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2013 Summer Training
Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Banners

God’s intention in creating man in His image and according to His likeness
is that man would receive Him as life and express Him in His attributes,
and God’s intention in giving man dominion is to subdue His enemy, recover the earth,
and exercise His authority over the earth.

The tree of life as the center of God’s eternal economy
typifies Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God,
to be life and the life supply to the tripartite man
as a vessel for the corporate expression of God—
this is the central thought of God.

As God’s people love God and spend time to fellowship with Him in His word,
God infuses them with His divine element,
making them one with Him
as His spouse, the same as He is in life, nature, and expression.

The seed of the woman is the individual Christ—
the One who bruised the serpent through His death on the cross—
and also the corporate Christ—the man-child, including Christ as the Head
and the overcoming believers as the Body—
who will defeat God’s enemy and bring in His kingdom
so that His eternal purpose might be accomplished.
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2013 Summer Training
Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Titles

Msg. One - The Central Thought of God

Msg. Two - Creation in Christ for the Fulfillment of God’s Purpose
Msg. Three - The Experience of Christ as Life Portrayed in Genesis 1
Msg. Four - God Creating Man in His Own Image for His Expression

Msg. Five - Dominion—Subduing the Enemy, Recovering the Earth,
and Exercising God’s Authority over the Earth

Msg. Six - The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
Msg. Seven - The River of Water of Life

Msg. Eight - The Type of Eve as the Counterpart of Adam

Msg. Nine - The Serpent, the Woman, and the Seed of the Woman

Msg. Ten - Abel, Enosh, and Enoch

Msg. Eleven - Noah—the Life and Work That Can Change the Age

Msg. Twelve - A Seed of the Church Life and a Shadow of the Kingdom
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message One

The Central Thought of God

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26; 2:7-10, 18-25; Rev. 22:1-2; 21:2, 9-10, 18-21

Outline
DAY 1

I. God’s desire and purpose is to have a corporate man to

express Him in His image and to represent Him with
His authority; in order for man to express God and
represent God, he must have God as his life, signified by
the tree of life—Gen. 1:26; 2:8-9; Rom. 8:28-29; 2 Cor.
3:16-18; Rom. 5:10, 17, 21; 16:20.

DAY 2

The revelation concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning
of the divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures, and the revelation
concerning the New Jerusalem, as the ending of the divine revelation
in the Holy Scriptures, reflect each other; what is revealed in these
two parts of the Scriptures is the central thought of God, the central
line of the divine revelation, and a controlling principle of the
interpreting and understanding of the Holy Scriptures:

A. Genesis 1 and 2 are the blueprint of God's organic architectural plan

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 1
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to have His divine building—Heb. 11:10; 1 Cor. 3:9.

B. Genesis 3 through Revelation 20 are the building process.

C. Revelation 21 and 22 are the photograph of the finished building, the

corporate expression of the Triune God.
DAY 3

III. Genesis 1—2 and Revelation 21—22 both contain four

organic items, showing the procedures God takes to
fulfill His purpose:

A. The tree of life as the center of God’s eternal economy typifies Christ,

the embodiment of the Triune God, to be life and the life supply to the
tripartite man as a vessel for the corporate expression of God—this
Is the central thought of God—Gen. 2:7-9; Rev. 22:2; cf. Gen. 3:24;
Ezek. 1:28; 1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 3:10; Rev. 21:19-20:

“In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it"—John 1:4-5.

“I am...the life"—14:6; cf. 15:5.

“I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly”—10:10b.

“Truly, truly, 1 say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit’—12:24.

“If you knew the gift of God and who it is who says to you, Give Me a drink, you
would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water...The water
that | will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into
eternal life"—4:10, 14.

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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“I am the bread of life...He who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me...It
is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have
spoken to you are spirit and are life"—6:35, 57, 63.

7. “The last Adam became a life-giving Spirit"—1 Cor. 15:45b.

8. “The law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and
of death"—Rom. 8:2.

9. “If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness”—v. 10.

10.“The mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and
peace”—v. 6; cf. 1 Cor. 6:17.

11. “If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His
Spirit who indwells you”—Rom. 8:11.

12. “Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of
life and may enter by the gates into the city”—Rev. 22:14; cf. Psa. 51:2, 7, 10, 12.

13.“To him who overcomes, to him | will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in
the Paradise of God"—Rev. 2:7; cf. John 6:57, 63; Jer. 15:16; John 15:1, 5, 7; 8:31.

14.“[God] has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers
not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life”—2
Cor. 3:6, cf. w. 8-9; 5:20.

15. “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask and he will
give life to him”—1 John 5:16.

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 3
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DAY 4

. The river flowing to reach the four directions of the earth signifies the river

of water of life as the abundance of life in its flow, flowing out of the unique
God as the source and center to reach man in every direction—Gen. 2:10:

. The river of water of life proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb depicts

how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit, who is symbolized by the water
of life—dispenses Himself to His redeemed under His headship—Rev. 22:1.

. That the river of water of life proceeds “in the middle of its street” (v. 1), which

is pure gold (21:21), signifies that the divine life flows in the divine nature as
the unique way for the daily life of God'’s redeemed people (2 Pet. 1:4; John 4:24,
1John 4:8, 16; 1.5).

. The fellowship of the eternal life (v. 3) is the flow of the eternal life within

all the believers and is depicted by the flow of the water of life in the New
Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1).

4. The following verses show how we must enjoy the flowing Triune God—Jer.

2:13: Psa. 36:8-9; John 7:37-39; Exo. 17:6; Num. 20:7-8: 1 Cor. 12:3b, 13;
Ezek. 47:1-9.

DAY 5

. The flow of the river issues in three precious materials: gold,

bdellium, and onyx stone —Gen. 2:10-12:

. These materials typify the Triune God as the basic elements of the structure

of God's eternal building; the New Jerusalem is constructed of these three
categories of materials—Rev. 21:18-21:

. Gold typifies God the Father with His divine nature, which man may partake of

through God’s calling, as the base of God'’s eternal building—2 Pet. 1:3-4.

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 4
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. Bdellium, a pearl-like material produced from the resin of a tree, typifies the

produce of God the Son in His redeeming and life-releasing death and His life-
dispensing resurrection as the entry into God's eternal building—John 19:34;
12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3; Rev. 21:21.

. Onyx, a precious stone, typifies the produce of God the Spirit with His

transforming work for the building up of God’s eternal building—2 Cor. 3:18.

. The flowing of the divine life in man brings the divine nature into man (2

Pet. 1:4), regenerates man (1 Pet. 1:3), and transforms man into the glorious
image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18); thus, the man who was created of dust (Gen.
2:7) becomes transformed precious materials for God'’s building, which will
consummate in the New Jerusalem.

. By our transformation in life, we are becoming gold, silver, and precious stones

for God’s building—1 Cor. 3:12:

. In order to build with these materials, we ourselves must be constituted with

them; we need the growth in the nature of God the Father, the redemption of
God the Son, and the transformation of God the Spirit; this growth makes us
gold, silver, and precious stones for God’s building—wv. 12, 16-17.

. Through our eating of Christ, along with our spiritual digestion, assimilation,

and metabolism, Christ becomes us, and we become Him; then we become the
precious materials for God's building—John 6:57; Eph. 3:17; Gal. 4:19.

. God’s eternal goal is the building—the temple built with precious materials on

Christ as the unique foundation—1 Cor. 3:11-12, 16-17:

. The growth in the divine life produces materials for the building of

God’shabitation; this habitation, the church, is the increase, the enlargement,

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 5
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of the unlimited Christ—Eph. 2:21-22; John 3:29-34.

. First, we have the farm for the growth in life; then we have the building for

God’s eternal purpose—1 Cor. 3:9; Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20-22; 4:16.

. The actual building of the church as the house of God is by the growth in life of

the believers—1 Cor. 3:6-7, 16-17; Eph. 2:20-21; 1 Pet. 2:2-5:

. True building is the growth in life; the extent to which we have been built up is

the extent to which we have grown.

. In order to have the genuine building, we need to grow by having ourselves

reduced and by having Christ increased within us—Matt. 16:24; Eph. 3:17.
DAY 6

. The final step of God’s procedure in fulfilling His purpose is to work

Himself into man to make man His counterpart, or complement—
Gen. 2:18-25; Rev. 21:2, 9-10:

. In order to produce a complement for Himself, God first became a man, as

typified by God’s creation of Adam—John 1:14; Rom. 5:14.

. Adam’s deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife typifies Christ’s death on

the cross for the producing of the church as His counterpart—Eph. 5:25-27.

. The rib taken from Adam’s opened side typifies the unbreakable,

indestructible, eternal life of Christ, which flowed out of His pierced side
to impart life to His believers for the building up of the church as His
complement—Heb. 7:16; John 19:34.

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 6
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. Genesis 2:22 does not say that Eve was created but that she was built; the

building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam’s side typifies the building of the
church with the resurrection life released from Christ through His death on the
cross and imparted into His believers in His resurrection—John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3.

. Through such a process God in Christ has been wrought into man with His life

and nature so that man can be the same as God in life and nature in order to
match Him as His complement, His bride, His wife—Rev. 21:2, 9-10.

. The church as the real Eve is the totality of Christ in all His believers; only that

which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can be His complement
and counterpart, the Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 5:28-30.

. At the end of the Bible is a city, New Jerusalem, the ultimate and eternal

woman, the corporate bride, the wife of the Lamb, built with three precious
materials, fulfilling for eternity the type shown in Genesis 2; thus, in type all
the precious materials mentioned in verses 11 and 12 are for the building of
the woman.
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WEEK 1 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26 "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them have dominion...over all the earth..."

2:9 "And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the
middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil."

God's desire and purpose are to have a corporate man to express Him
in His image and to represent Him with His authority. Now we must ask a
guestion: how can man express God in His image and represent Him with
His authority? (Life-study of Genesis, p. 117)

After man was created, on the one hand, God rested, but on the other
hand, God's work was not completed because man did not yet have the divine
life. Up to that point, man had the form and the appearance of God but not
the life and nature, the substance, of God. In Genesis 1 there are the created
lives in different degrees, but in Genesis 2 there is the unique and highest
life, the divine life, the uncreated life, signified by the tree of life. Adam was
made as the highest life among the created lives, but he did not have the
divine life at the time of creation. God's intention was that Adam would take
God as his life. Without the divine life being accepted, received, realized, and
experienced by man, man can never be the expression and representative of
God. (The Central Thought of God, p. 26)

Today's Reading

Although the record of creation in Genesis 1 reveals God's purpose in
creating man, it does not show us the way to fulfill this purpose. Therefore,
we need the second record [of creation in Genesis 2] to reveal the way, the
procedure, God takes to fulfill His purpose.

God is going to accomplish His purpose by means of His own life....If we

2013 Summer Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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are going to express God, we need the life of God. If we have the life of God,
we will express Him spontaneously and unconsciously. Once we have His
life, we will express His image. Life is the way to fulfill God's purpose. This
life is not our natural life, but the divine and eternal life of God.

Authority is also related to life....The more life you have, the more
authority you have....Your age assigns you the authority. In order to
represent God with His authority, we need His life.

Man was created in the image of God, but he was like a photograph
showing something of God without having the life of God. Although man was
in the image of God, he did not have the life of God. God intended that man
should partake of the life indicated by the tree of life.

Genesis 1 reveals God's eternal purpose, which is to express Himself
through man and to exercise His dominion with man. Man was created to
express God and to represent God....Although God has a purpose, He must
have a means of fulfilling it. What is God's divine way of accomplishing
His purpose? As we have seen, His way is life. God desires to come into us
as life. In order to accomplish His purpose, God wants to come into man
to be man's life and life supply. Furthermore, Genesis 2 reveals that God's
procedure involves three steps. The first step was for God to create man as
a vessel to contain Him as life. Since man was made as a vessel to contain
God, man can live by Him, express Him, and represent Him. As the second
step, God placed man in front of the tree of life....In placing man before
the tree of life, God was indicating that He wanted man to take Him into
his being that he might be transformed into the precious materials for the
building up of the church. The first step was to make the vessel, the second
was to put this vessel in front of the tree of life, and the third is to work God
into man as life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 117-120, 215-216)

Further Reading: The Vision of God's Building, ch. 1; Life-study of
Genesis, msgs. 6-8, 10; The Central Thought of God, ch. 3; The Central Line
of the Divine Revelation, msgs. 5-6
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« WEEK 1—DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:22 "...Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man,
into a woman and brought her to the man."

Rev. 22:17 "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears
say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the
water of life freely."

The revelation concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning of the divine
revelation in the Holy Scriptures, and the revelation concerning the New Jerusalem,
as the ending of the divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures, reflect each other. Both
contain four things: (1) the tree of life as the center of God's eternal economy (Gen.
2:9; Rev. 22:2), (2) the river flowing to reach the four directions of the earth (Gen.
2:10; Rev. 22:1), (3) three kinds of precious materials (Gen. 2:11-12; Rev. 21:11-
14, 18-21), and (4) a couple (Gen. 2:18-25; Rev. 21:9-10; 22:17). What is revealed
in these two parts of the Scriptures is the central line of the divine revelation of the
entire Holy Scriptures and should be a controlling principle of the interpreting and
understanding of the Holy Scriptures. (Gen. 2:25, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Genesis 1 and 2 are like the blueprint in the beginning of a manual of building
instructions. Revelation 21 and 22 are like a photo of the finished structure
inserted at the end of the manual. First we look at the blueprint; then we read the
building instructions and go to work; finally, at the end, we attain the finished
structure, similar in every detail to the photo in the manual. The Scriptures are
such an instruction book regarding God's building. At the beginning there is the
blueprint, and at the end there is the completion according to the initial concept.

We must spend much time in the detailed instructions of this “manual.”
But first we must be deeply impressed that we are a vessel made with a spirit,
an inner recipient to receive God. We must learn how to exercise our spirit
continually to contact and receive God. Next we must realize that God in
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Christ by the Spirit is the tree of life, the real food for us to eat and enjoy. As
we enjoy Christ in such a way, we will have the flowing of the living water
within us, and by this flowing we will be transformed from clay into precious
materials. Then as transformed materials we must be built up with others.
We cannot be independent, precious Christians. We must learn to be related
with others and very dependent. Finally, such a building will be the bride on
this earth, the bride which will satisfy Christ.

The corporate man whom God is after is not only His expression and
representative but also the bride to satisfy the Bridegroom. However, it is only
when we are enjoying Christ as our food that we may be transformed, and it is
only as we are being transformed that we may be built up with others, and it is
only as we are built up with others that Christ will have full satisfaction with us.
We will be the expression and representative of God as well as the bride of Christ.

We all know that in ourselves, by ourselves, and with ourselves—in
our natural life—we can never be one with others. Every natural man is a
peculiar man, a separate man. A husband in his natural state is not one
with his wife. Although we may be in the closest relationship on earth as a
husband and wife, we are individually peculiar and naturally divided. It is
iImpossible in such a state to be one. Our natural life must be swallowed up
by Christ. We must learn how to contact and feed on Christ in our spirit.
We must learn how to deny our self, rejecting our natural life, and live
by Christ. Then the Lord will flow within, transforming us from clay into
precious stone. As we are united, related, and built up with others, God's
goal will be attained.

We must see a recovery of such a testimony, a group of people who
practice these things, giving all the honor and glory to the ascended Head
because they are His Body on this earth. Then there will be a bride on this
earth to express God and to satisfy Christ. (The Vision of God's Building,
pp. 31-33)

Further Reading: The Vision of God's Building, ch. 2; The Triune God's
Revelation and His Move, msg. 7; The God-men, ch. 4
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« WEEK 1—DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John 14:6 "Jesus said..., | am the way and the reality and the life; no one
comes to the Father except through Me."

15:1 "1 am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman."

Rev. 22:14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have
right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates into the city."

The revelation concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning of the
divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures, contains four matters (Gen. 2:8-
14, 18-24). First, there is the tree of life as the center of God's eternal economy
(v. 9a). Second, [there is] a river flowing into four heads to reach the four
directions of the earth [vv. 10-14]. Third, at the flow of the river are three kinds
of precious materials: gold, pearl, and onyx (vv. 11-12). Here these materials
are scattered and not yet builded together. Fourth, there is a couple, signifying
Christ and the church (vv. 18-24; Eph. 5:22-29, 32). The wife came out of the
husband (signifying Christ) as a part (a rib, signifying the resurrection life of
Christ) of him taken out of him in his sleep (signifying the death of Christ) by
God, which part God built into a woman (signifying the church)—Gen. 2:21-22a.
Then God brought the woman to the man and made her one flesh with him as
her husband to be his counterpart as his increase and expression (vv. 22b-24;
John 3:29a, 30; Eph. 1:23). (The God-men, pp. 62-63)

Today's Reading

The revelation concerning the New Jerusalem, as the ending of the divine
revelation in the Holy Scriptures, also contains four matters (Rev. 21:1—22:2).
First, there is the tree of life as the center of God's eternal economy (22:2).
Second, according to 22:1 a river of water of life flows to reach the four directions
of the earth (cf. 21:13). Third, there are three kinds of precious materials: gold,
pearls, and precious stones. These materials are built together into a city, the city
of New Jerusalem, by the processed and consummated Triune God (21:18-21).
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Fourth, the entire city is a couple. The processed and consummated redeeming
Triune God in Christ is the Husband. The chosen and redeemed people of the
redeeming Triune God are the wife, produced by the processed and consummated
Triune God through Christ's death and resurrection with the divine life of the
redeeming God as the element to be His counterpart as His enlargement and
expression in eternity (vv. 2, 9; Eph. 1:23; 3:19). (The God-men, p. 63)

As a result of the fall, Satan as the tree of knowledge came into man's
flesh. As a result of our believing in Christ, God as the tree of life came into
our spirit. Therefore, the two trees that were once in the garden outside of
man are now within us, one in our flesh and the other in our spirit....Paul
said in his flesh nothing good dwells, only sin [Rom. 7]. Sin is actually the
evil nature of Satan. To say that sin dwells in our flesh means that Satan, the
evil one, is in our flesh. Romans 8:16, a verse which proves that God is in
us, says that the Spirit of God witnesses with our spirit. Thus, every genuine
Christian is a miniature garden of Eden. The mind of your soul represents
your self, sin in your flesh represents Satan, and the Spirit in your spirit
represents God. As in the garden of Eden, the three parties form a triangular
situation within us.

The seed of this triangular situation was sown in Genesis 2, and the growth
of the seed is found in Romans 8, where we see the outcrop of the two trees.
Romans 8:6 says that the mind set on the flesh is death and that the mind
set on the spirit is life and peace. In Genesis 2 the two trees were objective;
in Romans 8 they are subjective....In the past | expected to uproot the tree
of knowledge in my flesh, but the more I dealt with it, the more it remained
within me. Eventually | discovered Romans 8. | saw that there is another tree
abiding in my spirit. Thus, in Romans 8 we find a present-day garden of Eden.
Romans 8:2 mentions the law of the Spirit of life, which sets us free from the
law of sin and death. Therefore, in Romans 8 we have two laws—the law of life
and the law of death. These two laws are the two principles of the two trees in
our subjective experience. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 177-178)

Further Reading: The God-men, ch. 4; Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 11,
13-14
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« WEEK 1—DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:10 "And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and
from there it divided and became four branches."

Rev. 22:1 "And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.”

Along with the tree there is a river (Gen. 2:10). Since the tree is a tree of
life, the river must also be related to life. At the end of the Bible we also see a
river of life flowing and a tree of life growing (Rev. 22:1-2). At the beginning
and the end of the Bible we find the tree of life and a river flowing with
living water. In the Scriptures the concept of the river is also crucial. When
the Scripture mentions man, both in the beginning and at the end, it also
mentions the river. For man to receive God as life, to enjoy the fatness of
God, to quench thirst, to be watered, to grow, and to rejoice, all depends on
the river. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 141-142)

Today's Reading

The river [in Genesis 2:10] signifies the river of water of life, along which
the tree of life grows (Rev. 22:1-2 and footnotes 12, 13, and 21). This river
quenched man's thirst and watered the garden that life might grow. At the
beginning and the end of the Bible there are the tree of life and the river
flowing with living water.

The river going forth from Eden signifies the river of water of life flowing
forth from God (Rev. 22:1), indicating that God is the source of the living
water for man to drink (cf. John 4:10; 7:37). (Gen. 2:10, footnotes 1 and 2)

The throne of God and of the Lamb [in Revelation 22:1], showing that
there is one throne for both God and the Lamb, indicates that God and the
Lamb are one—the Lamb-God, the redeeming God, God the Redeemer.
In eternity the very God who sits on the throne is our redeeming God,
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from whose throne proceeds the river of water of life for our supply and
satisfaction. This depicts how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the
Spirit, who is symbolized by the water of life—dispenses Himself to His
redeemed under His headship (implied in the authority of the throne) for
eternity. (Rev. 22:1, footnote 5)

The street of the holy city is pure gold (Rev. 21:21). Gold symbolizes
the divine nature. That the river of water of life proceeds “in the middle
of its street” signifies that the divine life flows in the divine nature as the
unique way for the daily life of God's redeemed people. Where the divine
life flows, there the divine nature is as the holy way by which God's people
walk; and where the holy way of the divine nature is, there the divine life
is flowing. The divine life and the divine nature as the holy way always go
together. Thus, God's river of water of life is available along this divine
way, and we enjoy the river by walking in this way of life. (Rev. 22:1,
footnote 6)

The Greek word [for fellowship] means joint participation, common
participation. Fellowship is the issue of the eternal life and is actually the
flow of the eternal life within all the believers, who have received and possess
the divine life. It is illustrated by the flow of the water of life in the New
Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1). All genuine believers are in this fellowship (Acts 2:42).
It is carried on by the Spirit in our regenerated spirit. Hence, it is called “the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit” (2 Cor. 13:14) and “fellowship of [our] spirit”
(Phil. 2:1). It is in this fellowship of the eternal life that we, the believers,
participate in all that the Father and the Son are and have done for us; that
Is, we enjoy the love of the Father and the grace of the Son by virtue of the
fellowship of the Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14). Such a fellowship was first the apostles'
portion in their enjoyment of the Father and the Son through the Spirit.
Hence, in Acts 2:42 it is called “the fellowship of the apostles,” and in 1 John 1:3
“our [the apostles'] fellowship,” a fellowship with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ. It is a divine mystery. This mysterious fellowship of the eternal
life should be considered the subject of this Epistle. (1 John 1:3, footnote 3)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 12
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:11-12 "The name of the first [branch] is Pishon; it is the one that
goes around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the
gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there."

Rev. 21:18, 21 "And the building work of its wall was jasper; and the city was pure
gold, like clear glass."... "And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the
gates was, respectively, of one pearl..."

The flow of the river issued in three precious materials: gold, bdellium,
and onyx. These materials typify the Triune God as the basic elements of
the structure of God's eternal building. Gold typifies God the Father with
His divine nature, which man may partake of through God's calling (2 Pet.
1:3-4), as the base of God's eternal building; bdellium, a pearl-like material
produced from the resin of a tree, typifies the produce of God the Son in His
redeeming and life-releasing death (John 19:34) and His life-dispensing
resurrection (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3), as the entry into God's eternal building
(cf. Rev. 21:21 and footnote 1, par. 1); and onyx, a precious stone, typifies the
produce of God the Spirit with His transforming work (2 Cor. 3:18) for the
building up of God's eternal building. The New Jerusalem is constructed of
these three categories of materials—gold, pearl, and precious stones (Rev.
21:11, 18-21). See footnote 211, paragraph 2, in Revelation 21.

The flowing of the divine life in man brings the divine nature into man (2
Pet. 1:4), regenerates man (1 Pet. 1:3), and transforms man into the glorious
image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). Thus, man, who was created of dust (Gen.
2:7), becomes transformed precious materials for God's building, which will
consummate in the New Jerusalem. (Gen. 2:12, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Gold, silver, and precious stones signify the various experiences of
Christ in the virtues and attributes of the Triune God. It is with these that
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the apostles and all spiritual believers build the church on the unique
foundation of Christ. Gold may signify the divine nature of the Father with
all its attributes, silver may signify the redeeming Christ with all the virtues
and attributes of His person and work, and precious stones may signify the
transforming work of the Spirit with all its attributes. All these precious
materials are the products of our participation in and enjoyment of Christ in
our spirit through the Holy Spirit. Only these are good for God's building.

As God's cultivated land with planting, watering, and growing, the church
should produce plants; but the proper materials for the building of the
church are gold, silver, and precious stones, all of which are minerals. Hence,
the thought of transformation is implied here. We need not only to grow in
life but also to be transformed in life. (1 Cor. 3:12, footnote 2)

The church is a farm to grow Christ. Every item of the produce grown
on the farm is Christ. The farm produce includes many different aspects
of Christ. Christ is the milk, the vegetables, and the meat. The church
grows Christ, and all the saints eat Christ. Eventually, through digestion,
assimilation, and metabolism, Christ becomes us, and we become Him. Then
we are the proper materials for the building.

I hope that all the saints in the Lord's recovery will see that we are God's
farm to grow Christ and also God's building, His dwelling place. We need the
genuine building. To have this building we must grow by having ourselves
reduced and by having Christ increased within us. The result of this genuine
growth and building is that we do not have preferences for any person,
matter, or thing. It also means that we do not have any choice of place. We
are happy simply to be members in the Lord's Body, growing in Christ. If
this is our condition, then wherever we may be, we shall coordinate with all
the saints, no matter whether they are kind or coarse. The real building is to
have ourselves reduced and to have Christ increased until we arrive at the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians,
pp. 273, 269)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msgs. 30-31
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« WEEK1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:22 "And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the
man, into a woman and brought her to the man."

Eph. 5:25-27 "Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself up for her that He might sanctify her,
cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word, that He might
present the church to Himself glorious..."

In order to produce a complement for Himself, God first became a man
(John 1:14), as typified by God's creation of Adam (Rom. 5:14)....Adam'’s
deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife typifies Christ's death on the
cross for the producing of the church as His counterpart (Eph. 5:25-27).
Through Christ's death the divine life within Him was released, and through
His resurrection His released divine life was imparted into His believers for
the constituting of the church (see footnote 341 in John 19). Through such a
process God in Christ has been wrought into man with His life and nature so
that man can be the same as God in life and nature in order to match Him as
His counterpart. (Gen. 2:21, footnote 1)

The rib taken from Adam's opened side typifies the unbreakable,
indestructible eternal life of Christ (Heb. 7:16), which flowed out of
His pierced side (John 19:34) to impart life to His believers for the
producing and building up of the church as His complement. (Gen. 2:21,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

[Genesis 2:22] does not say that Eve was created but that she was built.
The building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam's side typifies the building
of the church with the resurrection life released from Christ through His
death on the cross and imparted into His believers in His resurrection (John
12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3). The church as the real Eve is the totality of Christ in all His
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believers. Only that which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can
be His complement and counterpart, the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph.
5:28-30). (Gen. 2:22, footnote 1)

As Eve was taken out of Adam and brought back to Adam to be one flesh
with him (Gen. 2:24), so the church produced out of Christ will go back to
Christ (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7) to be one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17). (Gen.
2:22, footnote 3)

Firstly, God became a man. Then this man with the divine life and nature
was multiplied through death and resurrection into many believers who
become the many members to compose the real Eve to match Him and to
complement Him. It is through this process that God in Christ has been
wrought into man with His life and nature that man in life and nature can be
the same as He is in order to match Him as His complement.

When Adam awoke from his sleep, he immediately discovered that
Eve, who was builded with his rib, was present. Likewise, when Christ was
resurrected from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20), the church was brought forth with
His divine life. Through His death the divine life within Him was released
and through His resurrection this released, divine life was imparted into us
who believe in Him. So, the Bible says that through His resurrection we were
regenerated (1 Pet. 1:3). He was the grain of wheat that fell into the ground
and died and produced many grains (John 12:24). We are the many grains
who have been regenerated with His resurrection life. As regenerated ones
who have Him as life and who live by Him, we compose His church, the real
Eve in resurrection.

When Adam saw Eve he said, “This time this is bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh” (Gen. 2:23). When Christ saw the church He might have
said, “I have seen the cattle, lions, turtles, fishes, and birds, but none of them
could match Me. This time it is bone of My bones and flesh of My flesh, for
the church is produced by My death and resurrection. The church comes out
of Me. The church and I can be one.” (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 219-221)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 17; The Central Thought of
God, chs. 4-5; The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, msg. 7
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« WEEK1—HYMN
Hymns, #972

1

Lo, the central thought of God
Is that He be one with man;

He to man is everything

That He might fulfill His plan.

2

Earthen vessel man was made—
Body, soul, and spirit too,

God as life that he may take

And with Him have oneness true.

3

By the flow of life divine,

Man becomes a precious stone
Fit for building God's abode,
That His glory might be known.
4

'Tis the city God hath built,

'Tis the dwelling God requires,
'Tis the new Jerusalem

Which fulfills His heart's desires.

5

'Tis the building of the saints,
'Tis the blend of God and man,
Purposed by the Father's will
Long before the world began.

6

In its center, as its pow'r,

Is the throne of Christ and God,
Whence doth flow the stream of life
As the Spirit's living flood.

7

Christ, the tree of life, is there
In the flowing of the stream,
Yielding fruit of life divine

As the food of life supreme.

8

God in Christ, the glorious light,
Thru the city brightly shines,
Scattering all the deathly night
With its light of life divine.

9

God in man and man in God
Mutual dwelling thus possess;
God the content is to man,

And the man doth God express.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Two

Creation in Christ for the Fulfillment of God’s Purpose

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; John 1:3; Heb. 1:2; 11:3; Reuv.

A.

3:14: Col. 1:15-17
Outline
DAY 1

. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the

earth”—Gen. 1:1:

Beginning here refers to the beginning of time—cf. John 1:1:

Time began at the creation of the universe and continues until the final
judgment at the great white throne—Rev. 20:11-15.

Time is for the accomplishing of God’s eternal purpose, which God made in
eternity past for eternity future—Eph. 3:11.

The Hebrew word for God in Genesis 1:1 is Elohim, meaning “the
Mighty One”; the Hebrew name here is plural, but the verb created is
singular; this is a seed of the Trinity:

God is one, but He is also three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—Isa. 45:5;
1Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5; Matt. 28:19.

God is the Triune God:; it was the Triune God who created.
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C.

2.

God is the unique Creator; only God can create—Mark 13:19; Eph.
3:9; Rev. 4:11:

The word created in Genesis 1:1 means to bring something into existence out of nothing.

God is the One “who made the world and all things in it” (Acts 17:24); He is “the
living God, who made heaven and earth and the sea and all things in them” (14:15).

DAY 2

. The motive of God’s creation was to fulfill God’s desire and to satisfy His good

pleasure—Eph. 1:5, 9.

. The purpose of God’s creation is to glorify the Son of God and to manifest God

Himself, especially in man through His Son, who is the embodiment of God
and the image, the expression, of God—Col. 1:15-19; 2:9; Psa. 19:1-2; Rom. 1:20;
1 Tim. 3:16.

“You have created all things, and because of Your will
they were, and were created”—Rev. 4:11:

The basis of God'’s work in creation was God'’s will and plan—Eph.
1:9-10:

God has a will, and according to this will, He conceived His plan—3:11.
According to His will and plan, He created all things—v. 9.

God's will is God’s wish; God'’s will is what He wants to do—1:9:

God's good pleasure is of God’s will; His good pleasure is embodied in His will,
so His will comes first—v. 5.

God's will is His determination for the carrying out of His purpose—v. 11; 1 Cor. 1:1.
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DAY 3

. God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He

created all things for His will so that He might accomplish and fulfill
His purpose—Rev. 4:11; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:9:

. God’s will is His heart’s desire, His mingling with man, and the fulfillment of

His eternal plan—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 5:17.

. The will of God is to obtain a Body for Christ to be His fullness, His

expression—Rom. 12:2, 5; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11, 22-23.

. God’s creation of the heavens and of the earth began the fulfillment of His

eternal plan to carry out His intention to have a full expression in man in the
universe —Gen. 1:1; Eph. 3:11, 21.

. We need to be filled with the full knowledge of God’s will—Col. 1:9:

. God's will in Colossians 1:9 is His will regarding His eternal purpose, regarding

His economy concerning Christ—Eph. 1.5, 9, 11.

. To have the full knowledge of God’s will is to have the revelation of God’s plan

so that we may know what God plans to do in the universe—Rev. 4:11.

DAY 4

“All things came into being through Him [the Word],
and apart from Him not one thing came into being
which has come into being”—John 1:3:

A. Although creation was God’s work, the means of His creation were

the Son of God and the Word of God—Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:2; 11:3;
John 1:3; Psa. 33:6, 9.

B. Since God is the Creator of all things and since Christ is God, Christ
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Is the Creator of all things and also the means through which all
things came into being—Heb. 1:10; Psa. 102:25.

. In John 1:3 we see that all things came into being through Christ as the Word:

. For all things to come into being through Him and for nothing to come into

being apart from Him means that apart from Him nothing has existence—v. 3.

. Creation is calling things not being as being through the Word; the Word is

both the means and the sphere—Rom. 4:17; Heb. 11:3; John 1:3.

. Through Christ as the Word, the means, all things came into being; therefore,

Christ is both the Creator and the means by which and through which all things
were created—Heb. 1:10; John 1:3.

DAY 5

. Christ upholds “all things by the word of His power"—Heb. 1:3:

. After creating all things, Christ became the Upholder of all things; He is not

only the Creator and the means of creation but also the Upholder.

. He created the universe, and now He upholds it by the word of His power.

. Christ is “the beginning of the creation of God”; this refers to the

Lord as the origin or source of God’s creation, implying that He is
the unchanging and ever-existing source of God's work—Rev. 3:14.

IV. “In Him all things were created, in the heavens and

on the earth...; all things have been created through
Him and unto Him...And all things cohere in Him”—
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Col. 1:16-17:

. In Him means in the power of Christ’s person—v. 16:
. All things were created in the power of what Christ is.
. All creation bears the characteristics of Christ’s intrinsic power.

. Through Him indicates that Christ is the active instrument through

which the creation of all things was accomplished in sequence—v. 16.

. Unto Him indicates that Christ is the end of all creation; all things

were created unto Him for His possession—v. 16.

DAY 6

. In, through, and unto indicate that Christ is related to creation in a

subjective way—v. 16:

. He did not create the universe merely in an objective way, as an objective Creator.

. Christ did not stand apart and call everything into being; on the contrary, the

process of creation took place in the power of His person, the unique power in
the universe.

. He was not merely an objective Creator but also the subjective instrument

through which creation was processed.

. Creation took place in the power of Christ's person, through Him as the

active instrument, and unto Him as the goal.

. All things cohere in Him means that all things cohere, subsist

together, in Christ as the holding center, just as the spokes of a wheel
are held together by the hub at their center—v. 17.
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment
Gen. 1:1 "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth."

Eph. 3:9 "And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery
IS, which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things."

The Bible begins with the words, “In the beginning.” However, what Genesis
1:1 says is different from John 1:1....Although two books, Genesis and John,
start with the same phrase, the meaning of each is absolutely different. The
phrase in the beginning in Genesis denotes the beginning of time, for it refers
to God's creation. Therefore Genesis 1:1 refers to the beginning of time in which
God created all things. The meaning of this phrase in John 1:1 is different, for
it refers to eternity in the past without a beginning. The beginning in Genesis 1
starts from the time of creation, but the beginning in John 1 is before the time
of creation. In other words, the beginning in Genesis 1 is the beginning of time,
and the beginning in John is the beginning before time existed; it refers to
eternity past without a beginning. (Life-study of John, pp. 17-18)

Today's Reading

Time began at the creation of the universe and continues until the
final judgment at the great white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). Time is for the
accomplishing of God's eternal purpose, which God made in eternity past
(Eph. 3:11) for eternity future. (Gen. 1:1, footnote 2)

[God in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word] Elohim, meaning the Mighty
One. The Hebrew name here is plural, but the verb created is singular.
Furthermore, in verse 26 the plural pronouns Us and Our are used in
reference to God, whereas in verse 27 the pronouns He and His are used.
These are seeds of the Trinity. God is one (Isa. 45:5; 1 Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5),
but He is also three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit (Matt. 28:19). He
is the Triune God. It was the Triune God who created. (Gen. 1:1, footnote
3) Only God can create. To create means to bring something into existence
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out of nothing. God is the unique Creator. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 146)

In Acts 17:24 Paul speaks of the God who made the world and all things
in it. This word was directed mainly against the Epicureans, who, as atheists,
did not believe in God. They believed neither in the Creator nor in the divine
provision. Therefore, continuing to speak against the Epicureans, Paul went
on to say that God is the Lord of heaven and earth. This One was absolutely
ignored by the Epicureans. Furthermore, Paul pointed out that God Himself
gives to all life and breath and all things. These are the divine provisions.
God provides all things so that man may live. The Epicureans did not believe
in the Creator, the Lord of heaven and earth who provides all the necessities
of life for human beings.

Paul's preaching in Acts 17 is very good. When he was reasoning with the
Jews in the synagogues, he used the Scriptures. But when he was preaching
to the philosophical Epicureans, he referred to the creation.

What Paul did in 17:2 and 17:24 and 25 is similar to what he did in
chapters 13 and 14. In chapter 13 he used the Jewish Scriptures as the basis
for preaching the resurrected Christ. But in chapter 14 his preaching to the
heathen was based on God's creation. However, there is a difference in Paul's
use of the creation in his preaching in chapters 14 and 17; his utterance in
these chapters is somewhat different. In chapter 14 he told the heathen that
the “living God, who made heaven and earth and the sea and all things in
them...did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good by giving
you rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts with food and
gladness” (14:15, 17). There his word was not very philosophical. By contrast,
Paul's word to counter the false teachings of the Epicureans in chapter 17 is
quite philosophical. Here Paul declares that there is a Creator, the Lord of
heaven and earth, and that He provides life, breath, and everything necessary
for man's living on earth. (Life-study of Acts, pp. 404-405)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 2; Life-study of Acts, msg. 47
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:9 "Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His
good pleasure, which He purposed in Himself."

Rev. 4:11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the
honor and the power, for You have created all things, and because of
Your will they were, and were created."

Created [in Genesis 1:1], denoting to bring something into existence out of
nothing, differs from made in 2:4 and formed in 2:7, the latter two denoting
to take something that already exists and use it to produce something else.

The motive of God's creation was to fulfill God's desire and to satisfy His
good pleasure (Eph. 1:5, 9). The purpose of God's creation is to glorify the
Son of God (Col. 1:15-19) and to manifest God Himself (Psa. 19:1-2; Rom.
1:20...), especially in man (1 Tim. 3:16) through His Son, Christ, who is the
embodiment of God and the image, the expression, of God (Col. 2:9; 1:15).
The basis of God's creation is God's will and plan (Eph. 1:10...). The means
of God's creation were the Son of God (Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:2b) and the Word
of God (Heb. 11:3; John 1:1-3), both of whom are Christ (John 1:1, 18; Rev.
19:13). (Gen. 1:1, footnote 4)

Today's Reading

God's creation...reveals His desire in the universe and manifests His
purpose in eternity. Anything we make expresses our desire. Although we
may not say much, the thing we make manifests our purpose. When God
created the heavens, the earth with so many items, and eventually man in
His own image and with authority over all created things, He surely had a
purpose. By His creation we can see that God had a desire and a purpose.

According to Ephesians 1:5 and 9, the motive of God's original creation
was His desire and pleasure. God carried out the original creation to fulfill
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His desire and to satisfy His pleasure. He desired and liked to create; so He
did it to please Himself.

The basis of creation is God's will and plan (Eph. 1:10). Revelation 4:11
tells us clearly that all things were created according to God's will. God has a
will, and according to that will He conceived His plan. According to that will
and plan He created all things. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 9-10)

We have seen that the central line of the divine revelation starts from
God. Then the divine revelation shows us the divine economy and the divine
dispensing. God Himself, God's economy, and God's dispensing can be seen
throughout the entire Bible. These three items are the central line of the
divine revelation. The divine revelation reveals to us three main entities: God
Himself, God's economy, and God's dispensing.

The divine economy is an issue of God's will, purpose, good pleasure, and
counsel....God's will is God's wish, God's desire. God's will is what He wishes
to do and wants to do. God's good pleasure is of God's will. Ephesians 1:5
speaks of “the good pleasure of His will.” His good pleasure is embodied in
His will, so His will comes first. God's will was hidden in God as a mystery,
so Ephesians 1:9 speaks of “the mystery of His will.” In eternity God planned
a will. This will was hidden in Him; hence, it was a mystery. God's will as a
mystery hidden in God issues in God's economy, dispensation (3:9). From
God's will issues God's economy through His purpose, good pleasure, and
counsel. (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, pp. 32-33)

In 1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul says that he was an apostle through the will of
God. The will of God is His determination for the carrying out of His purpose.
Through this will Paul was called to be an apostle of Christ....The will of God
here is related to God's administration, to God's government. Paul was called
according to God's will and under God's administration to carry out God's
New Testament economy. This is a matter of great significance. Paul was
appointed and called according to God's will to carry out His administration.
(Life-study of 1 Corinthians, p. 7)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 1; The Central Line of the
Divine Revelation, msg. 3
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:9 "...That you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding."

Eph. 1.5 "Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will."

11 "In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things
according to the counsel of His will."

God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure. He created
all things for His will that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose.
[The book of Revelation], which unveils God's universal administration,
shows us the purpose of God. Hence, in the twenty-four elders' praise to God
concerning His creation [in 4:11], His creation is related to His will. (Rev. 4:11,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

God's will is not only His heart desire and His mingling with man but also
the fulfillment of His plan....Many people ask, “Is it God's will that I go to a
certain place today? Is it His will that | seek a doctor for my sickness? Is it
His will that | seek this occupation?” We miserable beings can never forget
ourselves when we mention the will of God! Nor can we be separated from
the trivial matters of life! We always view the will of God from an earthly
standpoint, from our present situation, and from ourselves. Actually, none
of these trivial matters of life can come up to the will of God! How great and
how high is the will of God!

The book of Ephesians reveals to us God's heart desire and God's plan.
God's plan in Christ originated from His heart desire. God in eternity had
a plan, which He purposed to fulfill. This plan is the will of God. Therefore,
the will of God is for the fulfillment of His plan. All the works of God in this
universe are according to His will and for the fulfillment of His plan. (The
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Experience of Life, p. 161)

The Body is not mentioned in the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament.
The first mentioning of the Body in the New Testament is in Romans 12:5.
According to Romans 12, we must present our physical bodies (v. 1) for the
mystical Body of Christ (v. 5). When we present our bodies and are renewed
in our mind, we see, discern, and prove by testing that the will of God is to
obtain a Body for Christ to be His fullness and expression (v. 2). (The Central
Line of the Divine Revelation, p. 268)

As the Creator of the heavens and the earth, Christ is the origination and the
source of all the created things. This proves that He is the very God who is over all
and is blessed forever (Rom. 9:5b). His creation of the heavens and of the earth
began the fulfillment of God's eternal plan to carry out God's intention to have a full
expression in man in the universe. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 675)

God's will [in Colossians 1:9] refers to the will of His eternal purpose,
of His economy concerning Christ (Eph. 1:5, 9, 11), not His will in minor
things....Years ago, when young saints asked about things such as marriage
or employment, | referred them to this verse in Colossians. | told them that
they should seek spiritual knowledge in order to know God's will. But the will
of God here is not focused on things such as marriage, jobs, or housing; it is
concerned with the all-inclusive Christ as our portion. The will of God for us
Is that we know the all-inclusive Christ, experience Him, and live Him as our
life. To know Christ in this way is to have the full knowledge of God's will.
(Life-study of Colossians, p. 19)

[Colossians 1:9 speaks] of being filled with “the full knowledge of His will.”
To be filled with the full knowledge of God's will simply means to have the
revelation of God's plan, so that through this revelation we know what God
plans to do in this universe. As believers we have to know God's universal plan.
What did God plan in eternity past to do in time throughout all the generations?
We need such a revelation so that we can have the full knowledge of God's
eternal plan. (The Mystery of God and the Mystery of Christ, p. 29)

Further Reading: The Experience of Life, ch. 8; Life-study of Colossians,
msg. 3
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

John 1:3 "All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him
not one thing came into being which has come into being."

Heb. 1:10 "And, “You in the beginning, Lord, laid the foundation of the
earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands.™

Although creation was God's work, the means of His creation were the
Son of God (Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:2b) and the Word of God (Heb. 11:3; John
1:1-3). The New Testament clearly tells us that God created the universe
through Christ as the Son of God and the Word of God. Speaking of Christ
as the means of creation, Colossians 1:16 says, “Because in Him all things
were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and the invisible,
whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through Him and unto Him.” Regarding Christ as the Word, John 1:3
says, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him not one
thing came into being which has come into being.” (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 146)

Today's Reading

Christ is the Creator. Since God is the Creator of all things and since
Christ is God, He surely is also the Creator of all things. This is clearly
revealed in Hebrews 1:10....This verse, a quotation from Psalm 102:25, is
applied to Christ the Son and indicates that, as God, Christ created heaven
and earth. Therefore, Christ is the Creator of the universe. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 269)

The creation came into being through the Word. | like the way the
Recovery Version of John renders 1:3. “All things came into being through
Him, and apart from Him not one thing came into being which has come into
being.” What does it mean that all things came into being through Him and
that apart from Him nothing has come into being? It simply means that apart
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from Him nothing has existence. One day, through the Word, so many things
came into being. We may say that, in a sense, God did not make anything,
for there was no need for Him to do anything. He simply said, “Being,” and
everything had being. According to our human concept, creation requires a
certain amount of labor. However, in God's creation there was no labor, only
speaking....An atheist would say that this is nonsense, because he does not
believe in God. But we believe in Him. We not only believe in God, but also in
the all-inclusive Christ. Through Him as the Word all things came into being.

Creation is calling things not being as being through the Word. The Word
is both the means and the sphere. As long as you have the Word, you have
the means and the sphere. Thus, you can say, “Because | have the Word as
the means and the sphere, things not being can come into being.” Learn to
say, “Not being as being through the Word.” No longer am | apart from the
Word. I am in the Word and with the Word. Hence, through the Word things
not being come into being. (Life-study of John, pp. 21-23)

We may not differentiate Christ as the Creator from Christ as the means
of creation. Even we may interpret John 1:3 as meaning that the Word is the
Creator of all things. However, this verse does not say that the Word was the
Creator; instead, this verse says that through the Word all things came into being,
indicating that the Word was the means through which the Creator created all
things. Christ is both the Creator and the means by which all things were created.

Although as God Christ is the Creator, John 1:3 reveals that as the Word
He was the means of creation. According to this verse, all things came into
existence through Christ. The King James Version of John 1:3 says, “All
things were made by him.” However, this is not an accurate translation. The
Greek preposition should be rendered “through” and not “by.” Hence, this
verse does not say that all things were created by Christ but that all things
came into existence through Christ. This indicates that Christ is the means of
creation. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 270)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 14, 25
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:16-17 "Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on
the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and unto
Him. And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him."

Hebrews 1:3 tells us that Christ upholds “all things by the word of His power.”
After creating all things, Christ became the Upholder of all things. The earth is
suspended in space. There is nothing visible supporting it. After Christ created the
earth, He began to uphold it, and He upholds it now by the word of His power.

If you ask scientists what upholds the earth, they will say only that
something upholds it. The earth is one of many planets. Astronomers tell us
that all the planets move according to their own track. If they were to move
out of orbit, there would be a global accident. Who upholds all the planets
and the whole universe? Christ upholds all things, and He upholds them
very easily. There is no need for Him to do anything—He simply speaks. He
upholds all things by the word of His power. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 278)

Today's Reading

The book of Hebrews emphasizes the word of God. Hebrews 11:3 says
that the universe was framed by the word of God. Now we see in 1:3 that
the universe is upheld by the word of Christ's power. The divine word is
powerful. Christ is not only the Creator and the means of creation; He is also
the Upholder. He created the universe, and now He upholds the universe by
His word.

Speaking of Christ, Colossians 1:17 says, “All things subsist together in
Him” [Darby]. Subsist together in Him [or cohere] means to exist together by
Christ as the holding center, just as the spokes of a wheel are held together
by the hub at their center. For creation to subsist in Christ is a further
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indication that Christ is subjectively related to creation.

It is important to differentiate between the words exist, consist, and
subsist....To exist is to be, to consist is to be composed or constituted, and
to subsist is to be held together for existence. Imagine a wheel with its rim,
spokes, and hub. All the spokes subsist together in the hub. The only way
for the spokes to subsist is to be held together at the hub in the center of the
wheel. This illustrates Christ's relationship to creation with respect to the
fact that all things subsist in Him.

All things came into being in Christ, through Christ, and unto Christ.
Nothing should be regarded as separate from Him. All things were made in
the intrinsic power of Christ's person, through Him as the active instrument,
and unto Him as the consummate goal. Furthermore, all things subsist,
[cohere], are held together, in Him as the hub. Because all things were
created in Christ, through Christ, and unto Christ and because all things
subsist in Christ, God can be expressed in creation through Christ, who is
the image of the invisible God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
278-279)

In Revelation 3:14 the Lord also refers to Himself as “the beginning of
the creation of God.” This refers to the Lord as the origin or source of God's
creation, implying that the Lord is the unchanging and ever-existing source
of God's work. This indicates that the degraded recovered church is changing
by leaving the Lord as the source. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 198)

Colossians 1:16 says, “Because in Him all things were created, in the
heavens and on the earth, the visible and the invisible;...all things have
been created through Him and unto Him.” In Him means in the power of
Christ's person. All things were created in the power of what Christ is. All
creation bears the characteristics of Christ's intrinsic power....Through Him
indicates that Christ is the active instrument through which the creation of
all things was processed. Finally, unto Him indicates that Christ is the end
of all creation. All things were created for His possession. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 69)

Further Reading: The Mystery of God and the Mystery of Christ, chs. 2-3
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all
creation."

18 "And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the
Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in
all things."

Christ is related to creation in a subjective way. Christ did not create the
universe merely in an objective way as an objective Creator. He did not, so
to speak, stand apart and call everything into being. On the contrary, the
process of creation took place in Him, that is, in the power of His person.
Christ is the unique power in the universe. His very person is this power.
Therefore, creation was processed in Him. This means that He was not
simply an objective Creator, but also the subjective instrument through which
creation was processed. For this reason, creation bears the characteristics of
Christ's intrinsic power. Instead of saying that Christ created the universe,
the Bible says that all things came into being through Him or were created in
Him. The words by Him are objective, whereas the words through Him and
In Him are subjective. (Life-study of Colossians, p. 81)

Today's Reading

The King James Version of Colossians 1:16 says that all things have been
created for Him. It is better to render the Greek “unto Him.” For Him is
objective, but unto Him is subjective. All things have been created in Christ,
through Christ, and, ultimately, unto Christ. These expressions indicate
that Christ has a subjective relationship to creation. Creation is not simply
for Him; it is also unto Him. This means that it consummates in Him. The
three prepositions in, through, and unto were used by Paul to point out the
subjective relationship of Christ to creation. Creation took place in the power
of Christ's person, through Him as the active instrument, and unto Him as its
consummation. Such a relationship is altogether subjective. Because of His
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subjective relationship to creation, Christ expresses God in creation. Creation
expresses the characteristics of Christ who is the image of the invisible God.
(Life-study of Colossians, pp. 81-82)

According to the New Testament, the word subsist includes, or implies,
three things: to exist, to live, and to live together. All things not only exist in
Christ but also live, or continue in existence, in Him. Furthermore, all things
live together, or exist together, in Him. The entire universe subsists, exists
together, in Christ. He is the center in which all things subsist. All things not
only exist in Him; all things also live in Him and live together corporately in
Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 279)

In Colossians 1:15 Paul goes on to say that Christ is the Firstborn of all
creation. This means that in creation Christ is the first. Christ as God is the
Creator. However, as man, sharing the created blood and flesh (Heb. 2:14),
He is part of the creation. “Firstborn of all creation” [Col. 1:15] refers to
Christ's preeminence in all creation, since from this verse through verse 18
the apostle stresses the first place of Christ in all things. This verse reveals
that Christ is not only the Creator, but also the first among all created things,
the first among all creatures.

Some may wonder how Christ could be the Firstborn of all creation since
He was born less than two thousand years ago, not at the very beginning of
creation. If we would understand this properly, we need to realize that with
God there is no time element.

Therefore, according to God's perspective in eternity, Christ was born in
eternity past. This is the reason that, according to God's viewpoint, Christ
has always been the first of all creatures. God foresaw the day that Christ
would be born in a manger in Bethlehem. Because Christ is the first among
the creatures, we can say that as the all-inclusive One He is both the Creator
and part of creation. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 66-68)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 8, 10
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« WEEK 2 —HYMN

Hymns, #189
1 4
Thou art the Son beloved, In Thee God's fulness dwelleth,
The image of our God; Thou art God's mystery;
Thou art the saints' dear portion, The treasures of all wisdom
Imparted thru Thy blood. And knowledge are in Thee.
Among all God's creation Thou art the hope of glory,

Thou art the firstborn One;
By Thee all was created,

All for Thyself to own.

2

Thou art before all creatures,
In Thee all things consist;

Of all Thou art the center,

By Thee all things subsist.
Thou art the sole beginning,
The Firstborn from the dead;
And for the Church, Thy Body,
Thou art the glorious Head.

3

Because it pleased the Father,
All fulness dwells in Thee,

That Thou might have the first place

In all we ever see.

All things Thou reconciledst
To God by Thy shed blood,
To thus present us holy
And blameless unto God.

In us Thou dost abide;

In Thee we are perfected

And God is satisfied.

5

All things are but a shadow
Which unto us reveal

Thyself, in whom we're rooted,
The only One that's real.
Enjoying all Thy riches,

Thy fulness we will be;

We'll hold Thee, as Thy Body,
And grow with God in Thee.

6

With Thee in God we're hidden,
Thou art in us our life;

Thy peace in us presiding,

We rest from all our strife.

In the new man, Thy Body,
Thou art the all in all;

Our all-inclusive Savior,

Thyself we'll ever call.
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1 BHREANEN IR (ZIN\2) BETEKZE 1. The Spirit of God, as the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), came to brood over the waters
PFEEEm  HrlnsmmwEs~EA (8l—2 of death in order to generate life, especially man, for God’s purpose (Gen. 1:2;
_7-—26) - 2:7; 1:26).

2EBRRARD  RAKRIBIZTEEMME—RE— 2. In spiritual experience the Spirit’s coming is the first requirement for
N63 L +K8~11- generating life—John 6:63a; 16:8-11.

—_ BEERE DEANRE—1 - K—2: B. Christ as the Word is the speaking of God—1:1; Heb. 1:2:

I RBE VG - @AIERE - mHENX—E)— 3 #E 1. After the Spirit’s brooding, the word of God came to bring in the light—Gen. 1:3;
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In spiritual experience the coming of the word is the second requirement for
generating life—John 5:24; 6:63b.

Christ as the light is the shining of God (Gen. 1:3-5; John 1:1, 4-5;
8:12a; 9:5); in spiritual experience the coming of the light is the third
requirement for generating life (Matt. 4:13-16; John 1:1-13).

. The separation of the light from the darkness for the purpose of

discerning day from night is the fourth requirement for generating
life—Gen. 1:4-5; 2 Cor. 6:14b.

DAY 2

The separating of the waters by producing an expanse be-
tween them on the second day, signifying, spiritually, the
dividing of the heavenly things from the earthly things
through the work of the cross, is the fifth requirement for
generating life—Gen. 1:6-8; Col. 3:1-3; Heb. 4:12.

I11. The appearing of the dry land is the sixth requirement for

generating life; this took place on the third day, corresponding
to the day of resurrection—Gen. 1:9-13; 1 Cor. 15:4:

A. In the Bible the sea represents death, and the land represents Christ

as the generating source of life; after the land appeared, every kind
of life—the plant life, the animal life, and even the human life—was
produced out of the land (Gen. 1:11-12, 24-27; 2:7); this typifies that
the divine life with all its riches comes out of Christ.

B. On the third day Christ came out of death in resurrection to generate

life for the constituting of the church—John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3.
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DAY 3

Dividing the land from the waters signifies separating life from
death; from the second day (Gen. 1:6-7) God began to work to confine
and limit the waters of death that covered the earth (cf. Jer. 5:22):

Eventually, when God’s work is completed, in the new heaven and new earth
there will be no more sea—Rev. 21:1 and footnote 3, Recovery Version.

Furthermore, in the New Jerusalem there will be no more night—v. 25 and
footnote 2.

3. This means that both death and darkness will be eliminated.

L.

The plant life is the lowest form of life, a life without conscious-
ness, corresponding to the earliest stage of the divine life in a newly
regenerated believer—Gen. 1:11; cf. 1 Cor. 3:6:

The countless varieties of the plant life typify the rich expression of the
unsearchable riches of the life of Christ in their beauty for man’s sight (Gen. 2:9),
in their fragrance (S. S. 1:12-13), and in their nourishing man and animals (Gen.
1:29-30).

The trees (2:9; Exo. 15:23-25; S. S. 2:3; 5:15; Isa. 11:1; John 15:1; Rev. 22:2),
the flowers (S. S. 1:14), and the grains as food for man (John 6:9, 13) and as
offerings to God (Lev. 2:1-3, 14) are all types of Christ.

DAY 4

IV. The light-bearers appeared on the fourth day as the

seventh requirement for generating life to produce the
higher forms of life—Gen. 1:14-19:
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. According to the revelation of the whole Bible, light is for life; light

and life always go together—Psa. 36:9; Matt. 4:16; John 1:4; 8:12; 1
John 1:1-7.

. Life depens on light, and the higher the light, the higher the life:

. The indefinite light of the first day (Gen. 1:3) was sufficient for generating

the lowest forms of life; the more solid and more definite light from the light-
bearers—the sun, the moon, and the stars (v. 16; Psa. 136:7-9)—on the fourth day
was necessary for producing the higher forms of life, including the human life.

. This signifies that for our spiritual rebirth, the light of the “first day” is

sufficient, b ut for the growth in the divine life unto maturity, more and
stronger light, the light of the “fourth day,” is needed.

. The light-bearers were for signs, seasons, days, and years (Gen. 1:14), which are

all shadows of Christ—Col. 2:16-17.

. The sun (Psa. 136:8) signifies Christ (Mal. 4:2; Luke 1:78-79; Matt.

4:16; Eph. 5:14); the overcoming saints were also likened to the sun
by the Lord Jesus (Matt. 13:43).

. The moon (Psa. 136:9) can be considered a figure of the church, the

wife of Christ (cf. Gen. 37:9; S. S. 6:10):

. The moon has no light of its own but shines in the night and reflects the light of

the sun.

. Likewise, the church shines in the dark night of the church age by reflecting the

divine light of Christ—2 Cor. 3:18; cf. Phil. 2:15.

. The stars first signify Christ and then the overcomers—Num. 24:17;

2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 22:16; Dan. 12:3:

. Although Christ is the real sun, He does not appear as the sun during the
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2.
3.

V.

A.

present age of night; rather, He shines as the bright morning star—Rev. 22:16.
The stars also signify the overcoming saints—Dan. 12:3; cf. Rev. 1:20.

The light from the stars is needed particularly when the moon wanes; likewise,
the shining of the overcoming saints as the heavenly stars is needed particularly
in the time of the church’s degradation—2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 20-21.

The ruling of the fourth-day light-bearers also strengthened the
separating of the light from the darkness in Genesis 1:4; both are
requirements for the growth in life.

DAY 5

The living creatures in the water and in the air were
generated on the fifth day—vv. 20-23:

This is the animal life with the lowest consciousness, corresponding
to the first step in the believers’ growth in life—cf. 1 John 2:13:

The animal life in the sea typifies the riches of the life of Christ in the power
that overcomes death (signified by the salt water) in His living; just as fish can
live in salt water without becoming salty, Christ and His believers, who have the
divine life, can live in the satanic world without being “salted” by the world’s
corruption—cf. John 14:30; 17:15-16.

The animal life in the sea also shows the riches of Christ’s life in feeding man
with His riches—6:9a; 21:9.

The bird life is higher than the fish life; fish can live in the death
waters, but birds can transcend the death waters:

By growing further in the divine life, the believers are able to transcend all the
frustrations of the earth—Isa. 40:31.
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2.

The bird life typifies the riches of the life of Christ as seen in His being the eagle
for carrying God’s redeemed to His destination (Exo. 19:4; Deut. 32:11-12; Rev.
12:14) and in His being the turtledoves or pigeons for offering to God for the
sins of God’s people (Lev. 1:14; 5:7).

DAY 6

V1. The living creatures on the earth were generated on

A.

the sixth day—Gen. 1:24-31.:

The cattle and the animals on the earth are a higher life with a
higher consciousness than that of the fish and the birds, a life that
can accomplish something on the earth:

The animals and the cattle on the land typify the riches of the life of Christ as
seen in Christ as the conquering lion (Rev. 5:5) to fight for God’s economy,
as seen in Christ as the sheep and oxen for offering to God for the fulfillment
of God's full redemption (Lev. 1:2-3, 10; 3:1, 6, 12; 4:3; 5:6; John 1:29; 1 Pet.
1:19; Rev. 5:6-9), and as seen in Christ as the ox to bear the responsibility
and to labor faithfully for the accomplishing of God’s will (Matt. 20:28; John
5:17; 6:38).

Through further growth in the divine life the believers in Christ are able to live
on the earth a life that is useful for the fulfilling of God’s will—cf. Rom. 5:17; 1
Cor. 3:2; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 15:10, 58.

The human life is the highest created life, the life that can ex-press
God in His image and likeness and can exercise dominion for God:

Adam, the first man, typifies Christ (Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:45, 47; Psa. 8:4-8;
Heb. 2:6-9) as the center of God’s creation (Col. 1:16-17), as the Head of all
creation (v. 15) and of all men (1 Cor. 11:3), as God's expression in God’s image
and likeness (Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15), and as God’s representative to rule
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over all things created by God (Psa. 8:6-8; Matt. 28:18).

. God’s intention that man would express God in His image and represent God

with His dominion is fulfilled not in Adam as the first man (1 Cor. 15:45a), the
old man (Rom. 6:6), but in Christ as the second man (1 Cor. 15:47b), the new
man (Eph. 2:15), comprising Christ Himself as the Head and the church as His
Body (1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12; Col. 3:10-11).

. Tt is fully fulfilled in the overcoming believers, who live Christ for His corporate

expression (Phil. 1:19-26) and will have authority over the nations and reign as
co-kings with Christ in the millennium (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6).

. 1t will ultimately be fulfilled in the New Jerusalem, which will express God’s

iImage, having His glory and bearing His appearance (4:3a; 21:11, 18a), and also
exercise God's divine authority to maintain God’s dominion over the entire
universe for eternity (v. 24; 22:5).

2013 Summer Training - Message 3 Outline - Page 7



“—O—=FEFIILK - FE3IFTMNMEH-5%81 2013 Summer Training - Message 3 Outline - Page 8



F=F e

|

NNy

Bl—2~4 "M LANFFIRZERE - HNERE - 9
RESHE/KHELE - @ - Z2H5C - ﬁtﬁ?ﬁ‘é °

WEICZER - BRI D T 7 -
(BIHIE—B_"T1) EXLPF—RRAR -

HNRIENEMZR (F)\2) BSEIRKZE -
UFEEa FAANEBHNESTEA (8-
26) - EERREHRD - RBOIRBESFEEWHISE
—REF(AHR3E)(EZEWEX -QI—27F5) -

RBEEZRE(BI—2F ) CFRANIERE - HHN (B
®H——M 105-130) - JEQZE_EF' HEIREIZ
FZEHENDE’J%_,T# ( f’Jﬂ 24 - 7563 °F ) - MY
FRBIRSE =% (KM 13~16 - 44— 1~13) -

R~ EMN - BHASTAMESFAMUTESE
miRE RGN MEETEW (F)\ 2
BE_16 - £9)\12F ) - BEER - THEHAISAR
(ZN\9~10 h[5=17 - AH+7513~15) ; &
BEE  -DEHNEE(—1-%—2) , EE532X -
TEHINEE(HNN\12LE - 115) (81—33F1) -

pirl: = s b E?JEEQETQ (8l—5. 2B/

N14TF) - X2FEEalsEERAG (el—4
E1) -

g - QI ic—SEHFAZREMICE... T.’JEQE
aRAYICE o .. fHElEM - HIEFEERER - BT TRE
XEETFHBHER MmEMNET+IE (9~ 14)5Fl]

TO—=FEFIIHG-FIRRMES-EF1R

« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:2-4 "But the earth became waste and emptiness, and darkness was on
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was brooding upon the surface
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light; and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness."

[Genesis 1:2] is the first mentioning of the Spirit in the Bible. The Spirit
of God, as the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), came to brood over the waters of
death in order to generate life, especially man (Gen. 1:26), for God's purpose.
In spiritual experience, the Spirit's coming is the first requirement for
generating life (John 6:63a). (Gen. 1:2, footnote 5)

After the Spirit's brooding (Gen. 1:2b), the word of God came to bring in
the light (cf. Psa. 119:105, 130). In spiritual experience, the coming of the
word is the second requirement for generating life (John 5:24; 6:63b), and
the coming of the light is the third requirement (Matt. 4:13-16; John 1:1-13).

The Spirit, the word, and the light were the instruments used by God to
generate life for the fulfillment of His purpose. The Spirit, the word, and the
light are all of life (Rom. 8:2; Phil. 2:16; John 8:12b). Christ as the Spirit is
the reality of God (Rom. 8:9-10; 2 Cor. 3:17; John 16:13-15); Christ as the
Word is the speaking of God (John 1:1; Heb. 1:2); and Christ as the light is
the shining of God (John 8:12a; 9:5). (Gen. 1:3, footnote 1)

The separation of the light from the darkness for the purpose of discerning
day from night (Gen. 1:5; cf. 2 Cor. 6:14b) is the fourth requirement for
generating life. (Gen. 1:4, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Genesis 1, strictly speaking, is not a record of creation [but of life]....God
did not create the earth waste, but it became waste....Due to the rebellion of
Satan...recorded in Isaiah 14:9-14 and Ezekiel 28:12-18,...the whole universe
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was judged by God, and through that judgment the earth became waste and
emptiness.

In Genesis 1:2 there are four words describing the desolation of the earth
under God's judgment: waste, emptiness, darkness, and deep. The earth became
waste and emptiness, and darkness was on the surface of the deep. On the
surface of the earth was the deep, and on the surface of the deep was darkness.
This tells us that there was no life, but death. The earth becoming waste and
emptiness with darkness on the surface of the deep is a picture of death.

The word for brood [in verse 2] is the same word as hovers in Deuteronomy
32:11. This verse says that God is like an eagle who spreads his wings and hovers
over his young. The Spirit of God was brooding, stretching out His wings, over
the death situation for the purpose of producing life. The brooding of a hen
over eggs is to produce some living things. In the Bible the Spirit of God is first
mentioned as the brooding Spirit. This brooding of the Spirit indicates that
Genesis 1 is not merely a record of God's creation but a record of life.

[In Genesis 1:3] light comes in to produce life. Where darkness is, there
Is death. Where light is, there is life. In Genesis 1 light came in mainly for
life, not for creation. Genesis 1 is not mainly a record of creation but a record
of life....[In verse 4] the separation of the light from the darkness is for
producing life. When we were saved, the divine light came into us, and that
light did a separating, or dividing, work. The things of light were separated
from the things of darkness. Light comes in for life, and this light divides,
or separates, the positive things from the negative things. Verse 5 says,
“God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, one day.”...The Bible reckons a day from the
evening until the morning. The biblical way is better than the human way.
The human way goes down from morning to evening, but the biblical way
goes up from evening to morning. There was the evening, but now there is
the morning. There was darkness, but now there is light. There was death,
but now there is life. (CWW.L, 1969, vol. 2, p. 390)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in
the Scriptures,” ch. 1; The Central Thought of God, chs. 1-2
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:7-9 "And God made the expanse and separated the waters which were
under the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse, and it was
so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was
morning, a second day. And God said, Let the waters under the heavens be
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so."

The separating of the waters by producing an expanse between them,
signifying, spiritually, the dividing of the heavenly things from the earthly
things through the work of the cross (Col. 3:1-3; Heb. 4:12), was the fifth
requirement for generating life. (Gen. 1.6, footnote 2)

The appearing of the dry land is the sixth requirement for generating life.
This took place on the third day, corresponding to the day of resurrection
(1 Cor. 15:4). In the Bible the sea represents death and the land represents
Christ (see footnote 71 in Deut. 8) as the generating source of life. After the
land appeared, every kind of life—the plant life, the animal life, and even the
human life—was produced out of the land (Gen. 1:11-12, 24-27; 2:7). This
typifies that the divine life with all its riches comes out of Christ. On the third
day Christ came out of death in resurrection to generate life (John 12:24; 1
Pet. 1:3) for the constituting of the church. (Gen. 1:9, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

To divide light from darkness is rather objective; to divide the waters
above the expanse from the waters under the expanse is more subjective. We
need the second separation—dividing the heavenly things from the earthly
things (Col. 3:1-3). The waters under the expanse represent the earthly
things, while the waters above the expanse represent heavenly things. Some
things may not be dark, but they are earthly, not heavenly.

The expanse is simply the atmosphere, the air surrounding the earth.
Without the atmosphere no life could ever be generated upon the earth. There
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is no life on the moon because there is no expanse around the moon. God
created the expanse surrounding the earth so that the earth may produce
life. After being saved, we not only have the light within us, but also the air,
the expanse. Something has come into us to separate the heavenly things
from the earthly things, the things above which are acceptable to God from
the things below which are not acceptable to Him. What is this? This is the
dividing work of the cross. After we have been saved and have gone on with
the Lord, we will experience the cross. The cross divides. It divides the natural
things from the spiritual things, it divides the holy things from the common
things, and it divides the heavenly things from the earthly things. Hebrews
4:12 tells us that the living Word can separate us to such an extent that our
soul is divided from our spirit. | may say or do something good; yet that good
word or deed does not have its source in the spirit, but in the soul. Morally
speaking, ethically speaking, or humanly speaking, there is nothing wrong.
But spiritually speaking, the source is not of God, not of the heavens. It is not
of the spirit, but of the soul, of the earth. Thus, we need a further division: not
only a separation between light and darkness, but also a discernment between
the spirit (the things above) and the soul (the things beneath).

After the second day, we have the third day—the day of resurrection.
On the third day, the day of resurrection, the dry land appeared under the
expanse for generating life....In the whole Bible, the sea represents death and
the earth represents Christ Himself. The Bible tells us that, eventually, after
God has worked through many generations, the sea will be eliminated....In
Jeremiah 5:22 we are told that God drew a line to limit the sea. Today, God
is still working to eliminate the sea because in it there are demons. The sea
represents something demonic, something devilish....In the new heavens and
new earth there is only land, no sea (Rev. 21:1). The sea representing a main
part of Satan's kingdom has been eliminated. Praise the Lord! (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 32-34)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 3
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:10-11 "And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together
of the waters He called Seas; and God saw that it was good. And God said,
Let the earth sprout grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit
according to their kind with their seed in them upon the earth; and it was so."

Dividing the land from the waters signifies separating life from death.
From the second day (Gen. 1:6-7) God began to work to confine and limit the
waters of death that covered the earth (cf. Jer. 5:22). Eventually, when God's
work is completed, in the new heaven and new earth there will be no more
sea (Rev. 21:1 and footnote 3). Furthermore, in the New Jerusalem there will
be no more night (Rev. 21:25 and footnote 2). This means that both death
and darkness will be eliminated. (Gen. 1:10, footnote 1)

The countless varieties of the plant life typify the rich expression of the
unsearchable riches of the life of Christ in their beauty for man's sight (Gen.
2:9), in their fragrance (S.S. 1:12-13), and in their nourishing man and
animals (Gen. 1:29-30). The trees (2:9; Exo. 15:23-25; S.S. 2:3...), the flowers
(S.S. 1:14), and the grains as food for man (John 6:9, 13) and as offerings to
God (Lev. 2:1-3, 14) are all types of Christ. (Gen. 1:11, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

The dry land appeared in order to produce life, to generate life. On the
third day, Christ came out of death. Christ came out of death in resurrection
just to generate life. Hallelujah!

As we grow in the Lord, we learn how to discern light from darkness,
separate heavenly things from earthly things, and divide life from death. In
my speaking | may have nothing dark and nothing earthly; yet | speak without
life. I am devoid of life. My speaking is genuine and proper, with nothing of
darkness and nothing worldly, but nevertheless is full of death. So, | must pray,
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“Lord Jesus, drive away all the death waters within me that the dry land may
appear to produce life.” In my speaking there should be nothing of darkness,
nothing of this earth, and nothing of death. Within my speaking there must be
the dry land that produces life.

In your family life, there may be nothing of darkness, nothing worldly,
but also nothing of life. When someone comes into your home, he cannot
see anything dark or worldly; neither can he see anything living. All that he
can see there is death. But I hope that when I come to see you, | will see that
everything is full of life. Christ, the dry land, is appearing in your home. Christ
is manifested, producing life in your home.

The plant life on the land was generated. The lowest life, a life without
consciousness, came into existence....If we talk to the grass or to the trees,
the grass cannot understand and the trees will not react because they have
no feeling, no consciousness. They have no emotion, thought, or will because
they are lives without any consciousness. This is the lowest life.

When we received Christ into us, Christ appeared out of the death water
within us. Christ appeared and now we have life, the generating of life. We
are saved and we have life. At the time we were saved, we received life, but
the life within us was very low. This is signified in the record of Genesis by
the life of the grass, the life of the herbs, and the life of the fruit trees.

Even with the plant life there are three levels: grass, the lowest plant life; the
herbs which yield seeds, a higher level; and the fruit trees, an even higher level.

When you became a Christian, you received life, but that life in you was
very low. Perhaps the life within you is similar to grass: it is life and it grows;
yet it is the lowest life....Although last week you might have been like the
grass, today you have grown a little higher, and you have become the herb
yielding the seed. | hope after two months, you will be a tree bringing forth
fruit....But when you become a tree, do not become satisfied. This is not the
last verse of chapter 1; it is something which happened on the third day.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 34-35, 38-39)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 4
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 4 >
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:14-16 "...God said, Let there be light-bearers in the expanse of heaven to
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons
and for days and years...and let them be...to give light on the earth; and it
was so. And God made the two great light-bearers, the greater light-bearer
to rule the day and the lesser light-bearer to rule the night, and the stars."

According to the revelation of the whole Bible, light is for life; light and
life always go together (Psa. 36:9; Matt. 4:16; John 1:4; 8:12; 1 John 1:1-7).
The higher the light, the higher the life. The indefinite light of the first day
(Gen. 1:3) was sufficient for generating the lowest forms of life; the more
solid and more definite light from the light-bearers—the sun, the moon, and
the stars (v. 16; Psa. 136:7-9)—on the fourth day was necessary for producing
the higher forms of life, including the human life. This signifies that for our
spiritual rebirth, the light of the “first day” is sufficient; but for the growth in
the divine life unto maturity, more and stronger light, the light of the “fourth
day,” is needed. (Gen. 1:14, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Although light came in on the first day, it was not that solid, not that strong.
On the fourth day, not only the lights came, but also the light-bearers—the sun,
the moon, and the stars. These are lights which are stronger, more solid, and
more available. This is the first requirement for the growth of life.

Suppose that you are not only the grass or the herb, but also the tree.
By this time you will receive more light....You need to receive some higher
lights, some fuller lights, some richer, stronger, and more available lights.
First John 1:5-7 tells us that after we are saved we need more light, that we
need to walk in the light.

Genesis 1:14-19 [speaks about lights]...in a very definite way—the sun, the
moon, and the stars. In typology, the sun typifies Christ. Christ is our sun.
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Malachi 4:2 tells us that Christ is the Sun of Righteousness and that there
is healing in His wings. His shining forth is the wings, and with this shining
forth there is healing. The second half of this verse tells us that we all will
grow up under the shining of Christ.

The moon is the church....[In] Joseph's dream...the sun was his father,
the moon his mother, and the stars his brothers [Gen. 37:9-11]. Based upon
this fact, we may say that the church as the wife, the bride of Christ, may
be typified by the moon....The moon is an object that has no light in itself,
but has the ability to reflect light....The church was made in a way to reflect
the light of Christ. Furthermore, the moon is able to reflect light only in the
night time. Today, during the church age, it is the night time....Although the
church is really in a dark night (the local churches are lampstands shining
in this dark night, Rev. 1:20), she can reflect the light of Christ. However,
frequently the church (like the moon) is not very stable, coming up and going
down. The church may be the full moon, the half moon, or the new moon.

We not only have the sun, the moon, but also the stars: not only Christ,
the church, but also all the overcoming saints. Daniel 12:3 says that those
who turn many to righteousness shine like the stars. If we are going to help
people to be saved, if we are going to turn people from darkness to light,
if we are going to recover all the backsliders, we must be the shining stars.
Revelation 1:20 tells us that the churches are the lampstands shining in the
darkness and that the angels (the living ones in the churches) are the shining
stars. The Lord said that the saints are “the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14),
and Paul said that the saints shine “as luminaries in the world” (Phil. 2:15).

The lights God made on the fourth day were established “to rule over
the day and over the night” by their shining (Gen. 1:18a)....Where there is
shining, there is ruling. Darkness brings in confusion, but light regulates. For
the growth of life, we need the ruling and the regulating of the fourth-day
lights. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 39-41)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 5

2013 Summer Training - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 8



/h/h— = , Eﬁ
R R
B8—20~21 "f#ix - KEBZZHEFEWHIY) ;
SRS CEMEN L - KE 2P - ol

EARE - MAKPPZESZSHEALEMNY -
SAER NelissF v8 - SMAER @
B

(BittiE—F_+Ti%3 ) BEEREZRNMIE
i HETEREGKANE—D (BHF"13) -
BEMhYES - %ﬁ%g*‘a"iﬁ*ﬁ%i% ' Eﬂzﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:
fRYETEPRERSE ( BERKPRRIE ) - BEEEFERR K
hEHATRL - B - BB *H?ﬂﬁﬂ”bﬁﬁxinnﬂﬁﬁﬁ
ﬂzﬁ% EEBREMNERE . AAAHEHRHOMAm T
" (8491130 ++15~16) - ﬁiﬂ'\JﬁJWEiﬁi '
ﬂiﬁﬁﬂJELE SHEMNES ETUMEEIRFA
(79 EFE - "—9) (XEHWERX - Q1—20F1) -

EENEawtbEaNEwmS - BEEFTEI KD -
EENEEERI K - SEEEE#HEZEETNER
o miEEB it —tIER (2&E0+31) -
EENEmMEREEEmNFEE - UTHIEE -
IR AF R BRI (Lt 4 BB
=_"11~12 - E+214) - #WUT# 85k
a8F - 73?$¥EE’J$EF¥W Bm(M—14-H7) (6l

12 Bk 13

EABMESHNMMERESHEEMEENER

BEEMENREST  ANRES - (BItHic—=
“THECAZT) BRRINESE XERRKE

Bzh¥)Ean - ...%#ﬂﬁ%@@&%qﬂ}ﬁﬁh F1—
El - BNMmEBEMIIETT - BIOESEERWRIK

TO—=FEFIIHG-FEIRERMES-E9]

<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:20-21 "And God said, Let the waters swarm with swarms of living
animals, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of heaven.
And God created the great sea creatures and every living animal that
moves, with which the waters swarmed, according to their kind, and
every winged bird according to its kind; and God saw that it was good."

[Genesis 1:20 speaks of] the animal life with the lowest consciousness,
corresponding to the first step in the believers' growth in life (cf. 1 John 2:13).
The animal life in the sea typifies the riches of the life of Christ in the power
that overcomes death (signified by the salt water) in His living. Just as fish
can live in salt water without becoming salty, Christ and His believers, who
have the divine life, can live in the satanic world without being “salted” by
the world's corruption (cf. John 14:30; 17:15-16). The animal life in the sea
also shows the riches of Christ's life in feeding man with His riches (John
6:9a; 21:9). (Gen. 1:20, footnote 1)

The bird life is higher than the fish life. Fish can live in the death waters,
but birds can transcend the death waters. By growing further in the divine
life, the believers are able to transcend all the frustrations of the earth (cf.
Isa. 40:31). The bird life typifies the riches of the life of Christ as seen in
His being the eagle for carrying God's redeemed to His destination (Exo.
19:4; Deut. 32:11-12; Rev. 12:14) and in His being the turtledoves or pigeons
for offering to God for the sins of God's people (Lev. 1:14; 5:7). (Gen. 1:20,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

Although every form of animal life has some level of consciousness, some
lives are higher and others are lower. [In Genesis 1:20-22] first, the fish are
mentioned, the animal life with the lowest consciousness....Suppose there are
some goldfish swimming in the water and we come near them. They will be
frightened away. However, if we scatter some food into the water and keep
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away, all the fish will return. This life is higher than the tree life, higher than
the plant life (Ezek. 47:7, 9). Although it is not very high, it is higher. This is
the first step of the growth of life.

The fish in the sea live in salt water. As a rule, salt water does not grow
anything; it kills, allowing nearly no plants to grow. Salt water Kills life. Fish,
however, can live in salt water. The water may be salty, but the fish will never
be salty, unless they are dead. This is quite meaningful.

All of humanity, the entire human society, is like a great salt sea. Yet, we
Christians are so living. We can be alive and live in such a society and not be
salted by it. But once we are dead, we will become salty....Life repels every
kind of salt from the dead sea....In the midst of an environment of death, this
life can still survive. This is good; yet there is more.

After the fish, the birds, the fowl in the air, were created on the fifth day
(Gen. 1:20-23). This is the higher life with the lower consciousness. The bird
life is higher than the fish life. Fish can live in the death waters, but birds can
transcend them. After you become a fish, you must grow until you are a bird.
When your classmates come to you and say, “Let us go to the movies,” you
will soar. No one can touch you—you will be transcendent. You will not only
repel the salt, but you will transcend it.

Every item mentioned in the first chapter of Genesis has a Bible verse
signifying that it is a type. For instance, the Lord Jesus told Peter that he
would be a fisher of men (Matt. 4:19). By this word, the Lord Jesus likened
all people to fish in the sea. Also, we have Isaiah 40:31, which says that they
who wait on the Lord shall be as the eagles, soaring and transcending. This
is a higher life. Many can testify that often they were soaring. We can live in
any kind of situation, but with a little more growth we not only survive in
evil circumstances, we also transcend them. We fly away and nothing can
touch us. Hallelujah!...This is the second step of the growth of life. This is
wonderful, but there is still more. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 41-43)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 6
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:24 "And God said, Let the earth bring forth living animals
according to their kind, cattle and creeping things and animals of the
earth...and it was so."

26 "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

The cattle and the animals on the land are a higher life with a higher
consciousness than that of the fish and the birds, a life that can accomplish
something on the earth. The animals and the cattle on the land typify the
riches of the life of Christ as seen in Christ as the conquering lion (Rev.
5:5) to fight for God's economy, as seen in Christ as the sheep and oxen
for offering to God for the fulfillment of God's full redemption (Lev. 1:2-
3, 10;...Rev. 5:6-9), and as seen in Christ as the ox to bear the responsibility
and to labor faithfully for the accomplishing of God's will (Matt. 20:28; John
6:38). Through further growth in the divine life the believers in Christ are
able to live on the earth a life that is useful for the fulfilling of God's will (cf. 1
Cor. 3:2...). (Gen. 1:24, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

On the sixth day the higher life with the higher consciousness came into
existence (Gen. 1:24-25)....Genesis 49:9 speaks about the lion, likening
Judah to a lion which can do many things. First Samuel 6:7, 12a tells about
two milch cows which were used to carry the cart with the ark. These verses
show that both the beasts and the cattle can accomplish something on this
earth....This is the third step of the growth of life.

We need to go on to the last part of the sixth day...[on which] comes the
life with the highest consciousness, the human life, a life which expresses
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the image of God and has dominion over all things for God. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 43, 46)

Adam, the first man, typifies Christ (Rom. 5:14...) as the center of God's
creation (Col. 1:16-17), as the Head of all creation (Col. 1:15) and of all men (1
Cor. 11:3), as God's expression in God's image and likeness (...Col. 1:15), and as
God's representative to rule over all things created by God (Psa. 8:6-8...). (Gen.
1:26, footnote 2)

God's intention that man would express God in His image and represent
God with His dominion is fulfilled not in Adam as the first man (1 Cor.
15:45a), the old man (Rom. 6:6), but in Christ as the second man (1 Cor.
15:47b and footnote 2), the new man (Eph. 2:15 and footnote 8), comprising
Christ Himself as the Head and the church as His Body (Eph. 1:22-23; 1 Cor.
12:12 and footnote 2; Col. 3:10-11 and footnote 119). It is fully fulfilled in the
overcoming believers, who live Christ for His corporate expression (Phil.
1:19-26) and will have authority over the nations and reign as co-kings with
Christ in the millennium (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6). It will ultimately be fulfilled
in the New Jerusalem, which will express God's image, having His glory and
bearing His appearance (Rev. 4:3a; 21:11, 18a), and also exercise God's divine
authority to maintain God's dominion over the entire universe for eternity
(Rev. 21:24; 22:5). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 5)

In His creation, God did not tell man to do anything. Man was created in the
image of God and then committed by God with His divine authority. Man had
a life with the image of God to express God and with the authority of God to
represent God, not a life to do something or to work something for God. Many
times when you meet some Christians, you have the sense that they are busy
people working for God. They are diligent and faithful. But you do not sense
the expression and the authority of God. On the other hand, with some saints,
it seems that they are not so busy and not so diligent working for God, yet you
sense the expression of God and the authority of God. You have the sense that
God is with them. They are people full of the presence of God. Whenever you
meet them, you sense the expression and the headship, the authority, of God.
This is what God is after. (The Central Thought of God, pp. 22-23)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 7-8
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WEEK 3 —HYMN
Hymns, #837

1

5

We praise Thee, Lord, for Thy great plan But, Lord, we fully realize

That we Thy dwelling-place may be;
Thou live in us, we filled with Thee,
Thou in the Son expressed might be.

2

Though in Thine image made by Thee
And given Thine authority,

Yet we are only made of clay

Without a trace of divinity.

3

When we receive Thee as our life,

Thy nature we thru grace possess;
Mingled together, we with Thee

One Body glorious will express.

4

When flows Thy life thru all our souls,
Filling, renewing every part,

We will be pearls and precious stones,
Changed to Thine image, as Thou art.

These are not wrought

men's praise to rouse,

But as material to be built

Together for Thy glorious house.

6

Here, Lord, we give ourselves to Thee;
Receive us into Thy wise hands;

Bend, break, and build together in Thee
To be the house to meet Thy demands.
7

Break all the natural life for us,

Deal Thou with each peculiar way,
That we no more independent be

But with all saints are one for aye.

8

Then we shall be Thy Bride beloved,
Together in Thy chamber abide,

Enjoy the fulness of Thy love.

How Thou wilt then be satisfied!
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Four

God Creating Man in His Own Image for His Expression

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-27; Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29; Rev. 21:11

Outline
DAY 1

. “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our

likeness... And God created man in His own image; in
the image of God He created him”—Gen. 1:26a, 27a:

. Let Us make man reveals that a council was held among the three of

the Godhead regarding the creation of man—v. 26a:

. The decision to create man was made in eternity past, indicating that the

creation of man was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God—Eph. 3:9-11.

. God’s intention in creating man was to carry out His divine economy for the

dispensing of Himself into man—1 Tim. 1:4; Rom. 8:11.

. God created man in His own image, according to His likeness—Gen.

1:26a:

. God’s image, referring to God’s inner being, is the expression of the inward

essence of God’s attributes, the most prominent of which are love (1 John 4:8),
light (1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer. 23:6).
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. God's likeness, referring to God’s form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression of the

essence and nature of God’s person.

. God’s image and God'’s likeness should not be considered as two separate

things—Gen. 1:26a:

. Man’s inward virtues, created in man’s spirit, are copies of God’s attributes and

are the means for man to express God’s attributes.

. Man’s outward form, created as man’s body, is a copy of God’s form.

. God created man to be a duplication of Himself so that man may have the

capacity to contain God and express Him:

. All other living things were created “according to their kind” (wv. 11-12, 21, 24-

25), but man was created according to God's kind (cf. Acts 17:28-29a).

. Since God and man are of the same kind, it is possible for man to be joined to

God and to live together with Him in an organic union—John 15:5; Rom. 6:5;
11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17.

. Christ the Son is “the image of the invisible God,” “the effulgence of

His glory and the impress of His substance”—the expression of what
God is—Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3:

. Christ the Son, as God’s embodiment, is the image of the invisible God, the

expression of the essence of God's attributes—Col. 2:9; 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3.

. Man was created according to Christ with the intention that Christ would enter

into man and be expressed through man—Col. 1:27; Phil. 1:20-21a.
DAY 2

. God'’s purpose in the creation of man in His image and according to

His likeness is that man would receive Him as life and express Him
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in all His attributes—Gen. 1:26-27; 2:9:

. God created man in His image and according to His likeness because His

intention is to come into man and to be one with man—Eph. 3:17a.

. God created man in His own image so that through His economy man may

receive His life and nature and thereby become His expression—1 Tim. 1:4;
John 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:4; 2 Cor. 3:18.

. God created man in such a way that man has the capacity to contain God’s love,

light, righteousness, and holiness—1 John 4:8; 1:5; Eph. 4:24; 5:2, 8-9.

. Because we were created according to God's kind, our human virtues have the

capacity to contain the divine attributes—2 Cor. 10:1; 11:10.
DAY 3

. For God to create man in His image means that God created man

with the intention that man would become a duplicate of God, the
reproduction of God, for His corporate expression; this reproduction
makes God happy because it looks like Him, speaks like Him, and
lives like Him—John 12:24; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10; 1 John 3:1-2.

. In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship

between God and man—Gen. 1:26; Ezek. 1:26; 1 John 3:2b; Rev. 4:3a;
21:11b:

. God's desire is to become the same as man is and to make man the same as He

i s—1 John 3:2b.

. God's intention is to work Himself in Christ into us, making Himself the same

as we are and making us the same as He is—Eph. 3:17a.

. God’s economy is to make Himself man and to make us, His created beings,
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God so that He is God “man-ized” and we are man “God-ized”—John 1:14;
Rom. 1:3-4.

DAY 4

. The pronouns them in Genesis 1:26-28 and their in 5:2 indicate

that Adam was a corporate man, a collective man, including all
mankind:

God did not create many men; He created mankind collectively in one person,
Adam.

God created such a corporate man in His image and according to His likeness
so that mankind might express God corporately.

DAY 5

Christ’s incarnation and God-man living fulfilled God’s
intention in His creation of man—1:26-27; John 1:1, 14;
Luke 1:31-32, 35; 2:40, 52:

The incarnation of Christ is closely related to God'’s purpose in
the creation of man in His image and according to His likeness—
that man would receive Him as life and express Him in His divine
attributes—Gen. 1:26; 2:9; Acts 3:14a; Eph. 4:24.

The Lord Jesus was born of the human essence with the human
virtues in order to uplift these virtues to such a standard that they
can match God's attributes for His expression—Luke 1:35:

As the One who was conceived of the divine essence with the divine attributes
to be the content and reality of His human virtues, Christ fills the empty human
virtues— Matt. 1:18, 20.
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. The divine purpose of attributes fill, strengthen, enrich, and sanctify the human

virtues for the expressing God in the human virtues.

. When the Lord Jesus saves us, He comes into us as the One with the

human virtues filled with the divine attributes—Luke 2:10-11, 25-32;
19:9-10:

. As the life-giving Spirit, He enters into us to bring God into our being and to fill

our virtues with God's attributes—1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.

. Such a life saves us from within and uplifts our human virtues, sanctifying and

transforming us—Rom. 5:10; 12:2.

DAY 6

I11. In His incarnation Christ put on human nature and

became in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-8) so that
through His death and resurrection man may obtain
God’s eternal, divine life (1 Pet. 1:3; 1 John 5:11-12)
and by that life be transformed and conformed to the
image of Christ inwardly (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and
transfigured into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body
outwardly (Phil. 3:21); in this way we may be the same
as Christ (1 John 3:2b) and may express God with Him
to the universe (Eph. 3:21):

A. By beholding the glory of the resurrected and ascended Lord with an

unveiled face, we are “being transformed into the same image”—the
image of the resurrected and glorified Christ—2 Cor. 3:18.

B. God has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of the firstborn

Son of God; as the end result of transformation, conformation includes
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the changing of our inward essence and nature and also of our outward
form so that we may match the glorified image of Christ—Rom. 8:29.

C. In Genesis 1:26 we see a corporate man created in God's image for
His expression, and in Revelation 21 we see the New Jerusalem
as the ultimate development and consummation of the image in
Genesis 1:26; the city of God is the corporate expression of God,
bearing the image of God and shining with the glory of God—Rev.
4:3; 21:11.
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« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26-27 "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. And God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them."

After God created [the plant life and the animal life], God still needed
to create man as the highest created life to express Himself in His image
and after His likeness. To accomplish this work, there is the need of the
Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—to work on man. This
is fully proven by the following books of the whole Bible. (Life-study of
Genesis, p. 62)

Let Us [in Genesis 1:26]...reveals that a council was held among the
three of the Godhead regarding the creation of man. The decision to create
man had been made by the Triune God in eternity past, indicating that the
creation of man was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God (Eph. 3:9-11).
God's intention in creating man was to carry out His divine economy for the
dispensing of Himself into man (1 Tim. 1:4 and footnote 3, par. 1). This is
fully unveiled in the following books of the Bible. (Gen. 1:26, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

God's image, referring to God's inner being, is the expression of the
inward essence of God's attributes, the most prominent of which are love
(1 John 4:8), light (1 John 1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and righteousness (Jer.
23:6). God's likeness, referring to God's form (Phil. 2:6), is the expression
of the essence and nature of God's person. Thus, God's image and God's
likeness should not be considered as two separate things. Man's inward
virtues, created in man's spirit, are copies of God's attributes and are the
means for man to express God's attributes. Man's outward form, created
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as man's body, is a copy of God's form. Thus, God created man to be a
duplication of Himself that man may have the capacity to contain God and
express Him. All the other living things were created “according to their
kind” (Gen. 1:11-12, 21, 24-25), but man was created according to God's kind
(cf. Acts 17:28-29a). Since God and man are of the same kind, it is possible
for man to be joined to God and to live together with Him in an organic
union (John 15:5; Rom. 6:5; 11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17).

Christ the Son, as God's embodiment (Col. 2:9), is the image of the
invisible God, the expression of the essence of God's attributes (Col. 1:15; 2
Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3). Man was created according to Christ with the intention
that Christ would enter into man and be expressed through man (Col.
1:27; Phil. 1:20-21a). Created man is a living vessel, a container, to contain
Christ (Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7). Eventually, in His incarnation Christ put
on human nature and became in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-8) so that
through His death and resurrection man may obtain God's eternal, divine
life (1 Pet. 1:3; 1 John 5:11-12) and by that life be transformed and conformed
to the image of Christ inwardly (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and transfigured
into the likeness of Christ's glorious body outwardly (Phil. 3:21) that he may
be the same as Christ (1 John 3:2b) and may express God with Him to the
universe (Eph. 3:21).

Created man was a duplication of God in God's image and likeness, but
he did not have the reality of God or the life of God. Thus, he still needed to
receive God as his life by eating of the tree of life so that he might have the
reality of God to express Him (Gen. 2:9 and footnote 2). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 3)

[According to Colossians 1:15] God is invisible. But the Son of His love,
who is the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance (Heb.
1:3), is His image, expressing what He is. The image here is not a physical
form but an expression of God's being in all His attributes and virtues (see
footnote 62 in Phil. 2). This interpretation is confirmed by Colossians 3:10
and 2 Corinthians 3:18. (Col. 1:15, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 6; Truth Lessons—Level
One, vol. 1, Isn. 3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment
Eph. 3:17 "That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith..."

2 Cor. 3:18 "But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit."

God's purpose in the creation of man in His image and after His likeness
was that man would receive Him as life and express Him in all His attributes.

If we have an all-inclusive view of the entire revelation in the Scriptures,
both of the Old Testament and of the New Testament, we shall see that God
designed man to be one with Him. God made this design in eternity past. It
is a great matter that God designed man to be one with Him. Of course, in
the Bible we cannot find the word design used with respect to man's being
one with God. Nevertheless, if we have an all-inclusive view of the revelation
in the holy Word, we shall see that in eternity past God designed man to be
one with Him. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 483-484)

Today's Reading

We may use the designing and building of a house as an illustration
of God's design concerning man. Before we build a house, we first need a
design. Likewise, in the Bible we have both God's design and His building.
Throughout the Scriptures we have a complete revelation of God's building.
For His building God had a design. He designed to have man and that man
should be one with Him. (Life-study of Luke, p. 484)

Now we need to ask why God created man in His own image, making man
a copy of Himself, and why God created man with a spirit. God's economy
is the answer to these questions. John 4:24 tells us that God is Spirit and
that we must worship Him in spirit. Only the spirit can worship the Spirit.
God created man in His own image, after His own likeness, with a spirit to
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worship Him and contact Him because of His divine economy. The divine
economy is to carry out the divine dispensing of God into man. God created
man in His own image...with a spirit so that He could dispense Himself into
man. (The Divine Economy, p. 14)

God created us in His own image so that we would be His expression (Gen.
1:26). We are God's vessels to contain Him so that He may be expressed
through us (Rom. 9:23). God chose us and predestinated us before the
foundation of the world so that we would be conformed to the image of His
Son (Eph. 1:4-5; Rom. 8:29). (The Meaning of Human Life and a Proper
Consecration, p. 44)

Man was made in God's image. The man created by God, therefore, has love,
light, and the capacity to be righteous and holy. Even though we are fallen, we
still have in our fallen condition love, light, and the capacity to be right and to be
holy like God. For God to create man in His own image means that God created
man with the capacity to have His love, light, righteousness, and holiness.
Human love, light, righteousness, and holiness are what we call the human
virtues. These virtues were created by God....The human virtues were created by
God to contain His attributes. Human love, light, righteousness, and holiness are
created capacities to contain the divine love, light, righteousness, and holiness.

People everywhere agree that hating others is contrary to our conscience.
Furthermore, it is also contrary to our conscience to lie, steal, and do things
in darkness. Even an unsaved person may have the sense that it would be
unrighteous to keep extra change given to him by mistake in a restaurant or store.

The point here is that man was made by God to have love and light and to
walk righteously and to be holy. Man has these virtues because he was created
in God's image, in the image of God's love, light, righteousness, and holiness.
The human virtues created by God are the capacity to contain God's attributes.
God created man in this way with the intention that man would take Him as
the tree of life to be his life and content. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 489-490)

Further Reading: The Divine Economy, chs. 1-2; The Meaning of Human
Life and a Proper Consecration, chs. 2-3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John 12:24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit."

Rom. 8:29 "Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers."

According to the Bible the image of God is related to His duplication. In
Genesis 1 “image” is for God to be duplicated, to be “copied” in man. This
means that man was created in such a way that he could become God's
duplication, His copy....Since God created man for the purpose of man's
becoming His duplication, and since this purpose is indicated by the use
of the word image, we may go on to say that the word image implies the
capacity to contain God. If man did not have the capacity to contain God,
how could he become God's duplication, His copy? In order for man to be a
copy of God, man must have the capacity or ability to contain what God is.
(Life-study of Luke, p. 486)

Today's Reading

God's real hobby is to have His reproduction in many nations around the
globe. Such a reproduction makes God happy because His reproduction looks
like Him, speaks like Him, and lives like Him. God is in this reproduction,
and His reproduction has His life, His nature, and His constitution. What a
great matter this is! (Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, p. 11)

In the Bible there is a mysterious thought concerning the relationship
between God and man. God's desire is to become the same as man is and to
make man the same as He is. This means that God's intention is to mingle
Himself with man and thereby make Himself like man and make man like
Him. The Lord Jesus is the God-man; He is the complete God and the perfect
man. We may also say that He is the Man-God. The One whom we worship
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today is the Man-God. Furthermore, to be a man of God, as Moses was (Deut.
33:1; Josh. 14:6; Psa. 90, title), is to be a God-man, a man who is mingled
with God. It is a delight to God that all His chosen and redeemed people
would be God-men. (Life-study of Ezekiel, p. 124)

We need God to work Himself in Christ into us as our life, our nature,
and our constitution. As a result, we are not simply a man according to
God's heart—we are God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead....In
order to accomplish this, God in Christ became a man and went through
some processes that this man could be designated something divine. In
resurrection He was designated the firstborn Son of God. In and through
resurrection Christ, the firstborn Son of God, became the life-giving Spirit,
who now enters into us to impart, to dispense, Himself as life into our being
to be our inner constitution, to make us a God-man just like Him. He was
God becoming man, and we are man becoming God in life and in nature but
not in the Godhead. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 168)

My burden is to show you clearly that God's economy and plan is to
make Himself man and to make us, His created beings, “God,” so that He
is “man-ized” and we are “God-ized.” In the end, He and we, we and He, all
become God-men. Hence, it is not enough for us to be good men, spiritual
men, or holy men. These are not what God is after. What God wants today
is God-men. God does not expect us to improve ourselves, because God is
not after our being good men. He wants us to be God-men. He is our life
and everything to us for the purpose that we would express Him and live
Him out.

We are like a picture, which has His image, but is without His life. After
we are regenerated, this picture becomes the “real” person, having His life
and nature, and being the same as He is. He is God “man-ized,” and we
are man “God-ized.” In the end, the two become one, both being God-men.
This is the divine revelation of the Bible. (A Deeper Study of the Divine

Dispensing, p. 54)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, msgs. 2, 4, 13; Life-study
of Ezekiel, msg. 12
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 15:45 "So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living
soul”; the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit."

Col. 1:15 "Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all
creation."”

The pronouns them [in Genesis 1:26-28] and their in 5:2 indicate that
Adam was a corporate man, a collective man, including all mankind. God
did not create many men; He created mankind collectively in one person,
Adam. God created such a corporate man in His image and according to
His likeness so that mankind might express God corporately. (Gen. 1:26,
footnote 4)

Today's Reading

On the sixth day God created the cattle and the beasts of the earth. This is the
life that can do something for man. The life of a dog is much stronger than that
of a fish. Then there is the highest life among the creatures, which is the human
life. This is a life that not only can live in death, be transcendent, work for God,
and do the will of God but also can express and represent God. This is a life with
the image of God and the authority of God. It is at this point that God rested.

The completion of God's work is a life with His image and His authority.
We may have thought that God rested because He had finished His work. But
as long as there is not a life with the image and authority of God, there is no
rest for God. (The Central Thought of God, p. 17)

In the Bible Adam as the first man is a type of the Christ who was to come
(Rom. 5:14). As a type of Christ, Adam prefigured Christ. Whatever purpose
God had for Adam and whatever work He did in Adam were to be carried out
in and through Christ.

In God's creation Adam was the center of all creation. God first
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established the heavens and prepared the earth, and then He created man.
He first made the light, the expanse, and the land, and then He created the
grass, the herbs, the trees, the fish, the birds, the cattle, the beasts, and the
creeping things. Eventually, He created Adam. Thus we see that the heavens
are for the earth, and the earth with the different kinds of living things is for
man. Therefore, man is the center of God's creation. This is a type of Christ
as the real center of God's creation, because in Him, through Him, and unto
Him all things were created, the things in the heavens and on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones, lordships, rulers, or authorities.

Adam was created as the head of the human race, and the human race was
the center of God's creation. Therefore, Adam was the head of God's creation.
This is a type of Christ as the Head of all God's creation.

Adam was created in God's image and according to God's likeness (Gen.
1:26). This typifies that Christ bears God's image and likeness. Colossians
1:15 says that Christ “is the image of the invisible God.” God is invisible. But
Christ, who is the effulgence of His glory and the impress of His substance
(Heb. 1:3), is His image, expressing what He is.

After the creation of Adam, God wanted man to have dominion over all the living
created things in the seas, in the air, and on the earth (Gen. 1:26, 28). God wanted
the man whom He had created to be His representative to execute His authority
and rule for Him on the earth. Therefore, man was not only created to express God
but also given the authority to represent God to rule over all. This is a type of Christ
as God's expression and also as God's representative. Christ as God's Anointed was
anointed and commissioned by God for the carrying out of God's purpose in dealing
with God's enemy to recover the enemy-usurped earth and bring in God's authority.

Adam was the first ancestor of the human race. When he was created, the
entire human race, which was included in him, was created by God (Gen. 1:26).
Thus, he became the head of all men. This is a type of Christ as the head of
every man (1 Cor. 11:3). (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, pp. 19-21)

Further Reading: The Central Thought of God, chs. 1-2; Truth Lessons—
Level Three, vol. 1, Isn. 2
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke 1:31-32 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High..."

Rom. 5:10 "For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled."

God's purpose in creating man was that man would be His duplication in order
to express Him. In order for this purpose to be carried out, it is necessary for
man to receive God and contain Him as the tree of life. However, Adam, the man
created by God, failed in God's purpose and damaged God's design. Thousands of
years later, the Man-Savior came to fulfill God's purpose in creating man.

Through the incarnation of Christ, God in the Son became a man. What
a great matter this is! God had created man with a purpose according to His
design, but man failed Him in His purpose and destroyed His design. Instead
of creating another man, God Himself came to be the second Man (1 Cor.
15:47). God came to be the second Man not in the Father nor in the Spirit but
in the Son. (Life-study of Luke, pp. 491-492)

Today's Reading

A crucial matter concerning the God-man is that He lived a human
life filled with the divine life as its content....[The Gospel of Luke] is a
revelation of the God-man who lived a human life filled with the divine
life as its content. As the One who lived such a life, the Man-Savior had
the divine nature with the divine attributes, that is, with the divine love,
light, righteousness, and holiness. The divine nature with its attributes was
expressed in the Man-Savior's human nature with all the human virtues.
(Life-study of Luke, p. 492)

When we realize that we are God-men, we will say, “Lord, You are the
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first God-man, and we are the many God-men following You. You lived a
human life, not by Your human life but by God's divine life to express Him.
His attributes became Your virtues. You were here on this earth dying every
day. You were crucified to live. Lord, You are my life today and You are my
person. You are just me. I therefore must die. I need to be conformed to
Your death. I have to be crucified to die every day to live a God-man's life,
a human life yet not by my human life but by the divine life, with Your life
and Your nature as my constitution to express You in Your divine attributes,
which become my human virtues.” This makes us not just a Christian or a
believer in Christ but a God-man, one kind with God. This is the highest
point of God's gospel. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Chronicles, pp. 27-28)

The Man-Savior was incarnated in order to uplift the human virtues to
the highest standard, to the standard that matches God's attributes for the
expression of God. Because our virtues were damaged and deformed, they
could not match God's attributes. But the uplifted human virtues can match
God's attributes. The Man-Savior was born of the human essence with the
human virtues in order to uplift these virtues to such a standard that they
can match God's attributes for His expression.

Christ fills the empty human virtues....We may not have the concept
that Christ's incarnation was to fill, strengthen, and enrich the human
virtues....The Man-Savior's incarnation caused the empty human virtues to
be filled, strengthened, and enriched with the divine attributes.

In order to save us, He, the very God, came into man, bringing God's
attributes into man's virtues. While He was on earth, He lived the life of a
God-man, with the divine attributes filling His human virtues. Eventually,
He died on the cross and was resurrected. In His resurrection He became
the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). Now as the life-giving Spirit He enters
into us to bring God into our being and to fill our virtues with God's
attributes. In this way we are being saved day by day. We are being saved in
the way of the Lord's restoring, His transforming. (Life-study of Luke, pp.

505, 498-499, 507)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msgs. 56-59
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« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 4:3 "And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius
in appearance, and there was a rainbow around the throne like an
emerald in appearance."

21:11 "Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone,
like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal."

The goal of transformation is to be “transformed into the same image” of
the resurrected and glorified Christ [2 Cor. 3:18]. To be transformed to have
the same image as Christ means that we are gradually being conformed to
the resurrected and glorified Christ, to be made the same as He (Rom. 8:29).

When we behold and reflect the glory of the Lord, the Lord infuses and
dispenses into us the elements of what He is and what He has done. Through His
life power and by His life essence, we are gradually transformed metabolically
to have His life shape, and through the renewing of our mind, we are gradually
transfigured into His image. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, p. 33)

Today's Reading

As the seed of a carnation grows by its life essence and through its life
power, it takes on a characteristic shape. The divine life is the same. This life
has an essence, power, and shape. The shape of the divine life is the image of
Christ. Therefore, when we grow by the essence of Christ's life and through
the power of His life, we are gradually transformed into Christ's image, that
is, into the image of the resurrected and glorified Christ. (Truth Lessons—
Level Three, vol. 3, p. 33)

With His firstborn Son as the base, pattern, element, and means, God is
producing many sons, and the many sons who are produced are the many
believers who believe into God's firstborn Son and are joined to Him as one.
They are exactly like Him in life and nature, and, like Him, they have both
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humanity and divinity. They are His increase and expression in order that
they may express the eternal Triune God for eternity. The church today is a
miniature of this expression (Eph. 1:23), and the New Jerusalem in eternity
will be the ultimate manifestation of this expression (Rev. 21:11).

God has predestinated us not simply that we may be sanctified, spiritual, and
victorious but that we may be fully conformed to the image of His Son. This is
our destiny, determined by God in eternity past. Conformation is the end result
of transformation. It includes the changing of our inward essence and nature,
and it also includes the changing of our outward form, that we may match the
glorified image of Christ, the God-man. He is the prototype, and we are the
mass reproduction. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3081-3082)

In Revelation God sitting on the throne looks like jasper (4:3). Then in
21:18 John tells us that the wall of the city was made of jasper. These two
verses tell us that the New Jerusalem will look like God. The city will be a
corporate expression of God.

That God will have a corporate expression is also indicated in His creation
of man. Before the ages God predestinated us unto sonship. Then He created
man in His own image, according to His predestination, with the intention
that one day this created man would be His corporate expression. That day
is not here yet. When the four dispensations are over—the dispensations
of the Patriarchs, of the law, of grace, and of the kingdom—God's work of
conforming us to the image of the Firstborn will be completed. Then we will
be a living corporate entity, bearing the image of God.

The New Jerusalem is the aggregate of all the sons together as a corporate
expression. It is a composition of all the dear saints redeemed by God in all
the dispensations, both of the Old and of the New Testaments. They together
will be the components of this holy city, the aggregate of the divine sonship,
expressing God corporately to fulfill His heart's desire, as indicated in His
creating man in His own image. Revelation 21 and 22 are the fulfillment of
Genesis 1:26—God having a man in His image. (The Basic Revelation in the
Holy Scriptures, p. 144)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 3, lsns. 43-44; The
Central Line of the Divine Revelation, msgs. 5-6
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WEEK 4 —

HYMN

Hymns, #1097

1

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent

Thy name in all the earth!

Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.

Out of the mouth of little ones

Thou hast established praise,

That Thou may still Thine enemy

And swiftly end his days.

2

When we the universe behold,

The work of Thy great hand—

The sun, the moon, and all the stars
By lofty wisdom planned;

O what is man that Thou should'st care
That Thou should'st mindful be?

The son of man Thou visitest

In Thine economy.

3

0 Jesus Lord, Thou art that man,

The One who joined our race,

Who put upon Himself the flesh

And took a lower place.

But now with glory Thou art crowned,
With sovereignty complete.

Now through Thy Body Thou dost rule
With all beneath Thy feet.

4

Thine incarnation, rising too,

And Thy transcendency,

Thy Lordship, Headship, kingdom full,
And Body here we see.

By all these steps of work divine

Thou hast established praise.

With overflowing hearts to Thee

Our joyful voice we raise.

5

Oh, soon that blessed day shall come—
All tongues these words shall peal!
But in the local churches now

We have a foretaste real.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent

Thy name in all the earth!

Let every people, tribe, and tongue
Proclaim its boundless worth.
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2013 Summer Training
Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)
Message Five

Dominion—Subduing the Enemy, Recovering the Earth,
and Exercising God’s Authority over the Earth

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26-28; Matt. 6:9-10, 13; 1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 2:15; Rev.

11:15
Outline
DAY 1

God created a corporate man not only to express Him
but also to represent Him by having dominion over all
things—Gen. 1:26, 28:

The revelation of the Bible is that the Triune God created man in His
image and with His dominion to express Him and represent Him—v. 26.

God in His Divine Trinity created a singular man in His own image,
and He committed to this man dominion over all the earth; the more
we experience and enjoy the Triune God, the more we will grow in
the reality of the divine image and the divine dominion—wv. 27-28; 2
Cor. 13:14; Eph. 3:14-17.

God’s intention in giving man dominion is to subdue God’s
enemy, Satan, who rebelled against God—Gen. 1:26, 28:

The creeping things that creep upon the earth typify Satan, the
serpent, and his angels, as well as the demons, who follow Satan—v.
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26; 3:1,14; Rev. 12:4, 7, 9; Matt. 25:41; cf. Luke 10:19.

. Subdue in Genesis 1:28 implies that a war is raging on earth

between God and His enemy, Satan; whoever gains the earth will
have the victory.

. God has a problem, and this problem is Satan, the archangel who

rebelled against God and became His enemy in the universe and
especially on the earth—Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18:

. According to Genesis 3:1, Satan as God’s enemy hid himself in the serpent, one

of the creeping things on the earth.

. In order to subdue His enemy and thus solve His problem, God gave man

authority to rule over all things created by God—1:26.

. Man especially must rule over the earth and even subdue the earth because the

earth has been usurped by God’s rebellious enemy—v. 28.

. God needs man to exercise His authority over all the creeping things, and God

needs man to subdue and conquer the rebellious earth so that God may recover
the earth for His kingdom—Matt. 6:9-10.

DAY 2

. God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created man

for this purpose; God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen
creature Satan—Gen. 1:28.

. “If man has not restored the earth from the hand of Satan, he has not

yet achieved God’s purpose in creating him...Dealing with Satan is
for the benefit of God...Dealing with Satan satisfies God’s need” (The
Glorious Church, p. 11).
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I11. God’s intention in giving man dominion is to recover

A.

L

the earth—v. 28:

God created man with the intention of recovering the earth for
Himself—v. 26:

Man was created by God to have dominion over the earth, to subdue it, to
conquer it, and thereby recover the earth for God—wv. 26, 28.

God wants to regain the earth; the earth has become a crucial place, a place that
Satan wants to hold and a place that God wants to regain.

Man is commissioned to be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth, and to subdue
it—v. 28.

The Lord’s name must be sanctified on earth and become excellent in
all the earth—Matt. 6:9-10; Psa. 8:1, 9.

During the millennium the earth will become the kingdom of God,
and in eternity the New Jerusalem will come down out of heaven to
the new earth—Rev. 11:15; 21:1-2.

DAY 3

IV. God’s intention in giving man dominion is to exercise

God’s authority over the earth in order that the kingdom
of God may come to the earth, the will of God may be
done on earth, and the glory of God may be manifested
on earth—Matt. 6:10, 13b:

A. We need to exercise God's authority so that the kingdom of God may

come to the earth—v. 10:

The genuine church is the kingdom of God in this age—16:18-19; 18:17-18;
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2.

13:44-46; Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor. 4:20; Eph. 2:19; Col. 4:11; Rev. 1:4-6.

The church brings in the kingdom; the work of the church is to bring in the
kingdom of God—Matt. 6:10; 12:22-29; Rev. 11:15; 12:10:

The church was brought into being for the purpose of bringing in the kingdom—
Matt. 16:18-19; 18:17-18; Rev. 1:6, 9; 11:15.

The church should pray with authority to bring in the kingdom of God—Matt. 6:10.

We need to exercise God's authority so that the will of God may be
done on earth—v. 10:

God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He created all
things for His will so that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose—Rev.
4:11; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:9.

The kingdom is absolutely a matter of God’s will and completely fulfills God’s
will; in fact, the kingdom is God's will—Matt. 6:10.

We need to pray for the Father 's will to be done on earth as in heaven; this is to
bring the kingdom of the heavens to the earth—v. 10.

DAY 4

We need to exercise God's authority so that the glory of God may be
manifested on the earth—v. 13:

God is a God of glory; glory is the expression of God, God expressed—Acts 7:2;
Eph. 1:17; 3:14, 16, 21; Rev. 21:10-11.

The kingdom of God is the realm in which God exercises His power so that He
can manifest His glory—Matt. 6:10, 13.
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God’s intention that man would express God in His
image and represent God with His authority is fulfilled
in Christ as the second man and in the corporate one
new man—1 Cor. 15:47; Eph. 2:15; 1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12;
Col. 3:10-11:

DAY 5

. Christ is not only the last Adam but also the second man—1 Cor.

15:45, 47:

. The first Adam is the beginning of mankind; the last Adam is the ending—v. 45.

. As the first man, Adam is the head of the old creation, representing it

in creation; as the second man, Christ is the Head of the new creation,
representing it in resurrection—wv. 45, 47.

. We Dbelievers were included in the first man by birth and became part of the

second man by regeneration; our believing into Christ has transferred us out of
the first man into the second—Rom. 5:12-21.

. The church is the one new man, which is corporate and universal, created

of two peoples, the Jews and the Gentiles, and composed of all the believers,
who, though they are many, are one new man in the universe—Eph. 2:15:

. God created man as a collective entity—Gen. 1:26:

. The corporate man created by God was damaged through man’s fall; hence,

there was the need for God to produce a new man.

. The producing of the new man was accomplished through Christ’s abolishing in His

flesh the ordinances and through His creating the new man in Himself— Eph. 2:15.
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DAY 6

. God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God’s

new creation; this means that the old creation is a figure, a type, of the new
creation—Eph. 2:15; 4:24:

. Eventually, the church as the one new man is the corporate man in God’s

intention, and this new man will fulfill the twofold purpose of expressing God
and dealing with God'’s enemy.

. God’s intention is to regenerate many members of the one new man, who are

the many members of the one Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:27.

. As the church, the corporate man in God’s eternal purpose, we express God and

we represent Him to subdue the earth and to conquer His enemy—Col. 3:10.
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26 "And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and
over the birds of heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

28 "And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion..."

God created a corporate man not only to express Himself with His image
but also to represent Him by exercising His dominion over all things. God's
intention in giving man dominion is (1) to subdue God's enemy, Satan, who
rebelled against God; (2) to recover the earth, which was usurped by Satan; and
(3) to exercise God's authority over the earth in order that the kingdom of God
may come to the earth, the will of God may be done on the earth, and the glory
of God may be manifested on the earth (Matt. 6:10, 13b). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 5)

Today's Reading

In Genesis 1:26 and 27 the word man in Hebrew is singular. This indicates
that the one God in His three persons created a singular man in His own
image, and He committed to this man His dominion over all the earth. This
one sentence encompasses the divine revelation in the entire Bible, for the
revelation of the Bible is that the Triune God created a man in His image and
with His dominion to express Him and represent Him.

Through the enjoyment of the Triune God, day by day we are growing in
the reality of the divine image and the reality of the divine dominion. The
more we grow in Christ, the more we have God's image, and the more we
have God's authority. When people come into the church meetings, they
can touch the reality of Christ in the flow of the Spirit, and they can see the
expression of God and sense the subduing and conquering by the exercise of
the divine authority. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 94, 106)

2013 Summer Training - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 1



HMAEANEEBNNAERMTA? . 5 —EH
FAEMEXN(T#AY N - X T TE4 Fr = AT
B(al—26) - #E#XLYD - [EMPEEREMN - B
BERY - L EY—E - & - WFMA - KR
—tIREZY) - SMEMHAIELER - TEHEA
RAEEREFFRYNAR( titticEmixs -
Ahm) -

(HBIHIE—FE_+AT - [€¥) MRBEHE(=1"
14 -B+Z9) -Mftp9EE( X"H41 -BE+Z4L-7F)
MUKRIRBERERE ( 28119 ) (ZEKRER - 8]—267%6 ) -

BttiE—EZ+/\TH "HIR" SR - MEH E S
MBMEZEBHITE—ARINNSE - ERSH  ERE
Bt -HEAZEANMEIR ERFREM(B1—283E1) -

MBIBEANBEZIENA - EABERRM - X
ith 4 PSRV D YT EEAHRI AR - #HZ2 eSS -
Bt R EEHCHIEZEIEN - #EZEENIEGS
FEABEEEM EAIVAY - . HIEFMHEXEE -
MEBRNHA—TEL - MEXREREE - thE
- FRRANMEFEDR - S22 EM ERINER
(FE+TM12~14 - £°)\12~18) - RiE6ItH
IC=F—7 - AN BAERES £ it LAY —Fp /e
Y)—ie—EB | - M 7 EAR#AYNEL - NTnEER
AL - EIZGANREEMFAENSA - AfS
AEZEEEMEZFIA M - BAME R KRS RMWEY
MBPFRET - FR - MHREATE/MXIFAFEIEY
BYIXAR - R EAGRFERES A - 47 (E
AEERASHANE -

MEREREED - BRMNEMEMEFT (FE
BXE—NLOFH M  ——MNE—-T7m) -

2% FERXE—NLOFE—MHM - —t
ZE2—=+t0; HEENER - F—=F -

T O—=FEFINIHLF-FESBRERMES-52

A

2

What was God's intention in giving man dominion?...The first aspect of
God's intention is to deal with His enemy, to deal with Satan typified by the
creeping things (Gen. 1:26). In the Bible, the creeping things are demonic,
devilish, and satanic....Four living creatures, representing all creation, are
present before the throne of God—the eagle, the ox, the lion, and the man.
No creeping things such as serpents or scorpions are represented before God.
(Life-study of Genesis, p. 79)

[In Genesis 1:26 creeping thing typifies] Satan, the serpent (3:1, 14; Rev.
12:9), and his angels (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:4a, 7b), as well as the demons who
follow Satan (cf. Luke 10:19). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 6)

Subdue [in Genesis 1:28] implies that a war is raging on earth between
God and His enemy, Satan. Whoever gains the earth will have the victory.
(Gen. 1:28, footnote)

God gave created man dominion so that man could represent God by exercising
His authority over all the things on the earth that were created by God. God is the
Creator, but He does not want to rule over the earth by Himself directly. He gave
dominion to man so that man could rule over all things on the earth....If we read
the Bible carefully, we will see that God has a problem, and this problem is Satan,
the archangel who rebelled against God and became His enemy in the universe
and especially on the earth (Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18). According to Genesis
3:1, Satan as God's enemy hid himself in the serpent, one of the creeping things
on the earth. In order to subdue His enemy and thus solve His problem, God gave
man the authority to rule over all the things created by God. Man especially must
rule over the earth and even subdue the earth because the earth has been usurped
by God's rebellious enemy. Thus, God needs man to exercise His authority over
all the creeping things, and God needs man to subdue and conquer the rebellious
earth so that God may recover the earth for His kingdom.

The enemy Satan is powerful, but we have the authority to stop him.
(CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 97-99)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 94-107; The Vision of God's
Building, ch. 1
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 8:1-2 "O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the
earth, You who have set Your glory over the heavens! Out of the mouths
of babes and sucklings You have established strength because of Your
adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger."

God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created man for
this purpose. God wants the creature to deal with the creature. He wants
His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan in order to bring the
earth back to God. The man whom He created is being used by Him for this
purpose. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 10)

Today's Reading

If man has not restored the earth from the hand of Satan, he has not yet
achieved God's purpose in creating him. Saving souls is often only for the
welfare of man, but dealing with Satan is for the benefit of God. Saving souls
solves man's need, but dealing with Satan satisfies God's need. (CWWN, vol.

34, p- 11)

The second aspect of God's intention in giving man dominion is to recover
the earth (Gen. 1:26-28). Man is to have dominion over the earth, to subdue
it, and to conquer it. To conquer the earth means that the enemy is there
already, that a war is raging. Therefore, we must fight and conquer.

God wants to regain the earth. The earth has become a crucial place, a place
that Satan wants to hold and a place that God wants to regain. The battle is over
the earth. Whoever gains the earth is the winner. If Satan can keep the earth
under his hand, he has the victory. If God can regain the earth, He will have the
victory. The Lord Jesus has not returned because the earth is still so much under
Satan's usurping. This is why God needs the church. The church must fight the
battle to regain the earth, if not the whole earth, at least some stepping stones,
some outpost for the Lord Jesus to put His feet upon. The earth is crucial.
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This point has been fully proved by Psalm 8. Psalm 8 begins by saying,
“O Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth!” It also
ends the same way. There is no doubt that the Lord's name is excellent in the
heavens, but, in a sense, the name of the Lord is not excellent on this earth.
His name is not excellent among so many of the fallen people. We need to
pray, “Your name be sanctified” (Matt. 6:9). Oh, the Lord's name must be
sanctified on this earth. The problem is not in the heavens; the problem is
here on earth.

God desires that His kingdom come to this earth and that His will be done
on earth (Matt. 6:10). Now we can understand the prayer which the Lord
Jesus established. He said, “Your name be sanctified; Your kingdom come.”
Certainly this means to come from the heavens to the earth. The prayer
continues, “Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.” God's will is
now being done in heaven. But on the earth there are many frustrations,
hindering God's will from being done. We must pray, “Let Your name be
sanctified; let Your kingdom come; let Your will be done, as in heaven, so on
earth.” We must fight to recover the earth.

At the time of the millennium, the earth will become the kingdom of
God. This is revealed in Revelation 11:15. When the Lord Jesus comes to
inaugurate the millennium, the whole earth will become the kingdom of God.
Then the earth will be regained by God.

In eternity, God's habitation will come down from heaven to the new earth
(Rev. 21:1-2). Many Christians dream of going to heaven. That is a good dream
and, undoubtedly, all of us will be there. However, God desires to come down to
earth. We like the heavens, but God likes the earth. We are going up, and He is
coming down. Hallelujah! Let me tell you the truth: when we get to heaven, the
Lord will say, “Children, let us go down. Let us go down to take over the earth.”
In eternity, the heavens will not be God's habitation. God's habitation will be
the New Jerusalem, and the New Jerusalem will come down from the heavens
to the new earth. This proves that God's desire is to possess the earth. (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 81-82)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 1
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:10 "Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also
on earth."

16:18-19 "...Upon this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shall not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of
the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound
in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been
loosed in the heavens."

The third aspect of God's intention in giving man dominion is to bring in
[and] to exercise God's authority over the earth. Man must exercise God's
authority in order that the kingdom of God may come to earth, that the will
of God may be done on earth, and that the glory of God may be manifested on
earth. All of this will be on the earth. God will never be satisfied to have His
kingdom only in the heavens. Neither will He be happy to have His will done
only in the heavens nor to see His glory expressed only in the heavens. He
wants all these things to happen on the earth. This is the responsibility of the
church today. In the church we have the kingdom of God. In the church the
will of God is done. In the church the glory of God is expressed. Hallelujah! We
have a foretaste. Now we can see why God gave man dominion over everything
in the seas, in the air, and on the earth. God's intention is to eliminate the
enemy, regain the earth, and manifest His glory. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 83)

Today's Reading

The Lord said in Matthew 16 that the gates of Hades shall not overcome the built-
up church (v. 18). Following this, “the kingdom of the heavens” (v. 19) is mentioned.
The interchangeable use of “the kingdom of the heavens” in this verse with “My
church” in the previous verse proves strongly that the genuine church is the kingdom
of the heavens in this age. Hence, the church, the kingdom of God, and the dealing
with Satan are all linked together. Where the church is, Satan is overcome, and the
kingdom of God is brought in. (Salvation in Life in the Book of Romans, p. 54)
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“Your kingdom come!” This is not only a desire of the church, but also
a responsibility of the church. The church should bring in God's kingdom.
In order to bring in God's kingdom, the church has to pay the price to be
restricted by heaven and come under heaven's rule. It has to be the outlet for
heaven, and it has to allow heaven's authority to be expressed on earth.

A prayer with authority has the position of being in the heavenlies as
its basis. Since the church is in the heavenlies with Christ, it can pray with
authority. (CWWN, vol. 22, pp. 164, 195)

The basis of God's work in creation was God's will and plan (Eph. 1:10-
11). Revelation 4:11 says that all things were created according to God's will.
God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure. He created all
things for His will that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose. God has
a will, and according to that will He conceived His plan. Then according to
that will and plan, He created all things so that He may have the church. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2056)

Although the kingdom is here in the church life today, the manifestation
of the kingdom is yet to come [Matt. 6:10]. Thus, we must pray for the
coming of the kingdom. This matter of the kingdom is clearly related to God
the Son....Following the rebellion of Satan (Ezek. 28:17; Isa. 14:13-15), the
earth fell into the usurping hand of Satan. Thus, the will of God could not
be done on earth as in heaven. Hence, God created man with the intention
of recovering the earth for Himself (Gen. 1:26-28). After the fall of man,
Christ came to bring the heavenly rule to earth so that the earth might be
recovered for God's right, that the will of God might be done on earth as
in heaven....The kingdom people must pray for this until the earth is fully
recovered for God's will in the coming kingdom age.

When the Father's name is sanctified, the Son's kingdom has come, and
the Spirit's will is done on earth as in heaven, that will be the time of the
manifestation of the kingdom. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 266-267)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 21; CWWN, vol. 22, “The
Prayer Ministry of the Church,” ch. 2
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:13 "And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen."

1 Cor. 15:47 "The first man is out of the earth, earthy; the second man is
out of heaven."

As God deals with us, He always cares for three of His divine attributes—
His righteousness, holiness, and glory. God is righteous, God is holy, and God
is a God of glory. Righteousness is related to God's acts, to His ways, actions,
and activities. Everything God does is righteous. Holiness is God's nature.
Holiness is not a matter of action, but of nature. As the nature of a table is
wood and the nature of a book is paper, so the nature of God is holiness.
God's acts are righteous and His nature is holiness....Glory is God Himself
expressed. When God is expressed, that is glory. Therefore, in righteousness
we see God's ways, in holiness we see God's nature, and in glory we see God
expressed. (Life-study of Romans, p. 203)

Today's Reading

[In Matthew 6:13] is the realization and praise of God's kingdom, power,
and glory. This also refers to the Triune God. The kingdom is of the Son,
which is the realm in which God exercises His power. The power is of the
Spirit, which carries out God's intention so that the Father can express His
glory. This indicates that the prayer which the Lord teaches us to pray begins
with the Triune God, in the sequence of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit,
and ends also with the Triune God, but in the sequence of the Son, the Spirit,
and the Father. Thus, the prayer taught by the Lord in His supreme teaching
begins with God the Father and ends also with God the Father. God the
Father is both the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega. (The
God-man Living, p. 100)
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Has this been accomplished? Certainly not. Yet, God created man with
this intention. Satan knows this much better than we do. The Bible tells us
that immediately after the creation of man, Satan came in to damage the
man whom God had created for His purpose. Man fell. However, God did
not give man up. God Himself became a man. He came that He might get
into man and make Himself one with man. He came to be the second man
called Jesus (1 Cor. 15:47). The first man did not fulfill God's purpose; the
second man did. The first man was a corporate man, and the second man
is also a corporate man. Adam was the head of the first corporate man,
and Christ is the Head of the second man. God's purpose is fulfilled by the
second man....The fulfillment of God's purpose in giving man dominion
started with Christ.

The preaching in the New Testament begins in a peculiar way, in a way
that is contrary to our concept. It says, “Repent, for the kingdom of the
heavens has drawn near” (Matt. 4:17). The words has drawn near mean “is
come.” When Christ came, the kingdom of God came. Christ brought in the
kingdom. The little man Jesus was the kingdom of God.

The fulfillment of God's intention in giving man dominion involves Christ as
the Head and the church, including all the saints, as the Body. The fulfillment of
God's intention is not only with the Head, but also with the Body. The gates of
Hades cannot prevail against the church (Matt. 16:18). The Bible does not say the
gates of Hades (meaning the power of Satan) cannot prevail against the saints.
They can prevail against the saints if the saints are separate or individualistic.
You need to be built into the church. The Body which is built up with Christ can
never be defeated by Satan. Satan can never prevail against the builded church.

The saints have been given authority to bind the enemy (Matt. 16:19;
18:18). The word in Matthew 16:19 was spoken to Peter; the word in Matthew
18:18 was spoken to every believer....Today, the church with all the saints has
the authority to bind and loose. Many times, we should not simply pray; we
should bind and loose. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 83-84, 86)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 7-8; The Experience of Life,
chs. 17-18
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 5:19 "For just as through the disobedience of one man the many
were constituted sinners, so also through the obedience of the One the
many will be constituted righteous."

Eph. 2:15 "Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in
ordinances, that He might create the two in Himself into one new man,
so making peace."

First Corinthians 15:47 says, “The first man is out of the earth, earthy; the
second man is out of heaven.” Christ is not only the last Adam but also the
second man. The first Adam is the beginning of the old man in the old creation;
the last Adam is the ending, the termination of the old man in the old creation.

As the first man, Adam is the head of the old creation, representing it in
creation. As the second man, Christ is Head of the new creation, representing
it in resurrection. In the entire universe there are these two men: the first
man Adam, including all his descendants, and the second man Christ,
comprised of all His believers. We believers were included in the first man by
birth, and we became a part of the second man by regeneration. Our belief
has transferred us out of the first man into the second. As a part of the first
man, our origin is the earth, and our nature is earthy. As a part of the second
man, our origin is God, and our nature is heavenly. (The Divine Dispensing
of the Divine Trinity, p. 72)

Today's Reading

We must go on to see the crucial importance of Christ's abolishing the law
of the commandments in ordinances in order to create us into one new man.

The fact that the Jews and the Gentiles have been created into one new
man indicates that the new man is an entity that is corporate and universal.
There are many believers, but there is just one new man. All the believers are

2013 Summer Training - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 9



FHMAN—ESD - LUFEFRBPREAESSERSHY
BRIEMA -

EEFANEEN  E2REMRE BEETF
RERETHR - EFESEMHET - MEAARMI
HMARSAREES , EMIMNATEEER - B
WBMEMBERBIER — TS - ME—1TH
BRYFRA -

BRIMNEZBEAEUN—THA  MBEEXIHABILERAIA
iR REEMBRMNZF LA ZA - SIFBRINERE
IHA (M22) - #oliEXRMZE - lEET A - B
ETANA - BE—IMESH - gItic—F_+H
REIA - ANATREHNEHR . "Bk - BIIERS
B E - RERNWERNEA (28] - Eit(]

(E#) EE.. - " XETHNENEREESE—T
SFA - HAAENEFA - AEAEEZ TR -
HMERBESE —TWA - AEFERXTHA - BE
ANEXTIE - IHARNEZEXYE - HEMHER - mE
IEMNFAIFRIEHAY - A BERENMR - RI-IAHSSE
AR - TARMSE - BEFIETFRLEN - FMEA]
BYSE - HMBIBA -~ MIEMEREBTE+FRE . —
IR Z M ERET E+F R L - MREWETE+FRLE -
ABRANEMSR - 27 - BIREISBESR - =25
ERNEFQE—TTA -

BIMNARBAT —E—TTHN=E+"TTEXHENET -
EXLUFFA_E+ATESEMHEE - XTiR - "EMH
AAE - RIETHEARPHGINEZE - FIEARTEME
CEH - SlIER—THMA - BEBTHE - ZEBEHN
BETETFRLEN - #RETARPHBINRE - FIE
WEKAMIBART - £ ECEERGIEXN —THA
(UsBmBEmiEE - th— “h”ZZ”"H=M) -

Bi — M HA - BSEAS ; UHFABLES
2 BT+ =E_+ARE -

O =FEFIILK-FS5ERMES-5EF101

part of this one corporate and universal new man. The highest revelation of
the church given in the book of Ephesians is that of the new man.

To be regenerated is not only to be saved; it is also to be created anew.
On the cross Christ abolished the ordinances so that a re-creation could take
place. The Jews and the Gentiles were separated by ordinances. But the two
peoples have been created in Christ with the divine essence into one new
entity, the corporate new man.

In order to see the one new man, we need to have a proper understanding
of the old man. Before exhorting us to put on the new man, Paul tells us to put
off the old man (Eph. 4:22). After creating heaven and earth, God created man,
not merely as an individual, but as a collective entity. Genesis 1:26 speaks of
man both in the singular and in the plural: “And God said, Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them have dominion....” This
reveals that God's intention has always been to have one collective man. The
corporate man created by God was damaged through the fall, and there is now
the need for God to have a new man. In order to produce this new man, Christ
had to deal not only with sin, the fallen nature of the old man, Satan, and the
world, but as we have pointed out, He also had to abolish the ordinances. What
most frustrates God from gaining the new man is ordinances. When Christ was
crucified on the cross, our sins, our old man, Satan, and the world were not
the only things crucified; all the ordinances were crucified also. The crucifixion
of the ordinances was not for forgiveness, holiness, victory over Satan, or the
imparting of life; rather, it was absolutely for the creation of the one new man.

We are familiar with such verses as John 1:1 and 3:16, but we are not
familiar with Ephesians 2:15....When Christ's flesh was nailed to the cross,
He abolished the law of the commandments in ordinances so that He might
create the two, the Jews and Gentiles, in Himself into one new man. (Life-
study of Ephesians, pp. 654, 207-208)

Further Reading: The One New Man, chs. 3-5; Life-study of Ephesians,
msgs. 23-25
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:24 "And put on the new man, which was created according to God
in righteousness and holiness of the reality."

Rev. 22:5 "And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light
of a lamp and of the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon
them; and they will reign forever and ever."

God's creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God's new
creation. This means that the old creation is a figure, a type, of the new creation. In
God's old creation the central character is man. It is the same in God's new creation.
Therefore, in both the old creation and the new creation man is the center.

God created man in His own image (Gen. 1:26) and then gave man His
dominion. Image is for expression. God wants man to be His expression.
Dominion, however, is a matter not of expression but of representation. God
wants man to represent Him in His authority for His dominion.

The image refers to God's positive intention, and dominion to God's
negative intention. God's positive intention is that man would express Him,
whereas God's negative intention is that man would deal with God's enemy,
Satan, the devil. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2302)

Today's Reading

In the old creation the dominion given to man was limited to the earth. This means
that in the old creation the dealing with God's enemy was restricted to the earth.
However, in God's new creation the dominion has been enlarged to the entire universe.

Eventually, the church as the new man is the man in God's intention. God
wanted a man, and in the old creation He created a figure, a type, not the real
man. The real man is the man Christ created on the cross through His all-
inclusive death. This man is called the new man.
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The term the new man reminds us of the old man. The old man did not
fulfill God's dual purpose. However, the new man in God's new creation does
fulfill the twofold purpose of expressing God and dealing with God's enemy.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2303)

According to Genesis 1, God created man in His own image and gave
man His authority to rule over all the created things....Man is in the image
of God in order to express God, and he has received God's authority in
order to represent God. We need God's authority to represent God and to
subdue His enemy.

In order to have the full image of God to express God and to realize the
full authority of God to represent God in subduing His enemy, we must have
God as life to us. Therefore, in the first two chapters of Genesis, there is not
only image and authority but also life, signified by the tree of life. We need
to take in the divine life of God for two reasons: positively, so that we can
express God; negatively, so that we can represent God to subdue His enemy.
The authority of God is a matter of the kingdom. Throughout the entire
Scriptures there is a line of authority related to the kingdom. (CWWL, 1972,
vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” p. 3)

In eternity the whole New Jerusalem will express God. Furthermore, in
eternity all the saved ones in the New Jerusalem will reign as kings with God
(Rev. 22:5). This will be the dominion to represent God.

Although we did not care about God's dominion and image at the time
we were called and saved, deep within, in God's calling and speaking, we
realized that these matters were implied. After being saved, we had the
realization that we needed to be under God's ruling. This is the kingdom, the
dominion. Also, deep within us, we had the sensation that, after being saved,
we had to glorify God. This is the matter of image to express God....Praise the
Lord that in God's recovery He has recovered us to His original purpose, and
He has brought us back to the beginning. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 537)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, pp. 57-63; The One New Man, chs.
1-2; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 216-218
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WEEK 5 — HYMN
Hymns, #892

1

With all the pow'r in heav'n and earth
Our resurrected Lord's endued;

If we unite and live by Him,

The enemy will be subdued.

2

In Jesus' name we must declare

That we shall overcome the foe;

We draw authority from Him

The serpent's head to crush below.

3

No matter what, thou mountain high,
In heav'n or earth, where'er thou art,
At any cost we'll level thee,

In Jesus' name thou must depart!

4

Faith orders thee “Remove from here,
And be thou cast into the sea!”

We should, we must, we can, we will,

Fulfill God's purpose faithfully.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Six

The Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:9, 16-17; John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b

Outline
DAY 1

. The tree of life signifies Christ, who imparts life to man

and who pleases and satisfies man—Gen. 2:9; John
14:6a; 10:10b; 6:63; 1 Cor. 15:45b; cf. John 15:1; Exo.
15:25:

. The tree of life is the center of the universe; according to the purpose

of God, the earth is the center of the universe, the garden of Eden is the
center of the earth, and the tree of life is the center of the garden of Eden.

. We must realize that the whole universe is centered on this tree of

life; nothing is more central and crucial to both God and man than
this tree.

. God’s placing man in front of the tree of life indicates that God

wanted man to receive Him as man'’s life by eating Him organically
and assimilating Him metabolically so that God might become the
very constituent of man’s being—John 6:35, 57.

. According to John 1:1 and 4, life is in the Word, who is God Himself;

this life—the divine, eternal, uncreated life of God—is Christ (11:25;
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A.

A.

14:6a; Col. 3:4a), who is the embodiment of God (2:9).

The tree of life grows along the two sides of the river of water of life
(Rev. 22:1 -2), indicating that it is a vine; since Christ is a vine tree
(John 15:1) and is also life, He is the tree of life.

Christ was processed through incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection so that man may have life and live by eating Him—
10:10b; 6:51, 57, 63.

DAY 2

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan
as the source of death to man—Gen. 2:9, 17; Heb. 2:14:

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil also signifies all things
apart from God, for anything that is not God Himself, including
good things and even scriptural things and religious things, can be
utilized by Satan, the subtle one, to bring death to man.

Even the Scriptures inspired by God and the law given by God can
be utilized by Satan as the tree of knowledge to bring in death—John
5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6.

DAY 3

III. God’s first commandment to man concerned man’s

eating, not man’s conduct—Gen. 2:16-17:

Eating is critical to man, a matter of life or death; man’s outcome
and destiny before God depend altogether on what he eats.
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B. If man eats the tree of life, he will receive God as life and fulfill God’s
purpose; if he eats the tree of knowledge, he will receive Satan as
death and be usurped by him for his purpose.

C. God'’s forbidding commandment, given as a warning to man (vv. 16-
17; cf. Eph. 2:1), indicates the following:

1. Itindicates God'’s greatness in creating man with a free will so that man may
choose God willingly and not under coercion.

2. ltindicates God's love for man.

3. It indicates God's desire that man would eat the tree of life to receive God into
him as his life.

DAY 4

V. The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John
15:5), whereas the tree of knowledge causes man to rebel
against God and to be independent from Him (cf. Gen. 3:5):

A. The two trees issue in two lines—the line of life and the line of death—
that run through the entire Bible and end in the book of Revelation.

B. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17) and ends with
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14); life begins with the tree of life and
ends in the New Jerusalem, the city of the water of life (22:1-2).

DAY 5

V. We need to see the line of the tree of life throughout the
Scriptures:

A. Abel contacted God in God's way—Gen. 4:4.
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Seth and Enosh called upon the name of the Lord—v. 26.
Enoch walked with God—5:22, 24.
Noah walked with God and worked together with God—6:9, 13-14.

Abraham lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of
the Lord—Acts 7:2; Gen. 12:7-8; 17:1; 18:1.

Isaac lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of the
Lord—26:2, 24-25.

Jacob lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of the
Lord—35:1, 9; 48:3.

DAY 6

. Moses lived in the appearing and the presence of God—Acts 7:30;

Exo. 3:2, 16; 33:11, 13-15; 34:29; 25:9.

. The children of Israel journeyed in the presence of the Lord—13:21-

22; Num. 14:14.
Joshua lived and worked in the presence of the Lord—Josh. 1:5-9.
Gideon fought the battle in the presence of the Lord—Judg. 6:12, 16.

Samuel prayed and called upon the name of the Lord—1 Sam. 12:23;
15:11; Psa. 99:6; Jer. 15:1.

. David trusted in God, looked to God, and enjoyed God as life—1 Sam.

17:37, 45; 30:6; Psa. 27:4, 8, 14; 36:8-9.

. Daniel prayed to God constantly and contacted Him continually—

Dan. 6:10-11; 9:2-4; 10:1-3, 12.
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. Jesus as the Son of God lived by God—John 5:19; 6:57; 14:10.

The New Testament believers live by the Lord and enjoy the Lord—
15:5; 6:57; 14:19; 6:35; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 1 John 1:4.

. Paul lived out the Lord—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a.

The church as the Body of Christ lives by Christ as life—Eph. 1:22-23;
Col. 3:4.

S. The New Jerusalem is sustained by the river of water of life with the

tree of life—Rev. 22:1-2.

VI. We need to see the line of the tree of knowledge

A.

throughout the Scriptures:

Cain presented an offering to God in his own way, not in God’s
way; he murdered his brother and went out from the presence of the
Lord—Gen. 4:3-9, 16.

Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Lord, was a person who was
absolutely independent of God, building a kingdom for himself, and
the beginning of his kingdom was Babel—10:8-11.

The people at Babel held a council, and the result was the
construction of a high tower for man’s name and the formation of a
city for his possession—11:3-4.

Lot drifted away from the line of life by making a choice according
to his own sight —13:10-13, cf. vv. 14-15, 18.

Esau, for the purpose of satisfying his appetite, sold his
birthright—25:30-34.
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F.

Pharaoh was rebellious against God, and his heart was hardened
toward God—Exo. 5:2; 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 32; 9:34-35.

Aaron listened to the people and acted independently to make a
golden idol—32:1, 4, 24.

H. Nadab and Abihu offered “strange fire” to God—Lev. 10:1-2.

Miriam and Aaron were opposed to Moses, not as a result of
their contacting God but because of their own motive—Num.
12:1-2, 9-15.

The ten spies failed because they looked at the situation in the land by
their own sight; they failed because they relied on their knowledge
and refused to trust in the Lord—13:28, 32-33, cf. v. 30; 14:6-9.

Korah and his company attacked God's deputy authority—16:1-3.

Saul acted independently and did not follow the Lord; rather, he dealt
with the enemy according to his preference—1 Sam. 15:8, 11, 22-23.

. Absalom rebelled against his father, King David—2 Sam. 15:10-13.

. Ahab was an evil king who married Jezebel, a devilish and

idolatrous woman, and built a temple for Baal, the most famous idol
of the time—1 Kings 16:30-32.

. The chief priests and the scribes knew the letter of the Bible but not

the life of the Bible —Matt. 2:4-6.

Nicodemus was seeking knowledge, but what he needed was a new
life—John 3:1-3.
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. The Jewish religionists searched the Scriptures thinking that in them

they had eternal life, yet they would not come to the Lord for that
very life—5:39-40.

. The scribes and Pharisees held the knowledge of the law but were

still under the slavery of sin—8:5, 9, 34.

. The disciples who were with the Lord still held the traditional

knowledge of reli gion when they saw a man blind from
birth—9:1-3.

. Martha was occupied with the line of knowledge, holding the

knowledge of the sound teachings regarding the resurrection in the
last day—11:23-25.

. Peter, after receiving the revelation from the heavenly Father,

turned to his mind and was utilized by Satan to frustrate the Lord
from going to the cross—Matt. 16:17, 21-23.

. Judas, who was always occupied with thoughts of money, opened himself to the

devil and betrayed the Lord for thirty pieces of silver—John 12:4-6; 13:2, 27,
Matt. 26:15; 27:5.

. The unbelieving Jews kept their law and sentenced the Lord Jesus to

death according to it—John 19:7.

. Saul of Tarsus, a foremost religionist, persecuted the church until

God revealed His Son in him—Gal. 1:13-16; 2:20.

. The Corinthian believers were enriched in all knowledge but were

puffed up and still infants in Christ—1 Cor. 1:5; 8:1; 3:1.
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Z. The Gnostic philosophy distracted and spoiled many believers from
enjoying Christ as their life—Col. 2:8, cf. v. 6.

AA. The dissenters in the church make divisions and causes of stumbling
contrary to the teaching of God’'s economy—Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 1:4.

BB. The teaching of Balaam, the teaching of the Nicolaitans, and the
teaching of Jezebel deceived the early churches, who turned away
from the eating of and feasting with the Lord—Rev. 2:14-15, 20, 24, 7,
17; 3:20.

CC. Antichrist will be the man of lawlessness, the son of perdition; he
will be the giant on the line of knowledge, and his destiny is to be
cast into the lake of fire with Satan, the source of death—13:5-8; 2
Thes. 2:3-4; Rev. 19:20; 20:10.

DD. “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life”—2 Cor. 3:6b:

1. The Bible in dead letters, which belongs to the tree of knowledge, kills, but the
Spirit, who belongs to the tree of life, gives life.

2. Besides the line of knowledge there is the line of life (cf. Deut. 30:19-20); praise
the Lord for the choice of life!
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:9 "And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that
Is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the
middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil."

John 15:1 "1 am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman."
6:48 "I am the bread of life."

The second step of God's procedure in fulfilling His purpose was to place
the created man in front of the tree of life, which signifies the Triune God
embodied in Christ as life to man in the form of food. God's placing man
in front of the tree of life indicates that God wanted man to receive Him as
man's life by eating Him organically and assimilating Him metabolically,
that God might become the very constituent of man's being. According to
John 1:1, 4, life is in the Word, who is God Himself. This life—the divine,
eternal, uncreated life of God—is Christ (John 11:25; 14:6; Col. 3:4a), who
is the embodiment of God (Col. 2:9). The tree of life grows along the two
sides of the river of water of life (Rev. 22:1-2), indicating that it is a vine.
Since Christ is a vine tree (John 15:1) and is also life, He is the tree of life. He
was processed through incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection that man
might have life and live by eating Him (John 10:10b; 6:51, 57, 63). (Gen. 2:9,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

The tree of life was in the midst of the garden. If we study the record of
Genesis 2, we will realize that, apart from the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, no tree is mentioned by name except the tree of life. We do not know the
names of the other trees, but we do know that there was a tree called the tree
of life. This shows that the tree of life was the center.

The tree of life is the center of the universe. According to the purpose of
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God, the earth is the center of the universe, the garden of Eden is the center
of the earth, and the tree of life is the center of the garden of Eden. We must
realize that the whole universe is centered on this tree of life: nothing is more
central and crucial to both God and man than this tree. It is very meaningful
to see man in the garden standing before the tree of life.

This tree enables man to receive God as life. How can we prove this? The
following books of the Bible reveal that God is life. Therefore, the tree of life
in the garden was the indicator that God intends to be our life in the form of
food. One day, according to the Gospel of John, God came in the flesh (John
1:1, 14). In Him was life (John 1:4). The life displayed by the tree of life in
Genesis 2 was the life incarnated in Jesus, God in the flesh. Jesus told us that
He Himself is life (John 14:6). Furthermore, John 15 tells us that Christ is
a tree, the vine tree. On the one hand, He is a tree; on the other hand, He is
life. When we put together all these portions from John, we see that Jesus is
the tree of life. Jesus said that He is the bread of life, meaning that He has
come to us as the tree of life in the form of food.

As the almighty God, Jesus is high, but when He came to us as food He
was lowly. He was a loaf of bread. He was even the crumbs under the table
(Matt. 15:21-27). The very Jesus who came to us as life in the form of food
was not tall and great; He was small and lowly. Anything we eat must be
smaller than we are; if it is not, we cannot take it into us. Even if our food is
larger than we are, it must be cut into pieces small enough to eat. Thus, Jesus
came to us as life in the form of food. He said, “I am the bread of life,” and, “He
who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me” [John 6:48, 57]. God in the
Son is the tree of life that is good for food. Day after day we can feed on Him.
We can eat Him.

The tree of life typifies Christ who imparts life to man and who pleases
and satisfies man (cf. John 15:1; Exo. 15:25). Christ imparts divine life into
us, pleases us, and satisfies us. Many of us can testify of this. We can say,
“Hallelujah! Jesus has imparted life to me. He satisfies me all the time.” This
is the tree of life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 140-141)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 11
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« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:17 "But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall
not eat; for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

2 Cor. 3:6 "Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new
covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life."

The tree of life was a symbol, signifying God as the proper source....If
we only read Genesis 2, we will be unable to understand the meaning of the
tree of life. However, the Gospel of John reveals the life denoted by the tree
of life in a concrete way. John 1:4 says, “In Him was life,” and John 15:5 tells
us that the Lord Jesus is a vine tree. If we put these two verses together, we
will realize that Christ is the tree of life. Jesus, the embodiment of God, is
the tree of life. Therefore, the tree of life in Genesis 2 is a symbol of God as
the source of life.

Besides this source, there is another tree, another source in the universe—
death. However, this tree is not called the tree of death; it is called the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. There is such a tree in this universe.
These two trees oppose one another, the tree of life denoting God as the
source of life, and the tree of knowledge signifying Satan as the source of
death....Therefore, in Genesis 2 we find two sources signified by two trees.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 161-162)

Today's Reading

The principle of the tree of life...is dependence. We all must be dependent.
Do not take the way of knowledge, for the result of that way is death.

The tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17), which was the opposite of the tree of life,...was
called the tree of knowledge of good and evil, not simply the knowledge of evil. Both
the knowledge of good and the knowledge of evil come from the same tree. It does
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not matter whether knowledge is the knowledge of good or of evil. As long as it is
knowledge, it does not belong to the tree of life. It belongs to the tree of knowledge.

Although the tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan, it does
not signify him directly. It firstly signifies everything apart from God and
then it signifies Satan indirectly, because Satan is hidden at the back of the
things that are apart from God. Satan likes to conceal himself.

God is very frank and always comes to the front. Satan, however, is subtle,
always staying at the rear....Because Satan is subtle, the tree of knowledge does
not signify him directly. It signifies everything apart from God, including good
things, scriptural things, and religious things. Regardless of whether a thing is
good or evil, as long as it is not God Himself it can be utilized by Satan.

The things apart from God fall into three categories: knowledge, good, and evil.
Suppose you have the intention of doing a certain good thing. Deep in your spirit,
however, you have the sense not to touch it and not to do it....Do not employ the
principle of good and bad, but cooperate with the principle of life. If you do not
have peace within, it means that the Spirit of life does not agree with what you
intend to do. You need to cooperate with Him. If you do, you will receive life.

The tree of knowledge firstly signifies everything utilized by Satan,
regardless of whether it is good or evil. It does not signify Satan directly,
because he likes to hide. When Satan first entered into man, he did not do
it in a frank way. He came in the form of a serpent. At the beginning of the
Bible, the serpent was very cunning and apparently was quite attractive (Gen.
3:1), unlike the ugly serpents under God's curse. As Eve conversed with the
serpent, she did not realize that Satan was in it. Herein lies the principle of
Satan's appearing: he never appears frankly, but subtly.

The contents of the tree of knowledge are all things apart from God. Even the
Bible inspired by God and the law given by God may be utilized in letters by Satan
as the tree of knowledge. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 165-167)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 13
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:16-17 "And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the
garden you may eat freely, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of
it you shall not eat; for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

Eph. 2:1 "And you, though dead in your offenses and sins."

God's first commandment to man concerned man's eating, not man's
conduct. Eating is critical to man, a matter of life or death. Man's outcome
and destiny before God depends altogether on what he eats. If man eats the
tree of life, he will receive God as life and fulfill God's purpose; if he eats the
tree of knowledge, he will receive Satan as death and be usurped by him for
his purpose.

God's forbidding commandment given as a warning to man indicates (1) God's
greatness in creating man with a free will that man may choose God willingly and
not under coercion; (2) God's love for man; and (3) God's desire that man would
eat the tree of life to receive God into him as life. (Gen. 2:17, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Genesis 2:17 tells us that God issued man a warning and gave him a
prohibition. God wanted man only to touch Him to receive life, but not
to touch the things apart from God to receive death. God seemed to tell
Adam and Eve, “Don't touch the tree of knowledge—only touch the tree
of life. If you eat the tree of life, you will receive Me and have My life. If
you eat the tree of knowledge, you will take in Satan and have his death.”
This was not merely a commandment; it was a warning. We must realize
that in the whole universe there are two sources: one is the source of life,
and the other is the source of death. Be careful which source you touch.
If you touch God, you have the source of life and receive life. If you touch
Satan, you have the source of death and receive death. (Life-study of
Genesis, p. 179)
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Genesis tells us that after God created man, He put man in front of the
tree of life. God did not give man a list of commandments. That was the
work of Moses after the fall, not the work of God according to His eternal
intention. The law is in Exodus 20, not in Genesis 2. In Genesis 2 is the
first picture regarding God's dealing with His created man. There is such a
basic principle of the first mentioning in the Bible. Whenever you have the
first mentioning, a principle is always laid. The first mentioning of God's
dealing with man is that God put Adam in front of the tree of life, charging
him to be careful about his eating (vv. 16-17). God's intention for man is not
a matter of doing but a matter of eating. If man eats well and eats rightly,
then he will be right.

This tree of life is God in Christ as the Spirit to be life to us. It is the Triune
God, the Father in the Son, and the Son as the Spirit. Before we received
the Lord, we may not have thought anything about God. But when we got
saved or revived, we might have immediately made up our mind to serve the
Lord, to do our best to do good deeds to please Him, and to “go to church” to
worship Him. These thoughts, which are according to our natural concept,
are wrong. God's intention is not that we serve Him, do good to please Him,
or that we worship Him in a religious, ritualistic way. But God's intention is
that we eat Him. We have to eat Him. The first picture of God's dealing with
man is not a picture of doing but a picture of eating.

We all have to first realize that the Lord has no intention that we do
something for Him. The Lord's intention is to present Himself as food to us
day by day. In the Gospel of John the Lord is first seen as life (1:4), as the
bread of life (6:35), as the water of life (4:14), and as the breath of life, the
air (20:22). He is life, food, drink, and air. All this is not for you to be a doing
Christian but to be an enjoying Christian. You have to enjoy the Lord as life,
as food, as water, and as air. You have to breathe Him in, to drink of Him,
and to feed on Him in order to live by Him and in Him. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 2,
“The Tree of Life,” pp. 83, 85)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 14; CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “The
Tree of Life,” ch. 1
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I
in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing."

Gen. 3:5 "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will become like God, knowing good and evil."

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan as the source of
death to man (Heb. 2:14). It also signifies all things apart from God....Even
the Scriptures inspired by God and the law given by God can be utilized by
Satan as the tree of knowledge to bring in death (John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b).

The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John 15:5), whereas
the tree of knowledge causes man to rebel against God and to be independent
from Him (cf. Gen. 3:5). The two trees issue in two lines—the line of life and
the line of death—that run through the entire Bible and end in the book of
Revelation. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (Gen. 2:17) and ends with
the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14). Life begins with the tree of life and ends in the
New Jerusalem, the city of the water of life (22:1-2). (Gen. 2:9, footnote 3)

Today's Reading

The record of the two trees in Genesis 2, the tree of life and the tree of
knowledge, is not merely ancient history, for these two trees are still with us
today. If we read the Bible carefully, we will discover that throughout the Bible
we have two lines—the line of the tree of life and the line of the tree of knowledge.
We may refer to them in brief as the line of life and the line of knowledge. These
two lines began at the book of Genesis and continue through the subsequent
books of the Bible until they reach their destination....The destination of the
line of life will be the New Jerusalem, where the tree of life appears once again.
The river of the water of life is also found in the New Jerusalem, for it flows
throughout the entire city. Thus, the New Jerusalem, a city of living water, is the
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ultimate consummation of the line of the tree of life. The line of knowledge will
conclude with the lake of fire, a vivid contrast to the city of New Jerusalem. The
city is a city of living water; the lake is a lake of burning fire.

According to the revelation in the Bible, we see two streams proceeding out
of the throne of God. One is the stream of living water, and the other is a stream
of fire. The stream of living water is revealed in Ezekiel 47 and Revelation 22.
In Ezekiel living water issues out of the house of God; in Revelation 22 living
water flows out of the throne of God. In Daniel 7:9-10 we see another stream, a
stream of fire, flowing out of the throne of God. The living water is for reviving
and watering, but the stream of fire is for judging. It courses in judgment
throughout the universe. The river of water proceeds out of the throne of God
and will flow all positive things into the New Jerusalem. The stream of fire
issues out of the throne of God and will sweep all negative things into the lake
of fire. In the beginning of the Bible we have the start of two lines, the line of
life and the line of knowledge. At the end of the Bible we have two results, two
consummations—the city of living water and the lake of burning fire.

Where are you and where are you going? Which line are you on?...As
redeemed people we are surely on the right line, the line of life. However,
it is possible that our walk and our work—that is, the way we live and
work for God—might be on the wrong line....The Bible firstly warns people
to stay away from the line of knowledge and remain on or return to the
line of life. Once we are saved, we are eternally saved, and our salvation
is eternally secure. Nevertheless, the Bible warns us concerning our daily
walk and our work for the Lord. In Galatians Paul warns us to walk in the
Spirit (5:16) and to sow to the Spirit (6:7-8)....If we build the church with
gold, silver, and precious stones, this work will continue unto the New
Jerusalem....On the other hand, Paul warns us that the wood, grass, and
straw are only useful for burning (1 Cor. 3:12-15). (Life-study of Genesis,

pp. 181-183)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 15

2013 Summer Training - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 8



CYAN RN Fal

N

el 4 "N fat Mt =FEFhSLERY - NFRIPEH
ZHMB L B3R AR -

124 "DIGS@ETT - @RtMRE - i AEt 7 -

REL - ENEL@ AT ; EbrE - B
R - (GEFRRIFRYRE - Eas i {Dib ey EiEa -
ERHELN  NERELFSEEML EIEEMA
1 - IFEBBRMIBLIRNE - . FHMNEENLBHLE -

TEH-—ENERE : MRS AEM S (6
4) - RER - REREME - BT822 X9 - R
ERIENTTEEME ? RIRIRAVG AN - £2IR#AHY
FE? LEMNZNEBLANERE - WFTECHNEAE -
BNV RERMES - "I - FHERIRAVTTIEZRR -
BRARERNER - WEANREFHR - £ . (RZ2
BNFE - " HNEXHEF MESZHEEwN -
TEMNEEZ 7 @EEmN - thEIZ 7 XARN _ER/Y
RF (BIHiSEMmEL - “"=F""Mmi ) -

13 &3

B AMRLUE - Ewn& U F Py ; EESH
DI LN MRS X RE - KARNE—TEZR
FAE— AR Ik EMNE (8I 26 ) - fifi1R(E
#Be  FEHEKER - IRIRIZFARIMFBREX -
SBN "X XENERANERS F IRKE
I o . IEKRENBMEZRE - IzEFEwmH -

PE—EmNEmE25#ET (R22-24) - X
KRASKFRNMNM A ITIE - HAMIETKSE -

TO—=FEFIIHG-F6RBERMES-E91

« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:4 "And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his
flock, that is, from their fat portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel
and for his offering."

5:24 "And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."

Apparently the tree of life has been closed to man; actually through the
promised redemption it has been available throughout the ages for God's
people to touch, enjoy, and experience. Now in a very simple way I want to
give you many of the positive persons on this line of life....We begin with Abel.

The characteristic of Abel's life was that he contacted God in God's
way (Gen. 4:4). Do not say that as long as you contact God everything is
all right. In whose way do you contact God—in your way or God's?...We
should observe the example of Abel and contact God by laying aside our
thought, opinion, and concept. “Lord, I contact You in Your way. I don't
contact You by my thought, concept, or knowledge. Lord, You are my
way.” If we do this, we will enjoy God as the tree of life. Abel did partake
of God as the tree of life. He truly ate of the fruit of this tree. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 183-184)

Today's Reading

After Abel was slain, the line of life seemed to be terminated. Nevertheless, Seth
and Enosh were raised up to continue it. These two generations had one outstanding
characteristic—they began to call upon the name of the Lord (Gen. 4:26). They not only
prayed, but called on the name of the Lord. If you read the original text of the Hebrew
and Greek, you will see that the word call means to cry out, not only to pray....To call on
the name of the Lord is simply to enjoy Him and to eat Him as the tree of life.

The characteristic of Enoch's life was that he walked with God (Gen. 5:22, 24).
We are not told that he worked for God or that he did great things for God,
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but that he walked with God. This is very meaningful. In order to walk with
a person, you must like him. If I do not like you, I will never walk with you.
Firstly, I like you, then I love you, and then I will walk with you continually. The
fact that Enoch walked with God proves that he loved God. He simply loved to
be in the presence of God....He was raptured on the basis of his walk with God
for a period of three hundred years. Enoch offered us an excellent example.

Noah followed Enoch's footsteps and also walked with God (Gen. 6:9).
Actually, he walked with God for a period even longer than three hundred
years. As Noah walked with God, God showed him a vision of what He
wanted to do in that age. Noah received the vision of the ark used to save
eight members of the fallen race. Like Noah, we should not act according to
our concept. Whatever we do and work should be according to the vision we
received in walking with the Lord. In our daily walk with the Lord we will
come to see His desire, His mind, and His will. Then we will work and serve
according to God's desire, not according to our own thoughts. Noah enjoyed
God by walking with Him.

Abraham was transfused with the appearing of the God of glory. While
Abraham was in Ur of the Chaldees, the God of glory appeared to him and
attracted him (Acts 7:2). According to the record in Genesis, God appeared
to Abraham several other times as well (Gen. 12:7; 17:1; 18:1). Abraham
was not a giant of faith by himself; he was as weak as we are. The God of
glory appeared to Abraham again and again, each time transfusing and
infusing His divine elements into him, enabling him to live by the faith of
God....Abraham walked according to the appearing of God.

In addition to experiencing the appearings of God, Abraham called upon the
name of the Lord (Gen. 12:7-8). Abraham's son, Isaac, and his grandson, Jacob,
also called upon the name of the Lord. Since these three generations were all the
same, God was called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This means that
God is the God of His people who live in His appearing and who call upon His
name. As Abraham lived in the appearing of God and called upon the name of
the Lord, he enjoyed Him as the tree of life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 184-187)

Further Reading: Two Principles of Living; The Tree of Life, ch. 2
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 33:14 "And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give
you rest."

John 6:57 "As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me."

God appeared to Moses in a vision of a burning bush, a bush that burned
without being consumed (Exo. 3:2, 16). Moses was surprised and turned aside
to see this bush. It was as if God was saying to Moses, “Moses, you must be like
this burning bush. Do not burn by yourself or act by yourself. You had a good
heart, but you acted in the wrong way.”...Moses learned to cease from his own
knowledge, his own way, his own energy, and his own activities. Moses began to
live, as his grandfathers had done, in the presence and the appearing of the Lord.
No longer did he act out of himself. From that time onward, he was one with God.
For the leading of the Israelites on their journey, the Lord told him, “My presence
shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to the Lord, “If Your
presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here” (Exo. 33:13-15). This
shows that Moses knew the necessity of the Lord's presence for his work for the
Lord. He was acting in the presence of God. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 189-190)

Today's Reading

After Moses had brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, God called
him to the mountaintop, where he remained for forty days. While he was on
the mountaintop, he was thoroughly infused with the shekinah glory of God.
As he descended along the side of the mountain, the glory of God radiated
from his face (Exo. 34:29). On this mountaintop Moses experienced the full
enjoyment of God as the tree of life. Although the tree of life had disappeared
from unbelieving men, it nevertheless appeared to a person like Moses.
Moses enjoyed God as the tree of life on the mount of glory.

David was a man who trusted in God and looked to Him (1 Sam. 17:37, 45;
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30:6). The secret of David's life was that he desired to dwell continually in
the house of God and to behold His beauty (Psa. 27:4, 8, 14). This means that
he enjoyed the presence of God. Moreover, he enjoyed God as the fatness and
as the river of joy (Psa. 36:8-9). David said, “With You is the fountain of life.”
This proves that even in ancient times David enjoyed God's life as the tree of
life and as the river flowing within him.

Daniel's prayer life issued out of a holy life. He lived a holy life in the
heathen land of Babylon. For example, Daniel refused to eat the king's food,
the food which was first offered to idols and then used to feed the king and
his people (Dan. 1:8). Daniel refused that food, and he enjoyed God very
much. He enjoyed God as the tree of life.

The first person on the line of life in the New Testament was the Lord Jesus.
Jesus not only enjoyed the tree of life; He was the tree of life. He Himself said
that He came from the Father and that He lived because of the Father (John
6:57). He did not live according to knowledge and learning. He lived, walked,
and worked according to the Father who was working within Him (John 14:10).

What should we do today? We should not do anything. We should simply
stay on the line of the tree of life, enjoying God as our life and as our life
supply. God will take care of everything. Out of the enjoyment of the Lord as
our life supply, we will have our daily life, walk, work, and the building up
of the churches. Then everything we have will be according to God's divine
element, not according to our own concepts....May the Lord have mercy on
us that we all may continue on the line of life.

Second Corinthians 3:6...says, “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives
life.”...The Bible in dead letters, which belongs to the tree of knowledge, Kills,
while the Spirit, who belongs to the tree of life, gives life. Therefore, we do
have a choice. Praise the Lord for this choice! The choice of life! Besides the
line of knowledge there is the line of life. We must make a choice between
life and knowledge. We must choose between death and life. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 190, 192-195, 211-212)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 16
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WEEK 6 —HYMN

Hymns, #1194

1

There are two lines to live by in our living today—

One the life line to bring us into Christ all the way.

But the other is knowledge which will make us die;

We must be very careful on which line we abide.

Oh, we'll stay on God's life line, never turning aside.

We don't care for vain knowledge, which will cause us to die.
Lord, we'll touch You by calling on Your name each day;
Living in Your appearing, in Your presence we'll stay.

2

Lord, we would be as Abel, fully contacting You;

Not by knowledge or concept, but by life fresh and new.
Just as Enosh began to call upon Your name,

And as Enoch who walked with You, we'll do just the same.
3

Keep us living and walking as did old Abraham;

In Your holy appearing to be transfused like him.

As did Isaac and Jacob, Moses lived this way—

So dependent upon Your presence with him each day.

4

Full enjoyment had David, ate the life-giving tree.
Daniel prayed to his God and lived by Him constantly.
Jesus lived by the Father to be life complete;

Now as His living Body of the life tree we'll eat.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Seven

The River of Water of Life

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:10-14; Exo. 17:6; Psa. 72:8; Jer. 2:13; John 4:14; Rev.

A.

B.

22:1
Outline
DAY 1

. In the Scriptures the concept of the river of water of

life, the divine stream, the unique flow, is crucial—Psa.
46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 22:1:

. The Bible reveals the flowing Triune God—the Father as the fountain

of life, the Son as the spring of life, and the Spirit as the river of life—
Jer. 2:13; Psa. 36:9a; John 4:14; 7:37-39.

In the Scriptures there is only one flow, only one divine stream; the
divine stream, which has been flowing throughout the generations,
is uniquely one—Gen. 2:10-14; Rev. 22:1.

“A river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and
from there it divided and became four branches”—Gen. 2:10:

The river here signifies the river of water of life, along which the tree
of life grows—Rev. 22:1-2.

The river going forth from Eden signifies the river of water of life
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flowing forth from God, indicating that God is the source of the living

water for man to drink—uv. 1; cf. John 4:10; 7:37.

C. The number four signifies man, the creature (Ezek. 1:5); the one river

becoming four branches signifies that the one river flows out of the
unique God (signified by the number one) as the source and center to
reach man in every direction.

DAY 2

I11. The seed of the river of water of life, the divine stream,

A.

IS sown in Genesis 2:10-14, the growth occurs in the
following books of the Bible, and the harvest is in
Revelation—Psa. 46:4a; John 7:37-39; Rev. 7:17; 22:17b:

Christ as the living, spiritual rock was smitten by the authority of
God’s law so that the water of life in resurrection could flow out of
Him and into His redeemed people for them to drink—Exo. 17:6;
John 19:34; 1 Cor. 10:4:

The living water is the water of life in resurrection, the all-inclusive life-giving
Spirit as the ultimate issue of the Triune God—15:45b:

Resurrection denotes something that has been put to death and is alive again;
resurrection also denotes life that springs forth from something that has passed
through death—John 11:25; Acts 2:24; Rev. 1:18.

Because the water of life is in resurrection, it is victorious and
transcends every negative thing—Eph. 1:19-22; 2:5-6.

When we drink the water of life in resurrection, we be- come persons in
resurrection and of resurrection—1 Cor. 10:4; 2 Cor. 1.9; 4:14.
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DAY 3

. We need to drink and flow the water of life in resurrection—John 7:37-39:

. When we identify ourselves with the smitten Christ, the divine life as the living

water flows out of us—Exo. 17:6; John 7:38.

. If we drink and flow the water of life in resurrection, we will be “the brook”

(signifying the overcomers) from which Christ will drink as He is taking the
lead to fight in the day of His warfare—Psa. 110:7.

. In Numbers 20:8 God told Moses to “take the rod” and “speak to the rock...so

that it yields its water”:

. To “take the rod” is to identify with Christ in His death and apply the death of

Christ to ourselves and our situation.

. To “speak to the rock” is to speak a direct word to Christ as the smitten rock,

asking Him to give us the Spirit of life based on the fact that the Spirit has
already been given—John 4:10.

. The good land, a type of the all-inclusive Christ, is “a land of

waterbrooks, of springs and of fountains™—Deut. 8:7:

. The fountain is the source, the spring is the issue of the source, and the

waterbrook, or the river, is the flow.

. The water in the good land flows forth “in valleys and in mountains”—v. 7b:

. “Flowing forth in valleys and in mountains” indicates that Christ as the living

water flows in different environments.

. The valleys are the experiences of the cross, the experiences of the death of Christ,

and the mountains are the experiences of Christ’s resurrection—2 Cor. 1:9; 4:11, 14.
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DAY 4

. Psalm 72:8 reveals that, in His reigning, Christ “will have

dominion...from the River unto the ends of the earth”:

. The Lord’s kingdom will spread to the ends of the earth by His flowing as a

river; He will have dominion and will flow as a river to the ends of the earth;
where the flow is, there His dominion will be—Rev. 11:15; Joel 3:18.

. The Lord Jesus will recover the earth by means of the river that will flow from

Jerusalem (Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18); this river will reach all the earth in four
directions, as in Genesis 2:10-14.

. God’s intention in His economy is to be the fountain, the source, of living

waters to satisfy His chosen people for their enjoyment—dJer. 2:13:

. God wants us to take Him as the fountain of living waters, the unique source of

our living—Rom. 11:36.

. God’s goal in being the fountain of living waters is to pro- duce the church as

His increase to be His fullness for His expression; this is the heart’s desire, the
good pleasure, of God in His economy—Eph. 1.5, 9, 22-23:

DAY 5

. God needs to be the fountain of living waters to His elect because He has an

economy, and His economy is to produce a counterpart, a bride, for Himself—
John 3:29a; 4:14; Rev. 19:7-8.

. Our drinking of God as the fountain of living waters is for the church as His

increase; our drinking is for the producing of His enlargement, His fullness, for
His expression—John 4:14; 3:29a, 30a; 1 Cor. 12:12-13.

. Nothing apart from God as the fountain of living waters can quench our thirst

and satisfy us; nothing apart from God dispensed into our being can make us
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His increase for His expression—Rev. 22:1, 17.

. In Ezekiel 47:1-12 we have the vision of the water flowing out from

the house:

. The water here signifies the Triune God as the water of life flowing out from

eternity to quench the thirst of His people—John 4:14; Rev. 22:1, 17.

. The deeper the water is, the more we abandon our self-effort, forsake our own

direction, and allow the flow to carry us on—Ezek. 47:3-5.

. The Gospel of John portrays the flowing Triune God—4:14:

. The Triune God flows in the Divine Trinity in three stages: the Father is the

fountain, the Son is the spring, and the Spirit is the river.

. This flowing Triune God is “into eternal life”; into speaks of destination, which

is the New Jerusalem as the totality of the eternal life—Rev. 22:1.

DAY 6

. The Father as the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the river flow

into us and with us into the New Jerusalem to be the New Jerusalem—21:10-11;
22:1:

. The Father as the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the river all

take the New Jerusalem as Their eternal goal.

. Revelation 22:1 speaks of “a river of water of life”:

. This river, typified by the rivers in Genesis 2:10-14, Psalm 46:4a, and Ezekiel

47:5-9, signifies the abundance of life in its flow:

. It is one river, flowing to the four corners of the holy city, like the one river in

Genesis 2:10-14, which parts into four branches.
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. Asindicated in John 7:38, this one river with its riches becomes many rivers in

our experience of the different aspects of God’s Spirit of life—Rom. 8:2; 15:30; 1
Thes. 1:6; 2 Thes. 2:13; Gal. 5:22-23.

. The water of life is a symbol of God in Christ as the Spirit flowing Himself into

His redeemed people to be their life and life supply.

. This water is typified by the water that came out of the riven rock and symbolized

by the water that flowed out of the Lord’s pierced side—Exo. 17:6; John 19:34.

. In Revelation 22:1 the water of life becomes a river, proceeding out of

the throne of God and of the Lamb to supply and saturate the entire New
Jerusalem; thus, this city is filled with the divine life so that it may ex- press
God in His glory of life—21:23.

. The river of water of life proceeds “out of the throne of God and of the Lamb"—22:1:

. In eternity God who sits on the throne is the Lamb-God, our redeeming

God, from whose throne proceeds the river of water of life for our supply
and satisfaction.

. This depicts how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit, who is

symbolized by the water of life—dispenses Himself into His redeemed people
under His headship (implied in the authority of the throne) for eternity.
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« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:10 "And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and
from there it divided and became four branches."

Psa. 46:4 "There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the Most High."

Along with the tree there is a river (Gen. 2:10). Since the tree is a tree of life,
the river must also be related to life. At the end of the Bible we also see a river
of life flowing and a tree of life growing (Rev. 22:1-2). At the beginning and the
end of the Bible we find the tree of life and a river flowing with living water.
In the Scriptures the concept of the river is also crucial. When the Scripture
mentions man, both in the beginning and at the end, it also mentions the river.
For man to receive God as life, to enjoy the fatness of God, to quench thirst, to
be watered, to grow, and to rejoice, all depends on the river (cf. Psa. 36:8-9;
46:4; 65:9; Exo. 17:1-7; Joel 3:18; Zech. 14:8; John 4:14; 7:37-38; Rev. 22:1-2).
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 141-142)

Today's Reading

We need to see that the Triune God is flowing through the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit into us. When we drink of this water, it becomes a fountain
in us. We all should say, “The fountain is in me!” This fountain emerges as
a spring, and the spring flows out as a river....This is the divine speaking,
divine spreading, divine dispensing, of the Divine Trinity. The Father as
the fountain, the Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the river flow into us.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 141-142)

The flowing of the divine life, which started on the day of Pentecost and has
been flowing throughout all generations to this very day, is only one stream.
Wherever it goes, wherever it flows, it is not many streams; it is only one.
Read the book of Acts, and you will see that there is one stream, one current.
This stream started from Jerusalem and flowed to Antioch, and from Antioch
it turned to Asia and was flowing there. (The Divine Stream, p. 12)
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The tree of life and the flowing river indicate this: whenever we take
Jesus into us as food, that food will impart divine life, a life that is a watering
and flowing life. In Revelation 22:1-2 we see that the river of life with the
tree of life growing in it proceeds out of the throne of God. This picture is a
further proof that the tree of life and the river of life represent the genuine
experience of life. Whenever we take God in Christ as our life, we will have
this river flowing within us to water us and work many things within us.

This river was made to water the garden that the garden might grow
things of life. Surely it also quenched man's thirst that he might survive. All
this means that this river caused life to flow. In our physical life we must
drink enough water to maintain the circulation of our blood. The flow of
our physical life depends on water. Likewise, day by day we must take the
water of life to maintain the flow of the divine life within us. This gives us the
spiritual circulation of the divine life.

The river flows out of Eden, meaning that it flows out of God. In
Revelation 22, the river of the water of life proceeds out of the throne of God.
It is also a flow out of God Himself. God as the very life is the source of the
living water, flowing into us for our enjoyment.

This river is one river. Do you have two rivers? Although the believers
here may number a thousand, we still have one river because we all are of the
same source—God the Creator. Since the source is one, the course also must
be one.

This one river was parted and became four heads (Gen. 2:10-14). What
does this mean? This means that the river flows out of God as the source
and the center to reach men in every direction. In the Bible the number
one is the number of God, the Creator, for He is unique. The number four
signifies man, the creature. Because men live in each of the four directions,
the one river flows out of God in every direction to reach them. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 142-143)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 11; The Divine Stream
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« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 17:6 "I will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb;
and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it so that the
people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel."

1 Cor. 10:4 "And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a
spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ."

Everything found in the book of Genesis is a seed, the growth of the seed is
in the New Testament, and the harvest is in the book of Revelation. The seed
of the flowing river is sown in Genesis 2, the growth occurs in the following
books of the Bible, and the harvest is in the book of Revelation. We need the
whole Bible to give us the true meaning of the picture in Genesis 2. God in
His Son Jesus Christ is life to us in the form of food. If we take Him in, we
not only have satisfaction, but this life will become a watering river within us.
This water will be a torrent flowing within us to regenerate us, transform us,
and to make us sweet and fruitful. By this flow we will become gold, pearl, and
precious stones for the building of God's habitation, the New Jerusalem....This
is God's way to fulfill His eternal purpose. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 146)

Today's Reading

In 1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul goes on to say, “All drank the same spiritual
drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock
was Christ.” As the spiritual rock, Christ follows the believers to give them
the spiritual drink. The spiritual drink in verse 4 refers to the living water
that flowed out of the cleft rock (Exo. 17:6), typifying the Spirit, who flowed
out of the crucified and resurrected Christ, as our all-inclusive drink (John
7:37-39; 1 Cor. 12:13). In His crucifixion Christ, as the living, spiritual rock,
was smitten by the authority of God's law in order that the water of life in
resurrection could flow out of Him into His redeemed people for them to
drink. The water of life flowing out of the smitten rock signifies the Spirit
(John 7:37-39). We should all drink the same spiritual drink and should not
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drink anything other than the all-inclusive Spirit.

The rock that was smitten and cleft to flow out the living water for God's
chosen people was a physical rock. Yet the apostle called it a spiritual rock
because it typified Christ, who was smitten and cleft by God to flow out the
water of life (John 19:34) to satisfy the thirst of His believers. Hence, the
apostle said that the rock was Christ. Since it was a spiritual rock signifying
Christ, it was able to follow the children of Israel. This indicates that Christ
as the real rock is following His believers. (The Conclusion of the New

Testament, pp. 3154-3155)

This rock is truly everything to us. Through incarnation, Christ came to
earth as the rock. At Calvary, the appointed place, He was crucified, smitten
by God's law with its power and authority. His side was cleft, and living water
flowed forth. This living water is the Spirit, the ultimate issue of the Triune
God....This water quenches our thirst and fully satisfies our being.

The water is mysterious in that it flowed out of a rock which followed the
people in their journey through the wilderness. Surely such a rock could not
have been physical or material. How could a literal, physical rock travel with the
people? The fact that Paul says that the rock followed the people indicates that it
was a living rock. Hence, this rock was spiritual and mysterious. As we consider
the matter of the water of life in resurrection, we must be impressed with the
spiritual and mysterious aspects of the water from the smitten rock.

The water which came out of the rock is the water of life in resurrection.
Resurrection denotes something which has been put to death and which is alive again.
It also denotes life which springs forth out of something that has passed through death.

Because the water of life is in resurrection, it is victorious and triumphant.
It transcends every negative thing. When we drink this water, we become
people in resurrection and of resurrection. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 474,

488, 491)
Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 40-42
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« WEEK 7 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 20:8 "Take the rod, and gather the assembly, you and Aaron your
brother, and speak to the rock before their eyes, so that it yields its
water. Thus you shall bring forth water for them out of the rock and
give the assembly and their livestock something to drink."

Psa. 110:7 "He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore He will lift
up His head."”

Doctrinally speaking, in order to flow the water of life we must have our
thirst quenched (John 4:14). This means that if we are not filled with the living
water, there cannot be any overflow. The flowing comes from the overflow, and
the overflow comes from having our thirst quenched. From the point of view of
experience, however, we need not wait until our thirst is quenched in order to
flow. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 521)

Today's Reading

If we would flow the water of life, we also need to be identified with
the smitten Christ (Exo. 17:6; John 7:38). The smitten rock signifies the
incarnated Christ in His crucifixion....On the cross Christ was smitten by
God. We need to be identified with this smitten One. This means that our
human life, our natural life, must be smitten so that the living water may
flow. There is no need, however, for us to try to smite ourselves. If we simply
are one with the smitten Christ, identified with Him, we shall experience the
crucifixion of our natural life. Then as Christ's divine life flowed out as living
water through the smiting of His human life, we also shall experience the
flow of the water of life through the smiting of our natural life. Only when
our natural life has been smitten will the divine life flow out from us. (Life-
study of Exodus, p. 527)

[In Psalm 110:7] the brook signifies the overcomers. As Christ is taking the lead to fight
through to the end, He will need water to drink, and this water will be the overcomers.
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Cf. footnote 33. See footnote 341, paragraph 2, in Daniel 2. (Psa. 110:7, footnote 1)

Since Christ has been crucified and the Spirit has been given, there is
no need for Christ to be crucified again, that is, no need to strike the rock
again, that the living water may flow. In God's economy Christ should be
crucified only once (Heb. 7:27; 9:26-28a). To receive the living water from
the crucified Christ, we need only to “take the rod” and “speak to the rock”
[Num. 20:8]. To take the rod is to identify with Christ in His death and apply
the death of Christ to ourselves and our situation. To speak to the rock is to
speak a direct word to Christ as the smitten rock, asking Him to give us the
Spirit of life (cf. John 4:10) based on the fact that the Spirit has already been
given. If we apply the death of Christ to ourselves and ask Christ in faith to
give us the Spirit, we will receive the living Spirit as the bountiful supply of
life (Phil. 1:19). (Num. 20:8, footnote)

[God] was bringing [the children of Israel] to a good land, a land of
waterbrooks, of springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in
mountains....The first aspect of the good land mentioned [in Deuteronomy
8:7-9] is its water. Concerning this water, first there were the fountains,
which were the source, and then the springs and the brooks, the outflow.
The water in the good land flowed forth “in valleys and in mountains.” This
indicates that Christ flows in different environments. We have our ups and
downs, but Christ flows both in the ups and in the downs. (Life-study of
Deuteronomy, p. 57)

All the valleys are the experiences of the cross, the experiences of the
death of Christ, and all the mountains are the experiences of the Lord's
resurrection. A valley is the cross; a mountain is the resurrection. We must
be one who always has some trouble, some valley, but also one who is always
on the mountains, always in the experience of resurrection. Whenever there
is a valley, there is a mountain. Whenever you experience the death of the
cross, you will experience the resurrection. The living waters flow forth from
all these experiences. (The All-inclusive Christ, pp. 44-45)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 43-45; The All-inclusive
Christ, ch. 4
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 72:8 "And He will have dominion from sea to sea and from the River
unto the ends of the earth."

Rom. 11:36 "Because out from Him and through Him and to Him are all
things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen."

The significance of this river [in Psalm 72:8] is the same as the one
mentioned in Psalm 46:4: “There is a river whose streams gladden the city
of God.” It is really meaningful. The river in verse 4 signifies the flowing out
of the Triune God, indicating that the Lord's kingdom and reign is spread to
the ends of the earth by the flowing of the Triune God. His dominion is by
Himself as the watering river, and He gains the dominion by watering....The
rain is the river, and the watering is the flowing. The Lord will recover
the entire earth, not by examining, not by judging, not by smiting, but by
watering. Undoubtedly the Lord Jesus will return to exercise His righteous
judgment upon this earth. But that is only one aspect of His return. The other
is that He will come back as the rain to water the earth. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 3,

pp. 107-108)
Today's Reading

Today the entire earth is as a dry and barren wilderness. Many evil and
sinful things spring forth from this drought and dryness. Men are sinful
because they are disappointed and dissatisfied....The primary feature [of
the Lord's return] is that He will come down as abundant showers dripping
on the dry and thirsty land. He will have pity on this earth, and thus His
dominion will not be by judging and smiting but by watering. Such a Christ
will have dominion from sea to sea and will flow as a river to the ends of the
earth. Where the flow is, there also is the dominion of the Lord Jesus. In
that day all people—black and white, yellow and red—will be rained upon.
They will be so happy under Christ's dominion. Oh the watering, oh the
satisfaction, oh the peace, oh the security when Christ returns!
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When | was a young Christian, | was given much teaching concerning the
second coming of Christ. All these teachings set forth Christ as a judge. | was
taught that He would blast and smite the people in His anger. Never did | hear
a message saying that the Lord Jesus would come back so graciously as showers
of rain to water the barren land and satisfy the depressed and empty people. But
from the Psalms | have assurance to say that, while in one sense He will come
back to judge, yet even in His judging, the earth will be watered. The river will be
there. He will come to possess the earth not only by exercising power but by the
flowing of the Triune God. He will take the earth by means of that river, the river
which flows from Jerusalem. Jerusalem in that day will be the center of the earth,
and in the center of Jerusalem will be the house, from which the river flows. I
believe that this river will reach all the earth in four directions, as in Genesis 2.
His dominion will be from the River unto the ends of the earth—not just by power,
but by watering. Praise the Lord! (CWWL, 1969, vol. 3, pp. 108-109)

Jeremiah 2:13 says, “My people have committed two evils: / They have
forsaken Me, / The fountain of living waters, / To hew out for themselves
cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no water.” God's intention in His
economy is to be the fountain, the source, of living waters to satisfy His
chosen people for their enjoyment. The goal of this enjoyment is to produce
the church as God's increase, God's enlargement, to be God's fullness for
His expression. This is the heart's desire, the good pleasure (Eph. 1:5, 9),
of God in His economy. The full development of this thought is in the New
Testament, but it is sown as a seed in Jeremiah 2:13.

God wants us to take Him as the fountain of living waters for our living.
This means that He wants us to take Him as the source, the fountain, of our
being. How can we take Him as our source? The only way to take God as the
fountain of living waters is to drink of Him day by day. By drinking we take
into us the living water that issues from God as the fountain. (Life-study of
Jeremiah, pp. 17, 259)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 3, “Christ and the Church Revealed
and Typified in the Psalms,” ch. 11; CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial
Revelation of Life in the Scriptures,” ch. 4

2013 Summer Training - Message 7 Morning Revival - Page 8



Ftl-BAh

HET+ 13 "BARNTHERXARFERRE
A EREWREEH  BOAE-IRES
2 BT A5 BBELUE—HIR -

LM+ 5 MNBT—TFH - KERTT - %
FEEMIT ; ERKHIKE - AT B - R
AT -

HEEXNHMANEERFFRKNRIE  BRAEE—
NEE - BEAECHTE—MERE - #id - HEL
BRE#ABRME  DE/E—1TETF - (FHaY
18 - BT K - S KM - XRENH=F
=THE "FiIgT —BHMEX c ®XTE - IRE
NFHIRIEBEEIR - "HATIE " ETATAE
B - "RWERY  BAEMEE o " =TI I8 -
ME_TATHIME - HEREEE - fES#aYT
18- YT K - EMBESAMYT 18 - FRIE
R BZEERN - IR - HNEREME  SEEX
THEREYY 18 ( HRR R BEMIRE - ="F==

, = =™ ) o
—_=x==_—=
/fé? ‘é‘\];jiia\

HMIRTFTHXEK - TIEANEESFHEVT 18,
HMIS# - TIZASFEMBT K - #BYFER -
FINEZE -

(FEHFAARZE+=T - ] #AHEKIE . IUUe
SIAISH - SRRV 18 - (FREBYETR - (Efth
MNEE# - Les ANiZIS#HXEKNRIR - 8
tMNEmETHRGES  F—HESEEFM
F_HEEERHEBMFES—NIEL - &M - A8
Lt + BRI A RETFKAY - XIRAARR 7 #3X & K

TO—=FEFINIG-FIRRMES-EF91

« WEEK 7— DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 12:13 "For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to
drink one Spirit."

Ezek. 47:5 "Then He measured a thousand cubits, and it was a river that I
could not pass through; for the water had risen, enough water to swim
In, a river that could not be crossed."

God needs to be the fountain of living waters to His elect because He
has an economy, and His economy is to produce a counterpart, a bride, for
Himself. The purpose of God's economy is that God would no longer be alone
but would have a wife to be His increase, His enlargement, and thus to match
Him as the Husband. This is the significance of the word increase in John 3:30.
In this verse John the Baptist, speaking of Christ, says, “He must increase.” In
the previous verse John had said, “He who has the bride is the bridegroom.”
The increase in verse 30 is the bride in verse 29. The Bridegroom is Christ,
and the bride is His increase, His enlargement. Just as Eve was the increase of
Adam, being built from Adam's rib, so God's elect as the bride are the increase
of Christ as the Bridegroom. (Life-study of Jeremiah, p. 27)

Today's Reading

Our drinking of God as the living water is for the church as His increase;
our drinking is for the producing of His enlargement, His fullness, for His
expression.

[In Jeremiah 2:13] God was burdened that Israel would drink Him to
become His increase as His fullness that they might express Him. Israel
should have drunk of God as the fountain of living waters, but instead
they committed two evils. The first evil was to forsake God; the second
evil was to hew out cisterns as another source. Those cisterns, however,
were broken and could hold no water. This indicates that apart from God

2013 Summer Training - Message 7 Morning Revival - Page 9



FIRIR - RBMTAEBREINNTS - KRBT 4EE
MERN] - RT7THBCHABARKNEmFEKIU
Sh - BB LBEERMNB MY I8 - (FRIIVE

B (HAPRBEmREZE - —"“FE"=

__::_:Bi) °

(UAESN+t&F—7) HNKRIE=—8EEmK
MIKITE R R - B FEMTE (81210 - B+t
6 A+ 4 15=/"8F M4 I+M8. M
14. £37~39- EZ_"1-17) - fEAMNEDR
MEERES : 1. RNEBESTK ; 2. B¢RERAET -
ZEMMEFEE (LMH=10~11) ; 3. RIWNEHF
(M) ; UK 4. SHESKYNELE (OA ~ MK) -
XLERFRBSHIINEZSDP - HEVKRMESZHRE (2
ZWEAR - ZN+t1x1) -

IKEEER - EEXETTRE - XISARFM 2| B HEAR
AR - HMNMBNFECNSE D - FEECHS
@ - iEKFEEREANER (ZME53F1) -

(AEIREE ) S —MURRAN=—M - =—%#%E
HEM=—8FM  A=1THE - OE+ T FF
REFMEFZ2XE . "BEABANK - EEMER
BAKIR - BER (BRAKR] - ERAKXKZE
an o " HKIFRBELERMAKER - BB KIBRE LR ;
REMBER - RKEBR - FERER - RET -

XERN=—MIE "ERAXZNER" -FA "H
BA" BniE - ERXESERFEE - XREWRRIB
Ayt KImEVER R Z=—MB M - KIRE
FEE - FRKRBLR - MR - ERABRM -
XE MR KAV E R - EREBRUS 2MWE - KiZE
AR - XKV EMEL TS ERE#HLS - B

"ERAKEZNER" - BRME "ERMANEBERE
RY e BN AB KRR RANBHEAIFHRE RS -
FEHMNEREBE(NHBEEERZE - —L—m) -

2ix AR BEMmIRE - FUR ; AEES
ZRixs - c FHHNE+TARRE -

O =FEFIIHGH-FI7RERRMES-5EF101

as the fountain of living waters, nothing can quench our thirst, nothing
can satisfy us. Nothing apart from God Himself dispensed into us as
living water can make us His increase for His expression. (Life-study of
Jeremiah, pp. 18-19)

The water [in Ezekiel 47:1] signifies the Triune God as the water of life
flowing out from eternity to quench the thirst of His people (Gen. 2:10; Exo.
17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; Psa. 36:8b; 46:4; Zech. 14:8; John 4:14; 7:37-39; Rev.
22:1, 17). The factors that caused the river to flow forth out of the house were
(1) the building up and completion of the house; (2) the living of the people
according to the pattern, laws, and statutes of the house (Ezek. 43:10-11); (3)
the service of the priests (ch. 44); and (4) the offering of all the offerings (chs.
45—46). The more these factors are present in the church, the more the flow
of God will issue forth. (Ezek. 47:1, footnote 1)

The deeper the water the more difficult it is to walk. This indicates that the
deeper the flow of grace in us, the more we abandon our self-effort, forsake
our own direction, and allow the flow to carry us on. (Ezek. 47:5, footnote)

[The Gospel of John] portrays a flowing Triune God. The Triune God
flows in the Divine Trinity in three stages....[John 4:14b says,] “The water
that I will give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into
eternal life.” When the fountain springs up, that is the fountain emerging.
Then a river flows. The Father is the fountain, the Son is the spring, and the
Spirit is the river.

This flowing Triune God is “into eternal life.” The Greek preposition
translated as “into” is rich in meaning. Here it speaks of the destination.
The eternal life is the destination of the flowing Triune God. A fountain is in
us springing up as a river into a destination. This destination is the eternal
life. The New Jerusalem is the totality of the divine, eternal life. The eternal
life eventually will be the New Jerusalem. Thus, into eternal life means into
the New Jerusalem. We must have something flowing into that divine New
Jerusalem in order for us to arrive there. (The Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John, p. 139)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jeremiah, msg. 4; Crystallization-study of
the Gospel of John, msgs. 14-15
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<« WEEK 7 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John 4:14 "But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no
means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will become in
him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life."

Rev. 22:1 "And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of
its street."

When [the Triune God] flows into us, He flows with us. He will flow us
into the New Jerusalem to be the New Jerusalem. The preposition into also
means “to become.” Into the New Jerusalem means “to become the New
Jerusalem.” If we are not becoming the New Jerusalem, we can never be in the
New Jerusalem. We have to be the New Jerusalem; then we can be in the New
Jerusalem. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 142)

Today's Reading

To have eternal life means to be joined to, to participate in, the New
Jerusalem....The Triune God who passed through all the processes, the all-
inclusive Christ who was incarnated to die and resurrect, and the life-giving
Spirit who was consummated to indwell us all take the New Jerusalem as Their
eternal goal. When | wrote this utterance, | realized that few would understand
why I used it for a crystallization-study of John, but it is the conclusion of
my study of John....This Gospel, especially from chapter 1 to chapter 4, is the
record of the flowing God in His three stages: the Father as the fountain, the
Son as the spring, and the Spirit as the flowing river. Moreover, They all take
the New Jerusalem as Their eternal goal. Apparently, the New Jerusalem is
not mentioned in John. However, it is seen in the eternal life in 4:14. Eternal
life here is the totality of the divine life. A man is the totality of the human life;
each one of us is the totality of the human life, but the divine life has only one
totality in the whole universe—the New Jerusalem.
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Into eternal life does not merely mean to enter into the New Jerusalem
as the eternal life but to become the New Jerusalem as the eternal life. The
coming New Jerusalem will be you and me. We are the New Jerusalem. The
New Jerusalem is still under a consummating work, and this consummating
work is the flow of the divine life. This is very deep. (A Word of Love to the
Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord, pp. 23-24)

God dispenses Himself into us by means of the river proceeding out of
the throne. According to Revelation 22:1, this river is called “a river of water
of life.” The river, as typified by the rivers in Genesis 2:10-14, Psalm 46:4,
and Ezekiel 47:5-9, signifies the abundance of life in its flow. It is one river,
flowing through the four directions of the holy city like the four heads of the
one river in Genesis 2:10-14. This one river with its riches becomes many
rivers in our experience, as indicated in John 7:38.

The water of life is a symbol of God in Christ as the Spirit flowing Himself
into His redeemed people to be their life and life supply. It is typified by the
water that came out of the riven rock (Exo. 17:6; Num. 20:11) and is symbolized
by the water that flowed out of the pierced side of the Lord Jesus (John 19:34).
Here, this water of life becomes a river, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb to supply and saturate the entire New Jerusalem. Thus, it is
filled with the divine life to express God in His glory of life.

[In Revelation 22:1] the throne of God and of the Lamb, one throne
for both God and the Lamb, signifies that God and the Lamb are one—the
Lamb-God, the redeeming God, God the Redeemer. In eternity, the very
God who will sit on the throne is our redeeming God, from whose throne
proceeds the river of water of life for our supply and satisfaction. This
depicts how the Triune God—God, the Lamb, and the Spirit, symbolized
by the water of life—dispenses Himself into His redeemed under His
headship (implied in the authority of the throne) for eternity. (Life-study of

Revelation, pp. 742-743, 740)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 65; The Application of
the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers, msg. 5
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WEEK 7 — HYMN
Hymns, #1198

1 3

A mighty flowing-out is God, God flowed Himself into a man,

He flows throughout the ages. The man we call Christ Jesus.

And so to flow Himselftoman  He gave up His own life for man

He is in many stages; And God's own life releases.

Yet still one God is He, Though Satan did his best

One flow eternally; To put God's flow to rest—

His stages pave the way He had Him crucified

To flow through man today, And cruelly pierced His side—

And now He flows within us! But out came blood and water!

2 4

In the beginning we can see, The blood and water flowed from Him,
God as a flowing river, In streams of pure salvation.

The river to convey the tree, The blood brings cleansing from all sin;
Himself as life deliver. Water, regeneration.

And at the end the same, And now the Spirit flows,

The river doth remain, Brings God where'er He goes.

God in the Lamb doth flow, All he could do, the foe,

The tree prevails to grow, Was just release the flow.

And God flows on forever. And God just keeps on flowing.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)
Message Eight

The Type of Eve as the Counterpart of Adam

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:18-25; John 19:34; Eph. 5:25-27, 32

Outline
DAY 1

I. The entire Bible is a divine romance, a record of how

God courts His chosen people and eventually marries
them—Gen. 2:21-24; S. S. 1:2-4; Isa. 54:5; 62:5; Jer. 2:2;
3:1, 14; 31:32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea 2:7, 19; Matt. 9:15;
John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32; Rev. 19:7; 21:2,
0-10; 22:17:

. When we as God'’s people enter into a love relationship with God, we

receive His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam—Gen. 2:21-22.

. It is this life that enables us to become one with God and makes Him

one with us.

. In order for God and His people to be one, there must be a mutual

love between them —John 14:21, 23; Exo. 20:6.

. The love between God and His people unfolded in the Bible is primarily

like the affectionate love between a man and a woman—Jer. 2:2; 31:3.
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As God's people love God and spend time to fellowship with Him in
His word, God infuses them with His divine element, making them
one with Him as His spouse, the same as He is in life, nature, and
expression—Psa. 119:140, 15-16; Eph. 5:25-27.

DAY 2

In Genesis 2 we see a picture of Christ and the church in
the types of Adam and Eve:

Adam typifies God in Christ as the real, universal Husband, who is
seeking a wife for Himself—Rom. 5:14; cf. Isa. 54:5; John 3:29; 2
Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:31-32; Rev. 21:9.

“Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; | will make
him a helper as his counterpart”—Gen. 2:18:

Adam'’s need for a wife typifies and portrays God’s need, in His economy, to
have a wife as His counterpart, His complement (lit., his parallel).

Although God, Christ, is absolutely and eternally perfect, He is not complete
without the church as His wife.

God desires to have both Adam, typifying Christ, and Eve, typifying the church;
His purpose is to “let them have dominion” (1:26); it is to have a victorious
Christ plus a victorious church, a Christ who has overcome the work of the devil
plus a church that has overthrown the work of the devil; God wants Christ and
the church to have dominion—Rom. 5:17; 16:20; Eph. 1:22-23.

DAY 3

I11. We need to see what God did in order to produce a

counterpart for Himself:
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and He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place”™—Gen.
2:21:

. Adam’s deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife typifies Christ’s death on

the cross for the producing of the church as His counterpart—Eph. 5:25-27.
DAY 4

. In the Bible sleep often refers to death—1 Cor. 15:18; 1 Thes. 4:13-16; John

11:11-14.

. Christ’s death is the life-releasing, life-imparting, life-propagating, life-

multiplying, life-reproducing death, which is signified by the grain of wheat
falling into the ground to die and to grow up in order to produce many grains
(12:24) for the making of the loaf, which is the Body, the church (1 Cor. 10:17).

. Through Christ’s death the divine life within Him was released, and through

His resurrection His released divine life was imparted into His believers for the
constituting of the church.
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. Through such a process God in Christ has been wrought into man with His life

and nature so that man can be the same as God in life and nature in order to
match Him as His counterpart.

. “Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a

woman and brought her to the man”—Gen. 2:22:

. The rib taken from Adam’s opened side typifies the unbreakable, indestructible

eternal life of Christ (Heb. 7:16; John 19:32-33, 36; Exo. 12:46; Psa. 34:20),
which flowed out of His pierced side (John 19:34) to impart life to His believers
for the producing and building up of the church as His counterpart:

DAY 5

. Out of Christ’s side came blood and water, but all that came out of Adam’s side

was the rib without the blood.

. At Adam’s time there was no need of redemption through the blood, because

there was no sin.

. However, by the time that Christ was “sleeping” on the cross, there was the

problem of sin; thus, the blood that came out of Christ’s side was for our
judicial redemption.

. Following the blood, the water came out, which is the flowing life of God for

our organic salvation (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; Num. 20:8); this divine, flowing,
uncreated life is typified by the rib taken out of Adam’s side (Rom. 5:10).

. Genesis 2:22 does not say that Eve was created but that she was built; the

building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam’s side typifies the building
of the church with the resurrection life released from Christ through His
death on the cross and imparted into His believers in His resurrection—
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E.

John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3.

The church as the real Eve is the totality of Christ in all His believers; the
church is the reproduction of Christ; other than Christ’s element, there should
be no other element in the church—Gen. 5:2.

Only that which comes out of Christ with His resurrection life can be His
complement and counterpart, the Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 5:28-30:

We need to put off all the natural life until the living Christ can be e xpressed
from within our spirit; then we will be the church in reality—Col. 3:10-11.

To live out anything other than Christ is not the church; “it is no longer |1 who
live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20); “to me, to live is Christ” (Phil.
1:21)—this is the church!

Only that which comes out of Christ can be recognized by Christ; only that
which comes out of Christ can return to Christ and match Him.

At the end of the Bible is a city, New Jerusalem, the ultimate and eternal
woman, the corporate bride, the wife of the Lamb (Rev. 21:9; 22:17) built with
three precious materials (21:18-21), fulfilling for eternity the type shown in
Genesis 2; thus, in type all the precious materials mentioned in 2:11-12 are for
the building of the woman.

As Eve was taken out of Adam and brought back to Adam to be one flesh with
him (v. 24), so the church produced out of Christ will go back to Christ (Eph.
5:27; Rev. 19:7) to be one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17); Christ and the church
as one spirit, typified by a husband and wife as one flesh, are the great mystery
(Eph. 5:28-32).

“The man said, This time this is bone of my bones / And flesh of my
flesh; / This one shall be called Woman / Because out of Man this one
was taken. Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
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shall cleave to his wife, and they shall become one flesh”™—Gen. 2:23-24:

. In Hebrew Man is Ish, and Woman is Ishshah.

DAY 6

. The church is a pure product out of Christ; the church is “Christly,”

“resurrectionly,” and heavenly.

. Only those who are regenerated of Christ and who live by Christ as the church

can match Christ and complement Him.

. When Christ sees this, He surely says, “This time this is bone of My bones and

flesh of My flesh”—cf. v. 23; Eph. 5:30.

. Just as Eve was the increase of Adam, the church as the bride is the increase of

Christ as the Bridegroom—John 3:29-30.

. Adam and Eve becoming one flesh, a complete unit, is a figure of God and man

being joined as one; the coming New Jerusalem will be the eternal union of
God and man, a universal couple as a complete unit composed of divinity and
humanity.

. Adam and Eve, being one, lived a married life together as husband

and wife (Gen. 2:24-25); this portrays that in the New Jerusalem the
processed and consummated redeeming Triune God as the universal
Husband will live a married life with the redeemed, regenerated,
transformed, and glorified humanity as the wife, forever (Rev.
22:17a):

. The entire revelation of the Bible shows us the love story of a universal couple.
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2. The sovereign Lord, who created the universe and all things, that is, the Triune
God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—who went through the processes of
incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, and who
ultimately became the life-giving Spirit, is joined in marriage to the created,
redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified tripartite man—composed of
spirit, soul, and body—who ultimately constitutes the church, the expression of God.

3. In the eternity that is without end, by the divine, eternal, and surpassingly
glorious life, they will live a life that is the mingling of God and man as one
spirit, a life that is superexcellent and that overflows with blessings and joy.
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 20:6 "Yet showing lovingkindness to thousands of generations of
those who love Me and keep My commandments."

Eph. 5:25, 27 "...Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for
her...that He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy and
without blemish."

The mentioning of love [in Exodus 20:6] indicates that God's intention in
giving His law to His chosen people was that they become His lovers (Deut.
6:5; Matt. 22:35-38; Mark 12:28-30). In bringing His people out of Egypt and
giving His law to them, God was courting them, wooing them, and seeking
to win their affection. Jeremiah 2:2; 31:32; and Ezekiel 16:8 indicate that the
covenant enacted at the mountain of God through the giving of the law (Exo.
24:7-8; 34:27-28) was an engagement covenant, in which God betrothed
the children of Israel to Himself (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2). The Ten Commandments,
especially the first five, gave the terms of the engagement between God and
His people. The highest function of the law is to bring God's chosen people
Into oneness with Him, as a wife is brought into oneness with her husband
(cf. Gen. 2:24; Rev. 22:17). In order for God and His people to be one, there
must be a mutual love between them (John 14:21, 23). The love between God
and His people unfolded in the Bible is primarily like the affectionate love
between a man and a woman (Jer. 2:2; 31:3). As God's people love God and
spend time to fellowship with Him in His word, God infuses them with His
divine element, making them one with Him as His spouse, the same as He
is in life, nature, and expression (Gen. 2:18-25 and footnotes). (Exo. 20:6,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

The entire Bible is a divine romance, a record of how God courts His
chosen people and eventually marries them (Gen. 2:21-24; S.S. 1:2-4; lsa.
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54:5; 62:5; Jer. 2:2; 3:1, 14; 31:32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea 2:7, 19; Matt.
9:15; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32; Rev. 19:7; 21:2, 9-10; 22:17).
When we as God's people enter into a love relationship with God, we
receive His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam (Gen. 2:21-22). It is
this life that enables us to become one with God and makes Him one with
us. We keep the law not by exercising our mind and will (cf. Rom. 7:18-25)
but by loving the Lord as our Husband and thereby partaking of His life
and nature to become one with Him as His enlargement and expression.
(Exo. 20:6, footnote 2)

In the past, Christ as the Redeemer gave Himself up for the church (Eph.
5:25) for redemption and the impartation of life (John 19:34); in the present, He
as the life-giving Spirit is sanctifying the church through separation, saturation,
transformation, growth, and building up; and in the future, He as the Bridegroom
will present the church to Himself as His counterpart for His satisfaction. Therefore,
Christ's loving the church is to separate and sanctify her, and His separating and
sanctifying the church are to present her to Himself. (Eph. 5:27, footnote 1)

Another aspect of the church...[is] the bride. This aspect reveals that the
church comes out of Christ, as Eve came out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-22), that it
has the same life and nature as Christ, and that it becomes one with Him as
His counterpart, as Eve became one flesh with Adam (Gen. 2:24). (Eph. 5:27,
footnote 2)

Humanly speaking, the end of Genesis 2 is easy to understand because it
relates the story of a marriage. Adam was created, but he had no wife. Thus,
God provided a wife for him....If we read through the whole Bible, we will
realize that the marriage found in Genesis 2 is...an allegory....Later in the
Old Testament God told His people, “For your Maker is your Husband” (Isa.
54:5). Man's Creator is his Husband, meaning that in the universe the unique
man is God Himself. The man created by God actually is not a man, but a
woman....Firstly, God was my Creator. Secondly, He became my Redeemer.
Now He is my Husband. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 213-214)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 17
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:18 "And Jehovah God said, It is not good for the man to be alone; |
will make him a helper as his counterpart.”

22 "And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man,
into a woman and brought her to the man."

Adam [in Genesis 2:18] typifies God in Christ as the real, universal
Husband, who is seeking a wife for Himself (Rom. 5:14; cf. Isa. 54:5; John
3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:31-32; Rev. 19:7; 21:9). Adam's need for a wife
typifies and portrays God's need, in His economy, to have a wife as His
complement. (Gen. 2:18, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Besides Adam in the creation, there was also the woman, Eve. God
very carefully recorded the creation of this woman in Genesis 2, and when
we come to Ephesians 5 we are clearly told that Eve typifies the church.
Therefore, we can see that God's eternal will is achieved partly through
Christ and partly through the church. In order for us to understand how the
church can achieve God's will on earth, we must learn from Eve....We will not
consider [the type of Adam] here; rather, the emphasis is upon Eve. We are
not focusing our thoughts upon the work of Christ, but upon the position the
church occupies in relation to that work.

When we read Genesis 2:18-24 and Ephesians 5:22-32 we find that a
woman is mentioned in both places....The first woman is a sign typifying the
church; the second woman is the first woman. The first woman was planned
by God before the foundation of the world and appeared before the fall. The
second woman was also planned before the foundation of the world, but was
revealed after the fall. Although one appeared before the fall and the other
after, there is no difference in God's sight: the church is the Eve of Genesis 2.
God created Adam to typify Christ; God also created Eve to typify the church.
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God's purpose is not only accomplished by Christ but is also accomplished by
the church....God's purpose in creating the church is that she may be the help
meet of Christ [Gen 2:18]. Christ alone is only half; there must be another
half, which is the church. God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.”
This means that in God's sight Christ alone is not good enough. Genesis 2:18-
24 reiterates the events of the sixth day of creation. On the sixth day God
created Adam, but afterward it seems that He considered a little and said, “No,
it is not good that the man should be alone.” Therefore, He created Eve for
Adam. By then, everything was completed, and we find that Genesis 1 ends
with this record: “And God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it
was very good” (v. 31). From this we realize that having Adam alone, or we
may say, having Christ alone, is not enough to satisfy God's heart. With God
there must also be Eve, that is, there must also be the church. Then His heart
will be satisfied.

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.” In other
words, God desired to have both Adam and Eve. His purpose is to have a
victorious Christ plus a victorious church, a Christ who has overcome the
work of the devil plus a church which has overthrown the work of the devil.
His purpose is to have a ruling Christ and a ruling church. This is what
God planned for His own pleasure, and He has performed it for His own
satisfaction. It has been done because God desired to do it. God desired
to have Christ, and God also desired to have a church which is exactly like
Christ. God not only desired that Christ would have dominion; He also wants
the church to have dominion. God allows the devil on earth because He said,
“Let them,” Christ and the church, “have dominion.” God purposed that the
church, as Christ's counterpart, should take part in dealing with Satan. If the
church does not match Christ, God's purpose will not be fulfilled. In warfare
Christ needs a help meet, and even in glory He also needs a help meet. God
requires the church to be the same as Christ in every respect. It is God's
desire that Christ should have a help meet. (CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 25-26)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 2
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:19-21 "Now Jehovah God had formed from the ground every
animal of the field and every bird of heaven. And He brought them to
the man to see what he would call them....But for Adam there was not
found a helper as his counterpart. And Jehovah God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs
and closed up the flesh in its place."

In order to produce a complement for Himself, God first became a man
(John 1:14), as typified by God's creation of Adam (Rom. 5:14). [In Genesis
2:21] Adam's deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife typifies Christ's
death on the cross for the producing of the church as His counterpart (Eph.
5:25-27). Through Christ's death the divine life within Him was released,
and through His resurrection His released divine life was imparted into
His believers for the constituting of the church (see footnote 341 in John
19). Through such a process God in Christ has been wrought into man with
His life and nature so that man can be the same as God in life and nature in
order to match Him as His counterpart. (Gen. 2:21, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

Adam needed a help meet. What did God do to meet this need? [According
to] Genesis 2:19-20,...God brought every kind of living creature before Adam,
but Adam could not find his help meet among them. None of the living
creatures made out of earth could be a help meet for Adam.

Therefore, “Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
he slept; and He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place. And
Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a woman
and brought her to the man. And the man said, This time this is bone of my
bones / And flesh of my flesh; / This one shall be called Woman / Because
out of Man this one was taken” (vv. 21-23). This one was Adam's help meet
and the figure of the church in Ephesians 5. The Bible says very clearly that all
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of the things made of earth and not taken out of the body of Adam could not
be his help meet. All the beasts of the field, the cattle, and the birds of the air
were made of earth. They were not taken out of Adam; therefore, they could
not be the help meet to Adam. We must remember that Eve was formed out
of a rib taken from Adam; therefore, Eve was the constituent of Adam. This
means that the church comes out of Christ. Only that which is out of Christ
can be the church. Anything that is not of Christ is not the church.

Genesis 1:26 says, “And God said, Let Us make man in Our image,
according to our likeness; and let them....” In the Hebrew language the
word “man” is singular, but immediately following, the plural pronoun
“them” is used. The same pattern is used in verse 27 which says, “And
God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.” The noun “man” is singular, but the
following pronoun “them” is plural. God created one man; but we can also
say that He created two! One is two, and yet the two are one because Eve
was in Adam.

The way God created “man” is the same way He created “them.” Not only
was Adam created, but Eve also was included in him. “God created man in
His own image” [v. 27]. This “man” is singular and typifies Christ. “In the
Image of God He created...them.” “Them” is plural and typifies Christ and
the church. God not only wants to have an only begotten Son; He also wants
many sons. The many sons must be just like the one Son. From these verses
we see that if the church is not in a state which corresponds with Christ, God
will not rest and His work will not be completed. Not only is Adam in the
image of God; so also is Eve. Not only does Christ have the life of God; the
church also has God's life.

The fact that Eve was made from Adam signifies that the church is made
from Christ. Eve was made with Adam's rib. Since Eve came out from Adam,
she was still Adam. Then what is the church? The church is another form of
Christ, just as Eve was another form of Adam. (CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 27-28)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 2
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:22-24 "And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from
the man, into a woman and brought her to the man. And the man said,
This time this is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall
be called Woman because out of Man this one was taken. Therefore a
man shall leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh."

In Genesis 2 there is the picture of how the bride of Christ comes into
being. Before God prepared a bride for Adam, He brought all the animals
to Adam, and Adam named each one. But none of these created things
matched Adam, and they could not be his counterpart (vv. 19-20). Then
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam (v. 21). Adam is a type of
Christ (Rom. 5:14), and his sleep is a type of Christ's death. In the Bible
sleep means death (1 Cor. 15:18; 1 Thes. 4:13-16; John 11:11-14). (CWWL,
1969, vol. 2, p. 401)

Today's Reading

One day the real Adam was put to sleep on the cross where He slept for six
hours, from nine o'clock in the morning until three o'clock in the afternoon
(Mark 15:25, 33). This was signified by the phrase in Genesis 2 which said
that “God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man” and that “He took one of
his ribs” to build him a wife (Gen. 2:21). That sleep of Adam's was a type of
Christ's death on the cross for producing the church. This is the life-releasing,
life-imparting, life-propagating, life-multiplying, and life-reproducing death
of Christ, which is signified by a grain of wheat falling into the ground to die
and to grow up in order to produce many grains (John 12:24) for the making
of the loaf which is the Body, the church (1 Cor. 10:17)....Firstly, God became
a man. Then this man with the divine life and nature was multiplied through
death and resurrection into many believers who become the many members
to compose the real Eve to match Him and to complement Him. It is through
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this process that God in Christ has been wrought into man with His life and
nature that man in life and nature can be the same as He is in order to match
Him as His complement.

At the end of Christ's crucifixion, the Jews, who did not want the bodies of
the crucified criminals to remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, asked
Pilate to have their legs broken (John 19:31). When the soldiers came to
Jesus to break His legs, they found that He had died already and that there
was no need for them to break His bones. This fulfilled the Scripture, which
said, “No bone of His shall be broken” (John 19:32-33, 36; Exo. 12:46; Num.
9:12; Psa. 34:20). Nevertheless, the soldiers pierced His side and blood and
water came out (John 19:34). The blood was for redemption (Heb. 9:22; 1
Pet. 1:18-19)....In Exodus 17:6 we find the type of the smitten rock (1 Cor.
10:4). After the rock was smitten, it was cleft, and living water came forth.
Jesus on the cross was smitten with the rod of Moses, that is, by the law of
God. He was cleft. His side was pierced, and water came forth. This water
was the flow of His divine life signifying the life which produces the church.

This life was typified by the rib, a piece of bone taken out of Adam's
opened side, of which Eve was produced and built. Hence, the bone typifies
the divine life that is signified by the water flowing out of Christ's side....His
physical life was killed, but nothing could break His divine life which flows
out to produce the church.

After God finished the work of producing Eve during Adam's sleep, Adam
awoke from his sleep. As Adam's sleep typifies the death of Christ, so his
waking signifies the resurrection of Christ. After waking, Adam became
another person with Eve produced out of him. After His resurrection Christ
also became another person with the church brought forth out of Him.
As Adam eventually awoke from his sleep to take Eve as his counterpart,
so Christ was also resurrected from the dead to take the church as His
complement. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 219-220)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in
the Scriptures,” ch. 2
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

John 19:34 "But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and
Immediately there came out blood and water."

36 "For these things happened that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “No
bone of His shall be broken.”

When Christ was “sleeping” on the cross, something came out of His side.
John 19:34 tells us that when the soldier pierced His side, out came blood
and water....It was not until Genesis 3 that sin came in. Thus, all that came
out of Adam's side was the rib without the blood. However, by the time
that Christ was “sleeping” on the cross, there was the problem of sin. Thus,
His death must deal with this sin problem. The blood came out of Christ's
side for redemption. Following the blood, the water came out, which is the
flowing life to produce the church. This divine, flowing, uncreated life is
typified by the rib taken out of Adam's side. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, p. 401)

Today's Reading

When the Lord Jesus was dying on the cross, two others were dying with
Him. Their legs were broken, but when the soldiers came to the Lord Jesus,
He was already dead and there was no need to break His bones. This fulfilled
the prophecy that not one of His bones would be broken (John 19:31-33).
Thus, the bone taken out of Adam's side signifies the Lord's unbroken,
unbreakable, resurrection life. His resurrection life is unbreakable. The rib
taken out of Adam signifies the resurrection life, and God built a woman with
the rib of Adam. Now God builds up the church with the resurrection life of
Christ. Just as Eve was a part of Adam, so the church is a part of Christ. Eve
was bone of Adam's bones and flesh of Adam's flesh. Today we as the church
are a part of Christ (Eph. 5:30-32).

When we received the Lord Jesus, He came into us as the resurrection
life, the unbreakable life. It is this life that transforms us. This life is the
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tree of life, the river of life, the very life that supplies us and that flows
within us to transform us. Day by day as we enjoy this flowing, divine,
uncreated, unbreakable life, we are being transformed. This transformation
Is mentioned and revealed in Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18. As we
are being transformed, we are also being built into the church to be the bride
to satisfy Christ as His counterpart. At the end of Genesis 2 is Eve, and at
the end of the entire Bible is the New Jerusalem, which is the ultimate Eve,
the ultimate consummation of the universal bride built up with precious
materials produced by the resurrection life of Christ.

This bride, the New Jerusalem, will fulfill the two aspects of the purpose
of God. First, the New Jerusalem will be the full expression of God in God's
full image (Rev. 21:11; cf. 4:3). Second, this New Jerusalem will subdue
the enemy, conquer the earth, and exercise God's authority over the entire
universe, especially over the creeping things (22:5; 21:15; cf. 21:8; 20:10, 14-
15)....May we all be brought into the enjoyment and experience of this
flowing, transforming, and building life to be prepared as the bride that will
bring Christ back. (CWW.L, 1969, vol. 2, pp. 401-402)

[In Genesis 2:22-23 woman in Hebrew is] Ishshah....Just as Eve was
the increase of Adam, the church as the bride is the increase of Christ as
the Bridegroom....[In Genesis 2:23-24 man in Hebrew is] Ish,...different
from the word adam, translated man elsewhere in the chapter. (Gen. 2:23,
footnotes 1 and 2)

The church is nothing more than a pure product out of Christ. This is
typified by Eve in the book of Genesis. Eve was fully, completely, and purely
produced out of Adam (Gen. 2:21-24). Within Eve there was nothing else
but Adam. Besides the Adamic element, there was no other element in
Eve. Whatever was in Eve and whatever Eve was was Adam. Eve was a full
reproduction of Adam. Adam and Eve are a type of Christ and the church (Eph.
5:30-32; Gen. 2:22-24). The church must also be one element—the element
of Christ. Other than Christ's element there should be no other element in
the church....Anything that is other than Christ is not the church. (Elders'
Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord's Recovery, p. 37)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in
the Scriptures,” ch. 2

2013 Summer Training - Message 8 Morning Revival - Page 10



F\E « A7}

Bt A

= 29~30 "EFE - hEFEL ; sy g
HnZE o "

EZ 17 "R EE - K ! TR A1z
Ui R BATLER; BREILIBER
A an 7Kg - "

BEaRTEETEEFTENST ; ttAEXA
B i AETIHE - B — 1T HiE - SEEE
MEREHREEFTNEEEHMN - . [RTEHER
BaEEEBENEREFERMESN - BT w
MBENGSEMWE - SKEZDIEEARME
BEE - UEMZEARATEREN  d5ELK5
BE—REGE NSSEE—RFLETEXRFRE -
FHit - BExE - ARETEENTE F TEH®
EEE  E5EBERFREBETEEXRE - BEES
EEXMINFEERIN - ®PXERBRAFES
ig) - EIE - FHMRABRR—LERIFL - RRIEX
HE—TMESNFER - H]TlliE - SKEs2E
By - EEM - BXAY - X=MEEiET] R
EXZFIRENESL - ASEEEEN , A52E
EER  AsE2EEX c AsE2EEN - B
Y - BXE - BRBEBLUMITE - XN
RERETAMRARS - FHER—IUIAE2EEM -
& - BEXRMNEY (KBIIGSEZH - =)N\E
=hm) -

15 8.3k 9%

BEMNARTIMNAE BREZEENNFE - &
BRER BEEHPETSFAAAER "5 458 o8
F' o EABEHAZRETEE - FEESEEMHE - R

TO—=FEFINILHK-F8REEMES-EF11H

<« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John 3:29-30 "He who has the bride is the bridegroom....He must
increase, but | must decrease.”

Rev. 22:17 "And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who
hears say, Come! And let him who is thirsty come; let him who wills take the
water of life freely."

The church is an entity absolutely in resurrection; it is not natural, nor
Is it of the old creation. The church is a new creation created in Christ's
resurrection and by the resurrected Christ....In addition to seeing that the
church was produced in Christ's resurrection, we must also see where the
church is. The church today is in Christ in ascension. Ephesians 2:6 tells
us that the church has been resurrected with Christ, and now the church is
seated in the heavenlies with Christ. Therefore, the church is absolutely and
purely of the element of Christ, absolutely in resurrection, and absolutely
remaining in the heavenlies with Christ. The English language does not give
us adequate adjective forms for the nouns Christ and resurrection. We must,
therefore, invent some new vocabulary words to communicate such a vision
of the church. We may say that today the church is “Christly,” “resurrectionly,”
and heavenly. These three adjectives describe the fact conveyed in the Bible.
The church is of Christ; the church is of resurrection; the church is of the
heavens. The church is Christly, resurrectionly, and heavenly. With the
church there is no element other than Christ. Such a vision will govern you
to the uttermost and will rule out everything that is not Christly (of Christ),
resurrectionly (of resurrection), or heavenly (of the heavens). (Elders'
Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord's Recovery, p. 38)

Today's Reading

In the same way that Eve was the complement of Adam, the church is the
complement of Christ. Figuratively speaking, so many things in Christianity
are just “horses, cattle, turtles, doves” because they are not out of Christ and
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cannot match Christ. Only those who are regenerated of Christ and who live
by Christ as the church can match Christ and complement Him. When Christ
sees this, He surely says, “This time this is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh” (Eph. 5:30; [Gen. 2:23]). (Life-study of Genesis, p. 218)

Adam and Eve becoming one flesh, one complete unit, is a figure of God
and man being joined as one. The coming New Jerusalem will be the eternal
union of God and man, a universal couple as a complete unit composed of
divinity and humanity. (Gen. 2:24, footnote)

Adam and Eve, being one, lived a married life together as husband
and wife. This portrays that in the New Jerusalem the processed and
consummated redeeming Triune God as the universal Husband will live
a married life with the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified
humanity as the wife, forever. (Gen. 2:25, footnote)

In [Revelation 2 and 3] it was the Spirit speaking to the churches; here
[Rev. 22:17], at the end of the book, it is the Spirit and the bride, the church,
speaking together as one. This indicates that the church's experience of the
Spirit has improved to the extent that she has become one with the Spirit,
who is the ultimate consummation of the Triune God.

The entire revelation of the Bible shows us the love story of a universal
couple. That is, the sovereign Lord, who created the universe and all things,
the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—who went through
the processes of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and
ascension, and who ultimately became the life-giving Spirit, is joined in
marriage to the created, redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified
tripartite man—composed of spirit, soul, and body—who ultimately
constitutes the church, the expression of God. In the eternity that is without
end, by the divine, eternal, and surpassingly glorious life, they will live a life
that is the mingling of God and man as one spirit, a life that is superexcellent
and that overflows with blessings and joy. (Rev. 22:17, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Elders' Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord's
Recovery, ch. 3
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WEEK 8 — HYMN
Hymns, #819

1

As the body is the fulness

To express our life,

So to Christ the Church, His Body,
Doth express His life.

2

E'en as Eve is part of Adam

Taken out of him,

So the Church is Christ's own increase
With Himself within.

3

As from out the buried kernel
Many grains are formed,

As the grains together blended

To a loaf are formed,;

4

So the Church, of many Christians,
Christ doth multiply,

Him expressing as one Body,

God to glorify.

5

As the branches of the grapevine
Are its outward spread,

With it one, abiding, bearing
Clusters in its stead;

6

So the Church's many members
Christ's enlargement are,

One with Him in life and living,
Spreading Him afar.

7

Fulness, increase, duplication,
His expression full,

Growth and spread, continuation,
Surplus plentiful,

8

Is the Church to Christ, and thereby
God in Christ may be

Glorified thru His redeemed ones
To eternity.

9

Thus the Church and Christ together,
God's great mystery,

Is the mingling of the Godhead
With humanity.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Nine

The Serpent, the Woman, and the Seed of the Woman

Scripture Reading: Gen. 3:15; John 12:31; 16:11; Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8; Rev. 12

Outline
DAY 1

I will put enmity / Between you [the serpent] and the
woman / And between your seed and her seed; / He will
bruise you on the head, / But you will bruise him on the
heel”—Gen. 3:15:

The woman here signifies first Eve and then the virgin Mary,
the mother of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 4:4); she also signifies all the
people of God who take the position of a woman before Him,
trusting in Him:

. The enmity between the serpent and the woman is the enmity between Satan

and all God's people—Rev. 12:4.

. The serpent’s hating and fighting against God’s people began when Satan

instigated Cain to murder Abel and continues through all the generations until
Satan is cast into the lake of fire for eternity—Gen. 4:8; 1 John 3:12; Rev. 20:7-10.

B. The serpent’s seed are the people who follow Satan—

Gen. 3:15; John 8:44:
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. Because Satan, the old serpent, has injected himself as sin into man'’s flesh,

all men have become serpents in the eyes of God—Rev. 12:9; 20:2; Rom. 7:18;
Matt. 23:33.

. As Satan’s followers, they are his sons, his seed, by birth; thus, they have the

serpentine nature and life, and they are used by Satan to persecute and fight
against the woman’s seed—3:7; 13:38; John 8:44; 1 John 3:10.

. The seed of the woman is the incarnated Jesus Christ and also the

overcoming believers—Gal. 4:4; Rev. 12:5:

. The seed of the woman is the Lord Jesus, who as the very God was born of the

virgin Mary to be a man, as prophesied in Isaiah 7:14, fulfilled in Matthew 1:23,
and confirmed in Galatians 4:4; thus, the promise in Genesis 3:15 indicates
that God Himself would come to be a human seed to bruise the head of the
damaging serpent.

. Ultimately, the seed of the woman is enlarged to include the overcoming

believers, the stronger part of God’s people, signified by the man-child in
Revelation 12:5.

. According to Genesis 3:15, the seed of the woman would bruise the

serpent on the head, and the serpent would bruise him on the heel:

1. The bruising of the serpent’s head by the seed of the woman is the destroying of

Satan, the one who has the might of death, by the Lord Jesus through His death
on the cross—Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8.

2. While the Lord was destroying the serpent on the cross, the serpent bruised His

heel, that is, wounded Him by nailing His feet to the cross—Psa. 22:16.

DAY 2
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The seed in Genesis 3:15 is fully developed in
Revelation 12:

The vision in Revelation 12 of the universal bright woman with her man-
child warring against the great red dragon covers all the generations
from Genesis 3:15 until the end of this age—Rev. 11:15; 12:10.

“A great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon underneath her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve
stars; and she was with child"—vv. 1-2a:

This bright woman is a collective, universal woman signifying the totality of
God’s people—v. 1.

God’s intention is, through the universal woman, to bring forth the man-child—
the stronger part of God’s people—whom He will use to defeat His enemy and
bring in His kingdom—vv. 10-11.

Throughout all generations God’s people have been suffering the travail of
delivery to bring forth the man-child to fight for God’s kingdom—Isa. 26:17-18;
Jer. 6:24; 13:21; 30:6; Micah 4:9-10; 5:3; Gal. 4:19.

DAY 3

For the bringing forth of the man-child, there is the need for at least a portion
of God's people to come back to the proper standing of the woman and become
part of the woman in an actual and practical way—2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:24.

“Another sign was seen in heaven; and behold, there was a great
red dragon...The dragon stood before the woman who was about
to bring forth, so that when she brings forth he might devour her
child"—Rev. 12:3a, 4b:

The dragon signifies God’s enemy, called the Devil and Satan; the serpent is the
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subtle one, and the dragon is the cruel one—v. 9; Gen. 3:1; 2 Cor. 11:3.

. We need to see the vision that in the universe a war is raging between God’s

people as the woman and the serpent as the dragon—Gen. 3:15; Rev. 12:17:

DAY 4

. The enmity between the serpent and the woman’s seed mentioned in Genesis 3:15

is manifested in Revelation 12, where this enmity is fulfilled to the uttermost.

. The dragon hates the universal bright woman, and he fights against her with

the intention of devouring her child—vv. 4, 13-17.

. “She brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the

nations with an iron rod"—v. 5a:

. God needs the man-child to defeat His enemy and to bring in His kingdom so

that His eternal purpose might be accomplished—v. 10; Eph. 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9.

DAY 5

. Because the church has not attained to God’s purpose, God will choose a group

of overcomers who will attain to His purpose and fulfill His demands; this is
the principle of the man-child—Rev. 12:11; 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 20-21.

. The woman'’s seed in Revelation 12 is not only the individual Christ but is also a

corporate entity, the corporate Christ, including Christ as the Head and all His
overcoming believers as the Body—Col. 1:18:

DAY 6

. The man-child in Revelation 12:5 is corporate; the man-child is neither the
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Lord Jesus individually nor the overcomers separate from Him but the Lord
Jesus with the overcomers—Psa. 2:9; Rev. 2:27.

. The Lord Jesus is the Head, the center, the reality, the life, and the nature of

the man-child, and the overcomers are the Body of the man-child.

. Psalm 2:8-9, Revelation 2:26-27, and 12:5 indicate that the Lord Jesus as God’s

Anointed, the overcomers in the churches, and the man-child will rule the
nations with an iron rod, thus proving that the Lord Jesus, the overcomers, and
the man-child are one.

. Through the Lord’s death on the cross, Satan, the old serpent, was judged and

cast out; that judgment will ultimately be carried out by the overcomers as the
man-child, the corporate seed of the woman—John 12:31; 16:11; Rev. 12:9.
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 3:15 "And I will put enmity between you and the woman and between
your seed and her seed; he will bruise you on the head, but you will
bruise him on the heel."”

Gal. 4:4 "But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under law."

The woman [in Genesis 3:15] signifies first Eve and then the virgin Mary,
the mother of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 4:4). She also signifies all the people of God
who take the position of a woman before God, trusting in Him,...as represented
by the universal woman in Revelation 12:1....Thus, the enmity between the
serpent and the woman is the enmity between Satan and all God's people....The
serpent's hating and fighting against God's people began when Satan instigated
Cain to murder Abel (Gen. 4:8; 1 John 3:12) and continues through all the
generations until Satan is cast into the lake of fire for eternity (Rev. 20:7-10).
(Gen. 3:15, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

The serpent's seed are the people who follow Satan. Because Satan, the
old serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), has injected himself as sin into man's flesh
(see footnote 182 in Rom. 7), all men have become serpents in the eyes of
God (Matt. 23:33). As Satan's followers, they are his sons, his seed, not by
adoption but by birth (Matt. 3:7; 13:38; John 8:44; 1 John 3:10). Thus, they
have the serpentine nature and life. They are used by Satan to persecute and
fight against the woman's seed. (Gen. 3:15, footnote 2)

The seed of the woman is the incarnated Jesus Christ, who as the very
God was born of the virgin Mary to be a man, as prophesied in Isaiah 7:14,
fulfilled in Matthew 1:23, and confirmed in Galatians 4:4. Thus, the promise
[in Genesis 3:15] indicates that God Himself would come to be a human
seed to bruise the head of the damaging serpent. Ultimately, the seed of the
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woman is enlarged to include the overcoming believers, the stronger part of
God's people, signified by the man-child in Revelation 12:5 (see footnote 2
there). The man-child, the corporate seed of the woman, includes the Lord
Jesus, the individual seed of the woman. Psalm 2:8-9, Revelation 2:26-27,
and 12:5 indicate that the Lord Jesus as God's Anointed, the overcomers in
the churches, and the man-child will rule the nations with an iron rod, thus
proving that the Lord Jesus, the overcomers, and the man-child are one. The
Lord as the leading Overcomer (Rev. 3:21) is the Head, center, reality, life,
and nature of the man-child, and the man-child as the following overcomers
is the Lord's Body. (Gen. 3:15, footnote 3)

The bruising of the serpent's head by the seed of the woman is the
destroying of Satan, the one who has the might of death, by the Lord Jesus
through His death on the cross (Heb. 2:14 and footnote; 1 John 3:8). While
the Lord was destroying the serpent on the cross, the serpent bruised His
heel, that is, wounded Him by nailing His feet to the cross (Psa. 22:16).

Through the Lord's death on the cross, Satan, the old serpent, was judged,
cast out (John 12:31; 16:11). That judgment will ultimately be carried out
by the overcomers as the man-child, the corporate seed of the woman (Rev.
12:9..)). (Gen. 3:15, footnote 4)

The focus, the central point, of Genesis 3:15 is that the seed of woman, the Lord
Jesus, would come to destroy Satan on the cross. This is the strongest proclamation
in the preaching of the glad tidings....Adam and Eve were trembling under the
imminent sentence of death, but God, instead of condemning them, surprised them
by preaching the gospel to them. Adam and Eve had fear toward God and hate
toward the serpent. Therefore, God declared in His glad tidings that One entitled
“the seed of the woman” would come to destroy the serpent. That was the gospel.
The promise regarding the seed of the woman and the coming destruction of the
serpent was the glad tidings proclaimed to the first generation of sinners.

The promise in Genesis 3:15 reveals that Satan is the enemy of the people
of God. Eventually, the Lord Jesus came as the seed of the woman to destroy
the enemy. Today we are enjoying the fulfillment of this promise. (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 255-256)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 19-20
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<« WEEK 9 — DAY 2 »
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 12:1-2 "And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman clothed with
the sun, and the moon underneath her feet, and on her head a crown
of twelve stars; and she was with child, and she cried out, travailing in
birth and being in pain to bring forth."

There are three main figures in Revelation 12: the woman, the man-
child, and the great red dragon. Throughout the centuries, there has been
war between the woman and the serpent. Actually, the battle has not been
fought by the woman, but by the man-child....This warfare began in Genesis
3:15, and it will consummate in the last three and a half years. The woman
with the man-child and the serpent, which has become the great dragon, will
fight until the time of the resurrection of the dead overcomers. When all the
dead overcomers are resurrected as one entity, the man-child will come into
full existence. This single entity, the stronger part of God's people, will be
raptured before the great tribulation, not to the air, but to the throne of God.
After the rapture of the man-child, there will be the final three and a half
years, or the twelve hundred sixty days. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 435)

Today's Reading

The woman in Revelation 12 is not an individual woman, but a collective,
universal woman symbolizing the totality of God's people. In Genesis 3:15
the woman was local and individual; the seed, Christ, was also individual;
and the serpent was a small snake. All three, the woman, the seed, and
the serpent, were individual and on a small scale. But in Revelation 12 the
woman is universal and collective, symbolizing all of God's people: the
patriarchs represented by the twelve stars; Israel represented by the moon;
and the church, the New Testament believers, represented by the sun....The
seed in this chapter is not just the individual Christ but is a corporate entity,
the corporate Christ, including Christ as the Head and all His overcoming
believers as the Body.
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Verse 2 says that the woman was with child, and verse 5 says that “she
brought forth a son, a man-child.” The child here, being a man-child, signifies
the stronger part of God's people. Although in verse 2 this child was in the
woman, the Word does not call him a baby, but a man-child. By reading and
praying over this portion of the Word, we realize that man-child here does
not indicate a baby. Rather, it indicates the stronger part within the woman.
The woman represents the totality of God's people. But throughout all
generations there have been some stronger ones among God's people. These
are considered in the Bible as a collective unit fighting the battle for God and
bringing God's kingdom down to earth.

History proves that not everyone among God's people is a strong one.
No, only a minority of God's people are strong ones....For example, Elijah
and Jeremiah were strong ones. Undoubtedly, the majority of God's
people were genuine, but they were not strong. We find the same thing
in the New Testament. Although there were thousands of Christians in
the early days, not that many were truly strong. Even at present there
are thousands, even millions, of Christians, but not many are strong. |
encourage you all to be strong.

Before God's people can be the man-child, they must firstly be a woman to
Him. This indicates that we in the church today must firstly be the woman to
God and then the man-child. By the sign in Revelation 12 we see that God's
intention is to bring forth a man-child through this woman.

The man-child is brought forth by the suffering woman, by the suffering
people of God (vv. 2, 4-5). The words cried out in verse 2 signify that she
was praying. “Travailing in birth and being in pain to bring forth” signifies
that throughout all generations God's people have been suffering the travail
of delivery (Isa. 26:17-18; Jer. 6:24; 13:21; 30:6; Micah 4:9-10; 5:3; Gal.
4:19) to bring forth the man-child to fight for God's kingdom. (Life-study of
Revelation, pp. 419-420, 411, 432-433)

Further Reading: The Vision of the Universal Woman and the Man-child,
chs. 1-3
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 12:3-4 "And another sign was seen in heaven; and behold, there was
a great red dragon....And the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to bring forth, so that when she brings forth he might devour
her child."

2 Cor. 11:2 "For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I
betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ."

Although you may be one of God's people, the crucial question is whether
or not you are standing here as God's people....All Christians are God's people,
but the vast majority of them have lost the ground of being God's people.

To bring forth the man-child there is the need for at least a portion of
God's people to come back to the proper standing of the woman. Those who
have this standing have God alone and nothing else. They are the woman on
the proper ground to bring forth the man-child. (Life-study of Revelation,

pp. 464-465)
Today's Reading

We all must actually and practically be a part of the woman. If you can only
say, “I have been redeemed by the blood and regenerated by the Spirit and filled
with the Spirit,” you are a real Christian—thank the Lord for this—but you are
not actually and practically part of the woman who is bringing forth the man-
child. You are like the Jews in New York City who declare that they are Jews
and that they are for the nation of Israel. They are Jews, but they cannot say
that they are the nation of Israel. They help the nation of Israel and they are
for the nation of Israel, but they are not the nation of Israel in a practical way.
In like manner, today it is not the scattered children of God, those who have
lost their ground, who will bring forth the man-child. Only that part of God's
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redeemed people who have seen His economy and who are willing to return to
the standing, the ground, of the chaste woman will bring forth the man-child.

While the serpent is the subtle one, the dragon is the cruel

e....Revelation 12:3 says that the dragon is great. In Genesis 3, Satan was
a serpent, a smaller creature. Here he has become a dragon, much greater
than a serpent. Because the serpent has been eating a great deal throughout
the centuries, he has been enlarged into a great dragon....This great dragon
is red. Red here signifies the shedding of blood caused by Satan's murders
(John 8:44). Abel was the first martyr murdered by the dragon. In Matthew
23:35 the Lord Jesus spoke of the blood of Abel the righteous. The dragon is
not only great because of his eating, but is also red because of his murdering
S0 many overcomers throughout the years.

The great dragon is also called Satan (Rev. 12:9). In Greek, the word Satan means
“adversary.” Satan is not only God's enemy outside of God's kingdom, but also God's
adversary rebelling against God from within God's kingdom. The enemy denotes the
foe outside of God's realm; the adversary denotes the foe within God's realm.

Verse 9 says that the great dragon, who is called the Devil and Satan,
“deceives the whole inhabited earth.” No one is an exception; everyone has
been cheated by him. Everyone on earth, from the highest to the lowest and
from the greatest to the least, is being deceived by Satan.

The woman in Revelation 12 began with the woman in Genesis 3:15. We
need the vision to see in this universe the sign of a great universal bright
woman travailing in birth to bring forth a child. In front of this woman is
a dragon fighting against her and seeking to devour the child as soon as he
iIs born. This enmity, which is first seen in Genesis 3:15, is of God; it was
God who put enmity between the serpent and the woman. In the universe
today just one war is raging—the war between God's people as the woman
and the serpent as the dragon. Have you seen this vision? Today, we all are
the greatest part of the woman, and in front of us is a dragon. (Life-study of

Revelation, pp. 465, 436, 440-441, 406)
Further Reading: The Vision of the Universal Woman and the Man-child, chs. 4-5
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev 12:5 "And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all
the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to
His throne."

10 "And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has been cast down, who
accuses them before our God day and night."

The enmity between the serpent and the woman's seed mentioned
in Genesis 3:15 is fully manifested in Revelation 12. In Revelation 12
we see that the old serpent tries his best to damage the man-child and
the woman (vv. 4, 13-17). The enmity of Genesis 3:15 is thus fulfilled to
the uttermost.

We all need to be the seed of the woman, the seed from a source that
depends on God. If we claim to be a man before God, we are finished with
God and are no longer of God. Anyone who is of God must be a female before
Him. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 254)

Today's Reading

Have you noticed that in the word dragon there are the words drag-on?
The dragon drags things on. Any dragging in the church life is a sign of the
dragon. The dragon not only drags away the angels, but sometimes he drags
the saints.

Revelation 12:4 says that “the dragon stood before the woman who was
about to bring forth, so that when she brings forth he might devour her child.”
That the dragon stood before the woman signifies that Satan is always against
the people of God. From the time of Genesis 3:15 to this day, Satan has been
continually fighting against the woman with the intention of devouring her
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child. During the last three and a half years, Satan will oppose that part of
God's people who will be left on the earth during the great tribulation.

Do not accept the wrong teaching that all Christians will be raptured
before the great tribulation. There is no verse that teaches this. | have been
studying this matter of rapture for over fifty years. In my study I have learned
that the deep, sound Christian teachers agree that it is wrong to say that all
Christians will be raptured before the great tribulation and that no believers
will pass through the great tribulation. This concept is a wrong teaching.
If you accept it, you may be left in the great tribulation. In Revelation 12:5
we see that the man-child will be caught up to God before the last three
and a half years. After the rapture of the man-child, the remainder of the
woman's seed, including the Jews who keep the commandments of God and
the Christians who have the testimony of Jesus, will be left on earth. On the
one hand, the man-child will be raptured before the three and a half years
and, on the other hand, the seed of the woman, including both Jews and
Christians, will be left to pass through most of the great tribulation. After
Satan has been cast down to earth, he will do his best to persecute God's
people who are still on earth after the rapture of the man-child.

The woman has been and still is the means by which God can bring forth
this man-child, the one whom God will use to defeat His enemy and to
bring in His kingdom. In other words, God will use this man-child to fulfill
His economy and to accomplish His purpose. This is a great matter. In
order to accomplish His purpose, God not only needs the individual Christ
but also a corporate Christ, the church, God's people. We do not agree with
the concept that this woman is merely the mother of Jesus or the nation
of Israel. She is the universal, corporate body of God's people. God needs
the man-child to defeat His enemy and to bring in His kingdom that His
eternal purpose might be accomplished. In order for Him to have such a
man-child, there is the need of the woman. (Life-study of Revelation, pp.

438-439, 412)

Further Reading: The Vision of the Universal Woman and the Man-child,
chs. 6-7
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 3:21 "He who overcomes, to him | will give to sit with Me on My
throne, as | also overcame and sat with My Father on His throne."

12:11 "And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and
because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-
life even unto death."

The Levites did not serve God for themselves, nor were they overcomers by
their own selection. Much less did they claim superiority over the others. If this had
happened, they would have been finished. The Levites were chosen by God to be
the priests as representing the whole body of the people of Israel. What the children
of Israel should have offered unto God, the children of Levi offered for them. The
service of the Levites before God was counted as the service of the whole nation of
Israel. Only the children of Levi were priests, but the whole nation of Israel benefited
from their priesthood. In the same manner, the work of the overcomers is for the
whole church. The work belongs to the overcomers, but the church receives the
blessing of the work. This is the glory of the overcomers. The business is theirs, but
their accomplishments bring glory to the whole church; the work is theirs, but the
whole church derives the blessing. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 82)

Today's Reading

During the time of the judges, the people of Israel were oppressed...and
were in great desperation. Out of one of their tribes, God raised up Gideon to
lead a contingent of men and chase away the enemy. The whole nation was
set free because of this group. The responsibility rested on the whole nation,
but some were afraid and some were slothful; therefore, a group of them
went forth to the battle and brought benefit to the whole nation.

The same principle is seen when the people of Israel returned from
captivity. God originally promised that after the seventy years of captivity,
the people of Israel would return and be restored to the land. However, not
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all returned; only a minority led by Ezra, Nehemiah, Zerubbabel, and Joshua
came back to build the temple and the city of Jerusalem. But what they did
counted for the whole nation of Israel. It was reckoned as the recovery and
returning of the whole nation.

The principle of the overcomers is not that an individual who is especially
spiritual will have a crown and glory waiting for him....The reason for the
overcomers to be the overcomers is not to receive glory or crowns for themselves,
but simply to take the position which the whole church should take and do the
work for the church. Before God, the church should be in that condition which
He desires; she should be responsible to Him, fulfilling the work committed to
her and standing in her proper position. The church, however, has failed and is
still failing today. She has not become what she was originally purposed to be;
she has not done her work, taken up her responsibility, nor stood in her proper
position. She has not gained the ground for God. There is only a group of people
left to do that work for the church and to take up the church's responsibility.
This group is the overcomers. What they do is counted as the work of the whole
church. If there are those who will be the overcomers, God's purpose is attained
and He is satisfied. This is the principle of the man-child.

The reason we are considering this matter of the man-child is because in
God's eternal purpose He needs a group of overcomers. According to history,
we have to admit that the church has failed. Therefore, God is calling the
overcomers to stand for the church. The man-child spoken of in [chapter 12] of
Revelation refers particularly to the overcomers at the end time. Once the man-
child is brought forth, he will be caught up to the throne of God. Then things
will immediately happen in heaven and Satan will be cast down. God's difficulty
is removed by the rapture of the man-child; His problem is solved. It seems
that once the man-child is born, God's purpose can no longer be hindered. This
is what God is calling for today; this is what interests Him today. God needs a
group of people to attain His original goal. (CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 82-84)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 4
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« WEEK 9 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 2:8-9 "Ask of Me, and I will give the nations as Your inheritance and
the limits of the earth as Your possession. You will break them with an
iron rod; You will shatter them like a potter's vessel."

Rev. 12:9 "And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he
who is called the Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited
earth; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast down with him."

The universal woman of Revelation 12 has two parts: the outer part, which
is the woman herself, and the inner part, which is the man-child. The outer
part, the woman, is the weaker part; the inner part, the man-child, is the
stronger part. All the people of God are the woman, who is somewhat weak,
but among all the people of God is a stronger part, which is the man-child, the
overcomers. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 252)

Today's Reading

Some say that the man-child is the Lord Jesus. I agree with this in a sense
because the Lord Jesus is the Head, the center, the reality, the life, and
the nature of the man-child. However, this man-child is not individual; he
Is corporate. Since the woman herself is not individual, but universal and
corporate, her child must also be universal and corporate. This corporate
man-child includes the Lord Jesus as the Head, center, reality, life, and
nature of the man-child. This can be proved from the Scriptures. Psalm 2:8-9
prophesies that the Lord Jesus, God's Anointed One, will rule the nations with
a rod of iron. Revelation 2:26-27 says that the overcomers in the churches
will rule over the nations with a rod of iron. Now in Revelation 12:5 we are
told that the man-child will rule all nations with a rod of iron. Therefore,
according to the record of the Bible, both the Lord Jesus Himself and His
overcomers will rule over the nations with a rod of iron. Thus, the man-child
in Revelation 12:5 includes both the Lord Jesus and the overcomers in the
churches. Furthermore, Revelation 20:4 says that Christ and the resurrected
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overcomers will reign as kings for a thousand years. Hence, the man-child
in Revelation 12 is neither the Lord Jesus individually nor the overcomers
separate from Him, but the Lord Jesus with the overcomers. Christ Himself
is the foremost overcomer (Rev. 3:21). As the leading overcomer He is the
Head, center, reality, life, and nature of the overcomers. Among the people of
God on earth there is a stronger part which includes the Lord Jesus and the
overcomers. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 253-254)

The greatest work of God is the rapture of the man-child. Once the man-
child is raptured to His throne, there will be war in heaven, and Satan will be
cast onto the earth (Rev. 12:5-9). If any Christian today wants to participate
in this rapture, he has to be watchful and ready for the rapture by the Lord.
If he does, he will have a share in this greatest work of God.

The woman in Revelation 12 represents the Body of Christ. In God's plan
the Body spans from eternity to eternity. It includes all the saints between
the two eternities. The man-child in God's eternal plan, however, only refers
to the overcomers in this period.

The giving of birth to the man-child refers to some who have left the
denominations. Of course, not everyone who has left the denominations is
part of the man-child. Only those who have left the denominations and who
have seen this great work of God and have a part in it are the man-child. The
man-child is the body within the Body. The woman is the outward, visible,
and larger Body, while the man-child that has been conceived within is
something hidden, something that ordinary eyes cannot see. (CWWN, vol.
45, p. 991)

Satan, the enemy of God, was judged by the Lord Jesus on the cross (John
12:31; 16:11). After that, the overcoming believers are needed for the carrying
out of that judgment, for the executing of that sentence. The war waged by
the overcoming believers against Satan is actually the executing of the Lord's
judgment upon him. Eventually, through their fighting, he is cast out of heaven.
See footnote 11 in Revelation 9. (Rev. 12:9, footnote 1)

Further Reading: The Vision of the Universal Woman and the Man-child, chs. 8-9
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WEEK 9 — HYMN
Hymns, #1101

. Lo, the kingdom of the world is now

the kingdom of the Lord!

O what joy to all the saints does His

eternal reign afford!

Let us swell the mighty chorus of His

praise in one accord—
The victory is won!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
The victory is won!

. That great dragon, the old serpent called the devil, down is cast;

Satan and his fallen angels' long deceiving days are past!

Now our praises like a thunder through the universe shall blast—

The victory is won!

. Now is come salvation, power, and the kingdom of our God,;

The accuser of the brethren underneath our feet is trod!
The authority of Christ is now the church's ruling rod—
The victory is won!

. By the Lamb's redeeming blood th' accuser we have overcome;

By our word of testimony, all declaring, "It is done!"
Unto death, our souls not loving—all the glory to the Son!
The victory is won!

. Oh, but brothers, sisters, listen to another mighty voice,

"Babylon is fallen, fallen"—what a reason to rejoice!
O how blest that coming out from her was our eternal choice—
The victory is won!



6. She's the mother of the harlots, Myst'ry, Babylon the Great!
O how all her evil fornication we have learned to hate!
But our God has doubly judged her—this our spirits doth elate.
The victory is won!

7. Hallelujah! Glory, power to the Lord our God belong!

7S AR E LA, it TT JE AR A M B 5, True and righteous are His judgments on the harlot for her wrong!
FRATAR LN TG At BT 26 06 (K 5 B AT I N I
(L4 A TS B BT AR, See, her smoke is rising! Echo hallelujah in your song—
AP 2! The victory is won!
o BOE RRE ATRE AR AR A, B 3! 8. "Praise our God now, all ye servants, small and great," His voice constrains.
HAEE S SGITTRINEE, B T8 H . . .
IR R B E R AT R As the sound of many waters, we will thunder our refrains:
HEHC LM Hallelujah, hallelujah, for the Lord Almighty reigns!
AT, AN, B A ISR viclory s won _ o
B R B e VR EAE D 9. Now rejoice and be exceeding glad! What glory is displayed!
- JRRZTEY Y

For the marriage of the Lamb, the wife all ready now is made!
Ju, BRAERRATIR 2 B AR AR T M U S

. . , _
e ey In fine linen, bright and pure, 'twas granted her to be arrayed

2T RUBZE LG B ZE R S, The victory is won!
RO LR 10. Now the devil's in the lake of fire, for John has seen him there;
* %E?g{gggﬁﬁf iggii Hallelujah, never more need we his provocations bear!
B 5 At g T, R R 15 2 R What a triumph for the saints his judgment boldly to declare—
HEC A5 . .
The victory is won!
. ‘ % \_» YA !
= §g§ ﬁzlt Egg ;ﬂg ;‘3 g,g gggp& 11. Now behold the greatest wonder—New Jerusalem descend!
?ﬂi)\ﬂ%]%u%ﬁ—ﬂ;ﬁm*’;ﬁ?@%{%, She's the building of the Triune God with man—a perfect blend!
B &1 H! . .
HEZRH’ . She's the Bride, prepared, adorned for Christ—of all God's work, the end!
2 BORME N B S A K R, . .
ICE ST 2 N NS s L The victory is won!
WO EFEE L AL T D DR, 12. 1t's the tabernacle of our God, His dwelling place with men;
AR AR In His holi d glory He' d through all of th
TR — n . is holiness and glory e.s expressed through all of them.
AT U BT P R R ! "It is done!" O brothers, see it! See the New Jerusalem!

The victory is won!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
Vict'ry, vict'ry, Hallelujah!
The victory is won!



—_O—=FEFill&k

Qi ahixsg (—)
e
LAl AFREA VAL

2ol ~9-14-16 ~ 2426 122 ~ 24
N El
I

T LAY FAE H, AR B AT 69
T H, ANMBATES:

— ZIREHMN - RERSMA (KRR
X)) - AECH#O ; I{EA24FRY -
AMREH—eIlM1 ~ 2-

Z KA AREZERMKR - FEIZA
(—29-203) ; Bt - ME=FFR{ERY -
ARAMMEZREFRY - HERBEMIE
HERE—2XK+5~10"

= IAASGARE - BEMAVE - EFFEa
BEREMNMZIEN  MAZREECH
NE,; TEHNERR TR IR BRERS
BiE ; PR AR LB ER—T—4 -
£+14-17 -

I WRRES MRS - B EFEPLEMN
L BMARLRAMBSE - 3508

—O—=FE=FiL% - FI1I0RBMNE-F1DR

2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Ten

Abel, Enosh, and Enoch

Scripture Reading: Gen. 4:1-9, 14, 16-24, 26; 5:22-24

Outline
DAY 1

I. Abel was an overcoming martyr who cared only for

A.

God’s purpose, not f or his own existence:

Cain was a tiller, a server, of the ground so that he might earn a
living for himself, whereas Abel was a tender, a feeder, of sheep so
that he might have an offering to present to God—Gen. 4:1-2.

Before the flood man was permitted to eat only vegetables and
fruits, not meat (1:29; cf. 9:3); thus, Abel's tending of sheep was his
working not to produce food for his living but to provide offerings
for God'’s satisfaction—cf. Heb. 10:5-10.

Abel not only knew God but also took God's way of worshipping God
according to God's divine revelation, not according to his concept;
Abel's faith came from hearing the word of the gospel from his
parents; therefore, what Abel did came out of revelation—11:4; Rom.
10:14, 17.

. According to God’s foreordained redemption, Abel offered to God the firstlings

of his flock, with the shedding of blood for his redemption, the burning of the
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fat for God’s satisfaction, and the covering of the coats of skin for him to be
justified by God—Gen. 4:4; Heb. 9:22; 11:4:

. What Abel did corresponds exactly to the requirements of the Mosaic law,

which was given later, proving that his way of worshipping God was according
to God’s revelation, not according to his concept—Lev. 3:2-5, 8-11, 13.

. What Abel did corresponds exactly to the gospel in the New Testament, which

tells us to receive the cleansing of the blood, to deny ourselves, to put ourselves
aside, and to take Christ as our covering so that we might live in Christ to
become the righteousness of God—2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 1:19-21a.

. Abel was the first priest of God, living for God and by God and, in type, offering

Christ to God—cf. Num. 18:17.
DAY 2

. The way of Cain is to do good to please God and to worship God

presumptuously by man’s own effort and according to man’s own
invention under the devil's motivation—Gen. 4:3:

. Cain did not follow the way of God’s salvation through the anticipated

redemption by the bleeding sacrifice (3:21; Heb. 9:22) but continued man’s fall
by forsaking God’s way of salvation and presumptuously offering the fruit of his
own labor to God.

. Cain’s way of worshipping God was to invent a religion according to his human

concept and opinion, which were motivated by Satan—Jude 11; 1 John 3:12.

. Cain was in the flesh, trusting in the fruit of his labor, but Abel put his trust in

his offering, boasting in Christ Jesus and having no confidence in the flesh—
Phil. 3:3.

. Abel is the representative of all the overcoming martyrs; because
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Abel presented offerings with the shedding of blood according to
God's revelation and was accepted by God, he incurred Cain’'s hatred
and religious jealousy and was killed by Cain—Gen. 4:4-9; Matt.
23:34-35; John 16:2; Rev. 17:6.

Abel was not only redeemed but also brought back to God to contact
God and fellowship with God; Abel cared for the Lord'’s presence, but
Cain went out from the Lord's presence to become a fugitive and a
wanderer—Gen. 4:14, 16:

If we are not in the presence of God, we will have the sense deep within that we
are wanderers with nowhere to go.

Our real dwelling place is the presence of God—Psa. 90:1.

The people who follow God’s way to live in the presence of God all have an
uplifted countenance in contrast to Cain, who had a fallen countenance—Gen.
4:6-7a; cf. Psa. 42:5, 11.

. The issue of Cain’s going out from the Lord’s presence was the

producing of a culture without God—Gen. 4:16-24.

God wants to be everything to man—his maintenance, supply, amusement, and
protection—cf. 15:1.

Man’s loss of God forced him to invent an anti-God human culture, the main
elements of which were cities for existence, cattle-raising for making a living,
music for amusement, and weapons for defense—4:17, 20-22.

DAY 3

In human history Enosh was the landmark of one who
called upon the name of Jehovah—v. 26:
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A.

Enosh was a frail believer who called upon the name of Jehovah to
enjoy Him as his portion—Rom. 10:12; Eph. 3:8:

The name Enosh means “frail, mortal man.”

Enosh realized that he was weak, frail, and mortal, so he had no trust in
himself; if we realize both the vanity of human life and the frailty of man, we
will have no trust in ourselves—Eccl. 1:2; 2:14, 17; 2 Cor. 1:9; Phil. 3:3.

The Hebrew word for call means to “call out to,” “to cry unto,” that
Is, to cry out audibly; because men realized that their life was vanity
and that they were frail and mortal, they spontaneously began to
call upon the name of Jehovah, the eternal One.

Although they were vain and weak, by calling on the name of the
Lord, they were made rich and strong, for they entered into the
riches and strength of the One on whom they called.

DAY 4

Jehovah is the name of intimacy, the name for God coming into an
intimate relationship with man—Gen. 4:26; Exo. 3:13-14:

The name Jehovah means “I am who I am,” that is, the self-existing and ever-
existing One, the One who now is and who forever is—v. 14:

The name of our God is the verb to be; He is the eternal One, and only He is—
Lev. 19:3-4, 10, 12, 14, 167 187 25, 287 30-32, 34, 36'37

As the self-existing and ever-existing One, God is everything; whatever we
need, He is—John 8:58; 6:48; 8:12; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1a; Hymns, #78.
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2. For Enosh to call upon the name of Jehovah indicates that this frail person
lived not by himself but by the great I Am, the ever-existing, eternal One.

E. The proper Christian life is a life of receiving the Spirit continually
by exercising our spirit to call upon the name of the Lord—Gal. 3:2, 5;
John 20:22; Rom. 10:12-13.

F. When we breathe in the Spirit by calling upon the name of the Lord, we
both exhale and inhale; we breathe out the negative things and breathe
in the positive things o f the Lord—Lam. 3:55-56; Hymns, #255.

G. The way to live Christ is to breathe Him, and the way to breathe Him
Is to call upon Him without ceasing—Phil. 1:19-21a; Rom. 10:12-13; 1
Thes. 5:17.

DAY 5

I11. Enoch walked with God by faith to escape death and to
obtain the testimony that he was well pleasing to God—
Gen. 5:22-24; Heb. 11:5-6:

A. To walk with God is to not override God, to not be presumptuous, to not do
things according to our own concept and desire, to not do things according to
the current of the age, and to not do anything without God—cf. Psa. 19:12-13;
Josh. 9:14b; Luke 24:15-17.

B. To walk with God is to take Him as our center and everything, to
live and do things according to God and with God, according to His
revelation and leading, and to do everything with Him—Rom. 8:4,
13-14; Gal. 2:2a; 2 Cor. 5:14-15.

C. To walk with God is to walk by faith; faith means that we believe that God is—v.
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7; Heb. 11:5-6, 1-2; 2 Cor. 4:13, 18:

. Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to God, to make God happy—

Heb. 11:6a.

. To believe that God s, is to believe that He is everything to us and that we are

nothing—John 8:58; Eccl. 1:2.

. To believe that God is implies that we are not; He must be the only One, the

unique One, in everything, and we must be nothing in everything—Gen. 5:24;
Heb. 11:5.

. To believe that God is, is to deny our self; in the whole universe He is, and all of

us are nothing—Luke 9:23.

. I should not be anything; I should not exist; only He should exist—“it is no

longer I who live, but it is Christ”—Gal. 2:20.

DAY 6

. Faith means that we believe that God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek

Him —Heb. 11:6; Gen. 15:1; Phil. 3:8, 14:

. Enoch’s reward was the highest degree of life—escape from death—Heb. 11:5a;

2 Cor. 5:4; Rom. 8:6, 10-11; 5:17.

. The Lord is a rewarder, and we need to be His seekers—Psa. 27:4, 8; 42:1-2;

43:4;73:25; 119:2, 10.

. Faith means that we believe in God’s word—cf. Luke 1:38; Rom.

10:17:

. When Enoch had lived sixty-five years, he had a son and gave him the name

Methuselah (Gen. 5:21); this name has a prophetic significance, meaning “when
he is dead, it will be sent”:
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a. By naming his son Methuselah, Enoch prophesied of the coming judgment of

the flood in the year that Methuselah died, which was Noah’s six hundredth
year—7:6; 5:25-20a:

1) Methuselah begot Lamech at the age of one hundred eighty-seven (v. 25),

Lamech begot Noah when he was one hundred eighty-two (v. 28), and when
Noah was six hundred, the deluge was sent (7:6, 11).

2) If we add these three figures together, we arrive at a total of nine hundred sixty-

nine years, the age that Methuselah died—5:27.

. Enoch’s prophecy was uttered when he was sixty-five, at which time he must have

received God’s revelation, been inspired with the divine will, and learned of the
coming judgment upon the entire ungodly generation of mankind—cf. Jude 14-15.

. Thereafter, day and night Enoch was expecting the fulfillment of that prophecy,

and that expectation motivated him not to follow the current of the age but to
walk with God and thus live a godly and holy life—cf. 2 Pet. 3:10-12:

. Our being raptured depends on our being mature in the divine life by our

walking with God—Heb. 6:1a.

. Enoch continually walked upward with God day and night for three centuries,

becoming closer to God and more one with God each day until “he was not, for
God took him”—Gen. 5:24; cf. S. S. 8:5a.

2013 Summer Training - Message 10 Outline - Page 7



“O—=FE=FIL - F10EMNEH-5E8m: 2013 Summer Training - Message 10 Outline - Page 8



FTE - BA—

Bl 2 "X rizRAES LA - WAZHFH -
ZfREMHAY -

4 "1At A =FEFhSLERY - NFRIFEH
R L - BESFEER FAMMmRIHY -

(EZRMIMAMNEE - ] SEEHKEE -
ARZEFTE - RF (81— 29) - #EEFENE
AtLURMAEERNEY (1 3~4) - BRBE
FRriSey - AR5 - F2HRBcCH#l - 1F
TRUENFARETITNEF  MAREEFEES
MEXE - IRASEMHEHAES - SHHEM -
EABESHIEA - FRAMI{ARERFRZRARAY - &
ETENEHCWER  DEERHENER - AE
EHMEPHERE - — IS BEEHRIEZIE
A - BZMLERLEHIERE T TROBCH
RE - FREVE—HF - Bz NESHFM (E
HMREZRSES” - “—m) -

~

13 &1k 33

BERAFEXRT—ENT - TAMKRLEHIEE
- EEREETHIEEME (F+17-14) -
XIEATEMNRXRBIZMELE - WE S RFHE i
MNEMMNERS (81=15-21) - @I EF
i - M{ABRMHIRB—HFHEEREE - HiIRE
KRB EMINIEPMHINEIR - YIS -
IE - EXM ENE—IXE - IREEZX - &
HZX (ZEHEX - 8llU45%¥1) -

(MI{A) RREHNERIFFEMS (KR+—4) -
fth A fgizk - DE2FMMFEREFPLEMNI L - i

TO—=FEFIIHF-FI0ORBERMES-51nR

« WEEK 10 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:2 "And again she gave birth, to his brother Abel. And Abel was a
tender of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground."

4 "And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his flock, that is, from
their fat portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel and for his offering."

[At the time of Cain and Abel], before the flood, man ate only vegetables and fruits
(Gen. 1:29), for God had not yet ordained that man should eat of the cattle, whose
blood could be shed (Gen. 9:3-4). Therefore, what man gained by feeding sheep was
for presenting offerings to God and not for earning a living for himself. Moreover,
in the sense of man's need for covering because of the fall, the skin that was left
from the sacrificial lamb was for the covering of man's shame before God so that
man could be acceptable to God and thereby could contact God. Therefore, Abel's
occupation indicates that Abel did not live mainly for himself; he lived according to
God's desire primarily for the accomplishing of God's purpose in His redemption.
Likewise, all who believe in God and take the way of God's redemption should care
for God's purpose more than they care for their livelihood. Everything they do should
be for the purpose of serving God. (Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, p. 21)

Today's Reading

According to Hebrews 11:4, Abel's offering, a sacrifice, was offered to God
by faith. Faith comes by hearing the word of the gospel (Rom. 10:17, 14). This
indicates that Abel's parents, Adam and Eve, must have proclaimed to their
children the glad tidings that God had announced to them (Gen. 3:15, 21).
Like his father and mother, Abel believed the gospel and presented his
offering to God according to God's revelation in the word proclaimed by his
parents. Thus, the first family on earth was a family of the gospel, a family of
believers. (Gen. 4:4, footnote 1)

[Abel] worshipped God according to His revelation (Heb. 11:4). Unlike
Cain, Abel presented the firstlings of his flock, which probably were lambs.
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The Bible says that he “brought...from the firstlings of his flock, that is, from
their fat portions” (Gen. 4:4). When he offered the fat, the sacrifice was killed
and the blood was shed, for without killing, it would have been impossible to
have the fat to present to God. Abel realized that he needed an offering with
the shedding of blood. He knew that he had been born of fallen parents and
that he was evil, sinful, and polluted in the eyes of God. Thus, he offered some
firstlings of his flock, shedding the blood for his redemption and burning the
fat for God's satisfaction. Who told him to offer the firstlings of the sheep? He
undoubtedly did this according to the instruction of his parents. What Abel
did corresponded exactly to the requirements of the Mosaic law which was
given later. This proves that his way of worshipping God was according to
God's divine revelation, and not according to his concept.

What Abel did corresponds exactly to the gospel in the New Testament,
which tells us to receive the cleansing of the blood, to deny ourselves,
to put ourselves aside, and to take Christ as our covering. We need to
confess our sins and deny our self. We need to offer Christ as the firstling
of God's sheep and to present His fat as the sweetness which satisfies God,
forgetting ourselves, rejecting ourselves, renouncing ourselves, putting
ourselves aside, and taking Him as our covering. If we do this, we shall
not only live for Him, but by Him. Christ is not only the sacrifice to God,
but also the way of God, the way of redemption and of life. Hebrews 11:4
says that by the sacrifice which he offered in faith as a type of Christ Abel
obtained the witness that he was righteous. By this kind of faith he still
speaks today.

Abel was the first priest. He did not hire a priest to offer his sacrifice
for him; he did it himself. Every Abel is a priest. Do not ask others to
offer your sacrifice. Do not go to a father in the Catholic Church, to a
priest in the Anglican Church, or to a minister or pastor. You must be
the priest, presenting the sacrificial offering. Everyone in the church life
is a priest. We offer Christ to God continually. (Life-study of Genesis, pp.

311, 313-314)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 22-23
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 2 »
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:3 "And in the course of time Cain brought an offering to Jehovah
from the fruit of the ground."

Heb. 11:4 "By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous,
God testifying to his gifts; and through faith, though he has died, he
still speaks."

Jude 11 speaks of those who “have gone in the way of Cain.”...The way
of Cain...is to do good to please God and to worship God presumptuously
by man's own effort and according to man's own invention under the
devil's motivation. The way of Cain is to worship God religiously without
Christ....Satan [was] the motivator within him. Satan usurped the first human
generation by tempting them to take the tree of knowledge. Nevertheless, God
intervened to rescue them and to recover them by His way of redemption.
Although, in a sense, both Adam and Eve were lost, God came in to bring them
back to Himself, opening His redeeming way, the blood-shedding way. That
was God's way of rescue, of salvation. We have seen that Adam and Eve passed
on this way to their children and that Cain, their firstborn, rejected it and took
his own, becoming one with the devil. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 306-307)

Today's Reading

Cain did not follow the way of God's salvation through the anticipated
redemption by the bleeding sacrifice (Gen. 3:21; Heb. 9:22) but continued
man's fall by presumptuously offering the fruit of his own labor to God. Cain's
way of worshipping God was to invent a religion according to his human
concept and opinion (Jude 11 and footnote 1), which were motivated by Satan,
the subtle one (Gen. 4:7 and footnote; 1 John 3:12). (Gen. 4:3, footnote 1)

Abel was persecuted and killed by Cain because he worshipped God in
God's way, not like Cain who worshipped God in his own way. Cain was in
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the flesh, trusting in the fruit of his labor, but Abel had no trust in himself.
He put his trust in his offering. Typically speaking, Abel trusted and boasted
in Christ, having no confidence in the flesh (Phil. 3:3). The worshippers in
the flesh always oppose and persecute those who worship by the Spirit (Gal.
4:29). (Life-study of Genesis, p. 314)

Because Abel presented offerings with the shedding of blood according to God's
revelation and was accepted by God, he incurred Cain's hatred and was killed by
Cain (Gen. 4:4-5, 8). Thus, he became the representative of all those throughout
the ages who take God's way of redemption and life and who because of this are
martyred. The Lord Jesus said to the Pharisees, “I send to you prophets and
wise men and scribes. Some of them you will kill,...and some of them you will
scourge...so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth,
from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zachariah, son of Barachiah,
whom you murdered between the temple and the altar” (Matt. 23:34-35). This
word indicates clearly that in both the Old Testament and New Testament ages, all
those who take God's way of redemption and life will suffer persecution. Therefore,
like Abel, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12).
They all are Abel's followers. (Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, pp. 22-23)

When Cain saw how pleased God was with Abel, His true worshipper, he was
jealous....I believe that Cain murdered Abel because Abel's countenance was
uplifted while Cain's was fallen....Cain fought against Abel because Abel's face
was smiling and shining....If you are happy and are enjoying the Lord, you will
provoke the religious jealousy in others. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 309-310)

After leaving God's presence (Gen. 4:16), Cain constructed a city for his
protection and self-existence....When man lost God, he lost everything.
Man's loss of God forced man to invent human culture, the main elements
of which were cities for existence, cattle-raising for making a living, music
for amusement, and weapons for defense (vv. 20-22). The godless culture
invented in Genesis 4 will continue to develop until it climaxes in the great
Babylon (Rev. 17—18). (Gen. 4:17, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, Isn. 14; Life-study of
Genesis, msg. 24
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:26 "And to Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh.
At that time men began to call upon the name of Jehovah."

Rom. 10:12-13 "For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord is Lord of all and rich to all who call upon Him; for “whoever
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.™

The Hebrew word [for call in Genesis 4:26] means to call out to, to
cry unto, that is, to cry out audibly. Because men realized that their life
was vanity...and that they were frail and mortal,...they spontaneously
began to call upon the name of Jehovah, the eternal One....Although
they were vain and weak, by calling on the name of the Lord, they were
made rich and strong, for they entered into the riches and strength of
the One on whom they called (Rom. 10:12-13 and footnotes). (Gen. 4:26,
footnote 2)

Today's Reading

To escape the second fall of man [as seen in Genesis 4], we must live
for God and worship God according to His way, as Abel did (4:2, 4; cf.
3:21; Heb. 11:4). On the negative side, we should not be presumptuous
[like Cain (Gen. 4:3)]; on the positive side, we should live for God and
worship Him according to His revelation and in His way. It is not only
to live for God and to worship God, but to do so according to the way of
God's revelation.

In Genesis 4 we find two names which are especially meaningful. The
first one is Abel, which means “vanity.” As a result of the fall, the human life
became a vanity. Look at people today. Although they are very busy, within
them there is a gap, a void. Deep within them is a sense of emptiness....This
is exactly what the wise King Solomon meant when he said, “Vanity of
vanities; all is vanity...under the sun” (Eccl. 1:2-3). In order to escape the
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second fall of man we must realize that as fallen men without God everything
we are, have, and do is empty. We are nothing but vanity.

The second name which is especially meaningful is Enosh, which means
“frail, mortal man.” After the fall, not only did human life become a vanity,
but man also became frail and mortal. We must admit that we are frail, weak,
and easily broken. How easily we fail! Man is mortal. No one can boast that
he will live another week. No man knows his tomorrow. To escape the second
fall of man we need to realize both the vanity of human life and the fragility
of man. If we have this realization, we will have no trust in ourselves and,
thus, we will not be presumptuous in departing from the way of God.

When we see that we should not be presumptuous, but should live for God
and worship Him according to His way and realize the vanity of human life
and the fragility of man, we will say, “O Lord, I shouldn't be presumptuous. I
must live for You and worship You in Your way. Lord, my life is vanity. I am
frail and mortal.” When we see that our life is vanity and that we ourselves
are frail, spontaneously we will call upon the name of the Lord....From the
time of Enosh, the third generation of mankind, men began to call upon the
name of the Lord, realizing their weakness, fragility, and mortality.

In Hebrew, the word for the Lord is Jehovah (Gen. 4:26; cf. Exo. 3:14).
The title God is primarily used for God's relation to His creation in Genesis 1.
The name Jehovah is primarily used for God in relation to man starting from
Genesis 2. Jehovah is the name for God coming into an intimate relationship
with man. Hence, Genesis 4:26 does not say that men began to call on the name
of God, but on the name of Jehovah. Men did not call on the One who created
all things, but on the One who was so near to them, on the One who was closely
related to them. The name Jehovah means “I am who I am”; that is, He is the
One existing from eternity to eternity. He is the One who was in the past, who
is in the present, and who will be in the future forever. He is the everlasting
One. When men realized that they were fragile and mortal, they began to call on
Jehovah, the everlasting One. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 332-333)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 25
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 3:14-15 "And God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. And He said,
Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you.
And God also said to Moses, Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel, Jehovah, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name
forever, and this is My memorial from generation to generation."

In Exodus 3:13-18 God purposely points out that besides being God, His
name is Jehovah....In Genesis 1 He uses the name God. In Genesis 2 He uses
a different name—not God, but Jehovah God....Although Abraham knew the
name (because God told him once that His name was Jehovah), he never
knew the meaning of the name. Not until Exodus 3:14-15 did God begin to tell
man the meaning of the name Jehovah.

God is the common name, while Jehovah is the name of intimacy. God
refers to His power, while Jehovah refers to His love. God refers to creation,
while Jehovah refers to His intimacy. (CWWN, vol. 9, pp. 263, 265)

Today's Reading

[In Exodus 3:14-15] God told Moses that He is “I AM WHO I AM” (that
is, Jehovah), which means the self-existing and the ever-existing One. It was
Jehovah who had sent Moses....His name was “I AM WHO I AM.” Who had
sent Moses? The “I Am” had sent him.

How wonderful! I am....Here God does not say fully what He is. He merely
says that He is....This implies that there is something not yet said....On that
day Moses received God's revelation.

If God adds the word power to the words I Am, then He is not
love. If He adds love to the first words, then He is only love and not
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power, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, redemption, comfort,
protection, a high tower, and shelter. God only says that He is, without
saying what He is. This allows those who believe in Him to add in other
terms; actually, they are not terms, they are spiritual realities! We can
add in whatever we want by faith. If we have the need and faith, we can
add whatever we need to the words God is and receive God's answer to
our need. If we need comfort, God is our comfort. If we need a shelter,
God is our shelter. If we need a high tower, God is our high tower. If
we need victory, God is our victory. If we need holiness, God is our
holiness. If we need a way, God is our way (John 14:6). If we need
light, God is our light. If we need the bread of life, God is our bread
of life. Whatever you need can be added to His name....This is like a
checkbook with signatures on all the checks.

Jehovah in the Old Testament is the Jesus in the New Testament. The
meaning of Jesus is “Jehovah our Savior.” When the Lord Jesus was on
earth, He admitted that He was the Jehovah in the Old Testament. He said,
“Unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24). In this
verse the Lord Jesus tells us that He is the “I Am.”...He is everything for
our sake. He is the I Am! He says of Himself that He is the life, He is the
resurrection, He is the light of the world, He is the bread of life, and He is
the good shepherd. We can derive all kinds of supply from the Lord's name.
Once we have His name, we have everything. (CWWN, vol. 9, pp. 266-268)

To call on the Lord also means to cry to Him and to experience spiritual
breathing....[Lamentations 3:55-56] indicates that calling is also crying and
breathing. Crying is the best breathing....By crying and breathing we both
exhale and inhale. Inhaling always follows exhaling. By exhaling we breathe
out all the negative things. Whenever you breathe out the negative things,
the positive things of the Lord will fill you up....When you are about to lose
your temper, do not try to suppress it, but call, “O Lord Jesus.” Then add a
short prayer, “Lord Jesus, I am going to lose my temper.” Do this and see
whether you still lose your temper....By calling on His name all the sinful,
evil, and unclean things will be breathed out, and all the positive things—the
riches of the Lord—will be breathed into you. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 334)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 9, pp. 263-274
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 5:22-24 "And Enoch walked with God after he had begotten
Methuselah three hundred years, and he begot more sons and
daughters. And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty-five
years. And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."

Calling on the name of the Lord was discovered by the third generation,
and, four generations later, the way to escape [death], the ultimate issue of
man's fall, was discovered by the seventh generation, Enoch. Enoch lived
in such a way that he was kept from death both literally and totally. Before
Enoch was taken up by the Lord and while he was living and walking on
earth, death had ceased to kill him. Enoch overcame the killing of death.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 351-352)

Today's Reading

Enoch was the first person to be raptured....The case of Enoch, the first
mention of the rapture, establishes the principle of the rapture. What is the
principle of the rapture? It is to be matured in life by walking with God. Enoch
walked with God for three hundred years, and God took him away (Gen. 5:22-24).

Do you expect to be raptured? If you do, you need to walk with God. We
should not only call upon the name of the Lord, but should also walk with
God. The calling must be followed by the walking. To walk with God is not to
override God, not to be presumptuous, not to do things according to our own
concept and desire, nor to do anything without God. To walk with God is to
take Him as our center and everything, to do things according to His revelation
and leading, and to do everything with Him. It is not only to live for God and to
do things for God, but to live and to do things according to God and with God.
Enoch walked with God in such a way, living and doing things according to
God and with God, not according to his own desire or concept, nor according
to the current of the age in which he lived. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 352)
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The Bible says that if you do not believe in Christ, you have no life (John
3:15-16, 36)....This means that our life is not something that exists forever.
We are today, but eventually we will not be tomorrow. So in the whole
universe, we are nothing. I am nothing. Our hall is nothing. Anaheim is
nothing. California is nothing. The United States is nothing. And the whole
globe is nothing! This is because they do not exist forever. The day will come
when they will not exist; they will be over. Actually, the things that are seen
are not the things that exist; they are vanities (2 Cor. 4:18).

Then what is existing? Who exists? Only the great I Am—I Am That I Am.
He who comes forward to God must believe that God is! Faith is so critical.
Without this, you can never make God happy. You must believe that God is.

Faith is to stop yourself from doing anything. You are nothing. Faith joins
you with God to make God the only One who is. I am not, so I should not be
the one who loves my wife. It should be Christ loving my wife. He is; I am
not. I should not be the one to go shopping. He should be the One. When you
pick up something on sale in the department store, you have to check, “He is
or I am?”

Faith is to stop you from doing anything but to make God everything to
you. This equals Paul's word in Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified with Christ;
and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” Who lives? It
is no longer I. I do not exist. I was terminated. I was crucified. I am finished.
It is no more I, but Christ lives in me. Christ lives. Christ is. Christ exists. I
do not exist. This is the very essence of the short word believe that God is.
To believe that God is implies that you are not. He must be the only One, the
unique One, in everything, and we must be nothing in everything.

The Lord Jesus said, “If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny
himself” (Luke 9:23). This word is the same as what Paul said: “He who
comes forward to God must believe that He is” [Heb. 11:6]. To deny yourself
equals to believe that God is, and to believe that God is equals to deny
yourself. (Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, pp. 74-76)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, msg. 7
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:5-6 "By faith Enoch was translated so that he should not see
death; and he was not found, because God had translated him. For
before his translation he obtained the testimony that he had been well
pleasing to God. But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to
Him, for he who comes forward to God must believe that He is and that
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him."

Hebrews 11:5-6 shows us that before Enoch was taken by God, he believed
in God. This indicates that Enoch not only walked with God, but that he also
believed God...(Heb. 11:5).

Hebrews 11:6 says that if you believe in God, you will also believe that He
is a rewarder. He not only exists; He is a rewarder. Why does God reward
people? Because He is anxious to have man living for and fulfilling His
purpose....Enoch was God's seeker, and God was his rewarder. He sought
God and walked with God, and God rewarded him. (Life-study of Genesis,

pp- 355-356)
Today's Reading

What reward did God give Enoch? God gave him the highest degree of
life—escape from death....What a reward that was!...The Lord is a rewarder,
and we need to be His seekers. Enoch believed this and practiced it. He
believed that God was and that He would be a rewarder to him if he sought
Him out.

When Enoch had lived sixty-five years, he begot a son, giving him the
name Methuselah (Gen. 5:22). The name Methuselah has a prophetic
significance. It means “when he is dead, it will be sent.” That was a prophecy
of the deluge. By naming his son Methuselah, Enoch prophesied of the
coming judgment of the deluge. Undoubtedly he did this by the Spirit of
God. He received God's revelation and did not set His will aside. He was
inspired with the divine will and learned of the coming judgment upon the
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entire ungodly generation. I believe that the prophecy recorded by Jude
has a double fulfillment [Jude 14-15]. Enoch might have believed that the
judgment of the deluge was the Lord's coming with ten thousands of His
saints to execute judgment upon the ungodly.

Enoch's prophecy regarding the flood was uttered when he was sixty-five
years of age. Thereafter, day and night, Enoch was expecting the fulfillment of
that prophecy, and that expectation caused him to walk with God. Although
the whole generation and everything in it was ungodly, he himself did not dare
to be ungodly. He was holy and walked with God, hoping to be saved from
God's judgment. Enoch held on to this expectation for three hundred years.
Nevertheless, the judgment did not come during that period of time. It was not
to come until nine hundred sixty-nine years after Methuselah was born.

The flood came in the year that Methuselah died. Methuselah begot
Lamech at the age of one hundred eighty-seven (Gen. 5:25), and Lamech
begot Noah when he was one hundred eighty-two (5:28). When Noah was six
hundred years old, the deluge was sent (7:11). If we add these three figures
together, we arrive at a total of nine hundred sixty-nine years, the age at
which Methuselah died.

Do not think that Enoch's being taken away by God happened suddenly. Do not
think that one moment he was on earth and that the next he was in heaven. Enoch
did not walk up and down with God; neither did he walk in a zigzag pattern. He
continually walked upward until he touched heaven. At the age of three hundred
sixty-five, as he was nearly touching heaven, God said to him, “Dear child, I am
here. Come with Me.” And Enoch was taken away....Enoch walked with God day
and night for three centuries, for more than a hundred thousand days. Enoch
walked with God day by day, a little closer to God each day than the day before.

We must go on from Genesis 4, progressing from calling to
walking....Calling makes you living. However, walking always kills you. But
it will also resurrect you. Walking firstly kills you; then it resurrects you to
make you so living in enjoying the presence of God. (Life-study of Genesis,

pp. 356-358, 353-355)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 26; Truth Lessons—Level
Two, vol. 2, Isn. 15
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WEEK 10 — HYMN
Hymns, #1194

1

There are two lines to live by in our living today—

One the life line to bring us into Christ all the way.

But the other is knowledge which will make us die;

We must be very careful on which line we abide.

Oh, we'll stay on God's life line, never turning aside.

We don't care for vain knowledge, which will cause us to die.
Lord, we'll touch You by calling on Your name each day;
Living in Your appearing, in Your presence we'll stay.

2

Lord, we would be as Abel, fully contacting You;

Not by knowledge or concept, but by life fresh and new.
Just as Enosh began to call upon Your name,

And as Enoch who walked with You, we'll do just the same.
3

Keep us living and walking as did old Abraham;

In Your holy appearing to be transfused like him.

As did Isaac and Jacob, Moses lived this way—

So dependent upon Your presence with him each day.

4

Full enjoyment had David, ate the life-giving tree.
Daniel prayed to his God and lived by Him constantly.
Jesus lived by the Father to be life complete;

Now as His living Body of the life tree we'll eat.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Eleven

Noah—the Life and Work That Can Change the Age

Scripture Reading: Gen. 6:5-22; 7:13, 16; Heb. 11:7

Outline
DAY 1
Noah'’s life was a life that changed the age—Phil. 1:19-21a:

God showed Noah the true situation of the corrupt age in which he
lived—Gen. 6:3, 5, 11, 13; Matt. 24:37-39; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

“But Noah found favor [grace] in the sight of Jehovah”—Gen. 6:8:

. When Satan has done his best to damage the situation, there have always been

some who found grace in the eyes of God to become ones who turned the age—
cf. Dan. 1:8; 9:23; 10:11, 19.

. The main purpose of the record of Genesis is not to show the fall but to show

how much God’s grace can do for fallen people; grace is God Himself, the
presence of God, enjoyed by us to be everything to us and to do everything in
us, through us, and for us; grace is God coming to us to be our life supply, our
strength, and our everything—John 1:14, 16-17; Rev. 22:21:

. The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with those who love Him—Eph. 6:24;

John 21:15-17.
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. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ as the bountiful supply of the Triune God is

enjoyed by us through the exercise of our human spirit—Heb. 10:29b; Gal. 6:18;
Phil. 4:23; Philem. 25; 2 Tim. 4:22.

. God's word is the word of grace—Acts 20:32; Col. 3:16; cf. Jer. 15:16.

. We experience the processed Triune God as the grace of life in meeting with the

saints on the ground of oneness—Psa. 133:3; 1 Pet. 3:7; Acts 4:33; 11:23.

. We can experience the Lord as our increasing and all-sufficient grace in the

midst of sufferings and trials—2 Cor. 12:9.

. We need to labor for the Lord in the power of His grace—1 Cor. 15:10, 58;

3:10, 12a.

. We need to be good stewards of the varied grace of God—1 Pet. 4:10; Eph. 3:2;

2 Cor. 1:15; Eph. 4:29.

. By the power of grace, the strength of grace, and the life of grace, we can be

right with God and with one another; grace produces righteousness—Heb. 11:7;
Rom. 5:17, 21.

DAY 2

. Like his great-grandfather Enoch (Gen. 5:22-24), Noah walked

with God by faith (6:9; Heb. 11:7), which was God’s divine element
transfused and infused into him to be his believing ability (Rom.
3:22); as a result, he became heir of God's righteousness (cf. 4:3, 9)
and a herald of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) as a protest against the
evil generation; Noah's righteousness strengthened God's standing
to execute His judgment upon that ungodly generation.
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. The ark that Noah built is a type of the practical and present Christ

as God's salvation, and to build the ark is to build up the practical
and present Christ as God'’s salvation in our experience for the
building up of the Body of Christ as the corporate Christ; according
to Philippians, this is to work out our own salvation—2:12-13:

. To build the ark is to work out our own salvation, which is to build up Christ in

our experience for the building up of the Body of Christ, the corporate Christ.

. What Noah worked on and entered into was God’s salvation, the ark; we should

have a practical and present Christ into whom we can enter as God’s salvation.

DAY 3

. The salvation in Philippians 2:12 is not eternal salvation from God’s

condemnation and from the lake of fire but the daily and constant salvation
that is Christ as a living person; although we have eternal salvation, we need
further salvation from the crooked and perverted generation—v. 15.

. Today we are in the passage of God's salvation; we have entered into this passage,

and our going through this passage is our working out our own salvation:

. The more Noah built the ark, the more he passed through God’s salvation, and

eventually, he entered into what he worked out—Gen. 7:7.

. The very Christ whom we are building up in our experience today will become

our future salvation; one day, under God’s sovereignty we will enter into the
very Christ whom we have built up.

. Even today, if we build up Christ in our experience, we will be able to abide in

Christ, to dwell in Christ—John 15:5:

1) To build up Christ in our experience is to love the Lord, to talk to Him by
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calling on His name, and to fellowship with Him, living by Him and walking
together with Him day after day and hour after hour to be a “co- walker” with
God so that we can be a coworker with God—Gen. 5:22-24; 6:9.

2) Then we build up Christ in our experience so that we can enter into Him as our

A.

salvation.

All four chapters of Philippians refer to the all-inclusive, living person of Christ
as our salvation:

In Philippians 1 salvation is to live Christ and magnify Christ in any
circumstance.

In Philippians 2 salvation is to reflect Christ by holding forth the word of life.

In Philippians 3 salvation is the righteousness of God, that is, God Himself
embodied in Christ.

In Philippians 4 salvation is Christ Himself as the life that is true, digni fied,
righteous, pure, lovely, well spoken of, and full of virtue and praise.

DAY 4

Noah’s work was a work that changed the age—2 Cor. 6:1;
Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:12a:

God gave Noah an all-inclusive revelation, a further revelation,
the revelation to build the ark, which was the way that God would
terminate the corrupted generation and bring in a new age; Noah
built the ark not according to his own imagination but absolutely
according to God's revelation and divine instructions by faith—Gen.
6:15a; Heb. 11:6-7; cf. Exo. 25:9: 1 Chron. 28:11-19; 1 Cor. 3:10-12;
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Eph. 2:20a:

. The ark is a type of Christ—not only the individual Christ but also the corporate

Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the new man to consummate
in the New Jerusalem—1 Pet. 3:20-21; Matt. 16:18; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16;
Col. 3:10-11; Rev. 21:2.

. The building of the ark typifies the building of the corporate Christ, with the

element of Christ’s riches as the building material, by those who work together
with God—1 Cor. 3:9-12a; Eph. 4:12; 2:22.

. This building is the working of Christ into people to build them together by

Christ so that they may become God’s manifestation in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16;
1Cor. 3:94a, 10, 12a; Rom. 11:36.

. By building the ark and entering into it, Noah was not only saved from

God's judgment on the evil generation through the flood but was also
separated from that generation and ushered into a new age—Gen. 6:5-22.

. Likewise, by building the church and entering into the church life,

we will be saved from God's judgment on today’s evil generation
through the great tribulation and will be separated from that
generation to be ushered into a new age, the age of the millennium —
Heb. 11:7; Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 21:36; Rev. 3:10.

. The length of the ark was three hundred cubits, the width fifty cubits,

and the height thirty cubits (Gen. 6:15); the basic numbers in God'’s
building are three and five (cf. Exo. 27), which signify the mingling
of the Triune God with man through His divine dispensing (2 Cor.
13:14; Eph. 4:4-6).

DAY 5
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. The ark was of three stories: the lower, the second, and the third—Gen. 6:16:

. The three sections of the tabernacle signify the depths into which we all must

enter; the three stories of the ark signify the height to which we all must attain.

. The three stories of the ark signify the Triune God; the Spirit brings us to the

Son, and the Son brings us to the Father; when we come to the Father, we are
in the third story—Luke 15:4-7, 8-10, 18-23; Eph. 2:18.

. We need to enter into the deepest and highest intimacy with our Triune God so

that He can bring us to the “third story” to show us His mysteries, secrets, and
hidden treasures—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Cor. 2:10; Exo. 33:11.

. In the ark there was one opening toward the heavens for light—Gen. 6:16:

. The Hebrew word for opening has the same root as the word for noon;

this means that when we are under the opening, the window, we are in the
noontime and are full of light—cf. Prov. 4:18.

. Just as there was only one window, one opening, in the ark, there is only

one window, one revelation, and one vision through one ministry in God’s
building—Acts 26:19; Gal. 1:6-9; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; cf. 2 Kings 2:2, 9, 13-15.

DAY 6

. There was only one door, one entrance, into the ark; this one door is

Christ—Gen. 7:13, 16; John 10:9:

. Noah’s entering into the ark is a type of our entering into Christ—3:16; Gal. 3:27.

. Once we believe into the Lord Jesus, we are “shut in” by God with no way to get

out of Him—cf. John 10:28-29; Psa. 139:7-12.

. The ark was made of gopher wood, a kind of cypress, a resinous wood
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that can withstand the attack of water; this is a figure of the crucified
Christ, who can withstand the waters of death—Gen. 6:14; Acts 2:24.

. The ark was covered within and without with pitch, a type of the

redeeming blood of Christ, which covers God’s building within and
without—Gen. 6:14; Heb. 9:14; Exo. 12:13:

. The Hebrew word for pitch has the same root as the word for expiation, which

means “to cover”; Noah and his family were saved from the judgment of the
flood by the pitch upon the ark, signifying that the believers in Christ are saved
from God's judgment by the redeeming blood of Christ—Rom. 5:9.

. Whenever we look at the blood, we have peace; whenever God looks at the

blood, He is satisfied; whenever Satan looks at the blood, he is unable to attack;
whenever the angels look at the blood, they rejoice—Rev. 12:11.

. The water through which Noah passed is a figure of the water of

baptism—1 Pet. 3:20-21:

. The pitch on the ark, signifying the blood of Christ, saved Noah from the

judgment of the flood, whereas the water of the flood, signifying the water of
baptism, not only judged the world but also separated Noah from the evil age—
Exo. 14:26-30; Acts 2:40-41.

. The water of the flood delivered Noah out of the old manner of life into a new

environment; in like manner, the water of baptism delivers us out of the inherited
vain manner of life into a manner of life in resurrection in Christ—Rom. 6:3-5.
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:7-9 "And Jehovah said, I will blot out the man whom | have created
from the surface of the ground...for | repent that I have made them. But
Noah found favor in the sight of Jehovah. These are the generations
of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generations; and
Noah walked with God."

The falls portrayed in the book of Genesis are the background of a very
positive picture which shows what God has done with the fallen human
race. The main purpose of the record of Genesis is not to show the fall, but
to show how much God's grace can do for fallen people. The fall is a black
background which helps us see a white picture....In Genesis 3 we saw man's
first fall and what God did for fallen mankind. In Genesis 4 we saw man's
second fall and something further which God did for the fallen people....We
shall see what God did as a result of man's third fall. (Life-study of Genesis,
p. 373)

Noah was able to walk with God (Gen. 6:9) in that crooked, perverted,
and adulterous generation because he found grace (cf. Heb. 4:16). Grace is
God coming to us to be our life supply, our strength, and our everything (see
footnote 1 on 1 Cor. 15:10). Such grace enabled Noah to overcome the flesh
and to live a righteous life (Ezek. 14:14; cf. Rom. 5:17-21 and footnotes). (Gen.
6:8, footnote 2)

Today's Reading

When God had His first look at mankind in Genesis 1, He was happy and
pleased with man [v. 31]. When God had another look at man in Genesis
6, He saw that man had become wicked and corrupt to the uttermost, and
it grieved Him that He had made man. What a change from Genesis 1!
Originally, man was on such a high level, but, beginning at chapter 3, he
descended lower and lower. What would you have done if you had been
God? Perhaps you would have said, “Forget about it.” But what about God's
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eternal purpose? Is not God the eternal God? Can the eternal God change?
God is not a temporary God, but an eternal God. In Him there is no shadow
of change (James 1:17). Once He makes a decision, it stands for eternity. If
God had forgotten His eternal purpose, His enemy would have laughed at
Him, saying, “You intended to create man to defeat me, but instead of You
defeating me, I have defeated You.” Will God be defeated? Never! Then what
should God do? The answer, the same in principle throughout the centuries,
Is found in Genesis 6:8: “But Noah found favor in the sight of Jehovah.”

This is one of the greatest verses in the book of Genesis. Satan was
glad to hear that God was going to destroy man from the face of the earth,
but Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. That turned the situation
and changed the age. Hallelujah, God was not defeated! In the midst of
apparent defeat, there was victory through a man who found grace in the
eyes of the Lord. That was the turning point. If you read history along with
the Bible, you will see that in every generation, when Satan has done his
best to damage the situation to the uttermost, there has always been one
man or a few people who found grace in the eyes of God and who became
the ones who turned the age. Remember the history of Israel. Although
they degraded lower and lower until they reached the bottom, there was,
much to the surprise of the enemy, a young man named Daniel. Daniel 1:8
says, “But Daniel set his heart not to defile himself with the king's choice
provision and with the wine that the king drank.” There in the book of
Daniel it says, “But Daniel”; here in Genesis 6:8 it says, “But Noah.” At the
bottom of man's fall, there is always a “but.”

If we look at Noah's life, we shall see that it was not simply a matter of
walking with God or of building the ark. The basic and crucial point is that
God used Noah to change the age. The enemy had driven the situation to the
bottom, and even God repented that He had made man. There seemed to be
no hope. But Noah found grace. Noah's life was a life that changed the age.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 388-389)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 28-29
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 2 >

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:7 "By faith Noah, having been divinely instructed concerning
things not yet seen and being moved by pious fear, prepared an ark for
the salvation of his house, through which he condemned the world, and
became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith."

Faith is not something produced out from ourselves. Faith is something
of God that is transfused into our being. The more we touch the throne
of God and the more we look to the Lord, the more we are transfused
and infused with all that He is. When He is transfused and infused into
our being, His very divine element infused within us becomes our faith.
When you touch the throne of grace and are transfused with God, you will
believe in God spontaneously. There is no need for you to strive to believe
in Him. Once God's element has been infused into you, something within
you springs up to believe in Him....We do not know how to believe, and we
cannot believe. However, if you simply come to the throne of grace, looking
unto Him, touching Him, and finding grace, you will be infused with the
believing God. He will believe in and for you. He will be your faith. (Life-
study of Genesis, p. 378)

Today's Reading

Like his great-grandfather Enoch (Gen. 5:22-24), Noah walked with
God by faith (Heb. 11:7), which was God's divine element transfused and
infused into him to be his believing ability (Rom. 3:22 and footnote). As a
result, he became heir of God's righteousness (cf. Rom. 4:3, 9) and a herald
of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) as a protest against the evil generation. Noah's
righteousness strengthened God's standing to execute His judgment upon
that ungodly generation. (Gen. 6:9, footnote 1)

As a continuation of Enoch, Noah not only walked with God (Gen. 6:9),
but went further and worked with God according to God's salvation (Gen.
6:14)....God wants to build up the ark for His testimony. He would not do it
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by Himself directly. He would only build up the ark through the persons who
are His co-workers. The co-workers of God must be co-walkers. If you do not
walk with God, you can never work with God. Are you building up the local
church? That is wonderful! But you have to walk with God.

The ark built by Noah was a type, not of a historical Christ, but of a
present Christ....We are building up a practical and present Christ to be a
salvation, not only to ourselves, but also to others. The local churches are
building up the ark for the salvation of so many others, because we are now
in a common interest with God.

God carries out His dispensation that He might be dispensed into all His
people. At least a little bit of the divine nature was dispensed into Adam.
More was dispensed into Abel. Still more was dispensed into Enosh and
into Enoch. A greater portion was dispensed into Noah so that he could
become a co-worker of God. He could have a common interest with God.
Are you not today's Noah? You have to say, Yes! Why? Because first you
got fallen, and then you got redeemed. Then you got brought back to God,
and today you are calling on His name. You also are walking with Him and
working with Him. What is your interest today? | have the assurance that
deep within you there is the conviction that your interest today is common
with God. Your interest is just God's interest. This is why you would forget
about so many other things except the church life. You love the church life
because God is for the church, and the church is God's interest. You are
one with God, so His interest is your interest. This means you are today's
Noah. Eventually Noah with his entire family entered into the ark, entered
into what he had worked for God and with God (Gen. 7:7) to be kept away
from the judgment of death-water. Today we should follow the same steps,
not only to work with God, but to enter into what we have worked with
God and for God, that we may enjoy the practical and present Christ and
be kept away from the judgment of death. (The Divine Dispensing of the
Divine Trinity, pp. 21-23)

Further Reading: The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 2; Life-
study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 30
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:12 "So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in
my presence only but now much rather in my absence, work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling."

Gen. 7:7 "And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him
went into the ark because of the waters of the flood."

Today we are saved. But we still need to work on Christ. Noah also was
saved before he began working on the ark. If he were not saved, how could
he have been charged to work together with God? By the time God came
and charged Noah to build the ark, he was already walking with God and in
the eyes of God was a righteous man in that age (Gen. 6:9)....Since he was
already saved, why did he need to build the ark? He needed further salvation
from the corrupted world.

Paul told us in Philippians 2:12 that we need to be obedient and to
work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Although we have
been saved, we still need to work out our salvation. God's salvation is
not so short or so brief or so simple. God's salvation has a long span. We
have to enter into God's salvation and to go through from one end of
God's salvation to the other end. (The Divine Dispensing of the Divine
Trinity, p. 28)

Today's Reading

Today we are in the passage of God's salvation. We have entered into this
passage. Now we are going through this passage, and our going through is
our working....The more [Noah] built the ark, the more he passed through
God's salvation. Eventually he entered into what he worked out (Gen. 7:7).
Dear saints, the very Christ you are building up will become your future
salvation. One day under God's sovereignty you will enter into the very Christ
whom you have built up.
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If you work together with the Lord in your daily experience, you
surely build up something of Christ, and eventually you get into what you
have built up, and you dwell in this Christ as your enjoyment. Then you
abide in Christ. Many Christians realize that John 15 speaks of abiding
in Christ, but not many know what it means to abide in Christ. First you
need to build up Christ. If you do not build up Christ, you have no Christ
to abide in. Doctrinally this may sound strange, but experientially it is
right. You have Christ, but do you abide in Christ? We may have Christ
in doctrine and yet have no Christ in experience to abide in. Just to
have Christ in doctrine means nothing. You need to have Christ in your
experience. Just to believe in Christ is sufficient for you to have Him. But
to abide in Christ needs some building up. You have to build up Christ
for you to abide in Him. What does it mean to build up Christ? By your
experience you know. You have to love Him. You have to talk to Him by
calling on His name. You have to live by Him. You have to pass through
all the experiences of Adam and Abel and Enosh and Enoch, and then
you have to come to be Noah. Then you will have something built up.

If you spend from Monday through Saturday loving the Lord,
fellowshipping with Him, living by Him, and walking together with Him,
surely on the Lord's Day you would have the deep sensation that you are in
Christ. You would have a practical and present Christ for you to abide in. But
if, on the other hand, you spent from Monday through Saturday not loving
the Lord and not fellowshipping with Him, not living in Him, and not walking
with Him, even if you wanted to abide in Him today, you would feel that He
is absent. In your experience He is not with you....This would mean that for
the past week you did not build Christ. You did not work on the ark. So when
the flood came, you had no ark to enter into. But when you love Him and
fellowship with Him and live by Him and walk with Him day after day and
hour after hour, you build Him up in your experience. You build up a Christ
In your experience for you to enter into as your salvation. We all need to build
up Christ. (The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, pp. 28-30)

Further Reading: The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity, ch. 3; The
Experience and Growth in Life, msgs. 13-14
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:15 "...The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width
fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits."

1 Pet. 3:20-21 "...In the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared;
entering into which, a few, that is, eight souls, were brought safely
through by water. Which water, as the antitype, also now saves you,
that is, baptism..."

The ark is a type of Christ (1 Pet. 3:20-21), not only the individual Christ
but also the corporate Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the
new man (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 3:10-11). The building of the ark
typifies the building of the corporate Christ, with the element of Christ's riches
as the building material, by those who work together with God (1 Cor. 3:9-12a;
2 Cor. 6:1; Eph. 3:8-10; 4:12). By building the ark and entering into it, Noah
was not only saved from God's judgment on the evil generation through the
flood, but was also separated from that generation and ushered into a new age
(1 Pet. 3:20 and footnote 3). Likewise, by building the church and entering
into the church life, we will be saved from God's judgment on today's evil
generation through the great tribulation (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 1
Thes. 5:3) and will be separated from that generation (Luke 21:36; Rev. 3:10)
and ushered into a new age, the age of the millennium. (Gen. 6:14, footnote 1)

Today's Reading

God gave Noah what was nearly an all-inclusive revelation....Although Enoch
prophesied that when his son Methuselah died the deluge would come...and
that God's judgment would be executed upon the corrupted earth, and although
he even prophesied about the Lord's coming (Jude 14), Enoch never received
the vision of the way that God would terminate the corrupted generation and
bring in a new age....One day, God came to Noah and revealed it to him. As a
result of this, Noah's view of godly things was greatly broadened, and he saw
much more than all his forefathers did....We all need such a revelation.
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In principle, our situation is exactly the same as Noah's. Today's
generation is corrupt, and the earth is filled with evil and violence. It seems
that, according to man's concept, God has been defeated and driven out of
the earth....From the first century of the Christian era until the present...we
have inherited all the godly ways that were exercised in the past centuries.
But should we stop here?...How about God's purpose?...He needs an ark that
can bring His people out of this generation and start a new age....We cannot
build the ark by our imagination. Like Noah, we must receive a revelation
concerning God's need of the ark.

The ark had three stories (Gen. 6:16). Since the height of the ark was thirty
cubits [v. 15], each story must have been ten cubits high. These dimensions
are very meaningful.

In the Bible the number three firstly signifies the Triune God—God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit (Matt. 28:19), [particularly in His
dispensing of Himself into people]. Whenever the Bible speaks of God
mingling with man, of God entering into man, or of God being dispensed
into man, it always uses the matter of the Trinity. Consider, for example, 2
Corinthians 13:14: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”...[This] is the Triune
God in the process of dispensing, of getting Himself into us, and of bringing
us into all His riches.

The number five...[as illustrated by] the five fingers on each of your hands
[is]...composed of four plus one....The thumb is number one, representing
the one God as the Creator. Four is the number of God's creature, like the
four living creatures (Rev. 4:6). Thus, four plus one means man, God's
creature, plus God....God's building is simply to build Himself into us, and
us into Him, making Him one with us and making us one with Him. So, in
the ark, the basic numbers of three and five signify that this building is the
mingling of God and man. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 392-393, 399-400,

402-403)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, Isns. 16-17
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:16 "You shall make an opening for light for the ark, and you shall
finish it up to a cubit from the top; and you shall put the entrance of the
ark in its side; you shall make it with lower, second, and third stories."

Eph. 2:18 "For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the
Father."

The first, second, and third stories signify the height of the ark [Gen.
6:16]. The three sections of the tabernacle signify the depths into which we
all must enter. The three stories of the ark signify the height which we all
must attain. In one sense we are getting deeper, and in another sense we are
getting higher. Undoubtedly, the three stories of the ark signify the Triune
God. In the Trinity of the Godhead, we always say, the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit. Which person of the Trinity is the first story? It is easy to say who
is the second, for we all know that the Son is in the middle. But is God the
Father or God the Spirit the first story? In Luke 15 we find three parables:
the shepherd recovering the lost sheep, the woman seeking and finding the
lost coin, and the father receiving the returned prodigal. The first parable
concerns the Son, the second concerns the Spirit, and the third concerns
the Father. According to our experience, the Spirit firstly came to us, found
us, brought us to the Son, and inspired us to believe in the Son. After we
believed in the Son, we called, “O Father.” The Spirit brings us to the Son,
and the Son brings us to the Father. When we come to the Father, we are in
the third story. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 404)

Today's Reading

The first story of the ark is of the Spirit. Many Christians like to talk about
the so-called baptism in the Holy Spirit and about the charismatic things, but
this is all in the first story. We all must go to the Spirit in order to know the
Son, Christ. To know Christ is different; it is higher. Someday we shall all reach
the story of the Father. This is the highest, greatest, and most mysterious.

2013 Summer Training - Message 11 Morning Revival - Page 9



BERAE—H=FENERE  RUORFCEHI
AR - FAFIERESE—F - F=ERLES
"B MESENEARE  BRUEMRLEETE -
HIRFEMEHIIFERE - HEASFRIAS=F
= IBRAVEMW - WEBWNERSIRE

BREMRMECSKELRE - REEBEES—E -
FE - AERF=F? KBS - MLMEF -
JLFFMILEE - BBRESE=F - .. HKE@RIIERL
iE - REKTIT7THE—EF RELBES -EE -

EERINRERTHANSE - ®H R LAE—FEH
RKMmANE (EXR) (8l)N16) - PBEXREH -
"ENRT RS "IEF" BEFIR - XERER
HMEF T - IMMEBELET - IREEMXT - &
T REMRBESF—E -FE B2F=F-
ThEMIRFRGENIZERSSIEA - RBUI TS
RO EBEGE - i) JiEBI3 K% Bt
AXENXDP - B NI S I —LEXREZAIEE -
EMNFMAELAMIUARSE—HFRAEHRBEE -
HESRMEBILE—IEE - TiC@I AREMMME
Al - —tINREFER Y - B—HFSBEEET -
EMNERMIZELET - . IRONES - RVE
Rp#shs ; IRAYEHED - (RFVER(E -

#hRERA-F&- - . BERE—1T AR
A—E - EFEFRSSIFERN - OOFEBSMAE
HEFABSAREZEI (MNM—6~9 - Z+/X17 -
RAI—3) - EHMNEKLANENESPRIZET—
BRE&E - XA ZMNEK -~ B IEFHR - RizM
REXR - ZHHNBEPRE—BEH - — 1B -
— 1T RE - HKEMN LSRN (BItHicEmixs -
MAMZEMANRDT) -

2ix : titticEawmixs -

B=+7

TO—=FEFIILH-F1I1IRmMEMES-5F101

Suppose I have a residence of three stories. If you are not my special friend, I
would only admit you into the first story. I would not allow you into the second.
If you are my good friend, I would admit you into the second story. However,
unless you are so intimately related to me, | would never bring you into the
third story to show you some of my mysteries, secrets, and hidden treasures.

Suppose that you are now in the ark. Would you prefer to stay in the first,
second, or third story? | have no doubt that Noah, his sons, and daughters-
in-law were in the third story....I can testify to you that I have passed the first
story. | want to go higher and higher.

Following this, we come to the matter of light. In the ark there was
one window toward the heavens (Gen. 6:16). That was the skylight. The
Hebrew word for window, [or opening,] has the same root as the word
for noon. This means that when you are under the window, you are in the
noontime. You are in the sunshine and are full of light. Whether you are
in the first, second, or third story is proved by the degree of light that you
have. I have seen a good number of fervent Christians. In a sense they
were on fire, but they were not so much in the light. I have also met some
other dear saints whose presence made everything clear....Whenever a
person sat down with [Brother Nee], all of his darkness vanished, and
everything became clear. In his presence it was noontime....The more
light you have, the higher you are, and the less light you have, the lower
you are.

There was only one window in the ark....There is only one window and
only one light. The apostle Paul said that we must reject the doctrines
different from what he preached and taught (Gal. 1:6-9; Rom. 16:17; 1
Tim. 1:3). In God's economy and in God's church there should be only
one window. The light should not come from the north, south, east, or
west, but from the sky. In the building of God, there is only one window,
one revelation, and one vision. The light comes from above. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 405-406)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 30
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 6 >

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:14 "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make rooms in
the ark and shall cover it within and without with pitch."

16-17 "...You shall put the entrance of the ark in its side;...And now I am about
to bring a flood of water upon the earth to destroy from under heaven all
flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die."

The ark had one door, [or entrance,]| on the side (Gen. 6:16). No one
has ever dropped into the ark from the heavens. We all came in through
the side. There is only one door, one way, to get in....In the ark there is one
opening for the light and one entrance for all to get in. We all, including the
apostle Paul, came through the same door. The door is Christ. (Life-study
of Genesis, p. 406)

Today's Reading

The ark was made of gopher wood (Gen. 6:14)..., [which] is a cypress, full
of resin; it is a kind of resinous wood. It can stand the attack of water....Gopher
wood was able to withstand the attack of the flood water....Cypress is a figure
of the crucified Christ. The crucified Christ can withstand the waters of
death. He tasted death, and death could do nothing to Him. The ark made of
gopher wood passed through the flood, and the flood attacked it again and
again, but no damage was incurred. This signifies the solidness of Christ as
the crucified One. Christ is the real gopher wood....The flood waters of death
cannot damage Him.

Christ is not only the crucified One, but also the One who shed His blood
to cover us from the penalty of our sins. So, the ark was pitched within
and without with pitch (6:14). The Hebrew word for pitch has the same
root as the Hebrew word for atonement [or expiation]. The main meaning
of this Hebrew root is “to cover.” The word for the cover of the Ark of the
Testimony, the mercy seat, also comes from this same root. This means that
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in Christ we have the full covering. We all are covered with His redemption.
Death cannot damage Him, and so no condemnation or judgment can reach
us, because we are under the covering of Christ's redemption.

The pitch signifies the redeeming of Christ, which covers God's building
within and without....Perhaps when the flood was attacking the ark, the
people within were frightened....The pitch inside the ark was for their peace.
The pitch outside the ark was for God's satisfaction. The covering of the pitch
without was also for Satan and the angels. This is a picture of the blood.
Whenever we look at the blood, we have peace. Whenever God looks at the
blood, He is satisfied. Whenever Satan looks at the blood, he is unable to
attack. Whenever the angels look at the blood, they rejoice.

To be saved through water is a matter of baptism. First Peter 3:20-21 reveals
that the water through which Noah passed was a figure of baptism. It may be
considered as the first mention of baptism in the Bible. Thus, it was the seed of
baptism. This seed of baptism was firstly developed in the case of the children
of Israel passing through the Red Sea....The passing through the waters of the
Red Sea was a clear type of the baptism with water [cf. 1 Cor. 10:1-2]. Later,
when the New Testament age came, the first thing that transpired to open up
this age was baptism with water. God sent John the Baptist to carry this out.

Undoubtedly Noah was under God's condemnation. He was also under
the evil power of the age in which he lived. Noah built an ark which was
pitched within and without with pitch. The pitch was a type of the redeeming
blood. Thus, Noah was saved from God's judgment by the pitch upon the ark.

The flood sent by God was a judgment upon the evil world. That
judging flood [saved and] separated Noah from that age....The water
that judged the world saved Noah from that evil generation. As a result
of the two aspects of God's full salvation, Noah was saved from God's
condemnation as well as from that evil generation. (Life-study of Genesis,

PP. 406-407, 412, 414-415)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 31; The Vision of the Age,
chs. 2-3
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WEEK 11 — HYMN
Hymns, #1268

1

When Noah worked upon the ark as God to him decreed,

So many others watched, yet to his words they gave no heed.

But Noah heard the voice of God and did His word obey;

His business was to build the ark; he couldn't waste a day.

Now Jesus' testimony, we in the churches see,

The ark of testimony built in each locality.

2

The generation at that time was evil and perverse;

The wickedness upon the earth was waxing worse and worse.
But Noah stood against the age and ne'er the vision lost.

The ark of testimony must be built at any cost.

4

One day the ark was finished and eight souls were led aboard.
God shut the door and then the heavens opened and outpoured.
It rained, but Noah took no thought for he was safe inside.
When all the earth was flooded, he above it all did ride.

5

The ark was just God's testimony on the earth that time.

For God had found a corporate man through whom His light could shine.
He needed something built through which He'd fully be expressed,
And now it is the local church where God is manifest.

6

Be careful lest this age would lead you from God's heart's desire.
For Jesus' testimony must set all our hearts afire.

The local churches are the ark, God's testimony true.

For this we leave the age behind and give our hearts anew.
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2013 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of GENESIS (1)

Message Twelve

A Seed of the Church Life and a Shadow of the Kingdom

Scripture Reading: Gen. 8:1—9:27; 1 Pet. 3:20-21; Rom. 6:3-5; John 3:3, 5; Matt.

16:18-19; Rom. 14:17; Rev. 11:15
Outline
DAY 1 & DAY 2

I. With Noah and his family we have a seed of the church

A.

life—Gen. 8:1—9:17:

The ark of Noah passed through the water of death and came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat; this is a type of Christ in resurrection passing
through death and resurrecting out of death—8:4; 1 Pet. 3:20-21:

Since the ark is a type of Christ, the fact that the ark passed through the water
and came out of the water signifies Christ in resurrection.

Christ, and Christ alone, could enter into death and come forth out of death in
resurrection because He is resurrection and is of resurrection—John 11:25; Acts
2:24: Rev. 1:18.

Eight persons were in the ark when it passed through the flood and when it
came to rest on the mountain—Gen. 7:7:

Whatever the ark experienced, they also experienced by being in the ark.

This illustrates how the believers, by being in Christ, were crucified and
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resurrected with Christ—1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:4; Rom. 6:6; 2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 2:20g;
Eph. 2:6; Col. 2:12; 3:1.

. Because we are in Christ, His experience has become ours—1 Cor. 1:30.

. The living of Noah and his family after the flood signifies the living of

the church in Christ's resurrection; this is a seed of the church life—
Gen. 8:4—9:17:

DAY 3

. Eight people emerged from the ark—8:18:

. Christ was resurrected on the first day of the week, or the day after the

Sabbath—the eighth day of the old week; thus, the number eight signifies
resurrection—John 20:1; cf. Gen. 17:12.

. Since all the believers in Christ, the components of the church, were included in

Christ’s resurrection, they are the resurrected people—Eph. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:3.

. The altar is a type of the cross of Christ, and the offerings are types of the

different aspects of Christ—Gen. 8:20-21:

. The building of an altar and the offerings on it signify the offering of Christ to

God through the cross.

. The first thing we need to do in the church life is to be terminated on the

cross and then experience Christ and offer to God the Christ whom we have
experienced in different aspects for God’s satisfaction—Eph. 5:2; Heb. 13:15; 1
Pet. 2:5.

. In the church life we are brought back to God’s original purpose for the

expression and representation of God—Gen. 9:1-7; 1:26.
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As those who have been baptized into Christ, the believers should
walk in newness of life in order to live the church life in the
resurrection life of Christ for the building up of the Body of Christ—
Rom. 6:3-5; 12:4-5.

DAY 4

. In the Gospel of John we have a picture of the church life in

resurrection—2:1-22; 12:1-11:

Christ, who is resurrection and life (11:25), changes death into life for the
building of the house of God—2:1-22.

John 12:1-11 is a miniature of the church life in Christ’s resurrection—a
corporate life produced by the resurrection life, a life of feasting in the presence
of the Lord, and a life with the functions of serving, testifying, and loving.

God’s covenant with Noah and the rainbow as a token of His
covenant signify that we are the church of the covenant, living in the
reality of the new covenant of grace—Gen. 9:8-17:

Our Christian life and church life are a covenant life; because the church life
is a life under God'’s covenant, we can actually be called the church of the
covenant—Hebh. 13:20-21.

We should live under the new covenant and not believe in any failure,
weakness, or negative thing; we are the covenanted people, and we have a verse
of promise to meet every situation—Lam. 3:22-23; Rom. 8:1; 2 Cor. 12:9; 2
Tim. 1:10; 2:1; 1 John 1:9; 1 Cor. 1.9.

DAY 5

With Noah and his family we have a shadow of the
kingdom—Gen. 9:1-7, 18-27:
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. Noah and his family lived a life in resurrection, and this life in

resurrection was a shadow of the kingdom—38:4, 18; 9:1-7:

. As the head of a new race after the flood, Noah was the deputy authority

under God; this was a shadow of the kingdom of God, the reality of which is
in the church life and the manifestation of which will be the kingdom in the
millennium—v. 6; Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17.

. The ruling with God-given authority among men on the new earth signifies the

reigning of God’s kingdom in resurrection life—Gen. 9:6; Heb. 12:28.

. In God’s government Noah is a good example; although he made a mistake

and had a failure, he nevertheless was strong to represent God in speaking
governmentally—Gen. 9:18-27.

DAY 6

. The New Testament is a book of the kingdom of God; the entire New

Testament is on the kingdom—Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Rev. 11:15; 12:10:

. The kingdom of God is a divine sphere for God to work out His plan; it is a realm

where God can exercise His authority to accomplish what He intends—Matt. 6:10.

. The kingdom of God is the ruling, the reigning, of God with all its blessing and

enjoyment—v. 33; Luke 12:32; Col. 1:13.

. As God incarnate, the Lord Jesus came to establish the kingdom of God, to

establish a realm in which God can carry out His purpose through the exercise
of His authority—John 1:1, 14; 3:3, 5; 18:36.

. The New Testament preaches the gospel in the way of the kingdom; the gospel

is for the kingdom, and the gospel is proclaimed so that rebellious sinners
might be saved, qualified, and equipped to enter into the kingdom—Mark 1:14-
15; Matt. 4:17; Acts 8:12.
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. The kingdom of God is the Lord Jesus as the seed of life sown into His believers

and developing into a realm over which God can rule as His kingdom in His
divine life—Luke 17:20-21; Mark 4:3, 26.

. The kingdom of God is the shining of the reality of the Lord Jesus; to be under

His shining is to be in the kingdom—9:1-2.

. The kingdom of God is a realm not only of the divine dominion but also of the

divine species, in which are all the divine things—John 3:3, 5.

. The kingdom is the church life today; thus, to practice the church life is to

practice the kingdom—Rom. 14:17; Rev. 1:5-6, 9.

. Those who always put God’s kingdom before them—that which touches God's

will and His enemy—are the most useful workers in the hands of God—Matt.
6:33; 7:21; 25:21, 23; Col. 4:11.

10.The work of the church is to bring in the kingdom of God; the kingdom

produces the church, the church brings in the kingdom, and the ultimate issue
Is the New Jerusalem—the kingdom of God in eternity in the new heaven and
new earth—Matt. 13:43; 6:10; 12:22-28; Rev. 11:15; 12:10; 21:1-2, 10; 22:1, 5.
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<« WEEK 12 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 8:4 "And the ark came to rest in the seventh month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat."

1 Pet. 3:20-21 "...The long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
while the ark was being prepared; entering into which, a few, that is,
eight souls, were brought safely through by water. Which water, as the
antitype, also now saves you, that is, baptism..."

After the flood, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat (Gen. 8:4).
That also was a sign, a type, a shadow of the resurrection of Christ. According
to the Bible, the ark was a type of Christ. The ark passing through water
signifies Christ passing through the death waters under God's judgment.
When the ark rested upon the mountains, it signified that Christ was
resurrected out of the death waters. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 423)

Today's Reading

The very fact that the ark passed through the water and came out of the water
signifies Christ in resurrection, since the ark itself is a type of Christ....Christ
could come forth out of death in resurrection because He is resurrection and
Is of resurrection. Because Christ is the unigque One of resurrection, He had
the strength to pass through death. According to Acts 2:24, death could not
hold Him. But when any other person enters into the realm of death, he is held
there....Christ not only entered into death and passed through it, but He even
deliberately stayed in the realm of death for three days. When those three days
were over, He walked out of death. Because Christ is resurrection, He could
simply walk out of death. This is signified by the ark of Noah, which entered into
the death waters, stayed in the death waters, passed through the death waters,
and came out of the death waters. This is a type of the Christ in resurrection.

In His resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b)
to come into us (John 20:22) and to impart His resurrection life to us.
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Now this resurrection life with the life-giving Spirit makes every aspect of
Christ's death real and effective to us in our experience. (Life-study of 1
Peter, p. 227)

First Peter 1:3 says that we have been regenerated through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This indicates we have been identified with
Christ, just as the eight persons in Noah's family were identified with the
ark. Because they were in the ark, they were one with the ark. Wherever the
ark was, they were, and whatever the ark experienced, they experienced. The
ark's history was their biography; the ark's life was their life. For us to be
regenerated through the resurrection of Christ means that we are identified
with Christ—we were put into Christ and are one with Christ. (The Building
of the Church, p. 41)

What do we find after the resurrection? We see a new living. Noah and the
seven other people had a new living. | would also like to call your attention
to the fact that the number of people in the ark was eight. The number eight
means resurrection. A week has seven days, and the beginning of a new
week is the eighth day. Christ was resurrected on the first day of the week,
that is, on the eighth day (John 20:1)....In this new living, the people were in
resurrection. Whatever they did was in resurrection.

Not many Christians realize the true significance of the type in this
portion of the Word....All Christians agree that the ark was a type of
Christ, and 1 Peter 3:20-21 tells us clearly that the passing through the
flood was a prefigure of baptism. Based upon these two facts, we must
realize that everything related to Noah and to the seven people that
were with him after the flood must also be a part of the complete type,
forming a full picture of the type....What does the living of those eight
people after the flood signify? It signifies the church life. The living of
the resurrected people after the resurrection was the church life. (Life-
study of Genesis, pp. 424-425)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 31; Life-study of 1 Peter,
msg. 25
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:30 "But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us
from God: both righteousness and sanctification and redemption."

Gen. 8:15-16 "And God spoke to Noah, saying, Go forth from the ark, you
and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives with you."

18 "So Noah went forth, as well as his sons and his wife and his sons' wives
with him."

Through faith and through baptism we all have been put into an organic
union with the Triune God. It is through the resurrection of Christ that we
are brought into the Triune God. Then we have an organic union with the
Triune God. Now in the Triune God and with the Triune God we enjoy the
divine life and the life-giving Spirit. Therefore, after we have been baptized,
we have the divine life and the life-giving Spirit to make the figure of baptism
real and living to us in our experience. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 225)

Today's Reading

The effectiveness of Christ's death is in the Spirit of resurrection. Christ
died to take away our sin (John 1:29), and He died for our sins, bearing
our sins away (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Pet. 2:24). Christ's death now keeps us free
from sin (Rom. 6:7). But the effectiveness of this death is in Christ's
resurrection. The reality and effectiveness of the death of Christ are in the
life-giving Spirit in resurrection. When the life-giving Spirit comes into us
with resurrection life, this Spirit makes the death of Christ effective in our
experience. Immediately and spontaneously, we are free from sin, and we
enjoy the redemption accomplished by Christ on the cross. (Life-study of 1
Peter, p. 226)

The eight persons in the ark signify us, the New Testament believers. |
would like to say a word to the young people. When | was a young Christian,
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I exercised my mentality very much about the statements in the Bible that
say that we are in Christ. | tried to figure out how we could be in Christ. |
could neither see the reality of this nor understand its significance. One day,
as I was considering what Noah's ark passed through, the Lord showed me
that the eight persons in the ark were a picture showing us how it is that
we are in Christ. Those eight persons were in the ark when the ark passed
through the flood. Thus, they also passed through the flood in the ark, but
they themselves did not touch the flood. It was the ark that withstood the
flood waters. This answers the questions of how Christ's crucifixion can be
ours and how we were crucified in Christ. When the ark came out of the
flood, the eight people in it also came out. When the ark rested upon the
mountaintop, the eight persons also were resurrected and rested on the
mountaintop in the ark. Ephesians 2:6 says that we were raised up together
with Christ. Before we were born, we were resurrected. When Christ was
resurrected out from the death waters, we were in Him. Therefore, in the
church we are resurrected people.

If we look at the picture of the type, we shall see that the church is another
community; it is not the old society. The old community and society have
been buried. When we were baptized, we buried the old community and
society. The flood came and buried Noah's old society, and only eight persons
were resurrected. Now the living of those eight persons on the new line must
be a type of the church life. We are the church people, and the church people
are a resurrected people. We are another community, another society. The
church life is a new community.

After the flood, the eight persons saved through the ark began to have a
new living. Before the flood, they saw many evil and ungodly things. But they
were saved, separated, resurrected, and ushered into a new living. That new
living was a type of the church life. In addition to all the other seeds sown in
the book of Genesis, the seed of the church life is also sown there. Every part
of the living of the eight people was a prefigure of a part of the church life.
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 425-426)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 1, Isn. 3; Truth
Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, Isn. 17
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<« WEEK 12 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 8:20 "And Noah built an altar to Jehovah and took of every clean
beast and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar."

9:1 "And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth."

Eight people emerged from the ark. Christ was resurrected on the first day
of the week, that is, the eighth day of the old week...; thus, the number eight
signifies resurrection. Since all the believers, the components of the church,
were included in Christ's resurrection (Eph. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:3), they are the
resurrected people.

Eight persons were in the ark when it passed through the flood and when
it came to rest on the mountain. Thus, whatever the ark experienced, they
also experienced by being in the ark. This illustrates how the believers, by
being in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:4), were crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6;
2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 2:20a) and also resurrected with Christ (Eph. 2:6; Col. 2:12;
3:1). Because we are in Christ, His experience has become ours. (Gen. 8:18,
footnote)

Today's Reading

[In Genesis 8:20] the altar is a type of the cross of Christ, and the offerings
are types of the different aspects of Christ (Lev. 1—7 and footnotes). The
building of an altar and the offering of offerings on it signify the offering of
Christ to God through the cross. In the church life, the first thing we must do
Is not to work for God but to go to the cross to be terminated; then we need
to experience Christ and offer to God the Christ whom we have experienced
in different aspects for God's satisfaction. (Gen. 8:20, footnote 1)

Man's fall brought in the curse (Gen. 3:17); the offering of Christ to God
through the cross in the church life keeps the curse away and brings in the
blessing (8:22; Gal. 3:13-14). The ultimate curse is death, and the greatest
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blessing is life (Psa. 133:3). (Gen. 8:21, footnote 2)

The church life goes back to the beginning for the fulfillment of God's
purpose (Gen. 9:1-2, 6-7). In the beginning was the expression of God and the
representation of God (1:26). God created man in His own image that he might
express Him, and He committed man with His dominion that he might represent
Him. Man failed God in both of these. So, God saved eight people through water
and brought them in resurrection into a new age. Then God restated His goal
to resurrected mankind. This is the church life. In the church life, we have been
brought back to God's original goal, which is that man express and represent Him.

We are a resurrected people, a people who have been brought back
from the fall to the beginning. We were fallen in Adam, but we have been
recovered in Christ. In Christ, we have been brought back to the beginning
for the expression and representation of God. In the church life, we have the
life to express God. We may tell people, “Do you want to see God? Do you
want to know God? Come to the church and you will see Him. In the church
you will see God's expression.” Furthermore, the church has been authorized
to represent God in this age on earth. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 431-432)

After baptism we become a new person in resurrection. Resurrection is
not only a future state; it is also a present process. To walk in newness of life
means to live today in the realm of resurrection and to reign in life. This kind
of living deals with all that is of Adam in us until we are fully transformed
and conformed to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). (Rom. 6:4, footnote 4)

[In Romans 6:5 in the likeness of His resurrection] does not refer to a
future, objective resurrection but to the present process of growth. When
we were baptized, we grew together with Christ in the likeness of His death;
now, through His death we are growing into His resurrection. Just as the
element of Christ's death is found only in Him, so the element of Christ's
resurrection is found only in Christ Himself. He Himself is resurrection (John
11:25). After experiencing a proper baptism, we continue to grow in and with
Christ in the likeness of His resurrection, that is, to walk in newness of life.
(Rom. 6:5, footnote 3)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 32; Life-study of Romans,
msg. 11
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

John 11:25 "Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live."

Gen. 9:12-13 "And God said, This is the sign of the covenant which I am
making between Me and you and every living animal that is with you,
for perpetual generations: | set My bow in the clouds, and it shall be for
a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth."

I have the full confidence that in the church life the Lord is changing death
into life....This is the experience of the Lord Jesus in resurrection. He dwells
in us, and every day He is changing our water into wine. Praise the Lord that
In resurrection He is changing water into wine! He is not merely improving
our behavior—He is transforming us. (The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John, p. 53)

Today's Reading

Let us now consider the other sign in John 2, the sign of building up
the mystical Body of Christ....Our living as Christians is simply a matter of
the changing of death into life for the building up of the mystical Body of
Christ....This is the proper, genuine, and complete Christian life. There is
no third item in our Christian life. Now we are in this building by our daily
living, and our daily living is a matter of changing water into wine.

We may summarize our Christian life by saying that [it] is the changing
of death into life, water into wine, for the building up of the Body of
Christ....Our living is the changing of death into life. What are we doing
here? We are carrying out the work of building up the church, the Body
of Christ. This is our living, and this is our goal....\We have a living of the
eternal life, the eternal zoe, for the purpose of building up the mystical
Body of Christ.
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[In John 12:1-11 in the] house in Bethany we have a miniature of the church
life. We have a picture of the church life and also of the church meeting. Yes,
the scale in John 12 is small, but the picture is perfect, complete. What is the
church life according to the portrait in John 12? The church life is a life where
some are serving the Lord, some are expressing their love for the Lord, and
some are doing nothing except testifying of resurrection life. According to this
picture, everyone is feasting with the Lord. This is the church life.

Because they had the Lord Jesus Himself with them, Lazarus, Martha,
and Mary certainly would not have left Him to go to worship in the temple.
They had been attracted by the Lord Jesus; He was a strong magnet drawing
them to Himself. Who was this Jesus to whom they were attracted? He was
the very God incarnate, that is, God in the flesh, God in humanity. This
incarnated God was enjoying Himself with His disciples there in Bethany,
and His disciples were enjoying Him with God and with one another.
Together they were having a marvelous enjoyment. This is a picture of the
church life. (The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the
Writings of John, pp. 54-55, 288)

After the flood, the eight persons became people of the covenant....In the
church life, in Christ's resurrection, we are the covenant people....\We are not
living under any of our convictions, considerations, or lies; we are living under
God's covenant. We are now living under the New Testament. Are you weak?
Are you going to lose your temper, hit your wife, or love the world? You can say,
“No, for the Bible tells me so.” We are secured, guaranteed, and protected by
the promises in God's covenant....What is the significance of the rainbow that
God set in the cloud as a token of the covenant (Gen. 9:12-17)? It signifies God's
faithfulness. God's faithfulness is the rainbow....Our Christian life and church
life are absolutely a covenant life....We are the covenanted people, and we have a
verse of promise to meet every situation. We must stand under the covenant and
not believe in any failure, weakness, darkness, or negative thing....The church
life is such a life, and the church people are a people under the covenant. We can
actually be called the church of the covenant. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 436-438)

Further Reading: The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the
Writings of John, chs. 5, 31
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed, for
in the image of God He made man."

Heb. 12:28 "Therefore receiving an unshakable kingdom, let us have
grace, through which we may serve God well-pleasingly with piety
and fear."

The kingdom is one of the many truths that is sown as a seed in the
book of Genesis, developed throughout the Bible, and reaped as a harvest
In Revelation. We have already seen that, after the flood, Noah and his
family lived a life in resurrection and that such a life was a shadow of the
church. Now we shall see that this life in resurrection was also a shadow of
the kingdom. The kingdom is a very great subject in the Bible. It is a most
significant matter. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 467)

Today's Reading

The kingdom is implied in Genesis 9:1-7. Verse 6...is a crucial verse in
the book of Genesis. All Bible teachers agree that in this verse, a verse which
indicates that God has given man authority over other men, we can see
here the beginning of human government. Before that time, God had never
given man authority over others. All men were directly under God. But,
due to the fall, there is a rebellious nature in mankind. For this reason, God
established a certain authority on earth to be His deputy to rule over man.
From the beginning of the book of Genesis until the time of 9:6, there was no
indication that, apart from the husband being the head over his wife (3:16),
God had given man authority over others. However, after the flood, when in
resurrection man lived on the earth in a new way, God established a deputy
authority on earth....Noah was God's deputy authority after the flood. As
the head of a new race, he was the deputy authority under God. Adam was
not God's deputy authority over man. He was appointed to have authority
over the creatures, not over man. If you read Genesis 1 carefully, you will
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see that Adam had authority over the fish, the fowl, the cattle, the creeping
things, and “over every living thing that moves upon the earth” (vv. 26, 28).
But there is not one word to indicate that Adam was given authority over
other men. But after Noah became the head of a new race, God gave him
authority not only over creatures other than man, but also over man....If you
read Genesis 9 carefully, you will see a shadow of the kingdom. What is a
kingdom? A kingdom is a rule, a reign....The ruling with God-given authority
among men on the new earth signifies the reigning of God's kingdom in
resurrection life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 467-468)

In the garden, before the fall, man was directly under the rule of God.
After the fall, man was under the rule of his own conscience (Gen. 3:7-
10). However, the rule of human conscience did not work well, and man
fell further into wickedness (6:5, 11). Thus, after the flood, God authorized
man to rule over other men, and human government began (Rom. 13:1
and footnotes 3 and 4)....This was a shadow of the kingdom of God, the
reality of which is the church life in God's New Testament economy, and the
manifestation of which will be the kingdom in the millennium (see footnotes
4 in Matt. 5:3 and 1 in Heb. 12:28). (Gen. 9:6, footnote 1)

Noah was the father of the family and the leader of mankind. Everyone
looked to him. He failed and was exposed. He could have been humble,
confessed, and admitted that he had failed. However, since God had
established him as the leader, he had to speak, not according to his
convictions, but according to God's government.

Do not judge Noah according to the human concept. In God's government,
Noah was a good example. Though he failed, he was still so strong to represent
God in speaking governmentally. It was difficult for Noah to do that. Do not look
at Noah from his side, from the side of his failure. You must look at the situation
from the side of the government of God. Undoubtedly Noah was wrong. He was
loose, careless, drunken, and naked. Nevertheless, we must look at Noah from
the perspective of God's government. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 443)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 33-35; The Conclusion of
the New Testament, msgs. 154-159, 240-242, 244
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<« WEEK 12 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:17 "From that time Jesus began to proclaim and to say, Repent,
for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near."

Rev. 22:5 "And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light
of a lamp and of the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon
them; and they will reign forever and ever."

The intrinsic essence of the gospel is the kingdom. The gospel is preached
for the kingdom, and the kingdom is a divine sphere for God to work out His
plan, a realm where God can exercise His authority to accomplish what He
intends. The only way for God to reach His goal is through the kingdom.

The kingdom of God is the ruling, the reigning, of God with all its blessing
and enjoyment. It is the goal of the gospel of God and of Jesus Christ.

Not being able to fulfill His purpose through the first Adam and his
descendants, God came through incarnation as the last Adam. As God
incarnate, the Lord Jesus came to establish the kingdom of God, to establish
a realm in which God can carry out His purpose through the exercise of His
authority. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 120, 48, 119)

Today's Reading

The whole New Testament is on the kingdom....The kingdom is preached in
the opening chapters of the Gospels. The New Testament preaches the gospel in
the way of the kingdom....The gospel is proclaimed that people might be saved,
qualified, and equipped to enter into the kingdom....The gospel of the kingdom
brings the rebellious sinners into the church. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 471)

The kingdom of God is the Lord Jesus as the seed of life sown into His
believers, God's chosen people, and developing into a realm which God
may rule as His kingdom in His divine life. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2640)
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The kingdom is the shining of the reality of the Lord Jesus. Whenever
He is shining over you and you are under that shining, you are in the
kingdom....The kingdom is not merely a dispensation, a sphere, or a realm. It
is the realization of the reality of the Lord Jesus. Whenever He is spreading
by shining over you, you are in the kingdom, and the kingdom has come in
power. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” pp. 18-19)

The kingdom of God is the reign of God. This divine reign is a realm, not
only of the divine dominion but also of the divine species, in which are all the
divine things. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 123)

“The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” [Rom. 14:17]. This verse is a strong proof
that the church in the church age is the kingdom of God, because the context
here is dealing with the church life in the present age....To practice the
church life is to practice the kingdom. Therefore, the church life in the Lord's
recovery is the practice of the kingdom of God. (Life-study of Mark, p. 122)

Those who always put God's kingdom before them—that which touches
God's will and His enemy—are the most useful workers in the hands of God.
(CWWN, vol. 8, p. 20)

The kingdom produces the church, the church brings in the kingdom, and
the ultimate issue is the kingdom and the church....How does the church
become an actuality? It is through the exercise of kingdom authority. When
the church has ceded to the kingdom the right to rule and has submitted
to its sway, the church then brings the dominion of heaven to the earth. All
the way through the New Testament we see the church blending with the
kingdom and the kingdom blending with the church, until eventually this
blending issues in the New Jerusalem. In the New Jerusalem, where you can
detect the nature of the church and the conditions of the kingdom, God is
able to express His sovereignty fully and can therefore execute His will and
display His glory. (The Kingdom and the Church, pp. 34-35)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msg. 13; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msgs. 251-253; The Kingdom and the Church, chs. 1-3
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WEEK 12 — HYMN
Hymns, #941

1

God's kingdom is God's reigning,
His glory to maintain;

Itis His sovereign ruling,

His order to sustain.

He exercises fully

His own authority

Within His kingdom ever

And to eternity.

2

Upon the throne, the center

Of government divine,

God reigns, and with His purpose
Brings everything in line.

God's headship and His lordship
He only can maintain

As King within His kingdom,
O'er everything to reign.

3

By reigning in His kingdom

God worketh all His will,

And under His dominion

His purpose doth fulfill.

'Tis only in God's kingdom

His blessing we may know;

'Tis from His throne almighty
The stream of life doth flow.

4
Submitted to God's ruling,

All virtue thus will win;
Rebellion to His Headship

Is but the root of sin.

The evil aim of Satan—

God's throne to overthrow;

Our aim and goal is ever

His rule to fully know.

5

Within God's sovereign kingdom
His Christ is magnified;

When Christ in life is reigning,
The Father's glorified.

When God is in dominion,

All things are truly blessed;
When Christ for God is reigning,
God's glory is expressed.

6

In fulness of the seasons

God's Christ will head up all,
Then all will own His reigning
And worship, great and small.
Such reign in life and glory

The Church e'en now foretastes,
And to His rule submitting

Unto His kingdom hastes.
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