Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One
An Overview of the Four Focal Books= Galatians,
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Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Scripture Reading: Gal. 4:19; Eph. 3:8, 17a; Phil. 1:19-
21a; Col. 1:27

Outline
Day 1

L. The books of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
and Colossians form a cluster of Epistles that
make up the heart of the divine revelation in the
New Testament; these writings are brief, but they
are profound, unfathomable, and inexhaustible:

A. Galatians reveals that Christ is versus religion
with its law (3:15-29); Ephesians reveals the
church as the Body of Christ (1:22-23); Philippians
concerns the experience, the living out, of Christ
(1:19-21a); and Colossians unveils the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ as the Head of the Body (1:18).

B. In Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians, Paul lifts the veil to show us who Christ
is and what Christ is:

1. In Colossians we see that Christ is all-inclusive
and all-extensive, the reality of every positive thing
in the universe—1:15; 2:16-17; 3:4, 10-11.

2. Galatians reveals that Christ stands in opposition to
religion—1:15-16.

3. The message of Philippians is “to me, to live is
Christ,” not to live according to even the highest
human virtues and attainments—1:21a.

4. Ephesians reveals that the result of Christ living in
us and of our living Him is the church as the Body of
Christ—1:22-23; 4:16.
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5. Thus, these four books are the heart of the New
Testament revelation concerning God's eternal
economy, showing us that Christ and the church are
the focal point of the divine revelation—5:32.

I1. Galatians reveals that Christ is versus
religion with its law—2:16, 20:

A. The book of Galatians deals strongly with deviation
from Christ by going back to the law—5:1-2, 4:

1. The desire of God's heart can be satisfied only if we
remain with Christ and allow Him to live in us and to
be formed in us—2:20; 4:19.

2. To hold to the law after Christ has come is
against the basic principle of God's New Testament
economy; Christ must replace the law in our life for
the fulfillment of God's eternal purpose—v. 21; 5:4;

3:23-25.

3. The central thought of Galatians 1 is the contrast
between religion and Christ; from the time that a vision
of Christ was imparted to Paul, he began to see Christ,
and Christ became everything to him—vv. 13-16.

Day 3

B. Paul's burden in Galatians was to reveal
Christ in such a way that He would be the focal
point of God's economy and of our daily walk—
VV. 15-16; 2:20.

II1. In Ephesians 3, the heart of
this Epistle, Paul speaks of the
unsearchable riches of Christ and
of Christ making His home in our
hearts—vv. 8, 17a:

A. When God's chosen people partake of and enjoy the
unsearchable riches of Christ, they are constituted with
those riches to be the church, through which God's
multifarious wisdom is made known to the angelic
rulers and authorities in the heavenlies—vv. 8, 10.

B. Paul prayed that we would be strengthened into
the inner man with the result that Christ could
make His home in our hearts and thereby occupy,
possess, permeate, and saturate our whole inner
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being with Himself—v. 17a:

1. The Christ who is making His home in our hearts is
an unlimited, immeasurable Christ—v. 18.

Day 4

2. When Christ makes His home in our hearts, we
will be filled unto all the fullness of God—the Body of
Christ as the corporate expression of the Triune God—
V. 19.

3. The genuine church life is the issue of the unlimited
and immeasurable Christ personally making His home
in our hearts—v. 17a; 4:16.

IV. The subject of the book of Philippians
is the experience of Christ in every
kind of circumstance; this book shows
us that Christ must be our experience
regardless of our circumstances and
difficulties—4:11-13:

A. As we experience Christ, we may take Him as
our living (1:19-21a), our expression (vv. 19-26;
4:22), our pattern (2:5-11), our constant salvation
(vv. 12-16), our drink offering (v. 17), our lived-out
righteousness (3:9), our goal (vv. 4-14), our virtues
(4:5-9), our secret (vv. 11-12), our power (v. 13),
and our expectation (3:20-21).

Day 5

B. When we take Christ as our goal, we count all
things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ (vv. 4-11); we know Christ, the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings (v. 10); and we are conformed to His
death to attain to the out-resurrection from the
dead (vv. 10-11).

C. Philippians is a book not only on the experience
of Christ but also on living Christ; the Christian
life is a life of living Christ for the constitution and
building up of the Body of Christ—1:19-21a; Eph.
4:12, 16; Col. 1:24; 2:19.
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Day 6

V. The book of Colossians concentrates on
Christ as the Head, revealing the profoundness,
all-inclusiveness, and unlimitedness of Christ
to a fuller degree than any other book in the
Bible—1:15-19; 2:9:

A. The Christ unveiled in Colossians is the all-
inclusive, extensive, preeminent One, the centrality
and universality of God's economy—1:27; 2:16-17,

3:4, 11.
B. The will of God is that the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ be our portion—1:9, 12,

C. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ dwells in us
as our hope of glory, He is our life, and He is the
unique constituent of the one new man—v. 27;
3:4, 10-11.

D. We should estimate and evaluate everything
according to the all-inclusive, extensive
Christ—2:8.

E. We need to be infused, saturated, and permeated
with the all-inclusive, extensive Christ until in our
experience He is everything to us—1:27; 2:16-17.
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 1)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=—
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:22-23 "And He subjected all things under His
feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the
church, which is His Body, the fullness of the One who
fills all in all."

Eph. 4:16 "Out from whom all the Body, being joined
together and being knit together through every joint
of the rich supply and through the operation in the
measure of each one part, causes the growth of the
Body unto the building up of itself in love."

The books of Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians form a cluster of Epistles that make up the
heart of the divine revelation in the New Testament. The
essential subject of these four books is Christ and the
church. Galatians reveals that Christ is versus religion with
its law; Ephesians reveals the church as the Body of Christ;
Philippians concerns the experience, the living out, of Christ;
and Colossians unveils the all-inclusive and all-extensive
Christ as the Head of the Body. (Gal. 1:1, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

In the four books that make up the heart of the
divine revelation—Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
and Colossians—Paul opens the veil to show us who
Christ is and what Christ is. Christ is all-inclusive
and all-extensive, the reality of every positive thing in
the universe. He is the reality of God, man, eternity,
light, and life. We simply do not have adequate
words to declare who and what Christ is....Perhaps
you knew only that Christ is the Son of God sent by
the Father in His mercy to die on the cross for the
salvation of sinners. You knew that He was born of a
virgin, that He died on the cross, that He was raised
from among the dead, and that He was exalted to the
heavens. You believed in Him as your dear Redeemer
and precious Savior, and in this way you were saved.
Then you realized that you need Him to help you live
in such a way as to glorify the Father. It is good to
know Christ in this way, but this knowledge of Him
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is far too limited.

Only recently have I been impressed with
the extensiveness of Christ. One day as I was
speaking on the Christ revealed in Colossians, I
spontaneously used the term extensive and pointed
out that the revelation in Colossians concerning
Christ is extensive, even all-extensive, for Christ
is more extensive than the whole universe. He is
immeasurable, limitless. Hence, He is not only all-
inclusive, but also all-extensive.

Although Christ’s all-inclusiveness is clearly
revealed in the Bible, many believers are greatly
surprised when they hear us speak of it....Christ
is our eating, drinking, feast, new moon, and
Sabbath. He is the body, the reality, the substance,
of all the positive things in the universe. He is the
reality of the air we breathe, of the food we eat, and
of the sunshine we enjoy. Furthermore, He is the
reality of both the Triune God and of man. (Life-
study of Philippians, pp. 158-159)

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians...are really the heart of the whole
Bible, not just of the New Testament. Their theme
is Christ and the church. Galatians reveals that
Christ stands in opposition to religion, even the
Jewish religion, which was set up according to the
commandments and ordinances given by God.
Christ is on one side, and the Jewish religion
and its law are on the other. Surely the Jewish
religion was the highest; no heathen religion could
compare with it. Yet Christ stands against it.

The message of Philippians is “to me, to live
is Christ” (1:21). This Christ, who stands in
opposition to the highest human attainments,
is our life. We are not religious people or
philosophical people; we are Christians, “Christ
people.” A Christian has Christ within and lives
Him out.

The result of this Christ living in us, opposed to
religion and philosophy, is the church, the theme
of Ephesians. The church is Christ, opposing
religion and philosophy, and living out of His
people. This Christ within and among His people
is God revealed, the heart of the divine revelation.
(Life Messages, vol. 2, pp. 75-76)

Further Reading: Life Messages, vol. 2, ch. 56; Life-
study of Philippians, msg. 56
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 2)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=—
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 5:1-2 "It is for freedom that Christ has set us
free; stand fast therefore, and do not be entangled
with a yoke of slavery again. Behold, I Paul say to
you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit
you nothing."

Gal. 1:16 "To reveal His Son in me that I might
announce Him as the gospel among the Gentiles..."

Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians
are the heart of God’s revelation. They tell us that
Christ and the church are the focal point of the divine
revelation. The apostle Paul, through whom this
mystery has been revealed, tells us that until the New
Testament economy this mystery was hidden in God
(Eph. 1:9). (Life Messages, vol. 2, p. 123)

Today’s Reading

Christ today is the life-giving Spirit as the blessing
of the gospel, the blessing promised by God. To have
the full enjoyment of this blessing is to let Christ be
formed in us. This means that if we would have the
full enjoyment of the blessing of the gospel, we need
to have Christ formed in us. If Christ is not yet fully
formed in us, then our enjoyment of the blessing of the
New Testament is not yet full....Galatians 4:21 says,
“Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you
not hear the law?” The book of Galatians deals strongly
with deviation from Christ by coming back under the
law. Such deviation shuts the believers out from the
enjoyment of Christ as their life and their everything.

In 2:21 Paul says, “I do not nullify the grace of
God.” If we consider this verse in context, we see
that to nullify the grace of God means that in our
experience we do not have Christ living in us. In
verse 20 Paul says, “It is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me.” Then he goes on to
say that he does not nullify the grace of God. This
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is a strong indication that for us as believers to
nullify the grace of God is for us to deny Christ
the opportunity to live in us. The grace of God is
simply the living Christ Himself. To allow Christ to
live in us is to enjoy the grace of God.

“I,” the natural person [in Galatians 2:20], is
inclined to keep the law that I might be perfect
(Phil. 3:6), but God wants me to live Christ that
God may be expressed in me through Him (Phil.
1:20-21). Hence, God’s economy is that “I” be
crucified in Christ’s death and Christ live in me
in His resurrection. To keep the law is to exalt
it above all things in my life; to live Christ is to
make Him the center in my life, even to make Him
everything to me. The law was used by God to keep
His chosen people in custody for Christ for a period
of time (Gal. 3:23), and eventually to conduct them
to Christ (3:24) that they might receive Him as life
and live Him as God’s expression. Since Christ has
come, the function of the law has been terminated;
therefore, Christ must replace the law in my life for
the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose. (Life-study
of Galatians, pp. 210-211, 95, 89)

The central thought of the first chapter of Galatians is
the contrast between religion and Christ....The apostle
Paul presented himself as an example to illustrate
this. Formerly, he was very involved with the Jewish
religion. He was trained in Judaism and learned it
thoroughly. Not only so, he was zealous for it and gave
himself entirely to it. This is man’s way. However,
one day God came in and revealed not a religion, a
system, a set of forms, teachings, or practices but a
person in him (v. 16). Although Paul was zealous for
his forefathers’ religion and was one hundred percent
for it, God revealed Christ in him. Then Christ became
everything to him. Christ became life, revelation, and
vision within him, and He became the preaching,
the work, and the activity outside of him. Moreover,
the gospel of the living person of Christ realized and
experienced by Paul was not taught to him by man but
was a revelation by Jesus Christ (vv. 11-12). (A General
Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and
the Church, Part 2: Romans through Philemon, p. 179)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msgs. 7-8; A
General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ
and the Church, Part 2: Romans through Philemon, ch. 15
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 3)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=—
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:8 "To me, less than the least of all saints,
was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel."

Eph. 3:10 "In order that now to the rulers and the
authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom
of God might be made known through the church."

Eph. 3:18 "...Be full of strength to apprehend with all the
saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are."

Paul’s burden in the book of Galatians was to
reveal Christ in such a way that He would be not
only the focal point of God’s economy, but also
the focal point of our daily walk. God has revealed
Christ into us, and now we need to live Him....Paul
goes on to point out how we can experience such a
Christ. If we would experience Him, we must have
the Spirit as our life. This requires that we have
a divine birth. Then we should walk by the Spirit
and take the Spirit as our goal. We are not aimless
people who wander about without a goal. We have
a clear, definite aim—the Spirit. If the Spirit is
our goal, everything in our daily life will become
meaningful. (Life-study of Galatians, p. 312)

Today’s Reading

In Ephesians 3:8 Paul speaks of the unsearchable
riches of Christ....We simply have no idea what vast
riches we possess in Christ. Often we have prayed,
“Lord, I am poor and pitiful.” But not many have
prayed in this way: “Lord, I thank You that I am
rich, complete, and full. Lord Jesus, because I am
in You, I am richer than the wealthiest billionaire.
I am short of nothing.”...Tell the Lord, the angels,
and even the demons that you are richer than any
earthly billionaire because you are in the Christ
whose riches are unsearchable. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 179)
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The church is produced from the unsearchable riches
of Christ. When God’s chosen people partake of and
enjoy the riches of Christ, they are constituted with
those riches to be the church, through which God’s
multifarious wisdom is made known to the angelic
rulers and authorities in the heavenlies. Hence, the
church is God’s wise exhibition of all that Christ is.
(Eph. 3:10, footnote 3)

Chapters 1 and 2 cover the revelation of the church,
and chapter 3 covers the constitution of the church.
In chapter 3 we see that Paul, who was a leading one
and a pattern, received the revelation and enjoyed
the riches of Christ. These riches were metabolically
constituted into his being to make him a part of
the Body. All who would follow him to be today’s
apostles and prophets must be the same as Paul in
these matters. Then the church will be constituted
to become the fullness of Christ and the fullness of
God....Paul prayed that we might be strengthened into
our inner man with the result that Christ could make
His home in our heart and thereby occupy, possess,
permeate, and saturate our whole inner being with
Himself. In this way we are filled with Christ, and we
become strong to apprehend the dimensions of Christ
and to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ.
Eventually, we shall be filled with Christ to such an
extent that we become the fullness of God.

In order to experience Christ in His universal
dimensions, we need the church life. We need to
experience Christ with all the members of the Body.
In particular, we need the church meetings, for in the
meetings we are balanced. Through messages and
the testimonies of the saints, we are balanced. If we
experience the dimensions of Christ in the church life,
we shall gradually be woven into a “carpet.” We shall
not be thin lines of “thread.” What is needed today is
not lines of “thread,” but a “carpet” woven through the
balanced experience of Christ in the church.

When we experience Christ in this way, we find that
His breadth and length are immeasurable. Christ is
immeasurable in His spreading forth. As we experience
Christ in His spreading, we come to see that the
dimensions of the universe are the very dimensions of
Christ. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 285, 288)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 33; A General
Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and
the Church, Part 2: Romans through Philemon, chs. 16-17
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 4)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=—
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:19 "...Know the knowledge-surpassing love
of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness
of God."

Phil. 1:20-21 "According to my earnest expectation
and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ
will be magnified in my body, whether through life
or through death. For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain."

When Christ makes His home in our hearts, and when
we are full of strength to apprehend with all the saints
the dimensions of Christ and to know by experience His
knowledge-surpassing love, we will be filled unto all
the fullness of God, which is the church, the corporate
expression of God for the fulfillment of His intention.

The fullness of God [in Eph. 3:19] implies that
the riches of all that God is have become His
expression. When the riches of God are in God
Himself, they are His riches. But when the riches
of God are expressed, they become His fullness
(John 1:16). All the fullness of God dwells in Christ
(Col. 1:19; 2:9). Through His indwelling, Christ
imparts the fullness of God into our being that we
may be filled even unto the fullness of God to be
the practical manifestation of the church, in which
God may be glorified in His expression (Eph. 3:21).
(Eph. 3:19, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

The proper church life comes only from the issue of our
enjoyment of the unsearchable riches of Christ. The
proper church life is also the issue of Christ personally
making His home in our heart to occupy every corner
of our inner being. We need to have a church life
which is the issue of the enjoyment of Christ’s riches
and the issue of the unlimited Christ personally
making His home in our entire inward being. Then we
can have a tranquil church life. Eventually, we will see
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this fully in the New Jerusalem....This is because the
New Jerusalem is the ultimate issue of our enjoyment
of Christ and of Christ making His home in our
hearts. The Body of Christ is the consummation of
the believers’ enjoyment of the unsearchable riches of
Christ and the consummation of the experience of the
unlimited Christ making His home in our hearts. (The
Intrinsic View of the Body of Christ, p. 52)

The subject of the book of Philippians is the experience of
Christ in every kind of circumstance. No other book deals
as specifically with the experience of Christ as this one,
telling us that Christ must be our experience regardless
of our circumstances and difficulties. (A General Sketch
of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the
Church, Part 2: Romans through Philemon, p. 209)

Paul, who experienced Christ richly and abundantly,
took Christ as his living [Phil. 1:21]....Verse 20 shows
us that Paul, who was rich in the experience of Christ,
took Christ also as his expression. All his life and
work were not for expressing himself or for displaying
his knowledge, his ability, or his other merits and
strong points. What he was and what he did were for
expressing Christ, even for magnifying Christ, that
Christ would be not only expressed through him but
even magnified in him.

[According to 2:5] we need to take Christ’s mind as
our mind. Paul not only took Christ as his living and
expression without, but he also took the mind of
Christ as his mind within. According to the text which
follows, the thinking in the mind of Christ in [verse
5] was that of One who changed from the form of
God into the likeness of man to become a man, even
emptying Himself to take the form of a slave and to
humble Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even
the death of a cross.

In experiencing Christ, Paul was found by others to
be a man in Christ, not having a righteousness which
was from his own keeping of the law, but having the
righteousness from God through his faith in Christ,
which is just Christ Himself lived out from him to be
expressed as his righteousness (Phil. 3:9). In such a
way, Paul took Christ as the righteousness which he
lived out. (Life Lessons, vol. 3, pp. 36-37)

Further Reading: A General Sketch of the New
Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 2:
Romans through Philemon, ch. 18; The Intrinsic View
of the Body of Christ, ch. 3
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 5)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:11-13 "Not that I speak according to lack,
for I have learned, in whatever circumstances I
am, to be content. I know also how to be abased,
and I know how to abound; in everything and in
all things I have learned the secret both to be filled
and to hunger, both to abound and to lack. I am
able to do all things in Him who empowers me."

Paul, who pursued the knowledge of Christ in
order to experience Him more deeply, considered
his pursuit of Christ to be his only task [Phil. 3:13-
14]. Thus, he pursued by forgetting the things
which were behind and stretching forward to the
things which were before. His pursuit was toward
one aim, one goal, and that goal was Christ. He
took Christ as his goal, pursuing to obtain the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. This
prize is also Christ, that is, Christ as the enjoyment
of His pursuers. Paul pursued upward, toward the
heavens, to gain Christ, whom he took as the goal
and prize. (Life Lessons, vol. 3, p. 38)

Today’s Reading

“Brothers, what things are true, what things are
dignified, what things are righteous, what things are
pure, what things are lovely, what things are well
spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take
account of these things” (Phil. 4:8). Truthfulness,
dignity, righteousness, purity, loveliness, and that
which is well spoken of are six praiseworthy virtues.
These virtues are the expressions of God’s attributes
lived out from within the pursuers of Christ, who is the
embodiment of God.

[Verse 13] shows us that Paul experienced Christ
by taking Christ as power to live out Christ as his
magnificent living....[Verses 11 and 12 show that]
in any environment and in any matter, Paul, who
experienced Christ richly and abundantly, learned the
secret to be content and to rejoice always.
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“For our commonwealth exists in the heavens,
from which also we eagerly await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transfigure the body of our
humiliation to be conformed to the body of His glory,
according to His operation by which He is able even to
subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21). The life
which Paul lived in the experience of Christ was one
that awaited the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
would come from the heavens to transfigure his body
of humiliation, conforming it to the body of His glory.
Thus, he took the Christ whom he experienced as his
expectation. (Life Lessons, vol. 3, pp. 38-39)

The out-resurrection should be the goal and
destination of our Christian life. We can only reach
this goal by being conformed to the death of Christ,
by living a crucified life. In the death of Christ we are
processed in resurrection from the old creation to the
new. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 188-189)

Philippians, the book on the experience of Christ,
immediately follows Ephesians, the book on the church.
This is the meaning of the sovereign order of these books.
The more we love Christ and live in Him, by Him, and
with Him, and the more we experience Him, the more we
sense our deep need for the church. (A General Sketch of
the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church,
Part 2: Romans through Philemon, pp. 209-210)

[Paul] saw that he was crucified with Christ and it
was no longer he who lived but Christ who lived in
him (Gal. 2:20). So, he endeavored to live Christ
that Christ might be magnified in him (Phil. 1:20-
21) for the building up of the Body of Christ (Col.
1:24) and the fulfillment of God’s eternal economy
(Eph. 3:9-10).

Being a Christian depends mainly on living Christ for
the constitution and building up of the Body of Christ.
This is the reality of the Lord’s recovery in this age.
Without Christ as the life element for the constitution
of the Body of Christ, and without the Body of Christ
as the full expression of the all-inclusive Christ, the
recovery today would become zero. (The Constitution
and the Building Up of the Body of Christ, p. 18)

Further Reading: Life Lessons, vol. 3, Isn. 29; Life-
study of Philippians, msg. 22; The Constitution and
the Building Up of the Body of Christ, ch.1
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message One (Day 6)

An Overview of the Four Focal Books=—
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:18 "And He is the Head of the Body, the church;
He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that
He Himself might have the first place in all things."

Col. 1:27 "To whom God willed to make known what
are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

Originally, Christ was the unique element in the church
life, yet at that time a disturbance was created because
Christ was being replaced by culture. The constituent
of the church should be Christ and Christ alone, yet
the church had been invaded by certain elements of
culture—especially religion, in the form of asceticism
related to Judaic ordinances and observances (Col.
2:16, 20-21), and philosophy, in the form of mysticism
related to Gnosticism and the worship of angels
(2:8, 18). Hence, the central concept of this book is that
nothing should be allowed to replace Christ.

[Colossians] concentrates on Christ as the Head of the
Body. It reveals the profoundness, all-inclusiveness,
and unlimitedness of Christ to a fuller extent than any
other book in the Bible. (Col. 1:1, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

We need to see that Christ is the preeminent and
all-inclusive One, the centrality and universality of
God [and of God’s economy]. The book of Colossians
reveals that Christ is preeminent, that He has the first
place in everything. Both in the first creation and in
the new creation Christ occupies the first place.

The will of God...is not focused on things such as
marriage, jobs, or housing; it is concerned with
the all-inclusive Christ as our portion. The will of
God for us is that we know the all-inclusive Christ,
experience Him, and live Him as our life. To know
Christ in this way is to have the full knowledge of
God’s will.

God’s will for the Colossians was to know Christ, to
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experience Christ, to enjoy Christ, to live Christ, and to
have Christ become their life and their person. God’s
will for us today is exactly the same.

Such a Christ now dwells in us and is waiting for the
opportunity to spread Himself throughout our being.
We need to live by Him moment by moment. We
should not give any ground in our living to culture.
Instead, all the room within us should be given over
to the all-inclusive Christ who dwells in us to be our
hope of glory.

In Colossians 3:3 and 4 we see that the Christ
who is the focal point of God’s economy and the
reality of all the positive things is our life. Our life
is hidden with Christ in God. This means that we
today are living in God. As our life, Christ is the
constituent of the new man. Because Christ is the
unique constituent of the new man, in the new man
there is no room for Greeks and Jews, Americans
and Chinese, circumcision and uncircumcision,
slaves and free men. In the new man the Christ who
is our life is all and in all. (Life-study of Colossians,

pp- 41, 19, 20, 309, 310)

Christ is the governing principle of all genuine wisdom
and knowledge, the reality of all genuine teaching, and
the only measure of all concepts acceptable to God.
[Colossians] focuses on Christ as our everything. (Col.
2:8, footnote 4)

In Galatians Paul speaks of Christ being revealed
in us, of Christ living in us, and of Christ being
formed in us. But in Colossians he uses a number
of special terms for Christ: the portion of the
saints, the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn
of all creation. In this short book, one aspect
of Christ after another is unfolded. Therefore,
Colossians reveals that Christ is profound and
all-inclusive. The all-inclusive Christ transcends
our understanding. Our need is to be infused,
saturated, and permeated with Him until in our
experience Christ is everything to us: our food,
our drink, our feasts, our holy days, our Sabbath,
our new moon, our everything. We must not allow
anything to replace Christ or to be a substitute for
Him. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 9)

Further Reading: A General Sketch of the New
Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 2:
Romans through Philemon, chs. 19-20; Life-study of
Colossians, msgs. 1, 3, 5
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012

THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two

Galatians—Christ Formed in Us
Scripture Reading: Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20; 3:27; 4:19
Outline
Day 1&Day 2

I. God's intention is to give us Christ
as everything—Gal. 1:15-16; 2:20;
3:27; 4:19:

A. Christ, a living person, is the focus of Paul's
gospel; Paul's preaching was to bring forth Christ,
the Son of the living God, in the believers—1:15-16;
2:20; 4:19; Rom. 1:1, 3-4.

B. According to Galatians, the most evil thing is to
distract people from Christ; God's will is to reveal
Christ in us, to have Christ live in us, and to have
Christ formed in us, but religion distracts people
from this purpose—5:2, 4.

Day 3

C. The book of Galatians reveals that Christ is deeply
related to our inner being and that He desires to have
a very subjective relationship with us; the specific
characteristic of Galatians is that Christ should be
wrought into us—1:15-16; 2:20; 3:27; 4:19.

II. In Galatians 4:19 Christ is presented
as the One who is formed in the
believers:

Day 4

A. According to Paul's usage in the New Testament,
the word form refers to the outward expression of
the inner being (Phil. 2:6); what we are is expressed
in our form, that is, the outward expression of our
inner being.
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B. To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ
fully grown in us—Gal. 4:19; Eph. 4:13-16:

1. To have Christ formed in us is to allow Him
to permeate our whole being and saturate our
inward parts—Gal. 4:19; Eph. 3:17a; Col. 3:4,
10-11:

a. When Christ occupies our inner being in this way,
He is formed in us.

b. We need to allow Christ to saturate every
part of our inner being; He must occupy us and
saturate our mind, emotion, and will—Phil. 2:5;
Eph. 3:17a.

¢. To have Christ possess our entire being is to have
Him formed in us Psa. 51:6; Gal. 4:19.

2. To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-
inclusive Spirit to occupy every part of our inner
being—v. 19; 3:2-3, 14:

a. Christ should not only spread into our mind,
emotion, and will; He should actually become our
mind, emotion, and will—Phil. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16.

b. Everything other than Christ must diminish,
and Christ must become everything to us in our
experience; this is to have Christ formed in us.

3. To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ
mingled with our whole being—6:17:

a. In every part of our being, Christ should be mingled
with us—Eph. 4:23.

b. Christ must permeate us and saturate us until He is
completely blended with us; then He will be formed in
us—3:17a; Gal. 4:19.

4. Paul's word about Christ being formed in the
believers implies that we are being constituted with
Christ—Col. 1:27; 3:4, 10-11:

Day 5

a. Christ is living in us, He is being formed in us,
and He is becoming our constitution; Christ is now
living in us so that we may be constituted with Him
organically—Gal. 2:20; Col. 3:4, 10-11.

b. Eventually, our whole being will be constituted with
the element of Christ, for He will constitute every part
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of our soul so that we may have His form, His image,
in every part of our being—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29.

5. The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to
the word image in 2 Corinthians 3:18:

a. Christ's being formed in us depends on our being
transformed into His image—v. 18.

b. Our being transformed into His image and His
being formed in us cause us to be conformed to His
image; our being conformed to His image is the issue
of His being formed in us—Gal. 4:19; Rom. 8:29.

6. For Christ to make His home in our hearts, He
needs to be able to settle down within us, and this
requires that we allow Christ to make His home in
all the parts of our inner being; this is to have Christ
formed in us Eph. 3:17a.

Day 6

7. Christ needs to be formed in us so that we may be
sons of full age and heirs to inherit God's promised
blessing and so that we may mature in the divine
sonship—Gal. 3:14, 26, 29; 4:5-6:

a. Christ must mature in us in order for us to be
heirs for the full enjoyment of the Triune God as
our inheritance; the Holy Spirit is the pledge of our
inheritance—Eph. 1:13b-14; 1 Pet. 1:4.

b. We need to pray that the Lord will bring us into
the experience and enjoyment of Christ, who has
been born into us, is now living in us, and will be
formed in us at our maturity in order that we may be
sons of full age and heirs of God's promised blessing
and that we may mature in the divine sonship—Gal.

3:29; 4:0, 19.
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 1)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:1 "Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle,
separated unto the gospel of God."

Rom. 3-4 "Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed
of David according to the flesh, who was designated the
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out
of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord."

The book of Galatians reveals that the original
purpose and ultimate intention of God is to give
us Christ. God’s plan and God’s purpose is to give
us Christ as everything. At the time of Abraham,
God came in to promise him not the law and
not seeds but a seed. That promise to Abraham
is called the gospel in Galatians 3:8....We may
have thought that gospel preaching started after
the Lord ascended to the heavens. However,
according to Galatians 3 God began to preach the
gospel to mankind at least in Genesis 12 when He
promised Abraham a seed. The message of the
gospel is, “In you shall all the nations be blessed,”
and the content of this message is, “your seed,
who is Christ” [Gal. 3:8, 16]. Verse 16 says, “But
to Abraham were the promises spoken and to
his seed. He does not say, And to the seeds, as
concerning many, but as concerning one: ‘And
to your seed,” who is Christ.” God preached the
gospel to Abraham, and its message was that all
the nations would be blessed in him. The content
of the message is that Christ is the unique seed
because God’s intention and purpose is to give us
Christ as everything. (A General Sketch of the New
Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church,
Part 2: Romans through Philemon, p. 176)

Today’s Reading

Paul was in travail that Christ might be formed
in the Galatians. Christ, a living person, is
the focus of Paul’s gospel. His preaching is to
bring forth Christ, the Son of the living God,
in the believers. This differs greatly from the
teaching of the law in letters. Hence, the book
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of Galatians is emphatically Christ-centered.
Christ was crucified (3:1) to redeem us out of
the curse of the law (3:13) and rescue us out
of the evil religious course of the world (1:4);
and He was resurrected from among the dead
(1:1) that He might live in us (2:20). We were
baptized into Him, identified with Him, and
have put on Him, have clothed ourselves with
H1m 3:27). Thus we are in Him (3:28) and

have become His (3 29; 5:24)....He has been
revealed in us (1:16), He is now living in us
(2:20), and He will be formed in us (4:19). It is
to Him the law has conducted us (3:24), and in
Him we are all sons of God (3:26). It is in Him
that we inherit God’s promised blessing and
enjoy the all-inclusive Spirit (3:14). It is also
in Him that we are all one (3:28). We should
not be deprived of all profit from Him and so
be severed from Him (5:4). We need Him to
supply us with His grace in our spirit (6:18)
that we may live Him. (Life-study of Galatians,
pp. 204-205)

The most evil thing, according to Galatians,

is to distract people from Christ. God’s will is
to reveal Christ into us, to have Christ live in
us, and to have Christ 'formed in us. This is
God’s purpose. Yet religion is something that
distracts people from this purpose. To human
eyes it does not appear so evil, but to God’s
eyes it is the most evil thing. God’s intention is
to work Christ into us, but Satan’s subtlety is
to use religion to keep us away from Christ. It
appears good and cultured, yet religion severs
more people from Christ than anything else....If
we have God’s point of view, we will see that
anything that severs people from Christ is evil.
Even the most moral, ethical, and religious
things are evil in the eyes of God, because they
sever us from the indwelling Christ.

Praise the Lord that His grace is with our spirit!
If we stay in our mind, surely we will be religious,
but when we turn to our spirit there is the rich
enjoyment of Christ as grace. The tree of life is
in our spirit, and the tree of knowledge is in our
mind. This is the indwelling Christ in Galatians.
He is now dwelling in our spirit to be our enjoyable
grace. (The Indwelling Christ in the Canon of the
New Testament, pp. 114-115)

Further Reading: The Indwelling Christ in the Canon
of the New Testament, chs. 11-12
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 2)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 1:15-16 "But when it pleased God, who set me
apart from my mother’s womb and called me through
His grace, to reveal His Son in me that I might
announce Him as the gospel among the Gentiles,
immediately I did not confer with flesh and blood."

We must realize that Christ is the life-giving Spirit
living in our spirit, and we need to learn the secret
of contacting Him. We should forget everything
else, never be distracted by anything, and always
pay our full attention to the Spirit. We must love
Him, contact Him, obey Him, follow Him, and
always hold on to Him. We need to learn the way
to exercise our spirit to contact Him. Galatians
speaks of the Spirit and our spirit several times.
We must walk by the Spirit, live by the Spirit,
sow unto the Spirit to reap of the Spirit, and
restore a fallen brother in the spirit (5:16, 25;
6:8, 1). Today God is in Christ, and Christ, the all-
inclusive One, is the Spirit, and this Spirit is the
very communication, communion, fellowship, and
transmission to us. He is in our spirit, so now we
must learn to exercise our spirit to contact this
wonderful Spirit. Then we will enjoy Christ, and
all the more we will love Him, pray to Him, turn to
Him, fellowship with Him, and know not doctrine
but Christ Himself. (The Experience of Christ in
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians,

Pp- 34-35)
Today’s Reading

In the entire universe God has only one intention,
that is, to work Christ into us. God had no intention
in creating the universe other than for His purpose
to work Christ into a group of human beings. God
had no intention in creating the many human beings
except to work Christ into them. Likewise, God had no
intention in accomplishing redemption other than to
work Christ into us. Similarly, He has no intention to
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give us teachings and doctrines outside of His purpose
to work Christ into us.

It is pitiful that the material things have been utilized
by the enemy to distract the Gentiles from Christ,
the religious things have been utilized to distract the
Jews from Christ, and even the spiritual things have
been utilized to distract Christians from Christ. The
material things, the Old Testament, and the New
Testament were given by God for the purpose of
working Christ into us, but today the enemy of God,
Satan, has utilized all these things to distract not only
the Gentiles and Jews but also the Christians, even the
seeking ones. How subtle this is!

The apostle Paul, as an example, was religious, but
he eventually became one hundred percent for Christ
and not a bit for anything else. In no sense and in no
way should we be religious. We must forget about
religion and instead know Christ in a living way.
(The Experience of Christ in Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, and Colossians, pp. 26, 28-29)

[The Galatians] had been brought to the Lord through
Paul’s preaching of the gospel, and he had a heart
to care for them. Paul’s burden was not to carry on
a Christian work, but was to minister Christ to the
believers, to labor that Christ might be formed in them
(Gal. 4:19). It is possible to work for the Lord and to
help the saints, without having the burden to minister
Christ to them. We may earnestly work for Christ
without having any burden to see Christ formed in the
saints. Hence, it is important for us to see that Paul’s
burden as expressed in these verses was altogether
different from that of most Christian workers. We may
be burdened for the raising up of local churches and
for the strengthening of the churches. However, we
may not have the burden to minister Christ into the
saints. To preach the gospel and raise up churches is
one thing; to bear the burden to minister Christ into
the saints is another. Paul’s burden was not for a work;
it was for ministering Christ into the believers. This is
the reason that in Galatians 4:8-20 Paul uses certain
intimate expressions,...which show the closeness of his
relationship to the Galatian believers and his affection
for them. (Life-study of Galatians, p. 199)

Further Reading: The Experience of Christ in Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, ch. 2; The
Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 323-325
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 3)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 "I am crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith,
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me."

Gal. 4:19 "My children, with whom I travail again in
birth until Christ is formed in you."

According to Galatians, Christ must first be
revealed in us. Then this Christ must live in us
(2:20). We are familiar with these verses, but
we may not pay attention to them. Do we really
mean business that Christ has been revealed
in us and is now living in us? Not only so, we
have put on Christ, just as we put on a garment
(3:27?. That we have put on Christ means that
we are put into Christ. Christ has been put into
us, He 1s being revealed in us as our life, and we
have been put into Christ. He is like a garment
covering us.

In addition, Christ must be formed in us (4:19).
We may use a glove to illustrate the matter
of being formed. When we put our hand into
a glove, the hand is in the glove but it is not
formed in the glove until all the fingers are
fixed in place. Gradually the thumb fits in place,
and then the second, third, fourth, and fifth
fingers; finally the entire hand is formed in the
glove. Christ must be fully, thoroughly, wholly
mingled with us in all our inward parts—in our
mind, emotion, and will. (The Experience of
Christ in Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians, p. 30)

Today’s Reading

We may have Christ in us only in a general way.
We have Christ in our spirit as our life, but we
may not have Christ in our mind as our thought.
We also may not have Christ in our emotions as
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our love. Christ must even be our hate; we need
to hate certain things by Christ and with Christ.
We also must have Christ in our will as our
decision and choice. Christ must be everything
in our inward parts. He must be mingled with
us in every part of our being. Then He will be
formed in us, and we will be conformed to His
image. This means that we will be absolutely
one with Him, not only in life and nature but
also in form, expression, and image.

Christ must be subjective to us. In more than one
Place, people have criticized our hymn that says,
‘Christ to me is so subjective” (Hymns, #537).
Many people do not have the concept that Christ
is subjective. Once when I had trouble with my
car, a {)rother tried to explain the problem to me,
but I could not understand all the mechanical
terms. I simply took the car to a garage and let
someone do the talking for me. Today too many
Christians are like this concerning Christ. To
speak about Christ being the life-giving Spirit
causes havoc. They say, “Jesus Christ is the
Lord and Savior. This is good enough. Don’t say
anything beyond this.” This is the poor situation
today. Today I still do not drive a car, because in
order to drive I must understand things about
the car. In the same way, in order to be a good,
normal Christian, we have to know the details
of who Christ is. Christ must be revealed in us,
He must live in us, we have to put Him on, and
He must be formed in us. (The Experience of
Christ in Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians, pp. 30-31)

In Galatians 4:19 Christ is presented as the One
who is formed in the believers....Paul says, “My
children, with whom I travail again in birth until
Christ is formed in you.” Paul considered himself
the begetting father and the Galatian believers his
children begotten of him in Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 4:15;
Philem. 10). The word travail refers to painful
toil in childbirth. In this metaphor Paul likened
himself to a mother who gives birth to a child. He
had labored in this way to regenerate the Galatians
when he first preached the gospel to them. Because
they deviated from the gospel that he had preached
to them, he was toiling again in travail until Christ
would be formed in them. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 3311)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msgs. 326-328
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 4)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:13 "Until we all arrive at the oneness of the
faith and of the full knowledge of the Son of God, at a
full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ."

Eph. 2:5 "Even when we were dead in offenses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved)."

According to Paul’s usage in the New Testament,
the word form refers to the outward expression of
the inner being (Phil. 2:6). What we are is expressed
in our form, that is, the outward expression of our
inner being. If we are full of the self and love the
world in our inner being, our outward form will be
the self and the world. The choices we make in our
daily living will express the self and the world. If
Christ replaces the self and the world in our mind,
emotion, and will, we will have the form of Christ.
The Galatians were occupied by Judaism; thus,
in their outward form they expressed Judaism.
Therefore, Paul had to suffer like a mother,
travailing for the Galatians until Christ would
replace the self and the world in them with Himself.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3314)

Today’s Reading

For Christ to be formed in us, we need to let Him
occupy every part of our soul: our mind, emotion, and
will. He should occupy our thinking, our consideration,
our love, our hatred, our happiness, our sorrow, and
our intention. As Christ increasingly saturates our
soul, eventually He will invade our body, dispensing
Himself into our entire being. We then will be fully
permeated with Him; He will be formed in us, and we
will be conformed to His image.

To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully
grown in us.

According to the context of the book of Galatians,
to have Christ formed in us is to allow Him to
permeate our being and saturate our inward parts.
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When Christ occupies our inner being in this way,
He is formed in us. In order to have Christ formed
in us, we need to drop everything other than Christ
Himself, no matter how good these things may
be. Even things which come from God and are
scriptural may not be Christ Himself. Although
the law was given by God, it must be set aside so
that all the ground in our being may be given over
to Christ. We need to allow Him to saturate every
part of our inner being. He must occupy us and
saturate our mind, emotion, and will. To have
Christ possess our entire being is to have Him
formed in us.

In Ephesians 3:17 Paul prayed that “Christ may
make His home in your hearts.” The heart includes
the mind, the emotion, the will, and the conscience.
To let Christ make His home in our hearts means
to allow Him to make His home in all these parts
of our inner being. For Christ to make home in our
hearts, He needs to be able to settle down within
us. This is to have Christ formed in us.

To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-
inclusive Spirit to occupy every part of our inner
being. The law should not have any room in our
mind, emotion, or will. All the ground within us
must be for Christ. We need to allow Christ to
occupy us fully. He should not only spread into
our mind, emotion, and will; He should actually
become our mind, emotion, and will. We should let
Christ be our thought, our decision, our love, and
everything to us. This is to have Christ formed in
us. Everything other than Christ must diminish,
and Christ must become everything to us in our
experience.

To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ
mingled with our whole being. In every part of
our being—our mind, emotion, will, conscience,
and spirit—Christ should be mingled with us.
Christ must saturate us and permeate us until He
is completely blended with us; then He will be
formed in us. This indicates that He desires to have
a very subjective relationship with us.

Paul’s word about Christ being formed in the believers
implies that we are being constituted with Christ. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3314-3315, 3311-3312)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msgs. 21, 23
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 5)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:18 "But we all with unveiled face, beholding
and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as from the Lord Spirit."

Rom. 8:29 "Because those whom He foreknew, He also
predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son,
that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers."

Christ is living in us, He is being formed in us, and
He is becoming our constitution. To have Christ
formed in us is a living, organic matter. Christ is
now living in us so that we may be constituted
with Him organically. He intends to constitute
our whole being—our mind, emotion, and will—
with Himself. Eventually, our whole being will be
constituted with the element of Christ. This means
that He will constitute every part of our soul so that
we may have His form, His image, in every part of
our being. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,

pp. 3312-3313)
Today’s Reading

For Christ to be formed in us means that His element
is being constituted into us. In other words, His
being is becoming our being, and His constitution
is becoming our constitution. This is a matter not
merely of the element of Christ being within us but
of having the element of Christ constituted into us.
To be constituted with Christ in this way involves a
process of organic transformation and formation.
In this process something living—Christ with His
element—is being constituted into, wrought into,
our being. The New Testament reveals that Christ
is deeply related to our being. This is not merely a
concept, theory, or theology; it is a divine fact that we
need to experience in full.

The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to
the word image in 2 Corinthians 3:18, where Paul
tells us that we are being transformed into Christ’s
image. This image is a form. Christ must be formed
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in us so that we may express Him by being in His
image. As the living One, Christ with His element
is working within us organically, constituting our
being with Himself so that we may have His form
and express His image.

In keeping with this, Paul used the words
transformed (2 Cor. 3:18) and conformed (Rom.
8:29). Christ’s being formed in us depends on
our being transformed into His image. If we
are not transformed into His image, Christ has
not been formed in us. Moreover, our being
transformed into His image and His being
formed in us cause us to be conformed to His
image. Our being conformed to His image is the
issue of His being formed in us.

Romans 12:2a says, “Do not be fashioned
according to this age, but be transformed by
the renewing of the mind.”...We should not be
conformed to the age but be transformed by the
renewing of our mind. Our mind is the leadl
part of our soul, and as it is renewed, our w1ﬁI
and emotion are automatically renewed. To
have Christ formed in us is to have the three
parts of our soul—our mind, emotion, and will—
renewed. To have our mind, emotion, and will
renewed is to have Christ saturate our mind,
emotion, and will. To be renewed is to replace
the self and the world in our mind, emotion,
and will with Christ. If we are renewed in this
way, Christ will be formed in us, and every part
of our inner being—our m1nd emotion, and
will—will bear the image of Christ.

However, most of us do not yet bear the image of
Christ in our mind, emotion, and will. At times we
may think noble thoughts, but frequently in our daily
life our mind may express the self with the world. We
may love, laugh, and weep by the self, rather than by
Christ; this indicates that Christ has not been formed
in our emotion. Many times when Christians speak,
their speaking is full of the self and the element of
the world. The reason for this is that the self and the
world are formed and expressed in them. We can
never be an expression of Christ until He saturates
our entire inner being, replacing the self and the
world in our soul with Himself. Then our inner
being will bear the form, the image, of Christ. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3313-3314)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 10; The
Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 329
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Two (Day 6)
Galatians—Christ Formed in Us

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 3:14 "In order that the blessing of Abraham might
come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith."

Gal. 3:26 "For you are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus."

Gal. 3:29 "And if you are of Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise."

In Galatians 1 Christ is revealed in us (v. 16), in
chapter 2 Christ is living in us (v. 20), and in
chapter 4 Christ is being formed in us (v. 19).
Christ was born into the Galatian believers, but
not formed in them, when they were regenerated
through Paul’s preaching of the gospel to them
the first time. Now the apostle travails again that
Christ may be formed in them. To have Christ
formed in us is to have Christ grown in us in full.
Christ was first born into us, revealed in us, at
our conversion, then lives in us in our Christian
life, and will be formed in us at our maturity.
This is needed that we may be sons of full age,
heirs to inherit God’s promised blessing, and
mature in the divine sonship. (Elders’ Training,
Book 6: The Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s
Epistles, p. 65)

Today’s Reading

In Galatians 4:4-7 is the crucial point of the
sonship. These verses say, “When the fullness of
the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under law, that He might redeem
those under law that we might receive the sonship.
And because you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba,
Father! So then you are no longer a slave but
a son; and if a son, an heir also through God.”
Christ’s redemption is to bring us into the sonship
of God that we might enjoy the divine life. God’s
economy is not to make us keepers of law, obeying
the commandments and ordinances of the law,
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which was given only for a temporary purpose, but
to make us sons of God, inheriting the blessing of
God’s promise, which was given for His eternal
purpose. His eternal purpose is to have many sons
for His corporate expression (Heb. 2:10; Rom.
8:19). Hence, He predestinated us unto sonship
(Eph. 1:5) and regenerated us to be His sons
(John 1:13). We should remain in the reality of His
sonship that we may become His heirs to inherit
all He has planned for His eternal expression,
and should not be distracted to Judaism by the
appreciation of law. The Triune God is producing
many sons for the fulfilling of His eternal purpose.
(Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial Points of the
Truth in Paul’s Epistles, pp. 64-65)

Christ needs to be formed in us in order that we
may be sons of full age and heirs to inherit God’s
promised blessing and that we may mature in the
divine sonship. He matures in us for us to be heirs
(Gal. 3:29) for the full enjoyment of the Triune
God as our inheritance (Eph. 1:14; 1 Pet. 1:4). The
Holy Spirit is the pledge of this inheritance (Eph.
1:13b-14a).

The book of Galatians reveals that God’s intention
is for Christ to be wrought into His chosen people
that they may become sons of God. In order to be
God’s sons, we need to be permeated and saturated
with Christ. Christ must occupy our entire being. The
Galatians, however, were distracted from Christ to
the law. Hence, Paul told them repeatedly that it was
altogether wrong to leave Christ and return to the
law. The believers should come back to Christ, who is
both the seed who fulfills God’s promise to Abraham
and the good land, the all-inclusive Spirit, to be our
enjoyment. As believers in Christ, we need the full
enjoyment of this blessing, the full enjoyment of the
life-giving Spirit. We need to be saturated, possessed,
and fully taken over by this Spirit.

We must stress this marvelous truth in the ministry
of the word and must experience it in our daily
living. May the Lord bring us into the experience
and enjoyment of Christ who has been born in us,
is now living in us, and will be formed in us unto
maturity in order that we may be sons of full age,
heirs of God’s promised blessing, and may mature
in the divine sonship. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 3315)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 330; Elders’ Training, Book 6: The
Crucial Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles, ch. 5
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012

THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three

Ephesians—Paul's Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Scripture Reading: Eph. 1:15-23

Outline
Day 1

I. Ephesians covers the church, which
is the deepest matter in the Bible; it
unveils the church in seven aspects:

A. The church is the Body of Christ, the fullness, the
expression, of the One who fills all in all—1:23; 4:13.

B. The church is the new man, a corporate man,
having not only the life of Christ but also His
person—2:15.

C. The church is the kingdom of God, with the
saints as citizens, possessing its rights and bearing
its responsibilities—v. 19.

D. The church is the household of God, a family
full of life and enjoyment—v. 19.

E. The church is the dwelling place of God, in
which He may live—universally, a holy temple in
the Lord, and locally, the dwelling place of God in
our spirit—vv. 21-22,

F. The church is the bride, the wife, of Christ for
Christ's rest and satisfaction—5:24-25.

G. The church is the warrior, a corporate fighter,
who deals with and defeats God's enemy to
accomplish God's eternal purpose—6:11-12.

Day 2

II. Ephesians 1:15-23 is the apostle's prayer
for the church regarding revelation:
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A. In order to see the church, we need a seeing
spirit, a revealing spirit, a spirit of wisdom and
revelation—v. 17:

1. The wisest man is the man who lives in his spirit;
if we are not in our spirit, we cannot be clear about
anything in our daily life; the only place we can see
things clearly is in our spirit—1 Cor. 2:11a; Rev. 1:10;
4:2;17:3; 21:10.

2. When we are in our spirit, nothing can disturb us;
we all have to exercise to retreat to our spirit and stay
in our spirit.

3. In order to know the church or see something of the
church, we must be in our spirit; we should not trust
in our mind, but we have to cooperate with God by
retreating to our spirit.

4. If we turn to our spirit and stay there, the church
can be revealed to us.

Day 3

B. Paul prays for us that the eyes of our heart may be
enlightened to see three things the hope of God's calling
(Eph. 1:18), the glory of God's inheritance (v. 18), and the
surpassing greatness of God's power (v. 19):

1. The hope of God's calling is “Christ in you, the hope
of glory”—Col. 1:27:

a. Christ realized by us, experienced by us, and gained
by us to the fullest extent is the hope of our calling—
Gal. 1:15a, 16a; 2:20; 4:19.

b. God called us, He justified us, and He will glorify us,
conforming us to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29-30);
one day we will all be absolutely the same as Christ (1
John 3:2).

c. Our hope is to be fully conformed to the very image
of Christ; this is the ultimate consummation of the
enjoyment of Christ, and this is the hope of God's
calling—Phil. 3:21.

2. Only the very Christ who has been wrought into us
can be God's inheritance; this is why we need to be
transformed, to have a metabolic change, and to be
conformed to the image of Christ—Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor.
3:18; Rom. 8:209:
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a. When we are all transformed and transfigured,
conformed to Christ to the uttermost, God will be happy.

b. All the dear saints will be His inheritance, and this
inheritance will be Christ Himself wrought into His
believers in full.

c. Actually, the Christ who has been wrought into us is
the church, so the church is God's inheritance.

Day 4

3. We need to see the surpassing greatness of God's
power that produces the church, the power that raised
up Christ, that seated Him in the heavenlies, that put
all things under His feet, and that gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church Eph. 1:19-23:

a. This fourfold power—the resurrecting,
transcending, subduing, and overruling power—
produces the church; it is “toward us who believe”
(v. 19) and “to the church, which is His Body” (vv.
22-23).

b. To the church implies a kind of transmission;
whatever Christ the Head has attained and obtained
is transmitted to the church, His Body; in this
transmission the church shares with Christ in all His
attainments: the resurrection from the dead, His being
seated in His transcendency, the subjection of all
things under His feet, and the headship over all things.

Day 5

¢. Toward us who believe and to the church
indicate that the divine power, which includes all that
the Triune God has passed through, has been installed
into us once for all and is being transmitted into us
continually, causing us to enjoy Christ richly and to
have the proper church life as His Body, His fullness
(vv. 22-23).

d. This power has been installed into us, but we must
all look to the Lord that our capacity may be enlarged
so that we may experience this power:

(1) To experience the resurrecting power within us,
we need to have a strong desire to get completely out
of death; the more death there is among us, the less
church we have; the less death there is among us, the
more church there is.

Day 6
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(2) All our problems are opportunities for us to
experience God's transcending power; if we experience
God's transcending power in all our circumstances,
the church will be manifested.

(3) We should not have outward regulations in the
church life, but we need the subduing power to live a
subduing life; if we fully experience God's subduing
power, the church life will be fully manifested—1 Cor.
6:12; 10:23.

(4) Christ is overruling all things, and we share in His
overruling; when all things are under the rule of the
Head and His Body, the church is manifested.

e. Once we have seen the power that produces the
church, our only need is to be desperate:

(1) We should pray, “Lord I am desperate to be saved
from anything that would suppress, subdue, or
overrule me.”

(2) Christ is within us as a divine dynamo; He
is dynamic and powerful, but He needs our
cooperation.

(3) We need to have our capacity enlarged by being
desperate; then we will see the manifestation of the
church in our locality.
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 1)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:22-23 "...The church, which is His Body, the
fullness of the One who fills all in all.”

Eph. 2:15 "...That He might create the two in Himself
into one new man..."

Eph. 2:22 "In whom you also are being built together
into a dwelling place of God in spirit."

Eph. 5:25 "...Christ...loved the church and gave
Himself up for her."

The book of Ephesians [is] a deep, high, and
profound book. This profound book covers mainly
one matter—the church. The church...is not
something superficial, shallow, or easy to realize.
Today the term the church has been used in a wrong
way....To many the church is something common.
Some may even consider that the church is a
material building, but according to the Bible, the
church is the deepest matter....All of us, especially
the young brothers and sisters, have to know
something that is not merely for our enjoyment, our
salvation, or our building up. We have to know the
church, the deepest matter in the Bible. (The Two
Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul, p. 7)

Today’s Reading

The book of Ephesians reveals various aspects of the
church....Seven of these aspects [are] the Body, the
new man, the bride, the family, the kingdom, the
dwelling place of God, and the warrior.

The church is Christ’s Body, the fullness of the One
who fills all in all. It was in this one Body that both the
Jews and the Gentiles were reconciled to God through
the cross (Eph. 2:16)....As the Body, the church needs
life....This makes us His Body for His expression. What
we express as the Body of Christ is not our character
but Christ Himself as life.

In 2:15 we see that Christ created the Jews and the
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Gentiles in Himself into one new man. This new man
is corporate and universal....As the new man,...the
church not only possesses Christ as life but also holds
Christ as the person. Hence, today the Lord Jesus is
not only the life of the church but also the person of
the church. In order to have the church life, we all
must take Christ as our person.

In Ephesians 5 we see the church as the bride of
Christ. This aspect reveals that the church comes out
of Christ, as Eve came out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-22).
The church has the same life and nature as Christ and
becomes one with Him to be His counterpart, as Eve
became one flesh with Adam (Gen. 2:24). Eventually,
as Eve went back to Adam and was presented to him,
so the church will go back to Christ and be presented
to Him as His bride.

As members of the household of God, we are
God’s family, even God’s house [Eph. 2:19]. Both
the Jewish and Gentile believers are members
of God’s house, which is a matter of life and
enjoyment. All believers were born of God into
His house to enjoy His riches....How pleasant is
the church as God’s family!

The house of God leads to the kingdom of God,
indicated by the term “fellow citizens with the saints”
[v. 19]. All the believers are citizens in God’s kingdom.
His kingdom is a sphere for Him to exercise His
authority....The believers have been regenerated into
the kingdom of God (John 3:5) and are in the church
life, living in the kingdom of God today (Rom. 14:17).

The church is God’s dwelling place [Eph. 2:22]. God’s
Spirit dwells in our spirit. Therefore, the dwelling
place of God is in our spirit. When we are not in our
spirit, we do not have the church as God’s dwelling
place in a practical way. But whenever we turn to our
spirit, we sense that God has a dwelling place in our
spirit. This dwelling place is for God’s rest.

Finally, in chapter six we see that the church is a
warrior to defeat God’s enemy, the devil. In order to
fight the spiritual warfare, we need both the power of
the Lord and also the whole armor of God. The church
is a corporate warrior, and the believers are parts
of this unique warrior. We must fight the spiritual
warfare in the Body, not individually. (Seven Aspects
of the Church, pp. 6-10, 12-15)

Further Reading: Seven Aspects of the Church; Life-
study of Ephesians, msgs. 1, 74
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 2)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:17-18 "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, the eyes
of your heart having been enlightened..."

1 Cor. 2:11 "For who among men knows the things of
man, except the spirit of man which is in him?..."

[In Ephesians 1:17-23, Paul] prayed for a spirit
of wisdom and revelation that we could see the
church....This prayer is for a spirit that can see, a spirit
of revelation, and even a revealing spirit. We need
such a spirit to see the church....The church is the
mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4), and we need a revelation
to see it. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the Apostle
Paul, pp. 7-8)

Today’s Reading

God did not create us in a simple way....Man is of
three parts: the spirit, the soul, and the body [1 Thes.
5:23]. Our human body is very complex. Medical
doctors spend many years studying medicine, yet they
still do not understand the human body thoroughly.
The psychological part of our being is called the soul,
composed of the mind (Psa. 13:2; 139:14; Lam. 3:20),
the emotion (S.S. 1:7; 2 Sam. 5:8; Isa. 61:10; 1 Sam.
30:6), and the will (Job 7:15; 6:7; 1 Chron. 22:19).
These three organs are wonderful, but they can also
be the cause of much trouble....Not only do we have
a body with so many parts and a soul with so many
organs; we have another part of our being, a deeper
part, our spirit. The wisest man is the man who lives
in his spirit.

If I am a person living in the emotion, I will be
so easily affected by what others say about me.
If you say something good about me, I will be
happy. If you say something bad about me, I will
be offended. If I live in the emotion, I am just a
superficial person. Being in my spirit, however,
insulates my emotion. When I am in my spirit,
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nothing can disturb me. Regardless of how much
you praise me or rebuke me, I am not touched
because I retreat to my spirit and stay in my spirit.
Sometimes we may not sleep well because we stay
in our mind, thinking and reasoning. We worry so
much because we are used to staying in our mind.
We all have to exercise to retreat to our spirit. If we
retreat to our spirit, we will be at peace (Rom. 8:6),
and we will get the best sleep.

Furthermore, if we are not in the spirit, we cannot
be clear about anything in our daily life. Many times,
if we are not in the spirit, we are not fair or honest.
Suppose a husband and wife begin to argue. The
more they fight, the more they have something to
fight about. Today there are so many divorces just
because of this kind of endless fighting, but we
Christians have a place to which we can retreat.
While you are fighting with your spouse, you have
to remember that you are a dear saint and that you
have a regenerated spirit. Retreat to that spirit. Stop
fighting, stop using your mouth. Retreat to your
spirit, and stay in your spirit. If you practice this, you
will be honest and fair. You will be clear; you will
realize that you are wrong, not your spouse.

The only place where we can see things clearly, fairly,
honestly, faithfully, and accurately is in our spirit. If
we are going to know any matter, if we are going to
know ourselves, or if we are going to know the real
situation of our family life, we have to be in our spirit (1
Cor. 2:11a).

In order to know the church or see something of
the church, we must be in the spirit....Many of us
may have seen something of the church, but we
have to see more in order to stay in the church.
We should pray: “Lord, save me. Deliver me from
my mind, emotion, and will. Help me to stay in
my spirit.” Some may not have seen the church. If
you have not seen the church, do not argue with
others about this matter or try to understand
it on your own. Simply turn to your spirit. You
must realize that the deepest part of your being
is your human spirit. Your spirit is the very spot
where God can reveal things to you. If you turn to
your spirit and remain there, the church can be
revealed to you. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the
Apostle Paul, pp. 8-10)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 14
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 3)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:18 "The eyes of your heart having been enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope of His calling, and what
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints."

Col. 1:27 "To whom God willed to make known what
are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

We need a spirit of wisdom and revelation that the
eyes of our heart may be enlightened (Eph. 1:18).
These are not our physical eyes, but our inner eyes,
the eyes of our heart. Because we have a spirit, our
inner eyes can be enlightened. Then we can not
only understand, but also see. We must realize that
seeing is much better than understanding....What
we understand will never be as much as what we can
see. It is not enough for us to understand the things
concerning the church; we must see the church.

Paul prays for us to have a spirit of wisdom and
revelation that our inner eyes may be enlightened to
see three things: the hope of God’s calling (v. 18), the
glory of God’s inheritance (v. 18), and the surpassing
greatness of His power (v. 19). These three profound
things are far beyond our human concept. (The Two
Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul, pp. 10-11)

Today’s Reading

We all have been called by God, but what is the
hope of God’s calling? Some may say that our hope
is to go to heaven. But if you read the Bible, you
will realize that God desires to come to earth. The
heavens may be so precious to you, but the earth is
more precious to God....We Christians are always
thinking that this earth is hopeless and that we are
going to another place. But the Lord prayed that
God’s kingdom would come to earth and that His
will would be done on earth as it is in the heavens
[Matt. 6:10]. Even the New Jerusalem one day will
come “down out of heaven” (Rev. 21:2)....God has
not called us to die and go to heaven....Our hope is
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related to our living on this earth.

The hope of God’s calling is “Christ in you, the
hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). Christ realized by us,
experienced by us, and gained by us to the fullest
extent is the hope of our calling. God called us,
justified us, and He will glorify us, conforming
us to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29-30).
One day we will all be absolutely the same as
Christ (1 John 3:2). Our hope is not just Christ
as our Redeemer or as our life, but Christ as our
ultimate manifestation and consummation, as
our glory. We are waiting to be fully conformed
to the very image of Christ. This is the ultimate
consummation of the enjoyment of Christ, and
this is the hope of God’s calling.

The second matter Paul prays for us to see is the
glory of God’s inheritance in the saints (Eph.
1:18). We are always concerned about our own
inheritance, but God wants us to care for His
inheritance. God’s inheritance in the saints is
Christ. The Christ that has been wrought into each
one of us is God’s inheritance. Christ is everything.
To us, Christ is our hope, and to God, Christ is
His inheritance....Only the very Christ who has
been wrought into us can be God’s inheritance.
We need to ask how much of Christ has been
wrought into us. There may not be much in us
that is good for God to inherit because very little
of Christ has been wrought into us. This is why
we need to be transformed, to have a metabolic
change (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18), and to be
conformed to the image of Christ. We all need
more of Christ wrought into our being. The glory
of God’s inheritance in the saints is the Christ of
glory within us. When we are all transformed and
transfigured, conformed to Christ to the uttermost,
God will be happy. All the dear saints will be His
inheritance, and this inheritance will be Christ
Himself wrought into all His believers in full.

Actually, the Christ that has been wrought into us is
the church, so the church is God’s inheritance. This
matter is very deep and profound. Do not think that
the church is an organization, a group of religious
people, or any kind of social or religious entity. The
church is simply Christ wrought into us in a corporate
way. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul,

pp. 11-13, 24)
Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 14-15
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 4)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:19-20 "And what is the surpassing greatness
of His power toward us who believe, according to the
operation of the might of His strength, which He caused
to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and
seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies."

The third item that Paul prayed for us to see is “the
surpassing greatness of His power” (Eph. 1:19). This
is the power which God has wrought into Christ
to do four things: 1) to raise Him from among the
dead (v. 20); 2) to seat Him at the right hand of
God (v. 20); 3) to subject all things under His feet
(v. 22); and 4) to make this Christ the Head over
all things to the church (v. 22). We all have to see
the surpassing greatness of this power which God
wrought into Christ....This great power is toward us
who believe. We need to know this power because
the result, the issue, the coming forth, of this power
is the church. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the
Apostle Paul, p. 13)

Today’s Reading

It is not merely because we have been saved and meet
together that we are the church. We cannot say that
this is wrong, but it is a very superficial understanding.
We need to see that the normal, genuine, proper,
and real church comes out of this great power....This
church is the Body of Christ, “the fullness of the
One who fills all in all” (Eph. 1:23). Christ, who is
the infinite, unlimited God, is so great that He fills
all things in all things. Such a great Christ needs the
church to be His fullness for His complete expression.
This church comes into being...from the power of the
resurrected, ascended, and enthroned Christ, who is
now the Head over all things to the church. Ephesians
1:22 does not say that Christ has been made Head
over all things for the church, but to the church....“To
the church” implies a kind of transmission....In this
transmission the church shares with Christ all His
attainments: the resurrection from among the dead,
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being seated in His transcendency, the subjection of all
things under His feet, and the headship over all things.
Such a church is Christ’s Body, His fullness.

We all must realize that nothing of our natural life,
nature, or makeup, nothing of our natural being,
is a part of the church. Only the very portion of
Christ that has been wrought into us is a part of the
church....Today, Christ is the heavenly electricity.
He is in the heavens, yet He is also within us as
the source for us to have the church life. As the
heavenly electricity, Christ is being transmitted to
the church. We have to realize that everything God
has done for us, with us, and in us is for the church.
Regardless of how many years you have been saved,
how much you love the Lord, how spiritual you
are, or how much growth in life you have, as long
as you are not for the church, there is something
wrong. God’s intention is not merely to save us, nor
is it merely that we be spiritual or love Him. God’s
intention is to work the resurrected, ascended, and
enthroned Christ, who is the Head over all things,
into us to make us a part of the church. We all need
to see the church in this way.

In our meetings we need to call on the name of
the Lord....We all must realize that our calling on
the name of the Lord, our eating, drinking, and
breathing of the Lord, must be for the church....If
you are not in a genuine local church, standing on
the unique ground of the oneness of the Body of
Christ, you cannot be fully satisfied; you cannot
have the deep feeling that you are home....In the
church we are home because the church is our
destiny and also our destination (Eph. 2:19). This
is because the church is also God’s destiny, even
God’s destination.

We all need a spirit of wisdom and revelation that
we may see these three matters: 1) the hope of
God’s calling, which is Christ; 2) the glory of God’s
inheritance in the saints, which is also Christ; and 3)
the surpassing greatness of the power that produces
the church, the power that raised up Christ, that seated
Him in the heavenlies, that put all things under His
feet, and that gave Him to be Head over all things to
the church. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the Apostle

Paul, pp. 13-15)
Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 16
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 5)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:20-22 "Which He caused to operate in Christ
in raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His
right hand in the heavenlies, far above all rule and
authority and power and lordship and every name
that is named not only in this age but also in that
which is to come; and He subjected all things under
His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to
the church."

The third matter that the apostle prays for us to see
is “the surpassing greatness of His power toward us
who believe” (Eph. 1:19). We must pay attention to
the short phrase, toward us, in this verse. This great
power is not something which is unrelated to us. This
power is toward us. Continually, this great power is
directed toward us who believe. We are the object of
this power.

We should never forget the four items which constitute
this power....This great power is the resurrection,
transcending, subduing, and overruling power, and
it is this power that produces the church. (The Two
Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul, p. 24)

Today’s Reading

To receive God’s power, there is no other condition
than that of believing in the Lord Jesus. As long as
you believe in the Lord Jesus, this power is toward
you and even in you....[In Ephesians 1:22, the] word
to indicates a transmission. Here we have a divine
transmission of all the power which God has wrought
in Christ into the church. Although we may see this,
it could be merely a doctrine to us. We must also see
how to apply it.

To experience this power, the first thing we need to
realize is that this power is in us already. It is just like
the electricity that has already been installed into a
building. But with most of us, our “amperage” is too
low. Our capacity to receive the transmission of this
power is too small. This power has been installed into
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us, but because our capacity is too small, many times
in our experience “the fuse burns out,” and the power
does not work. We must all look to the Lord that our
capacity may be enlarged that we may experience the
power that is within us.

To experience [the resurrection] power within you,
first, you need to have a strong desire to get completely
out of death. If you cannot tolerate death within
you, you will realize the resurrection power. Many
Christians are indifferent toward death. As long as
they can come and sit quietly and hear the choir sing
and the pastor give a good sermon, they are content.
They may love the Lord and fear Him. They may try
not to do anything sinful or be worldly. They may save
some money for the offering, and sometimes they
may even pray for the church. However, whether the
church meetings are dead or living, they would not
care....Someone who is indifferent like this could never
realize the power of resurrection. If you mean business
with the Lord and if you hate death and are desperate
to be delivered from anything dead, deadened, or
deadly, you will see the power that is “toward you” [v.
19]. If you are genuinely grieved that your city is so
dead, with nearly no one loving the Lord and standing
for His testimony, and if you are desperate with the
Lord, then the resurrection power will be manifested.
As long as there is any amount of death among us, the
church is short. Death is a reduction of the church. The
more death there is among us, the less church we have.
The less death, the more church there is. Suppose we
come together, yet we are all in a dead condition. That
is not the church. That is just a religious community.
The church is something so living and powerful that it
swallows up all death. The church is something in the
resurrection power.

On the island of Taiwan, all the missionaries, even
those who opposed us, had to admit to our brothers
that no work of the gospel on that island could
compare with the work among the “little flock,” as they
called us. Yet among us we would never encourage
people to speak in tongues, although we do not oppose
it. The resurrection power is not with speaking in
tongues. The power is right within us, but we have
to be desperate. Then the resurrection power will be
manifested. (The Two Greatest Prayers of the Apostle
Paul, pp. 24-26)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 17
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Three (Day 6)

Ephesians—Paul’s Prayer
for the Church regarding Revelation

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:22-23 "And He subjected all things under His
feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the
church, which is His Body, the fullness of the One who
fills all in all."

2 Cor. 12:9 "And He has said to me, My grace is
sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in
weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast
in my weaknesses that the power of Christ might
tabernacle over me."

Not only is the church in resurrection, it is also
transcendent....The church is utterly transcendent. We
must realize that all of our problems are opportunities
for us to experience God’s transcending power. In the
midst of all our problems, we should say: “Hallelujah!
Deep within me, there is the transcending power
that seated Christ at the right hand of God, far above
all.”...All things are ours, even life or death (1 Cor.
3:21-22). All things are for the church. (The Two
Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul, p. 26)

Today’s Reading

As Christians, we may try not to make any mistakes.
At times, we may have been in fear and trembling,
looking to the Lord and praying, “Lord, save me from
making any mistakes.” But regardless of how much
you prayed in this way, you made a big mistake. It
seems that the Lord did not hear or answer your
prayer. Actually, however, He did hear your prayer
and answered it. He knew that you needed that big
mistake. In His sovereignty, the Lord will allow us to
make some mistakes.

Every brother who loves the Lord, looks to the Lord
for a good sister to be his wife. Every sister who loves
the Lord also prays that the Lord would prepare a
good brother for her. Eventually, every brother gets
a good wife, and every sister gets a good husband.
Each wife is exactly what the brother needs, and each
husband is exactly what the wife needs. The Lord
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has never made a mistake. Eventually, however, the
honeymoon is over, and the wives and husbands begin
to “grind” each other....As the many grains of wheat,
we need to be crushed and ground to make the bread,
the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 10:17)....Because we are all
under the grinding stone, we need the transcending
power...[that] is within us. If we experience God’s
transcending power in all of our circumstances, the
church life will be manifested.

Ephesians 1:22...[speaks of] God’s subduing power.
All things have been put under Christ’s feet, and today
it should be the same with the church....The more
that things are subdued under our feet, the more the
church comes into being. The church life may not be
so manifested in your locality because many things
have not yet been subdued. Some may be subdued by
bad or even unclean habits. Others may be subdued
by the modern way of dressing. In their dress, they
may follow the flow of this age, the present course
of the world. How can we have the proper, adequate
church life if we are subdued by many things?...We
should not have outward regulations in the church
life, but we need the subduing power to live a
subduing life. Then when others come among us, they
will realize that we are those who experience God’s
subduing power.

The fourth item of God’s power is the overruling
power. Christ is the Head and we are His Body. We
are one with the Head. He is overruling all things,
and we share in His overruling. When all things are
under the rule of the Head and His Body, the church
is manifested.

Now that we have seen the power that produces
the church, our only need is to be desperate. We
should pray, “Lord, I am desperate to be saved
from anything of death and from anything that
would suppress, subdue, or overrule me.” Then
we will see the power that is within us. The word
dynamo is an anglicized form of the Greek word
translated “power” in Ephesians 1:19....We must
realize that within us there is a generator, a
dynamo. It is dynamic and powerful, but it needs
our cooperation. We have to have our capacity
enlarged by being desperate. Then we will see
the manifestation of the church in our locality.
(The Two Greatest Prayers of the Apostle Paul,
pp. 26-28)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 18
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:19-21; 2:5; 3:8-9, 13-14, 20-
21; 4:8, 11-13

Outline
Day 1

I. We need to take Christ as our living—
Phil. 1:21:

A. Paul's life was to live Christ; he would not live
the law but would live Christ, not be found in the
law but be found in Christ (3:9).

B. He lived Christ because Christ lived in him (Gal.
2:20); he and Christ had one life and one living;
they lived together as one person.

C. The normal experience of Christ is to live
Him, and to live Him is to magnify Him always,
regardless of the circumstances.

II. We need to take Christ as our expression—
Phil. 1:19-20:

A. In the apostle's suffering in his body, Christ was
magnified, that is, shown or declared to be great
(without limitation), exalted, and extolled.

B. The apostle's sufferings afforded him opportunity
to express Christ in His unlimited greatness.

C. To magnify Christ under any circumstances is to
experience Him with the topmost enjoyment.

Day 2

II1. We need to take the mind of Christ as
our mind—2:5:

A. Let this mind be in you may also be translated
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as “think this in you”; this refers to the considering
in verse 3 and the regarding in verse 4.

B. This kind of thinking, this kind of mind, was
also in Christ when He emptied Himself, taking
the form of a slave, and humbled Himself, being
found in fashion as a man vv. 7-8.

C. To have such a mind requires us to be one with
Christ in His inward parts (1:8); to experience
Christ, we need to be one with Him to this extent,
that is, in His tender inward feeling and in His
thinking—cf. Exo. 21:1-6.

Day 3

IV. We need to take Christ as our lived-
out righteousness—Phil. 3:9:

A. At his conversion Paul was transferred from the
law and his former religion into Christ and became
“aman in Christ”—2 Cor. 12:2.

B. In experiencing Christ, Paul was found by others
to be a man in Christ, not having a righteousness
that was from his own keeping of the law but having
the righteousness from God through his faith in
Christ, which is just Christ Himself lived out from
him to be expressed as righteousness—Phil. 3:9.

C. This gave Paul the ministry of righteousness,
which is the living out and genuine expression of
Christ—2 Cor. 3:9.

V. We need to consider the knowledge of
Christ excellent—Phil. 3:8:

A. The excellency of the knowledge of Christ is derived
from the excellency of His person cf. 1 Pet. 1:8; 2:7a.

B. When Christ was revealed to Paul by God (Gal. 1:15-
16), he saw that the excellency, the supereminence,
the supreme preciousness, the surpassing worth,
of Christ far exceeded the excellency of the law.

C. Paul's knowledge of Christ issued in the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ; on account
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of this, he counted as loss not only the law and the
religion founded according to the law, but all things.

Day 4

VI. We need to take Christ as our goal—
Phil. 3:13-14:

A. Paul's goal was the fullest enjoyment and
gaining of Christ.

B. In order to gain Christ to the fullest extent,
Paul not only forsook his experiences in Judaism
but also would not linger in his past experiences
of Christ; not to forget but to linger in our past
experiences, however genuine they were, frustrates
our further pursuing of Christ.

C. Paul pursued toward the goal for the prize,
which is the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the
millennial kingdom as a reward to the victorious
runners of the New Testament race—1 Cor. 9:24-27.

Day 5

VII. We need to take Christ as our virtues—
Phil. 4:8:

A. Rejoicing in the Lord (v. 4) is the secret of having
the excellent virtues listed in verses 5 through 9.

B. The God of peace is the source of all the virtues
spoken of in verse 8; by our fellowshipping with
Him and having Him with us, all these virtues will
issue forth in our life.

VIII. We need to take Christ as our
power—v. 13:

A. Paul was a person in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2), and
he desired to be found in Christ by others; now he
declared that he was able to do all things in Him,
the very Christ who empowered him.

B. This is an all-inclusive and concluding word
on Paul's experience of Christ; it is the converse
of the Lord's word in John 15:5 concerning our
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organic relationship with Him, “apart from Me
you can do nothing.”

C. The Greek word for empowers means “makes
dynamic inwardly”; Christ dwells in us (Col.
1:27), and He empowers us, making us dynamic
from within, not from without; by such inward
empowering, Paul was able to do all things in Christ.

Day 6

IX. We need to take Christ as our secret—
Phil. 4:11-12:

A. T have learned the secret literally means “I have
been initiated”; the metaphor here refers to a
person's being initiated into a secret society with
instruction in its rudimentary principles.

B. After Paul was converted to Christ, he was
initiated into Christ and the Body of Christ.

C. He then learned the secret of how to take Christ
as life, how to live Christ, how to magnify Christ,
how to gain Christ, and how to have the church
life, all of which are rudimentary principles.

X. We need to take Christ as our
expectation—3:20-21:

A. The transfiguration of our body is the ultimate
consummation of God's salvation; in His salvation
God first regenerated our spirit (John 3:6),
now is transforming our soul (Rom. 12:2), and
consummately will transfigure our body when He
returns to glorify His saints (8:30), making us the
same as Christ in all three parts of our being.

B. Because we are awaiting the Son of God from the
heavens, our future is focused on Him—1 Thes. 1:10.

C. Our life declares that we have no hope on this
earth and no positive destiny in this age and that our
hope is the coming Lord, who is our destiny forever.

D. This governs, holds, and keeps our Christian life
for the church life.
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 1)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:20-21 "According to my earnest expectation
and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame, but
with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be
magnified in my body, whether through life or through
death. For to me, to live is Christ..."

In Paul’s bodily sufferings, Christ was magnified,
that is, shown or declared great (shown to be without
limitation), exalted, and extolled. His sufferings afforded
him opportunity to express Christ in His unlimited
greatness....To magnify Christ under any circumstances
is to experience Him with the topmost enjoyment.

No matter what the circumstances were, Paul
expected Christ to be magnified in him....The
word magnify means to make something large
to our sight....Although Christ is vast, extensive,
and immeasurable, in the eyes of the praetorium,
the imperial guard of Caesar, Christ was virtually
nonexistent....However, Paul magnified Christ; he
made Him great before the eyes of others, especially
before the eyes of those who guarded him in prison. As
a result, some eventually turned to Christ [Phil. 4:22].
(Life-study of Philippians, pp. 47-48)

Today’s Reading

In our daily living we also should magnify Christ,
making Him great in the eyes of others. Where you
work or go to school, people may look down on Christ.
They may ridicule Him and take His name in vain, in
violation of the third commandment. Therefore, you
need to let others see Christ not in a small way, but in
the way of enlargement, of magnification.

[In Philippians 1:19] Paul mentions the bountiful
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. If we allow the
bountiful supply of the Spirit to work in us, our daily
living will be changed. We shall be burdened to
magnify Christ always and with all boldness. Through
our magnifying of Christ, others will see His greatness
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and His unlimitedness. To magnify Christ in such a
way surely is to live Him.

The little word for...[in verse 21] is important. It
indicates that what is to follow is an explanation of the
preceding verse. Christ could be magnified in Paul’s
body because Paul lived Christ. In order to magnify
Christ, we must live Him.

Paul could say not only that Christ lived in him, but
also that to him to live was Christ. On the one hand,
Christ lived in Paul; on the other hand, Paul lived
Christ. Inwardly Christ was Paul’s life, and outwardly
Christ was Paul’s living. Paul and Christ thus had one
life and one living....The organic union that has taken
place between us and Christ causes us to be so close
and intimate with Him that we are even one spirit with
Him [1 Cor. 6:17].

From my experience I can testify that the most
difficult thing in our Christian life is to practice to live
Christ. We may be “holy,” “spiritual,” and “victorious”
without living Christ. Even though we may be “holy,”
“spiritual,” and “victorious,” we are still the ones living
our natural life. We are not living Christ.

In the book of Philippians Paul encourages us
to think the one thing (2:2). This one thing is to
live Christ. We should care only to live Christ
and magnify Him. Instead of pursuing holiness,
spirituality, or victory, we should seek to live Christ
and magnify Him always....God’s desire today is that
we live Christ.

When Paul was in prison, he was living Christ.
Therefore, he could be found not in the law, but
in Christ....We also need to be found by others
in Christ, not simply in our good behavior.
Young people, your parents should find you in
Christ....We all need to pray, “Lord, have mercy
on me and rescue me both from sinful things
and from good things, even spiritual things, that
replace You in my daily life. Lord, rescue me from
everything back to Yourself. Also, I ask You to
grant me the grace each day that I may truly live
You and be found in You.” I can testify that this
kind of prayer is effective. Let us all seek the one
thing and pursue the one thing—to live Christ
and magnify Him. (Life-study of Philippians, pp.
48-54)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 6
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 2)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:5-8 "Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, did
not consider being equal with God a treasure to be
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
slave, becoming in the likeness of men; and being found
in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, becoming
obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross."

In Philippians 2:5...the Greek words translated “let
this mind be in you” can also be rendered “think this
in you.” The word “this” refers to the considering and
regarding in verses 3§ and 4. This kind of thinking,
mind, attitude, was also in Christ when He emptied
Himself, taking the form of a slave, and humbled
Himself, being found in fashion as a man (vv. 7-8). To
have such a mind requires us to be one with Christ in
His inward parts (1:8). To experience Christ, we need
to be one with Him to such an extent, that is, in His
tender inward feeling and in His thinking. (Life-study
of Philippians, p. 86)

Today’s Reading

[According to Philippians 2:6] Christ did not regard
equality with God a thing to be grasped. Although the
Lord was equal with God, He did not consider this
equality a treasure to be grasped and retained. Rather,
He laid aside the form of God, not the nature of God,
and emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave.

When Christ emptied Himself [v. 7], He laid aside
what He possessed—the form of God....In His
incarnation, the Lord did not alter His divine nature,
but only His outward expression of the form of God to
that of a slave....The form of God implies the inward
reality of Christ’s deity; the likeness of men denotes
the outward appearance of His humanity. He appeared
outwardly to men as a man, but inwardly He had the
reality of deity.
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First He emptied Himself by putting aside the form,
the outward expression, of His deity and becoming
in the likeness of men. Then He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient even unto death [v. 8]....This is
Christ as our pattern.

The Lord’s humiliation involves seven steps: emptying
Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the
likeness of men, humbling Himself, becoming obedient,
being obedient even unto death, and being obedient unto
the death of the cross....The pattern presented in these
verses is now the life within us. This life is what we call a
crucified life. The seven steps of Christ’s humiliation are
all aspects of the crucified life....[His] was the crucified
life lived out in a full and absolute way.

Only the crucified life can live such a pattern. If
we still do things out of rivalry and vainglory or
are still ambitious to be leaders or elders, we are
not living a crucified life. We are not emptying
ourselves or humbling ourselves. However, we have
a life within us that truly is a self-emptying and self-
humbling life. This life never grasps at something as
a treasure. Instead, it is always willing to lay aside
position and title.

When the pattern in Philippians 2 becomes our
inward life, the pattern becomes our salvation.
Then we are saved from rivalry and vainglory. If the
Philippians were not willing to live according to this
pattern, they could not make Paul’s joy full. He would
still be troubled by their rivalry and vainglory. But if
they were willing to live the crucified life, a life that
always empties itself and humbles itself, not grasping
anything as a treasure, they would have the genuine
experience of Christ.

Living a crucified life shows that toward the apostles
we have encouragement in Christ, consolation of
love, fellowship of spirit, and tenderheartedness and
compassion. Only when we live a crucified life can we
make the apostles happy and cause their joy to be full.
In prison Paul was not concerned with how he was
treated by others. His concern was whether or not the
believers would take Christ as their pattern and live
a crucified life. This was the desire of Paul’s heart,
and only this would make his joy full. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 86-89)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 10
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 3)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:8-9 "But moreover I also count all things to
be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse
that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having
my own righteousness which is out of the law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is out of God and based on faith."

In Philippians 3:9 we see that Paul’s earnest
desire was to be found in Christ. In the past Paul
was fully in the Jewish religion under the law and
was always found by others in the law. But at his
conversion he was transferred from the law and
his former religion into Christ, and he became
“a man in Christ” (2 Cor. 12:2). Now he expected
to be found in Christ by all those who observed
him—the Jews, the angels, and the demons. This
indicates that he aspired to have his whole being
immersed in Christ and saturated with Christ so
that all who observed him could discover him in
Christ. We also should aspire to be found by others
in Christ. To be found in Christ actually means
to be observed, seen, or discovered by others in
Christ. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 163)

Today’s Reading

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ is derived
from the excellency of His Person. The Jews consider
the law of God given through Moses the most excellent
thing in history. Hence, they are zealous for the law.
Paul participated in that zeal. But when Christ was
revealed to him by God (Gal. 1:15-16), he saw that
the excellency, the super-eminence, the supreme
preciousness, the surpassing worth, of Christ far
exceeded the excellency of the law. His knowledge of
Christ issued in the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ. On account of this, not only did he count the
law and the religion founded on the law to be loss, but
he counted all things loss.
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To be sure, the excellency is in the very Person of
Christ. But for our experience, our realization of this
excellency depends on our knowledge. If we lack
knowledge, there is simply no way for us to realize
that this Person is so excellent. Only when we come to
know His excellency do we have the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ. How precious is this excellency
of the knowledge of Christ!

There is a certain requirement or condition for being
found in Christ. This condition is that we do not have
our own righteousness which is of the law, but that we
have the righteousness which is of God based on faith.

I would like to present a new definition, or interpretation,
of righteousness as found in Philippians 3:9. In this
verse righteousness signifies a daily living which is
right with God and man....Before he was transferred
into Christ, [Paul] was a Pharisee blameless in the law.
Paul thought that in his daily living he was right with
man and God. Actually he was not right with God at
all....The expression “righteousness which is out of
God” does not simply mean that righteousness belongs
to God; it also means that this righteousness is God
Himself....Therefore, the living which is right with both
God and man must be God as our expression in our
daily living, God Himself lived out through us.

Our own righteousness is the expression of
ourselves, the expression of “I.” My righteousness
is just the living out of me. But the righteousness
of God is God lived out from us. It is God
becoming our daily living and expression.
When we love others, our love is God expressed.
Furthermore, our humility is not mere ethical
humility; it is a divine humility, God Himself
living out of us. If we are to be found in Christ, we
must be in such a condition that God is expressed
through us and becomes our daily living.

When I was young, I thought that the righteousness
in verse 9 referred to the righteousness God gives us
through justification....One day I realized that the
righteousness of God in 3:9 is actually God Himself
becoming our daily living. If we would have this
righteousness, we must have a living which is the
expression of God. We must fulfill this condition in
order to be found in Christ in reality. (Life-study of

Philippians, pp. 156-158, 451-453)
Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 23
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 4)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:13-14 "Brothers, I do not account of myself to
have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting the things
which are behind and stretching forward to the things
which are before, I pursue toward the goal for the prize
to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward."

Even though Paul had experienced and gained
Christ tremendously, he did not consider that he had
experienced Him in full or gained Him to the uttermost.
For this reason he was still advancing toward the goal—
the gaining of Christ to the fullest extent.

In Philippians 3:13 Paul speaks of forgetting
the things behind. In order to gain Christ to
the fullest extent, Paul not only forsook his
experience in Judaism, but also refused to dwell
on his past experiences of Christ and be limited
by them. To dwell on our past experiences, no
matter how real they may have been, frustrates
our further pursuing after Christ. (Life-study of
Philippians, p. 193)

Today’s Reading

In Philippians 3:13 Paul tells us that he was stretching
forward to the things which are before. He knew that
Christ is unsearchably rich, that there is a vast territory of
His riches to be possessed. He was stretching forward to
gain these riches and to advance further into this territory.

Paul was pursuing toward the goal for the prize.
Christ is both the goal and the prize. The goal is the
fullest enjoyment and gain of Christ, and the prize is
the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial
kingdom as a reward to the victorious runners of the
New Testament race. In order to reach the goal for the
prize, Paul was exercised to forget the things which are
behind and to stretch forward to the things which are
before. This is the way to gain Christ by pursuing Him.
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Like Paul, we have been regenerated, but we are
not yet perfected, or matured, in life. At the time of
our conversion, we were gained by Christ so that
we may gain Him. Now as those who have not yet
obtained and who have not yet been perfected, we
are pursuing Christ.

The goal toward which we are pursuing is the full
enjoyment of Christ, and the prize is the extra
enjoyment of Christ. I believe this extra portion of the
enjoyment of Christ will be in the millennial kingdom.
In the millennial kingdom the overcomers will enjoy
Christ in an extraordinary way. This extraordinary
enjoyment of Christ corresponds to the out-resurrection
in verse 11....[This is] a prize to those believers who are
successful in running the New Testament race.

The goal is the full enjoyment and gain of Christ
and...the prize will be the uttermost enjoyment of Christ
in the millennial kingdom as a reward to the victorious
runners of the New Testament race. This prize is the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

God has called us to gain Christ as our real land. In
typology, God called Israel with an earthly calling
to gain the good land. Now God has called us with a
heavenly calling to gain Christ.

We should not be satisfied simply with Bible
knowledge, not even with the knowledge of Philippians
3. We need to have the actual pursuing of Christ.
The Greek word for pursue can also be translated
“persecute.”...Before Paul was saved, he bothered
Christ and would not let Him go, persecuting Him
negatively. But after he was saved and had been gained
by Christ, he still persecuted Him, but positively, for
he refused to let Christ go. We also should persecute
Christ in this way. This is to pursue Christ in order to
gain Him. Do not let Christ go. Bother Him, persecute
Him, in order to gain Him. To persecute Christ in this
way is exhausting. As we persecute Christ, we should
spend ourselves completely. Our whole being with
all of our strength should be consumed in pursuing
Christ....Do not allow Christ to get away from you,
but seek Him, pursue Him, persecute Him in such a
positive way. Then you will gain Him. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 193-196, 198)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 19-
20, 51
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 5)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:4 "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice."

Phil. 4:8 "Finally, brothers, what things are true, what
things are dignified, what things are righteous, what
things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are
well spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise,
take account of these things."

Phil. 4:13 "I am able to do all things in Him who
empowers me."

Rejoicing [in Philippians 4:4] affords us the
strength for the oneness spoken of in verses 2 and
3. Furthermore, rejoicing in the Lord is the secret of
having the excellent virtues listed in verses 5 through 9.
(Phil. 4:4, footnote 1)

Paul was a person in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2), and he
desired to be found in Christ by others. Now [in
Philippians 4:13] he declared that he was able to do all
things in Him, the very Christ who empowered him.
This is an all-inclusive and concluding word on his
experience of Christ. It is the converse of the Lord’s
word in John 15:5 concerning our organic relationship
with Him, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.” (Phil.
4:13, footnote 1)

The Greek word [for empowers in verse 13] means
“makes dynamic inwardly.” Christ dwells in us
(Col. 1:27). He empowers us, makes us dynamic
from within, not from without. By such inward
empowering Paul was able to do all things in Christ.
(Phil. 4:13, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

All human virtues were created by God. According
to Genesis 1:26, we were made in God’s image. Our
human virtues are a vessel made to contain the divine
virtues, just as a glove is made in the image of a hand
to contain the hand. The Bible reveals that the image
of God is Christ (Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4). Therefore, to
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say that man was made in the image of God means that
he was made according to the form of Christ. Man was
created according to Christ so that he could contain
Christ and express Him....Man was designed by God
to bear the pattern of Christ. When Christ comes into
a person, that person becomes a vessel containing
Christ....Human virtues such as truthfulness, dignity,
purity, and loveliness are all aspects of man as a vessel
to contain Christ as the reality.

In Philippians 2 we see Christ as the pattern, and
in chapter 3, the pursuing of Christ with a view to
gaining Him....To gain Christ, Paul counted all other
things as refuse. How then could he exalt human
virtues in chapter 4? This is another indication that
the virtues in this chapter are not something apart
from Christ Himself.

If we consider carefully the virtues listed in 4:8, we
shall have to confess that there is no way for us to live
such a life in ourselves....Therefore, we must go on to
4:13, where Paul says, “I am able to do all things in
Him who empowers me.” All the virtues in 4:8 are the
expression of the very Christ in whom Paul could do
everything. Based on the whole context of the book of
Philippians, we can say that the six virtues in 4:8 are
the expression of the living of Christ. These are not
mere human virtues....How excellent is the expression
of the life that lives Christ! The six aspects in verse 8
certainly are excellent characteristics of the Christian
life. It is excellent to be truthful, honorable, right,
pure, lovely, and of good report. In each of these
excellent aspects there is some virtue and something
worthy of praise. We should “take account of these
things”; that is, we should think on them, ponder
them, consider them.

In verse 9 Paul concludes, “The things which you have
also learned and received and heard and seen in me,
practice these things.” Not only should the believers
think on the things mentioned in verse 8; they should
also practice the things which they have learned,
received, heard, and seen in the apostle....Verse 9
closes with the word, “And the God of peace will be
with you.” This is both a blessing and a promise. The
God of peace is the source of all the things mentioned
in verses 8 and 9. By fellowshipping with Him and
having Him with us, all these virtues will issue forth in
our life. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 235-237)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs.
27-29
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Four (Day 6)

Philippians—Experiencing Christ
by Taking Him as Everything

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:12-13 "I know also how to be abased, and I
know how to abound; in everything and in all things I
have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger,
both to abound and to lack. I am able to do all things
in Him who empowers me."

Phil. 3:20-21 "For our commonwealth exists in the
heavens, from which also we eagerly await a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transfigure the body
of our humiliation to be conformed to the body of His
glory, according to His operation by which He is able
even to subject all things to Himself."

Paul had learned the secret of sufficiency, of
satisfaction, of contentment. This secret is actually
Christ Himself. In chapter 1, Christ is the life for
us to live; in chapter 2, Christ is the pattern for us
to follow; and in chapter 3, Christ is the goal and
the prize for us to pursue. Now in chapter 4, Christ
is the secret and also the power for us to enjoy.
In doing many things we must first know the
secret and also have the power, the strength, the
energy, to accomplish those things. (Life-study of
Philippians, p. 243)

Today’s Reading

The words “I have learned the secret” [in Philippians
4:12] are an interpretation of the Greek word which
means “I have been initiated.” The metaphor is that
of a person being initiated into a secret society with
instruction in its rudimentary principles. Paul had
not only learned a secret; he had been initiated and
had learned certain basic principles....By using this
metaphor, Paul was saying that a church, which is
rather mysterious, has certain basic principles. After
Paul was converted to Christ, he was in a sense initiated
into the church life. This means that he was instructed
in the secret of how to enjoy Christ, how to take Christ
as life, how to live Christ, how to magnify Christ, how to
gain Christ, and also how to have the church life.
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Although the church, the Body of Christ, is somewhat
mysterious, the church definitely is not a secret society.
On the contrary, the church is a bright city set on a hill.
Furthermore, the church is open to all who are willing
to come. But because the church has a mysterious
aspect, there is the need of a spiritual initiation in order
to learn the principles of the church life.

The basic principles of the church life are altogether
different from the basic principles of the world. We may
know all the rudimentary principles of the world and
yet not know anything of the church life. Thus, when
we are saved and come into the church, the Body of
Christ, we need to be initiated by learning certain basic
principles. The secret of the Body is to take Christ as
our life, to live Christ, to pursue Christ, to gain Christ,
to magnify Christ, and to express Christ. These are the
basic principles of the church, the Body of Christ.

From the heavens we are eagerly awaiting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ [3:20]....The transfiguration of
our body will be the ultimate consummation of God’s
salvation. In His salvation God first regenerated our
spirit (John 3:6), now He is transforming our soul
(Rom. 12:2), and, consummately, He will transfigure
our body, making us the same as Christ in all three
parts of our being.

You may allow your body to rest on the best and
most expensive bed, but it is nonetheless a body
of humiliation. However, we should not hate or
despise our body. If we despise our body, we shall
practice asceticism. In a very real sense, we should
love our body for the Lord’s sake. We need to care
for the body without allowing it to indulge itself.
One day, the Lord Jesus will come and transfigure
the body of humiliation and conform it to the body
of His glory. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 244-
245, 213-214)

Because we are awaiting the Son of God from
the heavens [1 Thes. 1:10], our future is focused
on Him. Our life declares that we have no hope
on this earth and no positive destiny in this age,
and that our hope is the coming Lord, who is our
destiny forever. This governs, holds, and keeps
our Christian life for the church life. (1 Thes. 1:10,
footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs.
25,29
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION

ETQREY - [ ¥F- 1T
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Message Five % 5 E
Colossians—the All-inclusive, Extensive @&% S &Hh A4 F 54
Christ versus Culture HE LR EEE x4btgst

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:9, 15-18, 27; 2:2, 8-9, 16-17;
3:4,10-11, 15-16; 4:2-3

Outline
Day 1

I. The Christ unveiled in Colossians
is the all-inclusive, extensive One, the
centrality and universality of God's
economy—1:15-18, 27; 2:16-17; 3:4, 11:

A. Colossians reveals the all-inclusive, extensive
Christ—the One who is God, man, and the reality
of every positive thing in the universe—2:9, 16-17.

Day 2

B. For Christ to be the Firstborn of both the
original creation and the new creation means that
He is both all-inclusive and extensive—1:15, 18.

C. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the preeminent
One, the One who has the first place in everything—v. 18.

D. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the centrality
and universality, the center and circumference,
of God's economy—vv. 15-27; Eph. 1:10.

E. The will of God is that the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ be our portion—Col. 1:9, 12.

F. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the Head of
the Body, the church—v. 18,

G. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the fullness
of God—v. 19.

H. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ dwells in us
as our hope of glory—v. 27.
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I. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the mystery
of God—2:2.

J. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the One in
whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
are hidden—v. 3.

K. We should estimate and evaluate everything
according to the all-inclusive, extensive Christ—v. 8.

L. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is our
life—3:4.

M. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the unique
constituent of the one new man—vv. 10-11.

N. For the Body life, it is crucial that we let the
peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts—v. 15.

0. We should allow the word of Christ to dwell in
us richly—v. 16.

P. We need to be infused, saturated, and
permeated with the all-inclusive, extensive Christ
until in our experience He is everything to us—
2:16-17; 3:4.

Day 3

II. God's intention in His economy is
that Christ be everything; therefore,
it is crucial for us to see that God
wants nothing but Christ and that in
the eyes of God nothing counts except
Christ—Matt. 17:5; Col. 3:10-11:

A. The all-inclusive Christ is in us, but we need
to see Him, know Him, be filled with Him, and
become absolutely one with Him—1:27; 3:4.

B. God's ultimate goal in His economy is to gain
the one new man constituted with the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ wrought into a corporate people—
Vv. 10-11; 1:18; 2:9, 16-17.

C. In the one new man, there is only one
person—the all-inclusive, extensive Christ—v.
17; 3:4, 10-11.

N BEFAH, ERELTRGEERM
B ER— 2,

+ AFTA. ERERNERE—
NEEFMBRARELFHA— L
—3%,

T— RMNEYBZAFTA. LELR
WER, K, HE-EN—-8F,
+Z WFFA. EELTRGERR
RATH E0—= 4,

+Z WFTA, ERERNER, 1R
— NN R R — 10~ 11

TN AEHEWAEE, LEBRNTEX
ERNCERHEREREEN—B T,
TE RMNZUEEBENEFFEEN
FEERNET— 167,

T~ BNFEHATTIAH. EEL
REEEN, BE, £, HER
MNExm#HE KW —H—=16~
11, =4,

-
R =

EEE—t: R, HEEHY
&, ENEER, #AEEFE,
L8, FLEAMARY, BT
A, RA-BEABERTH—
AX++5 H=10~11:

— AFTANEERRERNEE,
ERMNFEE LA, APRH, BHT
WA HE—1, =4
= WELWARER TEERE-AN
TN BHARBAT A, ERERY

AE, FE-MAARHAZE AN
—0~1%, — 18, 29, B~1,

EE—MIAR, RA—MALL,

REAFTA. ERERNEE—1
F, 24, 0~11,

Int'l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012 - Message 5 Outline - Page 2

—O—_HFHEMIFERS -

FHEMNE-F2]



D. Colossians reveals that the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ should replace every factor,
element, and aspect of our natural life—1:18;
3:4, 10-11.

Day 4

III. The all-inclusive, extensive
Christ revealed in Colossians is
versus culture—2:9, 16-17; 3:10-11:

A. The book of Colossians was written in order to
reveal the all-inclusive, extensive Christ who deals
with our culture and even replaces our culture with
Himself; the Christ who can replace our culture
and become everything to us is the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ—1:12-13, 15-20.

B. Culture is the systematic method that we have
developed to exist and to maintain our being—cf.
Gen. 4:16-17, 20-22:

1. Culture is a subtle and hidden substitute
for Christ; it is important for us to realize that
within us the ultimate substitute for Christ is
our culture.

2. Our self-made and self-imposed culture is a
substitute for Christ; it separates us from others
and keeps us from being built up with them—Col.
2:8, 18-19.

Day 5

C. In Colossians Paul is dealing with the hidden
matter of culture; if we get into the depths
of Colossians, we will see that it deals with
culture—3:10-11:

1. Culture is the unconscious living of every human
being; unconsciously we are under the influence of
the culture into which we were born, and this culture
is now undermining our experience and enjoyment of
Christ—2:16-17; 3:4.

2. God's eternal purpose is to have a corporate
people to be the Body of Christ for His expression,
but if mankind remains divided by cultural
opinions, God's purpose cannot be carried out—
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1:18; 2:19; 3:10-11:

a. Christ's death on the cross abolished all the cultural
differences and terminated them—Eph. 2:15.

b. In the new man there is no possibility for the various
cultural distinctions to continue to exist—Col. 3:10-11.

3. Whenever the peace of Christ is allowed to arbitrate
in our hearts, this peace will subdue all cultural
opinions—v. 15.

Day 6

D. As culture has become the replacement for Christ, so
Christ can become the replacement for culture—vv. 4, 10-11:

1. When we live Christ, we are spontaneously
delivered from culture, and automatically the
Christ by whom we live replaces culture; this is the
revelation in the book of Colossians—Phil. 1:21a; Col.

1:19; 2:9; 3:4, 10-11.

2. Christ has reconciled us to Himself, and now we
should live Him and allow Him to replace every aspect
of our culture—1:20; 3:4, 10-11.

E. Whenever we experience genuine prayer, we are
outside of our culture; in particular, we are outside
of our cultural opinion—4:2-3:

1. The more genuine prayer we have, the more we will
have the experience of being outside of our cultural
opinions and of being one spirit with the Lord—1 Cor. 6:17.

2. When we pray with others in a genuine way, we
touch the reality of the one new man and realize that
the new man is constituted with Christ alone and that
in this realm there are no differences of culture—Col.
4:2-3; 3:10-11.
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 1)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the
Firstborn of all creation."

Col. 1:18 "And He is the Head of the Body, the church;
He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that
He Himself might have the first place in all things."

The book of Colossians reveals that the all-inclusive,
extensive Christ should replace every factor, element,
and aspect of our natural human life. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 425)

Christ is the reality of the gospel. All the good things
in the gospel belong to Him and are Him. [Colossians]
unveils such an all-inclusive Christ as the focus of
God’s economy. (Col. 2:17, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

The revelation concerning Christ in Colossians is both
all-inclusive and extensive. Colossians reveals that
Christ is everything. Christ is the Firstborn both of the
old creation, the universe, and of the new creation, the
church (1:15, 18). The new creation is not as extensive
as the old creation, the universe. The church is all-
inclusive, but it is not extensive. For Christ to be
the Firstborn of both the original creation and the
new creation means that He is both extensive and
all-inclusive. In the new man there is room only for
Christ; Christ is all and in all (3:11). This shows His
all-inclusiveness. However, the fact that He is the
Firstborn of all creation indicates His extensiveness.
In the words of Ephesians 3, Christ is the breadth,
length, height, and depth.

The revelation of the all-inclusive and extensive
Christ is found adequately, fully, definitely, and
clearly in the Epistles of Paul, in particular in the
book of Colossians.

We need to see that Christ is the preeminent and
all-inclusive One, the centrality and universality of
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God. The book of Colossians reveals that Christ is
preeminent, that He has the first place in everything.
Both in the first creation and in the new creation
Christ occupies the first place.

As the all-inclusive One, Christ is the centrality and
universality of God. This expression was first used
by Brother Nee in 1934, at the third overcomer
conference held in Shanghai. He pointed out from
the book of Colossians that the all-inclusive Christ is
the center and the circumference of God’s purpose.
Christ is both the centrality and universality of God’s
purpose. He is the hub and also the rim. In other
words, Christ is all....Christ is both the center and the
circumference of God’s economy.

God’s economy is to work the living, all-inclusive
Person of Christ into us. According to the revelation
in the book of Colossians, Christ is the portion of the
saints, the Firstborn of all creation, the image of the
invisible God, the Head of the Body, the Firstborn
from among the dead, the One in whom all the fullness
is pleased to dwell, the mystery of God’s economy, the
mystery of God, the reality of all positive things, and
the constituent of the new man. Christ is everything:
He is life, light, power, might, strength, righteousness,
holiness, kindness, and every other divine attribute
and human virtue. Because Christ is everything to us,
He is all-inclusive. God’s intention in His economy
is to work this all-inclusive One into us. As the all-
inclusive One, Christ has the highest attainments. He
has ascended to the heavens and has been exalted to
the highest place in the universe. He is now sitting
at the right hand of God. Christ has been enthroned,
and He has become the Lord and Head over all.
Furthermore, He has obtained everything, for all
things have become His. This Person with all He has
attained and obtained is the very One that God desires
to work into our being. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.

433, 41, 43, 330-331)

Colossians 1:15-17 unveils Christ as the first in
creation, as the One who has preeminence among all
creatures. Verse 18 shows that Christ is the first in
resurrection as the Head of the Body. As such, He has
the first place in the church, God’s new creation (2
Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15). (Col. 1:18, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 5,
49-50
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 2)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:2-3 "...Unto the full knowledge of the mystery of
God, Christ, in whom all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge are hidden."

Col. 3:3-4 "For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ our life is
manifested, then you also will be manifested
with Him in glory."

Christ is the fullness of God, the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation, the Firstborn from
among the dead, the One in whom all the fullness is
pleased to dwell, the mystery of God’s economy, the
mystery of God, the reality of all positive things, and
the constituent of the new man. For years we have
pointed out that Christ is life, but perhaps we have
not adequately paid our attention to what Christ is.
In short, the Christ who is our life is everything, the
reality of every positive thing in the universe. (Life-
study of Colossians, p. 323)

Today’s Reading

Christ is in us as our hope of glory, and we are
now growing in Him. We shall continue to grow
in Him until we reach maturity, at which time
our whole being, especially our inner being,
will be permeated with Christ. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 290)

The mystery of God is Christ Himself. This is a very
significant word. God and His intention are great,
profound, and mysterious, yet Christ is this mystery.
This is far beyond our understanding....Christ is the
very image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15). God Himself
is invisible, so He is a mystery. We cannot see Him;
neither can we understand this mystery. Moreover,
what He intends to do is also a mystery. (A General
Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and
the Church, Part 2: Romans through Philemon, p. 223)

The apostle told the Colossians that all the treasures of

—O—=4B8K%EHS
il -l I3
22k (A =)

T EE—BTTAH,
EELRGERS L htast

R SE8R R

=2~ [l E2NRmEE
B, BMEEE: —VEEfpitl
R, HBREMET, J

=34 TEXIRMIEERT, R
WeEaGEE—RBEEWET, &
BRRN W £4, # I IHE,
AT ES#H—RERNEREE, ]
EBEEZMNFHR. THRELZIHHY
B, —MIXEZYWEEE. KR
AFEBENEEE. —WHFHE
BEEEHFHNA—fL. HELW
B, MWEM, —TEBEHHW
SEBR LA R A B R % F R EA
HHEREZEw, EERMNLHFT
REEEEREFE., HEHH,
g%&ﬂ]%iﬁy %&ﬂ]%"’kﬂ’
WRFHFF —WETEY LT (K
FHEALEHEZ, HO—W) .

> S
E,@]i‘;i

EBRAERNETDEFRENRZE, &
MAAERETBRKAK, RINE—H
EWET KK ED KR, et A]
BAAN, FHAEBMNE@BHA, 3
ERABHREE (RFHEHEHE
Z, ZEAT)

MY AR ELEET, XEFF
HENWE, HRtyERMREA.
R A, TR A X R
XA KA WEME, - L BRI
FREFENLzHHER (BE—1B) , ¥
HOEEF LW, Frilsb A =R,
KA E LM, LA E
Mo XM, WATE/EHLE—
NER (BEREEZ W NAEFH
HAMEA—, Z/N\A\T) o

FREFKFEA, —TELFE. E

Int'l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012 - Message 5 - Page 7
“O—HFEFERE - FAR-FTR



genuine wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ.
This is the spiritual wisdom and knowledge of the
divine economy concerning Christ and the church.
Wisdom is related to our spirit, and knowledge is
related to our mind (Eph. 1:8, 17). (Col. 2:3, footnote 1)

This very Christ is life to us (3:4). He is very
intimate, tender, subjective, and near. Nothing is
as dear, precious, and available to us as our life, yet
even our own life, the very life we received from
our parents, is not the real life. It is only a shadow.
Therefore, he who does not have Christ does not
have the life (1 John 5:12). He is not only our portion
for us to enjoy, but He is our life for us to live. (A
General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light
of Christ and the Church, Part 2: Romans through
Philemon, pp. 228-229)

As our life, Christ is the constituent of the new man.
Because Christ is the unique constituent of the new
man, in the new man there is no room for Greeks
and Jews, Americans and Chinese, circumcision and
uncircumecision, slaves and free men. In the new man
the Christ who is our life is all and in all. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 310)

Which [in Colossians 3:15] refers to the peace of
Christ. We were called to this peace in the one Body of
Christ. For the proper Body life we need the peace of
Christ to arbitrate, to adjust, and to decide all things
in our heart in our relationship with the members of
His Body. (Col. 3:15, footnote 3)

The word of Christ includes the entire New Testament.
We need to be filled with this word. This means that
we should allow the word of Christ to dwell in us,
to inhabit us, to make home in us. The Greek word
rendered “dwell” means “to be in a house, to inhabit.”
The word of the Lord must have adequate room within
us so that it may operate and minister the riches of
Christ into our inner being. Furthermore, the word of
Christ must dwell in us richly.

Colossians reveals that Christ is profound and all-
inclusive. The all-inclusive Christ transcends our
understanding. Our need is to be infused, saturated,
and permeated with Him until in our experience
Christ is everything to us: our food, our drink, our
feasts, our holy days, our Sabbath, our new moon, our
everything. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 246, 9)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 34;
The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 352-354
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 3)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:10-11 "And have put on the new man, which is
being renewed unto full knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him, where there cannot
be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all
and in all."

It is crucial for us to see that God wants nothing but
Christ. If we see this vision, we shall set aside our
standard and aspire to be one with the Lord in our
spirit moment by moment. The all-inclusive Christ is
now in our spirit. First Corinthians 6:17 tells us that he
who is joined to the Lord is one spirit....Our standard
should not be the culture we have inherited or the
culture we ourselves have made. Our standard should
be the oneness with the Lord in our spirit. Do not try
to be a good wife or husband. Instead, simply be one
spirit with the Lord. Then you will live Christ because
Christ will actually be living in you. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 318)

Today’s Reading

God does not want something good produced by us;
He wants Christ and Christ alone. In the eyes of God,
only Christ counts for anything. God’s intention is
to work Christ into us so that we may have the full
enjoyment of Him. When Christ has the free course
within us to become our enjoyment and experience,
our culture will be dealt with.

The time has come for all of us in the churches to hear
this message, to see this vision, and to condemn our
cultural standards. Then we shall realize that what
God wants is Christ and that Christ today is the life-
giving Spirit mingled with our spirit. Instead of living
according to a certain standard, we should simply
live by the Christ who dwells in our spirit. As we live
in the spirit, we should let Christ have a free course
throughout our whole being. [Everything that is not
Christ must go.]
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If Christ is infused into you, you will drop everything
that is not Christ, and you will be constituted with
Christ in your very being. Religion gives people
doctrines and teaches them how to behave....Christ is
already in us, but we need to see Him, know Him, be
filled with Him, be saturated with Him, and become
absolutely one with Him.

Because such a Christ is all and in all in the new man,
of which we are a part, Christ eventually becomes
us. We and Christ are one. God’s ultimate goal in
His economy is to gain this new man constituted of
the preeminent, all-inclusive Christ wrought into a
corporate people. We all need to have such a high
view of God’s economy. According to this view, we
and Christ are one, for we and He have one life with
one living.

Paul’s intention in writing the book of Colossians was
to impress all the believers with the fact that Christ is
everything. The Jewish believers should forget their
ordinances and observances, and the Gentile believers
should lay aside their philosophical concepts. We were
not regenerated for the sake of such observances and
concepts. We were regenerated for Christ. Now we
need to be filled with Christ, saturated with Christ,
and permeated with Christ until Christ becomes us.

We have pointed out that in God’s economy there is
one person, Christ, and one way, the cross. Through
this one person and one way, God will gain the new
man. The new man is Christ constituted into us. On
the one hand, the new man is Christ; on the other
hand, we, the believers, are the new man. For this
reason, in the new man, Christ and we are one.

In Colossians Christ is the replacement for all
cultural factors and elements. He must come into
our living to replace everything with Himself.
This is the divine revelation in the holy Word. Oh,
may our eyes be opened to see that every factor,
element, and aspect of our natural human life is
versus Christ. In God’s economy the extensive
Christ must come in to replace all these elements,
factors, and aspects. Eventually, for eternity, only
Christ will remain. (Life-study of Colossians, pp.

319, 77, 249-250, 399)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament,
msgs. 355-357; Life-study of Colossians, msg. 37
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 4)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:18-19 "Let no one defraud you by judging you
unworthy of your prize, in self-chosen lowliness and
the worship of the angels, dwelling on the things
which he has seen, vainly puffed up by his mind set on
the flesh, and not holding the Head, out from whom
all the Body, being richly supplied and knit together
by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the
growth of God."

The all-inclusive Christ is versus culture. However,
we are not saying that we should drop our culture
and act like barbarians. We are by no means
encouraging anyone to act as if we are free of
culture. Those who do not have Christ certainly
need culture. As children are growing up, they need
not only culture, but also the law. But after we have
received Christ, we should not allow our culture
to limit Christ or to frustrate us from experiencing
Him. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 304)

Today’s Reading

What kind of Christ can replace our culture? The
Christ who replaces culture is the extensive Christ,
not the limited Christ known by most Christians. All
real Christians believe that Christ is God incarnated
as a man, that He died on the cross for our sins, that
He was resurrected, that He ascended to the heavens
where He is now sitting as the Lord of lords and King
of kings, and that He will return to earth and establish
His kingdom with the believers as co-kings. Although
all this is true, it is a narrow, limited view of Christ.
Such a limited Christ will not in actual experience
become the replacement for our culture....The Christ
who can replace our culture and become everything to
us is the all-inclusive, extensive Christ.

We are all unconsciously and subconsciously under the
influence of culture. When we came into the church
life, we brought our culture with us. This culture is
now undermining our enjoyment of Christ. Culture
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is the systematic method we have developed to exist
and to maintain our being. The stronger our culture
is, the more critical we shall be of others....Culture is
a very subtle and hidden substitute for Christ. We all
condemn sin, but we do not condemn culture.

Not many Christians throughout the centuries have
been able to get fully into the book of Colossians. On
the one hand, they have not seen the extensiveness of
the revelation of Christ in this book. On the other hand,
they have not seen that this book was written to deal
with culture. It is important for us to realize that within
us the ultimate substitute for Christ is our culture.

We all have a self-made and self-imposed culture.
This culture is a substitute for Christ. Probably you do
not realize how strong your self-made culture is. This
culture separates us from others and keeps us from
being built up with them.

In 1 Corinthians, Paul deals with various negative
things, even sinful things, which frustrated
the Corinthians from the proper enjoyment of
Christ and from the church life. In Galatians
Paul deals with the law and with the Jewish
religion. However, it is not easy to point out
what Paul is dealing with in the Epistle to the
Colossians....Paul is dealing with the hidden
matter of man’s culture. A strong indicator of this
is the use of the word barbarian in 3:11, a word
not used in either 1 Corinthians 12:13 or Galatians
3:28, verses parallel to Colossians 3:11. Paul’s use
of the word barbarian in Colossians indicates that
this Epistle deals with culture.

If we get into the depths of the book of Colossians,
we shall see that it deals not with sin or with the law,
but with man’s culture. Culture is the unconscious
living of every human being. This is true both of
primitive society and of advanced countries as
well. The principle is the same everywhere. People
throughout the world are under the influence of their
culture....According to the book of Colossians, what
defrauds us of the enjoyment of Christ and frustrates
the church life is our culture. (Life-study of Colossians,

pp. 391, 275-276, 353, 355-350, 273-275)
Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs.
33,41
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 5)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:15 "Abolishing in His flesh the law of the
commandments in ordinances, that He might
create the two in Himself into one new man, so
making peace."

Col. 3:15 "And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in
your hearts, to which also you were called in one
Body..."

[First,] God’s desire is that we live Christ moment
by moment and leave no room for culture and
philosophy. Our only practice should be the living
Person of Christ Himself. Second, we should lay aside
our cultural standards. Our standard should not be
any form of culture; it should be the indwelling peace
of Christ. Third, we need to allow the word of Christ
to fill our entire being....If we do these three things,
we shall experience Christ spontaneously. Not only
shall we have a lofty revelation of Christ, but we shall
also experience Him in a practical way in our daily life.
(Life-study of Colossians, p. 272)

Today’s Reading

The source of the trouble among the believers in Colosse
was culture....I believe that all the churches in Asia Minor
had been saturated with Jewish culture, particularly
with respect to religious observances, and with Greek
culture, particularly related to philosophy....Just as
culture exerted a strong influence on the believers in
Colosse, culture today exerts a strong influence on us.
Unconsciously we are under the influence of the culture
into which we were born. It seems that the religious and
philosophical elements of culture are part of our being.
In many groups in Christianity the political element of
culture is present also.

Christ today as the life-giving Spirit is in our spirit.
We need to say, “Lord Jesus, I thank You that You are
here. You are in me all the time to be whatever I need.”
If we would practice this, we need a clear vision that
Christ is everything to us. Such a vision will slay our
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philosophy, asceticism, opinions, and isms. It will even
terminate the influence of culture on our experience of
Christ. Then, instead of being cultured people, we shall
be people occupied with, possessed by, and saturated
with Christ.

We have pointed out again and again that after Paul
tells us that Christ is our life and the constituent of
the new man, he charges us to let the peace of Christ
arbitrate in us and to let the word of Christ inhabit
us. To have a full understanding of what it means for
the peace of Christ to arbitrate in our hearts, we need
to know the background against which the book of
Colossians was written. At Babel the cultural divisions
of mankind came into being. The opinions from our
culture are expressed mainly in religious observances
and in philosophical ordinances, represented
respectively by the Jews and the Greeks. The cultural
opinions have divided mankind into many different
nations. However, God’s eternal purpose is to have
a corporate people to be the Body of Christ for His
expression. But if mankind remains divided by cultural
opinions, how can God’s purpose be carried out? It
would be impossible. But according to Ephesians
2:15, Christ’s death on the cross has abolished all the
cultural ordinances and differences and terminated
them. Christ’s purpose in doing this was to create in
Himself one new man and thereby make peace. Hence,
the peace made by Christ was produced through the
crucifixion of cultural opinions. When the Jews and
the Gentiles were created into one new man, peace
was made. This very peace, the peace of Christ, is what
Paul refers to in Colossians 3:15.

According to 3:11, in the new man there is no
possibility for the various cultural distinctions
to continue to exist. Here there is no longer the
distinction between the cultured and the uncultured,
for in the new man Christ is all and in all. After
speaking of this, Paul goes on to charge us, who
come from many different backgrounds, to let the
peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts. This peace
is the issue, the result, of the death of Christ that
terminated the cultural differences. Therefore,
whenever the peace of Christ presides in us, this
peace will subdue cultural opinions, religious
observances, and philosophical concepts. (Life-study
of Colossians, pp. 274, 277-279, 279)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 35-
36, 42
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Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference 2012
THE HEART OF THE DIVINE REVELATION
Message Five (Day 6)

Colossians—the All-inclusive,
Extensive Christ versus Culture

Morning Nourishment

Col. 4:2-3 "Persevere in prayer, watching in it with
thanksgiving, praying at the same time for us also, that
God would open to us a door for the word, to speak
the mystery of Christ..."

Just as culture has become the replacement for
God, so Christ can become the replacement for
culture....After man lost God through the fall, man’s
culture replaced God in his life. Christ’s redemption
not only redeems us from so many negative things,
but also redeems us from culture. Instead of trying
to be free from our culture, we should simply be
reconciled to Christ and take Him as the factor which
gives our life meaning and purpose. We should
pray, “Lord Jesus, from now on I will take nothing
other than You as my goal and purpose. Lord, You
only are my standard and the factor which gives
my existence meaning and purpose. I don’t want to
live out anything other than Yourself. Lord, I want
to live You and You alone.” When we live Christ,
we are spontaneously delivered from culture, and
automatically the Christ by whom we live replaces
culture. This is the revelation in the book of
Colossians. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 392)

Today’s Reading

We should not treasure any type of ism, for all isms
have to do with culture. Instead of living according
to an ism, we should live Christ, a living person, who
is the portion of the saints, the image of the invisible
God, the Firstborn of both the old creation and the
new creation, the One in whom and unto whom all
things were created, and the One who is our life in the
new man. Such an extensive Christ is the replacement
for our culture.

In the book of Colossians, Paul’s concern is not
mainly with sin, the world, or even with the self. His
concern is with culture, which becomes the factor
that replaces God to give meaning and purpose to
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life. Now that Christ has reconciled us to Himself,
we should live Him and allow Him to replace every
aspect of our culture.

Often when we pray, we do not enter into genuine
prayer. Through experience we can differentiate or
discern prayer that is genuine from prayer that is not
genuine. Do you know why it is so difficult to pray
in a genuine way? The main hindrance is not sin or
worldliness; it is cultural opinion. Unconsciously
and subconsciously, we are still controlled by our
cultural opinions. However, if we persevere in
prayer, we shall eventually pray in a genuine way.
This means that in our prayer we are released from
cultural opinions and enter into the spirit. Whenever
we experience genuine prayer, we are outside of our
culture; in particular, we are outside of our cultural
opinion. During times of genuine prayer, we are in
our spirit, and we are one spirit with the Lord. It is at
these times that we live Christ.

Furthermore, at such times of genuine prayer the
death of Christ works within us in a prevailing way
to terminate all the negative things in our being.
Spontaneously, Christ’s resurrection power also
prevails in us. As a result, we are actually one with
Christ and identified with Him. This experience during
times of genuine prayer gives us a taste of the normal
Christian life.

The more genuine prayer we have, the more we shall
have the experience of being outside our cultural
opinions, of being one spirit with the Lord, and of
living Christ. The sad thing is that when we stop
praying, we automatically revert to our culture. Then
we strive to live according to our own asceticism.
When we enter into genuine prayer, we are far away
from asceticism and all other isms, for we are one
with the living Lord. Furthermore, when we pray in
this way with others, we are truly one in the praying
spirit. Then we touch the reality of the one new man,
where there is no Greek or Jew, barbarian or Scythian,
circumcision or uncircumcision. We realize that the
new man is constituted of Christ alone and that in this
realm there are no differences of culture. (Life-study of

Colossians, pp. 394, 279)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 45; The
Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 358; The Experience of
Christ in Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians, ch. 1
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