickedness, the more we lose our
authority.

Psalm 45:7b continues, “Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You / With the oil of gladness above Your
companions.” The oil of gladness signifies the Spirit of God, and the companions signify the believers of Christ.
God the Father has anointed Christ with the Holy Spirit above all His companions, above all His believers. This
indicates that Christ’s authority and kingdom are altogether a spiritual matter. He has been anointed for the
purpose of the kingdom. Christ’s authority, throne, scepter, and everything related to the kingdom are under the
anointing of the Spirit and therefore are spiritual. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 252-255)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 20

Enlightenment and inspiration

¥-% %r

BHEA
BFr I 2 GRERLE RaEBRFELE S MMUABAELR Y B AT
6~7 HHF o D G A A ARREG; TEGRREIEL TR FE o BF IV RZ
%;%u#,ﬁiﬁﬁ#’*ﬁiﬁﬁfﬁaﬁﬂfﬁ%kﬂo

BRO+TAR-THHE - "RHNEERERHE ¢ XIFAREAKtHBMAO - RT
s BINEZ+"TEREN - AFSFEMHKOPFRENES -
ERRONTARITTH  WABRSFEST - i1 - "FIHBELSIR - HEIXKEZT &
NIBANERERZEESS - HHERY - BRERHE - R - BEsaftt - E2KE - B
SONELATHIABER "KEZWFENH" (FREMRE - =0 )-
% &

ENROTAR=2R0T - WAREMFMMEAEE - WHFMFRAAEN T - 8FFK
il #MEWTY ; EEEEIRHE - EEHETMME 1] AF/ETHA -
BRO+AR=TR - "AEEW - BREEM] - AEERME™ < £REMFRE
BEREXENRSD - EEISEEMINARESE - KEERMETH—I - thAvSRA M
AIE™ - 2t FHERYRIC -
MmT5 b4t - “ATHEE - BER - AX - BIRERTPLERNTE - TAGEH & B
TEERENEE - BEAEM LN - RE-REFRME™ - MEBEL LTEREHN
& (X++t1~2) BitEF - AXUE - EHERTETE - FECELRTD (i
ZAN13~15) MAH (BE—9~20) & -
FRO+TAROT FHEE - "BRIFNGFRITIRNSE « BETTHSORNE - &
EpIET 7R - EENAX - BEMTRURMNSE - EthAVET+F8 - EENH+
FRE—MHAE - BIFTHE - BRUREZENXE - MBEPRENNS - L]
BE+TFR - BEAMTFRRNE - BT (M) 7 ZEST ; RE(MIE
AR - fthB9ET S o BRI -
ERELT AREMEMZERT - RINECEKEL - ERSHNER - Bt - £A
AEEELAAD - b FUC(EBME - REGRNE - BMEBNIEPA - MKTE -

ERW - EREEKKTEM (6 L KX—8L)-
ftt "ENNREEENNR" (HEHA 6 T ) MNBRIENHE - SKFSEEMIRE
SEER - BEEEMNNMZEREEDN -
BEEEE EAQAX -REWE (7L -RK—9 L) RBEAX - FEANIRE - 241 -
AT R - R ENR -
HRO+TARET FRALRE - "FUM - MERE - BXRIHER - BESR
MRMK ¢ RRRGHRITHMIR - AKRTEEENERE - RUEAERETEE - MY
BRI -MERAANERE XEREENIANEERZEERRNS t=27TE -
BHNENEEE - BB - TE - NIRMERSERRN—1] - HEBRHERK
ZTF - FUHRERM (BRERRE - ZORE=0OARN)-
2 BREMRE - BT 1+E -



« WEEK7—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia; from palaces of ivory, harpstrings have
45:8-11 made You glad. The daughters of kings are among Your most prized; the queen stands at
Your right hand in the gold of Ophir. Hear, O daughter, and see; and incline your ear; and
forget your people and your father’s house; thus the King will desire your beauty. Because He
is your Lord, worship Him.

In Psalm 45:8 the psalmist praises the King in the sweetness of His virtues. Regarding Christ’s virtues, 1
Peter 2:9 speaks of telling out “the virtues of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light.”...To preach the gospel is actually to tell forth the many virtues of Christ, including His love, kindness,
and forgiveness.

Christ’s virtues are the expression of the divine attributes. For instance, with God the Father the divine
love is an attribute of the Godhead. This attribute is in the divine life. As Christ lives out the divine life, He
lives out the divine attribute of love. In Christ’s living there is the virtue of love, and this virtue is the
expression of the divine attribute of love. As we preach the gospel, we should tell others about the attributes
of God expressed in the virtues of Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 255)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 45:8a says of Christ the King, “All Your garments smell of myrrh and aloes, of cassia.” A person’s
garments signify the virtues of that person, because the way we dress is an expression of the kind of person we
are and indicates our attitude and demeanor....Actually, as human beings we are under two kinds of
covering—our clothing and dwelling place, both of which express what kind of person we are. Here in Psalm 45
garments signify Christ’s virtues; myrrh and aloes signify the sweetness of Christ’s death; and cassia signifies the
fragrance of Christ’s resurrection.

Verse 8b says, “From palaces of ivory, harpstrings have made You glad.” In this verse palaces signify local
churches; ivory signifies the resurrection life of Christ (John 19:36); and harpstrings signify praises. The local
churches, which are beautiful in the eyes of the Lord and which are His expression, are built with the resurrection
life of Christ, and from the local churches are the praises that make Him glad. As we praise the Lord, we need to
appreciate what He is in His virtues and what He has done to produce the church to be His expression.

Verse 9a says, “The daughters of kings are among your most prized [honorable].” The daughters of the kings
signify the believers of Christ in their royalty, and the king’s most honorable (or, glorious) women signify the
believers of Christ in their honor and majesty. Not only does the king have honor and majesty, but the queen and
the women around her also have honor and majesty. This is a type, a picture, of the church with the believers.

Verse 9b says, “The queen stands at Your right hand in the gold of Ophir.” The queen signifies the church, and
her being covered with gold signifies the church’s appearing in the divine nature. This gold that covers her is
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 1:30 we are told that God has made Christ to be righteousness to us for our justification,
for us to be justified by God. As our righteousness, Christ is our covering. This covering is altogether divine.
Christ is pure gold, “the gold of Ophir.” This is the first layer of our covering.

[In verse 10] the daughter is the queen, who signifies the church, and her father’s house signifies the natural
relationships of the church. This word about the daughter’s forgetting her people and her father’s house
corresponds to the Lord’s word about denying the natural relationships (Matt. 10:37; Luke 14:26) and caring for
the church....Many believers have been persecuted by their family.

Psalm 45:11a continues, “Thus the King will desire your beauty.” The queen’s beauty here signifies the virtues
of Christ expressed through the church. The beauty of the church, her beauty in the presence of Christ, is Christ’s
virtues lived out of us. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 255-256, 261, 263-264)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 21
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« WEEK 7 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. The king’s daughter is all glorious within the royal abode; her garment is a woven work
45:13-14 inwrought with gold. She will be led to the King in embroidered clothing; the virgins behind
her, her companions, will be brought to You.

[In Psalm 45:13a] the king’s daughter is the queen signifying the church, and her being all glorious within
the royal abode signifies the glorious church taking Christ as her royal abode.

The word “abode” here refers to the church’s taking Christ as her abode....Christ becomes an abode when
we take Him as our abode, abiding in Him, and thus become His abode in Him. Concerning this, the Lord
Jesus said, “Abide in Me and I in you” (John 15:4a). This indicates that if we take Him as our abode, we
become His abode. In this way the abode becomes the abode.

This abode is a matter of experiencing Christ through the church. Christ, as the Son, is an abode to the
Father and the Spirit, and His being such an abode involves the coinherence among the three of the Divine
Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. But when we believe in Christ, we enter into Him and take Him
as our abode. Then, being in Him as our abode, we, the church, become His abode. (Life-study of the
Psalms, pp. 264-265)

Today’s Reading

[Psalm 45:13b] signifies that the Christ who has been dealt with through death and resurrection is the
righteousness of the church to meet the righteous requirement of God for her to be justified before God. Thus
“woven work inwrought with gold” again refers to the first layer of her covering—Christ as our righteousness
through whom we are justified—signified by the gold of Ophir.

“She will be led to the king in embroidered clothing” (v. 14a). This embroidered clothing, another garment, the
second layer of her covering, signifies that the church will be led to Christ at their marriage clothed with the
righteousnesses of the saints to meet the requirement of Christ for their marriage.

Regarding this, Revelation 19:8 says, “It was given to her [the overcomers as the Lamb’s wife] that she should
be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.” The word
“righteousnesses” refers to Christ as our subjective righteousness.... We must have Christ Himself lived out of us
to be our subjective righteousnesses. Thus, the queen in Psalm 45 has two garments. The first garment, the gold
of Ophir, the woven work inwrought with gold, corresponds to Christ as our objective righteousness, which is for
our salvation. The second garment, the embroidered clothing, corresponds to Christ as our subjective
righteousnesses, which are for our victory.

Psalm 45:14b says, “The virgins behind her, her companions, / Will be brought to You.” This signifies that the
overcoming saints will be invited to the marriage dinner of Christ (Rev. 19:9).

“They will be led with rejoicing and exultation; / They will enter the King’s palace” (Psa. 45:15). This signifies
that the overcoming saints will enter, with rejoicing and exultation, the New Jerusalem as Christ’s palace (Rev.
3:12).

“In the place of Your fathers will be Your sons; / You will make them princes in all the earth” (Psa. 45:16).
Here “fathers” signifies Christ’s forefathers in the flesh, and “sons” signifies the overcomers of Christ. The word
“princes” signifies the overcomers of Christ reigning with Christ over the nations.

We need to see not only the beauty of Christ that is in Christ Himself and the beauty of Christ that is in the
church but also the beauty of Christ that is in all His descendants, all His members, as the princes. If we see
Christ’s beauty in these three ways, we will have a complete view, the full picture, of His beauty.

Finally, in verse 17 the psalmist says, “T will cause Your name to be remembered in all generations; / Therefore
the peoples will praise You forever and ever.” This reveals that Christ’s name will be remembered in all
generations through the overcoming saints and that Christ will be praised by the nations through His overcoming
and co-reigning saints. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 265-268)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 21

Enlightenment and inspiration
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WEEK 8 — OUTLINE

The House and the City
Scripture Reading: Psa. 26:8; 27:4; 34:8a; 36:8-9; 46:4; 47:2, 6-8; 48:1-2, 4-5; 50:2

DAY 1 »
1. The enjoyment of Christ leads us to the enjoyment of God in the house of God (Psa. 26:8; 27:4; 34:8a;
36:8-9; 50:2):
A. God is universal and omnipresent, yet He is a located God; God is located in His house, His dwelling
place (23:6; 27:4):
1. Christ is God’s location; Christ is the tabernacle of God and the temple of God (Col. 2:9; John 1:14;
2:21).
2. Christ has been enlarged, and the enlarged Christ is the church as God’s enlarged temple, His
dwelling place (1 Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15).
B. “O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your glory abides” (Psa. 26:8):
1. We should love the habitation of God’s house and the place where His glory abides, remains, to be
manifested (84:1; 29:9b).
2. Today the church is the place where God’s glory abides to be manifested (Eph. 3:21).
<« DAY 2 »
C. “One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the
days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple” (Psa. 27:4):
1. Our God is a lovable person with a lovely dwelling place; God Himself is enjoyable, and His
dwelling place is also enjoyable.
2. The Hebrew word for beauty implies loveliness, pleasantness, and delightfulness; when we behold
God’s beauty, we are in a very pleasant atmosphere (Exo. 24:9-11; 2 Cor. 3:18).
D. “Taste and see that Jehovah is good” (Psa. 34:8a):
1. This tasting and seeing must be in God’s house, His dwelling place.
2. We taste and see that God is good in His house—in Christ, in the church, and, ultimately, in the
New Jerusalem.
E. “They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the river of Your
pleasures / For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light” (36:8-9):
. We can be saturated with the fatness, the abundance, the riches, the fullness, within God’s house (v.
8a).
. In God’s house we can drink of the river of God’s pleasures (v. 8b).
. In God’s house we can share of the fountain of the life of God (v. 9a).
. In God’s house we can see light in God’s divine light (v. 9b).
. In God’s house we can enjoy the river of life, the tree of life, the fountain of life, and the light of
life:
a. In Christ and in the church, we enjoy the located God as the fatness to saturate us, the river of
life to quench our thirst, the tree of life to feed us, and the light of life to enlighten us.
b. Inthe New Jerusalem we will be saturated with the fruit of the tree of life, drink of the river of
water of life, share of the fountain of God’s life, and see light in God’s divine light; this will be
the consummate enjoyment of God in the house of God (Rev. 22:1-2, 5).
« DAY 3 »
F. “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth” (Psa. 50:2):
1. The shining forth of God out of His house is the dispensing of His goodness.
2. Under such a shining, we enjoy God in Christ (cf. Num. 6:25).
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II. When the church is enlarged, strengthened, and built up, the house of God becomes the city of God as

the kingdom for the God-King to rule and reign (Matt. 16:18-19):

A. As the King unveiled in Psalm 45, Christ needs a city in which to rule and reign (46:4):

1. InPsalm 45 Christ, typified by Solomon, is unveiled and praised as the King.
2. Immediately afterward, Psalm 46 speaks of the city—a kingdom for ruling.
B. As the house, the church is God’s home, the place of His dwelling; as the city, the church is God’s
kingdom, the place of His ruling (Eph. 2:21-22, 19):
. The church is for the kingdom; that is, the house is for the city; eventually, the house of God
becomes the holy city, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:2-3).

2. The church is Christ’s increase in life, and the kingdom is Christ’s increase in administration (John
3:29a, 30a; Dan. 2:34-35).

3. The church as the house of God must be enlarged to become the church as the city of God (1 Tim.
3:15; Rev. 5:9-10):
a. The first step of the enlargement of Christ is the church as the house of God (Eph. 2:21-22; 1

Tim. 3:15).
b. The second step of the enlargement of Christ is the church as the kingdom of God (Rom. 14:17).
« DAY 4 »
4. The house is mainly with Christ as life, and the city is mainly with Christ as the Head (Col. 3:4;
1:18; 2:19):

a. When we realize that Christ is not only our life but also our Head, the church will be not only
the house but also the city (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15).
b. The real building of the city is to help all the saints to realize the headship of Christ (vv. 15-16).
C. Psalms 46—48 are on the church as the city of God; here the church has become the city over which
God rules and from which God reigns:
1. Psalm 46 is an unveiling of the God who meets our needs in the city:
a. In the city God is our refuge, strength, and help in distress; He is most readily found (v. 1).
<« DAY 5 »
b. In the city, the ruling center of God in His kingdom, there is “a river whose streams gladden the
city of God” (v. 4a):
This river signifies the flowing of the Triune God as life to us, as mentioned in Revelation
22:1-2a.
In the city—the enlarged, strengthened, and built-up church—we have the flow of living water;
therefore, we are the most joyful people.
c. This city, which cannot be moved, is the unshakable kingdom (Psa. 46:5a; Heb. 12:28):
1) The kingdom is unshakable in its substance, which is God (Psa. 46:5a).
2) The kingdom is unshakable in its foundation, which is Christ (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20; 1
Cor. 3:11).
3) The kingdom is unshakable in its structure, which is the church (Matt. 16:18-19; 18:18-20;
Rom. 14:17).
4) The kingdom is unshakable in its constituents, which are the riches of the processed and
consummated Triune God (2 Cor. 13:14).
5) The kingdom is unshakable in its expression, which is the glory of the Triune God, God
expressed in His glory (Rev. 21:10-11).
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« DAY6 »

2. InPsalm 47 we have the God-King ruling over the earth through the city:

a.

b.

C.

In Psalm 46 God is our enjoyment and meets our needs; in Psalm 47 God in Christ is the great
King over all the earth through the city (vv. 2, 6-8).

When the church becomes the city, God will subdue the peoples through the city and rule over
all the earth in Christ as the King.

The church as the city will bring the entire earth under God’s authority and kingship in Christ
(46:10; Matt. 6:9-10; Rev. 11:15).

3. Psalm 48 is about the city of the great King; here we have God in the climactic experience of the
city:

a.

b.

‘When we are built up as a city, God’s greatness will be expressed, and God will be greatly
praised (v. 1).

‘When the church is enlarged, strengthened, and built up, the church is elevated, and that
elevation is Mount Zion (v. 2).

. The built-up church causes the enemies to be dismayed and to hurry off in alarm (vv. 4-5).
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
23:6 house of Jehovah for the length of my days.

26:8 O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, and the place where Your glory abides.

The enjoyment of Christ leads the psalmist to another state of enjoyment—the enjoyment of God in the
house of God (Psa. 25—41). God Himself is enjoyable, and His dwelling place is also enjoyable. Psalm 27:4
says, “One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All the
days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.” The one thing that David
asked from God and sought was to dwell in the house of God to behold His beauty. Psalm 27:4 shows us
that our God is a lovable person with a lovely dwelling. Psalm 36 also tells us that we can be abundantly
satisfied with the fatness, the abundance, of God’s house (v. 8). (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 153-154)

Today’s Reading

The universal God is located in His house—His dwelling place. The Scriptures reveal that God is located!
Outside of Christ, we cannot find God (Col. 2:9). Christ is God’s location, and the address of God is just one
word—Christ. Christ is the street address and the city of God. If we say, “O God, where are You?” He will say,
“I am in Christ.” If we come to Christ, we will meet God. Whenever we call, “Lord Jesus,” we have the sensation
that God is present with us.

We have to realize that God is located! On the one hand, He is not a wandering God, but on the other hand, He
is omnipresent. He is everywhere. Thus, He is the universal God, yet the universal God today is located! The
house in which we live has an address, which indicates that we are located. People can write us letters if they
know our street address and the city in which we live. Because we are located, people can contact us. Today our
God is located. He has an address, and we can contact Him. In Psalms 25—41 we can see the location of God.
This location is also mentioned in the foregoing psalms. The universal God is located in His house, His dwelling
place.

In the Old Testament, both God’s residence in the heavens and His retreat place on Mount Zion in Jerusalem
were physical. But in the New Testament, God’s residence is spiritual. In the New Testament, Christ is the
tabernacle of God and the temple of God (John 1:14; 2:21).

Christ has been enlarged, and the enlarged Christ is the church as God’s enlarged temple. The church as the
enlargement of Christ is God’s enlarged temple, His dwelling place. In 1 Corinthians 3:16 Paul said that the
believers corporately are the temple of God; in Ephesians 2:22 he said that we are being built together into a
spiritual dwelling place of God; and in 1 Timothy 3:15 he said that the church is the house of the living God.
First, God is in Christ. When we call on the name of Christ, we get God. Furthermore, God is in the church. The
church, of course, is not a physical building. We believers are the church.

In Psalm 26:8 the psalmist said, “O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your
glory abides.” To abide means to remain for manifestation. When the people of Israel raised up the tabernacle and
when they built up the temple, the glory of God descended upon the tabernacle and the temple to abide there, to
remain there, to be manifested to the people. The psalmist told the Lord that he loved the habitation of His house
and the place where His glory abode, remained, to be manifested to His people.

We have to say, “O Lord, I love Your church, and Your church is Your habitation. Your church is the place
where Your glory abides to be manifested today.” Psalm 84 expresses the psalmist’s love for the house of God,
which is the kind of love we should have for the church today. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 154, 151-152, 155,
159)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, chs. 5-6

Enlightenment and inspiration

AR -

B A
26 A-2-2uFRBRAAEFHEA AX R U ANl URY 5 T AT
8 BfeldF o A F ROT R > foin e M eTE 2 X o

..
W
K

Iy
e

BANEENES 5|95 — I EZMIRM—EMHNRPEZH(F_A~M—)-
HECEUERMN - HNEMTERUERMN - _+EtROWNR - "E—#F - HEX
HBFLE - HMNBESI K ; ME—E—HEEMEMRRD - IEOIMAIRSE - EthAIERE
KA ¢ KDERGHMEIKW—HE - MEEERERD - BOMAISRSE - 0T
LRMNBRN - BNOWIITEMN (R - WTFRETR) - E-NIBNER - =
TABHEFEN - RIVEERRENIEH - @RPFEE - SHIEE (8)(HRE
miZZ - —)\LE—-HIO0m )-

5 & &
FHINBERTHNR—MtEER - REETHMIEEREMN | EEELU - BT EK
=2 (A2 9) BEE2MA0ER IR — 1 —EE - EEEMitiiEiE
FET - HANIBWR - " - REWPE ? " &R "BEESE ¥ BENEINEEX
B Bk - S3EMNMEK e - HImESHesHIEE -

HMHBGE - wEEREN | —m - A2IRAE ; E5—m| - thEARAE - i
ARE -EitthE2FHNE BSKXXIUFENHEEREN ' BNMAENEFAMI
XIERENZBEREM - AEHERIIFTEAEHASEER®IL - MESELSLHEN] -
EHRNEEEN - AFBEEMIEN - SKENWBIEREH - AR - FRILFIEE
EAgfth - EISE_TAZEN+T—&E - HIAEERMWAYERT - XEFRAERNEAISER
#E - FHINHEBEMNEK - tNEFRE -

EIHAE - HEEXRZ FAVERR - IR MMEREELSBZ U ERIE - BBEVEM -
BEHRAE - HNEFMEERMN - EHAE -  EEEHNKENMAE (A—14 -
~21)-

BEAB TV X MIrANEEMEERS - (FHY KWE - BSEEBNT X - 2
WY KB - MEMMNER - EMAI=E+ATRDIR - BRNEESHIE ; 'YL
BRI _E "+ Ttk - HIIEREE - RAMERENERR ; ERAI=E+A T
W AEEEHNR g - HEREE - HIIEREENS - mESE - ANt -
HTESSE - BRIAAFCEYRNER - BIEEMEZS -
ERR_TAR/N\TSAR - "EBFEWN - HSREAEME - FRHFIEREZA &

"B WEBSFELIEHE - 25 AIEKRE - URIEREREEERN - HA95R
BRERENXEBLE  BEEHRE  FRENRE 0% Ed - SASREE - thE M
Fr{ERYE: - FIMtBYSRIBEREME - £ - @ttEdEL 2% -

HMIwmis - "0 - EERWES - RNBEME2MFRNEL - RNBEMEWSR
HRIZEEMERZA ¢ NTHEMARSAMNEERNE - MRSXENNER
FriZzAMNE (FREMZEEL  —NhOo-—N\t--—h——hA})-

2% SEPHERHMRNEESES - FAEARE -




« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. One thing I have asked from Jehovah; that do I seek: to dwell in the house of Jehovah all the
27:4 days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire in His temple.
36:8-9 They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, and You cause them to drink of the river of
Your pleasures. For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.

David said that he sought to dwell in the house of God all the days of his life (Psa. 27:4-6).

In Psalm 27:4 David said that he desired to behold the beauty of Jehovah in His house. The Hebrew word
for beauty implies loveliness, pleasantness, and delightfulness. When we are beholding God’s beauty, we are
in a very pleasant atmosphere. Second Corinthians 3:18 says that we can have an unveiled face to behold the
glorious face of the Lord in glory. In our time with the Lord in the morning, it is best to have short prayers
with a number of “selahs” so that we can behold the Lord, look at the Lord.

The psalmist also inquired of God in His temple (Psa. 27:4b). This means that we can check with God
about everything in our daily life. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 160)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 34:8 says, “Taste and see that Jehovah is good.” I did not see before that this verse is in the portion of
the Psalms which reveals the enjoyment of God in God’s house. This kind of tasting and seeing must be in the
house of God. God is in His house. If we are not in His house, how can we taste Him and see Him? We taste and
see that God is good in His house, that is, in Christ, in the church, and eventually in the New Jerusalem.

Psalm 36:8 says that those who enjoy the riches in God’s house are saturated with the fatness (the abundance,
the riches) of God’s house. God’s house is full of the riches of God, the fatness. I have been in this house for over
sixty years, and I have enjoyed many riches.

Psalm 36:8 also says that we can drink of the river of God’s pleasures—not just one kind of pleasure, but
many pleasures. In God’s house, there is a river. The end of the Bible reveals that there is a river flowing in the
New Jerusalem, the holy city, and that river spirals from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the whole
city (Rev. 22:1).

In God’s house, we also share of the fountain of the life of God (Psa. 36:9a). Psalm 36 speaks of the river of
God’s pleasures and of the fountain of life. In the New Jerusalem, the tree of life is growing in the river of water
of life. Thus, the fountain of life in Psalm 36 implies the tree of life growing in the river of the life of God.

Psalm 36:9b says, “In Your light we see light.” Thus, in the house of God, we enjoy the river of life, the tree of
life, and the light of life. These three things are strongly stressed in the New Jerusalem. Revelation 21 and 22
reveal that the light of the New Jerusalem is God in Christ. Christ is the lamp (Rev. 21:23), and God is the light
in the lamp (22:5). The lamp with the light is in the New Jerusalem. This shows us again that God is located. God
is located in Christ, and Christ is located in the New Jerusalem, where the Triune God will be the light. In that
light, we see light.

It is amazing that in the ancient time, the psalmist, David, could utter such wonderful things in Psalm 36
according to the revelation of the Spirit, not according to his human, natural concept. Psalm 36 reveals the fatness
for us to be saturated, the river of life for us to drink, the tree of life for us to share, and the light of life for our
living and walking.

This is the enjoyment of God in His house, which is Christ, the church, and the New Jerusalem. Our God is
located in these three persons: in Christ, in the church as a corporate person, and in the New Jerusalem as a
corporate person. In these three persons, we can enjoy the located God as the fatness to saturate us, the river of
life to quench our thirst, to satisfy us; the tree of life to feed us; and the light of life to enlighten us. (Life-study of
the Psalms, pp. 162-164)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 12; God’s New Testament Economy, ch. 43
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Dan. You were watching until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its feet
2:34-35 ofiron and clay and crushed them...And the stone that struck the image became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth.

Psalm 50:2 says, “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.” Just as the shining of the sun
is a dispensing of the sun’s goodness, so the shining forth of God out of His house is a dispensing of His
goodness. Under such a shining, such a dispensing, we enjoy God in Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, p.
281)

Today’s Reading

In my opinion, Psalm 45 is the greatest and highest psalm concerning Christ. In this psalm Christ, typified by
Solomon, is unveiled and praised as the King. Immediately afterward, Psalm 46 goes on to speak not of the house
but of the city. The house is a place of dwelling, but a city is a kingdom for ruling. As the One unveiled as the
King in Psalm 45, Christ needs a city in which to rule and reign, and we see this city in Psalm 46. We may enjoy
Christ as the King, and this King reigns in the city, which is His kingdom.

The Christ we enjoy in Psalm 23 is the Shepherd, the One who is shepherding us into the house of God, the
local church. Eventually, when we are built up, strengthened, and enlarged, the church becomes the city, the
kingdom of God, where the King rules and reigns.

The Psalms indicate that we first need to experience Christ. Then Christ will lead us to the local church to
enjoy God. As the house, the church is God’s home, the place of His dwelling. As the city, the church is God’s
kingdom, the place of His ruling. When the church, the house, is enlarged it becomes the city—the kingdom for
God’s ruling and reigning. In the church as the house, we enjoy God in the aspect of His dwelling. In the church
as the city, we enjoy God in the aspect of His ruling and reigning. This is the enjoyment of God in Christ in the
church and in the churches. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 271, 276)

Daniel 2:35b says, “The stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.” This
increase of the stone into a great mountain signifies the increase of Christ. The fact that Christ can increase is
clearly revealed in John 3. Referring to Christ, verse 30 says, “He must increase.” The increase in this verse is the
bride spoken of in verse 29: “He who has the bride is the bridegroom.” Christ, therefore, has an increase, and this
increase is His bride. Just as Eve was the increase of Adam, the bride is the increase of Christ as the Bridegroom.

The church today is Christ’s increase in life, but the eternal kingdom of God is Christ’s increase in
administration. In life Christ increases to become the church; in administration Christ increases to become the
eternal kingdom of God. Hence, Christ is not only the church but also the kingdom of God. Both the church and
the kingdom are His increase. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 18)

In order to understand the relationship between the house and the city in the New Testament, we need to realize
that the church is the enlargement of Christ and the increase of Christ. All the believers are parts of Christ and
members of Christ. All these parts put together are the increase of Christ. The church, therefore, is the fullness of
Christ (Eph. 1:22-23) because Christ has been increased and enlarged into so many members. The first step of the
enlargement of Christ is the church as the house. The second step of this enlargement is also the church, not as the
house but as the city. The church as the house must be enlarged to be the church as the city. Eventually, the whole
church becomes the city. Because the temple has become the city, Revelation 21:22 tells us that there is no temple
in the city of New Jerusalem. The city is the tabernacle, the dwelling place (Rev. 21:2-3). Hence, the city is the
enlargement of the temple, the development of the house, to the uttermost. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2454)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 7; Life-study of Daniel, msg.
3; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 230
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
3:4
1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead,
that He Himself might have the first place in all things.

Christ as life is signified by the church as the house. I realize that so many of us have partaken of the
enjoyment of Christ as our life. But Christ is not only this much, He is more. The New Testament first tells
us that Christ is our life, but eventually it says that Christ is our Head and we are His Body. The Body needs
the Head, and the Head needs the Body. Christ is not only our life, but He is also our Head. If we only
experience Christ as life, yet do not realize Him much as our Head, we only have the church as the house.
There is not the city yet. When we realize that Christ is not only our life, but also our Head, then Christ will
have the second step of enlargement. Then the church will not only be the house, but also the city. The house
is mainly with the life, and the city is mainly with the Head. (The Recovery of God’s House and God'’s City,
p. 74)

Today’s Reading

In the last two chapters of the Bible, there is a city with a throne. Out of the throne proceeds the river of life
with the tree of life growing on either side. Out of the throne proceeds life! There is the throne, and there is life.
We know what the life is, but what is the throne? This is the headship, the authority, the kingship, and the
lordship of Christ....The enjoyment of Christ as life is comparatively easy to experience, but to realize the
headship of Christ is not so easy. There are some who know a little of Christ as life, but they know nothing of the
headship of Christ. The New Testament tells us clearly that Christ is both our life and our Head. The Gospel of
John speaks of Christ as life, and the Epistles, especially Colossians, tell us that Christ is also our Head. He is not
only our life, but also our Head.

We must keep in mind that Christ is these two main items to us: our life and our Head. When we realize and
enjoy Christ as our life, we have the church as the house. But if we go further and realize His headship, the
church will be enlarged to the city. Then the church will be safeguarded. It is much easier to capture a house than
to take over a city. It is easy to break into a house, but it is not easy to get through the walls of the city. The city
is the safeguard of the house.

If I have realized the headship of my Lord, whether I am happy with the other saints or not, I am simply one
with them; I have no choice. I am not only in His life, but also under His headship. I see the headship, and I am
under it. The real building of the city is to help all the brothers and sisters to realize the headship of Christ. (The
Recovery of God’s House and God’s City, pp. 74-76)

Now we know that the city of God is the church strengthened, built up, and enlarged. In Psalms 46 through 48
the church has become the city over which God rules and from which God reigns. It is not just the house for the
Father’s home but also the city for God’s rule in His kingdom. The city of God is the enlarged, strengthened, and
built-up church as the ruling center of God in His kingdom. It is in this city that we have the river. The picture
here corresponds to that of the New Jerusalem found in Revelation 21 and 22. In those chapters we also see a city
with a flowing river. Here we have a river with many streams to gladden the city. (Christ and the Church
Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 88)

God is our refuge, strength, and a help in distress; He is most readily found (Psa. 46:1). God is all this to us in
the city. Therefore, even though the earth changes and the mountains slip into the heart of the sea, we will not fear
(v. 2). (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 272)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 8; The Recovery of God'’s
House and God’s City, ch. 8
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the
46:4-5 Most High. God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved...
Heb. Therefore receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us have grace, through which we may serve
12:28 God well-pleasingly with piety and fear.

“There is a river” [Psa. 46:4]. There are seas in verse 2. The seas are in the earth, but in the city there is a
river “whose streams gladden the city of God.” This river signifies the flowing of God Himself as life to us;
it signifies the river of life, which is mentioned in Revelation 22. The river of life is nothing less than God
Himself in Christ as the Spirit to be our life. The streams of this river gladden the city of God.

We are so very happy because of this river, this flow of the divine life. If we did not have the flow of life,
we would be shriveled and withered. Our joy would be gone; there would be no gladness. We are the most
joyful people because in the city, in the church, we have a flow of living water—not just a trickle but a river.
(Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 88-89)

Today’s Reading

[In Psalm 46:5] the city, which cannot be moved, is the unshakable kingdom (Heb. 12:28), which is Christ
Himself with His enlargement, His increase (Dan. 2:34-35, 44, and footnote 3, par. 2, on v. 35). (Psa. 46:5,
footnote 1)

Hebrews 12:28 reveals that God’s kingdom is unshakable as God Himself is. The kingdom is unshakable in its
substance, foundation, structure, constituents, and expression.

The kingdom is unshakable in its substance, which is God. In the existing substance of the kingdom, actually it
is God Himself exercised and expressed in His power with His glory for His divine administration.

The kingdom is also unshakable in its foundation, which is Christ. The earth and the heavens are shakable.
Only the Lord and the things which come out of Him will remain forever (Heb. 12:27; 1:11; 13:8). This means
that the kingdom which we are receiving has come out of the Lord Himself.

The kingdom is actually the Lord Himself as the kingship within us....Daniel 2:44, referring to the toes of the
image, says, “In the days of those kings the God of the heavens will raise up a kingdom which will never be
destroyed, and its reign will not be left to another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms; and it
will stand forever.” Verse 45 also speaks of the stone, saying, “Out of the mountain a stone was cut without
hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold.” These verses indicate that the
stone, which is Christ, will eventually become a great mountain filling the whole earth. This great mountain is the
coming kingdom. Hence, the unshakable kingdom which we are receiving is Christ with His enlargement.

The kingdom is unshakable in its structure, which is the church. The church is the enlargement of Christ
constituted of the riches of what Christ is, and today such a church is the reality of the kingdom of God (Rom.
14:17). Hence, the structure of this divine kingdom is unshakable, as the unshakable divine life of Christ is.

God’s kingdom is unshakable in its constituents. These constituents are all the riches of the processed and
consummated Triune God. Since the structure of the kingdom is the divine structure of the church, which is the
enlargement of Christ, the embodiment of the processed Triune God, its constituents are also the constituents of
the church, which is the expression of the unshakable Christ.

Finally, the kingdom is unshakable in its expression, which is the glory of the Triune God, the very God
Himself expressed in His glory. Such an expression nothing can shake, and it will remain and stand as the very
God expressed forever. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2662-2664)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 22; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 253

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. For Jehovah Most High is awesome: a great King over all the earth.
47:2
48:1-2 Great is Jehovah, and much to be praised in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.
Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city
of the great King.

Psalm 47 is a continuation to Psalm 46. In Psalm 46 God is our enjoyment, meeting our needs in the
needful hours. Then Psalm 47 continues by telling us that this very God who meets our needs in the city will
be, in Christ, the King over all the earth through the city, the strengthened and enlarged church. Verse |
says, “Clap your hands, all you peoples; / Shout to God with the voice of a triumphant sound.” When the
church is truly enlarged as a city, in which we enjoy God as our everything, we will surely clap our
hands...[and] shout unto God with the voice of a triumphant sound! Christians today remain so silent in their
services because they are not in the proper church life, because they do not have God as their enjoyment in
their needs, because they are short of God in their experiences through the proper church life. (Christ and
the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 90)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 47:2 and 3 say, “Jehovah Most High is.../ A great King over all the earth. / He subdues peoples under
us, / And nations under our feet.” These are all God’s doings in Christ through the city, the enlarged church.
When the church is enlarged as a city, God will subdue the peoples through the city and rule over all the earth in
Christ as a great King. Without such a church it would be difficult for God to accomplish this. It is the church
enlarged as a city that will bring the entire earth under God’s authority and kingship in Christ.

The church must be built up as a city so that God may have a base on the earth for His move. It is through the
strengthened and enlarged church that God in Christ is praised and exalted as the King of all the earth, reigning
over all the nations.

Now we come to Psalm 48. “Great is Jehovah, / And much to be praised / In the city of our God” (v. 1). Here
we reach the climax of the city. Only in the city, only in the strong and enlarged church, could God be great and
greatly praised. Do you think that God could be so great among two or three meeting together in a home? Could
God be greatly praised in such a situation? Yes, God will be great, but in a pitiful way. If we would have God
greatly manifested, we need a strong church, a city. Two or three persons meeting together are not a city, and you
could hardly call them a house. They are a meager group, a poor free group. How could God be great, and how
could God be greatly praised? We need to be a city. We need to be strengthened, enlarged, and built up as a city.
Then God’s greatness will be expressed.

Verse 2 says, “Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The
city of the great King.” When the church is strengthened, enlarged, and built up as a city, there is an elevation in
the earth. The church is elevated, and that elevation is the beauty of the church. Beautiful in elevation is Mount
Zion. Such a church, such a city, is the joy of the whole earth. It is in this city that God is the great King, and this
great King is God in Christ—Christ Himself. In the house He is the great Father, but in the city He is the great
King. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 90-91)

“Behold, the kings have assembled themselves; / They passed by together. / They saw; therefore they were
astounded. / They were dismayed; they hurried off in alarm” (vv. 4-5). The kings here are the enemies, who are
astounded and dismayed at seeing the city and who hurry off in alarm. They are seized by trembling and writhing,
like that of a woman in labor (v. 6).

“As we have heard, / So we have seen / In the city of Jehovah of hosts, / In the city of our God. / God will
establish her forever” (v. 8). God will establish the city forever. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 274-275)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 54; Life-study of Daniel, msg. 13

Enlightenment and inspiration
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« WEEK 8 — HYMN

Hymns, #1223

O walk about, walk about Zion,
Go round about her in love.

O walk about, walk about Zion
And count the towers thereof.

O set your heart on her bulwarks,
O set your heart on her walls,

O set your heart on her bulwarks,
Consider her palaces.

In elevation how beauteous,
The joy of all the earth!

In elevation how beauteous
Is Zion, that city of worth!

O there is a river in Zion

That flows so deep and so broad.
O how the streams of that river
Make glad the city of God!

Praise waiteth for Thee, Lord, in Zion,
Praise waiteth, O God, for Thee,
Praise waiteth for Thee, Lord, in Zion,
For Zion is filled with Thee.

How great the Lord is in Zion,
How greatly to be praised,
How great He is in that city
Which over the earth is raised.

O bless the Lord out of Zion,
O let His praises swell,

O bless the Lord out of Zion,
Ye who in Jerusalem dwell.

The Lord bless thee out of Zion,
The Lord bless thee o’er and o’er!
The Lord bless thee out of Zion
With life for evermore!

Behold how good and how pleasant
With all the brethren to be!

Behold how good and how pleasant
To dwell in unity!

O tell it to all generations,

O tell it to all who will come,

O tell it to all generations,

The Spirit and Bride say, “Come!”
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WEEK 9 — OUTLINE

Repentance and Confession with God’s Forgiveness for His Building

Scripture Reading: Psa. 51

DAY 1 »

I. Psalm 51 was composed after David’s great sin in murdering Uriah and robbing him of his wife and

II.

1.

after David was rebuked by the prophet Nathan; Psalm 51 is David’s psalm of repentance (2 Sam.
11:1—12:14):

A. First, there were transgression and repentance plus forgiveness; after that, there was Solomon (12:24),

the one who built God’s temple.

B. Thus, God’s forgiveness “married” David’s transgression and repentance, and this marriage brought
forth the man named Solomon, who built the temple of God; Solomon is a type of Christ and of those
who experience Christ to be one with Him:

1. The name Solomon means “peaceful” (v. 24; 1 Chron. 22:9), but Solomon has another name,
Jedidiah (2 Sam. 12:25), which means “beloved of the Lord.”
2. Solomon built the temple of God in the kingdom (1 Kings 6:1-2) and spoke the word of wisdom

(10:23-24; Matt. 12:42); today we can be one with Christ to prophesy by speaking Him forth as the

word of wisdom for the building up of the church as the temple of God (1 Cor. 12:8; 14:4b; cf.
3:12a, 16-17).
C. The building up of God’s temple, the church consummating in the New Jerusalem, comes from man’s
transgression and repentance plus God’s forgiveness (Matt. 1:6; Psa. 51:18):
« DAY 2 »

1. Confessing our sins in the divine light for God’s forgiveness is the way to drink Christ as the living

water for us to become the New Jerusalem (John 4:14-18; cf. Num. 21:16-18).

2. Confessing our sins in the divine light for God’s forgiveness is the way to keep ourselves in the
fellowship of life for our growth in life unto the maturity in life (I John 1:2-3, 5-9; Acts 24:16).

3. Receiving the forgiveness of sins issues in our fearing God and loving God (Psa. 130:4; Luke
7:47-50).

4. Ministering Christ as the sin-dealing life to the saints kills the germs, destroys the problems, and

maintains the oneness of the Spirit (John 8:1-11; 1 John 5:16; Rom. 2:4b; Lev. 10:17; Gal. 6:1; Psa.

51:13).
« DAY 3 & DAY 4 »
Like David, we need to stay in the presence of God to have a thorough and genuine repentance and
confession to receive a full forgiveness from God (v. 2; Acts 24:16):
A. The verbs used by David in Psalm 51—blot out (vv. 1, 9), wash (vv. 2, 7), cleanse (v. 2), and purge
(v. 7)—indicate that his repentance and confession were thorough and that his asking for forgiveness
was genuine.

B. Since the Lord knows the record of our sinful doings, it is best for us to ask Him to rid us of that record

by confessing (1 John 1:9):

1. The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us all the time, continuously and constantly, from every sin (v.

7).
2. Once God forgives us, He erases our sins from His memory and remembers them no longer (Heb.
8:12; Psa. 103:12).

C. After such a thorough and fine confession, we will be filled with the Spirit essentially and economically

to make us buoyant and bold in our God to speak the gospel of God (1 Thes. 2:2, 4; Acts 26:18).

David confessed that he was born in sin, and he pleaded with God to blot out his transgressions, wash
him thoroughly from his iniquity, cleanse him from his sin, and purge his sin with hyssop (Psa. 51:1-2,

5,7, 95 cf. 1 John 1:8-10):

A. To pray in this way indicates that we have no trust in ourselves.

B. Hyssop typifies Christ in His humble and humiliated human nature (1 Kings 4:33a; Exo. 12:22a),
implying Christ as the Mediator and the sacrifice (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 10:9-10).
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Iv.

VL

VIL

VIIIL.

David asked God to create in him a clean (pure) heart and to renew a steadfast spirit within him (Psa.

51:10):

A. We need a pure heart in seeking only the Lord Himself (Matt. 5:8).

B. By sinning we become old, so we need God’s renewing through the application of His forgiveness (cf.
26:28-29).

« DAYS »

. David asked God not to cast him from His presence (Psa. 51:11):

A. The Spirit is the presence of the Triune God (John 14:17; cf. 1 Cor. 7:40; Heb. 1:9; Isa. 11:2-3).

B. If we have the Lord’s presence, we have wisdom, insight, foresight, and the inner knowledge concerning
things; the Lord’s presence is everything to us; if we lose God’s presence, we lose everything (cf. 1 John
5:6; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph. 4:4).

David asked God to restore to him the gladness of His salvation and to sustain him with a willing

spirit (Psa. 51:8a, 12):

A. TItis by the gladness of God’s salvation that a willing spirit is sustained within us; this is the overcoming
life.

B. We should always have a willing spirit for the things of the Lord and the things of the church (Phil.
2:13).

David asked God to deliver him from the guilt of bloodshed that his tongue might ring forth God’s

righteousness and his mouth might declare God’s praise (Psa. 51:14-15).

« DAY 6 »

David’s repentance and confession issued in his asking for God’s goal—“Do good in Your good

pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem” (v. 18):

A. For the Lord to do good unto Zion is for Him to build up the church, fill the church with His glory, and
grant the church His rich presence with Himself as joy, peace, life, light, security, and every spiritual
blessing (cf. Eph. 1:3).

B. The Lord’s recovery is to build up Zion:

1. The overcomers are today’s Zion in today’s Jerusalem (the church life) (Rev. 12:11).

2. Zion is the high peak, the center, the uplifting, the strengthening, the enriching, the beauty, and the
reality of the church (Psa. 48:2, 11-12; 20:2; 53:6a; 87:2).

3. Although the Lord has the right, the title, to the earth, today the earth is usurped by His enemy; yet
on this usurped earth there is the mountain of Jehovah, Mount Zion, which is absolutely open to the
Lord and absolutely possessed by Him (24:1-3, 7-10; 2:6).

4. The overcomers, who are typified by Zion, are the beachhead through which the Lord will return to
possess the whole earth (Dan. 2:34-35).

C. We need to beseech God to build the walls of the city for our absolute separation unto God and the
protection of the interests of God (cf. Rev. 21:12a, 18a).

D. If we are those who repent, confess our sins, and ask God for His purging, we will have the enjoyment
of God in Christ in the church as His house and in His city as His kingdom (Psa. 51:19).

« HYMN
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« WEEK 9 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. And Jesse begot David the king. And David begot Solomon of her who had been the wife of
1:6 Uriah.
2 Sam. And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife...And she bore a son, and he called his name
12:24-25 Solomon. And Jehovah loved him; and He sent word through Nathan the prophet and called
his name Jedidiah for Jehovah’s sake.

David murdered Uriah and took his wife, Bathsheba. She was the wife of a Hittite, a heathen (2 Sam.
11:3). She was remarried as a result of adultery (2 Sam. 11:26-27).

After David committed murder and adultery, he was rebuked by the prophet Nathan, whom God sent
purposely to condemn him (2 Sam. 12:1-12). After he was condemned, David repented. Psalm 51 is David’s
psalm of repentance. David repented and God forgave (2 Sam. 12:13). There was repentance and there was
forgiveness. Altogether we have three items here: transgression, repentance, and forgiveness. If we put all
three together, the result is Solomon...(2 Sam. 12:24), the one who built God’s temple. Solomon is the result
not only of transgression and repentance, but of transgression, repentance, and God’s forgiveness. Here we
see two marriages. The first was a marriage between David and Bathsheba. The second was a spiritual
marriage, the marriage of David’s transgression and repentance with God’s forgiveness....This marriage
brought forth the man named Solomon who built the temple of God. The church is always built up by this
kind of person, Solomon, the issue of man’s transgression and repentance plus God’s forgiveness.
(Life-study of Matthew, pp. 36-37)

Today’s Reading

After David received God’s forgiveness and the joy of his salvation was restored, he prayed for Zion, for the
building of the walls of Jerusalem, for the strengthening of his kingdom (Psa. 51:18). Eventually, as the result of
God’s forgiveness of his sin, God gave him a son to build the temple of God for God’s presence as the center of
the city of Jerusalem.

I hope the Lord will show you what human words cannot say. If you have been and still are a typically good
person who has never murdered others, who has never transgressed, and who has never needed to repent, then
God does not need to forgive you. If this is the case, then there will never be a Solomon, and the temple of God
will never be built up. As we have seen, the building up of God’s temple comes from man’s transgression and
repentance plus God’s forgiveness.

You should never say, “Let us do evil that good may come.” You must do your best. But no matter how hard
you may try to do everything right in the eyes of the Lord, sooner or later something will happen. Suddenly, you
will murder, take over others, transgress. However, after you transgress, there will be a way for you to repent. If
you repent, God will be ready to forgive you. Then you will beget a son and name him Solomon. The name
Solomon means “peaceful” (2 Sam. 12:24; 1 Chron. 22:9). But Solomon also has another name, “Jedidiah” (2
Sam. 12:25), which means “beloved of the Lord.” To you, Solomon means “peaceful,” but to the Lord, he means
“beloved of the Lord.” This son will be the one who will build up the house of God, today’s church.

You need to be right in the eyes of God all the time....But one day you will do something awful. All the
brothers will shake their heads, unable to believe that you could have done such a thing. Nevertheless, you have
done it! Then you need to read Psalm 51, make it your psalm, and go to the Lord, saying, “Lord, I repent. Against
Thee and only Thee have I done this evil thing. Forgive me.” After this repentance, you will have another
marriage, the marriage of your transgression and repentance with God’s forgiveness. This will bring forth a
Solomon, one who is peaceful to you and beloved of the Lord. This person will build up the church, God’s
temple. At that time you will be very useful in the building up of the church. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 37-38)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 3; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 265
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. ...He gave it [the sin offering] to you to bear the iniquity of the assembly, to make expiation for
10:17 them before Jehovah.
1 John If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
1:9 unrighteousness.
John ...The water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into
4:14 eternal life.

We may know of some saints who have been committing sins and still come to the Lord’s table. What
shall we do? We must remember that Paul’s word in 1 Corinthians 11 tells us to prove ourselves, to test
ourselves for approval. It does not tell us that we have to prove or test others. We should leave others to the
Lord and not be their judge. We should only judge ourselves and not judge others.

If you know that someone has committed some sins, you have to pray for him and learn to minister Christ
as the sin-dealing life to him that he may deal with his sins. The life of Christ is a life that deals with sin, a
sin-dealing life. Firstly, you yourself must be dealt with by enjoying Christ’s sin-dealing life. Then you must
minister such a Christ as the sin-dealing life to others. The book of Leviticus tells us that the priests were to
eat the sin offering in the holy place that they might “bear the iniquity of the assembly, to make expiation for
them before Jehovah” (10:17). As you are enjoying Christ as the sin-dealing life, you must have the capacity
to bear away the iniquity of God’s people. You must learn to minister Christ to the dear ones who are in sin.
(A Timely Word, p. 13)

Today’s Reading

To minister Christ as the sin-dealing life to someone is not to go to him to point out his fault and condemn him.
This will only cause damage. You have to go firstly to soften his hardened heart. A person who sins usually has
his heart hardened (Heb. 3:13). If you are going to minister Christ to him, you have to trust in the Lord that you
may have the grace with the Spirit to soften his hardened heart. You have to soften his heart and warm up his
heart. Then the very Christ as life will be actually, really, and richly ministered to him, and this life, which is the
Spirit, will work within him. You do not need to mention his fault because the life that gets into him as the life
supply will do a lot. If a person has a certain physical sickness, you do not need to mention his disease. If you
minister the proper medication to this sick man, he will get well. I have experienced this in caring for the saints. I
did not talk with the saint about his weakness, fault, or sin, but he was healed. He did not get healed by my word
but by the very Spirit, the life of Christ, ministered into him through me. This is what it means, according to
Leviticus, to bear the iniquity of the people of God. This is the way to get rid of the sins among some saints.

The work to recover the sinful saints takes time. It cannot be quick. You have to be patient....Out of one
hundred saints meeting together, maybe two or three are living in a sinful situation. Since you are enjoying Christ,
you can pick up the burden to take care of one of them. Another brother may have a burden for the same person.
Then you and he can fellowship about this one saint and work together to help him. If you two can work together
for half a year to get this sinful brother recovered, this is a great, great help to the church life. This kind of
ministry is the element for us to maintain the oneness of the Spirit in the church life.

The oneness can only be maintained in love by the Spirit. Criticism only builds up division and destroys the
oneness. We all have to avoid negative talk and learn to take Christ as the sin offering, the sin-dealing life, that we
may have the measure and the capacity with a certain amount of Christ to minister to the sinful saints....This is
not only to bear away the iniquity of the people of God but also to solve the problems of the people of God.
Furthermore, this is a practical way to maintain the oneness of the Spirit among the saints. (4 Timely Word, pp.
13-15)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 14; A Timely Word, ch. 1
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the greatness of
51:1-2 Your compassions blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and from
my sin cleanse me.
7 Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

[Psalm 51] was composed after David’s great sin in murdering Uriah and robbing him of his wife
Bath-sheba and then being rebuked by the prophet Nathan.

In [Psalm 51] David repented and confessed his sins to God....David begged God to blot out his
transgressions, wash him thoroughly from his iniquity, cleanse him from his sin, and purge his sin with
hyssop (vv. 1-2, 7, 9). The verbs used by David—blot out,” “wash,” “cleanse,” and “purge”—indicate that
his repentance and confession were thorough and that his asking for forgiveness was genuine.

In contrast, suppose someone would pray, saying, “God, I know that You are merciful. No matter how
many sins I have committed, I know that You will forgive me.” This kind of confession does not mean
anything. Like David, we need to stay in the presence of God, confessing that we were born in sin and
pleading with Him to wash us and cleanse us, to blot out our transgressions, and to purge our sin. To pray in
this way indicates that we have no trust in ourselves. Realizing that we are sinful and that God is holy, we
trust only in Him. Also, we realize that we need Christ to be our Mediator and our sacrifice. (Life-study of
the Psalms, pp. 282-283)

Today’s Reading

We have to repent and make a thorough confession. Some may say that they were saved years ago and have
already been forgiven of all their sins. I agree with this. However, you cannot say that because you washed your
hands two weeks ago that you do not need to wash your hands anymore....In like manner, you need to make a
thorough confession of all your shortcomings, weaknesses, wrongdoings, and sinfulness to have a conscience
without offense toward God and men (Acts 24:16). Man may not know what you have been doing, but God surely
knows. According to Matthew 12:36-37, every man shall have to render an account in the day of judgment of
every idle word which they speak. It is possible to deceive man, but you cannot deceive God. If we mean business
with Him we need to repent and make a thorough confession.

We all need a private time to confess everything to God. We do not need to be afraid of Him knowing our sins
since He knows them all already. Since He knows the record of all our sinful doings, it is best for us to ask Him
to rid us of that record by confessing.

We need to make a thorough confession, a fine, detailed confession. We need to confess all the small things.
Even if you were unhappy with a brother, you have to confess that unhappiness. If you were unhappy with your
wife, you need the confession of that unhappiness. You have to confess all your sins. Do not go to the Lord in a
rough way. It is not sufficient to tell the Lord, “Lord, You know I am sinful. I don’t have the time to confess
everything, but thank You that You shed Your blood and Your blood washes me.” In order to have a fine
forgiveness, you must make a fine confession, confessing to the Lord in a detailed way. Everyone who has done
this and who does this can testify that after a thorough confession they...have the inward, essential filling of the
Spirit and the outward, economical filling of the Spirit.

There is a hymn which says, “There’s a Man in the glory...How buoyant is He!” (Hymns, #505). If you make
such a thorough confession to the Lord, you will be buoyant for at least three days. If you find yourself becoming
not so buoyant, then make a thorough confession again. We need to confess thoroughly all the time. Before
coming to minister the Word, I always exercise to get myself thoroughly cleansed in the Lord’s precious blood.
This is why I am buoyant in the ministry. When we become buoyant, we go. (The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move, pp. 26-29)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 23; The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move, ch. 2
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. For I do know my transgressions, and my sin is before me continually. Against You and You
51:3-5 alone have I sinned, and I have done what is evil in Your sight...Behold, I was brought forth in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

In Psalm 51:7a David prayed, “Purge my sin with hyssop, and I will be clean.” Hyssop typifies Christ in
His humble and humiliated human nature (1 Kings 4:33a; Exo. 12:22a). In Psalm 51:7a hyssop implies
Christ as the Mediator and the sacrifice.

In verse 10 David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, / And renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
The Hebrew word for “clean” here may also be translated “pure.” David begged God not only to forgive him
and purge him but also to renew him.

By sinning we become old, but after we are forgiven by God we may be renewed. Thus, after we enjoy
God’s forgiveness, we need to ask Him for His renewing. We need to pray that He will give us a pure heart
and a steadfast spirit. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 283)

To confess, as David did here, that we were born in sin indicates that we have no trust in ourselves (cf.
Rom. 7:18; Phil. 3:3). Realizing that we are sinful and God is holy, we trust only in Him. Also, we realize
that we need Christ to be our Mediator and our sacrifice. (Psa. 51:5, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

In the New Testament the Greek word for forgiveness means “causing (it) to leave” and “sending away” (Matt.
12:31; Rom. 4:7; Acts 5:31; 13:38). When God forgives us of our sins, He not only cancels the charges of sin
against us before Him and delivers us from the penalty of His righteousness, but also causes the sins which we
have committed to depart from us. This is because when He made the Lord Jesus an offering for sin on the cross,
He laid all our sins on Him that He might carry them up in His body for us (John 1:29; Isa. 53:6; 1 Pet. 2:24).

Sin came from Satan. Having been deceived by Satan, man allowed sin to come upon him, resulting in a charge
being brought against him before God. God put all our sins on the Lord Jesus that He might bear them all to
suffer God’s punishment for us and cancel the charge against us before Him. Then He gave all our sins back to
Satan that he might carry them himself. Thus, God can forgive us of our sins and cause our sins to leave us (Psa.
103:12).

Therefore, on the one hand, God forgives us of our sins because the Lord’s blood has removed the charges of
sin against us before Him; on the other hand, through the Lord’s offering of Himself as the sin offering, He causes
our sins to depart from us forever.

When God forgives us of our sins, He also forgets our sins (Heb. 8:12). When God forgives us, He not only
exempts us from suffering the penalty of sin and causes our sins to depart from us, but He also forgets our sins.
Once He forgives us, He erases our sins from His memory and remembers them no longer. (7ruth Lessons—Level
One, vol. 3, pp. 119-120)

We need to have a right spirit (Psa. 51:10b—KJV). This does not refer to our spirit being right versus being
wrong. A right spirit is an upright spirit. This means that it can stand as something constant. Some versions say
that this is a steadfast, constant, or firm spirit. An upright spirit is a spirit that is immovable, unshakable,
standing constantly as something firm and steady.

Psalm 51 was the psalm of David for his repentance. He repented that his spirit was not upright. In other
words, his spirit did not stand upright constantly. His spirit was not steady, not firm, so he was able to be
seduced, or tempted, and he fell. In his repentance he prayed that the Lord would let him have an upright spirit, a
constant, firm, steady spirit. In his prayer for restoration, he asked the Lord to renew such a spirit within him. We
always need an upright spirit, which is always steadfast, firm, constant, immovable, and unshakable so that we
can never be tempted, seduced, or misled. (Basic Lessons on Life, p. 150)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 3, Isn. 36
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Let me hear gladness and joy, that the bones which You have broken may exult. Hide Your
51:8-13 face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from Your presence, and do not take the
Spirit of Your holiness away from me. Restore to me the gladness of Your salvation, and
sustain me with a willing spirit. I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will turn
back to You.

The secret of Israel’s defeat at Ai was that they had lost God’s presence and were no longer one with God.
After this defeat Joshua learned the lesson of staying with the Lord before the Ark (Josh. 7:6a). Eventually,
the Lord came in to speak to him and to tell him what to do (vv. 10-15). The spiritual lesson to be learned
from this account is that we, the people of God, should always be one with our God, who is not only among
us but also in us, making us men with God—God-men. As God-men, we should practice being one with the
Lord, walking with Him, living with Him, and having our entire being with Him (Rom. 8:4; 2 Cor. 2:10;
Gal. 5:16, 25). This is the way to walk as a Christian, to fight as a child of God, and to build up the Body of
Christ. If we have the Lord’s presence, we have wisdom, insight, foresight, and the inner knowledge
concerning things. The Lord’s presence is everything to us. (Josh. 7:4, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

In Psalm 51:11 David continued, “Do not cast me from Your presence, / And do not take the Spirit of Your
holiness away from me.” We need a new heart and a steadfast spirit, and we also need God’s presence. If we lose
God’s presence, we lose everything. God’s presence is actually the Spirit. When the Spirit is away, God’s
presence also is gone.

In verse 8a David prayed, “Let me hear gladness and joy,” and in verse 12 he asked, “Restore to me the
gladness of Your salvation, / And sustain me with a willing spirit.” Here we see a connection between gladness
and willingness of spirit. When we are happy, we also have a willing spirit. This is the overcoming life. A
defeated person, on the contrary, is unhappy and does not have a willing spirit. If such a defeated one confesses
his sin and asks God for His forgiveness, he will have the gladness of God’s salvation and will also have a willing
spirit. It is by the gladness of God’s salvation that a willing spirit is sustained within us.

Finally, in verses 14 and 15 David begged God to deliver him from the guilt of bloodshed that his tongue may
ring forth His righteousness and his mouth may declare His praise. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 283-284)

In David’s repentance and confession, he prayed that God would give him a willing spirit. David connected the
willing spirit with the joy, or gladness, of salvation. He asked the Lord to restore unto him the joy of salvation and
sustain him with a willing spirit. A willing spirit depends upon the joy of salvation. When we have the joy of
salvation, we spontaneously will have a willing spirit to go along with the Lord. What the Lord wants, what the
Lord desires, what the Lord asks of us, we will have a willing spirit to answer, to obey. This willing spirit always
come from our rejoicing, our joyful spirit. We need the joy of salvation.

No doubt, in David’s fall he lost the joy of his salvation. Now he was repenting, so he asked that God would
restore unto him the joy of salvation. That means God would bring him back to the enjoyment of salvation. Then
from this enjoyment and this joy, he could have a willing spirit. A willing spirit is an issue of his being happy and
joyful in the Lord. Romans 14:17 says, “The kingdom of God is...righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.” When we have joy in God’s Spirit, our spirit will be willing. We will have a willing spirit to fellowship
with the Lord, to worship Him, and to pray. Whatever can please the Lord, we will be happy to do. This means
we have a willing spirit. (Basic Lessons on Life, pp. 150-151)

Further Reading: Basic Lessons on Life, Isn. 19
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« WEEK 9 —DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not
51:17-19 despise. Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You
will delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then they will offer bulls upon Your altar.

In Psalm 51:17a David said that the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. In other words, in God’s eyes a
broken spirit is more precious than sacrifices. In the second part of verse 17 David said that God would not
despise a broken and contrite heart. A broken spirit is a spirit that repents, that feels very sorrowful for any
sinfulness. In other words, a broken spirit is a real repenting spirit.

To be broken means to not be whole. Here it does not mean to be broken into pieces. It means that you do
not consider yourself so perfect or complete. If you consider that you are perfect and complete, you would
not repent or confess your weaknesses and your failures. When your spirit is repenting, your spirit is broken,
contrite, and feeling sorrowful. After sinning, many would not have a broken spirit. Instead, they would have
a spirit that is stubbornly whole. Because they feel that they are perfect and complete, they would not repent.
They would not confess. We should not be like this. We should have a spirit which is always broken.

Even if we do not feel that we have sinned, we still need a broken spirit. Even if we have not sinned in a
great way, we still could be wrong in a small way. In our words, our attitude, our thoughts, our feelings, and
our talk with others, many times we are wrong, even unconsciously. So we always need to keep a broken
spirit. Do not consider yourself as being whole, complete, and perfect. No one is perfect, so we always need
a broken spirit to repent and confess. (Basic Lessons on Life, p. 151)

Today’s Reading

[Psalm 51:18-19 signifies] the participation in the enjoyment of God in the local church as God’s house, God’s
dwelling, and in the universal church as God’s city, God’s kingdom, through the all-inclusive Christ as the
offerings. If we are those who repent, confess our sins, and ask God for His purging (1 John 1:9), we will have
the enjoyment of God in Christ in His house, the local church, and in His city, the universal church. This
enjoyment, as the “good” mentioned here, includes God’s building up the church, His filling the church with His
glory, and His granting the church His rich presence with Himself as joy, peace, life, light, security, and every
spiritual blessing (cf. Eph. 1:3). (Psa. 51:18, footnote 1)

Today in the church age, the God-men who were perfected and matured are Zion, the overcomers, the vital
groups within the churches. But in the new heaven and new earth, there will be no more Zion, only Jerusalem,
because all the unqualified saints will have been qualified to be Zion. In other words, the entire New Jerusalem
will become Zion. What is Zion? Zion is the very spot where God is, that is, the Holy of Holies. In Revelation 21
there is a sign signifying that the New Jerusalem will be the Holy of Holies. Its dimensions are the dimensions of a
cube, twelve thousand stadia long, twelve thousand stadia wide, and twelve thousand stadia high (v. 16). That is
the Holy of Holies, because the Holy of Holies in the Old Testament in both the tabernacle and the temple was a
cube, equal in length, breadth, and height (Exo. 26:2-8; 1 Kings 6:20).

There is no other way to reach this high peak except by praying. It is more than evident that Jerusalem is here
as a big realm of Christians, but where is Zion, the overcomers? In the book of Revelation what the Lord wants
and what the Lord will build up is Zion, the overcomers. The overcomers are the very Zion, where God is. This is
the intrinsic reality of the spiritual revelation in the holy Word of God. We have to realize what the Lord’s
recovery is. The Lord’s recovery is to build up Zion. (The Practical Points concerning Blending, pp. 45-46)

Further Reading: The Practical Points concerning Blending, ch. 5; Christ and the Church Revealed and
Typified in the Psalms, ch. 9; The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 11, pp. 761-763
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« WEEK 9 — HYMN

Hymns, #280

Lord, may Thy blood now cleanse me,

Wash all my sins away,
That with Thy Holy Spirit

Thou may anoint, I pray.
My service, I confess, Lord,

Is failure-full and weak;
The filling of Thy Spirit

To live for Thee I seek.

Oh, from myself deliver,
From all its misery;

I’d henceforth be forever
Completely filled with Thee.

Oh, Lord, how dry my heart is,
It yearns and pants for Thee;
The filling of Thy Spirit
Is now my fervent plea.
Within the smitten Rock, Lord,
I would entirely hide;
Pour thru Thy living water,
Till I am satisfied.

How cold my heart has been, Lord,
How slow obeying Thee;

So fill me with Thy Spirit,
I’ll ne’er rebellious be.

I lie upon Thy altar
And dare not move away;

Oh, may Thy flame descending
Consume my all, I pray.

Oh, may Thy Cross within me
Deepen its work and burn,
In me enlarge Thy measure,
And me to ashes turn.
Oh, may Thy Spirit fill me
Each day more than before,
And may Thy living water
On me and thru me pour.
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WEEK 10 — OUTLINE

Christ as the Center of God’s Move on the Earth
Scripture Reading: Psa. 68

DAY 1 »
1. Psalm 68 reveals God’s move on the earth:

A. God’s move began after the rearing up of the tabernacle with the Ark, signifying Christ incarnated to be
the dwelling place of God on the earth, with Himself as the center for God’s move in His economy (v. 1;
John 1:14a; Num. 9:15a).

B. God’s move in the tabernacle with the Ark from Mount Sinai (Psa. 68:8b, 17b) through the wilderness
(vv. 4b, 7b) to Mount Zion (v. 16) was a type of His move in Christ from the incarnation to the
ascension (John 1:17; Eph. 4:8-10).

C. God is still moving on this earth in and through the church, and He is moving with Christ as the center
of the church (1 Tim. 3:15-16; Psa. 68:4, 7).

D. God’s move in man is to deify man, making man the same as He is in life and in nature but not in the
Godhead (1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:10, 6, 11).

« DAY2 »
II. Psalm 68 reveals God’s victory in Christ as the center, typified by the Ark:

A. “Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; / And let those who hate Him flee before Him”—wherever
the Ark, a type of Christ, went, the victory was won (v. 1; Num. 10:35).

B. “The kings of the armies flee. / They flee!”—these kings, who were defeated and scattered, typify Satan
and the rulers, the rebellious angels (Psa. 68:12a, 14; Eph. 6:12).

C. “The Lord gives the command; / The women who bear the glad tidings are a great host”—these women
of Israel signify the weak ones who publish the gospel (Psa. 68:11).

D. “She who abides at home / Divides the spoil”—the spoil signifies all the gains of the accomplishment,
consummation, attainment, and obtainment of Christ as the reapings of the victory of His death,
resurrection, and ascension (v. 12b).

E. “Though you lie among the sheepfolds”—lying among the sheepfolds signifies resting in God’s
provision and care for His elect (v. 13a).

F. “There are dove wings covered with silver, / And its pinions, with greenish-yellow gold”—this verse
reveals four items among the spoil (v. 13b):

1. The dove wings signify the moving power of the Spirit.

2. Silver signifies Christ in His redemption for our justification, which is indicated by the color white,
the color of approval.

3. Pinions (the feathers at the end of a bird’s wings giving it the strength to fly and soar) signify the
flying and soaring power of the Spirit (Isa. 40:31).

4. The greenish-yellow, glittering gold with which the pinions are covered signifies God’s nature
glittering in the divine life and glory (2 Pet. 1:4; cf. John 4:24; 1 John 4:8; 1:5).

5. The contents of the above four items, as Christ’s spoil in His victory for the enjoyment of God’s
elect, are actually the Triune God with all the items of His complete, full, and all-inclusive salvation
(cf. Rom. 5:10, 17, 21).

6. God’s elect enjoy all the above items as their portion in Christ and announce them to others as the
glad tidings (Psa. 68:11).

« DAY 3 »
III. Psalm 68 reveals Christ’s ascension:

A. “You have ascended on high”—this refers to the highest peak in the universe (v. 18; Eph. 4:8a; cf. Isa.
14:13).

B. “You have led captive those taken captive” (Psa. 68:18):
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1. Those taken captive refers to the redeemed saints, who were taken captive by Satan and imprisoned
before being saved by Christ’s death and resurrection.

2. Christ defeated Satan and captured his captives (including us); then like a general leading his
captives, Christ in His ascension to the heavens led us to the Father (cf. 2 Cor. 2:12-14).

3. The Amplified New Testament renders “He led captive those taken captive” in Ephesians 4:8 as
“He led a train of vanquished foes™; in Christ’s ascension there was a procession of these
vanquished foes, led as captives from a war, for the celebration of Christ’s victory.

IV. Psalm 68 reveals Christ’s receiving the gifts:
A. “You have received gifts among men, / Even the rebellious ones also”—we have been captured by
Christ, presented by Christ to the Father, and then given to Christ by the Father as gifts (v. 18).
B. The gifts received by Christ have become the gifted believers, whom He gave to His Body for its
building up (Eph. 4:7-12).
V. Psalm 68 reveals the building up of the dwelling place of God:
A. “That Jehovah God may dwell among them”—the gifts as the gifted persons, the believers in Christ, are

built together to be the dwelling place for God; this dwelling place signifies the church, the Body of
Christ (v. 18; Eph. 4:11-12).

B. “A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation. / God causes the
solitary to dwell in a household; / He brings the prisoners forth into prosperity”—God’s dwelling place
is also the habitation of the believers (the needy, the solitary, and the bound ones) (Psa. 68:5-6a; Eph.
2:22).

C. The “mountain on which God desires to dwell” (Psa. 68:15-16) is Mount Zion, the highest peak in the
universe (cf. Rev. 14:1).

« DAY4 »
VI. Psalm 68 reveals the enjoyment of God in His house:

A. The enjoyment of God in His house comes after the building up of His dwelling place, the church (v.
18).

B. “Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good; / God is our salvation. Selah”—the good
here is the Triune God—the dove wings covered with silver and its pinions covered with
greenish-yellow, glittering gold (vv. 19, 13; Rom. 8:28; Matt. 19:17; Phil. 1:19-21a).

C. “God is to us / A God of deliverance, / And with Jehovah the Lord / Are the goings forth even from
death”—when we enjoy God as our saving life, we escape death (Psa. 68:20; Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 1:8-9;
4:16).

D. In God’s house we also enjoy His victory over the enemies (Psa. 68:21-23; Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:20).
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« DAY 5 »

VII. Psalm 68 reveals the praising of God according to His New Testament economy:

A. “They have seen Your goings, O God, / The goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary”—they refers
B.

C.

to the enemies, goings refers to God’s activities, and the sanctuary signifies the church (v. 24).
“Singers go before; players after; / In the midst of virgins sounding the tambourines”—uvirgins signifies
the believers (v. 25; 2 Cor. 11:2; Phil. 4:4).

“Bless God in the congregations, / Even Jehovah, O you who are of the fountain of Israel. / There are
little Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun,
the princes of Naphtali. / Your God has commanded your strength; / Strengthen, O God, that which
You have done for us” (Psa. 68:26-28).

. In the praise rendered to God by His elect, there is portrayed a scenery in typology concerning God’s

New Testament economy in the accomplishment of God’s redemption for His salvation by Christ and in
the spreading of the glad tidings of Christ’s accomplishment with the beautiful words of the gospel:
1. Psalm 68:27 speaks of “little Benjamin”:

a. As the son of sorrows, Ben-oni, Benjamin typifies Christ, who, as the man of sorrows in His
incarnation and human life on earth, accomplished God’s eternal redemption for His full
salvation (Gen. 35:18a; Isa. 53:3).

b. As the son of the right hand, Benjamin typifies Christ, who, as the Son of the right hand of God
in His resurrection, victory, and ascension, ministers in the heavens to carry out the application
of God’s redemption for His salvation (Gen. 35:18b; Heb. 1:3; 5:5-10; 7:25; 8:2).

2. Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Judah™:

a. Judah typifies Christ as the victory for God’s people (the lion with the power and the scepter)
and the peace (Shiloh) to God’s people (Rev. 5:5a; Gen. 49:8-12).

b. Judah reveals the victory of Christ (vv. 8-9), the kingdom of Christ (v. 10), and the enjoyment
and rest in Christ (vv. 11-12).

c. Judah, as the kingly tribe, was accompanied always by Benjamin, as a warrior tribe, for God’s
kingdom on the earth (v. 27; Rom. 5:17).

3. Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Zebulun™:

a. Dwelling at the shore of the sea (Galilee) and being a shore for ships (Gen. 49:13), Zebulun
typifies Christ as the “shore” of the evangelists for the transportation and spreading in the
preaching of God’s gospel.

b. On the day of Pentecost, at least one hundred twenty gospel “ships,” all of whom were
Galileans, set out to spread the gospel (Acts 1:8, 11; 2:2-41).

4. Psalm 68:27 speaks of “the princes of Naphtali”:

a. Naphtali typifies Christ as the One who is released from death in resurrection, signified by the
“hind let loose” (Gen. 49:21; Psa. 22, title; 18:33; S.S. 2:8-9), and gives beautiful words for the
preaching of His gospel (Matt. 28:18-20).

b. People of both Zebulun and Naphtali were men of Galilee (4:12-17; Acts 1:11), from whom the
gospel of Christ has been spread, preached, and propagated.

c. Intypology Zebulun and Naphtali form a group for the spreading and the propagating of the
glad tidings of Christ’s redemption for God’s salvation.

« DAY 6 »

VIII. Psalm 68 reveals the spreading from the temple into the city of God:

A

B.

“Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us. / Because of Your temple at
Jerusalem”—following God’s strengthening of what He has done for His elect, the influence of the
enjoyment of God in His house spreads to the entire city of Jerusalem (vv. 28b-29a; cf. Eph. 3:16-17a;
John 16:13; Rev. 4:5; 5:6).

The house of God signifies the local church, and the city of Jerusalem signifies the kingdom, the
strengthening and safeguard of the church.

IX. Psalm 68 reveals the gaining of the earth for God:

A.

B.

C.

The influence of the enjoyment of God will gain the whole earth for God (vv. 29b-31; Matt. 19:28; Isa.
2:2-3; Zech. 14:16-17; Rev. 21:24).
The kingdoms of the earth are charged to praise God (Psa. 68:32-34).
The psalmist concludes by praising and blessing God (v. 35).
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« WEEK 10— DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Let God arise; let His enemies be scattered; and let those who hate Him flee before Him.

68:1
Num. And when the Ark set out, Moses said, Rise up, O Jehovah, and let Your enemies be scattered;
10:35 and let those who hate You flee before You.

Why was Psalm 68 written, and why was it composed in the way it was? In order to answer this question,
we need to consider the way the psalm begins. Verse 1...is a quotation of Moses’ prayer in Numbers 10:35,
uttered when the Ark of the covenant set out from Mount Sinai.

After Moses brought the children of Israel to Mount Sinai, they stayed there for quite a long time. During
that time, God decreed His law to them through Moses. However, the main thing that happened at that time
was not the decreeing of the law but God’s charging Moses to build the tabernacle with the Ark, the incense
altar, the lampstand, the showbread table, the laver, the altar, and all the utensils. (Life-study of the Psalms,
pp. 316-317)

Today’s Reading

God wanted the children of Israel to build Him a tabernacle so that He could dwell among them and they could
contact Him and even dwell with Him. However, because they were sinful, they needed an altar to take care of
their sins. In addition, they needed the showbread table for spiritual food, the lampstand for spiritual light, and the
incense altar for them to pray to the Lord.

The tabernacle built and erected at Mount Sinai was a type of Christ as the real tabernacle. This real tabernacle
was set up through Christ’s incarnation. John 1:14 tells us that the Word, which is God, became flesh and
tabernacled among us, full of grace and reality. Whereas the tabernacle built up by Israel under Moses was a
type, or a shadow, Jesus Christ, the incarnated God, is the real tabernacle for God’s dwelling on the earth and for
God’s people to contact Him and dwell with Him.

God’s move on earth for His New Testament economy began with the incarnation, with God’s coming as the
Son to be incarnated. The incarnation was the setting up of the real and living tabernacle. Thus, the incarnate
Christ was the real tabernacle in whom God dwelled and through whom He could move on earth.

This move of God in Christ is portrayed in Psalm 68:1-18....The first part of verse 1 says, “Let God arise,”
and God did rise up to move....He moved through the tabernacle. Without the tabernacle, God could not move.
This indicates that God moves in Christ and through Christ. Without Christ, God cannot move on the earth.

Psalm 68 is about God’s move within the tabernacle (typifying Christ) as His dwelling place with the Ark
(typifying Christ) as the center....This move of God began after the rearing up of the tabernacle of the Ark,
signifying Christ incarnated to be the dwelling place of God on the earth with Himself as the center for God’s
move in His economy (John 1:14a; Num. 9:15a). This means that God could move on earth only after He had
established a way—the tabernacle with the Ark—in which He could be with His people and in which they could
contact Him and be with Him. In the Old Testament we have the type, but in the New Testament we have Christ
as the reality of the tabernacle of the Ark.

God’s move within the tabernacle was in the midst of Israel, His elect....This move was from Sinai, signifying
from the law (Psa. 68:8b, 17b), through the wilderness, signifying the earth (vv. 4b, 7b), to Mount Zion, God’s
dwelling place (v. 16), signifying God’s dwelling place in the heavens (Eph. 4:8a)....Today we should triumph and
exult in the move of God on earth, in His move from incarnation to ascension (Life-study of the Psalms, pp.
317-321)

Athanasius, one of the early church fathers, said concerning Christ, “‘He was made man that we might be made
God,” and “The Word was made flesh...that we, partaking of His Spirit, might be deified.” This is the principle of
God’s move on earth. God’s move is in man and through man. God’s move is to deify man, making man God in
life and in nature but not, of course, in the Godhead. (Life-study of Job, p. 129)

Further Reading: Life-study of Job, msg. 24
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« WEEK 10— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. The Lord gives the command; the women who bear the glad tidings are a great host. The
68:11-13 kings of the armies flee. They flee! And she who abides at home divides the spoil. Though you
lie among the sheepfolds, there are dove wings covered with silver, and its pinions, with
greenish-yellow gold.

In Psalm 68:1 we have the prayer of Moses, the representative of God’s elect, for Jehovah to arise and for
His enemies to be scattered (v. 14). The enemies here typify Satan and his forces in the heavenlies (Eph.
6:12). This prayer was actually the aspiration of all God’s elect people....“The kings of the armies flee. /
They flee!” (Psa. 68:12a). These kings, who were defeated and scattered, typify Satan and the rulers (Eph.
6:12)....“The women who bear the glad tidings are a great host” (Psa. 68:11b). These women of Israel
signify the weak ones. As believers today, we are the weak ones, those who cannot do anything except bear,
preach, the glad tidings. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 321-322)

Today’s Reading

“She who abides at home / Divides the spoil” (Psa. 68:12b). The “she” here is collective and refers to the
women in verse 11. To abide at home signifies not to be at work. The spoil signifies all the gains of the
accomplishment, consummation, attainment, and obtainment of Christ as the reapings of the victory of His death,
resurrection, and ascension. This spoil includes dove wings covered with silver and pinions covered with
greenish-yellow gold.

They will divide the spoil even though they lie among the sheepfolds (v. 13a)....Lying among the sheepfolds
signifies resting in God’s provision and care for His elect.

Verse 13b shows us that there are four items among the spoil....The dove wings signify the moving power of
the Spirit....The dove wings are covered with white silver. Silver signifies Christ in His redemption for our
justification, which is indicated by the color white, the color of approval....The pinions are feathers at the end of a
bird’s wings. The pinions give a bird the strength to fly and to soar....[Here they] signify the soaring power of the
Spirit....The greenish-yellow, glittering gold with which the pinions are covered signifies God’s nature glittering in
the divine life and glory.

The contents of the above four items, as Christ’s spoil in His victory for the enjoyment of God’s elect, are
actually the Triune God with all the items of His complete, full, and all-inclusive salvation. “Dove” signifies the
Spirit with His moving and soaring power; “white silver” signifies Christ in His all-inclusive redemption for His
believers’ justification as the entrance into His full salvation; and “greenish-yellow gold” signifies God in His
nature glittering in His life and glory. Both Christ and God are brought in by the Spirit’s power: Christ by the
Spirit’s moving power and God by the Spirit’s soaring power.

Verse 11 indicates that God’s elect enjoy all the above items as their portion in Christ and announce them to
others as the glad tidings. On the one hand, we are the great host of women bearing, preaching, the glad tidings.
On the other hand, we are restfully enjoying our portion in Christ, enjoying the Triune God—the Spirit as the
dove, Christ the Son as the silver, and God the Father as the gold. The Spirit as the dove moves with Christ as the
silver and with God as the gold. While we are preaching the glad tidings, we are enjoying the Triune God as the
spoil gained for us by Christ.

Verse 12 speaks of dividing the spoil. What is this spoil? It is something reaped as the result of fighting a
battle. In His death, resurrection, and ascension, Christ fought the battle, and the spoil reaped by Him has become
our enjoyment. Christ gained some spoil in every step of His fighting; He reaped spoil in His death, in His
resurrection, and in His ascension, at which time, according to Colossians 2, the evil ones tried to hold Him back.
The spoil gained, reaped, by Christ is actually the Triune God. This means that the spoil in verse 12 is the Spirit
as the dove, Christ the Son as the silver, and God the Father as the gold. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 322-323,
316)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 27
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. You have ascended on high; You have led captive those taken captive; You have received gifts
68:18 among men, even the rebellious ones also, that Jehovah God may dwell among them.
Eph. ...“Having ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men.”
4:8

[In Psalm 68:18b] “those taken captive” refers to the believers of Christ. Before we were saved, we were
sinners and enemies of God, and we had been taken captive by Satan and imprisoned. We were “those taken
captive.” But Christ defeated Satan and captured his captives, including us. Then, like a general leading his
captives, Christ in His ascension to the heavens led us to the Father.

Psalm 68 speaks concerning Christ’s ascension (v. 18a; Eph. 4:8a)....“You have ascended on
high”...refers to the highest peak in the universe (cf. Isa. 14:13b)....In His ascension Christ led captive those
taken captive....These ones, the redeemed of Christ, are included in the train of vanquished foes. The
Amplified New Testament renders “He led captive those taken captive” (Eph. 4:8) as “He led a train of
vanquished foes.” In Christ’s ascension there was a procession of these vanquished foes, led as captives from
a war, for a celebration of Christ’s victory....Christ...ascended to the Father leading a train of vanquished
foes. He did not appear before the Father empty-handed but had a great many vanquished foes following
Him. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 323-324)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 68:18 also reveals the matter of Christ receiving the gifts....“You have received gifts among men, / Even
the rebellious ones also” (v. 18b). When Christ ascended to the Father, He presented to the Father all the ones He
had captured and brought with Him. The Father then returned all these captured ones to Christ, making each one
of them a gift to Christ.

We all were held captive by Satan in his prison, but we have been captured by Christ, presented by Christ to
the Father, and then given to Christ by the Father as gifts....The gifts received by Christ have become the gifted
believers, like the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the shepherds and teachers (Eph. 4:11). We should
not believe the lie that we are not a gift or that we have not been gifted. Every saved person is a gifted believer.

The last part of Psalm 68:18 says, “That Jehovah God may dwell among them.” This indicates that Christ uses
all the gifts to build up the dwelling place for God. The dwelling place here signifies the church as God’s
habitation (Eph. 2:22). As Ephesians 4 reveals, all the gifts do the same work of the ministry to build up the Body
of Christ as God’s dwelling place on earth today.

The gifts as the gifted persons, the believers in Christ, are builded together to be the dwelling place for God.
This dwelling place signifies the church, the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12).

“A Father to the orphans and a Judge for the widows / Is God in His holy habitation. / God causes the solitary
to dwell in a household” (Psa. 68:5-6a)....God’s dwelling place is also the habitation of the believers, the needy,
the solitary, and the bound ones. Today we all are the needy ones (the orphans and widows), the bound ones (the
prisoners), and the solitary ones, and the church is our dwelling place. The church is a building that includes such
people.

“O mighty mountain, O mountain of Bashan, / O many-peaked mountain, O mountain of Bashan: / Why do
you look with envy, O many-peaked mountains, / At the mountain on which God desires to dwell? / Indeed
Jehovah will dwell there forever” (vv. 15-16). The “mountain on which God desires to dwell” is Mount Zion. The
dwelling place of God is built on Mount Zion, signifying the highest peak in the universe, the heavens.

The builded church is in the heavens. Whether we are in the heavens or on the earth depends on whether or not
we have been built up.... Whenever the saints in a locality are built up together, they are in the heavens. This is an
aspect of the wonderful things in God’s New Testament economy, in His move in Christ from incarnation to
ascension. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 324-326)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 27
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good; God is our salvation. Selah. God is
68:19-20 to us a God of deliverance, and with Jehovah the Lord are the goings forth even from death.
24-25 They have seen Your goings, O God, the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary:
singers go before; players after; in the midst of virgins sounding the tambourines.

In the first section [of Psalm 68] five matters are covered: God’s move on the earth, God’s victory in
Christ, Christ’s ascension, Christ’s receiving the gifts, and Christ’s building up the house of God. This
brings us to the first item in the second section—the enjoyment of God in His house (vv. 19-23).

The enjoyment of God in His house comes after the building up of His dwelling place, the church (v.
18b)....Verse 19a says, “Blessed be the Lord, who day by day loads us with good.” What is this
“good”?...This good, as the “good” mentioned in Romans 8:28, does not refer to material things such as a
nice home or a new car; rather, it refers to the Triune God...This means that daily God is loading us with
Himself....“God is our salvation. / God is to us / A God of deliverance, / And with Jehovah the Lord / Are
the goings forth even from death” (vv. 19b-20)....In God’s house we enjoy God as our salvation and
deliverance; with Him are the goings forth, the way to escape, even from death. Only God can give us a way
to flee death and to escape it because only God is life. When we enjoy Him as our life, we escape death.
Actually, the way to go forth from death is God Himself....Verses 21 through 23 reveal that in God’s house
we also enjoy His victory over the enemies. For example, verse 21 says, “Indeed God will smash / The head
of His enemies, / The hairy crown / Of him who goes about in his guiltiness.” (Life-study of the Psalms, pp.
330-331)

Today’s Reading

In Psalm 68:24 through 28 we have the matter of praising God....“They have seen Your goings, O God, / The
goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary” (v. 24). Here “they” refers to the enemies, to the unbelievers;
“goings” refers to God’s activities; and the “sanctuary” signifies the church.

The erecting of the tabernacle was a kind of ceremony. All the children of Israel were assembled and, after
everything had been arranged, the Ark was brought in....While the Ark was being carried into the tabernacle,
there was a procession of virgins and singers who went before the Ark. At the rear there might have been another
group composed not of virgins but of males from the tribes of Benjamin, Judah, Zebulun, and Naphtali (v. 27).
This move of the Ark was an activity of God, for God was with the Ark. Hence, the Ark’s activity was God’s
activity. Furthermore, since Israel had been at Sinai for a long time, the peoples in the surrounding regions must
have heard that something important was taking place.... Therefore, this ceremony might have been observed...also
by a number of Gentiles who had come to witness the ceremony.

“Singers go before; players after; / In the midst of virgins sounding the tambourines” (v. 25). Here the praise is
by the females, by the virgins as singers going before and players after. In this verse “virgins” signifies the
believers.

“Bless God in the congregations, / Even Jehovah, O you who are of the fountain of Israel. / There are little
Benjamin, who rules them, / And the princes of Judah in their company, / The princes of Zebulun, the princes of
Naphtali. / Your God has commanded your strength; / Strengthen, O God, that which You have done for us” (vv.
26-28). Here we have the blessing of God by the men, signifying the strong ones.

In the praise rendered to God by His elect, there is portrayed a scenery in typology concerning God’s New
Testament economy in the accomplishment of God’s redemption for His salvation by Christ and in the spreading
of the glad tidings of Christ’s accomplishment with the beautiful words of the gospel. (Life-study of the Psalms,
pp. 331-332)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 28

Enlightenment and inspiration

BEs
AN 19720 X R4 LA EAFhL R AEFA N i L L A homp H
FAd A Fifeail L ARBE N AT ARk o
24~25 HAF . GEAGH > Ahi ;A BFUEFA &3 HP FA HBhE
R P R L3R -5 S

(SEATI\R) F—RiZFAGS e EWNTH - HEEEENSH - EEN
AR -EEOZEBUREEREMNR - XBRFINE_BMNE—TI—EHIER
h=53 (19~23)-

EHNRPEZE - NEENER (B2 ) WBEZE (18 F)- ... ThT L5 .

"RRMEENERNE < ... "ER B4 ?XEBMESINE )\ "=
A" RAREYRNEY - MERSHE - HRE=—%...... XTI - MRKEE
ftECSMEEHN - ...... "PRRFIR - BB - MENENEITERILAS ;
ABERREIET - REFTEERFLE &« (F/R/\19 F~20) ... EHHERD . H{I=Z=H
ERMNMBRERY ; EHMEZERBIETHILEE - 28 - EEREELHRRE - 2%
PRIETHIEE - BREEREESN - BHINNESMERNMNAES - MIRSET - XL -
EARAECHBHREMED - ....._T—EZE_T=TETR ' ENEFNRTD - th==21th
HIBEEL - Bl - —+—T5iF - “HETHRMNEASL - RENREECSEIPER
ZAMERIN ¢ (HREMREZ - MOMEMNOAT )

= d i;\a;ﬁ_

Pl
BRATN\RZTOEZ+/\T2EMAESE - ... "1 - REBFAIE - HE
ACLBRRITE - ERFAPITE < (24 ) XBH "N #5IE - B5FEE ; "TE"
EMASED ; "R RIEBS -

BIRBIE— T FAENUBIARRE —IRHEFLUE MIBAERES -.....
NERRHKEN - BSEZMRIBNTENENE - FALTFES A - F=2
HREXAMR HEHEREERR KK BEHRCNEH AR T AMAY 27 )-
XNETNZ2MANED) - BMSNERE - Lt - HERNENMIWRNED - R
it - UBSIABRKAEAT -  BESKROERRAETEENSE...... - AL X#
fLOIgE..... T LESNBARERE -
"RIBRVITER - (FRMNMBER - BEGEMNELDE 7 (25 ) REAZNZL T -
REY - METEANRIESE - BERNESS - #2TE - "ER" RIERE -
RN BSIRLTREY - SESSPHEARMER - £HE - BHEMNBVNME
W BRANEAEMNOBRD - FEGLEHNESR - BEHMMNNEDN - (RAVEE
NEIRGFAERERY ; M - RIRZBEIRARNIFAEEZNE ¢ (26~28 ) REES X
AR - SFRANESE -
EHEREENERD HAL—B\ERMRNRS - CEHHANEL - MEMAEM
R - EEEERHENRE - FRESEENE - fHEBEZHMNERS (HR
@iz MORAEMOLMR )-
2 BREMRE - FTHN\E -



« WEEK 10 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Bless God in the congregations, even Jehovah, O you who are of the fountain of Israel. There
68:26-28 are little Benjamin, who rules them, and the princes of Judah in their company, the princes of
Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. Your God has commanded your strength; Strengthen, O
God, that which You have done for us.

Psalm 68:27a speaks of “little Benjamin.”...Benjamin had two names, the first of which was Benoni. This
name, given to him by his mother Rachel as she was dying in childbirth, means “son of my sorrow” (Gen.
35:18a). As the son of sorrows,...Benjamin typifies Christ who, as the Man of sorrows in His incarnation
and human life on earth, accomplished God’s eternal redemption for His full salvation.

[But] Jacob immediately changed the child’s name to Benjamin, which means “son of the right hand” (v.
18b). To be at the right hand is to be in a position of glory and honor. As the son of the right hand, Benjamin
typifies Christ who, as the Son of the right hand of God in His resurrection, victory, and ascension, ministers
in the heavens to carry out the application of God’s redemption for His salvation. Christ was incarnated to
be Benoni, the Man of sorrows, but in resurrection He became Benjamin, the Son of the right hand of God in
glory and honor. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 332-333)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 68:27 speaks also of the princes of Judah. Judah is the lion with the power and the scepter, and he is the
peace (Shiloh) to God’s people (Rev. 5:5a; Gen. 49:8-10).

Whereas Benjamin typifies Christ mainly in His humanity, Judah typifies Christ mainly in His divinity. In His
divinity, Christ is not a Man of sorrows but a lion with power and authority (signified by the scepter). In
particular, Judah typifies Christ as the victory for God’s people and the peace to God’s people. In the application
of redemption, Christ is our peace.

Judah, as the kingly tribe, was accompanied always by Benjamin, as a warrior tribe (Gen. 49:27), for God’s
kingdom on the earth. In typology Judah and Benjamin, who were joined geographically, form a group concerning
the accomplishment and application of Christ’s redemption for God’s salvation. With Benjamin the emphasis is
on the accomplishment of redemption; with Judah the emphasis is on the application (in Christ’s ascension) of
redemption.

Zebulun typifies Christ as the haven, or “shore” [Gen. 49:13], of the evangelists for the transportation and
spreading in the preaching of God’s gospel. The gospel has been accomplished, but there is the need of the
spreading of the gospel.

Naphtali typifies Christ as the One who is released from death in resurrection, signified by the “hind let loose”
([Gen. 49:21]; Psa. 22, title; S.S. 2:8-9), and gives beautiful words for the preaching of His gospel (Matt.
28:18-20). In resurrection Christ came to His disciples and charged them to disciple the nations.

People of both Zebulun and Naphtali were men of Galilee (Matt. 4:12-17; Acts 1:11), from whom the gospel of
Christ has been spread, preached, and propagated....In typology Zebulun and Naphtali form a group for the
spreading and the propagating of the glad tidings of Christ’s redemption for God’s salvation.

Only four of the twelve tribes of Israel are mentioned in Psalm 68:27...[because] in the typology here only four
are required, and these four are the most suitable.

Just as the center of the first section of this psalm is the Triune God,...the center of the second section is [these]
four tribes....The first two—Benjamin and Judah—are a group concerning the accomplishment and application of
redemption; the other two—Zebulun and Naphtali—are a group concerning the preaching, spreading, and
propagation of the gospel. As we consider the centers of the two sections of Psalm 68, we can see that the Triune
God as Christ’s spoil has become our enjoyment, and we can see also that Christ’s redemption has been
accomplished for God’s salvation, that this accomplished redemption has been applied to us, and that the word
concerning God’s salvation is now spreading everywhere. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 333-335)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 28
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« WEEK 10— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, kings will bring a gift to You.
68:29
31-34 Nobles will come out of Egypt; Cush will quickly stretch out its hands to God. O kingdoms of
the earth, sing to God, sing psalms to the Lord, Selah....Behold, He utters His voice, a mighty
voice. Ascribe strength to God; His excellence is over Israel, and His strength is in the skies.

[Psalm 68:28b-29a] indicates that following God’s strengthening of what He has done for His elect, the
influence of the enjoyment of God in His house would spread to the entire city of Jerusalem because of the
house of God, which was at Jerusalem....The house of God signifies the local church, and the city of
Jerusalem signifies the kingdom, the strengthening and the safeguard of the church.

Psalm 68 concludes with a word about the gaining of the earth for God (vv. 29b-35)....The influence of
the enjoyment of God will gain the whole earth for God. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 335-336)

Today’s Reading

According to Psalm 68:29b, kings of the nations will bring a gift to God....God will deal with the Egyptians,
who are likened to animals in the reeds by the Nile (v. 30a)....God will also deal with the nations, who are likened
to herds of the bulls among the calves and who lust for silver and delight in war (v. 30b)....Verse 31 indicates that
nobles will come out of Egypt to visit Jerusalem, the city of God, and that Cush (today’s Ethiopia) will quickly
stretch out its hand to God....[This portrays] the coming age of restoration (Matt. 19:28), in which all the earth
will come to Jerusalem to worship God and to receive instruction and enlightenment (Isa. 2:2-3; Zech. 14:16-17).

In Psalm 68:32 through 34 the kingdoms of the earth are charged to sings psalms in the restoration to God,
who rides upon the heavens, the ancient heavens, and utters His voice, a mighty voice (thunder). They are charged
also to ascribe strength to God, whose excellence (glory) is over Israel and whose strength is in the skies.

“You are awesome, O God, from Your sanctuaries. / The God of Israel, He gives strength and power to the
people. / Blessed be God!” (v. 35). In this concluding verse the psalmist praises God and blesses Him. (Life-study
of the Psalms, pp. 336-337)

We need to pray that God will strengthen that which He has done for us out of the church...(Psa. 68:28-29).
God has done everything, and all has been accomplished; what we need today is the strengthening. God has put
Satan to death already. We do not need God to repeat this act, but we do need Him to strengthen us....This
strengthening is in the temple.

[In verse 29] we encounter not only the temple but also Jerusalem; not only the house but also the city.... When
we experience the strengthening of God in the local church, the church is transformed from a house to a city. The
temple becomes Jerusalem. The house is surrounded, protected, and safeguarded by the walls of the city. Then,
because we are so victorious, so overcoming, so transcendent, we have the sense that all the kings of the earth will
bring a gift to the Lord. Revelation 21:24 corroborates this word: “The kings of the earth bring their glory into it
[the city].”...If you are so victorious,...many souls, many persons, will be released and brought by you into the
local churches as gifts to the Lord.

These are the nine main points of Psalm 68: God’s move on this earth, His victory in Christ over all His
enemies, Christ’s ascension after His victory, Christ’s receiving and giving of gifts, the building up of the house
of God by the gifts, the enjoyment of God in the house as everything to us, loading us with good and applying His
victory over all situations, our praises issuing from our enjoyment, the enlarging of the church from the house to
the city, and eventually the recovery of the earth through the city....This is the climax of all the psalms. (Christ
and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 120-122)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 10

Enlightenment and inspiration

FLE R
B
EA A 20 TR ARG L AT F F LG
3-34 2B RBUAEZ AR LA T RAZEPHHBELARL oy A EWE IR
ME @i Ecrd > B 1 g0 5 I eeees FEoRERFF AR AT F o IR
War A LB RS F A B £ AT

(BRATN\RIZH/N\TTHEZ+TAT L) 50 - WEE M AERFABEEZNEL
& - AT RIBRTEERES IS - FRIATESBR P 0 2 = R BRI E & BRES %

oo . MHBRRIEMSES - BERESHRTEEE - MEESNBEMFRF -
ANTNRERTHHBEMANE (29 T~35). .. NHZERHEI - SENHWE
53 (KREMZE  N—FWN—5)-

R

REJRBATN\RZTATTE  SIELTFTMIEM - . HEXHERA ; ]
WEEWMANEZTBEFPMEFE (30 L) ... athEXEIIE ; thi)KEbm g1
PREBIAYG  IIRABRF - EFFMK (30 F ). ....=+—T74600 - REZEMNIE
KRB - REMASREBEERLS ; 558 ( SRMKREL ) AZSICEBEFH
= IR (XML BERMEMNNK (X128 ) B EHAIAZREIBBERES
WM - HBEIIBIAR (FZ2~3 - /)1 20~23 -+ 16)-
ERRATN\R=+TE=10T -t EMNSIERIEWEEE M EHRIE - th2H0
BETEEOMA REZRMUEWNE - FEREEE - BRANES (BF ) - il
R IEMEAFEEN LW ; AR (RIE ) EUBIIZE - thEENRESE -
“HI - RAEFTEATIR ; LSS - RIRNENEBRLE LR - HEURM
BRIV (35) ER—AERMEXE - KARZWHGRM (HRERRE - T—
“EM—=5)"
BINBEGS - KOMNBPREMARINAKAZMNSE...... (28~29 ) - B HFEK
BT —UIEEAT ; SKEMNFAEZNTIZEE - 4L FREETEM - FHiIR
HREMEERXITH - BRNOBEZEMHEEILN - ... P EERERD -
(EZ+TNAT) BRIODAEBRTE - BN THRESES ; FMERE - A - ... =
BINEMSBPEHHNRE - BEMMBRTIEIN - BT HREEHENS - BREE
B4 - RIFAMD - AlE - BEHNXETH - XEFER - HNMRES - i ESIEH
WETIMIGE - BRZRZ+H—E_TIUHIELTRE : "t ENBETUFECHIR
WETEIHARE ¢ ... MREEHSBLPERHMN - . IR FSAEEERERE
M- FWEHESG AP - (FARBEMTTY -
XEMEBRRAT/\BHAANER : WM L1720 - EEBEERIRANNE - &
EEMMSHUEARX  BEEOZAL TR - GERGREMNE - ERPEREF
B—1] - MERENERE - AE—TWIRAPNAMMNEH  RNEEZZMHEE -
BaNBYT KAl - RLEEHKEN - . XEMASKREINESIE (SEPME
AHMRNEESH:  —==FE—=Am)-
2% BRPAETATRNEESES - 18-




« WEEK 10 — HYMN

Hympns, #1100

God shall rise, His foes be scattered,
All that hate Him flee away.
As the wax before the fire,
All the wicked He shall slay.
But the righteous shall rejoice
With a loud, triumphant voice,
Singing praises, singing praises,
Singing praises unto God!

He is riding through the deserts,
Bringing in His saints in need.
He’s a Father to the orphans
And a refuge tried indeed
In His holy habitation—
What a wonderful salvation!
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!

Here the lone have found a family,
Here the desolate a home;

Prisoners are brought from bondage
To prosperity unknown.

For the flock—what wondrous grace—
God prepared this dwelling place:

Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!

Now the Lord in mighty triumph
Sends the news of victory;
We the “women” spread the tidings—
“Kings of armies flee, they flee!”
No more sweat and dreary toil;
We at home divide the spoil!
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!

Lo, on high Christ hath ascended,
Leading captives in His train;
These as gifts He has perfected
That the Lord may dwell with them.
Brothers, sisters, we are those,

We’re those transformed, vanquished foes!

Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!

Blessed be the Lord forever:
Day by day He loads with good,
E’en the God of our salvation—
Spread His worthy praise abroad.
His the goings forth from death,
Every foe He conquereth!
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!

7 They have seen, O God, Thy goings

In Thy holy dwelling place,
Thy triumphal, high processions

Midst a mighty voice of praise.
See the singers go before,

Praising, praising o’er and o’er:
Hallelujah, hallelujah,

Hallelujah, Amen!

Little Benjamin is leading,

Then great Judah’s company:
Son of sorrow at God’s right hand,

Lion with the scepter see.
Zebulun and Naphtali

Make the joyful tidings fly:
Hallelujah, hallelujah,

Hallelujah, Amen!

Saints, thy strength has been commanded
From the temple glorious;
Still we pray that God may strengthen
All that He has wrought for us.
Higher yet our praise shall rise
Till the utmost earth replies:
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Amen!
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WEEK 11 — OUTLINE

Christ in His Sufferings and Christ as the Factor to Enact God’s New Testament Economy

Scripture Reading: Psa. 69; 40:6-8

DAY 1 »

I. Psalm 69 is on the suffering Christ, typified by the suffering David (vv. 1-3, 19-20, 26):
A. David was a warrior who won victories and gained territories for God’s kingdom, yet his life was a life
of suffering, and in his suffering he was a type of the suffering Christ:

1.

2.

David trusted in God and walked according to God’s sovereignty in all his trials; under God’s
sovereignty, David took the lessons of the cross (1 Sam. 17:36-37; 23:14-16; 30:6b-10).

We all need to learn two vital lessons—the lesson of God’s sovereignty and the lesson of taking the
cross with the power of resurrection (Rom. 8:28; Phil. 3:10).

B. Psalm 69 speaks of Christ’s sufferings in a detailed way:

DA W N =

O 0 9N

10.

. Christ was hated by many without cause (v. 4a; John 15:25).

. Christ suffered in bearing reproaches for the sake of God (Psa. 69:7a, 9b; Rom. 15:3).

. Christ was devoured by the zeal of God’s house (Psa. 69:9a; John 2:17).

. Christ suffered much, and no one took pity on Him (Psa. 69:29a, 19-20; John 16:32).

. Christ suffered in His weeping and entreating God to deliver Him out of the waters of death (Psa.

69:10, 13-17, 1-2; Heb. 5:7).

. Christ was given gall as His food while He was suffering on the cross (Psa. 69:21a; Matt. 27:34).
. Christ in His thirst on the cross was given vinegar to drink (Psa. 69:21b; John 19:28-30).

. Christ was stricken and wounded by God (Psa. 69:26; Isa. 53:10a).

. Christ was betrayed by one of His disciples (Psa. 69:25; Acts 1:16-20a).

« DAY2 »
Christ’s suffering was for Zion and for the building of the cities of God’s people (Psa. 69:35-36;
Eph. 5:25b).

C. The Lord Jesus has set His suffering life before us so that we can copy it by tracing and following His
steps (1 Pet. 2:21-23):

1.

The Lord kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who judges righteously in His
government, the righteous God, to whom He submitted Himself; this indicates that the Lord
recognized God’s government while He was living a human life on earth (vv. 22-23).

. To follow His steps does not refer to a mere imitation of Him and His life but to a reproduction of

Him that comes from enjoying Him as grace in our sufferings, so that He Himself as the indwelling
Spirit, with all the riches of His life, reproduces Himself in us (v. 21).

D. The ministry of the new covenant is produced in the new covenant ministers by the experiences of the
riches of Christ gained through sufferings, consuming pressures, and the killing work of the cross (2
Cor. 1:8; 4:8-12).

« DAY 3 »

E. The apostles and the believers need to fill up “that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ...for His
Body, which is the church” (Col. 1:24):

1.

2.

The afflictions of Christ are of two categories: those for accomplishing redemption and those for
producing and building up the church through the release of the divine life (John 12:24).

We cannot have fellowship (participation) in Christ’s sufferings for redemption, but we need to
have much fellowship in Christ’s sufferings for the church; the sufferings in which we participate
are for the building up of the Body of Christ (Col. 1:24; Phil. 3:10).
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« DAY4&DAYS »

II. Christ is the factor to enact God’s New Testament economy (Psa. 40:6-8):

A

The prophecy in Psalm 40:6-8 is one of the greatest revelations concerning the all-inclusive Christ in the
commission that God committed to Christ in His first coming through incarnation, which was to put
away the animal sacrifices of the old covenant and to establish Himself, in His body, as the sacrifice of
the new covenant (Heb. 10:7, 9-10).

. This is to terminate God’s Old Testament economy and to initiate God’s New Testament economy, in

which Christ replaces all the offerings as well as all things, all matters, and all persons (cf. Matt.
17:4-8; Col. 2:16-17; 3:10-11).

. The prophecy concerning Christ in Psalm 40:6-8 is the goal and destination of the revelation of Christ in

Psalms 2, 8, 16, and 22 through 24:
1. The words I have come in Psalm 40:7 indicate Christ’s first coming through His incarnation for the
establishing of the new testament (covenant) by Himself as the enacting sacrifice and offering
(Matt. 26:28).

2. A sacrifice is for sin and sins before God, and an offering is for fellowship with God (Psa. 40:6):

a. These two things were the elements upon which the old covenant was established, and the old
covenant was the centrality and universality of God’s economy in the Old Testament (Exo.
24:1-8).

b. God’s not delighting in and not requiring sacrifice and offering points to the termination of His
economy in the Old Testament; this is the importance and the greatness of this prophecy (Psa.
40:6).

« DAY 6 >

3. In this prophecy Christ comes through incarnation to terminate God’s old economy and initiate
God’s new economy, His New Testament economy, by replacing the animal sacrifices and
establishing Himself as the unique sacrifice of the new covenant (Heb. 10:5-9).

4. As such a unique sacrifice, Christ is the factor to enact God’s New Testament economy that He
may be the centrality and universality for the producing and building up of the church as His
organic Body, which will consummate in the New Jerusalem (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:16; Rev. 21:2,
10-11).

5. Christ has changed the age for the consummating of God’s new creation out of God’s old creation;
His changing of the age is greater than the creation of the universe (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15).
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« WEEK 11— DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. For Christ also did not please Himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who
15:3 reproached You fell upon Me.”
Psa. For the zeal of Your house has devoured me, and the reproaches of those who reproach You
69:9 have fallen on me.

Psalm 69 is on the suffering Christ typified by the suffering David, and Psalm 72 is on the reigning Christ
typified by the reigning Solomon. David was a warrior who won victories and gained territories for God’s
kingdom, yet his life was a life of suffering, and in his suffering he was a type of the suffering Christ.
(Life-study of the Psalms, p. 339)

Today’s Reading

David was a person who trusted in God and walked according to God’s sovereignty in all his trials (1 Sam.
17:36-37; 23:14-16; 30:6b-10). While he was under trial, he sought God’s leading. He was one with God and
behaved according to God.

Although David was persecuted and suffered so much, he never fought, reacted, or responded. Using the New
Testament term, he was always under the cross. He bore the cross every day under any kind of situation. He did
not complain, criticize, oppose, or condemn. He was just under the cross to suffer the dealing.

Under God’s sovereignty, David took the lessons of the cross. Because of this David eventually was not a loser
but a gainer, not a sufferer but an enjoyer. Whereas David became the winner, Saul was the loser and also the
sufferer.

The situation should be the same with us today. We need to learn two vital lessons—the lesson of God’s
sovereignty and the lesson of taking the cross with the power of resurrection. If we would be quiet, remaining in a
situation under the cross, we may apparently be the losers and the sufferers, but actually we are the gainers and
the enjoyers. The more we learn the lessons of God’s sovereignty and of taking the cross, the more we will be the
gainers and the enjoyers.

We need to read the books of 1 and 2 Samuel with a view of God’s economy. In particular, we need to have the
view of one who sees God’s sovereignty and who has received the grace to learn to suffer under the cross while
enjoying all the provisions afforded by the processed, consummated Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 131, 102-104)

Unlike Isaiah 53, which speaks of Christ’s sufferings in a general way, calling Him the Man of sorrows, Psalm
69 speaks of Christ’s sufferings in a detailed way....[Here] Christ is typified by the suffering David (vv.

1-3, 19-20, 26).

“More numerous than the hairs of my head / Are those who hate me without cause” (v. 4a). This verse...was
quoted by the Lord Jesus Himself in John 15:25....Psalm 69:7 says, “Because for Your sake I have borne
reproach; / Humiliation has covered my face.”...[According to verse 9b], Christ suffered in bearing reproaches for
the sake of God....“For the zeal of Your house has devoured me” (Psa. 69:9a; [cf. John 2:17]).

In Psalm 69 we see also that Christ suffered much and that no one took pity upon Him (vv. 29a, 19-20; John
16:32)....Christ suffered in His weeping and entreating God to deliver Him out of the waters of death (Psa.
69:10, 13-17, 1-2). Speaking of Christ, Hebrews 5:7 says that He “offered up both petitions and supplications
with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him out of death.”...Psalm 69:21a says, “They gave me
gall for my food” [cf. Matt. 27:34].

“For my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink” (Psa. 69:21b; [cf. John 19:28-30])....“They persecute him whom
You have stricken, / And they recount the pain of those whom You have wounded” (Psa. 69:26). This indicates
that Christ was stricken and wounded by God (Isa. 53:10a)....Christ was betrayed by one of His disciples (Psa.
69:25; Acts 1:16-20a). (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 339-341)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 29; Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 14-15
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so
2:21 that you may follow in His steps.
23 Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept committing
all to Him who judges righteously.

[Christ] was stricken and wounded by God—Psalm 69:26; cf. Isa. 53:10. He was not only persecuted and
crucified by man, but, because He suffered in our stead, He was smitten and wounded by God....His
suffering was for the salvation of Zion and the building of the cities of God’s people—Psalm 69:35-36; cf.
Eph. 5:25b. His suffering was for God’s house, for the local church, for all God’s people. In other words, He
suffered so that God’s people might have a dwelling place on this earth. (Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 126-127)

Today’s Reading

Grace is the divine life for our enjoyment....The grace spoken of in 1 Peter 2:19-20 is actually the processed
Triune God, who is now the all-inclusive, life-giving, indwelling Spirit for our experience and enjoyment.
Inwardly He motivates us, and outwardly He is the expression upon us. As such a One, He becomes sweet,
lovely, gracious, and acceptable. This is grace.

Based upon what he says in verses 19 and 20, Peter goes on to say in verse 21, “For to this you were called,
because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps.” Christ’s
living on earth was a model of this grace.

Verse 21 opens with the words, “For to this you were called.”...We have been called to enjoy grace and to
express God, as described in verses 19 and 20. This means that we have been called to suffering so that in it we
may have the enjoyment of God as grace and express Him. Whatever the circumstances may be, God is our grace,
our inner enjoyment. This God is our grace. This enjoyment motivates us and then becomes our outward
expression, an expression visible to others.

Verse 21 clearly says that we have been called to suffer unjustly because Christ suffered on our behalf and left
us a model so that we should follow in His steps. Actually, I do not like the word “model,” because it has been
spoiled by common usage. Literally, the Greek word means a writing-copy, an under-writing for students to use in
tracing letters as they learn to draw them....The Lord Jesus has set His suffering life before us as an under-writing
for us to copy by tracing and following His steps.

We know from experience that trying to imitate Christ does not work. We are not able to imitate Him. What we
need is not imitation but reproduction. There is a great difference between imitation and reproduction.

Christ is not merely a model for us to follow outwardly. He is a writing-copy, an original for spiritual xeroxing,
and we need to become His reproduction. This means that we should become Xerox copies of Christ by
experiencing a process that involves spiritual light and the riches of the divine life. The result of this process is
that we eventually become a reproduction of Christ.

[In 1 Peter 2:23], according to the usage of the verb “kept committing” in Greek, “all” needs to be inserted here
as its object. This word refers to all the sufferings of the Lord. He kept committing all the insults He suffered and
all His injuries to Him who judges righteously in His government, to the righteous God, to whom He submitted
Himself. This indicates that the Lord recognized God’s government while He was living a human life on earth.

While the Lord Jesus was on earth suffering, He kept committing all to the One who judges righteously. This
brief word indicates not only that the Lord lived a life that was a model for us, but also that He lived a life
absolutely under God’s government. He Himself was always under the government of God, and He committed
everything related to Him to God’s judgment. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 178-182, 185-186)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 19-20
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
3:10 conformed to His death.

Col. I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the
1:24 afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church.

The Epistle of 2 Corinthians is more experiential, more subjective, and deeper than the Epistle of 1
Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians, Christ, the Spirit with our spirit, the church, and the gifts are covered as
major subjects. In 2 Corinthians, Christ, the Spirit with our spirit, and the church are further developed, but
the gifts are not even mentioned. They are replaced in this book by the ministry, which is constituted of and
produced and formed by the experiences of the riches of Christ through suffering, consuming pressures, and
the killing work of the cross. The second Epistle gives us a pattern, an example, of how the killing of the
cross works, how Christ is wrought into our being, and how we become the expression of Christ. These
constitute the ministers of Christ and produce the ministry for God’s new covenant. (The Divine Dispensing
of the Divine Trinity, p. 333)

Today’s Reading

The afflictions of Christ are of two categories: those for accomplishing redemption, which have been completed
by Christ Himself; and those for producing and building the church, which need to be filled up by the apostles and
the believers.

When I first read Colossians 1:24, I was surprised and troubled. I wondered how there could be any lack in the
sufferings of Christ. At the time, I was fully under the religious concept that it was impossible for Christ to have
any lack. Nevertheless, in this verse Paul says clearly that he was to “fill up...that which is lacking of the
afflictions of Christ.”

Are not the sufferings of Christ already complete? How can it be necessary for the afflictions of Christ on
behalf of the Body to be completed? The Lord Jesus underwent two kinds of suffering: the suffering for
redemption and the suffering for producing and building up the Body, the church. None of us can have any share
in His suffering for redemption. To say that...is to speak blasphemy. He alone is the Redeemer, and the suffering
for redemption was fully accomplished by Him. We are neither qualified nor positioned to share in the Lord’s
suffering for redemption. In typology, on the day of atonement, only the high priest, who made atonement for the
people, was allowed to enter into the Holy of Holies. The high priest was a figure of Christ as the unique One
capable of accomplishing redemption and qualified to do it.

A number of verses speak of Christ’s sufferings for the accomplishment of redemption. For example, 1 Peter
3:18 says, “For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the unrighteous, that He might
bring you to God.” Christ, the Righteous, died for the unrighteous ones. He was the only One qualified to bear
this kind of affliction. Hebrews 9:26 and Isaiah 53:3-5, 7-8 also indicate that Christ suffered to accomplish
redemption on our behalf. In this suffering we have no share. It was borne by Christ alone.

Although we cannot participate in Christ’s suffering for redemption, if we are faithful to Him, we must share in
His suffering for the producing and building up of His Body. Paul was a pattern for us in this matter. Immediately
after his conversion, he began to share in this suffering of Christ, to partake of the afflictions of Christ for the
sake of His Body.

For the producing of His Body, Christ suffered a great deal. But because this suffering has not been completed
by Christ Himself, there is the need for His faithful ones to make up this shortage. Paul did not suffer for
redemption, but he did suffer for the producing and building up of the Body of Christ.

The apostle Paul was a pattern for the believers to follow (1 Tim. 1:16)....This means that just as Paul suffered
for the producing and building up of the Body of Christ, so we must also suffer for the church. (Life-study of
Colossians, pp. 92, 97-98)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 11-12
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. You do not delight in sacrifice and offering; You have prepared ears for Me; You do not
40:6-8 require burnt offering and sin offering. Then I said, Behold, I have come; in the scroll of the
book it is written concerning Me. I delight in doing Your will, O My God; indeed Your law is
within My inward parts.

Seemingly Psalm 40:6-8 was the word of David, but actually it is the word of Christ...to God....This
prophecy was fully quoted and defined by the apostle Paul in Hebrews 10. Christ delighted in doing God’s
will, which was the will of God to replace the Old Testament sacrifices and offerings (vv. 5-10). Many
Christians apply the doing of God’s will in Hebrews 10 to their daily affairs. Actually, however, the doing of
God’s will in Hebrews 10 refers to Christ coming to replace the Old Testament sacrifices and offerings.
(Life-study of the Psalms, p. 224)

Today’s Reading

In the old dispensation, God commanded His people to offer to Him sacrifices and offerings. But when Jesus
came and lived on this earth, God no longer delighted in those Old Testament offerings. Instead, it was God’s will
to replace them with Christ Himself. Christ came to be the real sacrifice, the real offering, the living sacrifice, the
living offering, who offered Himself on the cross as the reality of all the offerings. He is the reality of the sin
offering, the trespass offering, the burnt offering, the meal offering, and the peace offering.

Actually, Christ came to replace all the Old Testament types. In other words, by Christ’s first coming, the
entire Old Testament has been terminated and replaced. Now our offering and sacrifice are Christ. Day and night
we offer Christ to God as all kinds of offerings. Whenever we sin, we ask God to forgive us, taking Christ, God’s
Son, as our sin offering and trespass offering. He is the real offering for our sin and transgressions. When we
need peace toward God, we can take Christ as our peace offering. We can also take Him as our burnt offering and
meal offering. Christ is everything to us because He fulfilled all the Old Testament types and has taken them
away. Today He is the reality of all the types in the Old Testament.

The revelation in Psalm 40:6-8 is one of the greatest revelations concerning Christ in His commission of His
incarnation. Verse 6 says, “You do not delight in sacrifice and offering,” and again, “You do not require burnt
offering and sin offering.” This indicates that God was intending to give up His Old Testament economy. Just by
reading Psalm 40:6-8 alone, we cannot understand this much. But this portion was quoted and expounded by the
apostle Paul in Hebrews 10. He indicated that to stop the sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament is to
replace the Old Testament for the establishment of the New Testament.

Sacrifice (for sin and sins before God) and offering (for fellowship with God) were the elements based upon
which the old testament (covenant) was established, and the old testament (covenant) was the centrality and
universality of God’s economy in the Old Testament. God not delighting in and not requiring the sacrifice and
offering means to terminate His economy in the Old Testament. This is the importance and the greatness of this
prophecy in Psalm 40.

The prophecy concerning Christ in Psalm 40:6-8 is the goal and the destination of the revelation of Christ in
Psalm 2, Psalm 8, Psalm 16, and Psalms 22—24. All Christians know that Christ came in His incarnation, but if
we want to know what kind of Christ came, we have to know Psalm 2, Psalm 8, Psalm 16, and Psalms 22—24.
These psalms are descriptions of the very Christ who came in His incarnation to carry out God’s will as God’s
commission to turn the age, to terminate everything old and to replace the old things with Himself as everything
new. We all were included in the old creation, but the old creation was terminated and replaced by Christ. Today
in Christ we are no longer old; we are new (2 Cor. 5:17). (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 224-225, 228)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 43-44
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. Saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not
10:8-9 desire nor delight in” (which are offered according to the law), He then has said, “Behold, I
have come to do Your will.” He takes away the first that He may establish the second.

In Hebrews 10:5-9, after quoting this prophecy concerning Christ in Psalm 40:6-8, Paul commented that
Christ coming to do God’s will is to take away the first that He may establish the second (Heb. 10:9). “The
first” in Paul’s comment refers to the sacrifices and offerings of the first covenant, the old covenant; and “the
second” refers to the sacrifice of the second covenant, the new covenant, which sacrifice is Christ. The
commission which God committed to Christ in His first coming through incarnation was to put away the
animal sacrifices of the old covenant and to establish Himself, in His body, as the sacrifice of the new
covenant. This is to terminate God’s Old Testament economy and to initiate God’s New Testament economy,
thus making the prophecy in Psalm 40:6-8 one of the greatest prophecies concerning the all-inclusive Christ.
(Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 227-228)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 40:6 also says, “You have prepared ears for Me.” This was quoted by the apostle Paul in Hebrews 10:5
as “a body You have prepared for Me,” from the Septuagint, a Greek version of the Old Testament translated
about three hundred years before Christ. To prepare [bore] the ears of a slave’s body indicates the master’s
requirement of the slave’s obedience (Exo. 21:6). This signifies that God required obedience of Christ as His
Slave in Christ’s humanity. This obedience was spoken of by Paul in Philippians 2:8, which says that Christ
became “obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.” This obedience was for Him to do the will of
God by being the sacrifice and offering in His crucifixion in the flesh, the body (Col. 1:22)....[God prepared] a
body, in which Christ offered Himself to God as the sacrifice and the offering to replace the sacrifice and the
offering of the animals in the Old Testament.

I believe that the translators of the Septuagint realized that to prepare the ears was to require the obedience of
Christ, and Christ’s obedience was mainly for Him to die on the cross. For Him to die on the cross, He needed a
human body. Hebrews 2:14 says that because Christ was going to destroy Satan, He needed to partake of blood
and flesh, that is, He needed a body. I believe that the Septuagint translators may have realized that “You have
prepared ears for Me” in Psalm 40:6 would not be understood by most readers so they translated it as “a body
You have prepared for Me.” To prepare the ears was for Christ’s obedience to die on the cross, and to prepare a
body was also for His dying on the cross. Thus, both translations are with the same purpose. God prepared a
body for Christ to come to do God’s will to be God’s unique sacrifice on the cross.

Psalm 40:7 says, “Behold, I have come,” indicating Christ’s first coming through His incarnation for the
establishment of the new testament by Himself as the enacting sacrifice and offering.

Verse 7 also says, “In the scroll of the book / It is written concerning Me.” This indicates that Christ was
prophesied in the Scriptures of the Old Testament and that Christ will do God’s will for the accomplishment of
God’s New Testament economy according to the Old Testament prophecies concerning Him.

When the Lord appeared to His disciples in resurrection, He told them all the things that were written
concerning Him in the Scriptures (Luke 24:27). In Luke 24:44-45 He told the disciples, “These are My words
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all the things written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and Psalms concerning Me must be fulfilled. Then He opened their mind to understand the Scriptures.” The
Lord’s word here unveils that the entire Old Testament is a revelation of Him and that He is its center and
content. Our life-study of the Old Testament is full of interpretations and definitions of the types concerning
Christ. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 226-227)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 36, 39
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. So then if anyone is in Christ, /e is a new creation. The old things have passed away; behold,
5:17 they have become new.
Gal. For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters.
6:15

Psalm 40:8 says, “I delight in doing Your will.” This indicates that Christ was willing to do God’s will in
His commission of His incarnation to fulfill and replace all the sacrifices and offerings of the Old Testament
for the termination of God’s Old Testament economy, so that He could initiate and establish God’s New
Testament economy (Matt. 26:26-28) for the producing and building of the church to be His organic Body,
which will consummate in the New Jerusalem. When the Lord established His table, He indicated that His
blood shed through His death was the enacting factor of the new covenant. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 227)

Today’s Reading

The book of Hebrews tells us many times that Christ has dealt with sin once for all (1:3; 2:17; 7:27; 9:26;
10:12). The repeated mention of the fact that Christ, through His sacrifice, has put away sin was necessary
because of the strength of the Jewish tradition in the ancient times. The Jews only knew to go to the altar and offer
the sacrifice for sin. Daily, the sacrifices for sin were offered; they were also offered yearly on the day of
atonement. Thus, the mind of the ancient Jews was occupied with the sin offering. Because of the strength of the
Jewish tradition regarding the sin offering, after dealing with the matter of the accomplishment of the sacrifice for
sin in chapters 7, 8, and 9, the writer gives us a further conclusion in 10:1-18.

The main point of this supplementary conclusion is that the Hebrew Christians had to realize that none of the
sacrifices offered by the Levitical priests could put away sin or perfect the worshippers. Even their Old Testament
predicted in Isaiah 53:10 and 12 that Christ would come to be the sacrifice for sin, that is, to replace and
terminate the Levitical sacrifices. Since Christ, the unique sacrifice, has done this, it would have been foolish for
the Hebrew believers to go back to the temple and offer the sacrifice for sin again. Sin has been put away and has
become a history. Therefore, Hebrews 10:18, speaking of sins and lawlessnesses, says, “Where forgiveness of
these is, there is no longer an offering for sin.” This is a logical conclusion.

In God’s economy, Christ did two main things: He put away sin, which had come in to frustrate God’s eternal
purpose, and He imparted Himself into us as the divine life which is working within us and spreading into all the
inward parts of our being. The main thought in 10:1-18 is that Christ has put away sin, accomplishing what all
the Levitical sacrifices were unable to do. Having put away sin once for all, Christ has now imparted Himself into
us as the divine life, so that through the working of this divine life we may become the corporate reproduction of
Himself. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 479-480)

The prophecy in Psalm 40 concerning Christ should be considered the fifth station of all the prophecies
concerning Christ in Book One of the Psalms. Psalms 2, 8, 16, and 22—24 are the first four stations. In the fifth
station, Christ came through His incarnation to terminate God’s old economy and initiate God’s new economy,
His New Testament economy, by replacing the animal sacrifices and establishing Himself as the unique sacrifice
of the new covenant. As the unique sacrifice of the new covenant, Christ was the enacting factor of the New
Testament economy to be the centrality and universality of God’s New Testament economy. Hence, Christ is
great in the prophecy in Psalm 40:6-8. He has changed the age for the consummation of God’s new creation out
of God’s old creation. His changing of the age is greater than the creation of the universe mentioned in Genesis 1.
(Life-study of the Psalms, p. 228)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 18; Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 41
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« WEEK 11 — HYMN

Hymns, #1188

Upon the throne of Jesus Christ
We’ve taken up our seat.

The world and Satan, sin and self
Are all beneath our feet!

Christ’s finished work did put us here,
When once for all He died;

No more are we the sinners poor,
We’re fully glorified.

We’re dwelling in the house of God,
The church life glorious.

The shrinking-back, low Christian life,
Is not the life for us!

We’re passing through the Holy Place
Of mind, emotion, will;

We’re dwelling in the Holiest
Where God our being fills.

We’re under the New Covenant,
With glorious items, three:

The law of life, spontaneous,
Transforming utterly;

We are His people, He’s our God—
Oh, bless’d reality;

We all are fully able now
To know God inwardly.

A supplement God added then;
This item we must know:
Christ Jesus did put sin away
Two thousand years ago.
No memory of sin at all,
It’s hist’ry, done and gone;
In spirit now the law of life
Will take us swiftly on.

Two things accomplished by our Lord
On Calvary’s cross, we see:

The law of life, the end of sin!
Our God’s economy.

Since all His work was finished there,
He entered into rest;

Now on the throne He prays that we
Will take our full bequest.

We’ll drop our former concepts, Lord,
To take this finished way;
Appropriating each bequest,
We’ll praise You more each day.

We’ll heed our High Priest’s inward call—

“Come forward!” to the end—
Until we reach the final goal;
The New Jerusalem!
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WEEK 12 — OUTLINE
The Reigning Christ Recovering the Earth by Watering

Scripture Reading: Psa. 72

DAY 1 »

1. At His second coming, Christ will take possession of the earth, which has been given to Him as His
possession, and will establish God’s kingdom on the whole earth, thus recovering God’s right over the
earth (Psa. 24:1):

A. Psalm 24:7-10 unveils the victorious Christ as the coming King in God’s eternal kingdom.
B. The King of glory is Jehovah of hosts, the consummated Triune God embodied in the victorious and
coming Christ (vv. 7-10; Luke 21:27; Matt. 25:31):
1. Jehovah is Jesus (1:21 and footnote), and Jesus is the incarnated, crucified, and resurrected Triune
God, who is strong in fighting and is victorious (Rev. 5:5).
2. He is the One who will come back in His resurrection with His overcomers to possess the earth as
His kingdom (Dan. 2:34-35; 7:13-14; Joel 3:11; Rev. 11:15; 19:13-14).
II. Whereas Psalm 69 is on the suffering Christ, typified by the suffering David, Psalm 72 is on the
reigning Christ, typified by the reigning Solomon:
A. Psalm 72 is actually a psalm on King Solomon, who is a type of Christ as the reigning One (Matt.
12:42).
B. Solomon is a type of Christ as the son of David, the One who inherits the throne and kingdom of David
(1:1; 2 Sam. 7:12-13; Luke 1:32-33).
C. After His life of suffering on earth, typified by the sufferings of David, Christ ascended to the heavens,
where He is now reigning as the King, typified by Solomon (1 Cor. 15:25; Rev. 17:14).
« DAY2 »

III. The reigning Christ is typified in Psalm 72 by the reigning Solomon, the son of David (Matt. 1:1;
22:42), in his prosperous and flourishing time (1 Kings 9—10), as indicated by the title of this psalm
and by the first verse:

A. Psalm 72 reveals Christ reigning over the earth, with all the kings bowing down to Him and all the
nations serving Him (vv. 8-11).

B. Psalm 72 is a glorious picture of what it will be like for the Lord to recover, possess, and reign over the
whole earth (vv. 17-19).

C. The reign of Christ, typified by Solomon, will be in the millennium in the age of restoration (Rev. 20:4,

6; Matt. 19:28).
« DAY 3 »
IV. The reigning of Christ will be in righteousness and in justice, by which peace will be ushered in (Psa.
72:1-4, 7):

A. When Christ returns, He will be the King ruling over the entire earth with righteousness and justice
(89:14a; Isa. 32:1, 17; 11:4-5; 61:11b):
1. Righteousness is a matter of God’s kingdom, for it is related to God’s government, administration,
and rule (Matt. 6:33; Psa. 89:14a; 97:2b).
2. Justice is righteousness with a judgment; without judgment, there is no possibility of justice.
3. Justice comes from judgment according to a person’s righteousness, and it declares his
righteousness.
4. This corresponds with the fact that the foundation of God’s throne in the New Jerusalem is pure
gold, signifying God’s nature in the attributes of righteousness and justice (Rev. 21:18b; 22:1; Isa.
32:1).
B. Peace is a sign that righteousness and justice are present; as a result of Christ’s rule with righteousness
and justice, the earth will be full of peace (vv. 16-17).
C. There will be no peace until Christ returns; under His rule, peace will begin its reign (9:6-7; cf. 1 Thes.
5:3; Jer. 6:14).
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. Psalm 72 reveals that in His reigning, Christ will recover the earth by watering (vv. 6, 8): RS LA R , S g e e L R , s Dok
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1. Christ gains the earth not by fighting and judging but by watering. ARE—6 77 :
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primarily like showers to water the earth. P —— N N s
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3. Christ will have mercy on the earth, and He will come back graciously like showers of rain to water

the barren land and to satisfy the depressed and empty people (v. 6):

a. The whole earth is a dry and barren wilderness, and many evil things spring forth from this
drought and dryness; people are often sinful because they are disappointed and dissatisfied
(John 4:14-18).

b. The Lord Jesus will be the King, not merely by exercising power to subdue others but mainly by

supplying living water to satisfy the thirsty ones (Rev. 22:17).

c. In that day all nations will be rained upon by the Lord Jesus and will be happy under His
dominion; all will be satisfied by His living water (Isa. 35:6b-7a; 41:18; 43:19-20; Zech.
14:16-17).

« DAYS5 »

B. “He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth” (Psa. 72:8):
1. The Lord’s kingdom will spread to the ends of the earth by His flowing as a river (Dan. 2:44; Rev.

11:15; Joel 3:18):

a. Christ will have dominion from sea to sea and will flow as a river to the ends of the earth; where

the flow is, there His dominion will be.
b. The Lord’s dominion will be by Himself as the flowing river; He will gain the dominion and
recover the earth by His watering.
. The Lord Jesus will recover the earth by means of the river that will flow from Jerusalem (Ezek.
47:1-12; Joel 3:18):
a. Inthat day the center of the earth will be Jerusalem, and the center of Jerusalem will be the
house of God, from which the river will flow.
b. This river will reach all the earth in four directions, as in Genesis 2:10-14.
. In the Scriptures the concept of the divine stream is crucial (v. 10; Psa. 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev.
22:1-2):
a. The Bible reveals the flowing Triune God—the Father as the fountain of life, the Son as the
spring of life, and the Spirit as the river of life (Jer. 2:13; Psa. 36:9a; John 4:14; 7:37-39).
« DAY 6 >
b. The source of the flow is the throne of God and of the Lamb (Rev. 22:1).
c. In the Scriptures there is only one flow, only one divine stream:
1) The divine stream, which has been flowing throughout the generations, is uniquely one
(Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22:1).
2) Since there is only one divine stream and since the flow is uniquely one, we need to keep
ourselves in this one flow.
d. Where the divine stream flows, we have the life of God, the fellowship of the Body, the
testimony of Jesus, and the work of God (1 John 1:1-3).
. In His kingdom the reigning Christ will recover the earth by means of this river, the unique divine
stream (Psa. 72:8).
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« WEEK 12— DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. The earth is Jehovah’s, and its fullness, the habitable land and those who dwell in it.
24:1
7 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O long enduring doors; and the King of glory will
come in.
10 Who is this King of glory? Jehovah of hosts—He is the King of glory! Selah

In Psalm 22 Christ is the Redeemer and the Regenerator, in Psalm 23 He is the Shepherd, and in Psalm 24
He is the King who will regain the entire earth through the church, His Body, the people whom He has
redeemed and regenerated and is shepherding today. At His second coming Christ will take possession of the
earth (Rev. 10:1-2), which has been given to Him as His possession (Psa. 2:8), and will establish God’s
kingdom on the whole earth (Dan. 2:34-35; Rev. 11:15), thus recovering God’s right over the earth, which
has been usurped by His enemy, Satan. (Psa. 24:1, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 24:7-10, unveiling the victorious Christ as the coming King in God’s eternal kingdom, continues the
divine concept of verses 1-2. (Psa. 24:7, footnote 1)

The gates [in verse 7] are of the cities of the nations; the doors are of the houses of the people. (footnote 2)

The King of glory is Jehovah of hosts (that is, of armies), the consummated Triune God embodied in the
victorious and coming Christ (vv. 7-10; Luke 21:27; Matt. 25:31). Jehovah is Jesus (Matt. 1:21 and footnote),
and Jesus is the incarnated, crucified, and resurrected Triune God, who is strong in fighting and is victorious
(Rev. 5:5). He is the One who will come back in His resurrection with His overcomers to possess the entire earth
as His kingdom (Dan. 2:34-35; 7:13-14; Joel 3:11; Rev. 11:15; 19:13-14). (footnote 4)

Psalm 72 is actually a psalm on King Solomon, a type of Christ as the reigning One. Thus, David, the father,
typified one aspect of Christ, and Solomon, the son, typified another aspect of Christ. After His life of suffering
on earth, typified by the sufferings of David, Christ ascended to the heavens where He is now reigning as the
King, typified by Solomon. From this we see that the suffering Christ has become the reigning Christ. (Life-study
of the Psalms, p. 339)

Solomon is a type of Christ as the son of David, the One who inherits the throne and kingdom of David (2
Sam. 7:12-13; Luke 1:32-33). Solomon, as a type of Christ, did mainly two things: he built the temple of God in
the kingdom (1 Kings 6:2) and spoke the word of wisdom (1 Kings 10:23-24; Matt. 12:42). Christ, in fulfilling
this type, is now building the real temple of God, the church, in the kingdom of God and has spoken the word of
wisdom. (Matt. 1:1, footnote 3)

[In 2 Samuel 7:12 the Lord says to David, “I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth from
your body, and I will establish his kingdom.”] His kingdom in this verse refers to Christ’s kingdom (Luke
1:32-33). In the beginning of the New Testament Christ is introduced first as the son of David and then as the son
of Abraham (Matt. 1:1). Christ is the son of David to fulfill God’s covenant with David introduced in 2 Samuel
7, that God’s elect may be brought into the kingdom of the heavens and participate in the divine authority. Christ
is the son of Abraham to fulfill God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:3; 15:1-21; 22:18) so that the processed
Triune God as the consummated Spirit could become the blessing of God’s elect as their divine inheritance (Gal.
3:14; Acts 26:18). In order to be the blessing to His people, God must have a kingdom on earth in which to
exercise His administration under His full, divine authority. Hence, the preaching of the gospel in the New
Testament charges us to first repent of our rebellion (Matt. 3:2; 4:17) and receive Christ as the son of David, as
our King, that He may rule in us and over us in God’s kingdom. Under the Lord’s ruling in the kingdom, Christ as
the son of Abraham brings us into the enjoyment of the Triune God as our blessing. (2 Sam. 7:12, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 23, 27
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« WEEK 12— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. His name will be forever; as long as the sun endures, His name will spread; and men will be
72:17-19 blessed in Him; all the nations will call Him blessed. Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of
Israel, who alone does wondrous deeds; and blessed be His glorious name forever; and may
His glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.

Psalm 72 gives a glorious picture of what it will be like for the Lord to recover, possess, and reign over
the earth. “Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, / Who alone does wondrous deeds; / And blessed be
His glorious name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen” (vv. 18-19).

There is no “Amen” in Psalm 1. But here we have “Amen and Amen.” Praise the Lord for such an
improvement.... We may now be in the house within the city in anticipation of that soon coming day when the
Lord will take the earth in such a way. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp.
129-130)

Today’s Reading

The reigning Christ is typified in Psalm 72 by the reigning Solomon, the son of David (Matt. 1:1; 22:42), in his
prosperous and flourishing time. This is indicated by the title of this psalm, “Of Solomon,” and by the first verse:
“0O God, give Your judgments to the king, / And Your righteousness to the son of the king.”

The reign of Christ typified by Solomon will be in the millennium in the age of restoration (Rev. 20:4, 6; Matt.
19:28)....“He will judge Your people in righteousness, / And Your poor with justice. / The mountains will bear
peace to the people, / And the hills, in righteousness” (Psa. 72:2-3). This indicates that the reigning of Christ will
be in righteousness and in justice for peace. He will be feared by the people throughout the generations as long as
the sun and the moon endure (vv. 4-5).

As Christ reigns, He will drop like rain upon mown grass and like abundant showers dripping on the earth for
the flourishing of the righteous and for abundance of peace on earth as long as the moon lasts (vv. 6-7)....Verse 8
says, “He will have dominion from sea to sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth.” From “sea to sea”
means from the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea. The river mentioned here is the Euphrates. As Christ
exercises His dominion, all the nations will serve Him (vv. 9-11).

Verses 12 through 15 speak of Christ’s favor to the needy and their response to Him. He will deliver the needy
when he cries, and the poor when there is no one to help him. He will have pity on the weak and needy and will
save the souls of the needy, redeeming their soul from oppression. Verse 15 tells us of the response of the needy to
the reigning of Christ. “He shall live and to Him shall be given / The gold of Sheba; / And prayer shall be made
continually for Him; / He shall be blessed all the day long.”

In verse 16 we see that the reigning of Christ will be a blessing to all the earth in prosperity. “There will be an
abundance of grain on the earth, / Even at the tops of the mountains. / Its fruit will wave like the forests of
Lebanon, / And those of the city will blossom like the foliage of the earth.” Then in verse 17 we have the response
of the blessed ones to Him. “His name will be forever; / As long as the sun endures, His name will spread; / And
men will be blessed in Him; / All the nations will call Him blessed.”

“Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel, / Who alone does wondrous deeds; / And blessed be His glorious
name forever; / And may His glory fill the whole earth. / Amen and Amen” (vv. 18-19). This is the psalmist’s
blessing to God as the closing word of Book 2 of the Psalms. Thus, verse 20 concludes, “The prayers of David
the son of Jesse are ended.” (Life-study of the Psalms, pp. 343-345)

He shall live forever, the earth shall be restored because of Him, and men will be blessed in Him and bless Him
(Psa. 72:15-17). Do you still remember how Psalm 1 begins? It says, “Blessed is the man...” But here it says,
“Blessed be Jehovah God...” (v. 18). This is a real improvement. God’s name is blessed forever, and His glory is
manifested in the whole earth (vv. 18-19). (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 129)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 11, 29
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« WEEK 12— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. To the increase of His government and to His peace there is no end, upon the throne of David and
9:7 over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it in justice and righteousness from now to
eternity...
32:1 Indeed a King will reign according to righteousness, and the rulers will rule according to justice.

Psalm 72 tells us how Christ shall reign over the whole earth and how the saints will be glorified and
blessed with Him. First, we see that He will reign with righteousness and justice, by which peace will be
ushered in (vv. 1-5). When Christ returns, He will be the King, ruling over the entire earth with
righteousness and justice. Hence, the earth will be full of peace. People today speak much about peace, but
there will be no peace until Christ returns. Under His rule, real peace will begin its reign. “He will judge
Your people in righteousness, / And Your poor with justice. / The mountains will bear peace to the people”
(vv. 2-3). (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 127)

Today’s Reading

[In Matthew 6:33 the Lord says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.”] The Father’s kingdom is the reality of the kingdom of the heavens today, the reality of the church
life today, and will be the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens in the coming age. The Father’s
righteousness is the righteousness expressed by the keeping of the new law of the kingdom, as mentioned in 5:20.
This righteousness is Christ, who is lived out by the kingdom people. Since the kingdom people seek first the
kingdom and the righteousness of their heavenly Father, not only will His kingdom and His righteousness be given
to them, but also all that they need will be added to them. (Matt. 6:33, footnote 1)

[According to Isaiah 32:1, Christ] does not rule directly by Himself but indirectly through the rulers according
to justice....Righteousness is to be right, whereas justice is righteousness with a judgment.... When judgment is
exercised on someone according to what he is and has done, that verdict, that judgment, is justice....Christ will
reign according to righteousness, and He will rule through His helpers, the rulers, to judge the people according to
justice. The entire earth is lacking in righteousness, and nearly all the governments are short of justice. (Life-study
of Isaiah, pp. 305-306)

The throne signifies the administration of the New Jerusalem. This signifies that the administration of this
organic building is built on the base (God the Father’s nature) as its foundation. Psalm 89:14 says that
righteousness is the foundation of God’s throne. This implies that the very nature of God as the foundation of
God’s administration refers, in this aspect, to God’s attribute of righteousness. God has a nature, and His nature
is of many attributes.... Among all these divine attributes, the most important is righteousness. This is why we
need to be saved according to God’s righteousness (Rom. 1:16-17; 3:21-22). If we are saved only according to
God’s grace or according to God’s love, our salvation is not legally justified; it is not judicial. Anything that is of
righteousness is judicial, is legal, according to the law.

The foundation of God’s throne is not grace or love. Such a foundation would not be sure to us. God’s throne
is established on righteousness as its foundation. This righteousness is the main attribute in God’s nature. In the
New Jerusalem both the street and the base are gold, signifying God’s nature in the attribute of righteousness.
This is the foundation of the throne of God. (The God-men, pp. 80-81)

‘When the restoration comes, Christ will be the unique Governor, and the government of the Triune God will be
upon His shoulders. This government will increase and fill every corner of this earth.

The increase of Christ’s government and His peace will have no end. Peace is a sign that justice and
righteousness are present. In the new heaven and new earth, everything will be just and right (2 Pet. 3:13). When
Christ becomes Governor of this earth, the earth will be full of peace. (Life-study of Isaiah, pp. 58-59)

Further Reading: Life-study of Isaiah, msgs. 9, 43
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« WEEK 12— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. He will drop like rain upon mown grass, like abundant showers dripping on the earth.

72:6

Isa. I will open up rivers on the bare heights, and in the midst of the valleys, springs. I will make the
41:18 wilderness into a pool of water, and the dry land into springs of water.

In His second coming Christ will gain the earth not mainly by exercising His righteous judgment but by
coming like showers to water the people of the earth. He will have mercy on the earth and will come back
graciously like showers of rain to satisfy the thirsty ones (cf. Rev. 22:17). In that day all the nations will be
rained on by Christ and will be happy under His dominion. (Psa. 72:6, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 72 presents Christ in His rule like rain watering the earth; so the saints will flourish. “He will drop like
rain upon mown grass, / Like abundant showers dripping on the earth. / In His days the righteous will flourish, /
And there will be an abundance of peace / Until the moon is no more. / And He will have dominion from sea to
sea / And from the River unto the ends of the earth. / The desert dwellers will bow down before Him, / And His
enemies will lick the dust. / The kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands / Will pay tribute; / The kings of Sheba
and Seba / Will present gifts. / And all the kings will bow down before Him; / All the nations will serve Him” (vv.
6-11). Even at the time when Christ returns for judgment, He will be like rain upon mown grass, like abundant
showers dripping on the earth. This is the way Christ gains the earth. He gains it by His watering, not by fighting,
not by condemning, not by judging. Praise the Lord!

Today the entire earth is as a dry and barren wilderness. Many evil and sinful things spring forth from this
drought and dryness. Men are sinful because they are disappointed and dissatisfied. If you merely judge them,
smite them, and condemn them, the problem will not be solved. Of course, the Lord Jesus in His righteousness
must exercise His judgment upon all sinful things, but this is not the main aspect of His return. The primary
feature is that He will come down as abundant showers dripping on the dry and thirsty land. He will have pity on
this earth, and thus His dominion will not be by judging and smiting but by watering. Such a Christ will have
dominion from sea to sea and will flow as a river to the ends of the earth. Where the flow is, there also is the
dominion of the Lord Jesus. In that day all people—black and white, yellow and red—will be rained upon. They
will be so happy under Christ’s dominion. Oh the watering, oh the satisfaction, oh the peace, oh the security when
Christ returns! The Lord Jesus will return to satisfy people. He will be the King, not by exercising power to
subdue others but by supplying living water to satisfy the thirsty. All will be satisfied by His living water.
Hallelujah! He will reign from the River unto the ends of the earth. He will have dominion over the whole earth.

‘When I was a young Christian, I was given much teaching concerning the second coming of Christ. All these
teachings set forth Christ as a judge. I was taught that He would blast and smite the people in His anger. Never
did I hear a message saying that the Lord Jesus would come back so graciously as showers of rain to water the
barren land and satisfy the depressed and empty people. But from the Psalms I have assurance to say that, while
in one sense He will come back to judge, yet even in His judging, the earth will be watered. (Christ and the
Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, pp. 127-129)

In the millennium there will be no thirst. Living waters will go forth from Jerusalem, half of them toward the
eastern sea, the Dead Sea, and half of them toward the western sea, the Mediterranean Sea (Zech. 14:8). This is
similar to the record in the book of Ezekiel concerning the living water flowing out of the temple of God (Ezek.
47:1-2). (Life-study of Zechariah, p. 83)

Further Reading: Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 18; Life-study of Zechariah, msg. 14
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. And He will have dominion from sea to sea and from the River unto the ends of the earth.

72:8

Joel And in that day the mountains will drop down fresh wine, and the hills will flow with milk; and all

3:18 the waterways of Judah will flow with water, and a fountain will go forth from the house of
Jehovah, and it will water the valley of Shittim.

The significance of [the river in Psalm 72:8] is the same as the one mentioned in Psalm 46:4: “There is a
river whose streams gladden the city of God.” It is really meaningful. The river in verse 4 signifies the
flowing out of the Triune God, indicating that the Lord’s kingdom and reign is spread to the ends of the earth
by the flowing of the Triune God. His dominion is by Himself as the watering river, and He gains the
dominion by watering. Whether you say watering or flowing, rain or the river, they are the same. The rain is
the river, and the watering is the flowing. The Lord will recover the entire earth, not by examining, not by
judging, not by smiting, but by watering. Undoubtedly the Lord Jesus will return to exercise His righteous
judgment upon this earth. But that is only one aspect of His return. The other is that He will come back as
the rain to water the earth. (Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 128)

Today’s Reading

The river will be there. He will come to possess the earth not only by exercising power but by the flowing of
the Triune God. He will take the earth by means of that river, the river which flows from Jerusalem. Jerusalem in
that day will be the center of the earth, and in the center of Jerusalem will be the house, from which the river
flows. I believe that this river will reach all the earth in four directions, as in Genesis 2. His dominion will be from
the River unto the ends of the earth—not just by power, but by watering. Praise the Lord! (Christ and the Church
Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, p. 129)

We have seen that after man was created, he was put before a tree called the tree of life. By the side of the tree
of life there was a river, and by the flowing of this river there were some precious materials: gold, pearl, and onyx
stone. What is the meaning of these items? They are most significant. Remember that this is in the second chapter
of the whole of Scripture. At the end of the Scriptures, we find the same things again in the last two chapters.
There we see a city made of gold, pearls, and precious stones, the same kind of materials listed in Genesis 2.
There we also see a river flowing, and in its midst grows the tree of life. Here you have the river and the tree of
life once more.

How many times throughout the Scriptures God is spoken of as a flowing stream of water! “You cause them to
drink of the river of Your pleasures. / For with You is the fountain of life” (Psa. 36:8-9). The Lord Jesus tells us
that the water that He gives will become a fountain of living water springing up into eternal life (John 4:14). He
says again that whoever is thirsty may come to Him and drink, and whoever believes into Him will have rivers of
living water flowing from within him (7:37-38). All these words relate to one thing—that God has flowed out and
is still flowing on this earth into humanity as the life. We may ask, In what form has God flowed out? He has
flowed out first in His Son, in Christ, and then He has flowed out as the Spirit. God is the fountain, the very
source; Christ the Son is the spring of this divine water; and the Holy Spirit is the living stream, flowing all the
time.

The Scriptures show us that God comes to us as life as the flowing of living water. The Scriptures tell us that
whoever is thirsty may come to the Lord and drink the water of life freely (Rev. 22:17) and that in eternity the
Lord will be our Shepherd and will guide us to springs of waters of life (7:17). The water of life is God Himself
as our life. We drink of Him, we enjoy His pleasures, and we are satisfied with His fatness. (The Divine Stream,
pp. 9-10, 4)

Further Reading: Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms, ch. 11; Life-study of Ezekiel, msg.
26

Enlightenment and inspiration

FLo% BT
B A
Ho o8 WERPER/ KT FEFINE S XA FEIF B
W= 18 FIFRP o A LEGFAUED LRI R - ARG kit % F AR
WPRAr iy el ? Sk s SREH R B o

(BREtTZRN\HN ) ASH+AROEHRRE—#  "F—80 - XU -
FEHAEIRE ¢ ZNBRAERN - I+ARMETATRE=—HARL - f5AEM
EEMEN - FE=—Ma0ERYT BRIt - HNENEEMECFZENK - 2
fEHAMZENAR - TICIRIRZNEEFR - WY - 2 - WMID - 2%H
MEER - EERERH - F2ERN - FR2EFH - F2REHT - DIEEERE ! =
FoEEID) - EHPEREDR - it T ANXMES - ERAI2MERN—FE - 5
—HHEEMMERR - &RKZEM (SRPAETHMRNEESESZ - —H=MK )

% L

(EHREF) EEREH - BEEZEMEFHN - tthESELE - BELAET - thkiE
Bt - FMEZEFETRES - EEE=—MEVER - tBESIT - MEBMEBEE
BUSRLRYT - B - A - BREEHUSER MO - EEEEHUSHIPOE
B BAUMBRPRL - HEXTEUENSRAEZM - MECIMIETE - thERE
Rl - NI ERIMR— A NEEEES - RESEEE - BHXE | (BRPMER
HAURNEBESAS - —OOR)

HENERARELURHREZEEEGMNE - EERMBE—ET - MESXTRRME
TEESZHNME 0 £ - BIRNAEN - RERA...IFEEEX - FiCHLIHISZ
EREFXENEE - EXEKE - MERRERE - HNBRELRFNERE - B
ERMNBN—EAE - BRNEAZEMARN - MR SeItic _SMRFIGHER - 38
BRMNCEIN—EBRT - EHPREESH - (RE (REXRT ) XBHTS%H
o -

BAXZRIMIBRAKT - REETES | "REAIUHTIISRFTAIK - BRE
RIBE - BEMBVEL...... ¢ (H=N8~9) EHREFEFIFIA] - fthFrTaRIKEETA]
EHEBARE - ERAKZHER (L0 14)- thXig - ABHET - AIUBIthIRER
18 ; EAMBIA - MttBEPEREIEKAGTIAR (£ 37~39 ) REFHHE—HFE
—HEZRMRL®K - FEEXM ERRIIAREFEESR - RIJIEED : HELUTIPRY
SRR ? thEXREMNILFEEREEALR - ARMBEABRALE -H2F -
2R BERRAERZKNR - BI0F ; MERDIEENKT - —HERBR -
EXZLERNEBN - WIRDRKIEER - MEEKRGER - RESFR(] - BTHAT
PBEXER - oRIEMAIKE (B2 17); HXHE - EEFEHNVA - &
HMNBERKOR (£ 17) EMpIKEHECHERNER - HIVXTH - MEZ
fHEVRE - thEMBVEEHTRE (WRMKAE - hE -0 “E=I )°

2% BRPMEAHANRNEESES - F+—F ; MBESHERRE - F+RK

o

= °



« WEEK 12— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst forever; but the
4:14 water that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life.
Rev. And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
22:1 and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

We must consider the source of this stream. On the highest peak of the universe there is a throne, one
throne, and on this throne the Lamb is sitting....The Lamb is the crucified, buried, resurrected, and exalted
Christ. Christ is the Lamb....He is the very God in human nature. He is the One who died to redeem us from
our sins and who has been exalted to the highest place in the universe....He is the Lamb, and yet He is on the
throne. A lamb is a very humble thing, and a throne is full of authority. As the Lamb slain, the crucified
Jesus has now been exalted to the throne to have the full authority of the universe.... Within the Lamb is God
Himself. How can we know that God is within Him? We are told that God is the light and the Lamb is the
lamp. Just as the light is within the lamp, so God is within the Lamb on the throne.... This is the highest point
of the whole universe. Christ, the Lamb, with God within Him is sitting on the throne, and from this very
throne flows out the river of divine life. (The Divine Stream, pp. 10-11)

Today’s Reading

The flowing of the divine life, which started on the day of Pentecost and has been flowing throughout all
generations to this very day, is only one stream. Wherever it goes, wherever it flows, it is not many streams; it is
only one. Read the book of Acts, and you will see that there is one stream, one current. This stream started from
Jerusalem and flowed to Antioch, and from Antioch it turned to Asia and was flowing there. Then one day the
Lord wanted the stream to strike forth into Europe, to Macedonia, but the apostle who was working in the flowing
of the stream was not clear about it. Eventually, however, he became clear that the flowing was striking forth
from Asia to Europe, and he had to go along with it....From Macedonia the stream went in its path to Corinth, to
Rome, to Spain, and to all parts of Europe. History tells us that from Europe it flowed to the west, to America,
and from the west it flowed to the east and to the south. In reading the history of the church we find that this
flowing stream has never been stopped, and we notice that everywhere that this stream flowed, it was just one. It
was one in Jerusalem, one to Antioch, one to Asia, one to Europe, and one everywhere it has flowed. Please be
clear that there have never been two streams. There is only one stream, and you have to keep yourself in this one
stream.

Within this stream is the life of God. We read that in the river of living water is growing the tree of life,
yielding its fruit each month (Rev. 22:2). This shows that the life that supplies all our need is something growing
in the river of living water.

From this picture of the stream in the Scriptures, we may realize that it is also a stream of fellowship. Consider
the situation of the New Jerusalem. In the whole city there is only one street, and in the midst of that street is the
stream of living water. By contemplating this scene, we realize that this stream is the stream of fellowship.

Where this stream flows, there is also the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This stream is also the stream of God’s work. Where the stream flows, there is the work of God.

If you have this stream, you have everything. If you are in this stream, then you are in God, you are in the
Lamb with the throne, you are in the life, you are in the fellowship, you are in the testimony, and you are in the
work of God. Are you in the stream? You need to know. If you are not in the stream, you will have to make a
turn. We must be in the stream. (The Divine Stream, pp. 12-13, 4-7)

Further Reading: The Divine Stream
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« WEEK 12 — HYMN

Hymns, #984

River of living water,
River that flows from the throne,
Fellowship giving and making
God’s own authority known.

River of living water,
Fellowship freely bestows;
Bringing authority with it,

Through every place where it flows.

Water of life is the Spirit,
God as the life in it flows;
Carrying with it His Lordship,
Through every place where it goes.

Midst the gold street it floweth,
Thus showing to us the way;

As in God’s nature it floweth,
So in His way we will stay.

The tree of life by the river,
Shows to us God as our food;
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