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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message One

The Centrality and Universality of Christ and
the Union of God and His People to Be a Universal Couple

Scripture Reading: Micah 5:2; Joel 3:16-18; Amos 9:11; Mal. 4:2; Hosea 2:19-20
Outline
DAY 1

I. Like the Major Prophets, the Minor Prophets unveil that God's
economy in His loving chastisement of Israel, in His governmental
dealing with Israel, and in His judgment upon the nations issues in
the manifestation of Christ as the centrality and universality in God's
economy to bring in the kingdom, the age of restoration, which will
usher the old and ruined universe into the new heaven and new earth
with the New Jerusalem—Micah 5:2; Joel 3:16-18; Amos 9:11; Matt.
19:28; Acts 3:21; Rev. 21:1-2:

A. World history is displaying the fulfillment of what was prophesied through the
prophets; for twenty-six centuries Israel has been suffering under a long, divine
chastisement—Joel 1:4.

B. God's chastisement of Israel has been for the purpose that Christ would be manifested
as everything, as the centrality and universality in God's economy; this manifestation
will bring in the age of restoration—2:25; 3:16-18.

C. God is moving, working, and managing the world affairs to fulfill His eternal
economy, that is, to make Christ everything to mankind for the bringing in of the
kingdom, the age of restoration—Hosea 14:1-9; Amos 9:11; Micah 4:1-4.

DAY 2
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D. The central point of all the prophets is Christ—Luke 24:27; John 5:39:

1. God's intention, God's desire, makes Christ the centrality and universality in His
economy—Col. 1:15-18.

2. In the New Testament Christ is all and in all; in the new man Christ
is everyone and in everyone, and thus the whole church is nothing but
Christ—3:10-11; 1 Cor. 12:12.

E. The central thought of the Minor Prophets includes the following points concerning Christ:

1. God will judge the world, and thus sinners should prepare to meet God—Joel 3:2a; Amos
4:12; Acts 17:31.

2. Christ, as the eternally divine One, came to earth and was born to be human—Micah 5:2.

3. Christ entered into death and resurrected from it for the extending of God's salvation to
all the nations—Jonah 1:17; 2:10; 3:2.

4. Sinners who repent and believe in Christ will be forgiven of their sins and justified by God
to have the divine life so that they may walk in the divine light and become the mighty ones
of Christ, sent with Him by God in Christ's second coming—Amos 4:12; Micah 7:8-9, 18-19;
Hab. 2:4; Joel 3:11b.

5. Christ will arise as the Sun of righteousness and come as the Angel of the covenant
to reign in Zion and to shepherd Israel, and then the millennium of the restoration
will be brought in—Mal. 4:2; 3:1; Micah 4:1-3, 7b; 5:4; Hosea 14:4-8; Rev. 20:4, 6;
Matt. 19:28.

II. God's intention in His eternal economy is that He and His chosen
people would be a universal couple—Hosea 1:2; 2:19-20; Jer. 2:2:

A. The crucial emphasis of the revelation released by all the prophets from Isaiah to Malachi
is that God wants to have an organic union with His chosen people—Hosea 2:19-20:

1. In this union God is His people's life, and they are His expression; in this way God and
His chosen people become a universal couple—Rev. 22:17.

2. Both the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets speak of God as the Husband and of
God's chosen people as the wife; this thought is fully developed in the New Testament—
Matt. 9:15; 2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 21:2, 9-10.

2012 Summer Training - Message 1 - Page 2



A =
=, BAREIBRANZNTRE, STHELAR, HEA
F-AFEE; Bk, 2828AWTERBTERBYOA,
EAEMNRABR—HN=2~2%, —2~4, £E05, %25,
B=2, =1, 14, 2—32, &+%8, =25 M=1, 19, K415 ¥
229, h&t+-2, #E2B5~3, BTAT, =—2, 9~10, ==1T:

L SRMIZ U FRANGHHEZ AR, RITHETH
Wae, EWMEHESEXTIYNER—H—0=20~2

2 TiBANERERANGH RN —, #t G RITRN ——
#4=3, 5~6, H~16, 29~ 30,

3. RN REFZXMERNLELNE, BNA LA HEK
éﬁ'ﬁ']&%ﬂ ’%%&ﬁkﬁ/, /ﬁ;%éﬁga{l% Tﬁifﬂﬁ/ 7]7|(
#%+—12, HE—4, H=15~16, 29~ 30,

B
I BRELEHENT RE— 1~ &
o KPRV FHER, TYEGNHELFHETRETHE

N

LR L LISh SREIN S LRGN
%;‘—éé’]ﬁ EzZ—1H~106%, W1, 0~1, T1~2, K
b RERK, RNTIHARAEEETRELN: &)
BENRLAERAE L, RIRESANERE, £
27 REANERE,

5. BARFARRIEL: SAEARFABRULMF R
B —Hi= 2

8. 2AZZERBMRIEWNE BAETE,
REWE—HET— L

&mf%%AWKﬁmﬁ,ﬁ%iﬁmﬁ@f HIER
ﬁ%\%%% X—MEENLERNE, ERBRITFL
/%aA%m&ﬁzﬂ%%@@—fﬂ~4 WEE 1~
B, %+ 21, 23,

—O——HFEFIILK- F—R-5E3:

ER Ty RZHHE

DAY 3

B. The entire Bible is a divine romance, showing that throughout the centuries God
has had a romance with man; thus, the Bible is a record of how God courts His chosen
people and eventually marries them—Gen. 2:21-24; S. S. 1:2-4; Isa. 54:5; 62:5; Jer. 2:2;
3:1, 14; 31:32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea 2:7, 19; Matt. 9:15; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph.
5:25-32; Rev. 19:7; 21:2, 9-10; 22:17:

1. When we as God's people enter into a love relationship with God, we receive His life, just
as Eve received the life of Adam—Gen. 2:21-22.

2. It is this life that enables us to become one with God and makes Him one with us—John 3:3,
5-6, 15-16, 20-30.

3. By loving the Lord as our Husband and thereby partaking of His life and nature, we
become one with Him as His counterpart, enlargement, and expression—2 Cor. 11:2; 2 Pet.
1:4; John 3:15-16, 29-30.

DAY 4

4. The divine romance is portrayed in the Song of Songs—1:2-4:

a. This book is a marvelous and vivid portrait, in poetic form, of the bridal love between
Christ as the Bridegroom and His lovers as His bride in their mutual enjoyment in the
mingling of His divine attributes with the human virtues of His lovers—vv. 15-16; 4:7, 10-15;
5:1-2; 6:4, 10.

b. According to Song of Songs, our relationship with the Lord should be very romantic; if
there is no romance between us and the Lord Jesus, then we are religious Christians, not
romantic Christians.

5. Both the old and new covenants are espousal covenants; both the entire Old Testament
and New Testament were written in this way—Jer. 2:2:

a. The entire Bible is God's courting word; as a whole, the Bible is a word of such a divine
courtship—2 Cor. 11:2.

b. If we would keep God's courting word, we need a responsive, affectionate love for
Him; this kind of responsive, affectionate love is depicted in Song of Songs, where we
have a portrait of the love between the Beloved and His love—1:2-4; 2 Cor. 5:1415;
John 14:21, 23.
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C. God created man with the purpose of having a counterpart—Gen. 1:26:

1. God is a lover, and He created man in the image of Himself as a lover so that man would
love Him—Mark 12:30; 1 Cor. 2:9.

2. God created man according to His own being—Gen. 5:1-2:
a. God is loving, and He wants man to love Him—1 John 4:19.

b. In this way there will be a mutual relationship of love between God and mankind, those
created to be His counterpart—Rev. 22:17.

D. God chose Israel to be His spouse—Hosea 2:19-20; Jer. 2:2; 31:3; Ezek. 16:8.

DAY 5

E. In typology certain women in the Old Testament reveal that the church is the
counterpart of Christ—Gen. 24:67; 41:45; Ruth 4:13; 1 Sam. 25:40-42; S. S. 6:13:

1. The church as the counterpart of Christ is typified by Eve as the counterpart of Adam,;
Eve's coming out of Adam typifies that the church comes out of Christ and has the life and
nature of Christ—Gen. 2:21-24; Eph. 5:23-32.

2. Rebekah typifies the church, as the counterpart of Christ, being chosen from the world—
Gen. 24:67.

3. Ruth typifies the church, as the counterpart of Christ, being redeemed—Ruth 4:13.

4. Abigail typifies the church, as the counterpart of Christ, being the warring church in the
midst of sufferings—1 Sam. 25:40-42.

5. The Shulammite typifies the church, as the reproduction and duplication of Christ, to
match Him for their marriage—S. S. 6:13.

DAY 6

F. When the Lord Jesus came, He came as the Bridegroom for the bride—John 3:29;
Matt. 9:15:

1. The Lord Jesus regenerates the church so that the church may be His bride—John 3:3, 5-6,
29-30.
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2. The Lord is the Bridegroom with the divine life and the divine nature; if we would become
His bride, we must also have the divine life and the divine nature—Matt. 9:15; 1:18, 20, 23;
John 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:4.

3. Through regeneration we receive another life, the divine life; in this life and by this life we
are qualified to become Christ's counterpart and to match Him—John 3:3, 5-6, 15, 29; Rev.
22:17.

G. At the end of this age Christ will come to marry His redeemed and take her as His
wife—19:7:

1. The present age is an age of “dating,” courtship, and engagement between God and His
people—2 Cor. 11:2.

2. At the end of this dispensation there will be a glorious wedding day, at which time Christ
will marry His redeemed ones—Rev. 19:7-9.

H. At the very end of the Bible we see that God will enjoy a married life with His people
in eternity and for eternity—21:9:

1. For eternity in the new heaven and new earth, the New Jerusalem will be the wife of the
Lamb—v. 2; 22:17.

2. This is the fulfillment of the divine romance revealed in the Scriptures—Jer. 2:2; Hosea
2:19-20; Rev. 19:7; 22:17.
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WEEK 1 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Micah 5:2 (But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, so little to be among the thousands of
Judah, from you there will come forth to Me He who is to be Ruler in Israel; and His
goings forth are from ancient times, from the days of eternity.)

Luke 24:27 And beginning from Moses and from all the prophets, He explained to
them clearly in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

The contents of the Minor Prophets include God's economy in His loving chastisement
of Israel, Christ as the centrality and universality of God's economy, and a number
of crucial points....God's economy in His loving chastisement of Israel, in His
governmental dealing with Israel, and in His judgment upon the nations issues in the
manifestation of Christ as the centrality and universality in God's economy to bring in
the restoration. According to Psalm 2, Christ, God's King, is the Lord, the Possessor,
of the earth. The entire world is under Christ as the “ General Manager.” He is not
only the Lord but also the Manager, managing the entire world situation. At present
this is somewhat hidden, but one day He will be manifested. God's economy on this
earth will eventually issue in the manifestation of Christ. When this manifestation
takes place, all people will see that Christ is the centrality and universality of God's
economy to bring in the age of restoration. This is the first aspect of the contents of
the Minor Prophets, an emphasis which is also found in the Major Prophets. (Life-
study of Hosea, pp. 3-4)

Today's Reading

World history is displaying the fulfillment of what was prophesied through the prophets.
After their prophecies, given seven or eight centuries before Christ, God came in to
chastise Israel by sending Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, to destroy Jerusalem.
Since that time, Israel has not been recovered. Israel has been under Babylon, Medo-
Persia, the Macedonian-Grecian Empire, and the Roman Empire, which continues to

influence the entire world. For twenty-six centuries Israel has been suffering under a
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long, divine chastisement. Today God is using the Arab nations to chastise Israel.

In [the Minor Prophets] we [also] see many things concerning Christ: His eternity,
His incarnation in time, His death, burial, and resurrection for the spreading of God's
redemption and salvation to all the nations on earth, His coming as the Desire of
nations and as the Sun of righteousness, and His being the One dwelling on Mount
Zion to be a shelter and a stronghold to God's elect. As He rules among them, Christ
will rule the whole earth from Jerusalem.

The Minor Prophets are composed of twelve books, from Hosea to Malachi. In ancient
times these books might have been considered one book. “The book of the prophets”
mentioned by Stephen in Acts 7:42, in his quoting of Amos 5:25-27, might refer to this
collective book. Although these books are minor, they complete the divine revelation
concerning God's economy in His dealings with His elect—Israel—and the nations,
which is covered in detail in the books of the Major Prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, and Daniel. All the books of both the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets
were called by the Lord Jesus “the Prophets,” in which things concerning Him were
written (Luke 24:44). This indicates that the central point of all the prophets is not
chastisement or judgment but Christ. When we come to the books of the prophets, we
should care mainly for Christ.

In Haggai 2:7 we see that Christ is the Desire of all the nations. Even though the
nations do not know Christ, they still desire to have Christ. All the nations desire to
have peace and a good life, but the situation in the world is the opposite of this. Christ
is peace; Christ is also the good life. For the nations to desire these things means that
they actually desire Christ. He is the Desire of all the nations. (Life-study of Hosea,

pp- 10, 3, 5)
Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msg. 1; Life-study of Colossians, msg. 1

2012 Summer Training - Message 1 - Page 8



2 EEIIRERLHMA, SFAEE LAR,
HRABAEBZE: 410008 2o B4 W R BK

= 19~20 HOBARKZERHE, UAXFAF,
uﬁﬁﬁ W%Wﬁ& Wb UG LB AR AR, R
SeIN AR Fpfn e

RMHFELEZF T EATWRE, 2% L+
o HREH— ﬁ&ﬁﬁmﬁ%,ﬁuéi¢¢%ﬁ%o
RREANL FUE L EHAEEREAEE-—NET,

EELA—HARAFEZALERN. ALEAE
Fife, XBEARELEX, JERHNKREY KIS
WREMA (£—11, Z10) . ZRREEATEE,

EHHKERUERFEA, EZEZSAA (KT
39~4) (FAEMBLERSERE, —ZHLE—ZAT) .

12 &%

MEEZRNFORBLEHSER, AWHFHATHE &
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ(ﬁ£2i>o%A%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ(éﬂﬂ)o
EEZATHMEL, REMLE, HENA (RE2) . #
#NF, HFNREETE, ERuHEERETE (810,

0, =2) BRHAMBHEEA, SERBMALE, H*
REHN, "REMENEw, EUOFUEREN LTI
&, BALEHARSE, EEAEF_KEAH, 5EE—F
xwzd (BOR, £E18~0, %24, %489, H=A
T) o REEWANMEXAR (BW2), XEFLAW
EETR (Z1T), £9ZEE (FETT), FHFU
€7 (£4)  RAREXWTEEERFEX (T 1-8, 7

“O——HFEFIILG- FR-5F9:

WEEK 1 DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Mal. 4:2 But unto you who fear My name will the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in His wings, and you will go forth and leap about like well-fed calves.

Hosea 2:19-20 And I will betroth you to Myself forever; indeed I will betroth you to
Myself in righteousness and justice and in lovingkindness and compassions; indeed I
will betroth you to Myself in faithfulness, and you will know Jehovabh.

[Micah 5:2c] refers to Christ's eternal origin....Verse 2a says that from Bethlehem
would come forth the One who would be the Ruler in Israel. This is the only verse in
the entire Old Testament which tells us that Christ was to be born in Bethlehem.

A further aspect of Christ is typified by the prophet Jonah. Jonah was swallowed by a
great fish and was vomited out of it for the spreading of God's salvation to the Gentile
Ninevites (Jonah 1:17; 2:10). This is a type of Christ in His death and resurrection for
the salvation of God to sinners, even to the Gentiles (Matt. 12:39-41). (Life-study of

Hosea, pp. 4-5)
Today's Reading

The central thought of the Minor Prophets involves many things, beginning with God's
judgment. God will judge the world (Joel 3:2a). Sinners should prepare to meet God
(Amos 4:12). Christ as the eternally divine One came to the earth and was born to be
human (Micah 5:2). He entered into death and resurrected from it for the extending
of God's salvation to all the nations (Jonah 1:17; 2:10; 3:2). Sinners who repent and
believe in Him will be forgiven of their sins and justified by God to have the divine life
that they may walk in the divine light and become the mighty ones of Christ, sent with
Him by God in His second appearing (Amos 4:12; Micah 7:8-9, 18-19; Hab. 2:4; Joel
3:11b). He will arise as the Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2) and come as the Angel of
the covenant (Mal. 3:1b) to reign in Zion (Micah 4:7b) and shepherd Israel (Micah 5:4).
Then the millennium of the restoration will be brought in (Micah 4:1-3; Hosea 14:4-8;
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Rev. 20:4, 6; Matt. 19:28). When we put all these points together, we have the central
thought of the Minor Prophets. The Minor Prophets are minor, but the revelation they
bring in is major.

The crucial emphasis of the revelation released by all the prophets from Isaiah to
Malachi is that God wants to have an organic union with His chosen people, like
the union of Adam with Eve. In the writings of the prophets, God expresses His
desire to have an organic union with His chosen people, making Himself their life
and making them His expression. In this way God and His chosen people become
a couple, a compound person, just as Adam and Eve became a couple. Originally
Adam was alone, but later Eve came out of Adam. Eve was built from Adam's
rib to match Adam, to marry Adam, and to be Adam's counterpart (Gen. 2:21-
22). Eventually, the two became one in nature and in life. This is a type of what
God desires. God's desire is to be united with His chosen people to be a universal
couple, which in Revelation 22:17 is called “the Spirit and the bride.” Because this
is God's intention in His eternal economy, both the Major Prophets and the Minor
Prophets speak of God as the Husband and of God's chosen people as the wife. This
thought is fully developed in the New Testament, but it was unveiled first through
the prophets.

God's intention, God's desire, makes Christ the centrality and universality in God's
economy. In the New Testament Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:11). Christ is everyone
and in everyone. Eventually, the whole church is nothing but Christ.

We have seen that part of the contents of the Minor Prophets is that God's
economy in His loving chastisement of Israel, that is, in His governmental dealing
with Israel, and in His judgment of the nations issues in the manifestation
of Christ as the centrality and universality of God's economy to bring in the
restoration. God's instrument to chastise Israel has been, and still is, the nations.
(Life-study of Hosea, pp. 9-10)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msgs. 2-3
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WEEK 1 DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 31:3 Jehovah appeared to me from afar, saying, Indeed I have loved you with an
eternal love, therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

John 3:29-30 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's
voice. This joy of mine therefore is made full. He must increase, but I must decrease.

Throughout the centuries, God has had a romance with man....The entire Bible is a
divine romance. This means that the Bible is a very romantic book. This is true in
particular of Song of Songs. Certain modernists doubt whether Song of Songs should
be included in the Bible. Even some proper Christian teachers have had doubts about
this book. When I was young, I also wondered why such a book is in the Bible, a book
concerned with a romance between a man and a woman. This book is a portrait of
the love relationship between us and Christ....The Bible is a divine romance, and our
relationship with the Lord should become more and more romantic. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 645, 648-649)

Today's Reading

As a divine romance, the Bible is a full record of God's wooing, even of His “dating,” of
man. Again and again in the Scriptures, God comes to man in this way. Two examples
are God's coming to Jacob at Bethel the first time (Gen. 28:10-22) and also the second
time (Gen. 35:9-15). Another example is God's coming to Moses at Mount Horeb (Exo.
3:1-17)....The Bible is also full of God's courting of man. As a young man wants to give
constant attention to the woman he is courting, even to the point of bothering her, so
the Lord “bothers” us by courting us. The Bible records God's courtship of His people.
In the New Testament we see that when the Lord Jesus called His disciples, He was
courting them. Again and again, the Lord Jesus bothered Peter in this courting way.
It is significant that it was not Peter who came to the Lord; it was the Lord who came

to Peter. In John 21 the Lord inquired of Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me
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more than these?” (v. 15). Twice more the Lord asked him, “Do you love Me?” (vv.
16, 17). By asking these questions of Peter, the Lord Jesus was courting him. He did
not want Peter to love Him as a child honoring a parent, a friend caring for another
friend, or a rich person pitying a poor person. Instead, the Lord wanted Peter to love
Him with an affectionate love, with a love like that of a young woman for the man who
loves her.

We should not read John 21 apart from John 3. The One who was asking Peter if he
loved Him was the very Bridegroom who came to have the bride. Based upon the
revelation of the Lord Jesus as the Bridegroom in John 3, we see that His conversation
with Peter in chapter 21 was conducted in the way of courtship.

When we enter into such a love relationship with the Lord, we receive His life, just
as Eve received the life of Adam. If Eve had not received Adam's life, she could not
have been one with him....No doubt, Adam and Eve loved each other, for Eve had
received her life from Adam and even was of Adam. She and Adam had one life and
one nature. Eve's every fiber, tissue, and cell had its source in Adam and was part of
Adam. According to Ephesians 5, Adam and Eve depict Christ and the church. Just as
Eve came out of Adam and possessed his life and nature, so the church comes out of
Christ and possesses His life and nature.

We all need such a sweet, intimate, affectionate love between us and the Lord. We
should love Him as a woman loves her husband. We all, young and old alike, need this
kind of love. The more we love the Lord in this way, the more we shall partake of His
life and spontaneously live Him in accordance with His nature. Then our living will
automatically become the keeping of His law. What we live out will be according to
the law as His description, definition, and expression. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 649,

638, 643)
Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 54; Life-study of Romans, msg. 1
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WEEK 1 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

S.S. 2:4 He brought me into the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

2 Cor. 11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one
husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

The divine romance is portrayed poetically in Song of Songs. In Song of Songs
the seeker passes through a process to become the Shulammite, the duplication
of Solomon and a figure of the New Jerusalem (6:13, 4). The lover's name,
Shulammite, which is the feminine form of Solomon, is first used in Song of
Songs 6:13, indicating that at this point she has become Solomon's duplication
and counterpart, the same as Solomon in life, nature, and image, as Eve to
Adam (Gen. 2:20-23). This signifies that the lover of Christ becomes the same
as He is in life, nature, and image to match Him (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) for
their marriage. The lover of Solomon, having passed through various stages of
transformation, has become Solomon's duplication. The New Jerusalem will be a
corporate Shulammite, including all of God's chosen and redeemed people. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4372)

Today's Reading

The poem, as a type, in this poetic book [Song of Songs] as the story of the love between
a king and a country girl is a marvelous and vivid portrait, as the fulfillment, of the
bridal love between Christ as the Bridegroom and His lovers as His bride in their
mutual enjoyment in the mingling of His divine attributes with the human virtues of
His lovers. The correspondence of the progression with its stages on these two sides of
the poem and its portrait is the intrinsic revelation of the Holy Word of the omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent God. (Life-study of Song of Songs, pp. 68-69)

Our relationship with the Lord should be very romantic. If there is no romance
between us and the Lord Jesus, then we are religious Christians, not romantic
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Christians. If you wish to know what I mean by romance, I would encourage you to
read and pray-read Song of Songs. Pray-reading this book of romance will cause you
to become romantic with the Lord.

As a whole, the Old Testament was spoken in the way of a covenant of engagement.
This is the reason that Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Hosea all refer to God's people
as His wife. Even though His people wanted to divorce Him, the Lord would bring
them back to Himself. He would betroth them to Him again....Hosea 2:19 and 20
[say], “I will betroth you to Myself forever; / Indeed I will betroth you to Myself / In
righteousness and justice / And in lovingkindness and compassions; / Indeed I will
betroth you to Myself in faithfulness, / And you will know Jehovah. ” In these verses
the Lord uses the word betroth three times. The future tense indicates that this refers
to the second betrothal of God's people to Him, the betrothal in which the divorced
wife is brought back to the Lord as her Husband. This indicates that the Old Covenant
was a matter of espousal, of engagement.

The entire New Testament was written in the way of romance and courtship. The
Gospel of Matthew speaks of Christ as a Bridegroom, and the book of Revelation
refers to the marriage of the Lamb and concludes with a revelation of the New
Jerusalem as the Lamb's wife....The Lord is the One courting us, and we are His
love, His spouse. Eventually, at the end of the New Testament, we have the marriage
of Christ and His people....The entire Bible is God's courting word. In the Bible we
see that God is seeking our love....If we would keep God's courting word, we need a
responsive, affectionate love for Him. Peter was asked to love the Lord in this way,
and Paul was constrained to love the Lord with such a love (2 Cor. 5:14-15). All
believers need to love the Lord in this way (John 14:21, 23). As we have seen, this
kind of responsive, affectionate love is depicted in Song of Songs, where we have
a portrait of the love between the Beloved and His love (S.S. 1:2-4). (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 648, 650-652)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 213, 428; Life-study of
Song of Songs, msg. 9
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WEEK 1 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her.

S.S. 6:13 Return, return, O Shulammite; return, return, that we may gaze at you. Why
should you gaze at the Shulammite, as upon the dance of two camps?

The bride whom Christ will marry is the totality of His redeemed from all the ages,
that is, the church. Hence, according to typology, the church always stands in the
position of a woman. In the Old Testament the church is often typified by women.
(Three Aspects of the Church, Book 1: The Meaning of the Church, p. 79)

In Ephesians 5:22-33, Paul presents the church as the counterpart of Christ. This
reveals that the church is actually a part of Christ, for the church comes out of Christ
and is unto Christ, just as Eve came out of Adam and was unto Adam (Gen. 2:21-23).
The first couple in the Bible, Adam and Eve, is a picture of Christ and the church. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2275)

Today's Reading

Genesis 2:24 indicates that a man and his wife are one flesh....This is a marvelous
picture of Christ and the church. Eve had the same life and nature that Adam had.
This signifies that the church has the same life and nature that Christ has. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2276)

Rebekah typifies the church being chosen from the world (Gen. 24). After Eve,
Rebekah is the second Old Testament type regarding the church....The principal
reason that Rebekah typifies the church is that her husband, Isaac, typifies Christ.
In regard to person, Isaac typifies God the Son (the Son of God), and in regard to
doctrine, Isaac typifies the inheritance in Christ.

Rebekah as a type of the church has an altogether different focus than Eve. As a type of the
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church, Eve depicts the producing of the church and the nature of the church. As a type of
the church, Rebekah depicts the church being chosen out of the world. This type includes
the choosing of the Father and the calling and leading of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
led Rebekah step by step through a long journey to Isaac. Hence, this picture of Rebekah
being a type of the church depicts how the church was chosen out of the world and brought
all the way into the heavenly tabernacle to enjoy Christ's love and to satisfy Him.

In the Old Testament Boaz is yet another type of Christ. Boaz married a special
woman who occupies a particular place in the Bible. Her name was Ruth. She typifies
the aspect of the church being redeemed. The entire book of Ruth can be considered
a story of redemption. Rebekah portrays the church as the called one,...and Ruth
portrays the church in redemption.

David is the most thorough type of Christ revealed in the Old Testament [cf. Matt.
12:3]....Hence, David's wife is a type of the church. David had at least three wives:
one was Michal, Saul's daughter (1 Sam. 18:27b), and one was Ahinoam (25:43).
These two, however, do not possess any features typifying the church. Only Abigail
(v. 42) possesses a feature typifying the church. David typifies the warring Christ in
the midst of sufferings; thus, his wife Abigail typifies the warring church in the midst
of sufferings. From 1 Samuel 25 onward, Abigail was always at the side of David the
warrior and followed him in his wars. Hence, she typifies the warring church, fighting
for God's kingdom in the midst of sufferings. This is the feature of Abigail as a type of
the church. (Three Aspects of the Church, Book 1: The Meaning of the Church, pp. 84-
85, 100, 106)

By the end of [Song of Songs 6] the lover, having passed through various stages of
transformation, has become Solomon's duplication. She is now called Shulammite,...for
she has become the same as Solomon in life, nature, and image to match him for
their marriage. This couple's becoming one indicates the New Jerusalem. In the New
Jerusalem the redeeming God (signified by Solomon) and all His redeemed (signified by
the Shulammite) become one. (Life-study of Song of Songs, p. 55)

Further Reading: Three Aspects of the Church, Book 1: The Meaning of the Church, chs. 7-9
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WEEK 1 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:15 And Jesus said to them, The sons of the bridechamber cannot mourn
as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.

God created man with the purpose of having a counterpart (Gen. 1:26)....If we read
the Bible in a pure way, without any preoccupations, we shall realize that God's
purpose in creating man was to gain a counterpart. God is not a fighter; He is a lover.
He created man in the image of Himself as a lover. This means that He created man
so that man would love Him. In eternity God was alone; we may even say that He was
lonely. His desire for love could not be fulfilled by angels. Therefore, God created man
according to His own being. God is loving, and He wants man to love Him. In this way
there will be a mutual relationship of love between God and mankind, those created to
be His counterpart. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 645)

Today's Reading

When the Lord Jesus came, He came as the Bridegroom for the bride. Many
Christians are familiar with John the Baptist's declaration: “Behold, the Lamb of God”
(John 1:29). However, not so many realize that John also referred to the Lord Jesus as
the Bridegroom. In 3:29 he says, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom.” This word
is included in a chapter on regeneration (John 3:3-6). The goal of regeneration is to
produce and prepare the bride for the Bridegroom. Since Christ is the One who will
have the bride, He is the Bridegroom. As God incarnate, Christ came not only to be
our Redeemer and Savior; He also came to be our Bridegroom.

In Matthew 9:15 the Lord Jesus referred to Himself as the Bridegroom. To the
blind religionists who were asking Him about fasting, the Lord said, “The sons
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of the bridechamber cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can
they? But days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them,
and then they will fast.” In dealing with the question raised by the disciples of
John, the Lord revealed Himself as the Bridegroom coming to receive the bride.
In their blindness, the religionists could not see that Christ was the Bridegroom.
It is crucial that our eyes be opened to see the Lord as our Bridegroom....The
Lord Jesus regenerates the church so that the church may be His bride (John
3:3, 5, 20-30). The Lord is the Bridegroom with the divine life and the divine
nature. If we would become His bride, we must also have the divine life and
the divine nature. For this, regeneration is necessary. Apart from possessing
this life and nature, we could never become Christ's counterpart. In John 3 we
see that regeneration qualifies us to be Christ's bride. Only after we have been
regenerated with the divine life and have thereby received the divine nature
can we, sinners, be taken by Christ to be His love. He is so high, possessing the
divine life and nature, and we are so low. How can we become His counterpart?
This is possible only by regeneration. Through regeneration we receive another
life, the divine life. In this life and by this life we are qualified to become Christ's
counterpart and to match Him....At the end of this age, Christ will come to marry
His redeemed and to take her as His wife (Rev. 19:7). The present age is an age
of “dating,” courtship, and engagement between God and His people. At the end
of this dispensation, there will be a glorious wedding day, at which time Christ
will marry His redeemed ones. This revelation of the marriage between Christ
and His redeemed ones is a major revelation in the Bible....At the very end of the
Bible we see that God will enjoy a married life with His people in eternity and
for eternity. For eternity in the new heaven and new earth, the New Jerusalem
will be the wife of the Lamb (Rev. 21:9). This is the fulfillment of God's romance
revealed in the Scriptures. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 647-648)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 55; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msgs. 214-215
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Two
The Restoration of Israel—Transformation in Life by God's Love

Scripture Reading: Hosea 14:4-8; 11:1
Outline
DAY 1

I. Hosea 14:4-8 portrays Israel in the restoration (Matt. 19:28), as
revealed in Hosea 2:15-23; 3:5; 6:1-3; and 10:12:

A. “Iwill be like the dew to Israel’—14:5a:

1. Dew signifies the fresh and refreshing grace of God, which comes to us through God's
fresh compassions (Lam. 3:22-23; cf. Prov. 19:12); this grace—the Triune God processed
and consummated to be our life supply for our enjoyment (John 1:14, 16-17; 2 Cor. 13:14)—
waters us.

2. Dew signifies daily grace, the grace we receive each day; morning by morning the Lord's
grace descends upon us as the fresh dew—Psa. 133:3.

3. Manna came with the dew—the morning dew, which is the foundation for the giving of
the manna—Exo. 16:13-14; Num. 11:9:

a. If we would gather manna during our time with the Lord in the morning, we need to
experience the freshness of dew, the freshness of God's grace—Lam. 3:22-23; 1 Cor. 15:10; 2
Cor. 12:9.

b. Whenever we have dew as we read the Word in the morning, the Word truly is food to
us; our experience testifies that where the dew is, there manna is also—Exo. 16:13-14; Num.
11:9.

DAY 2
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4. In the oneness of brothers dwelling together, the dew descends, and we enjoy the divine
life—Psa. 133:3.

B. “He will bud like the lily”

1. A lily signifies a life of faith in God, a pure life that trusts in God, and lilies signify those
who live under the care of God—Matt. 6:28:

—Hosea 14:5b:

a. The lover of Christ realizes that she is but a small person, living a trusting life in the low
place—S. S. 2:1.

b. Christ appreciates such a trusting one, who lives a pure and trusting life among the filthy
and unbelieving people—v. 2.

2. A believer who is a pillar as a sign of God's building must bear the testimony of living
by faith to bear responsibility and express the riches of life through the process of
resurrection—1 Kings 7:15-22:

a. We need to realize that God is and we are not, that Christ is everything and we are
nothing—Heb. 11:6; John 15:5; 21:3.

b. We need to experience the Christ who was judged by God and who became the supporting
strength of God's dwelling place; if we experience Christ in this way, we will judge ourselves
as those who are fallen, incapable, and unqualified and who are nothing—1 Kings 7:15-16;
Rev. 1:15; 2 Cor. 12:11.

c. We must live by faith in God, not by what we are or by what we can do—Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor.
1:24; 5.7, 4:13:

1) We must be a lily existing by what God is to us, not by what we are—Matt. 6:28, 30.

2) It is not I, but Christ who lives in me—this is the lily—Gal. 2:20.
DAY 3
C. “He...will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon”—Hosea 14:5¢:

1. To send forth roots like the trees of Lebanon signifies standing steadily in the resurrected,
uplifted, and noble humanity—cf. S. S. 3:9; 5:15.

2. In Hosea 14:5 the budding of the lily is coupled with the roots of the cedars of Lebanon:
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a. The lily speaks of a simple, unsophisticated life, a frail life of faith and trust—S. S. 2:1-2.

b. The cedar has roots that are deep and hidden, typifying our need to have deep spiritual
roots and to be deeply buried—Mark 4:6; Luke 8:13; Jer. 17:7-8; Rom. 6:4.

DAY 4

D. “His shoots will go forth; / And his splendor will be like that of the olive tree, / And
his fragrance, like that of the trees of Lebanon”—Hosea 14:6:

1. His shoots going forth signifies flourishing and spreading.
2. His splendor being like that of the olive tree signifies glory in fruitfulness:

a. An olive tree does not have any splendor; the Bible reveals that splendor to God is not
superficial splendor but genuine fruit—Judg. 9:9.

b. The olive tree bears oil-yielding fruit; its splendor is in its fruit; likewise, the splendor of
the Christian life is in the bearing of the fruit of the Spirit—Gal. 5:22-23.

c. The oil of the olive tree was used to honor God and man, signifying that those who walk by
the Spirit honor God and that those who minister the Spirit honor man—Judg. 9:9; Gal. 5:16,
25; 2 Cor. 3:6, 8.

3. His fragrance being like that of the trees of Lebanon signifies the sweet odor of a life in
the uplifted humanity—Hosea 14:6:

a. Fragrance is a smell, and smelling is the most delicate sense, which gives an impression
without sign or touch.

b. Where there is fragrance, we do not need to say anything, for fragrance cannot be
hidden—2 Kings 4:9; 2 Cor. 2:14-15.

c. The olive tree typifies Christ as the One who is full of the Holy Spirit and anointed with the
Spirit; when we carry His splendor with us, others will smell the fragrance—Judg. 9:9; Heb. 1:9.

DAY 5

E. “Those who sit under his shade will return; / They will revive like grain / And will
bud like the vine; / His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon™—Hosea 14:7:

1. Sitting under his shade signifies being overshadowed by the sufficient grace enjoyed by
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us—S. S. 2:3b; Isa. 4:5-6; 2 Cor. 12:9.

2. To revive like grain signifies being full of life for producing satisfying food.

3. To bud like the vine signifies blossoming for producing cheering drink.

4. His renown being like the wine of Lebanon signifies a good name spreading like tasteful wine.
F. “I am like a green fir tree; / From Me your fruit is found " —Hosea 14:8b:

1. A green fir tree is a symbol of God, who is living, unchanging, ever new, and evergreen—
Exo. 3:14; John 8:58; Rev. 1:8:

a. God is the eternal God, and His life is the eternal life; hence, He is unchanging, ever-
existing, and ever new—Gen. 21:33; Rev. 21:5.

b. Because God is ever-unfailing toward His people, we can surely trust in Him and receive
our fruit from Him—Hosea 14:8b.

2. Ephraim's bearing fruit from Jehovah indicates Israel's oneness with Jehovah; this is
more than an organic union—it is the oneness of two in one life, in one nature, and in one
living—John 6:57b; Gal. 2:20.

DAY 6

G. Hosea 14:4-8 is a picture of what we hope will be the situation with all the local
churches in the Lord's recovery—Acts 2:46-47; 4:33; 11:23; 2 Cor. 8:1.

II. Israel's transformation as described in Hosea 14:4-7 is based on
the factor of love in life:

A. Love in life, like the love of a father toward a son, transforms people through the
growth in life—11:1, footnote 1; Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18; 2 Pet. 1:5-7.

B. Our relationship with God is of the divine, eternal life—1 John 5:11:

1. This life enlivens us, regenerates us, sanctifies us positionally and dispositionally, renews
us, transforms us, conforms us, matures us, and glorifies us, making us the same as God in
life, nature, appearance, and glory—John 3:5-6, 15; Eph. 5:26; Rom. 12:2; 8:29; Matt. 5:48;
Rev. 21:10-11.

2. At the beginning of the book of Hosea, Israel was a harlot, but at the end of Hosea, Israel

2012 Summer Training - Message 2 - Page 4



Fi BY, KPWERREFMNETALE has become a son; thus, the outcome of this book is transformation in life by God's love—
+—1, £F/)\28~29, F+=5~10, 11:1; cf. Rom. 8:28-29; Heb. 12:5-10.

ZO—=FBEFiLK- EE-E5D] 2012 Summer Training - Message 2 - Page 5



ZO—==FEFiILK- ETE-5E6D31 2012 Summer Training - Message 2 - Page 6



F=RA RA—
RFERA
ATW5 HLHUEF I E
H—ZZ1 W, ZANERE, RAENE, TEHE]

3 XHFHLERINHE, BEGZL: BHE
AER A fr o R 00 HE, BAEKLE E£a,

AEMTENENEN\THL —BUEF AL XHE (K
+/28) WEE, wEMEM_E+HZEZ-_+=%F, =&
Y, NE—EZF, TETTHETRW, FmELE
BRI, FOEHAT B RS R T AT,
#LELEFHE (MEAALaE2, —OZ7) .

(HE) REwHe, E70EE, ExaFadiin
EE &AM (K= 2~8, 2HTALR)  XEE—=—W
ZRABHAARTHK, RABNERBER, ERNH
Z% (44— W, 16~11, WET=U) —HET RN B
m%/&:%l—b’ %ﬁ%(l%i9 %%é@i&ﬁ9 ‘H’ﬁ}}\ﬁﬁi"%
T, MANFHE (F—==12) mBERKER, FR]
RE—E4£FE (XERER, #—ZZ3Z2—4),

12 Bk

EHRRTAETZZETNT, RINENLIGBHEEAKT
k: TRREWEERT BEA BALAZE, TH, &
B E LA N E Y, BN ENE, | XENY
H At 29 RIET—FAF 0ERRMGHEEEA
fik: TREBABEE PR, JRAEEET, |-
L, RABAHGEETIH, THEEATRE, X2
EURAHENERREN, BERNZENEH LT
2, RELEZHARBNHEIREEAT R, EHE

" O——=FEFIIGLG - BFE-567 7

WEEK 2 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment
Hosea 14:5 I will be like the dew to Israel...

Psa. 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell in unity!

3 Like the dew of Hermon that came down upon the mountains of Zion. For there
Jehovah commanded the blessing: life forever.

In [Hosea 14:4-8] we have a picture of Israel in the restoration (Matt. 19:28), as
revealed in Hosea 2:15-23; 3:5; 6:1-3; 10:12. Jehovah will heal their apostasy; He will
love them freely, for His anger will have turned away from them. He will be like the
dew to Israel. (Life-study of Hosea, p. 61)

[Dew signifies] the fresh and refreshing grace of God, which comes to us through
God's fresh compassions (Lam. 3:22-23; cf. Prov. 19:12). This grace—the Triune
God processed and consummated to be our life supply for our enjoyment (John
1:14, 16-17; 2 Cor. 13:14)—waters us. Hermon, a high mountain, signifies the
heavens, the highest place, from which the dew descends. The anointing of
the Spirit (Psa. 133:2) and the supply of grace make it possible for us to live in
oneness. (Psa. 133:3, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

In Exodus 16:13 and 14 we see that manna came with the dew: “In the morning there was
a layer of dew around the camp. And when the layer of dew lifted, there upon the surface
of the wilderness were fine round flakes, fine as the frost on the earth.” This small, round
thing was manna. Numbers 11:9 also tells us that manna came with the dew; “And when
the dew fell on the camp at night, the manna would fall with it.”...Certainly God could
have sent the manna without the dew. The fact that manna came with the dew must
have a definite spiritual significance. Because my experience of this is not yet complete, I

cannot explain fully why manna came with the dew. But according to spiritual experience,
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BRNER, REEEEARBFENEE, REXNEF
RIrEXHBE, ERRE— TR 8 M%E: TR
TWHE, BEGZ . | BAREE R EE 0L,

BATERN. THA. CHWEM, I REAE
Ao RBRRR=ZFE-FT_E-+=7, #eRimiti
HE, BFRMEFEW. A7 0 RIMKL £H
Au B, A, PAXERR=E AKX EHF,
FRRINELAREAREHE.

KMY Lk, BREBEMIEE R LM LURR
W RIEE K], T R A8 e 2 KA, A
KATBAT B, G L RFEZE X BET K,

RMNHARZRAEFBRANTF BT RE, KT, KilE
FARNTRE, ARFAFRE ZRAAWHFEER
HERHEHFE, ER, RIARREGH, K
Z, TWENFRREALEF. EEELYBIER
EZHHE, RIS 152 KA EHARA
X AR A UL R E A RATIN B, RATHE I EE,
BAERE, GHERE,

PREMEINERZHEH, ZEARINHERRY,
RINERACALFNHE, BT oA EAT RN G
o - IAREANZBEET2ER, —BEBEHHRE
gTETHE, FROBAREFAN., RAXEAX, KA
X B, RMgEFHEL. BFTEA, RNEZLE
fo& Fo RUE, GHLREMET, TIRREAKT X,
ARERRRBIEEAT KRG DH, RINTFEES

BHEY: BITEEN I REDEEFPESWER
(BRI ESGER, WAZEWNAZ, BAET) .

S BRREERRE, FZT7R —WELELY, FAELE,

" O——=FEFIILGL - FFE-5E58m

I can point out that the dew signifies daily grace, the grace we receive each day. In Psalm
133:3 we read of “the dew of Hermon that came down upon the mountains of Zion.”...The
dew signifies the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Dew is different from rain, snow, or frost. It is softer than rain and not as cold as
frost. According to Lamentations 3:22 and 23, God's mercy, like the dew, is fresh
every morning. Mercy in the Old Testament eventually issues in the grace of the New
Testament. For this reason, Jeremiah used the word mercy in Lamentations 3. Every
morning the Lord's grace is as fresh as the dew.

We have pointed out a number of times that grace is God reaching us. When God
reaches us in a positive manner, full of mercy and compassion, He becomes grace to
us. Manna always comes by means of this grace.

We encourage the saints to practice morning watch at the beginning of each day.
However, although we may regularly have morning watch, often during our time with
the Lord in the morning we do not experience the freshness of dew. Consequently, we
do not gather any manna. Instead, the Word seems merely to be letters in black and
white. But whenever we experience the dew in the morning watch, we know that God
reaches us and visits us. This visitation of God is the Lord as our grace. Our experience
testifies that where the dew is, there manna is also.

When we have dew as we read the Word in the morning, the Word truly is food to us.
If we do not have the refreshing dew, we cannot have the manna that comes with the
dew. This picture of the manna and the dew is very precious. Truly a picture is better
than a thousand words! The dew in the morning is refreshing. Without this dew, this
grace, we are very dry. But with the dew we are watered and refreshed. Thank the
Lord that manna comes not by itself, but with the dew.

Concerning the gathering of manna with the dew in the morning, we do not need more
doctrine. What we need is more experience in our daily life. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.

428-431)
Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 36; The Genuine Ground of Oneness, chs. 6-7
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WEEK 2 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 14:5 ...He will bud like the lily...

S.S. 2:1-2 T am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. As a lily among thorns, so is my
love among the daughters.

Matt. 6:28 And why are you anxious concerning clothing? Consider well the lilies of
the field, how they grow. They do not toil, neither do they spin thread.

[According to Hosea 14:5b,] Israel will bud like the lily (signifying a pure life trusting
in God). (Life-study of Hosea, p. 61)

[In Song of Songs 2:1] the lover humbly realizes that she is but a small person, living
on the one hand a pretty but despised life (rose) in the common world (Sharon—
[meaning plain]), and on the other hand a pure and trusting life (lily—Matt. 6:28) in
the low place (valleys). (S.S. 2:1, footnote 1)

Here Christ appreciates her as His love among the world-loving adulteresses
(daughters—James 4:4), as one who lives a pure and trusting life (lily—Matt. 6:28)
among the filthy and unbelieving people (thorns). (S.S. 2:2, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

A life of faith that expresses the riches of the divine life is the issue of the experience
of Christ's crucifixion in and through the complicated and intermixed situation (cf. 2
Cor. 4:7-18). In spiritual significance the bowls of the capitals [in 1 Kings 7:16-20] are
a testimony (two) indicating that those who place themselves under God's judgment
(bronze), counting themselves as nothing, are able to bear responsibility (five) in
full (ten) and express the riches of the divine life (pomegranates) in the midst of a
complicated and intermixed situation (the checker work and chain work) out of the
process of resurrection (the base of the capitals, three cubits in height) because they
do not live by themselves but by God (lilies). A believer who is a pillar as a sign of
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God's building must bear the testimony of living by faith to bear responsibility and
express the riches of life through the process of resurrection under the crossing out of
the checker work and the restriction of the chain work. (1 Kings 7:16, footnote 1)

In order to bear the responsibility in this complicated situation, we must live by faith
in God. First Kings 7:19 says, “The capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the
portico were of lily work.” The lily signifies a life of faith in God. Firstly, we must
condemn ourselves, realizing that we are fallen, incapable, unqualified, and that we
are nothing. Then we must live by faith in God, not by what we are or by what we
can do. We must be a lily existing by what God is to us, not by what we are (Matt.
6:28, 30). Our living on earth today depends upon Him. How can we possibly bear
the responsibility in the intermixed and complicated church life? In ourselves, we
are incapable of doing this, but we can do so if we live by faith in God. It is not I, but
Christ who lives in me—this is the lily. It is not I who bear the responsibility—it is He
who bears it. I live, not by myself, but by Him, and I minister, not by myself, but by
Him....In Song of Songs 2:1 and 2 the seeker says, “I am...a lily of the valleys.” Then
the Lord replies, “As a lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.”

What earthly architect would have designed a brass pillar bearing brass capitals with
lily work on the top of them? Humanly speaking, this is not meaningful, but spiritually
speaking, it is very significant. On the one hand, we are the condemned and judged
brass; on the other hand, we are the living lilies. The brass means, “Not I,” and the lily
means, “But Christ.” Those who are lilies can say, “The life which I now live...I live in
faith, the faith of Jesus Christ.” By all this we can realize that we are lilies bearing an
impossible responsibility in an intermixed and complicated situation full of checker
work and chainwork. The elders should not say, “Lord, take these complications
away.” Rather, they should expect more complications. I am quite certain that the
more you pray for the complications to be reduced, the more complications there will
be. All the checker work is the base, the bed, in which the lilies grow. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 1074-1075)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 83-84

2012 Summer Training - Message 2 - Page 10



5-A A=
FEL ¥
A5 - (UEFl) wf AR,

B++t71~8 FEEME, UHMEyTEEN,
ARRET o MBI RAAT, BAZHR, RHK
B, T mLETER, ARFIFELER,
i B4R 1k,

(EMBEM+EELR, UEFli]) wh Rl
R (REERFHAEERESTL) o MoBFLER
(RBERTR) (MEMAL£4%EE, —O=T) .

(B =FAFHEAA CHA N LY, ) EEEHRA,
FRFTRBZEENERE, TREFFTRBGEE, REL
FRMH LR, RENEERE-REH (WEEDE, B
EHRTH K1), EEENRA, REFHCAL
B wEAERE AR (FIBRAR) #lEw, Aa8iEE (£)
HEER, REHHE (R) pEH, FENEN (£E)
HEEM (K=9-10) (ZEREKR, KH=Z9F i) .

12 8 %%

(EMERTEELY, ) TRERUEFwHE],
RN TSR, —AEEE. #RFRATE A X,
ZA. W HEAMPEZNEEZN, —ER(]A
THEHBEERE, SOWE LR WA EHKY
MAAR, XERE LA By FmitREE—
B, BAUNIAMEAZN LR, BORERENE
Faoa, RUWFAAN, FARARTRANR &
RETHRAEZRNWFE, BXR TR BALR
EXELERLNHL, EEARTELAN, £FF

" O——=FEFiILK - B E-F211 ;1

WEEK 2 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 14:5 ...[Israel] will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon.

Jer. 17:7-8 Blessed is the man who trusts in Jehovah and whose trust Jehovah is. And
he will be like a tree transplanted beside water, which sends out its roots by a stream,
and will not be afraid when heat comes; for its leaves remain flourishing, and it will
not be anxious in the year of drought and will not cease to bear fruit.

[In Hosea 14:5 Israel] will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon (signifying
standing steadily in the uplifted humanity). His shoots will go forth (signifying
flourishing and spreading). (Life-study of Hosea, p. 61)

[Song of Songs 3:9 speaks of a palanquin of the wood of Lebanon. ] In the kingdom age
the lover of Christ, signified by the palanquin, and Christ, signified by its rider, are in
a union of triumphant celebration. Christ's lover is a palanquin (for travel in the day,
the kingdom age—2 Pet. 1:19), a carriage for Christ, made by Christ Himself out of the
resurrected, uplifted, and noble humanity (the wood of Lebanon), having God's nature
(gold) as its base, Christ's redemption (silver) as its supports, and Christ's kingship
(purple) as its seat (S.S. 3:9-10). (S.S. 3:9, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

“I will be like the dew to Israel” [Hosea 14:5a] is the beginning of everything.
Everything is Christ. He is made unto us righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption. Dew is the most important thing for trees and flowers. Once we
have this dew as the foundation, He will bud like the lily and will send forth His
roots like the trees of Lebanon. Here the blossom of the lily is coupled with the
roots of the cedar of Lebanon. The lily speaks of the simple, unsophisticated
life, the frail life of faith and trust, which God has planted. The cedar has roots
which are very deep and hidden, and typifies the need of going down and being
deeply buried. It typifies the cross. The lily is the part above the ground and
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is seen, but there are a hundred times more underneath. How much of our
life is seen? Does our life have anything that is not seen by man? Does it have
something secret with God? This is the reason some great revelations have to
be covered and not told for years. Man sees the lily—a small weak thing—but
God sees the roots. Are our roots like those of the cedar? (The Collected Works
of Watchman Nee, vol. 46, p. 1299)

[One] reason that the word withers away is the lack of root. What are roots?
The section of a tree that is above the ground is the trunk, and the section that
is hidden under the ground is the root. The visible life-section is the branches;
the invisible life-section is the root. Therefore, the root represents the hidden
life. Those who are rootless in the Lord live a dry life. Those who have no hidden
spiritual life, except that which is manifest before men, have no root. The root is
the hidden, invisible part. What is exposed and visible is not the root. Brothers
and sisters, we should ask ourselves: Besides the part of our life which is visible
before men, how much hidden life do we have before the Lord? If all that we
have is that which is exposed, it is no wonder that we wither away as soon as
the sun comes and scorches us. In our spiritual life nothing sustains us like the
hidden life. If we see a brother or sister falling away, do not regard the fall as an
accidental or sudden occurrence. Instead, we should realize that there must be
something wrong with his hidden life before God. Since he has no root, he falls
when the sun rises to scorch him.

In Matthew 6:6 the Lord Jesus said, “But you, when you pray, enter into your private
room, and shut your door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will repay you.” To shut the door is to have a hidden life, and this is
to have roots. The Lord spoke in a very peculiar way: The Father will see in secret. Oh,
praying can be seen! We think that praying is heard, but the Lord said that it is seen.
(The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 38, p. 516)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, msgs. 7-9; The
Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 38, ch. 66
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WEEK 2 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 14:6 His shoots will go forth; and his splendor will be like that of the olive tree,
and his fragrance, like that of the trees of Lebanon.

2 Cor. 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ and
manifests the savor of the knowledge of Him through us in every place.

[In Hosea 14:6 Israel's] shoots will go forth (signifying flourishing and spreading);
his splendor will be like that of the olive tree (signifying glory in faithfulness); and his
fragrance will be like that of the trees of Lebanon (signifying the sweet odor of a life in
the uplifted humanity). (Life-study of Hosea, p. 61)

Today's Reading

Hosea 14:5-7 reads, “I will be like the dew to Israel; / He will bud like the lily / And
will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon. / His shoots will go forth; / And
his splendor will be like that of the olive tree, / And his fragrance, like that of the
trees of Lebanon. / Those who sit under his shade will return; / They will revive like
grain / And will bud like the vine; / His renown will be like the wine of Lebanon.” In
this passage, Lebanon is spoken of three times: once in relation to the lily, once in
relation to the olive tree, and once in relation to the vine....There is such an emphasis
[on Lebanon] because the cedars on the mountain of Lebanon are very tall and the
roots are very deep. The Bible uses the cedars of Lebanon to represent the tallest and
biggest trees on earth; they also signify people who strike their roots deep. In this
passage Lebanon is first spoken of with reference to the lily, then the olive tree, and
finally the vine. For the Bible to speak in this way is profoundly significant.

Why is the lily linked to Lebanon? A lily is pure and beautiful. The lily that is referred
to grows in the wilderness, not in a house garden. No gardener cultivates this lily; it
depends solely upon sunshine, rain, and dew for sustenance. Christians are lilies of
the valleys (S.S. 2:1); we rely entirely upon God's cultivation and maintenance. A pure
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and beautiful spiritual life is derived from uninterrupted fellowship with God.

Why is the olive tree linked to Lebanon? In the eyes of man, an olive tree has no
splendor at all. If we said that something has splendor like a peony plant, it would
be easy to understand. But to compare splendor to an olive tree does not sound very
appropriate. However, the Bible shows us that splendor to God is not a superficial
splendor but genuine fruit. The olive tree bears oil-yielding drupe—its splendor is in
its fruit. The splendor of a Christian is in the bearing of the fruit of the Spirit. This
can be achieved only by going inward and striking roots in the depths. Therefore, his
splendor is said to be as the olive tree and his fragrance as Lebanon.

Lebanon is referred to three times—all for the purpose of drawing attention to a life
in the depths. Although this life in the depths is a secluded life (like the lily in the
valley), a life that is outwardly unattractive (like the olive tree), and a life that is not
prominent (like the budding vine), it looks to God in simplicity and is capable of
bearing much fruit. This is the kind of life a Christian should have. (The Collected
Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 38, pp. 520-521)

The olive tree signifies Christ (cf. Rom. 11:17; Zech. 4:11-14; Rev. 11:4a) as the One
who is full of the Holy Spirit and anointed with the Spirit (Luke 4:1a, 18a; Heb. 1:9),
signified by the olive oil. The oil of the olive tree was used to honor God and man (Judg.
9:9), signifying that those who walk by the Spirit honor God (Gal. 5:16, 25), and those
who minister the Spirit honor man (2 Cor. 3:6, 8). (Judg. 9:8, footnote 1)

Hosea 14:6 says, “His splendor will be like that of the olive tree, / And his fragrance,
like that of the trees of Lebanon.” Fragrance is a smell, and smelling is the most
delicate sense. Smelling gives an impression without sign or touch. Where there is
fragrance, we do not need to say anything; it cannot be hidden. The olive typifies the
Holy Spirit. When we carry His splendor with us, people will smell it, and it cannot be
hidden. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 46, pp. 1299-1300)

Further Reading: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 46, ch. 197; The Divine
Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 4
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WEEK 2 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 14:7-8 Those who sit under his shade will return; they will revive like grain
and will bud like the vine; his renown will be like the wine of Lebanon. Ephraim says,
What have I yet to do with idols? I respond and look on him. I am like a green fir tree;
from Me your fruit is found.

Rev. 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new....

[Hosea 14:7 says that] those who sit under his shade (signifying being overshadowed
by the sufficient grace enjoyed by them—2 Cor. 12:9) will return. They will revive like
grain (signifying being full of life for producing the satisfying food) and will bud like
the vine (signifying blossoming for producing the cheering drink). Israel's renown
will be like the wine of Lebanon (signifying a good name spreading like tasteful wine).
(Life-study of Hosea, p. 61)

Today's Reading

Eventually, Ephraim declares that he has no more idols [Hosea 14:8a]....God answers
by saying, “...I am like a green fir tree; / From Me your fruit is found” (v. 8b).
Jehovah's being like a green fir tree (symbolizing God's being living and evergreen)
and Ephraim's bearing fruit from Him indicates Ephraim's oneness with Jehovah. It
also indicates that a wonderful transformation has taken place, based on the factor of
love in life. Today God is the evergreen tree, and we, the believers in Christ, are the
branches of the tree, bearing fruit out of Him. This is more than an organic union;
it is the oneness of two in one life, in one nature, and in one living. (Life-study of
Hosea, pp. 61-62)

In the Scriptures Christ is first likened to a tree, such as the tree of life (Gen. 2:9), the
true vine (John 15:1), and the apple tree (S.S. 2:3). Then He is likened to the shoot of
a tree, a sprout, a root, and eventually to fruit on a tree (Luke 1:42).

In Luke 1:42 Elizabeth said that the baby in Mary's womb, which was Christ in His
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conception, was the fruit. Here and in Acts 2:30 (“fruit of his loins”), fruit is used
to denote Christ as a human offspring. In Isaiah 4:2 (“the fruit of the earth”) it is
used to denote Christ's humanity, and in Revelation 22:2 it is used to denote the
fruit of the tree of life....The Bible likens Christ not only to a tree but also to the fruit
produced by the tree. Thus, the Bible uses figures and signs to show that Christ is the
root of the tree, the tree itself, the shoot of the tree, the branch of the tree, and the
fruit produced by the tree. He is the fruit of Mary and of David; He is God becoming
man to bring God into man that we may eat of Him as the tree of life....In Hosea
14:8 God said that He is like a green fir tree. A green fir tree never grows old or dries
up but is evergreen. It is a symbol of God, who never changes and who is ever new.
God is the eternal God, and His life is the eternal life. Hence, He is ever-existing,
ever-unchanging, and ever new. God never grows old or becomes worn; He is the
same from beginning to end. He is ever-unchanging and ever-unfailing toward His
people; He is always new and never grows old, and He never fades away. Therefore,
assuredly, we can trust in Him. We receive our fruit from Him. (Truth Lessons—
Level Three, vol. 2, pp. 190, 193)

The all-inclusive Spirit is the regenerating Spirit, renewing us with the newness
of Christ's resurrection life and with the freshness of the ever-existing God as the
green fir tree (Titus 3:5; Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2a; 6:4; Hosea 14:8). Regeneration is a
renewing. The regenerating Spirit renews us with the newness of Christ's resurrection
life and with the freshness of the ever-existing God as the green fir tree. Hosea 14:8
tells us that God is like a fir tree, which is green the year round. This greenness is a
kind of freshness. We need the newness of Christ's resurrection life, and we need the
freshness of what God is. The regenerating Spirit renews us with these two things.
This renewing is also a dispensing. Without the dispensing of the newness of Christ
and of the freshness of God, we could never be renewed. To be renewed, we need
some element, and that element is the newness of Christ and the freshness of God. (The
Central Line of the Divine Revelation, pp. 128-129)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 2, Isn. 37; The Central Line of the
Divine Revelation, msg. 11
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WEEK 2 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.

Rom. 8:28-29 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. Because those whom He
foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the Firstborn among many brothers.

Because God wants us to be a new creation, He must dispense Himself as the
newness into our being to renew us. In the sixty-six books of the Bible, only one
verse [Hosea 14:8] tells us that God is always new, like an evergreen,...[like]
a green fir tree. Because He is evergreen, He Himself becomes the evergreen
element. Now He is dispensing Himself into our being as such an element
to renew us. I do have the sense that every day...I am not older; I am
newer...because I am being renewed. Something of God as the “evergreen tree”
is being dispensed into my being. (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation,

pp. 300-301)
Today's Reading

The book of Hosea [emphasizes] the evils of Israel as the unchaste wife of Jehovah.
Once a wife becomes unchaste, all kinds of evils follow. Once we forsake God, we
too can do any kind of evil. As the unchaste wife of Jehovah, Israel was stubborn
in her unchastity. [Chapters 11 through 14 describe] this stubbornness...in
detail...[and] also reveal Jehovah's unchanging love....Hosea 11:1 says, “When Israel
was a child, I loved him, / And out of Egypt I called My son.” Israel is depicted as
the wife of Jehovah throughout the book of Hosea. But when God's everlasting love
is touched, Israel is called God's son (Exo. 4:22-23), indicating that Israel has the
Father's life. Only real sons, not adopted sons, have their father's life. Hosea 11:1
also indicates that Christ joined Israel to be the Son of God and that He was called
out of Egypt by God (Matt. 2:13-15).
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God's everlasting love is not a love in affection, like the love of a husband toward a
wife, but a love in life, like the love of a father toward a son. Love toward a wife is love
in affection, but love toward a son is love in life. On the one hand, God loves us as His
wife, and the Lord Jesus is our Husband. On the other hand, God is our Father, and
we are sons of the Father. (Life-study of Hosea, pp. 57-58)

The phrase with cords of a man, with bands of love [in Hosea 11:4] indicates
that God loves us with His divine love not on the level of divinity but on the level
of humanity. God's love is divine, but it reaches us in the cords of a man, that
is, through Christ's humanity. The cords through which God draws us include
Christ's incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. It
is by all these steps of Christ in His humanity that God's love in His salvation
reaches us (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10). Apart from Christ, God's everlasting love,
His unchanging, subduing love, could not be prevailing in relation to us. God's
unchanging love is prevailing because it is a love in Christ, with Christ, by Christ,
and for Christ (Hosea 11:4, footnote 1)

Israel's transformation as described in Hosea 14:4-7 is based on the factor of
love in life. Love in affection does not transform, but love in life transforms
people. A husband who loves his wife in affection may spoil her, but a father
who loves his son in life never spoils his son. As a son grows, he is transformed.
Our relationship with God is of the divine, eternal life of God. This life enlivens
us, regenerates us, sanctifies us positionally and dispositionally, renews us,
transforms us, conforms us, matures us, and glorifies us, making us the same as
God in life, nature, appearance, and glory.

At the beginning of Hosea, Israel was a harlot, but at the end of this book, Israel has
become a son....The outcome of this book is transformation in life by God's love. This
is the revelation in chapter fourteen of Hosea, and we all need to see it. (Life-study of
Hosea, pp. 61-62)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msg. 8; Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 2,
Isn. 34
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Three
Three Implications concerning Christ

Scripture Reading: Hosea 11:1, 4

Outline
DAY 1

I. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, / And out of Egypt I called
My son”—Hosea 11:1:

A. This verse implies Christ in His union with Israel as the Son of God, who is loved by
God and was called out of Egypt by God—Matt. 2:13-15.

B. This indicates that although Israel became exceedingly evil, Christ still became
organically one with Israel through incarnation to be a real Israelite; Christ joined
Himself to Israel in the matter of being a son of God.

C. Hosea 11:1 implies Christ as the Son of God; it also implies that all God's chosen
people become sons of God by virtue of their being organically united with Christ—
Rom. 11:17; Gal. 3:26:

1. This is possible because Christ is the Son of God in two aspects: the aspect of His being
the only begotten Son of God and the aspect of His being the firstborn Son of God.

2. In eternity Christ was God's only begotten Son (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9), possessing only
divinity without humanity; as such, He was unique.

3. However, one day Christ was incarnated to be a man, entering into humanity and taking
on human nature as a part of His being—John 1:14.

4. He was not designated the Son of God in His humanity until His resurrection; this is
the reason that Paul says in Acts 13:33, “God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their
children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, 'You are My Son;
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this day have I begotten You' ”; this verse indicates that resurrection was a birth to the

man Jesus.

5. After dying an all-inclusive, vicarious death on the cross, He entered into resurrection;
in resurrection and through resurrection He was begotten of God in His humanity and
designated in His humanity to be the firstborn Son of God, possessing both divinity and
humanity—Rom. 1:3-4; 8:29.

6. Hence, in addition to His being the unique, only begotten Son of God from eternity,
Christ, after His incarnation and through His resurrection, has become the Son of God in
another sense, in the sense of being the firstborn Son of God—Heb. 1:5-6.

7. Furthermore, in Christ's resurrection all His believers were begotten of God, regenerated (1
Pet. 1:3), to be the many sons of God (Heb. 2:10), Christ's many brothers (Rom. 8:29), to be
His members for the constituting of His organic Body.

DAY 2

I1. “I drew them with cords of a man, / With bands of love”—Hosea 11:4a:

A. Cords of a man and bands of love are in apposition; the bands of love are the cords
of a man; this means that the cords mentioned in this verse have different segments
and that each segment involves Christ's humanity in His incarnation, human living,
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.

B. This indicates that God loves us with His divine love, not on the level of divinity but
on the level of humanity; God's love is divine, but it reaches us in the cords of a man,
that is, through Christ's humanity.

C. The cords of a man through which God draws us include Christ's incarnation, human
living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension; it is by all these steps that God's love in
His salvation reaches us—Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10:

DAY 3

1. Christ's incarnation was to bring God into man by having God incarnated to be a man in
the flesh (John 1:14; Gen. 3:15; 22:18; 2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Micah 5:2), to mingle
divinity with humanity, to be born of the divine Spirit and of a human virgin (Matt. 1:20),
and to produce a God-man—Emmanuel (v. 23), as the prototype for the mass reproduction
of many God-men.
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2. Christ's human living for thirty-three and a half years was for Him to live a human
life to express the divine attributes as human virtues, thus expressing God in humanity
by living a crucified life to express the divine life in order to set up a model for the many
upcoming God-men—a model of being crucified to live so that God might be expressed
through humanity.

3. Christ's all-inclusive death accomplished the following items:
a. By His death He crucified the flesh of sin—Gal. 5:24; Rom. 8:3b.

b. By His death He condemned sin (sin is in the flesh [7:18], and He was made sin by
becoming the flesh of sin in its likeness [2 Cor. 5:21a]) and took away sin (including
sins) by shedding His precious blood—Rom. 8:3b; John 1:29; Heb. 9:26b, 28a; John
19:34b.

c. By His death He destroyed the devil, who has the might of death and who is related to the
flesh of man—Heb. 2:14; John 12:31b.

d. By His death He judged the world and cast out its ruler, the devil—v. 31; Gal. 6:14b.
e. By His death He terminated the old creation by the crucifixion of the old man—Rom. 6:6.
f. By His death He abolished the law of the commandments in ordinances—Eph. 2:15a.

g. By His death He released the divine life from Himself as the one grain into many grains,
signified by the f lowing water at the death of Christ—John 12:24; 19:34b.

DAY 4

4. Christ's all-conquering resurrection accomplished the following items:

a. His resurrection produced the firstborn Son of God by uplifting the humanity of Christ
into His divinity and by having Christ born of God (Acts 13:33; Psa. 2:7), that is, by
designating the seed of David by the divinity (the Spirit of holiness) of Christ in the power of
resurrection to be the firstborn Son of God (Rom. 1:4; 8:29; Heb. 1:3-6).

b. His resurrection regenerated all God's chosen people to be the many sons of God and the
many brothers of the firstborn Son of God—the resurrected God-man, Christ—1 Pet. 1:3;
Heb. 2:10; Rom. 8:29.

c. His resurrection consummated the Spirit of God to be the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b.
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DAY 5

5. Christ's all-transcending ascension accomplished the following items:

a. Christ in His all-transcending ascension transcended Hades (where the dead people are
being held), the earth (where the fallen men are moving against God), the air (where Satan
and his power of darkness are acting against God), and all the heavens (where Satan can
go)—Eph. 1:20-21; 4:8-10; Heb. 4:14; 7:26.

b. Christ's ascension was for Him to be transmitted into the church, which is the Body of
Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all—Eph. 1:22-23.

c. In His ascension He is the Head of the Body, the church, having the first place in all
things—Col. 1:18.

d. In His ascension He was made both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36) and the Leader (of all the
kings) and Savior (5:31).

e. In His ascension He is our High Priest in God's New Testament economy (Heb. 4:14; 7:26;
9:11) to be the Mediator and surety of the new covenant (v. 15; 7:22), to be the Minister
in the heavenly Holy of Holies (8:2), to be the Paraclete (Advocate) of the New Testament
believers (1 John 2:1; John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7), and to be the New Testament believers'
Intercessor at the right hand of God and within them as well (Rom. 8:34, 26).

D. Apart from Christ, God's everlasting love, His unchanging, subduing love, could not
be prevailing in relation to us; God's unchanging love is prevailing because it is a love

in Christ, with Christ, by Christ, and for Christ.
DAY 6

III. “I was to them like those / Who lift off the yoke on their jaws; /
And I gently caused them to eat”—Hosea 11:4b:

A. This yoke was Pharaoh's yoke in Eqypt, and this eating was the eating of manna, a
type of Christ as our heavenly food in the wilderness—John 6:31-35, 57.

B. When we were saved, God drew us with the cords of a man, with bands of love, and
now He is feeding us with Christ; sometimes we may want to eat too much or eat in
haste, but God wants us to eat slowly and gently with patience and endurance; this is
the way God feeds us.
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C. Pharaoh had put a strong yoke on Israel, but God took off that yoke and gently
caused them to eat by bringing them into the wilderness, where God fed them with
manna in a gentle way morning by morning—Exo. 16:14-18:

1. When the children of Israel saw the manna, they said to one another, “What is it?” (v. 15);
this is the Hebrew word manhu, from which the word manna derives; this indicates that
Christ as our unique, heavenly food is a mystery, the real “what is it?”

2. The deep truth in Exodus 16 is that God wants to change our diet to a diet of Christ as the
real manna sent by God the Father for God's chosen people to live because of Christ—John

6:31-35, 48-51, 57-58:

a. By giving God's people manna to eat, God indicated that His intention was to change the
nature of His people, to change their very constitution, for the accomplishing of His purpose.

b. God's intention in His salvation is to work Himself into the believers in Christ and to
change their constitution by feeding them with Christ as their heavenly food, thereby
reconstituting them with Christ in order for them to become the dwelling place of God—cf.
Matt. 4:4; Jer. 15:16.

3. The open manna is manna that we have not eaten, whereas the hidden manna refers to
manna that we have eaten, digested, and assimilated—Rev. 2:17:

a. “Do not think that it is impossible for you to be an overcomer. You can become an
overcomer by enjoying Christ as manna. Eat the open manna, and Christ will become the
hidden manna. This hidden manna will constitute you into an overcomer” (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 459-460).

b. Whatever we eat of Christ to be our reconstituting element and our supply to make us

God's dwelling place in this universe will be an eternal memorial—Exo. 16:16, 32.

c. Just as the manna in the golden pot was the focal point of God's dwelling place, so Christ
as the manna eaten by us is the focal point of God's building today—Heb. 9:3-4; John 6:57,
63; cf. Rev. 2:7, 17.
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WEEK 3 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 11:1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.

Matt. 2:14-15 And he arose and took the child and His mother by night and departed
into Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, in order that what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

Many of the riches in [the book of Hosea] are not directly stated but rather are
implied by Hosea's poetic writing. Thus, we need to study the implications of
the poetic writing in this book. It is not easy to know the significance of these
implications....The three matters [in 11:1-4] that imply Christ are God's calling
His son out of Egypt, His drawing Israel with the cords of a man, and His gently
causing them to eat.

Hosea 11:1...implies Christ in His union with Israel as the Son of God and
as the One called out of Egypt by God. The fulfillment of the prophecy
concerning Christ in this verse is in Matthew 2:15, which speaks of Christ's
being called out of Egypt by God. Thus, Hosea 11:1 implies Christ as the Son
of God. A further implication of this verse is that with Christ we, the believers
in Christ, are also sons of God (Heb. 2:10)....Apart from Christ we cannot be
sons of God. Our sonship (Eph. 1:5) is altogether in Christ, by Christ, and with
Christ. (Life-study of Hosea, p. 63)

Today's Reading

Regarding Christ as the Son of God there are two aspects: the aspect of His
being the only begotten Son of God and the aspect of His being the firstborn Son
of God. In eternity, Christ was God's only begotten Son (John 1:18; 3:16, 18; 1
John 4:9)....Besides Him there were no other sons of God. How, then, can there
be the many sons of God? To answer this question we need to consider Christ's
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection. One day Christ, the only begotten
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Son of God in eternity, was incarnated to be a man. On the cross He died an all-
inclusive, vicarious death, and then He entered into resurrection. In resurrection
and through resurrection He was born to be the firstborn Son of God. As the
only begotten Son of God in eternity, Christ did not have humanity; He only had
divinity. Therefore, before His resurrection He was the Son of God only in His
divinity. That was unique. But by His incarnation He entered into humanity and
took on human nature as part of His being. However, He was not designated the
Son of God in His humanity (Rom. 1:4) until His resurrection. This is the reason
that Paul says in Acts 13:33, “God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their
children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My
Son; this day have I begotten You.' ” This verse indicates that resurrection was
a birth to the man Jesus....This means that, in addition to His being the unique,
only begotten Son of God from eternity, Christ, after incarnation and through
resurrection, was begotten of God in His humanity to become the Son of God in
another sense, in the sense of being the firstborn Son of God.

The word “Firstborn” in Romans 8:29 and Hebrews 1:6 indicates that God has
many sons....In order for Christ to be the firstborn Son, there must be other sons.
These other sons were also born in Christ's resurrection (1 Pet. 1:3). This means
that in His resurrection not only was Christ born to be the firstborn Son of God,
but also in His resurrection we were regenerated and born to be the many sons
of God, His many brothers, to be His members for the constitution of the organic
Body of Christ. All this is implied in Hosea 11:1. How rich are the implications in
this verse! (Life-study of Hosea, pp. 63-65)

The only begotten Son of God was only divine, without humanity. But the Son of
God in resurrection is both divine and human, so this Son of God is not the only
Begotten but the Firstborn among many brothers (Rom. 8:29). Thus, we may
say that Christ in His humanity was the first one regenerated, so He became our
firstborn Brother, and we became His many brothers. (Crystallization-study of
the Epistle to the Romans, p. 193)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msg. 9
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WEEK 3 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 11:4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love...

Rom. 5:8 But God commends His own love to us in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 4:9-10 In this the love of God was manifested..., that God sent His only
begotten Son into the world....Herein is love, not that we have loved God but that
He loved us and sent His Son as a propitiation for our sins.

God's love is divine, but His love reaches us in the cords of a man. It is important
for us to realize that [Hosea 11:4a] does not speak of a cord but of cords. These
cords include Christ's incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection.
This means that the cords mentioned in this verse have different segments and
that each segment involves Christ's humanity. First, God was incarnated; He
came to be a man named Jesus. Incarnation, therefore, is the first segment of the
cords of a man. The Lord Jesus lived among us on earth for thirty-three and a
half years, and His human living is the second segment of these cords. Eventually,
He was crucified, dying on the cross for us, and then He was resurrected. His
crucifixion and resurrection are also segments of the cords of a man. It is with
such cords that God has drawn us. (Life-study of Hosea, p. 65)

Today's Reading

We have pointed out that every segment, every part, of the cords of a man involves
Christ's humanity. After His resurrection, Christ ascended to the heavens in His
humanity. This was the reason Stephen could see the ascended One as the Son of
Man and testify, saying, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56). When Christ comes back, He will
come in His humanity. The Lord's word to the high priest in Matthew 26:64 reveals
this. “From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power
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and coming on the clouds of heaven.” The cords of a man, therefore, involve Christ's
humanity in His incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension.

In Hosea 11:4a “cords of a man” and “bands of love” are in apposition. Hence,
the words “cords” and “bands” refer to the same thing. The bands of love are the
cords of a man. The love of God, the divine love, comes to us through Christ's
humanity. For this reason, the bands of love are the cords of a man. Here
Christ is revealed not directly but by the way of implication. What a rich, deep,
marvelous, and mysterious implication concerning Christ we have here!

God's everlasting love, His unchanging, subduing love, is altogether in Christ,
with Christ, by Christ, and for Christ. Apart from Christ God's everlasting love
could not be prevailing. God's unchanging love is prevailing because it is a love in
Christ, with Christ, by Christ, and for Christ. If Christ had not been incarnated,
if Christ had not lived on earth, if Christ had not died a vicarious death for us, if
Christ had not entered into resurrection and then ascended to the heavens, there
would be no way for God to draw us with cords of a man, with bands of love.

We need to be impressed with the fact that Christ's incarnation, human living,
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension are all for us, for it is by all these steps of
Christ's humanity that God's love in His salvation reaches us. These steps are the
cords of a man, the bands of love, with which God has drawn us.

Verse 4a says, “I drew them with cords of a man, / With bands of love.” The
phrase “with cords of a man, with bands of love” indicates that God loves us with
His divine love, not on the level of His divinity but on the level of His humanity.
God's love in teaching Ephraim to walk and in taking Ephraim in His arms shows
us that God's love is divine but on a human level. If He loved us on the divine
level, we could not touch His love. His divine love reaches us on a human level.
He has come down to the human level in order to reach us. This is what it means
to say that He drew Israel with the cords of a man, with bands of love. (Life-study
of Hosea, pp. 65-66, 58)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msg. 8
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WEEK 3 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:21 ...Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you
may follow in His steps.

Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also
Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy
him who has the might of death, that is, the devil.

The first major thing God accomplished for the carrying out of His economy
was incarnation. Then He passed through human living,...accomplished an all-
inclusive death,...carried out an all-conquering resurrection, and...entered into
an all-transcending ascension. These are the five categories, or five steps, of God's
move: incarnation, human living, death, resurrection, and ascension.

Incarnation...brings God into man by having God incarnated to be a man in the
flesh....God's becoming a man means that God mingles divinity with humanity,
making God and man, divinity and humanity, one entity....Christ was conceived
of the divine Spirit and was born of a human virgin (Matt. 1:20).

The birth of Christ produced a God-man—Emmanuel (Matt. 1:23)—as the
prototype for the mass reproduction of many God-men. God became Jesus.
That means God became a God-man. This God-man is a prototype to reproduce
millions of God-men. (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High
Peak of the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, pp. 12-14)

Today's Reading

The second great accomplishment of the processed and consummated Triune
God was His passing through human living for thirty-three and a half years....One
day God became a man on this earth. Then this God-man lived a human life on
earth to express not anything human but the divine attributes as human virtues,
thus expressing God in humanity....Christ passed through human living by living
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a crucified human life to express the divine life. Today we are the reproduction of
this prototype. We are the God-men. We need to realize that our living must be a
crucified living. We should always put our human life to death. This is to crucify
our human life. This is for the purpose of expressing the divine life. Our human
life has to be crucified so that the divine life, which is ours also, can be expressed.
In this way we are dying to live, that is, we are dying to ourselves to live to
God....The processed and consummated Triune God passed through human
living to set up a model for the many upcoming God-men—being crucified to live
that God might be expressed through humanity. This is clearly unveiled in 1 Peter
2:21, which tells us that Christ in His human living left us a model, an example,
for us to copy. Christ Jesus, while He was on this earth, set up a copy for spiritual
xeroxing. He was the model, the copy, for xeroxing, to produce millions of copies.

On the cross Christ died an all-inclusive death. The first thing He dealt with in His
death was our flesh. He crucified the flesh of sin (Gal. 5:24; Rom. 8:3b)....Christ
condemned sin (sin is in the flesh [Rom. 7:18] and Christ was made sin by
becoming the flesh of sin in its likeness [2 Cor. 5:21a]) and took away sin (including
sins) by shedding His blood (Rom. 8:3b; John 1:29; Heb. 9:26b, 28a; John
19:34b). God as righteousness is embodied in Christ; Satan as sin is embodied
in the flesh. God is in Christ, and Satan is in the flesh. On the cross Christ dealt
with both the flesh and sin....In His all-inclusive death Christ destroyed the devil,
who has the might of death and who is related to the flesh of sin (Heb. 2:14;
John 12:31b)....Four things are related to one another: the flesh, sin, Satan, and
the world. Christ in His death judged the world and cast out its ruler, the devil
(John 12:31; Gal. 6:14b)....Christ also crucified the old man (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20a;
6:14b)....Christ terminated the old creation by the crucifixion of the old man (Rom.
6:6)....0n the cross Christ abolished the law of the commandments in ordinances
(Eph. 2:15a)....In His death He also released the divine life from the one grain
into many grains, signified by the flowing of water at the death of Christ (John
12:24, 19:34b). (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High Peak of the
Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, pp. 14-16)

Further Reading: The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High Peak of
the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, ch. 1
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WEEK 3 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Acts 13:33 That God has fully fulfilled this promise...in raising up Jesus, as it is
also written in the second Psalm, “You are My Son; this day have I begotten You.”

1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.

In the all-conquering resurrection the firstborn Son of God was produced.
God had only one Son, the only begotten Son of God (John 1:18; 3:16). But in
resurrection another kind of Son of God was produced, the firstborn Son of
God. This took place in resurrection by uplifting the humanity of Christ into
His divinity and by having Christ born of God (Acts 13:33; Psa. 2:7), that is, by
designating the seed of David by the divinity (the Spirit of holiness) of Christ in
the power of resurrection to be the firstborn Son of God (Rom. 1:4; 8:29; Heb.
1:3-6). (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High Peak of the Divine
Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, p. 17)

Today's Reading

In Christ's all-conquering resurrection all of God's chosen people were
regenerated to be the many sons of God and the many brothers of the firstborn
Son of God—the resurrected God-man, Christ (1 Pet. 1:3; Heb. 2:10; Rom. 8:29).

Christ first became a man, and that man was born to be God's firstborn Son. Also,
millions of God's chosen people were born with Him to be God's many sons. In
the same resurrection, this wonderful Christ also became the life-giving Spirit (1
Cor. 15:45b). The life-giving Spirit is the Spirit of Christ—the pneumatic Christ,
the pneumatized Christ (Rom. 8:9). The life-giving Spirit is also the ultimate
consummation of the processed and consummated Triune God, who is embodied
in the pneumatized Christ realized as the life-giving Spirit. The life-giving Spirit
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is the reality of resurrection, which is Christ Himself and the processed and
consummated Triune God (John 11:25; 1 John 5:6). The resurrection is Christ
and the consummated Triune God. And this resurrection is the Spirit.

We need to see that in the all-conquering resurrection of Christ, three major
things transpired. First, the man Jesus was born to be the firstborn Son of God.
Second, all His believers were born in that birth with Him to be the many sons of
God. One delivery produced the firstborn Son and millions of “twins.” We are the
“twins” of Christ. We are His “twin” brothers, born by one delivery. Of course, He
took the lead to come out, and we followed Him. First Peter 1:3 says that all the
believers in Christ were regenerated through the resurrection of Christ. Third, at
the time when Christ in His humanity was born to be the firstborn Son of God,
He became the life-giving Spirit. (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to
the High Peak of the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, pp. 17-18)

The first marvelous and excellent thing which transpired in Christ's resurrection
was the designation of His humanity. Designated means “resurrected.”
Designated in Romans 1:4 refers to His resurrection. In resurrection Christ's
humanity was uplifted into His divinity. In His incarnation He brought divinity
into humanity, and in His resurrection He brought His humanity into divinity.
This divine traffic mingles God and man as one. Thus, He became the God-man.

While Christ was on this earth before His resurrection, a part of Him, His
humanity, was not divine. That human part was the Son of Man, not the Son
of God. In His death His human part was crucified. Then in His resurrection
God the Spirit as Christ's divinity was made strong, very active, to put divinity
into the humanity of Christ to make it divine. This is the same principle of our
regeneration. Before Christ's resurrection, Christ's humanity was just human.
But in Christ's resurrection, His divinity as the Spirit was made strong to impart
Himself into His humanity to make it divine. Thus, Christ became the Son of God
in His humanity. (Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, pp. 188, 193)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, msg. 18
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WEEK 3 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:19-23 And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength, which He caused
to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right
hand in the heavenlies, far above all...; and He subjected all things under His feet
and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the
fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Christ in His ascension transcended Hades (where the dead people are being
held), the earth (where the fallen men are moving against God), the air (where
Satan and his power of darkness are acting against God), and all the heavens
(where Satan can go). Christ transcended these four layers (Eph. 1:20-21; 4:8-10;
Heb. 4:14; 7:26). Hades is the first layer, below the earth where the dead people
are held. The earth is where the fallen men are moving against God. The air is
where Satan and his power of darkness are struggling against God. The third
heaven is a good place, but Satan even has a way to go to that good place (Job 1:6-
12a; 2:1-6). In Christ's ascension He transcended these four layers. Today He is
not only above Hades, the earth, and the air, but also above the third heaven. (The
Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High Peak of the Divine Revelation
in the Holy Scriptures, p. 18)

Today's Reading

Such a transcending Christ is to be transmitted into the church, which is the
Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (Eph. 1:22-23)....In His
ascension He is the Head of the Body, the church, having the first place in all
things (Col. 1:18)....In His ascension this One was made both Lord and Christ
(Acts 2:36) and the Leader (of all the kings) and Savior (5:31). If He were not the
Ruler, the Leader, of all the kings, He could not be the Savior. He is the Ruler of
all the kings, so He can manage the environment for all of God's chosen people

to be saved. I was saved in China. If in history God had not managed the world
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affairs to have some saints from the West go to the Far East to preach the gospel,
I could never have been saved. For the British and Americans to go to my country
to preach the gospel needed much work by God. That was a great management.
Sometimes the management is small, but only God can carry this out to create
the proper environment for people to be saved. Thus, He is the Ruler of all the
kings so that He can be the Savior to save God's chosen people....Christ is our
High Priest in God's New Testament economy to bear us in the presence of God
and to care for all our needs (Heb. 4:14; 7:26; 9:11)....In His ascension Christ has
become the Mediator, the Executor, of the new covenant, the new testament,
which He bequeathed to us by His death (Heb. 8:6; 9:15)....Christ is also the
surety, the pledge that everything in the new covenant will be fulfilled (Heb.
7:22)....Christ is the Minister in the heavenly Holy of Holies to minister heaven
(which is not only a place but also a condition of life) into us that we may have
the heavenly life and power to live a heavenly life on earth, as He did when He
was here (Heb. 8:2)....In His ascension Christ is the Paraclete (Advocate) of the
New Testament believers (1 John 2:1; John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7)....Christ is the
New Testament believers' Intercessor at the right hand of God and within them
as well (Rom. 8:34, 26). (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High
Peak of the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, pp. 18-20)

By the resurrection the creation was brought to a new standing, and we were
regenerated to be members of the Body of Christ. But the Body was not yet
formed. It was by the ascension of Christ that all these members were formed
into a living Body. After Christ ascended to heaven, He baptized His whole
Body by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4, 16-18, 33), and it was
by this baptism in the Holy Spirit that all the members were formed into one
Body (1 Cor. 12:13). After His ascension, He also gave many gifts: apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers (Eph. 4:8, 11-12). The
purpose of these gifts was to build up the Body. (The Four Major Steps of
Christ, p. 35)

Further Reading: The Four Major Steps of Christ
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WEEK 3 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 11:4 ...I was to them like those who lift off the yoke on their jaws; and I
gently caused them to eat.

Exo. 16:14-15 And when the layer of dew lifted, there upon the surface...were fine
round flakes, fine as the frost on the earth. And when the children of Israel saw
it, they said to one another, What is it? For they did not know what it was. And
Moses said to them, It is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat.

A third implication concerning Christ is found in Hosea 11:4b....During the forty
years the children of Israel were in the wilderness, God gently and patiently fed
them with manna. Manna is a type of Christ as our heavenly food. Hence, this
word concerning God's gently causing them to eat also implies Christ. When we
were saved, God drew us with cords of a man, with bands of love, and now He is
feeding us with Christ. I can testify that from the time I was saved God has been
gently and patiently feeding me with Christ. Sometimes we may want to eat too
much or eat in haste, but God wants us to eat slowly and gently with patience and
endurance. This is the way God feeds us.

[In] verse 4...this yoke was Pharaoh's yoke, and this eating was the eating of the
manna in the wilderness. Pharaoh had put a strong yoke on Israel, but God took
off that yoke and gently caused them to eat by bringing them into the wilderness,
where God fed them with manna in a gentle way morning by morning (Exo.
16:14-18). (Life-study of Hosea, pp. 66, 58-59)

Today's Reading

Manna is a type of Christ as the heavenly food that enables God's people to go
His way....According to God's economy, Christ should be the unique diet, the only
food, strength, satisfaction, and sustenance, of God's chosen people, and they
should live by Him alone (Num. 11:6; John 6:57). In order to be food to us, Christ
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was incarnated, crucified, and resurrected to become the all-inclusive life-giving
Spirit to indwell our spirit (John 6:63 and footnotes). Although it is known that
manna came from heaven (Exo. 16:4), the element and essence of manna are a
mystery. Manna did not belong to the old creation; nevertheless, it could nourish
man's physical body. Thus, it must have contained certain elements and minerals
that were a part of the old creation. As the real manna, Christ also is mysterious.
In resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45), yet He has a body
that can be seen and touched (Luke 24:36-43). Thus, it is difficult to say whether
Christ is spiritual or material. (Exo. 16:15, footnote 1)

The open manna was the manna gathered by the children of Israel every morning,
the manna that was public. But the omer of manna placed in the pot and kept
within the Ark in the Holy of Holies was hidden. This manna was not for the
congregation in a public way. However, from the viewpoint of our experience it is
also possible to say that open manna is manna which we have not eaten, whereas
hidden manna refers to manna which we have eaten, digested, and assimilated.
Whenever we eat manna, this manna spontaneously becomes hidden manna.

According to Revelation 2:17, the hidden manna is for the overcomers,...a special
portion reserved for His overcoming seekers who overcome the degradation of
the worldly church....Every proper priest is an overcomer. Do not think that it is
impossible for you to be an overcomer. You can become an overcomer by enjoying
Christ as manna. Eat the open manna, and Christ will become the hidden manna.
This hidden manna will constitute you into an overcomer. It will also fulfill the
requirements of the inner law of life and bring you into peace. As a result, you
will be an overcomer according to Revelation 2:17....By eating the hidden manna
we shall receive a white stone (Rev. 2:17). In the Bible a stone signifies building
material. If we eat of the hidden manna, we shall become priests and overcomers.
Eventually, the hidden manna will transform us into stones for the building of
God's dwelling place. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 452-453, 459-460)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 34, 38-39; The Crucial Revelation
of Life in the Scriptures, ch. 3
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Four

The Central Thought of the Book of Joel
with Its Controlling Prophecy of Four Kinds of Locusts

Scripture Reading: Joel 1:1-4; 2:25-32; 3:11
Outline
DAY 1

I. We need to see the central thought of the book of Joel with its
controlling prophecy of four kinds of locusts:

A. The name Joel means ‘Jehovah is God”—1:1.

B. “Hear this, you elders, / And give heed, all you inhabitants of the land. / Has this ever happened
i your days, / Or even in the days of your fathers? / Tell your children about it, / And let your
children tell their children, / And let their children tell the next generation. / What the cutting
locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; / And what the swarming locust has left, the licking
locust has eaten; / And what the licking locust has left, the consuming locust has eaten”—vv. 2-4:

1. Four words are used for locust in verse 4, probably referring to one kind of locust in
various stages of growth—cf. 2:25.

2. The four stages of this one kind of locust refer to the nations that devastated Israel in four
consecutive empires: Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome, including Antichrist, who
will be the last Caesar of the Roman Empire—Rev. 17:8-11; cf. Dan. 7:12.

3. The armies of these empires were like locusts (Joel 2:25) coming to devastate and
consume Israel totally, devouring her people, land, fields, produce, food, and drink and
cutting off her offerings.

4. These empires correspond to the four sections of the great human image in Daniel
2:31-33, to the four beasts in Daniel 7:3-8 (cf. Rev. 13:1-2), and to the four horns in

Zechariah 1:18-21.
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DAY 2

5. They will be overcome and terminated by Christ, who will set up the kingdom and reign
among the saved Israel in the age of restoration—Dan. 2:34-35.

C. Beginning approximately two hundred years before the coming of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon, God sent the prophets to warn Israel, to advise them, and to call them
to return to God; because Israel did not listen to the prophets, this forced God to send
the four kinds of locusts to chastise His people; Israel has been suffering the cutting,
swarming, licking, and consuming of the locusts for many centuries:

1. God's purpose in allowing Israel to suffer under the locusts was to bring forth a couple,
Joseph and Mary, so that God could be born in man, of man, and out of man to become
no longer only God but a God-man; hence, God used the suffering of the Jews to bring
in the incarnation, an unprecedented event that brought God into man and mingled God
and man as one.

2. Furthermore, God has used the locusts to afford all the necessary facilities in the
environment for the carrying out of His purpose:

a. The Roman Empire, the aggregate of the four empires, afforded everything necessary for
the incarnated God to live and move and work on earth.

b. It also provided the means for Christ to be crucified for the accomplishment of God's
redemption (John 18:31-32), the occasion for the pouring out of the Spirit as the processed
and consummated Triune God upon all flesh to produce the church as the organic Body of
Christ (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2), and the facilities for the spreading of the gospel to the entire
inhabited earth (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8).

DAY 3

D. The four empires, or kingdoms, signified by the locusts are worldly, but they are used
by God's Craftsman (Christ—Dan. 2:34-35) as His instrument to chastise Israel and
punish the nations; in this way God is accomplishing whatever is needed for Christ to
be manifested in full so that the entire universe may be fully restored:

1. Christ is the last Craftsman used by God to break the four horns; the four craftsmen are
the skills used by God to destroy these kingdoms with their kings; each of the first three
kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece) was taken over in a skillful way by the
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kingdom that followed it—Zech. 1:18-21; Dan. 5; 8:3-7.

2. Thus, the four craftsmen used by God are Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and
ultimately Christ.

3. The fourth Craftsman will be Christ as the stone cut out without hands, who will crush the
restored Roman Empire and thereby crush the great human image as the totality of human
government at His coming back—2:31-35.

4. This stone signifies not only the individual Christ but also the corporate Christ, Christ
with His “mighty ones”—Joel 3:11.

DAY 4

II. In the Bible and in the Minor Prophets four things are unveiled:
God's chastisement on His elect people, God's punishment of the
nations, the manifestation of Christ, and the restoration; these four
matters are covered in Joel, a short book of three chapters:

A. First, God sent the locusts to consume Israel (1:2—2:11, 25); this was God's
chastisement because of Israel's great evils.

B. Then, this book reveals that God will punish and judge the Gentile nations because in
their consuming of Israel they are excessive, acting without regard for justice—3:1-16a, 19.

C. God's chastising of Israel and His punishing of the nations issue in the manifestation
of Christ:

1. Regarding this manifestation, Joel speaks concerning the outpouring of the processed,
consummated, compound Spirit, that is, the Spirit of God compounded with Christ's
humanity, Christ's death and its effectiveness, and Christ's resurrection with its power (2:28;
Exo. 30:25, footnote 1); this is the Holy Spirit, who was poured out on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1-4, 16-21), and this Spirit is the consummated Triune God and the realization of
Christ for the manifestation of Christ.

2. This manifestation began with the incarnation of Christ and has been confirmed and
strengthened by the outpouring of the Spirit, for through that outpouring the individual
Christ became the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13), the church as the great mystery of
godliness, God manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16).

D. The church as the manifestation of Christ will bring in the glorious day of restoration
2012 Summer Training - Message 4 - Page 3
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(Joel 2:25-27), the age of the millennial kingdom (3:16-21), in which Christ will be
manifested in a fuller way; the restoration will consummate in the fullest manifestation
of Christ in the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth (Rev. 21:1-2).

DAY 5

III. We need to have a clear view concerning three matters:

A. We are living in an age, the continuation of the preceding ages, in which our God is
still moving; He is working among the Jews and by the nations to perform His economy
in the building up of the organism of the Body of Christ—Eph. 4:16; Col. 2:19.

B. We need to see that today we, the believers in Christ, are in the Body of Christ; we
all are members of the Body of Christ, which is the organism of the Triune God; as
members of the Body, we should aspire to be the overcomers, the mighty ones (Joel 3:11),

who will return with Christ to deal with Antichrist at the battle of Armageddon and
who will be Christ's co-kings in the millennium.

C. Our goal as members of the Body of Christ is to enlarge the manifestation of Christ
intrinsically; we desire to see the intrinsic enlargement of the manifestation of Christ
in the Spirit of the processed Triune God and by the life of our Father, the eternal,
almighty Divine Being.

DAY 6
IV. We can take the overcoming way to enlarge the manifestation
of Christ so that we may become His mighty ones (v. 11) by walking,

living, and having our being in and according to the mingled spirit
(Rom. 8:4) through the following organic practices:

A. Calling on the name of the Lord—Joel 2:32; Rom. 10:12-13.

B. Pray-reading His word as the Spirit—Eph. 6:17-18.

C. Praying unceasingly—1 Thes. 5:17.

D. Not quenching the Spirit but fanning the spirit into f lame—v. 19; 2 Tim. 1:6-7.
E. Not despising but respecting prophesying—1 Thes. 5:20; 1 Cor. 14:4b, 12, 31.

2012 Summer Training - Message 4 - Page 4



B, T&ABENARA—KZEFH#YG%E, @ V. “Ihope that we all will take not the ordinary Christian way but the
ZABBGE, EXEE, AERER— K4 overcoming way to be the mighty ones who can match the unique
ZHE, EEAASOLA#EKRZ LY EE L, ¥ mighty One. Christ is now on the throne in the heavens, waiting for us
BEMNZRE. BAR, 24, HME KRR, tobeperfected and matured. Eventually the time will be ripe for Him to
AT IAE k447 B, REAEF 44K, come back to deal with the nations, to save the remnant of Israel, and
HAERAAERNSE LOBS, 24, F34¥H to complete God's economy with us. Then the age of restoration will
Hks %, XELONNELRZRAMHI  be ushered in. That age will consummate in the New Jerusalem as the
BBA, AYIARTNLR TR, | (% ultimate consummation of God's expression in Christ” (Life-study of
AERERER, FOE, ) the Minor Prophets, pp. 92-93).

ZO—==FEFiL%K - FEUE-E5] 2012 Summer Training - Message 4 - Page 5



ZO—==FEFiL%K - FEUE-E 631 2012 Summer Training - Message 4 - Page 6



FwA A—
FEL ¥

H—) HFEAW, LFxiE: ZHw—7ERH,

HEMET,

4 TR T8, BEK AERTH,
HEFTH, BEXT.

(HEH) ZF— N NEEWHA, 20MFER (FIE)
WRE, BE—FEEZWIMNEHRE, - —
“ENFALBNELXBEANTER, ~RPHE
FEALTXGFE XK —ERAEMET,
MNERXZEEESTF, THES5IN, IFSHER (23
#F+H/\6) .

(AEA—FWH) AN FREE L, TR
EaRAE W ERNB. RINELEN, X —FFEHH
WA B, HMYREURZEZAARE TN

R

LEH TS R RBA T —EN WA, HEEEE L,
W E, BEREEARRKTTE, FEZHEFET
H, R FLFE (AEHEEE, —_—_—F

22T
12 Btk

Q/JE‘EI::H —5—/\']7.‘['—%1/\#4@]75/ KX T8 B, X%é&y
ERRIE TR M, X B R8BSR e y — g
BTN Beg A RERRE (4, =2
4~11) , XESWAE R, BENMESEKREFUETH
FTE, ~XBENERE#H—Fha A EHLSH
AAB: 2k—BWKE: RWBEEFMEE —DRK
B HMREME—FE S#BRAH—-FD3 (=

" O——=FEFILGL - sFUE -7 A

WEEK 4 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Joel 1:2 Hear this, you elders, and give heed, all you inhabitants of the land....

4 What the cutting locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; and what the
swarming locust has left, the licking locust has eaten; and what the licking locust
has left, the consuming locust has eaten.

The first main point [in the book of Joel] is the plague of the four kinds of locusts
(the nations) or of one kind of locust in four stages....Joel 1:2-4 shows us the
seriousness of the prophecy....The elders among the people should hear this
message, and all the inhabitants of the land should give heed to it. They should
tell their children about it, their children should tell their children, and their
children should tell the next generation (vv. 2-3; Psa. 78:6).

Four words for locust are used in Joel 1:4, probably referring to one kind of locust
in various stages of growth. As we will see, this one kind of locust in four stages
corresponds to the four sections of the great human image in Daniel 2, to the four
beasts in Daniel 7, and to the four horns in Zechariah 1. The cutting locust refers
to the Babylonian Empire; the swarming locust, to the Medo-Persian Empire; the
licking locust, to the Grecian Empire; and the consuming locust, to the Roman
Empire. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 9-10)

Today's Reading

Joel 1:6a speaks of the coming up of a nation, mighty and without number, against
the land of Jehovah....The coming of such a nation is likened to one kind of locust
in four stages: the cutting locust, the swarming locust, the licking locust, and the
consuming locust (v. 4; 2:2, 4-11). The four successive kinds of locusts refer to the
nations which devastated Israel in four consecutive empires....This mighty nation is
further likened to the great human image in four sections: the golden head—Babylon;
the silver breast and arms—Medo-Persia; the bronze abdomen and thighs—Greece;
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and the iron legs with the feet—Rome (Dan. 2:31-33)....The coming up of a nation,
mighty and without number, is further likened to four beasts: a lion, a bear, a leopard,
and the one who is the totality of the first three (Dan. 7:2-8; Rev. 13:2a)....This
nation is likened ultimately to four horns (Zech. 1:18-21). The four horns, the four
beasts, the four sections of the great image, and the four kinds of locusts all refer
to the same four empires. Throughout human history, in God's dealing with Israel
and in God's punishment upon the Gentiles, these four empires have been and
still are the center....The nation mentioned in Joel 1:6a came to devastate the land
of Jehovah, devouring and breaking the people into pieces and making the land a
desolation (vv. 6b-7a; 2:3; Dan. 7:7; Isa. 10:3; Jer. 25:11). Because of this desolation,
there were no food to feed the people and no wine to cheer the people (Joel 1:5, 7,
10-12, 163, 17), no meal offering and no drink offering for the priests to offer to God
in His temple (vv. 9, 13, 16b), and no pasture for the beasts, herds of cattle, and
herds of sheep (vv. 18-20)....The empires that have devastated the land of Jehovah
include the empires from Nebuchadnezzar, the first king of the Babylonian Empire,
through the Medo-Persian Empire and the Macedonian and Grecian Empire, to
the last Caesar (Antichrist) of the Roman Empire....Babylon actually began with
Babel, which was founded by Nimrod (Gen. 10:8-10), the first type of Antichrist....A
plague of locusts is terrible. In just one day an entire harvest can be consumed;
nothing can stop the devouring locusts. The armies of Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, and Rome were like locusts coming to devastate Israel totally, devouring
their people, land, fields, produce, food, and drink and cutting off their offerings.

Apparently, these four empires are human like the great human image
representing the totality of human government. However, in the sight of God they
are beasts. Babylon is the lion; Medo-Persia is the bear; Greece is the leopard;
and Rome, being the totality of the first three, is the most wild and devastating
beast of all. Ultimately, these four empires are four horns used by Satan to
devastate God's chosen people. The prophecies concerning this are now history.
(Life-study of Joel, pp. 10-12)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msg. 2
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WEEK 4 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Dan. 2:34-35 ...A stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the image at its
feet of iron and clay and crushed them....And the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

The central thought of Joel is that the nations, as the locusts, devastate Israel
consecutively in four empires, from Nebuchadnezzar, the first king of Babylon, to
Antichrist, the last Caesar of Rome; they will be overcome and terminated by Christ,
who will set up the kingdom and reign among the saved Israel in the age of restoration.
The four empires that devastate Israel and that will be overcome and terminated by
Christ are the Babylonian Empire, the Medo-Persian Empire, the Macedonian-Grecian
Empire, and the Roman Empire. These four empires are signified by the great human
image,...an image that will be destroyed by Christ as the stone cut out without hands
(Dan. 2:34-35)....This stone signifies not merely the individual Christ but also the
corporate Christ. The corporate Christ will come as a stone cut out without hands and
will smite the human government into pieces. (Life-study of Joel, p. 2)

Today's Reading

Beginning approximately two hundred years before the coming of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, God sent the prophets to warn Israel, to advise
them, and to call them to return to God. However, Israel did not listen to the
prophets. This forced God to send the four kinds of locusts to chastise His people.
Israel has been suffering the cutting, swarming, licking, and consuming of the
locusts for twenty-seven centuries. God's purpose in allowing Israel to suffer
under the locusts was to bring forth a couple, Joseph and Mary, so that God
could be born in man, of man, and out of man to become no longer only God but
a God-man (cf. Matt. 1). Hence, God used the suffering of the Jews to bring in
the incarnation, an unprecedented event that brought God into man and mingled
God and man as one. Furthermore, God has used the locusts to afford all the
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necessary facilities in the environment for the carrying out of His purpose. The
Roman Empire, the aggregate of the four empires, afforded everything necessary
for the incarnated God to live and move and work on earth. It also provided the
means for Christ to be crucified for the accomplishing of God's redemption (John
18:31-32), the occasion for the pouring out of the Spirit as the processed and
consummated Triune God upon all flesh to produce the church as the organic
Body of Christ (Acts 2), and the facilities for the spreading of the gospel to the
entire inhabited earth (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8). (Joel 1:4, footnote 1)

Daniel 7:12 says, “As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away,
but an extension of life was given to them for a season and a time.” This indicates
that as each empire was defeated, although its dominion was taken away, its
culture was adopted by each succeeding empire. Thus each empire continued to
live....The Roman Empire inherited the cultures of the three foregoing empires.
The dominion of the Roman Empire is over, but its “life,” its culture, continues.
In a sense, we all are Roman citizens, for we are under the influence of the spirit
of the Roman Empire, especially in the matters of politics and law. Today the
world's culture is Roman, yet, being an accumulated culture, it contains the
cultures of the Babylonians, Persians, and Greeks.

The crucial matter of God's purpose,...the suffering factor[,] is the factor which
produced the incarnation. Through incarnation the almighty, eternal, infinite
God was brought into humanity and mingled with humanity. Nothing, not even
the creation of the universe, could be greater than this!...Hence, the suffering
factor was the factor to consummate the divine incarnation; the suffering of the
Jews was the factor to produce the incarnation. As a result of God's entering
into humanity and His mingling with humanity, there is now a unique person—
Jesus—who is both the complete God and a perfect man. God became a man,
the man Jesus, and lived on this earth, making His home in Nazareth for thirty
years. Surely this is the greatest miracle in the entire universe! (Life-study of
Joel, pp. 12, 30)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msgs. 1, 5
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WEEK 4 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Zech. 1:18-21 Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and there were four
horns....These are the horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.
Then Jehovah showed me four craftsmen....These have come to terrify them, to
cast down the horns of the nations who have lifted up the horn against the land
of Judah to scatter it.

The four empires signified by the locusts are very worldly, but they are used by
God's Craftsman (Christ—Dan. 2:34-35) as His instrument to chastise Israel
and punish the nations. In this way God is accomplishing whatever is needed
for Christ to be manifested in full, that the entire universe may be fully restored.
(Life-study of Joel, p. 13)

The vision of the four horns and the four craftsmen (Zech. 1:18-21) was a
comforting and encouraging word of promise to Israel as God's answer to
Christ's intercession for Zion and Jerusalem in verse 12. The four horns are the
four kingdoms with their kings—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and the Roman
Empire—also signified by the great human image in Daniel 2:31-33 and by the
four beasts in 7:3-8, that damaged and destroyed the chosen people of God.
The four craftsmen (Zech. 1:20) are the skills used by God to destroy these four
kingdoms with their kings. Each of the first three kingdoms—Babylon, Medo-
Persia, and Greece—was taken over in a skillful way by the kingdom that followed
it (cf. Dan. 5; 8:3-7). The fourth Craftsman will be Christ as the stone cut out
without hands, who will crush the restored Roman Empire and thereby crush the
great human image as the totality of human government at His coming back (Dan.
2:31-35). (Zech. 1:18, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Joel 3:1-15 speaks concerning the judgment of Christ upon the nations—the
judgment upon the living (Acts 10:42; 17:31)....This judgment will take place at
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the valley of Jehoshaphat, which is the valley of decision (Joel 3:2, 12, 14)....The
purpose of Christ's judgment upon the living will be to recompense the nations'
mistreatment of Israel during the great tribulation (vv. 2b-8; Rev. 12:17; 13:7, 10;
Matt. 25:41-46a). After Christ casts Antichrist and the false prophet into the lake
of fire, He will set up His throne in Jerusalem, and all the living ones as the goats
and the sheep will be gathered before Him to be judged by Him. The goats will
be the evil ones, those who persecuted the Jews, and the sheep will be the good
ones, those who helped the persecuted Jews during the tribulation.

Finally, Joel speaks regarding the victory of Christ with His overcomers over the
nations and His reign among Israel in the age of restoration (3:9-13, 16-21)....First,
according to verses 9 through 13, Christ with His overcomers (Rev. 17:14; 19:11-
14) as the mighty ones will defeat Antichrist and his armies (the nations) at
Armageddon....After the defeat of Antichrist, Christ will reign among Israel on
the holy mountain of Zion within Jerusalem (Joel 3:16a, 17, 21b)....As Christ
reigns in Jerusalem, He will be a shelter and a stronghold to the children of Israel
(v. 16b). Because of this, no one will be able to damage Israel anymore....Christ's
reign among Israel on the holy mountain of Zion within Jerusalem will be in
the restoration (v. 18; Matt. 19:28)....Joel 3:18a tells us that in the restoration
the mountains will drop down fresh wine, and the hills will flow with milk. This
indicates how rich the situation will be....In the restoration there will be no
shortage of water, for all the waterways of Judah will flow with water (v. 18b).
Wherever there is a waterway, there will be a river full of water....A fountain will
go forth from the house of Jehovah, the temple, to water the entire holy land (v.
18c¢). This points to the situation in the New Jerusalem, where a river will flow
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb to water the holy city....Joel 3:19-21a
tells us that all the surrounding enemies of Israel will be punished. Therefore, the
nations will be punished, Israel will be restored, and Christ will be manifested.
This will be a prelude to the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem.
(Life-study of Joel, pp. 20-22)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msg. 3
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WEEK 4 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Joel 2:25-26 And I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has
eaten, the licking locust and the consuming locust and the cutting locust, My
great army that I sent among you. And you will eat to the full and be satisfied,
and you will praise the name of Jehovah your God, who has dealt wondrously
with you; and My people will never be ashamed.

The Bible covers four things: God's chastisement on His elect people, God's
punishment of the nations, the manifestation of Christ, and the restoration. These
four matters are covered in Joel, a short book of three chapters. First, God sent
the locusts to devastate Israel. This was His chastisement for Israel's great evils.
Second, this book reveals that God will punish and judge the Gentile nations. Third,
Joel speaks concerning the outpouring of the processed, consummated, compound
Spirit, the Spirit of God compounded with Christ's humanity, Christ's death and its
effectiveness, and Christ's resurrection with its power. This is the Holy Spirit who
was poured out on the day of Pentecost, and this Spirit is the consummated Christ
for the manifestation of Christ. This manifestation began with the incarnation of
Christ and has been confirmed and strengthened by the outpouring of the Spirit
because, through that outpouring, the individual Christ became the corporate
Christ, initiating the church life and the church age. The church is the great
mystery of godliness, God manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16). Hence, we are
the manifestation of Christ. Now we are awaiting the fourth matter revealed in the
book of Joel—the glorious day of restoration, which will consummate in the New
Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth. This is the revelation of the Bible, and
this is the history of the universe. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 12-13)

Today's Reading

The final stage of God's sending of the locusts is the Roman Empire. While the
Roman Empire was chastising rebellious Israel, God did something silently
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and mysteriously. God used the Roman Empire to keep the region around
the Mediterranean Sea—the center of human habitation—in a peaceful order.
Highways were built, shipping routes were established on the sea, and a common
language, Greek, was spoken by all the peoples. It was at that time that God came
to be incarnated by being born of a virgin in a small city, Bethlehem, and eventually
lived in Nazareth. For thirty-three and a half years the God of everlasting love lived
on the earth in His humanity as a man. After this He went to the cross and died
the death of a criminal under the Roman form of capital punishment. Although the
worldlings did not realize it, Christ died a vicarious, all-inclusive death. After three
days He resurrected. On the same day, in the morning of His resurrection, He
ascended to the Father and descended again to the earth to meet with His disciples.
Forty days later, in the presence of His disciples, He ascended to the heavens.
After ten more days, on the day of Pentecost, He came down again by being poured
out as the Spirit upon three thousand of His believers, making each of the three
thousand the same as He is in life and nature. The issue of that outpouring of the
Spirit was a corporate Christ, which is the manifestation of Christ.

From this we see that it was through the Roman locusts that both God's
redemption and the preaching of the gospel were carried out. First, the gospel
was spread throughout the Roman Empire and then, as a result of Roman
imperialism, to other parts of the world.

Today three things are taking place on earth: the consuming by the Roman
locusts, the suffering of Israel, and the manifestation of Christ....The line of the
manifestation of Christ will eventually bring us into the fuller manifestation
of Christ in the age of restoration...[which] will consummate in the fullest
manifestation of Christ in the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth.
This is the proper eschatology. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 24-25)

Further Reading: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 38, pp. 326-328;
vol. 19, pp. 476-478
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WEEK 4 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:19 ...Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied
and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Joel 3:11-12 Hurry and come, all you surrounding nations, and be gathered.
There cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah! Let the nations rouse
themselves and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat. For there I will sit to judge
all the surrounding nations.

We all need to have a clear view of the age in which we are living, of where we
are, and of what our goal should be....We are living in an age, the continuation
of the preceding ages, in which our God is still moving. He is working among
the Jews and by the nations to perform His economy in the building up of the
organism of the Body of Christ....We need to see that today we, the believers in
Christ, are in the Body of Christ. We all are members of the Body of Christ, which
is the organism of the Triune God. As members of the Body, we should aspire to
be overcomers, the mighty ones (Joel 3:11) who will return with Christ to deal
with Antichrist at the battle of Armageddon and who will be His co-kings in the
millennium....Furthermore, we should be clear concerning our goal as members
of the Body. Our goal is to enlarge the manifestation of Christ intrinsically. We do
not care for a mere outward enlargement....On the contrary, we desire to see the
intrinsic enlargement of the manifestation of Christ in the Spirit of the processed
Triune God and by the life of our Father, the eternal, almighty Divine Being.
(Life-study of Joel, p. 26)

Today's Reading

Both the consuming factor and the suffering factor have been useful to God. The
Jews had lost their nation and had been scattered everywhere, wandering for
centuries. Humanly speaking, that was a tragedy. But on the day of Pentecost,
after God had consummated His long process of incarnation, human living,
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crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, He needed to pour Himself out upon
the entire human race, not only upon one people but upon all peoples. For this
outpouring a particular occasion was required, and the Roman Empire made it
possible. First, the Roman Empire had scattered the Jews among all the peoples.
Then, on exactly the right day, when the time was ripe, [it] provided the way for
the scattered people to come back to Jerusalem to enjoy the feast. At that joyful
time, God suddenly came down upon the people. From this we see that through
the means of the suffering one, Israel, and by all the facilities provided by the
consuming locust, the Roman government, God poured Himself out upon all
flesh. Now we, as the church, are the manifestation of Christ, produced by the
outpouring of the processed and consummated Triune God upon all flesh.

Today's locusts are also useful to God and to us, the members of the church,
the Body of Christ. Because of the locusts we have such things as the telephone,
the microphone, the recorder, the airplane, the computer, and the fax machine.
Because of the locusts we in the United States enjoy the freedom of speech and
the freedom to meet together as the church....In a very real sense, all the locusts
are working for us. The millions of locusts swarming on earth today are serving
us so that we may be here for the manifestation of Christ.

The consuming of the locusts and the suffering of Israel are both for us. This
means that we in the church life today are the beneficiaries of both the Jews and
the nations....Paul says that all things work together for good for us (Rom. 8:28).
Hence, we are the third factor—the beneficiaries. As the beneficiaries, we should
thank the Lord for all that He has done for us through the consuming of the
locusts and the suffering of the Jews.

The fourth factor in the book of Joel is the principle of restoration. In the future
there will be an actual, practical, and real restoration, but today we, the third
factor, are experiencing the restoration, the fourth factor, as we participate in and
enjoy the manifestation of Christ, which has come through the first two factors, the
consuming of the locusts and the suffering of Israel. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 31-32)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msg. 4
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WEEK 4 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Joel 2:32 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah shall be saved; for in
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem will be an escape, as Jehovah has said, even for the
remnant whom Jehovah calls.

1 Thes. 5:16-20 Always rejoice, unceasingly pray, in everything give thanks; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit; do not
despise prophecies.

I hope that we all will take not the ordinary Christian way but the overcoming way
to be the mighty ones who can match the unique mighty One. Christ is now on the
throne in the heavens, waiting for us to be perfected and matured. Eventually the
time will be ripe for Him to come back to deal with the nations, to save the remnant
of Israel, and to complete God's economy with us. Then the age of restoration will
be ushered in. That age will consummate in the New Jerusalem as the ultimate
consummation of God's expression in Christ. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 26-27)

Today's Reading

[In] 1 Thessalonians 5:16-20...pay attention to three points. First, pray
unceasingly. Second, do not quench the Spirit. Third, do not despise prophecies.
Romans 10:12...says that the Lord is rich. His riches are unsearchable (Eph. 3:8),
but how can we participate in and enjoy the Lord's riches? Here is a very simple
way. This way is to call upon Him.

We teach the practice of pray-reading the Word based upon what Paul said [in
Ephesians 6:17-18]. Verse 17 says that the Spirit is the word of God. The Lord
Jesus said, “The words which I have spoken to you are spirit” (John 6:63). The
word in Ephesians 6:17 is not the word in black and white. This word equals the
Spirit. The next verse, verse 18, tells us that we have to pray this word, and we
have to be watchful concerning this kind of prayer. In other words, we have to be
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watchful concerning our pray-reading. This is not just to be watchful concerning
our reading of the Bible or our prayer in a common way. This is a particular
prayer of praying the word, making the word our prayer.

[In 2 Timothy 2:22] Paul charged Timothy to pursue Christ as these items by
calling on the name of the Lord. This calling is not just by yourself but with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

Yes, all these things have been gradually unveiled to us by the Lord in the past
years, and they have even been printed in books. But in our practice, there is a
big shortage. How much have you called on the Lord today? Do you pray-read
the word consistently and adequately? Do you pray unceasingly? Do you fan the
Spirit into flame (2 Tim. 1:6)? We are told not to quench the Spirit, but nearly all
of us quench the Spirit every day.

Now in our church practice, we promote the matter of prophesying....To prophesy
is to speak God's word to people....To prophesy is to speak Christ forth into
people....We minister Christ to others by our speaking. You may excuse yourself by
saying that you do not have the gift to speak as some brothers have. But can you say
that you do not have the gift to speak for the Lord, to speak forth the Lord, and to
speak the Lord into people? We all have this gift, a gift to speak Christ (1 Cor. 14:31).

To carry out God's economy according to the high peak of God's revelation, we
need all these practices. We were charged to walk, to live, and to have our being
in and according to the mingled spirit (Rom. 8:4). How can we do this? We can
do this only by these few steps: calling on the name of the Lord, pray-reading
His word as the Spirit, praying unceasingly, not quenching the Spirit, and not
despising or ignoring prophesying....A God-man's life is a life of calling on the
Lord, pray-reading His word as the Spirit, praying unceasingly, not quenching
but fanning the Spirit into flame, and not despising but respecting prophesying.
(Living a Life according to the High Peak of God's Revelation, pp. 27-29)

Further Reading: Living a Life according to the High Peak of God's Revelation, ch. 4
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Five

The Universal History according to God's Economy—
the Divine History within the Human History

Scripture Reading: Joel 1:4; 3:11; Dan. 2:31-45; Eph. 1:3-6; Micah 5:2; Rev. 19:7-9; 22:17a

Outline
DAY 1

I. In this universe there are two histories: the history of man, the human
history, and the history of God, the divine history; the former is like an
outward shell, and the latter, like the kernel within the shell:

A. In the Minor Prophets the human history is clearly defined and is signified by the
four kinds of locusts in Joel 1:4, and the divine history is with Christ and His mighty
ones, the overcomers, in 3:11.

B. The divine history within the human history is also revealed in the Bible in
considerable detail; God's history is our history because He 1s in union with us:

1. We need to see God's history in eternity past as a preparation for His move to be in union
with man:

a. The divine history began with the eternal God and His economy—Eph. 3:9-10; 1:10:

1) According to His economy, God wants to work Himself into man to be one with man,
to be man's life, life supply, and everything, and to have man as His expression—Gen.
1:26; 2:9.

2) God's intention in His economy is thus to have a corporate entity, composed of God and
man, to be His expression for eternity—v. 22.

DAY 2
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b. God in His Divine Trinity held a council in eternity to make the determination concerning
the crucial death of Christ for the carrying out of God's eternal economy—Acts 2:23.

c. The second of the Divine Trinity was preparing to carry out His “goings forth” from
eternity into time to be born in Bethlehem as a man—Micah 5:2.

d. God blessed the believers in Christ with the spiritual blessings in the heavenlies before
the foundation of the world—Eph. 1:3-6:

1) He chose the believers to be holy, to be sanctified unto Himself with His holy
nature—v. 4.

2) He predestinated them, marking them out, unto sonship, making them sons to Himself
with His divine life, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of
His grace, with which He graced them in the Beloved—vv. 5-6.

2. Before Christ's incarnation God moved with men and among men; this was not His
direct move to carry out His eternal economy for Christ and the church but His indirect
move in His old creation for the preparation of His direct move in His new creation for
His eternal economy:

DAY 3

a. God's history is of two portions—the history of God with man, found in the Old Testament,
and the history of God in man, found in the New Testament.

b. God's history in man began with the incarnation and continued with His processes of
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension; Hosea 11:4 says that
these are the cords of a man, the bands of love.

3. The divine history, God's move in man, continued with the processed Christ, the God-
man, as the prototype, unto the New Jerusalem, the great God-man, the ultimate fulfillment
of God's eternal economy:

a. Through Christ's incarnation and human living, He brought the infinite God into the finite
man, He united and mingled the Triune God with the tripartite man, and He expressed in
His humanity the bountiful God in His rich attributes through His aromatic virtues.

DAY 4

b. Christ's crucifixion was a vicarious death, an all-inclusive death, an all-inclusive judicial
redemption, which terminated the old creation and solved all problems (John 1:29); in

2012 Summer Training - Message 5 - Page 2



WMARE, BT 4
FH—1, (=9, Tt
HA, (%=, B R e,
BREE, (ATZU, TAY, B0

_.t,-

c. EMNEEE, MEAMEKT, (4
) RAMERNR, (HMATEHT, )
T?‘iﬂﬁﬂlﬁmﬁéﬁfk%?rﬂ%ﬁ%% (B%) BBUA,

ﬁ@%% ﬂ,m~w ﬁ,l m~mo

e. Bk, #4 Jcﬁzzﬁ'éfﬁﬁté@ W X RIMEAR
Bk ExmERAMAER L O X HACHET
—THES%, FEMAEREE.

[ BXHQMEREWRT, BEEEX, WERNEES
ERMEN—Fl, (BZ1, ) SKEEFPUNE]

) EAMI—FEE (g, AXTLEHAY) , UR
EERAMNEES (WE. 2T LENAN) —REHZ,

) WEHEBEAMELMALT L BWAY, RIEH
WK E— B+ 720,

BF, THEEREXE: £4, XEEEARERR
\Kﬁi%%%%%ﬁﬂ 37T BAHOR B2 8 A AR
JG Vo

N, BNEFRARLZIA NN E—DROAR
hE, TR dwfed, (F—4) skt
NE—Ed RKABGORITRE: LAY
HERE, TERUBAYKRE L (AFRAA
AFRE) R EMRER, BELEERRA
%, RRARIRGER, HFERAMKZY
H, A#ALH, HFKT—31~45F:

B &

-, E]ﬁ-‘éﬁg,g, ﬁﬁ%g’gﬂ%mﬁﬂi%%ﬁa9 ’l%’ﬁk)b"'j*

—OoO——FEFL%K- FAR-F3 X

IHlaé@

Ny

—
i=)

N

_.

\ﬁl‘da

\

His crucifixion He terminated all the things of the old creation, He redeemed all the things
created by God and fallen in sin (Heb. 2:9; Col. 1:20), He created (conceived) the new man
with His divine element (Eph. 2:15), and He released His divine life from within the shell of
His humanity (John 12:24; 19:34; Luke 12:49-50).

c. In His resurrection He was begotten to be the firstborn Son of God (Acts 13:33; Rom.
1:4; 8:29), He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b), and He regenerated millions of
people to be sons of God and members of the Body of Christ, the church (1 Pet. 1:3).

d. He ascended to the heavens and then descended as the Spirit to produce the church as the
corporate expression of the Triune God—Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:1-4, 16-21.

e. Thus, the church also is part of the divine history, the intrinsic history of the divine
mystery within the outward, human history; this part of God's history has lasted for more
than nineteen hundred years and is still going on.

f. At the end of this part of the divine history, Christ will come back, descending with His
overcomers as His army (Joel 3:11) to defeat Antichrist and his army:

1) There will be the meeting of two figures—Antichrist, a figure in the outward, human
history, and Christ with His overcomers, the Figure in the intrinsic, divine history.

2) The Figure in the divine history will defeat the figure in the human history and then cast
him into the lake of fire—Rev. 19:20.

g. Following this, the thousand-year kingdom will come; eventually, this kingdom will
consummate in the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth; the New Jerusalem
will be the ultimate, the consummate, step of God's history.

I1. We need to have a clear view of these two histories—the physical, human
history represented mainly by the four kinds of locusts (Joel 1:4), which are
the four sections of the great human image in Daniel 2, and the mysterious,
divine history represented mainly by the history of the great crushing stone
(Christ with His overcomers), which will crush the great human image, the
totality of human government, and become the eternal kingdom of God,
which will fill the whole earth forever—vv. 31-45:

DAY 5

A. The corporate Christ, Christ with His overcoming bride, will come as a stone to crush
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the aggregate of human government to bring in God's kingdom—uvv. 34-35; Joel 3:11;
Rev. 19:11-21; cf. Gen. 1:26.

B. Whereas Daniel 2 speaks of Christ coming as a stone cut out without hands,
Revelation 19 speaks of Christ coming as the One who has His bride as His army.

C. In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and the warrior; in Revelation 19
we also have these two aspects of the church—Eph. 5:25-27; 6:10-20:

1. On the day of His wedding, Christ will marry His bride, the overcomers, who have been
fighting the battle against God's enemy for years—cf. Dan. 7:25; 6:10; Eph. 6:12.

2. Before Christ descends to earth to deal with Antichrist and the totality of human
government, He will have a wedding, uniting His overcomers to Himself as one entity—Rev.

19:7-9.

3. After His wedding He will come with His newly married bride to destroy Antichrist, who
with his army will fight against God directly—vv. 11, 14:

a. The Lord Jesus, the Word of God, will slay Antichrist, the man of lawlessness, by the
breath of His mouth—vv. 13-15; 2 Thes. 2:2-8.

b. Out of Christ's mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the nations—
Rev. 19:15a; cf. 1:16; 2:12, 16.

4. After crushing the human government, God will have cleared up the entire universe; then
the corporate Christ, Christ with His overcomers, will become a great mountain to fill the
whole earth, making the whole earth God's kingdom—Dan. 2:35, 44; 7:22, 27; Rev. 11:15.

DAY 6

5. To be the bride in the divine history, we need the beautifying word of God, and to be the
warrior in the divine history, we need the slaying word of God—Eph. 5:26; 6:17-18; cf. 2
Tim. 3:16.

III. We all were born in the human history, but we have been reborn,
regenerated, in the divine history:

A. The divine history, the history of God in man, was from Christ's incarnation through
His ascension to become the life-giving Spirit and then continues with His indwelling

us through God's organic salvation of regeneration, sanctification, renewing,
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transformation, conformation, and glorification to make us the glorious bride of
Christ—Rom. 5:10; Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7-9.

B. This culminates in Christ as the Spirit, the processed and consummated Triune God,
marrying the church as the bride, the processed and transformed tripartite man—
22:17a.

C. Now we need to ask ourselves this question: Are we living in the divine history, or
are we living merely in the human history?

1. If our living is in the world, we are living in the human history.

2. But if we are living in the church, we are living in the divine history; in the church
life God's history is our history; now two parties—God and we—have one history, the
divine history.

3. With the divine history there is the new creation—the new man with a new heart, a new
spirit, a new life, a new nature, a new history, and a new consummation—Hymns, #16; Ezek.
36:26; 2 Cor. 3:16; Matt. 5:8; Titus 3:5; Eph. 5:26; 6:17-18.

4. We praise the Lord that we are in the divine history, experiencing and enjoying the
mysterious, divine things for our organic salvation so that we may become His overcoming bride.
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WEEK 5 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Joel 1:4 What the cutting locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; and what
the swarming locust has left, the licking locust has eaten; and what the licking
locust has left, the consuming locust has eaten.

3:11 Hurry and come, all you surrounding nations, and be gathered. There cause
Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

The Bible is a record of two histories: the history of man, the human history, and
the history of God, the divine history. The former is like an outward shell, and the
latter, like the kernel within the shell. In the Minor Prophets the human history
is clearly defined and is signified by the four kinds of locusts mentioned in [Joel
1:4]....The divine history, as the divine mystery of the Triune God in humanity,
began in eternity past with the eternal God and His eternal economy (Micah 5:2c; 1
Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:4-5, 9-11). It continues with Christ's incarnation (Micah 5:2a); His
death, burial, and resurrection for the spreading of God's redemption and salvation
to all the nations on earth (Jonah 1:17; 2:10); His pouring out of the consummated
Spirit to produce the church as the corporate expression of the Triune God (Joel
2:28-32); His second coming as the Desire of nations (Hag. 2:7a) and as the Sun of
righteousness (Mal. 4:2a); His coming with His overcomers as His army to defeat
Antichrist and his army (Joel 3:1-15); and His reigning in Zion in the thousand-year
kingdom (3:16-21; Micah 4:7). Eventually, the kingdom will consummate in the New
Jerusalem in the new heaven and the new earth for eternity. The New Jerusalem
will be the ultimate, the consummate, step of God's history. (Joel 1:4, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

The living, purposeful, active, and acting God surely needs a history, a
biography....We need to realize that there is such a book. This book took
approximately fifteen hundred years to complete through more than forty writers.
The first writer was Moses and the last writer was John. This book is the Bible. The
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Bible is the biography of God, the history of God. Actually, we may say the Bible is
the autobiography of God, because it is a book about God written by God Himself
through a number of writers moved by the Holy Spirit. Through His servants, God
wrote His autobiography. The entire Bible is a history of the Triune God.

We have to know God's history because His history has everything to do with
us....God's history has become our history because He is in union with us....The
Bible is God's history in union with us. He is our Husband, and we as His chosen
and redeemed people are His wife....The New Testament says that Christ as
the embodiment of God is the Husband and the church is the wife (Eph. 5:25-
32; 2 Cor. 11:2). The New Testament also says that Christ will have a wedding.
Revelation 19 speaks of the marriage of Christ and His marriage dinner (vv.
7-9). Revelation 21 and 22 show us the marriage life in eternity between God
embodied in Christ and His chosen, redeemed people. The New Testament is
a book concerning the Triune God with His wife. Thus, when we touch God's
history, we touch our Christian life....The Christian life is the life of a wife who is
married to the Triune God.

Our God has a history, and the most wonderful part of His history is His history
in His union with man. Even in the Old Testament, God referred to Himself
as the Husband and to His people as His wife (Isa. 54:5; 62:5; Jer. 2:2; 3:1, 14;
31:32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea 2:7, 19). The marriage life God desired with His
people in the Old Testament is realized in the New Testament. (The History of
God in His Union with Man, pp. 9-10)

The Triune God is eternal....With Him there is no beginning. Within Himself,
this eternal One made an economy. According to His economy, God wants to
work Himself into man to be one with man, to be man's life, life supply, and
everything, and to have man as His expression. God's intention in His economy is
thus to have a corporate entity, composed of God and man, to be His expression
for eternity. This divine history began with the eternal God and His economy.
(Life-study of Joel, p. 34)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msg. 6
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WEEK 5 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:23 This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge
of God, you, through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed.

Micah 5:2 (But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, so little to be among the thousands
of Judah, from you there will come forth to Me He who is to be Ruler in Israel;
and His goings forth are from ancient times, from the days of eternity.)

God in His Divine Trinity held a council in eternity (Acts 2:23, footnote 1)....God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit held a council, a conference, in eternity to make
the determination concerning the crucial death of Christ for the carrying out of God's
eternal economy. God made an economy, but God had to make a decision regarding
how to carry out His economy. For the carrying out of God's economy, Christ had to die
an all-inclusive death. (The History of God in His Union with Man, pp. 17-18)

Today's Reading

The second of the Divine Trinity was preparing to carry out His “goings forth” from
eternity into time to be born in Bethlehem as a man. Micah 5:2 tells us that Christ
was going to be born in Bethlehem, and that was a part of His “goings forth.”...His
goings forth are His coming forth. Before God as the second of the Divine Trinity
came to be born in Bethlehem in time, He was preparing to come in eternity past.

God blessed the believers in Christ with the spiritual blessings in the
heavenlies before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3-6). In eternity past
God blessed us before we were created. Before we were created, He blessed
us in two things. In eternity past God chose us to be holy, to be sanctified
unto Himself with His holy nature (v. 4). In eternity past God chose us to
have His nature, indicating that He would be one with us, that is, that His
nature would become our nature. With this nature we are being sanctified,
separated unto God. He is holy in nature, and we are being made the same

2012 Summer Training - Message 5 - Page 9



HERRNEREE LEAGR—HF (K2, BE—4) .

HECTHAZERZRA, mERA, ERNEILTH
Ao, RBRAERREAT, PRBEC, ARBENLER
(F—5T) . Hit, WELTZWAZEMNET &M, LA
RURE, gEMNER, TumEeee, XRETTHA
TE, ARMNERA Y LU, BHGLERINTANEL

MECHWARE, HERNERAENS O L), YH#
ARELAREINED, NET RN, KHELGRBFEN
B, ZEARMEAEBRMFZ A ETHREGRATE (6)

XEFECHARENTE, X basET &Ml £E8
HEERTAH, RN, EEEEHEF-—R-AITEZ
To MUFETT —R2W, KEMEZ—WF ZFKEKA]
B, UZBRHEEL, SR, ECHLHALE, RFLET K
l, ERAA IR, CERNTHZE £, &
B ZA, FURMNAAEILT, FHIlL, X
YoM, AHEAMECHATENT L, ZHERRARIH
Fit (MEMSABREFHTE, —RE-AT)

EHAE, MERNAKIUE, wAREA, FEA
PEATE, EAFEEEH N FLEE G E 22 KT
ZRWEETRY. WRAFA, HFEAPFETI, T
REMBEERERENTYH, §EEMTEERKLE
B EREATHERES, B, AHNERARE D2,
BoRREH AR, ~HEFHENE L, LR
—t, EIHAE, REFIMAEFURKTELN EE
T5h. MERET HEES, FEMA—HREXER
WEL, ~BATRANEZRAEFHNEENETEEN
fTaifens (MEABWATZ), EELT) .

Sk RERTARE PO, F—F HEABHTY, F—%

" O——=FEFiILk - FFARHBE-F10m:m

as He is in nature (Heb. 2:11; 2 Pet. 1:4).

In eternity past God predestinated us, marking us out, unto sonship,
making us sons to Himself with His divine life (Eph. 1:5a). Thus, God
blessed us in eternity past with two things—with His nature and with His
divine life. This is the top blessing which was given to us in eternity past
before we were born.

God's blessing us in eternity past with the spiritual blessings in the heavenlies
was according to the good pleasure of His will (v. 5b) to the praise of the glory of
His grace, with which He graced us in Christ, His Beloved (v. 6).

This is God's history in eternity past and this involves us. In eternity past, God
made an economy to produce the church for His manifestation and to head up
all things, including us, in Christ. He also held a council to determine that the
second of the Divine Trinity should come to die for us to carry out His economy.
Then in eternity past He chose us to have His nature and to have His divine life
so that we could be holy as He is and be His sons as His children to express Him.
This is God's history in eternity past, and this history is our history. (The History
of God in His Union with Man, pp. 18-19)

Before His incarnation, God moved only with men and among men in the Old
Testament....But that was not God's direct move to carry out His eternal economy
for Christ and the church. God's move with men and among men was just the
indirect move in His old creation for the preparation of His direct move in His new
creation for His eternal economy. This is why the church is not mentioned in the Old
Testament. The church was a hidden mystery....God's economy in the New Testament
is absolutely unique. In the Old Testament, you cannot see God's move for His eternal
economy directly. God did a lot indirectly to prepare for the day when He could come
to do the direct work....The Old Testament was a preparation for the direct move of
God in man in the New Testament. (The Move of God in Man, pp. 10-12)

Further Reading: The History of God in His Union with Man, ch. 1; The Move of God in Man, ch. 1
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WEEK 5 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 11:4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love; and I was to them
like those who lift off the yoke on their jaws; and I gently caused them to eat.

Matt. 4:19-20 And He said to them, Come after Me, and I will make you fishers of
men. And immediately leaving the nets, they followed Him.

Where do we find the history of God? God's history, the divine history, is
recorded in the Bible. God's history is of two portions—the history of God with
man, found in the Old Testament, and the history of God in man, found in the
New Testament. In the Old Testament God's history was a history with man. In
the New Testament God's history is a history in man, for this history involves
God's being one with man. Therefore, the history of God in the New Testament is
a divine history in humanity. (Life-study of Joel, p. 38)

Today's Reading

The phrase with cords of a man, with bands of love [in Hosea 11:4] indicates
that God loves us with His divine love not on the level of divinity but on
the level of humanity. God's love is divine, but it reaches us in the cords
of a man, that is, through Christ's humanity. The cords through which
God draws us include Christ's incarnation, human living, crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension. It is by all these steps of Christ in His humanity
that God's love in His salvation reaches us (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10). (Hosea
11:4, footnote 1)

In His full ministry in the first stage, the stage of His incarnation, Christ brought
the infinite God into the finite man....This is our new language today. God is
infinite, and we human beings are finite.

In His full ministry in the first stage of His incarnation, Christ also united and mingled
the Triune God with the tripartite man. The Triune God is mysterious, and the tripartite
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man is difficult to understand....According to the new language of the new culture in
the divine and mystical realm, we need to say that Christ united and mingled the Triune
God with the tripartite man. Concerning the Triune God, the Father is the source, the
Son is the expression, and the Spirit is the entering in. Concerning the tripartite man,
the spirit is the innermost part, the soul is in the middle, and the body is on the outside.

In His full ministry in the first stage of His incarnation, Christ also expressed
in His humanity the bountiful God in His rich attributes through His aromatic
virtues. No one can deny that the human virtues of Christ were aromatic; even
when non-Christians read the four Gospels, they sense that the Jesus recorded in
these books was a sweet and fragrant One, whose virtues were aromatic. This is
because He expressed in His humanity the bountiful God in His rich attributes.

Our God has His attributes, and His attributes are rich because He is great and
bountiful. He is love, light, holiness, and righteousness. These rich attributes
were expressed by the Lord Jesus in His humanity to become the aromatic
virtues in His humanity.

Furthermore, Christ in His humanity expressed God through His aromatic
virtues by which He attracted and captivated people. [In Matthew 4:18-22]...the
disciples forsook everything to follow Him. I truly believe that at that time the
Lord Jesus must have displayed an aromatic power in His countenance and His
voice which could really attract and captivate people.

Christ expressed His aromatic virtues by which He attracted and captivated
people, not by living His human life in the flesh but by living His divine
life in resurrection. He was in the flesh, but He did not live by His human
life in His flesh; rather, He lived by His divine life in His resurrection.
Today, as God-men...we can get out of the realm of the flesh and enter into
resurrection to live by the divine life in resurrection, that is, in the divine
and mystical realm. (How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to
Fulfill Their Obligations, pp. 15-20)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msg. 7
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WEEK 5 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Eph. 2:15 Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances,
that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace.

The all-inclusive judicial redemption of Christ is of five aspects. First, He
terminated all things of the old creation. Second, He redeemed all the things
created by God and fallen in sin (Heb. 2:9; Col. 1:20)....Third, He created
(conceived) the new man with His divine element. Ephesians 2:15 says that on the
cross He created the Jewish believers and the Gentile believers in Himself into one
new man. That creation was a conception....Christ created (conceived) the new
man in Himself, indicating that He was the very element for the conceiving of the
new man. He conceived in Himself as the element the two peoples into one new
man. While the Lord Jesus was dying on the cross, He was creating the new man.
(How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, p. 21)

Today's Reading

Fourth, when Christ accomplished His all-inclusive judicial redemption, He released
His divine life from the shell of His humanity....Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, its outer shell cannot be broken and its life within cannot be
released [John 12:24]. Christ had the divine life, but it was concealed in the shell of
His humanity. Hence, He needed to suffer death on the cross that the shell of His
humanity might be broken to release His divine life from His human shell.

Fifth, in accomplishing His all-inclusive judicial death, Christ also laid a
foundation for His organic salvation and set up the procedure to attain His
ministry in the stage of His inclusion. Christ's judicial redemption is the
foundation of [and procedure for] His organic salvation. (How to Be a Co-worker
and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, pp. 21-22)
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At the end of His life and ministry on earth, the Lord Jesus went willingly to
the cross. His crucifixion was a vicarious death, an all-inclusive death which
terminated the old creation and solved all problems. His death ushered Him
into resurrection. On the one hand, in His resurrection He was begotten to be
the firstborn Son of God (Acts 13:33; Rom. 1:4; 8:29). On the other hand, in and
through His resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b).

Through Christ's resurrection millions were begotten, regenerated, by God (1 Pet.
1:3) to be sons of God and to be members of the Body of Christ, the church. The
Christ who was incarnated, crucified, and resurrected, the Christ who ascended to the
heavens and then descended as the Spirit, has produced the church as the corporate
expression of the Triune God....Thus, the church also is part of the divine history, the
intrinsic history of the divine mystery within the outward, human history. This part of
God's history has lasted for more than nineteen hundred years, and it is still going on.

At the end of this part of the divine history, Christ will come back, descending
with His overcomers as His army (Joel 3:11) to defeat Antichrist and his army.
There will be the meeting of two figures—Antichrist, a figure in the outward,
human history, and Christ with His overcomers, the Figure in the intrinsic,
divine history. The Figure in the divine history will defeat the figure in the human
history and then cast him into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20). Following this, the
thousand-year kingdom will come. Eventually, this kingdom will consummate in
the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth. The New Jerusalem will be
the ultimate, the consummate, step of God's history.

We need to have a clear view of these two histories—the physical human history
and the mysterious divine history....The history of man, the history of the
world, is outward. The divine history, the history of God in and with humanity,
is inward. This history is a matter of the divine mystery of the Triune God in
humanity. (Life-study of Joel, pp. 34-36)

Further Reading: How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their
Obligations, ch. 1

2012 Summer Training - Message 5 - Page 14



$2RR AR
BStR %

BTHAB~G AN iE, ERXRERAE,
BEAL, FEHARK, XBX&E, REEH#H. FF
SN Pk, TUHUERIE

=8 AHXFEHELEFEER, ZHKE A
O SR KA, R R R B IR

EUNHPFLEMARE, RMNEEAE22FELEK
T, EERRTAE, RITGARZ WX HE, - 1F
AFHE, BAAARETS, ELRAFMEN, HE
FEARK, FHEE, RIGTZREFGHNRK
8 (UAHE%E, L\—T)

YAEBFXHWANE LK, HFEEREK, TIEF
FROFRE (REHE, ROy E) RN ERT
k (4=Z0-30, g+t4, +AT-8 1L ¥, £F
SR, REAMRA, REEAREE 2 EHNHE
(FEB~) o ABEEIE EUA, #8— kB, #
FARFREE (BTATY) , HEBLSFGHEH
Hel, HEEREIBTBENA (F+211) , HilZ
%, MEXEXANESHFRNFTERK, TRIEE
FEABAMHERNREELRSHEHK (TH Y, T
9) (ZEREAR, EZUF—E),

12 8 %%

BRETTTAE, HoRMAEENTE, 4£S
B B, MR ARWE L, ERE RN HE,
MEAEARMMHE, EERRHAIK, w5k
EEREEFEANT K BB+ —F, THFa L,
RE®NFECREFE D, FEFHARK, XaXiE, R

" O——=FEFiL%Lk - FARABE - 157

WEEK 5 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:13-15 ...His name is called the Word of God. And the armies which are in
heaven followed Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean. And
out of His mouth proceeds a sharp sword, that with it He might smite the nations...

2 Thes. 2:8 And then the lawless one will be revealed (whom the Lord Jesus will slay
by the breath of His mouth and bring to nothing by the manifestation of His coming).

In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and as the warrior. In
Revelation 19 we also have these two aspects of the church....As the bride, we
must be beautiful, without spot or wrinkle, and be clothed in fine linen. As
the warrior, we must be equipped to fight against God's enemy. (Life-study of
Ephesians, p. 815)

When Christ comes as the crushing stone, He will not come alone; rather, He
will come with His overcomers, His bride, His increase, as His army (John
3:20-30; Rev. 17:14; 19:7-8, 11, 14). During the church age, the age of mystery,
Christ is building up the church to be His bride (Eph. 5:25-29). Before He
descends to earth, Christ will have a wedding, in which He will marry the
overcomers (Rev. 19:7-9), those who have been fighting the battle against
God's enemy for years and who have already overcome the evil one (cf. Rev.
12:11). After His wedding, He as the Husband will come with His newlywed
bride to destroy Antichrist, who with his army will fight against God directly
(Rev. 17:14; 19:19). (Dan. 2:34, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented to
Christ and the warrior who fights with Him against God's enemy. At His coming
again, the Lord Jesus firstly will meet His bride. After receiving the bride,
Christ and the overcomers will enter into battle against the enemy. According to
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Revelation 19:11, the Lord will ride on a white horse, and the armies which are in
heaven will follow Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and pure (v.
14). Revelation 17:14 also refers to this: “These will make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and they
who are with Him, the called and chosen and faithful, will also overcome them.”

In Revelation 19:7 and 8 we see that the bride is clothed in “fine linen, bright and
clean.” Then in verse 14 we see that the armies which follow the Lord into battle
are “dressed in fine linen, white and clean.” These verses indicate that the bride's
wedding garment will also be the uniform she wears as God's army to fight against
His enemy. Therefore, to have the wedding garment is also to have the uniform.

As God's warrior, the church does not fight by her own strength. Ephesians 6:10
says, “...Be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength” [indicating]
clearly that we should not fight in our own strength. On the contrary, we must
be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. The Greek word
rendered “empowered” has the same root as the word power in 1:19. To deal
with God's enemy, to fight against the evil forces of darkness, we need to be
empowered with the greatness of the power that raised up Christ from the dead
and seated Him in the heavens, far above all the evil spirits in the air. In the
spiritual warfare against Satan and his evil kingdom, we can fight only in the
Lord, not in ourselves. Whenever we are in ourselves, we are defeated.

By praying in spirit we apply Christ as the whole armor of God. As we take
the word by praying in spirit, we spontaneously contact Christ as the life-
giving Spirit. Immediately, our praying and reading become living, and we are
empowered by Christ and covered with Him as our armor. Furthermore, we have
the realization that we are in the Body and that Christ with all that He is and has
is our portion. In this way we apply Him as the all-inclusive armor.

When we are in the Body, we actually do not carry on the spiritual warfare;
we simply enjoy it. Instead of struggling in the battle, the battle becomes an
enjoyment. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 814, 816, 818)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 95
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WEEK 5 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 36:26 I will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you; and
I will take away the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.

Eph. 6:17-18 And receive...the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of
God, by means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and
watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints.

We all were born in the human history, but we have been reborn, regenerated, in
the divine history. Now we need to ask ourselves this question: Are we living in
the divine history, or are we living merely in the human history? If our living is in
the world, we are living in the human history. But if we are living in the church,
we are living in the divine history. In the church life God's history is our history.
Now two parties—God and we—have one history, the divine history. This is the

church life.

With the divine history there is the new creation—the new man with a new heart,
a new spirit, a new life, a new nature, a new history, and a new consummation.
We praise the Lord that we are in the divine history, experiencing and enjoying
the mysterious, divine things. (Life-study of Joel, p. 36)

Today's Reading

We need to receive the word of God by means of all prayer and petition. According to
Ephesians 6:17 and 18, we are to take the word of God by means of all prayer. These
verses indicate that we may take the word by pray-reading, that is, by praying with the
words of Scripture and over them, using the words of the Bible as our prayer to God.

By pray-reading we take the word of God into us. Usually when we speak of taking the
word of God into us, we think of the word as nourishment. However, in Ephesians 6
the emphasis is not on the nourishing word, but on the killing word. The nourishing
word is for our building up, whereas the killing word deals with the enemy. In this
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context, we should pray-read the word not mainly to receive nourishment, but
primarily to experience the sword as the killing instrument. The more we pray-read
the word, the more we should experience the killing power of the word.

Because the self is the greatest enemy, we need to experience the killing power
of God's word. As we pray-read, we are nourished on the one hand, but certain
elements are killed on the other hand....After a time of pray-reading the word, we
may discover that the adversary who was attacking us has disappeared. In a very
practical sense, he has been slain by the word we have taken into us.

Do not think that the battlefield for the spiritual warfare is outside us. The
battlefield is within us; in particular it is in our mind. All the elements of the
adversary can be found in the mind. The way to slay them is to pray-read the
word. As we pray-read God's word, the elements of the adversary within our
mind will be killed one by one. In this way we shall gain the victory.

Pray-reading is a practical way to kill the negative elements within us. The more
we take the word of God by means of all prayer in spirit, the more the negative
things within us will be put to death. Thus, pray-reading is not only feasting;
it is also a way of fighting. As we pray-read the word, the battle is raging as the
negative elements in our being are slain. Eventually, the self, the worst foe of
all, will be put to death. When the negative things in us are killed through pray-
reading, the Lord is victorious. Because He is victorious, we are victorious also.

In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of the
bride. But in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as the
corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare. Through the killing word, the
adversary within us is slain. Sometimes we gain the victory over the enemy
objectively, but we are defeated by the adversary subjectively. Although we may
rejoice that the enemy outwardly is fleeing, we are still troubled by the adversary
within us who remains....Let us kill the adversary by pray-reading the word.
(Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 817, 819-822)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 97
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Six
The Descent of the Mighty Ones

Scripture Reading: Joel 3:11b; S. S. 3:7-8; 4:8; 6:4, 10; Eph. 6:10-20

Outline

DAY 1
I. “There cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!”—Joel
3:11b:

A. The mighty ones are Christ's overcomers, who will return with Christ as His army
to defeat Antichrist at the battle of Armageddon and who will be His co-kings in the
millennium—Rev. 17:14; 19:11-21; 2:26-27; 20:4, 6; Matt. 19:28.

B. Christ will come back, descending with His overcomers as His army, to defeat
Antichrist and his army—dJoel 3:11b; 2 Thes. 2:8; Rev. 19:11-21.

II. The mighty ones, the overcomers, understand the necessity of
spiritual warfare—Eph. 6:10-13; Rev. 12:1-17; 19:11-21:

A. Spiritual warfare is necessary because Satan's will is set against God's will—Gen.
3:15; Isa. 14:12-14; Matt. 6:10; 7:21:
1. Spiritual warfare has its source in the conflict between the divine will and the satanic will.

2. God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan; for this, the human
will must stand with the divine will and fight to subdue the satanic will—Gen. 1:26; Matt.
26:39; 12:30; 7:21; Rev. 12:11.

B. The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the kingdom of God—11:15:

1. Spiritual warfare is the warfare between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan—
Matt. 12:26, 28.

2012 Summer Training - Message 6 - Page 1



2. MEE R AWE ,%é’ DA 0 BE ) = R AR (2
WEET—7~ 10, +=

3. BRERERE, %WI% EARMERAH E—7)
9~ 10, B, +AMD, E\

-
a) —

Z. BohBEIRNEE, BRENZEZIFEARES
PHA, GRRRERELHIAGEE— %512

L ey, ENE, MEZXERHERY, TEETREK
o5 WIRIRE R #R. RE# AAEERAER
%%ié@id@_ﬁ/ 13’ /TE-—]— 200

2. BNFEAE, RMNAHEHLZHEA, TERKGH
Ry, REARFENIRG G —#K 12

&, Kie#H, /ML, AREZFHBAEL
AEBGEM—%=14, B=15, A%+ =8:

L BREFBWARL, REGAAFRYARLE, HAEE
ﬂgﬁaﬁﬁﬁT —%mw8, B=2l, £5~6:

L LT EIER, REHREANEN—HZE=

2 EBRERGBRAKPMAMETEY, 9 HZRXFHTE
BT HE—ARE1~11,

o = IREER, ERAEARAEL: RAHERE,
FRBATA—%= 1,

L BARERRRNARE, KELEERNTIRAMNER-—TZ

b HEEMERMENIE, WmERNENARX, 59
MAETFREELT BE—T= 18~ 20,

6. ZEWEELERTHRARNAR—E— 18,

T BEEMNARE, WAT —FIHAERG QI 1T
KATABMEHF R FERER, Boatg—HES,

“O—CZHFEFL- BHARRE-5821

2. The kingdom of God is the exercise of the divine will and the overthrowing of the power of
Satan by the power of God—6:10; 12:28.

3. Through prayer the church must release the power of the kingdom of God on the
earth—6:9-10, 13; 18:19; Rev. 8:3-5.

DAY 2

C. The warfare between the church and Satan is a battle between us who love the Lord
and who are in His church and the evil powers in the heavenlies—Eph. 6:12:

1. The rulers, the authorities, and the world-rulers of darkness are the rebellious angels who
followed Satan in his rebellion against God and who now rule in the heavenlies over the
nations of the world—Col. 1:13; Dan. 10:20.

2. We need to realize that our warfare is not against human beings but against the evil
spirits, the evil powers, in the heavenlies—Eph. 6:12.

II1. The mighty ones, the overcomers, realize that spiritual warfare is
based on the victory of Christ—Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:15; 1 John 3:8:

A. The starting point of spiritual warfare is standing upon the victory of Christ; it is
seeing that Christ has already overcome—S. S. 4:8; Rev. 3:21; 5:5-6:

1. The Son of God was manifested to destroy the works of the devil—1 John 3:8.

2. In His incarnation and human living Christ defeated Satan during the temptation in the
wilderness—Matt. 4:1-11.

3. Through death the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil, who has the might of death; He
abolished Satan, brought him to naught—Heb. 2:14.

4. God openly shamed the evil angels, triumphing over them in the cross of Christ—Col. 2:15.

5. In the Spirit as His divinity, Christ proclaimed, to the evil spirits in the abyss, His victory
over Satan on the cross—1 Pet. 3:18-19.

6. The resurrected Christ has the keys of death and of Hades—Rev. 1:18.

7. In His ascension Christ led a train of vanquished foes; He rescued us from Satan's
captivity and took us to Himself—Eph. 4:8.
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8. In God's universal administration Christ, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, is the Victor and
the Ruler of the kings of the earth—Rev. 5:5-6; 1:5.

B. The work of the church on earth is to maintain Christ's victory; the Lord has already
won the battle, and the church is here to maintain His victory—Eph. 6:11, 13.

DAY 3

IV. The mighty ones, the overcomers, are “empowered in the Lord
and in the might of His strength”—v. 10:

A. To fight against God's enemy, we need to be empowered with the surpassing
greatness of the power that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the
heavenlies, far above the spirits in the air—1:19-21; 3:16.

B. Our need to be thus empowered indicates that we cannot fight the spiritual warfare
in ourselves or by our own strength but only in the Lord and in the might of His
strength—6:10.

V. The mighty ones, the overcomers, conquer the satanic chaos in the
old creation and carry out the divine economy for the new creation—1
Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:10; 3:10; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15:

A. The overcomers conquer the destructive satanic chaos and triumph in the
constructive divine economy—1 Tim. 1:4.

B. Instead of being delivered out of the present chaos, the mighty ones conquer the
chaos by the processed and consummated Triune God as the all-sufficient grace—2 Tim.
1:9,15; 2:1,17-18; 4:22.

V1. The mighty ones, the overcomers, are victorious over the attack
of death—Rev. 2:8-11; Matt. 16:18; Heb. 2:14-15; 2 Cor. 1:9; Phil. 3:10-
11;

A. Matthew 16:18 shows us from what source the attack upon the church will come—
“the gates of Hades,” that is, death:

1. Satan's special object today is to spread death within the church.
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2. Satan's greatest fear with regard to the church is her resistance to his power of death and
her being in resurrection—1 Pet. 1:3; Eph. 2:6.

B. To those who overcome the attack of death, Christ will give the crown of life—the
overcoming strength that is the power of the resurrection life—Rev. 2:10b; Phil. 3:10.

DAY 4
VII. The mighty ones, the overcomers, are the victory of the
overcoming Christ—S. S. 3:7-8:

A. The bed in verse 7 1s for rest and victory in the night, signifying the church age, during
the time of spiritual warfare, signified by the sixty mighty men who surround the bed.

B. Christ's lover is among the sixty mighty men, indicating that she is a leading
overcomer, fighting for Christ in order to keep Him at rest during the fighting.

C. The lover of Christ is the victory of the overcoming Christ, full of the power of the
overcomers among God'’s elect that carries Christ even in times of difficulties—uv. 7.

D. The overcomers are experts in war, fighting with their weapons at the time of
alarms—v. 8; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 6:10-12; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 4.7.

E. “Your neck is like the tower of David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand bucklers
hang on it, / All the shields of the mighty men™—S. S. 4:4:

1. The neck signifies the human will under God; the lover of Christ is beautiful in her having
a will that is submissive to Christ (neck like the tower of David) and that is rich in the
defending power (bucklers and shields of the mighty men).

2. After our will has been subdued, it will be strong in resurrection and like the tower of
David, the armory for the spiritual warfare; the weapons for spiritual warfare are kept in our
subdued and resurrected will—Eph. 6:10; 2 Cor. 10:3-5.

DAY 5

VIIL The mighty ones, the overcomers, are “as beautiful...as Tirzah, / As lovely
as Jerusalem, / As terrible as an army with banners”—S. S. 6:4, 10:

A. When the overcoming lover of Christ becomes one with God to be God's dwelling
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place, in the eyes of God she is as beautiful as Tirzah and as lovely as Jerusalem;
however, to the enemy she is as terrible as an army with banners—uvv. 4, 10.

B. The building of God is always an army; when we become a city to the Lord, we are
an army to the enemy—uv. 4, 10:

1. Building cannot be separated from spiritual warfare; wherever the building is, there is the
battle—Neh. 4.

2. Fighting always accompanies the building, and the building always brings in victory in
battle—Matt. 16:18-19.

C. A terrible army signifies that the mighty ones, the Lord's overcomers, terrify God's
enemy, Satan—S. S. 6:4, 10:

1. Satan is afraid of only one kind of people—those who do not love their soul-life—Rev.
12:11; Matt. 16:25-26.

2. The enemy is frightened by the church that is built up as the city of God—Neh. 6:15-16;
Psa. 102:1216.

3. The demons and the evil angels are terrified of the one new man created by Christ on the
cross—Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 2:14-15.

DAY 6

4. Satan is not afraid of individualistic Christians, even if they number in the thousands, but
is terrified of the church as the Body of Christ, the corporate warrior fighting against him
and his kingdom—Eph. 6:10-20.

IX. The mighty ones, the overcomers, fight the battle in the Body—vv. 10-20:

A. Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body, the new
man—1:22-23; 4:24; 6:13.

B. The whole armor of God is for the Body, not for individuals; only the corporate
warrior can wear the whole armor of God—vv. 13-17.

C. The church is a corporate warrior, and the believers together make up this corporate
warrior; after we have been formed corporately into an army, we will be able to fight
against God's enemy—Num. 36:13; Deut. 1:21; Josh. 1:2-3.
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WEEK 6 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Joel 3:11 Hurry and come, all you surrounding nations, and be gathered. There
cause Your mighty ones to descend, O Jehovah!

Eph. 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.

[The mighty ones] are Christ's overcomers, who will return with Christ as His
army to defeat Antichrist at the battle of Armageddon (Rev. 17:14; 19:11-21) and
who will be His co-kings in the millennium (Matt. 19:28; Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6).
(Joel 3:11, footnote 1)

The armies [in Revelation 19:14] are the called and chosen believers in 17:14 and
those who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb in verse 9, that is, those
who constitute the bride of Christ. (Rev. 19:14, footnote 1)

After the marriage dinner, Christ will come as a fighting General with His bride
(the overcoming believers called to the marriage dinner) as His army to fight
against Antichrist and the kings under him with their armies at Armageddon.
(Rev. 19:11, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

In addition to God's intention, God's will, there is a second intention, a second
will, for now the satanic will is set against God's will. All warfare has its source in
this conflict of wills. Before the satanic will rose up to contradict the divine will,
there was no war in the universe. The controversy in the universe began with the
rebellion of the archangel against God. That rebellion was the beginning of all the
fighting that is now taking place among nations, in society, in the family, and in
individuals. Throughout history there have been wars between nations, groups,

persons, and even within individuals. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 527)
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Why doesn't God Himself cast Satan into the bottomless pit or the lake of fire? Our
answer is: God can do it, but He does not want to do it Himself. We do not know why He
will not do it Himself, but we do know how He is going to do it. God wants to use man
to deal with His enemy, and He created man for this purpose. God wants the creature to
deal with the creature. He wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan
in order to bring the earth back to God. (Watchman Nee, The Glorious Church, p. 10)

The reason we must know the Body, know the ascension, and reign is that we
may have spiritual warfare....The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the
kingdom of God. This is a subject of great significance in the Bible.

The period in which we are living is the time for the people of God to fight for Him on
earth. From the time the Lord Jesus came forth to minister, till the time of His second
coming, all the works the people of God are doing for Him are instances of spiritual
warfare. God's desire is to rescue, through those who belong to Him, the people who
were captured by Satan, and to recover the earth which was usurped by Satan. This
rescuing and recovering is, according to what the Lord has shown us in Matthew 12,
the warfare between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan....Since warfare
exists between the kingdoms of God and Satan, all the spiritual work we are doing for
God, whatever form it may take, as long as it touches the things of the spiritual realm,
is in nature a warfare. (The Experience of Life, pp. 357, 365)

The Bible says that we must repent for the kingdom (Matt. 4:17). The kingdom
of God is actually the exercise of the divine will. When sinners repent for the
kingdom of God, they turn from the side of Satan to the side of God, which is the
kingdom of God, the will of God. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 529)

Although the purpose of God is to bring in His kingdom, His part alone is not
sufficient. He needs the church to work with Him. Through prayer, the church
must release the power of the kingdom of God upon the earth. When the Lord
comes, the kingdom of the world will become the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ (Rev. 11:15). (The Glorious Church, p. 64)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joel, msgs. 2-3; The Experience of Life, ch. 18
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WEEK 6 DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also
Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy
him who has the might of death, that is, the devil.

Col. 2:15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them
openly, triumphing over them in it.

We need to be reminded again and again that our warfare is not against human beings,
but against the evil spirits, the spiritual powers in the heavenlies. The rebellious angels
are the evil spirits in Satan's kingdom. Thus, the warfare between the church and Satan
is a battle between us who love the Lord and who are in His church and the evil powers
in the heavenlies. Apparently it is people of flesh and blood who damage the church.
Actually it is Satan and his evil angels working behind them who cause the damage.
Therefore, we must fight against these spiritual forces. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 534)

The starting point of spiritual warfare is standing upon the victory of Christ; it is
seeing that Christ has already overcome. It is not dealing with Satan, but trusting in
the Lord. It is not hoping that we will win the victory, because the victory has already
been won. The devil can do nothing. (Watchman Nee, The Glorious Church, p. 61)

Today's Reading

“Hermon” [in Song of Songs 4:8] means destruction, which refers to Christ's
victory on the cross. He is the Son of God manifested to destroy all the works of
the devil (1 John 3:8b). We can prevail in all warfare to deal with all the worldly
affairs from the peak of victory. (Watchman Nee, The Song of Songs, p. 67)

In the fullness of the time the Son of God came to become flesh (John 1:14; Rom.
8:3) by being born of a virgin (Gal. 4:4), that He might destroy the devil in man's
flesh through His death in the flesh on the cross....This was to abolish Satan, to
bring him to nought. Hallelujah, Satan has been abolished and done away with!
(Heb. 2:14, footnote 1)
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At the cross...[the Lord's] Spirit as His divinity was made alive, enlivened, with
new power of life, so that in this empowered Spirit as His divinity He made a
proclamation to the fallen angels after His death in the flesh and before His
resurrection. (1 Pet. 3:18, footnote 3)

[This proclamation was] not to preach the good news but to proclaim the victory
achieved by God, that is, that through Christ's death on the cross God destroyed
Satan and his power of darkness (Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:15). (1 Pet. 3:19, footnote 2)

Because of the fall and sin of man, death came in and is now working on earth to
gather all the sinful people into Hades. Thus, death is a collector and Hades is a
keeper. However, the keys of death and of Hades are in the hand of our Savior,
who died and was resurrected. (Rev. 1:18, footnote 2)

Those [in Ephesians 4:8] refers to the redeemed saints, who were taken captive
by Satan before being saved by Christ's death and resurrection. In His ascension
Christ led them captive; that is, He rescued them from Satan's captivity and took
them to Himself. This indicates that He conquered and overcame Satan, who had
captured them by sin and death. (Eph. 4:8, footnote 2)

In Revelation 4 is the scene in the heavens, its center being the throne of God, on
which God sits, ready to execute His universal administration for the fulfillment
of His eternal purpose....[In chapter] 5 is the same scene in the heavens after
Christ ascended there....As the Lion, He is the Fighter against the enemy; as the
Lamb, He is the Redeemer for us. He fought to redeem us, and He won the battle
over the enemy and accomplished redemption for us. To the enemy He is a Lion;
to us He is a Lamb. (Rev. 5:6, footnote 1)

The spiritual warfare is defensive, not offensive, because the Lord Jesus has
already fought the battle and won the victory. The work of the church on the earth
is simply to maintain the Lord's victory. The Lord has already won the battle, and
the church is here to maintain His victory. (The Glorious Church, p. 61)

Further Reading: The Glorious Church, chs. 3-4; Lessons on Prayer, ch. 18
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WEEK 6 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:10 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.

Matt. 16:18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

[In Ephesians 6:10 the word empowered] in Greek has the same root as the word
for power in 1:19. To deal with God's enemy, to fight against the evil forces of
darkness, we need to be empowered with the greatness of the power that raised
Christ from the dead and seated Him in the heavens, far above all the evil spirits
in the air. (Eph. 6:10, footnote 3)

In the spiritual warfare against Satan and his evil kingdom, we can fight only in
the Lord, not in ourselves. Whenever we are in ourselves, we are defeated. (Eph.
6:10, footnote 4)

Today's Reading

We should not think that everyone who is in the churches in the recovery is an
overcomer. But our being in the churches in the recovery will strengthen us and
help us to be matured to be an overcomer. The recovery is the Lord's way to help
us to be the overcomers....In order to be the overcomers, we must conquer all
the destructive chaos and triumph in the unique constructive economy....The
overcomers are those who suffer the chaos, but they are not disappointed or
discouraged. Instead, they are strengthened and enabled to stand for and live out
the divine economy. The satanic chaos is still going on around us in Christendom.
Even within the Lord's recovery, we have experienced this chaos....All of us have
to conquer this destructive chaos. If we are enabled by the Lord to conquer all the
destructive chaos, we will triumphantly enter into the kingdom. We will be those
who triumph in the unique constructive economy.

In 1 Corinthians 15:10 Paul said that the grace of the Lord was with him; in
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Galatians 6:18 he said that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is with our spirit;
and in 2 Timothy 4:22 he said that the Lord is with our spirit. The Lord as the all-
sufficient grace is with our spirit, and we can conquer all the satanic chaos and carry
out the unique divine economy by Him as our all-sufficient grace. (The Satanic
Chaos in the Old Creation and the Divine Economy for the New Creation, pp. 74-76)

Christ as the resurrection has been tested by death and has conquered death,
and Christ as the life remains unchangeable and lasts forever. This is indicated
by Paul's word in 2 Timothy 1:10b that says, “Our Savior Christ Jesus...nullified
death and brought life and incorruption to light through the gospel.”

The Lord Jesus is not only life but also resurrection. By itself, life can only have
existence, but resurrection can withstand any kind of attack, even the attack of
death. Death cannot hold Him because He can conquer death (Acts 2:24). Death
cannot retain Him, because He is not only life—He is also resurrection. Life is the
power to exist, but resurrection is the power to conquer everything that is against
life....Christ as the resurrection is mainly to overcome death and all the things
belonging to death such as blindness, dumbness, deafness, and all kinds of sickness.

According to the Scriptures, death is a great power. When death comes upon a
man, he cannot escape it. Only the Lord Himself as the resurrection can defeat
death. Since He is the resurrection, He can break the power of death. Even Hades
is unable to confine our Lord to the tomb (Rev. 1:18). Because Christ is not only
life but also resurrection, He can deliver all of the dead persons from death. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2898-2899)

A crown in New Testament usage always denotes a prize that is in addition to
salvation....The crown of life, as a prize to those who are faithful unto death in
overcoming persecution, denotes the overcoming strength that is the power of the
resurrection life (Phil. 3:10); it also denotes that these overcomers have attained
to the out-resurrection from the dead (Phil. 3:11), that is, the outstanding
resurrection. (Rev. 2:10, footnote 3)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 218, 282; Life-
study of Matthew, msg. 33
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WEEK 6 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

S.S. 3:7-8 There is Solomon's bed; sixty mighty men surround it, of the mighty
men of Israel. All of them wield the sword and are expert in war; each man has
his sword at his thigh because of the night alarms.

By passing through the adequate process of transformation, the lover of Christ
is worthy to be involved in God's economy, to move with God. She is linked to
God and united with Christ as one. In this union with Christ she is likened to a
bed for rest in the night during the wartime [S.S. 3:7]. Christ cannot have rest
without her....She is among the sixty mighty men, indicating that she is a leading
overcomer, fighting for Christ in order to keep Christ at rest during the night,
even in a time of war. What a comfort and a joy she is to the Lord! In typology
night signifies the church age. In the church age Christ needs the overcomers that
He may have a resting place. (Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, pp. 74-75)

Today's Reading

“Your neck is like the tower of David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand
bucklers hang on it, / All the shields of the mighty men” (S.S. 4:4). Here we have
the beauty in her submissive will to Christ that is rich in the defending power.
(Life-study of Song of Songs, pp. 30-31)

The neck signifies man's will. The Bible speaks of those who walk according
to their self-will, who are stubborn and proud, as stiff-necked ones (Isa.
3:16). Hence, the neck denotes man's will under God. The Lord considers the
submission of man's will as the most beautiful thing in man. In this verse there
are two aspects of a submissive will. First, “your neck is like the tower” [S.S.
4:4]. A tower describes a condition that is opposite to that of a hunchback. Those
whose necks are not straight are hunchbacked. In the Bible, hunchbacks are
bound by Satan to face the earth all the time (Luke 13:11, 16). The neck being
like a tower means that the person is released; there is no bondage of Satan
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and no love for the world. A tower also means strength. The maiden's will has
been strengthened by God to the point that she no longer loves the world and
is no longer affected by Satan. Second, “your neck is like the tower of David.”
This is not an ordinary tower, but the tower of David. In addition to the sense
of strength and deliverance, we also see that the maiden's will has been brought
into complete submission to David. Her strength lies in her submission to Christ,
and her deliverance also lies in her submission to Christ. We should all realize
the importance of being taken captive by Christ.

What is the use of this tower? It is “built for an armory.” This means that spiritual
warfare is fought for the purpose of claiming the will. The armory stored within
the tower signifies the victory of Christ for the preservation of the believers'
will from the enemy's usurpation. However, the weapons are not for attack,
but for defense. Therefore, only bucklers and shields are mentioned. Bucklers
and shields are for protection. “A thousand” means that the number is great.
“Mighty men” denotes strength. In summary, this verse indicates that the maiden
is willing to submit completely to David's will. She is as strong as a tower in
carrying out David's will. She is on guard vigilantly and does not allow the enemy
to usurp her submissive will. (Watchman Nee, The Song of Songs, pp. 61-62)

First of all our will must be subdued; then it must be strong in resurrection. The
natural will must be dealt with, and then we will have a resurrected will. The
crucified and subdued will is just like a flock of goats standing on a mountainside,
but the resurrected will must be like the tower of David built up as an armory.
An armory is a place where weapons for fighting are kept....How poetic the Song
of Songs is! First, our will must be subdued; then it will be resurrected like the
tower of David, the armory for the spiritual warfare. All the weapons for spiritual
warfare are kept in our subdued and resurrected will. (Life and Building as
Portrayed in the Song of Songs, p. 66)

Further Reading: Life-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 4-5, 7; The Song of Songs,
chs. 3-4
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WEEK 6 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

S.S. 6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, as lovely as Jerusalem, as
terrible as an army with banners.

10 Who is this woman who looks forth like the dawn, as beautiful as the moon, as
clear as the sun, as terrible as an army with banners?

Rev. 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because
of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life even unto death.

When the overcoming lover of Christ becomes one with God to be God's dwelling
place, in the eyes of God she is as beautiful as Tirzah and as lovely as Jerusalem.
However, to the enemy she is as terrible as an army with banners. Banners indicate a
readiness to fight and also are a sign that the victory is won. A terrible army signifies
that the overcomers of the Lord terrify God's enemy, Satan, and become terrible in the
eyes of God's people. This army fights the battle for God's kingdom in the degradation
of God's people to become the overcomers who answer the Lord's call....Eventually,
the overcomers will be a bride collectively to marry Christ (Rev. 19:7-9). After their
wedding, this bride will become an army to fight alongside Christ, her Husband, to
defeat Antichrist with all his followers (Rev. 19:11-21). (S.S. 6:4, footnote 2)

Today's Reading

It is not just a matter of defending the kingdom, but also of fighting for the
kingdom....First, there was the armory for the defensive warfare [S.S. 4:4]. But now,
the seeking one has become an army marching in triumphant victory [6:4]. The
Hebrew word army in this verse is in the plural, so some of the better versions say
that she is the hosts, the troops. It is not just one troop, but the many troops with the
banners. She has become such a marvelous fighting army as troops with the victory
banners. We can never separate the building from the spiritual warfare. Wherever
the building is, there is the battle. We all remember the account in Nehemiah: with

2012 Summer Training - Message 6 - Page 15



iR KLU, E—FEL, —F2EH
(E17) o SRATEREN, MileEEK. R
mRftfaERE, MRELEFEFRNFE, X%
BAREERN L. XRFTREN AP GELT 6 & E K
Bo M AE— S, KA FE,

RMNEUNBLE =+ LE_E+F REARABENZ, A
WHEREFLEFWAERANZ, HETK, HESE
BARERT. FlE, #IERNRER, BELZE—
XER. BRANK, A FERE—EH, - HEH
B PTA, ERmFhEbeZeRmER (R
et Ea5&E, LNELET) .

BAERNER, CRXBHER, 4 (B1E) &X
EWW AR, BUEWH K, MR T AW R E
EHER (FA0) o R yEFH, REETF, {2
WEN FRABRSH, RANMRTRERX, X
MW EWAMNE X, Bk, wEAKER, B
HZWNE G NxTRT B EENEN (B4 &
%%, —ZO7) .

EINFEFBW IR, KARWIRRE ERENHE,
RARW I RER, - (¥ AxT) EZWHERTZ
EWAFEN, GRRBAHNEE, GEHARNLZH;
ARSI HANEH, BXEEEHFRESERER, -
BREZETEZN, &, wZETHe, (78 TR
R ATEE T, ) ARNER, EEWENAE
TR TR, AREFEATHNEAET T, %
ZERHINENT, XHEENZHEH ., WERKMNE
THOEAM AR, #EHHHE, KEELAKEL,
T# AT SR (RPWH, ——ZE——7~T) .

Sk BHF Ly Ee 5RE, FA T IE
AL REE, FH. TR

" O——=FEFiIELk - HFRNE-F16m:

one hand the people did the building work, and with the other hand they held the
weapons for battle (Neh. 4:17). While they were building, they were fighting. Fighting
always accompanies the building, and the building always brings in the victory
in the battle. This is the consummation of the Christian life. This is the uttermost
completion that the seeking one of the Lord can attain. She is now a city as an army.

In Ezekiel 37:2-10, we read the same thing. All the dry bones, after being
inbreathed with life, came alive to be built into the habitation of God. And at
the same time they were formed into an army. The building is always an army.
Without an enemy, there is no need to build a city....The city is God's dwelling
place, but it is also the fighting army to the enemy. (Life and Building as
Portrayed in the Song of Songs, pp. 84-85)

An army without banners must be a defeated army. When [the lover] becomes
as beautiful as the moon and as clear as the sun, she is also as terrible as an
army with banners (S.S. 6:10). When she becomes the garden, she is nothing
more than a garden, but when she becomes Tirzah and Jerusalem, something is
built up to show God's beauty and God's loveliness. At that time, God's enemy
trembles because this little country girl has become an army with banners.
(Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, p. 110)

Weapons are the most important thing to an army in battle, whereas the banner
is the most important thing in victory....[Verse 4] indicates that the maiden is
beautiful and comely before the Lord, as solid as the heavenly city and as serene
as the sanctuary. At the same time, she displays the glory of her victory before
the enemy and the world....Believers ought to be lovable and terrible at the same
time. Believers today have lost their loveliness before the Lord, and they have
lost their terribleness before the enemy and the world....The Bible often mentions
the terribleness of the Lord; He is terrible because He is holy. If we maintain our
holiness and victory, we will see the enemy retreating and the world standing
back. (Watchman Nee, The Song of Songs, p. 97)

Further Reading: Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs, chs. 6, 12;
Crystallization-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 7, 12
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WEEK 6 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:10-11 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the
stratagems of the devil.

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Not only is the church the Body, the new man, the bride, the family, the kingdom,
and the dwelling place; the church is also the warrior to fight against God's enemy.
God's enemy, Satan, is terrified of such a church. Satan is not afraid of individualistic
Christians, not even if they number in the thousands. But whenever the believers
come together as the church in the aspect of the Body and in these other aspects,
Satan trembles. By the church in these seven aspects Christ is expressed, the Father
has rest, and the enemy is defeated. May we all see the vision that the church is not
a matter of individual holiness or spirituality. On the contrary, it is a matter of being
built up together as the Body, the new man, the bride, the family, the kingdom, the
dwelling place, and the warrior. As such a church, we defeat the enemy and prepare
the way for the Lord Jesus to come back. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 627)

Today's Reading

The fact that we need to be empowered in the Lord indicates that we cannot fight
the spiritual warfare in ourselves; we can fight only in the Lord and in the might of
His strength. In Ephesians 6:10 Paul refers to power, might, and strength. Firstly,
we are empowered by the power that raised Christ from among the dead and made
Him to be the Head over all things. Then we know God's might and strength.

Ephesians 6:11 opens with the words, “Put on the whole armor of God.” To fight the
spiritual warfare, we need not only the power of the Lord, but also the armor of God.
Our weapons do not avail, but God's armor, even the whole armor of God, does.
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The whole armor of God is for the entire Body, not for any individual member
of the Body. The church is a corporate warrior, and the believers together make
up this unique warrior. Only the corporate warrior can wear the whole armor of
God; no individual believer can. We must fight the spiritual warfare in the Body,
not individually.

In God's economy there is one army constituted of a corporate warrior. This means
that the warrior in Ephesians 6 is a corporate entity. Only as a corporate entity,
the Body, can we put on the whole armor of God. This is contrary to the concept
held by many Christians that an individual believer is able to wear the entire
armor. The armor in Ephesians 6 is not for Christians as individuals; it is for the
church corporately as the Body. What this chapter reveals is not the believers
fighting as individuals, but a corporate army fighting the battle for God's interests
on earth.

Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body, a corporate
entity to fight the battle against God's enemy. No soldier in a modern army would
enter into battle by himself. Rather, he would fight as part of a well-trained and
fully equipped army. After we have been formed corporately into an army, we shall
be able to fight against God's enemy. God's strategy is to use the church as His
army to fight against the enemy. Therefore, it is very dangerous to be isolated from
the army. Only by remaining in the army will we have the necessary protection.

Years ago, the Lord's people regarded spiritual warfare as an individual matter.
But through the years we have seen that it is altogether a matter of the church
as God's corporate army. If you separate yourself from the church, you will be
defeated. Satan's strategy is simply to isolate you from the church as God's army.
It is crucial for us to realize that spiritual warfare is a Body matter. If we realize
this and stay with the church, we shall be victorious. The battle is not for us as
individual believers; it is for the church as God's army. (Life-study of Ephesians,

pp. 531, 815-816)
Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 63, 74, 97
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Seven

Christ Coming Back
as the Real David to Restore His Kingdom

Scripture Reading: Amos 9:11-12; Hosea 3:5; Micah 4:1-5; Rev. 3:7
Outline
DAY 1

I. The prophets spoke of David and Christ as one—Jer. 30:9; Ezek.
34:23-24; 37:24-25; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11:

A. God's response to David in 2 Samuel 7:12 made Christ one with David and with
David's seed.

B. David's house refers to Christ, David's kingdom refers to Christ's kingdom, and
David's throne refers to Christ's throne; the kingdom of David is Christ's kingdom, and
David and Christ have one throne—Isa. 9:7; 16:5; Luke 1:32; Acts 2:29-31.

C. “They will serve Jehovah their God and David their King, whom I will raise up for
them” (Jer. 30:9); this refers to Christ, who is the real David and who will be the King
in the restoration, that is, the millennium—Isa. 32:1; Rev. 20:4, 6.

D. “I will set up over them one Shepherd, My Servant David, and He will feed them; He
will feed them, and He will be their Shepherd...And My Servant David will be a Prince
among them”™—Ezek. 34:23-24:

1. The one Shepherd is Christ, who, as the real David, is the real Shepherd of God's f lock
and the King of God's people—John 10:11; Heb. 13:20; Isa. 9:7; Hosea 3:5; Micah 5:2; Luke
1:32-33.

2. When the Lord Jesus comes as the Shepherd to care for us, He comes also as the
King to govern us; the issue of the Lord's caring for us as our Shepherd is that we obey
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Him as our King and come under His kingship and throne within us—Ezek. 34:23-24;
37:24.

3. In relation to Israel, the prophecy given in Ezekiel 34:23-24 will be fulfilled in the age of
restoration—Micah 4:1-5.

E. “Afterward the children of Israel will return and seek Jehovah their God and David
their King, and they will come with fear to Jehovah and to His goodness in the last
days”—Hosea 3:5:

1. “David their King” is Christ in the millennium.

2. The last days refers to the age of restoration—Matt. 19:28.

DAY 2

II. Christ is not only the Root of David (Rev. 5:5), the seed of David
(Rom. 1:3), and the son of David (Matt. 1:1)—Christ is also the real
David (12:3-4):

A. In keeping with the principle seen in Matthew 12, that Christ is greater than all the

types, greater than all things and persons in the Old Testament that typify Him, Christ
is the greater David—uv. 6, 38-42.

B. The Lord's word in Matthew 12:3-4 implies that He is the real David; David and his
followers are a type of Christ and His disciples.

C. In Matthew 1:6 David is called “the king” because through him, as the conclusion
of one age and the beginning of another age, the kingship was brought in; as the real
David, the greater David, Christ is such a landmark.

DAY 3

II1. “In that day I will raise up / The fallen tabernacle of David, / And
I will wall up its breaches / And raise up its ruins / And build it up as
it was in the days of old”—Amos 9:11:

A. The tabernacle of David is the kingdom and the royal family of David—v. 11; Acts
15:16-18:
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1. In ancient times the royal family and the kingdom were one; David's kingdom was David's royal family.

2. When Nebuchadnezzar burned Jerusalem and destroyed the temple, that was the fall of
the kingdom of David and the royal family of David—2 Kings 25:121.

3. In Amos 9:11 God came in to promise that one day He would raise up “the fallen
tabernacle of David,” that is, restore the fallen kingdom of David; in that day the kingdom of
David and the family of David will be restored, and all the nations will be called by the name
of Jehovah—v. 12.

B. Amos 9:11-12 indicates that Christ will come back to be the real David and will
rebuild, restore, the kingdom of His forefather David for the restoration of the entire
universe; at that time the kingdom of David will become the kingdom of Christ and of
God for eternity—Isa. 9:7; 16:5; Jer. 30:9; Mark 11:10; Rev. 11:15:

1. This prophecy will be fulfilled in the millennial kingdom, in which all the nations will be
called by the name of Jehovah and will belong to God and be God's people—Amos 9:11-12;
Matt. 13:41; Mark 11:10.

DAY 4 & DAY 5

2. The millennial kingdom will have a heavenly part and an earthly part—Matt. 13:41, 43;
Mark 11:10; Luke 1:32-33; Acts 1:6; 2 Sam. 7:12-13:

a. The heavenly part of the millennial kingdom will be the kingdom of the Father, where the
overcomers will reign with Christ as co-kings—Matt. 13:43; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21-22; 20:4, 6.

b. The earthly part of the millennial kingdom will be the kingdom of the Son of Man, the
kingdom of the Messiah, the tabernacle of David—Matt. 13:41; Rev. 11:15; 2 Sam. 7:13; Amos 9:11:

1) This will be the restored nation of Israel, the kingdom of David, for the saved Jews—Acts
1:6; Mark 11:10; Luke 1:32-33; 2 Sam. 7:12-13.

2) In the restored kingdom of David, Christ as the Son of Man, David's royal descendant,
will be the King over the children of Israel—Amos 9:11; Matt. 1:1; 19:28; 25:31.

IV. As those who are living in the church as the kingdom of God
today, we need to know and experience Christ, the real David, as the
One who has the key of David—Rev. 1:4-6; 3:7; Isa. 22:22:

A. David fought for God, established the kingdom, and prepared everything for the
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building of the holy temple; as the one who represented God in establishing His kingdom
on earth, David had a key—the key of God's dominion—1 Chron. 28:1-8; 29:1-9.

B. The key of David is the key of the kingdom, God's key for ruling the universe—Isa.
22:22; Rev. 3:7.

DAY 6

C. The real David is Christ, the One who built the church and established God's kingdom,
in which He exercises full authority to represent God—Matt. 16:18-19; 28:18; Gen. 1:26:

1. In His ascension the resurrected Christ is seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high
as the Leader of the universe, having the authority to rule sovereignly over all things—Acts
2:34-36; 5:31; 10:36; Heb. 1:3, 13.

2. Christ holds the key of David, that which represents God and opens the whole universe
for God—Rev. 3:7.

3. As the One who has the key of David, Christ has the authority to open and shut so that
He may establish God's kingdom, God's dominion, and build up God's dwelling place, God's
temple—Matt. 16:18-19.

4. The ascended Christ has the key of David in order to give the church in Philadelphia, a
type of the recovered church, an opened door so that people can enter the recovered church
to be transformed into pillars in the temple of God and to be built up as God's city, the New
Jerusalem—Rev. 3:7-8, 12.
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WEEK 7 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Jer. 30:9 But they will serve Jehovah their God and David their King, whom I will
raise up for them.

Hosea 3:5 Afterward the children of Israel will return and seek Jehovah their
God and David their King, and they will come with fear to Jehovah and to His
goodness in the last days.

In 2 Samuel 7:12 God was actually telling David that instead of building
something for God, he needed God to build His Son into him. It is a marvelous
fact that eventually David's seed would be called the Son of God (Rom. 1:3).
This indicates the principle of incarnation. Christ is the God-man. As God, He
is the Son of God; as man, He is our seed. If the Son of God is not constituted
into us, we are nothing. The Son of God must become our seed, yet He remains
the Son of God.

In order to work Himself into us, God first became a man through incarnation. As
a man He died for us, and then rose up from among the dead and became the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). This life-giving Spirit is our Savior, who redeemed us
on the cross and who is now saving us in our spirit. He is our Redeemer, Savior,
life, and seed. As such a One, He is now being built, constituted, into us, making
us a part of Him, even as He has made Himself a part of us. (Life-study of 1 & 2

Samuel, pp. 154-155)
Today's Reading

If we read 2 Samuel 7 under God's enlightening, we will see that the seed of David
is Christ. According to verse 7 God will establish David's kingdom, which refers
to Christ's kingdom. This means that the kingdom of David is Christ's kingdom.
The prophets spoke of David and Christ as one. In Hosea 3:5 and Amos 9:11 the
coming of King David refers to Christ's coming.

In 2 Samuel 7:16 God said to David, “Your house and your kingdom will be made
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sure forever before you; your throne will be established forever.” Here “your
kingdom” refers to Christ's kingdom, and “your throne” refers to Christ's throne.
In the Bible David and Christ have one throne. Christ is the real David (Matt.
12:3-6). Eventually, Christ and we become one, for in a very real sense Christ has
become us. He is the Head and we are the Body, and the Head and the Body are
one. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 155-156)

[In Jeremiah 30:9 David their King refers] to Christ, who is the real David (see
note 161 in 2 Sam. 7) and who will be the King in the restoration, that is, the
millennium (Isa. 32:1; Rev. 20:4, 6). David was a type of Christ as the King. (Jer.
30:9, footnote 1)

When the Lord Jesus comes as the Shepherd to care for us, He comes also as the
King to govern us. The issue of the Lord's caring for us as our Shepherd is that
we obey Him as our King and come under His kingship and His throne within us.
(Ezek. 34:24, footnote 1)

Later, as Hosea 3:5 reveals, the children of Israel will return and seek Jehovah and
David their king (Christ in the millennium—Rev. 20:4, 6), and they will come with
fear to Jehovah and to His goodness in the latter days (in the restoration age—
Matt. 19:28). What Hosea did in obedience to God's command regarding Gomer
was a confirmation of what God promised to do regarding Israel. God told Hosea to
love Gomer again as a symbol of His intention to love Israel again. Today Israel is a
Gomer, but the day is coming when God will restore her to Himself. This restoration
will be the result of the manifestation of Christ. Once again I would emphasize
the fact that in the prophetic books four things are covered repeatedly: God's
chastisement on the Jews, God's punishment upon the nations, the manifestation
of Christ, and the restoration. God's chastisement and punishment will issue in
the manifestation of Christ, and the manifestation of Christ will bring in the age of
restoration, the millennial kingdom, which ushers the old and ruined universe into
the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem. If we see these four things,
we will see what a hope we have in Christ. (Life-study of Hosea, p. 23)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 23; Life-study of Hosea, msgs. 3-4
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WEEK 7 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:3-4 But He said to them, Have you not read what David did when he
became hungry, and those who were with him; how he entered into the house of
God, and they ate the bread of the Presence, which was not lawful for him to eat,
nor for those who were with him, except for the priests only?

1:6 And Jesse begot David the king....

Christ is not only the Root of David (Rev. 5:5), the seed of David (Rom. 1:3),
and the Son of David (Matt. 1:1); He is also the real David. In keeping with the
principle seen in Matthew 12, that Christ is greater than all the types, greater
than all things and persons in the Old Testament that typify Him, Christ is the
greater David. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 469)

Today's Reading

When the Pharisees criticized the Lord's disciples for picking ears of grain on the
Sabbath, He said, “Have you not read what David did when he became hungry,
and those who were with him; how he entered into the house of God, and they
ate the bread of the Presence, which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those
who were with him, except for the priests only?” (Matt. 12:3-4). The Lord's
word implies that He is the real David. In ancient times David and his followers,
when rejected, entered into the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence,
seemingly breaking the Levitical law. The real David and His followers were also
rejected and took action to eat, seemingly against the sabbatical regulation. This
indicates that King David was a type of Christ, the real David. David had followers,
and Christ, the real David, also had disciples as His followers. King David, God's
anointed (1 Sam. 16:13), and his followers were rejected by the people, and the real
David, God's Anointed (Heb. 1:9), and His followers were rejected also. Just as
David and his followers were hungry, so Christ and His disciples also were hungry.
Furthermore, neither David and his followers nor Christ and His followers had
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anything to eat, but there was the place where there was something to eat. For
David it was the house of God, and for Christ it was the grainfields. All this implies
that David and his followers were a type, a prefigure, of Christ and His disciples.

The Lord's word in Matthew 12:3 and 4 also implies the dispensational change
from the priesthood to the kingship. The coming of David changed the dispensation
from the age of the priests to the age of the kings, in which the kings were above the
priests. By the coming of Christ the dispensation was also changed, this time from the
age of the law to the age of grace, in which Christ is above all. In Matthew 1:6 David
is called “the king” because through him the kingdom with the kingship was brought
in. He was the landmark of two ages, the conclusion of one age and the beginning of
another age. As the real David, the greater David, Christ is such a One. As typified by
David, Christ is the fighting King, who has won the victory over all enemies, who has
gained the land, and who has prepared all the materials for building up the church as
the temple of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 469-470)

In the age of the priests, the leader of the people should listen to the priest
(Num. 27:21-22). But in the age of the kings, the priest should submit to the
king (1 Sam. 2:35-36). Hence, what King David did with his followers was not
illegal....Whatever [Christ] did was right. The matter of keeping the Sabbath
belonged to the old dispensation of the law. But in the age of grace Christ
has the final word. It is not a matter of the law, but of Christ. Therefore, the
Lord seemed to be saying to the Pharisees, “You shouldn't condemn Me or
My disciples. It is no longer the law that gives the final word, but I, the Christ,
I give you the final word. I am the real King, the real David. I am also the
Christ who has brought in the dispensation of grace. Thus, whatever I say or
do is the final decision.” Supposedly the Pharisees knew the Bible, but here
they clearly lost the case. How strong was the Lord's defense! (Life-study of
Matthew, p. 397)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 44; Life-study of
Matthew, msg. 32
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WEEK 7 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Amos 9:11-12 In that day I will raise up the fallen tabernacle of David, and I will
wall up its breaches and raise up its ruins and build it up as it was in the days of
old; that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations which are
called by My name, declares Jehovah who does this.

This portion of Amos [9:11-12] is quoted by James in Acts 15, when the apostles
and the elders were gathered together to solve the problem of circumcision.

The tabernacle of David is the kingdom and the royal family of David. In ancient
times it was hard to separate the royal family from the kingdom. Actually these two
things are one. David's kingdom was David's royal family. That kingdom, that royal
family, fell when Nebuchadnezzar came to capture the nation of Israel, devastate
the land, burn the city, destroy the temple, and carry off the king. That was the fall
of the kingdom of David and the royal family of David. However, in Amos God came
in to promise that some day He would come back to restore the fallen kingdom of
David. In that day the kingdom of David and the family of David will be restored,
and all the nations will be called by the name of Jehovah. (Life-study of Amos, p. 18)

Today's Reading

This prophecy in Amos [9:11-12] indicates that one day Christ will come back
to be the real David. When Christ comes back, in His last appearing He will
be the real David to restore His kingdom and His royal family. That will be
the millennial kingdom, in which all the nations will be called by the name of
Jehovah, that is, all the nations will belong to God. It was based on this that in
Acts 15 James told the Jewish believers not to be bothered by Peter's and Paul's
going to the Gentiles, because in the restoration all the Gentiles will belong to
God, just like the Jews.

Christ will come and restore the fallen kingdom of David to set up His kingdom
2012 Summer Training - Message 7 - Page 9
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for the restoration of the entire universe. At that time all the nations will become
God's people. This is a great item in Amos's prophecy. (Life-study of Amos, p. 18)

The kingdom of God was only drawing near during the time when John the Baptist and
the Lord Jesus were preaching (Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Luke 10:9). Although the descending
of the Holy Spirit brought in the reality of the kingdom of God on the day of Pentecost
and the church was established (Matt. 16:18-19), the manifestation of the kingdom of
God was yet to come. Therefore, the Lord was resurrected from the dead and ascended
to the heavens to receive the kingdom (Luke 19:12). At the end of the church age, the
Lord will receive the kingdom from God (Dan. 7:13-14) and will come back with the
kingdom of God (Luke 19:15). That will occur after the great tribulation when the
kingdom of the world will become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (Rev.
11:15; 12:10). This will also be the manifestation of the kingdom of God, as unveiled by
the Lord on the Mount of Olives in Matthew 24 and 25. This manifested kingdom of
God is the millennial kingdom in the coming age, comprising the heavenly and earthly
parts....The heavenly part of the millennial kingdom in the coming age, which will be
the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens within the kingdom of God, is called
the kingdom of the Father in Matthew 13:43. All the perfected and overcoming saints
of the Old and the New Testaments will be priests of God and of Christ, and will be co-
kings with Christ for a thousand years (Rev. 20:4, 6) to reign over the nations, the people
in the earthly part of the millennial kingdom (Rev. 2:26-27). Daniel 12:2-3 tells us that
after being raised up from among the dead, the wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars. This
word resembles that in Matthew 13:43, which says that the righteous shall shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. What is mentioned in Daniel refers also to the
heavenly part of the millennial kingdom. (Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 2, pp. 164-165)

Further Reading: Life-study of Amos, msg. 3; Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 2,
Isn. 23; Life-study of Jeremiah, msg. 20
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WEEK 7 DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father....

25:31 But when the Son of Man comes in His glory and all the angels with Him,
at that time He will sit on the throne of His glory.

In the millennial kingdom there will be three peoples. The first are the
overcoming saints, including the overcoming saints of both the Old Testament
and the New Testament. These overcoming saints will be co-kings of Christ.
Christ is the highest King, and we shall be His sub-kings. Therefore, the upper
section is the royal portion of the millennium. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 648)

Today's Reading

The second group, found in the lower section, is the preserved and proper Jews,
who will be saved at the time of the Lord's coming back. According to Zechariah
12:10-14, these Jews will look on Him whom they have pierced, and then they will
repent. These are the Jews who will be the third part who will pass through fire and
be refined (Zech. 13:9). These saved Jews will enter into the millennium as priests
and will teach the nations to seek God and to know Him. Isaiah 2:2-3 will be fulfilled
at that time. Verse 3 says, “ And many peoples will come and say, / Come and let
us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, / To the house of the God of Jacob, / That He
may instruct us in His ways, / And that we may walk in His paths. / For from Zion
will go forth instruction, / And the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem.” The nations
will learn of God through the instruction of the Jews, who will be priests. Isaiah 61:6
clearly says, “But you will be called the priests of Jehovah; / People will speak of you
as the ministers of our God.” This word will also be fulfilled during the millennium,
when the nations will recognize the Jews as God's priests.

Zechariah 8:23 says, “...In those days, from all the languages of the nations,
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MRy WFIE AT E AT H K, HE-MA
AR, W, RMNESEMBEE, EHRAF LA
SURMIAET . | IFRAFEMAANZZRM,
A ERHHAALERD, PGAE T MAK—TR
PHX, AE-MAAR, THHIRIARH, &
MEZGRHT, BARMNTAHRERT . RITEL
FUrE e, ERRINFNE, FERFRIWAR
Fo | EABLETF, RAASZE RS KL,

THEEME=FA, HEGA-THEH HF],
KMNEEEN, RLRFZLETHEE, RANE
WE R, ATFEH T RIS, REFNATHEE,
X K TWEHF, EEEEERAA, FLEZER
ANEBTE, nEERTWIEL, BERAAT
EERBTE, IREATHEFRRLE, 41T
TTEETATHHALHKE. KATWKETEE
BT, ETFEXKEN, 2EEEFRERTHKE.
ATWKERERIHE, £RMTLE, WYLHFE
AZETRTHE (16) , XAZHERETFEN
Ti#a, REATWERRRIWE, FENFHK
FEATHFEN LmAL, ERIANEAATARKE
ETEE T 3w

FREXUERRRAFNGS, FER2RLE, $X4
MR REMLET 218 LnwHg, BLETEET
ML, RepEHLETERE, BUEHELT,
BUEHTR (BETREMEE, tEAEHEAT) .

BRASAADENNE, EEEMNERAT, X
TEENHRE, EEUEIANTE (ZEFWELRE
7]1\_9 //EH—DT> o

S EARENERE, FETNR,

" O——=FEFiILK - FmEFE-F 12 ;!

ten men will take hold, indeed, they will take hold of the skirt of a Jewish
man, saying, Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.”
This verse indicates that every Jew will be precious. At that time the
number of the saved Jews will be so small that ten people out of one nation
will take hold of a Jew and say, “Help us to know God. We want to be
taught by you because we have heard that God has blessed you. We want to
share your blessing. Tell us about God and teach us how to worship Him.”
In those days the Jews will be warmly welcomed.

The third group of people in the millennial kingdom will be the “sheep” of Matthew
25. We have seen that these “sheep” will be transferred into the millennial kingdom
to become the citizens there. In the lower section of the millennium, called the
kingdom of the Son of Man, Jesus as the seed of David will be King over the Jews
and, through the Jews, over all the nations. He will be on the throne of David to be
the King over all nations through the Jews. This is the kingdom of the Son of Man
and the kingdom of the Messiah; it is also the tabernacle of David spoken of in Acts
15:16. The tabernacle of David has fallen. But when the millennium comes, Christ
will again erect the tabernacle of David. The tabernacle of David is the kingdom of
David. In 2 Samuel 7 God promised to establish David's kingdom forever (v. 16). This
everlasting kingdom will be the lower part of the millennium, the kingdom of the Son
of Man and of the Messiah. The kingly overcomers will be in the upper part of the
millennium, and the priestly Jews and the citizens will be in the lower part.

It is a great help to be clear about these matters. If you understand them, then as
you read the Bible, you will know which verses refer to the upper part and which
verses to the lower part. You will know which verses refer to the kings, which to
the priests, and which to the nations. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 648-650)

In the earthly part is the restored kingdom of David, where Christ as the Son of
Man, David's royal descendant, will be the King over the children of Israel. (The
Basic Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, p. 96)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 56; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 427
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WEEK 7 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Isa. 22:22 And I will set the key of the house of David upon his shoulder—when
he opens, no one will shut; when he shuts, no one will open.

Rev. 3:7 ...These things says the Holy One, the true One, the One who has the key
of David, the One who opens and no one will shut, and shuts and no one opens.

1:6 And made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father...

The kingdom of a thousand years is different from the New Testament church. There
are no Old Testament saints in the church age, but in the kingdom of a thousand
years, the overcoming Old Testament saints are present with the overcoming New
Testament saints. The kingdom of a thousand years includes Old Testament saints
such as Abraham, Noah, Moses, David, and Elijah. These were some of the ones who
were overcoming in the Old Testament times. (The Apostles' Teaching, p. 127)

Today's Reading

Just before the Lord was transfigured on the mount, He told His disciples, “There
are some of those standing here who shall by no means taste death until they see the
Son of Man coming in His kingdom” (Matt. 16:28). This was fulfilled by the Lord's
transfiguration on the mountain (17:1-3), which was His “coming in His kingdom.”
It was seen by His three disciples, Peter, James, and John. Furthermore, Moses and
Elijah were there conversing with the Lord. His transfiguration there prefigured
the coming kingdom. Moses and Elijah represent the Old Testament overcomers
who will be in the manifestation of the kingdom, whereas Peter, James, and John
represent the New Testament overcomers. The ones selected to reign as kings in
the kingdom of a thousand years will be the overcomers, the perfected ones....In
the church age, God works Himself into man....The coming kingdom age will be the
result of God's work in the church age. (The Apostles' Teaching, pp. 127-128)

The all-inclusive Christ, as typified by Eliakim [in Isaiah 22], is also the One upon
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whose shoulder the key of (the treasury of) the house of God (typified by the house
of David for the building up of the kingdom of God) is set (Isa. 22:22; Rev. 3:7). The
house of David was for the establishment of the kingdom of David, and the house of
God is for the establishment of the kingdom of God. Second Samuel 7:16 indicates
that David's house was for his kingdom. Today God's house is for God's kingdom. The
church is God's house (1 Tim. 3:15), and the church is also the kingdom of God (Matt.
16:18-19; Rom. 14:17). The kingdom of God is not that evident today because the
house of God has not been strongly and adequately built up. When the church as the
house of God is adequately built up, the church is manifested as the kingdom of God.

Christ today holds the key of this house, this kingdom. Isaiah 22:22 says that
Jehovah would set the key of the house of David upon Eliakim's shoulder. It
does not say that Eliakim holds the key but that the key is set upon his shoulder.
This expression indicates that this key is a great key. A small key is merely held
by someone; it is not put upon his shoulder. The key that God has put on the
shoulder of Christ is a great one. Such a big key indicates that the door which it
opens is big and thick. Such a door would be a stronghold to protect and keep the
treasures of the house of God.

The key is for the keeping of the treasures of the house of God. The treasures today
in the house of God are all the riches of Christ. (Life-study of Isaiah, pp. 292-293)

The fulfillment of this prophecy [in Isaiah 22:22] is confirmed in Revelation 3:7,
because the Lord calls Himself “the Holy One, the true One, the One who has
the key of David, the One who opens and no one will shut, and shuts and no one
opens.” David fought for God, established the kingdom, and prepared everything
for the building of the holy temple. Christ the King-Savior is the real David (Matt.
12:3). (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, p. 110)

Further Reading: The Apostles' Teaching, ch. 11; Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 42;
Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures, vol. 6, ch. 60
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WEEK 7 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Rev. 3:12 He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of
My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends
out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

According to Genesis 1, when God created man, He gave him dominion over
all creatures. This indicates that in God's intention man is to be the power
representing God on earth. Due to the fall, however, man lost this power and has
never fully recovered it. The key held by David is the key of God's dominion. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 413)

Today's Reading

God's dominion includes the entire universe, especially mankind. This dominion has
a key that is possessed by the person [David] who fought the battle for the kingdom
and who made preparations for the building of the temple....David represented God
in establishing God's kingdom on earth. Hence, he had the key of God's dominion
in the universe. David, however, was just a type, not the reality. The real David is
Christ, the greater David. He is the One who built God's temple, the church, and
established God's kingdom. Therefore, in the church today, which is both a house and
a kingdom, we have God's expression and representation. As the greater David, Christ
has built up the house of God, the real temple, and He has set up the kingdom of God,
the dominion in which He exercises full authority to represent God. Therefore, he
holds the key of David..., [which] is something representing God to open the whole
universe for God. This is the key of David held by Christ. The fact that Christ has the
key of David signifies that Christ is the center of God's economy. He is the One who
expresses God and represents Him, the One who holds the key to open everything in
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God's dominion....Because the universal key, the key of God's economy, is in His hand,
He opens and shuts. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 413)

As the One who has the key of David and who opens and no one will shut, the Lord
has given the recovered church an opened door, which no one can shut. Since the
recovery of the proper church life began, in the early part of the nineteenth century,
until now, a door has always been opened wide to the Lord's recovery....In spite of
much opposition, today the door is open worldwide. The key is in the hand of the
Head of the church; it is not in the hand of the opposers. (Rev. 3:8, footnote 1)

The doors are increasingly open to the recovery, and the key is in His
hand....Although many opposers rose up against His recovery and tried their
best to shut the door, Christ nevertheless is the One who has the key of David.
What He opens no one will shut, and what He shuts no one will open. Today we
should praise the Lord for the door open worldwide. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 4203)

The resurrected Christ in His ascension is seated at the right hand of the Majesty
on high (Matt. 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42-43; Acts 2:34-35; Heb. 1:13), as
the Leader of the universe (Acts 2:36; 5:31; 10:36), having the authority to rule
sovereignly over all things. Therefore, the key of David is the key of the kingdom,
God's key for ruling the universe. Christ holds the key of David; He has authority
to open and shut in order to establish God's kingdom, God's dominion, and to
build up God's dwelling, God's temple.

According to Revelation 3 the ascended Christ has the key of David in order to
give the church in Philadelphia, a type of the recovered church, an opened door
so that people can enter the recovered church to be transformed into pillars in
the temple of God and to be built up as God's city, the New Jerusalem (vv. 7-8, 12).
(Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, p. 110)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 39, 412; Truth
Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, Isn. 10
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Eight
The Greater Jonah

Scripture Reading: Jonah 1:1-2, 17; 2:10; 3:2; 4:11; Matt. 12:38-41

Outline
DAY 1

I. As a prophet, Jonah is a type of Christ, the greater Jonah, in His death,
burial, and resurrection—Jonah 1:17; 2:10; Matt. 12:3841:

A. Through His death on the cross Christ nullified death and destroyed the devil, who
has the might of death—2 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:14:

1. Christ nullified death, bringing it to naught, doing away with it, abolishing it, annulling
it—2 Tim. 1:10.

2. In Genesis 3:15 God promised that the seed of the woman would bruise the head of the
serpent; in the fullness of the time the Son of God came to become flesh by being born of a
virgin so that on the cross He might destroy the devil, bringing him to naught—Rom. 8:3;
Gal. 4:4; John 3:14; 12:31.

DAY 2

3. In His work on the cross Christ caused the rulers and the authorities to be stripped off, to
be made a display of openly, and to be triumphed over in the cross by God—Col. 2:15.

4. Matthew 27:51-53 describes the effectiveness of the Lord's devil-destroying crucifixion:

a. “The veil of the temple was split in two from top to bottom” (v. 51a); this signifies that the
separation between God and man has been abolished because the flesh of sin (the flesh being
signified by the veil) taken by Christ in its likeness (Rom. 8:3) has been crucified (Heb. 10:20).

b. “The earth was shaken” (Matt. 27:51b); this signifies that the base of Satan's rebellion
was shaken.
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c. “The rocks were split” (v. 51¢); this signifies that the strongholds of Satan's earthly
kingdom were broken.

d. “The tombs were opened” (v. 52a); this signifies that the power of death and Hades was
conquered and subdued.

e. “Many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised” (v. 52b); this signifies the
releasing power of the death of Christ.

B. After Christ was buried, He went in the Spirit as His divinity to the spirits in prison
(the rebellious angels) to proclaim God's victory, through His incarnation in Christ and
Christ's death in the flesh, over Satan's scheme to derange the divine plan—1 Pet. 3:18-19;
Matt. 12:40; Eph. 4:9:

1. While the Lord Jesus was being put to death in the flesh, His Spirit as His divinity was

made alive, enlivened, with new power of life, so that in this empowered Spirit He made
proclamation to the fallen angels after His death and before His resurrection—1 Pet. 3:18-19.

2. Christ proclaimed the victory achieved by God, that is, that through Christ's death on the
cross God destroyed Satan and his power of darkness—John 12:31; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14.

DAY 3

C. The resurrected Christ is the living One; He is “living forever and ever” and has “the
keys of death and of Hades”™—Rev. 1:18:

1. The Lord Jesus entered into death, but death could not hold Him, because He is the
resurrection; Christ died, but in resurrection He, the living One, will exist forever and ever—
Acts 2:24; John 11:25.

2. Christ's resurrection was His victory over death, Satan, Hades, and the grave, and the keys
of death and of Hades are now in His hand; death is subject to Him, and Hades is under His
control—Rev. 1:18.

3. In the church life today we are no longer subject to death and Hades, for Christ
nullified death on the cross and overcame Hades in His resurrection—2 Tim. 1:10;
Acts 2:24.

DAY 4 & DAY 5
D. The unique sign given by God is “the sign of Jonah the prophet”—the sign of the
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crucified and resurrected Christ—Matt. 12:38-41:

1. After the prophet Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days, he came out to
become a sign to that generation for repentance—Jonah 1:2, 17; 3:2-10.

2. Jonah is a type of Christ, who would turn from Israel to the Gentiles and who would be
buried in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights and then be resurrected,
becoming a sign to this generation for salvation—Matt. 12:40-41.

3. As the One greater than Jonah, Christ in resurrection is the unique sign for today—
vv. 38-41.

II. Jonah is a type of Christ announcing the gospel of peace—Jonah
1:1-23 3:2:

A. In Hebrew the name Jonah means “dove,” indicating that God wanted Jonah to go

out like a dove to preach the gospel of peace; thus, Jonah typifies Christ preaching the
gospel of peace to the Gentiles—Matt. 12:41.

B. Christ Himself is peace, on the cross Christ made peace, and in resurrection Christ
came to announce peace as the gospel—Eph. 2:13-17.

DAY 6

C. Christ came forth from Hades in resurrection, and in resurrection He became the life-
giving Spirit for the preaching, the spreading, of the gospel to all the Gentile nations, as
seen in the book of Acts—2:27a; Eph. 4:9; 1 Cor. 15:45b.

D. In His resurrection Christ, as the greater Jonah, prepared and charged His disciples
to preach the gospel and disciple the nations for His propagation so that the church
may be produced—Matt. 28:18-19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48.

I11. The book of Jonah indicates particularly that God is not the God only of a
certain people; He is the God of all peoples—1:2; 4:11; Rom. 3:29:

A. The Jews thought that they were the unique people of God; they considered
themselves the firstborn son with the right to be the first to enjoy all that is of God—Exo.
4:22; Luke 15:11-32.

2012 Summer Training - Message 8 - Page 3



=, AEFRAAMAHLEREGORE, RARIMA, OFZR
KA, RTEAERKBTZZHHA—KR=—28~ 32,
#+=45~48, $+-—11, 17, 25,

BR8N, SAQERRRBE, RQRRMEIE—E
’}F%é@kﬁ’ Vif’%’ﬁ"@:ﬁ-, 75'?%“?!51——‘1'\«2, M 11,

W, R BLRREEENGT] (REFYFR) #FE (4
G e —H—4) x4F, FHROKBEVE R LA
BA—K=N\19, #£—8, #=16, B==1T,

—OoO——HFEFLK- H)I\FRE-5F4:!

B. Because the Jews responded to God wrongly, the Gentiles, not the Jews, became
the first to enjoy God in His salvation—Matt. 21:18-32; Acts 13:45-48; Rom. 11:11,

17, 25.
C. The book of Jonah indicates that while God was angry with Assyria, He would still be
gracious and compassionate toward a great and sinful city such as Nineveh—1:1-2; 4:11.

D. God's economy is to do things through Israel, His suffering people, and the nations,
the consuming “locusts” (Joel 1:4), to extend His salvation to all the peoples on earth—
Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8; John 3:16; Rev. 22:17.
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WEEK 8 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also
Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy
him who has the might of death, that is, the devil.

2 Tim. 1:10 ...Our Savior Christ Jesus, who nullified death and brought life and
incorruption to light through the gospel.

In Matthew 12:38-41 Christ is unveiled as the One greater than Jonah. When the
scribes and Pharisees asked for a sign, the Lord Jesus said that no sign would
be given “except the sign of Jonah the prophet” (v. 39). As a prophet, Jonah is a
type of Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2799)

Today's Reading

Since the Lord destroyed the devil, who has the might of death, we who were held
in slavery through the fear of death have been released by Him. Death reigned
over us (Rom. 5:14), and we were under its slavery, continually fearing death.
Since the Lord destroyed the devil and nullified death (2 Tim. 1:10), we now have
no more fear of death and are released from its slavery. (Heb. 2:15, footnote 1)

Due to the sin of Adam, the head of the old creation, everything is under death.
In His work on the cross Christ tasted this death, a death on behalf of everything.
This is the reason we say that Christ's death was an all-inclusive death....In 2
Timothy 1:10 Paul tells us that through His work in His death Christ nullified
death. The Greek word translated “nullified” also means make of none effect, bring
to naught, do away with, abolish, annul, discard. Through His devil-destroying
death, Christ nullified death, making it of none effect. To nullify death does not
mean to remove death but to make it of no effect. Death will not be removed until
it is cast into the lake of fire after the millennium (Rev. 20:14). Death will be the
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last enemy destroyed by the Lord (1 Cor. 15:26). Although death has not yet been
removed, it is nonetheless a fact that it has been nullified through Christ's death
on the cross. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 773-774)

The seed of the woman is the incarnated Jesus Christ, who as the very God
was born of the virgin Mary to be a man, as prophesied in Isaiah 7:14, fulfilled
in Matthew 1:23, and confirmed in Galatians 4:4. Thus, the promise here
indicates that God Himself would come to be a human seed to bruise the head
of the damaging serpent. Ultimately, the seed of the woman is enlarged to
include the overcoming believers, the stronger part of God's people, signified
by the man-child in Revelation 12:5 (see footnote 2 there). The man-child, the
corporate seed of the woman, includes the Lord Jesus, the individual seed of
the woman. Psalm 2:8-9, Revelation 2:26-27, and Revelation 12:5 indicate
that the Lord Jesus as God's Anointed, the overcomers in the churches, and
the man-child will rule the nations with an iron rod, thus proving that the
Lord Jesus, the overcomers, and the man-child are one. The Lord as the
leading Overcomer (Rev. 3:21) is the Head, center, reality, life, and nature of
the man-child, and the man-child as the following overcomers is the Lord's
Body. (Gen. 3:15, footnote 3)

The bruising of the serpent's head by the seed of the woman is the destroying of
Satan, the one who has the might of death, by the Lord Jesus through His death
on the cross (Heb. 2:14 and footnote; 1 John 3:8). While the Lord was destroying
the serpent on the cross, the serpent bruised His heel, that is, wounded Him by
nailing His feet to the cross (Psa. 22:16).

Through the Lord's death on the cross, Satan, the old serpent, was judged, cast
out (John 12:31; 16:11). That judgment will ultimately be carried out by the
overcomers as the man-child, the corporate seed of the woman (Rev. 12:9 and
footnote 1). (Gen. 3:15, footnote 4)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 270; Life-study of
Genesis, msgs. 19-20
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WEEK 8 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them
openly, triumphing over them in it.

1 Pet. 3:18-19 For Christ also has suffered once for sins...on the one hand being
put to death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the Spirit; in which also
He went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison.

[In Colossians 2:15] we see that in His work on the cross Christ caused the rulers and
authorities to be stripped off, to be made a display of openly, and to be triumphed over
in the cross by God. The rulers and authorities spoken of in this verse are the angelic
rulers and authorities. The Greek word for “stripping off” can also be rendered “putting
off.” The Greek word for “make a display” means show or exhibit in the sense of putting
to an open shame. God openly shamed the evil angelic rulers and authorities on the
cross and triumphed over them in it. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 774)

Today's Reading

[Matthew 27:51-56] reveals the effect of Christ's crucifixion. Verse 51 says, “And
behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from top to bottom.” This signifies
that the separation between God and man was abolished, because the flesh (signified
by the veil) of sin taken by Christ (Rom. 8:3) had been crucified (Heb. 10:20). The
words “from top to bottom” indicate that the rending of the veil was God's doing
from above. Because sin had been judged and the flesh of sin had been crucified,
the separation between God and man was taken away. Now the way to enter into
the presence of God is open for us. What a wonderful effect of the Lord's death!
His death was not martyrdom; it was an act of redemption....Matthew 27:51 also
says that “the earth was shaken and the rocks were split.” The shaking of the earth
signifies that the base of Satan's rebellion has been shaken, and the splitting of the
rocks signifies that the strongholds of Satan's earthly kingdom have been broken.
Hallelujah, the Lord's death tore the veil, shook the base of Satan's rebellion, and
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broke the strongholds of Satan's kingdom! What a death! Praise the Lord for His
death! Because God's righteousness was fully satisfied, Christ's death could be so
effective....Verses 52 and 53 say, “And the tombs were opened, and many bodies
of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And they came out of the tombs
after His resurrection and entered into the holy city and appeared to many.”
The opening of the tombs signifies that the power of death and Hades has been
conquered and subdued, and the raising of the bodies of the saints signifies the
releasing power of the death of Christ. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 812-813)

[The Spirit in 1 Peter 3:18 refers] not [to] the Holy Spirit, but [to] the Spirit [as
the essence of Christ's divinity (Rom. 1:4; cf. John 4:24a)]....The crucifixion only
put Christ to death in His flesh, which He received through His incarnation (John
1:14), not in His Spirit [as His divinity]. His Spirit did not die at the cross when
His flesh did. His Spirit was rather made alive, enlivened, with new power of life,
so that in this empowered Spirit He made a proclamation to the fallen angels
after His death in the flesh and before His resurrection.

After His death in the flesh, Christ in His living Spirit went (probably to the
abyss—Rom. 10:7) to these rebellious angels to proclaim, perhaps, God's victory
through His incarnation in Christ and Christ's death in the flesh, over Satan's
scheme to derange the divine plan.

Christ did not preach the gospel to the spirits in prison; He made a proclamation
to them. He proclaimed to those rebellious angels God's victory over Satan
through Christ's incarnation and death. At that time, Christ had not yet been
resurrected. It was after His death that He went to that particular place, in His
empowered Spirit, to proclaim Christ's victory. Perhaps He said, “You angels
followed Satan to rebel against God. But through My incarnation and death, your
leader, Satan, has been conquered.” This proclamation is a shame to Satan and
his followers, but it is a glory to God. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 217-219)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 72; Life-study of 1
Peter, msg. 24
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WEEK 8 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it
was not possible for Him to be held by it.

Rev. 1:18 And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever
and ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades.

In Revelation 1:18 we see that the Lord is “the living One,” the One who “became
dead” and who is “living forever and ever.” The Lord suffered death and lived
again. He entered into death, but death could not hold Him (Acts 2:24), because
He is the resurrection (John 11:25). Christ died, but in resurrection He will live
forever. Resurrection is the lengthening of the Lord's days. He will exist forever
and ever in His resurrection. Jesus Christ today is the living One, the One who
is in resurrection. For Christ to dispense life, He must be the living One since a
dead person can never dispense life to others.

The importance of His being the living One is that He is living in us. He is living
forever and is living in us. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4153)

Today's Reading

[The Lord] wants us to leave every kind of death and rise up to be the living
church. The living One within us can never be dead. His church should be neither
dead nor deadened; instead, His church must be living all the time. We must
learn to enjoy Christ as the living One. His living forever is His testimony, for the
testimony of Jesus is always related to the matter of being living. If a local church
is not living, it will not have the testimony of Jesus. The more living we are, the
more we are the testimony of the living Jesus.

We have a living Christ who has overcome death. Our Christ, who is the
resurrected One, is living in us and among us. He is living forever and ever. What
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a living Christ we have in the recovery! In the recovery all the churches should be
as living as Christ, full of life and overcoming death.

In Revelation 1:18 the Lord also says, “I have the keys of death and of Hades.”
Due to the fall and sin of man, death came in and is now working on earth to
gather up all the sinful people into Hades. Death resembles a dustpan used to
collect the dust from the floor, and Hades resembles a trash can. Whatever the
dustpan collects is put into the trash can. Thus, death is a collector, and Hades is
a keeper. In the church life today we are no longer subject to death and Hades,
for Christ abolished death on the cross and overcame Hades in His resurrection.
Although Hades tried its best to hold Him, it was powerless to do it (Acts 2:24).
With Him, death has no sting and Hades has no power. We must be the same
as Christ. In the church life the keys of death and Hades are in His hand. It is
impossible for us to deal with death; we simply do not have the ability to handle
it. Whenever death enters, it will deaden many. But as long as we give the Lord
Jesus the ground, the opportunity, and the free way to move and act among us,
both death and Hades will be under His control. However, whenever the Lord
Jesus does not have the ground in the church, death immediately becomes
prevailing and Hades becomes powerful to hold the dead ones. We should praise
the Lord that Christ has the keys of death and of Hades. Death is subject to Him,
and Hades is under His control.

Christ's resurrection was also His victory over death, Satan, Hades, and the grave
(2:24)....Christ, the Son of Man, was not only vindicated by God and was proved to
be a success in His achievements, but He was victorious over death, Satan, Hades,
and the grave, all of which are a great concern and trouble to us. The Son of Man
overcame death and destroyed Satan (Heb. 2:14). The keys of death and of Hades
are now in His hand (Rev. 1:18), and He is victorious over the grave. Such a Christ
is walking in the midst of all the local churches in His recovery, taking care of them
as the golden lampstands. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4153-4156)
Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 364, 407
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WEEK 8 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:39 But He answered and said to them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, and a sign shall not be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet.

41 Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold,
something more than Jonah is here.

Because the Pharisees could not argue with the Lord Jesus, they changed the
subject seemingly from the negative side to the positive side. Matthew 12:38 says,
“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, Teacher, we want
to see a sign from You.” Because they could not defeat the Lord Jesus by arguing,
to save face they changed the subject from one thing to another; they asked the
Lord for a sign. This was a subtle proposal. A sign is a miracle with some spiritual
significance. The Jews always seek for signs (1 Cor. 1:22). Once again this gave
the Lord the opportunity to reveal to the whole universe something further
concerning Himself. (Life-study of Matthew, p. 417)

Today's Reading

If you had been one of those Pharisees, would you not have been bothered by the
Lord's reply [in Matthew 12:39]? The Pharisees seemed to be saying, “We want
you to show us a sign, and you call us an evil and adulterous generation. Before
this, you called us a brood of vipers. We recognize that you are a good teacher.
Teacher, show us a sign. Show us a miracle with some significance.” The Lord
Jesus seemed to say, “Yes, you will see a sign. Although you are not an honest
generation nor a pure generation, but an evil and adulterous generation, there is
a sign for you—the sign of Jonah.”

The Lord Jesus proceeded to tell them the significance of the sign of Jonah. In verse 40
He said, “For just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, so
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will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.” This was to
be a very meaningful sign to them. “The heart of the earth” is called the lower parts of the
earth (Eph. 4:9) and Hades (Acts 2:27), where the Lord went after His death. Hades, equal
to Sheol in the Old Testament, has two sections: the section of torment and the section of
comfort (Luke 16:23-26). The section of comfort is paradise, where the Lord went with the
saved thief after they died (Luke 23:43). Hence, the heart of the earth, the lower parts of
the earth, Hades, and paradise are synonymous terms, referring to the one place where the
Lord stayed for three days and three nights after His death and before His resurrection.

In Matthew 12:41 the Lord continued, “Ninevite men will stand up in the
judgment with this generation and will condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and behold, something more than Jonah is here.” The Greek
word rendered more in verses 41 and 42 is pleion, meaning better in quality and
larger in quantity; hence, more. It differs from meizon, the word for greater in
verse 6, which means greater in external size or measure....[Christ was] buried in
the heart of the earth for three days and then [He] resurrected, becoming a sign
to this generation for salvation.

In verse 41 the Lord seemed to be saying, “The Ninevites repented because of the
sign of Jonah. Yet you, an evil and adulterous generation, which will see such a
sign as that of the Son of Man buried in the heart of the earth for three days and
three nights, will not repent.” The Lord's word in verses 40 and 41 was not an
ordinary word; it was a prediction. Before the Lord was buried in the heart of the
earth, He prophesied in this way, telling the Pharisees that He would be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. I believe that the Lord Jesus told
them this in His mercy. He seemed to say, “I give you a prediction of My death
and burial. This shall be a sign to you, just as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites
that caused them all to repent. I predict this now so that when you see it, you may
repent.” (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 417-419)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 34; Christ versus Religion, ch. 3
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WEEK 8 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:15 Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances,
that He might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace.

17 And coming, He announced peace as the gospel to you who were far off, and
peace to those who were near.

[In Matthew 12] the religious people came to the Lord Jesus asking for a sign, a
miracle. They wanted Him to perform a miracle to prove that He was of God. He
answered them in this way: “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and
a sign shall not be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet” (12:39). Jonah
was a prophet who spent three days and three nights buried within a great fish in
the waters of death. After three days he came out. This was a type of the crucifixion
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus indicated to the religious people
that their generation would see no sign except the unique sign of the crucified and
resurrected Christ....The sign that is needed today is not a wonder or a miracle; it is
the sign of a crucified and resurrected person. (The Kingdom, p. 227)

Today's Reading

As the One greater than Jonah, Christ preaches glad tidings to the nations....[In
Matthew 12:41] we see that Christ, as the Prophet sent by God to His people (Deut.
18:15, 18), is greater than Jonah the prophet. Jonah turned from Israel to the
Gentiles and was put into the belly of the great fish. After he had remained there
for three days and three nights, he came out to be a sign to that generation for
repentance (Jonah 1:2, 17; 3:2-10). This was a type of Christ, who would turn from
Israel to the Gentiles....As the One greater than Jonah, Christ in resurrection is
the unique sign for today. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2800)

Among the books of the Minor Prophets, Jonah stands alone....Jonah 1:1-2 is
the introductory word to this book....Jonah in Hebrew means “dove” (v. 1). This

signifies that God wanted Jonah to go out as a dove to preach the gospel of peace.
2012 Summer Training - Message 8 - Page 13
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The central thought of the book of Jonah is that God cared for and saved even
the most evil Gentiles in His pity on men and cattle....In the book of Jonah,
the revelation concerning Christ is in Jonah's being a type of Christ....Christ is
revealed in Jonah's typifying Christ preaching the gospel of peace to the Gentiles
(3:2; Matt. 12:41). Jonah was a prophet who turned from Israel to the Gentiles.
In this he was a type of Christ, who turned from Israel to the Gentiles (Luke 4:25-
27; Matt. 21:43). (Life-study of Jonah, pp. 1-2)

Speaking of Christ, [Ephesians] 2:14 says, “He Himself is our peace.” The word
our refers to both Jewish and Gentile believers. Through the blood of Christ
we have been brought near both to God and to God's people. Christ, who has
accomplished full redemption for both Jewish and Gentile believers, is Himself
our peace, our harmony, in that He made both one. Due to the fall of mankind
and the call of the chosen race, there was a separation between Israel and the
Gentiles. Through Christ's redemption, this separation has been removed. Now
the two are one in the redeeming Christ, who is the bond of oneness.

At present, there is still a separation between Israel and the rest of mankind. But
according to God's economy, this separation has already been removed. In the
eyes of God, it was taken away by the redemption of Christ on the cross. Now the
Christ who has removed this separation is the bond of peace between Israel and
the Gentiles. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 197)

God created man as a collective entity (Gen. 1:26). The corporate man created
by God was damaged through man's fall; hence, there was the need for God to
produce a new man. This was accomplished through Christ's abolishing in His
flesh the ordinances and through His creating of the new man in Himself....By
Christ's abolishing in His flesh the separating ordinances, that is, His slaying the
enmity, and by His creating the Jewish and the Gentile believers into one new
man, peace was made between all believers. (Eph. 2:15, footnotes 8 and 9)

Further Reading: The Kingdom, ch. 23: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 22-24
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WEEK 8 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Jonah 4:11 And I, should I not have pity on Nineveh, the great city, in which are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot discern between
their right hand and their left, and many cattle?

Acts 1:8 ...You shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Christ is revealed also in the type of Jonah's staying in the great fish three days
and three nights (Jonah 1:17). This typifies Christ's staying in the heart of the
earth three days and three nights (Matt. 12:40). Christ died and entered into the
heart of the earth. He came forth from there in resurrection, and in resurrection
He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b) for the preaching, the spreading,
of the gospel to all the Gentile nations, as seen in the book of Acts.

As we have pointed out, Jonah here was a type of Christ, who was sent by God to
preach the gospel to the Gentiles, with Jonah's staying in the great fish three days
and three nights typifying Christ's staying in the heart of the earth three days and
three nights. (Life-study of Jonah, pp. 2-3)

Today's Reading

In His work in His resurrection Christ prepared and charged the disciples to
preach the gospel and disciple the nations for His propagation that the church
may be produced. Luke 24:44 and 45 say, “...All the things written in the Law
of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms concerning Me must be fulfilled....” The
Law of Moses, the Prophets, and Psalms are the three sections of the entire Old
Testament, that is, all the Scriptures (v. 27). The Lord's word here unveils that
the entire Old Testament was a revelation of Him and that He was its center and
content. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 804)

In Jonah 4:11 we see God's pity on the most evil city of the Gentiles; He cared

2012 Summer Training - Message 8 - Page 15



[+81) , TRAEENE—ZFREFZEUETIA (R

?J%M%%% REMAE T KA R AETL R L
ZR), BREASHHAZMEL, HhEZHE—ERRAR,

EDRTZFEWA+YH, ZHKEFEMNFAX—
T8, A8EMZH=ZREREKR T, bR
BB REMCE, HEAH 0 I A A

BIA A EAEAMARERARANS, 4EFIE
o MAANNBCEME—WTR: i1AVET
KT (B+EB~82), ARAEZZH A,
BB F ARG KL, KT 2SN, A
ARAN, BT EEERREFZZHA A,

Qe hl1eh, W TIRFANNS, EEEEE
FtR, HEXREZR, EAETZF, WEFRY
MELERESHAMEL (46~47) , AT RYE,
Rz, i@z s s, HxTRFfe IaT,
KRB R EFUATNTNE BN, B ZEFE (+5
6~10) . 42 FLRMNEN, LB IRREH, #
M — TSRk, (78E B, A,

HEHRNESREERF R AN E— R RN EE
2%%%@%—%%$,%%%%ﬁ%£@ﬁ%i%

HHASREFELEHRLI, XETHELHERLT
E%ﬂm,géﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁ%%%kﬁoﬁ%ﬁ
BELF ARG RRM: BIVERTEPTEN, T2
KEW%%WM@E REEEN2ABNE, BN
XRBEHNES, Fih, HENEITMEHE, %
EHUEFAMAETE, MEHMERKIKE BEEWN

(4eftexiz, ZOZZ=0WT) ,
S AEHEMIRE: FAL®, FLTHE,

" O——=FEFiIL%Lk - HI)I\FE-5E16m:m

even for their cattle. Nineveh was built by the evil man Nimrod in Assyria (Gen.
10:8-11). Assyria was the country that invaded and insulted Israel about 713 B.C.
(Isa. 36), after the time of Jonah. God had pity on such an evil city.

In Matthew 12:40 the Lord Jesus told the Pharisees, a group of “ Jonahs,” that He
would be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights, just as Jonah was in
the belly of the great fish, for the extending of God's salvation from the Jews to the
Gentiles. This indicates that God is not only the God of the Jews but also the God
of all the nations. The Jews thought that they were the unique people of God. They
considered themselves the firstborn son (Luke 15:25-32) with the right to be the
first to enjoy all that is of God. But because the Jews responded to God wrongly,
the Gentiles, not the Jews, became the first to enjoy God in His salvation.

The book of Jonah indicates particularly that God...is the God of all peoples.
After Christ's resurrection and ascension and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
in Acts 13 God told Paul and Barnabas to go to the Gentiles (vv. 46-47). They
were not like Jonah; rather, they took God's commission and went and preached
the gospel throughout Asia Minor. Then the Spirit led them to go from Asia to
Europe, to Macedonia (16:6-10). The book of Jonah shows us that while God was
angry with Assyria, He would still be gracious and compassionate toward a great
and sinful city such as Nineveh. This indicates that God's economy is to do things
through these two factors—the consuming factor and the suffering factor—to
extend His salvation to all the peoples on earth.

God's economy to manifest Christ implies the extending of His salvation in Christ
to reach even the distant, great, evil cities of the Gentiles. I consider Russia
as today's Nineveh. What we are doing in Russia is altogether under the span
of God's economy. I believe that we will receive much blessing because this is
according to God's economy. Thus, the consuming locusts are still consuming,
the suffering Israel is still suffering, and the Lord is still going on in His recovery.
(Life-study of Jonah, pp. 6-7)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jonah, msg. 1; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 74
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Nine
Christ's “Goings Forth” from the Days of Eternity

Scripture Reading: Micah 5:2-5a; John 1:1, 3, 14, 29, 32-42, 51
Outline
DAY 1

I. “You, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, / So little to be among the
thousands of Judah, / From you there will come forth to Me /
He who is to be Ruler in Israel; / And His goings forth are from
ancient times, / From the days of eternity”—Micah 5:2:

A. This verse prophesies concerning the incarnation of Christ in Bethlehem—Matt. 2:4-6;
Luke 2:4-7.

B. Although Christ came forth from Bethlehem, His goings forth were from ancient
times, from the days of eternity; this refers to Christ's eternal origin and indicates that
in eternity, before the creation of the earth, Christ was preparing to come forth.

C. Christ's appearing, His manifestation, began in eternity; from ancient times, from
the days of eternity, the Triune God was preparing to come forth out of eternity into
time, to come with His divinity into humanity by being born in Bethlehem as a man.

D. His creating of all things was His preparation for Him to come out of eternity into
time; this was the purpose of creation.

E. Then, while the “locusts” were operating to consume Israel (Joel 1:4; 2:25), Christ
came forth.

F. Christ's going forth, His appearing, is a continuous matter:

1. At the time of His incarnation He began to come forth.
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2. He continued to go forth through His human living, His death, His resurrection, His
ascension, His outpouring of the consummated Spirit (who is the reality of Christ Himself),
and His spreading through the preaching of the gospel to the whole inhabited earth; all
these are great steps in Christ's going forth.

3. Christ's going forth, His manifestation, will consummate when He comes back to defeat
Antichrist and cast him into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:19-20), when Satan is cast into the
abyss (20:2-3), and when Christ sets up His throne to reign as King (Matt. 25:31, 34, 40); at
that time His appearing will be complete.

G. While Christ is on the way, He is taking care of the scattered Jews; on the one
hand, Israel is under God's chastisement; on the other hand, Israel is also under God's
shepherding care; this shepherding is God's preservation of Israel.

H. In the restoration Christ will be the Ruler, the Shepherd, and the peace to His elect,
Israel (Micah 5:2-5a); today, as our Ruler, Christ keeps us; as our Shepherd, He
nourishes and cherishes us; and as our peace, He controls our environment so that we
may enjoy Him.

DAY 2 & DAY 3

II. Christ's goings forth from the days of eternity are also seen in the first
chapter of the Gospel of John, which unveils Christ as the Word of God
in the two sections of eternity with the bridge of time—cf. Psa. 90:1:

DAY 4

A. The Word of God in John 1:1 refers to Christ, the only begotten Son of God (v. 18), in
eternity past as the definition, explanation, and expression of God:

1. He is the great “I Am,” self-existing and ever-existing—Exo. 3:14-15; John 8:24, 28, 58.

2. He is eternal, without beginning or ending—Heb. 7:3.
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this introduction is that Christ is the Word of God—the definition, explanation, and
expression of the mysterious and invisible God; it refers to Christ and His goings forth

from the days of eternity in the five greatest events in the history of the universe:
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1. John 1 reveals Christ in the creation of all things in the beginning of time—v. 3.

2. Christ is also seen in the incarnation of the invisible God to be a visible man (v. 14),
partaking of man's flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14), for the redemption of the lost universe to
bring in the New Testament age.

3. Christ is also revealed in His becoming the Lamb to take away the sin of the world
(mankind) judicially for the New Testament—John 1:29, 36:

a. Christ was “delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God”—Acts 2:23a.

b. This counsel must have been determined in a council held by the Divine Trinity before the
foundation of the world, indicating that the Lord's crucifixion was not an accident in human history but
a purposeful fulfillment of the divine counsel determined by the Triune God—1 Pet. 1:20; Rev. 13:8.

c. The redeeming Christ was “foreknown before the foundation of the world”—1 Pet. 1:20.

d. Christ was crucified on the cross for our judicial redemption according to God's eternal
purpose and plan; it did not happen accidentally.

e. Hence, in the eternal view of God, from the foundation of the world, that is, from the fall
of man as part of the world, Christ was slain—Rev. 13:8.

DAY 5

4. Christ is revealed in His becoming the Spirit for the transformation of God's redeemed
people into stones (John 1:32-42) for the building of God's house (Bethel—v. 51) organically
for the New Testament.

5. Finally, Christ is referred to in His being the heavenly ladder to bring heaven to earth and
join earth to heaven at Bethel, the house of God, from His coming back to eternity future—v.
51; Gen. 28:11-22.

6. These five great historical events, which include Christ's goings forth from the days of
eternity, can be summed up in five words: creation, incarnation, Lamb, Spirit, and ladder.

C. In all these five universal, historical events, Christ, the Word of God (as: 1. the
Creator in creation; 2. the man in incarnation; 3. the Lamb in redemption; 4. the Spirit
in transformation; and 5. the ladder in joining earth to heaven), defines, explains, and
expresses the invisible God:

1. In His creation “the heavens are telling of the glory of God; / And their expanse [firmament]
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is declaring the work of His hands. / Day to day pours forth speech, / And night to night
reveals knowledge. / There is no speech, nor are there words; / Their voice is not heard”
(Psa. 19:1-3, NASB), and the invisible things of God, “both His eternal power and divine
characteristics, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world” (Rom. 1:20); what is
referred to in Acts 14:15-17 and 17:24-29 serves the same purpose of revealing Christ's creation.

2. In His incarnation He unveils that the Creator has become one of His creatures (Col. 1:15),
bringing God into man, mingling divinity with humanity as one, and in His human living He
expresses God in the divine attributes through His human virtues.

DAY 6

3. In His becoming the Lamb for the redemption of the lost world, Christ speaks to us how
God accomplished His redemption judicially through His death as the procedure according
to His righteousness.

4. In His becoming the Spirit for life-giving and transforming (1 Cor. 15:45), Christ speaks
to us further how God carries out His economy organically by His divine life for His divine
purpose according to His heart's desire.

5. Christ, in His being the heavenly ladder at Bethel, also speaks to us how God desires to
have a house on the earth constituted with His redeemed and transformed elect, that He
may bring heaven to earth and join earth to heaven, to make the two as one for eternity.

6. In addition to all the above items, John, in his last writing, Revelation, tells us that
even in the warfare for the kingdom of God, Christ is the Word of God speaking for God's
purpose—19:13.

D. Christ's goings forth from the days of eternity usher in God's eternal building, the
New Jerusalem, which will be the ultimate fulfillment of God's eternal plan as the
mutual abode of God and man—21:3, 22; cf. Psa. 90:1:

1. By Christ's goings forth from the days of eternity, Christ as the Word of God in eternity
past becomes (united, mingled, and incorporated with His chosen ones) the New Jerusalem
in eternity future.

2. This eternal building, the New Jerusalem, will terminate the bridge of time and usher in
the blessed eternity in the future—cf. Eccl. 3:11.

3. We must be for that building, and we must be that building—John 1:51; Gen. 28:11-22; 1
Cor. 3:9, 12a, 16-17.
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WEEK 9 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 2:4-5 ...[Herod] inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. And
they said to him, In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written through the prophet.

Micah 5:2 (But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, so little to be among the thousands
of Judah, from you there will come forth to Me He who is to be Ruler in Israel;
and His goings forth are from ancient times, from the days of eternity.)

His “goings forth” [in Micah 5:2] are His coming out. To the angels it is His
going forth, but to us it is His coming out. “His goings forth are...from the days
of eternity” means that in eternity, before the creation of the earth, Christ was
preparing to come forth....From the ancient times, from the days of eternity, the
Triune God was preparing to come forth out of eternity into time, to come with
His divinity into humanity. His creation of all things was His preparation to come
out of eternity into time. This was the purpose of creation....In eternity Christ
was concealed in His divinity, but through incarnation He came forth with His
divinity into humanity. (Life-study of Micah, p. 9)

Today's Reading

Christ's going forth, His appearing, is a continuous matter. From the time of His
incarnation, He began to come forth, and His coming forth is still taking place today.
Christ's coming forth will be consummated when He throws Antichrist and the false
prophet into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:19-20), when Satan is cast into the abyss (Rev.
20:2-3), and when Christ sets up His throne to reign as King (Matt. 25:31, 34, 40). At
that time His appearing will be complete. But today He is still on the way.

In the restoration Christ will be the Ruler, Shepherd, and peace to His elect,
Israel (Micah 5:2-5a). Today, in His goings forth, He is our Ruler, Shepherd, and
peace. As our Ruler, He keeps us; as our Shepherd, He nourishes and cherishes
us; and as our peace, He controls our environment so that we may enjoy Him.
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Micah's prophecy concerning the goings forth of the all-inclusive Christ is a great
matter. In this prophecy Christ is all-inclusive because He will be the Ruler,
the Shepherd, and the peace of Israel, and He will also bring forth the seven
shepherds and the eight princes (5:2-5).

Christ came forth from Bethlehem, a small town called “David's city” (Luke 2:4).
However, His goings forth were not from time but from eternity. In eternity
past He selected us and predestinated us (Eph. 1:4-5). When He was doing
these things, He considered how He would come. If He had only selected and
predestinated us without preparing to come out of eternity, He could do nothing
with us. Whatever He will do and can do for us depends on His coming forth. He
came in incarnation, and He went on through human living, death, resurrection,
ascension, and the outpouring of the consummated Spirit, who is the reality of
Christ Himself. All these are great steps in Christ's going forth. His going forth
has not stopped but is continuing today. (Life-study of Micah, pp. 9, 16)

At the time of His incarnation [Christ] began to come forth. After His
incarnation, He continued to go forth through His human living, His death, His
resurrection, His ascension, His outpouring of the consummated Spirit (who is
the reality of Christ Himself), and His spreading through the preaching of the
gospel to the whole inhabited earth. All these are great steps in Christ's going
forth. His going forth has not ceased but is continuing today. Christ's going forth,
His manifestation, will consummate when He comes back with the overcomers as
the mighty ones (Joel 3:11) to defeat Antichrist and cast him into the lake of fire
(Rev. 19:19-20), when Satan is cast into the abyss (Rev. 20:2-3), and when Christ
sets up His throne to reign as King (Matt. 25:31, 34, 40).

While Christ is on the way, He is taking care of the scattered Jews. On the one
hand, Israel is under God's chastisement; on the other hand, Israel is also under
God's shepherding care. This shepherding is God's preservation of Israel. (Micah
5:2, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Micah, msgs. 2-3
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WEEK 9 DAY 2

Morning Nourishment
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

51 And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall see heaven opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.

John 1 reveals the two sections of eternity. John 1:1 refers to eternity in the past, for
“the beginning” denotes eternity in the past. Verse 51 refers to eternity in the future,
for when the Lord told Nathanael that he would see the heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man, He was not speaking
about the present, but about eternity in the future. If we put together these two
sections of eternity, we have the whole of eternity. (Life-study of John, p. 55)

Today's Reading

In eternity past, Christ, as the Word, was with God and was God. In eternity
past He was only God and only had divinity. Since the Word had not yet been
incarnated, He was not a man and had no humanity.

In eternity future, Christ will not only be God, but also man. He will not only be
the Son of God, but also the Son of Man. Since the Word has been incarnated in
the flesh (John 1:14), He is also a man, the Son of Man with humanity forever.
After the incarnation, He is still God, but God and man. He is still the Son of
God, but the Son of God and the Son of Man. In addition to being the Son of God,
for eternity in the future He will be the Son of Man. In eternity past He was God,
solely and merely divine, having no humanity. However, in eternity future He will
be God and man, the Son of God and the Son of Man, both divine and human,
having divinity as well as humanity. He will have two natures, two essences, and
two substances—divinity and humanity.

God has no intention of dwelling in Himself. Divinity cannot be God's dwelling.
God's intention in His economy is to dwell in humanity. God's intention is to
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defeat His enemy, Satan, by man and to make humanity His dwelling place. Thus,
both for the defeat of Satan and for the dwelling place of God, there is the need of
humanity. If the Lord Jesus were only the Son of God, He would only be qualified
to impart life into man. He would have no substance by which to defeat the enemy
or to become the dwelling place of God. Praise the Lord that He is the Son of God
for us to have life, and He is the Son of Man for God to have a dwelling place.

Heaven is considered as God's habitation (Deut. 26:15; 1 Kings 8:49; Psa. 33:13-
14; Isa. 63:15); yet [in Isaiah 66:1] God says, “Where is the place of My rest?”
God's resting place is man gained by Him (Isa. 57:15; 66:2). Today God dwells
in the heavens, but the heavens will not be His habitation for eternity....In the
new heaven and the new earth, God's habitation for eternity will be the New
Jerusalem, which is composed of all His redeemed saints and which will come
down from heaven (Rev. 21:1-3).

How can God, who had no humanity in eternity past, have humanity in eternity
future as His dwelling place? This will not happen overnight. Between these
two sections of eternity is the bridge of time. In eternity past God planned
and purposed, but He did not do anything. In eternity future God will not do
anything, because, at that time, everything will have been accomplished. In
eternity future He will simply enjoy His finished work. In eternity past He
planned, and in eternity future He will enjoy. Everything that God needs to
accomplish He accomplishes on the bridge of time. God is driving the car of
His economy from the first section of eternity, through the bridge of time, into
the last section of eternity. By driving His car across the bridge of time, all the
necessary work is completed. Once God has traveled from eternity past, through
the bridge of time, and into eternity future, He will declare, “Finished!” In
eternity future God will enjoy His finished work.

How long is this bridge of time? It may be more or less than six thousand years
long. On this bridge of time God accomplishes five things, and we need to consider
each of them in turn. We begin with creation. (Life-study of John, pp. 55-59)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 5
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WEEK 9 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

John 1:3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him not one
thing came into being which has come into being.

14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

The meaning of creation is to call things not being as being (Rom. 4:17). The
purpose of creation is to produce a receptacle to receive God as life. Consider
the items in creation: the heavens, the earth, the billions of physical things, and
man. What is the most important item in creation? Nothing is more important
than man. Man is a V.I.P., a very important person. According to the Bible, the
heavens are for the earth, and the earth is for man (Zech. 12:1)....The minerals,
the vegetable life, and the animal life are all for man. The air, sunshine, and rain
supply the vegetable life; the vegetable life is for the animal life, and both the
vegetable life and the animal life are for man. All the living things on the earth are
for man. Man, for whom all these things are, is for God, receiving God and fulfilling
His purpose. There is a spirit within man which is the very receiver of God. By
His creation, God produced the heavens for the earth, the earth for man, and man
with a spirit as a receiver to receive God as his life. (Life-study of John, p. 59)

Today's Reading

The second item [God accomplished on the bridge of time] was incarnation.
Without creation there would have been no way for God to be incarnated....Creation
brought things into being, and incarnation brought God into His creation. God
waited approximately four thousand years after the creation of Adam before
becoming incarnated. One day, He was incarnated, and there was on earth the little
man Jesus with God in Him. God was wrought into that man. That was the greatest
miracle of all. By incarnation, God was brought into mankind and became one with
man. Divinity and humanity became one unit.
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The third item on the bridge of time is redemption. After living on the earth for
thirty-three and a half years, the Lord went to the cross as the Lamb of God.
The Lamb of God is for redemption. Through redemption, the Lord recovered
fallen man and separated him from sin. By means of redemption, God not only
removed sin, but also terminated the entire old creation. The very Jesus who was
crucified on the cross took the old creation with Him into the tomb. When He
was raised from the dead, He left the old creation in the tomb and came out in
resurrection as the head of the new creation.

Anointing follows redemption. The anointing comes by way of the dove, the Spirit,
which is the continuation of the Lamb. The Lamb has removed sin and terminated
the old creation, and the dove, the Spirit, has come to regenerate, impart life,
transform, unite, and build. The dove, the Spirit, regenerates the created man,
transforms the natural man, and unites the transformed man....We may be a
created man who needs to be regenerated. We may be a regenerated man who is
still quite natural and who needs to be transformed. We may be a transformed man
who is still separate and individualistic and who needs to be united with others.
If we are properly transformed, we would be willing to be united with others.
So, firstly, we need to be regenerated; secondly, we need to be transformed; and
thirdly, we need to be united for the building. The dove, the Spirit, regenerates,
transforms, and unites. We are all under the anointing of the dove, the Spirit.
Although we may not realize it...the Lord is working to transform us.

After creation, incarnation, redemption, and anointing, we have building. This
building is for the house of God. God is building a dwelling place for Himself, and
He is using transformed people as the stones (John 1:42). Praise the Lord that we
are not only undergoing the work of transformation, but are also in the process
of building. What God needs is not a great number of stones, but a house. For
eternity God needs a builded house, a Bethel, as His habitation. (Life-study of
John, pp. 60-64)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 5
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WEEK 9 DAY 4

Morning Nourishment
John 1:29 ...Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Acts 2:23 This man, delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge
of God, you, through the hand of lawless men, nailed to a cross and killed.

The Word of God, the first crystal in the Gospel of John, refers to Christ, the only
begotten Son of God [John 1:1, 18], as the definition, explanation, and expression
of God....John unveils Christ as the great “I Am,” self-existing and ever-existing
(Exo. 3:14-15; John 8:24, 28, 58). Everything other than Christ is vanity of
vanities. Only He is the reality, the I Am, the One who is....Christ is the One who
is eternal, without beginning or ending (Heb. 7:3). (Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John, pp. 11-12)

Today's Reading

The main stress of [John 1] is that Christ is the Word of God—the definition,
explanation, and expression of the mysterious and invisible God. It refers to
Christ in the five greatest events in the history of the universe....John 1 reveals
Christ in the creation of all things in the beginning of time (v. 3)....Christ is also
seen in the incarnation of the invisible God to be a visible man (1:14), partaking
of man's flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14), for the redemption of the lost universe to
bring in the New Testament age. The incarnated God has blood. Acts 20:28 says
that God purchased the church with His own blood. God partook of man's flesh
and blood for the redemption of the lost universe. The entire universe, including
the heavens, was contaminated by Satan, an archangel created by God, in his
rebellion against God. This first rebel caused the entire universe to become lost,
so all things on earth and in the heavens needed to be redeemed by God (Col.
1:20)....Christ redeemed the universe by becoming a man. The New Testament
age began at the incarnation of Christ. It is significant that the entire world today
uses one calendar, which counts the years from Christ's incarnation. Creation

2012 Summer Training - Message 9 - Page 11



Mo QIEFH#TH, EXFHEXRET . REMHRK
A—NEA K, 2 EERE A, RIEEXENTFH,
K EA# B - HR, RENETE ALK
B FAN R, - RBLETERNFF, FEHFY
EFEEEREHA (AK) 2F (420, 36) W=
Lo REFEFLFF=HAE, YHETFRLX
Foit, MERNREHAZFNHNEF, HEA,
HWRERBEAEN T, ERLFEER—SWH L
TFREZI, FRFETFREFRAXNE (4
#ETEREE, \NE-0T) .

(TEZFEZ+ZF R RN, ] LY EHEH
AU E TP RN (E— 20, B
T=8), HAZTTFRTRALD £ LIEANE,
ﬁi%%?ﬁifﬁwﬁﬁiﬁ(é%WEﬁ,%:
BE—HE) .

AERMEMELA, RERNEL N RNLERIBRE
HREERBEEFH (4—0) . ZEWARTEEAR
W, JIRBREMAKLEZ G Bk, £8KZH
RAE, Nel#RUX, HEAA (EFH—FHL)
BER, ZERYAT (BETZ8) (A—NF—F),

FHALFNELNERE I (BE] RATZ,
AH—F=+ZF %), THRXELER, KEEL
MR, ithEFHARET, #HEMSY L, | ZE
RS FRERESR L. ABEERZF, KRRT
B, AN, EAR—F, EFETRUEN
Ry HEFAAEN L ERA KT AL RN B K
(32~42) , sy (aRf—5l) X= L (4

BE&EwiEi, —ON) .

iR AHBELER KR, F— Ko

" O——=FEFiELK - HmAE-F 12 ;!

B

N

brought in a universe, but this universe became lost. Then God came to be a man
by the name of Jesus with a human nature to redeem the lost universe back to a
new age, the New Testament age, starting from the day Christ was born....Christ
is also revealed in His becoming the Lamb to take away the sin of the world
(mankind) judicially for the New Testament (John 1:29, 36). This is the third
great event in the history of the universe. When He was put to death on the cross,
God considered Him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He
became a man for the purpose of redeeming the lost universe, yet He still needed
to take a further step to go to the cross to die, bearing the sins of mankind on the
cross as the Lamb. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 12-13)

[The] counsel [spoken of in Acts 2:23] must have been determined in a council
held by the Divine Trinity before the foundation of the world (1 Pet. 1:20; Rev.
13:8), indicating that the Lord's crucifixion was not an accident in human history
but a purposeful fulfillment of the divine counsel determined by the Triune God.
(Acts 2:23, footnote 1)

Christ was foreordained, prepared, by God to be the redeeming Lamb (John 1:29)
for His elect according to His foreknowledge before the foundation of the world. This
was done according to God's eternal purpose and plan; it did not happen accidentally.
Hence, in the eternal view of God, from the foundation of the world, that is, from the
fall of man as part of the world, Christ was slain (Rev. 13:8). (1 Pet. 1:20, footnote 1)

The fourth great event in the history of the universe...is [Christ's] becoming
the Spirit. John 1:32 says, “And John testified, saying, I beheld the Spirit
descending as a dove out of heaven, and He abode upon Him.” This is the Spirit
descending as a dove upon the Lamb. Christ was the Lamb. Then He became the
dove, the Spirit. Christ is revealed in John 1 in His becoming the Spirit for the
transformation of God's redeemed people into stones (vv. 32-42) for the building
of God's house (Bethel—v. 51) organically. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of
John, p. 13)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 1
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WEEK 9 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

John 1:42 ...Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of John; you shall be called
Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter).

51 ...You shall see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.

We need to be not only redeemed but also transformed. If we were merely redeemed,
we would still remain men. In order to become like God, we need transformation.
The first step of transformation is to regenerate, to remake, us. Even though we were
made in the image of God and after the likeness of God, we still do not have anything
real of God in us until we are regenerated. We need to be regenerated to begin our
transformation into stones for God's spiritual building, His house. The house of
God, Bethel, first is the church, then the Body of Christ, and consummately the New
Jerusalem. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 13-14)

In Matthew 16:18 the Lord mentioned this word [Peter, meaning “a stone,”] when
He spoke...about the building of the church. It must have been from this that
Peter obtained the concept of living stones for the building of a spiritual house (1
Pet. 2:5), which is the church. The stone here denotes a work of transformation
that brings forth material for God's building (1 Cor. 3:12). (John 1:42, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

John 1:51 is the fulfillment of Jacob's dream (Gen. 28:11-22). Christ as the Son of
Man, with His humanity, is the ladder set up on the earth and leading to heaven,
keeping heaven open to earth and joining earth to heaven for the house of God,
Bethel. Jacob poured oil (a symbol of the Holy Spirit, the ultimate expression
of the Triune God reaching man) upon the stone (a symbol of the transformed
man) that it might be the house of God. Here in John 1 are the Spirit (v. 32) and
the stone (v. 42) for the house of God with Christ in His humanity. Where this is,

there is an open heaven. (John 1:51, footnote 2)
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[In John 1:51] Christ is referred to in His being the heavenly ladder to bring
heaven to earth and join earth to heaven at Bethel, the house of God, from His
coming back to eternity (John 1:51; Gen. 28:11-22). We can remember these
five great historical events with five words: creation, incarnation, Lamb, Spirit,
and ladder. John 1 begins with Christ as the Word and ends with Him as the
ladder....In order to have a ladder, there is the need of a base, and the base for
Christ to be the heavenly ladder is the house of God, Bethel. The reality of Bethel
is the church and then the Body of Christ and the New Jerusalem....In all these
five universal, historical events, Christ, the Word of God (as: 1. the Creator in
creation; 2. the man in incarnation; 3. the Lamb in redemption; 4. the Spirit in
transformation; 5. the ladder in joining earth to heaven), defines, explains, and
expresses the invisible God.

In His creation “the heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse
[firmament] is declaring the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard” (Psa. 19:1-3, NASB), and the invisible things of God,
“both His eternal power and divine characteristics, have been clearly seen since
the creation of the world” (Rom. 1:20). What is referred to in Acts 14:15-17 and
17:24-29 serves the same purpose of revealing Christ's creation speaking for God.

In His incarnation Christ unveils that the Creator has become one of His creatures
(Col. 1:15), bringing God into man, mingling divinity with humanity as one, and
in His human living He expresses God in the divine attributes through His human
virtues. This is the new language of the new culture in the Lord's recovery.

When Jesus was born, God was brought into man and mingled Himself with
man. About two thousand years ago, there was a man who was the mingling of
divinity and humanity. To be a Christian means to be a man of Christ. Christ is
the mingling of divinity with humanity, and we, the men of Christ, are the same.
We are also the mingling of divinity with humanity. (Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John, pp. 14-15)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 1

2012 Summer Training - Message 9 - Page 14



2R A
BB A

H—8 AmIXENER, REFELAR, fHSTF
WNKET, =E8E#E L,

ME+E S ZEoREXFEE: TEAHATL YK
THERHR: | REWTLRT L8 Zo

PCEREA, RELH, PE—UEAHETH (4—
19~25) , WHRT, UAMITRMEZH (E/2, BHE
5, W/, 18) ., EESKHEINENTEMNETH
WANEE (H—29-) , 2XRELFHANE, BT
REKWHEBANEED, ZERNENYE, EREEY
ABEBSW: BFRENEEDH L GRET, U
FIRRHA, ¥uH#ART, bWUAFHWET, #
BFECREMETRE R, AZHLQNE, XZFH
RRTALM (RERER, 4—VF—3F)

ERRAEF, URBEXENEANE L, EEARIK
t, MITHRAE AN, BHGRENFE, EXEFE
TRT HWRE, - ERRABR, HAEMERFEAR
HEL (KAt 45) , ZEARME—F UL, Hi
{qﬁg%&é}‘]’cﬁs ﬁ%?&ﬁ’é%i?y ﬁ?{ﬁé@ﬁ’éééﬁ, E
ENFTERBRMNEL (WERTEREE, —ZT) .
15 & %
ERER A RN E L, EEEARMTHE,
WATRE M LRE - E R BRI R T R
MBRNE, FHTURRFE N, AEHBRAKR, F=
FRA—, HEAKT, M EREETERAENZ
L, ERAARNEL, ERENFFHE L, EHK

" O——=FEFiIELk - BB -F 157

WEEK 9 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

John 1:32 And John testified, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out
of heaven, and He abode upon Him.

1 Cor. 15:45 So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living soul”; the
last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Based on the Scriptures, the religious people were looking for a great leader (John
1:19-25) such as Messiah, Elijah, or the Prophet (Dan. 9:26; Mal. 4:5; Deut.
18:15, 18). But Jesus was introduced to them as a little lamb with a little dove
(John 1:29-33). The Lamb takes sin away from man, and the dove brings God
as life to man. The Lamb is for redemption, to redeem fallen man back to God,
and the dove is for life-giving, for anointing, to anoint man with what God is, to
bring God into man and man into God, and for uniting the believers in God. Both
the Lamb and the dove are needed for man to participate in God. (John 1:29,
footnote 1)

In His becoming the Lamb for the redemption of the lost world, Christ speaks
to us how God accomplished His redemption judicially through His death as the
procedure according to His righteousness....In His becoming the Spirit for life-
giving and transforming (1 Cor. 15:45), Christ speaks to us further how God carries
out His economy organically by His divine life for His divine purpose according to
His heart's desire. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 15)

Today's Reading

Christ, in His being the heavenly ladder at Bethel, also speaks to us how
God desires to have a house on the earth constituted with His redeemed and
transformed elect, that He may bring heaven to earth and join earth to heaven,
to make the two as one for eternity....The Word of God is Christ in His creation,
in His incarnation, in His becoming the Lamb, in His becoming the life-giving
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Spirit, and in His being the ladder. In these five greatest historical events, Christ
speaks for God. In this sense, we may say that the creation is the Word, the
incarnation is the Word, the Lamb is the Word, the Spirit is the Word, and the
ladder is the Word....In addition to all the above items, John, in his last writing,
Revelation, tells us that even in the warfare for the kingdom of God, Christ is
the Word of God speaking for God's purpose (Rev. 19:13). When He comes to
fight God's enemies for the kingdom, His name is called the Word of God. In
His fighting He is God's speaking. Christ is the Word of God speaking for God's
purpose. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 15-16)

The Lord's coming back needs a solid building of His seekers. This building will be
a stepping stone, a beachhead, for Him to take the earth, and it will be a mutual
abode for both God and man. It will be the mingling of divinity with humanity and
of humanity with divinity forever. Christ once was only divine. In order for Him
to be the Son of Man, He must have the human life and the human nature. We
are human, but we can be born of God to become the children of God (John 1:12-
13). In order for us to be the children of God, we must have the divine life and the
divine nature. Eventually, He, the divine One, will have the human life and the
human nature, and we, the human ones, will have the divine life and the divine
nature. Thus, He and we, we and He, will be exactly the same. This is the mingling
of divinity with humanity, and this is the mutual abode of God's building. This
building will be the ultimate fulfillment not only of Jacob's dream, but of God's
eternal plan. It will terminate the bridge of time and usher in the blessed eternity
in the future. We must be for that building and we must be that building!

After all of these five items have transpired, we shall enter into eternity future
with the Lord. At that time, He will be both the Son of God and the Son of Man.
As the Son of God, He will be life to us, and as the Son of Man, He will be the
dwelling place for God. We shall be joined to and even mingled with Him, and we
shall enjoy eternity with Him forever. Nathanael, and all of us with him, will see
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of
Man. This is the revelation found in John chapter one. (Life-study of John, p. 65)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 1
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Ten
The Building of the House of Jehovah

Scripture Reading: Hag. 1:2-5, 7-8, 9b, 14; 2:6-7, 9a

Outline
DAY 1

I. The central thought of Haggai's prophecy is that the building of the
house of Jehovah is related to the welfare of God's people today and
to the coming of the millennial kingdom with its Messiah in the age of
restoration—1:2, 8; 2:6-9, 20-23; Matt. 19:28; Acts 3:20-21:

A. In the Old Testament the house of Jehovah, or the temple, was first a type of Christ
as the house of God individually and then a type of the church, the Body, the enlarged
Christ, as God's house corporately—John 2:19-21; 1 Tim. 3:15.

B. Because the house of Jehovah is a type of the church, Haggai's prophecy refers to us,
the New Testament believers, since we are the reality of the type.

II. We need to see the significance of the church as the house of
Jehovah, the Father's house—Hag. 1:2; John 14:2:

A. The church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, His household, enables
God's life to be propagated; therefore, God's house is a place for the continuation and
multiplication of His life—vv. 2-3; 1:12-13; 20:17.

B. In the church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, the invisible and
mysterious Triune God has a visible and solid manifestation among men on earth—1
Tim. 3:15-16.

C. The church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is the dwelling place of God—the
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place where God can have His satisfaction and rest; in this dwelling place God lives and moves
to accomplish His will and satisfy the desire of His heart—Eph. 2:22; 1:5, 9, 11; Phil. 2:13.

D. As the issue of Christ's being glorified by the Father with the divine glory, the church
as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is a divine and human incorporation of the
processed and consummated Triune God constituted with His redeemed, regenerated,
and transformed elect—John 12:23; 13:31-32; 14:2.

E. The church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is for the eternal and
purposeful Triune God to carry out His eternal economy to consummate the New
Jerusalem as His eternal goal for His eternal expression—Eph. 3:9-11; Rev. 21:2, 10-11.

F. The church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, exists in the resurrection life
of Christ; thus, the church is “resurrectionly”; that is, it is an organic entity absolutely
in resurrection—John 11:25; 2:19; Acts 2:24.

DAY 2

G. In the church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, we enter into the corporate
experience of God and experience the All-sufficient God, who is revealed in His house—

Gen. 35:1, 3, 7, 11.

III. The New Testament reveals the way that the church as the house
of Jehovah, the Father's house, is built up—Hag. 1:8, 14:

A. The house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is built up by the mingling of divinity with
humanity—John 14:20; 15:4a; 1 John 4:15:

1. The principle of God's building is that God builds Himself in Christ into us and builds us
in Christ into Himself—Eph. 3:17a; John 14:20.

2. The church is God's building, composed of God Himself as the divine material mingled
with man as the human material—1 Kings 6:7, 15, 20-21; 1 Cor. 3:9, 11-12a:

a. The two natures of Christ, divinity and humanity, are joined together and mingled
together as one—Luke 1:35.

b. In principle, the church is the same as Christ—the divine nature mingled with the human
nature to become one entity—John 14:20.
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DAY 3

B. The building up of the church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is by the
believers' growth in life; the growth in life is the building—1 Cor. 3:6-9, 16-17; Eph.
2:21; 4:15-16:

1. Since God's building is living, it is growing; the actual building up of the house of God is

by our growth in life, and the more we grow in life, the more we are in the building—1 Pet. 2:5;
Eph. 2:21.

2. To grow in life is to grow into the Head, Christ, and to have Christ increase in us in all
things until we attain to a full-grown man—4:15, 13.

3. The Body builds itself up by growing; growth equals building—v. 16

C. The building up of the church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is the issue
of Christ making His home in our hearts—3:17a:

1. In order for the Lord's word in Matthew 16:18 concerning the building up of the church
to be fulfilled, we must allow Christ to make His home in our hearts, possessing, occupying,
and saturating our inner being; this is the way to build up the church as the house of
Jehovah, the Father's house.

2. The more Christ occupies our inner being, the more we will be able to be built up with
others to become the corporate expression of the Triune God—Eph. 3:17-21.

DAY 4

D. The building up of the church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is by the
constant visitation to the redeemed elect of the Father and the Son with the Spirit who
indwells the redeemed elect to be the mutual dwelling place of the consummated Triune
God and His redeemed people—John 14:23; 15:4a:

1. The Father and the Son come to visit us to do a building work in us, making an abode that
will be a mutual dwelling place for the Triune God and for us—14:2, 23.

2. This is the building up of the Father's house through the constant visitation of the Triune God.

E. The church as the house of Jehovah, the Father's house, is built up through the
practice of the scriptural way to meet and to serve—Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Cor. 14:24-26, 31;
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Hag. 1:8, 14:

1. The scriptural way to meet and to serve is for the annulling of the clergy-laity system and
the developing of the gifts, functions, and capacity of all the members of the organic Body of
Christ—Matt. 20:25-28; Rom. 12:4-6.

2. Through the practice of the scriptural way to meet and to serve, the Lord is recovering
the priesthood of the gospel (15:16), the perfecting of the common members of the Body of
Christ to make them living, active, functioning members of the Body (Eph. 4:12, 16; Heb.
10:24-25), and the church meetings in mutuality with prophesying for the building up of the
Body of Christ (1 Cor. 14:4b, 24a, 26, 31).

DAY 5

IV. “I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will
come”—Hag. 2:7a:

A. This refers to Christ, who is the Desire of all the nations—Mal. 3:1b.
B. The coming of Christ as the Desire of all the nations depends on the return of God's

people from their captivity in Babylon and the recovery of the building of God's
house—1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5.

C. Only the church built up as the house of God and the Body of Christ according to the
Lord's desire can be the steppingstone into the age of the kingdom; thus, for the sake of
His coming back, the Lord needs the church to be built up—Matt. 16:18-19, 27-28.

DAY 6

V. “I will fill this house with glory...The latter glory of this house will
be greater than the former”—Hag. 2:7b, 9a:

A. The glory of God is in the building of God, the house of Jehovah—Exo. 40:34-35; 1
Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chron. 3:1; 5:1-2, 13-14; Eph. 3:21; Rev. 21:10-11.

B. In a vision of God, Ezekiel saw the glory of Jehovah return to the house of Jehovah
and fill the house—Ezek. 43:1-5:

1. The glory of Jehovah returned to the house because the building of the house was
completed—vv. 2, 5.
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2. This indicates that in order for the God of glory to dwell in the church, the church must be
built up to become the dwelling place of God—Eph. 2:21-22; 3:14-21.

C. In the church life the first consideration that we should have is the Lord's glory; the
decisions in the church life must be made primarily according to the Lord's glory—1
Cor. 10:31; Eph. 3:21; Phil. 4:20; 1 Pet. 4:11.

D. In our experience of the church life, we need to advance so that we may experience
the glory in God's dwelling place—John 17:22; Eph. 3:21.

2012 Summer Training - Message 10 - Page 5



ZO—=—=FEFiLK- EtHE-E631 2012 Summer Training - Message 10 - Page 6



g+A A—
R4

%—2 X EHR, R iR AR K E,

8 RMELLEAK, BEXk: RAELER,
HEXE ZAIMEHN,

BRBEWEATR: BREXTRETEHA, NEE
MW E, B ZARECRE R BB EE,
SHFRADNER, #ZAHRETFEEREFRFIN
XEHEX. HAZWHE, BEABREREENAGERH
B "B EES, REEEHN AR, ORHAET AE
B, AEaEwd R, Bk, BMNZEL SZHRHE
EZRNFAGEAN, EARNBAIBRG LR, Hfde
MEHEEFEZ AT, RERARNZLUETREE
Z AT (A EeEE, ZL0E=Z1-1)

,:. . ~
12 B i%1%

HWEREEHN £, HITUEA—ANE, RENT
BRI K. IAWA#REAN, ERATWRE, B
FIUMZ AR, RENXEZE)LLWHT . )L
LTI REGHETE, Ealts. i, ZXREHN
F—NEX BRBRILENESREEFIE L,
XHAEFXNEBENL, LBNEAMNE, TIEREE
e, FHEETWHT, FHYRREA. T80 A
i, RAXANMT, RERXWE-NEN, &F
WU R, REZFHEFOPIA, BNRXTIRESEEH
W (B4, BEAN) ,

" O——=FEFIIGL- EtHE-F27

WEEK 10 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Hag. 1:2 ...This people says, The time has not come, the time for the house of
Jehovah to be built.

8 Go up to the mountain and bring wood and build the house, and I will take
pleasure in it and will be glorified, says Jehovah.

The subject of the prophecy of Haggai is Jehovah's dealing with the returned
captives for the building of His house....The central thought of the book of Haggai
is that the building of the house of Jehovah is related to the welfare of God's people
today and to the coming of the millennial kingdom with its Messiah in the age of
restoration. In the Old Testament the house of God, or the temple, was a type first
of Christ as the house of God individually, and then of the church, the Body, the
enlarged Christ, as God's house corporately. Thus, we should consider that Haggai
refers to us, since we are the reality of the type. Jehovah's dealing with the returned
captives signifies His dealing with us in the recovery. (Life-study of Haggai, p. 2)

Today's Reading

God delights in the continuation of His life. The reason that God has a family
is because He wants to have children. Although some families do not have
children for biological reasons, in fact and in principle, a family is called a
family because it is a place where children are produced....Children are the
multiplication and continuation of life. Hence, to God the first significance of a
family is to enable God's life to be multiplied and continued. This is the symbolic
meaning of a family, showing that God's house is a place for the continuation
and multiplication of life. This is the only place in the universe where life can be
multiplied and continued. This is the first significance of a house. When we touch
God's house, we touch the matter of God's life, because a family is where life is
continued. (How to Administrate the Church, pp. 10-11)
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The purpose of the Father's house is first for the invisible and mysterious Triune
God to have a visible and solid manifestation—the church—among men on the
earth (1 Tim. 3:15-16),...to have a visible and solid household constituted by the
children of God, the species of God, with His divine life for their growth in life
and for His rest, satisfaction, and manifestation (Eph. 2:19). (The Issue of Christ
Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, pp. 35, 49)

As the house of God, the church is the dwelling place of God. Ephesians 2:22 says, “In
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.”...The
church, the dwelling place of God on earth, is the place in which God can have His rest
and put His trust. In this dwelling place God lives and moves to accomplish His will
and satisfy the desire of His heart. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2229)

The purpose of the Father's house is also for the eternal and purposeful Triune
God to carry out His eternal economy to consummate the New Jerusalem as His
eternal goal for His eternal expansion and expression. The house of God, which is
God's dwelling place, eventually will be the New Jerusalem, God's eternal goal for
His eternal expansion and expression. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the
Father with the Divine Glory, p. 35)

The church is a new creation created in Christ's resurrection and by the resurrected
Christ....In addition to seeing [the vision] that the church was produced in Christ's
resurrection, we must also see where the church is. The church today is in Christ in
ascension. Ephesians 2:6 tells us that the church has been resurrected with Christ,
and now the church is seated in the heavenlies with Christ. Therefore, the church
is absolutely and purely of the element of Christ, absolutely in resurrection, and
absolutely remaining in the heavenlies with Christ....We must...invent some new
vocabulary words to communicate such a vision of the church. We may say that
today the church is “Christly,” “resurrectionly,” and heavenly. (Elders' Training,
Book 2: The Vision of the Lord's Recovery, p. 38)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 208; How to
Administrate the Church, ch. 1
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WEEK 10 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and
[ in you.

1 John 4:15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him
and he in God.

The all-sufficient God is for the building of Bethel. God is all-sufficient for the church life, for the
building of His house on earth. You cannot experience the all-sufficient God in an individualistic way. In
order to experience the all-sufficient God, you must be in Bethel, in the house of God, in the church life.

God is too all-sufficient to be experienced by just a few individual believers. As
individuals, we are too limited. God's all-sufficiency requires a corporate body. We need
the house in order to experience this aspect of Him. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1040)

Today's Reading

The church is built upon the mingling of God with man and man with God....The
extent to which we are the church in reality depends upon how much this
mingling has been built up in us. We may understand doctrinally that the church
is a corporate entity, not individual entities, and that serving the Lord should be
a Body matter, not an individual matter. However, in reality, we may still not live
in the light of the church or in the mingling of God and man.

When we by the Lord's mercy allow the mingling of God with man and man
with God to work and build in us, we will have the reality of the church. With
resoluteness we should receive, consider, concentrate, desire, and turn our
whole being toward the mingling of God and man within us. Then we will have
more than a doctrinal understanding or seeing, and within us will be a genuine
building work.

In order for God to enter into man, incarnation is required. In order for man to enter into God,
the process of death and resurrection is required. This is the principle of God's building,
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God's building work in us is the work of death and resurrection. The principle
of the building of God is death and resurrection. He first tears down, and then
He builds up. His tearing down is death, and His building up is resurrection.
Whatever has passed through His tearing down and building up has died and
resurrected. Death and resurrection bring man into God. God is in man through
incarnation; man is in God through death and resurrection.

In His redemption God does not nullify our being; instead, He brings us
into Himself and builds us into Himself. God is doing a work of breaking
and tearing down within us for the purpose of building Himself into us and
building us into Himself, to the extent that our proposals and speaking can
be His proposals and speaking. (The Church as the Body of Christ, pp. 41,

94, 126-127)

Luke 1:35 seems to indicate that the Holy Spirit would be upon Mary only as the power
for her to conceive the holy child. However, Matthew 1:18 and 20 tell us that Mary
“was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit” and that “that which has been begotten
in her is of the Holy Spirit.” This indicates that the divine essence out of the Holy
Spirit had been begotten in Mary's womb before she delivered the child Jesus. Such a
conception of the Holy Spirit in the human virgin, accomplished with the divine and
human essences, constituted a mingling of the divine nature with the human nature,
which produced a God-man, One who is both the complete God and the perfect man,
possessing the divine nature and the human nature distinctly, without a third nature
being produced. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2841-2842)

The principle of the Lord being a building is that God mingles Himself with
humanity, and this is the principle of God's building in general. Therefore, the
church also is the divine mingling of God Himself with humanity. The church is
not something of the old creation. It is God's building composed of God Himself
as the divine material mingled with man as the human material. In this sense, the
church is a hybrid. A hybrid is a mingling of two lives and natures into one entity.
(The Building of God, pp. 10-11)

Further Reading: The Church as the Body of Christ, chs. 3, 8, 10

2012 Summer Training - Message 10 - Page 10



#tRA HA=
RseRA

HOG-16 BAEZERTEREL, RIBEUE—T
FLKEM, RATEETEE: ARH, 25%F
FFERENT, FEFF - HORAXLEMA N
R, RURSE—R, FE&aE— R, B 5 R
KA, URAEZELE TRERXK.

BINBEBENGEHE, FERKAFLTL, YEEEW
BRWE (He=5) ., WECRELWER, RE
BEEZMNELEENE TREMF. BHMWA X,
EEHMFRNRNRE—RN AL, TRMENESE
RENE L, ~KARNEHEE, 2REFY (2) BZ
B0 BEARN, RAHEFRBRINE, ERI1TER
MrEHh, ELNNHELEINE, ~HLEHY
R, HELWEE, TREZERELGENKA (F
ARBELM, ——WEZ—ET) ,

(ER%

(UHEFNET=FFH) REAEBEFHLAMBE
g, RERIAESARN T HRE, X TERLE H1K
FE 3 1 5T 3 5T Ko

ARREREE, FN—ABNZ KB ES, ZH
RERANRIF %, ERBAINETRAW R E
R BEZERTZEREXL, RIAFUE—WEL
KE#, RETEETEH. | [NERTI HEEEF
EgRE, R TERBEEER (KW=1) o BINETE
BENEZT, RFEEKIEATET, XRZE—TZF
HREFEEMEREANET, EREILE KA A,

" O——=FEFiILK - EH=HE-F 11

WEEK 10 DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:15-16 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things,
who is the Head, Christ, out from whom all the Body, being joined together
and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and through the
operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto
the building up of itself in love.

As believers in Christ, we need to grow and be transformed for the building
up of God's spiritual house. God's goal in the believers is to have a house built
up with spiritual stones, not separated and scattered stones, not even a pile of
stones merely gathered together, but stones built up with one another....Growing
is for building up. Although the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul
through the mind, it eventually nourishes our spirit, making us not soulish but
spiritual, suitable for building up a spiritual house for God....The actual building
of the church as the house of God is by the growth in life of the believers. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2230-2231)

Today's Reading

To arrive at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ is to arrive at the
full building up of the Body of Christ. It is to arrive at the full completion of the
building up of the Body.

In Ephesians 4:14 and 15 Paul says, “That we may be no longer little children
tossed by waves and carried about by every wind of teaching in the sleight
of men, in craftiness with a view to a system of error, but holding to truth in
love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ.” “Little
children” refers to those believers who are young in Christ, lacking maturity
in life (1 Cor. 3:1). To be no longer little children we need to grow up into
Christ. This is to have Christ increase in us in all things until we attain to a
full-grown man.
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The word “Head” in Ephesians 4:15 indicates that our growth in life with Christ
should be the growth of the members in the Body under the Head. This means
that our growth must be in the Body. In order to grow into the Head, we must
surely be in the Body. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2492)

The building of the church as the Body of Christ is organic, by the growth in life.
The Body of Christ is like our physical body. It is built up by its growth. Ephesians
4:15 says, “But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things,
who is the Head, Christ.” Then verse 16 says, “Out from whom all the Body, being
joined together and being knit together through every joint of the rich supply and
through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the
Body unto the building up of itself in love.” First, we must grow up into the Head
in all things. Then from the Head something will come out to cause the growth
of the Body. By this growth of the Body, the Body builds itself up in love. Growth
equals building. The Body builds itself up by growing. This growth of the Body is
not for any particular member. The Body grows for the entire Body. (The Organic
Union in God's Relationship with Man, p. 65)

The genuine church life is the issue of Christ personally making His home in our
heart to occupy every corner of our inner being. The content of the church is the
Christ whom we take as our person, the Christ who is wrought into our being. In
order for Christ's word in Matthew 16:18 concerning the building up of the church
to be fulfilled, the church must enter into a state where many saints allow Christ
to make His home in their heart, possessing, occupying, and saturating their
entire inner being. The more Christ occupies our inner being, the more we will be
able to be built up with others in the Body (Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16). The reality of the
Body life is such an inner experience of the indwelling Christ. The Body of Christ
is the consummation of our enjoyment of the unsearchable riches of Christ and
the consummation of the experience of the unlimited Christ making His home in
our entire inward being. The New Jerusalem is the ultimate issue of Christ making
His home in our heart. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3391)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 234, 338; The
Organic Union in God's Relationship with Man, ch. 5
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WEEK 10 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 14:23 ...If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

1 Cor. 14:26 What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a
psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let
all things be done for building up.

The Father's house is built up by the constant visitation to the redeemed elect
of the Father and the Son with the Spirit who indwells the redeemed elect to be
the mutual dwelling place of the consummated Triune God and His redeemed
elect....John 14:2 tells us that in the Father's house there are many abodes, and
in verse 23 we see that these abodes are built up by the Father and the Son's
visitation to those who love Him. The Spirit is not explicitly mentioned in verse
23 but rather is implied, for the Spirit dwells in the regenerated spirit of all those
who love the Lord Jesus. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, p. 33)

Today's Reading

To practice the biblical way is not merely to change a way. It is to fulfill the Lord's
heart's desire according to His word concerning the building up of His Body
(Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:12-16). This is not merely to fulfill some of the prophecies
in the New Testament. It is to accomplish the unique, central thing in the entire
universe—the building up of the Body of Christ. (The Scriptural Way to Meet and
to Serve for the Building Up of the Body of Christ, p. 282)

The Lord's recovery is the recovery of the function of all the members of the Body of
Christ. The Lord desires that every member of His Body be a functioning member.
Almost all Christian groups practice the system of the clergy and laity. The clergy
are the professional preachers, pastors, and ministers, who serve God in place of the
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other members of the church. Actually, the clergy replaces the members of the Body of
Christ, and this replacement spontaneously annuls and kills the function, the capacity,
and the usefulness of the members of Christ. This is an offense to the Lord. The Lord's
recovery is for the annulling of the clergy and laity and the developing of the gifts,
functions, and capacity of all the members of the organic Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).

The God-ordained way is to practice God's New Testament priesthood of His gospel
(Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9). This way mainly consists of four practices. First, we must
preach the gospel regularly by visiting sinners. God so loved the world that He gave
His Son, the Savior, Christ, that the sinners, the people of the world, might believe
in Him and have His eternal life (John 3:16). God desires all men to be saved (1
Tim. 2:4). The Lord's main charge to His disciples after His resurrection was to
preach the gospel to all creation (Mark 16:15). To preach the gospel is the first thing
the church must do for the Lord. If we mean business with the Lord in His God-
ordained way, we must bear the burden to preach the gospel to get sinners saved.
(The Basic Principles for the Practice of the God-ordained Way, pp. 2-3, 5-6)

In the present advance of the Lord's recovery, He also desires to recover the
perfecting of the common members of the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16). If only
a small percentage of the saints in a local church are able to speak a word for
the Lord and serve Him organically, this is a strong sign that this local church is
short of the perfecting of the saints.

In the present advance of the Lord's recovery, He is also moving to recover the
church meeting in mutuality (1 Cor. 14:23a, 26)....We have to pray, get into
the Word, have our mind and spirit exercised, and have our voice exercised to
share in the meetings. For the sake of the meetings, we have to exercise all the
time. Our exercise will make us healthy Christians. This is for the building up
organically of the church as the organic Body of Christ. (The Present Advance of
the Lord's Recovery, pp. 13, 15-16)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine
Glory, ch. 4; The Basic Principles for the Practice of the God-ordained Way
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WEEK 10 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Hag. 2:7 And I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come...

Matt. 16:18 ...Upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall
not prevail against it.

27 For the Son of Man is to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and
then He will repay each man according to his doings.

In Haggai 2:7 we see that Christ is the Desire of all the nations. Even though the
nations do not know Christ, they still desire to have Christ. All the nations desire
to have peace and a good life, but the situation in the world is the opposite of this.
Christ is peace; Christ is also the good life. For the nations to desire these things
means that they actually desire Christ. He is the Desire of all the nations. (Life-
study of Hosea, p. 5)

Today's Reading

Haggai 2:1-23 is the prophecy concerning the house of Jehovah in the millennium and
the promise of Messiah in the coming kingdom....In verses 1 through 9 the prophet
Haggai was charged to speak to the people concerning the house of Jehovah....[The]
prophecy [in verses 7 through 9] concerning the house of Jehovah in the millennium
was an encouragement to the building of Jehovah's house at Zerubbabel's time.

Verse 7 reveals that Christ is the Desire of all the nations. I appreciate the line
in Charles Wesley's hymn that says, “Come, Desire of nations, come!” [s, #84].
Christ truly is the desire of all mankind. All people desire to have life, light,
peace, goodness, and righteousness, yet they do not realize that what they desire
is really Christ. Christ is life, light, and peace. If we do not have Him, we do not
have life, light, peace, or any of the human virtues. Christ is the reality of every
human virtue. Thus, to desire virtue actually is to desire Christ.
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According to God's arrangement in His creation of man, the human virtues, such
as love, kindness, patience, and humility, are for the expression of the divine
attributes. It is God's intention that the attributes of His being would be expressed
by man in his virtues. As an illustration of this, consider a glove that is designed
in the form of a human hand. The hand is the content of the glove, and the glove
is the expression of the hand. Likewise, the human virtues are the “glove” for the
expression of the divine attributes as the “hand.” Just as a glove without a hand
has no content, so the human virtues without the divine attributes have no reality.

Today people everywhere desire life, light, love, patience, and endurance without
realizing that to desire these virtues is actually to desire Christ. All people,
including unbelievers, desire Christ unconsciously. This is what it means to say
that Christ is the Desire of all the nations. (Life-study of Haggai, pp. 5-7)

The coming of Christ as the Desire of all the nations depends on the return of
God's people from their captivity in Babylon and the recovery of the building of
God's house. Christ came the first time, in His incarnation, through the return
of a remnant of Israel to Jerusalem from their captivity in Babylon for the
rebuilding of the temple. He will come the second time through the return of a
remnant of His New Testament elect from their captivity in the religious Babylon
(Rev. 17) to the proper ground of the church for the recovery of the building of
the church, God's spiritual house (1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5). (Hag. 2:7, footnote 1)

Some say that it is impossible to have the recovery of the church life today.
However, if the recovery of the church life is not possible, then the Lord Jesus
has no way to come back. For the sake of His coming back, He needs the church
to be built up. Only the church built up according to the Lord's desire can be the
steppingstone into the age of the kingdom. In Matthew 16:18 the Lord said, “I
will build My church.” Therefore, we believe that it is altogether possible to have
the recovery of the proper church life today. We have the Lord's promise and His
word of assurance. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 176)

Further Reading: Life-study of Haggai, msg. 1; Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1,
Isn. 4; Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 11
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WEEK 10 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment
Hag. 2:7 ...And I will fill this house with glory, says Jehovah of hosts.

9 The latter glory of this house will be greater than the former, says Jehovah of
hosts; and in this place I will give peace, declares Jehovah of hosts.

Eph. 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the
generations forever and ever. Amen.

We are being strengthened into our inner man according to the riches of
God's glory (Eph. 3:16). This glory comes to us with God and, after being
worked into us, will return to God with us. By means of this two-way traffic
the church, as the firstfruits in the universe (James 1:18), takes the lead to
give glory to God. All the other families both in heaven and on earth will
follow the church to glorify Him.

God's glory is wrought into the church, and He is expressed in the church. Hence,
to God is the glory in the church; that is, God is glorified in the church. (Eph. 3:21,
footnotes 1 and 2).

Today's Reading

After the completion of the building of the house, the glory of the Lord returned.
In his early ministry Ezekiel had seen the glory of the Lord depart in a series of
steps. First, the glory of the Lord left the temple and hesitated upon the threshold
(Ezek. 9:3; 10:4). From the threshold it went out to the city. From the city the
glory of the Lord went further out to the Mount of Olives on the east side of the
city (11:23), and from there the glory of the Lord ascended to the heavens.

When the Lord in His leaving stopped on the threshold of the house, this indicated
that He was not happy to leave. He did not want to leave, but He was forced to do
so. Indicating His unwillingness to leave, He hesitated and lingered at the threshold.
Eventually, He was forced to leave because of the abomination, whoredom, and
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degradation of the people. But now the glory of the Lord is returning by the same way
He left. He departed from the east side, and now He is returning from the east (43:1-
3)....It is important for us to understand why the glory of the Lord came back. The glory
of the Lord returned because the building of the temple was completed. This is the
crucial point. How much the Lord desires to come back to the earth! Yet, for His coming
back He needs a place for the soles of His feet to rest, a place upon which He can set His
feet. His habitation, His house, is the place on earth where He can put His feet.

We need to be deeply impressed with the fact that the glory of God returned only
after the building of the temple was completed. If we want to dwell in the church
and manifest His glory in the church, the church must be complete. If the church
today corresponds to all the details of the holy building of God covered in these
chapters of Ezekiel and thus is built up in every aspect, God will dwell in the
church gloriously. Therefore, in order for the glorious God to dwell in the church,
the church must be built up to become the dwelling place of God.

God wants to have the church built up on earth because He desires to have a
dwelling place on earth....The place where He lives, His dwelling place, is the
church. Since God dwells in the church, those who want to seek God and contact
Him must come to the church....If we have the grace to be built up in the church,
the God of glory will live among us.

In the church life we need several gates, but the most important one is the east
gate—the gate that is open to the glory of the Lord. This means that in the church
life we need a gate which is open to the glory of the Lord....In the church life
the first consideration we should have is the Lord's glory. The decisions in the
church life must be made primarily according to the Lord's glory. Even in making
decisions concerning the day and time of the meetings, we should care for the
Lord's glory and not simply for people's convenience. The church must be open
to the Lord's glory so that His glory may come into the church. (Life-study of

Ezekiel, pp. 273, 275-277)
Further Reading: Life-study of Ezekiel, msg. 24; Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 35
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Eleven

Experiencing the Healing Christ in Malachi for the Lord's
Second Coming and the Consummation of the Age

Scripture Reading: Mal. 3:1-3, 10, 14; 4:2
Outline
DAY 1

I. We must see the signs of Christ's second coming and of the
consummation of the age—Matt. 24:3, 14-15; Luke 21:28-36:

A. The Lord prophesied that before Antichrist makes the covenant of seven years with
the nation of Israel at the consummation of the present age, the nation of Israel would
be restored—Matt. 21:19; 24:32-35; Dan. 9:27.

B. Antichrist will break his covenant with Israel, and his idol will be set up in the temple of
God at the beginning of the great tribulation, which will last for three and a half years; this
indicates that the temple must be rebuilt before the Lord comes back—v. 27; 2 Thes. 2:3-4.

DAY 2

C. Before the great tribulation the gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the
whole inhabited earth, and the overcomers will be raptured, leaving the majority of
the believers, those who are not yet mature, on the earth to pass through the great
tribulation—Matt. 24:14-15, 40-41; Rev. 12:5; 14:1, 4.

D. The mystery of lawlessness is working today among the nations and in human society;
this lawlessness will culminate in the man of lawlessness, Antichrist—2 Thes. 2:3-10:

1. Antichrist's power will be the power of Satan; Antichrist is the embodiment of Satan;
Antichrist will persecute and destroy the people of God—both the God-fearing Jews and the
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Christ-believing Christians—Dan. 8:24; Rev. 12:17; 13:7.

2. Antichrist will wear out the saints of the Most High; in the days before the Lord's coming,
there will be great deceit and delusion, so we must persevere in and with the Lord in this
final hour—Dan. 7:25; 2 Tim. 3:1; Mark 6:45-52.

3. Satan and Antichrist want the souls of men to be the instruments for their activities in the
last age—Rev. 18:11-13; 2 Tim. 3:5; cf. Zech. 12:1.

E. The mystery of godliness (Christ as the individual manifestation of God in the flesh)
is being lived out today by the Lord's overcomers, who are the corporate manifestation
of God in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:16; Acts 9:5.

DAY 3

II. The book of Malachi reveals that as overcomers we need to
experience the healing Christ for His second coming—3:1-3; 4:2:

A. Malachi prophesied at the time of Nehemiah; at that time the priests and the remnant
of God's people were in the darkness of self-deception, which is obsession—1:6-7; 1 John
1:8; Acts 9:1-2; John 16:2; cf. Phil. 3:3:

1. The symptom of a person who is obsessed is that what he thinks and does is totally wrong,
and yet he thinks and believes that he is totally right.

2. Malachi shows us the degraded condition of God's self-deceived people, who were
under Satan's authority of darkness—1:2, 6-7; 2:13-14, 17; 3:7-8, 13-15; Col. 1:12-13; cf.
Acts 26:18.

DAY 4

3. The children of Israel worshipped and served God, but in their self-deception they did it
mournfully, not at all happy that they were required to do these things—Mal. 3:13-14.

4. The reasons for obsession, self-deception, are loving the darkness rather than the light
(John 3:19-20), pride, arrogance (Obad. 3), not receiving the love of the truth (2 Thes. 2:10-
11; Prov. 23:23), and not seeking the glory that is from the only God (John 5:44).

5. The way to be saved from obsession, self-deception, is to live in the light so that we may
see what God sees—Isa. 50:10-11; Psa. 36:9; 1 John 1:5, 7, 9; Col. 1:12.
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DAY 5

B. The healing Christ is the Messenger of God and the living message from God as a
refiner's f ire and as fullers' soap to purify and refine the degraded remnant of God's
people—Mal. 3:1-3; Rev. 1:20—2:1; Amos 3:7; cf. Luke 2:26; Heb. 11:7.

C. The healing Christ is the Angel of the covenant—Mal. 3:1:

1. Christ's coming suddenly as the Angel of the covenant will be to execute upon Israel the
covenant that He enacted through His death—Matt. 26:28.

2. In His first coming Christ came in the way of an Angel, a serving one (cf. Heb. 1:14), to
serve God in forming the new testament (Mark 10:45).

3. When Christ established His table on the night in which He was betrayed, He established
the new covenant (Luke 22:20), in which God is obligated to forgive our sins and to dispense
Himself into our being to be our life, our law of life, and our everything as our inward
content so that we may live Him (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12).

4. As the Angel of the covenant, Christ in resurrection executes the new covenant as its
surety (7:22), making it real to us by assuring us that our sins have been forgiven and by
dispensing the riches of the covenanted Triune God into us—Heb. 7:1;Hag. 2:7.

D. The healing Christ is the Desire of the nations—Mal. 3:1; Hag. 2:7.
DAY 6
E. The healing Christ is the Sun of righteousness—Mal. 4:2; 3:1-3:

1. The word Sun indicates life, and the word righteousness indicates justice; the whole earth
is filled with death and injustice, but with the healing Christ we have life and justice—cf. 2
Cor. 5:4; Heb. 6:10.

2. In His first coming Christ was the dawning Sun to the dark age; in His second coming
Christ will return as the Sun of righteousness in His kingdom—Luke 1:78; Mal. 4:2; cf. Matt.
17:1-8.

3. As the Sun of righteousness with healing in His wings, Christ heals us in life—Mal. 4:2;
John 1:4-5; 8:12.
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4. To be healed is to be saved, to be made whole; Christ will heal us, but we must give Him
the freedom to use His wings to fly above us, around us, through us, and within us—Mal. 4:2;
Prov. 4:18:

a. We must see God's great love for us and keep ourselves in the love of God—Mal. 1:1-2;
Eph. 1:4-5; 2 Cor. 5:14; Jude 19-21; 2 Thes. 3:5.

b. We must take heed to our spirit, exercise our spirit, not grieving or quenching the Spirit—
Mal. 2:15-16; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thes. 5:19; Rom. 8:6.

c. We must honor and fear God by bringing the whole tithe into the storehouse for the
need of the church, the advancement of the gospel, the supply of the Lord's servants,
and the supply of the needy saints—Mal. 3:7-12; Deut. 14:22-23; Phil. 1:5; 4:1516; 3
John 58; Rom. 12:13:

1) Although the word concerning the tithe was spoken to the Israelites in the Old
Testament, in principle it applies also to the New Testament believers—Mal. 3:10; cf.
Heb. 7:1-3; Matt. 23:23.

2) If we would be faithful to live for God's administration in caring for money and material
matters, there would be no financial needs in the recovery—Neh. 13:10-14; Luke 6:38; Acts
20:35; Matt. 6:1-4.

5. The overcomers, who are reconstituted with Christ as the Sun, will shine forth like the sun
in the kingdom of their Father—13:43; Judg. 5:31.
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WEEK 11 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:3 And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him
privately, saying, Tell us, When will these things be? And what will be the sign of
Your coming and of the consummation of the age?

15 Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of through
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let him who reads understand).

[Antichrist] will make a covenant with Israel for seven years and permit them to
freely worship God. After three and a half years, Antichrist will be slain temporarily;
then the spirit of the fifth Caesar (Nero) of the Roman Empire will come up out of
the abyss and enter into the dead body of Antichrist to resurrect him to be the eighth
Caesar. Antichrist will break the covenant and begin to persecute the Israelites and
the Christians. He will also set up his image in the temple (Matt. 24:15; 2 Thes.
2:4), until the complete destruction that is determined will be poured out upon the
desolator, that is, upon Antichrist (Dan. 9:27). (The Up-to-date Presentation of the
God-ordained Way and the Signs concerning the Coming of Christ, p. 55)

Today's Reading

In Matthew 24 the Lord gave a clear revelation concerning the restoration of Israel.
In verse 32 the Lord said, “But learn the parable from the fig tree: As soon as its
branch has become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that the summer is
near.” To the saints, the fig tree is a sign of the consummation of the age....The fig tree
is a symbol of the nation of Israel (Jer. 24:2, 5, 8). Because Israel was stubborn and
rebellious and had no fruit that could satisfy God, she was rejected by God [cf. Matt.
21:19]. In A.D. 70, Titus, the Roman prince, brought with him a great army to destroy
Jerusalem and the temple, as prophesied by the Lord...(Matt. 24:2). From that time,
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the children of Israel were scattered among the nations. Not only did their nation fall,
but even their homeland was lost. Humanly speaking, there was truly no hope for the
nation of Israel to be reformed. However, the Bible contains a prophecy saying that
one day the cursed and dried up fig tree would become tender and put forth leaves.

Concerning the rebuilding of the temple, first we need to see the two halves of the last week.
The last week will be cut into two halves by Antichrist's abolishing of the seven-year covenant
he will make with Israel. In the first three and a half years, Antichrist will support the children
of Israel, permitting them to freely worship God; in the latter three and a half years, Antichrist
will cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease (Dan. 12:7; 9:27) and replace them with an
idol of himself. In Matthew 24:15, the holy place in which Antichrist's image will stand refers
to the sanctuary within the temple (Psa. 68:35; Ezek. 7:24; 21:2) and the abomination refers
to the image of Antichrist as an idol. In other words, the idol will remain in the temple for
three and a half years until Christ will destroy Antichrist by the manifestation of His coming.
Therefore, first the temple will have to be rebuilt; then the children of Israel will be able to
worship God and offer sacrifices to Him, and Antichrist will be able to set up his image.

Before the great tribulation, the overcomers will be raptured, leaving the majority of
the believers, those who are not yet mature, on the earth to pass through the great
tribulation. Matthew 24:40-41...indicates that while the worldly people are befuddled by
material things, with no sense of the coming judgment, some of the sober and watchful
believers will be taken away. To the befuddled and senseless people, this should be a sign
of Christ's coming. Therefore, we should take heed to ourselves, lest at some time our
hearts be weighed down with debauchery and drunkenness and the anxieties of life (Luke
21:34), and we miss the rapture and become like Lot's wife. (The Up-to-date Presentation
of the God-ordained Way and the Signs concerning the Coming of Christ, pp. 56-59)

Further Reading: The Up-to-date Presentation of the God-ordained Way and the
Signs concerning the Coming of Christ, ch. 6
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WEEK 11 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

Dan. 7:25 And he will speak things against the Most High and wear out the saints
of the Most High...and they will be given into his hand for a time and times and
half a time.

This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole earth for a
testimony to all the nations before the end of this age. Hence, that preaching,
signified by the white horse of the first seal in Revelation 6:1-2, will be a sign
of the consummation of this age....This testimony must spread to the whole
earth before the end of this age, the time of the great tribulation. (Matt.
24:14, footnotes 1 & 2)

Today's Reading

The lawlessness that will characterize Antichrist (2 Thes. 2:3) is already operating
in this age mysteriously. It is the mystery of lawlessness working today among
the nations and in human society. (2 Thes. 2:7, footnote 1)

Antichrist will be the last of the false Christs and will work signs and lying
wonders with the power of Satan in order to deceive the perishing (2 Thes.
2:3, 9-10). (Matt. 24:24, footnote 1)

Mrs. Penn-Lewis once said, “Many believers say that they have encountered a lot
of pressure. The battle now seems to grow thicker day by day. It seems as if we
are the only target of Satan. But the question now is whether you can persevere
through the final half-hour....To wear out [in Daniel 7:25] is to consume. Now the
work of consuming the saints has already begun. It is harder to recognize Satan
as the one who consumes the saints than to recognize him as the roaring lion.”
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In the days before the Lord's coming, there will be great deceit and delusion. If it has its
way, even the elect will be deceived. Furthermore, the “form of godliness” will exceedingly
increase. The decrease of faith will be due not only to the love of the world and the denial of
God's Word, but will also be due to the false faith fashioned by Satan. One brother said, “These
works of Satan will become an invisible influence in the air surrounding us. They will become
a form of godliness, which will be inhabited by the evil spirits and which will be occupied
with the oppression of Hades. These evil spirits will do their utmost to harm, deceitfully lead,
confuse, and oppress God's children. They will affect our bodies, suppress our mood, and
darken our mind. Various strange feelings and trials unheard of in the past will come upon
us and will strip us in a surprising way of all willingness and ability to incline toward God.
Our spirit will be tired and weak, our mind will be dull, and our will will slumber. We will be
strangely covetous of the things which God forbids and will surprisingly love the amusement
and customs of this world. We will find it difficult to preach with full freedom and power and
will find it hard to listen attentively to a message or kneel down to give ourselves to prayer
continually. At such a time as today, when the evening is at hand, we must quell this kind of
atmosphere!” Oh, let us be strong in the Lord! Satan will certainly endeavor with unthinkable
power to deceive our mind and our will; he will make it difficult for us to carry on an intimate
walk with the Lord, and we will find it easy to live according to the flesh and harder to
faithfully serve God and give ourselves to prayer. It will seem as if our entire being is stirred up
to oppose our following the Lord Jesus to the end and seduce us to make a covenant with the
world. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 10, pp. 428-429, 431)

Through [the outpouring of the Spirit] the individual Christ became the corporate
Christ (1 Cor. 12:12-13), the church as the great mystery of godliness, God
manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16). The church as the manifestation of Christ
will bring in the glorious day of restoration, the age of the millennial kingdom
(Joel 3:16-21), in which Christ will be manifested in a fuller way. The restoration
will consummate in the fullest manifestation of Christ in the New Jerusalem in
the new heaven and new earth. (Joel 2:28, footnote 1)

Further Reading: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 10, pp. 423-433
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WEEK 11 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Mal. 1:6-7 A son honors his father, and a servant his lord. Therefore if I
am a Father, where is My honor? And if I am the Lord, where is My fear?
says Jehovah of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name. But you
say, How have we despised Your name? You offer defiled food upon My
altar. And you say, How have we defiled You? In that you say, The table of
Jehovah is despicable.

1 John 1:8 If we say that we do not have sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

Spiritual reality is that which is true. It is the truth that sets us free. However, a
Christian often does not touch that which is true; instead, he falls into falsehood,
and he is deceived and bound by the deception. He does not see the true nature
of matters, but is deceived to think that he is very clear. What he thinks and does
is totally wrong, and yet he thinks that he is very right. This kind of condition is
known as “obsession.” Those who are obsessed need God's light before they can
be delivered from their obsession. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol.

30, p. 257)
Today's Reading

Obsession is self-deception. An obsessed person is like the person described in
1 John 1:8....If a man knows that he has sinned, yet tells others that he has not
sinned, this is a lie. But if a man has sinned, yet believes that he has not sinned,
this is self-deception. Lying is knowing that one has sinned but telling others that
he has not sinned. Being obsessed is having clearly sinned yet, at the same time,
thinking that one is as wonderful and as sinless as the Lord Jesus, even to the
point that he believes and says that he has no sin. Lying is knowing that one has
sinned and trying to deceive others. Being obsessed is believing that one has no sin
and telling others that he has no sin, when he has really sinned. In other words,
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lying is deceiving others, while being obsessed is deceiving oneself. The content
of lying and obsession are the same; there is sin in both cases. But in one case, a
man's conscience knows that he has sinned, yet he deceives others by saying that
he has not sinned. In the other case, a man's mind tells him that he has not sinned,
and in his heart he also believes that he has not sinned. Those who deceive others
are lying, while those who deceive themselves are obsessed. All obsessed persons
are self-deceiving persons. All obsessed persons spend so much time considering
themselves that they fall into obsession. Many proud people have become obsessed
because they not only try to make others believe that they are a certain kind of
person, but they themselves believe that they are that kind of person!

Obsession is a matter of the heart. It is doing the wrong thing yet saying in the heart
that it is right. If a man does something wrong, yet stubbornly says with his mouth
that it is right, this is lying. But if a man does something wrong, and not only says
with his mouth but even believes in his heart that it is right, this is obsession.

The symptom of obsession is thinking and believing that a wrong thing is right to the
point that one cannot say that it is wrong. This is being obsessed. There are those who
imagine that something is happening with others when nothing actually is happening.
The imagination goes so far that they become convinced of a certain matter, and they
even come up with proofs and evidences to support their imagination. This also is
obsession. Some Christians want to do something or desire to achieve certain goals. In
the beginning they have some feeling that what they want to do may not be right. But
later, as their thoughts are set in that direction, the more they think about it, the more
they feel that it is right, and the more real and true the things become. In the end, they
believe that it is absolutely right. They consider it to be the truth, and they tell others
that it is the truth. This also is obsession. One can be so obsessed that when others use
God's Word and prove to him that he is wrong, he will still not take heed. It is not easy
to help or correct an obsessed Christian, because he believes that his conscience says
he is right. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 36, pp. 257-259)

Further Reading: The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 36, pp. 257-271
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WEEK 11 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Mal. 1:2 I have loved you, says Jehovah; but you say, How have You loved us?
Was not Esau Jacob's brother, declares Jehovah? Yet I loved Jacob.

3:13-14 Your words have been strongly against Me, says Jehovah; but you say,
What have we spoken against You? You say, It is vain to serve God; and what
profit is it that we have kept His charge and have walked mournfully before
Jehovah of hosts?

In Malachi 3:13 through 18 we see Jehovah's encouragement to those who fear
Him and serve Him....The words of some of the sons of Jacob were strongly
against Jehovah (v. 13a)....They said, “It is vain to serve God”...(v. 14). They
worshipped and served God, but they did it mournfully, not at all happy that they
were required to do these things.

Those who spoke strongly against Jehovah also said, “Now we call the arrogant
blessed; not only have those who act wickedly been built up, but they also try
God and escape” (v. 15). This indicates that these opposers of God seemed to be
saying, “The way to be blessed is not to be humble but to be arrogant. The ones
who act wickedly not only are built up, but they try God, not believing Him and
not giving Him the tithe, and they escape from any kind of calamity. Instead of
suffering, they escape tribulation.” (Life-study of Malachi, pp. 15-16)

Today's Reading

We must be very careful not to have any intention of deceiving others. Even when we say
something inaccurate by accident, we should correct it. If we try to consciously say an
inaccurate word, we will first deceive others, but in the end, we will fall into self-deception.

In the Old Testament, there is one book, [Malachi,] which shows us what
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obsessed people are like....In 1:2 it says, “I have loved you, says Jehovah.” This
is a fact. Yet the Israelites said, “How have You loved us?” This is obsession. The
word which came out of the mouth of the Israelites was different from ordinary
lying. They were not afraid to say to God, “How have You loved us?” This proves
that they sincerely believed in their heart that God had not loved them. They did
not believe the facts; they took falsehood as truth. This is being obsessed.

Malachi 1:6 says, “A son honors his father, and a servant his lord. Therefore if
I am a Father, where is My honor? And if I am the Lord, where is My fear? says
Jehovah of hosts to you, O priests who despise My name.” This is God's word. Yet
they said, “How have we despised Your name?” They did not fear Jehovah, yet
they believed that they had not despised His name. This is obsession.

Malachi 2:13 says, “And this second thing you do: You cover the altar of Jehovah
with tears, with weeping and sighing, so that He no longer regards the sacrifice
or receives it with pleasure from your hand.” These are facts. Yet they said, “For
what reason?” (v. 14). They did something wrong, yet they did not believe that
there was such a thing. This is obsession.

Malachi 3:7 says, “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from
My statutes and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,
says Jehovah of hosts.” This is God's word. Yet they asked God, “How shall we
return?” It seems as if they had never gone away from God's ordinances. They
believed that they did not need to turn any further. This is obsession.

Verse 8 says, “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me.” This is God's word.
Yet they said, “How have we robbed You?” They robbed God, yet they believed
that they had not done anything. This is obsession.

Verse 13 says, “Your words have been strongly against Me, says Jehovah.” This is
a fact. Yet they said, “What have we spoken against You?” Their words had been
strong against God, yet they believed that they had not done anything. This is
obsession. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 36, pp. 259-261)

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 3
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WEEK 11 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Mal. 3:1-3 I am about to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me;
and suddenly the Lord, whom you seek, will come to His temple. And the Angel
of the covenant, whom you desire, He will come, says Jehovah of hosts. And who
will endure the day of His coming? And who will stand when He appears? For
He is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap. And He will sit as a refiner and a
purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and purge them like gold and
like silver, and they will offer to Jehovah a sacrifice in righteousness.

The book of Malachi reveals Christ in His first coming and in His second coming,.
In His first coming He is the Messenger of God. As the Messenger of God, Christ
not only brings a word or a message from God to God's people; He Himself is the
living message. This is fully proved by the four Gospels, which are a complete and
perfect record of Christ as the living message sent by God to His chosen people.
While the Lord Jesus was living on earth, as He traveled through the cities and as
He spoke to the people, ministering Himself into the intrinsic part of their being,
He Himself was the message. (Life-study of Malachi, p. 9)

Today's Reading

Jehovah's dealing with the sons of Levi is to refine and purify the priests by
His coming as the Messenger of Jehovah (Mal. 3:1-4)....This prophecy has a
threefold fulfillment.

First, this prophecy was fulfilled in the coming of the prophet Malachi, the
type of Christ as the coming One....Second, this prophecy was fulfilled in
the first coming of Christ with John the Baptist as His forerunner (Matt.
11:7-13). In His first coming, Christ came as a Messenger and even as the
message sent by God to adjust, refine, and purify the priests. In the Gospels
the Lord Jesus frequently rebuked the priests....Third, this prophecy will be
fulfilled in the second coming of Christ with Elijah as His forerunner (Isa.

2012 Summer Training - Message 11 - Page 13



9~11, Rtt1l, B+—3~4),

EBXILAMFEE LRI HEUEFIAFIFK
B, wENEFIARREN (B=1, Z=TL),
AEBEXTANEELEHRRE, EEUETIAR LR
THEZFFLNY (KZA8) . RXERE, K
FM LRI A, U AR AR 2 W9 AR — RS A
R, ERARMNMAELFTY: TXAE R KA
SLHHL | (B2 220) MRS T HL ERXAE,
HWAXSHbE SR RN ETAERNM Ea, &£
W ER—, FERMNEAWAR. BEALIGKE
N FHMALT HY, BERERTE, RRAFRFE
ZAW B, R, mAHEESAAN AT, &
EBE RN, #MEEIIANELTR, EERHFM
%%%;A%i&ﬁﬁ%oﬁﬁ,%Mﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%
&L

EERHOWHELZANK, wEAZAND, HER
BIFEEANARTI, TENREE, EUITHFE LR
waksetr (B=24) . ETFEN, BRAKLAAE
EHAGEL, REEKARMIIE: A, #IFE
SR E, UL, BEFZJORlER, EEH.
Zhl. ZRUUEF], EiIEREEHFEENEE,

EEFZRKIaH, BEEIANES, TEFREN
(1), fmAX#EX (H2), FXE, AHREESR
ME— KRBT LAWBEH, FHLLANEE,
EELTHA, LT FRUMAEN &L B
E, RARLMWER, LT HL (K=/2~30) (3
wEHEREE, DALETEANL. EO—T) o

sk BUEHEREE, TR,

" O——FEFIIILG- BFEt+—FF-5F14 131

40:3-5, 9-11; Matt. 17:11; Rev. 11:3-4).

Christ will come suddenly as the Angel of the covenant, whom the people of Israel
seek and whom the people of Israel desire (Mal. 3:1; Hag. 2:7a)....Christ's coming
suddenly as the Angel of the covenant will be to execute upon Israel the covenant
that He enacted through His death (Matt. 26:28). He came in the sense of an Angel
to serve God in forming the new testament. When He established His table on the
night in which He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus told us that He was enacting the
new covenant: “This cup is the new covenant established in My blood” (Luke 22:20).
Thus He formed the new testament, in which God is obligated to dispense Himself
into our being to be our life, our life law, and our everything as our content. Although
the Lord Jesus enacted the new covenant nearly two thousand years ago, generally
speaking the Jewish people have not benefitted by it. Instead, the benefit has gone
to the Gentiles. However, when Christ comes back, He will come as the Angel of the
covenant to execute His covenant over the repentant and believing Jews. At that time
they will become beneficiaries of the new covenant.

Christ will come also to refine and purify the sons of Levi, mainly the priests, like
a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap that they may offer to God the proper sacrifice
(Mal. 3:2-4). In the millennium the repentant Jews who are regenerated through
the new covenant will be the priests to take care of all the nations. For this they
will need much refining and purifying. Therefore, in His second coming Christ
will renew, sanctify, and transform Israel to be His refined and purified priests.

In His second coming, Christ will be the Angel of the covenant, the Desire of
nations (3:1), and the Sun of righteousness (4:2). Actually, Christ was the Angel
of the covenant even in His first coming. As the Angel of the covenant, Christ
enacted the new covenant. Before going to the cross, the last thing He did was to
establish the new covenant at His table (Matt. 26:26-30). (Life-study of Malachi,

pp- 5-7,9)
Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 1
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WEEK 11 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Mal. 4:2 But unto you who fear My name will the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in His wings, and you will go forth and leap about like well-fed calves.

Matt. 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father....

Based upon [His] new covenant (Heb. 8:10-12), we are forgiven by God, who
even forgets our failures. God is then able to dispense Himself into our intrinsic
being to be our life, to be the law of life, and to be everything to us as our inward
content that we may live Him. This means that the new covenant is to make us
absolutely one with God. He becomes us, and we, being constituted with Him,
are one with Him in His life and nature. (Life-study of Malachi, p. 10)

Today's Reading

God has been constituted into us to become us and...we have become one with
God in His life and nature. The New Testament reveals that God is our Father
and that we are His sons. We are not sons who have been adopted by God but
sons who have been born of God. God is our Father because He has begotten us,
and we are His sons because we have been born of Him. Just as a child shares
the life and nature of his father but not the fatherhood, so we as sons born of
God share God's life and nature but not His fatherhood nor His Godhead. We are
the same as God our Father in life and nature, but we surely are not God in His
Godhead or the Father in His fatherhood. This is the intrinsic revelation of the
Bible, especially of the New Testament.

In our daily living, we need to remember our status as sons of God possessing the
life and nature of God. For example, if a brother and his wife both realize this,
knowing that they are not only human but also divine, they will respect each other
to the uttermost. Instead of disputing, they will honor each other and be kind to
each other....We should not forget our status as sons of God.
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In His second coming, Christ will also be the Desire of the nations (Mal. 3:1;
Hag. 2:7). Christ is the One whom we desire. Day by day we desire Him to be our
love, our humility, our meekness, and our joy. Nothing is better than joy. This joy
becomes our strength, our healing, our feeding, and our nourishment. Real joy
comes from Christ being our life, our virtues, and our everything. I can testify that I
have been loving this One for over seventy years, and I love Him today much more
than ever. Daily I desire Him, love Him, and consider Him. He surely is our Desire.

As the Sun of righteousness, Christ will come with healing in His wings (Mal. 4:2).
Today the Pentecostal people practice what is called divine healing. Actually,
Christ Himself is our healing. He is the Sun that heals us as it shines upon us.

In His first coming, the earth rejected Christ; therefore, the earth lacks His healing.
But because we have received Him in a secret, hidden way, we receive His healing
every day. His healing causes us to have joy so that we forget our anger and anxiety.
We are sick from sin, death, and many deficiencies and imperfections. Only this
healing Christ can make us whole. To be healed is to be saved. To be healed, to be
saved, is to be made whole. He will heal us, but we must give Him the freedom to
use His wings to fly above us, around us, and within us.

In His first coming, Christ healed the degraded priesthood, but in His second
coming, He will heal the remnant of the people of Israel. Then He will be
everything to the earth and to us. This healing Christ will come suddenly. Thus,
we need to be alert, ready to receive Him.

The center of the book of Malachi is the healing Christ. This healing Christ is
the Messenger of God, the Angel of the covenant, and the Desire of the nations.
Christ's being our healing is based upon His being the Sun of righteousness. The
word “Sun” indicates life, and the word “righteousness” indicates justice. The
whole earth is filled with death and injustice, but with the healing Christ we have
life and justice. We are waiting for Him to come as the Sun of righteousness with
healing in His wings. (Life-study of Malachi, pp. 10-12)

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 2
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2012 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of the Minor Prophets

Message Twelve
The Revival Revealed in the Minor Prophets

Scripture Reading: Hab. 3:2a; Hosea 6:2; Joel 2:28-29; Hag. 1:14a; 2:7a; Mal. 3:1b; 4:2

Outline
DAY 1

I. Habakkuk 3:2a speaks of revival—“0 Jehovah, revive Your work /
In the midst of the years”:

A. We may say that this matter of revival is the “kernel” within the “shell” of the books
of the Minor Prophets.

B. Among God's elect there has always been an aspiration to be revived; although we
may not realize it, such an aspiration has been within us through all the years of our
Christian life—cf. Psa. 80:17-19.

C. In the eyes of God, one person among His elect represents the whole; God always
considers His elect as a corporate Body.

D. This means that Habakkuk and we are one in the unit of God's elect; thus, when
Habakkuk prayed for revival, we also prayed; such a prayer is an everlasting prayer.

E. In order to practice the God-ordained and scriptural way to meet and to serve, we
need to be revived; this is why the Lord leads us to practice morning revival:

1. We believers should follow the sunrising to be revived and to have a new beginning every
morning; every day we need a “sunrising,” and this sunrising is a revival—Mal. 4:2; Prov.
4:18; Judg. 5:31; Matt. 13:43.

2. If we experience a daily revival, then we will be living and qualified to practice the God-
ordained way and to help the church to take this way.
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DAY 2

II. On the one hand, Habakkuk prayed for revival; on the other hand,
Hosea spoke of the desolation of the “two days” and the resurrection on
the third day—“He will enliven us after two days; / On the third day He
will raise us up, / And we will live in His presence”—Hosea 6:2:

A. With the Lord one day is like a thousand years (2 Pet. 3:8); according to this principle,
the two days in Hosea 6:2 may signify the first two periods of a thousand years each,
counting from A.D. 70, when the Roman prince Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the temple,
cruelly killed thousands of Jews, and scattered the Jews among the nations.

B. From that time Israel, our representative, has been desolate; from that time the
Jews have been without king, without prince, without sacrifice, and without the temple,
fulfilling Hosea's prophecy in 3:4.

C. For two thousand years God has left Israel in a dead condition, but after this two-
thousand-year period the third thousand years will come.

D. The third day may signify a third period of a thousand years, that is, the millennium,
the age of restoration, which will be in the reality of Christ's resurrection (Rev. 20:6);
at that time Israel will be raised up, that is, restored.

E. This principle is the same in our Christian life:

1. After the two days of desolation there is the third day; Christ was resurrected on the third
day, and as the pneumatic Christ, the life-giving Spirit, in resurrection, He is the reality of
the third day—1 Cor. 15:4, 45; John 11:25.

2. Today we may receive the pneumatic Christ in resurrection and thus enjoy the reality of
His resurrection; if we have the resurrected Christ, we are in the morning, the sunrising, and
this is a real revival to us.

3. Whenever we contact such a Christ, we are brought from the desolation of the two days to
the resurrection of the third day.

DAY 3
F. The revival revealed in the Minor Prophets can be applied to the family, to the church, to
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the nations, to the entire human race, and even to the whole universe; in principle, everything
and everyone on earth are in the desolation of the two days spoken of in Hosea 6:2:

1. Since the fall of man, there has been in all of creation an aspiration for revival; concerning
this, Romans 8:20-22 says, “The creation was made subject to vanity, not of its own will, but
because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will also be freed from the
slavery of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that
the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now.”

2. As a result of Adam's fall, corruption, slavery, and death have come into the whole
creation; today everything is decaying and is under the slavery of corruption; all the things
that are under this slavery aspire to be revived—cf. 2 Cor. 4:16.

G. The universal need for revival, for restoration, can be met only by Christ and in
Christ; only Christ, who was resurrected on the third day, is the renewing power:

1. For the whole universe and for all mankind, Christ is the resurrection, the reality of the

third day; the reality of the third day is the person of the resurrected Christ with the reality
of revival.

2. Christ, therefore, is the element of the revival for which all creation aspires; the
corruption and desolation can be swallowed up only by the resurrected Christ.

H. The way to experience revival is to contact Christ by repenting and confessing our sins,
failures, and darkness, thereby entering into Him as the resurrection; by doing this, we are
brought from the desolation of the two days to Christ as the reality of the third day; the third
day is nothing other than the person of the resurrected Christ with the reality of revival.

DAY 4
II1. Joel 2:28 and 29 speak of the outpouring of the Spirit:

A. Every day we need the outpouring of the all-inclusive, consummated, compound, life-
giving Spirit as the processed and consummated Triune God.

B. This Spirit includes Christ's divinity and humanity, the effectiveness of His death, and
the power of His resurrection; this Spirit is our portion, our inheritance.

IV. The response of God's elect is to be stirred up in their spirit by the Lord:
“Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the governor
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of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and
the spirit of all the remnant of the people”—Hag. 1:14a:

A. For the recovery of the building of God's house, God's elect were stirred up by the Lord in
their spirit in the order of God's authority, beginning with Zerubbabel the governor—cf. Ezra 1:5.

B. In the Minor Prophets both the divine Spirit and the stirred-up human spirit of God's
elect are mentioned.

C. In the New Testament the divine Spirit has been consummated and poured out (Acts
2:17-21; Joel 2:28-32), and our human spirit responds to such a Spirit by being stirred
up (2 Tim. 1:6-7; cf. Acts 17:16; Rom. 8:16; 2 Cor. 2:13).

DAY 5

V. The Minor Prophets also reveal that Christ is our enjoyment; the
enjoyment of God's Christ is actually the enjoyment of God Himself—
Psa. 43:4:
A. “I will shake all the nations, and the Desire of all the nations will come”—Hag. 2:7a;
cf. Mal. 3:1b:

1. We may enjoy Christ as the Desire of God's elect and the One desired by mankind;
whether we are hot or cold toward the Lord, we desire Christ; every day we desire Christ.

2. Even though the nations do not know Christ, they still desire Christ; all people desire to
have peace and a good life with virtues such as light, love, patience, humility, meekness,
endurance, joy, and righteousness; since Christ is the reality of these things, for the nations
to desire these things means that, unconsciously, they desire Christ.

3. Christ is mankind's unique need; everyone, the believers and the unbelievers alike,
desires Christ.

B. We may enjoy Christ as the Angel of the covenant—v. 1b:
1. For Him to be the Angel means that He is a serving one—cf. Heb. 1:14.

2. As the Angel of the covenant, He enacted the new covenant at His table (Luke
22:20), and as its surety (Heb. 7:22), He makes everything in it a reality to us (Jer.
31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12).
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DAY 6

C. Malachi 4:2 tells us that we may enjoy Christ as the Sun of righteousness with
healing in His wings:

1. As the Sun of righteousness, Christ is our enjoyment for our growing in life, in the
dispelling of the darkness.

2. As the Sun of righteousness, Christ is our enjoyment for our healing in life, in the effacing
of unrighteousness.

VI. When we have Christ, we not only have revival—we have
restoration:

A. The millennial kingdom will be a time of restoration (Matt. 19:28; Acts 3:21); this
restoration will consummate in the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem
as the center.

B. That will be the ultimate, the consummate, restoration accomplished by the resurrected Christ.

VII. The Lord desires to bring the churches into a new revival to end
this age:

A. We can enter into a new revival by arriving at the highest peak of the divine revelation
through the ministry of the age—the revelation of the eternal economy of God: “I hope that the
saints in all the churches throughout the earth, especially the co-workers and the elders, will
see this revelation and then rise up to pray that God would give us a new revival—a revival
which has never been recorded in history”—Life-study of First and Second Chronicles, p. 15.

B. We can enter into a new revival by living the life of a Godman: “We should all declare
that we want to live the life of a God-man. Eventually, the God-men will be the victors, the
overcomers, the Zion within Jerusalem. This will bring in a new revival which has never been
seen in history, and this will end this age”—Life-study of First and Second Chronicles, p. 28.

C. We can enter into a new revival by shepherding people according to God: “I hope that
there will be a genuine revival among us by our receiving this burden of shepherding. If
all the churches receive this teaching to participate in Christ's wonderful shepherding,
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WEEK 12 DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Hab. 3:2 ...0 Jehovah, revive Your work in the midst of the years; in the midst of
the years make it known...

Psa. 80:17-19 Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, upon the son of
man whom You have strengthened for Yourself;...Revive us, and we will call upon
Your name. O Jehovah God of hosts, restore us; cause Your face to shine, and we
will be saved.

In his prayer for revival, Habakkuk represents all God's elect throughout the
generations [Hab. 3:2]. Among God's elect there has always been an aspiration
to be revived. Moreover, since the fall of man there has been in all creation an
aspiration for revival (Rom. 8:19-23). Adam's fall brought corruption, slavery, and
death into the whole creation (Rom. 5:12); everything is decaying and is under the
slavery of corruption. All the things that are under this slavery aspire to be revived.

The universal need for revival, for restoration, can be met only by Christ and in
Christ. Only Christ, who was resurrected on the third day (1 Cor. 15:4), is the
renewing power. For the whole universe and for all mankind, Christ is the reality
of the third day (John 11:25). The reality of the third day is the person of the
resurrected Christ with the reality of revival. Christ, therefore, is the element
of the revival for which all creation aspires. The corruption and desolation can
be swallowed up only by Christ's resurrection. The way to experience revival is
to contact Christ by repenting and confessing our sins, failures, and darkness,
thereby entering into Him as the resurrection. (Hab. 3:2, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

[As a conclusion] to the life-study of the Minor Prophets, I have the burden to speak
a word concerning the revival revealed in the Minor Prophets. We may say that this
matter of revival is the “kernel” within the “shell” of the books of the Minor Prophets.
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Habakkuk 3:2a speaks of revival....Among God's elect there has always been an
aspiration to be revived. As long as you are a saved one, every day, consciously
or unconsciously, there is an aspiration with a spontaneous prayer within you:
“O Lord, revive us.” Although we may not realize it, such an aspiration has been
within us through all the years of our Christian life.

We may think that Habakkuk's prayer for revival was good for him but has
nothing to do with us. However, regarding his prayer, we need to realize that
with God there is no time element. In the eyes of God, one person among His
elect represents the whole. God always considers His elect as a corporate Body.
This means that Habakkuk and we are one in the unit of God's elect. Thus, when
Habakkuk prayed for revival, we also prayed. We prayed for revival twenty-six
hundred years ago. Such a prayer is an everlasting prayer.

I [have] charged the saints to put the God-ordained way into a living practice, but
without a revival, how could we have anything living? If we endeavor to practice
just the first step of the God-ordained way—to visit people for the gospel—
without being revived, this will be a heavy burden that no one can bear. We all
need to realize that we have been saved and kept on earth to do one thing—
to go to disciple the nations, beginning from “ Jerusalem” and spreading to “
Judea,” to “Samaria,” and to the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). If we live
for our education, a career, a good marriage, or a nice house, that is vanity of
vanities. We are living here for the spreading of the Lord Jesus, not merely to our
neighborhood but to the entire world. If we would do this, we need to be revived.
This is why the Lord has led us to practice the morning revival.

This matter of morning revival is according to the natural law in God's creation.
God created the universe so that there is a sunrising every twenty-four hours. We
believers should follow the sunrising to be revived every morning. Every day we
need a “sunrising,” and this sunrising is a revival. If we experience a daily revival,
then we will be living and qualified to practice the God-ordained way and to help
the church to take this way. (Life-study of Malachi, pp. 19-20)

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 4
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WEEK 12 DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Hosea 3:4 For the children of Israel will abide for many days without king and without
prince and without sacrifice and without pillar and without ephod and teraphim.

6:1-2 Come and let us return to Jehovah; for He has torn us, but He will heal us,
and He has stricken us, but He will bind us up. He will enliven us after two days;
on the third day He will raise us up, and we will live in His presence.

In Hosea 6:1 we have a word concerning Israel's coming and returning to
Jehovah....Verse 2 says, “He will enliven us after two days; / On the third day
He will raise us up....” What are the “two days,” and what is “the third day” in
this verse? In the Bible there is a principle that “with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years” (2 Pet. 3:8). According to this principle, the two days here might
signify the first two periods of a thousand years each, counting from A.D. 70,
when the Roman prince Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, cruelly killed
thousands of Jews, and scattered the Jews among the nations. From that time
the Jews have been without king, without prince, without sacrifice, and without
the temple, fulfilling Hosea's prophecy in 3:4. For two thousand years God has
left Israel in a dead condition. After this two-thousand-year period, the third
thousand years will come. The third day in 6:2 might signify the third period of
a thousand years, that is, the millennium, the age of restoration, in the reality of
Christ's resurrection (Rev. 20:4, 6). (Life-study of Hosea, pp. 33-34)

Today's Reading

In Hosea 6:3 there is a word concerning knowing Jehovah and concerning
Christ's going forth as the dawn and His coming as the rain. The first part of
the verse says, “Therefore let us know, let us pursue knowing Jehovah.” The
remainder of the verse says that Christ's going forth is as sure as the dawn.
He will come to us as the rain, as the late rain which waters the earth (in the
restoration of the millennium—Matt. 19:28; Rev. 20:4, 6).
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In Hosea 6:11 we have Jehovah's promise to Judah in the return of the apostate
people. This promise is that there will be a harvest appointed for Judah, when
Jehovah will turn the captivity of His people. This means that in the restoration
all the Israelites, including the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern
kingdom of Judah, will be very rich in all kinds of produce from the earth. The
earth was created by God to produce a rich harvest, but due to the fall of man,
the earth was cursed to grow thorns, and man has had to labor with sweat for
food (Gen. 3:17-19). In the restoration time the earth will be restored to its
original condition and will be rich, fertile, and productive. Thus, a harvest will be
apportioned to Judah for their enjoyment. (Life-study of Hosea, p. 34)

On the one hand, Habakkuk prayed for revival; on the other hand, Hosea spoke of
the desolation of the “two days” and the resurrection on the “third day”: “He will
enliven us after two days; / On the third day He will raise us up” (6:2). Since to
God a thousand years are as one day (2 Pet. 3:8), these “two days” may refer to a
period of two thousand years. For almost two thousand years, from the time Titus
destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70, Israel, our representative, has been
desolate. From that year Israel lost the priesthood, the sacrifices, the prophets, the
king, and the temple. Eventually, there will be the “third day”—the thousand years
of the millennial kingdom—when Israel will be raised up, that is, restored.

The principle is the same in our Christian life. At a certain time we became
desolate. After the two days of desolation, there is the third day, which
signifies the pneumatic Christ in resurrection. Today we may receive
the pneumatic Christ in resurrection and thus enjoy the reality of His
resurrection. If we have the resurrected Christ, we are in the morning, the
sunrising, and this is a real revival to us. In 1984 I realized that the recovery
was in a dormant condition, like the desolation of the two days in Hosea 6:2.
However, if we experience a real revival, we will be in the third day. (Life-study
of Malachi, pp. 20-21)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hosea, msg. 4
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WEEK 12 DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:22-23 For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails
in pain together until now. And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan in ourselves, eagerly awaiting
sonship, the redemption of our body.

John 11:25 ...I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if
he should die, shall live.

The revival revealed in the Minor Prophets can be applied to the family, to the
church, to the nations, to the entire human race, and even to the whole universe.
In principle, everything and everyone on earth are in the desolation of the
two days spoken of in Hosea 6:2. Since the fall of man, there has been in all of
creation an aspiration for revival. Concerning this, Romans 8:20-22 says, “The
creation was made subject to vanity, not of its own will, but because of Him who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will also be freed from the slavery of
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that
the whole creation groans together and travails in pain together until now.” As
a result of Adam's fall, corruption, slavery, and death have come into the whole
creation. Today everything is decaying and is under the slavery of corruption. All
the things that are under this slavery aspire to be revived. (Life-study of Malachi,

pp. 23-24)
Today's Reading

Man's fall brought in corruption, and with corruption there is slavery. Because of
this corruption and slavery, there is the need everywhere for revival, for restoration.
This need can be met only by Christ and in Christ. Christ was resurrected on the
third day, and as the pneumatic Christ in resurrection, He is the reality of the third
day. Christ, therefore, is the element of the revival for which all of creation aspires.
The corruption and desolation can be swallowed up only by Christ's resurrection.
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Unbelievers as well as believers aspire to be revived, to have a new beginning.
Everyone wants something new. Only Christ is the renewing factor. Only Christ,
who rose up on the third day, is the renewing power. For the whole universe and
for all of mankind, Christ is the reality of the third day.

When we received Christ, we received Him as the One who is Himself the
resurrection (John 11:25). Immediately after receiving Him, we had a new
beginning in our human life. That new beginning was a revival. However,
eventually we again entered into a state of desolation and thus needed another
revival. This cycle of desolation and revival, revival and desolation, has been
repeated again and again.

The way to have the revival we need is to contact Christ, repenting and confessing
our sins, failures, and darkness. By doing this we are brought from the desolation
of the two days to the resurrection of the third day. Whenever we are in desolation
we need such a revival. We need to come to the third day, and the third day is
nothing other than the person of the resurrected Christ with the reality of revival.
In addition, we have the outpouring of the Triune God as the consummated, all-
inclusive, life-giving Spirit, and our spirit responds by being stirred up.

When our spirit is stirred up in response to the outpouring of the Spirit, we
enjoy Christ not only as the resurrected One but also as the One desired by
all of mankind. He is mankind's unique need. Everyone, the believers and the
unbelievers alike, desires Christ.

The Christ we desire has enacted the new covenant and He, as its surety,
is now executing it. Through this covenant God has been allotted to us as
our legal portion in Christ, who is the Sun of righteousness with healing in
His wings. Apart from Him, we have darkness and unrighteousness, but
with Him everything is light and righteousness. (Life-study of Malachi,

pp. 24-25)
Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, msg. 2
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WEEK 12 DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Joel 2:28-29 ...I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy; your old men shall dream dreams; your young men
shall see visions....In those days I will pour out My Spirit.

Hag. 1:14 ...Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel...and the spirit of
Joshua...the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they
came and did work in the house of Jehovah of hosts their God.

Joel 2:28 and 29 speak of the outpouring of the Spirit. Every day we need the
outpouring of the all-inclusive, consummated, compound, life-giving Spirit as
the processed and consummated Triune God. This all-inclusive Spirit includes
Christ's divinity and humanity, the effectiveness of His death, and the power
of His resurrection. This Spirit is our portion, our inheritance. (Life-study of
Malachi, p. 21)

Today's Reading

[In Haggai 1:14] we see the response of God's elect, who were stirred up by the
Lord in the order of God's authority. When they responded by being stirred up in
their spirit by the Lord, we all were included.

In the Minor Prophets there are both the divine Spirit, the consummated Spirit of
God, and the human spirit, the stirred-up spirit of God's elect. The divine Spirit
has been poured out, and our human spirit (the key to experiencing and enjoying
Christ) responds to such a Spirit by being stirred up.

We may feel that our spirit was stirred up early in our Christian life but that it is
no longer stirred up. However, this is not true. Unconsciously, the spirit of every
regenerated believer is stirred up. If we go to a place of worldly entertainment,
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our spirit will be stirred up to tell us to leave that place. Whenever we grieve the
Spirit (Eph. 4:30), we have no peace. This is the stirring up of our spirit. When
we read the Bible, we feel calm and peaceful. Even in this calmness, our spirit
is under the stirring up by the Spirit. Every day we cannot avoid the stirring
up of our spirit. The Bible reveals that once the consummated, compound,
life-giving Spirit comes into us, He will never leave. As He dwells in us, He is
often a “troublemaker,” stirring us up either negatively or positively. If we take
care of this negative or positive stirring up, we will be revived, and we will be
strengthened and encouraged to carry out the God-ordained way

....The Minor Prophets also reveal that God's Christ is our enjoyment. The
enjoyment of God's Christ is actually the enjoyment of God Himself....We may
enjoy Christ as the Desire of God's elect (Mal. 3:1b; cf. Hag. 2:7a). Whether we are
hot or cold toward the Lord, we desire Christ. Can you say that you have no desire
for Christ? Every day we desire Christ....We may enjoy Christ also as the Angel
of the covenant (Mal. 3:1b). For Him to be the Angel means that He is a serving
one. In His coming back, Christ will be the Angel of the covenant. He enacted
the new covenant with His blood at His table (Matt. 26:26-29; Luke 22:20). In
the new covenant, God is imparted into us as life and as our life supply, and we
have the forgiveness of sins (Jer. 31:31-34)....Christ not only enacted the new
covenant through His death, but in resurrection He executes the new covenant as
its surety (Heb. 7:22), making it real to us. In particular, He assures us that our
sins have been forgiven and that we have Him as our life and life supply signified
by the bread at the Lord's table. Day by day we may enjoy Him as the surety of
the new covenant....As the Angel of the covenant, Christ dispenses the riches of
the covenanted Triune God into His elect. According to Acts 26:18b, we have
received not only the forgiveness of sins but also “an inheritance among those
who have been sanctified.” This inheritance is the Triune God Himself with all He
has, all He has done, and all He will do for His redeemed people. The Triune God
is embodied in the all-inclusive Christ, who is “the allotted portion of the saints”
as their inheritance (Col. 1:12). (Life-study of Malachi, pp. 21-23)

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 4
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WEEK 12 DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Mal. 4:2 But unto you who fear My name will the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in His wings, and you will go forth and leap about like well-fed calves.

Rev. 14:1 And I saw, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with
Him a hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His
Father written on their foreheads.

Malachi 4:2 tells us that we may enjoy Christ as the Sun of righteousness with
healing in His wings....As the Sun of righteousness, Christ is our enjoyment
for growing in life, in the dispelling of the darkness. Just as the shining of the
sunlight enables plants to grow, Christ's shining as the Sun of righteousness is for
our growth in life....As the Sun of righteousness, Christ is our enjoyment also for
healing in life, in the effacing of unrighteousness. Before we enjoy this healing in
life, unrighteousness prevails, but through this healing unrighteousness is effaced
and is replaced by righteousness.

When we have such a Christ, we not only have revival—we have restoration.
The millennial kingdom will be a time of restoration. This restoration will
consummate in the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem as the
center. That will be the ultimate, the consummate, restoration accomplished by
the resurrected Christ. (Life-study of Malachi, pp. 23, 25)

Today's Reading

It is a great miracle and a deep mystery that God has a way to be joined to man and
mingled with man. God became man that man may become God. Such an economy
is incomprehensible to both angels and man. This economy is of God's desire, and
it will reach, attain, the high peak of God's goal. Ultimately the holy city, Jerusalem,
will be the aggregate of all the visions and revelations throughout the Scriptures. The
Triune God and the tripartite man will become a loving couple in eternity as man yet
still God. Divinity and humanity will become a mutual abode, and the glory of God

2012 Summer Training - Message 12 - Page 15



B2 B R A

RRELHNTLWER, ALRAIAKE, #F
LZEE T, RERREE, KHERNFHENA——
M EIRA L E

EREARE, TAR] RREEZANRRNTF, 2hks
FENEEmELx, RINFRAX, RITTEMAK,
flEx e, 2BRNREL, EEAEREHRE, YRIIA
ERNERA, BM2K, [E, KEF-MHA, RIIE
FLRIMAHA. REAREE, TRERGEAN £5,
TiRRAHEN Ew, UBEH, —F, SRRRENAE
w, RAMAML, AR FURKAR, REFERAN
Wi, RUMERBARATRE, USHANEE, AL
&, BLERABAN LR, TRRWEWES, URHA
wR R R ER AR, FEUNENEYE, XBERT
RAEWEE, | KERITT AR EEE, RELFEW
fBle, TIRAGHEREM A, XAHBFHREE Ko

REXRE, RIERER, ABHNAN. RilE
MR, EXH, RITHEGERDLE Ew, BOYHH
LFo EZXERHRT, RIONHAFHEG—NEH,
BREBMBAN, NEEARNW, EERfERL, €
TERB L, G TLEXEETE-AED

o LA E — A A LLAR, R T B AR A A
B2 - RERNERGFEARER K EEAE? K
ENRBENEBERBELEBRENGRE? RIIHBEZE
L, BINETHANEE, B4, HAKREKERZ,
BpE, FHREBABNS L, REFHT L EAA
K LFHE X, CEERIMR (FRILEFEE,
—+L. ZWE=ZAT)

sk IREEREE, FUA,

z
" O——=FEFIIILG- 51+ "FE -5 1611

will be expressed in humanity radiantly in splendor to the uttermost.

I hope that the saints in all the churches throughout the earth, especially the co-
workers and the elders, will see this revelation and then rise up to pray that God
would give us a new revival—a revival which has never been recorded in history.

In God's view mankind is a negative term referring to fallen man. As believers
in Christ and children of God, we are not mankind—we are God-man kind. To
realize this is to be changed, even revolutionized. When we realize that we are
God-men, we will say, “Lord, You are the first God-man, and we are the many
God-men following You. You lived a human life, not by Your human life but by
God's divine life to express Him....Lord, You are my life today and You are my
person. You are just me. I therefore must die. I need to be conformed to Your
death. I have to be crucified to die every day to live a God-man's life, a human life
yet not by my human life but by the divine life, with Your life and Your nature
as my constitution to express You in Your divine attributes, which become my
human virtues.” This makes us not just a Christian or a believer in Christ but a
God-man, one kind with God. This is the highest point of God's gospel.

According to this gospel we were fallen, yet Christ died for us. If we believe in
Him and receive Him, we will have the eternal life to be the sons of God....At the
end of this age, we are teaching and preaching the truth that God became a man
in order to make man God, the same as He is in life and in nature but not in the
Godhead. It is a great blessing to hear this truth.

After hearing that God wants a group of God-men, how can you be content to be
anything else?...Do you want to be a typical Chinese or a typical American? Do
you want to be merely a Christian or a believer in Christ? We should all declare
that we want to live the life of a God-man. Eventually, the God-men will be the
victors, the overcomers, the Zion within Jerusalem. This will bring in a new
revival which has never been seen in history, and this will end this age. (Life-study
of 1 & 2 Chronicles, pp. 15, 27-28)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, msg. 4
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WEEK 12 DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

John 21:15-17 ...Jesus said..., Simon,...do you love Me...? He said to Him, Yes,
Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs. He said to him
again a second time, Simon,...do you love Me?...Shepherd My sheep. He said to
him the third time, Simon,...do you love Me?...Feed My sheep.

The Lord's shepherding was firstly in His earthly ministry (Matt. 9:36). The Lord
saw the Israelites as sheep harassed by their leaders; they were cast away like
sheep not having a shepherd. The Lord as the Shepherd of God's elect prayed,
and God told His sent One to appoint twelve apostles that they might take care of
the sheep of God (Matt. 10:1-6).

The Lord's shepherding is secondly in His heavenly ministry (1 Pet. 5:4) to take care of
the church of God, issuing in His Body. When He was on the earth, He was shepherding.
After His resurrection and ascension to the heavens, He is still shepherding.

When the Lord stayed with His disciples after His resurrection and before His
ascension, in one of His appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His lambs
and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the heavens (John 21:15-
17). Shepherding implies feeding, but it includes much more than feeding. To
shepherd is to take all-inclusive tender care of the flock. (Crystallization-study of
the Gospel of John, pp. 130-131)

Today's Reading

We have to follow the steps of the processed Triune God in His seeking and
gaining fallen people. Luke 15 records that the Pharisees and scribes criticized
the Lord...(v. 2). Then the Lord told three wonderful parables, which unveil the
saving love of the Triune God toward sinners....The Son as the shepherd would
leave the ninety-nine to seek the one lost sheep (Luke 15:3-7)....The second
parable...of a woman seeking a lost coin (vv. 8-10)...signifies the Spirit seeking a
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lost sinner. The Son's finding took place outside the sinner and was completed
at the cross through His redemptive death. The Spirit's seeking is inward and is
carried out by His working within the repenting sinner.

Because of the Son's step of seeking the sinner by dying on the cross and the
Spirit's step of sanctifying by searching and cleansing the sinner's inward parts,
the sinner comes to his senses. This is shown by the prodigal son's coming to
himself and desiring to return to his father (vv. 17-18)....The sinner is awakened
by the Spirit's seeking to cause him to return to the Father.

I hope that there will be a genuine revival among us by our receiving this burden
of shepherding. If all the churches receive this teaching to participate in Christ's
wonderful shepherding, there will be a big revival in the recovery. In the past we did
much speaking and teaching with very little shepherding. Shepherding and teaching
should be like two feet for our move with the Lord. Our shepherding should always
be with teaching, and our teaching should always be with shepherding.

John 21...reveals the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ's heavenly
ministry. In His heavenly ministry Christ is shepherding people, and we need to
cooperate with Him by shepherding people. Without shepherding, our work for
the Lord cannot be effective. We must learn all the truths so that we may have
something to speak and go to contact people to shepherd them.

Shepherding is something divine. In order to be a shepherd, we must be a witness
of Christ, a member of Christ, and a brother of Christ, sharing His sonship. Then we
will participate in the oracle of the sonship to become a prophet. As a prophet for
God's oracle, we will speak for the Lord. Meanwhile, we need to shepherd people. This
is the way to be fruitful, to have the multiplication and the increase. If this kind of
fellowship is received by us, I believe there will be a big revival on the earth, not by a
few spiritual giants but by the many members of Christ's Body being shepherds who
follow the steps of the processed Triune God in seeking and gaining fallen people. (The
Vital Groups, pp. 39-40)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msg. 4; Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 13
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