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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015)

The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
Message One

The Priesthood and the Kingship for God’s Building
Scripture Reading: Zech. 6:11-15; Gen. 1:26; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Heb. 4:16; Rev. 22:1

Outline
Day 1

The visions in Zechariah of comfort, consolation, and
encouragement are confirmed by the crowning of Joshua
the high priest—typifying Christ in His priesthood—
linked with Zerubbabel the governor of Judah—typifying
Christ as the Shoot of David in His kingship—6:11-15:

A. Christ is the Shoot of Jehovah, referring to His divinity;

the Shoot of Jehovah denotes that through His incarnation
Christ is a new development of Jehovah God for the Triune
God to branch Himself out in His divinity into humanity; this
is for Jehovah God's increase and spread in the universe—
Isa. 4:2; 7:14; Matt. 1:22-23.

. Christ is also the Shoot of David (typified by Zerubbabel), referring

to His humanity and royal faithfulness—Zech. 3:8; Jer. 23:5.

. Christ, typified in Zechariah 6:11-13 by two persons, Joshua

and Zerubbabel, is the unique One to hold the two offices of
the priesthood and the kingship in God’s administration for
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6:13b); between the two means between the priesthood and
the kingship (cf. 1:1; Ezra 5:1).
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point of the heavenly Christ is that He is both the High
Priest and the King (the King of righteousness and the King
of peace), as typified by Melchizedek—5:10; 7:1-3, 28; 8:1-2:

A. Christ is not only the King with power and authority but also

1.

the High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek—2:17;
4:14; 5:6,10; 6:20; 8:1; 9:11; Psa. 110:1-4:
Christ’s heavenly ministry in His ascension includes both His kingship and
His priesthood for the building up of the church as the temple of Jehovah, the
temple of God—Heb. 7:1-2; Zech. 6:13, 15; 1 Cor. 3:16-17.

2. As the King, Christ has the scepter to rule over the earth and to manage our

affairs, and as the High Priest, He is interceding for us and taking care of our
case before God—Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25-26; 9:24; Acts 5:31; Rom. 8:34; Rev.
1:12-13.

B. As the kingly High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek,

1.

Christ ministers God into us as our supply to fulfill God'’s
eternal purpose—Heb. 7:1-2; 8:1-2; Gen. 14:18-20:

In His earthly ministry Christ was a High Priest according to the order of Aaron
for the putting away of sin—Heb. 9:14, 26.

2. Then, in His heavenly ministry Christ was designated a High Priest according to

the order of Melchizedek (5:6,10), not to offer sacrifices for sin but to minister

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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to us the very God who was processed through incarnation, human living,
crucifixion, and resurrection, signified by the bread and the wine (Matt. 26:26-
28), as our life supply to nourish, refresh, sustain, comfort, and strengthen us
so that we may be saved to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25).

. Christ’s kingly priesthood is for fighting against God'’s

enemies to bring in righteousness and peace so that He may
minister the processed Triune God into us as our daily supply
and enjoyment—uv. 1-2; Gen. 14:18-20.

. Christ’'s divine priesthood is for saving us to the uttermost

in His life unto glorification from all the by-products of
death, such as vanity, groaning, sighing, decay, bondage,
corruption, and slavery; His divine priesthood is the absence
of death and the presence of life—Heb. 7:25, 28; Rom. 5:10;
8:19, 21, 23, 30.

Day 3
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The priesthood and the kingship are for God’s image
and dominion; the priesthood causes man to have the
image of God, and the kingship causes man to have the
dominion of God to accomplish God’s original intention:

A. There are two main aspects in the creation of man: image and
dominion (Gen. 1:26); image is for the expression of God, and
dominion is for the representation of God to deal with His enemy.

B. The priesthood is for the expression of God; the priests enjoy the
Lord, and they become His expression, manifestation, habitation, and
dwelling place (His spiritual house as His holy priesthood)—1 Pet. 2:5:

1. The line of “image” is the line of the priesthood, because only when man draws near
to God and allows God to flow through him can God be expressed in His image.
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. The priesthood is for contacting God to be mingled with God and to be

transformed into and conformed to Christ’s image for His expression—2 Cor.
3:18; Rom. 8:28-29.

. The kingship is for the Lord’s authority, His dominion; the

kings represent God with His authority to deal with His
enemy—Matt. 28:19-20; Rom. 16:20:

. The line of “dominion” is the line of the kingship, because a king receives

authority from God in order to reign for God.

. The kingship is for reigning in life (by the abundance of grace and the inward

reigning of grace) over Satan, sin, and death to represent God with His
dominion for His kingdom—5:17, 21.

. The redemption accomplished through Christ’s blood “made

us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father’—Reuv. 1:5b-6a.

. In the millennium the overcomers will be priests, drawing

near to God and Christ, and they will also be kings, reigning
over the nations with Christ—2:26-27; 20:4, 6.

. The believers who are defeated will forfeit this reward; however,

after being dealt with in the millennium, these defeated ones will
participate in the blessing of this reward in that they will serve
God in the priesthood and represent God in the kingship as the
New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth—22:3, 5:

. When the New Jerusalem is manifested, the holy city is like jasper (21:11, 18a);

jasper denotes the image of God, because God’s appearance is like jasper (4:3);
in the holy city the water of life—the Spirit of life—flows to fill the city with God;
hence, the image of God, the expression of God, is fully realized.

. Furthermore, those who are a part of the New Jerusalem will reign as kings and

exercise God’s authority for eternity—22:5.
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22:1 speak of Christ being both the King and the Priest:

A. According to the picture of the New Jerusalem, the authority of

1.

the throne and the fellowship of life, the flow of life (v. 1), are for
the building of the New Jerusalem; this corresponds to Zechariah
6:12-13, which speaks of the offices of the priesthood and the
kingship converging in Joshua and Zerubbabel, who are types of
the Lord Jesus, for the sake of the building of God's temple:

The river of water of life, the flow of life, is the divine fellowship of being
saturated and soaked with God for His holy priesthood with His image, His
expression—1 Pet. 2:5.

The throne of God and of the Lamb is the rule and headship of Christ as the
embodiment of God for His royal priesthood with His dominion, His kingdom—
v. 9.

The priests draw near to God, enter into the Holy of Holies to
touch the throne of God, and allow God as rivers of living water
to flow through them and into other persons (John 7:37-39a);
the flowing of the water of life from the throne into us and out
from us is the only way that builds up the church of God.

Day 5

. In Hebrews Christ as the Priest brings the believers into the

Holy of Holies, that is, into fellowship with God (2:17; 3:1;
4:14; 5:6; 7:1); in Matthew Christ as the King is Emmanuel,
God with us, the One who joins God with man and brings the
authority of God to man (1:1, 23; 2:6):
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. Hebrews speaks of the building of a city (11:9-10, 16; 12:22), whereas the

Gospel of Matthew speaks of the building of the church (16:18); the building of
the church and the building of the city are the same thing.

. Christ is both the Priest and the King for God’s building; in Christ there is the

fellowship of the priesthood and the authority of the kingship, both of which
are for God’s building; on the one hand, Christ flows out the fellowship of life to
us for God’s image, and on the other hand, He brings us under the authority of
the throne for God’s dominion.

. First Peter 2:9 reveals that the redeemed ones are a “royal

priesthood”; the word royal means that we have the position and
authority of a king (the throne), and the word priesthood indicates
that we have the fellowship of life (the river of water of life).

. Everyone among us should be a royal priest (v. 9), one

who has the flow of life from the throne; in every one of us
there should be an expression of both the priesthood and the
kingship; God's intention for His people is to make them a
kingdom of priests (Exo. 19:4, 6; Rev. 5:10).

Day 6

V. According to Hebrews 4:16, the way to minister as a

priest is simply to come forward to the throne of grace to
receive mercy and find grace for timely help:

A. We should compare Hebrews 4:16 with Revelation 22:1,

which says that the river of water of life proceeds out of the
throne of God.

B. When we come forward to behold God and contact Him by

praying in our spirit to touch His throne, we experience the
Spirit flowing in us, flowing through us, and supplying us.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 1 Outline - Page 6
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C. This supply, this flow of the Spirit of life, is the timely help,

which is the mercy and grace of God; mercy and grace refer
to God flowing through us and being gained by us.

D. Timely help is the living God, the flowing God, coming into

us and flowing through us to refresh, water, and supply us;
whenever, by the Lord’s blood (Heb. 10:19-20), we come
forward and touch the throne of grace, God flows to refresh
and water us, and we experience indescribable joy, no matter
how harsh the circumstances are (1 Pet. 1:8).

. To the believers this throne is the throne of grace, but to God’s

enemy it is the throne of authority; the throne of grace is related to
the priesthood, and the throne of authority is related to the kingship:

. Out from the throne of God flows the river of water of life for grace (Rev. 22:1)

and the river of fire for judgment (Dan. 7:9-10).

. The flow of the river of water of life produces the New Jerusalem as a city of

water, but the river of the fire of God’s judgment flows into the lake of fire.

. When we touch the throne of grace and allow the water of life to flow through

us, we receive mercy and grace for timely help; then we can touch His throne of
authority so that He can judge the improper situations within us.

. God wants us to enter into the Holy of Holies, our spirit, in

order to touch the throne of grace and allow the water of life
to flow through us; this flow will bring us into the fellowship
with God and will cause us to be built up in His life to be
His dwelling place, His spiritual house, His holy and royal
priesthood—i1 Pet. 2:5, 9.
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« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 6:12-13 ...Speak to [Joshua the high priest], saying, Thus speaks
Jehovah of hosts, saying, Here is a man, whose name is the Shoot; and
he will shoot forth from his place and will build the temple of Jehovah.
Indeed, it is he who will build the temple of Jehovah; and he will bear
majesty and will sit and rule on his throne; and he will be a priest on
his throne; and the counsel of peace will be between the two of them.

The...eight visions of comfort, consolation, and encouragement [in Zechariah
1—6] are confirmed by the crowning of Joshua the high priest—typifying Christ
in His priesthood—linked with Zerubbabel the governor of Judah (6:12-13),
typifying Christ as the Shoot of David in His kingship....Christ, typified in verses
11 through 13 by two persons, Joshua and Zerubbabel, is the unique One to
hold the two offices of the priesthood and the kingship. In all history He is the
only person qualified to bear the responsibilities of these two offices in God’s
administration. Thus, in Hebrews 7 Christ is both the High Priest and the King, as
typified by Melchizedek (cf. Gen. 14:18). Because Melchizedek bore the two offices
of the priesthood and the kingship, he was a type of Christ as the One who would
bear both the priesthood and the kingship in God’s administration. (Zech. 6:11,
footnote 1)

Between the two [v. 13] means between the priesthood and the kingship. In the
Old Testament no king could be a priest, but in the millennium both Christ and the
overcomers will be kings to reign and priests to serve God. These two responsibilities
will be reconciled in both Christ and the overcomers. (Zech. 6:13, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

[Zechariah 6:12-13] tells us that Christ is the Shoot [Branch, KJV], and as
both Priest and King, He will build the temple of Jehovah. According to Isaiah
4:2 and 11:1, Christ is both the Shoot of Jehovah and the Branch of Jesse. In
His humanity He is the Branch of Jesse, and in His divinity He is the Shoot

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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of Jehovah. By this we can see that the Branch refers to His incarnation, that
is, His divinity mingled with humanity. This One who is called the Branch has
both the divine and human natures in Him. He is the Shoot out of God and the
Branch out of man.

It is as the Shoot that He will build the temple of Jehovah bearing two ministries.
One is the priesthood, and the other is the kingship....He is both Priest and King for
the purpose of building the temple of Jehovah. In order to build up the temple of
Jehovah properly, the Shoot needs to bear the priesthood and the kingship.

John 15 tells us that we are branches of the Shoot. The Shoot is the true vine,
and we are the branches of this Shoot. We are branches of the incarnated One.
This is very basic, for the building up of the church is a matter of incarnation. The
church is not merely a group of human believers; it is a group of people who are
peculiar, strange, and wonderful because they are mingled with God.

The word hybrid may not be the best word, yet it gives a picture of two lives
mingled together. Therefore, a Christian is the highest hybrid....We are a peculiar
people yet so marvelous and wonderful because we are a mingling of God with
man. We are branches of the Shoot. If we live simply as a man, we are not in
reality a member of the church. We must be a hybrid. Others should find it rather
hard to tell what we are. All the members of the Body of Christ are a peculiar
people because they are a mingling of God with man. They are branches of the
Shoot, and they must also bear the twofold ministry of the priesthood and the
kingship.

In Zechariah 3 Joshua the high priest is related to the building of the temple,
and in chapter 4 Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, is also related to the building
of the temple.

[In Haggai 1:1-2] the governor and the high priest are mentioned together. The
high priest represents the priesthood, and the governor represents the kingship.
Again, the priesthood and the kingship are both directly related to the building of
the temple of God. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, pp. 451-453)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 4
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:18 And Melchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and
wine. Now he was priest of God the Most High.

Psa. 110:4 Jehovah has sworn, and He will not change: You are a Priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

The Christ in heaven who can be experienced by us subjectively in our spirit
is mainly the High Priest....The focus of Hebrews is the heavenly Christ, the
main point of the heavenly Christ is that He is the High Priest, and Hebrews is
concerned primarily with the priesthood of Christ.

Christ is the High Priest, but His status is that of a king. As He functions as
a Priest, He is a King....He combines the kingship together with the priesthood
(Zech. 6:13) for God’s building and for His glory. Christ’s kingship maintains a
peaceful order through righteousness. This peaceful order is necessary for God’s
building. The building of God’s house is in a situation of peace. Christ’s priesthood
ministers all the supply needed for the building of God. In this His glory is
manifested.

A priest who offers sacrifices for pitiful sinners does not need to be a
king....But, in order for the High Priest to minister the processed God to a
victorious fighter, He must be both the King of righteousness and the King of
peace. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 359, 362)

Today’s Reading

Christ is not only the King with power and authority (Psa. 110:1-2); He is also
the High Priest (Heb. 2:17; 4:14; 6:20; 8:1; 9:11). Christ’s heavenly ministry in His
ascension includes both His kingship and His priesthood. As the King He has the
scepter to rule over the earth and to manage our affairs, and as the High Priest He
is interceding for us and taking care of our case before God (Heb. 7:25-26; 9:24;
Rom. 8:34; Rev. 1:12-13). (Psa. 110:4, footnote 1)
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In His earthly ministry Christ was a High Priest according to the order of
Aaron for the putting away of sin (Heb. 9:14, 26). Then, in His heavenly ministry
Christ was designated a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb.
5:6, 10), not to offer sacrifices for sin but to minister to us the very God who
was processed through incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection,
signified by the bread and the wine (Matt. 26:26-28), as our life supply that we
may be saved to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25a). (Gen. 14:18, footnote 3)

According to the Scriptures, there are three aspects of the priesthood: the
aspect of the Aaronic priesthood, the aspect of the kingly priesthood, and the
aspect of the divine priesthood.

While the Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin, the kingly priesthood
ministers God to us,...the One who has been processed and imparted to us to be
our daily supply.

That man should eat and drink of God was the original and initial intention
of God in His eternal plan (Gen. 2:9-10). In God'’s eternal plan, God intended to
dispense Himself into man to be man’s everything that man might become His
complete expression. This intention can only be accomplished by Christ’s kingly
priesthood, which ministers the processed God to us as our daily supply. However,
before this was accomplished, sin came in. Therefore, the problem of sin had to be
solved....Since Satan had brought in sin to frustrate God’s purpose, the problem of
sin had to be solved. Hence, there was the need of the Aaronic priesthood, which
was brought in to solve the problem of sin.

Although sin is over, it caused a tremendous result—death. According to
Romans 5, the issue of sin is death. We should not understand death according to
the narrow view of our human concept. According to the broadest understanding
of death in the Bible, death includes vanity, corruption, sighing, groaning, and
decay. Everything is decaying....In Romans 5, we have sin and death; in Romans
8 we have vanity, corruption, bondage, groaning, and decay....Because of the
issues of death, we need the divine priesthood, which is the presence of life and
the absence of death....To be saved from these issues of death...is not the saving
of the Savior but the saving of the divine priesthood. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp.

381-384)
Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 32-35
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; and let them have dominion...over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Rev. 1:5-6 ...Jesus Christ...who loves us and has released us from our sins
by His blood and made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to
Him be the glory and the might forever and ever. Amen.

God created man in His image so that man would be His expression, and
He gave dominion to man so that man would be His representation (Gen.
1:26)....The line of image is the line of the priesthood, because only when man
draws near to God and allows God to flow through him can God’s image be
expressed. Moses remained in the presence of God and fellowshipped with God
for forty days. As a result, he was saturated with God, and his face was shining
(Exo. 34:28-30). In those forty days Moses was with God as a priest. He put
aside all other matters and remained with God. He lived in the presence of God,
touched God, and allowed God to flow through him and saturate him so that
his whole being was filled with the glory of God. This shows that those who bear
the image of God live the life of a priest in a practical way. (The Priesthood and
God’s Building, p. 92)

Today’s Reading

It is easy to associate the line of dominion with the line of the kingship, because
a king receives authority from God in order to reign for God. Hence, in the Bible
the lines of image and dominion are the lines of the priesthood and the kingship.
These two lines run from the beginning of the Bible to the end of the Bible. When
the Bible speaks of God creating man, it speaks of image and dominion. In the
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last book of the Bible, Revelation, the apostle John says that the Lord has released
us from our sins by His blood so that we might be priests (1:5-6), that the Lord
made us priests and a kingdom to reign on the earth (5:10), and that when we
are resurrected and enter into glory, we will be priests who will reign with the
Lord (20:6). Finally, when the New Jerusalem is manifested, the holy city is like
jasper (21:11, 18). Jasper denotes the image of God, because God is like jasper
in appearance (4:3). In the holy city the water of life—the Spirit of life—flows to
fill the city with God; hence, the image of God is fully expressed. Furthermore,
those who are a part of the New Jerusalem will reign as kings and exercise God’s
authority for eternity (22:5).

The two lines of the priesthood and the kingship run through the Bible.
The priesthood enables man to express God, and the kingship enables man to
represent God. The priesthood causes man to have the image of God, and the
kingship causes man to have the dominion of God.

God created man with the intention that man would be a priest, that is, a
person who draws near to God, allows God to flow through him, is saturated with
God, and expresses the glory of God. God also intended that man would exercise
His authority. (The Priesthood and God’s Building, pp. 92-93)

There are two main aspects in the creation of man: image and authority,
dominion (Gen. 1:26). Image refers to the expression of God, and dominion is for
the representation of God to deal with His enemy. These two aspects were in God’s
original intention....From the beginning to the end of the Bible there are these two
lines, the line of image and expression and the line of dominion and representation.

The priesthood is for the expression of God. The priests enjoy the Lord, and
they become His expression, manifestation, habitation, and dwelling place.
Through the priesthood God fully gains His image and expression. The kingship,
on the other hand, is for authority and dominion. The kings represent God to deal
with His enemy. These are the two items of the original intention of God. (CWWL,
1965, vol. 2, p. 466)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “Functioning in Life as Gifts Given to
the Body of Christ,” chs. 7-8
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its
street.

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

According to the picture of the New Jerusalem, the authority of the throne and
the fellowship of life are for the building of the New Jerusalem. This corresponds
to Zechariah 6:12-13, which speaks of the offices of the priesthood and the
kingship converging in Joshua, who is a type of the Lord Jesus, for the sake of the
building of God’s temple. (The Priesthood and God’s Building, p. 32)

Today’s Reading

The throne of God is the center of the New Jerusalem. This is the kingship, the
authority, the headship, and the lordship. Then from the throne issues the flow of the
river. This is the priesthood. The throne is the kingship with the authority; the flow is
the priesthood with the fellowship. When we open ourselves to the Lord, He is able to
flood us with Himself that He may flow out to others. Then we are in the fellowship of
the priesthood, and the flow of this fellowship brings the authority of the throne with
it. The whole New Jerusalem is under the throne and the flow of the living water. This
indicates that the whole building of God is under the priesthood with the kingship.

What we need most is to assume our position as priests and kings. This is our
birthright. We have been born in the house of God as priests and kings; now we
must be bold enough by His grace to take up this position. However, merely to
declare this does not work. We must also open ourselves to the Lord for Him to
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possess us and saturate us with Himself that He may flow out of us. Then we will
have the flow of the priesthood, in which there is the authority of the kingship.

Itis in this way that we come to the meetings. We simply behave as priests and
kings. We do not come to teach others, but we open ourselves to the Lord that
His flow might flow through us to others. We simply open our spirit to express
something to the Lord by praying or praising. Once the Lord has a channel
through us, the flow out of us into others will be so prevailing that the whole
meeting will be a flow of living water. There will not be teaching with the exercise
of the mind but only the flow through the exercise of the spirit.

We must open ourselves to the Lord and let Him flow in to transform us. Then
we will have the authority and be in order. There will be the flow of life with the
headship in the meetings.

In both the Old and New Testaments, this twofold ministry is necessary in
the building of God. First Peter 2:5 and 9 tell us that the building of the spiritual
house is the priesthood and that this priesthood is holy and kingly. These priests
are kings. They know the fellowship and the authority, meaning that they know
the inner life and the Lord’s headship. We must have life flowing within and be
under the headship of the Lord.

The church is not a matter of democracy or autocracy; it is a matter of kingship.
When | am going to speak to a brother, I must speak under the headship of the Lord.
I do not have the freedom to say anything apart from the Lord. This is not the control
of man but the control of the Head over the Body. If we are under this headship, we
will also be in authority. It is needless for us to exercise authority over others; they
will sense the authority in us by our being under the authority of the Head.

We, as the children of God, must realize that we are born priests and kings.
Therefore, by His grace we must assume this position by exercising our spirit to
take the priesthood in reality and to be under the headship. Then the fellowship in
life with the headship of the Lord will build up the church. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1,

PP- 454-457)
Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 4
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<« WEEK 1—DAYS5 »
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 4:14-16 Having therefore a great High Priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. For
we do not have a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling
of our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all respects like
us, yet without sin. Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the
throne of grace...

In the New Testament the book of Hebrews deals particularly with the aspect
of Christ as the Priest. This book shows that Christ, as the Priest, enables us to
enjoy God as our way, our reality, and our life. He brings the believers into the
Holy of Holies, that is, into fellowship with God (2:17; 3:1; 4:14; 5:6; 7:1). In the
New Testament the Gospel of Matthew deals particularly with the aspect of Christ
as the King. This book shows us that Christ is Emmanuel, joining God with man
and bringing the authority of God to man (1:1, 23; 2:6). Although Hebrews speaks
of Christ as the Priest and the Gospel of Matthew speaks of Christ as the King,
both books speak of the matter of building. Hebrews speaks of the building of a
city (11:9-10, 16; 12:22), whereas the Gospel of Matthew speaks of the building of
the church (16:18). The building of the church and the building of the city are the
same thing. (The Priesthood and God’s Building, p. 32)

Today’s Reading

Christ is the Priest for God’s building, and Christ is the King for God’s building.
These are not two separate matters. Although Hebrews speaks in a detailed way
concerning the Lord Jesus as a priest, it speaks of the Lord Jesus being a priest
according to the order of Melchizedek, who is the king of Salem (6:20—7:1).
Hence, the Lord as a priest is also a king. Similarly, although the Gospel of
Matthew shows that Christ is the King, there is also an indication of His being
a priest. For example, He came to shepherd His people Israel and to serve (2:6;

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 9



6, =—128) , BEMARINMLNG—@, TLELRSY
AR GE, LH B TER, WiE AR E AT
ik,

RETMERLBEALE LR REGRS, LRAMEE
AR ZR@ORY . RAT—EHF AT, KSRk
A zdmar, MEFEROA, HREZHRE), BEWHE D,
AR B LG HAetEtn; BAELERME LAV EHE. £
Sl ARM T LA AG, EBATHREGE, KTHELT

TER, AP RFIMELE), A ERE I, A, KME
wEABBEOA, LHEEIZRRIZREGRS, BEES
AEENT R (RN EE, Z_E2=wWH) ,

AT, BARFEATHK_T_FHNRRBE T, £HIR%
WAWME, RAGOEIRKEETRRE R, FBZAEAH M
R, A@eERKZBMA, AP REARAE, BT
BT R EAMAR; AL EERAZT R, SRR
MEZEFY, REBRABGEGEK, EXMFTHIZZA
Bhy, Am, REXRMOATATRAE, £Fa)EKA
FMRARE, LR RRARE L, AR ER, &R
R RIMENE, LA, RAERE X, TARRSH R,
TR, FAEERBAESG, RBAMEEASE, #HE
B AL EE, RAVA iR, BaREE, FERMBEALNL,
BH, R, S, SHORE, ALLEGOKENEL
R Ay,

ERFAERMT N, F—BAXHLELGRE, A E
B A G AERMER., ERARXMEBAY L, HFL
H(Z) 944, L () 093G TABRLE LT,
bEERIEAT (Z—2=2=78) ,

%3k Ry EE, F—E k.

O hAFEFRERAEERTIK-F1FE BEHES -5 108

20:28). These examples speak of His being a priest. In Christ there is both the
fellowship of the priesthood and the authority of the kingship, both of which are
for God’s building.

According to the Bible, in addition to Christ, who has the offices of the
kingship and the priesthood, the redeemed ones have both offices as well. First
Peter 2:9 reveals that the redeemed ones are a “royal priesthood.” The word royal
means that we have the position and authority of a king. The word priesthood
indicates that we have the fellowship of life. Revelation 5:10 speaks of God
making us priests to reign on the earth. We are joined to Christ, and we have the
offices of the kingship and the priesthood. Thus, we are able to meet God’s need
for the building.

In conclusion, let us look at the picture in Revelation 22. In the New Jerusalem
there is a river of water of life flowing from the throne. The throne is a matter of
authority, and the flowing water of life is a matter of fellowship. The flow of water
signifies fellowship, and this flow is related to authority. This is the source of the
building up of the New Jerusalem. In the church today the water of life from the
throne should be flowing freely among us. Nevertheless, in our present condition
it is not flowing freely. Although the water of life may flow to you, it is not easy for
it to flow out of you to others. Thus, it ceases to flow. The water of life must flow
into us and out of us. When the flow of life comes to us from the throne, it seems
to run into barriers that prevent it from flowing out of us. In order for the church
to be built up, we need to be transformed. However, this transformation can be
produced only from the flowing of the water of life.

We earnestly hope that everyone among us would be a royal priest who has
the flow of life from the throne. We hope that in every one of us there would be an
expression of both the priesthood and the kingship. (The Priesthood and God’s

Building, pp. 32-34, 23-25)
Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, chs. 1-2
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 6 »
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of
grace that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of
Its street.

According to Hebrews 4:16, the way to minister as a priest is simply to come
forward to the throne of grace to receive mercy and find grace for timely help.
Revelation 22:1 says that the river of water of life proceeds from the throne
of God. If we compare these two verses, we will realize that mercy and grace
proceed out of God to be man’s life. When we come forward to behold God and
contact Him by praying in our spirit and touching His throne, we experience
the Spirit flowing in us. The operation of the Spirit in us is not only like the
anointing but also like the flowing of the water of life. When we draw near to
God in prayer to fellowship with Him, we have an inner sense that the Spirit is
flowing through us and supplying us. This supply is the timely help, which is the
mercy and grace of God. Although we are unworthy, the mercy of God reaches
us and positions us to receive His grace as our timely help. (The Priesthood and
God’s Building, p. 97)

Today’s Reading

Both mercy and grace refer to God flowing through us and being gained
by us....Whether or not our prayer is “answered,” as long as we contact God,
He will flow through us as the living water. This flow is our timely help. The
problems might remain or even become worse, but inwardly we will experience
unspeakable peace and joy. This is timely help. Timely help is the living God,
the flowing God, coming into us and flowing through us to refresh, water, and

supply us.
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The way into the Holy of Holies is now open, and we can enter in (Heb.
10:19-20). We can touch the throne. God and the Lamb are flowing out from the
throne to be our supply. Whenever, by the Lord’s blood, we come forward and
touch the throne of grace, God flows to refresh and water us, and we experience
indescribable joy, no matter how harsh the circumstances are.

God has only one throne in the universe. He does not have two thrones. Just
as the light is in the lamp, God is in the Lamb. God in Christ is sitting on one
throne. To the believers, this throne is the throne of grace, but to God’s enemy, it
is the throne of authority. The throne of grace is related to the priesthood, and the
throne of authority is related to the kingship.

Out from the throne of God flows the river of water of life (Rev. 22:1) and the
river of fire (Dan. 7:10). The river of water of life is for grace, and the river of fire
is for judgment. Those persons who allow the river of water of life to flow through
them will end up in the New Jerusalem, but those who are swept away by the river
of fire will end up in the lake of fire. The meaning of the universe is related to
these two rivers. The flow of the river of water of life produces a city of water, but
the river of the fire of God’s judgment flows into the lake of fire.

As believers, we have a twofold status: we are both priests and kings. The
priesthood is related to the throne of grace, and the kingship is related to the
throne of authority. When we touch the throne of grace and allow the water
to flow through us, we receive mercy and grace for timely help. Then we can
touch His throne of authority so that He can judge the improper situations
within us.

God wants us, His saved ones, to enter into the Holy of Holies in order to touch
the throne of grace and allow the water of life to flow through us. Then our inner
condition will match the New Jerusalem. The throne of God and of the Lamb will
be established in us, and the river of water of life will flow in us. This flow will
bring us into fellowship with God and will cause us to be built up in His life to
be His holy dwelling place. This is what God desires today. (The Priesthood and
God’s Building, pp. 98-100)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, ch. 8
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WEEK 1—HYMN

Hymns, #849

1

Holy priests are living stones

For God’s building work today;

If these stones would builded be
All the priests must learn to pray.
To the holiest often come,

In the spirit touch the throne,

Let the Lord flow thru in prayer,
Thus the building work is done.

2

All the saints must serve as priests,
That the living stones they be;
Each must priestly work perform,
Then their functions we will see.
3

Tent and priests of olden times
Always did together go;

When the priests served in the tent,

Into one the two did flow.

4

Now the building spiritual
And the priesthood all are one;
Now the building of the house
By the priestly work is done.

5
In the priests the substance is
Of the building work replete;

When the priests their work discharge,

Then God’s house will be complete.

6

Building God and man in one

[s their work before the Lord;
In this fellowship divine

Saints are built in one accord.

7

When in prayer our spirits blend,
Then together built are we,
Then a priesthood we become,
Off'ring sacrifice to Thee.

8

Grant us grace, O Lord, that we
Treasure dear the priestly call;
In the spirit serve and pray,
That Thy church be built withal.
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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015)

The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
Message Two
The Definition of a Priest
Scripture Reading: Exo. 19:6; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10
Outline
Day 1

I. A priestis a person who lives solely for God’s interests
and serves Him—Exo. 19:6; Rom. 14:7-8; 2 Cor. 5:15:

A. Priests are the most normal and proper persons, those
who realize that God’s plan is to work Himself into a group
of people in order that He might be their life and that they
might become His expression—1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6.

B. A normal and proper human being is one who is a priest, one
who serves God; if we are not priests serving God in all that
we do, we are abnormal—5:10.

II. A priestis one who receives God, who is filled, saturated, and
permeated with God, and who has God flowing out of him so
that he might be a living expression of God—1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

A. Although a priest is a person who serves God, this does not
mean that he works for God or does something for God,;
according to the revelation of the Scriptures, to serve God
is to contact God, to receive God into us, and to be filled,
saturated, and permeated with God—Rom. 1:9; 8:11.
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. God’s intention is not to call us merely to work for Him; His

intention is that we first open ourselves to Him in order that
He may come into us to fill and flood us until He has taken
possession of every part of our being—Eph. 3:16-21.

. Our entire being must be saturated, permeated, and

possessed by God—1 Thes. 5:23:

If this is our situation, we will be one with God and will not only be clothed
outwardly with Him as power but also permeated inwardly with Himself as
everything—Luke 24:49; Eph. 5:18.

As we are saturated, permeated, and possessed by God, spontaneously He will
flow out of us, and we will be built up with others in this flow of life—John
7:38-39; Eph. 2:21-22.

Day 2

. God has no intention of calling us to do something for Him;

rather, His intention is that we answer His call by opening
ourselves to Him and saying, “Lord, here | am, not ready to
work for You but ready to be filled and possessed by You and
to be one with You.”

. Not until we are one with the Lord and possessed by Him can

we ever work for Him—3:16-21; 1 Cor. 3:9a; 15:58; 2 Cor.
5:20; 6:1.

A priest is a person who contacts God in the mingling
with God—1 Cor. 6:17:

A. The priest’s passing through the Holy Place and into the Holy

of Holies is his contact with God, and this contact is not in
himself but in a mingling with God; a priest’'s contact with
God is in God—Heb. 10:19.
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V.

A.

When we as priests contact God, we contact Him not merely
objectively but also subjectively; we do not contact God apart
from God, but we contact God in God, that is, in the mingling
with God—John 15:4-5.

A priest is one who is absolutely and thoroughly mingled
with God—14:20:

God’s purpose is to mingle Himself with us so that He
becomes our life, nature, and content, and we become His
corporate expression—Eph. 3:16-21; 4:4-6,16:

The mingling of God and man is an intrinsic union of the elements of divinity
and humanity to form one organic entity, yet the elements remain distinct in
the union—Luke 1:35, footnote 2.

Day 3

The will of God is the mingling of God with man, and the fulfillment of God’s
purpose depends on the mingling of divinity and humanity—Eph. 1:5, 9; 3:11.

The Christian life is the mingling of divinity and humanity; to be a Christian is
to be mingled with God, to be a God-man—2 Tim. 3:17:

In His economy God mingles Himself with us to become one entity with us—1
Cor. 6:17.

We may experience God’s organic salvation to such an extent that we and God
are completely mingled as one, having one life and one living—John 15:4-5;
Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a.

. If we would serve God as priests, we need to see a vision

of the mingled spirit—the divine Spirit mingled with our
regenerated human spirit—1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 8:4:

The Father is in the Son, the Son is the Spirit, and the Spirit is now mingled
with our regenerated spirit—John 14:9-10, 16-18; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.
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. The focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled with

the human spirit—Rom. 8:4:

Day 4

. The union of these two spirits is the deepest mystery in the Bible.

. Whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related to the mingled spirit—

Eph. 3:9, 5; 1:17; 2:22; 4:23; 5:18; 6:18.

. The mingled spirit is both the Spirit of the Lord and our spirit—2 Cor. 3:17; 1

Cor. 6:17.
Day 5

. The mingled spirit is a spirit that is one spirit with God and that is the same as

God in His life and nature but not in His Godhead—1 John 5:11; 2 Pet. 1:4:

. The divine Spirit and the human spirit are mingled as one within us so that we

can live the life of a God-man, a life that is God yet man and man yet God—Gal.
2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a.

. The God-man living is the living of the two spirits, the Spirit of God and the

spirit of man, joined and mingled together as one—1 Cor. 6:17.

. To live in the mingled spirit is to let Christ fill and saturate us until He

permeates our whole being and is thereby expressed through us—Eph. 2:22;
3:16-21.

. In order to live and serve as priests, we need to know that the Lord Jesus today,

as the embodiment of the Triune God, is the Spirit indwelling our spirit and is
mingled with our spirit as one spirit—2 Cor. 3:17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.

Day 6

V. Apriestis one who serves in newness of spirit—Rom. 7:6:
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A E 69 AR A AT —ARAR BT that comes out of our spirit is new—2 Cor. 5:17.
— AMETANELAMARGRA, BAEI, 44 B. Our regenerated spirit is the source of newness because the
Aot F, HMEXMETLNEL. Lord, the life of God, and the Holy Spirit are there.

= Ba 7 REFAFTHA—IET=1~4_L: VI Apriestisaperson who ministers to the Lord—Acts 13:1-4a:
— THhmFEsz, 2ok, £2FR, 24K A “As they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy

DR g AT, FERBUMPIEN T | — Spirit said, Set apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the
2 B work to which | have called them”—v. 2:

| ZEIEf & TAEHVAETE » 5 R2FEHE F A E - 1. The work of the church in Antioch began during a time of ministering to the Lord.

D BB EFE—VI T » ERKEHEHEERETALZ 2. All our work for the Lord must issue from this priestly service of ministering to
58T BN TR —YER] - the Lord; this is the unique principle for the work of the New Testament.

— BENOITHE, RRRAEFAINHEATER— B, The work of the Holy Spirit can be revealed only at a time of

2 7 ministering to the Lord—v. 2:

1 IS A NE R F R i Rl T - 1. If we do not place ministering to the Lord as the top priority, everything will be

out of order.
2 MR AR > BRI AL - 2. Only at a time of ministering to the Lord will the Holy Spirit send some forth.
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 19:6 And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These
are the words that you shall speak to the children of Israel.

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

A proper human being is one who is a priest, one who serves God. If a
lawyer or a professor does not serve God, he is not a proper person. If we are
not priests serving God, we are abnormal. You may think that you are very
good, even excellent. But no matter how good we may be, we are improper and
abnormal if we are not priests. Praise the Lord that we can declare that we are
priests serving God! This means that we are normal, proper persons. (Life-study
of Exodus, p. 1448)

Today’s Reading

The dictionary tells us that a priest is a person who serves God professionally.
Most Christians would tell us that a priest is one who serves God. This is right, but
what does it mean to serve God? Today’s Christians would answer that to serve
God is to work for God. This answer is wrong! To say that a priest is a person who
serves God is right, but to say that to serve God is merely to do something for God,
is wrong. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, p. 426)

In order to know what it means to be a priest, we must first discover God’s
eternal intention, that is, God’s desire in eternity past and His intention for
eternity future. God is a God of purpose. Just as we human beings are purposeful
and always do things with a purpose, God, who is much greater than we are, is a
God of purpose who has an intention to accomplish.
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The Scriptures reveal that before the ages, in eternity past before the foundation
of the world, God had a good pleasure, a heart’s desire (Eph. 1:9). According to His
good pleasure, He made a purpose, an intention, to gain His heart’s desire, and He
also made a plan to accomplish His purpose (3:11). In this plan He determined to
work Himself into a group of people so that He might be their life and they might
be His expression (1:5). Based on this divine determination, God created man. Man
was destined to receive God, to be filled with God, to be saturated and permeated
with God, and even to flow God out, so that he might be the living expression of
God (Gen. 1:26; 2:8-10; John 7:37-39; Eph. 3:19; 1:22-23).

Although a priest is a person who serves God, this does not mean that he works
for God and does something for God. According to the revelation of the Scriptures,
to serve God is to receive God into us, to contact God, and to be filled with God,
saturated with God, and permeated with God. Furthermore, to serve God is to flow
God out and, in this flow of God, to be built up with others as a corporate expression
of God. This is the proper meaning of serving God and of being a priest. A priest is
simply a person who is filled with God, one with God, taken over by God, and even
possessed by God in a full way and built up with others in the flow of the life of God
to be a living, corporate expression of God on earth today. This built-up corporate
entity is the priesthood. (The Living that Fulfills God’s Eternal Purpose, p. 94)

Christianity’s concept is that if we love the Lord, we must work for Him. This
is a natural, religious concept, not the revelation of the Bible. God never intended
to call us merely to work for Him. God’s intention is that we must first open
ourselves to Him that He may come into us to fill and flood us until He has taken
possession of every part of our being. Our whole being must be saturated and
permeated with Him. Then we will be one with Him. We will not only be clothed
outwardly with Him as power, but permeated inwardly with Him as everything.
Then spontaneously, God will flow out of us, and we will be built up with others in
this flow of life. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, pp. 426-427)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” chs. 1-6, 8-10; The
Living that Fulfills God’s Eternal Purpose, ch. 8
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

John 14:20 In that day you will know that | am in My Father, and you in Me,
and | in you.

I must repeat that a priest is not one who merely works for God. God has no
intention of calling us to do something for Him. His intention is that we answer
His call by opening ourselves to Him and saying, “Lord, here | am, not ready to
work for You, but ready to be filled and possessed by You and to be one with You.”
Not until we are one with the Lord can we ever work for Him and be a real priest.
The main function of a priest is not to work but to spend time in the presence of
the Lord until he is one with Him in the spirit. The priesthood that God plans to
have is a corporate man who is saturated and permeated with Himself. (CWW.L,
1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” p. 427)

Today’s Reading

A priest is a person who contacts God in the mingling with God. The priest’s
passing through the Holy Place and into the Holy of Holies is his contact with God,
and this contact is not in himself but in a mingling with God. A priest’s contact
with God is in God. That is, as he contacts God, he is mingled with God, not
objectively but subjectively. This is very deep. Today as the priests, when we go to
contact God, we contact Him not merely objectively but also subjectively. We do
not contact God apart from God; we contact God in God, that is, in the mingling
with God. The whole atmosphere within the tabernacle is God. Therefore, when
the priest goes into the tabernacle, he is in God to contact God, and God is also in
him. We may compare this to contacting air. We do not contact air as we would
a book. Instead, we contact the air by being in the air. Moreover, the air is also in
us, so we are mingled with the air. Likewise, if we jump into a stream and take it
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in, we are covered by the water, and we are also filled with the water. Similarly, we
contact God in the mingling with God.

A priest is one who is absolutely and thoroughly mingled with God. Everything
in the atmosphere of the tabernacle, including the smoke, flavor, and substance of
the offerings, signifies an aspect of God. For the priest to come into the tabernacle
signifies a person coming into God. Once the priest is in the tabernacle, the
atmosphere, the flavor, and even the shekinah glory gets into him, producing a
mingling of the priest with God. When Moses stayed in such a condition with God
for forty days and forty nights, he was shining (Exo. 34:28-30). God shined out
through him because he was mingled with God. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, pp. 456-457)

The unique purpose of God in creating all things and mankind, in leading us
through all kinds of environments, and in continually working in us in various
ways is to mingle Himself with us that He may become our content, our life, and
our nature....All of us who are saved should pray that the Lord will open our eyes
not only to see corruption, sinfulness, and vanity but also to see something higher,
deeper, and more spiritual—to see that God’s purpose is to mingle Himself with
man. (The Crucified Christ, pp. 22-23)

Matthew 1:18 and 20 tell us that Mary “was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit,” and that “that which has been begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit.” This
indicates that the divine essence out of the Holy Spirit had been begotten in
Mary’s womb before she delivered the child Jesus. Such a conception of the Holy
Spirit in the human virgin, accomplished with the divine and human essences,
constituted a mingling of the divine nature with the human nature, which
produced a God-man, One who is both the complete God and the perfect man,
possessing the divine nature and the human nature distinctly, without a third
nature being produced. This is the most wonderful and most excellent person of
Jesus, who is Jehovah the Savior. (Luke 1:35, footnote 2)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1965, vol. 2, “Functioning in Life as Gifts Given to
the Body of Christ,” chs. 7-8; The Priesthood and God’s Building, chs. 1, 8-15
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:9 Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good
pleasure, which He purposed in Himself.

Rom. 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

A thorough study of the Bible will help us discover the amazing fact that God
in eternity planned according to His heart desire to attain the goal of mingling
Himself with man. God in the universe has this one will: to work Himself into man
and to mingle Himself with man. His creation, redemption, sanctification, and all
other aspects of His work are for this one purpose. This is the one desire of His
heart in the universe: it is the only goal, and it is the basic principle of all His work
in the New Testament. Therefore, if we desire to know God’s will in any situation,
we must first ascertain whether the situation is conducive to the mingling of
Himself with us. Without this mingling, no matter how good or praiseworthy
the situation may be, it is not God’s will. This is a strict measurement. (The
Experience of Life, p. 158)

Today’s Reading

God’s eternal purpose is that we would daily take Him as our life, life supply,
and food so that He can be mingled with us. All the matters in the Christian life
are actually matters of God being mingled with man. For example, what is real
Christian love? Real Christian love is the mingling of God with man. When we
love others in the Lord, the love with which we love them should be the mingling
of God with us. In other words, it should not only be we who are loving them,
but it should also be God mingled with us who is loving them. There must be the
mingling of God with us in our love. (Experiencing the Mingling of God with Man
for the Oneness of the Body of Christ, p. 34)
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God’s economy is mainly to work Himself into His chosen and redeemed
people in order to make Himself one with them and to make them one with Him.
In His economy God even mingles Himself with His people to be one entity with
them. Concerning this, the Bible says that we who are joined to the Lord are one
spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). He is the Spirit; He has made a spirit within us; and now the
divine Spirit and the regenerated human spirit have been mingled together to be
one spirit. How marvelous! (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 327)

The highest gospel is not merely concerning the forgiveness of sins and
deliverance from hell so that we may receive eternal blessing. Rather, the highest
gospel is that we would be saved to the extent that God and we, we and God,
are completely mingled as one, having one life and one living. We were fallen
sinners—wicked, degraded, evil, and desolate—yet we can have one life and one
living with God. God can abide with us and live with us. (CWW.L, 1975-1976, vol. 1,
“Living in the Spirit,” p. 480)

We can experience this mingling because God is triune; that is, the Father
is in the Son, the Son is the Spirit, and the Spirit as the very expression and
realization of the Triune God can enter into us. If we miss the Spirit, we miss the
entire Triune God. Thus, we must experience all the steps of the work of the Holy
Spirit. First, the Spirit must enter into our spirit, which is the innermost part of
our being, and regenerate us. (Experiencing the Mingling of God with Man for the
Oneness of the Body of Christ, p. 93)

The spirit mentioned in Romans 8:4-6 refers to the regenerated spirit, which is
indwelt by and mingled with the Holy Spirit. In his New Translation, John Nelson Darby
said that in many verses in the New Testament one cannot discern whether the spirit
refers to the human spirit or the Holy Spirit. He then said that the spirit in verses such as
Romans 8:4-6 refers to both the human spirit and the divine Spirit. In addition to this,
I would say that the spirit in these verses refers to the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit
mingled with the human spirit. (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, p. 198)

Further Reading: Experiencing the Mingling of God with Man for the Oneness
of the Body of Christ, chs. 4-5; CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “Living in the Spirit,”
ch.5
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<« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him.

2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in
spirit.

We will consider the union of the Spirit of God and the spirit of the believers....We
have used this term union quite much, but concerning the union of God and man, we
do not have adequate knowledge. The union of God and man is altogether a matter of
the union of the two spirits, the Spirit of God and the spirit of man. God is Spirit and
man has a spirit; thus, these two spirits can be united together as one. But how does
the union of these two spirits occur? This is the deepest mystery in the Bible, and it is
difficult for man to comprehend. (The Issue of the Union of the Consummated Spirit
of the Triune God and the Regenerated Spirit of the Believers, p. 34)

Today’s Reading

We may say that since we are joined to the Lord, we are one spirit with the
Lord. This means that the spirit, which is the mingling of our spirit and the Lord’s
Spirit, is both the Spirit of the Lord and our spirit; it is the Lord’s Spirit mingled
with our spirit and our spirit mingled with the Lord’s Spirit. The New Testament,
in verses such as Romans 8:4-6 and Galatians 5:16 and 25, often uses this word,
the spirit, which is the mingled spirit, to speak concerning what the Lord is to us
and concerning our experience of the Lord. All our spiritual experiences after we
are saved, such as our fellowship with the Lord, our prayer to Him, our living with
Him, and our obedience to Him, are in this spirit, the Lord’s Spirit and our spirit
mingled into one. (Life Lessons, vol. 3, Isn. 30, p. 45)

The divine Spirit is in our human spirit. Romans 8:16 says that the Spirit
witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. Furthermore, 1 Corinthians
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6:17 says that he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Now we have not only the
divine Spirit in our spirit but also the mingling of the divine Spirit with our spirit.
Thus, the two spirits are one. Some are opposed to the concept of mingling. Those
who oppose this wonder how it is possible for the divine Spirit to be mingled with
our spirit. If the divine Spirit and the human spirit can be one spirit, then why can
they not be mingled? Without mingling, how could the two spirits become one?
Praise the Lord that these two spirits have been mingled into one spirit! This is
the reason that in the verses concerning our walk in the spirit, it is difficult for
the translators to determine whether to render pneuma as “Spirit” or as “spirit.”
Actually, to walk according to the spirit means to walk according to both the divine
Spirit and the human spirit, according to the two spirits mingled as one. The two
spirits are mingled not in the heavens nor outside of us but within us. This is the
focus of the divine economy. Whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related
to this focus. If we would have certain basic spiritual experiences, we must have
a clear understanding that the focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit, the
divine Spirit mingled with the human spirit.

Those who live according to the flesh and the lusts of the flesh are the lowest
type of people. Those who live according to the mind and the will are somewhat
higher. Humanly speaking, those who live according to the conscience, which is
part of man’s spirit, may be considered the highest type of people. But we are even
higher than this, for we live not only according to the conscience but according to
the mingled spirit. Therefore, we are on the highest level. Here, on this level, we
have the Christian life and also the church life. This is the focus of God’s economy.
We should walk according to this, that is, according to the mingled spirit. We
should be a person in such a spirit as was the apostle John in Revelation (1:10).
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “Basic Training,” pp. 314-315)

Further Reading: A Living of Mutual Abiding with the Lord in Spirit, chs. 4-5;
The Practical Way to Live in the Mingling of God with Man, ch. 3
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom.

1 Cor. 15:45 So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living soul”;
the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

According to 1 Corinthians 6:17 God’s intention in His organic salvation is to
join the believer’s spirit with His Spirit as one spirit—a mingled spirit. Eventually,
this is not just the mingled spirit but a spirit that is one spirit with God, that is
the same as God in His life and nature but not in His Godhead. (The Divine and
Mystical Realm, p. 54)

Today’s Reading

The regenerated spirit of the believers and the consummated Spirit of God are
mingled as one spirit (1 Cor. 6:17). Thus, the Spirit of God is no longer like a single
hand that cannot produce clapping sounds; rather, the two spirits can “clap” together.
Today, the Spirit of God and the human spirit are mingled as one within us so that we
can live a God-man life, a life that is God yet man and man yet God. Hence, the God-
man life is a living of the two spirits, the Spirit of God and the spirit of man joined
and mingled together as one. (The Issue of the Union of the Consummated Spirit of
the Triune God and the Regenerated Spirit of the Believers, p. 30)

If we would read the New Testament again, we would realize that in essence the
New Testament teaches us simply to live in the spirit and to walk according to the
spirit. The Bible never requires us to bear the cross while gnashing our teeth. We
may even misunderstand the matter spoken of in Romans 6:11 of reckoning ourselves
dead to sin. According to this verse, it is proper for us to reckon ourselves dead to sin.
However, in our experience, the more we reckon ourselves dead, the harder it is for
us to die. This is because we may be trying to experience Romans 6 without having

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 9
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Romans 8. Romans 8 tells us to walk according to the spirit, to live in the spirit (v. 4).
If we do not live in the spirit, although we may practice to pray more, we will still be
practicing a kind of self-mortification or asceticism, which we can do for only so long.
The Christian living is a living in the spirit. Only when we live in the spirit, can we
pray without ceasing. The secret of the Christian life is to live in the spirit.

To live in the spirit is not to engage in religious worship, religious service, or
religious work. To live in the spirit is to let Christ fill and saturate us until He
permeates our whole being and is thereby expressed through us. It is not a matter
of husbands being able to love their wives or of wives being able to love their
husbands. Rather, it is a matter of living in the spirit and allowing Christ as the life-
giving Spirit to permeate our entire being and to express God through us. This is
the overcoming life of a Christian, the family life of a Christian, and the church life
of a Christian. This is the reality of the church. The reality of the church is to live in
the spirit. The spirit that we are referring to is not merely the Holy Spirit but is our
created and regenerated spirit. Today we need to forget about our thoughts, feelings,
and everything else. We need to turn to our spirit and pay attention to being in our
spirit. Most people pay attention to their minds and their feelings, but very few
people pay attention to being in the spirit. We all need to be absorbed with being in
spirit. We may not know what it is to bear the cross, but we should know what it is
to follow the spirit. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “Living in the Spirit,” pp. 463-464)

We all must realize that the most crucial part of our being is our spirit. Many
times our fellowship and contact with the saints help us to realize that we are still
in our flesh and our soul—our mind, emotion, and will. We have to learn to always
live not in our flesh or in our soul but in our spirit....To be proper Christians, we
must know that the Lord Jesus today as the embodiment of the Triune God is the
Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17) indwelling our spirit and mingled with our spirit as one spirit (1
Cor. 6:17). (Messages to the Trainees in Fall 1990, pp. 67-68)

Further Reading: To Serve in the Human Spirit, ch. 8; CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “The
Ministry of the New Covenant and the Spirit,” ch. 1

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 10
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:6 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that in
which we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and not in oldness
of letter.

Acts 13:2 And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, Set apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have
called them.

Both newness of life and newness of spirit are related to the Spirit. The
newness of life is related to Christ Himself in His resurrection, who is the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). The spirit in the phrase newness of spirit refers to
our regenerated human spirit, in which the Lord as the Spirit dwells (2 Tim. 4:22).
We may serve in newness of spirit because God has renewed our spirit. Everything
that is related to our regenerated spirit is new, and everything that comes out of
our spirit is new. Our regenerated spirit is a source of newness because the Lord,
the life of God, and the Holy Spirit are there. We need to learn how to exercise our
spirit continually. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3065)

Today’s Reading

Let me say that all spiritual work is done only before God. If we take care of
our work properly before God, we will not need many ways [such as promotions
and proposals]....Brothers and sisters, we should examine ourselves very honestly
before God. Let us ask Him, “O Lord, am | really ministering to You or to the
work? O Lord, is my ministry unto the house or unto You?”

Brothers and sisters, | stand in the presence of God to beg you all; God is
seeking those who will fully minister to Him. There are really too many who are
working on the outside. Those who are ministering to God on the inside are far
too few. This is why God is crying, “Who will minister to Me in My sanctuary?”

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 11
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Oh! I cannot say too much about this matter. I can only say that | very much
enjoy reading Acts 13: “Now there were in Antioch, in the local church, prophets
and teachers....And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, Set apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have
called them” (vv. 1-2). Such is the work of the New Testament. It is also the unique
principle for the work of the New Testament. The work of the Holy Spirit can only
be revealed at the time of ministering to the Lord. Only at the time of ministering
to the Lord will the Holy Spirit send some forth. If we do not place ministering to
the Lord as the top priority, everything will be out of order.

The work of the church in Antioch began during the time of ministering to the
Lord. The Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which | have called them” [v. 2]....When they ministered to the Lord, Paul and
Barnabas did not say, “We will go forth to spread the gospel.” Rather, the Holy Spirit
said, “Set apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” Only the Holy Spirit has the authority to commission men to work. Concerning
this matter, the church has no authority at all. Yet within many missionary societies
and crusades there is the sending forth of men by men. God never allows such things.
We should only minister to the Lord, not to the house. God desires to have those who
will minister to Him directly and receive the commission by the Holy Spirit directly.

I say again, to minister to the Lord is not to forsake all the work on the outside.
To minister to the Lord is not to give up serving in the villages. What | say is that all
the work on the outside should be based on our ministry to the Lord. We go forth,
out from our ministry to the Lord, rather than out from our own desires, which have
no basis in the ministry to the Lord. There is a vast difference between these two
matters. The difference is greater than that between heaven and earth. All those with
experience realize that there is no difference greater than the difference between
ministering to the Lord and ministering to the house. (CWWN, vol. 11, pp. 800-803)

Further Reading: The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, chs. 1-2; CWWN,
vol. 11, “Ministering to the House or to God,” pp. 783-807
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WEEK 2 —HYMN

Hymns, #848

1

What a blessing, what a priv’lege!
Called of God a royal priest,

That this glorious, holy office

I should bear, though last and least.
All the building of the Body

On the priesthood doth depend;
Ever praying in the spirit

[ this office would attend.

2

If I keep this royal calling

Under Thine authority,

Priestly duty thus fulfilling,

Then the church will builded be.
3

Now the church is but the priesthood;

Thus the priesthood formed we need;

When the priests are knit together,
Then the church is built indeed.

4

Through the church’s degradation,
Saints this office desolate;

Through the weakness of their spirits

Preaching doth predominate.

5

Most are leaning on the message
And the preaching emphasize,

Yet neglect the priestly praying

And their spirits’ exercise.

6

Deal with me and make me balanced,
As in preaching, so in prayer;
Leading others oft in praying,

As Thy Word I too declare.

7

Only serving by our praying

Will our spirits mingled be;

Stressing prayer as much as preaching—
Thus the church is built for Thee.
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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015)

The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
Message Three

Christ as the Food, Clothing,
and Dwelling of the Priests

Scripture Reading: Heb. 10:5-10; John 6:57, 63; Gal. 3:27; Rom. 13:14; 1 Pet.

2:5a; Psa. 27:4
Outline
Day 1&Day 2

Christ is the food of the priests—John 6:57, 63; Jer.
15:16:

A. Christ’s replacing of all the Old Testament offerings, taking

away all the Old Testament types and establishing Himself
as everything to us, is God’s great will—Heb. 10:5-10.

. We need to live a life according to God’s heart and will

by daily enjoying Christ as the reality of the offerings for
our food to arrive at the divine goal of the Triune God,
which is to bring us all into Himself that we may take Him
as our dwelling place and allow Him to take us as His
dwelling place for His universal, enlarged, divine-human
incorporation—John 1:14, 29; 14:23; Rev. 21:3, 22:

. The sin offering signifies that Christ was made sin for us that through His death

on the cross, sin might be condemned—Lev. 4:3; 6:26; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 8:3;
John 1:29; 3:14.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 2 Outline - Page 1
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The trespass offering signifies that Christ bore our sins in His own body and
was judged by God on the cross to deal with our sinful deeds that we might be
forgiven in our sinful conduct—Lev. 5:6; 7:6-7; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18; Isa. 53:5-6, 10-
11; John 4:15-18.

The burnt offering, which was wholly for God’s satisfaction as food for God,
typifies Christ as God’s pleasure and satisfaction, as the One whose living on
earth was absolutely for God; it is God’s food that God may enjoy it and be
satisfied—Lev. 1:3; Num. 28:2-3; John 7:16-18.

The meal offering typifies Christ in His humanity and in His human living,
which was proper, even, tender, fine, balanced, pure, and sinless—Lev. 2:1, 3-4;
John 7:46; 18:38; 19:4, 6.

. The peace offering typifies Christ as the Peacemaker, the One who became the

peace and the fellowship between God and us by shedding His blood and dying
for us, enabling us to enjoy Christ with God and to have fellowship with God in
Christ for our mutual satisfaction with God—Lev. 3:1; 7:14, 31-34; Eph. 2:14-15;
John 12:1-3; 20:21; Rev. 21:2.

The wave offering signifies the resurrected Christ in love—Lev. 7:30; 10:15.

The heave offering typifies the powerful Christ in ascension and exaltation—7:32;
Exo. 29:27; Eph. 1:21.

The drink offering signifies Christ as the enjoyment of the offerer, enabling
the offerer to be filled with Christ as the heavenly wine and even to become
the wine offered to God for His enjoyment and satisfaction—Exo. 29:40; Num.
28:7-10; Isa. 53:12; Phil. 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:6; Judg. 9:13; Matt. 9:17.

The bread of the Presence, the face-bread, signifies that God’s presence, God’s
face, is the feast of God’s priests to be their serving supply for His building—
Exo. 25:30; Lev. 24:9; cf. 1 Sam. 21:6.

Day 3
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Il. Christ is the clothing of the priests—Gal. 3:27; Rom.

13:14:

A. Although we have been baptized into Christ and are already

in Christ (6:3; Gal. 3:27), we must still put Him on; to put on
Christ is to live by Christ (2:20) and to live out Christ (Phil.
1:21), thus magnifying Christ (v. 20).

B. Putting on Christ is the same as putting on the weapons of

light (Rom. 13:12), indicating that Christ is the weapons of
light for the warfare between the Spirit and the lusts of the

flesh (6:13; Gal. 5:17).

C. In typology garments signify expression (cf. Isa. 64:6; Reuv.

19:8); the priestly garments signify the serving priests’
expression of Christ; according to the Bible, no one was
clothed more beautifully than the priests.

. The priestly garments, being mainly for glory and for

beauty, signify the expression of Christ’s divine glory and
human beauty—Exo. 28:2:

. Glory is related to Christ’s divinity, His divine attributes (John 1:14; Heb. 1:3),

and beauty, to Christ’s humanity, His human virtues.

. Christ’s divinity, typified by the gold of the priestly garments, is for glory, and

His humanity, typified by the blue, purple, and scarlet strands and the fine
linen (Exo. 28:5), is for beauty; a life that expresses Christ with the divine glory
and human beauty sanctifies and qualifies us to be the priesthood (Phil. 1:20; 1
Cor. 6:19-20; Gal. 6:17; cf. Acts 6:15).

Day 4

. All the priests wore linen trousers, a tunic, a girding sash,

and a turban (Exo. 28:39-42; 29:8-9a); in addition, over the
tunic the high priest wore the robe, the ephod, the shoulder
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pieces, and the breastplate, and on the turban he wore an
engraved plate (28:36-37; 29:5-6):

. The tunic of fine woven linen signifies the covering of Christ as our perfect

righteousness in a humanity that has been dealt with (Rev. 19:8); the turban
of fine linen signifies Christ as the glory of perfect righteousness and Christ as
our boast (Phil. 3:3; Rom. 5:2; 1 Cor. 1:31); the girding sash as the work of an
embroiderer signifies the strengthening by the Spirit’s constituting work (Eph.
3:16); these three pieces of the priestly garments, with the linen trousers (Exo.
28:42), all signify Christ as righteousness to cover the entire fallen being of the
priests (Luke 15:22; 1 Cor. 1:30) that they might be preserved in life and kept
away from death (Exo. 28:43).

. The long robe, with all its adornments, worn by the high priest signifies the

church as the fullness, the expression, of Christ’s divine attributes and human
virtues—Eph. 1:22-23.

. Within the tabernacle there is gold, and on the breastplate of the robe of the

priest there are twelve stones with the names of the twelve tribes, indicating
that the tribes (signifying the church) are transformed into precious stones,
held by the gold, and built up together; on the shoulder pieces of the priest’s
robe were two onyx stones with the names of the twelve tribes—Exo. 28:9-12:

. The priests have Christ as their sanctification, signified by the gold, and Christ

as their transformation, signified by the precious stones.

. The priests have Christ as their glorification, signified by the shining of the

stones, and Christ as their building up, signified by the twelve stones built
together in the gold settings.

. The ephod is a type of Christ expressed in His two natures, divinity and

humanity, with His attributes and virtues; it was a part of the priestly garments
used for fastening, or binding—wv. 4-6:

. The two shoulder pieces with the two onyx stones (v. 9) and the breastplate with

the twelve precious stones (v. 15) were bound, fastened, to the ephod (vv. 12-28).
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) IRRAFLIEH EASEN  LaKRTAE44% 2. The tabernacle had many items made of gold, and the priestly garments were made

NEEEREOIESIE—611 132067 » =13 ° with gold thread and gold settings for the precious stones—wv. 6, 11, 13, 20; 39:3.
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. Thus, in principle, the materials of the tabernacle, the dwelling place of God,

were worn by the priests; this simply means that what the priests wore was
their abiding place; their clothing was their housing—cf. 2 Cor. 5:1-4.

. In the Old Testament the priests’ clothing was the same as the tabernacle, and

in the New Testament both Christ and the church as the tabernacle, the house
of God (John 1:14; 1 Tim. 3:15-16), are the place where the priests dwell.

. The new man is the Body of Christ, and to put on the new man means to put

on Christ as the Body, which is to be clothed with the Body; in other words, we
must “wear” the Body; the Body is our clothing and our covering—Eph. 4:22-24;
2:15-16.

Day 6

. “You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a

spiritual house into a holy priesthood”—1 Pet. 2:5a:

. The holy priesthood, the corporate body of priests, is a spiritual house; when

we are filled and saturated with Christ, expressing Him in an accurate and full
way, we will become God’s dwelling place, the tabernacle, in reality.

. We must have the expression of gold, fine linen, blue, purple, and scarlet; when

we express Christ in such an adequate way, we have put on the new man; we
are clothed with the Body of Christ.

. When we are filled with Christ and express all that He is in a proper way, the

new man becomes our clothing, and this clothing is our housing, the reality of
the tabernacle, which is the reality of the Body of Christ.

. In the New Testament God’s spiritual house, His dwelling place, the church, is

the built-up priests; when we are filled with Christ and express Him, we become
the church in reality; then we, together with God, have a place to rest, to dwell,
and to abide—cf. Psa. 132:8, 13-18; Isa. 66:1-2.

. Every moment we must be found enjoying Christ so that an expression of
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 2:3 And what is left of the meal offering shall be Aaron’s and his sons’; it is
a thing most holy of Jehovah’s offerings by fire.

6:26 The priest who offers it [the sin offering] for sin shall eat it. In a holy place
it shall be eaten, in the court of the Tent of Meeting.

As far as [the living of the priests] is concerned, the priests need to eat so that
they might be strengthened, nourished, and filled within, and they need to be
clothed so that they might be covered without. Food and clothing are the two main
items of the living of the priests. Of course, besides food and clothing, there is the
matter of their dwelling.

For forty years the children of Israel were wandering in the wilderness. Day after
day they ate manna as their food. For breakfast, lunch, and dinner, they had only one
thing to eat—manna. But have you ever considered what the priests ate during all
those years? Did they also eat manna day by day, or something else?...[According to
Leviticus 2:3], the priests were to eat a portion of the meal offering. (CWWL, 1966,
vol. 1, p. 495)

Today’s Reading

Leviticus 7:14 [says], “From it he shall present one out of each offering as a
heave offering to Jehovah; it shall belong to the priest who sprinkles the blood of
the peace offerings.” [Verse 31 says], “And the priest shall burn the fat on the altar,
but the breast shall be for Aaron and for his sons.” [Verses 33 and 34 say], “The
one among the sons of Aaron who presents the blood of the peace offerings and
the fat shall have the right thigh as his portion. For the breast of the wave offering
and the thigh of the heave offering I have taken from the children of Israel out of
the sacrifices of their peace offerings and have given them to Aaron the priest and
to his sons for a perpetual statute to be observed by the children of Israel.” Some
parts of the peace offering were also a portion for the priests.
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Furthermore, [according to] Leviticus 6:26 the sin offering was another portion
for the priests.

Leviticus 7:6-7 says, “Every male among the priests may eat of it; it shall be
eaten in a holy place; it is most holy. The trespass offering is like the sin offering;
there is one law for them: The priest who makes expiation with it shall have it.”
This is the trespass offering as a portion for the priests.

Leviticus 24:9 says, “It shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in
a holy place, for it is most holy to him of Jehovah’s offerings by fire, a perpetual
statute.” The context of this passage shows that this is the bread of the Presence.
The bread of the Presence was a portion for the priests.

These verses show us that nearly all the different kinds of offerings became
the food for the priest to eat....[The priests] are not only the ones serving God or
interceding for others, but they also take care of the different aspects of Christ,
handle Christ, and minister Christ to others. Like the businessman who handles
a certain kind of merchandise, so the priests handle Christ as their merchandise.
They handle the all-inclusive Christ, the rich Christ, the infinite and unsearchable
Christ! They are continually taking care of Christ and ministering Him to others.

Now we see that the living of the priests is also Christ. They not only handle
Christ, but they also eat of Him. They must experience Him in a very inward and
subjective way. They handle Christ not only as the merchandise for others but also
as the food for themselves.

The different offerings typify the different aspects of Christ to us. The priests
were destined to live by these offerings, for they ate what they offered, and they
ate it properly in a regulated way. At certain times, they ate certain offerings at a
certain place. If we had the time, we would see where we should enjoy the various
riches of Christ. It is very interesting and even marvelous. (CWW.L, 1966, vol. 1,
“The Priesthood,” pp. 495-496)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “Functioning in Life as Gifts Given to
the Body of Christ,” ch. 7; CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 9
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence upon the table before
Me always.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the Father, so
he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

How many [Christians] know how to eat Christ?...[Christians today] know how
to believe in Christ, follow Christ, know Christ, worship Christ, and preach Christ,
but they have never heard about enjoying Christ by feeding upon Him.

How can [we] say that we should eat the Lord Jesus?...[The Lord] says in John
6:57, “He who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.” We must eat Him. He
also said, “I am the bread of life” (v. 35). Bread is to be eaten.

The bread of the Presence is one of the foods for the priests....It signifies Christ
as our life and life supply. To handle Christ as the bread of the Presence and to
minister Him to others, we must first enjoy and feed on Him as the bread of the
Presence. This means that we must experience Christ as the inner life and the life
supply by feeding on Him.

We must learn to feed on Him, to take Him in, and to enjoy Him as our
spiritual food. When we minister Christ to others, we also feed ourselves with
Him. While we are feeding others, we are fed. Every time | minister, the first
one to be fed is myself. After the ministry | am satisfied. | am satisfied by my
ministering of Christ to others. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, pp. 496-497)

Today’s Reading

The whole trespass offering was to be eaten by the priests. This means that
when we minister Christ as the Savior to a lost person, not only will the person
be saved, but we will also be fed with Christ while we are ministering Him in this
way. By doing this we enjoy Christ within. While we are ministering Christ to
others, regardless in what aspect, we are fed and we enjoy Him.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 3



Ak hAEERF, [FHL, AMTEETRIMERSS.
W REMTMEABERFLEREA, KRMHERT. ] 1169
BERY, B M PTAL RE R A BE AE A0 R

HIVERAME, R EEBA, KMOEOHERT.
18R & AT LB SRR ESE R ANGKIZE, &1L
AL T, FEAMIEK, KMEHFFARZMET, ERL%
ABZ ik, KMAEENALS L BERES, §RAMERE
BART RN E, AR T 24,

L ERBRMOGREHR? LARKLE, TRAEERHINELY
AB, TREZMRFZGEAT. RESAMGEHELGLAE,
TR E, LREKMGRH. BEL, T8 25
LRRROG R A, - AMARS LS AT, AFHEREA,
AL E R, BRI —ZZROEE/ELA, WA
e —Az HAMAET TR LBFHBEAN, EZAMPITEEN
Heon, LAKMGRY, BEKMLARRRMTEE,

RARFH AT, HAAFHE, ik, KRR T —1B
BB E, KA S SARMISH LT, EAFEFRLARM,
KA L REH, §ERAFRIRFLEAGIFIE, Lt 2
IR, R MTE IR, ABEELE, THFHFEKXREH
o, MAREKRITHE. ARG BN, HRIRR,
AR — KRBT T, SAMEALTHERA, B
WL R AT — 3 5 RTTBALAHe b TG
B (FE2XLE—NSFFE M, SENEXEZNLA) o

AR e B E BT A9 AL 5], AR R BARA R G AR R F IR
BRE], MARBEWL. A RBRK, ZARNKBL, LB
BRI BUAY, AR S, sy AP 8, AR Faad
BB, AAEAMG@ET, BTOARE FE T A B A 6 R dh—
AE, FTABRRLAY, —FH 7Lk HG (R &K
SEAVEYEE, —ZZ8) .

St ey AT A e, B LR

CoO—AEETEERAEETIIM-H 3 REES -$4=

Some brothers have told me, “Brother Lee, we cannot stop preaching the
gospel. If we do not minister Christ to the sinners, we are hungry.” Their spiritual
food was the very Christ whom they ministered to others as the trespass offering.

If we are lazy and do not go out to reach others, we are hungry within. But when
we go out to minister Christ to others as the trespass offering, we are satisfied.
After we return home, we have the sense that we are really full. This is the way to
eat Christ. We handle Christ as the trespass offering for others. When Christ as the
trespass offering becomes the Savior to others, He becomes the food to us.

What is our food? It must be Christ, not a Christ in doctrine or teaching, but
Christ in our ministry. Christ ministered to others as the trespass offering will be
their Savior and our food. This is also true with the sin offering, the peace offering,
and the meal offering....The more we handle Christ and minister Him to others,
the more we feed upon Him. We cannot minister an objective Christ, but One
who is so subjective to us. He as our merchandise is also our food, for we must eat
what we sell.

The more | speak about Christ, the more | am satisfied. If this is not true,
then I am a false minister. The more | talk with you about Christ and present
Christ to you, the more | feed on Christ. While I am ministering Him, I am
feeding on Him. He is so subjective to me. I am not selling Christ by my thinking
mind but by my enjoying spirit. He is my food. Nothing is so subjective to us
as food. The food we eat becomes our very being after a short period of time.
We must experience Christ in such a subjective way. (CWW.L, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” pp. 497-498)

A priest who is outside the Holy Place is a hungry priest. A priest who does
not participate in the priestly service does not have any food to eat. If we are
hungry, it is because we have not drawn near to God as a priest. If we do not
contact God, fellowship with God, or live in the presence of God, we will be unable
to enjoy Christ as God'’s offerings. Drawing near to God and enjoying Christ are
inseparable. (The Priesthood and God'’s Building, p. 110)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, ch. 9
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory
and for beauty.

4 And these are the garments which they shall make: a breastplate and an
ephod and a robe and a tunic of checkered work, a turban and a girding
sash. So they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and for his
sons that he may serve Me as a priest.

The priestly garments, being mainly for glory and for beauty, signify the
expression of Christ’s divine glory and human beauty. Glory is related to Christ’s
divinity, His divine attributes (John 1:14; Heb. 1:3), and beauty, to Christ’s
humanity, His human virtues. Christ’s divinity, typified by the gold of the priestly
garments, is for glory, and His humanity, typified by the blue, purple, and scarlet
strands and the fine linen, is for beauty. A life that expresses Christ with the divine
glory and the human beauty sanctifies us and qualifies us to be the priesthood.
(Exo. 28:2, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

Four or five things are very important concerning the garments of the priests.
First, they have a robe made of white linen to cover the whole body. Then they
have the ephod, which is something like a vest upon the robe. Next, they have
a turban, which is a head piece, something like a crown. Finally, upon their
shoulders are two precious stones, and upon their breast is the breastplate, with
twelve precious stones and the Urim and the Thummim.

The robe is Christ Himself as our righteousness. We are under His covering.
Most of us know this as a doctrine, but I am afraid that very few know it in an
experiential way.

What | mean is this: Suppose we meet a brother in the church who is very
meek, very humble, just, and good. But he was born as a meek, humble, just, and
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good person. Before he was saved, he was also meek, humble, and good. Now in
the church some may say that he is such a good brother, but before he was saved,
he was just as good as he is now. Does he have Christ as his robe? No. All he has
is his own righteousness, his natural goodness. You cannot discern that Christ is
expressed as his meekness, as his humility, or as his justice. The sweet savor of
Christ cannot be sensed in his behavior. You may say that he is a good brother
with a good character, but the flavor or sweet odor of Christ in his outward
behavior is missing. In the meekness of some Christians there is a real sense of
the sweetness of Christ. The flavor of Christ is definitely sensed in their meekness.
Sometimes in a brother’s humility you can only sense pride, not Christ. Do you see
the difference?

Our robe must be Christ expressed as our righteousness....\We must not know
meekness but Christ! We must not know humility but only Christ! This is a
profound lesson for us to learn. We must learn to reject our natural meekness,
humility, and rightness; then Christ will have a free way to flow out of us to be
expressed as our covering.

The ephod is made of five main items: fine twined linen, gold, blue, purple, and
scarlet. This is very interesting. Linen signifies the purity of Christ; gold, the divine
nature of Christ; blue, the heavenly nature of Christ; scarlet, the redemption of
Christ; and purple, the kingship and dignity of Christ. All these things must be
Christ wrought into us and expressed through us. Others should see upon us the
purity of Christ, the divine nature of Christ, the redemption of Christ, the heavenly
nature of Christ, and the kingship, headship, dignity, and authority of Christ. They
will see these things in us when these aspects of Christ have first been wrought
into us. Then we will have a rich and beautiful expression of Christ.

The turban is Christ as our boast and glory. He is our turban, our crown, our
head covering; He is our boast and glory. We have nothing to boast of except
Christ. When Christ as all these things has been wrought into us, these things
will emanate from us as the very expression of Christ. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” pp. 500-501)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, ch. 10; Life-study of
Exodus, msgs. 118-119
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:39 And you shall weave the tunic of fine linen, and you shall make a turban
of fine linen, and you shall make a girding sash, the work of an embroiderer.

42-43 And you shall make them linen trousers to cover their naked flesh;...they
shall be upon Aaron and upon his sons when they go into the Tent of
Meeting or when they come near to the altar to minister in the sanctuary,
that they may not bear iniquity and die...

All the priests wore linen trousers, a tunic, a girding sash, and a turban (Exo.
28:40-42; 29:8-9a). In addition, over the tunic the high priest wore the robe, the
ephod, the shoulder pieces, and the breastplate, and on the turban he wore an
engraved plate (28:36-37; 29:5-6). (Exo. 28:4, footnote 1)

The tunic of fine woven linen signifies the covering of perfect righteousness in
a humanity that has been dealt with. The turban of fine linen signifies the glory of
perfect righteousness. The girding sash as the work of an embroiderer signifies the
strengthening by the Spirit’s constituting work. These three pieces of the priestly
garments, with the linen trousers (Exo. 28:42), all signify Christ as righteousness to
cover the entire fallen being of the priests (Luke 15:22; 1 Cor. 1:30) that they might
be preserved in life and kept away from death (Exo. 28:43). (Exo. 28:39, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The long robe, with all its adornments, worn by the high priest signifies the
church as the fullness, the expression, of Christ’s divine attributes and human
virtues (Eph. 1:22-23). The beauty and fullness of the high priest’s garments
consist of the breastplate, the shoulder pieces, and the long robe, all of which
typify the church. (Exo. 28:31, footnote 1)

The ephod is a type of Christ expressed in His two natures, divinity and
humanity, with His attributes and virtues (Exo. 28:6). It was a part of the priestly
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priestly garments used for fastening, or binding. The two shoulder pieces with
the two onyx stones,...and the breastplate with the twelve precious stones,...were
bound, fastened, to the ephod (vv. 12-28). This signifies that Christ holds, binds,
and fastens the church to Himself by His divine glory and human beauty, the
components of the ephod. (Exo. 28:4, footnote 2)

The gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen were threads of different
colors. Gold signifies Christ’s divinity. Blue signifies Christ’s heavenliness; purple,
His royalty, His kingliness; scarlet, His redemption accomplished by the shedding
of His blood; and fine twined linen, the fine human living of Christ, manifested
through His sufferings....The ephod typifies the composition of Christ’s divinity,
His kingliness and heavenliness, His redemption, and His fine humanity for the
expression of His divine glory and human beauty. (Exo. 28:6, footnote 1)

The two onyx stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod became a memorial, a
pleasant remembrance, before God. The church is fastened to Christ, and Christ holds
the church in the presence of God as an eternal memorial. (Exo. 28:12, footnote 1)

To be holy is a matter of having the divine nature wrought into our being
to make us holy, as God is (see footnote 2 on Rom. 6:19). The engraving
HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH indicates that the entire priesthood is sanctified
unto the Lord, separated to the Lord and saturated with the Lord. (Exo.
28:36, footnote 2)

The garments of the priests also contain the aspect of building, signified by
the precious stones built into the gold. The first stone mentioned is onyx, and the
last one is jasper....[In] the first book of the Bible, the onyx stone [Gen. 2:12] is
in the flow of the river in the garden of Eden. Then in Revelation, the last book,
the main precious stone is jasper. Revelation 4 tells us that the One who sits on
the throne looks like jasper....Jasper is the very expression of God. Jasper and
onyx, as well as many other precious stones, are built up in that golden city, the
New Jerusalem, which is the dwelling place of God. Thus, on the garments of
the priests is the miniature of the New Jerusalem. (CWW.L, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” p. 501)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 120-122
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:2 ...We groan, longing to be clothed upon with our dwelling place from
heaven.

4 For also, we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened, in that we do not
desire to be unclothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed
up by life.

Eph. 4:24 ...Put on the new man, which was created according to God in
righteousness and holiness of the reality.

In 2 Corinthians 5:1-4 we see the concept that the clothing is the housing. [These
verses] refer to being clothed with a home, not with a garment. So the housing
is the clothing, and the clothing is the housing. Our garments, in a sense, are a
house. When we are in the garment, we are in the house....Put on in Ephesians 4:24
means to be clothed with the new man, which was created according to God in
righteousness and holiness of truth. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, p. 503)

Today’s Reading

The one new man in Ephesians 2:15 is a corporate, universal man; it is the very
Body of Christ that was reconciled in one Body to God in verse 16....\When we are
clear that the new man is the Body of Christ, we can understand that to put on the
new man simply means to put on the Body, and to put on the Body means to be
clothed with the Body. The Body must be our clothing. In other words, we must
“wear” the Body. The Body is our clothing and our covering. This is what it means
to put on the new man.

It is very interesting to notice that the garments of the priests are composed
of the same materials as the tabernacle. Their garments were made of gold, fine
linen, blue, purple, and scarlet; the tabernacle was also made with gold, fine linen,
blue, purple, and scarlet. This simply means that what the priests wore was their
abiding place. Their clothing was their housing.
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The church is just the expression of Christ from within so many saints....I1f we
do not have this expression of Christ, we do not have the church. In a sense we may
rightly say that we are the church, but the real church life is the expression of Christ.
So the clothing of the priests was their housing and their dwelling place. Their clothing
was the same as the tabernacle, and the tabernacle was the place where they dwelt.

We must realize that the priests today are God’s dwelling place, which was
typified by the tabernacle. First Peter 2:5 says, “You yourselves also, as living
stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood.”...The word
priesthood here means a body of priests. It does not mean the office of the priests.
Priesthood in Hebrews 7:11 means the office of the priests, but here in 1 Peter 2:5,
it means the body of priests. The holy priesthood is a spiritual house, a corporate
body of priests. When we are filled and saturated with Christ, expressing Him in
an accurate and full way, we will become God’s dwelling place. We will become
the tabernacle according to type. The tabernacle could never be separated from
the priests. Where there are the priests, there is always the tabernacle, and where
there is the tabernacle, there are always the priests. The priests go with the
tabernacle, and the tabernacle goes with the priests. The New Testament tells us
clearly that the priests are the spiritual house—the tabernacle.

How do we consider ourselves? Do we consider ourselves to be a proper
dwelling place of God—a spiritual house? As we have mentioned, the tabernacle
is an expression of gold, fine linen, blue, purple, and scarlet. If we say that we are
God'’s dwelling place, God’s tabernacle, do we express the gold? Do we have the
purity? Do we express the blue, the purple, and the scarlet? If not, then what do
we express? Is it something natural? Is it something of the flesh? If we express
something natural, something of the flesh, we are not a suitable tabernacle of
God. We must only have the expression of gold, pure linen, blue, purple, and
scarlet. Then we are qualified to be God’s spiritual house—the tabernacle. When
we express Christ in such an adequate way, we have put on the new man. That is,
we have put on the church; we are clothed with the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1966,
vol. 1, pp. 504, 507-508)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 10
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 26:1 Now the tabernacle you shall make with ten curtains of fine twined
linen and blue and purple and scarlet strands...

28:4-5 ...So they shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and for his
sons that he may serve Me as a priest. They therefore shall take the gold and
the blue and the purple and the scarlet strands and the fine linen.

Let us check ourselves: If we say that we are the Body of Christ,...do we express
the divine nature or something else? | am afraid that many times...we express the
self and even the flesh....We express the self, the flesh, the soul, the old man, and
the natural life, instead of the gold of the divine nature. When we express all these
negative things, we are simply outside the church life....[Is] what we express...the
same as what the curtains of the tabernacle express,...[which] express all the
beauties of what Christ is?

Do we express the kingship as seen in the purple? Sometimes we just express
that we are babies, so weak and low. Then what about the redemption? | fear
that many dear brothers and sisters do not sense that they are dirty,...that
whenever they contact the Lord, they need the blood....[Instead], we always
feel that we are right. How we need to express the Lord’s redemption. (CWWL,
1966, vol. 1, p. 508)

Today’s Reading

We must express all that Christ is. Then we not only become a part of the
tabernacle; we become the tabernacle. It is then that we are not homeless. Unless
we come to this point, regardless of how many years we have been a Christian, we
are always homeless. We do not have rest, because we do not have a proper and
genuine church life. When we are filled with Christ and express Him in a proper
way, we become part of the church, and the church is always with us. Then we
have a place to rest, to dwell, and to abide.
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It is only when we are filled with Christ by enjoying Him that we express
Him as these five aspects [the gold, fine linen, blue, purple, and scarlet in
Exodus 28:5 and 26:1]. In this way we have the clothing, and the clothing
becomes our housing. We have the church life, we are a part of the church life,
and we are at home.

Upon the garment of the priest is the building. All the precious stones, representing
the people of God, are set into the enclosures of gold. They are built up with the divine
nature, and they are related to one another in the divine nature. Therefore, they are
the Body, the church. It is at this time that we will serve in a corporate way. First Peter
2:5 tells us that when we as living stones are built up as a living, spiritual house, as a
holy body of priests, as a priesthood, then we will offer up spiritual sacrifices unto God.
Not until then will we be able to serve the Lord adequately in a corporate way. We say
that we should not be independent in the service of the Lord, but regardless of how
much we say it, people will still be independent because they were born independent.
Teaching by itself can never help people to be dependent, because dependency comes
through a transforming work. When we are transformed into the image of Christ and
express Him fully, automatically our individualism will be gone. Only then will we be
in the coordination and relatedness of the Body.

The building of the stones set into the gold is upon the garment of the priests.
This garment is the very expression of Christ from within the priests who enjoy
Christ as their food. While we enjoy Christ as our nourishment and food and digest
Him, He will be saturating and permeating us so that we may express Him. Then this
expression becomes our garment, and upon this garment there is the building of the
saints as the precious stones set into the gold. Thus, the building up of the church is
in the expression of Christ, and this expression comes out of the enjoyment of Christ.

Every moment we must be found enjoying Christ so that an expression of Him
might emanate from within us. Then, in this expression, we will have the building
up of the Body....May the Lord bring us into such a priesthood. (CWWL, 1966, vol.
1, pp. 508-511)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 10
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Glorious splendor do his garments,
Breast and shoulder-piece afford.
3

When in sacrifice he offers

Christ to God as God has willed,
Then as food he doth enjoy Him
And is with His riches filled.

T 657 —
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8787 ffl (Yo11)
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Here the priests built up together
Unto God a house afford.

6

All his portion, all his living,
Everything the priests possess—
Allis Christ and Christ forever,

In His all-inclusiveness.
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B & AR 0 12 2 IR E) B 0 R The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
% V9 B Message Four
FLIE LB A Lighting the Lamps and Burning the Incense

Fer - 20~21> =2+ T7T~8-34~38> 3 Scripture Reading: Exo. 27:20-21; 30:7-8, 34-38; Psa. 141:2; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4
-—r- 2518 ~3~14

4 H Outline
iE — Day 1
T A E TR ISR Z R ek, 1. The lighting of the lamps in the sanctuary of God is a
R FEAE—E —_ XL 20~ 21: priestly service, a service of the priests—Exo. 27:20-21:
— BBk, AP EREIBEEMAMEE® A In typology, lighting the lamps in the sanctuary of God
EAER R T N signifies the proper way for us to meet as Christians:
| IEE/EE &S g mEln FRMEE H\]’me’@ﬂaﬁ 1. The tabernacle as the Tent of Meeting, the place where God met with His
RO > (F— 10 ) WEREETSNES people and spoke to them (Lev. 1:1), typifies the meetings of the church.
) TR o BERIEE e EE e ) IEFERE 2. Intypology, lighting the lamps points to the proper way to meet as the church;
@SR ENE > B YRR — 33 - the proper way to meet is to light the lamps, that is, to give off light—Luke 11:33.
3 TR S R ENEEE - EyEEs - 15xF 3. Everything we do in the meetings—praying, singing, praising, and
BEIHS  FZHERHPE T - prophesying—should cause the holy light to ascend.
—hAEHmES 2R RMARSEE NGB —E  B. There is the need for holy persons to light the holy lamps in
—t20~21, =+7~8: the Holy Place—Exo. 27:20-21; 30:7-8:
B = Day 2
| ZES2EHEEM TR MBEEN A > fify4EE 1. A priest is a person who is absolutely for God, who is fully possessed by God,
NYRZEEEMN  iEE—HE > G8—EBE T and who lives and has his being wholly for God; in every respect and in every
B J— LR e — TR = 5> 9 FE— 6 L9~ 10 o way, his unique interest is God—1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 5:9-10.
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. The one who lights the lamps is a person who is possessed by God, who is

saturated with God, and who lives absolutely for God—Exo. 27:21:

. Whatever such a person says and does in the Holy Place is the lighting of the

lamps; all his actions are the lighting of the lamps.

. When the holy priests speak in the church meetings, the light ascends, and the

sanctuary is full of light—1 Cor. 14:19; Matt. 5:15-16; Mark 4:21.

. The light in the Holy Place is neither a natural light nor an

artificial light—it is a divine light, a holy light, the real light,
which is God Himself—John 1:9; 1 John 1:5; Rev. 21:23-24a:

Day 3

. Today’s Christians are divided by many kinds of natural and artificial light—Isa.

50:10-11; 2 Cor. 11:14.

. For the building up of the Body of Christ, we need to live and walk under the

unique and genuine light, the light of our redeeming and shining God—Rev.
21:23; 1 John 1:5, 7; Eph. 5:8-9.

. The purpose of the gathering of the believers is to have the sanctuary of God

with the lighting of the lamps by qualified priests so that we may see the
different aspects of Christ, signified by the items of furniture in the Holy Place,
and also see the way leading into the Holy of Holies, into the depths of Christ
within God—Exo. 25:23, 31; 30:1.

. Certain elements must be involved whenever we experience the genuine

lighting of the lamps in the church meetings—the embodiment of the Triune
God (the lampstand), the divine nature (gold), the uplifted humanity of Christ
(the wick), and the Spirit of Christ (the oil)—Col. 2:9; 2 Pet. 1:4; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:9.

. Meeting together to light the lamps includes every aspect of our spiritual

experience in the Christian life.

Day 4
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incense—Exo. 30:7-8:

. The lighting of the lamps is connected to the burning of the

incense—uvv. 7-8:

. Whenever the priests burned the incense, they lit the lamps, and whenever they

lit the lamps, they burned the incense.

. Whenever we read the Word (light the lamps), we should pray; to light the

lamps is to read the Word, and to burn the incense is to pray.

. Proper prayer is prayer that issues out of the light from reading the Word; the

light from the Word will enlighten us to have the right words to pray.

. The burning of the incense is the central matter of everything

in the tabernacle, God’s dwelling place.
Day 5

. Burning the incense typifies praying—Psa. 141:2; Luke 1:10-

11; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4:

. Burning the incense signifies our praying in and with the resurrected and

ascended Christ.

. This kind of prayer, which is actually Christ, is our ascending to God through

Christ and with Christ; such is a sweet-smelling fragrance to God.

. The smoke of the incense indicates that the incense is burned and ascends to

God with the prayers of the saints; this implies that the prayers of the saints
become effective and are acceptable to God—v. 3.

. The prayer offered in Christ and with Christ as the incense governs God’s

dispensing of grace and motivates the execution of the divine administration.

. The holy anointing oil signifies Christ as the all-inclusive Spirit

coming to us from God, whereas the incense signifies Christ as
our prayer going to God from us—Exo. 30:23-25, 34-38:
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. For the two-way traffic between the Triune God and us, we need both the

anointing of the holy ointment and the burning of the incense:

. The anointing brings God to us in Christ and through Christ for our

participation in the divine element; the incense is our going to God with Christ
and as Christ in prayer for God’s enjoyment.

. This kind of prayer simultaneously satisfies God with a sweet fragrance and

carries out God’s economy, God’s administration.

Day 6

. God sanctifies us with the holy ointment so that we may enjoy the compound

Spirit, and we may satisfy God with our prayer, the holy incense, and carry out
God’s administration.

. Priests are a people of incense; their work is mainly to burn

the incense:

. A priest is a person who burns the incense inwardly to contact the Lord—wvv. 7-8.
. We need to learn how to burn the incense in a fine way to offer a sweet savor to God.

. When we pray in the way of expressing Christ, it is not only we who are praying

but also Christ who is praying within us; we and Christ become one by praying,
and our prayer to God is sweet incense ascending to Him—Psa. 141:2:

. “Thou art the incense unto God, / In Thee acceptance is complete; / | want to

pray yet more and more, / To offer up this fragrance sweet”—Hymns, #813.

. “Let us the incense burn / Of prayer before the Lord; / The lamp we’d light,

through day and night /7 Our praise to Him outpoured”—Hymns, #791.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 27:20-21 And you shall command the children of Israel to bring to you pure
oil of beaten olives for the light, to make the lamps burn continually. In the
Tent of Meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony, Aaron and
his sons shall maintain it in order from evening to morning before Jehovah...

The tabernacle as the Tent of Meeting, the place where God met with His
redeemed people and spoke to them (Lev. 1:1), typifies the meeting of the church.
Thus, in typology the lighting of the lamps points to the proper way to meet.
Everything done in the church meetings, whether praying, singing, praising, or
prophesying, should cause the lamps to shine. (Exo. 27:21, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Do you know what it means to light the lamps in the sanctuary? To light the
lamps is to give off light. When some dear ones open their mouths to speak
in the meeting, we all have the sense that the light is ascending and that the
darkness is vanishing. Those who shine forth light in this way are surely those
with the priestly garments, the expression of Christ. How much light there will
be in the sanctuary depends on the extent to which we are qualified to light the
lamps by wearing Christ as the priestly garments. In order to light the lamps,
we must express Christ, and we must have the experience of the embodiment
of God, the divine nature, the humanity of Jesus, and the Spirit of Christ with
the elements of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection. All
these elements need to be the ingredients of our Christian life. If this is the
case, then we are qualified to light the lamps in the sanctuary of God.

Whenever we come together to meet as the church, that meeting is in
God'’s dwelling place....Our gathering is a sanctuary. Therefore, we should not
behave as if we were in a stadium. We need to remember that we are in a holy
gathering of the saints. As those whose gathering is the sanctuary of God, we

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 4 Morning Revival - Page 1



T, AERREBE. A, AMAELTREGHY
REMETREPN, AMHREGRREH . SR AR
EENRE, AREZRREE, RMORELREI.
& s, RMTHEARRIEE T XRE. Ak
Fa EHT1E a0 F— R0, "3, FE. K.
Pl A, HLAMEBAGE LS, BHAEMNGE
P BB, HF AR5 R e B Ak

LB IT R E R, 13 BB A A FUAS RCEE 6
T, BARAEENE, ALRBEAER, FEALAETHK
EZF, WP FRATF A A, BEMRIZE 6,
BENEE TR GARIEE R GIE, - BB T3 R F)
HEE,

RANFATIRZA =R, ARELIZTHRIBIE
RRAS s PR 895540 oL JR W 45 8] BR&AY, AR B Tie it
YIBREEAY, Mk JAFEH R S Rk EAL O Rty B LA 5] 69
FARACSTHE. RAFLANEs—amgnE, B
HRBRRGDMEAAM, RIBRLEFRGT; MF
BEY, RATTEELRLREAY, TR GKRRA

RIANFENE _FoF =8 BB Ak h, SRER
Hm, RAICLEHERL, FHARREE, RAZERGA,
PARE, el (Rt Hg, —20~%
—20OAN, —OLAZ—WHANE) .

LE: ARAREHE, B —-tWE
—a—txk.

O AEETEERABEERIIM-H 4 REES -$2 =

need to light the lamps in the sanctuary, that is, in the Tent of Meeting. Of
course, the physical building in which we meet is not the sanctuary, or the
Holy Place; it is the gathering which is the sanctuary. No matter where we
may meet, in a building or in the open air, our gathering is the Holy Place.
For this reason, we should not meet in a natural way or in a secular way.
Everything we do in the meeting—our speaking, singing, praising, calling,
shouting, pray-reading—must cause the holy light to ascend. This is to light
the lamps in God'’s sanctuary so that the light may swallow up the darkness.

The activity of lighting the lamps was holy. These lamps were not in a
common or ordinary place; they were the lamps in the sanctuary, in the Holy
Place. Because it was a holy task to light these lamps, the common people
were not qualified to do this. They may have been good people and well-
educated, but they were not holy. There was the need for holy persons to light
the holy lamps in the Holy Place....There was the need of the priesthood. The
lighting of the lamps was a priestly service.

The priestly service involved three main items. The first was to offer the
sacrifices at the altar in the outer court. All the sacrifices had to be offered
to God by a priest. A person coming to offer something to God was not able
to do this himself. He had to offer his sacrifice through a priest. Thus, the
priestly service first included the offering of the sacrifices. This aspect of the
priestly service was rather rough or coarse, for it involved the sacrifice of
large animals. The altar was a place of slaughter, and it was the duty of the
priests to slaughter the animals and offer them to God as sacrifices.

The second and third items of the priestly service were the lighting of the
lamps and the burning of the incense. These matters were fine and delicate.
As we have seen, the lighting of the lamps could not be done by common
people but could be done only by holy ones, by priests. (Life-study of Exodus,
pp. 1318-1320, 1308-1309)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 114-115

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 4 Morning Revival - Page 2



550038 - 3B
EHEZE
KAENE~16 T AZE, LARxaEdRERT, T

weEE L, BT ALERENA. 71189
KA F ZARRBAEART, AR E AR 64T 4T

By, FERIBARPIUEH RZ L6930 ]
Wwpke, BREET @A, &37TRATEHATHRA

Ao MEFHLUBHE R, K 5]71%&93&1&#%}%275%
A, LRZAMALH., HAPZENA. BLHEHET
TR EARNNHB R, ¥ L. ARKMEEmEA
BagA, 7TRES G, &ME RS- EHAPFA . M
ARSI IZE, MEheph, REALRBEHEEMND
AN, eyt ofet TLREEMN, MG EETf G ET)
REFEAE, BT A, M RER M LT F,
BT VA, B8] 75 RAZAYIRA . AV IR & LB AP F 89 A
AR RGN e —F ., F—AFH TaE—
ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁoﬂ%%aﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁ,%ﬁi%
AEOAN, EEMEIE, FEEHANF LR, HEHR
H, KRMBEALRRLINNEFE (HRERDEFGHE,
—WHNE)

EREE
RNVR A E I £ R R, AA AR AR AL

. AP EGHE. ABOARARATGE; RETIZ

EBGE, BERLAE, ANMAE., 4T HF LT,
T Edmst, BEEAIAT R ZRGA, AR E], AN
ABEA . AV EE LBH AR ENA, BARANALE

BT B P AR 69 sk A BhVE . FUARPT L. PTAEGY, R4 B AR,
to— b1 89 47 BYAR AT B PR T

CoO—AEETEERAEERIIM-H 4 REES -3 =

<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:15-16 Nor do men light a lamp and place it under the bushel, but on
the lampstand; and it shines to all who are in the house. In the same way,
let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father who is in the heavens.

According to the Bible, spiritually speaking, a priest is one who has been fully
possessed by God. In the New Testament sense, a priest is not only possessed by
God in full, but is entirely filled and saturated with God. The priests in the Old
Testament were types, shadows, of the real priests in the New Testament. Today
we who believe in Christ are true priests. As priests, we should be possessed
by God, filled with God, and saturated with God. Furthermore, a priest is a
person who is absolutely for God. His life and living are wholly for God. He lives
and has his being for God. He does not care for anything on earth except God.
Hence, a priest is a person possessed by God, saturated with God, and living
for God. He has no other interest. In every respect and in every way, his unique
interest is God. Because a priest is filled and saturated with God, he is a man of
God. The lighting of the lamps in the Holy Place requires the service of this kind
of person. For this reason, we emphasize the fact that the lighting of the lamps
was a priestly service, a service of the priests. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1309)

Today’s Reading

As we consider the scene of the lampstand in the Holy Place, we see the
embodiment of God, the divine nature, the humanity of Christ, and the Spirit of
God who is now the Spirit of Christ with incarnation, human living, crucifixion,
and resurrection. Furthermore, the one who lights the lamps is a holy person, a
priest, a person possessed by God, saturated with God, and living absolutely for
God. Whatever such a person does in the Holy Place is the lighting of the lamps.
He gives light in all he says and does. All his actions are the lighting of the lamps.
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Whenever a group of believers comes together for a meeting without
any who are holy priests, that meeting will be in darkness. Some may utter
something according to the human concept, and others may speak according
to natural thoughts. As a result, in that meeting there will be natural light or
man-made light, but no divine light, no holy light.

In the Bible the word priesthood has two meanings. First, it denotes a
priestly body, that is, a group of priests. Second, it means the priestly service,
the service of the priests. We are not only priests; we are a priesthood. We
are priests together, priests in a corporate way. Because we are a priesthood,
when one brother gives a message in a meeting, he is not speaking alone.
Rather, the entire body of priests is speaking with him. Whenever such a
speaking takes place in the meeting, the lamps are lighted, and the meeting
is full of divine light.

We have emphasized the fact that the divine light, the holy light, includes
the embodiment of the Triune God, the divine nature, the humanity of Christ,
and the Spirit of Christ. Christ is the One who has passed through incarnation,
human living, crucifixion, and resurrection. When we light the lamps, using
the oil of the Spirit of Christ, we cause the lamps to ascend. Literally, “make
the lamps burn” means “to cause the light of a lamp to ascend” (Exo. 27:20).
It is to cause the lamps to arise. When the holy priests speak in the church
meeting, the light ascends, and the sanctuary is full of light.

The light in the Holy Place was a particular light. It was not a natural light,
that is, a light that comes from the sun during the day or from the moon and
the stars at night. Neither was the light in the Holy Place a man-made light.
Neither a natural light nor a man-made light, it was a light that came from
the golden lampstand. In other words, it is a light that comes from the divine
nature. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1312, 1314, 1309-1310)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 16; The
Priesthood and God’s Building, ch. 10
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should
shine in it, for the glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.

1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

Psalm 119:130 says that the opening, or entrance, of God’s Word gives light.
Day by day we need to enter into the holy Word. Then we will see and be in the
light, which is God Himself through His Word. Therefore, we should not realize
or do anything according to our natural ability or according to the education we
have received.

Today’s Christians are divided by many kinds of natural and artificial light,
but we must be controlled by the unique, genuine, highest light. This light is our
redeeming and shining God. We must apply this light to our daily walk. Many of
the saints exercise their natural ability too much, even in the church life, and for
this reason there are murmurings and reasonings (Phil. 2:14-15). We do not need
the natural and the artificial light. For the building up of the Body of Christ, we
need to walk and live under the divine, redeeming, and shining light through the
word of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4406)

Today’s Reading

Just as the temple of the holy city is God Himself, the light is also God Himself.
Apart from God and the Lamb, there is nothing in this city. In the New Jerusalem
God is everything. The Lamb as the lamp shines with God as the light to illumine
the city with the glory of God, the expression of the divine light. Because Christ is
the light in the church, it is the same today in the church life. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 4406-4407)

When we light the lamps in the Holy Place, we see the furniture signifying
different aspects of Christ: the showbread table, the lampstand, and the incense
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altar. By the proper vision under the lighting of the lamps in the sanctuary, we
see the different aspects of Christ and also the way which leads into the Holy of
Holies. Although we may not be in the Holy of Holies, we have the view and the
expectation of entering into this inner place to touch the deeper things of Christ.

I hope that through these messages on the lighting of the lamps and the garments
for the priesthood many of us will understand the real meaning of the gathering of
the believers. The purpose of the meeting is to have the proper sanctuary with the
lighting of the lamps by qualified priests so that we may have a vision of the different
aspects of Christ and see the way to enter into the depths of Christ with God.

Suppose when believers come together, everyone in the congregation is a
priest. When they open their mouths to speak, that will be the lighting of the
lamps. A young sister may give a short word of testimony, and in her testimony
there will be the lighting of the lamps. The saints in the meeting may be surprised,
and the meeting itself will be full of light. Then the gathering, the sanctuary, will
be full of divine light. This light comes out of the embodiment of the Triune God,
out of the divine nature, out of Christ’s humanity, and out of the Spirit of God
becoming the Spirit of Christ with the elements of incarnation, human living,
crucifixion, and resurrection. What we say and do in the meetings should always
include these elements. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1324, 1313)

To experience the genuine lighting of the lamps in the church meetings, we
must have Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, as the lampstand, the divine
nature as the gold, the uplifted humanity of Christ as the wick, and the Spirit of
Christ as the oil with all the steps of Christ’s process, and we must be holy people
as the priests, clothed with the expression of Christ as the priestly garments. (Exo.
27:21, footnote 3)

Meeting together to light the lamps in the sanctuary comprises every aspect of
our spiritual experience in the Christian life. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1318)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 17; The Conclusion
of the New Testament, msg. 431
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 30:7-8 And Aaron shall burn on it fragrant incense; every morning when
he dresses the lamps he shall burn it. And when Aaron sets up the lamps
at twilight, he shall burn it, a perpetual incense before Jehovah throughout
your generations.

We can never go into the Holy of Holies to meet God at the expiation cover
without the blood. Every time we meet God, we need the blood. By the redeeming
blood the priests can go into the tabernacle; through the blood the priests can
offer incense to God; and by this blood the priests can enter the Holy of Holies to
contact God at the expiation cover.

The office of the priest is not primarily for offering the sacrifices. Of course,
the priests do offer the offerings, but that is not their main function. The main
commission of the priesthood is to burn the incense. All the offerings are for the
purpose of burning the incense, which means to pray. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” p. 554)

Today’s Reading

If we burn the incense, we cannot burn it in darkness. In the outer court there
is the sunshine in the daytime and the moonlight at night. This is the natural light.
But within the Holy Place there is no natural light. There is no window, or even a
door—just a covered entrance. Therefore, the lampstand is needed.

The burning of the incense requires the lighting of the lamps to give the light.
Then it is possible to burn the incense. The burning of the incense depends
very much on the lampstand....We must have the light from the Word, through
the Spirit, that we might know how to pray. Otherwise, we will simply pray in
darkness. Whatever we say without the light will be in darkness. It will be a kind
of nonsense, a foolish talking to the Lord. We must pray in light and with light.
Our prayer will then issue out of the light.
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We must see that the lampstand...has something to do with the burning of
the incense. Not only the altar but also the lighting of the lamp is connected with
burning the incense. We have seen...that whenever the priests burned the incense,
they lit the lamp, and whenever they lit the lamp, they burned the incense. This
means that whenever we read the Word (light the lamp), we must pray (burn the
incense). To burn the incense is to pray, and to light the lamp is to deal with the
Word. God’s Word is the light, so whenever we deal with this Word, we light the
lamp. Reading and praying must be one thing. They must be mingled together as
one. When the priests light the lamp, they must also burn the incense.

Without lighting the lamp, the priests will burn the incense in darkness. This
means that without reading the Word, we pray in darkness, in a foolish way.
Because we do not have the light, we are in darkness. Without the light of the
lamp, there is no enlightenment. This shows us that whenever we are going to
pray, we must first deal with the Word of God. When we read the Bible, we light
the lamp and are in the light. Then we know how to pray. Otherwise, whatever we
pray will be in darkness.

Many times we pray in a natural way according to our concept because we
have not been enlightened by the Word. This kind of prayer will not be accepted
as an offering to God. When we come to contact the Lord, we must be in fear and
trembling. We know that our sins have been washed away, but if we do not first
deal with the Word to receive the light, we may pray in a natural way according to
our disposition. This kind of prayer is an offense to the Lord. It will not be a sweet
savor to Him. So before we pray, we must read the Word to be enlightened. We
must light the lamp.

The main commission of the priesthood is to burn the incense. We need to be
impressed that the burning of the incense is the central matter of everything in
the tabernacle, God’s dwelling place. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, pp. 571, 564, 562)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 15; Lessons on
Prayer, ch. 15
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 8:3-4 And another Angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden
censer, and much incense was given to Him to offer with the prayers of
all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the
smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the saints out of the hand
of the Angel before God.

According to typology, there is no indication that the incense altar is a place to
pray. This is our interpretation. The incense altar is a place to burn incense, and
burning the incense typifies praying. How should we pray at the incense altar?
Now that we are in God and He is in us, and now that we are at the incense altar,
we must burn the incense. But what is this incense? The incense is Christ. Christ
is the tabernacle, Christ is the offerings, and Christ is also the incense. Thus, to
burn the incense means to pray Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1613)

Today’s Reading

When we come to the last part of Exodus 30, we shall see that the incense
typifies the resurrected and ascended Christ. However, all the offerings, with the
exception of the wave offering and the heave offering, are types of Christ as the
One who was judged by God and who died for us. The resurrected and ascended
Christ is the unique One who is acceptable to God. He is received by God, accepted
by Him. Thus, He becomes a sweet savor to God. This savor, as the incense,
should be in our prayer. As we have pointed out, this means that when we pray,
we should pray Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1614)

In both the Old Testament and the New Testament incense signifies our
prayer (Psa. 141:2; Rev. 5:8). This kind of prayer, which is actually Christ, is
our ascending to God through Christ and with Christ. This is a sweet-smelling
fragrance to God. In the Old Testament, before the serving priests entered the
tabernacle, they were required to come to the altar in the outer court to be
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cleansed and nourished. Then they were qualified to enter the tabernacle and
come to the table of the bread of the Presence to receive a further supply of life.
After this, they came to the lampstand to receive light. This light guided them
to the Ark, where they could contact God. God’s presence then led them to the
golden incense altar, the place of prayer. So also it is in our experience. We begin
from the bronze altar, the cross of Christ, and eventually we come into God’s
presence. The outcome is prayer that is Christ ascending to God as incense for
God'’s acceptance. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, pp. 189-190)

The smoke of the incense indicates that the incense is burned and ascends to God
with the prayers of the saints [Rev. 8:4-5]. This implies that the prayers of the saints
become effective and are acceptable to God. In other words, smoke indicates that
the saints’ prayers are effective because Christ has been added to them as incense.
The smoke of the incense goes up with the prayers of the saints to the throne of God,
and the prayers are answered. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4277)

To burn the incense is to pray Christ, to pray in Christ and with Christ as
the incense. This kind of prayer is intercessory prayer, not prayer for ourselves
but prayer for the carrying out of the divine administration, for the dispensing
of God’s supplying grace, and for the churches and the saints. Such prayer is a
fragrant incense to God—it fulfills His purpose, satisfies His desire, and delights
His heart. (Exo. 30:7, footnote 1)

The holy anointing oil (Exo. 30:23-25) signifies Christ as the all-inclusive
Spirit coming to us from God, whereas the incense signifies Christ as our prayer
going to God from us. This is a divine traffic in two directions. The anointing
brings God to us in Christ and through Christ for our participation in the divine
element; the incense is our going to God with Christ and as Christ in prayer for
God’s enjoyment. This kind of prayer simultaneously satisfies God with a sweet
fragrance and carries out God’s economy, God’s administration. (Exo. 30:35,
footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “How to Meet,” chs. 18-19
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 30:34-36 ...Take fragrant spices—stacte and onycha and galbanum—
...with pure frankincense; there shall be an equal part of each; and you
shall make of it incense, a fragrant compound according to the work of a
compounder, seasoned with salt, pure and holy. And you shall beat some of
it very fine, and put some of it before the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting,
where | will meet with you; it shall be to you most holy.

For the two-way traffic between the Triune God and us, we need the anointing
of the holy ointment, and we also need the burning of the holy incense. God
anoints us with the holy ointment, and we offer the holy incense to God. Thus,
God sanctifies us with the holy ointment that we may enjoy the compound
Spirit, and we satisfy God with our prayer, the holy incense, and carry out God'’s
administration. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, p. 190)

Today’s Reading

A priest is one who burns the incense before God (Exo. 30:7-8). To burn the
incense is to pray. Only those who go to the Lord to pray and contact Him are those
who fulfill God’s purpose. In the four Gospels, when the Lord Jesus came to this
earth among the Jews, there were not many priests. Rather, there were too many
scribes. Scribes are religious scholars, theologians; they are not priests. Priests are
not a people of knowledge. Priests are a people of incense. Day by day they burn
the incense; that is, they pray. Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist, is a good
example of a priest, going into the temple to burn the incense and to pray (Luke 1:8-9).

Throughout the whole Bible, even from the time of Adam, God’s intention has
been to have a priestly people. This is the unique kind of people that God needs.

We all must seek to live in an inward way to contact the Lord. What God
needs is a people to contact Him by praying. In today’s Christianity there is much
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outward activity, but there is not much inward contact with the Lord to burn the
incense. A priest is a person who burns the incense inwardly, not in the outer
court but in the Holy Place, and even in the Holy of Holies, to contact the Lord.

The priests are not those who only offer the offerings. The priests are a people
who burn the incense, and to burn the incense is to pray. Ephesians 6:5 through
7 tells us that even to serve a human master as a slave is a kind of service to God.
However, that is not a service like the priests had in the Holy Place when they burned
the incense. Many Levites labored around the altar in the outer court, without
coming into the Holy Place....That was a work to serve God, but that kind of service
was different from the service of those who burned the incense. We need to learn how
to burn the incense in a fine way to offer a sweet odor to God. To serve God in the
outer court as a Levite is one kind of service, but to serve as a priest burning incense
to God directly is another thing. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, pp. 98-99, 100-101, 99-100)

We need to utter and express something of Christ from deep within our spirit,
not from our mind. This expression of Christ is the sweet incense ascending
to God. It brings us into God and God into us. As a result, we will not only be
mingled with Christ but also mingled with God. When we pray in this way, it is
not only we who are praying but Christ who is praying within us. We and Christ,
Christ and we, become one by praying. Then our prayer to God is the sweet
incense ascending to Him. The more we pray by offering the ascending incense in
this way, the more the glory of God will come down. The incense goes forth, and
the glory comes down. This is the real communication, the real communion, and
the real fellowship. Prayer as the incense ascends to God, and the glory, the light
of God, shines down into us. Eventually, we will be full of Christ and saturated
with the shekinah glory of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4285)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1969, vol. 1, “How to Meet,” ch. 20; CWWL, 1965,
vol. 3, “Enjoying Christ as the Word and the Spirit through Prayer,” ch. 2
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HYMN

Hymns, #791

1

The priest’s position holy is;

He sacrifices e’er to God,

Beholds His beauty, incense burns

Of prayer before the Lord.

Let us the incense burn

Of prayer before the Lord;

The lamp we’d light, through day and night
Our praise to Him outpoured.

2

No natural light, but just the lamp
Within the holy place gives sight;
Whene'er the priest the incense burns,
The lamp he too must light.

3

The grace of God let us extol

And stir our heart sweet praise to sing;
For priests not only light the lamp,

But constant praises bring.

4
I'll offer prayers as incense burns,

Christ’s resurrection bring therein,

God'’s wish thus meet, His heart give joy,

And I'll rejoice with Him.

5

I'll read His Word, His light receive,
E’en as the lamp before Him lit,

His holy light illum’ning me

To others I'll transmit.

6

Unto the Lord His praise I'll sing

As holy priests their songs did raise;
0 may my heart be filled with Him
His love and grace to praise.

7

I'll offer Christ to God in prayer,

I'll read the Word, His light to know,
For all His grace I'll sing His praise,

The Spirit then may flow.
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Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015)

The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
Message Five
The Two Orders of the Priesthood

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 5:10; Exo. 29:1, 4; Gen. 14:18-20; Heb.

A.

B.

C.

13:15; 2:12
Outline
Day 1

The basic significance of a priest in the Bible is that a
priest ministers God to man:

The first mention of a priest in the Scriptures establishes the
principle of a priest.

The first time the word priest is used in the Bible is with
Melchizedek, who was a king and a kingly priest—Gen 14:18-20.

The foundational story of the priesthood in the Scriptures is
that of a person coming from God and ministering something
of God to God’s people:

Melchizedek came from God and ministered something of God to Abraham.

The bread and wine signify God as our enjoyment and God being ministered to
us to nourish, refresh, sustain, comfort, and strengthen us.

. If we would be genuine priests today, we need to realize that

a priest is not only one who serves God but also one who
ministers God into man.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Outline - Page 1
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E. If, as priests, we know only how to render service to God

without knowing how to minister God to man, the situation
among us regarding the priesthood will be quite poor.

Day 2

I1. The two orders of the priesthood are the holy priesthood

A.

and the royal priesthood—Rev. 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

The holy priesthood is typified by the order of Aaron; the
order of Aaron is the holy order—Exo. 29:1, 4; 1 Pet. 2:5;
Heb. 2:17:

To be holy is to be separated from the worldly things unto God—1 Pet. 1:16:

The holy order is an order separated from common things unto the divine
things and unto the use of the Lord.

The holy priests are those who are separated to go to God, to represent God’s
people—2:5.

The first order of the priesthood—the aspect of the Aaronic priesthood, the
holy priesthood—is for the offering of sacrifices to God for our sins; hence, the
Aaronic priesthood is mainly concerned with the sin offering—Heb. 10:12:

The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin; Christ’s purifying of sins is
typified by the work of Aaron—1:3; 7:27; 9:12, 28.

Christ put away sin by offering Himself to God as the one sacrifice for sins—v.
26; 10:10-12.

Day 3

The Aaronic priesthood was not part of God’s initial intention but was added
later because of the problem of sin—1:3; John 1:29; Rom. 8:3.

. The royal priesthood is typified by the order of Melchizedek;

the order of Melchizedek is the royal, the kingly, order—1
Pet. 2:9; Gen. 14:18; Heb. 5:10:

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Outline - Page 2
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. The second order of the priesthood—the aspect of the priesthood typified by

Melchizedek, the royal priesthood—is for ministering the processed God into us
as our enjoyment for our supply—v. 10; 7:1-2.

. Christ’s sitting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high is according to

the order of Melchizedek—Psa. 110:1, 4; Heb. 1:3; 8:1.

. As the kingly High Priest, Christ ministers to us whatever we need, dispensing

the processed and consummated Triune God into us as our life supply to fulfill
God’s eternal purpose.

Day 4

. In our experience today, the kingly priests are those who come from God to

care for God’s people, just as Melchizedek came from God to meet Abraham to
minister bread and wine to him—Gen. 14:18-19.

. As we serve in the practical church life, the real priesthood comes into

being when we minister God to others so that eventually they will be God’s
expression—1 Pet. 4:10; 2 Cor. 3:18.

. The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin, and the

kingly priesthood fulfills God’s eternal purpose; the Aaronic
priesthood took away sin, and the kingly priesthood
brought in God as our grace—Heb. 1:3; 4:16.

. On the one hand, in the Lord’s recovery today we are holy

priests, going to God to represent God’s people and bring
their needs to Him; on the other hand, we are royal priests,
coming from God to the people to represent God and
minister God to them—1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

. The holy priests offer something to God for the sake of the people, and the royal

priests declare the things of God to people.

. We are the holy priests and the kingly priests, going and coming in two directions.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Outline - Page 3
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Day 5

II1.The holy priesthood offers spiritual sacrifices to God—v. 5:
A. The spiritual sacrifices that the holy priests offer according to

God’s economy are (1) Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices
of the Old Testament types, such as the burnt offering, meal
offering, peace offering, sin offering, and trespass offering (Lev.
1—5); (2) the sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as
members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our body, our praises,
and the things that we do for God (12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18).

B. In particular, the spiritual sacrifices include Christ as the reality

of the burnt offering; we can offer Christ to God as our burnt
offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Christ
in His experiences as the burnt offering—Lev. 1:6, 9; 6:8-13.

. God accepts no work that is not a sacrifice, that is not wholly an

offering; thus, the question is not “What have I done for God?”
but “Has what I have done been done as an offering to God?”

D. As priests in the holy priesthood, through the unchanging

Christ as grace we should “offer up a sacrifice of praise
continually to God”—Heb. 13:15:

. In the church we should offer up through Christ the sacrifice of praise to God.

. In the church Christ sings in us hymns of praise unto God the Father, and we

too should praise God the Father through Him—2:12:

. He and we, we and He, praise the Father together in the mingled spirit—1 Cor.

6:17.

. Christ, as the life-giving Spirit, praises the Father in our spirit, and we, by our

spirit, praise the Father in His Spirit.

. This is the best and highest sacrifice that we can offer to God through Christ—

Heb. 13:15.
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« WEEK S5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 14:18-20 And Melchizedek the king of Salem brought out bread and wine.
Now he was priest of God the Most High. And he blessed him and said,
Blessed be Abram of God the Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and
blessed be God the Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your
hand. And Abram gave him a tenth of all.

What is a priest?...Although it is correct to say [that the priest is one who
serves God], it is not adequate. A priest is not only one who serves God but also
one who ministers God into man. All Christians think that a priest is one who
serves God, but not many Christians know that, ultimately, a priest is one who
ministers God to man. In a sense, serving God is secondary, while ministering God
to man is primary. The basic significance of the priesthood is not to serve God but
to minister God to man. If, as priests, we only know how to render service to God
without knowing how to minister God to man, we shall be quite poor. (Life-study
of Hebrews, pp. 145-146)

Today’s Reading

The first mention of the word priest in the Bible is with Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-
20). Melchizedek was the first priest in the Bible. As we have pointed out on other
occasions, the first mention of a thing in the Bible establishes the principle for that
category of things. Therefore, the first mention of the priest, that of Melchizedek,
establishes the principle of a priest. If you examine the case of Melchizedek as
the priest of the most high God, you will see that he did not go from man to God
but came from God to man. He did not go to God and serve God; he came from
God and ministered something of God to Abraham, God’s seeker. After the case
of Melchizedek, there is much development of this matter of the priesthood in the
Bible. But we must not forget that the foundational story of the priesthood is that of
a priest coming from God ministering something of God to God’s people.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 1
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The main point with respect to Christ as the High Priest is not that He serves
God but that He ministers God to us. We must go deeper than the superficial
concept that a priest is one who serves God. Everyone, including the unbelievers
on the street, knows that a Catholic priest is one who serves God, burns incense,
and fulfills his “holy” duty. Even the heathen religions have priests. We need to
cross the river out of this low concept into a higher one. God does not need your
service, but He does want you to minister Himself to people. As the High Priest,
Christ’s major job is to minister God to us. Mainly what Christ does within you
is to minister God into you. This is our High Priest. He is continually doing one
thing—ministering God into us. Some may say that Melchizedek did not minister
God. But what about the bread and the wine—what do they signify? The bread
and the wine signify God as our enjoyment, God being ministered to us to refresh,
sustain, support, strengthen, and nourish us that we may grow with all the riches
of God. This is the primary task of a priest. In principle, we who serve God today
are His priests. As priests, our main responsibility is to minister Him to people.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 146-147)

God’s original intention was to present Himself as the tree of life to be enjoyed
by man, and those who enjoy God the most are the priests....Revelation 20:6
speaks of those who will be priests for a thousand years, and 22:3 says, “His slaves
will serve Him.” To serve Him is to be a priest for eternity. Who will be the final
priests? It will be all His redeemed ones, who share in the New Jerusalem. They
will be the final priests eternally.

By all this we can see that our function as believers is not a small matter. We
do not see much proper functioning among Christians today, because many do
not have the adequate realization and experience. In these days, however, the
Lord will recover our service. We will realize more and more, and we will come
into more experiences of Christ. Then we will be able to function properly. (CWW.L,
1965, vol. 2, pp. 461-462)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “Functioning in Life as Gifts Given to
the Body of Christ,” chs. 6-7
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:17 Hence He should have been made like His brothers in all things that
He might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

10:12 But this One, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down forever on
the right hand of God.

The believers are not only holy priests but also royal priests. Whereas the holy
priests are according to the order of Aaron, the royal, kingly priests are according
to the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek was a king and a kingly priest (Heb. 7:1).
(A General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church,
Part 3: Hebrews through Jude, p. 331)

Today’s Reading

We are the holy priesthood on the one hand, and the royal priesthood on the
other hand. In the Old Testament types there are two different orders of priests—the
order of Aaron and the order of Melchizedek. The order of Aaron is the holy order.
To be holy is to be separated from the common things, the worldly things, unto
the Lord. The holy order is an order separated from the world, from the common
things, unto the use of the Lord. To have the church service, all of us need to be built
together, and we should be separated people, separated from the world, from the
common things, from the ordinary way. To be separated unto God is to be holy unto
God. To be holy simply means to be sanctified, and to be sanctified simply means to
be separated from the common things unto the divine things. This is the holy order,
the holy priesthood. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “To Serve in the Human Spirit,” p. 72)

The Aaronic aspect of the priesthood is for offering sacrifices to God for
our sins. Hence, the Aaronic priesthood is mainly concerned with the sin
offering....Offering solves the problem of sin.
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Verse 28 of Hebrews 9 tells us that Christ has been offered once to bear the
sins of many (v. 14; 10:12). In the eyes of God, sin is gone and has become history.
We should not believe Satan, our feelings, or our failures. They are lies. We must
declare that sin was put away by Christ in His first manifestation.

According to 7:27, our High Priest “does not have daily need, as the high priests
do, to offer up sacrifices first for his own sins and then for those of the people; for
this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.” This does not refer to what
Christ is doing today but to what He did in the past. This verse assures us that
never again need we be bothered by sin, for Christ offered Himself for sins once
for all. On the cross He solved the problem of sin once for all. Now on the throne,
He is carrying out His priesthood forever.

Christ offered Himself to God for our sins (7:27; 9:14, 26; 10:10, 12). The first
thing that our Lord did in His priestly ministry was to offer Himself to God for our
sins. He was the real sin offering, the unique sin offering. From the foundation
of the world, Christ was the unique sin offering (Rev. 13:8). As such an offering,
He offered Himself to God for our sins. Christ offered Himself to God for our sins
once for all, and He does not need to do it again. It was accomplished once for all
for eternity.

We all must declare and announce the good tidings that the problem of sin has
been solved. We should not listen to lies. Even our experience is a lie. Sin is no
longer here. We all must declare that sin has been taken away. Christ’s offering of
Himself put away sin. Thus, John 1:29 says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!” However, many Christians do not realize or believe
that sin has been taken away. We should believe that sin has been taken away.
Even if we have a failure or defeat, we must tell Satan that we do not believe him
and that we believe the holy Word, which says that sin has been taken away. We
must forget our experiences and what we are, strongly take the Lord’s word, and
declare to the enemy and to the whole universe that sin has been taken away and
that sin has nothing to do with us any longer because Christ offered Himself to
God to take it away. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3778, 3754-3755)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, chs. 6-7
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 6:20 Where the Forerunner, Jesus, has entered for us, having become
forever a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

7:1-2 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who
met Abraham...and blessed him, to whom also Abraham apportioned a
tenth part of all; first being interpreted king of righteousness, and then also
king of Salem, which is king of peace.

Because of man’s fall, sin came in to frustrate and damage God’s purpose of
ministering Himself into man as man’s daily supply. Since Satan had brought in
sin to frustrate God’s purpose, the problem of sin had to be solved. Hence, there
was the need of the Aaronic priesthood, which was brought in to solve the problem
of sin. By this we can see that the Aaronic priesthood was not a part of God’s initial
intention but was added later. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3774)

Today’s Reading

The order of Melchizedek is the royal order. Melchizedek was a king, and he was
a kingly priest. On one hand, we are the sons of Aaron, the holy priests separated
from the world unto the Lord. On the other hand, we are Melchizedeks, the kingly
priests. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “To Serve in the Human Spirit,” pp. 72-73)

Our High Priest, Christ, is not according to the order of Aaron but according
to the order of Melchizedek. Aaron is past. | am sorry to say that many Christians
still hold on to the past Aaron. But how many Christians have the present
Melchizedek? Very few. We need to be occupied with the present Melchizedek.
Melchizedek is not a High Priest for the purpose of offering sacrifices to God for
our sins but for ministering the processed God as grace into us. Now sin is over
and grace is here. Sin has gone and the enjoyment of God has come. It is no longer
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a matter of offering sacrifices for sin but of ministering bread and wine for our
enjoyment. This is the priesthood in the book of Hebrews.

While so many Christians still stay with Aaron [in Leviticus], we need to be
recovered back to Genesis 14....Between [Genesis and Hebrews] is a bridge—
Psalm 110. Psalm 110 is the bridge that brings us from Genesis 14 to the book of
Hebrews, passing over the book of Leviticus. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 364)

As the Forerunner, the Lord Jesus is now within the veil, in the Holy of Holies
in heaven. His purifying of sins is typified by the work of Aaron, whereas His
sitting down on the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3) is according to
the order of Melchizedek (Psa. 110:1, 4). His work on the cross on earth, typified
by the work of Aaron, affords us forgiveness of sins. His ministry on the throne in
heaven ministers to us the overcoming of sin. His cross delivered us out of Egypt;
His throne brings us into Canaan. We participated in His work on the cross. Now
we need to press on to enter into the enjoyment of His ministry on the throne. We
need to enter into the full participation in His priesthood according to the order of
Melchizedek. If we do this, we will have a complete overcoming of sin, and sin will
be absolutely under our feet. We will be in the Holy of Holies, having nothing to
do with sin but continually enjoying grace.

The book of Hebrews reveals that although Christ completed His redemptive
work, He is very active as our High Priest, ministering Himself into us as the
processed bread and wine for our daily supply.

In His work in His heavenly ministry, Christ is also our High Priest, according
to the order of Melchizedek, interceding for us (Heb. 5:10; 7:24-26). The order
of Melchizedek is higher than the order of Aaron. The order of Aaron was for the
priesthood only in humanity, whereas the order of Melchizedek is for the priesthood
both in humanity and divinity. As such a High Priest He ministers to us whatever
we need, dispensing the processed Triune God into us as our supply to fulfill God’s
eternal purpose. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3794, 825)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 372-374
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 1:3 ...[The Son], having made purification of sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high.

4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that we
may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

The holy priests are those who are separated to go to God to represent
God’s people, whereas the kingly priests come from God to care for us, just as
Melchizedek came from God to meet Abraham to minister bread and wine to him
(Gen. 14:17-18). On the one hand, we are the holy priests, always going to God to
represent the people, and on the other hand, we come from God to the people to
represent God. We may apply this in a practical way. Before we go out to preach
the gospel, we should go to God in prayer, praying day and night, representing the
sinners before God. At this time we are the holy priests. Then, when we go to the
sinners to proclaim the gospel to them, representing God to minister grace and
life, we are royal priests. (A General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of
Christ and the Church, Part 3: Hebrews through Jude, p. 331)

Today’s Reading

We need to see this kind of priestly ministry in the practical church life. There
are many service groups in the church life today. These service groups should not
only be considered as a kind of Levitical service. All the service groups must also
be the priesthood. A service group should not be just for its service. The brothers
and sisters in every service group must constantly minister the riches of God in
Christ to people. You need to minister God to the people in your service group.
Eventually, your whole group will become a priesthood ministering God from one
member to another. Take the example of the cleaning and arranging group. The
main task of this service group is not simply to clean the hall, arrange the chairs,
and keep everything in order. That is a help, but that is not the priesthood. The

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 7



R, AEASEANEE, HAFTRERGH., HHT
IR, EREleAr R A

RV R BIAE T, AT A AP 6B,
A Bt R B M E e Edm, AT LR
B, &MAA, WOZLEALLHE, AERE, WHHE
EARAT L, VT ESE, KIMLABHE. E
I E MY T REE LB KRR, ETAAF AR R
HARMER (FIARZTLGFHE, —k<E2—LXEH),

FLEEABRESRTRWNE, RET4 0 ENE,
RETREEHRIARY, RREAZGOHLIERS. &
BRI , MR T RO, mEENE IR,
BERAPKIEN TG, THORIBIGRER, BL
B8] o de A A AR AT B (TR F T =
M, L<E)

WA —F R f, BRGRIBEaELEENR
Y, MILEE GRS ME R TGV EIE, TR K
ARG, MAY AL, mBEEMRIIGATER
A F, RMAZRAGE B LK, ERESTG
HRAT E,

CAERMTREA A BE], KRMT2ZERGGHE S, &
RPEAP I R B GR35, REMKAF®ELEAN, KF
KABEDRMAEZWHRE), KAAmEIAIRE L. &K
M EXREAY, GAZTEBNGFE, MAZT S
AR, AEY B A A VAR AT E R, BEHA
BAERIEAR, B RAHER—PEAPTER: ME
TEA, RMORFTERF, M TEEAREKR, &
H#dh—#, RAEFOK;, BENKRIZEEAN,
A fELEEY, B2 EROEIFE2q, MFEEW
RaE MRt RS A (ARG G EANOHE,
WwW__8a) ,

S AT AR, FHEZE+w, =+ k.

w

i

\\Xv

CoO—AEBETEERAEETIM- B 5 REES -$8 =

real priesthood comes into being when you minister God to people as you clean
the hall and arrange the chairs.

As we minister God into people, they will eventually have His expression.
Christ ministers God into His believers until there is in them the expression of
God. As we have seen, the expression of God is glory. In the Bible, the glory of God
is God’s expression. When God is expressed, we have glory. But how can God be
expressed? By Christ as the High Priest ministering God into us continually. (Life-
study of Hebrews, p. 147)

Many Christians, forgetting the initial things and concentrating on what
was added later, neglect the kingly priesthood and concentrate on the Aaronic
priesthood. The Aaronic priesthood solves the problem of sin, whereas the kingly
priesthood fulfills God’s eternal purpose. The Aaronic priesthood took away sin,
and the kingly priesthood brought in God as our grace. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 3774)

The holy priesthood in 1 Peter 2:5 offers spiritual sacrifices to God, whereas
the kingly priesthood in verse 9 tells out the virtues of God. The holy priests offer
something to God for the sake of the people, whereas the royal priests declare the
things of God to people. We are the holy priests and the kingly priests, going and
coming in two directions.

In the past we may not have had the thought that we are not only holy priests
but also kingly priests coming from God, representing Him, to minister Christ to
others. Many times | have had the realization that we are the kingly priests, those
coming from God to others. We are here representing God, declaring something
of God to people, declaring His excellency, His grace, His life, and His divine
nature to others. The church is this kind of priesthood. The church is composed of
those who are regenerated, purified in their soul, nourished and growing up, and
built together as a living house to contain God, to be indwelt by God, to serve Him
as the holy priests, and to minister Him to people as the royal, kingly priests. (A
General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 3:
Hebrews through Jude, pp. 331-332)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 13-14, 32
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

Heb. 13:15 Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to
God, that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name.

The spiritual sacrifices that the believers offer in the New Testament age according
to God’s economy are: (1) Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament
types, such as the burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering, and
trespass offering (Lev. 1—5); (2) the sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as
members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our body, our praises, and the things that we
do for God (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18). (1 Pet. 2:5, footnote 8)

Today’s Reading

To take Christ as our burnt offering, we need to experience what Christ
experienced. Offering Christ as our burnt offering is not effective unless we have had
some experience of His experience as the burnt offering. We can offer Christ as the
burnt offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Him as this offering.

A person does not need any experience of Christ in order to offer Him to God as
the sin offering and as the trespass offering. A sinner may hear the gospel, repent, and
say, “O God, have mercy on me! I take the Lord Jesus as my Savior.” A sinner who
prays like this will be forgiven immediately, for he is not required to experience Christ.
The repentant sinner simply takes Christ as his sin offering and trespass offering.
The situation is absolutely different with the burnt offering. We can take Christ as the
burnt offering only to the extent to which we have experienced Him in His experience.

If we would offer Christ to God as the burnt offering, we need to experience
Christ in His experiences, and then, according to our experiences of Christ, offer
to God the Christ whom we have experienced. (Life-study of Leviticus, pp. 72, 74)
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God accepts no work that is not a sacrifice, that is not wholly offered up to
Him. The question is not: “What have I done?” Rather, the question is: “Has what
I have done been done as an offering to God? Has it passed out of my hands into
His?” If what we have done has not passed over to the other side, it is not priestly
ministry, and it is outside the realm of the church’s vocation. If what we have done
has not passed over to the other side, then we have not passed over to the other
side either, because the offerer goes with the offering. If our offering ascends to
God, we will ascend with it. (CWWN, vol. 46, p. 1205)

[Hebrews 13:15] presents a profound thought. When we bear the reproach of
Jesus and suffer on His behalf, we often groan and do not offer any praise to God.
Yet the writer of the book of Hebrews tells us that when we pass through reproach
and suffering, we should continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God.

Verse 15 is a continuation of verses 8 through 14. Since in the church life we
enjoy the unchanging Christ as grace and follow Him outside religion, we should
offer through Him spiritual sacrifices to God. First, in the church we should offer
up through Him a sacrifice of praise to God continually. In the church He sings in
us hymns of praise unto God the Father (2:12). In the church we too should praise
God the Father through Him. Eventually, in the church He and we, we and He,
praise the Father together in the mingled spirit. Christ as the life-giving Spirit,
praises the Father in our spirit, and we, by our spirit, praise the Father in His
Spirit. This is the best and highest sacrifice that we can offer to God through Him.
This is greatly needed in the church meetings.

Through the Christ whom we have experienced and enjoyed, we need to offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually. The real praise in the meetings must be
constituted of our experiences of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 3843-3844)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 1, “How to Meet,” chs. 13, 15
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the
authority of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

[In 1 Peter 2:9] race, priesthood, nation, and people are all collective
nouns, referring to the believers corporately. As a race, the believers have
been chosen; as a priesthood, a body of priests, we are royal, kingly; as
a nation, we are holy; as a people, we are God’s possession, a possession
particularly acquired and owned by God as His treasure. The chosen race
denotes our lineage from God; the royal priesthood, our service to God; the
holy nation, our community for God; and the people for a possession, our
preciousness to God. This is all in the corporate sense. Hence, we need to be
built together. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 156)

Today’s Reading

We are such a race, priesthood, nation, and people so that we may tell out the
virtues of Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. The
Greek word rendered “tell out” [in 1 Peter 2:9] also means “proclaim abroad.”
First we must be born anew and grow in life and then be built up and serve
corporately. Now we need to proclaim abroad, to tell out. To serve corporately is
to satisfy God by offering up Christ as spiritual sacrifices; to proclaim abroad is
to benefit others by showing forth the virtues of the One who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light.
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B EBAERZ R, BREEEGESL HE—3) . B2
WAV Z PR FTA, ABAR AR Y AP iF B 4B 2 W R K
GARERSE SRR A N M iR R GEIRIASE T ECE Y

BEEWERAAGARG B, TERRL, WEH S £12,
Blde, #ABMWANG, HBIHMATLREEZ, APLLELTH,
MEERRA BRAAVG G —BXM&. PTAGRARGHE
AR AP G £ 1R, AMTE RS K, (2N HE EATALY
%12,

AT A0y ZAE P LR LR A E /L0 F . M EMA
FAVHAD 69 B AR Ao £ S PTE B TR
A AL A

N A

—F =R,
AR SRR LLES ST RS
B R A KA FTE B

IR L, RGP R A EfE, £
Bk, EEALE MAELEIORE. ALEAFWE
FeRRRNF, S TEEE, BB T REGIERTHE,
EBERZ R AT S, TIRGRE R AR A £ 15,
AT E LEE. AR, KATE B KMk £ BA R
Fred B EAGUIMAT B TA 8 £ A BRG], R
gk, MepknF B i EEARE. T, HEEEfRE
i R—,

FHERENEL. IR HE, HEE s EERERE,
EIE AR FEHELE, AT HEMTELLEZ N
%15, BABISHRAMTA A E/L. ERA ST
IR AR Z BT B A RAME BRI AE I E 15 T4 AR
£ 15,

BATZAEI T HAR G AT B, ARFZ A H G E
B (hir=9) ., ERAMEARTENSERLE, £
RAVEA G RO B B, AL E KM, REKM
IRAEMIAEZEG A THRE, EAMMLOEGHRE (K
18, ®—13) (RMFATZALeHLE, —\NLE—-AMLA) .

2% MEMETALA®FRE, FT Nk ¥ LE
— SRS FE M, RANBE, FALT; MHFELES
SHE M, FEToN R

O hFEFRERAERTIIR-ESRREES-F12H

The virtues in verse 9 are excellencies, excellent and glorious virtues (2 Pet. 1:3).
These refer to what God is and has, and the marvelous light of God consummates in His
glory. To and by His virtue and glory God has called us.

The virtues here are excellent attributes, acts, and behavior. God has many
virtues. For example, He is merciful. To be merciful is a virtue. God is also loving.
He even loves sinners. This love is another of God’s virtues. All the excellent
divine attributes are the virtues of God. We need to tell out, to proclaim abroad,
these excellent virtues.

In his writings Peter emphasizes the matter of virtue more than Paul does.
Peter says in 2 Peter 1:3 that we have been called by the virtue and the glory of
God. He says not only that we have been called to God’s glory and virtue; he says
that we have been called by His glory and virtue.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, Peter and the other disciples saw His
virtues. At least once, on the Mount of Transfiguration, they saw the Lord’s glory.
Seeing Christ’s virtues was a daily occurrence. Whatever the Lord did was an
excellent act full of virtue. Christ’s excellencies are great in number. Every day the
Lord Jesus manifested His virtues, and Peter saw this. Later, Peter wrote that we
have been called by the Lord’s virtue and glory. This indicates that Peter himself
had been attracted by the virtue and glory of the Lord. Furthermore, he was called
to this virtue and glory. Therefore, he is one with the Lord in virtue and in glory.

The apostles proclaimed the virtues of the Lord. They preached them, they taught
them, and they announced them. Whatever the apostles preached and taught was a telling
out of the virtues they had seen and enjoyed. It was a proclaiming abroad of the virtues in
which they had participated. This is what it means to tell out God’s excellencies. Today we
need to follow the apostles to tell out the excellent virtues of the Lord.

We should proclaim abroad the virtues of the One who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light [1 Pet. 2:9]. Darkness is the expression and
sphere of Satan in death. Light is the expression and sphere of God in life. God has
called us, delivered us, out of Satan’s death-realm of darkness into His life-realm
of light (Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13). (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 156-158)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 18; CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” ch. 5, CWWN, vol. 48, ch. 16, “Praising”
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

Hymns, #1209

1

Praise God for tidings glad—
We're at the throne of grace;

Our gospel’s not so low,

We're in the highest place.

We're meeting here around the throne,
Enjoying God with all His own.

2

Start in the outer court,

But aim to get inside;

The Holy Place is good,

But do not there abide.

Leave sin behind—it’s put away;
We're in the veil with God to stay.
3

To rise from earth to heav'n,

A deeper turn we need;

To be where Christ is now

Upon the throne indeed.

We're gathered at the throne of grace,
Beholding Jesus face to face.

4

We're being turned as one,

Not individually;

Not private Christians now,

But Body Christians we.

As members here in one accord,
We are the Body of the Lord.

5

As Body Christians now

We have a higher word.
Foundation’s word we see,

"Tis altar, cross, and blood.
Perfection’s word is little known,
"Tis fellowship around the throne.
6

Christ is objective too,

But subjective are we

In our experience;

Our spirit is the key.

God, throne, and holiest—we see
Our spirit now contains all three.
7

Leviticus is past,

And Aaron’s work is o’er;
Melchisedek is here,

High Priest forevermore;

His ministry is now so fine:

He comes to feed us bread and wine.
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4 H Outline
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Mw

W&&ﬁﬁ;ﬁ/\ﬁ%ﬂgﬁ@agﬂy # 1. “That | might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
xﬁlvz\% HE 5], MATER L& 7} i Gentiles, a laboring priest of the gospel of God, in order

A, BEEFZIZIAER, TERHM] — that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable,
b + £ 16: having been sanctified in the Holy Spirit”—Rom. 15:16:

— KB RTHENLR T, AL B EL s A Paul's being a laboring priest of the gospel of God to minister
A, BN AR GTF R, Hif4g Christ to the Gentiles was a priestly service to God, and the
FHITIF AN IR, AL R BR A AY 69 B A — IR Gentiles whom he gained through his gospel preaching were
A=5: an offering presented to God—1 Pet. 2:5:
| #EEEELATENEE  UEHL5HANEZ ANERN 1. By this priestly service many Gentiles, who were unclean and defiled, were
HIANER A > GRATEEEEEEE DI BRI » Bk B MR AN sanctified in the Holy Spirit and became such an offering, acceptable to God—
EY—@+T 16> FR4~5¢ Rom. 15:16; 16:4-5.

f) Lﬁb%;g/\’ﬂkﬂ{/\mgmq: ,Djjumﬁ}z , It%mqag/jf 2. These Gentiles were set apart from things common and were saturated with
BRITE RS s FEE LI ; SEE God’s nature and element and were thus sanctified both positionally and
TR EEN—N 19 FH 16 ¢ dispositionally; such a sanctification is in the Holy Spirit—6:19; 15:16.
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3. Based on Christ’s redemption, the Holy Spirit renews, transforms, and

separates unto holiness those who have been regenerated by believing into
Christ—3:24; 12:2; John 3:15.

B. Paul is a pattern of the priesthood of the gospel; in the Epistle to

the Romans, which concerns the gospel of God, he tells us how
sinners can be saved and justified by believing in the Lord, how
they advance in Christ by being sanctified and transformed, and
how they present themselves to God as living sacrifices so that they
may become members of the Body of Christ to live the church life,
expressing Christ corporately and awaiting His coming—1 Thes.
2:1-12; Acts 20:17-36; Rom. 1:16-17; 3:24-26; 12:1, 4-5; 13:11.

Day 2&Day 3

= M RMANER, TTAANE/RALZ  C. The New Testament service ordained by God is that all
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believers are priests to serve God with the offerings that He
desires—Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-10; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9:

1. As priests of the gospel of God, we offer saved sinners, as parts of the enlarged

and corporate Christ, to God as sacrifices—Rom. 15:16.

2. The offering of the believers to God is in three steps:

a. Those who preach the gospel offer the newly saved ones to God as spiritual

sacrifices—V. 16; 1 Pet. 2:5.

b. After the new believers grow and begin to understand what it is to be a believer in

Christ, they are encouraged to offer themselves to God as a living sacrifice—Rom. 12:1.

c. As the believers continue to grow unto maturity, those who labor on them

present them full-grown in Christ—Col. 1:28.

D. In order to function as priests of the gospel, we need to see that

the gospel of God includes the entire book of Romans; this Epistle
shows us that when we preach the gospel, we make sinners the
sons of God and members of the Body of Christ, and we help them
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E.

A.

to grow so that they can be active members in the practice of the
Body life in the local churches—1:16-17; 3:24; 5:10; 8:16; 12:2, 4-5.

The service of the priesthood of the gospel is the service of the church
as the Body of Christ; the focus of our service is to save sinners and
offer them to God, and the goal of our service is the building up of
the Body of Christ—15:16; 12:4-5; 1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Eph. 4:11-12, 16.

Day 4

“God is my witness, whom | serve in my spirit in the
gospel of His Son”—Rom. 1:9:

For all the requirements related to the believers revealed in the
New Testament, especially that of announcing the gospel of
God, we need to receive the divine supply of the Body through
the dispensing of the processed Triune God—Eph. 3:2; Heb.
4:16; Rom. 5:17, 21; John 7:37-38; Acts 6:4; Phil. 1:5-6, 19-25.

We need to see that our service to God in the gospel is our worship
to God; in the New Testament, serving God is actually the same as
worshipping God—Matt. 4:9-10; S. S. 1:2; cf. Psa. 2:11-12:

Paul said that the believers at Thessalonica “turned to God from the idols to
serve a living and true God”—1 Thes. 1:9:

God must be living to us and in us in every aspect of our daily life; the fact that
God controls, directs, corrects, and adjusts us, even in such small things as our
thoughts and motives, is a proof that He is living—Phil. 1:8; 2:5, 13; 1:20.

We live under the control, direction, and correction of a living God to be a
pattern of the glad tidings that we spread—1 Thes. 1:5-8; 2:10; 2 Thes. 3:5.

As believers in Christ, we must live a life in our spirit which bears the
testimony that the God we worship and serve is living in the details of our life;
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the reason we do not do or say certain things should be that God is living in
us—Rom. 8:6, 16.

. The Greek word for serve in Romans 1:9 means “serve in worship,” as used in

Matthew 4:10, 2 Timothy 1:3, Philippians 3:3, and Luke 2:37; Paul considered
his preaching of the gospel as a worship and service to God, not merely a work.

. When we come to serve God, or worship God, we need a blood-purified

conscience; our defiled conscience needs to be purified so that we may serve
God in a living way—Heb. 9:14; 10:22; 1 John 1:7, 9; Acts 24:16; cf. 1 Tim. 4:7.

. To serve God in the gospel is to serve Him in the all-inclusive Christ, because

the gospel is simply Christ Himself—Acts 5:42; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:209.
Day 5

. In order to preach the gospel of God’s Son, we must be in our regenerated spirit

(1:9); in the book of Romans Paul stressed that whatever we are (2:29; 8:5-6,
9), whatever we have (vv. 10, 16), and whatever we do toward God (1:9; 7:6; 8:4,
13; 12:11) must be in our spirit.

. Paul served God in his regenerated spirit by the indwelling Christ, the life-

giving Spirit, not in his soul by the power and ability of the soul; this is the first
important item in his preaching of the gospel.

. The gospel of God, unto which Paul was separated, is the subject of the book

of Romans; the book of Romans may be regarded as the fifth gospel—1:1; 2:16;
16:25:

. The first four Gospels are concerning the incarnated Christ, Christ in the flesh,

living among His disciples; the gospel in Romans is concerning the resurrected
Christ as the Spirit living within His disciples—8:2, 6, 9-11, 16.

. We need the fifth gospel, the book of Romans, to reveal the subjective Savior

within us as the subjective gospel of Christ.
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{LEHEZEENR T FENEENEE BB sinners in the flesh into sons of God in the spirit in order to constitute the Body
MhHEE— ) 29+ 1~5F7c of Christ expressed as the local churches—v. 29; 12:1-5; ch. 16.
d B HEEHIBEEEENEOR » (FHEZINLE] d. All of us need to function as priests of the gospel of God according to the
A B EEE R S IR 2 40 %EZ“‘J— revelation of the book of Romans; we need to learn the elements and details of
EEEENNE - I B EEEH M E  2EY the gospel, we need to experience the full content of the gospel, and we need to
It EEE — T A 16 ° exercise our spirit to learn how to minister the gospel—15:16.
1B 7~ Day 6
= TEx2E0, HTAXKMEEANEE R, C. “We are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of
EABIRKES 0, RMEEAMRG] —H= God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the
3, &= 28 ~ 29: flesh™—Phil. 3:3; cf. Rom. 2:28-29:

| AEEEIEHRMRAANN—YIRREFEE © F{ KA 1. The flesh refers to all that we are and have in our natural being; anything
Y] - HmEZaE o e =4 ~6- natural, whether it is good or evil, is the flesh—Phil. 3:4-6.

) REERBENER  MZEFERME ,mum_,éﬁ’]{fﬁ 2. As believers in Christ, we should not trust in anything that we have by our
B2 WERMRAHEN—Y) > HEREN—E7 natural birth, for everything of our natural birth is part of the flesh.

3 EMERRAMEE TEA > T Al se e R R A 3. Even though we have been regenerated, we may continue to live in our fallen
HE » ZRMENREBEMEN > EEKMRANE nature, boast in what we do in the flesh, and have confidence in our natural
¥ s BrlL o BRI L = E B R OEZ ~ 5 qualifications; therefore, it is important that we be deeply and personally
WHEE - T EEE - touched by these verses in Philippians 3.

4 TAMFEE F A LR IR ~ TMITTE 4. We need the Lord’s light to shine on us concerning our nature, our deeds, and
MBI AR ESE s TMEESEZEEE  FRIK our confidence in the flesh; we need to be enlightened by the Lord to see that we
LA EAREIE » 3 BT T BRIER - still live too much by the flesh and that we boast in our deeds and qualifications.

5 ﬁiﬂa == %Eﬁﬁ fﬁﬂ@%ﬁﬂa 1 [HIRMIAETFERIAN 5. We need the Lord’s light to shine on us so that we have no trust in our natural
HE ~ B~ gEJEUE T R - Bef4ERE qualities, qualifications, ability, or intelligence; only then shall we be able to
B "‘}j@ﬂaﬁé\, E BMEESE B 1% MR testify that our confidence is wholly in the Lord; after we are enlightened in this
EERMEE > HEEINEEFERFFH—T ~ 86 way, we shall truly serve and worship God in our spirit and by the Spirit—vv. 7-8.

6 H—K  StIE=FMEE > HMEEFAETER > & 6. One day, when the light shines on us concerning this, we will want to prostrate
WHCHHERIERNE ) AehfHeEeifeCEE ourselves before the Lord and confess how unclean our nature is; then we will
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condemn everything we do by our fallen nature; we will see that in the eyes of
God whatever is done in the fallen nature is evil and worthy of condemnation.

. Formerly, we boasted in our deeds and qualifications, but the time will come when

we will condemn the flesh with its qualifications; then we shall boast in Christ
alone, realizing that in ourselves we have absolutely no ground for boasting.

. Only when we have been enlightened by God shall we be able to say truly that we

have no trust in our natural qualifications, ability, or intelligence; only then shall we
be able to testify that our confidence is wholly in the Lord; after we are enlightened
in this way, we shall truly serve and worship God in our spirit and by the Spirit.

. Our work and labor for the Lord in the gospel is not by our

natural life and natural ability but by the Lord’s resurrection
life and power; resurrection is the eternal principle in our
service to God—Num. 17:8; 1 Cor. 15:10, 58; 16:10:

. The life-giving Spirit is the reality of the Triune God, the reality of resurrection,

and the reality of the Body of Christ—John 16:13-15; 20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph.
4:4,

. Resurrection means that everything is of God and not of us, that God alone is

able and that we are not able, and that everything is done by God and not by
ourselves—Num. 17:8.

. All those who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they

know that they cannot make it; everything that is of death belongs to us, and
everything that is of life belongs to the Lord—2 Cor. 1:8-9; cf. Eccl. 9:4,

. We must acknowledge that we are nothing, have nothing, and can do nothing;

we must come to the end of ourselves to be convinced of our utter uselessness—
Exo. 2:14-15; 3:14-15; Luke 22:32-33; 1 Pet. 5:5-6.

. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit lives in us, enabling us to do

what we could never do in ourselves—1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 1:8-9,12; 4:7-18.
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 15:16 That | might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, a laboring
priest of the gospel of God, in order that the offering of the Gentiles might
be acceptable, having been sanctified in the Holy Spirit.

Paul’s being a priest of the gospel of God to minister Christ to the Gentiles
was a priestly service to God, and the Gentiles whom he gained through his
gospel preaching were an offering presented to God. By this priestly service many
Gentiles, who were unclean and defiled, were sanctified in the Holy Spirit and
became such an offering, acceptable to God. They were set apart from things
common and were saturated with God’s nature and element, and were thus
sanctified both positionally and dispositionally (see footnote 2 on Rom. 6:19).
Such a sanctification is in the Holy Spirit. This means that, based on Christ’s
redemption, the Holy Spirit renews, transforms, and separates unto holiness
those who have been regenerated by believing into Christ. (Rom. 15:16, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

The work that is carried out by the New Testament priests of the gospel on
sinners is complete with three major sections. The first section is to lead sinners
to repent and believe in the Lord that their sins may be forgiven and that they
may be regenerated in their spirit. This is also the first step of God’s salvation.
The second section is to lead the repentant, regenerated ones to be gradually
transformed in their soul [Rom. 12:2]....0ur mind is the leading part of our soul,
so the renewing of our mind is the transformation of our soul. We are regenerated
in our spirit in an instant, but afterward we need to be transformed for a long
period of time. This process of transformation allows Christ to spread into every
part of our inner being—into our mind, emotion, and will. As the Lord transforms
us by spreading into every inward part, we grow in Him. The third section is that
when we grow in the Lord unto maturity, eventually at the Lord’s coming back our
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body will be transfigured and fully redeemed (Phil. 3:21). Thus, our whole being—
spirit, soul, and body—will be filled and saturated with the Lord and mingled with
the Lord within and without. In this way, He becomes us and we become Him; He
is in us as our life, and we are His outward expression. This is God’s salvation in
its entirety, and this is also the complete gospel preached by the apostles. Hence,
God’s New Testament gospel is for us to be regenerated in our spirit, transformed
in our soul, and eventually redeemed in our body so that our whole being—spirit,
soul, and body—is saved. These are the three steps which the New Testament
priests of the gospel of God carry out in men.

The Epistle to the Romans, written by the apostle Paul, concerns the gospel
of God, and it begins with sinners. Paul tells us how sinners can be saved and
justified by believing in the Lord, how they advance in Christ by being sanctified
and transformed, and how they present themselves to God as living sacrifices that
they may become members of the Body of Christ to live the church life, expressing
Christ corporately and awaiting the Lord’s coming. Paul did not only speak in this
way concerning the gospel of God; he also served as such a priest of the gospel. He
was sent by God from one place to another to preach the gospel, and he offered the
saved ones as sacrifices to God (Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:9). Then he continued to work
on the saved ones by nourishing and cherishing them that he might lead them
to present themselves to God as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1). As such, Paul was a
pattern of the priesthood of the gospel. He took care of the new believers in Christ
that they might grow by the word of God and that thereby the fruits of the gospel
would remain. Furthermore, he carried out the work of teaching and perfecting
in the saints, working individually and directly on them daily, that they might be
perfected in their gifts. Thus, like him, they could do the work of the building of the
Body of Christ (Eph. 4:12), and they could all become the New Testament priests of
the gospel. (The Ministry of the New Testament Priests of the Gospel, pp. 11-12)

Further Reading: The Ministry of the New Testament Priests of the Gospel, ch.
1; The New Testament Priests of the Gospel, chs. 1, 3-5
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:1 I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God
to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is
your reasonable service.

We need to see how Paul did his work as a priest of the gospel. According to
the New Testament record, he did it in three steps of offering. First, Paul saved
sinners to offer them up to God as acceptable sacrifices (Rom. 15:16). Second,
he brought the believers up to lead them to present themselves to God as living
sacrifices (Rom. 12:1). Third, he warned and taught every saint in all wisdom to
present each one full-grown in Christ (Col. 1:28-29). He did this by laboring and
struggling according to God’s operation which operated in him in power....To
present every man full-grown in Christ is to offer every man full-grown in Christ.

The Lord told us in the New Testament that all of His chosen people, who are
today’s believers, are His priests (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10)....Every priest has
to be very, very diligent, even aggressive, in offering sacrifices to God. God does
not want the sweet smell of the offerings on the altar to stop. He likes this sweet
savor to ascend to Him all the time for His acceptance....The main offering of the
New Testament priests should be the saved sinners as parts of the enlarged and
corporate Christ, offered to God as the New Testament sacrifices of the gospel. In
the Old Testament, the main offerings were bulls and goats, which were types of
Christ. Today we are offering Christ, but not the individual Christ. We are offering
the corporate Christ. (The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, pp. 30, 36)

Today’s Reading

According to Romans 15:16...Paul offered to God only that which had been
sanctified, wholly separated unto God. He would not offer anything common to
God. His offering had to be something which was separated wholly unto God,
something which was not only holy in position but also holy in disposition. The
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offering of the nations is in three steps. First, those who preach the gospel offer
the newly saved ones to God as spiritual sacrifices (Rom. 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:5). After
the new believers grow and begin to understand what it is to be a believer in
Christ, they are encouraged to offer themselves to God as a living sacrifice (Rom.
12:1). This is the second step of offering. Then, as the believers continue to grow
unto maturity, those who labor on the believers present them full-grown in Christ
(Col. 1:28). (To Be Saved in the Life of Christ as Revealed in Romans, p. 15)

According to Romans 15:16, Paul offered the saved sinners to God as acceptable
sacrifices. All of the unbelieving sinners are in Adam. When we preach the gospel
to them and they receive the Lord, they are transferred out of Adam into Christ.
When someone believes into Christ, he becomes a part of Christ. The unbelievers
who are transferred into Christ are the increase of Christ. When | am preaching
the gospel to offer saved persons to God, | am offering Christ—not the individual
Christ but the corporate Christ.

After the saving of sinners, Paul continued to nourish the new ones, to bring
them up in the same way that we would raise up our children. When we bring
up our children, we first teach them what to do, and after a period of time, we
charge them to do it themselves. At the time of their salvation, Paul presented the
saved sinners as sacrifices. Then Paul brought them up and led them to present
themselves as living sacrifices.

After this offering in Romans 12, the practice of the Body life begins. After
the saints’ presentation of themselves to God, they can be the active members
of the Body of Christ. Thus, in the following verses of chapter 12, we see that the
ones who present themselves as living sacrifices become functioning members
of the organic Body of Christ. These living members function according to their
gifts, such as prophecy or teaching (vv. 6-7). (The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery

Today, pp. 30-33)

Further Reading: The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, chs. 1-2; To Be
Saved in the Life of Christ as Revealed in Romans, ch. 1
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:28-29 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ; for
which also I labor, struggling according to His operation which operates in
me in power.

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves...a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

What kind of Christ did Paul announce? The Christ whom he announced is
not that simple. He announced the indwelling Christ as the hope of glory. Paul
announced a wonderful person. Christ as the hope of glory cannot work in us fully
without a worker like Paul.

We may have experienced Romans 12:1, but we have not reached the state of
being full-grown in Colossians 1:28. To be presented to God full-grown in Christ is
the last step to finish the sacrifice of the New Testament priesthood. This sacrifice
needs three steps: salvation in Romans 15:16, growth in life in Romans 12:1, and the
maturity in life in Colossians 1:28. All these steps are the work of the New Testament
priesthood of the gospel. According to the divine revelation, to save sinners, to teach
the Bible, to edify the saints, and to set up churches are all the work of the gospel.
The preaching of the gospel of God is the New Testament ministry to carry out God’s
New Testament economy. We must bear this responsibility for God’s good pleasure.
(The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, pp. 34, 37)

Today’s Reading

The service of the church as the Body of Christ is the service of the New
Testament priesthood of the gospel (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). It is the service of the New
Testament, and it is of the gospel and of a priesthood. A priest is individualistic,
whereas a priesthood is corporate. It is much like a ball team which is a corporate
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entity. A ball game is not played by any one individual but by a group. Our service
must also be carried out as a corporate entity, the New Testament priesthood of
the gospel. The foremost thing of this service is to center on the preaching of the
gospel to save sinners and to offer them as sacrifices to God (Rom. 15:16). In a
general sense, gospel preaching is soul-winning. This is not wrong, but such a goal
is not high enough. Our emphasis in gospel preaching is not on this but on God
receiving an offering. According to the revelation of the Old Testament, our God
daily anticipates our offering to Him. Actually, the offering of sacrifices must be
done not only daily but also every morning and evening.

Our gospel preaching today is not merely to win souls but to save sinners one
by one and offer them as sacrifices to God. This is the focus of our service. When
I was first saved, I heard that I must preach the gospel diligently to save souls.
Later, I also heard that I must preach the gospel diligently in order to bear fruit.
Fruit-bearing seems a little higher than soul-winning. In the last two years, I
began to realize that we are God’s priests and that our gospel preaching cannot
merely be soul-winning or fruit-bearing. It is to save the sinners and offer them
to God as sacrifices. Suppose you preach the gospel to someone and baptize him
after he believes and receives. Now you must remember to offer this person as a
sacrifice to God in your prayers. If you do this, you will be a joyful person. This is
the focus of our service as the New Testament priests of the gospel.

Furthermore, the service of the New Testament priesthood of the gospel has
as its goal the building up of the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12). The focus of our
service is to save sinners and offer them to God, while the goal is to build up the
Body of Christ. After we preach the gospel, lead a sinner to salvation, and offer
him as a sacrifice to God, that sacrifice becomes material for the building up of the
Body of Christ. (A Thorough View of the Body of Christ, pp. 51-52)

Further Reading: A Thorough View of the Body of Christ, ch. 4; The Ministry of
the New Testament Priests of the Gospel, ch. 5
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His
Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers.

Phil. 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your
petition and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

For all the requirements related to the believers revealed in the New
Testament we need to receive the divine supply through the divine dispensing
of the processed Triune God. Without this dispensing we cannot receive the
supply, and without this supply we cannot fulfill the requirements mentioned in
the New Testament. If we would meet what the New Testament requires of the
believers, we need the divine supply, even the very essence of the Triune God. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1827-1828)

Today’s Reading

In the New Testament serving God is actually the same thing as worshipping
God. You cannot serve God without worshipping Him. Neither can you worship
Him without serving Him.

The believers serve and worship God in their spirit in the gospel of God’s Son....The
Greek word translated “serve” in Romans 1:9 means to serve in worship of God.

In 1 Thessalonians 1:9b Paul says that the believers at Thessalonica “turned
to God from the idols to serve a living and true God.” Literally, the Greek word
rendered “serve” here means to serve as a slave. As used in verse 9, the word serve
is all-inclusive. It includes everything we do in our daily living.

In 1:9 the word “living” is mentioned before the word “true.” It is rather easy to
serve a true God; it is not so easy to serve a living God. Nevertheless, we need to
serve a living God. God must be living to us and in us in our daily life. He should
be living in our speech, in our behavior, and every aspect of our daily life.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 7



iaﬁ&ﬁjﬂﬁﬁﬁitﬁ ’5%(/”]1 %?‘*’K«%ﬁ’]o ﬁ'%’?gz:iﬁfé
89, KM BFAEAEZHGTIET AR RIS AL ELF
EPITREGAY R EW, ELERMET, =H KM, 3
FlA&AM, LHEHATHAM. RAEXMB L, AMAEFLZFL
PROE &AM, FEKM. AiEHL A&, EEAEKMY
iy MiE A FE L, {‘L;Eilmkh 1E AR A E, é&
175 R &R EAGIEF ., il feX EZTFT. RMELE
891 4, /A Hf‘ﬁﬁiﬂ;’ R KA B FEIRF 69 AP, ZE
RIVA T mip P R E0, EAEGLRKAER S LEM
REN, RMTELXRER T RE LTS, REAZAMN T A

AMER. RMTRAREFG, Mo RZ EREW,
BEERMEBELREL,
KPR F AAY, KB, FRAFEHORS, BiF

B A RS, AR AT IAEAT —AE R K (S 14) .
By R FAMGRS, EAMFREN, FRAEA,
FEERABYRFTEFORS, AXWREHERSE, AF
éﬁa%%%?%,%%%&ﬁ%&@ﬁﬁﬁoﬁci
KA E 49 £ F3 5, &friﬁﬁ%—%’i‘éﬁiﬁ? %’a%%#ﬁ
MRS, REKMOEE (HW24) , NE XN
EHlay, LEF; KRMFTHRG RS E ZH: *%’/?, " K
A R F 6y 7 kB Aab, 205 E LR 69 77 XK FFAP,
HAE ZE R,

EZMEZEFAL A, LARLEMRGTOERY, &
HAAERMOE ZEZHRAIT. YN F EfRFF, HTLEM
FTa91E A5 E T Y. BARE EAY LT AN AL AT F A AR
Mo AL TH@EDHOEZANAE, A, A#BFL

FEAMNY, HRAEVCEZAVABTEIF AR, EHLHE, 4
ETHAEEBEAC, EHAATRAEASTO T _6R, £4 (1%
MK R EBEaT] 9RE (FHO8HF~M, —~E
ZHAHE)

23 M E, F—a~TAE—B~T A

CoO—AEETEERAEETIIM-H 6 REES -8 =

By our daily life we prove that God is living. If God were not living, our daily
life would be very different from what it is. Our present living is a testimony that
the God whom we serve is living. He is living in us, and He controls us, directs us,
and deals with us. He will not let us go. Rather, in many matters He corrects us
and adjusts us. The fact that God controls us and directs us, even in such small
things as our thoughts and motives, is a proof that He is living. We live under the
control, direction, and correction of a living God. As believers in Christ we must
live a life which bears the testimony that the God we worship and serve is living in
the details of our life. The proper Christian life should bear a testimony that God
is living. The reason we do not do or say certain things should be that God is living
in us. The God whom we worship and serve is living not only in the heavens but
also in us.

When we come to serve God, or worship God, we need to have a pure
conscience, a conscience purified from dead works or from any kind of offense
(Heb. 9:14)....The blood of Christ purifies our conscience to serve the living
God. To serve the living God requires a blood-purified conscience. To worship
in dead religion or to serve any dead thing rather than God does not require our
conscience to be purified. The conscience is the leading part of our spirit. The
living God, whom we desire to serve, always comes to our spirit (John 4:24) by
touching our conscience. He is righteous, holy, and living. Our defiled conscience
needs to be purified so that we may serve Him in a living way. To worship God in
our mind religiously does not require this.

If we would serve God and worship Him, we must do this in our spirit for the
preaching of the gospel. The New Testament service and worship are carried
out in the preaching of the gospel. This gospel is not concerned with anything
other than God’s Son. The gospel of God’s Son refers to the all-inclusive Christ.
Therefore, to serve God in the gospel is to serve Him in the all-inclusive Christ. In
the New Testament the gospel is simply Christ Himself. This is the reason Acts 5:42
says that the apostles were “announcing the gospel of Jesus as the Christ.” (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1828-1829, 1831, 1829-1831)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 168-169
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:1 Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the
gospel of God.

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son...

[In Romans 1:9, “my spirit” refers not to] the Spirit of God but [to] Paul’s
regenerated spirit. The spirit is different from the heart, soul, mind, emotion, will,
or natural life. Christ and the Spirit are with the believers in their regenerated
human spirit (2 Tim. 4:22; Rom. 8:16). In Romans Paul stressed that whatever we
are (2:29; 8:5-6, 9), whatever we have (8:10, 16), and whatever we do toward God
(1:9; 7:6; 8:4, 13; 12:11) must be in this spirit. Paul served God in his regenerated
spirit by the indwelling Christ, the life-giving Spirit, not in his soul by the power
and ability of the soul. This is the first important item in his preaching of the
gospel. (Rom. 1:9, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

In Romans 1:9a Paul said that he served God in his spirit. This indicates that in
order to preach the gospel of God’s Son, we must be in our spirit. Preaching the gospel
depends on our spirit. Whenever we preach the gospel, we should exercise our spirit.

Only in the book of Romans does Paul say that he serves God in his spirit. The
reason is that in Romans Paul is arguing with religious people who invariably are
in something other than the spirit—in letters, forms, or doctrines. In Romans Paul
indicates that whatever we do toward God must be done in our spirit, that whatever
we are must be in spirit, and that whatever we have must be in spirit. In 2:29 he
says that the genuine people of God must be in spirit, that true circumcision is not
outward in the flesh but in the spirit. Then in 7:6 he says that we should serve God
in newness of spirit. Finally, in 12:11 Paul says that we must be burning in spirit.
Preaching the gospel of God is absolutely a matter of our spirit.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2015) - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 9
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The gospel of God in which we serve God in our spirit is actually the subject of
the book of Romans. In the very first verse of this book Paul says that as a slave
of Christ and a called apostle he was “separated unto the gospel of God.” This
indicates that Paul’s intention in Romans is to write concerning the gospel. The
entire book unfolds the gospel, the glad tidings of God, in its fullest way [2:16;
16:25]....The book of Romans may be regarded as the fifth gospel.

The gospel in the first four books of the New Testament...concerns Christ in
the flesh as He lived among His disciples before His death and resurrection. The
gospel in Romans concerns Christ as the Spirit, not Christ in the flesh. In Romans
8 we see that the Spirit of life who indwells us is simply Christ Himself. Christ is in
us. The Christ in the four Gospels was among the disciples; the Christ in Romans
Hence, the gospel in Romans concerns Christ as the Spirit in us after
His resurrection. This Christ is deeper and more subjective than the Christ in the
four Gospels....We need the fifth gospel, the book of Romans, to reveal the subjective
gospel of Christ.

is within us....

The central message of the book of Romans is that sinful, fleshly people can
be made sons of God and conformed to the image of the Son of God. In this way
Christ becomes the Firstborn among many brothers (8:29). Thus, the central
point of the gospel is not forgiveness of sins. It is the producing of the sons of God,
many brothers of the Son of God. God desires to transform sinners in the flesh
into sons of God in the spirit. If we would serve God in the gospel, we all should
make this same matter our goal. We preach the gospel not simply that people may
be saved or be forgiven of their sins or become spiritual, but that they may become
sons of God. This is our aim.

The crucial point in serving God in our spirit in the gospel of His Son is that we
minister Christ to others in the gospel. For this, we need to learn the elements and
details of the gospel, we need to experience the full content of the gospel, and we
need to exercise our spirit. This is to serve God in our spirit in the gospel of God’s
Son. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1831-1834)

Further Reading: Practical Points concerning Blending, chs. 2-4
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:3 For we are the circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God
and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh.

1 Cor. 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.

The believers not only serve God in their spirit but also serve Him by the Spirit
of God....Literally, the Greek word translated “serve” [in Philippians 3:3a] means
to serve as priests. All New Testament believers are priests to God (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev.
1:6). Hence, our ministry to the Lord, in whatever aspect, is a priestly ministry,
a priestly service...in our spirit and by His Spirit. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 1834)

Today’s Reading

The flesh in Philippians 3:3 comprises all that we are and have in our natural
being....Anything natural, whether it is good or evil, is the flesh....As believers in
Christ we should not trust in anything we have by our natural birth, for everything
of our natural birth is part of the flesh. In order to render genuine service and
worship to God, everything we do must be by the Spirit of God, in Christ, and with
no trust in the flesh.

Even though we have been regenerated, we may continue to live in our fallen
nature, boast in what we do in the flesh, and have confidence in our natural
qualifications....We need the Lord’s light to shine on us concerning our nature, our
deeds, and our confidence in the flesh. If we are enlightened by the Lord, we shall
confess that although we have been regenerated to become children of God with
the divine life and nature, we still live too much in the flesh. One day, when the
light shines on you concerning this, you will want to prostrate yourself before the
Lord and confess how unclean your nature is. Then you will condemn everything
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you do by your fallen nature. You will see that in the eyes of God whatever is done
in the fallen nature is evil and worthy of condemnation. Formerly, we boasted in
our deeds and qualifications. But the time will come when instead of boasting in
the flesh with its qualifications, we shall condemn it. Then we shall boast in Christ
alone, realizing that in ourselves we have absolutely no ground for boasting.

Only when we have been enlightened by God shall we be able to say truly that
we have no trust in our natural qualifications, ability, or intelligence. Only then
shall we be able to testify that our confidence is wholly in the Lord. After we are
enlightened in this way, we shall truly serve and worship God in our spirit and by
the Spirit. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1836-1838)

All services to the Lord must pass through death and resurrection before they
will be acceptable to God. Resurrection means that everything is of God and not of
us. It means that God alone is able and that we are not able. Resurrection means
that everything is done by God, not by ourselves....All those who know resurrection
have given up hope in themselves; they know that they cannot make it. As long as the
natural strength remains, the power of resurrection has no ground for manifestation.

Resurrection requires that we fall down, prostrate before God, and confess to
Him, “I can do nothing. I am nothing, and I have nothing. This is what I am. If I can
give anything to others, it is because You have given it to me. If I can do anything, it
is because You have done it through me.” Once we prostrate before the Lord in this
way, everything we have will become God’s work in us. Henceforth...we will realize
that everything that is dead belongs to us and everything that is living belongs to
God....Everything that has to do with life belongs to the Lord....A man must come
to the end of himself before he will be convinced of his utter uselessness. (CWWN,
vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” pp. 249-250)

Throughout the centuries, all the living servants of the Lord have had this
resurrected Christ living in them. We can testify that He lives in us, enabling us to
do what we could never do in ourselves. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
1840)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 15; Basic
Lessons on Service, Isn. 16
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« WEEK 6 —HYMN

Hymns, #913
1 5
Serve and work within the BOdy, In our ministry and Service,
This the Lord doth Slgnlfy, From the Body’ our Supply’

For His purpose is the Body,
And with it we must comply.
Serve and work within the Body,
Never independently;

As the members of the Body,
Functioning relatedly.

2

As the members we've been quickened
Not as individuals free;

We must always serve together;
All related mutually.

3

Living stones, we're built together
And a house for God must be,

As the holy priesthood serving,
In a blessed harmony.

4

Thus we must be built together,
In position minister;

For the basis of our service

Is the body character.

If detached and isolated,
Out of function we will die.

6

"Tis by serving in the Body

Riches of the Head we share;

"Tis by functioning as members
Christ's full measure we will bear.
7

To the Head fast holding ever,
That we may together grow,
From the Head supplies incoming
Thru us to the Body flow.

8

Lord, anew we give our bodies;
May we be transformed to prove
All Thy will, to know Thy Body,
And therein to serve and move.
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B & AP0 3 2 K E) R 09 Tk The Recovery of the Priesthood for God’s Building
%L Message Seven
S NN e R The Central and Ultimate Point of the Priesthood
oz ~156~30 Scripture Reading: Exo. 28:15-30
4 H Outline
iE — Day 1
PR s —_t+A\NFZT+arZE=+4%, | According to Exodus 28:15-30, the breastplate of
R BT 8 R R 75 A B RAR GG S A4 judgment is the central item of the priestly garments and
BUIP-S=1  = SONND =2 S e R g A the central and ultimate point of the priesthood:

— kBTN B AR, 449 A. The main purpose of the breastplate of judgment was for
F RARIE &) B4 M 09 K BB AF A AP 69 5] God’s leading; God'’s people act according to God'’s leading

%, obtained through the reality of the breastplate.
— MAeH% ke, &fﬁiﬁf‘,upﬂ Z4, bt~ B. The breastplate typifies the church, and if we do not know
AL EAAPEY |, FE L, A5 S A the church, we do not know what God's leading is; actually,
BaETR—, God’s leading and the church are one.

ZWEEZE. BERE. EREZE, A5 4& C. God reveals what we should do through the church, by the
MZAEL B, Bes A5 L, .Pv T church, and with the church; the church is God’s leading, for
B EAVEFE, F ﬁhx‘?&/\mﬁkmé’ﬁl#— the church bears the divine alphabet by which God makes
21 8, 23K =2~3, 16 ~17, 22 ~ 28, known His leading—v. 21; cf. Psa. 73:2-3,16-17, 22-28.

W okRETE M TSI —3 B K, AE. BEeir  D. The breastplate of judgment functioned as a heavenly, divine,
T, WFEATEEIE, BB RITTH and spiritual typewriter to make known God'’s leading, and
75 AL B RIREG S this heavenly typewriter was the very center of the priestly

garments.
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. The breastplate was called the breastplate of judgment because

from it man found his solutions; when the high priest went into
God’s presence with the breastplate, God’s light shined, certain
stones became dark, and God'’s will was fully manifested.

. The breastplate being borne upon Aaron’s heart for a

memorial before Jehovah signifies the entire church as one
built-up entity being borne upon Christ’s loving heart for a
memorial, a pleasing remembrance, before God—EXxo. 28:29:

. The church as the Body of Christ, the peak of God'’s divine revelation, is God’s

great will in the universe—Eph. 1.5, 9, 11, 22-23.

. The Body life as the practicality and expression of Christ’s Body is God'’s great

will for us on earth—Rom. 12:1-2.

. The Body of Christ with the Body life is the good pleasure of God’s will, His

heart’s delight—Eph. 1:5b, 9.
Day 2

I1. The twelve precious stones on the breastplate, on which

the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were engraved,
signify all the redeemed and transformed people of God
built together to become one entity—Exo. 28:17-21.:

A. The twelve precious stones set in gold (vv. 17-20) symbolize

the saints as transformed precious stones built together in
the divine nature of Christ to become one entity, the church
as Christ’'s Body (1 Cor. 3:10-12a; Eph. 1:22-23).

. Therefore, the breastplate is a miniature of the building up of God's

people, indicating that the believers in Christ are distinct individuals
but are not divided—Rev. 21:18-20; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 12:27.
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. Precious stones are not created but are formed by the transforming

of created things; this signifies that the church is produced by
transformation, from something natural into something divine.

. As components of the church, the believers, who were created

of dust (Gen. 2:7), must be transformed in their human
nature by and with the divine nature through the working of
the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:3, 18) to become precious stones for God’s
eternal building (Matt. 16:18; John 1:42; 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev.
21:18-21); the Christian life is a life of transformation—daily
God is seeking to transform us (Rom. 12:2-3; 2 Cor. 4:16).

. The number twelve, composed of four (the creatures) times three

(the Triune God in resurrection), signifies the mingling of the
Triune God with His creature, man, for the complete and perfect
carrying out of God's administration eternally—cf. Rev. 21:12-13.

. That the stones were arranged in four rows with three

stones in each row indicates that the believers are not only
transformed but also mingled with the Triune God.

. The setting of the stones in gold (Exo. 28:20) signifies that

the transformed and mingled believers are built in the divine
nature of Christ into one entity (2 Pet. 1:4).

. These people, being of the number twelve, complete the

eternal purpose of God and become the administration of the
divine government in the universe.

. In God’s eternal plan and according to His eternal view,

the church, borne on Christ’s heart (Exo. 28:29) and held in
the span of His loving care (v. 16b; cf. John 10:28), is such
a mingling of the Triune God with redeemed humanity.

Day 3
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I11. The engraving of the names of the twelve tribes on the
precious stones corresponds to the inscribing of Christ
into the believers’ hearts, making them living letters of
Christ, with Christ as the content—2 Cor. 3:3:

A. Christ is inscribed into the believers through their experience of
Him and by the inscribing of the New Testament ministry—wv. 2-6.

B. The letters engraved on the twelve stones typify Christ as the
letters in the heavenly alphabet—cf. Rev. 22:13a.

C. If we are not transformed and transparent and if we have not
been inscribed with the Spirit of the living God along with Christ
as the content, but are merely opaque stones without any letters
inscribed into us, it will be impossible for God to speak through us.

IV.After the Urim and Thummim were put into the
breastplate, it became not only a memorial but also a
breastplate of judgment—Exo. 28:30:

A. Urim means “lights, illuminators”—v. 30:

1. The Urim was an illuminator inserted into the breastplate under the twelve
stones; it had the capacity to contain oil for burning, and the fire used to burn
the oil came from the altar.

2. The Urim had twelve illuminators, one to illuminate each of the twelve
transparent precious stones on the breastplate so that they could shine with
light (David Baron).

3. The Urim typifies Christ as lights, illuminators (John 8:12; Eph. 5:14), shining
through the Spirit (the oil) and the cross (the fire from the altar).

Day 4
B. Thummim means “perfecters, completers”—Exo. 28:30:
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4.

The names on the twelve stones on the breastplate contained only eighteen of
the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet; the remaining four letters were
put on the Thummim, making it the perfecter and completer (David Baron).

By the shining of the Urim on the individual precious stones and by the
darkening of the stones, the full alphabet of twenty-two letters could be used to
spell out words and sentences.

The Thummim typifies Christ as the perfecter and completer (Heb. 12:2); thus,
He is the spiritual alphabet for both inscribing and completing (cf. Rev. 22:13a).

Together, the Urim and the Thummim typify Christ as God’s witness, God’s
testimony (3:14), as the means for God to speak to His people (Heb. 1:2).

In the New Testament, the reality of the Urim and the Thummim is the mingled
spirit—the unveiling Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, indwelling our receiving
spirit, our regenerated human spirit—Rom. 8:4, 14, 16; Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3;
21:10.

. In Exodus 28:30 and in Deuteronomy 33:8 and 10, God's

judgments, referring to God’s law with its verdicts and
judgments, are related to the Urim and the Thummim.

. The word judgment in Exodus 28:30 indicates that God

has a regulation concerning everything among His people;
the judgment leads to certain decisions, and as a result, we
have God's leading.

According to the Old Testament, the Urim and the Thummim added
to the breastplate were a means for God to speak to His people to
indicate to them His leading; thus, we may say that the breastplate
of judgment is a breastplate of leading—Lev. 8:8; Num. 27:21; Deut.
33:8; Josh. 7:16-21; 1 Sam. 23:6, 9-12; 28:6; Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65.
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2.

Day 5

God'’s leading through the breastplate always involved a
judgment; God’s law includes His judgments, and these
judgments become God's leading.

In spiritual experience, in order to know God'’s leading we must
judge whatever is of the flesh, the self, the old man, and the world.

In Romans 8:14 the leading of the Spirit, as the reality of God's
leading through the breastplate, issues from, and is the totality
of, all the judgments in verses 1 through 13 of that chapter.

. The fact that God'’s speaking as His leading was through the

breastplate signifies that God makes His leading known to
His people through the church:

. The Lord’s speaking through the breastplate with the Urim and the Thummim

required the making of the breastplate with the twelve precious stones engraved
with the names of the children of Israel and the bearing of the breastplate on
the heart of the high priest.

In the same principle, God’s speaking today through the church with Christ as
the Hluminator (Urim) and Perfecter (Thummim) requires the building up of
the church with the believers as transformed, transparent precious stones who
have been inscribed with Christ as the letters of the spiritual alphabet (2 Cor.
3:3) and the bearing of the church on the hearts of the leading ones.

V. The breastplate of judgment for God’s leading was like a

heavenly, divine, and spiritual typewriter, and His way
of speaking through the breastplate with the Urim and
the Thummim is the opposite of what we would expect:
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. God speaks not through the stones that are shining but through

stones that become dark; this means that God speaks through
negative situations; because the Lord’s speaking by the breastplate of
judgment is through negative situations, that speaking is a judgment;
it is the revelation of the Lord’s mind concerning His people.

. Normally the twelve stones in the breastplate were under

the shining of the Urim; suddenly a piece inscribed with
a certain name would become dark; this darkening of a
particular stone was God’s instant speaking:

. Paul’s Epistles and the seven epistles of the Lord Jesus to the seven churches in Asia

were all written according to this principle; they were written according to the negative
situation of the churches, not according to the positive things found in the churches.

. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians according to his reading of the negative situation

at Corinth, but although his writing was based on the negative things, in this
Epistle he ministered positive things—the riches of Christ—to the church.

. The saints in Corinth became the letters used by Paul in the spiritual typesetting

of his Epistle; in the same way, in a local church the leading ones need to seek
the Lord’s guidance by reading the actual situation and condition of the saints.

. The problem among Christians today is that because there is so much darkness,

there is no way for God to expose darkness; in order for the darkness to be
made known, there must first be the shining of the light; God speaks through
things that become negative in the midst of the shining of the light.

Day 6

. By reading the negative situations in this way, we come to know God’s leading,

His judgment; then in our locality we shall know what God wants us to do, and
we should then follow His leading.

. If we as the church would be the breastplate of judgment, we

must fulfill certain requirements:
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. We need to be transformed and transparent; then Christ as the spiritual

alphabet must be inscribed into us clearly and definitely—2 Cor. 3:3, 18; cf. 1
Chron. 28:19.

. Just as God could not speak through the breastplate unless the stones had

been inscribed with letters, so God cannot speak through His redeemed people
unless they have been inscribed with Christ—Heb. 8:10.

. Because there is a shortage of transformation, transparency, inscribing, and

enlightening, we need to pray that we may become transparent, have more of
Christ inscribed into us, and experience more enlightening—Rev. 22:1; 21:11;
Psa. 119:130; Isa. 2:5; Eph. 5:8-9; Psa. 89:15; 1 John 1:7.

. The fact that Christ is the spiritual alphabet for both inscription and completion

indicates that He is inexhaustible; although we may enjoy His inscription, there
is still something more of Him that we need for completion—cf. Heb. 6:1; Phil.

3:10, 13-14.

. The breastplate is the building up of the Body life and the means

for us to know God's will concerning His people; then we will
receive the Lord’s judgment of what we have to do or what
we must not do; we will know the Lord’s way, and the whole
church will go on according to the judgment given by the Lord.

. We need to pray that every local church would become a

breastplate according to the picture in Exodus 28.
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:15 ...You shall make a breastplate of judgment, the work of a skillful
workman; like the work of the ephod you shall make it; of gold, of blue and
purple and scarlet strands, and of fine twined linen you shall make it.

17 And you shall enclose in it enclosures of stones...

21 ...According to the names of the sons of Israel, twelve...; they shall
be like the engravings of a signet, each according to its name, for the
twelve tribes.

The central item of the priestly garments is the breastplate, not the ephod. Of
course, this central item belongs to the ephod. In the description of the priestly
garments, the first thing mentioned is the breastplate.

What was the function of the breastplate? According to Exodus 28:15, the
breastplate was called the breastplate of judgment....The judgment here is not
mainly to determine what is right or wrong, what is just or unjust. Instead, this
judgment is so that God’s people could know His leading. Hence, the breastplate
of judgment is actually the breastplate of leading. Why, then, does verse 15 use
the word judgment with respect to the breastplate? The answer is that if we would
know God’s leading, we must have a great deal of judgment. We must judge
whatever is of the flesh, the self, the old man, and the world. We must judge the
things of the flesh and the mind set on the flesh. This judgment clears the way for
us to know God’s leading. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1381-1382)

Today’s Reading

The breastplate functions as a heavenly, divine, and spiritual typewriter. Of the
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, eighteen were contained in the names of
the twelve tribes inscribed in the stones set on the breastplate. The remaining four
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letters were contained in the Thummim attached to the breastplate. Therefore, with
the breastplate there were all the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. This made it possible
for the breastplate to function as a divine typewriter. As we shall see, the Lord’s
leading could be obtained through the breastplate with the Urim and the Thummim
much like a word, or a sentence, is composed one letter at a time by using a typewriter.

In Romans 8:14 Paul says that as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
are sons of God. In Romans 8 we find the reality of the breastplate.

In typology the breastplate was related to the Lord’s leading....The breastplate [also]
typifies the church....If we do not know the church, we do not know what the Lord’s
leading is. Actually God'’s leading and the church are one.

The high priest wore the breastplate comprising twelve precious stones, each of
which was engraved with one of the names of the twelve tribes....The breastplate of
judgment functioned as a heavenly, divine, and spiritual typewriter to make known
God’s leading. This heavenly typewriter is the very center of the priestly garments.

The breastplate typifies the church, and the ephod typifies Christ. Thus, the
breastplate on the ephod signifies that the church is borne by Christ upon His
breast. Furthermore, the fact that God’s leading was made known by means of
the breastplate indicates that today God reveals what we should do through the
church, by the church, and with the church. The church is God’s leading, for the
church bears the divine alphabet by which God makes known His leading.

The Lord bears us in a corporate way, even in an incorporated way. The
Lord Jesus has built us together; He has incorporated us into one entity. The
breastplate was one entity composed of twelve separate, individual stones....We
are separate pieces, but we are not separated, individualistic pieces.

There were twelve tribes of the children of Israel. Each tribe was represented
by a stone on the breastplate. But all these stones were built together into one
entity. Therefore, the breastplate was actually a building of precious stones set in
gold. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1382-1385, 1389-1390)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 123
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<« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:17 And you shall enclose in it enclosures of stones, four rows of stones:
the first row shall be a row of a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald.

20 And the fourth row, a chrysolite, and an onyx, and a jasper; they shall be set
in gold in their enclosures.

The breastplate on the ephod signifies the church as the building together of
God'’s redeemed people upon Christ. The twelve precious stones set in gold (Exo.
28:17-20) symbolize the saints as transformed precious stones built together
in the divine nature of Christ to become one entity, the church as Christ’s Body
(1 Cor. 3:10-12a; Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, the breastplate is a miniature of the
building up of God’s people (see footnote 1 on Gen. 2:12), indicating that the
believers in Christ are distinct individuals but are not divided (Rom. 12:5; 1
Cor. 12:27). The entire ephod with its shoulder pieces and the breastplate are a
marvelous portrait of Christ with the church. (Exo. 28:15, footnote 1)

The twelve precious stones on the breastplate, on which the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel were engraved, signify all the redeemed and transformed
people of God built together to become one entity....The church is produced by
transformation, from something natural into something divine. As components
of the church, the believers, who were created of dust (Gen. 2:7), must be
transformed in their human nature by and with the divine nature through the
working of the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:18) to become precious stones for God’s eternal
building. (Exo. 28:17, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The number twelve, composed of four (the creatures) times three (the
Triune God in resurrection), signifies the mingling of the Triune God with His
creature, man, for the complete and perfect carrying out of God’s administration
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eternally....That the stones were arranged in four rows with three stones in each
row indicates that the believers are not only transformed but also mingled with
the Triune God. The setting of the stones in gold (Exo. 28:20) signifies that the
transformed and mingled believers are built in the divine nature of Christ into one
entity. These people, being of the number twelve, complete the eternal purpose of
God and become the administration of the divine government in the universe. In
God'’s eternal plan and according to His eternal view, the church, borne on Christ’s
heart (v. 29) and held in the span of His loving care (v. 16b), is such a mingling of
the Triune God with redeemed humanity. (Exo. 28:17, footnote 2)

The ephod signifies the expression of Christ. It portrays Christ expressed in His
divinity and humanity with His attributes and virtues....Upon the ephod, upon the
expression of Christ, there is the church. Both the shoulder plates and the breastplate
symbolize the church. First, the church is symbolized as a testimony of the Lord
Jesus. This is the function of the two shoulder-pieces, for two signifies a testimony.
Thus, the two plates on the shoulders of the ephod signify the church as the
testimony of Christ. The breastplate composed of twelve stones set in gold symbolizes
the saints as transformed precious stones built together in the divine nature of Christ
to become one entity. This is the built-up church. Therefore, the ephod with all that it
bears, the three plates, is actually a picture of Christ and the church.

Exodus 28:30 says, “Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel
on his heart before Jehovah continually.” Here we see that the breastplate was
borne upon Aaron’s heart before the Lord. This signifies that the entire church
as one entity built together is borne upon Christ’s loving heart before God. What
a great comfort this is to us! Many among us have hardships and difficulties.
We may have problems at work or at home. Human life is not easy. However, if
we consider the picture of the breastplate on Aaron’s heart, we shall realize that
we are not in our hardships, difficulties, or problems—we are on Christ’s heart
before God. When the enemy comes to trouble us, we should declare, “Satan,
right now I am borne on Christ’s heart before God.” (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
1397-1398, 1403)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 124-125
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ
ministered by us, inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,;
not in tablets of stone but in tablets of hearts of flesh.

Rev. 22:13 | am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning
and the End.

The engraving of the names of the twelve tribes on the precious stones
corresponds to the inscribing of Christ into the believers’ hearts, making them
living letters of Christ, with Christ as the content (see 2 Cor. 3:3 and footnotes).
Christ is inscribed into the believers through their experience of Him. The letters
engraved on the twelve stones typify Christ as the letters in the heavenly alphabet
(cf. Rev. 22:13a). (Exo. 28:21, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

After the Urim and the Thummim were put into it, the breastplate became not
only a memorial but also a breastplate of judgment. (Exo. 28:30, footnote 1)

The Urim was an illuminator inserted into the breastplate under the twelve
stones. It had the capacity to contain oil for burning, and the fire used to burn the
oil came from the altar. The Urim had twelve illuminators, one to illuminate each
of the twelve transparent precious stones on the breastplate so that they could
shine with light (David Baron). The Urim typifies Christ as lights, illuminators
(John 8:12; Eph. 5:14), shining through the Spirit (the oil) and the cross (the fire
from the altar). (Exo. 28:30, footnote 2)

The Urim had twelve illuminators to enlighten all twelve of the transparent
precious stones. But suppose no letters had been inscribed on these stones. What,
then, would be shown by the shining of the illuminators through the stones?
Nothing would be shown, for there would have been no letters on the stones to
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be illuminated. Even if the stones had been enlightened by the illuminators and
thereby shone with light, there would not have been any content. The content
depends on the letters inscribed on the stones.

The principle is the same with the living letters of Christ in 2 Corinthians 3.
Only when Christ has been inscribed into our being do we become His living
letters. Just as God could not speak through the breastplate unless the stones had
been inscribed with letters, so God cannot speak through His redeemed people
unless they have been inscribed with Christ. Yes, the Lord does speak through His
redeemed people. However, He actually speaks through the Christ who has been
inscribed into them. This means that we need the content of Christ inscribed as
letters into our being. Otherwise, God will have no way to speak through us, for
there will not be any letters inscribed into us.

How many of today’s Christians have Christ inscribed into them? The answer
is that few have truly been inscribed with Christ. Even with these few, the amount
of Christ inscribed may not be very great. Moreover, many Christians are not
transparent. How can the Lord speak through those who have not been inscribed
with Christ and who are not transparent? This is impossible. If the stones placed in
the breastplate had been opaque, the illuminators of the Urim may have enlightened
them, but they would not have been able to shine through such opaque stones.
Likewise, because so many Christians are opaque, Christ does not have a way to
shine through them. We need to be transformed, and we need to be transparent,
and we need to have Christ inscribed into us. Then when the light shines through
us, others will be able to read the letters, the content of Christ, inscribed into us. But
if we are not transformed and transparent and if we have not been inscribed with
Christ, but are merely opaque stones without any letters inscribed into us, it will not
be possible for God to speak through us. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1409-1411)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 126
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:29-30 So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the
breastplate of judgment on his heart when he goes into the sanctuary....And
you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim,;
and they shall be on Aaron’s heart when he goes in before Jehovah, and
Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel on his heart before
Jehovah continually.

[Thummim means] “perfecters, completers.” The names on the twelve stones
on the breastplate contained only eighteen of the twenty-two letters of the
Hebrew alphabet. The remaining four letters were put on the Thummim, making
it the perfecter and completer (David Baron). By the shining of the Urim on the
individual precious stones, the full alphabet of twenty-two letters could be used to
spell out words and sentences. The Thummim typifies Christ as the perfecter and
completer (Heb. 12:2). Christ is the spiritual alphabet for both inscribing...and
completing. Together, the Urim and the Thummim typify Christ as God’s witness,
God'’s testimony (Rev. 3:14), as the means for God to speak to His people (Heb. 1:2).
In the New Testament, the reality of the Urim and the Thummim is the mingled
spirit—the unveiling Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, indwelling our receiving spirit,
our regenerated human spirit (Rom. 8:4, 14). (Exo. 28:30, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

In Exodus 28:30 and in Deuteronomy 33:8 and 10, God's judgments, referring
to God’s law with its verdicts and judgments (see footnote 4 on Luke 1:6), are
related to the Urim and the Thummim. According to the Old Testament, the Urim
and the Thummim added to the breastplate were a means for God to speak to His
people to indicate to them His leading. (Exo. 28:30, footnote 1)

After the Urim and the Thummim were added into the breastplate, it became
the breastplate of judgment....The judgments mentioned in Deuteronomy 33:10
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are related to the Urim and the Thummim in 33:8, where we are told that the
priests, the Levites, would have the Thummim and the Urim. The judgments
in Deuteronomy 33:10 refer to the judgments in Exodus 28:29 and 30. In both
portions of the Word judgment is related to the Urim and the Thummim.

In Deuteronomy 33:10 the judgments are part of God’s law, which
is a totality of God’s regulations....The law includes more than the Ten
Commandments....The Ten Commandments recorded in Exodus 20 are
supplemented by the ordinances and regulations recorded in chapters 21
through 23. All these regulations are judgments.

The English word judgment used to translate Deuteronomy 33:10 and Exodus
28:29 and 30 can be misleading. It may be regarded as an action of judging or
even as an opinion, for our judgment may refer to our opinion. Furthermore,
judgment may also involve evaluation. But this is not the meaning of judgment
with respect to the breastplate of judgment. The word judgment in these verses
indicates that God has a regulation concerning everything among His people.
All the regulations will issue in judgments, and these judgments become God’s
leading. Thus, the leading of God comes from His judgments, which are based on
His regulations.

First God gave the Ten Commandments. Then He issued many regulations and
ordinances as supplements to these commandments. The Ten Commandments are the
principles of God’s regulations, but the supplements in Exodus 21 through 23 provide
the details of these regulations. In these detailed regulations we have God’s judgment.
This judgment leads us to certain decisions. As a result, we have God'’s leading.

If we would receive the Lord’s leading, many things about us need to be judged
by God. Our flesh, our wrongdoings, and our natural life must all be judged by
Him. God’s regulations require that all these things be set aside. What remains
afterward is truly of God. In this way we come to know God'’s leading. (Life-study
of Exodus, pp. 1412-1413)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 127
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 27:21 And he [Joshua] shall stand before Eleazar the priest, and he shall
inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before Jehovah. At his word
shall they go out and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the
children of Israel with him, even the whole assembly.

Rom. 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

In spiritual experience, in order to know God'’s leading we must judge whatever
is of the flesh, the self, the old man, and the world. In Romans 8:14 the leading of
the Spirit, as the reality of God’s leading through the breastplate, issues from, and
is the totality of, all the judgments in verses 1 through 13 of that chapter.

The fact that God’s speaking as His leading was through the breastplate signifies
that God makes His leading known to His people through the church. The Lord’s
speaking through the breastplate with the Urim and the Thummim required the
making of the breastplate with the twelve precious stones engraved with the names
of the children of Israel and the bearing of the breastplate on the heart of the high
priest. In the same principle, God’s speaking today through the church with Christ
as the Hlluminator (Urim) and Perfecter (Thummim) requires the building up of the
church with the believers as transformed, transparent precious stones who have
been inscribed with Christ as the letters of the spiritual alphabet (2 Cor. 3:3) and the
bearing of the church on the hearts of the leading ones. (Exo. 28:30, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

God’s way of speaking through the breastplate with the Urim and the
Thummim is the opposite of what we would expect. God speaks not through
the stones that are shining, but through stones that become dark. This means
that God speaks through negative situations. Normally the twelve stones in the
breastplate were under the shining of the Urim. Suddenly a piece inscribed with a
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certain name would become dark. This darkening of a particular stone was God’s
instant speaking. Our natural concept would be that God’s speaking through the
breastplate came from the stones that were shining. Actually, He spoke through
the stones that suddenly became dark.

Paul’s Epistles and also the seven epistles of the Lord Jesus to the seven
churches in Asia were all written according to this principle. They were written
according to the negative situation of the churches, not according to the positive
things found in the churches....Paul wrote 1 Corinthians according to his reading
of the negative situation at Corinth. By considering that situation, he knew what
to write. But although his writing was based on the negative things, in this Epistle
he ministered positive things—the riches of Christ—to the church.

The problem among Christians today is that because there is so much darkness,
there is no way for God to expose darkness. When everything is in darkness, it is
difficult to point out a particular matter that is in darkness....If all the lights [in a
room] are shining, it will be easy to find one that becomes dark.

The situation of Christians today is abnormal. Instead of light, there is
darkness. As a result, God has hardly any way to speak. In order for the darkness
to be made known, there must first be the shining of light....If in a certain church
things that are wrong are easily found out, that church is normal. But if in a
particular church it is not possible to find out what is wrong, this is an indication
that the church there is in darkness. When darkness prevails, it is not possible for
negative matters to be exposed. For this, light is necessary. What is exposed under
the shining of the light is God’s speaking. God speaks through things becoming
negative. This kind of negative situation is an indicator of the shortage of Christ.
By reading the negative situations in this way, we come to know God’s leading.
Then in our locality we shall know what God wants us to do, and we should then
follow His leading. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1431-1432)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 129
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Rev. 21:11 Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone,
like a jasper stone, as clear as crystal.

The leading obtained through the breastplate always involves a judgment.
This means that the Lord’s speaking through the breastplate is through negative
situations. If this speaking were only through positive situations, there would be
no need of judgment, for everything would be positive and justified.

The apostle Paul was one who was truly shining. Under the shining of Paul,
the darkness was exposed. Paul wrote certain of his Epistles according to the
darkness, according to the negative condition, of the saints in the churches.
Because Paul saw certain dark areas in the church in Corinth, areas that were
letters of God’s judgment, Paul could write Corinthians as a book of judgment.
But along with all the judgment contained in this Epistle, there are many positive
things: the riches of Christ ministered to the believers at Corinth. This is God’s
way of speaking. Both in the Old Testament and the New Testament, God’s
speaking is according to the negative situation, yet with the riches of Christ as the
supply for His people. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1432-1433)

Today’s Reading

If we as the church would be the breastplate of judgment, we must fulfill
certain requirements. First, we need to be transformed and transparent. Then
Christ as the letters of the spiritual alphabet must be inscribed into us clearly and
definitely. This is to have the adequate experience of Christ.
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If we do not try to minister Christ to others, we may not realize how short we
are concerning the experience of Christ. When we try to speak to others about the
experience of Christ, we may find that we ourselves are still very short of experience.
We may have little of the real experience of Christ to minister to others. As those
who would shepherd the saints, we need the experience of Christ. Otherwise we
shall lack the proper spiritual vocabulary required for ministering Christ....To
some extent, we may be able to teach the Bible, for we may have been reading and
studying it for years. But when it comes to ministering Christ, we have a shortage.
We do not have that much of Christ inscribed into our being....Therefore, it is very
difficult to know the Lord’s leading through the breastplate.

Because there is such a shortage of transformation, transparency, inscribing,
and enlightening, we need to pray that we may become transparent, have more of
Christ inscribed into us, and experience more enlightening. Then we shall realize
that, even if we are full of Christ, we still have a shortage, for something of Christ’s
riches is still lacking.

With the breastplate and the Urim and the Thummim we see two kinds
of alphabets. One kind of alphabet is for inscribing, and the other kind is for
completing. If we are not yet full of Christ, what we need is the inscribing. Christ
must be inscribed into us until we are full of Him. It is when we are full of Christ
that we recognize the need for completion. Thus, if we are not full of Christ, we need
Him as the alphabet for inscription. But when we are full of Him, we need Him as
the alphabet for our completion. Believers like the apostle Paul, those who are full
of Christ, realize that they still need Christ. However, those who are short of Christ
may not sense the need for Christ....It is when we have Christ inscribed into us that
we realize we are still short of Christ. Then we shall seek Him to be our completion.

Only through experience can we understand what it is to have Christ inscribed
into us and to have Him complete us. Therefore, we all need to pray more
regarding these things. I hope that every local church will become a breastplate
according to the picture in Exodus 28. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1433-1434)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 128; CWWN, vol. 38, ch. 56
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WEEK 7 —HYMN

Hymns, #772

1

Lord, we meet to seek Thy face
And in one accord to pray;

We a holy priesthood are,
Waiting on Thee here today.

Here together we would pray,
Touch the highest and the best,
Till our spirits mingled are

And Thy Church is built and blest.
2

As true priests we long to be,
With our spirit sense Thy will,
Thus to serve before Thee here
That Thy plan Thou may fulfill.

3

To the holiest place we come,
Now to touch Thy throne of grace,
By the inner sense to pray

And Thy Spirit’s flow to trace.

4

From Thy throne of grace to me
Rivers of Thy grace proceed;
Thus my spirit is refreshed,

Helping me in time of need.

5

May our prayers expression give

To Thy Spirit's mind alone;

Praying not by our desire,

But according to Thine own.

6

Though with temporal matters pressed,
Which we fain would bring to Thee,
Rather than Thy care to seek,

We would here Thy channel be.

7

Here we seek Thy list'ning ear,

May Thy living water flow;

When Thy grace does satisfy,

Only then Thy work we'll know.
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5. Our responsibility is not to care for any kind of work; our responsibility is simply

to take care of the priesthood by learning to be possessed and occupied by the
Lord until we are filled, saturated, and permeated with Him—Eph. 3:16-17a, 19.

. What the Lord needs today is a group of people who are

brought into His presence and even into the Lord Himself until
they are one with Him—Heb. 10:19; 2 Cor. 3:18; John 17:22, 24.

. When the Lord has such a priesthood—a kingdom of

priests—He will have the freedom to flow out and work
out His will for the fulfillment of His eternal purpose—EXxo.
19:6a; Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-10; 4:11; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; Phil. 2:13.

Day 2

I1. The building of God’s house is related to the priesthood

and depends on the priesthood—EXxo. 19:6a; 25:8-9;
Zech. 6:12-13; 1 Pet. 2:5:

A. The building of the church depends on whether or not the

saints will bear the priesthood before God—Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-
10; Heb. 3:6; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1; 10:19.

. The priesthood upholds the building of the church; without

the priesthood it is impossible to build up the church.

. If we are willing to come forward to God, fellowship with

God, live before God, and allow God to flow through us,
we will enjoy the riches of Christ and express the glory of
Christ in a full way; in this way we will bear the testimony
of the church, and the building of the church will be
realized among us—11:6; 1 John 1:3; Eph. 3:8; 2:21-22.

. In order to recover the building of God, God must first

recover the priesthood—Ezra 1:1-4; 7:1-5.
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Day 3

I11. The building of God’s house as the dwelling place of
God is the priesthood; the holy priesthood is the spiritual
house—Eph. 2:21-22; 1 Pet. 2:5:

A. Spiritual denotes the capacity of the divine life to love and grow;
holy, the capacity of the divine nature to separate and sanctify—v. 5:

1. The house of God subsists mainly by the divine life; hence, it is spiritual.

2. The priesthood subsists mainly by the divine nature; hence, it is holy.
B. The Greek word for priesthood in verses 5 and 9, hierateuma,

refers not to the priestly office but to the assembly of priests,
a body of priests, a priesthood.

C. The coordinated body of priests is the built-up spiritual house.

D. In verse 5 Peter uses the terms spiritual house and holy
priesthood to indicate the church life:

1. It is not the spiritual life lived in an individualistic way, but the spiritual life
lived in a corporate way, that can fulfill God’s purpose and satisfy His desire—
Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 3:11; Gen. 1:26.

2. God wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body, a priesthood, for
His service.

IV.In our ministry as priests, we need to be one with the
building and builded God to build God into man and
man into God—Eph. 3:16-17a; John 14:2, 23:

A. “Building God and man in one / Is their [the priests’] work
before the Lord”—Hymns, #849.

Day 4
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. God’'s New Testament economy is for the processed and

consummated Triune God to be wrought into us to become
our life and our being—1 Tim. 1:4; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 3:16-17a;
Rom. 8:9-10, 6, 11:

. God’s economy and goal according to His heart’s desire are to build Himself

into man and to build man into Him—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Eph. 3:17a.

. God’s intention in His economy is to build Himself in Christ into our being—2

Sam. 7:12-14a; Eph. 3:17a; John 14:20.
Day 5

. God in Christ is within us to build Himself into our being and to build us into

His being—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Matt. 16:18; John 14:23; Eph. 3:17a.

. The Christ who is built, constituted, into us is both God'’s

house and our house; this house is a mutual abode, where
God and we, we and God, are mingled together as one
entity—John 14:2, 23; 15:4a.

. In every aspect of our work—preaching the gospel, feeding

the believers, establishing churches, perfecting the saints—
the intrinsic element must be that we minister the building
and builded God into others—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 3:17a:

. If we realize that God desires to work Himself into His chosen people, then the

goal of our work will be to minister the building and builded God into others so
that the Triune God may build Himself into their being—v. 17a.

. We should reconsider the work we are doing for the Lord and ask how much of

Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God has been wrought into those whom
we have brought to the Lord—Gal. 4:19; Col. 1:28.
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. We need to practice one thing—to minister the processed and consummated

Triune God into others so that He may build Himself into their inner man; we
need to pray that the Lord will teach us to work in this way—2 Cor. 13:14; 1 Cor.
3:9a, 10, 12.

Day 6

. When we build the church with the processed and consummated Triune God, it

is not actually we who are building; rather, God is building through us, using us
as priests to dispense Himself into others—Acts 9:15.

. As we work for God today, we should participate in God’s

building—the constitution of the divine element into the
human element and of the human element into the divine
element—John 14:20; 15:4a; 1 John 4:15.

. As we endeavor to carry out the God-ordained way in

the four steps of begetting, nourishing, perfecting, and
building, our work must be based upon the processed and
consummated Triune God, who is building Himself into His
chosen people and building them into Him—2 Cor. 13:14;
Eph. 3:16-17a; 4:4-6.

. If we minister the building and builded God to others for

their growth in the divine life, we are building up the Body
of Christ, which will consummate the New Jerusalem—Col.
2:19; Eph. 4:15-16; Rev. 21:10.
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

14:26 What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a
psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation.
Let all things be done for building up.

In the priesthood there has always been failure on the human side and
continual recovery on the divine side. Following the restored creation, Adam
was put into the real position of the priesthood. When Adam failed, God came
in to recover the priesthood by His redemption. Abel was brought back by
redemption into the priesthood. He became a redeemed priest to enjoy and
contact God, to function with God and partake of God. (CWW.L, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” p. 440)

Today’s Reading

Eventually, even [the] priesthood under redemption was lost by man. Then
God came in to select Abraham out of the fallen race and bring him into the
priesthood. He became a priest interceding for others. Genesis 18 reveals that God
came to the tent of Abraham. That tent was the Holy of Holies. Abraham was in
the Holy of Holies being one with the Lord.

Gradually, Abraham’s descendants, the children of Israel, fell into Egypt. Thus,
they lost the priesthood again. But the Lord redeemed them through the passover
and told them that He intended to make them a kingdom of priests, or a priestly
kingdom (Exo. 19). There would not be just one priest but a kingdom of priests.
However, it was not long until the whole nation of Israel fell by worshipping the
golden calf. Then the priesthood was turned from the whole nation to the one tribe
of Levi. Later, during the time of Eli, the situation with the priests of the tribe of
Levi was very poor. They were so fallen that they lost everything of the priesthood.
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But God raised up the kings and the prophets to restore the priesthood. All the
kings and prophets who were with God were brought into the real priesthood.

[In the New Testament], the Lord Jesus, who is the Priest of all priests,
brought us into the priesthood through His redemption. The whole church must
now be the priesthood. However, this priesthood has also been lost. Therefore,
the recovery of the church life is the recovery of the real priesthood....We must be
recovered into this priesthood, which means that we must be brought back into
the real fellowship with the Lord.

The Lord’s recovery is entirely a matter of the priesthood. We have to be
brought into the presence of the Lord. We must learn how to be possessed and
occupied by the Lord until we are filled, saturated, and permeated with the Lord.
Let us forget about any kind of work. That is not our responsibility—it is His. Our
responsibility is simply to take care of the priesthood.

The record in the Bible clearly shows that none of the work of God was
initiated by man’s thought or activity. All His work has been initiated through the
priesthood. We must forget about the work, activities, movements, methods, forms,
and even the teachings and gifts. Our one unique need is the real priesthood.

We need some time to be on the “housetop,” on the “island of Patmos,” on the
“side of the river,” and in the “wilderness.” This simply means that we need some
time to be separated and shut up unto the Lord so that we may spend not just our
time but have our very life and person in His presence. Then He will occupy us,
and our whole concept will be changed to the heavenly view of the priesthood.

The recovery of the church life is not a movement, work, or activity, but only
the recovery of the priesthood. What the Lord needs is a group of people who are
brought into His presence and even into the Lord Himself until they are one with
Him. Then He will have the freedom to flow out and work out His will for the
fulfillment of His purpose. (CWWL, 1966, pp. 440-441)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 6; The Priesthood
and God’s Building, ch. 1; CWWN, vol. 50, ch. 48, “The Priesthood”; CWWN, vol.

57, Pp- 114-119
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 10:19 Having therefore, brothers, boldness for entering the Holy of Holies
in the blood of Jesus.

11:6 But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who
comes forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him.

Every person gained by God through His redemption should be a priest. God’s
heart’s desire has been entrusted to the priesthood. God’s desire is to be life in
His Son through the Spirit so that we may become gold and precious stones to
be built up together to express His image and represent His authority. All the
details related to God’s desire are realized through the priesthood. God’s desire
in the universe will be accomplished only when He gains the priesthood. (The
Priesthood and God’s Building, p. 149)

Today’s Reading

The prophethood is not as basic for God’s purpose as are the priesthood and
kingship. This is true of the church today. Peter tells us that the spiritual house,
which is the building of God, depends on the priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). This
priesthood is not only the holy priesthood but also the kingly, or royal, priesthood.
(CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” p. 453)

The priesthood is crucial because the enjoyment and expression of God depend
upon the priesthood. Furthermore, the building of God as the dwelling place
of God is the priesthood....All the glorious items in the Bible are related to the
priesthood.

In order for the church to be built up, our spirits must be released and
blended into one, because the building of God is carried out through the saints
being blended into one in the flow of the Spirit, which is the flow of the water of
life. The believers who allow the Spirit of life to flow out from within them are
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priests. In the Old Testament the building of the tabernacle and of the temple,
including its recovery, depended upon the priesthood. Only when there are
persons serving God as priests can the building of God’s dwelling place be carried
out. The Lord Jesus is the Builder of the temple of God. He is building the temple
by bearing the priesthood. He is full of the honor and glory of the priesthood.
The building of the church depends on whether or not the saints will bear the
priesthood before God. Only the priests draw near to God, touch the throne of
God, and allow God to flow through them. The water of life can flow through
them and into other persons. The flowing of the water of life is the only way that
builds up the church of God.

In Christianity only a few believers function as priests. But even these few
believers do not know how to pray and touch the throne of God, nor do they
know how to allow the water of life to flow through them. The situation in
Christianity is very much like the desolate state recorded in the books of Kings
and Chronicles: the temple was closed, the altar was abandoned, and the priests
were improper.

The priesthood upholds the building of the church; without the priesthood, it
is impossible to build up the church. Hence, God is sounding out a call for us to
fulfill the priesthood, just as He called the Levites at the foot of Mount Sinai. Who
is willing to stand on God’s side in order to fellowship with God and allow God to
flow through him by rising up to be a priest of God?

If we are willing to come forward to God, fellowship with God, live before God,
and allow God to flow through us, we will enjoy the riches of Christ and express the
glory of Christ as priests in a full way. In this way we will bear the testimony of the
church, and the building of the church will be realized among us. We need to see
that the Lord’s purpose in the universe will be fulfilled only by a group of people
who enjoy and express Christ in a genuine and full way. Such a group of people,
as God'’s corporate priesthood, will uphold the church, bear the testimony of the
church, and bring in the building of God. (The Priesthood and God'’s Building, pp.
118, 91, 95, 118)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God'’s Building, ch. 8
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of
God in spirit.

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

The spiritual house into which we are being built is God’s building. Eventually,
this building will consummate in the New Jerusalem. In the New Jerusalem there
will not be any clay, for all the clay will have been transformed into precious
stone. This means that the New Jerusalem is built with precious stones. We
are becoming the precious stones that will be built up into the New Jerusalem.
Hallelujah, the building work is now going on! How is this work going on? It is
being carried out by the process of petrification, transformation. This happens
as we daily, even hourly, come to Christ as milk and drink Him in. Then we shall
have the flow, the current, that transforms us from clay into stone for God'’s
building. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 154)

Today’s Reading

[First Peter 2:5] speaks of both a spiritual house and a holy priesthood.
“Spiritual” denotes the qualification of the divine life that lives and grows; “holy,”
the qualification of the divine nature that separates and sanctifies. The house
of God subsists mainly by the divine life; hence, it is spiritual. The priesthood
subsists mainly by the divine nature; hence, it is holy.

The holy priesthood is the spiritual house. In the New Testament two Greek
words are used for priesthood, both of which are translated priesthood. Hierosune,
as in Hebrews 7:12, refers to the priestly office, and hierateuma, as in 1 Peter 2:5, 9,
refers to the assembly of priests, a body of priests. The coordinated body of priests
is the built-up spiritual house. Although Peter did not address his two Epistles to
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the church, nor did he use the term church in stressing the corporate life of the
believers in this verse, he does use the terms spiritual house and holy priesthood
to indicate the church life. It is not the spiritual life in an individualistic way, but
that in a corporate way that can fulfill God’s purpose and satisfy His desire. He
wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body for His service. Peter’s
view concerning the believers’ corporate service in coordination is the same as
Paul’s in Romans 12. This service issues from three vital steps in the spiritual life:
new birth (1 Pet. 1:2), growth in life by being nourished with Christ, and building
up with the believers.

The spiritual house and the holy priesthood are synonymous terms. The
spiritual house is for God’s dwelling, and the holy priesthood is for God’s service.
According to 2:5, the building up of a spiritual house into a holy priesthood is for
a particular function. This function is “to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.” Here we see that Jesus Christ is the channel through
which the spiritual sacrifices are offered to God. Christ channels our offerings to
God, and these offerings are the sacrifices presented to Him. Furthermore, what is
offered to God must be something of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 154-155)

A person may be according to the heart of God and yet be without God, not
having God wrought into him. The fall of David illustrates the fact that even if
we are a person according to God, if we do not have God wrought into us, we
are no better than others....If we realize that God desires to work Himself into
His chosen people and if we realize that this is what we all need, then the goal of
our work will be to minister Christ to others so that the Triune God may build
Himself into their being.

Our work in the recovery today is to minister God to people. Yes, we need
to save sinners and to feed the saints and perfect them. The crucial matter,
however, is that we minister God to others. The God whom we minister is not just
the building God—He is also the builded God. If we fail to minister God in this
way, our work will be wood, grass, and stubble (1 Cor. 3:12). (Life-study of 1 & 2
Samuel, pp. 200-201)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, chs. 11-13
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Eph. 3:16-17 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man, that
Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith...

God’s economy is not that we try to keep the law in the strength of our flesh;
His economy is to work Himself into us. The Triune God has become the processed
God. Through incarnation, Christ came in the flesh to fulfill the law and then to
set it aside. Through His resurrection, Christ has become the life-giving Spirit,
ready to enter into us. Whenever we call on His name out of our appreciation of
Him, He comes into us and becomes the living faith which operates in us and
brings us into an organic union with Him. God’s New Testament economy is for
the processed Triune God to be wrought into us to become our life and our being.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3282-3283)

Today’s Reading

Genesis 2 reveals the tree of life with a river and precious materials of gold,
bdellium, and onyx stone. These materials are for building, for after this, God
built a woman, Eve. This corresponds to the entire Bible. Christ came into us as
the Spirit to be life to us. On the one hand, He is working within us to transform
us into precious stones; on the other hand, He is building with Himself (divinity)
and with us (humanity) to produce a home, a dwelling place. Eventually, this
dwelling place, which is a mutual abode, will issue in the New Jerusalem.

This view of God’s building in the Bible indicates that God’s economy and goal
according to His heart’s desire are just to build Himself into man and to build
man into Him. We have seen that Athanasius said, “He [Christ] was made man
that we might be made God.” This means that as God’s children we are “baby
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gods,” having the life and nature of God but not the Godhead. However, not even
this is God’s goal. God in Christ is within us to build Himself into our being and
to build us into His being. He builds His divinity into our humanity and builds
our humanity into His divinity in order to mingle and blend His divinity with our
humanity into one entity. This is like the meal offering: fine flour mingled with oil
for the satisfaction of both God and man.

Many Christians are still trying merely to have a behaving, a living, and a
being that are according to God’s heart, but they do not have the concept that God
desires to build Himself in Christ into our being. What He is building into us will
be His abode, which will be our abode also. Hence, it becomes a mutual abode.
The New Jerusalem is this mutual abode. On the one hand, the New Jerusalem is
the dwelling place of God; on the other hand, it is also our eternal dwelling place
(Rev. 21:3, 22). For eternity the New Jerusalem will be the fulfillment of the Lord’s
brief word in John 15:4: “Abide in Me and I in you.”

Ephesians 3:17 tells us that Christ is now within us doing the work of building
Himself into us to produce this mutual abode. We often say that Christ is living
in us and working in us....Christ is working in us to build up God’s habitation by
building Himself into us.

This mutual abode is also unveiled in John 14:23: “If anyone loves Me,...My
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.” This
abode will be not only for the Triune God but also for us. What God builds up in
us is both God’s habitation and our habitation.

We need to realize that God will have a habitation not by our doing or working
but by His building. Christ builds the church (Matt. 16:18) by coming into our
spirit and spreading Himself from our spirit into our mind, emotion, and will to
occupy our entire soul. This church will become His habitation and our habitation.
This is what we need, and our burden is to emphasize this one thing. (Life-study
of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 186-187, 168-169)

Further Reading: The Priesthood and God’s Building, ch. 15; The Exercise of
the Spirit and the Building of God, ch. 6
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

2 Sam. 7:12-14 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I
will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth from your body, and
I will establish his kingdom. It is he who will build a house for My name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | will be his Father,
and he will be My son...

We are God’s living, spiritual, organic house (1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:21-
22), and Christ builds God’s house, His church, in an organic way. God in Christ
is within us to build Himself into our being and to build us into His being (3:17;
John 14:23). He builds His divinity into our humanity and builds our humanity
into His divinity in order to mingle and blend His divinity and our humanity into
one entity. Christ came into us as the Spirit to be life to us. He is now building
with Himself (divinity) and with us (humanity) to produce a home, a dwelling
place. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3745)

Today’s Reading

We need to have this realization as we are working for the Lord. It is not
adequate simply to present to others some knowledge concerning God’s economy
and other divine, spiritual, and heavenly things. We need to dispense the Triune
God into others. Through our prayer, fasting, repentance, and confession, the Triune
God can fill us, saturate us, and mingle with us as our source, element, and essence.
Then we can go with Him and work with Him. If we are filled with the Triune God,
when we speak He will flow out and be ministered to others for their nourishment.

Second Samuel 7 is a prophecy predicting that the church will be built up by
God Himself among His people in the New Testament. Christ is the One who
actually builds God'’s house, God’s temple. Christ is also the element in which and
with which the church as God’s house is built. In this chapter God seemed to be
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saying to David, “David, thus far you are still vacant and empty. Do not think that
you should do something to build a house for Me. You need to realize that you
need Me to build Myself into you as the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Then you
will have a house, and that house will also be My house.”

The intrinsic significance of 2 Samuel 7 is that the Triune God is working
Himself in His processed and consummated Trinity into His chosen people.
Therefore, 2 Samuel 7 is a chapter on the Triune God working Himself into us to
make us His home (Christ with the church) and to produce a seed (the all-inclusive
Christ). Here we have a house and a seed. Christ is the house, and Christ is also the
seed. Christ is the element, and Christ is also the issue. Christ is everything.

This Christ is both God’s house and our house. Hence, we and God have a
mutual abode. Christ abides in us, and we abide in Him. He and we, we and He,
are mingled together as one entity. The universe is waiting for this. Romans 8 tells
us that the whole universe is eagerly awaiting the expression of the Triune God
mingled with the tripartite man through His building, which is by Himself, with
Himself, in Himself, and for Himself. This is what we all need, and this is what the
universe needs.

I would ask you to reconsider the work you are doing for the Lord. Perhaps
you have opened up a region or have brought many people to God. But I ask you
this question: How much of Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God has
been wrought into those whom you have brought to God? If we are sincere and
genuine, we will humble ourselves and confess that not very much of the Triune
God has been wrought into the ones we have brought to God. Therefore, we need
to practice one thing—to minister the processed Triune God into others so that He
may build Himself into their inner man. In every aspect of our work—preaching
the gospel, feeding the believers, perfecting the saints—the intrinsic element
must be that we minister the building and builded God to others. | would urge
you to pray that the Lord would teach you to work in this way. (Life-study of 1 & 2
Samuel, pp. 163-164, 201)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 24, 26
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is formed
in you.

Col. 1:28-29 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every
man in all wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ; for
which also | labor, struggling according to His operation which operates in
me in power.

If we build the church with wood, grass, and stubble—with the attainments
that come from our natural background or with the natural way of living—we
will mar the church (1 Cor. 3:17). We should build the church with gold, silver,
and precious stones, signifying respectively God, Christ, and the Spirit. To build
the church with these materials is to build the church with the processed and
consummated Triune God. When we build the church with the processed and
consummated Triune God, it is not actually we who are building. Rather, God is
building through us, using us as a means to dispense and transmit Himself into
people. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, p. 162)

Today’s Reading

The whole church, the Body of Christ, is a mingling of the human frame with
the Triune God as the source, the element, and the essence [Eph. 4:4-6]. On the
one hand, the gifted persons perfect the saints unto the work of the ministry so
that the Body may build up itself in love. On the other hand, the processed and
consummated Triune God as the source, the element, and the essence is building
the church by building Himself into our being.

God is building Himself not in Himself but in man, and not only in man but
also into man. This building is God’s constituting of Himself in Christ into man.
God in Christ is constituting Himself into man, making Himself the element of
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man....This means that a divine element is built into our human element, and
the two elements are mingled with each other. Not only is God’s divine element
constituted into us—the human element is constituted into God. As the divine
element is constituted into our humanity, we become God in life and in nature but
not in the Godhead. As the human element is constituted into God, God becomes
man. This is the building revealed in the New Testament.

Such a revelation should become a principle that governs our understanding
of God and of God’s building. When we talk about the building up of the church
or about the building up of the Body, we need to realize that this building is a
constitution of the divine element into the human element and of the human
element into the divine element. This building, therefore, is a constitution of the
divine element and of the human element into each other. Such a constitution
makes the divine element and the human element one entity. This is the building
of the church, the building of the Body of Christ.

As we work for God today, we should participate in this building. This means
that our work must be part of this mutual constitution. If our work is not related
to this mutual constitution, then in the eyes of God our work is like wood, grass,
and stubble (1 Cor. 3:12). But if our work is a part of this mutual constitution,
God will regard our work as gold, silver, and precious stones, which will
consummate in the New Jerusalem built with gold, pearl, and precious stones
(Rev. 21:2, 11, 18-21).

The processed Triune God is embodied in Christ and realized as the
consummated Spirit. This is the God whom we worship, preach, and minister
to others. Today He is building Himself into His redeemed people in order to
produce a house with Himself as the element and also with something from their
redeemed and uplifted humanity. This house is the church, the Body of Christ.
This house is the enlargement, the expansion, of Christ, the embodiment of the
Triune God realized as the Spirit. As we carry out the God-ordained way in the
four steps of begetting, nourishing, perfecting, and building, our work must be
based upon the processed Triune God, who is building Himself into His chosen
people. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 162-163, 205-206, 201)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 28-30
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WEEK 8 — HYMN

Hymns, #849

1

Holy priests are living stones

For God’s building work today;

If these stones would builded be
All the priests must learn to pray.
To the holiest often come,

In the spirit touch the throne,

Let the Lord flow thru in prayer,
Thus the building work is done.

2

All the saints must serve as priests,
That the living stones they be;
Each must priestly work perform,
Then their functions we will see.
3

Tent and priests of olden times
Always did together go;

When the priests served in the tent,
Into one the two did flow.

4

Now the building spiritual

And the priesthood all are one;
Now the building of the house

By the priestly work is done.

5
In the priests the substance is
Of the building work replete;

When the priests their work discharge,

Then God’s house will be complete.

6

Building God and man in one

Is their work before the Lord;
In this fellowship divine

Saints are built in one accord.

7

When in prayer our spirits blend,
Then together built are we,
Then a priesthood we become,
Off’ring sacrifice to Thee.

8

Grant us grace, O Lord, that we
Treasure dear the priestly call;
In the spirit serve and pray,
That Thy church be built withal.
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