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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference

The Intrinsic Significance of the Church

Banners
The issue of the experience of the Triune God as life
Is the church as the Father’s house for His dwelling,
as the Son’s vine for His spreading,
and as the Spirit’s child for His moving;
the oneness of the churchis
the oneness of the believers in the Triune God,
and the building up of the church
requires that we take the shepherding way

to have a life of ministering Christ to others in love.
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The Intrinsic Significance of the Church
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Message 4-The Lord’s Prayer in John 17 for His Glorification and for the
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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference

The Intrinsic Significance of the Church

Message One

The Father’s House

Scripture Reading: John 14:1-3, 6, 10-11, 20, 23; 1:4, 14, 16; 11:25

DAY 1

I. According to the revelation in the Gospel of John, the
issue, the divine result, of the experience of the Triune
God as life is the church (10:10b; 11:25; 14:2-3; 15:1;
16:20-21).

II. The central thought of John 14 is that we must believe
into God and thereby enter into God (v. 1):

A. To believe in God is objective, but to believe into God is subjective; it
is the subjective believing that brings us into God.

B. It is by believing into the Lord that we enter into Him to be one
with Him, to partake of Him, and to participate in all that He has
accomplished for us (3:15).

C. Through believing into Christ we have an organic union with

Him, and our being is merged into His so that we two may be one
organically (15:4-5).

DAY 2
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III. The Father’s house is a matter of the Triune God—
through incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection—
working Himself into the believers in order to be fully
mingled with them so that He may build them up as an
organism for His dwelling and expression (14:2-3, 23):

A. In 2:16 “My Father’s house” refers to the dwelling place of God on
earth, the temple; the temple is a type, or figure, of the body of Jesus,
which in resurrection has been enlarged to be the Body of Christ (vv.
19-22).

B. “My Father’s house” in 14:2 is the Body of Christ, the church as the
house of God (Eph. 1:22-23; 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:21-22).

C. The Father’s house is a divine and human incorporation of the
processed and consummated God constituted with His redeemed,
regenerated, and transformed elect (John 14:20).

D. In the Father’s house are many abodes (v. 2):

1. The many abodes are the many members of the Body of Christ, which is
God’s temple (Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 3:16-17).

2. All the believers in Christ are the abodes in God'’s building, the Father’s
house; this building is the Body of Christ, and all the abodes are members
of the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; 2:21-22; 5:30; 1 Cor. 12:27).

E. “l go to prepare a place for you” means that the Lord would prepare
a place, accomplish redemption, open up the way, and make a
standing for us to enter into God (John 14:2-3, 6):

DAY 3
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By death and resurrection the Lord Jesus paved the way and prepared the
place so that we might be brought into God (v. 20).

By His death and resurrection the Lord Jesus prepared a standing for us
before God and in God; in this way He prepared a place for us in God (wv.
2-3, 6).

The standing in God, being enlarged, becomes the standing in the Body of
Christ (Rom. 12:4-5; Eph. 5:30; 1 Cor. 12:27):

Anyone who does not have a standing, a place, in God does not have a
place in the Body of Christ, which is the Father’s house, the dwelling place
of God (Eph. 1:22-23; 2:21-22).

As believers in Christ, we all have a place in God and a place in the Body,
and now we should live in the place prepared for us through the death and
resurrection of Christ (John 14:2-3, 20; 1 Cor. 12:27).

DAY 4

The Lord’s coming brought God into man, and His going brought
man into God; by this coming and going, He builds up the house of
God by building God into man and man into God (John 1:14; 10:10b;
14:2-3).

By the Spirit and through His death and resurrection, the Son of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ, is building an organism, the church,
which is His Body and the Father’s house, produced by the mingling
of the Triune God with His chosen and redeemed people (vv. 7-24).

. The Father’s house is built up by the constant visitation to the

redeemed elect of the Father and the Son with the Spirit (v. 23).
The Father’s house is in three stages: the stage of God incarnate, the
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church, and the consummate stage—the New Jerusalem (2:19-21;
Rev. 21:2-3, 9-10).
#H A
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NEER—HTW2~3, 23:

DAY 5
IV. We need to see the intrinsic significance of the living in
the church as the Father’s house (John 14:2-3, 23):
BEAEEXNEXE  NERENZEmMN=— A
ME——4 026353 +—25 - +@6-
a3

To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in the Triune God
as life (1:4; 5:26; 6:53; 11:25; 14:6).
BEASEXNRE  JEREEXDT—4
N\12 -

B. To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in the light (1:4;
8:12).
—TECBEERNERE NEEEEFJZZE— C. Tolive in the church as the Father’s house is to live in resurrection
+—25- (11:25).
MEFESEEXNFTE  NEEERMMEME D. To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in grace and
£——14-16~17 - +M6-13- reality (1:14, 16-17; 14:6; 16:13).
hEEBEERXNETE  NEEEMEEIME  E. Toliveinthe church as the Father's house is to live in the divine glory
=1+t 22~23- (17:22-23).
B 5< DAY 6
NEFECDEERXNERE  NEFZHEESHMEIE F. Tolive in the church as the Father’s house is to live in a house of
MER (X)E—FM13-+RH7 16+ prayer and worship (14:13; 15:7, 16; 16:23-24; 4:23-24).
23~24 . [0 23~24 -
+ FEBEERNEE  NEBWEWEEF— G. To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live a life of
+10~11-15~17 » ——15~17 - shepherding (10:10-11, 15-17; 21:15-17).
N\ EEABEXNRE  NEEEMNEER - H.
SR EBEmE—_— 19~21 - +M 23 -

O N ERERESS

To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in and for God’s
building (2:19-21; 14:23).
-ElEMBE -5 48
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. To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in the divine and
mystical realm of the consummated Spirit for the keeping of oneness

(7:39; 14:16-20; 16:33; 17:11, 21, 23).
J. To live in the church as the Father’s house is to live in the divine and

human incorporation of the processed and consummated Triune God
with the redeemed and regenerated tripartite believers (14:10-11, 20).
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WEEK 1 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment
John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.

11:25 Jesus said to her, | am the resurrection and the life; he who believes
Into Me, even if he should die, shall live.

14:1 Do not let your heart be troubled; believe into God, believe also into
Me.

The Gospel of John is a book of life. This life is simply the Triune God
Himself....Life always has an issue. Living things bring forth fruit. Surely the
divine life will have a divine result. In the Gospel of John the Triune God as
the divine life brings forth the church. Though this actual term is not used
in John, the implication is strongly apparent. (The Mending Ministry of
John, p. 37)

Today’s Reading

Believing God is different from believing into God. You may say that
you believe God, but do you believe into God? In Greek the preposition
in means “into,” that is, to believe into God. In other words, this is not an
objective believing; it is a subjective believing. The basic thought of John
14 is that the Lord intends to help or instruct the disciples to be in God. We
must remember that to believe God is objective but to believe into God is
subjective. It is this kind of subjective believing that brings us into God. In
effect, the Lord was saying, “If you believe into God, you must also believe
into Me.” The preposition into is very important. It is regrettable that many
have the wrong concept, thinking that to believe in God means to believe
God. We must not miss the preposition. It is not a matter of believing the fact
objectively; it is a matter of the subjective believing that brings us into God.
The central thought of this chapter is that we must believe into God.
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To believe in the Lord means to receive Him (John 1:12). The Lord is
receivable. He is now the life-giving Spirit, with His complete redemption,
waiting for and expecting us to receive Him. Our spirit is the receiving
organ. We can receive the Lord’s Spirit into our spirit by believing in Him.
Once we believe in Him, He, as the Spirit, enters into our spirit. Then we
are regenerated by Him, the life-giving Spirit, and become one spirit with
Him (1 Cor. 6:17). The phrase “believes in” in John 3:16, 18, and 36 literally
translated should be “believes into Him.” When we believe in the Lord, we
believe into Him. By believing in Him, we get into Him to be one with Him,
to partake of Him, and to participate in all that He has accomplished for us.
By believing into Him, we are identified with Him in all that He is and in all
that He has passed through, accomplished, attained, and obtained. As we
become one with Him by believing into Him, we are saved and regenerated
by Him as life. It is by believing into Him that we partake of Him as life and
are regenerated in Him. (Life-study of John, pp. 354, 117)

As the many branches of the vine, the believers of Christ are members
of the Christ of God to form the organism of the Triune God in the divine
dispensing. In John 15:5 the Lord Jesus declared, “I am the vine; you are the
branches.” Such a statement implies that Christ and His believers are one
tree. Christ and the believers, the vine with the branches, form the organism
of the Triune God in the divine dispensing. The vine in John 15, therefore, is
a universal vine comprising Christ and His believers as the branches. In this
vine, this organism, the Triune God lives, expresses Himself, and dispenses
Himself to the uttermost.

Christ, the infinite God, is the vine, and we are His branches. We are
actually branches of the infinite God, organically one with Him. This means
that we have been organically joined to the Triune God. Now we are part of
God, even as the members of our bodies are parts of us. If we are in the light,
we shall see that we are members of Christ, that we are part of Him. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2930)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 284-286
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

John 2:16 And to those who were selling the doves He said, Take these things
away from here; do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise.

14:2 In My Father’s house are many abodes; if it were not so, | would have
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.

According to the natural concept, most Christians think that the Father’s
house mentioned in John 14:2 must refer to the third heaven where God the
Father dwells. But we must not interpret the Bible according to our natural
concepts. Rather, we must interpret the Scripture with the Scripture. We
must understand the Bible according to and with the Bible. The phrase My
Father’s house is used twice in the Gospel of John. It is used the first time in
2:16, where it clearly refers to the temple, the dwelling place of God on earth.
The temple is a type, a figure, of the body of Jesus (2:21), which, as we have
seen, has in resurrection been enlarged into the Body of Christ. We must pay
our full attention to this point. (Life-study of John, p. 354)

Today’s Reading

In John 2:16 My Father’s house is the temple on earth. It does not
denote a place in the heavens, but God’s temple on earth. Since the temple
Is the type of the body of Jesus, the body of Jesus is the tabernacle (1:14),
the temple, for God’s dwelling place on earth. This interpretation of the
phrase My Father’s house is clearly shown in chapter 2. We must apply this
definition to 14:2, where we have the same phrase. We should not take this
phrase in 14:2 to have a different meaning from the same phrase found in
2:16, for that would be illogical. The second time that this phrase is used in
the same Gospel it must have the same definition as the first time it is used.
Thus, the Father’s house in chapter 14 must also mean God’s dwelling place
on earth. It cannot mean the third heaven. In chapter 2 the Father’s house is
eventually the Body of Christ, and in chapter 14 it must also be the Body of
Christ. No one can deny this. Now we have the proper interpretation of the
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phrase My Father’s house: it is the Body of Christ, that is, the church. (Life-
study of John, pp. 354-355)

The Father’s house is a divine and human incorporation of the processed and
consummated God constituted with His redeemed, regenerated, and transformed
elect. The Father’s house is not only a constitution—it is an incorporation. (The
Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, p. 32)

In the Father’s house are many abodes (John 14:2). The Greek word for
abodes in verse 2 is the plural form of the word translated abode in verse
23. What does abode mean? The many abodes are the many members of the
Body of Christ (Rom. 12:5), which is God’s temple (1 Cor. 3:16-17). The Lord’s
Body has many members, and each member is an abode. That the many
abodes are the many members of the Body is adequately proven by John
14:23, which says that the Lord with the Father will make an abode with the
one who loves Him. Every lover of Jesus is an abode. We all are the abodes of
God'’s building. This building is the Body of Christ, and all the abodes are the
members of the Body of Christ.

The words | go in verse 2 mean that the Lord was going through death
and resurrection to bring man into God for the building of God’s habitation.
This is the building of the church mentioned in Matthew 16:18, where the
Lord said, “I will build My church.” Here, in John 14:2, the Lord says, “l go to
prepare a place for you.” Are these two separate things? It is impossible. The
Lord has only one work. He is not going to prepare a place for us in heaven
and at the same time building a church on earth. This is not logical.

I go to prepare a place for you means that the Lord would prepare a place,
accomplish redemption, open up the way, and make a standing for man to
get into God. It means that the Lord would pave the way for us to be in God.
This is the central thought of John 14. If we are going to allow God to dwell
in us, we must firstly get into Him. If we do not get into Him, He will not get
into us. Once we dwell in God, then He will dwell in us. (Life-study of John,
pp. 359-360)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msgs. 29-30
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WEEK 1— DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

John 14:3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | am coming again and
will receive you to Myself, so that where | am you also may be.

20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and |
in you.

How can sinful people like us get into God? How can we get into the
righteous and holy God? It is impossible. We are a people separated from
God....All of the separating elements, the obstacles of sin, sins, the world, the
devil, death, the flesh, the self, and the old man must be abolished. Then we
shall be brought near to God, and not only to God, but into God.

For this, some work, some preparation, was needed. The Lord had to do
a work of preparation. He had to go, not to the heavens, but to the cross to
remove all the obstacles. All the obstacles have been removed by the Lord’s
all-inclusive death. On the cross the Lord abolished all the barriers between
us and God. He dealt with sin, sins, the world, the prince of this world, the
flesh, the self, the old man, and even death. By death and resurrection the
Lord paved the way and prepared the place that we might be brought into
God. | believe that this is the correct meaning of | go to prepare a place for
you. (Life-study of John, pp. 360-361)

Today’s Reading

By His death and resurrection the Lord has not only opened the way into
God but also prepared a standing for us before and in God. Listen to the
good tidings: A place before and in God has been prepared for us. As long as
we believe in the name of the Lord Jesus, we have a standing before God and
In God. We all must shout, “Hallelujah! I have a standing before God. | even
have a standing within God. Even God Himself cannot reject me. Oh, because
of the preparing work of Christ, the righteous God can never cast me out. |
have such a firm standing in God.” | can testify to you that | am so secure
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about the fact that I am in God. Without the crucified and resurrected Christ
we could never have this assurance. But since the Lord has gone through the
cross and has been raised from the dead, we know that we have a position
before God and a standing in God.

The Lord’s redemption was to prepare a place for us in God. How divine
Is this thought! This thought is on the highest plane. The Lord redeemed
us to bring us into God, to prepare a place for us in God. After reading your
whole New Testament, where does it say that we are? After we have been
redeemed, after we have been saved, after we have been regenerated, please
tell me where we are. We are in Christ and in God. Even John’s first Epistle
reveals that we abide in God and that God abides in us (4:13). Throughout
the whole New Testament the central thought is that after we have been
saved and regenerated we are in God and in Christ. God and Christ are our
dwelling place. Furthermore, we have become the dwelling place for God.
Thus, God and we, we and God, are a mutual abode. The Lord says clearly
that He was preparing a place for us in God, not in heaven. He was preparing
a place that we might get into God, that the Lord might bring us into God by
His redemption. By His death and resurrection He has brought us into God.
Praise the Lord that each one of us has a place in God! Do you prefer a place
in heaven or a place in God?

The Lord’s going was to bring man into God for the building of His
habitation. He went to the cross to accomplish redemption, removing all
the obstacles between man and God, that He might open the way and make
a standing for man to get into God. The standing in God, being enlarged,
becomes the standing in the Body of Christ. Anyone who does not have the
standing, a place, in God does not have a place in the Body of Christ, which
Is God’s habitation. Hence, the Lord’s going to accomplish redemption was
to prepare a place in His Body for the disciples. (Life-study of John, pp.
361-363)

Further Reading: The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in
the Writings of John, chs. 36-40
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 14:10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is
in Me? The words that I say to you | do not speak from Myself, but the
Father who abides in Me does His works.

23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make
an abode with him.

In the entire Scriptures, it is mostly John’s books—his Gospel and
his Epistles—that say that we are in God and He is in us, that is, that we
abide in God and He abides in us [cf. John 15:4]....This mutual abiding is
accomplished by the work of Christ. Christ was incarnated to bring God
into man, and He went back to God with man. When Christ came, He came
with God to man. He came with a gift, a present, which is God Himself.
Then He went to God with a present for God, which is man. He came with
God by incarnation, and He went with man by death and resurrection. His
coming brought God into man, and His going brought man into God. By
this coming and going He builds up the house of God by building God into
man and man into God. By His coming and going He makes man the abode
for God and makes God the abode for man. In this way, God and man, man
and God, become a mutual abode. (CWW.L, 1963, vol. 3, “The Building of
God,” p. 200)

Today’s Reading

The Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, is not building a heavenly mansion.
On the contrary, by the Spirit and through His death and resurrection, He is
building an organism, the church, which is His Body and the Father’s house.
This house is composed of the mingling of the Triune God with His chosen
and redeemed people. May we all be nourished with the truth concerning the
mingling of God with us to produce a mutual dwelling place. (The Fulfillment
of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John, p. 344)

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 7



ERXPNRVDEZBEXNFRASAEENEZER
BYARE - FETMEREFRIBEBNERMBLIZEER -
BRRABSERZ=—AMNEBZERMBENE
Frr- A8+ INEZESHSREM - EXNREBRHFS
FE #_1T=6HMER  BEEEFEEFESKH
TERBMMPOAMSLIRERERN - —+=68
BHFRAREE - BEEDPSIRTHE  ARIBEEEFA
ETHHZAEENEE -

H#EMBENETP  KMFEEREmEEM -
HMOEERE - E2RUELTFDP - BERFLP
HIBE - KMFEREHEEM  EBRMAEEFEE
BT ZHERE  EEEDE=—#MNEMEE
FEMNTS -  KNEMEERES=—HFENE
EEmMSUREER (EERRAMENSKIEFRSIE
RER ==FE=MNH) -

REFRMMERRRPVEREMFET - . KERB
F—EERESHAERE - HEIRIRNAEE - 5
BREEEHEMANGBEE—RES - GEMER T -
—RIRZEERKABEE - && - EESE - I
RIS ZFEER - AL 48 58 B R % 2R A9 5 BE % 38
< o THBES IS 242 HBRYSERL - @ AR R EAY
E—(EPEER -

HMERKNIRZ2ME  BHEZEREMN - KX
DRE=—M—-FEESHRERARE - FJ+F8 - B8F 5%
BoIEEEER - RESEEMPIRM - LM F
BERR—EEHKE  (FR#BNEFRMER (498
ZFPIIREMNEYRER - N=NEMN=HF) -

2E . EERRKAMENSRIEFSRIENGR - 5
5,1

M= ; NEBFEPIRSNRYaER - FU+AHE -

O NFEHKEESE - F 1R REES-58H

L

The Father’s house is built up by the constant visitation to the redeemed
elect of the Father and the Son with the Spirit who indwells the redeemed
elect to be the mutual dwelling place of the consummated Triune God and
His redeemed elect....John 14:2 tells us that in the Father’s house there
are many abodes, and in verse 23 we see that these abodes are built up by
the Father and the Son’s visitation to those who love Him. The Spirit is not
explicitly mentioned in verse 23 but rather is implied, for the Spirit dwells in
the regenerated spirit of all those who love the Lord Jesus.

In our daily life the Father and the Son often come to visit us. We may
be at home, at school, or at work, but wherever we may be the Father and
the Son come to visit us to do a building work in us, making an abode
which will be a mutual dwelling place for the Triune God and for us. This
is the building up of the Father’s house through the constant visitation of
the Triune God. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the
Divine Glory, p. 33)

Now we can see what the Father’s house is....The first stage of this house
was God incarnate, God manifested in the flesh. The second stage is Christ
resurrected with all His believers, the many sons built up together to be the
church. Eventually, this church, the second stage of the Father’s house, will
consummate in the coming New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem will be the
ultimate consummation, the last stage, of the Father’s house in the New
Testament.

It is of vital importance that we see what the Father’s house is. The
Father’s house is a matter of the Triune God—through incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection—working Himself into His believers in order
to be fully mingled with them that He may build them up as an organism for
His dwelling place and expression. (The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John, p. 347)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, ch. 4; The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings
in the Writings of John, ch. 45
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

Outside of the divine revelation of the Bible, there is no religion or
philosophy that says that we can live in another person. But the Bible
reveals that we can live in the Triune God. What a wonder and an honor it
is to be those who can live in the Triune God! To live in the Triune God is
miraculous. In the entire universe there is such a miracle that we can live in
the Triune God.

To live in the Triune God is to have Him as our dwelling place, as our
home, for our daily life. The vine tree with its branches is the very organism
of the Triune God. Thus, to live in the Triune God is to abide in Christ as
God’s organism. (Living in and with the Divine Trinity, pp. 82-83)

Today’s Reading

Hymn #476 in our Chinese hymnal says, “Live in the light of life,
fellowship with the Lord; / Gaze at the Lord’s dear face, follow the Spirit’s
move; / Pathway of glory take, praising Him day by day; / Live in the light
of life.” | hope that we can all experience abiding in the Lord and enjoying
His life in this way until our living is transformed and we are blessed by the
Lord’s grace. (Abiding in the Lord to Enjoy His Life, pp. 16-17)

We should continuously live in the light. When in a particular matter we
receive shining and thereby come to know the will of God, it is not a matter of
obeying once, and that is all. We should learn to continually keep ourselves under
the enlightening we have received. This means that when you receive shining in a
certain matter, you should submit not only at that particular time, but you should
continually submit according to that principle. (The Knowledge of Life, p. 219)
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Whenever we live in resurrection, we bring humanity into divinity. This
means that when we live in resurrection, we bring ourselves into God,
and when we do not live in resurrection, we are outside of God. Thus,
resurrection is still going on today. Romans 6:4-5 says that we were buried
through baptism into death and were raised to walk in newness of life (v.
4), which is the likeness of Christ’s resurrection (v. 5). As we are living in
resurrection, we are one with God and are being brought into God. (The
Triune God to Be Life to the Tripartite Man, p. 52)

Ephesians 5:1-21 presents a practical and fine aspect of Christ: the light
with love for the believers’ walk. In the New Testament, light and love, like
reality (truth) and grace, are a pair. Light is the source of reality, and love is
the source of grace. Hence, light and love form a pair as the source of reality
and grace; reality and grace form a pair as the issue of light and love. When
light shines out, it becomes truth; when love is expressed, it becomes grace.

The Gospel of John reveals that when Christ came, grace and reality came
with Him (1:17); grace came from divine love, and reality came from divine
light. The first Epistle of John goes on to reveal that when we receive Christ,
fellowship with Him, and live by grace and reality, He brings us into the
fellowship with the Father; in the Father’s presence we touch His love as the
source of grace and His light as the source of truth. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 3439)

If we have not come to the point of being in the divine glory, we have not
yet been fully perfected into one. But when we reach this point, we shall
be on the highest level of oneness, having been perfected into one by the
divine glory given to the believers to express the Triune God in a corporate
way. When we reach this point, we are willing to forsake everything. We
shall not only forego all the worldly attractions but also all the doctrines
and concepts. We shall abandon everything and be for just one thing—the
glorious expression of the Triune God. This expression is a miniature of the
New Jerusalem. (Life-study of John, p. 488)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, ch. 6; Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 10
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WEEK 1— DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

John 21:15-16 ...Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do
you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You
know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs. He said to
him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He
said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love You. He said to him,
Shepherd My sheep.

In the New Testament the temple of God is composed of priests who
pray, that is, burn the incense. Therefore, the temple must be a temple of
prayer (Luke 19:46). The built-up church is a house of prayer....This is the
requirement for the building up of the church. Some saints must rise up in
a practical way to carry out the priestly service of entering the Holy Place
and burning incense; that is, there must be some who will rise up to pray.
Otherwise, it will not be possible to build the church.

In the churches we lack saints who are willing to carry out the priestly
service of burning incense before God. The Lord has enlightened us so that
we would meet this need. (The Exercise of the Spirit and the Building of God,
pp. 44-45)

Today’s Reading

When we are one with God, we become God. Then we have God and are
God in our shepherding of others. To shepherd according to God is to shepherd
according to what God is in His attributes. God is love, light, holiness, and
righteousness. According to God is at least according to these four attributes
of God. We must shepherd the young ones, the weak ones, and the backsliding
ones according to these four attributes. Then we will be good shepherds.

Without shepherding, there is no way for us to minister life to others....If
we want to enjoy life and minister life to others, we must shepherd them. The
real ministering of life is shepherding by visiting and contacting people. (The
Vital Groups, p. 61)
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God’s work of building in the universe is to have a dwelling place in which
He Himself, and also all who belong to God, may dwell. Therefore, God’s
work of building is to gain a place of dwelling....John clearly and repeatedly
speaks of God abiding in man and man abiding in God. This abiding has a
very close relationship with God'’s building. If we would know God’s building
in the universe, we need to understand the matter of the mutual abiding of
God and man. (The Basis for the Building Work of God, pp. 13-14)

All the believers should be in this divine and mystical realm of the consummated
Spirit to be mingled with the Triune God for the keeping of oneness....This oneness,
which is the genuine oneness, is the mingling of the believers with the Triune God.
To have such a oneness the believers must be in the Triune God as a divine and
mystical realm. Here the Father is in the Son, the Son is in the believers, and the
believers are in the Son, who is in the Father. This means that the believers are one
with the Triune God in the divine and mystical realm of the pneumatic Christ and
the consummated Spirit. (The Divine and Mystical Realm, pp. 46-47)

In John 14:20 the Lord told [the disciples] that on the day of resurrection
they would know that He is in the Father, that they are in Him, and that He
Is in them. These three ins reveal that the consummated Triune God and the
regenerated believers became an incorporation in the resurrection of Christ.

In John 14 the Lord revealed that He came as the first Comforter and that
another One would come as the second Comforter. The second Comforter
Is the reality of the first Comforter. He is the Spirit of reality, and verse 17
says that this Spirit of reality would be in the disciples. The in of verse 17 as
a general statement is the totality of the three ins in verse 20 as a detailed
statement. When the Spirit of reality is in us, the totality of the Triune God is
In us to incorporate us into the universal incorporation. In eternity it was a
divine incorporation. By being enlarged, this incorporation became a divine
and human incorporation. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father
with the Divine Glory, p. 43)

Further Reading: The Basis for the Building Work of God, chs. 1-2;
Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 11
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WEEK 1—HYMN

Hymns, #852

1

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, I love;
Itis Thy Church so blessed,

Itis Thy joy and heart’s delight
And where Thy heart finds rest.

2

For her, Thyself Thou gavest, Lord,
That she be Thine, complete;

For her, | too my body give,

Thy heart’s desire to meet.

3

For her, Thou hast become my life,
That she my living be;

For her, I would forsake myself,
That she be filled with Thee.

4

The Church is Thy beloved Bride,
Thou in Thy Body seen;

She is my joy and heart’s desire,
The one on whom | lean.

5

In her, Thy full supply, O Lord,
Thou dost to me impart;

In her am | possessed by Thee

To satisfy Thy heart.

6

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, | love;
It is Thy Church, Thy home;

In it I would forever live

And never longer roam.
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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference

The Intrinsic Significance of the Church

Message Two

The Son’s Vine

Scripture Reading: John 15:1-17
DAY 1

I. The Son’s vine is the organism of the Triune God in the
divine economy to grow with His riches and express His
life through the bearing of fruit (1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 3:9;
John 15:1, 5a):

A. The function of the true vine as a sign of the Son is for the Triune God

to have an organism in the Son for His multiplication, spreading,
and glorification in His divine life (vv. 8, 16).

B. God the Father as the husbandman is the source and the founder;
God the Son is the center, the embodiment, and the manifestation;
God the Spirit is the reality and realization; and the branches are the
Body, the corporate expression (vv. 1, 4-5, 26):

DAY 2

1. All that the Father is and has is embodied in Christ the Son and then
realized in the Spirit as the reality (16:13-15).

2. All that the Spirit has is wrought into us, the branches, to be expressed and
testified through us; in this way the processed Triune God is expressed,
manifested, and glorified in the church (Eph. 3:16-21).

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 2 Outline - Page 1
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II.As the branches of the true vine, we are the
multiplication of Christ, the duplication of Christ, the
spreading of Christ, and the enlargement of Christ (John
15:4-5, 16):

A. When we believed into the Lord Jesus, He branched into us, and we
became branches in Him (3:15).

B. The vine is everything to the branches; from the vine and through
the vine, we receive everything that we need to live as branches
(15:4).

C. Christ as the vine does everything through the branches; without
Him we can do nothing, and without us He can do nothing (v. 5).

D. The branches are for the bearing of fruit to express the riches of the
Father’s life in the divine dispensing (vv. 8, 16).

DAY 3

E. By practicing the God-ordained way to carry out the divine
economy, we fulfill our destiny as branches to go forth and bear fruit
(v. 16).

II1. As branches of the Son’s vine, we need to abide in the
vine (vv. 4-5):

A. Our abiding in Christ as the vine depends on seeing a clear vision
that we are branches in the vine; once we see that we are branches
in the vine, we need to maintain the fellowship between us and the
Lord (v. 2).
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. Apart from the vine, we are nothing, we have nothing, and we can

do nothing (v. 5b).

. Only when the branches abide in the vine can the vine be everything

to them.

DAY 4

. To abide in the Lord is to be one spirit with Him, that is, to live in the

mingled spirit (1 Cor. 6:17):

. The essence of the New Testament is the two spirits—the divine Spirit and

the human spirit—mingled together as one spirit (v. 17; Rom. 8:4).

. The union of God and man is a union of the two spirits, the Spirit of God

and the spirit of man; the union of these two spirits is the deepest mystery
in the Bible (1 Cor. 2:11-14).

. The focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled

with the human spirit; whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related
to this focus (Eph. 3:9, 5; 1:17; 2:22; 4:23; 5:18; 6:18):

. By being one spirit with the Lord, we can experience Him as the all-

inclusive One, taking Him as everything to us (1 Cor. 1:2, 24, 30; 2:7, 10;
3:11; 5:7-8; 10:3-4; 11:3; 12:12; 15:20, 47, 45).

. When we are one spirit with the Lord, we enjoy the fellowship of God’s

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1:9).

. To be proper Christians, we must know that the Lord Jesus today as the

embodiment of the Triune God is the Spirit indwelling our spirit and
mingled with our spirit as one spirit (2 Cor. 3:17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17).
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DAY 5

IV. When we abide in Christ as the true vine, we have the

church life (1:2, 9, 30; 6:17; 12:27):

. We can have the church life only by living in the mingled spirit—in

Christ as the life-giving Spirit mingled with our spirit; we should
remain in this mingled spirit for the church life (15:45b; 6:17; 1:2;
12:27).

. The branches are one with the vine and with one another (John 17:11,

21-23).

. The church life is a life of loving one another in the life of Christ, in

the love of Christ, and in the commission of Christ (15:12, 16-17; Eph.
4:16; 5:2).

. When we abide in Christ as the true vine, we participate in the

wonderful fellowship among the co-branches (John 15:4-5; 1 John
1:3-7):

. The inner life of all the branches is one, and this life should continually

circulate through all the branches (vv. 2-3).

. Such a fellowship must be unique because Christ is unique; it forbids any

division among the members of His unique Body (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3; 1
Cor. 12:27):

. This fellowship involves not only the oneness between us and the Triune

God but also the oneness among all the believers (John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3).

. The church life is the fellowship, the communion, the co-participation, the

mutual enjoyment of Christ (1 Cor. 1:9).
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment
John 15:1 | am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.

8 In this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and so you will
become My disciples.

In John 15 we see that Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God is
the true vine. In John 15:1 the Lord Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and My
Father is the husbandman.” Christ the Son as the true vine with the believers
as its branches is the organism of the Triune God in God’s economy, the
divine dispensing, to grow with His riches and express the divine life. As
the organism of the Triune God, this vine is corporate and universal. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2929)

Today’s Reading

The function of the true vine as a sign of the Son (John 15:1-8, 16) is for the
Triune God to have an organism in the Son for His multiplication, spreading,
and glorification in His divine life (v. 8)....This is through the fruit-bearing of
the believers in Christ as His grafted branches, by their faithful abiding in the
organic vine (vv. 4-5, 16). (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father
with the Divine Glory, p. 50)

The revelation of God in John 15 is meaningful, profound, and all-inclusive.
The thought and meaning of this revelation are very deep. The first thing to
be pointed out in this chapter is that the Triune God is clearly revealed. God
the Father is revealed as the husbandman who is related to a husbandry,
a plantation, or a harvest. A husbandman is the source, the originator,
the founder, and the planter of a husbandry. He is one who engages in an
enterprise. The whole universe is the enterprise of the Father. In other words,
the Father has a divine plan, an eternal purpose, and He wants to accomplish
the intention behind His purpose. This is what is meant by the Father’s being
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the husbandman. He is the husbandman of the vineyard who plans to carry out
a certain purpose. He is the source, the founder, and the first one to accomplish
certain things according to His mind and purpose. Furthermore, as the details
found in other parts of the Scriptures disclose, it is the Father’s pleasure that
all that He is, all the riches of His divine nature, and all the fullness of the
Godhead be the riches of the vine. All that the Father is, all that the Father has,
all the riches of the Father’s divine life, and all the fullness of the Godhead are
in the vine. This is all for the vine which is the embodiment of it all. The vine is
the embodiment of the fullness of the riches of divinity and of the Godhead. All
that God the Father is and has is embodied in the vine.

This chapter not only reveals the Father but also the Son as the vine. As
the vine, the Son is the center. The whole universe is pictured as a vineyard,
and centered in this vineyard is the vine who is the Son. God the Son is the
center. Everything is centralized in Him. He, as the vine, is the center of the
vineyard. We have seen that God the Father is the source and founder, and
now we see that God the Son is the center. Everything that God the Father is
and has is for the center, is embodied in the center, and is expressed through
the center. God the Father is expressed, manifested, and glorified through
the vine. So God the Father is the source, and God the Son is the center.

Finally, in the last two verses of this chapter the Spirit is revealed. Here
God the Spirit is called the Spirit of reality. This means that the Spirit is the
reality. Whatever God the Father is in the Son and whatever He has centralized
in the Son will be realized by the Spirit. All that God the Father is in the Son
is a reality in God the Spirit. Everything centralized in the Son is revealed,
testified, witnessed, and realized by the Spirit of reality. Therefore, God the
Father is the source, the founder; God the Son is the center, the embodiment,
and the manifestation; and God the Spirit is the realization, the reality. This is
exceedingly profound and deep. (Life-study of John, pp. 392-393)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 33; The Fulfillment of the
Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John, ch. 46
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 15:4-5 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you
abide in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in
Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do
nothing.

All that God the Father is and has is centralized and embodied in God
the Son, and all of this is realized in God the Spirit. Now all of this has been
wrought into us and will be expressed and testified through us. John 15 has
four very important items: God the Father as the source and founder, God
the Son as the center and manifestation, God the Spirit as the reality and
realization, and the branches as the Body, the corporate expression. The
branches are very vital, for they express what God is in Christ as the Spirit.
Without the branches there can be no full expression. The full expression
depends upon the branches, the Body, for what God is in the Son and as the
Spirit will be expressed by the branches, the Body. (Life-study of John, p. 394)

Today’s Reading

God the Father as the source is embodied in God the Son as the
center who is now realized as God the Spirit as the reality. All that the
Spirit has is expressed in us, that is, in the branches, the church. The
Triune God is expressed, manifested, and glorified in the church. (Life-
study of John, p. 394)

Christ as the true vine, with His believers as the branches, is the organism
of the Triune God. As the branches of the true vine, we are the multiplication of
Christ, the duplication of Christ, the spreading of Christ, and the enlargement
of Christ. This multiplication, duplication, spreading, and enlargement—the
true vine with its branches—is the organism of the Triune God. No plant other
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than the vine can illustrate adequately the living relationship between the
believers and Christ. A vine differs from a tree in that it has virtually no trunk.
If you cut off the branches of a vine, there is practically nothing left, only the
root. It is very significant, therefore, that the Lord Jesus says, “I am the vine;
you are the branches” [John 15:5]. The vine is everything to the branches.
Whatever is in the vine is also in the branches. This indicates that as the vine
Christ is a great enjoyment for us, the branches. From the vine and through the
vine, we receive everything we need to live as branches.

Just as the tree needs the branches and cannot do anything apart from the
branches, so today Christ as the very embodiment of the Triune God can do
nothing without us. In the carrying out of God’s economy—that is, growing
a vine tree—without us Christ is unable to act, work, or to have any kind of
activity. Without Him we can do nothing, and without us He can do nothing.
We surely need Him for the purpose of our enjoying the wonderful, excellent,
and marvelous divine life, and He surely needs us for the purpose of fruit-
bearing, the multiplication and the enlargement of this divine tree.

In John 15:2-8 we see that the branches in the vine are for the bearing of
fruit to express the riches of the Father’s life in the divine dispensing. The
believers in Christ are His many branches grafted into Him, the true vine
in the universe, to bear much fruit for His enlargement in His spreading,
that they might express the Triune God as His organism. The vine and the
branches are an organism to glorify the Father. With the vine we have the
glorification of the Father through the expression of the riches of the divine
life in fruit-bearing. In fruit-bearing the Father’s life is expressed; hence, in
fruit-bearing He is glorified. This is the reason the Lord Jesus said, “In this is
My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit” (v. 8). (The Conclusion of the

New Testament, pp. 2933, 2931, 2933, 2935)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 286; Life-
study of John, msg. 51
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes it away;
and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it that it may bear more
fruit.

16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and I set you that you should
go forth and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain, that whatever
you ask the Father in My name, He may give you.

Our destiny as branches of the universal true vine is to bear fruit (John
15:2-5) for the glorification, the expression, of the Father (v. 8). The danger of
not bearing fruit is to be cut off, dried up, and burned (vv. 2, 6). To be cut off
from the vine is to lose all the life supply and nourishment of the vine. Many
Christians consider that bearing fruit depends upon the environment and that
not bearing fruit is therefore excusable. Fruit-bearing, however, is not a matter
of our environment; it is our destiny. We have been destined by God to bear fruit.
Because many Christians have not borne any fruit for many years, God’s destiny
has been annulled in them. The best way to carry out God’s destiny of bearing
fruit is to visit people by knocking on their doors. Visiting people by knocking on
their doors has been fully proven by experience as the best way to bear fruit. (The
God-ordained Way to Practice the New Testament Economy, pp. 99-100)

Today’s Reading

If we are to abide in the vine, we must see the fact that we are the
branches in the vine (John 15:5). Our abiding in Christ depends upon a
clear vision that we are branches in the vine. If we see that we are already in
Him, then we shall be able to abide in Him. We will not want to stay away
from Him.

Once we see the fact that we are branches in the vine, we need to
maintain the fellowship between us and the vine. Any insulation will
separate us from the rich supply of the vine tree. A little disobedience, a sin,
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or even a sinful thought can be the insulation that separates us from the
riches of the vine. If we do not condemn such things but hold on to them,
they will insulate us from the rich supply of the vine tree. First, we must
see that we are branches. Then we need to maintain the fellowship between
us and the Lord. Nothing should be between Him and us. There is a hymn
in our hymnal that opens with the words Nothing between, Lord, nothing
between [Hymns, #373]. From experience we know that even a small thing
can insulate us from the rich supply of the vine tree. We need to pray to the
Lord, “Lord, let there be nothing between You and me separating me from
Your rich supply.”

Apart from the Son we can do nothing (v. 5). A branch of a vine cannot
live by itself, for it will wither and die apart from the vine. The relationship
between the branches and the vine pictures the relationship between us
and the Lord. We are nothing, we have nothing, and we can do nothing
apart from Him. What we are, what we have, and what we do must be only
in the Lord and by the Lord in us. It is very important for us to abide in the
Lord and for the Lord to abide in us. Otherwise, we shall be finished and be
nothing. Apart from Him we are nothing, we have nothing, and we can do
nothing. Since we are the branches to the Lord and the Lord is the vine to
us, we must abide in Him and let Him abide in us. (Life-study of John, pp.

407-409)

As branches of the vine, we need to abide in the vine, the Christ of God.
The Lord Jesus said, “Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide
in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in
him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-
5). Only when the branches abide in the vine can the vine be everything to
them. This is the reason the Lord said concerning Himself as the vine and
us as the branches, “Abide in Me and I in you.” Our life and enjoyment are
to abide in the vine. Our destiny as branches is to remain in the vine. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2931-2932)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 34; A Living of Mutual Abiding
with the Lord in Spirit, ch. 3
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

By turning to our spirit and remaining there, we enjoy what we have
received and now possess. The cross of Christ today is not on Calvary but in
our spirit. If a brother’s wife gives him an unpleasant look, he does not need
to consider how to apply the cross of Christ. He only needs to turn to his
spirit and remain there. There he will have the enjoyment of the processed
Triune God with His divinity, His humanity, His uplifted human living, His
all-inclusive death, and His all-powerful resurrection.

The essence of the New Testament is the two spirits, the divine Spirit and
the human spirit, mingled together as one spirit. If we see this, we will be
different persons, rejoicing continually. It is a wonderful thing that people
on the earth can live in and by such a mingled spirit. (The Experience and
Growth in Life, p. 134)

Today’s Reading

The union of God and man is altogether a matter of the union of the two
spirits, the Spirit of God and the spirit of man. God is Spirit and man has a
spirit; thus, these two spirits can be united together as one. But how does the
union of these two spirits occur? This is the deepest mystery in the Bible, and it
is difficult for man to comprehend. (The Issue of the Union of the Consummated
Spirit of the Triune God and the Regenerated Spirit of the Believers, p. 34)

The divine Spirit is in our human spirit. Romans 8:16 says that the Spirit
witnesses with our spirit, that we are the children of God. Furthermore, 1
Corinthians 6:17 says that he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Now
we have not only the divine Spirit in our spirit but also the mingling of the
divine Spirit with our spirit. Thus, the two spirits are one. Some are opposed
to the concept of mingling. Those who oppose this wonder how it is possible
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for the divine Spirit to be mingled with our spirit. If the divine Spirit and the
human spirit can be one spirit, then why can they not be mingled? Without
mingling, how could the two spirits become one? Praise the Lord that these
two spirits have been mingled into one spirit! This is the reason that in the
verses concerning our walk in the spirit, it is difficult for the translators to
determine whether to render pneuma as “Spirit” or as “spirit.” Actually, to
walk according to the Spirit means to walk according to both the divine Spirit
and the human spirit, according to the two spirits mingled as one. The two
spirits are mingled not in the heavens nor outside of us but within us. This is
the focus of the divine economy. Whatever God intends to do or accomplish is
related to this focus. (Basic Training, p. 55)

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:17, “He who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit.” The word joined in this verse is a synonym for fellowship in 1:9; the
joining is actually the fellowship. The fellowship into which we have been
called is Christ as the life-giving Spirit. To experience this fellowship we must
be one spirit with Him. In our spirit we are one with the life-giving Spirit. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3116-3117)

If our spirit were not regenerated by the Spirit and indwelt by the Spirit,
Christ could not be our portion, and we could not be in the fellowship of
Christ. Just as electrical appliances must have the flow of electricity if they
are to function, so we must be in the spirit if we are to experience Christ as
our portion and enjoy His fellowship. Only when the electrical current flows
into the appliances can we actually have light, heat, or cool air. Likewise, only
by being one spirit with the Lord can we experience Him as the all-inclusive
One. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, p. 110)

We should be neither fleshly men nor soulish men. Rather, we should be
spiritual, walking in our spirit (1 Cor. 2:11-13, 15). To be proper Christians,
we must know that the Lord Jesus today as the embodiment of the Triune
God is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17) indwelling our spirit and mingled with our
spirit as one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). (Messages to the Trainees in Fall 1990, pp.
67-68)

Further Reading: The Experience and Growth in Life, msg. 20; The Conclusion
of the New Testament, msg. 109

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 8



%3 A%
B FLE A

QL7 12T PR g pE o A E R - o
SRAA A G -y

17TFA Rz Tenrdinip > E R RPERLIPE o
Ha L+ - 270 6x fr“fj.%;{gﬁﬁwé/gﬁ P F P& (EAY o

REEHEMNERREEEET  MERMRFEDR
EREtE—F - EREE - MEBRF - RME
—EE—EEHE  EERHEEMNEBFEERE : —E
B ARRINERE - . BPEERET  MAGAEE
a (AENEwHEEs ="F’) -

(BRIt

RFHMANS - AR — - HMERDEEE— -
RIELE— - FRIAMNKFINLRIESE - HDE—EE
Be - —EEHKEE - RTEIEHERENEGR (B
TH13~15) - HFAZENLE - THIEHBVAAKR -
EAERFEEMNAER - tfIMERBRNBEEESE
EERENIREPSEEHE -

BEEEXMRILEE - BMIEEANESE
RUCtEE - AREHIESET ; HPIELUBRNSG N -
RRERMBECHBENRIEE - BT EWIET -
HMLAEEENESE s EBENERE  TEE
BEEmEBRIEE - P ERMRANESR
= UEMIBER AREXRMECHBE/RKILLHE
F-HMoREAEMNEmE - LHEMNE - I8
SZERT - WREALEENE - MIKLEAEE (8] -

NE+TIHASESHNBEREERR  BHIEWIAER
BEEMNEE  AOREERFEZEEZTRE -

O NFHEHKEESE - S 2R REES -89 8

WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another even as I
have loved you.

17 These things I command you that you may love one another.
1 Cor. 12:27 Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.

Expressing Christ in your daily life depends upon your fully realizing that
you are one spirit with Him. He is the vine, and you are a branch. Together
you are one organism. This is the real Christian life: a mingling of God with
man....If we live this way, we have the church life. (The Mending Ministry of
John, p. 23)

Today’s Reading

Although the branches are many, they are one. They are one with the vine
and with one another. All the branches together with the vine are one entity,
one organism....The branches are in an intimate relationship with the vine
(John 15:13-15). The branches are not the Lord’s slaves; they are His friends.
Because they are the Lord’s friends, the branches can know the Father’s
desire that He be expressed in a corporate Body.

Christians are fond of talking about loving one another. If we love one
another in our human life, that will bring in death. If we love one another
in an emotional way or for our own purpose, that also will result in death.
We must love one another in the life of Christ, in the love of Christ, and in
the commission of Christ. We must not love one another in our natural life,
with our emotions, or for our own purpose. We must love one another in the
divine life, with the divine love, and for the purpose of bearing much fruit
that the Father may be glorified (v. 8).

John 15 is not concerned with the matter of salvation but with the matter
of the enjoyment of the riches of Christ, the participation in the wonderful
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fellowship among the co-branches, the expression of the divine image, and
the fulfillment of God’s purpose. This is the main concept of John 15. The life
within all of us is one life. The life in you is exactly the same as the life in me.
This resembles the circulation of the blood in our physical body. The blood
in our body circulates through every member of our body. In like manner,
the inner life of all the branches is one. This life should continually circulate
through all the branches. Then all the branches will be so living and filled
with the riches of life in order to bear fruit. (Life-study of John, pp. 420, 422,

405, 419-420)

It is into the fellowship of such a One that we have been called by God.
This fellowship of Him becomes the fellowship the apostles shared with the
believers (Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3) in His Body, the church, and should be the
fellowship we enjoy in the partaking of His blood and His body at His table
(1 Cor. 10:16, 21). Such a fellowship must be unique, because He is unique. It
forbids any division among the members of His unique Body.

It is not easy to give an adequate definition of the fellowship of the Son of
God. This matter is altogether wonderful. This fellowship involves not only the
oneness between us and the Triune God, but also the oneness among all the
believers. Furthermore, it implies enjoyment—our enjoyment of the Triune
God, the Triune God’s enjoyment of us, and also the enjoyment which the
believers have with one another. In this fellowship we enjoy the Triune God,
and the Triune God enjoys us. Moreover, we enjoy all the believers, and all the
believers enjoy us. What a wonderful, universal, mutual enjoyment! We have
been called into something which is termed the fellowship of God’s Son.

Suppose you come to a church meeting and find the chairs arranged in
a very unusual way. If this bothers you, it proves that you have not yet seen
what the church is. The proper church life does not depend on a particular
arrangement of chairs. The church is the fellowship, the communion, the
co-participation, the mutual enjoyment, of Christ. This Christ is now the
resurrection and the Spirit. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, pp. 24, 30-31, 103)

Further Reading: Life Messages, vol. 1, chs. 3-4; Life-study of John, msg.
35
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that
you also may have fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 Cor. 4:17 Because of this I have sent Timothy to you,...who will remind
you of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every
church.

The way to enjoy the Lord experientially is through Him as the Spirit in
our spirit. Today Christ is the life-giving Spirit, and we have a regenerated
human spirit. When we are joined to Him, we become one spirit with Him.
Whenever we are one spirit with the Lord, we are in the fellowship of Christ,
and we experience Him as the all-inclusive One.

This fellowship involves not only the oneness between us and the Triune
God but also the oneness among all the believers (John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3).
Fellowship implies a mutual flowing among the believers (1 John 1:3). In
the New Testament, fellowship describes the flowing both between us and
the Lord and between us and one another (Phil. 2:1). The flow, the current,
that we have in our spiritual fellowship involves both oneness and life. Our
fellowship is a flow in oneness; it is an intercommunication of life among us
as believers in Christ. This fellowship is the reality of the church life (1 Cor.
1:9, 2). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3117)

Today’s Reading

As we consider the fellowship among the churches, we need to realize that
the churches are the Body of Christ. There are many churches, yet one Body.
Just as there is the circulation of blood in the human body, so there is a kind
of circulation in the Body of Christ, a circulation which the New Testament
calls fellowship....Fellowship is crucial in the Body of Christ. Fellowship is a
common participation, a joint participation. Therefore, to have fellowship is
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to have a corporate participation in something. The fellowship of the divine
life is the issue and flow of the divine life. Because the divine life is organic,
rich, moving, and active, it has a particular issue, a certain kind of outcome.
The issue, the outcome, of the divine life is the fellowship of life.

The fellowship of the apostles is the fellowship received by the apostles
from the Triune God....This fellowship is from the Father and the Son to the
apostles, and then from the apostles to all those who have received eternal
life, the life of the Father. This means that the apostles receive the fellowship
from the Father and transmit this fellowship to the believers by dispensing
the divine life into them. Therefore, three parties are involved: the Father, the
apostles, and the believers. Among these three parties something is circulating.
This is the circulation of the divine life among the believers through the
apostles and from the Father. This circulation is the fellowship of the Body,
which comprises all the local churches. All the churches on earth are one Body,
and within this Body there is the circulation of the divine life. In the New
Testament this circulation of the divine life in the Body is called the fellowship.

Just as a member of the human body cannot live if it is separated from the
circulation of blood in the body, so a church cannot be in a healthy condition
if it isolates itself from the fellowship of the Body of Christ. From this we
see that we all need to pay careful attention to the crucial matter of the one
fellowship among the churches.

Although the administration of the church is separate and equal locally,
the fellowship of the church is one universally. In fellowship there is no
separation. On this entire earth there is only one fellowship, and this
fellowship is universally one. The fellowship of the church is one not merely
in a particular nation but throughout the earth. There are separate churches
in many cities, but there is only one fellowship in the entire universe. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2177-2180)

Further Reading: Life Messages, vol. 1, chs. 6-7; The Conclusion of the
New Testament, msg. 203
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WEEK 2 —HYMN

Hymns, #1163

1

He’s the vine and we're the branches,
We should e’er abide in Him,
And let Him abide within us

As the flow of life within.

In the vine, in the vine,

In the vine, in the vine,

We would know Thee, Lord, more deeply,
E’er abiding in the vine.

2

As we hear His instant speaking,
He’s the rich indwelling Word;
To abide we must be faithful

To the speaking that we’ve heard.
3

For 'tis here we know abiding

In the real and deepest way;

If we love our Lord completely,
We would do whate’er He'd say.
4

Then His love abides within us,
And in love abiding, we

Know the joy of life-communion,
Full and perfect harmony.

5

Oh, how precious this abiding,
Oh, how intimate and sweet;

As the fruit of life is added,

And our joy is made complete.
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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference

The Intrinsic Significance of the Church

Message Three

The Spirit’s Child

Scripture Reading: John 16:21-22, 8-11, 13-16
DAY 1

|. The first aspect of the incorporation of the consummated
God with the regenerated believers is the Father’s house,
the second aspect is the Son’s vine, and the third aspect
is the Spirit’s child; the Father needs a house for His
dwelling, the Son needs a vine for His spreading, and the
Spirit needs a child for His moving (John 14:2; 15:1; 16:21).

DAY 2

II. “A woman, when she gives birth, has sorrow because
her hour has come; but when she brings forth the little
child, she no longer remembers the affliction because of
the joy that a man has been born into the world” (v. 21):

A. The child here refers to Christ as the firstborn Son of God, who was
born, begotten, in His resurrection (20:17; Rom. 8:29; Heb. 1:6):

1. This woman is the whole group of disciples, the child is Christ, and the
birth is His resurrection (John 16:21).

2. The bringing forth in verse 21 is the begetting in Acts 13:33, which reveals

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 3 Outline - Page 1
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that the Lord Jesus was born, begotten, in resurrection to be the Son of
God with respect to His humanity:

. Although Christ was already the only begotten Son of God in eternity, it

was still necessary for Him to be born in resurrection as the firstborn Son
of God (Rom. 8:29).

. The human part of Jesus as the Son of Man had nothing to do with His

being the only begotten Son of God, and it was necessary for this human
part of Him to be born into the divine sonship through resurrection; hence,
Christ’s resurrection was a new birth for Him (1:3-4).

c. After His resurrection He was the “child” with both divinity glorified and

humanity “sonized” (Acts 13:23, 33; Rom. 1:3-4).

. The Christ who returned to the disciples in His resurrection was the

newborn child, and the disciples as the mother rejoiced at the birth of this
wonderful child (John 16:21-22; 20:20).

. The child in John 16:21 is not only Christ Himself but Christ with His

believers to be His many brothers (20:17; Rom. 8:29):

. The incarnated Christ, including all His believers, was begotten in His

resurrection to be the Son of God; thus, He has become the firstborn Son
of God, and all His believers have become God’s many sons as His brothers
to constitute His church as His multiplication, His increase, and His Body,
which is His fullness, His expression (1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 8:29; John 20:17,
Heb. 2:10-12; John 12:24; 3:29-30; Eph. 1:23).

. The birth that took place through Christ’s resurrection involved the birth

not only of an individual but of a group that includes the firstborn Son and
the many sons of God (Heb. 1:6; 2:10-12).
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3. This birth was a universal delivery of a corporate child, which included the
firstborn Son of God as the Head and His many brothers as the Body (Col.
1:18; Rom. 8:29; 12:4-5).

DAY 3

4. The birth of a new corporate child, comprising Christ and His believers,
was the birth of the corporate new man as the increased Christ (Eph. 4:24;
Col. 3:10-11; John 3:30).

5. This corporate child, the new man, was born by the consummated Spirit
(16:14-15, 21); the new man was created by Christ on the cross (Eph. 2:15),
regenerated by the Father with the resurrected Christ in His resurrection (1
Pet. 1:3), and born by the Spirit in the believers’ spirit (John 3:6Db).

6. The function of the new man as the Spirit’s child is to carry out God’s
eternal economy through the move and work of the consummated life-
giving Spirit in building up the Body of Christ for the consummation of the
New Jerusalem (1 Tim. 1:4; 1 Cor. 12:12-13, 27; Eph. 4:16; Rev. 21:2).

DAY 4 & DAY 5

III. The accomplished fact of the birth of Christ and His
believers as the corporate child, the new man, is applied
to us in our experience by the work of the Spirit of
reality so that we may become the many brothers of
Christ, the members of Christ (John 16:8-11, 13-16; Rom.
8:29; Eph. 5:30):

A. This accomplished fact is applied by the conviction of the Holy Spirit
(John 16:8-11):
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. The Spirit works to convict the world in the preaching of the gospel and to

transfer people out of Adam into Christ (vv. 8-11).

. The first category of the Spirit’s work is to convict the world—mankind—

concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment (v. 8); sin entered through
Adam (Rom. 5:12), righteousness is the resurrected Christ (John 16:10; 1
Cor. 1:30), and judgment is for Satan (John 16:11), the source of sin (8:44).

. The only way to be freed from sin is to believe into Christ, the Son of

God (16:9); if we believe into Him, He is righteousness to us, and we are
justified in Him (Rom. 3:24; 4:25).

DAY 6

. The accomplished fact is applied through the transmission of the

Holy Spirit (John 16:13-16):

. The second category of the Spirit's work is to edify the believers and to build

them up by revealing to them the Son with the fullness of the Father (vv. 12-15).

. The Spirit of reality dwells in the regenerated believers to reveal Christ, to

glorify Christ, and to make Christ real in the believers (v. 14).

. For the Spirit of reality to declare what the Father and the Son have is to

transmit the riches of the processed Triune God into our being (vv. 14-15):

. Now whatever the processed Triune God is and has may become our

element, our essence, our being, making the processed Triune God the
essence of our being (Eph. 3:16-17a).

. In this way we become God-men, the many brothers of Christ, living a

life of truthfulness in the divine reality that has been revealed to us and
constituted into us and putting on the new man, “which was created
according to God in righteousness and holiness of the reality” (Eph. 4:24;
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority
to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who
were begotten...of God.

20:17 Jesus said to her, Do not touch Me, for I have not yet ascended
to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, | ascend to My
Father and your Father, and My God and your God.

Chapters 14, 15, and 16 of John are a long message given by the Lord
Jesus shortly before He was arrested. Each of these three chapters covers
one of three aspects of the universal incorporation. In John 14 we have the
Father’s house; in John 15, the Son’s vine; and in John 16, the child born of
the Spirit. The house of the Father, the true vine of the Son, and the child
of the Spirit are the three different aspects of the universal incorporation as
the issue of Christ’s glorification. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the
Father with the Divine Glory, p. 32)

Today’s Reading

The Father’s house for His dwelling (John 14:2) refers to the divine family
with the children born of God (1:12-13) and to Bethel (the house of God) as
the place for the heavenly ladder to bring heaven to earth and join earth to
heaven (1:51). The Father’s house is also the temple of God as the house of
God, which was Christ Himself before His resurrection and was enlarged
with His believers through His resurrection (2:16-22). Furthermore, the
Father’s house is a mutual abode for the Triune God and the believers built
up by the Father and the Son (14:23), consummating in the New Jerusalem
(Rev. 21). The Spirit indwells this abode with the Father and the Son for the
mutual dwelling place of the Triune God and His transformed elect.

The Father needs a dwelling place, a house, and the Son needs the
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spreading, which is an organic union of the Son as the tree with His believers
as the branches (John 15:1-5)....The Son is the vine, and we are the branches to
bear fruit for the glorification of the Father, that is, the expression, spreading,
and multiplication of the Father as its source and Husbandman (vv. 1, 4-16).

The Father needs a house for His dwelling, the Son needs a vine for His
spreading, and the Spirit needs a child for His moving (16:20-22). This child
is the new babe growing up into the new man. The new man is Christ. He is
all the members of the new man and in all the members (Col. 3:10-11).

This new child was created by Christ on the cross by abolishing in His
flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances (Eph. 2:15). Christ
abolished the ordinances of the law that separated people from one another.
Through that He created the Jews and the Gentiles together into one new
man. In one sense, the one new man was created; in another sense, he was
born by the Spirit as a new child. His members were regenerated by the
Father in Christ’s resurrection to be God’s children, who are the constituents
of the house of God (1 Pet. 1:3; John 1:12-13). First Peter 1:3 says that we all
were regenerated by God the Father through the resurrection of Christ.

The new child was also born by the Spirit in the believers’ spirit (John
3:6b). God’s elect are the suffering, delivering woman (16:20-21). On the
one hand, we are the child born; on the other hand, we are the delivering
woman. We are the mother and the child as well. This is a mystery.
Furthermore, this child as the returning Christ left the disciples by His
death. In John 16:22 the Lord told the disciples, “Therefore you also now
have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and no one
takes your joy away from you.” That newborn child was Christ coming back.
Thus, God'’s elect are the mother as well as the child, and the child is Christ.
Now He is the new man (Col. 3:10-11). In the new man there is no room for
any natural person. There is only room for Christ. He is all the members,
and He is in all the members. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,
pp. 112-114)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 11; The
Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, ch. 5
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 16:21 A woman, when she gives birth, has sorrow because her hour has
come; but when she brings forth the little child, she no longer remembers
the affliction because of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

Acts 13:33 That God has fully fulfilled this promise...in raising up Jesus, as
it is also written in the second Psalm, “You are My Son; this day have I
begotten You.”

In John 16 Christ is presented to us as the newborn child....In His
resurrection Christ was born to be the firstborn Son of God (Acts 13:33).
In John 16:20-21 the...woman is the whole group of the disciples, the child
is Christ, and the birth is resurrection (Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; Rom. 1:4).
According to Acts 13:33, the Lord Jesus was born, begotten, in resurrection
to be the Son of God with respect to His humanity. The Lord’s resurrection,
therefore, was a birth. This means that when Christ was resurrected, He was
born. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2941)

Today’s Reading

Although Christ was already the only begotten Son of God, it was still
necessary for Him to be born in resurrection as the firstborn Son of God. In
eternity Christ was the only begotten Son of God, in incarnation He was born
of Mary to be the Son of Man, and in resurrection He had another birth to
be the firstborn Son of God (Rom. 8:29b). When Christ was born of Mary,
He was born as a man, and His humanity had nothing to do with His being
the only begotten Son of God. In other words, the human part of Jesus was
not the Son of God. Therefore, it was necessary for this human part of Him
to be born into the divine sonship through resurrection. Hence, Christ’s
resurrection was a new birth for Him. In this birth the disciples were the
travailing woman. After the Lord’s resurrection this “woman” had a newborn
child—the resurrected Christ as the firstborn Son of God—and she rejoiced
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(John 20:20). In this sense Christ was a child born in resurrection. After His
resurrection He was the “child” with the divine life and the human nature
with both divinity glorified and humanity “sonized.” The disciples as the
mother must have been very happy at the birth of this wonderful child.

Christ’s being the firstborn Son of God implies that He has many
brothers and that He is the Firstborn among these brothers (Rom. 8:29).
The birth that took place through Christ’s resurrection involved the birth
not only of an individual but of a group, a group that includes the firstborn
Son and the many sons of God. This indicates that through one birth, one
delivery, many sons were brought forth. This resurrection was the birth of
the corporate child—the corporate new man. Thus, 1 Peter 1:3 says, “Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.” God regenerated us through Christ’s
resurrection. We, as human beings, were all divinely sonized through His
resurrection to be many sons of God to participate in His divine sonship.
We are the many brothers of the firstborn Son of God in His resurrection.
In resurrection God begot a Son, Jesus Christ, and in resurrection God
regenerated many sons. This shows us that the resurrection of Christ
was a great delivery. In that same delivery the Firstborn was Christ, and
this firstborn Brother had many “twins” to follow Him. In the unique
resurrection Christ was born and we were regenerated; hence, we were His
“twins” in the same delivery. This was a universal delivery of a corporate
child, which included the Son of God as the Head and His many brothers
as the Body. The firstborn Son of God is the Head, and His many brothers,
sons of God, are the members of Christ. Therefore, Christ’s resurrection
was the one universally big delivery of Himself as the firstborn Son and the
believers as His many brothers, His millions of “twins.” (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 2941-2943)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, msg.
1; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 48

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 4



F=H.1E=

g - 3T (RIS St U I
A LIRS B TN
]

& %073
6?;9./';5’@_::‘_‘_ EANTAI ,g*\.,’aa—‘ﬁs.ﬁﬁjg’\i 1

2, =
N )

-E\";“"J

BESHINEET  AHEmEAN - IHEHEW
BEHMNBAKE - A BHNETF - RAMMEMA
- TI2IEMNEERE - thiERT - BHEERT
RUIRIE - IRK - TRMERE  FIEENTR T M2
EAfh BE#BER—MNREE EE£EmMiEiEL
ssEREtEE - mEM—RKRE AN - Fit
RUIRIEME R - IR KEN=— - HEFIXK
BiE - SHNEE - SEEHEMNEE (H—23) -
Kt RAVFTERES RS - RARK R E R BERVARMRERIR ( B
——11) - EFEEERAKEEAERMEF -
EREE—EM (TI5) HLEEEE ML
MRIR (FH=19) (ELHKEX - - ZE/\295E558
—E) -

4‘5:@%3‘%’
B—EMERZ T - SEEMMNERE - &

Bz FRIHE  MEMANLEE (FZ215) - &
BERRLORMVEE - TIEWENZT - EBHA (H
=10~11) - EARHERIHE—E"_FAIE -

MABEANE +/NEFA -  FEEENEEEREMm
Edm - ZRME2EINEART - EBRMAEEERH
ARH- - HMERS =X MEINEAZELA -

ik

O NFHKEESE - S 3R REES-8558

WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Rom. 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn
among many brothers.

As the only begotten Son of God, Christ had divinity but not humanity; He
was self-existing and ever-existing, as God is. His being the firstborn Son of
God, having both divinity and humanity, began with His resurrection. With
His firstborn Son as the base, pattern, element, and means, God is producing
many sons, and the many sons who are produced are the many believers
who believe into God’s firstborn Son and are joined to Him as one. They are
exactly like Him in life and nature, and, like Him, they have both humanity
and divinity. They are His increase and expression in order that they may
express the eternal Triune God for eternity. The church today is a miniature
of this expression (Eph. 1:23), and the New Jerusalem in eternity will be the
ultimate manifestation of this expression (Rev. 21:11). Romans reveals that
God’s making sinners His sons is for this expression (12:5) and points to the
ultimate manifestation of this expression (Eph. 3:19). (Rom. 8:29, footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

The birth of a new corporate child comprising Christ and His believers
was the birth of the new man (Eph. 2:15). The Christ who returned in His
resurrection was the newborn child to be the new man (Col. 3:10-11). The
old man was created by God in Genesis 1 and 2, but the new man was born
through the death and resurrection of Christ referred to in John 16. We were
born into the old man, but we were regenerated into the new man. We should
remember that before we were born into the old man, we had been already
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regenerated into the new man, since we had been regenerated before we were
born according to 1 Peter 1:3. We do not need to try, struggle, or endeavor to
be a new man. We are already a new man. We were a new man two thousand
years ago. We should not look at ourselves. When we look at ourselves, we
will see the old man and be disappointed. Rather, all of us should declare,
“I am a part of the new man through the wonderful death and resurrection
of the Son of God.” Through His resurrection He as the only begotten Son
of God became the firstborn Son of God, and through His resurrection His
many brothers were brought forth. Also, through His resurrection a new
child was born, comprised of Christ and all His believers. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, p. 2943)

A new child, a new man, was born by the consummated Spirit (John
16:21, 13-15). This new man was created by Christ on the cross by abolishing
in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances (Eph. 2:15). While
Christ was dying on the cross, He was creating this new man. Also this
new man was regenerated by the Father with the resurrected Christ in His
resurrection (1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 1:4) and born by the Spirit in the believers’
spirit (John 3:6b). The first group of Christ’s believers who suffered Christ’s
departure through His death was the delivering woman (John 16:20-21). The
Christ who returned in His resurrection was the newborn child (v. 22) to be
the new man (Col. 3:10-11). Now we believers have to put on this new man
through the renewing in the spirit of our mind (Eph. 4:23-24).

The new child born of the Spirit (John 16:13-15, 21) becomes the corporate
new man as the increased Christ (Col. 3:10-11; John 3:30)....The function of
the new man is to carry out God’s eternal economy through the move and
work of the consummated life-giving Spirit in building up the Body of Christ
for the consummation of the New Jerusalem. (The Issue of Christ Being
Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, pp. 46, 50)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, ch. 6; The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings
in the Writings of John, chs. 47-48
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 16:8-11 And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin
and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment: Concerning
sin, because they do not believe into Me; and concerning righteousness,
because | am going to the Father and you no longer behold Me; and
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.

In resurrection Christ was born as a newborn child to be the firstborn
Son of God with His believers to be His many brothers. How does this
accomplished fact apply to our experience? According to John 16, it is by the
work of the Spirit that we become the many brothers of Christ, the members
of Christ. John 16 unveils the two categories of the work of the Spirit: the
conviction of the Holy Spirit and the transmission of the Holy Spirit. The
first category of the Spirit’'s work is to convict the world in the preaching
of the gospel and to transfer people out of Adam into Christ (vv. 8-11); the
second category of the Spirit’s work is to edify the believers and build them
up by revealing to them the Son with the fullness of the Father (vv. 12-15).
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2943-2944)

Today’s Reading

John 16:8-11 reveals that the Spirit works to convict the world—mankind—
concerning sin, righteousness, and judgment. In verse 8 the Lord says of
the Spirit, “When He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and
concerning righteousness and concerning judgment.” Here to convict means
to convince, to condemn, to cause people to rebuke themselves. The Spirit
always convicts the world concerning the three matters of sin, righteousness,
and judgment. Sin entered through Adam (Rom. 5:12), righteousness is the
resurrected Christ (1 Cor. 1:30), and judgment is for Satan, who is the author
and source of sin (John 8:44). We were born of sin in Adam. The only way to
be freed from sin is to believe in Christ, the Son of God. If we believe in Him,
He will be righteousness to us, and we shall be justified in Him (Rom. 3:24;
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4:25). If we do not repent of the sin in Adam and believe in Christ the Son
of God, we shall remain in sin and share the judgment of Satan for eternity
(Matt. 25:41).

In John 16:8-11 the convicting work of the Spirit is related to three
persons: Adam, Christ, and Satan. We all became fallen in Adam, but we may
believe in Christ and be justified. Because Christ was accepted by God in His
death, God raised Him up from the dead, and now He becomes righteousness
to all who believe in Him. Satan, the source of death, has been judged and
destroyed through Christ’s death (Heb. 2:14). The three main items are
related to these three persons: sin is related to Adam, righteousness is
related to Christ, and judgment is related to Satan. We were born of Adam,
but we have believed in Christ and have received Him as our righteousness.
However, all those who do not believe in Christ will suffer the judgment
of Satan. Because they remain followers of Satan, they will have the same
destiny as Satan.

In John 16:9 the Lord says that the Spirit would convict the world
“concerning sin, because they do not believe into Me.” Here we see that for
a person to perish the unique sin is to not believe in the Son (3:16). The sin
here is the unwillingness to be transferred from Adam into Christ. If people
wish to remain in Adam, it means that they want to remain in the old realm
and not move into the new realm, which is Christ. There is no need for us to
commit sin in order to perish. If we simply do not believe in the Lord Jesus,
we are already qualified to perish. We may be a gentleman, but as long as we
do not believe in the Lord Jesus, we are destined to perish. The unique way
to escape from our sinful situation is to believe in the Lord; the unique sin
that qualifies us to perish is to not believe in Him. Therefore, the key today is
whether we believe or not. If we believe, we shall be transferred out of Adam
into Christ. But if we do not believe, we shall perish. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 2944-2945)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msg. 36; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 87
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 4:25 Who was delivered for our offenses and was raised for our
justification.

10:9 That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

In John 16:10 the Lord said that the Spirit would convict the world
“concerning righteousness, because | am going to the Father.” This means that
the Father has been fully satisfied with the Lord’s redemptive death on the cross
and has accepted Him in His resurrection. The proof that the Father is satisfied
with Christ’s redemption is that the Father resurrected Him from the dead and
exalted Him to His right hand. The resurrection and ascension of Christ are the
evidences proving that His redemption has satisfied God and has met all the
demands and requirements of God. Therefore, He was released from death to
be exalted to the heavens at the right hand of God. Now God’s righteousness is
manifested in justifying those who believe in Christ (Rom. 3:26). If sinners will
believe in Christ, God will justify them, for Christ Himself will become their
righteousness. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2945)

Today’s Reading

We are justified in Christ’s resurrection, as proved by Romans 4:25 and
10:9....According to the Scriptures, we must believe that God has raised Him from
the dead, for we may believe that the Lord has died and yet not believe that He was
raised from the dead. If we believe that the Lord has been raised from the dead,
this surely implies our faith in His death. Everybody believes that the Lord died,
but revelation is needed to believe that the Lord has been resurrected. In Him,
the resurrected One, we are accepted before God. Furthermore, as the resurrected
One, He is also in us to live for us the life which can be justified by God and which
is always acceptable to God. Therefore, Romans 4:25 says that He was raised for
our justification. Justification includes the fact that God has resurrected Christ,

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 9



&7 HIUEEENE - RN mE fth gAY T -

HAETARE+ £ - BEEHANFEEE -
TREY  SEEHFNERTEH - « BAISE
R . BFIERERARE - #18 - BRE - 2FMEIBSE -
JERVRETR - FRAFANRMUREHFRNE - (FRE
BEN—EAY  BHEERMBRELT T - HPIXER
i BHAIAEZREA - NHERERIE - FAALEH
AR -  BR#NFEARREREMN - XHMEER’RE
T - (FRAHAENEH , EE8FAEREAMN - .
HEEMEASKHEELR - EARER - BRPIME

EIZA{EMZNEH - BFEMABESFHVIRES -

AMERT - B E - BER - BEH - ELXED
A EENFEAMEEE HELHRERDLEMNSEA -
MABAEGNEE  HEEdEMMINE - M
EAHE  MERAEEY - NREE—%- EEET
IFHERHRESR BRIAXSEAEREDER -
DEBABER  EEAMEBERELELSR - H P
RKER - EAMEEENEERREAZTENE (=
6) - LT (F/)\2) H LERE - EEMHPT
2| (AN+0m17) -

MEBERBIZM  BE BE- BEH - EF;M
MEBEE - HKMEStEX - HEEHHE - WA TEIE
B LEH , RMERDEEZBAERESR ; M
BRTHINREZ  TEENKE - RSHEMEHR=—
MFEMmIERE - MIERKtBC o BAIFKMER - £
tECHEKMANM (FABRSBAM ==
—_~hH) -

S MNER - B/I\TAR, AEZFEPIRS
Mg - SN+ -

accepted Him, and that He has been satisfied with His redemptive death.

In John 16:11 the Lord said that the Spirit would convict the world
“concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”
We have seen that judgment is related to the devil. Satan, the devil, is the
author of sin, the origin of death, the father of all sinners, and the ruler of
the world. As such, judgment has been prepared for him. We must recognize
that judgment is not for man but for Satan. It is not God’s intention to judge
man, because His judgment is for Satan. The lake of fire has been prepared
as God’s judgment upon Satan; it was never intended for man....But if we
refuse to come out of Adam into Christ, we will share the judgment that is for
Satan, because we prefer to remain as his followers.

When the Spirit comes, He convicts unbelievers—fallen sinners—of sin,
righteousness, and judgment. Sinners, who are born in Adam, must believe
in the resurrected Christ so that they may have Him as their righteousness.
If they do not believe, they will be judged by God as Satan is. When the
gospel is preached in a proper way, those who hear should have the desire
not to remain in Adam but to be transferred into Christ. These people will
then be regenerated and saved. To them the convicting Spirit will become
the regenerating Spirit (3:6), the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), and the Spirit of
reality, dwelling within them (John 14:17).

The Spirit came to us to convict us of sin, righteousness, and judgment.
We repented, believed in the Lord Jesus, and escaped the judgment that is
upon Satan. We have been transferred out of Adam into Christ. We have
also become children of God and members of Christ. Now we can be filled
and saturated with the Triune God who is dispensing Himself into us and
mingling Himself with us. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2945-

2947)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 89; The
Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the Writings of John, ch. 44
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 16:13-15 But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide
you into all the reality; for He will not speak from Himself, but what
He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the things that are
coming. He will glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will declare
it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; for this reason | have said that
He receives of Mine and will declare it to you.

Through the transmission of the Holy Spirit...we become the many brothers,
the members of Christ as the newborn child. As we have seen, the first category
of the Spirit’s work is to convict people, that is, to convince sinners to repent,
believe, and be regenerated. But the work of the Spirit involves much more
than this. The second category of the Spirit’s work is the Holy Spirit’s dwelling
in the regenerated believers to reveal Christ, to glorify Christ, and to make
Christ real in the believers (John 16:12-15). This is the building work of the
Holy Spirit. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2947)

Today’s Reading

In John 16:13~15 the Lord says, "But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes,
He will guide you into all the reality; for He will not speak from Himself,
but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the things that
are coming. He will glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will declare
it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; for this reason | have said that He
receives of Mine and will declare it to you." According to the context, “the
reality” in verse 13 refers to what the Father has, what the Son has, and what
the Spirit receives of the Son and of the Father. What the Father has is a
reality, what the Son has is a reality, and what the Spirit receives is also a
reality. What the Father has becomes the Son’s, what the Son has is received
by the Spirit, and what the Spirit receives is disclosed to us. The Father, the
Son, the Spirit, and we, the believers, are all involved in this process.

The Father, who is the source, the origin, has many riches. All that the
Father has becomes the Son’s. The Son has the unsearchable riches (Eph.
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3:8). Whatever the Father has is the Son’s, and what the Son has is received
by the Spirit. Since what the Spirit receives is disclosed or transmitted to
us, we become the destination. The Father is embodied in the Son, the
Son is transfigured to be the Spirit, and the Spirit is the reaching of the
Divine Trinity to us. All the riches of the Triune God reach us in the Spirit.
Therefore, we are the destination of the Triune God. All that the Triune God
is and has, has been disclosed, conveyed, transmitted, to us. Because we are
organically united to the Spirit, that is, organically united to the processed
Triune God, whatever He is and has now is our portion as our inheritance.

John 16:13-15 unveils to us the transmission of the Divine Trinity—the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit—into the believers. The Father as the source,
the origin, has an abundance of riches. All that the Father has becomes the
Son’s. The Son not only has what the Father has; He also has all the riches in
His incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. All
that He has is in addition to what the Father has. All these riches contained
in the Son are received by the Spirit, and the Spirit discloses them to us.
This disclosing is a transmission of all the riches of what the processed
Triune God is and has into our being. Now whatever the processed Triune
God is and has is to be our element, our essence, our being. This makes the
processed Triune God the very essence of our being. Thus, we all become
God-men, the many brothers of Christ. We must apply the transmission of
the Holy Spirit to our experience. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.

2047-2948)

The article [the in “the reality”] in Ephesians 4:24 is emphatic. As the
deceit in verse 22, related to the old man, is the personification of Satan, so
the reality here, related to the new man, is the personification of God. The
deceit is the devil, and the reality is God. This reality was exhibited in the
life of Jesus, as mentioned in verse 21. In the life of Jesus, righteousness
and holiness of the reality were continuously manifested. It was in the
righteousness and holiness of this reality, which is God realized and
expressed, that the new man was created. (Eph. 4:24, footnote 5)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 287; Life-
study of John, msg. 37

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 12



F=BFN

g X-itEARREM

87 8 7 % (3£203)

e A K

3/4

154

3-3[821]1-1[216[5-5|1-1[3-2 1|2
M R 8 A MW &R B
3-3[32 1|1-1]|216|5-1[354]3-2|1-—|
bl R EAR 2 W 4 T
5-3|5-3[4-4]4-3 2[3-34|5-5[65 3|2 |
O R s MR8 B 0 — 8
3-3[321]1-1[216|5-1|354[3-2[1——|
AT B8 W EE Bk R #H

— 8 1E

A

AR IRE S,
A BT W@,
HAM 2 R A v B,
A2 IR LA,

R & 2 AP e — 2L,
AT, WHEEE,
R A F A R AR 1S 2E,
S R A R s — B,

BAM 2 IR B o,
ERRIL, RS,
BB AR b, HEAEL
AR, 2N E R,

TRHE R i 15
B R s 321
EREFZHIE L,
R EE R R TE,

5B BT T
B 1 BT 5,
B S TR
{0 G 1 S,

e B e 0T A
KRR E
e R A ar R B .
BLREG — 7K HEfH,

WEEK 3 —HYMN

Hymns, #203
1

In the bosom of the Father,

Ere the ages had begun,

Thou wast in the Father’s glory,
God’s unique begotten Son.

When to us the Father gave Thee,
Thou in person wast the same,

All the fulness of the Father

In the Spirit to proclaim.

2

By Thy death and resurrection,

Thou wast made God’s firstborn Son;
By Thy life to us imparting,

Was Thy duplication done.

We, in Thee regenerated,

Many sons to God became;

Truly as Thy many brethren,

We are as Thyself the same.

3

Once Thou wast the only grain, Lord,
Falling to the earth to die,

That thru death and resurrection
Thou in life may multiply.

We were brought forth in Thy nature
And the many grains became;

As one loaf we all are blended,

All Thy fulness to proclaim.

4

We're Thy total reproduction,

Thy dear Body and Thy Bride,

Thine expression and Thy fulness,
For Thee ever to abide.

We are Thy continuation,

Thy life-increase and Thy spread,
Thy full growth and Thy rich surplus,

One with Thee, our glorious Head.
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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference
The Intrinsic Significance of the Church
Message Four

The Lord’s Prayer in John 17 for His Glorification and for the
Oneness of the Church as the Body of Christ

Scripture Reading: John 17:1-24

DAY 1

I. The Lord’s prayer in John 17 was for the glorification,

the manifestation, the expression, of the Triune God;
God’s eternal purpose is to manifest, to express, Himself
(vv. 1-5; Gen. 1:26; Eph. 3:8-11):

. Christ was the unique grain of wheat containing the divine life with

the divine glory; when the shell of His humanity was broken through
His crucifixion, all the elements of His divinity—His divine life and
His divine glory—were released (John 12:24):

DAY 2

. The release of the glory of Christ’s divinity was to release Himself into man

as the fire of life to burn on the earth (Luke 12:49-50).

. Christ as the sevenfold intensified, life-giving Spirit today is a burning

fire within us; we have been brought together by this fire, and now we are
burdened that this fire would burn many others (Rev. 4:5; 5:6; cf. 2 Tim.
1:6-7; Rom. 12:11).
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B.

C.

The release of the glory of Christ’s divinity was His being glorified
by the Father with the divine glory in His resurrection through His
death (John 12:23-24; Luke 24:46).

Christ prayed that His Father would glorify Him, and the Father
answered His prayer by resurrecting Him; for Christ to be glorified
was for Him to be resurrected to become the life-giving Spirit (John
17:1; Acts 3:13-15; John 7:39b; Luke 24:46; 1 Cor. 15:45b).

DAY 3

The issue of Christ’s glorification was the producing of a universal
incorporation for the expression of the Triune God, whose unique
attribute is oneness, the oneness of coinherence (John 14:10-11, 20;
17:21):

The three of the Triune God were incorporated from eternity; this means
that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit mutually indwell one another, that
is, They coinhere (14:10-11).

. The consummated Triune God and the regenerated believers became an

incorporation in the resurrection of Christ; this means that the Son is in
the Father, we are in the Son, and the Son as the Spirit is in us to make
us an enlarged, divine-human incorporation who are coinhering with the
coinhering Triune God in His oneness for His glory (vv. 20, 17; 17:11, 21).

In the Lord’s last words to the believers in John 14—16, there are
three concrete expressions of this glory: the Father’s house (the
church) in 14:2, the branches of the vine (the constituents of the Body
of Christ) in 15:1-5, and a newborn corporate man (the new man) in
16:21:
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lig= 30 7?; FEo AP g AFRAEOmE L All three denote the church, showing that the church is the glorious
mETAE L ’95 SR — - - 23~24 - increase produced by Christ through His death and resurrection (12:23-24).

2 i EMAORHH R A P AHE T KM R 2. In this glorious increase Christ, the Son of God, is glorified, causing God
P éf_zf&ﬁ‘mw ERBEHEM JI}' uﬁ %— g% the Father also to be glorified in Christ’s glorification, that is, to be fully
meniB Lk % = 19-21 - expressed through the church (Eph. 3:19-21).

JEBHHITE Az - A - B8 F > 1 & 3. This expression needs to be maintained in the oneness of the Triune God;
- 3ot REulieEds o therefore, the Lord prayed in particular for this matter in His concluding

prayer in John 17,
B DAY 4

ﬁii&%%ﬁﬂ‘«b%é’ﬂ? , 772 % &EM 11.The Lord’s prayer in John 17 was for the oneness of
EABE B —, HLAEH®KE the church as the Body of Christ, the oneness of the

=— ey —: believers in the Triune God:
—EBi— 2R E’J%% C M ARERXMEE A, The first level of oneness is the oneness in the Father’s name and by
E’JE i MmAN—6~13 & : the Father’s divine life (vv. 6-13):
| ReppEdpreht iy g E R ehp e TR 2 &bk 1 The Father's name denotes the person of the Father, the Father Himself as
B - ke 6118037 2643 the source of life, the source of oneness (vv. 6, 11; 5:26, 43):

a APRFEUR AL GIRAGNRE S5t a. We must take the Father as the source of life and blessing (cf. Matt. 14:19;

19> +t- 36- Rom. 11:36).

b AP2AZEAPADE aFEL 2% ATEF2 b, We must not live by our human life but by the Father’s divine life in our
RAFL bEG NEXAPe G 3+ L spirit to enjoy our all-inclusive sonship (John 6:57; Rom. 8:15-16).
A2 570 e~ 15-16 ¢

2R A 2 - i 9L 2o 2. The Father’s life with His nature is the element of the oneness (John 17:2;
%4 - 45> k= 10~11> #k5 = 17 cf. Eph. 1:4-5; Heb. 2:10-11; 1 Cor. 6:17).

B A DAY 5
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. The second level of oneness is the oneness in the reality of the

sanctifying word (John 17:14-21):

. The word is the truth (v. 17), and the truth is the Triune God (14:6; 1 John

5:6b); to be sanctified by the reality of the word is to be sanctified by the
Triune God Himself.

. The word, which is the truth, sanctifies God’s people from the world (John

17:17) and keeps them from the ruler of the world, the evil one (v. 15):

. The Father’s word of reality sanctifies us and makes us pure, delivering us

from the mixed-up world to separate us unto our God, the God of purity (cf.
Psa. 12:6).

. The more a person is in the word of God, the purer he becomes (119:140).

. The Father’s sanctifying word is the means of our oneness, bringing us into

the sphere of oneness (John 17:21; Eph. 5:26).
DAY 6

. The third level of oneness is the oneness in the divine glory for the

expression of the processed, mingled, and incorporated Triune God
(John 17:22-24):

. The oneness of all the believers in the divine glory is the oneness in the

expressed sonship with the Father’s life and nature (v. 22; 5:26).

. The glory of God is the expression of God; this splendid expression of

divinity delivers us from ourselves and makes us fully one (cf. Rev. 21:11).

. In this stage of the oneness the self is fully denied:

. We must be saved from our self, including ambition, self-exaltation, and

opinions and concepts (John 17:21-24; Rom. 5:10; 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 3 John 9).
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b. If we would give up the self, lose the self, and turn to the spirit, right away
we will be in the reality of the Body (Eph. 2:22; John 16:13).

c. If we live by our life with our nature to express ourselves, there will be no
glory of God; in the expression of ourselves there is division.

d. To live and act in the Father’s life with the Father’s nature to express the
Father is glory, and it is in this glory that we all are one.

4. Our Christian life should be a life of “glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:16-18).

I11. We need to emphasize the oneness that the Lord has
given us and preserve the oneness of the Spirit by being
mingled constantly with the Triune God (thus nullifying
the natural man, the world with Satan, and the self) to
satisfy the Lord’s desire (Eph. 4:1-6).
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 17:1 These things Jesus spoke, and lifting up His eyes to heaven,
He said, Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may
glorify You.

4-5 I have glorified You on earth, finishing the work which You have given
Me to do. And now, glorify Me along with Yourself, Father, with the
glory which I had with You before the world was.

In John 17 the Lord Jesus prayed to His Father concerning glorification [v.
1]....When we speak of glorifying a certain person, we mean that we praise or
exalt that person. But this is not what God the Father did to Christ, and this
is not what the Lord Jesus asked His Father to do. Rather, the Lord prayed
that the Father would glorify the Son that the Father might be glorified in the
Son’s glorification. Christ’s great prayer that God the Father would glorify
Him was offered shortly before He was crucified. Immediately after He prayed
that prayer, He was arrested and crucified so that He might be glorified. (The
Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, p. 14)

Today’s Reading

Christ as the second of the Triune God possessed the divine glory from
eternity past;...His humanity, His flesh, through His incarnation became a
shell to conceal the glory of His divinity....The glory of Christ’s divinity was
released through the breaking of the shell of His humanity by His death
(John 12:24). The death of Christ was a release. In John 12:23 the Lord Jesus
said, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” For Him to be
glorified was not to be exalted but to be released. This is clearly indicated by
the following verse: “Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
This was His release.

If a grain of wheat does not fall into the ground and die, it abides by
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itself alone and no one knows what is within the grain. But when the grain
enters into death, its content is released. In John 12:24 the Lord Jesus likens
Himself to a grain of wheat. When He was living in His humanity for thirty-
three and a half years, no one, including His mother, knew who He was.
Others regarded Him as nothing more than a man, but no one knew what He
was according to the contents of His inner being. He was a man in the flesh,
but there was another One in this man. This other One was God Himself,
and God is glory. Since God as glory was concealed in His flesh as a shell, He
needed the release spoken of in John 12:24. In order to be released and not
to remain alone, the one grain of wheat had to fall into the ground and die.
Through the Lord’s death the glory of His divinity was released.

The Lord Jesus was the unique grain that contained His divine life with
His divine glory. Concerning John 12:24 we often speak about the release
of the divine life. Now we need to see that the divine glory of Christ was
released with His divine life. When we received Christ, we received His life,
and this life is His glory.

When the shell of the Lord’s humanity was broken through His
crucifixion, which was the baptism He went through, all the elements of His
divinity—His divine life and His divine glory—were released. In Luke 12:50
the Lord Jesus said, “I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how I am
pressed until it is accomplished!” The Lord’s baptism was His crucifixion.
He longed to be baptized, to be crucified, in order to be released. He was
pressed, constrained, in His flesh, and He desired to be released by the
baptism of His death. Through the breaking of the shell of His humanity by
His death, His glory was released. His release was His being glorified. We
need to praise Christ for His death because His death was His release.

In the sense explained above, Christ’s death is considered the life-releasing
death with His glory released simultaneously. We cannot separate His life
from His glory. When His life was released, His glory was released also. (The
Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, pp. 14-16)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, chs. 2-3; Life-study of John, msg. 26
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Luke 12:49-50 I have come to cast fire on the earth, and how I wish that
it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and
how I am pressed until it is accomplished!

The release of the glory of Christ’s divinity was to cast fire on the earth
[Luke 12:49]....This fire is the impulse of the spiritual life, an impulse that
comes from the Lord’s released divine life. To cast fire on the earth is to burn
the people of the earth. When Christ was baptized with the baptism of His
death on the cross, the glory of His divinity was released. From the time of His
resurrection a fire has been burning on earth. This fire started from Jerusalem,
and then it spread through Judea and Samaria to the uttermost part of the
earth. Today this fire is burning all over the earth—in America, in Russia, in
Romania, in Poland, in Brazil, in Africa, in Australia, in New Zealand. (The
Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, p. 11)

Today’s Reading

In the book of Revelation we see that Christ is the Lion- Lamb; He is the
Lion to defeat Satan and He is the Lamb to redeem us (5:5-6). Revelation 5:6
says, “I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and
in the midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into
all the earth.” These seven eyes, the seven Spirits, are “like a flame of fire”
(1:14; 2:18). Elsewhere we are told that the seven Spirits of God are “seven
lamps of fire burning before the throne” (4:5). Christ today is a burning fire.
We all have been burned by this fire; we have been brought together by this
fire; and now we are burdened that this fire would burn many others.

The release of the glory of Christ’s divinity was His being glorified by the
Father with the divine glory (John 12:23-24) in His resurrection through His
death (Luke 24:26).
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John 7:39b says, “The Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet
been glorified.” Many readers of the Bible might find this verse easier
to understand if resurrected were used instead of glorified, for then the
verse would say, “The Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been
resurrected.” But the verse does not say “had not yet been resurrected”;
it says “had not yet been glorified.” However, glorified actually stands for
resurrected, for the Lord was glorified when He was resurrected. In Luke
24:26 the Lord said of Himself, “Was it not necessary for the Christ to
suffer these things and enter into His glory?” This refers to His resurrection
(v. 46), which brought Him into glory (1 Cor. 15:43a; Acts 3:13a, 15a). For
Christ to enter into His glory, into His glorification, was for Him to enter
into His resurrection.

In His human living Christ prayed that His Father would glorify Him
(John 17:1), and the Father answered His prayer (Acts 3:13). The subject
of Christ’s great prayer in John 17 was His glorification by the Father.
Acts 3:13 says, “The God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, has glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.”
This was the Father’s answer to Christ’s prayer in John 17. The Lord Jesus
prayed that the Father would glorify Him, and the Father answered Him by
resurrecting Him.

According to the New Testament thought resurrection is a release in life,
and this release in life is a matter of glorification. Just before He was about
to be crucified, the Lord Jesus prayed not that the Father would resurrect
Him but that the Father would glorify Him. As we have pointed out, the
Father answered this prayer for glorification by resurrecting the Lord Jesus.
Glorification is therefore a synonym of resurrection. However, glorification is
not for resurrection; rather, resurrection is for glorification. Resurrection is
the cause, and glorification is the effect, the result. (The Issue of Christ Being
Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, pp. 11-12, 16-17)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, ch. 1
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 14:10-11 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is
in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the
Father who abides in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the
Father and the Father is in Me; but if not, believe because of the works
themselves.

20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I
in you.

God in His Divine Trinity is an incorporation (John 14:10-11). The
three of the Divine Trinity are an incorporation both in what They are
and in what They do....The three of the Divine Trinity are incorporated
by coinhering mutually....The Son is in the Father and the Father is in
the Son by a mutual coinhering....The three of the Divine Trinity are an
incorporation also by working together as one. In verses 10b and 11b...the
Lord seemed to be saying, “You have seen all the works which I have done.
These works were not done by Me, for I never did anything of Myself.
Whatever I did was the Father’s work. The Father and I work together
mutually.” This working together as one reveals that the Divine Trinity is
an incorporation. (The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, pp. 24-25)

Today’s Reading

The consummated Triune God and the regenerated believers became an
incorporation in the resurrection of Christ. John 14:20 says, “In that day...”:
This is in the day of the Son’s resurrection. “You will know that I am in My
Father”: The Son and the Father are incorporated into one. “And you in
Me”: The regenerated believers are incorporated into the Son and into the
Father in the Son. “And I in you”: The Son in the Father is incorporated
into the regenerated believers. Here we have three ins. In verse 17 we have a
fourth in: “The Spirit of reality...abides with you and shall be in you.” The in
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of the Spirit of reality in verse 17 is the totality of the three ins in verse 20.
The in in verse 17 is a general statement, and the three ins in verse 20 are
the detailed statement.

Christ’s glorification produced an issue—an incorporation. According
to the divine revelation in the Scriptures God’s work in the universe is to
complete His economy, and God’s desire in His economy is to have a unique
incorporation....Millions of Adam’s descendants have become believers in
Christ. God’s intention is to incorporate Himself with all the believers of Christ
into one incorporation. The three of the Divine Trinity are an incorporation by
coinhering mutually and by working together as one. This means that the three
of the Divine Trinity are an incorporation by what They are and by what They
do. This is the beginning of the universal incorporation, an incorporation which
started with God Himself. God’s intention is that all the believers of Christ
would be incorporated into His incorporation to be an enlarged incorporation.
This enlarged incorporation is unveiled in John 14:16-20. May the Lord open
our eyes to see that the Triune God, who is Himself an incorporation, has
incorporated all the believers of Christ into His unique, universal incorporation.
This incorporation is the issue of Christ’s glorification. (The Issue of Christ
Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory, pp. 25-26)

In the Lord’s last words to the believers in John 14—16, there are three
concrete, corporate expressions of this glory: the Father’s house (the church)
in 14:2, the branches of the vine (the constituents of the Body of Christ) in
15:1-5, and a newborn corporate man (the new man) in 16:21. All three denote
the church, showing that the church is the glorious increase produced by the
glorious Christ through His death and resurrection. In this glorious increase,
Christ, the Son of God, is glorified, causing God the Father also to be glorified
in Christ’s glorification, that is, to be fully expressed through the church
(Eph. 3:19-21). This expression needs to be maintained in the oneness of the
Triune God. Therefore, the Lord prayed in particular for this matter in His
concluding prayer in John 17 (vv. 20-23). (John 12:24, footnote 2)

Further Reading: The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with
the Divine Glory, chs. 3, 5
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 17:6 I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me
out of the world. They were Yours, and You gave them to Me, and they
have kept Your word.

11 And I am no longer in the world; yet they are in the world, and I am
coming to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have
given to Me, that they may be one even as We are.

In this chapter of the Lord Jesus’ prayer [John 17], oneness is mentioned
three times. In other words, there are three levels of oneness, and each of
these levels is related to the Father.

The first time oneness was mentioned, it is related to the Father’s name
and the Father’s life—the eternal life (John 17:2, 6, 11b). Hence, this oneness
is in the Father’s name and in His life. This is the first level. When oneness is
mentioned the second time, it is related to the Father’s word (John 17:14-21).
When the Father’s word with the Father’s reality is applied to us, it produces
an effect, which is to sanctify us from the Satan-ensnared world and to
separate us unto God. This is the second level of the oneness, the oneness in
the Father’s word, that is, in the Father’s reality. When oneness is mentioned
the third time, it is related to the Father’s glory (John 17:22-23). In the Father’s
glory, we are one. This is the third level of the oneness. When these three levels
of oneness are fulfilled, the Lord Jesus’ prayer for the oneness of the believers
is accomplished. (The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s
Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure, p. 12)

Today’s Reading

The first level of oneness is the oneness of all the believers in the Father’s
name and life....The Father’s name denotes the person of the Father, who is the
Father Himself. The Father is the source of life. The oneness of the believers
originates from the Father Himself (the person), who is the source of life.
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Since the first level of the oneness which the Lord desires originates from the
Father as the source, there is no need for our own person....Only the Father
is the source. Hence, we should not live by our human life. We should live by
the Father’s divine life. Only the Father’s life is the source. Hence, basically
speaking, we have to see that the oneness of the believers for which the Lord
Jesus prays is with the Father as the source rather than with man as the source.

Furthermore, this oneness is in the Father’s life.... The Father’s life is the
element for oneness. Hence, the oneness that we pursue after is the oneness
of life, which is of the Father as the source. This oneness has the Father as the
source and His life as the element. This sounds simple, but its requirements
are stringent. Everything of what we are and do must be terminated. In this
way, regardless how many thousands and millions of saints there are, if
there is only one source with only one inward essence, there will surely be
oneness....It is not a oneness of people clustering together and convinced by
one another to have the same thought and opinion. This is a muddy oneness.
It is not a golden oneness. The oneness the Lord wants is one in which we
have the same source and the same life, taking the Father as the source
and living by His life. When the Father’s life with His nature becomes the
element of oneness in us, we will spontaneously be one. (The Oneness and
the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and
Service according to His Pleasure, pp. 12-13)

The oneness of the Body is the oneness of all the believers in Christ in the
Father’s name (John 17:2, 6, 11). To be in the Father’s name is to be in the
Father’s person, for in the New Testament, the name always denotes the person.
Thus, to be in the Father’s name is to be in the Father Himself. In the sense of
the New Testament, the Father always bears the denotation of the source of
life. The father of a family is the source of the life of that family. (The Intrinsic
Problem in the Lord’s Recovery Today and Its Scriptural Remedy, p. 11)

Further Reading: The Oneness and the One Accord according to the
Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure,
chs. 1-2; Life-study of John, msgs. 38-39
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment
John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

20-21 And I do not ask concerning these only, but concerning those also
who believe into Me through their word, that they all may be one; even
as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us; that
the world may believe that You have sent Me.

The second level of oneness is the oneness of all the believers in the
reality of the Father’s sanctifying word. The Lord has given us the Father’s
name and His eternal life. But He did not ask us to leave the world.
How then should we live in the world? For this purpose, He has given
us the Father’s word....God as the reality is in His word. Without God’s
word, we cannot touch God’s reality....God Himself as this reality has a
special function, which is to sanctify us. Those of us who read God’s word
frequently have this experience. Whether or not we understand the Bible,
as long as we read a little of God’s Word in the morning and consider this
Word a little during the day, we are sanctified. (The Oneness and the One
Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body Life and Service
according to His Pleasure, p. 13)

Today’s Reading

One saint confessed that his mind was not sharp and that he tended to forget
about the things he read in the Bible. Brother Watchman Nee comforted him by
saying that it was all right to forget what one had read in the Bible. He illustrated
by saying that when one takes a bamboo basket to the river to wash the rice in
the basket, one drops the basket in and out of the water many times. Although
no water is left in the basket, the basket itself and the rice in it are all washed
clean. Many times we exert great effort in memorizing the words of the Bible,
only to find that after a few days we remember nothing; everything seems to be
gone. But in fact, when we read the Lord’s Word again and again, all the worldly
matters in us are removed, and we are cleansed and sanctified. God’s word
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brings in God’s reality, and in us it produces a special effect, which is to sanctify
us and to deliver us from this mixed world that we may be separated unto God.

The world is very mixed. But God’s word of reality sanctifies us and
makes us pure. The result of this purity is holiness. Anything that is
separated is pure. The more a person is in the word of God, the purer he
becomes. A man who is not in God’s word but is in the world is complicated
and impure. He may not be very literate, yet he can still be very complicated
within. However, if we have God’s word within, this word with God’s reality
will do a sanctifying work within us to separate us unto God, thus making us
pure. God is on the side of purity, and Satan as the prince of the world is on
the side of complication. Satan is the prince of the mixed-up world, but our
God is the God of purity. The word of reality sanctifies us and delivers us
from the mixed-up world, turning us back to the purity in God. In this way,
we are one.

Hence, the Father’s name is the source of our oneness; the Father’s life is
the element of our oneness; and the Father’s sanctifying word is the means of
our oneness, bringing us to the sphere of oneness. Because of the Father, not
only is our source one and our nature one, but where we are also becomes
one. (The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration
and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure, pp. 13-14)

The oneness of all the believers in Christ is in the Triune God through
sanctification by the reality of the word (John 17:14-21). In the portion of His
prayer in verses 14-21, the Lord referred to the word and to the truth. The
word sanctifies, and the truth sanctifies. Thus, the word and the truth are
one. The word contains and bears the truth. This word, which is the truth,
sanctifies God’s redeemed people from the world (v. 17) and keeps them
from the ruler of the world, the evil one (v. 15). (The Intrinsic Problem in the
Lord’s Recovery Today and Its Scriptural Remedy, pp. 11-12)

Further Reading: The Intrinsic Problem in the Lord’s Recovery Today and
Its Scriptural Remedy, ch. 1; Life-study of John, msg. 40
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 17:22-23 And the glory which You have given Me I have given
to them, that they may be one, even as We are one; I in them, and
You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world may
know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have
loved Me.

Lastly, the third level of the oneness is the oneness of all the believers in
the expression of the divine glory....According to the revelation of the Bible
and in comparison with our experience, glory in John 17:22 refers to the
Father’s life with His nature to express His divine virtue. Hence, the glory of
God is the expression of God. Glory is not a sudden kind of beam that shines
on us and surrounds us from without. Rather, it is the Father’s divine life with
the divine nature, expressing a kind of divine radiance and splendor. This
divine, splendid expression delivers us from ourselves and makes us fully one.
(The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the
Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure, pp. 14-15)

Today’s Reading

The first level of the oneness is in the Father’s name and life, delivering
us from the natural realm. The second level of the oneness is in the reality of
the Father’s sanctifying word, delivering us from the world. Now the third
level of the oneness is in the Father’s glory, delivering us from ourselves and
causing us to become fully one in the Triune God. We have to realize that this
oneness is the Body of Christ; it is the real and practical church. The church
is the oneness lived out of the believers in the Triune God. This oneness
has God as the source and His life as the essence, in which the radiance and
splendor in divinity are fully expressed through God’s life and nature in a
sanctified realm. This is the practical church life. This is also the building.

The oneness of the Lord’s believers is not as we imagined. It is not a oneness
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arrived at by dropping our opinions and agreeing mutually with one another. The
genuine oneness of the church is a oneness in which we have the Father Himself
as the source, the Father’s life as the nature, and the Father’s sanctifying reality
as the realm, which enables us to live in purity, being unrelated to the world, and
which expresses the divine radiance and splendor through God’s life with His
nature. This oneness is the Body of Christ; it is also the building God is after. (The
Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s Aspiration and the Body
Life and Service according to His Pleasure, p. 15)

The third aspect of the genuine oneness is the oneness of the believers
in Christ in the divine glory (John 17:22-24). After many years of studying
the New Testament, we have found out that God’s glory is His divine life
with His divine nature to express Him. If we did not have the Father’s life
with the Father’s nature, it would be impossible for us to express the Father.
The expression of the Father comes from the Father’s life with the Father’s
nature. This expression of the Father is the glory....If we live by our life
with our nature to express ourselves, there will be no glory of God. In the
expression of ourselves there is no oneness; rather, there is division.

In the third aspect, we must be saved from ourself, we must lose ourself.
We must not act or do anything to express ourself; rather, we must do things
in the Father’s life with the Father’s nature to express the Father. This is
glory, and it is in this glory that we all are one. (The Intrinsic Problem in the
Lord’s Recovery Today and Its Scriptural Remedy, pp. 13-14)

May we all emphasize the oneness that the Lord has given us and preserve
the oneness of the Spirit by being mingled constantly with the Triune God, thus
removing the natural man, the world, and our self, and satisfying the aspiration
of the Lord’s desire. (The Oneness and the One Accord according to the Lord’s
Aspiration and the Body Life and Service according to His Pleasure, p. 27)

Further Reading: Christ in His Excellency, ch. 3; Life-study of John, msg. 41
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Hymns, #1081

1

Father God, Thou art the source of life.
We, Thy sons, are Thine expression;

In Thy name, our dear possession.
Father God, Thou art the source of life.
In Thy life, in Thy life,

We have oneness in Thy life.

In Thy life, in Thy life,

In Thy life, O Father, we are one.

2

How we thank Thee that Thy holy Word
With Thy nature, saturates us;

From the world it separates us.

Thank Thee, Father, for Thy holy Word.
Through Thy Word, through Thy Word,
We have oneness through Thy Word.
Through Thy Word, through Thy Word,
Through Thy holy Word we’re all made one.
3

Oh, the glory of the Triune God!

We’'re His sons, oh, what a blessing!

We His glory are expressing—

Oh, the glory of the Triune God!

In Thy glory, in Thy glory,

In Thy glory we are one.

In Thy glory, in Thy glory,

In Thy glory we are all made one!
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2014 Int’'l Chinese-speaking Conference

The Intrinsic Significance of the Church

Message Five

Taking the Shepherding Way in John 21 for the Building Up of the Church

Scripture Reading: Luke 22:31-33; Mark 16:7; John 21:15-19; 2 Cor. 7:2-7;

12:15-16
DAY 1

I. John 21, a chapter on shepherding, is the completion

and consummation of the Gospel of John; shepherding
is the key to the Gospel of John:

. If we do not know what shepherding is, the entire Gospel of John

will be in vain to us; it is only when we shepherd others that we can
know John in an intrinsic way (3:16; 4:10, 14; 10:9-18; 21:15-17).

DAY 2

. The Gospel of John is a book on Christ coming to be our life by

cherishing and nourishing us; to cherish people is to make them
happy, pleasant, and comfortable (Matt. 9:10; Luke 7:34), and to
nourish people is to feed them with the all-inclusive Christ (Matt.
24:45-47):

. When Christ as the God-Savior was recognized by Nathanael as the Son of

God, He answered him that he would see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending on Him as the Son of Man, like the heavenly
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ladder seen by Jacob in his dream, as a kind of cherishing to encourage
Nathanael to follow Him that he might participate in His nourishment with
all the divine benefits as revealed in the entire Gospel of John (1:45-51).

. When Christ as the God-Savior wanted to save an immoral woman of

Samaria, He had to travel from Judea to Galilee through Samaria and
detoured from the main way of Samaria to the city of Sychar, and He waited
at the well of Jacob, near Sychar, for His object to come that He might cherish
her by asking her to give Him something to drink so that He might nourish
her with the water of life, which is the flowing Triune God Himself (4:1-14).

. When none of the accusing Pharisees could condemn the adulterous

woman, Christ as the God-Savior, in His humanity, said to her, “Neither do
I condemn you,” to cherish her that He, as the great | Am, might nourish
her with the freedom from sin and enable her to “sin no more” (8:3-11, 24,

34-36).
DAY 3

II. After His resurrection the Lord shepherded Peter and

commissioned him to feed His lambs and shepherd His
sheep; this is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with
Christ’s heavenly ministry to take care of God’s flock, the
church that issues in the Body of Christ (21:15-17):

. Peter was self-confident in his natural strength and ability, even to

the point of thinking that he would follow the Lord both to prison
and to death (Luke 22:33).

. Peter was tested, and he denied the Lord three times, even before a

little maid (John 18:15-18, 25-27).

C. Peter was absolutely defeated and became a complete failure so that
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he might realize that he was absolutely untrustworthy and should no
longer have any confidence in himself (Matt. 26:69-75; Phil. 3:3).

. The trials through which we pass are used by the Lord to sift and

destroy our natural disposition and habits and to bring in the
constitution of the Holy Spirit in maturity and sweetness (Rom. 8:28;
Luke 22:31-32; cf. Jer. 48:11).

DAY 4

. The angel’s message to the three sisters who discovered the

resurrection of the Slave-Savior was for them to “go, tell His disciples
and Peter” (Mark 16:7):

. The phrase and Peter indicates that although Peter had failed, stumbled,

and fallen, the Lord had not forsaken him; and Peter also means and you—
you who have failed like Peter.

. May we all see what kind of heart the Lord has toward us; it is impossible

for Him not to love us, for Him to forget us, or for Him to forsake us (Rom.
5:6-10; Zech. 2:8; Isa. 49:15-16).

. The Lord came to restore Peter’s love toward Him, to charge him

with the shepherding of His church, and to prepare him for his
martyrdom so that he would not follow Him with any confidence in
his natural strength (John 21:15-19).

. To bear fruit and feed others, we need to enjoy and flow out the

riches of the divine life; this requires that we love Him (vv. 15-17;
7:38).

. Through Peter’s failure, he learned to serve the brothers by faith

in the Lord and with humility, shepherding the flock of God (Luke
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22:31-32; 1 Pet. 5:2-6).
DAY 5

III. Taking the shepherding way to preach the gospel and

A.

revive the church is a life of ministering Christ to others
in love for the building up of the church; this life is a
fruitful life (Acts 20:20, 31; 1 Cor. 8:1; John 15:5):

In taking care of the churches and in shepherding the saints, what
IS needed is the intimate concern of a ministering life (2 Cor. 7:2-7;
12:15-16; Philem. 7, 12):

In the shepherding of the saints, it is possible that we may kill others; the
reason for this killing, this fruitlessness, is the lack of intimate concern (cf.
2 Cor. 3:6):

The milk of the word of God, the life supply of Christ, should be used to
nourish the new believers in Christ, not to “boil” them (Exo. 23:19b).

If we have the ability to carry on a work but lack an intimate concern, our
work will be fruitless; our heart must be enlarged to embrace all believers,
regardless of their condition (2 Cor. 6:10-11).

How fruitful we are, how much fruit we bear, does not depend on what we
are able to do; it depends on whether we have an intimate concern.

A ministering life is a life that warms up others; if we would minister life
to the saints, we must have a genuine concern for them, a concern that is
emotional, deep, and intimate.

DAY 6
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. Love is the most excellent way for us to be anything and to do

anything for the building up of the Body of Christ (2 Tim. 1:7; 1 Cor.
12:31b; 13:4-8, 13):

. We must have the kind of love to go and tell the dormant ones who think

that the church condemns them that the church does not condemn anyone;
rather, the church wants to see all the dormant ones come back.

. Without the Lord’s mercy, we would be the same as the dormant ones;

therefore, we must love them.

. It all depends upon love, as the wise king Solomon said, “Love covers all

transgressions” (Prov. 10:12b).

. “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Cor. 8:1b).
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 21:16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do
you love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He
said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

10:14 1 am the good Shepherd, and | know My own, and My own know
Me.

The entire book [of John] covers the earthly ministry of Christ, beginning
with His incarnation as the Word of God to become a man in the flesh (1:1-
14) and ending with His resurrection as the last Adam to become the life-
giving Spirit (ch. 20); hence, chapter 21 should be an appendix. Although it
Is correct to say this, it is more intrinsic to say that John 21 is the completion
and consummation of the Gospel of John. Without chapter 21, John is
not completed. It consummates the entire Gospel of John by showing that
Christ’s heavenly ministry and the apostles’ ministry on the earth cooperate
together to carry out God’s New Testament economy.

In John 10:10, 11, and 16 the Lord unveiled to the disciples that He was
the good Shepherd who came that the sheep might have life abundantly and
that He had other sheep (the Gentiles) which He must lead to join with them
(the Jewish believers) to be one flock (one church) under one Shepherd.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 130)

Today’s Reading

Shepherding and teaching are the essential functions in the gifts (among
the gifted persons) given by Christ the ascended Head to the churches for the
building up of His Body [Eph. 4:11-12].

Among the four kinds of gifted persons, the ministry of the first three, that
is, of the apostles, prophets, and evangelists, depends upon shepherding.
This is confirmed by the Lord’s charge to Peter in John 21:15-17....Without
shepherding, the apostles, prophets, and evangelists cannot function.
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The preaching of the gospel is the top shepherding of sinners. The Lord Jesus
was the first New Testament preacher. John the Baptist was the forerunner. The
first gospel preacher, Christ, carried out His ministry by shepherding. He went to
Jericho just to visit one person, a chief tax collector (Luke 19:1-10). He did not go
there to hold a big gospel campaign with thousands of people. His desire was to
preach the gospel to gain one person, and His preaching was a shepherding.

John 4 says that while the Lord was on His way to Galilee, “He had to pass
through Samaria” (v. 4). He detoured from the main way to Sychar, near
Jacob’s well, in order to contact a sinful Samaritan woman, who previously
had five husbands. The Lord foreknew that she would come to the well
of Jacob. The well of Jacob is a type of Christ, who is the spring of water
gushing up into eternal life (v. 14b). We have to learn of the Lord’s pattern in
purposely detouring to Sychar to gain only one person.

To spend three years to gain one person is worthwhile. If you spend three
years to visit one person continually, you will gain him. After twelve years
you will have four new ones following you to the church meetings. If one
hundred saints in a local church practice this, their number can be increased
to five hundred after twelve years....Where is the increase among us? The
proper increase is due to the gospel shepherding, and shepherding means
that we have to go and visit people. Christ visited the sinners by coming
down from heaven to earth to find the lost sheep, one by one. We have to
learn of Him.

John 21 is a chapter on shepherding....This chapter is not merely an
appendix but also the completion and consummation of the Gospel of John,
a book on Christ being God coming to be our life. The writer of this Gospel
spent twenty chapters to unveil such a Christ. Eventually, such a book has
a conclusion on shepherding. If we do not know what shepherding is, the
entire Gospel of John will be in vain to us. It is only when we shepherd
others that we can know John in an intrinsic way. Shepherding is the key to
the Gospel of John. (The Vital Groups, pp. 59-60)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, ch. 13; The
Vital Groups, msg. 7
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 4:7 There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to
her, Give Me something to drink.

13-14 Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water
shall thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | will give him
shall by no means thirst forever; but the water that I will give him will
become in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life.

To cherish people is to make them happy, to comfort them, to make them
feel that you are pleasant to them, easy to be contacted in everything and in
every way. Our contact with people must be so genuine. Genuineness can be
produced only by the cross plus resurrection. Only a crossed-out, resurrected
person can be genuine in everything.

To cherish people is to make them happy, pleasant, and comfortable;
to nourish people is to feed them with the all-inclusive Christ in His full
ministry in His three stages. (The Vital Groups, pp. 97, 101)

Today’s Reading

When His disciples rejected people bringing their children to Him, He
stopped their preventing and asked them to bring the children to Him, and
He cherished the parents by laying His hands on their children (Matt. 19:13-
15). The disciples’ preventing surely offended the parents. Quite often we
are preventing people instead of cherishing people. The Lord stopped the
disciples’ preventing.

Christ as the Son of Man came to eat and drink with the tax collectors and
sinners, even as their friend, to cherish them that they might be nourished by
Him with His redemption and salvation (Luke 7:34). The Pharisees criticized
the Lord for this, but His making friends with these sinful people was to lay the
foundation so that He could nourish them with His redemption and salvation.
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When Christ as the God-Savior was recognized by Nathanael as the Son
of God, He answered him that he would see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending on Him as the Son of Man, like the heavenly
ladder seen by Jacob in his dream, as a kind of cherishing to encourage
Nathanael to follow Him that he might participate in His nourishment with
all the divine benefits as revealed in the entire Gospel of John (1:45-51).

Christ in His humanity is the standing ladder. The Ark with the tabernacle,
built of acacia wood overlaid with gold, is also a type of Christ. Acacia wood
signifies Christ’s humanity, and gold signifies Christ’s divinity. This wood
is the standing part; the gold is the overlaying part. To stand we need to be
human in resurrection. Jesus became the ladder not by His divinity but by His
humanity, not by Him as the Son of God but by Him as the Son of Man. He is
the heavenly ladder, the uplifted stairway, to bring heaven to earth and to join
earth to heaven for the building of the house of God.

When Christ as the God-Savior wanted to save an immoral woman
of Samaria, He had to travel from Judea to Galilee through Samaria and
detoured from the main way of Samaria to the city of Sychar, and He waited
at the well of Jacob, near Sychar, for His object to come that He might
cherish her by asking her to give Him something to drink so that He might
nourish her with the water of life, which is the flowing Triune God Himself
(4:1-14)....He waited at the well of Jacob for her to come in order to cherish
her so that she could be nourished with the living water of the Triune God.

When none of the accusing Pharisees could condemn the adulterous
woman, Christ as the God-Savior, in His humanity, said to her, “Neither do I
condemn you,” to cherish her that He, as the great I Am, might nourish her
with the freedom from sin and enable her to “sin no more” (8:3-11, 24, 34-36).
Christ is the divine, great “I Am,” who can set people free from sin. (The Vital
Groups, pp. 98-100)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msg. 10
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment
John 18:27 Then Peter denied again, and immediately a rooster crowed.

21:17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me?
Peter was grieved that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me?
And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You know that I love
You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

When the Lord stayed with His disciples after His resurrection and before
His ascension, in one of His appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His
lambs and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the heavens
(John 21:15-17). Shepherding implies feeding, but it includes much more
than feeding. To shepherd is to take all-inclusive tender care of the flock.

This is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with Christ’s heavenly ministry
to take care of God’s flock, which is the church that issues in the Body of
Christ. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 131)

Today’s Reading

Peter was self-confident in his natural strength and ability even to the
point of thinking that he would follow the Lord both to prison and to death
(Luke 22:33)....Peter was tested and he denied the Lord three times, even
before a little maid (John 18:15-18, 25-27)....Peter was absolutely defeated
and became a complete failure (Matt. 26:69-75). He did have a heart to love
the Lord, but he was too confident in his own strength, his natural strength.
His love for the Lord was precious, but his natural strength had to be denied
and dealt with. The Lord allowed Peter to fail utterly in denying the Lord to
His face three times, so that his natural strength and self-confidence could be
dealt with.... Through his failure, Peter learned to serve the brothers by faith
in the Lord and with humility (Luke 22:32; 1 Pet. 5:5-6). Peter was really
broken and was turned from the natural ability to something in resurrection.

2014 Int’l Chinese-speaking Conference - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 5



HMXZPNAHAEMAHLAZHNERE+FIR
L 228 (%M mMEEEERELFTIMmMENTE -
B MNEMEZSEFDPREN - mESFHE
MTEHELE AN  BAXANADENTIHERER
T HMIESENSEEMETRRAVRATLEAN (F
FENEEXR - —)/\—=2—)N\"EKH) -

WEET (EMNBALERE)=FF... -thoJsE=R:
FTERTERMNA? . A—RIMESEHE - hLEE
BIA—IRERE , BE2XH MR - MERESSt -
FERfthigEF—% - EME=XRERBE (BT
31~34) - B - RERTFIEMNIR - thHEREE
BEIRABIATERRRE - fhERZER - "X - FAZEBIS -
HMPEHRBN—K - ROIBELCPIEESS - £ -
Bl - IEKRF - 0 BERAY - FLPILEFER - FeFIEE
BEEES , EELBMIHRI|BEMABE - ML
ZiEEBEC (BRI REMUREBEESRKREZFE D
gvEE - =HE) -

(EEM) &8 FREAESIEL . thEEHE
b FRAREEKE  hEERBE - REERMER
BEAT—EFNES  CEASNBEEERMEE -
MAERMFABENIESHE - HAERAEZER
HESREMBEAR  EENSARSNEEREEN
wH - ERABEAXNES  RESHMAE—MEA
MBS - SEILER S EERRSRMARA T - Fd
EENEARBERRRMRANMER - RAWEE .
FERFIS CARBOMAM - EHRASEAR - HEH -

BM—EE MOELEEEERMES: 5
BRMBERS  BERY; £ FERMOCEDRE
TERVMET - DA FIZHBIERAS - K2
I (AR ESSEENM - —\AE—/\tH) -

238 SEMEAE BT8R ; REBEXE
SEEESEIUM - S0+ T ; A8 - S -

O NFHEHKREEISE - S5 R REES -5 6 H

Our natural strength and ability must be dealt with and put on the
cross. Then [we] will be in resurrection and full of the divine element. Then
whatever we do in the church service will be a ministry of the divine element
to others. If our natural strength and ability are not dealt with, we will
minister something natural to people by our church service. (Basic Lessons
on Service, pp. 157-158)

Peter saw [the God-man living] for three and a half years....He may have
asked, “What is this man?” Once he told the Lord that he would not deny
Him as others would, but the Lord told him that Satan had asked to have
him to sift him as wheat and that he would deny Him three times (Luke
22:31-34). In this way Peter was discipled. He spoke as a natural man.
He should have said, “Lord, I am no exception. I am the same as all my
brothers, and | may be weaker than them. Lord, have mercy upon me and
save me.” Similarly, we may say that we are able to live in corporate living,
but eventually we will find out that we are not. We should have no trust in
ourselves. (A Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of
the Lord, p. 34)

[The discipline of the Holy Spirit] is...for our disposition. It involves
not only our ways but also our character. We have a new life within us; the
Spirit of God is dwelling in us. He knows what we need, and He knows the
kind of experience that will bring us the most benefit. The discipline of the
Holy Spirit is God’s ordering of the proper environment through the Holy
Spirit in order to meet our need and accomplish His work of breaking and
constituting us. Thus, the discipline of the Holy Spirit destroys our natural
disposition and habits and brings in the constitution of the Holy Spirit in
maturity and in sweetness.

First, we need to be torn down, and then we need to be built up again.
Second, we do not do the tearing-down and building-up work ourselves; God
arranges the environment to tear us down and build us up. (CWWN, vol. 50,
“Messages for Building Up New Believers,” p. 711)

Further Reading: Basic Lessons on Service, lsn. 20; Collected Works of
Watchman Nee, vol. 50, ch. 42; The Vital Groups, msg. 4
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Mark 16:7 But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you
into Galilee. There you will see Him, even as He told you.

Matt. 28:7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has been raised
from the dead, and behold, He goes before you into Galilee. There you
will see Him. Behold, I have told you.

The Gospel of Matthew says that after the Lord’s resurrection, an angel
told the women to tell His disciples of His resurrection. The Gospel of Mark
records that the angel asked the women to tell the Lord’s disciples and Peter.
Oh, the words “and Peter” cause tears to fall....Since John was the one whom
the Lord loved, why does the Bible not say “and John”? Since Thomas was
doubtful about the Lord’s resurrection, why does it not say “and Thomas”?
The angel did not mention the best disciples or the most needy disciples. He
specifically mentioned Peter. (CWWN, vol. 18, p. 251)

Today’s Reading

Three days before the resurrection, Peter committed a great sin, a sin that would
cause the Lord not to confess him before the Father’s angels. Peter not only denied
the Lord before men, he even denied the Lord before a maid who was despised by
others at that time. But the Lord wanted the women to tell the disciples and Peter
about His resurrection. The words “and Peter” have a very deep meaning!

The Lord specifically mentioned him. This is the gospel! Brothers and
sisters, do you know that once the Lord saves you, He saves you eternally?
Although you may be discouraged, the Lord will never be discouraged. A sinful
person like you may feel shame in turning back to Him, but the One you have
sinned against considers that there is nothing wrong in returning to Him.

When the Holy Spirit was writing the Bible, He specifically wanted to
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show us that, even though these few words were considered unimportant
by Matthew, Luke, and John, they were very unforgettable and important
to Peter who dictated the Gospel of Mark. “And Peter” had special meaning
for him. Each remembrance of these words was sweet. Words of grace are
especially memorable to the person who receives the grace.

Brothers and sisters, when you are at the Lord’s table meeting
remembering the Lord, are you still afraid of God in your heart?...If He was
willing to go to the cross because He loved you, would He stop loving you just
because you failed, fell, and backslid? Would the love He had on the cross
decrease? It may be very easy for you not to love Him, draw near to Him, or
return to Him; but it is impossible for Him to forget you, forsake you, or not
love you....When you want to come close to the Lord, but feel that you are
very far from Him and have no strength to come near to Him, you need to
remember the words “and Peter.”...You should know that the Lord has not
forsaken you. The Lord did not desert Peter, and neither has He forsaken
you. “And Peter” means “and you”—“you” who have failed like Peter. May
you see the Lord’s heart for you. If you see the Lord’s heart, you will run
toward Him. (CWWN, vol. 18, pp. 251, 253-254)

In John 21:15...the Lord was...restoring Peter’s love toward Him. Peter did
have a heart to love the Lord, but he was too confident of his own strength,
his natural strength. His love for the Lord was precious, but his natural
strength had to be denied and dealt with. The Lord allowed him to utterly
fail by denying Him to His face three times (18:17, 25, 27) so that his natural
strength and his self-confidence might be dealt with. Furthermore, Peter had
just taken the lead in backsliding from the Lord’s call. His natural confidence
in his love toward the Lord must also have been dealt with by this failure.
Since he might have been somewhat disappointed, the Lord came to restore
his love toward Him, to charge him with the shepherding of His church, and
to prepare him for his martyrdom, so that he would not follow Him with any
confidence in his natural strength. (Life-study of John, pp. 585-586)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 18, ch. 3; Life-study of John, msgs. 48-49
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 7:3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I have said before that you
are in our hearts for our dying together and our living together.

12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf of your
souls. If I love you more abundantly, am | loved less?

What we have in 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 is the intimate concern of the
ministering life. Every believer who loves the Lord and who wants to come
up to God’s standard should become a minister of the new covenant. As long
as we are believers in Christ, we should be New Testament ministers, no
matter whether we happen to be apostles, evangelists, elders, or deacons.
Such a minister is a person who supplies Christ to others for the building up
of the church, His Body. When | was young | heard that every believer should
be a preacher of the gospel. Now we see that we should be not merely gospel
preachers, but ministers of the new covenant, those who minister Christ as
life so that the church may be built up as the Body of Christ. This ministry
should be carried out not only by apostles and elders; it should be carried out
by everyone in the church. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, p. 379)

Today’s Reading

The ministering life we see in 2 Corinthians is a fruitful life. We may
be “spiritual,” “holy,” and “victorious” and yet not be fruitful. There
are problems with that kind of spirituality, holiness, and victory. It is
questionable whether those qualities are true and genuine. Is it not unusual
that one could be “spiritual” without being fruitful? According to the Bible,
being spiritual is for the purpose of being fruitful. In the Gospel of John the
Lord does not tell us to be spiritual, holy, and victorious. Rather, in John 15
He charges us to bear fruit, even to bear much fruit, abiding fruit. This is to
live a ministering life.

It is possible to become knowledgeable in spiritual matters and powerful
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in preaching and yet still be unfruitful. In fact, instead of being fruitful and
ministering life, such a person may cause others to suffer death. A brother
may even visit another locality and hold a conference, but the results of that
conference may be that many are killed. They are killed not by wrong words,
but by right words. Furthermore, in the shepherding of the saints, it is also
possible that we may Kill others. The reason for this killing, this fruitlessness,
is the lack of intimate concern. A brother who has a conference with a
particular church may be concerned only for the giving of messages; he
may not have any genuine concern for the church in that locality. Likewise,
we may visit a family to shepherd them, but we may not have any loving
concern. Rather, our motive may be to display our knowledge, spirituality,
gift, or capability. The result is a killing.

If we have ability to carry on a work but lack an intimate concern, our
work will be fruitless. What is needed to establish a good family life and
church life is intimate concern. How fruitful we are, how much fruit we bear,
does not depend on what we are able to do. It depends on whether or not we
have an intimate concern.

In 2 Corinthians 7 Paul was very emotional. In verse 13 he says that he
“rejoiced more abundantly over the joy of Titus.”...Paul was very human
and emotional in his ministering of life. Paul was so emotional because his
concern was so deep and intimate. Without this kind of concern, we could
never be abundantly rejoicing in the way Paul was. Instead, we may be as
cold as a freezer, altogether lacking in concern for the saints. Instead of
warming up others, we make them even colder. Nothing can grow when it is
in such a frozen condition....A ministering life...is a life that warms up others.
Learn to warm others. This is to have an intimate concern for them.

If we do not have this kind of concern for others, we shall not be fruitful.
If I would minister life to the saints, | must have a genuine concern for them,
a concern that is emotional, deep, and intimate. | must be so concerned that,
at times, I may appear to others to be foolish or beside myself. (Life-study of
2 Corinthians, pp. 380-384)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 44
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment
1 Cor. 8:1 ...Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.
12:31 ...And moreover I show to you a most excellent way.

13:13 Now there abide faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of
these is love.

The end of 1 Corinthians 12 reveals that love is the most excellent way
(v. 31b). How can one be an elder? Love is the most excellent way. How can
one be a co-worker? Love is the most excellent way. How do we shepherd
people? Love is the most excellent way. Love is the most excellent way for us
to prophesy and to teach others. Love is the most excellent way for us to be
anything or do anything. (The Vital Groups, p. 74)

Today’s Reading

Love prevails. We should love everybody, even our enemies. If the co-
workers and elders do not love the bad ones, eventually they will have
nothing to do. We must be perfect as our Father is perfect (Matt. 5:48) by
loving the evil ones and the good ones without any discrimination. We must
be perfect as our Father because we are His sons, His species. This is most
crucial. How can we be a co-worker and an elder? It is by love in every way.
We must love any kind of person. The Lord Jesus said that He came to be
a Physician, not for the healthy ones, but for the sick ones. The Lord said,
“Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those who are ill”
(Matt. 9:12).

The church is not a police station to arrest people or a law court to judge
people, but a home to raise up the believers. Parents know that the worse
their children are, the more they need their raising up. If our children were
angels, they would not need our parenting to raise them up. The church is a
loving home to raise up the children. The church is also a hospital to heal and
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to recover the sick ones. Finally, the church is a school to teach and edify the
unlearned ones who do not have much understanding. Because the church
is a home, a hospital, and a school, the co-workers and elders should be one
with the Lord to raise up, to heal, to recover, and to teach others in love.

Some of the churches, however, are police stations to arrest the sinful
ones and law courts to judge them. Paul’s attitude was different. He said,
“Who is weak, and I am not weak?” (2 Cor. 11:29a)....Who is without sin?
Who is perfect? Paul said, “To the weak I became weak that I might gain the
weak” (1 Cor. 9:22). This is love. We should not consider that others are weak
but we are not. This is not love. Love covers and builds up, so love is the most
excellent way for us to be anything and to do anything for the building up of
the Body of Christ. (The Vital Groups, pp. 74-75)

We need to have this kind of love and go to tell all the dormant ones who
think that the church condemns them that the church does not condemn
anyone. Rather, the church wants to see all the dormant ones come back.
If they all would come back, | would weep with tears of thanksgiving to the
Lord. The Lord can testify for me that | do not condemn anyone. We have
no qualification to condemn anyone. Without the Lord’s mercy, we would be
the same as the dormant ones. Therefore, we must love them. It all depends
upon love, as the wise king Solomon said, “Love covers all transgressions”
(Prov. 10:12). We love people. We love the opposers, and we love the top
rebels. I really mean it. We love them and do not hate them. Who am 1? | am
not qualified to condemn or to hate. Am I perfect? Even the prophet Isaiah,
when he saw the Lord, said, “Woe is me, for I am finished! / For I am a man
of unclean lips, / And in the midst of a people of unclean lips I dwell” (Isa.
6:5). Who is clean today? If we criticize people and say something bad about
them, we are not clean. (A Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers,
and Seekers of the Lord, pp. 32-33)

Teaching without love may puff us up. We may listen to the messages
of the ministry and become puffed up with mere knowledge. This does not
build up. Love builds up. (The Vital Groups, p. 71)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msg. 8; A Word of Love to the Co-
workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord, ch. 2
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Jesus, our wonderful Shepherd
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Jesus Himself is our pasture,
He is the food that we eat;

We as His sheep are fed richly

L SpEEM HIEAGH, it
it B A S, BT E AL

Each time, whenever we meet.

4
E‘ Egﬁﬁkgaj{]%%%, T@%&{Fﬁgﬁﬁ#@ Dwell we here on a high mountain,
HMEBE Bty =E, FGREBEBHME, Wet with the morning-fresh dew,
Slaking our thirst at the fountain,
e, JMG ARSI, HEE R ! Water so living and new.
FrARziE—EAE, T, 5

Christ is our rest and enjoyment,

Fi. EBRRMOEZ, AR e
RIS FLIBE,  SEFEERST, Here we have nothing to fear;

Here all the sheep dwell securely,

Kept by His presence so dear.
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