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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
BANNERS

(@ The highest profession on earth is to spend time being infused with God
so that we can glow with God and shine forth God,;

this accomplishes the eternal economy of God to work Himself into man

so that He may have His testimony, His enlarged and expanded expression.

2 Keeping feasts unto God three times a year

typifies the full enjoyment of the Triune God in Christ:

the Feast of Unleavened Bread—the purging away of sinful things
through the enjoyment of Christ as the sinless life supply;

the Feast of Harvest—the enjoyment of the firstfruits

of the Spirit of the resurrected Christ;

and the Feast of Tabernacles—the consummation

of God’s full salvation organically

as the full harvest of our experience of God.

@ The blood of Christ as the blood of the new covenant
ushers God’s people into God Himself

and into the better things of the new covenant,

in which God gives His people a new heart, a new spirit,
His Spirit, the inner law of life, and the ability to know God,;
ultimately, the blood of the new covenant

enables God’s people to serve Him

and leads God’s people into the full enjoyment of God

as their portion both now and for eternity.

@ Under the vision of God in a transparent and clear heaven,

we may receive the heavenly vision

concerning the desire of God’s heart

to have a dwelling place with man on earth,

built according to the pattern shown on the mountain

with Christ as the redeeming life, generating life, and building life.
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Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)

Message 1:
Message 2:
Message 3:
Message 4:
Message 5:
Message 6:
Message 7:

Message 8:
Message 9:

Message 10:

Contents

The Law—the Testimony of God Revealing Him

to His People and the Living Word of God

to Infuse His Substance into His Loving Seekers

The Law—the Engagement Covenant between God and His People
The Word of God Being a Realm of Light

in the Experience of God’s Loving Seekers

The Blessing Received by God’s Loving Seekers

through the Function of the Word of God

Christ as the Slave of God and the Believers as Slaves

of God and Christ Jesus in the Church Life

The Covenanting God and His Covenants (1)

Major Covenants That God Made with Man

The Covenanting God and His Covenants (2)

The Contents of the New Covenant

The Blood of the Covenant

Keeping Feasts unto God Three Times a Year

Typitying the Full Enjoyment of the Triune God in Christ
The Worship of God

Message 11: The Angel of Jehovah

Message 12:

for His People to Take Possession of the Promised Land
The Vision of God in a Transparent and Clear Heaven and
the Heavenly Vision concerning the Desire of God’s Heart
to Have a Dwelling Place with Man on Earth
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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message One

The Law—the Testimony of God
Revealing Him to His People
and the Living Word of God

to Infuse His Substance
into His Loving Seekers

Scripture Reading: Exo. 20:1-17; 34:28; Psa. 19:7; Rom. 7:14; 2 Cor. 3:6; 2
Tim. 3:16; John 5:39-40

Outline
Day 1

I. The law as the testimony of God, the expression of God,

Is the revelation of who God is to His people—EXxo. 16:34;
31:18; 32:15; 40:20; 25:21-22; 38:21; 20:1-17; Psa. 19:7; Gen.
1:26:

A. Alaw is always a revelation of what kind of person has enacted that law.

B. God regards the Ten Commandments, the ten laws, as “the ten words”
(Deut. 4:13; Exo. 34:28; 20:1)—a further indication that the law is
a revelation of God Himself, since the words a person speaks are a
revelation of that person:

2015 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 1
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God is jealous—vv. 4-6; cf. 2 Cor. 11:2.

God is holy—Exo. 20:7-11.

God is loving—wv. 12-15, 6; cf. Rom. 13:8-10; Gal. 5:14.

God is righteous—Exo. 20:5.

God is truthful—v. 16; cf. 1 John 1:5-6.

God is pure—Exo. 20:2-3, 17; cf. Psa. 119:140.

As the word of God and the testimony, the expression, of God, the
law is a type of Christ as God’s Word and God'’s testimony, God’s

expression; Christ describes and expresses God in a full and adequate
way—John 1:1, 18; Rev. 19:13; 1.:5; Col. 1:15.

Day 2

Christ is the reality of the law as the testimony of God; the testimony
of God signifies Christ, the embodiment of God (2:9), as the living
portrait of what God is:

As the law is the ten words of God that reveal God to His people, so Christ
is the Word of God revealing God to us—John 1:1, 14.

We should not try to keep the law from without but let Christ live Himself
out from within so that we may become the testimony of God, the
expansion and enlargement of God’s expression—Rom. 8:4.

. The reality of keeping the law is to live God and express God; such

a living, a living in the eternal economy of God, is the living of a
God-man, a life of continually denying the self and being crucified
to live Christ, who is God’s testimony, by the bountiful supply of
the Spirit of Jesus Christ for the enlarged and expanded expression
of God—Matt. 16:24: Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a; Rom. 8:4.

2015 Summer Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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A

There are two aspects of the law—the aspect of the letter
and the aspect of the Spirit; “the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life”—2 Cor. 3:6; cf. Psa. 119:50:

. If our attitude in coming to the law is to care only for the commandments

in letters, we will have the law in the aspect of the killing letter:

Whether in our experience the law is positive or negative depends on the
condition of our heart in receiving the law—cf. Exo. 19:8-9; 20:18-19.

If in coming to the law we do not seek God in love but rather separate the
law from the living God as the source of life (cf. John 5:39-40), the law,
which was intended to result in life but cannot give life of itself (Gal. 3:21),
will become a condemning and killing element to us.

However, if we take every part of the law—all the commandments,
ordinances, statutes, precepts, and judgments—as the word
breathed out by the God whom we love (2 Tim. 3:16), we will have
the law in the aspect of the life-giving Spirit:

If we love God, humble ourselves, and regard the law as His living word
through which we contact Him and abide in Him, the law will become a
channel through which the divine life and substance are conveyed to us for
our supply and nourishment.

By being infused with God’s substance through the law as God’s word, we
become one with God in life, nature, and expression and spontaneously
live a life that expresses God and corresponds to His law—Rom. 8:4; Phil.
1:21a; John 6:57, 63.

The function of the law has two aspects:

On the negative side, the law exposes man'’s sin (Rom. 3:20; 5:20; 7:7-
8) and subdues sinners before God (3:19); the law also guards God's
chosen people in its custody that they might be conducted to Christ
(Gal. 3:23-24).
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B. On the positive side, as God’s living testimony, the law functions to
minister the living God to His seekers (Psa. 119:2, 88), and as God’s
living word, the law functions to dispense God Himself as life and
light into those who love the law (vv. 25, 116, 130).

Day 3&Day 4

IV. The law is the living word of God to infuse His substance
into His loving seekers to make them His testimony for the
fulfillment of His eternal economy:

A. The law is spiritual, the same in essence, nature, and substance as
God, who is Spirit—Rom. 7:14; John 4:24.

B. The law as God’s ten words is His breath to convey His element into
the ones who receive His words—2 Tim. 3:16:

1. Christ Himself is God’s real and living law, the Word of God, the breath of
God, the expression of God.

2. By pray-reading the Word, we breathe God’s element into us, being
infused with what God is, to cause us to live Christ and become the
living expression of God, His living law, the living portrait of God—Eph.
6:17-18.

V. The highest and most intrinsic function of the law as God'’s
word is to impart God’s substance into us to make us one
with God, the same as God in life, nature, and expression
but not in the Godhead:

A. While Moses was receiving the law from God, he was being infused with
the element of God to cause him to glow with God—Exo. 34:32-35.
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AAMEaE, AR TEMGEERE, LENR Himself, the Law-giver, from within us will keep His own law.
BMEZEmEFr e TOEE,
B A Day 5
AP s AR A— 2 AP 89 F KHF= VI, There are two kinds of people dealing with the law—the
BFEEFOGHNA—HALA =9, KE= loving seekers of God and the letter-keepers of the law—cf.
6, 15~ 16: Gen. 2:9; 2 Cor. 3:6, 15-16:
— EFWARZAVTKE, WAV ZIMEAF A The psalmists were the loving seekers of God, loving the law as the
09 WAL Fa b & 15 09 2 ik testimony of God and as His living word:
1 EM—iF+ A1, £=25 ——5x1, 1. They loved God—Psa. 18:1; 73:25; 116:1.
2 e FEAp—m =1 ~2, @W=4, —H2, 10, 2. They sought God—42:1-2; 43:4; 119:2, 10.
IMEMREIE—C4, \W@W1~7, L+ 1, 3. They dwelt with God—27:4; 84:1-7; 90:1.
4 feABEP AT e R £——X 4, 4. They beheld God’s beauty—27:4.
5 sk APy FF riEA—R =8, L=13~14, 10, 5. They were infused with the riches of God—52:8; 92:13-14, 10.
6 RMETEGHET—=58~9, 6. They enjoyed the riches of life—36:8-9.
7 HAVFE AT OB R, 4T FAY Ay E——— L 57, 7. They were supplied with God to keep His word—119:57.
8 M1 E ZAVEYIEE—14, 72, 127 T, 8. They treasured the law of God—wv. 14, 72, 127.
9 Al B R H E£—103 T, 9. They tasted the sweetness of the law—v. 103.
10 HA 4P 2 H 2k 20 AP 49 15—147 ~ 148 T, 10.They hoped in the word of God and mused upon it—vv. 147-148.
— HEREELREZREFT RGNS P B. Simeon and Anna were also among those who lovingly sought God:
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1. As Simeon and Anna waited for Christ, the Holy Spirit was upon them—
Luke 2:25.

2. They also had the revelation of the Holy Spirit and walked by the Spirit—
VV. 26-27.

3. Dwelling in the temple, they served God with fastings and petitions; thus,
they enjoyed God and received His infusion—v. 37.

4. Because they had been infused with the substance of God, they could live a
life that corresponded to the law as God’s expression.

Day 6

C. The Judaizers, the legal and dogmatic letter-keepers of the law, had a
heart not for God but for the killing letter of the law, seeking the law
apart from God—Matt. 15:8; Gal. 6:12-13.

D. Before he was saved, Saul of Tarsus was zealous for the law (Phil. 3:5-
6); as a Judaizer, he was even a blasphemer of God and a persecutor
of man (1 Tim. 1:13).

VI1I. By being infused with God’s substance through His living
word, we become the true worshippers of God, those who
are according to what God is, who correspond to what God
is, and who reflect what God is for His glory—John 4:24;
5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:18:

A. A true worshipper of God is one who is infused with God and lives
out God, who thereby becomes a person according to what God is and
corresponding to what He is; the living of such a person corresponds to
God’s living and reflects what He is—this is the living testimony of Jesus.
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AP, SFRAEENGNE, MEHEE; X so that we may have the strength of life to live out the law, which
BEEAHREE S E—RE =16, < corresponds to God’s nature and expression—2 Tim. 3:16; Eph. 6:17-
17 ~ 18, ¥\ 4, 18; Rom. 8:4.

# e LR FmagIR i, AR k42 VI The highest profession on earth is to spend time being
XN, AERATE AP R A FFAr BAR E R infused with God so that we can glow with God and shine
X T RAY KT 20, Ka g THERA forth God; this accomplishes the eternal economy of God to
PH, FAFEMGIIE, HAMIRY work Himself into man so that He may have His testimony,
K. T RENZIE—HE=15~18, His enlarged and expanded expression—2 Cor. 3:15-18.
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« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 20:2-3 I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the slave house; you shall have no other gods before Me.

5 You shall not bow down to them, and you shall not serve them; for I, Jehovah
your God, am a jealous God...

12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be extended upon
the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.

God is a Law-giver. In giving the law, He would never legalize crime or sin.
He would not legalize theft or adultery, for He is not that kind of God....A law is
always a revelation of what kind of person has enacted that law.

God regards the Ten Commandments, the ten laws, as ten words. This
expression is a further indication that the law is God’s revelation of Himself,
since the words a person speaks are a revelation of that person. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 592-593)

Today’s Reading

The Ten Commandments...are divided into two groups of five....In the
first group the sacred title “Jehovah your God” is used with respect to each
commandment. But with the second group of five, the name of Jehovah is not
mentioned even once. Hence, the use of the Lord’s name is a determining factor
in reckoning the arrangement of the Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments first reveal God’s jealousy, even His hatred (Rom.
9:13). Jealousy results in hatred. The Bible says not only that God is love but
also that He is jealous. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul refers to the jealousy of God.

The Ten Commandments also reveal that God is holy. The fourth
commandment, which concerns keeping the Sabbath, is related to God’s
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holiness, to His being separate from all things. According to Genesis 2, God
sanctified the seventh day, or made it holy. Thus, the Sabbath as the seventh
day is a sign of God’s holiness, of His separation.

Exodus 20:12 through 14 reveals that God is a God of love. If we do not honor
our parents, it means that we do not love them. Likewise, if we love others, we
shall not steal from them. In Matthew 22:37-40 the Lord Jesus answered His
opposers by implying that the whole law is fulfilled in loving God and man. We
must not only love the Lord with our whole being, but we must also love others
as we love ourselves. In Galatians 5:14 Paul says, “For the whole law is fulfilled
in one word, in this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

The Ten Commandments also reveal that our God is righteous. Because He
is righteous, He will visit those who hate Him for three or four generations [EXxo.
20:5]....He must act in this way in order to indicate that He is righteous.

Exodus 20:16 says, “You shall not testify with false testimony against your
neighbor.” This commandment reveals that God is truthful. To refrain from
bearing false testimony or witness means that we must speak the truth and not
lie. This commandment is concerned with lies that damage others. It indicates
that we must be honest and truthful.

Whereas the first nine commandments are related to outward conduct, the
tenth is related to the sin hidden within us, mainly in our thoughts.

The fact that we are covetous indicates that we are not pure. Only God is
pure, for those who are pure do not covet. We covet because we are impure and
unclean. If our heart, desire, and intention were pure in every way, we would
not be covetous.

The law is a type, a figure, of Christ who speaks God, describes God, and
expresses God. The law is, therefore, a type of Christ as God’s testimony. It is
crucial for us to see that the law is a testimony which reveals God to us. As a
type of Christ, it typifies Christ as God’s testimony, the One who describes God
and expresses Him in a full and adequate way. As the law is the ten words of
God which reveal God to His people, so Christ is the Word of God revealing
God to us. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 594, 597-602)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 51
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is
Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me.

Rom. 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Christ is the reality of the law as the testimony of God. The testimony of God
signifies Christ, the embodiment of God (Col. 2:9), as the living portrait of what
God is. (Psa. 119:2, footnote 1)

The reality of keeping the law is to live God and express God. Such a living,
a living in the eternal economy of God, is the living of a God-man, a life of
continually denying the self and being crucified to live Christ, who is God’s
testimony, by the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ for the enlarged
and expanded expression of God (Matt. 16:24; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:19-21a; Rom.
8:4). (Exo. 20:1, footnote 1)

After the creation of man,...something happened. Satan came in, sin followed
Satan, and man became fallen....God created man in His own image and after
His own likeness (Gen. 1:26) with the intention that man could take in God, live
God, and express God. The main line of God’s economy began with man and was
on the way when something happened. A “car accident” occurred. Therefore, the
law needed to come in alongside the main line of God’s economy. This should
help us to understand Paul’s word in Romans 5:20a....The law was in addition to
the orthodox line of grace in God’s economy. (Life-study of the Psalms, p. 15)

Today’s Reading

There are two aspects of the law—the aspect of the letter and the aspect of
the Spirit. “The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:6). If our attitude
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In coming to the law is to care only for the commandments in letters, we
will have the law in the aspect of the killing letter. However, if we take every
part of the law—all the commandments, ordinances, statutes, precepts, and
judgments—as the word breathed out by the God whom we love, we will have
the law in the aspect of the life-giving Spirit.

The function of the law also has two aspects. On the negative side, the
law exposes man’s sin (Rom. 3:20b; 7:7b) and subdues sinners before God
(3:19). It also guards God’s chosen people in its custody that they might
be conducted to Christ (Gal. 3:23-24). On the positive side, as God’s living
testimony, the law functions to minister the living God to His seekers (Psa.
119:2, 88), and as God’s living word, the law functions to dispense God
Himself as life and light into those who love the law (vv. 25, 116, 130). (Psa.
119:50, footnote 1)

On the positive side the law functions as God’s testimony, revealing God
to His people (see footnote 1 on Exo. 20:1). The law is also God'’s living word
as His breath (2 Tim. 3:16) to infuse His element into His loving seekers (see
footnote 1 on Deut. 8:3). On the negative side, the function of the law is to
expose sin (Rom. 3:20; 5:20; 7:7-8, 13), to subdue sinners (Rom. 3:19), and to
guard God’s chosen people and bring them to Christ (Gal. 3:23-24). Whether
In our experience the law is positive or negative depends on the condition of
our heart in receiving the law. If we love God, humble ourselves, and regard
the law as His living word through which we contact Him and abide in Him,
the law will become a channel through which the divine life and substance
are conveyed to us for our supply and nourishment. Being infused with God’s
substance through the law as God’s word, we will become one with God in life,
nature, and expression and will spontaneously live a life that expresses God
and corresponds to His law (Rom. 8:4; Phil. 1:21a). However, if in coming to
the law we do not seek God in love but rather separate the law from the living
God as the source of life (cf. John 5:39-40), the law, which was intended to
result in life (Rom. 7:10) but cannot give life of itself (Gal. 3:21 and footnote 1),
will become a condemning and killing element to us (Rom. 7:11; 2 Cor. 3:6-7, 9).
(Exo. 19:8, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of the Psalms, msg. 2; Life-study of Exodus,
msg. 63
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am fleshy, sold under sin.

22 For | delight in the law of God according to the inner man.

2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for
conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.

If we realize that the law was given in a positive situation, we shall see that
the law is the living word of God which infuses His substance into His loving
seekers....In Exodus 19 God descended to a particular mountain, where He
could meet with His people. At the very place where God was meeting with His
people and where they were contacting Him in fellowship, the law was given.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 603-604)

Today’s Reading

The fact that Exodus 20:1 says that “God spoke all these words” shows that
the Ten Commandments are God’s words. In 34:28 the commandments are
even called “the ten words” (Heb.). According to 2 Timothy 3:16, all Scripture
is God-breathed. This indicates that the Scriptures are God’s breath. God’s
speaking is His breathing. Whenever God speaks, His breath conveys His
element into the ones who receive His word.

Commandments are requirements that we must keep and fulfill. God’s
words, however, are His breath, for God’s speaking is His breathing. By
speaking, He breathes something out of Himself and into those who hear His
word. The fact that the Ten Commandments are called ten words means that
they are not simply laws for us to obey. These commandments are not just so
many decrees of divine legislation. God did not merely give His people ten laws,
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ten commandments; in fellowship with them He uttered the ten words. If the
commandments were nothing more than laws, God’s people could do nothing
more than try their best to keep them. But since the Ten Commandments are
also God’s words, the very breathing of God, it is possible for those who seek
God in love to receive these words into them as God'’s very breath.

In the light of this, | would ask you to consider Moses’ experience of
spending forty days in communion with God on the mountain. When he came
down from the mountain, he had something more than ten commandments
inscribed on two tablets of stone. He was a man who had been thoroughly
infused with God'’s element. During those days of communion on the mountain
Moses experienced a divine infusion, the infusion of God’s substance into his
very being. However, this matter is not given its rightful place by Christians,
who mainly say that God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and that when
Moses saw the children of Israel worshipping idols, he threw down the tablets
of stone in anger and broke them. The Bible indicates that Moses had received
not only two tablets of stone, but that the very element of God had been infused
into him and caused his face to shine. Although Moses could cast down the two
tablets and break them, he could not get rid of the transfusion he had received
during his time of fellowship with God on the mountain.

In principle, this is also true in our experience with the Lord. Although
we may not be able to keep the commandments, we cannot get rid of what is
transfused into us when we hear God’s words in times of communion with Him.

John 14:21 says, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is
the one who loves Me,” and verse 23 says, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word.”...As far as the basic principle of life is concerned, the Old Testament
and the New Testament are the same. [Although] in ourselves, we are not able
to keep the commandments of God in the Old Testament or of the Lord in the
New,...we can abide in the Lord and experience Him abiding in us that we may
be infused with Him. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 605-607)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 52

2015 Summer Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 6



4'='.1'='.

E&)_\éugll
th=v9 29 “BHFEEERENIEG M, T
Ly 6 B A% TN4eid B O 89 @ R R 3R Ao A e d ),
EHLERT K. 7

35 “UNE P AAE NEGY @R . &
B X AT E LR, FatESIR4 LG
1%, B EMTF. 7

RA& (BH) AP T a4ayiBiE, st et
PE, WAL E, XHEGEER I ANEE,
AL E TG REE FAGIRG, TARELATHE S, 7
REEEINFMZ @A AR GERAILAGIESE,
O—7) .

[ERE

R AE —F P40 X0y, RRMNENE, ¥
B RFUENB|AR R Z MGG FKEEd, KAERFT R
AR EER, RBIKEERTF, RATHFEEGT AR
EA, BMAZEXHEE B TR RZ, ZMZAZA,
FRAMGA, BXF L, KAVZGHEZIL=F 284K
Z, A TEmeERAR, £ERBHiE Ky
Ao BEZR I, KA IZEL KA, kM, H+HAZAE
@k, BHEE. KMNERIHFE, LB R REA
EN, LA AR ARBENGEERIT. ZMAEET
RN ER, TREKMNABTHY A, HRENMEE X
MAERE E, RREPTEANBRMNEZ@G—m, —2APa9 K
RRAEENIEMNE®, WHERKMNEBE T T
WAk, BAVIZIUAE, AR R AL LA, IRE

O ATFEFIIIG-FIRRERMES-EF71

<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 34:29 And when Moses came down from Mount Sinai—and the two
tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand...—Moses did not know that
the skin of his face shone by reason of His speaking with him.

35 The children of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’
face shone. Then Moses would put the veil back on his face until he went in
to speak with Him.

Because Moses had received a marvelous transfusion from God, he could
abide in God, and God could abide in him. As a result of such an infusion and
mutual abiding, Moses could keep God’s commandments, not by his own
efforts, but by the substance of God which had been infused into him. (Life-study
of Exodus, p. 607)

Today’s Reading

The law is not only a list of divine commandments; it is the living word of God
which infuses God’s substance into those who lovingly seek Him. If we consider
the Ten Commandments only as laws and then try to keep them, we are not proper
in our approach to the law. We should not apply the Ten Commandments in this
way. On the contrary, we should be those who love God and seek Him. In this
matter, we should be like Paul in Philippians 3, one who was pursuing Christ out
of love and even running after Him. Out of love for the Lord, we should pursue
Him, contact Him, and abide in His presence, dwelling together with Him. If we
do this, day by day we shall be infused with God. Then automatically we shall
walk according to God’s law. We shall keep the requirements of the law, not by
our own efforts, but with what has been infused into us of the Lord through our
contact with Him. Once we have been thoroughly infused with God’s substance,
He Himself from within us will keep His own law. We should remember that the
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law was given on the mountain of God, the place where God’s people could be
infused with His substance. Thus, we should not regard the law simply as His
commandments but as the word of God and the testimony of God, which not only
express Him, but also infuse His substance into those who seek Him in love.

If we see that the law is God’s word and if we realize that the word of God
Is His breath, then we shall see that the law is God’s expression of Himself.
The law typifies Christ, for He is the One who truly expresses God....The law,
the word, the breath, and God are one. Christ Himself is God’s living law. To
us, Christ is the real law, word of God, expression of God, and breath of God.
We may be regulated by Him and live according to Him. In the heart of God
the law is actually Christ Himself. God does not give us a law that is separate
from Christ. The law He gives is Christ as His expression and His very breath.
Therefore, Christ is our law, the very Christ who is the Word of God, the breath
of God, and the expression of God.

Through His words, God breathes Himself into us, infusing us with His
substance to make us His expression. With the divine substance infused into
us, we automatically live a life that corresponds to what God is.

Christ Himself is the real law, word, breath, and expression of God....We
should regard the Bible as God’s breath. By pray-reading the Word, we breathe
God’s element into us. In this way we are infused with what God is, and
spontaneously we begin to live Christ. Our living will then correspond to what
God is. In this way we become the living expression of God, His living law.

If we pray-read Exodus 20:1-17 adequately, these verses will bring us into
God and will transfuse the substance of God into us. The more we contact God
in this way, the more we shall be saturated with Him. Consequently, we shall
spontaneously live in a way that corresponds to the law of God. Instead of
trying to keep the law, we shall live out the law....The key here is our love for
the Lord and for His word. If we love Him and keep His word, He will come to
us and make His abode with us. How wonderful! The Bible truly is a book of
love. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 607-608, 615-618)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 58
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 42:1-2 As the hart pants after the streams of water, so my soul pants for
You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When will I come
and appear before God?

18:1 I love You, O Jehovah, my strength.

Let us now go on to see how two different kinds of people dealt with the law.
These two kinds of people are the loving seekers of God (Matt. 22:36-38) and
the letter-keepers of the law, the Judaizers. Of those who lovingly sought God,
let us consider the experience of the psalmists in the Old Testament and that of
Simeon and Anna in the New Testament.

According to the book of Psalms, the psalmists loved the law to the
uttermost....If we love the law apart from Christ, we have missed the mark.
However, it is right to love the law as a testimony of God and as a type of Christ.
(Life-study of Exodus, p. 608)

Today’s Reading

The psalmists loved God. Psalm 18:1 says, “I love You, O Jehovah, my
strength.” In 73:25 we have the testimony of one who loved God absolutely:
“Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I
desire on earth.” The writer of this psalm loved God to such an extent that
neither in heaven nor on earth did he have anyone besides God Himself.

The psalmists were also those who sought God....The writer of Psalm 42 was
thirsty for God, seeking Him as a hart panting for water.

In Psalm 27:4 we see the psalmist’s desire to dwell with God: “One thing I
have asked from Jehovah; / that do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah
/ All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire
in His temple.” The psalmist longed to dwell in God’s house all his life. A
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similar desire is expressed in 84:1-7. Those who read these verses are sure to
be impressed by the sweetness of dwelling with God. Psalm 90:1 declares, “O
Lord, You have been our dwelling place / In all generations.” Once again, we
see the psalmist’s desire to dwell with God and even in God. The same desire
is expressed in 91:1, where the psalmist declares, “He who dwells in the secret
place of the Most High / Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.” We see in
these verses something beyond caring for the letter of the law. The psalmist
aspired to dwell in the secret place of God’s presence. Those who have such an
aspiration will certainly be infused with the element of God.

The psalmists also enjoyed the riches of life. Psalm 36:8 and 9 say, “They
are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink
of the river of Your pleasures. / For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your
light we see light.” These verses sound very much like a portion from the New
Testament. In principle, the psalmists enjoyed the Triune God the same as we
do today. To be satisfied with the fatness of God’s house and to drink of the
rivers of His pleasures are to enjoy the Triune God....The psalmists were not
trying to keep the requirements of the law but were seeking after God. In their
pursuit of God, they were infused with Him. Spontaneously they lived not only
according to the law given by God, but also according to God’s nature.

Psalm 119:103 says, “How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter
than honey to my mouth!” This verse indicates that the psalmists tasted the
sweetness of the law. How precious to them was the sweet taste of the word
of God!

Simeon and Anna were also among those who lovingly sought God. As they
waited for Christ, the Holy Spirit was upon them (Luke 2:25). They also had
the revelation of the Holy Spirit (Luke 2:26) and walked by the Spirit (Luke
2:27). Dwelling in the temple, they served God with fastings and prayers (Luke
2:37). They thus enjoyed God and received His infusion. Like the psalmists,
they spontaneously lived the law of God, and their living corresponded to God’s
expression. Because they had been infused with the substance of God, they
could live a life which corresponded to the law as God’s expression. (Life-study
of Exodus, pp. 608-609, 611-613)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 64
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 15:8 This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart stays far away
from Me.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

When the law was in the hand of the psalmists, it was lovable. But when
it was in the hand of the Judaizers, it became something negative. According
to Matthew 15:8, the Judaizers did not have a heart for God. According to
Galatians 6:12-13, they were legal and dogmatic in the letters of the law. How
different they were from the psalmists, who loved God and had a heart for God!
Because the psalmists were living and rich in the experience of God, they were
not legal or dogmatic, as the Judaizers were.

Before he was saved, Saul of Tarsus was zealous for the law (Phil. 3:5-6). As
a Judaizer, he was even a blasphemer of God and a persecutor of man (1 Tim.
1:13). When he was Saul the Judaizer, he did not truly love God. Instead, he was
zealous for the law according to religious tradition. For this reason, when Saul
was converted to Christ, he repudiated the law. Therefore Paul belittled the law
misused by the Judaizers. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 613-614)

Today’s Reading

As we contrast the situation of the loving seekers of God with that of the
letter-keepers of the law, we see that in this matter the principle is the same
both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. If we love the Lord, seek
Him with our whole heart, dwell with Him, and enjoy His riches, His substance
will be infused into us. Spontaneously He Himself will become our living.
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Thus, what is lived out of us will be the expression of God. This kind of living
corresponds to the law of God. As a result, we become true worshippers of
God. True worshippers of God are those who are according to what God is, who
correspond to what God is, and who reflect what God is. To keep the law cannot
make anyone a true worshipper; a true worshipper is one who is infused with
God and lives out God, who thereby becomes a person according to what God
Is and corresponding to what He is. The living of such a person corresponds to
God’s living and reflects what He is. This is the living testimony of Jesus.

The psalmists sought the law with God, whereas the Judaizers pursued the
law utterly apart from God. The situation is the same today in the way different
Christians use the Bible. If we are today’s psalmists, we shall seek the Bible, the
Word of God, out of love for the Lord and for His word. However, it is possible for
students of the Word to read the Bible without truly having a heart for the Lord.
Their intention may be to gain knowledge with which to formulate a systematic
theology. Therefore, students of the Scriptures may become today’s Judaizers.

When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, the Judaizers were not willing to
contact Him in a positive way. They wanted to know the Bible, but they were
seeking the knowledge of the Scriptures apart from Christ [John 5:39-40]....1t
is definitely possible to read the Bible apart from Christ. But if we pray-read the
Word, we shall be in contact with the Lord as we read the Word.

In conclusion,...the law as the word of God is God’s breath for us to
breathe in God, that we may have the strength of life to live out the law, which
corresponds to God’s nature and expression.

After spending forty days on the mountaintop being infused with God,
Moses was shining with God’s light. Notice that God did not ask Moses to do
anything. Rather, He transfused Himself into Moses until Moses began to
shine with Him. This was the reason that when Moses came down from the
mountain, the skin of his face was shining. The highest profession on earth is
to spend time being infused with God that we may shine forth God. This is far
greater than doing anything for God. If we would shine forth God, we need to
spend time with Him, not to do something but to have Him transfused into our
being. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 614-615, 618, 738)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 62
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WEEK 1—HYMN

Hymns, #541
1 4
Not the law of letters, Not religion, even
But the Christ of life Christianity,
God desires to give us, Can fulfill God’s purpose
Saving us from strife; Or economy;

[t is not some doctrine,
But ’tis Christ Himself
Who alone releases
From our sinful self.

2

Any kind of teaching,
Any kind of form,
Cannot quicken spirits
Or our souls transform;
It is Christ as Spirit
Gives us life divine,
Thus thru us to live the
Life of God’s design.

3

Not philosophy nor
Any element

Can to Christ conform us

As His complement;

But 'tis Christ Himself who

All our nature takes
And in resurrection

Us His members makes.

But ’tis Christ within us
As our all in all

Satisfies God’s wishes,
And His plan withal.

5

All the gifts we're given
By the Lord in grace,

All the different functions
Cannot Christ replace.
Only Christ Himself must
Be our all in all!

Only Christ Himself in
All things, great or small!
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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Two

The Law—the Engagement Covenant
between God and His People

Scripture Reading: Exo. 20:1-12; 34:27-29; Isa. 54:5; Jer. 2:2; 31:3, 32; Ezek.
16:8; Hosea 2:19-20

Outline
Day 1

I. The subject of the entire Bible, the content of God’s economy,

and the secret of the entire universe are the divine romance
between God and His chosen and redeemed people:

A. The entire Bible is a divine romance, a record of how God courts His
chosen people and eventually marries them—Gen. 2:21-24; S. S. 1.2-
4; Isa. 54:5; 62:5-7; Jer. 2:2; 3:1, 14; 31:3, 32; Ezek. 16:8; 23:5; Hosea
2:7,19-20; Matt. 9:15; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32; Rev. 19:7-
9; 21:2, 9-10; 22:17.

B. God is a courting God, and the entire Bible is God’s courting word;
because He has courted us, we are in the church life today; if we
would keep God'’s courting word, we need a responsive, affectionate
love for Him—John 21:15-17; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; John 14:21, 23: S. S. 1:1-4;
6:13; 2 Cor. 11:2.
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7

C. When we as God’s people enter into a love relationship with God, we

receive His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam; it is this life that
enables us to become one with God and makes Him one with us—Gen.
2:21-22.

D. We keep the law not by exercising our mind and will (cf. Rom. 7:18-

25) but by loving the Lord as our Husband and thereby partaking of
His life and nature to become one with Him as His enlargement and
expression.

Day 2&Day 3

I1. God’s intention in giving His law to His chosen people was
that they become His lovers—Exo. 20:6; Deut. 6:5; Matt.
22:35-38; Mark 12:28-30:

A. In bringing His people out of Egypt and giving His law to them, God

was courting them, wooing them, and seeking to win their affection.

B. Jeremiah 2:2; 31:32; and Ezekiel 16:8 indicate that the covenant

enacted at the mountain of God through the giving of the law (Exo.
24:7-8; 34:27-28) was an engagement covenant, in which God
betrothed the children of Israel to Himself (cf. 2 Cor. 11:2):

“Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus says Jehovah: / |
remember concerning you the kindness of your youth, / The love of your
bridal days, / When you followed after Me in the wilderness, / In a land
that was not sown”—Jer. 2:2.

“The covenant which I made with their fathers in the day | took them by
their hand to bring them out from the land of Egypt, My covenant which
they broke, although I was their Husband, declares Jehovah”—31:32.

2015 Summer Training - Message 2 Outline - Page 2



3 “EMMRFHZT, FLT MR IFERARDDZ G
B4R, RAREFT RS ARG b, i 2R FAk;
I thAeE Hipsm, (AR, 54), ki
T ZREIARHE” —2515<8

Z UABRETREATRRAR =+ —F =+ =
AR XN F, BAEHBER T FHAY
B R, A R, FEULE R A a4 B

T, REIAREMIT T, L#HAIRA K
ZE WL R R

v AP AR KA B AT, A BAE AT R SRR A
—, A EFHHOLERN—; REELE
B KR e 2 dm, 51342
&, FFHAEMAIE LG FF LS54,

B W, A &

A AR E G AT T, FREAL
ANy R LT 2 PG H
FoAd 49 1T 4
— JERT) R AV Aok B SR 1] 69452
1 AP ARITE E FRGER—=—23, A< 16, AT
— 4, H—4,

2 MR BRICAT T AFESRAVE KM, £ 254
i “¢4” , EwifflRk —F T 459,
3ANKRB ARG LARE, AL EAE A ITHEIE
B OEXBEUEI AP —2%T <8, IR=—
32,

—O—hAFEFIILG -F28E NME-5F337

3. “Then | passed by you and saw you; and then was your time a time of

love. And | spread My skirt over you and covered your nakedness; indeed
I swore unto you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord
Jehovah, and you became Mine”—Ezek. 16:8.

. Both Ezekiel 16:8 and Jeremiah 31:32 use the word covenant, a

word that refers to the law given in Exodus 20; when God gave the
law, He betrothed Israel unto Himself, and Israel became engaged
to Him; this is what Jeremiah 2:2 refers to in saying, “The love of
your bridal days.”

. God’s goal in giving the law was to make His chosen people one with

Him as a wife is one with her husband; the law would then impart
God’s substance into them, usher them into God, and unite them with
God in life and nature.

Day 4 &Day 5

In giving His law to His people, God was seeking lovers,

and the giving of the law was a transaction in which God’s
people became engaged to Him:

. The law was an engagement covenant between God and His people:

. God loves His people with an eternal love—31:3; Gal. 6:16; 1 Thes. 1:4; Eph.

1:4.

. In the first nineteen chapters of Exodus, God was courting, even “dating,”

His people, as indicated by Jeremiah 2:2.

. By means of the law as an engagement paper, God officially betrothed the

children of Israel to Himself in Exodus 20 at the mountain of God—Ezek.
16:8; Jer. 31:32.
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1)

The betrothal of Israel took place at the mountain of God in Exodus
20, and the law was the official paper stating the conditions for this
engagement; the Ten Commandments, especially the first five, gave
the terms of the engagement between God and His people.

The first five commandments were given in an atmosphere of
intimacy, with the expression Jehovah your God uttered intimately
again and again as God lovingly courted His people:

In the first commandment the Lord told His people that they should
not have any other beloved in addition to Him; He must be their unique
Beloved—wv. 1-3.

In the second commandment the Lord did not want His people to make for
themselves an image, an idol, of anything, and as a jealous Husband, He
wanted His people to serve Him and Him alone, telling them that if they
would love Him, He would show lovingkindness to their descendants for
thousands of generations, a time span that will lead into eternity—vv. 4-6.

In the third commandment the Lord, as their Beloved, did not want His
people to use His name in an improper way, but He wanted them to honor
His name and use it lovingly—v. 7.

In the fourth commandment the Lord required His people to keep the
Sabbath as a sign that they belonged to Him alone and that they were
absolutely for Him—vv. 8-11:

Just as a woman wears a ring as a sign of her engagement, the keeping of
the Sabbath day was to be a sign that God’s people were engaged to Him.

The Sabbath is mentioned in relation to the work of building God’s
dwelling place, signifying that as God’s people work with Him and for Him,
they must learn to rest with Him by enjoying Him and being filled with
Him—31:12-17:

Keeping the Sabbath is a sign (v. 17) that God’s people work for God not by
their own strength but by enjoying Him and being one with Him.
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2) It is also an eternal covenant (v. 16) assuring God that we will be one with
Him by first enjoying Him and then working with Him, for Him, and in
oneness with Him.

3) God first worked and then rested; man first rests and then works—Gen. 2:2.

4) The mentioning of the Sabbath in Exodus 31 indicates also that everything
related to the tabernacle and its furniture leads us to God’s Sabbath, with its
rest and refreshment in the enjoyment of what God has purposed and done.

5. In the fifth commandment the Lord wanted His people to remember Him
as their source—20:12.

D. The highest function of the law as an engagement paper, an
engagement covenant, is to bring God’s chosen people into oneness
with Him, as a wife is brought into oneness with her husband (cf.
Gen. 2:24; Rev. 22:17), making them His enlarged and expanded
expression, His testimony (Exo. 25:21-22; 38:21).

E. In order for God and His people to be one, there must be a mutual
love between them—John 14:21, 23:

1. The love between God and His people that is unfolded in the Bible is primarily
like the affectionate love between a man and a woman—Jer. 2:2; 31:3.

2. As God'’s people love God and spend time to fellowship with Him in His
word, God infuses them with His divine element, making them one with
Him as His spouse, the same as He is in life, nature, and expression.

Day 6

IV. Since the law was given as an engagement contract and
the entire Bible is God’s courting word, we should not try
to keep the law apart from loving the Lord and His word
and becoming one with Him—John 21:15-17; 2 Cor. 5:14-15;
John 14:21, 23:

2015 Summer Training - Message 2 Outline - Page 5



— HHEFKMNEZE, ARNFEXMNDZ@E—
W, XA RZ% PR RG RGP
MA—F Z19~20, mm=23~24, H+74,
6, Fv+31, K£48, BE=12~13, ¥ \4.

Z RERMNE I E0E, REKMNHHE A
A AEN, KB THERE G, Rt &
Fe SA 2 R AR

1 BN BEEITHKTEEGRE, AANEZETHR

Bk LE B A A A R L R FIEN,
AT ARG A, TR A L —F— 1 ~ 4,

2 &M 2 E RS AERFIIERAGE, ZPHATR
AN (F) Ffeprag A (ZRFKE) KD
HEMZIEROZ, AAEMmNAGFHE——1
531, =11 531 %33, ~13 51,

3AKRMBFAG R, HREEFEEZIMERMNL K
Wi —K == 37 ~40, HhAT=9, +x22, 2@
+—29, =k 12~13:

a HFABIAS,OMETT R —FEFE, BMNEM; &
Y RMEFE, RAMEA, ML AL EPE T K
;M A e R HAY A —, M5 &AM
A — o

b iX 4, HKAMPTEH G, LA LRBEINE A MIEL,
LA, e R Gk,

4 B EBMEAY, KRN EAPEGE; X EHEFRY
AREANKME®, #AEKRMNBEHEAXA—I+ 2 16:

a BHAMMILL (H75.0) TR, ZA#HILEHERIT
RN ER, RZ, MEMANESE GRBLIEPTIEN,
A R 69 B TR it R iR BB AV Y P 2 — = v9 28 ~
29, MG =18 ~m 6,

—O—hAFEFIIILG -F2KE NE-5F5631

. The truth of God coming into us to do everything for us and in

us is the central concept in the Bible concerning the giving of the
commandments—Rom. 3:19-20; Gal. 3:23-24; Exo. 19:4, 6; Isa. 40:31;
Matt. 5:48; Phil. 2:12-13; Rom. 8:4.

. As long as we love the Lord and His word and as long as we stay with

Him to be infused with Him, He will do in us what we cannot do
ourselves:

. In order to practice the vision of the eternal economy of God, the highest peak of

the divine revelation, we need to spend time to be infused with the Lord as our
Husband, becoming more and more like Him to be His expression—S. S. 1:1-4.

. Our love for the Lord should be that which is expressed in Song of Songs,

where we have a beautiful and touching description of the deep, tender, and
affectionate love between the beloved (the Lord) and the one he loves (His loving
seeker)—1:1 and footnote 1; 3:11 and footnotes 1 through 3; 6:13 and footnote 1.

. We keep the law of God by loving Him as our Husband—Matt. 22:37-40; 1

Cor. 2:9; 16:22; cf. Deut. 11:29; 27:12-13:

. Part of the secret of living Christ is telling the Lord again and again that we

love Him; whenever we tell the Lord that we love Him, He supplies us with
His life, and this life enables us to become one with God and makes Him
one with us.

. Then what we live out will be according to the law as His description,

definition, and expression.

. Because we love God, we also love His living word, which infuses His

substance into us to cause us to glow with Him—Jer. 15:16:

. When Moses was on the top of Mount Horeb (Mount Sinai), he was not

striving or working to fulfill the requirements of the law; rather, he was
being infused with God by God’s speaking with him, and his glowing face
was simply a reflection of what God is—Exo. 34:28-29; cf. 2 Cor. 3:18—4:6.
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 1:2-4 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is better
than wine. Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; Your name is like
ointment poured forth; therefore the virgins love you. Draw me; we will
run after you—the king has brought me into his chambers—we will be glad
and rejoice in you; we will extol your love more than wine. Rightly do they
love you.

The entire Bible is a divine romance. This means that the Bible is a very
romantic book. This is true in particular of Song of Songs....This book is a
portrait of the love relationship between us and Christ. According to Song of
Songs, our relationship with the Lord should be very romantic. If there is no
romance between us and the Lord Jesus, then we are religious Christians, not
romantic Christians. If you wish to know what I mean by romance, | would
encourage you to read and pray-read Song of Songs. Pray-reading this book of
romance will cause you to become romantic with the Lord. You will be beside
yourself with love for Him. The Bible is a divine romance, and our relationship
with the Lord should become more and more romantic. (Life-study of Exodus,
pp. 648-649)

Today’s Reading

As a divine romance, the Bible is a full record of God’s wooing, even of His
“dating,” of man....Two examples are God’s coming to Jacob at Bethel the first
time (Gen. 28:10-22) and also the second time (Gen. 35:9-15). Another example
is God’s coming to Moses at Mount Horeb (Exo. 3:1-17).

As a young man wants to give constant attention to the woman he is
courting, even to the point of bothering her, so the Lord “bothers” us by
courting us....In the New Testament we see that when the Lord Jesus called
His disciples, He was courting them. Again and again, the Lord Jesus bothered
Peter in this courting way....In John 21 the Lord inquired of Peter, “Simon, son
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of John, do you love Me more than these?” (v. 15). Twice more the Lord asked
him, “Do you love Me?” (vv. 16, 17). By asking these questions of Peter, the Lord
Jesus was courting him.

We should not read John 21 apart from John 3. The One who was asking Peter
if he loved Him was the very Bridegroom who came to have the bride. Based
upon the revelation of the Lord Jesus as the Bridegroom in John 3, we see that
His conversation with Peter in chapter 21 was conducted in the way of courtship.

When the Lord asked Peter if he loved Him, He was courting Peter, seeking
his affectionate love. As a whole, the Bible is a word of such divine courtship.

If we would keep God'’s courting word, we need a responsive, affectionate
love for Him. Peter was asked to love the Lord in this way, and Paul was
constrained to love the Lord with such a love (2 Cor. 5:14-15). All believers need
to love the Lord in this way (John 14:21, 23).

When we enter into such a love relationship with the Lord, we receive
His life, just as Eve received the life of Adam. If Eve had not received
Adam’s life, she could not have been one with him [Gen. 2:21-23]....She
and Adam had one life and one nature....According to Ephesians 5, Adam
and Eve depict Christ and the church. Just as Eve came out of Adam
and possessed his life and nature, so the church comes out of Christ and
possesses His life and nature.

Whenever we tell the Lord that we love Him, He supplies us with His life. It is
this life which enables us to become one with God and makes Him one with us.

In the oneness between man and wife we see the proper way to keep
the law. We do not keep the law through the exercise of our mind and will.
We keep it by loving the Lord as our Husband. We all need such a sweet,
intimate, affectionate love between us and the Lord. We should love Him as a
woman loves her husband....We can keep the law of God only by loving Him
and becoming one with Him. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 649, 651-652, 638-
639, 643)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 1
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 2:2 ...Thus says Jehovah: | remember concerning you the kindness of
your youth, the love of your bridal days, when you followed after Me in the
wilderness, in a land that was not sown.

31:32 ...The covenant which I made with their fathers in the day | took them
by their hand to bring them out from the land of Egypt, My covenant which
they broke, although I was their Husband, declares Jehovah.

God'’s law was given in a courting way. By giving His people the law in such a
way, God made known to them what kind of God He is....In the New Testament
as well as in the Old Testament, God is courting man. The commandments in
Exodus 20:1-12 were given not in a legal way but in a courting way. In giving
the law to His people, God wanted them to become His lovers.

According to the Old Testament, God loved Israel with such an affectionate
love. In Jeremiah 31:3 the Lord said to His chosen people, “Indeed | have loved
you with an eternal love, / Therefore | have drawn you with lovingkindness.”
What we have here is not the love between friends, nor the love of a rich person
toward the poor; it is a courting love, a love which leads to engagement and
marriage. Because the Lord had such a love for His people, He “took them by
their hand to bring them out from the land of Egypt” (Jer. 31:32). This is also
the love in Jeremiah 2:2, a verse which speaks of the love of Israel’s bridal days.
Mainly, the love revealed in the Bible is this love in courtship, engagement, and
marriage. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 627-628, 635)

Today’s Reading

In bringing His people out of Egypt and giving His law to them, God was
courting them, wooing them, and seeking to win their affection....Because
He has courted us, we are in the church life today. Not only is our God
the processed God, the Triune God who has passed through incarnation,
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human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension in order to come into
us as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit; He is also the courting God, the God
who comes to us and woos us, seeking to win our affection. This kind of love
was displayed in Exodus 20 when God came to His people and gave His law
to them.

In the Old Testament God came to His people in the way of a suitor courting
a young lady....The law given in Exodus 20 functions as an engagement paper,
an engagement contract.

The entire Bible is a book of engagement. In the Scriptures we have a
record of how God courts His chosen people and eventually marries them. For
eternity, the Triune God as the Husband will enjoy a sweet married life with
His wife, His chosen and redeemed people. New Jerusalem will even be called
the wife of the Lamb (Rev. 21:9).

The old covenant was a covenant in which God espoused His people to
Himself. Both Ezekiel 16:8 and Jeremiah 31:32 refer to this. In Ezekiel 16:8 God
said to His people, “Then | passed by you and saw you; and then was your time
a time of love. And | spread My skirt over you and covered your nakedness;
indeed | swore unto you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the
Lord Jehovah, and you became Mine.” The covenant here is the old covenant
based on the law of God. Ezekiel 16:8 indicates that the time God entered into
this covenant with His people was “the time of love.” This means that God’s
covenant with His people was an engagement covenant, a betrothal. By entering
into such a covenant with His people, God betrothed them to Himself, and He
betrothed Himself to them. Jeremiah 31:32 confirms this: “The covenant which
I made with their fathers in the day | took them by their hand to bring them
out from the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was
their Husband, declares Jehovah.” Notice that here both the words covenant
and husband are used. Once again, we see that in making the old covenant
with the children of Israel, God betrothed Himself to the people and became
their Husband. This proves that the old covenant was an engagement paper, an
engagement contract. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 635-637)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 54
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 16:8 Then | passed by you and saw you; and then was your time a time
of love....Indeed | swore unto you and entered into a covenant with you,
declares the Lord Jehovah, and you became Mine.

Hosea 2:19-20 And | will betroth you to Myself forever; indeed I will betroth
you to Myself in righteousness and justice and in lovingkindness and
compassions; indeed I will betroth you to Myself in faithfulness...

Four prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Hosea—spoke of God as the
Husband of the children of Israel and of God’s people as His spouse, His wife.
Even though these four prophets lived at different times and in different places,
they all had the same concept concerning this matter. To those who are religious,
it may sound very strange, even offensive, to say that God has a wife. Nevertheless,
the Bible clearly speaks of God as a Husband. How can God be a Husband unless
He has a wife? All believers know that God is the Creator, the Redeemer, and the
Savior, but many do not realize that God is also a Husband and that His people are
His wife. God and His people are a wonderful, universal couple. This is revealed
both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament. Addressing the church in
Corinth, Paul says, “I betrothed you to one husband to present you as a pure virgin
to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2). According to the New Testament, the church composed
of all the believers is the wife of Christ. Likewise, Israel in the Old Testament was
espoused to God, betrothed to Him. Jeremiah 2:2 speaks of “the love of your bridal
days.” (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 619-620)

Today’s Reading

In Hosea 2:19 and 20 the Lord uses the word betroth three times. The future
tense indicates that this refers to the second betrothal of God’s people to Him, the
betrothal in which the divorced wife is brought back to the Lord as her Husband.
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This indicates that the old covenant was a matter of espousal, of engagement.

When, where, and how [did] God betroth...Israel unto Himself? We find a
hint in Jeremiah 2:2, where the Lord says, “lI remember concerning you the
kindness of your youth, / The love of your bridal days, / When you followed
after Me in the wilderness, / In a land that was not sown.”

The law is an engagement covenant, an engagement paper. Jeremiah 31:32
indicates this: “Not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the
day | took them by their hand to bring them out from the land of Egypt, My
covenant which they broke, although | was their Husband, declares Jehovah.”
The covenant here is that mentioned in Ezekiel 16:8, made at the mountain of
God, after God had brought the people out of the land of Egypt. Notice that in
Jeremiah 31:32 God speaks of Himself as a Husband taking them by the hand.
This indicates that when God gave the law, He was courting His people. We
have seen that both Ezekiel 16:8 and Jeremiah 31:32 use the word covenant, a
word which refers to the law given in Exodus 20. The law was an engagement
paper, an engagement covenant. When God gave the law, He betrothed Israel
unto Himself, and Israel became engaged to Him. By means of the law as an
engagement paper, God officially betrothed the children of Israel to Himself
and became their Husband, as indicated in Jeremiah 31:32.

We keep the law of God by loving Him. Furthermore, we keep God'’s law by
becoming one with Him. Such oneness is related to the fact that the law was an
engagement paper, a covenant of espousal. God’s goal in giving the law was to
make His chosen people one with Him as a wife is one with her husband. The
law would then impart God’s substance into them, usher them into God, and
unite them with God in life and nature. This union of God with His people in
life and nature is portrayed by the type of Adam and Eve in Genesis 2:18-24.
All this indicates that God’s law can be kept only by those who love God and are
one with Him in life, nature, and expression. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 651,
620-621, 652)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 55
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<« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 31:3 Jehovah appeared to me from afar, saying, Indeed | have loved you
with an eternal love, therefore | have drawn you with lovingkindness.

Exo. 20:2-3 | am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the slave house; you shall have no other gods before Me.

God was seeking lovers when He gave His law to His people in the Old
Testament. God’s intention in giving the law to His chosen people was that
they become those who love Him....Out of a deep love for the people, the Lord
entered into a covenant with them. This covenant was enacted at the mountain
of God, through the giving of the law (Exo. 20:1-12). Have you ever realized that
the giving of the law was a transaction in which God’s people became engaged
to Him? (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 619, 621)

Today’s Reading

In Jeremiah 31:3 the Lord told His people, “Indeed | have loved you with
an eternal love....” Elsewhere we are told that God loved Jacob, but hated Esau
(Rom. 9:13). There seems to be no reason for God’s love for His people; He
just loved them, almost as if He were blinded by love. He continued to love His
people even when they were not faithful to Him. Love blinds people. The best
love is this kind of blind love. If you are not blind, you will not be able to love
properly. If your eyes are open to all the faults of the one you love, you may
want a separation, or even a divorce. But if you love blindly, you will consider
your husband or wife to be the best. In loving His people, God seemed to close
His eyes and to love them blindly. In the matter of love, do not be wiser than
God. Follow Him to love your spouse blindly.

When | was young, | wondered if God had been mistaken in loving Israel.
Even though Jacob was a supplanter, God loved him. God still loves Israel with
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an eternal love, just as He did when He uttered the words of love in Jeremiah
31:3. Many nations may rise up against Israel, but God continues to love His
people with an eternal love.

The betrothal of Israel to God took place at the mountain of God in Exodus
20, and the law was the official paper stating the conditions for this engagement.
The law gave the terms for the engagement between God and His people. The
conditions for God’s engagement with Israel were the Ten Commandments....The
first five commandments were given in an atmosphere of intimacy. Verse 2 says, “I
am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the slave
house.” This is not a word of legality; it is a word of love. Speaking intimately to
His people, the Lord says, “I am Jehovah your God.” The Lord is the One who
was, who is, and who will be forever. As such a One, He brought His people out
of bondage. In verse 3 the Lord continues, “You shall have no other gods before
Me.” Here the Lord is telling the people that they should not have any other
beloved in addition to Him. He must be their unique Beloved. This was the first
condition of the engagement between God and His people. Any man who betroths
a woman to himself should require that she not love any man besides him. He
should insist on being her only beloved one. To be sure, the word about having no
other gods besides the Lord is a commandment. This commandment, however, is
also a loving condition of the engagement of God’s people to Him. If we compare
this commandment to the last five commandments, we shall see that it is spoken
in love as a condition of engagement.

In verse 4 the Lord goes on to say, “You shall not make for yourself an idol,
nor the form of anything that is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
water beneath the earth.” Here we find another condition for this engagement.
God did not want His people to make an image of anything. In like manner,
when a young man becomes engaged to a young lady, he does not want her to
have photographs of any other men. He wants her to have pictures only of him.
Otherwise, he will be offended. The commandment about not having images is
also a condition of engagement. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 626-627, 622-623)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 53
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 20:5 You shall not bow down to them, and you shall not serve them; for I,
Jehovah your God, am a jealous God...

7-8 You shall not take the name of Jehovah your God in vain, for Jehovah will
not hold guiltless him who takes His name in vain. Remember the Sabbath
day so as to sanctify it.

Exodus 20:5 continues, “You shall not bow down to them, and you shall not
serve them; for I, Jehovah your God, am a jealous God.” A jealous Husband,
the Lord wanted His people to serve Him and Him alone. This is also true of
human engagement. Every engaged man is jealous over his fiancée.

In verses 5 and 6 the Lord said that He would visit the iniquity of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of those who hate Him
and show mercy unto a thousand generations of those who love Him and keep
His commandments. This also is a word spoken as God was courting His people,
seeking a people to love Him. From the creation of the world until the time of
Exodus 20, God was alone. In a sense, He was lonely, a “bachelor.” In giving the
law to His people, He was courting them, telling them that if they would love
Him, He would show mercy unto their descendants for a thousand generations,
a time span that will lead into eternity. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 623-624)

Today’s Reading

In Exodus 20:7 the Lord declares this condition of engagement: “You shall not
take the name of Jehovah your God in vain, for Jehovah will not hold guiltless
him who takes His name in vain.” The Lord did not want His people to use His
name in an improper way. As their Beloved, He wanted them to honor His name
and use it lovingly. Likewise, a young man wants the woman engaged to him to
honor his name and speak it in a proper way, full of love and appreciation.
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Verses 8 through 11 say, “Remember the Sabbath day so as to sanctify it.
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath
to Jehovah your God; you shall not do any work....Jehovah blessed the
Sabbath day and sanctified it.” Just as a woman wears a ring as a sign of her
engagement, the keeping of the Sabbath day was to be a sign that God’s people
were engaged to Him. A young man who gives an engagement ring to the one
he loves wants her to wear it as a sign that she is engaged to him. He would be
very displeased if she did not bear such a sign.

In Exodus 20, the Sabbath day was to be the mark of the separation of God’s
people unto Him. As a condition of engagement, He required His people to bear
a sign that they belonged to Him and that they were absolutely for Him. The
Sabbath was a symbol which declared that God’s people belonged to Him alone.

The first five commandments were given in an intimate way as terms of the
engagement of God and His people. Each commandment uses the expression
Jehovah your God, an expression uttered intimately again and again as God
lovingly courted His people. He had been lonely for a long time, and now He
was seeking their love.

The function of an engagement paper is to make the two parties, the man
and the woman, one. In the same principle, the function of the Word of God is
to make us one with God. For God to say that He betrothed Israel unto Himself
means that He has caused His people to become one with Him as a wife is
one with her husband. God’s words cause His spouse to be one with Him. The
highest function of the law is to bring God’s chosen people into oneness with
Him. The Ten Commandments are not simply regulations decreed by God as
the highest authority in the universe. The law is an engagement paper which
brings us to God and makes us one with Him. This is also true of the Bible.
The primary function of the Bible is to bring us to God and make us one with
Him. Because we love God, we also love His word. As His words infuse Himself
into us, we become one with Him in life, nature, and expression. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 624-625, 628-629)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 56-58, 61
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 11:2 For | am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for | betrothed you
to one husband to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Exo. 34:29 And when Moses came down from Mount Sinai—and the two
tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the
mountain—Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone by reason of
His speaking with him.

Keeping the law of God has very much to do with loving Him as a wife loves
her husband. We have pointed out repeatedly that in giving the law God was
wooing His people. Since the law was given as an engagement contract, we
should not try to keep it apart from loving the Lord and being one with Him.

[Thinking] that in the New Testament God has abandoned the law...is
far from the truth. The content of the law along with redemption may be
considered an abstract of the entire Bible. Furthermore, concerning God’s law,
the content of the New Testament is essentially the same as that of the Ten
Commandments. For example, throughout the Bible we are told not to have a
god other than the one true God. God is a jealous God, and we should not have
any god in addition to Him. Paul refers to God’s jealousy in 2 Corinthians 11:2,
where he indicates that we should be a chaste virgin to Christ. The Lord must
be our unique Beloved. This is taught not only in the Ten Commandments, but
throughout the Scriptures. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 653-654)

Today’s Reading

In my experience with the Lord | have learned a particular secret, and |
would like to share it with you. The secret is whenever you find that the Bible
tells you to do a certain thing, do not say, “Lord, I'll do this. I just ask You to
help me do it.” Instead, tell Him that you love Him, but that you are not able
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to fulfill His requirements....We should simply say Amen to the Word of God.
Then the Lord will do in us what we could never do ourselves.

Shall we presume to think that we can do all the Bible says? Certainly not.
Instead, we should stay with the Lord and tell Him again and again that we
love Him and His Word, but that we cannot do what the Bible says. The Lord is
eager to do for us and in us what we cannot do ourselves.

When the law was given, Moses was on the mountaintop being infused with
God....Moses was not striving or working to fulfill the requirements of the law.
He was infused with God and reflected Him. His glowing face was simply a
reflection of what God is....God does not want a people who strive to keep the
law; He wants a glowing people to express His glory.

Moses on the mountaintop received the infusion from without, but we today
can receive a marvelous infusion from within. If we are right with the Lord,
we shall be continually under His infusion. The more we are infused, the more
we glow. Because the Lord lives within us, moving, working, and operating in
us, it is easy for us to be infused with Him and to glow with the divine element
which has been infused into us. As we are infused with the Lord, we shall shine
spontaneously. We shall not work or strive; we shall simply glow.

We in the Lord’s recovery appreciate pray-reading the Word. We do not
want to read the Bible without contacting the Lord in a living way. We must
beware of reading the Bible apart from praying and touching the Lord. If we
contact the Lord in the Word, we shall be one with Him in a practical way in
our experience. Then we shall become His counterpart. By loving the Lord
as our Beloved and becoming one with Him, even becoming His love, His
word will become the life supply to us. The law is the condensation of His
word. Whenever we contact the Lord in a direct, intimate way, becoming one
with Him, His word supplies us with life. By this life we grow, become His
expression, and live in a way which corresponds to what He is. Such a living
corresponds to God'’s law and to His word. This is the proper way to use the law
of God and the Word of God. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 743-744, 757-758, 655)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 62-64
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WEEK 2 —HYMN

Hymns, #1228

1

The Bible is the Word of God,

Its message is but one—

Christ and the church, His holy Bride,

The two becoming one.

Oh, what a miracle that we could be His Bride!
Oh, what a miracle! All else we lay aside

That we may now prepare to meet Him in the air
And ever in our Bridegroom’s love abide.

2

The Father is the mighty God,

His purpose is but one—

To find a Bride for Christ the Lord

And give her to His Son.

3

The Son is Jesus Christ the Lord,

His heart desire’s but one—

To have a loving counterpart,

A Bride He's wooed and won.

4

The Spirit is but Christ Himself,
He is the Lord applied

To generate the men of earth,

Transform them as His Bride.

5

The living Word is Jesus too,
God-breathed as life to us,
That we be wholly sanctified,
A Bride all-glorious.
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2015 Summer Training
Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Three

The Word of God Being a Realm of Light
in the Experience of God's Loving Seekers

Scripture Reading: 1 John 1:5-7; Isa. 50:10-11; Psa. 36:9; 119:130, 105; 19:8b

A.

Outline
Day 1

The function of the Word is the function, or operation, of
God Himself—1 Thes. 2:13; Phil. 2:13.

The divine light is the nature of God's expression; it is the
source of the divine truth—1 John 1:5-6:

Light is God's shining, God's expression; when God is expressed, the
nature of that expression is light—v. 5:

To walk in the divine light is to live, move, act, and have our being in the
divine light, which is God Himself—v. 7.

2. The shining of the divine light makes old things new—2:7-8.

If we are under God's dispensing, we participate in God's nature as light
and are constituted with this element of His nature—1:5; 2 Cor. 4:6.

The divine light is the source of the divine truth—John 1:5, 9; 18:37:

When the divine light shines upon us, it becomes the truth, which is the
divine reality—8:12, 32.
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2 AP Z AR, AP XA F T AATH RN F IR, 2. When the divine light shines, the divine things become real to us.
SHAEXARAEENE KL, MmAELZXWARE, TS 3. Because light is the source of truth, and truth is the issue of light, when we

HEMEAFTIT, BARAFITERE—HT—6~T, walk in the light, we practice the truth—1 John 1:6-7.
) J— Day 2
AFERMEAH K, LEEZFIRA%E 11l Whenever we have no light, we should trust in the name
0%, TNzeKmiTaEX kK x2—  of Jehovah and not kindle a fire and walk into the light of
KA T 10~ 11: this fire—Isa. 50:10-11:

— K, RMRAFERE, TREMRAKRG—I0 F, A. Light comes from God alone, not from man—v. 10.

Z B R ER, RNAAN KRR LA, XK B. Spiritual darkness cannot be removed by human fire, which never
NS J&ﬁ-i/,% ROk, KA A TH R brings in genuine spiritual light; our own fire cannot be the source of
K, RERZBRZAGRR—1 T spiritual light—v. 11:
1T EBRTREEOTHRKRARZNEN;, g Y 1. A Christian cannot advance in the spiritual pathway by his own fire; he
Frie ARty 2, 1A A aé’J/‘ﬂ? should trust in the name of Jehovah and rely on his God.

2 B RO, RANBAN GBI A B AR 2. Spiritual light does not come from our own feelings or thoughts.
IAMMIERAT ZdmiRA, ?/t%;‘/x%‘fé, A AT 3. The more a person searches inwardly for light, the more he will not find
AE, light, because light is not there.

= &M ZA AT 2 Kk REMag X, 751z C. We should not replace God's light with our own light; rather, we

MAPIR B 5K X—H 5 —5, 4\ 12, should always receive light from God—1 John 1:5; John 8:12.

B AEA P, KMNLFLA—1F =59 V. InGod'slight we see light—Psa. 36:9:

— HZMAEfXPFRELL, FH5LERGAL: A Through God's light we see light and the true condition of things:
1B <A TENSE AR LR, $ 1. The first light in Psalm 36:9 is the enlightening light, and the second light

AR FHGEAD denotes the true nature of things.

2 HAVEA ARG AT, TEHEFLEFRGALA—NF 2. We see the true nature of anything only when we are in God's light—1 John
—&5~7: 1:5-7:

a BAVLIRE LA T, T RAFE—ANFF LA a. We must live in God's light before we can be one who sees.
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Only those who live in God's light will see light and the true nature of
things.

If a man is under God's light, he will discern the intrinsic nature of things.

When we are in God's light, we see what God sees; this is seeing light
in God's light—Psa. 36:9.

Day 3

V. God is light (1 John 1:5), and this light is consolidated in

the Word; therefore, the Word of God is the embodiment of
God as the divine light:

A. The Word is the consolidation of the divine light, so whenever we

B.

VI.

A.

come to the Word, we should sense that we are in an atmosphere of
light—Psa. 36:9.

If we come to the Word with a proper attitude, we will be in the light
and under the light and not merely receive light—1 John 1:7.

In the experience of God's loving seekers, the Word of

God is a realm of light—Psa. 36:9:

Because the Word is a realm of light, the opening of God's words gives
light—119:130.

In the Word as a realm of light, God's word is a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path—v. 105.

In the Word as a realm of light, the Word enlightens our eyes—19:8b.
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1.

In the Word as a realm of light, the prophetic word is a lamp shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our
hearts—2 Pet. 1:19.

In the Word as a realm of light, we are constituted with the truth as
the shining of light—John 8:12, 32.

In the Word as a realm of light, we walk in the light as God is in the
light, and we have fellowship with one another—1 John 1:7, 5.

Day 4

In the Word as a realm of light, we become light in the Lord—Eph.
5:8a; John 8:12; Matt. 5:14a.

. In the Word as a realm of light, we walk as children of light and have

the fruit of the light in goodness, righteousness, and truth—Eph.
5:8b-9:

As God is light, so we, the children of God, are children of light—1 John 1:5;
John 1:12-13; 12:36.

The fruit of the light is related to the Triune God:

Goodness denotes God the Father, for the only One who is good is God—
Matt. 19:17.

Righteousness denotes God the Son, for Christ came to accomplish God's
purpose according to God's righteous procedure—Rom. 5:17-18, 21.

Truth denotes God the Spirit, for He is the Spirit of reality—John 14:17; 1
John 5:6¢.

In the Word as a realm of light, we experience the kingdom as the
shining of the reality of the Lord Jesus—Mark 9:1; Matt. 16:28—17:2:

The shining forth of the Lord Jesus on the mountaintop was the coming of
the kingdom—Mark 9:1; Matt. 17:2.

2015 Summer Training - Message 3 Outline - Page 4



2 B ) A 2 ISR A AN S b, H AR E IR
A B A S £ 800 R

R &

KAV E A KM E D P RAMNAZERE
XOTEE, 77 & T RAT K B A 155 AT
O FSY LR =T - o
— &MELHEFLAT, ~MzEAT, RPE2 L
A IR—E AL 15, <7~ 2.
ZBMAEANESIH PRI, BT I0A
H{’J\_}%i:—"— 270
= &MNE B3 AT BTG, me EH —AIEH
e o—y¥% A\ 15:

154 KAVKR B AP E AT, KRAVL MR L AR89,
A2OFRKE, MASV—IR =13, =W 7,

2 ZANEBRIEPIFE R, L IASATHATS P oy 12
ML Ao fL4E—F& N\ 13 ~ 15, KT\ 35,

9 AAVGGIREFLME—, AN T E—
7N 22 ~ 24:

1 H&MEHFUEREAXR L, IBRETAR L, KMNE
RO AE—23 ~ 24 F1,

2 AMNGGIRFEREA—FAT, RAHL2E—, JFH

HANE AL G E—33, 22, %+ — 34~ 36,

A

B AMAZHFER, TiaEEAREMN—F
£+ 10~ 11:

~
—_—
VA

—O—hAFEFIIIL -F3KE NE-5FE537

2.

Vil

A

The kingdom is the Lord Jesus shining over us, and the kingdom is the
spreading of the Lord Jesus by shining over us.

Day 5

. Whether or not the Word is a realm of light to us in
our experience depends on our attitude and condition in
coming to the Word:

We need to humble ourselves, having no confidence in ourselves but
looking to the Lord for mercy—Isa. 57:15; 66:2.

All the chambers of our being should be open to receive the Lord's
shining—Prov. 20:27.

We need to deal with our heart and have a proper heart toward the
Lord—Luke 8:15:

Whenever we come to the Word, we should exercise our heart, seek the
Lord with all our heart, and not have a divided heart—Jer. 29:13; 24:7.

If we would receive light through the Word, we need to deal with the
hindrances and frustrations in our heart—Luke 8:13-15; Matt. 18:35.

Our eye must be single so that our whole body will be full of
light—6:22-24:

If we store up our treasure both in heaven and on earth, our spiritual vision
will be blurred—vv. 23-24.

If we focus our eyes on one thing, our vision will be single, and our whole
body will be full of light—vv. 33, 22; Luke 11:34-36.

Day 6

We should not manufacture light; instead, we should rely on the Lord
to enlighten us—Isa. 50:10-11:
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. If we gird ourselves with self-made light, though we may walk into the light

of our own fire for a while, in the end we will lie down in torment—v. 11b.

. Only God is light, only God is the source of light, and only in the light of

God can we see light—Psa. 36:9.

. We need to be on the third story of the ark, under the skylight, the

unique window, receiving light from the Lord through the ministry of
the age—Gen. 6:16:

. In God's economy and in God's church there is only one window, one

revelation, and one vision.

. We need to serve God according to the vision of the age, which comes

through the ministry of the age.

. If we are pure in heart in seeking God, we will see God, who is light—

Matt. 5:8: 1 John 1:5.
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:5-6 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and
are not practicing the truth.

When we speak of the function of the law as the living word of God, we are
actually speaking of the function or operation of God Himself. The function of
the Word of God is the operation of God.

In themselves the printed letters of the Bible are not light and cannot give us
light. At most, the Bible in letters can give us knowledge. Light comes only from
God Himself. Thus, if we would receive light from the Word of God, we must
contact God as we read it. This indicates that the function of the Word of God is the
function of God Himself, God’s own working. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 678-679)

Today’s Reading

Love as the nature of God’s essence is the source of grace, and light as the
nature of God’s expression is the source of truth. When the divine love appears
to us it becomes grace, and when the divine light shines upon us it becomes
truth. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 300-301)

God is love (1 John 4:8). Love is God’s intrinsic nature. God is also light (1
John 1:5). Light is God’s shining, His expression. Love refers to what God is
intrinsically within Himself, and light refers to God’s expression. (Life-study of
Luke, pp. 497-498)

To walk in the divine light is not merely to dwell in this light; it is to live,
move, act, do things, and have our being in the divine light, the light which is
actually God Himself. When we dwell, live, and have our being in God, we walk
in the divine light, which is the expression of God.
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After any kind of human commandment has been given, it gradually
becomes old. Human commandments are not living. Because these
commandments are not living, they never dawn and they never shine.
But the commandment given by the Lord is His living word. Because His
commandment is His living word, this word shines. When this living word
dawns in the darkness, it dawns with heavenly light. The shining of heavenly
light makes old things new. In particular, it makes the old commandment new,
fresh, and full of light. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 62, 145)

If we are under God’s dispensing, surely we shall participate in God’s nature
as Spirit, love, and light. Then we shall become those who are living in Spirit,
love, and light in the sense that we have been constituted of these elements of
God'’s nature. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 71)

In 1 John 1:5 John says, “...God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” In
verse 7 he speaks a further word concerning light: “But if we walk in the light as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
His Son cleanses us from every sin.” As we have indicated, the divine light is
the nature, the essence, of God’s expression and the source of the divine truth.
(Life-study of 1 John, p. 75)

When the light shines upon us, it becomes the truth. In Romans 8 Paul
encourages us to walk according to the spirit, but in John’s second and third
Epistles, also written in a time of degradation, John speaks of walking in the
truth. (Truth Messages, p. 8)

When the divine light shines, we see all the different truths, and these truths are
realities. But when we do not have the divine light but are rather in darkness, we
have the sense that everything is vanity and emptiness. I would ask you to consider
your experience. When you are in the divine light, you can see the truth, the reality.

Light is the essence of God’s expression. We may say that light is God
expressed. When we walk in this light, truth will come forth, for truth is the
issue of light. Light is the source of truth, and truth is the issue, the outcome,
of light. Therefore, when we abide in the divine light and walk in the light, we
practice the truth. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 62, 71)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msgs. 7, 9-11
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 50:10 Who among you fears Jehovah; who hears the voice of His servant;
who walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of
Jehovah, and rely on his God.

Psa. 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.

God’s children must not be obsessed. Those who are obsessed do not see
the true nature of things....We will consider the way to see the true nature of
things and the way to be saved from obsession. Isaiah 50:10 is not that easy
to understand....[It] means, “Is there anyone among you who fears the Lord
and obeys the voice of His servant?” If someone wants to obey the voice of the
Lord’s servant yet walks in darkness and does not have the light, what should
he do? He should “trust in the name of Jehovah, / And rely on his God.”

Spiritual darkness cannot be removed by human fires. Light comes from
God alone and does not come from man. Man’s fire will never bring about
genuine spiritual sight [v. 11]. (CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 268-269)

Today’s Reading

Our own fire can never be the source of spiritual light. Some Christians have
said, “How can you say that | was wrong? | do not think that | was at all wrong.
I do not feel that | was wrong at all.” You may think that you are not wrong, you
may feel that you are not wrong, and you may believe that you are not wrong, but
are you reliable? Some Christians have said, “lI have considered a certain matter
for a long time. | can say for sure that it should be done this way or that way.”
Can you make judgment just because you have thought a matter over? According
to God’s Word, this is not the way for Christians to know things. You can try your
best to think, but what you come up with is just human fire. A Christian cannot
go on in the spiritual pathway by his own fire. He should trust in the name of the
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Lord and rely upon his God. Only then will he see and only then will he be able to
go on in the spiritual pathway. Many times, the more we think by ourselves, the
more confused and deceived we become. We must see that spiritual light does not
come from our feelings or our thoughts. The more a person searches inwardly for
light, the more he will not find light, because light is not there.

What we consider as sweet may not be sweet, and what we consider as bitter
may not be bitter. What we consider as light may not be light, and what we
consider as darkness may not be darkness. We should not replace God’s light
with our own light; we should receive our light from God.

Let us read Psalm 36:9: “For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your
light we see light.” This shows us that through God’s light, a man sees light
and the true condition of things. “In Your light we see light.” The first light is
the enlightening light, and the second light denotes the true nature of things.
This means that we can only see the true nature of anything when we are in
the light of God. One only sees the true nature of something when he lives in
God'’s light.

Brothers and sisters, it makes a great difference where we live. We must
live in God’s light before we can be one who sees....First John 1:5 says, “God
is light.” All those who know God know the light. We can find God from those
who know the light.

Those who do not have the light may consider some things very good. But
those who have the light will discern the true nature of these things. Only those
who live in God'’s light will see light. Only those who live in God’s light will see
the true nature of things. When a man is under the strong light of the sun, there
is no need for him to use a torchlight. Those who are under God'’s light have
no need of human fire. If a man lives in God’s light, the true nature of things
will be as clear and bright as light itself. If a man is under God’s light, he will
discern the intrinsic nature of things....When we are in God’s light we see what
God sees. This is seeing the light in the light. (CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 269, 271,
269-270)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 257-271; vol. 44, chs. 112, 117-119
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

130 The opening of Your words gives light, imparting understanding to the
simple.

2 Pet. 1:19 And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which you do
well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts.

We praise the Lord that the word spoken by God has been written and
printed....Although the Bible is so available, whether or not we receive blessing
from it depends on our condition....If our heart is proper when we come to
the Word, we shall enter into the realm of light. God is light (1 John 1:5), and
this light is consolidated in the Word. This means that the Word of God is the
embodiment of God as the divine light. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 706-707)

Today’s Reading

Whenever we come to the Word, we come to the light, because the Word is
the embodiment of God, and God is light (1 John 1:5). When you stand under the
light of the sun, you do not need to receive light, for you are already in the light.
Likewise, when we come to the Word with a proper attitude, we have the sense
that we are in the light and under the light and are not merely receiving light.
Then, the whole Bible in our experience becomes a book of light. No matter
where we may be in our reading, we sense that the Bible is a shining light.

As the embodiment of God, the unique light, the Word of God is a shining
light. This light is actually God Himself in the Word. Because the Word is the
condensation of the divine light, we enter into an atmosphere of light whenever
we come to the Word. This is like entering into a lighted room. When we are in
a lighted room, we do not simply receive light, but we are in a realm of light.
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[Psalm 119:130 indicates that] the Word has an opening. This means that
the Bible has an entrance, a gate. According to my experience, the bar to this
gate is not on the inside but on the outside. It is on our side of the gate. This
means that if the gate is closed, we are the ones who have closed it.

In verse 105 the psalmist says a practical word about light: “Your word is a
lamp to my feet / And a light to my path.” This is not a matter of doctrine or
teaching but of experience in the daily life of the psalmist. Step after step in his
daily life, the Word was his light.

Psalm 19:8b says, “The commandment of Jehovah is clear, / Enlightening
the eyes.” This verse indicates that God’s living Word enlightens our eyes. If we
do not sense that we are in light when we come to the Word, this is a sign that
our condition is not right. It is not adequate simply to pray that the Lord will
give us light. We need to humble ourselves, have a thorough dealing with the
Lord, and ask Him to have mercy on us. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 696-698)

[In 2 Peter 1:19] Peter likened the word of prophecy in the Scripture to a
lamp shining in a dark place. This indicates that (1) this age is a dark place in
the dark night (Rom. 13:12), and all the people of this world are moving and
acting in darkness; and (2) the prophetic word of the Scripture, as the shining
lamp to the believers, conveys spiritual light that shines in their darkness (not
merely knowledge in letters for their mental apprehension), guiding them to
enter into a bright day, even to pass through the dark night until the day of the
Lord’s appearing dawns. Before the Lord as the sunlight appears, we need this
word as light to shine over our footsteps. (2 Pet. 1:19, footnote 2)

Light is the source of truth, and truth is the shining of light. If we know only
doctrine and lack the truth, we do not have light. Once doctrine becomes truth
to us, light shines within us, and we have light. To know the Lord’s recovery
in truth implies both doctrine and light, for the doctrines in the Bible convey
truth, and truth is the shining of God as the divine light. (Basic Principles
concerning the Eldership, p. 89)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 59-60
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:8-9 For you were once darkness but are now light in the Lord; walk
as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and
righteousness and truth).

In Ephesians 5:8 Paul says, “For you were once darkness but are now
light in the Lord; walk as children of light.” We were once not only dark,
but darkness itself. Now we are not only the children of light, but light itself
(Matt. 5:14). As light is God, so darkness is the devil. We were darkness
because we were one with the devil. Now we are light because we are one
with God in the Lord.

In this verse Paul exhorts us to “walk as children of light.” As God is light,
so we, the children of God, are also the children of light. Because we are now
light in the Lord, we should walk as children of light. (Life-study of Ephesians,
p. 425)

Today’s Reading

After commanding us to walk as children of light, Paul inserts in Ephesians
5:9 a parenthetical statement regarding the fruit of the light, saying that
“the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth.”
Goodness is the nature of the fruit of the light; righteousness is the way or the
procedure to produce the fruit of the light; and the truth is the reality, the real
expression of the fruit of the light. This expression is God Himself. The fruit of
the light must be good in nature, righteous in procedure, and real in expression
so that God may be expressed as the reality of our daily walk.

It is significant that in speaking of the fruit of the light Paul mentions only three
things: goodness, righteousness, and truth. He does not speak of holiness, kindness,
or humility. The reason he mentions just three things is that the fruit of the light in
goodness, righteousness, and truth is related to the Triune God. Goodness refers to
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the nature of the fruit of light. The Lord Jesus once indicated that the only One who
is good is God Himself (Matt. 19:17). Hence, goodness here denotes God the Father.
God the Father as goodness is the nature of the fruit of the light.

Notice that here Paul speaks not of the work of the light nor of the conduct
of the light, but of the fruit of the light. Fruit is a matter of life with its nature.
The nature of the fruit of the light is God the Father.

We have pointed out that the righteousness denotes the way or the procedure
of the fruit of the light. Righteousness is the procedure by which the fruit of
the light is produced. In the Godhead, the Son, Christ, is our righteousness. He
came to earth to produce certain things according to God’s procedure, which is
always righteous. Righteousness is God’s way, God’s procedure. Christ came to
accomplish God’s purpose according to His righteous procedure. Therefore, the
second aspect of the fruit of the light refers to God the Son.

The truth is the expression of the fruit of the light. This fruit must be real;
that is, it must be the expression of God, the shining of the hidden light. No
doubt, this truth refers to the Spirit of reality, the third of the Triune God.
Therefore, the Father as the goodness, the Son as the righteousness, and the
Spirit as the truth, the reality, are all related to the fruit of the light.

Ephesians 5:9 is the definition of walking as children of light. If we walk as
the children of light, we shall bear the fruit described in verse 9. (Life-study of
Ephesians, pp. 426-427)

The shining forth of the Lord Jesus on the mountaintop was the coming of
the kingdom. This is not merely a dispensation or a sphere. Our vocabulary is
inadequate to describe it. The transfiguration, the shining of the Lord Jesus on
the mountain, was the coming of the kingdom in power! The kingdom is simply
the Lord Jesus shining over you. | hope this sentence will make a deep impression
on you: the kingdom is the shining of the Lord Jesus, and the kingdom is the
spreading of the Lord Jesus by shining over you. (The Kingdom, pp. 24-25)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 50; Life-study of 3 John,
msg. 1
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke 8:13-15 ...Those on the rock...receive the word with joy; yet these have no
root, who believe only for a while, and in time of trial they draw back....That
which fell into the thorns...are utterly choked by anxieties and riches and
pleasures of this life, and do not bring any fruit to maturity. But that which
is in the good earth, these are those who in a noble and good heart hear the
word and hold it fast and bear fruit with endurance.

Whether or not the Bible is shining in our experience depends on our attitude
and condition. If we are humble and ask the Lord for mercy, the Bible will be to
us a book of light. After reading a portion of the Word, you may not have much
understanding, but you have the sense that you are in light. This proves that the
Bible is the divine Word. You do not have the sense that you are in light when
you read a newspaper or magazine. But if you read the Word or pray-read some
verses of the Scriptures with a sincere heart and in an attitude of humility, you
will be conscious of having been brought into light. Whenever we come to the
Word in a proper way, we have the conviction that we have come into the light
and are in a sphere of light. Then spontaneously we receive light, and we become
people who are absolutely in light. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 696)

Today’s Reading

The Bible requires more of us than any other book. The Bible demands that
we humble ourselves and put aside our self-confidence and self-assurance. In
coming to the Word, we need to pray that the Lord will have mercy on us....Let
us learn to pray, “Lord, have mercy on me. | don’t want to be covered by
anything, and | don’t want to have anything between You and me. Lord, grant
that there will be nothing between us.” This should be not only our prayer but
also our attitude toward the Lord. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 693-694)
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To have our spirit regenerated is simple. We confess our sins and receive
the Lord. Then we have the Spirit of God within. To be transformed in our
soul, however, is not easy. It needs the lamp of the Lord to search all the inner
chambers. There are very few who have opened all their inner chambers to
Him. (Life Messages, vol. 2, p. 235)

Another problem with the heart is related to things that cover you, separate
you from the Lord, or frustrate your contact with the Lord. In reading the Word
of God, you may cry out to the Lord and be desperate to receive something from
the Lord. However, there may be hindrances or frustrations within you.

We know from our experience that at times we struggle with the Lord,
perhaps over the issue of consecration. We may not be willing to consecrate
ourselves, to be subdued by the Lord, or to be convinced by Him....Even though
the Lord speaks to us again and again, we still are not willing to be convinced,
because His speaking is contrary to our opinion. We cling to our concept and
Insist on it. Such an insistence is a veil that covers our heart. Do you think that
you can receive help from the Word if your heart is covered in this way?

If we want to receive blessing from the Word of God, we must first deal
with our heart and turn to the Lord absolutely and with our whole heart. We
also need to deal with anything in our heart that is negative or that causes
separation between us and the Lord. If we deal with our heart and with the
negative things between us and the Lord, our condition is likely to be normal.
Then it is very possible that we shall receive help from the Word. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 691-693)

Our two eyes can focus on only one thing at a time. If we endeavor to see two
things at once, our vision will be blurred. If we focus our eyes on one thing, our
vision will be single and our whole body will be full of light. If we store up our
treasure both in heaven and on earth, our spiritual vision will be blurred. For
our vision to be single, we must store up our treasure in one place. (Matt. 6:22,
footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, chs. 13-14; The Pure in Heart, ch. 2
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 50:11 Indeed, all of you who kindle a fire, who surround yourselves with
firebrands, walk into the light of your fire and into the firebrands which you
have lit. You will have this from My hand: you will lie down in torment.

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

The light of God is not controlled by the hand of man but by the hand of
God. It absolutely rests upon the mercy of God.

Some may say that though we cannot control natural light, we can make
light of our own by means of electricity or by burning oil lamps or candles.
However, if we wish to be enlightened in spiritual matters, we cannot do
this. We can only wait for God to shine. If God does not enlighten us, we
definitely should not manufacture light ourselves nor seek light ourselves. (The
Knowledge of Life, p. 210)

Today’s Reading

In the entire Bible, [Isaiah 50:10-11] is the passage which speaks most clearly
concerning the matter of being enlightened. On one hand, it points out to us the
proper way: if we fear God, obey God’s voice, and suddenly fall into darkness
and have no light, we should not do anything but trust in the name of the Lord,
rely upon our God, and wait for the light of God to shine. This is because only
God is light, only God is the source of light, and only in the light of God can we
see light. On the other hand, this verse also warns us that when we have no light
we should not find a way out ourselves by kindling a fire or making our own
light. For if we do not wait for God, but instead gird ourselves about with self-
made light, though we may walk in the light of our own fire for a time, in the end
we shall lie down in sorrow. (The Knowledge of Life, pp. 210-211)
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The only time a person genuinely knows himself is when he knows himself
under God'’s light. If we are not in God’s light, we may sin, but we will not feel
the evil of sin....We may appear spiritual outwardly, but inwardly we will not
know how fleshly we are. When God’s light shines on us, our true condition will
be exposed, and we will see and admit how blind we have been! (CWWN, vol.
36, p. 270)

In the ark there was one window towards the heavens (Gen. 6:16). That was
the skylight. The Hebrew word for window has the same root as the word for
noon. This means that when you are under the window, you are in the noontime.
You are in the sunshine and are full of light. Whether you are in the first, second,
or third story is proved by the degree of light that you have. | have seen a good
number of fervent Christians. In a sense they were on fire, but they were not so
much in the light. | have also met some other dear saints whose presence made
everything clear. | had many good times with Brother Nee. Whenever a person
sat down with him, all of his darkness vanished, and everything became clear.
In his presence it was noontime. What story are you in? The story you are in is
indicated by the amount of light you have. The more light you have, the higher
you are, and the less light you have, the lower you are.

There was only one window in the ark. Today people argue a great deal about
different ministries. | do not care for the number of ministries. There is only
one window and only one light. The apostle Paul said that we must reject the
doctrines different from what he preached and taught (Gal. 1:6-9; Rom. 16:17,
1 Tim. 1:3). In God’s economy and in God’s church there should be only one
window. The light should not come from the north, south, east, or west, but from
the sky. In the building of God, there is only one window, one revelation, and
one vision. The light comes from above. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 405-406)

If we are pure in heart in seeking God, we will see God. Seeing God is a
reward to the pure in heart. This blessing is both for today and for the coming
age. (Matt. 5:8, footnote 2)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, chs. 13-14; Life-study of 1 John, msg. 17
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

Hymns, #803
1 3
0 Word of God incarnate, It floateth like a banner
0 Wisdom from on high, Before God’s host unfurled;

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky,

We praise Thee for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to the footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

2

The Church from her dear Master
Received the gift divine,

And still that light she lifteth
O’er all the earth to shine:

It is the golden treasure

Where gems of truth are stored;
[t is the heaven-drawn picture

Of Christ, the living Word.

It shineth like a beacon

Above the darkling world;

It is the chart and compass
That, o’er life’s surging sea,

’Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guide, O Christ, to Thee.

4

O make Thy Church, dear Savior,
A lampstand of pure gold,

To bear before the nations

Thy light, that all behold;

O teach Thy wandering pilgrims
By this their path to trace,

Till, clouds and darkness ended,

They see Thee face to face.
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T RAVE T RKE A AT EIE W A ATAT 1. Through the function of the Word of God, God’s loving
THAE, T RIEmAEGF—F——I  seekers receive the blessing of light becoming life—Psa.

130 £, 105, 25, 50: 119:130a, 105, 25, 50:
— XBF AR KGRNTGZ, RH5EFER A. A great principle in the Bible is that light and life always go together;
e, AL, £ AENRE, frﬂi E where light is, there is life, and where life is, there is light—36:9; John
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X ,\75«—/\)%/&, P —A%R, RHAK. a. There is only one realm and source of life, and that is light.
bAddhTh; ARAEMGXH, b. Life comes from light; light is the key to life.
c EAVIR—\, KA LS, REA KL A&MNE—@, c. On God'’s side, there is first life and then light; on our side, there is first
AKX, RERAAG—F=ZN9, 4—1, 4~5, light and then life—Psa. 36:9; John 1:1, 4-5; 8:12; 2 Cor. 4:6; Acts 26:13.
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. The Bible reveals that life comes from the shining of light and that the amount

of life is in direct proportion to the amount of light—Gen. 1:3-25; 2 Cor. 4:6.

. In Genesis 1 the first-day light was for generating life, and the fourth-day

lights were for the growth of life; the first-day light is sufficient for our
regeneration, but for our growth in life, we need the fourth-day lights—wv. 3,
14-19; John 3:3; 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 4:16; 5:8-9, 13-14.

. Both the spirit of man and the Spirit of the Lord are lamps, shining and

enlightening our inward parts—Prov. 20:27; Luke 15:8.

5. Where the light shines, there the life supply goes.

. God’s way of transforming us is through enlightening; wherever the light

shines, life is supplied to that place for our transformation—2 Cor. 3:18; 4:6.

Day 2

. The divine light is the divine life in the Son operating in us; this light

shines in the darkness within us, and the darkness cannot overcome it—
Acts 26:18; 1 Pet. 2:9; Col. 1:12-13; John 1:5.

. When we walk in the light, the divine things are real to us, and we see one

reality after another; however, when we are in darkness, nothing is real to
us—1 John 1:7; 2:8.

. The Word of God gives us light, and then it enlivens us, giving us life—

Psa. 119:25, 50, 107, 154:

. Although it is good to have light, the light must penetrate deeper until it

becomes life.

. When light goes deeper, reaching into our spirit, it becomes life, and we

receive the life supply—Mal. 4:2.
Day 3

. As sons of light, we should live in the light, walk in the light, remain in

the light, and be persons altogether in the light—John 12:36; 1 John
1:5,7; 2:8.
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Il. Through the function of the Word of God, God’s loving
seekers receive the blessing of being watered and of
absorbing God—Psa. 1:2-3:

A. God's loving seekers experience the blessing of being watered by the Word:

1. When the Word becomes water in our spirit, we receive its nourishment,
for the food supply is in the water—Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:1-2.

2. If we would be watered by the Word, we must have proper roots and fine
root hairs, which absorb the life supply—Mark 4:5-6, 17; Luke 8:6.

B. God’s loving seekers experience the blessing of absorbing God
through the Word—Col. 2:7a:

1. As believers in Christ, we are living plants rooted in Christ, and now
through our roots we are absorbing the riches of the processed and
consummated Triune God into our being—1 Cor. 3:9; Col. 2:19.

2. If we contact the Lord and spend time in the Word with much prayer, we
will absorb God into us to be the element that causes us to grow.

Day 4

3. If we would absorb God, we need to have tender, new roots; therefore, we
should not let ourselves get old but be fresh, revived, and renewed day by
day—2 Cor. 4:16; Lam. 3:22-23.

I1l. Through the function of the Word of God, God’s loving
seekers receive the blessing of inhaling God—2 Tim. 3:16a;
John 20:22:

A. The Holy Pneuma is the Holy Spirit, or Holy Breath—v. 22:

1. In the Gospel of John there are three wonderful words: Word, flesh, and
breath; the Word is God, the flesh is man, and the breath is the Spirit—i:1,
14; 20:22.
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. As we inhale the Holy Breath, the Spirit supplies us for our experience of

Christ and for our living because He lives—6:57b; 14:19.

. To say that all Scripture is God-breathed is to say that the Bible is the

breath, the breathing out, of God, who is Spirit—2 Tim. 3:16a:

. Because the Bible is the breathing out of God, the Bible has the element of God.
. The Bible is not only the breathing out of God but is God Himself breathed

into His Word.

. God has breathed Himself out in the Word so that we can inhale Him,

breathe Him in, through the Word:
Day 5

. God has breathed Himself out in the Scriptures, and thus our reading of

the Scriptures should be the receiving of God’s breath.

. When God breathes Himself out, He exhales Himself, and when we contact

God through the Word, we inhale God.

. In order to be a man of God with the breath of God, we need to inhale,

to breathe in, God’s word—John 1:1; 20:22: 2 Tim. 3:16a.

IV. Through the function of the Word of God, God’s loving

seekers receive the blessing of enjoying God as their
portion—Psa. 119:57a; 73:26:

A. The highest blessing is the enjoyment of God Himself as our portion—

Num. 6:22-27; 2 Cor. 13:14.

B. When we have God as our portion, we have God Himself as everything

to us.

C. The more we come to the Bible in the proper way, the more the

Author of this book—God Himself—becomes our portion—Psa. 73:26.
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D. God can be our portion because in the Word, by the Word, and
through the Word He is real, present, practical, enjoyable, and
available to us—119:103; 34:8.

Day 6

V. Through the function of the Word of God, God’s loving
seekers receive the blessing of enjoying God’s countenance
and the shining of His face—119:58a, 135a; 80:3; 24.6;
105:4; 2 Cor. 4:6; 3:16, 18:

A. As seekers of God, the psalmists lovingly sought God in a deeply
personal and intimate way, seeking the help of His countenance and
asking for the shining of His face—Psa. 42:5; 80:3.

B. In the blessing in Numbers 6:25-26, we have both the face and the
countenance:

1. The face denotes the presence of a person, and the countenance denotes
the expression of the person.

2. When the processed and consummated Triune God is dispensed into us
through the function of the Word, we have the face of God and also His
countenance—2 Cor. 13:14; 4:6.

C. If we are faithful in contacting the Lord through the Word, we will
experience the shining of His face—v. 6; 3:16, 18:

1. Like Moses, we all, with an unveiled face, should be on the mountaintop
under the shining of the face of God—Exo. 24:15-18; 2 Cor. 3:16.

2. Our desire should be, through the Word, to remain under this pleasant,
delightful shining, staying with God, being infused with God, and glowing
with God—Exo. 34:29; 2 Cor. 3:18.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:3 And God said, Let there be light; and there was light.

John 8:12 ...Jesus spoke to them, saying, | am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light
of life.

There is a line in the whole Bible which continuously speaks of life and light
together. Where light is, there is life. This is a great principle in the Bible. Psalm
36:9 says, “With You is the fountain of life; in Your light we see light.” This also
clearly speaks of the relationship between life and light. Life always follows
light, and only light can bring forth life.

There is only one realm and one source of life, and that is light. Life rests
with light; life also comes from light. (The Knowledge of Life, pp. 204-205)

Today’s Reading

Light brings in life. However, it is also true that life brings light. It is difficult
to say which comes first, life or light. According to the Old Testament, light
comes before life (Gen. 1:3). But according to the New Testament, life precedes
light (John 1:4). Although we may not be able to say accurately which comes
first in our experience, we know that as long as we have the one, we also have
the other. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 707)

When light enters, life follows. Where light is, there life is. The amount of
life is in direct proportion to the amount of light. Genesis chapters 1 and 2 say
that before God began His recovery work, the entire earth was void and dark,
which means that it was filled with death, for darkness is the symbol of death.
Therefore, the first step of God’s work was to command that there be light.
When light came, it destroyed the death which belongs to darkness and began
to bring in life. Thus, life follows light, and life begins from light.
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The first day God commanded the light; then the plant life was brought forth
on the third day. For the plant life, the light of the first day was sufficient. Yet
for higher life, stronger light was required. Therefore, on the fourth day, God
commanded the sun, moon and stars to shine forth. In this way, higher life was
brought in. Not only were there birds, fish, beasts, and all kinds of animal life,
but also the life of man, who was in the image of God. Finally, on the seventh
day, God, who was represented by the tree of life, came forth. God as the
highest light brought in the highest life, which is the life of God. The process of
the appearing of various kinds of life shows us that life always follows light. Life
begins with light, and life proceeds higher as light becomes stronger.

The light of the first day was not concrete; therefore, it brought in the plant
life, the lowest life, a life which is without consciousness. This symbolizes the
shining of light we received within when we were first saved (2 Cor. 4:6). Though
this light brought the life of God into us, yet it only imparted to us a life in the
initial stage, a life which does not have much substance and is without form.

The light of the fourth day was stronger than the light of the first day. It
was more clear and definite, more concrete. Therefore, it brought in higher
life, the animal life. Because the light was more substantial and strong, the
life was also more substantial and high. Light progressed and, following it, life
also progressed. This typifies our experience: as within us we receive stronger,
clearer, more definite, and more concrete shining of light, the life within us also
grows and becomes more defined in form. Thus, Christ is “formed” within us.
(The Knowledge of Life, pp. 202-203)

Both the spirit of man and the Spirit of God are lamps, shining and
enlightening our inward parts. As our spirit shines, the Spirit of God intensifies
the shining sevenfold, until we find we have no place to hide. Where this light
shines, there the life supply goes. Little by little, chamber by chamber, we
are transformed into the Lord’s image. The gold in us takes shape. Christ is
formed in us. For us, to live is Christ. In all of us this shining, supplying, and
transforming is going on, making us the golden lampstand. (Life Messages, vol.
2, p. 236)

Further Reading: The Knowledge of Life, ch. 14; Life-study of Genesis, msg. 5;
Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, Isn. 1
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John 1:5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

1 John 2:8 Yet again a new commandment | am writing to you, which is true in
Him and in you because the darkness is passing away and the true light is
already shining.

[First John 1:5] says that in God there is no darkness at all. As light is the
nature of God in His expression, so darkness is the nature of Satan in his evil
works (3:8). Thank God that He has delivered us out of the satanic darkness
into the divine light (Acts 26:18; 1 Pet. 2:9). The divine light is the divine life
in the Son operating in us. This light shines in the darkness within us, and the
darkness cannot overcome it (John 1:4-5). When we follow this light, we shall
by no means walk in darkness (John 8:12), which according to the context (1
John 1:7-10) is the darkness of sin. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 61)

Today’s Reading

When the divine light shines, we see all the different truths, and these
truths are realities. But when we do not have the divine light but are rather in
darkness, we have the sense that everything is vanity and emptiness. | would
ask you to consider your experience. When you are in the divine light, you can
see the truth, the reality. For example, when you are in the light, God is a reality
to you, and the divine life is also a reality. Furthermore, God’s holiness, love,
and grace are all realities to you. When we walk in the light, we see one reality
after another. However, when we are in darkness, nothing is real to us. On the
contrary, everything is empty, vain. When we are in darkness, we do not have
any reality because we do not see anything. Instead of the sense of reality, we
have the sense of emptiness and vanity. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 62)
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In Psalms 119 and 19 we see at least twenty-six functions of God’s law as His
living word to those who lovingly seek Him. We have already indicated that the
Word of God gives us light. It also gives life (119:25, 50, 107, 154). If you read
Psalm 119 carefully, you will notice that the word enliven is used a number of
times. The Hebrew word rendered “quicken” in the King James Version, like
the Greek word, means “to give life.” The Word of God gives us light; then it
qguickens us, enlivens us, gives us life. Therefore, we live by the living Word;
that is, we live by God Himself.

The loving seekers of God also receive the life supply, the enlivening, the
quickening, through His living Word (119:25, 50). In our spiritual experience
we first have light. But then the light must become life. Life is deeper than light.
Whenever light comes, life should come also. In fact, life is the container of light.
John 1:4 says, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” It is difficult
to determine which comes first, life or light. As a rule, light comes before life.
According to Genesis 1, we first have light, then the various aspects of life.

In our experience it is possible to have light without life. Light is mainly in
the realm of the soul, especially in the sphere of the understanding. Life, to be
sure, is in our spirit. Although it is good to have light, the light must penetrate
deeper until it becomes life.

If our condition is proper or normal when we come to the Word, we have the
sense that we are in the light. Whatever we read in the Bible thus becomes light
to us. Then as we exercise ourselves to pray, we shall spontaneously exercise
our spirit and go deeper into the Word. Through this exercise of spirit in
prayer, the light will enter into our spirit and become life. In our understanding
in the realm of the soul, the Word is light, but when the Word goes deeper, into
our spirit, it becomes life.

Our experience indicates that the life supply does not come before the light.
Light comes first. But whenever through our prayer this light goes deeper,
reaching into our spirit, it becomes life, and we receive the life supply. (Life-
study of Exodus, pp. 686, 698-699)

Further Reading: The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the
Writings of John, ch. 24; The Genuine Ground of Oneness, ch. 2
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s cultivated land, God’s
building.

Col. 2:19 ...Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with
the growth of God.

In the entire universe, light is the key to life. Plants, animals, and men all
need light in order to live. In the Bible, we Christians are called the sons of God
(Gal. 3:26) and the sons of light (John 12:36). As the sons of light, we should
live in the light, walk in the light, remain in the light, and be persons altogether
in the light. When we are in the light, we are in fellowship with our Triune God
(1 John 1:5-7). Then we participate in what He is and enjoy Him. (Life-study of
Isaiah, pp. 253-254)

Today’s Reading

When we are in the spirit, we are very fine, not at all coarse or rough. It is
not possible to be rough and still be in spirit. Everyone who enters into the
spirit becomes a very fine person. If someone is rough, he is surely in the flesh.
If he is somewhat fine, he is in the soul. But if he is very fine, he has entered
into the spirit. The root hairs which absorb the life supply are found only in
our spirit.

Through the root hairs we absorb the life supply, which is food in the form
of water. Even in eating our physical food we need water. We cannot masticate
our food and swallow it without water. In spiritual experience, the food supply
Is in the water. The trees planted by the river receive nourishment from the
water. All the nourishment is contained in the water. The tiny root hairs absorb
the water and thereby absorb the nourishment that is in the water.
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The word of the Bible must enter into our spirit and become the water
containing all the elements of nourishing food. This water is not in our mouth,
nor in our mind, but only in our spirit. The water of the life supply always goes
down to our spirit.

The Spirit of God does not inhabit our mind; He dwells in our spirit. In the
Bible the Word is likened to food, whereas the Spirit is likened to water. The
Word as food may remain in our mind, but in order for it to become the Spirit
as water, it must enter into our spirit. When the Word becomes water in our
spirit, we receive its nourishing elements. Then we have the enlightenment, the
life supply, and the watering. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 701-702)

We see that we are living plants rooted in Christ. Since we are rooted in
Him, we should not allow anything to replace Him. We should simply walk in
Him as the living land and grow by absorbing the riches of the soil into us. In
this way the riches from the soil, who is also the Head, will be ministered into
us. As a result, all the Body will grow with the growth of the Triune God....The
more we walk in Christ, the more we shall absorb the riches of the soil, the rich
supply of the Head. Then, holding the Head, we shall experience the genuine
and proper growth in Christ.

My confidence is in what issues from becoming deeply rooted in Christ
through contacting the Lord and spending time in the Word with much prayer.
When we are rooted in Christ, there is no need for us to make up our minds
about certain things, for spontaneously we shall walk in Him.

Both the growth and the building depend on being rooted. This is why Paul
uses the perfect tense [in Colossians 2:7] to say “having been rooted.” Christ,
the good land, is the portion, the allotment, of the saints. As the good land,
He Himself is the rich, fertile soil. Having been rooted in Him, we must daily
absorb the rich nourishment of Christ into us to be the element that causes us
to grow. All day long tender roots should absorb the riches of Christ as the soil.
The more we absorb these riches, the more we shall be saturated by Christ and
organically replaced by Him. This is to grow and to be built up in Christ. (Life-
study of Colossians, pp. 384, 406, 455)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 47, 51-52
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to
them, Receive the Holy Spirit.

2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for
conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.

If we would absorb the riches of Christ as the soil, we need to have tender,
new roots. Do not let yourself get old, but be fresh and renewed day by day.
Pray to the Lord, “Lord, I want my consecration to be fresh, and | want to open
to You anew. | want my roots to be tender that | may absorb Your riches. Lord,
don’t let my roots get old.” If our roots are tender and new to absorb the riches
of Christ, we shall grow automatically with the riches we assimilate. This is to
enjoy Christ and to experience Him subjectively daily and hourly. (Life-study of
Colossians, p. 487)

Today’s Reading

From experience we know that in order for there to be much spirit in our
reading and teaching of the Bible, we need much prayer. We must be a person
of prayer. In other words, we must be a person who is continually breathing the
Lord, a person who is always inhaling God. Our reading of the Bible should be
a kind of inhaling, and our teaching of the Bible should be a kind of exhaling.
(Teachers’ Training, p. 18)

In the Gospel of John, there are three wonderful words. In the first chapter, the
first verse, we read, “In the beginning was the Word.” So we have the Word. Then
in the same chapter there is another word, flesh. “And the Word became flesh
and tabernacled among us” (v. 14). Then at the end of the book, in chapter 20, we
have breath. Jesus, the resurrected One, breathed on the disciples and told them
to receive the Holy Spirit (v. 22). Spirit in Greek means “breath.” So, here it can
be rendered “breath.” He breathed upon the disciples and told them to receive the
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holy breath. So we have three words: Word, flesh, and breath. The Word was God,
the flesh is man, and the breath is the Spirit....In the beginning was the Word, and
at the end is the breath. And in this breath everything is included.

This is the Gospel of John. This book eventually brings us to the point of
this wonderful Christ being so available, even like the air that we breathe. It is
very easy for Him to get into us, because He is the air. Since He is the breath,
we may simply breathe Him in. Now in this spiritual breath we have God, man,
incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. Everything is included
in this heavenly air. It is wonderful and so all-inclusive. (The Gospel of Life
according to the Gospel of John, pp. 99-100, 103)

To say that all Scripture is God-breathed is to say that the Bible is the breath,
the breathing out, of the very God who is Spirit. God has breathed Himself out,
and this breathing out of God is the Bible. This is what 2 Timothy 3:16 is saying
when it tells us that the Scriptures are God-breathed. (Teachers’ Training, p. 11)

As the Bible is the breathing out of God, it has the element of God. I dare
not say that the Bible is God. However, | dare say that if you touch the spirit in
the Bible, you touch God Himself. This is something we cannot imagine or fully
comprehend with our mind. But it is a reality in our spirit....When you touch
the spirit of the Bible, you touch God Himself. Why is this so? Because the Bible
is the breathing out of God Himself. It is God breathing Himself out through
the words. Therefore, we have to admit that within this breathing there is the
element of God.

The Bible is the breathing out of God. This means that the Bible is not only
the words breathed out by God, but is God Himself breathed out in His word.

Brothers and sisters, the Bible is the breathing out of God. God breathes
Himself out so that we can breathe Him in....The greatest joy or blessing of
being a Christian is to touch and taste God Himself through the God-breathed
word. (On Knowing the Bible, pp. 19-21)

Further Reading: The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer, pp. 7-17, 24-26;
Teachers’ Training, pp. 7-19
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 73:26 My flesh and my heart fail, but God is the rock of my heart and my
portion forever.

119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Sweeter than honey to my
mouth!

According to 2 Timothy 3:16, the Scriptures are God-breathed. This
indicates that the Scriptures are the breathing out of God. God has breathed
Himself out in the Scriptures, and thus our reading of the Scriptures should
be our receiving of God’s breath. When God breathes Himself out, He exhales
Himself. When we read the Scriptures, or when we receive the Scriptures, we
inhale God. (Teachers’ Training, p. 8)

A man of God is one who partakes of God'’s life and nature (John 1:13; 2 Pet.
1:4) and thus becomes one with Him in His life and nature (1 Cor. 6:17) and
thereby expresses Him. This corresponds to the mystery of godliness, which is
God manifest in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). Through the God-breathed Scripture,
the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work [2 Tim.
3:17]. (Life-study of 2 Timothy, p. 51)

Today’s Reading

The highest blessing of all [is] the enjoyment of God Himself as our portion.
In Psalm 119:57 the psalmist declares, “Jehovah is my portion.” When we have
God as our portion, we have not only light, life, water, and all the benefits
these bring us, but we have the very God Himself. Some may think that the
Old Testament saints did not enjoy God as their portion. But the writer of
Psalm 119 says definitely that the Lord was his portion. Because the psalmist
kept God’s word, God could be his portion. It is a very great matter to have
God as our portion.
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By contacting the Word in a proper way, we receive the Lord Himself. We do
not receive light, life, or water as things apart from Him. No, the light, life, and
living water we enjoy are actually God Himself. God is also our salvation, food,
drink, comfort, and protection. Every aspect of the first ten blessings we receive
through the living Word is God Himself.

The declaration in Psalm 119 that the Lord is our portion is extremely
crucial. We can receive light because God is our portion. We can have life and
living water also because He is our portion. All the different blessings come
to us through the Word because the Lord is our portion. As long as we have
Him, we have everything....All the blessings we receive from the living Word
of God bring us to the Lord Himself. The testimony of the psalmist was that
the Lord was his portion because he kept His word. By keeping God’s word, he
participated in God Himself and enjoyed Him. When we keep the Lord’s words,
we also enjoy Him as our portion.

Only of the Bible can it be said that the author of the book is the portion of those
who read it. Many Chinese have studied the writings of Confucius, but Confucius
has not become their portion. Likewise, students do not experience the authors of
their textbooks as their portion. But there is one book—the Word of God—whose
Author eventually becomes our portion. The more we come to the Bible in the right
way, the more the Author of this book, God Himself, becomes our portion.

When the psalmist declared that God was his portion, he was enjoying and
touching something very real. In order for God to be our portion, He must
also be very practical, present, enjoyable, and available. How could something
become our portion if it were not near and available? And how could something
be our portion if it were not enjoyable and practical? For many Jews, Muslims,
and even Christians, God is far away. To them, God is not practical, present,
enjoyable, and available. In their experience, they do not have Him as their
portion. I can testify from personal experience that my God truly has become
my portion. | have never seen Him with my eyes or touched Him with my
hands, but in my inner being I enjoy Him all day long. (Life-study of Exodus,
pp. 707, 709-710, 708)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 60; Life-study of 2 Timothy,
msg. 6
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:25-26 Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

Psa. 105:4 Seek Jehovah and His strength; seek His face continually.

Psalm 119:58 says, “I entreated Your favor with my whole heart.”...To seek
a person’s face is actually to seek his favor. If we entreat the Lord’s face, His
countenance, we shall receive bounty. Often little children will earnestly seek
the face of their mother. To them nothing is more dear than beholding their
mother’s face. We also should seek the Lord in such an intimate way, entreating
His countenance. The Lord’s countenance brings His favor to the seeking one.
For whatever the psalmist needed, he would entreat God’s countenance.

According to Psalm 105:4, we need to seek God’s face continually. Then in
Psalm 42:5 the psalmist praises God “for the salvation of His countenance.” In
a deeply personal and intimate way, the psalmist sought the help of the Lord’s
countenance. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 659)

Today’s Reading

The Old Testament seekers of God...prayed that the Lord’s face would shine
upon them. Psalm 119:135 says, “Cause Your face to shine on Your servant.”
This thought is based upon the second aspect of the priests’ blessing in
Numbers 6:24-26: “Jehovah bless you and keep you; Jehovah make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you; Jehovah lift up His countenance upon
you and give you peace.” No doubt, this threefold blessing refers to the blessing
of the Trinity: the blessing of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. (Life-study of
Exodus, p. 659)

[In Numbers 6:25-26] the face (v. 25) denotes the presence of the person,
and the countenance denotes the expression of the person. To lift up one’s
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countenance upon a person means to confirm, assure, promise, and give
everything to that person. Jesus, the Son, came as the face of God (see footnote
1 onv. 25), and the Holy Spirit comes as the countenance of God (cf. Eph. 4:30).
When the Triune God is dispensed into us, we have the face of the Triune God
and also His countenance. (Num. 6:26, footnote 1)

We should pray, “O Lord, cause Your face to shine upon me. Lord, | long
to enjoy Your shining countenance.” To enjoy the shining of the Lord’s face is
richer and more satisfying than simply experiencing His presence. If you are
faithful in contacting the Lord through the Word, you also will experience the
shining of His countenance. Your desire will be to remain under this pleasant,
delightful shining. Such an experience and enjoyment prove that our God is
real, present, practical, and available. What we have is not merely doctrine but
the genuine enjoyment of Him.

Some say that they find it difficult to believe in God. But because | have
tasted Him and enjoyed so much of Him, I find it even more difficult to deny
that God exists....Only God Himself affords the supreme enjoyment. I do not
have the words to utter how wonderful is the enjoyment of the shining of the
Lord’s countenance.

While the children of Israel were in fear and trembling at the foot of Mount
Sinai, Moses was on the mountaintop enjoying the shining of the Lord’s
countenance. Our situation should be that of Moses on the mountaintop, not that of
the children of Israel at the foot of the mountain. We should be on the mountaintop
under the shining of the face of God. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 711, 687)

Through God’s speaking to Moses during his lengthy stay with God, Moses
was thoroughly infused with God and saturated with Him. As a result, Moses’
face shone. According to Exodus 34, God did not first give Moses the tablets of
the law; rather, He first spent time to infuse Moses with Himself by speaking
to Moses concerning the enjoyment of Himself (cf. 2 Cor. 3:3). Before God
gave the law to Moses, God gave Himself to him. This clearly portrays God’s
intention. (Exo. 34:29, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 56-58
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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Five

Christ as the Slave of God and
the Believers as Slaves of God and Christ Jesus
in the Church Life

Scripture Reading: Exo. 21:1-6; Phil. 2:7-8; Mark 10:45; Luke 22:24-27; Rom.

1:1; James 1:1; Gal. 5:13
Outline
Day 1

I. The spirit of the ordinance in Exodus 21:1-6 is the spirit of a

slave, the spirit of service and of sacrifice—Rom. 1:1; Titus
1:1; Phil. 1:1; James 1:1:

A. A slave does not stand on his own rights; he knows only to serve and

2.

to sacrifice, not to care for his own interests—Matt. 20:28.

. To be a slave is to have the spirit of sacrifice; a slave is always willing

to care for others, to serve them, and to sacrifice himself for them—
Phil. 2:17.

Love is the basis of a slave’s service—Exo. 21:5; 2 Cor. 5:14; 12:15:

Love is the motive and the prerequisite for a slave’s continual service.

The love of a slave is followed by obedience—John 14:31; Phil. 2:8.
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Day 2

Il. The slave in Exodus 21:1-6 is a type of Christ as the Slave

A

of God, who sacrificed Himself to serve God and God’s
people—Matt. 20:28; Eph. 5:2, 25:

The subject of the Gospel of Mark is Christ as the Slave of God, the
Slave-Savior—10:45:

Mark’s purpose is to provide a detailed record to show the beauty of the
Lord Jesus as the Slave of God in His human virtues—5:34; 6:34; 8:23;
10:14-16.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was a Slave who had no rights.

. In His gospel service the Lord Jesus was a Slave not only to God but also to

man—Matt. 20:28; Luke 22:24-27; Phil. 2:7; Acts 3:13.

Mark 10:45 reveals that, as the Slave of God, the Lord Jesus served sinners
even with His life, His soul; by giving His life as a ransom for sinners, the Lord
Jesus accomplished the eternal purpose of God, whom He served as a Slave.

As the Slave of God, the Lord Jesus taught His disciples, at the very time
they were striving to be first, to take the position of a slave—vv. 35-45.

Although the Lord Jesus was equal with God and had the highest rank
in the universe, He became a person on the lowest level of society; He
not only became a man, but emptying Himself and humbling Himself,
He became a Slave—Phil. 2:6-8:

Day 3

Christ’s work in His human living to build up the fashion of a man and
take on the form of a slave was the foundation and background of His
ministry—v. 8a.

. The pattern presented in Philippians 2:5-8 is now the life within us; there

Is an urgent need among us to experience Christ as such a pattern.
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3. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (v. 5); this is the

mind that was in Christ when He emptied Himself, taking the form of a
slave, and humbled Himself, being found in fashion as a man.

. As the Slave of God, the Lord Jesus stood in the position of doing

nothing on His own but acting only according to the word of the
Father—Exo. 21:6; John 5:19, 30, 36; 6:38; 7:16; 8:26; 12:49; 17:4.

. The New Testament reveals the threefold love of the Lord Jesus for

the Father, the church, and the saints—Exo. 21:5; John 14:31; Eph.
5:25, 2; Gal. 2:20.

. As the Slave of God, the Lord Jesus was obedient unto death; His

death on the cross was an act of obedience—John 14:30-31; Phil.
2:8:

. Because the Lord Jesus loved God the Father, He kept the Father’s word

not only as a Son but especially as a Slave—John 5:19; 12:48-50; 17:8, 14.

. The Lord listened to God and did God’s will by keeping His word—4:34;

12:49; Psa. 40:6; Isa. 50:4-5.
Day 4
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III. The apostle Paul followed the Lord Jesus to be a slave—
Rom. 1:1; Titus 1:1; Acts 20:19:

A. Paul was such a slave by the serving and sacrificing life of Christ—
Phil. 2:17.

B. As a slave of Christ and of God, Paul was willing to empty himself,
humble himself, and sacrifice his rank, rights, and privileges—1 Cor.

9:19-23.
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Paul had the spirit of a slave—Rom. 1:1, 9; 2 Cor. 1:12; 2:13; 10:1.

Paul had the love of a slave; he was a person who loved the
church—5:14; 12:14-15; 11:28.

Paul had the obedience of a slave—Acts 9:6; 22:10; 26:19; Phil. 2:8,
12; 2 Cor. 2:9; 7:15; 10:6.

IV. If we would take Christ as our pattern and follow
Paul’s example, we must learn to be slaves and sacrifice

everything for others—Gal. 5:13:
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intentions—Phil. 1:15-17.
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w

Rom. 14:7-8:

In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 Paul speaks of living to the Lord:

To live to the Lord is to take Him as the aim of our living; in everything we
do, Christ should be our unique aim—Rom. 14:7-8.

To live to the Lord means that we are under the leading and constraint
of the Lord to fulfill His demand, satisfy His desire, and accomplish His
purpose—2 Tim. 1:9; 3:10.

To live to ourselves means that we are under our own control and direction
and that we care for our own aims and goals.

To the Lord implies that we are the Lord’s possession, that we already
belong to Him; for the Lord implies that we are still our own and are
according to our pleasure and convenience.

Living for the Lord implies that we and the Lord are still two; living to the
Lord indicates that we are one with the Lord—1 Cor. 6:17.

. Living to the Lord is based upon the fact that we are the Lord’s; we

belong to Him—Rom. 14:7-8:

We need to realize that the Lord bought us with the great price of His
precious blood—1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Pet. 1:18-19.

Now He is our Lord and Master, and we belong to Him.

. All that we have, all that we do, and all that we are, are to Him; everything

is wholly to Him, and now we should live to Him—Rom. 14:7-8.

Day 6
In the church life we all should be slaves—Phil. 1:1; Col.

1:7; 4:7, 125 2 Pet. 1:1:
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. Only those who are willing to be slaves can remain permanently in the

church life—Rom. 12:11.

. The Lord Jesus taught us not to be above others but instead to place

ourselves lower than others and be their slaves—John 13:1-5, 12-15.

. In the church life there is no rank; we are all brothers, and we must all

serve as slaves—James 1:1; Jude 1; Rev. 1:1; 6:11; 10:7; 11:18; 22:3, 6.

. All who believe in Christ, belong to Him, and have His life of service

and sacrifice should take Him as their pattern by learning to be slaves,
loving God, the church, and God’s people; with such a love as our
motivation, we need to be slaves sacrificing and serving—Mark 10:42-
45; Phil. 2:5-8; Gal. 5:13; Eph. 5:2; Rom. 1:1.

. In carrying out God’s New Testament economy, we need to have the

spirit of a slave, the love of a slave, and the obedience of a slave—Phil.
2:5; 1 Cor. 9:19.
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« WEEK S5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 20:28 Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and
to give His life as a ransom for many.

2 Cor. 5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this,
that One died for all, therefore all died.

Keeping the ordinances of the law has much to do with taking the form of
a slave. There is not one nation where all the people are willing to keep the
law. Instead, many try to escape the law and even hire attorneys to help them
do this. Because people are not willing to keep laws, when God gave the Ten
Commandments, He spoke of the people loving Him and said that He would
show mercy to those who love Him (Exo. 20:6). This indicates that we cannot
keep God’s commandments unless we love God. In like manner, there is a
prerequisite to keeping all the detailed ordinances of the law—the willingness
to be a slave. The only one who can fulfill all the ordinances of the law is one
who is willing to be a slave. A slave does not stand on his own rights. He only
knows to serve and to sacrifice, not to care for his own interests. A slave must
always be concerned for others. This slave spirit is the spirit of the ordinances
in Exodus 21 through 23. Those who intend to keep the ordinances described in
these chapters must first become slaves. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 804-805)

Today’s Reading

To be a slave is to have the spirit of sacrifice. A slave is one who does not
stand on his own rights; instead, he is always willing to serve others and
sacrifice himself for them. If everyone in the United States had such a spirit,
life in this country would be heaven on earth. There would be no need for
attorneys, for no one would be fighting for his rights. The reason people fight
with one another is that everyone cares for his own interests and rights. How
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different things would be if all men became slaves sacrificing and serving
instead of fighting for their own interests!

According to Exodus 21:2, a Hebrew slave was to be set free after serving
his master six years. If he obtained a wife and children during his years as
a slave, he was to leave them as the property of his master and “go out by
himself” (v. 4). However, the slave might plainly say, “lI love my master,
my wife, and my children; | will not go out free” (v. 5). Here we see that
continuing as a slave is not a legal requirement; it is a matter of love. Because
the slave loved his master, his wife, and his children, he did not want to go
out free. Instead, he would serve his master forever. Love is the basis of his
continued service.

It is often said that love blinds people. In a very real sense, if we would
love others, we should be blind toward them. Concerning ourselves, however,
we must be a sacrifice. Love requires sacrifice. Without sacrifice, there can
be no love. The Lord Jesus loved us by being a sacrifice for us. Ephesians 5:2
says, “Walk in love, even as Christ also loved us, and gave Himself up for us,
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.” Christ gave
Himself for us, dying a malefactor’s death on the cross. This proves that love
demands sacrifice.

If we have the spirit of a slave and the love of a slave, it will be easy for us
to obey. Love is always followed by obedience. This can be illustrated by the
relationship between parents and their children. In a very real sense, good
parents must sometimes obey their children. Often parents obey their children
more quickly than the children obey the parents. The point here is that love
produces obedience. Only a slave can obey. A good parent is one who has the
love and obedience of a slave. Deep within, a mother who loves her children
is willing to be a slave to them and do anything for them. Why do parents
sometimes obey their children? They obey out of love. Love is the prerequisite
of obedience. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 805, 809, 811-812)

Further Reading: Talks concerning the Church Services—Part 1, ch. 3; The
Importance of Living Christ by Walking according to the Spirit, ch. 6
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Mark 10:44 And whoever wants to be first among you shall be the slave of all.

Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

Many Bible teachers have pointed out that the slave in Exodus 21:1-6 is a
type of the Lord Jesus. I agree. The slave in these verses does typify Christ.
The Lord Jesus lived on earth as a slave. Thus, as the standard of the highest
human living, the Lord in His living fulfilled the requirement of the first
ordinance of the law concerning our relationship with others. (Life-study of
Exodus, p. 806)

Today’s Reading

In Mark’s Gospel are the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning Christ as
the Slave of Jehovah in Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; 49:5-7; 50:4-7; 52:13—53:12 and the
details of the teaching regarding Christ as the Slave of God in Philippians 2:5-
11. His diligence in labor, His need of food and rest (Mark 3:20-21; 6:31), His
anger (3:5), His groaning (7:34), and His affection (10:21) display beautifully
His humanity in its virtue and perfection. His lordship (2:28), His omniscience
(2:8), His miraculous power, and His authority to cast out demons (1:27; 3:15),
to forgive sins (2:7, 10), and to silence the wind and the sea (4:39) manifest
in full His deity in its glory and honor. What a Slave of God! How lovely and
admirable! Such a Slave served sinners as their Slave-Savior, with His life as
their ransom (10:45), for the fulfillment of the eternal purpose of God, whose
Slave He was.

In the Gospel of Mark we have a vivid record of the Lord’s humanity as a
Slave. The last chapters of Mark are especially long and detailed. The reason

2015 Summer Training - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 3



x, BHEAVE L EAEBANME EGAREEE (B Tia5
Aaigsz, LE-O, 7<) .

BAAANEFTE, ABRTHAMNIFIK, FEAibfA
(BE=7, #=13, T+ 45) . # A4 & 1],
A RIS, TAFLG R K, “WAN —EI5EH,
(£ T —WABB A, TIREKAR LA AR, 32X
BN R A BA A

AL +EW+AT, IR, “ATk, FEE
FTANIRE, BREREA, FHLEAEG, S ANE
o 7 XAIEBOGBLE, HRBEAFILZAEAARZHA
F, 7RIS, EE R LS, LEHGR, R
FREA. ek, XEH “Bi” —&, HPEEN
g, WARMAFAGTRIITLEFANGRE (FFHE#R
M, NFNEALR) ,

HEMEZEFTAAZHRST, LM A Ar. APagiE
FBRBAVZH . TNRARABANIA, A EE TPy
ik, AR A TRRABANGIAL, By E %
A B, ML F AN BRI AL, TR,
“ApMP R LR A E, HLERMG I . Ede
ATk, TRESANRE, TREAERFEA, FHLZ4
a, S AN, 7 (k=127 ~28)

EMEHTREA, MMAA? BEZb—F L E AT
W EMELZIANPE A, BRI IKBEZTAT, R
e® g, Mtk —F R A BAERMNGGIH, R
AR, RIESAALTHRA, XIREALET E
BEZ ANGIRER, RmAARZAMEH, BRLERS
RS, EFHPARSOAL, FRAAES T RAKY
BN, SRR EMA—1z, RMURAA, HELm A
iho XHBZTAT, FHERHT, IR BRI
A, LLABlERae, #EL%R2AT (HBXRARAE
ik, NEAERLZN, LZZFEALZZR) .

Bk B AaF AR, AR 5 AR ,
%A Jo

— A

% —F — &

O hAFEFIIIG-FESRERMES-5E41

Is that Mark’s purpose is to provide a detailed record to show the beauty of the
Lord as a Slave in His human virtues. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 7-8, 5)

In His human living Christ took the form of a slave, serving God and men
(Phil. 2:7; Acts 3:13; Mark 10:45). He was a slave not only to God but also to man.
In New Testament usage, the word slave refers to one who has sold himself and
has lost all human rights. When the Lord Jesus was on earth as a man, He was
such a person. He was a slave who had no rights.

In Mark 10:45 the Lord Jesus says, “The Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.” This is a very
strong expression stating that Christ, as the Son of Man in His humanity, is
the Slave of God to serve sinners even with His life, His soul. Furthermore, the
word ransom here indicates that even the Lord’s redemption was His service
rendered to sinners for God’s plan. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
296-297)

If we would keep the divine ordinances, we must be slaves. God’s law
requires this. Those who are not willing to be slaves cannot keep God’s law. As
One who Himself became a slave, the Lord Jesus taught His disciples, at the
very time they were striving to be first, to take the position of a slave. He said to
them, “Whoever wants to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom
for many” (Matt. 20:27-28).

How can we love and be obedient? Help in answering this question is found in
Philippians 2:7 and 8....First the Lord Jesus emptied Himself and then He humbled
Himself. In Philippians 2 Christ is presented to us as our pattern. As a pattern to
the believers, He is a model of a proper human life. This pattern is not of one who
occupies a high position in society; on the contrary, it is the pattern of one who is
a slave. Even though Christ was equal with God and had the highest rank in the
universe, He became a person on the lowest level of society. The very One who was
equal with God not only became a man but became a slave. In this He emptied
Himself and humbled Himself. Those who would follow this pattern must also
empty themselves and humble themselves. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 809, 804)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msgs. 1-2; CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority
and Submission,” ch. 5
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:7-8 But emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming in the
likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross.

It is crucial for us to see that Christ’s work in His human living to build up
the fashion of a man and to take on the form of a slave was the foundation and
background of His ministry. Those who aspire to serve the Lord need to have a
work not by doing but by living. This is a work carried out by one’s daily living.
Those who wish to serve the Lord need to live to build up a work that will be the
solid ground and strong background for their coming service to the Lord. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 685)

Today’s Reading

The pattern presented in Philippians 2:5-8 is now the life within us. This
life is what we call a crucified life. The seven steps of Christ’s humiliation are
all aspects of the crucified life. Although Christ had the expression of deity,
He laid aside this expression. However, He did not lay aside the reality of His
deity. He laid aside the higher form, the form of God, and took on a much
lower form, the form of a slave. In this, He emptied Himself. Surely this is a
mark of a crucified life. Then, after becoming a man and being found in the
appearance of a man, Christ humbled Himself even unto the death of the
cross. This was the crucified life lived out in a full and absolute way.

There is an urgent need among us in the Lord’s recovery today to
experience Christ as our pattern. We desperately need to experience Him
as our crucified life. Such a life stands altogether in contrast to a life of
rivalry and vainglory. In the church life we either take the crucified life as
our pattern or automatically live a life of rivalry and vainglory. There is no
third way.
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Let us now consider verses 5 through 8 in more detail. In verse 5 Paul says, “Let
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” The Greek words translated “let
this mind be in you” can also be rendered “think this in you.” The word this refers
to the considering and regarding in verses 3 and 4. This kind of thinking, mind,
attitude, was also in Christ when He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave,
and humbled Himself, being found in fashion as a man (vv. 7-8). To have such a
mind requires us to be one with Christ in His inward parts (1:8). To experience
Christ, we need to be one with Him to such an extent, that is, in His tender inward
feeling and in His thinking. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 88, 92, 86)

A slave should stand in the position of doing nothing on his own but acting
only according to the word of his master and should have his ear open to
hear the voice of his master (John 5:30; Psa. 40:6; Isa. 50:4-5). (Exo. 21:6,
footnote 2)

The Lord Jesus loves God, the church, and all His people. God is His Master,
the church is His wife, and all His people are His children. The New Testament
reveals this threefold love of the Lord Jesus for the Father, the church, and
the saints. According to John 14:31, the Lord loves the Father; according to
Ephesians 5:25, Christ loves the church; and according to Galatians 2:20 and
Ephesians 5:2, Christ loves all the believers, all the saints. Motivated by such
a love, He was willing to be a slave. Love is the motive and the prerequisite of
being a slave.

In John 14:31 the Lord Jesus said, “But this is so that the world may know
that I love the Father, and as the Father commanded Me, so | do.” Because
the Lord Jesus loved God the Father, He kept the Father’s word not only as a
Son, but especially as a slave. He listened to God and did God'’s will by keeping
His word. It was the will of God that the Lord Jesus die on the cross to redeem
God’s chosen people. The Father gave this commandment to the Lord, and out
of love for the Father the Lord obeyed Him as a slave and went to the cross.
Thus, His death on the cross was an act of obedience. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
810, 807)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 10-11; The Conclusion of
the New Testament, msg. 64
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:1 Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the
gospel of God.

Exo. 21:5-6 But if the servant plainly says, I love my master, my wife, and my
children; I will not go out free; then his master shall bring him to God and
shall bring him to the door or to the doorpost, and his master shall bore his
ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.

The apostle Paul followed the Lord Jesus to be a slave. He opens the book
of Romans with these words: “Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus.” In Titus 1:1 he
refers to himself as “a slave of God.” As a slave of Christ and of God, Paul was
willing to empty himself, humble himself, and sacrifice his rank, rights, and
privileges. There is no question that in this matter he walked in the steps of the
Lord Jesus. The Lord was a slave of God, and Paul also was such a slave by the
serving and sacrificing life of Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 808)

Today’s Reading

If an Israelite saw a donkey belonging to someone who hated him lying
under his burden, he was to render help (Exo. 23:5). If the Israelite had the
spirit, the attitude, of a slave, he would be willing to help in this way. He would
say to himself, “I am a slave serving God my Master. | love my Master, and |
love His people. Even though this Israelite hates me and is an enemy to me, he
is nonetheless one of God’s people. I must fulfill the duty of a slave and take
care of his cattle.”

My burden in this message has been to emphasize three matters: the spirit of
a slave, the love of a slave, and the obedience of a slave. If we have a slave spirit,
a slave love, and a slave obedience, we shall be able to keep the commandments.
At first, this word may sound strange. But if you consider it honestly, you will see
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that it is true in our practical experience. Only a person with the spirit, love, and
obedience of a slave can keep God’s ordinances. In the New Testament economy, as
well as in the Old Testament, there is the need of such a spirit, love, and obedience.

The Bible reveals that as believers in Christ, we are not only God’s creatures
but also God’s sons. In the old creation we are creatures of God; in the new
creation we have become sons of God. However, if we maintain our rank as
creatures and sons, we shall not be able to keep God’s word. To keep His word,
we need to empty ourselves and humble ourselves, laying aside the rank both
of a creature and of a son. Then we shall be slaves with God as our Master.
According to the type in Exodus 21, Christ is the slave, and God is the Master.
If we would take Christ as our pattern, we must learn to be slaves, those who
sacrifice everything for others.

The spirit that pervades all these ordinances is the spirit of service and of
sacrifice. If the Israelites did not have this kind of spirit, there would be no way for
them to keep the ordinances. However, they could keep the ordinances if they were
willing to empty themselves, humble themselves, lower themselves, sacrifice their
rights, and serve others. Then they would live for others and not for themselves.

Exodus 21:6 speaks of the slave being brought to the door or to the doorpost. In
ancient times slaves were to stand by the doorpost waiting for the master’s orders.
Instead of doing anything on their own, they were to act only according to the word
of the master. Today our position as slaves of Christ should also be at the doorpost.
Furthermore, in 21:6 we are told that the master bored his slave’s ear through with
an awl. This indicates that the slave’s ear was opened to listen to the master.

Many Christians are serving God, but they do not stand by the doorpost, and
their ear has not been bored through with an awl. They act on their own, not in
accord with what they hear from the Master. They do many things according
to their own concepts, desires, and intentions. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 808,
812, 808, 805, 810)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the
Spirit,” chs. 2, 8-9; The Vital Groups, msg. 7
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:14-15 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this,
that One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all that those who
live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has
been raised.

[In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15] Paul does not speak of living for the Lord, by
the Lord, or with the Lord; instead, he speaks of living to the Lord. To live to
Christ is to take Him as the aim of our living. In everything we do—at home,
at work, or in the church life—Christ should be our unique aim.

Galatians 2:19 says, “I through law have died to law that I might live to
God.” To live to law means that we are under the law, led by the law, ruled
by the law, and obligated to follow the law. To live to God or to the Lord
means that we are under the leading and constraint of the Lord to fulfill His
demand and to satisfy and accomplish His desire. (Truth Lessons—Level 3,

vol. 3, p. 78)
Today’s Reading

In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 the apostle Paul puts together Christ’s
constraining love with our living to Him, indicating that because we love
Christ, we live to Him, not to ourselves. It is quite meaningful that in verse
15 Paul does not say, “No longer live for themselves but for Him”; rather, he
says, “No longer live to themselves but to Him.” Living to the Lord is deeper
in significance than living for the Lord. Living for the Lord implies that I
and the Lord are still two; living to the Lord indicates that I am one with the
Lord, as the wife is one with the husband in married life.

To live to the Lord means that we are under the Lord’s direction and control
and that we desire to fulfill His requirements, satisfy His desires, and complete
what He intends. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3215-3216)

2015 Summer Training - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 9



EMEBRAATFAIEFNORRE, “HI”
ST HEMNAZGFL, ZMNC2ETH, “HE”

ATHEAMNVE T AT, HBERANGEBLR T2,
EMTRRARARG T XA FKXRBER, BRARY
HRAMEFE, XAFREE, FI78 KMNFTH
R EMC2ET I, THEBEZHEMNOEH, &
BAR A H A HARA H A, FBOAMREAE — AT
ARG AT, ARG TR F A, Amd,
EMERGEE, BMARREBFH, HELEMNE
75 R —
BMEEAETFRMNAIHAZXESE (F+wW8),
M@ E, BAKRMNETH. KAVEZAE, &AM
RINEZRGEMPITEN (FRFT> 19 ~ 20, KaT—
18 ~19) . 4wbh 2 XM TAEA, KAVE TH
BAVG A, @i A, KAVGITE, £ @i mAE;
MR, RaMmit; — T LaE#. KRINK
FEERAMARELGE, BAXMNCEE TH. &
{Z/E B A T R EMPTE, MARIZAE EF9 A
R AEMERAFETRATH, “WELAL, &I
WEEWGA, NFEACE, HERgiaiemn i
FE, T BEOARRGATE; BAEWEREME K
1, W&MNaiE, TOACE. MALFELRAK
MEATHAHR, HKilFEEZT, RASATHH
WA B AT I AATE, L2 GATE, AR
TARMAEFN B AR, 12E~A —MS, HA® I
FVAOTEER, NS REZZT, £E09455].
HRAE BT AT —I0, #AZZTREMN
T EMBEE, MR AZIHFOA, T ATE, 77
mid (AERAEAZGE=, L=Z=ZALWR) .
ik MRS ERPAEAMEE, BT, =T =
WtwEzEwW+ A&,

O hAFEFIILG-FSERMES-5EF101

We must understand the difference between living for Christ and living to
Christ. To Christ implies that we are the Lord’s possession, that we already
belong to Him. For Christ implies that we are still our own and are according
to our pleasure and convenience. We may be active and aggressive for the Lord
in a natural way, doing things for the Lord by our natural aggressiveness. This
offends the Lord, and it distracts us from enjoying Him. Since we belong to the
Lord, the Lord desires that we be to Him. It is not enough to say that we are for
Him; saying that we are for Him indicates that we still have things under our
control and that we could leave Him. However, if we are to the Lord, we cannot
leave Him and are even one with Him.

Living to the Lord is based upon the fact that we are the Lord’s (Rom. 14:8).
We live to Him because we belong to Him. We must realize that the Lord
bought us with the great price of His precious blood (1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Pet. 1:18-
19). Now He is our Lord and Master, and we belong to Him. All that we have,
all that we do, and all that we are is unto Him; everything is wholly unto Him.
We should not say that we are doing certain things for Him, because we already
belong to Him. Since every believer has been bought by the Lord with a great
price, he should have one living to the Lord.

In 2 Corinthians 5:15 Paul says, “He died for all that those who live may no
longer live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has been raised.”
Worldly people always live to themselves, but the love of Christ constrains us to
live to Him and not to ourselves. To live to ourselves means that we are under our
own restraint, leading, and control, mindful only of our own aim and goal. This is
not only to live for ourselves but also to live to ourselves, taking ourselves as the
aim for our living. The apostles, however, had the ambition to live to the Lord, to
be well pleasing to Him; they were absolutely under the Lord, under His leading,
restraint, and control. Everything they did was for the accomplishment of the
Lord’s purpose and desire. Since they were this kind of people, they did not live
to themselves but to the Lord. (Truth Lessons—Level 3, vol. 3, pp. 78-79)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 10, 33, 44-45
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John 13:14-15 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have given you an example so
that you also may do even as | have done to you.

As those who believe in Christ, we all must be His slaves. We should say, “O
Lord, I love You. Even if I have the freedom to go out, I do not want to leave.
I love You, I love Your church, and I love Your children.” On the one hand, we
may testify of how enjoyable and glorious the church life is. On the other hand,
in the church life we all must become slaves. The New Testament as well as the
Old indicates that God’s people need the spirit of a slave. (Life-study of Exodus,
pp. 810-811)

Today’s Reading

The elders in the churches need to realize that if they are not willing to be
slaves, they cannot be proper elders. Every elder must be a slave. This was the
reason the Lord Jesus taught His disciples not to seek to be above others, but
instead to place themselves lower than others and be their slaves. In the church
life there is no rank. We are all brothers, and we all must serve as slaves.

In the past we have given hundreds of messages on life, the Spirit, Christ,
and the church. However, if we would apply these messages, we must be slaves.
Those who are not willing to have the spirit of a slave cannot enter into all these
messages in a practical way. In the past certain ones testified that they loved
the church and were willing to consecrate themselves to the church. However,
eventually these very ones left the church life, and some even became opposers
of the church. Deep within them they had the ambition for position. Because
this ambition could not be fulfilled in the church life, they left the church. Only
those who are willing to be slaves can remain permanently in the church life.
No matter how | may be treated by the saints, | have no choice but to remain in
the church life. The church is the home of my Father and of all His children.

2015 Summer Training - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 11



KA T A — NS, FM, & DRI FAG L,
BRATHEZRXTEN. R ABERELNELEZE,
BAR | EBAHGL B E AN B X iE A R E KA
AR (BRAERAEGEL, WE—ZFZAW=_7) .

ELX—F+=F+—2+=H %3, “HGM+n
A K, ELBERMNGIME. Leisace, LEh
B, BRATH, LHAG. T BMNRZBEA K, &
MEH K, L RAML, RAMABERAMNRE, KAIFAR
Ko BELPUIKEF TP HRERLMER, N2
AAALAAZHREE SR, RIMNEAATHAAZ
&, EEAMEGR T e L RE TS5 En TR
A (E+w13~14) ,

EBAEPlHEKFARKEFLIARGEGHAL, FHZ
RBEWIAN, REXBS:; KERLEHE, B
REE, R RKEREZSL L. EHR_T=FAFH
EH, RNRBLERGHE, BHRT R
e . F, HRANHFALSH L. 7 “FHk” 2454, &%
R CYKRF, TN . BEWREET RZMBLELN ]
DnE, KERREFZFLTRZER AT KRMNEFR
R AT, A H XM EFH, KRMNBAE, 4T
RA—AK, HAEE (BEARITURELBEG T E,
WOEW_7) .

NEZMEAEL, A 24X TR ML FZIZEL S
—, UABAHF AWANERX R LBz BN TR L .
HNZEAFEE. BETRIFANBHEIEGHOA, &
LIRRZA. & BEFEAT RGN, KNFEAK
O EAERMNGFN 7/, mmAmEAEfRE G Iih (Bi%
FatA &Rk, LW=R) .

ik KEINEFHAM, FAFE BRAVLGEE,
Fxt N\ Ao

O hAFEFIILG-FSERMES-F 121

I am simply one of His slaves, loving Him, loving the church, and loving
His children. After giving so many messages on life, the Spirit, Christ, and the
church, I am glad to give this message on slavery. This word is for us all. (Life-
study of Exodus, p. 811)

In Matthew 23:11-12 the Lord taught, “The greatest among you shall be your
servant. And he who will exalt himself shall be humbled, and he who will humble
himself shall be exalted.” We should not desire to be great. If we are great, we
will be a servant. The more we serve as a slave, the greater we will be. The leading
ones in the churches and those who serve in the work must be careful not to
consider themselves to be higher or more important than others. If we consider
ourselves to be higher than others, we have fallen into the snare of Satan, who
rebelled against God because of his desire to be exalted (Isa. 14:13-14).

The apostles and the elders do not have exalted positions in the church. The
apostles are slaves to the churches, serving the churches, and the elders should
be patterns, not lords. The apostles and elders are simply brothers. In Matthew
23:8 the Lord said, “Do not be called Rabbi, for One is your Teacher, and you
are all brothers.” Rabbi is a title of honor meaning “teacher, master.” The
business office of the church should not be like a secular business office; the
elders and the serving ones are not the bosses and employees. This will not be
the situation if we are walking according to the spirit. We need to realize that in
the church there is only one Head, Christ. (The Importance of Living Christ by
Walking according to the Spirit, pp. 42-43)

Now we can see why God puts the ordinance concerning slaves first and why
the slave here is a type of Christ, the true slave. As those who believe in Christ,
belong to Him, and have His life of sacrifice, we also must be slaves loving God,
the church, and God’s people. With such a love as our motivation, we need to
be slaves sacrificing and serving. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 812)

Further Reading: Elders’ Training, Book 8: The Life-pulse of the Lord’s
Present Move, ch. 8; Life-study of Exodus, msg. 68
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<« WEEK 5 —HYMN

Hymns, #86

1

Though Thou art God, most glorious, high,

Thou in the flesh to us came nigh,
Alowly man become thereby;

Lord, | remember Thee!

2

Glory divine was put away

Under the tent of flesh to stay,

No outward beauty to display;

Lord, | remember Thee!

3

Thou art a root from out dry ground,
Thou wast the Man of sorrows found,
Hated, despised by man around;
Lord, I remember Thee!

4

Gentle and lowly is Thy heart,
Willing to suffer all Thou art,

To God and man complaining not;

Lord, [ remember Thee!

5

Thou as a man art tender, sweet,
Balanced in every way, complete,
Meal-offering to the Father meet;
Lord, I remember Thee!

6

Doing the Father’s will Thy prize,
Never accepting Satan’s lies,

None like Thyself, so faithful, wise;
Lord, I remember Thee!

7

For Thine obedience to God’s will,
Willing to suffer deathly ll,

E’en on the Cross my place to fill,
Lord, I remember Thee!

8

Therefore hath God exalted Thee,
Given Thee glory, majesty,

Heaven and earth will bow the knee;
0 Lord, [ worship Thee!
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2015 Summer Training
Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Six

The Covenanting God and His Covenants (1)
Major Covenants That God Made with Man

Scripture Reading: Gen. 3:15; 9:8-17; Gal. 3:14, 16, 29; 2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Exo.

24:1-8
Outline
Day 1

. The covenant that God made with fallen man can be seen
with the seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15:

A. Christ as the seed of the woman refers to the incarnated Christ, the

complete God becoming a perfect man through the dispensing of
Himself into humanity in order to destroy Satan and to save the
believers in Christ from sin and death—v. 15; Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:16, 20-
21, 23; Gal. 4:4; John 1:1, 14: 8:58; Heb. 2:14; 1 Cor. 15:53-57.

. “God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,” for our judicial

redemption; God “sent forth the Spirit of His Son,” the
transfiguration of His Son, to “sonize” us for our organic salvation—
Gal. 4:4, 6; 3:13-14.

. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the transfigured

descendant of the woman, dispensed into us to bruise the serpent’s
head in us and to make us the corporate seed of the woman, the
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overcoming man-child, to carry out God’s judgment on the ancient
serpent and to be God’s dispensational instrument to change the age
and usher in the manifestation of God’s kingdom—Rev. 12:5.

Day 2

. The Lord as the leading Overcomer (3:21) is the Head, center, reality,

life, and nature of the man-child, and the man-child as the following
overcomers is the Lord’s Body:

. The way to become the man-child is for us to be daily strengthened into

our inner man, to be empowered to experience the riches of Christ, and to
be strong through putting on the all-inclusive Christ as the armor, taking
the word by means of all prayer—Eph. 3:8-9, 16; 6:10-20.

. The spontaneous life-power of Christ as the life-seed bruises the serpent’s

head in us as we employ the blood of the Lamb, speak forth the word of
our testimony, and love not our soul-life even unto death—Rom. 8:2; Rev.
12:10-11; Acts 1:8.

Day 3

Il. God’s covenant with Noah and the rainbow as a sign of His
covenant signify that we are the church of the covenant,
living in the reality of the new covenant of grace—Gen. 9:8-17:

A. The rainbow around God’s throne signifies that God is the

covenanting God, the faithful God, who will keep His covenant while
executing His judgment upon the earth—Rev. 4:3; Ezek. 1:26-28.

. The three primary colors of the rainbow are blue (the color of the

sapphire throne, which signifies God’s righteousness—v. 26; Psa.
89:14); red (the color of the sanctifying fire, which signifies God’s
holiness—Ezek. 1:4, 13, 27; Heb. 12:29); and yellow (the color of the
glowing electrum, which signifies God’s glory—Ezek. 1:4, 27; Heb. 1:3):
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. Christ died on the cross to satisfy the requirements of God'’s righteousness,

holiness, and glory and was resurrected to be our righteousness, holiness,
and glory—Gen. 3:24; 1 Cor. 1:30.

. Christ Himself, signified by the rainbow of righteousness, holiness, and

glory, is the covenant of God given to His people—Isa. 42:6; Heb. 8:10-12.

. Christ is wisdom to us from God, transmitting Himself into us as

righteousness (that we might be reborn in our spirit), sanctification (that
we might be transformed in our soul), and redemption (that we might be
transfigured in our body)—1 Cor. 1:30; Rom. 8:10; 12:2; 8:23; Eph. 5:25-27.

. In eternity as the New Jerusalem (a city whose foundations have the

appearance of a rainbow—Rev. 21:19-20), we will be a rainbow to testify of
God’s faithfulness to carry out His new covenant in making us exactly the
same as He is as righteousness, holiness, and glory—vv. 10-11.

. The spiritual reality of this rainbow should be manifest in the church

today—we need to allow God to fill us with His presence of righteousness
by giving Him the full opportunity to work in us as the fire of holiness for
His splendor of glory through us—1 Cor. 1:30.

. The rainbow is a sign of God’s faithfulness in keeping His covenant

that there will be no more judgment of death; we must live under the
new covenant and not believe in any failure, weakness, darkness, or
negative thing; we are the covenanted people, and we have a verse of
promise to meet every situation—Lam. 3:22-23; Rom. 8:1; 2 Cor. 12:9;
2 Tim. 1:10; 2:1; Jude 24; 1 John 1:9; 1 Cor. 1:9.

. All of the New Testament realities of Christ typified in the life and

work of Noah have been covenanted to us—cf. Gen. 6:8, 13-18; 8:4,
18; John 10:28-29; 1 Pet. 3:20-21; Rom. 6:3-4.

Day 4

2015 Summer Training - Message 6 Outline - Page 3



AWM BERZNY, 77 2EBEKE
ALRGIEENGEE, AEEx LT
EiEAE, EAREMTY, TAEF
M- EERTHAGH R —4+=
2~3,7, +xX7~8, # =14,
16, 29, MAT+H 45T, #4+=24:

— ZENEABEAGAEPHGR, HTRANRETTHE
ZRBENTIH, RABRENEE, 252
KMNE @, ERNRALAEFGTFI, L4
BERARGES, BETHRTERT R R
X PGB EHE—m=7, 14, W 28:

140 &) A8 45 5 BT B 6948, R 69— @i £ R,
(Bl+=7, +=15, +k8; ) XERALELYT
THEBEACT T ARG EFHR. (KTt &
45 T, HiE=17, )

QEBHEAMAEFKYR, HTRIMAEFNHE (W=
14, ) AP EMAEFHEFZ RAEFHEHi LR
BEIT; AREMGBL AV AT, ARy LR
FHARUAMRR, FoBma&MNLa, FEMNGFT.

— BMeeE AN, R ETARROY
FRGEGFHR, FHITMHMETNEREE
HEMEZ@K K, FEAMNFoAEEEMHE
TR R AR R—2, 5, HhEmW13:

1 EAMNEHELARR, EZHFTHAR @ ARE 2P
Wy (BT, BRENM ~14; ) RN W 2] 5]
Taigd L E, ETAMNTOEE, (TW23~
25, K+=14~16, 3, 8, %1+ 38~42, )

2 BMNE B/ E L TR E, FUARAERM% T 0 A
wk, mEERANK Z A B A —, SRA T K

—O—hAFEFIIL -F6fE ME-5F401

The covenant God made with Abraham is that Christ as

the seed of Abraham is for the blessing to all the families
of the earth; the unique seed of Abraham as the last Adam
became the life-giving Spirit—Gen. 12:2-3, 7; 17:7-8; Gal.
3:14, 16, 29; 1 Cor. 15:45b; John 12:24.

A. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the transfigured

descendant of Abraham, the seed of Abraham, dispensed into us to
make us the sons of Abraham, the corporate seed of Abraham, those
who can receive and inherit the consummated Spirit as the blessing of
Abraham—Gal. 3:7, 14; 4:28:

. The physical aspect of the blessing that God promised to Abraham was the

good land (Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 17:8), which is a type of the all-inclusive Christ
as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17).

. Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the blessing of Abraham (Gal. 3:14),

the reality of both the seed of Abraham and the good land promised to
Abraham; our blessing today is God Himself, who is embodied in Christ
and realized as the Spirit to be dispensed into us for our enjoyment.

. By the hearing of faith, we can continually receive Christ as the all-

inclusive life-giving Spirit for His growth in us as the seed of Abraham
and for our enjoyment of Him as the land promised to Abraham—wv. 2,
5;2Cor. 4:13:

. To receive the Spirit we need to have an ear to hear what the Spirit says to

the churches (Rev. 2:7; cf. Heb. 5:11-14); the measure of the Spirit that can
be dispensed into our inward parts depends on the measure of our hearing
(Mark 4:23-25; Matt. 13:14-16; 5:3, 8; Luke 10:38-42).

. We need to be one with Christ as the Slave-Savior by loving Him to the

uttermost and taking Him as our absolute consecration, giving Him the
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way to open our ear to hear His divine instructions, His fresh messages,
which dispense the divine Spirit into us for our service to God in our spirit
in the gospel of His Son—Exo. 21:1-6; Isa. 50:4-5; Phil. 3:3; John 6:63; 2
Cor. 3:6; Rom. 1:9.

Day 5

IV. The covenant God made with David is that the resurrected

Christ as the seed of David carries out God’s New Testament
economy for the dispensing of the processed Triune God
into the members of His Body—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Rom. 1:3-4;
Psa. 89:3, 28:

A. The Lord of David in His divinity, the Root of David, was incarnated

to become the son of David, the Offspring of David, in His humanity,
to be the last Adam; and the last Adam, the son of David, was
resurrected to become the firstborn Son of God and the life-giving
Spirit, a transfigured descendant of David, dispensed into us to make
us the many sons of God and co-kings of Christ—Matt. 22:41-46;
Rev. 22:16; John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; John 12:24; Rom. 8:28-29; Acts
13:33; Rom. 5:17.

. The Lord of David became the son of David to accomplish God’s judicial

redemption; the son of David (the seed of David) became the firstborn
Son of God as the life-giving Spirit to carry out God’s organic salvation.

C. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the transfigured

descendant of David, the seed of David, dispensed into us as God’s
sure mercies, His eternal covenant, for our enjoyment—Isa. 55:1-3,
6-11; Acts 13:33-35.
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D. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the transfigured

descendant of David, the seed of David, dispensed into us for us to
share His kingship in His resurrection in the eternal kingdom of
God—2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4, 6.

. The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit is the transfigured

descendant of David, the seed of David, the seed of the kingdom,
dispensed into us to make us the sons of the kingdom, reigning in life
to live in the reality of the kingdom so that we may be translated by
Him and return with Him in the manifestation of the kingdom as the
corporate smiting stone to annihilate the kingdoms of this world and
become a great mountain, the kingdom of God, that fills the whole
earth—Mark 4:26; Matt. 13:18-23, 38; Heb. 11:5-6; Gen. 5:21-24; Dan.
2:34-35.

Day 6

V. The law had been decreed on the mountain of God, but
there was still the need for the law with its ordinances to be
enacted as a covenant—Exo. 24:1-8:

A. God’s eternal purpose is to have a people to be His counterpart, His

expression, and His dwelling place; in order to fulfill this purpose,
God must impart Himself into His chosen people and work Himself
into them:

. From the very beginning it was not God’s intention to give man commandments

to keep or to have man do things for Him; likewise, in bringing the children of
Israel to the mountain of God, it was not God’s intention to give them a list of
divine commandments as requirements for them to fulfill.

. Rather, His intention was to bring His people into His presence so that He

could reveal Himself to them and impart Himself into them through His
speaking to them—cf. 34:28-29.
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. God’s people, however, did not understand His intention; their natural,

fallen, and religious concept was that God wanted them to do certain things
for Him, and they thought they were able to do these things—19:8; 24:3, 7.

. Since this was their concept, it was necessary for God to give them

commandments, enacting the law (the old covenant) to show them how
high His requirements are and how unable to fulfill these requirements
they were—Rom. 8:3, 7-8.

. In the new covenant the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us

spontaneously and unconsciously by our walking according to our mingled
spirit with the inward working of the law of the Spirit of life—wv. 4, 2.
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:4-6 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under law, that He might redeem those under law that we
might receive the sonship. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father!

The promise of the seed of the woman refers to the incarnated Christ (Matt.
1:16; Gal. 4:4). Mary, a female descendant of King David, became the mother
of the promised Christ and the mother of the seed of the woman.

Christ as the seed of the woman implies that the complete God became
a perfect man through the dispensing of Himself into humanity (John
1:1, 14; Matt. 1:23). God'’s incarnation was a dispensing. In eternity past, God
remained in Himself. But at one point He made a counsel not to remain in
Himself any longer. He desired to bring His divinity into humanity, and He
prophesied concerning His desire in Genesis 3:15. However, this promise
was not fulfilled until Mary conceived in Matthew 1. Because He was very
patient, our God was silent for four thousand years.

The purpose of the seed of the woman, the son born of a virgin, was to
destroy Satan and to save the believers in Christ from sin and death (Heb.
2:14; Matt. 1:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:53-57). To bruise the head of the serpent is to
destroy the serpent (Gen. 3:15). (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation,
pp. 84-86)

Today’s Reading

In Galatians 4:4 and 6 we read of two kinds of sendings. In verse 4 Paul
says that God sent forth His Son, and in verse 6, that God sent forth the Spirit
of His Son. According to the promise in Genesis 3:15, Christ came under law
as the seed of the woman in order to redeem those who were under law, that
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they might receive the sonship. The goal of Christ’s redemption is not heaven,
as many Christians believe; it is sonship....Through His redemption, He has
opened the way for us to possess the sonship. However, if the Spirit had not
come, our sonship would be empty. It would be a sonship in position or form,
not a sonship with reality. The reality of sonship, which depends on life and
maturity, comes only by the Spirit. Therefore, verse 6 declares that God has
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.

We should not believe that the Spirit of the Son is a person separate from
the Son. Actually, the Spirit of the Son is another form of the Son....First
He came as the Son under the law to qualify us for sonship and to open the
way for us to share in the sonship. But after He had finished this work, He
became, in resurrection, the life-giving Spirit and comes to us as the Spirit of
the Son. Thus, first God the Father sent the Son to accomplish redemption
and to qualify us for sonship. Then He sent the Spirit to vitalize the sonship
and to make it real in our experience. Today sonship actually depends upon
the Spirit of God’s Son. (Life-study of Galatians, pp. 194-195)

Who are the overcomers?...The woman in Genesis 3:15 firstly is Eve and
secondly is all the people of God, including the virgin Mary, as signified by
Eve. Hence, the seed of the woman is mainly the Lord Jesus who was born
of Mary. However, more regarding the seed of the woman can be seen in
Revelation 12. The woman depicted in Revelation 12 and signified in Genesis
3:15 is a universal woman, and within her is a part called the man-child (Rev.
12:1, 2, 5). In a biblical sense, woman represents weakness, for the woman is
the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 3:7). The man, especially the man-child, represents
strength. The universal woman of Revelation 12 has two parts: the outer
part, which is the woman herself, and the inner part, which is the man-
child....All the people of God are the woman, who is somewhat weak, but
among all the people of God is a stronger part, which is the man-child, the
overcomers....The man-child is also a part of the seed of the woman. (Life-
study of Genesis, pp. 252-253)

Further Reading: The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, msgs. 8-10;
Life-study of Genesis, msg. 18; Life-study of Galatians, msg. 22; Life-study of
Revelation, msg. 45
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your
seed and her seed; he will bruise you on the head, but you will bruise him on
the heel.

Rev. 12:5 And [the woman] brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to
shepherd all the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to
God and to His throne.

The “ancient serpent” of Revelation 12:9 is the serpent of Genesis 3, the
universal woman of Revelation 12:1 is the woman of Genesis 3:15, and the
man-child of Revelation 12:5 is a part of the seed of the woman that is also
mentioned in Genesis 3:15. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 253)

Today’s Reading

Although the Lord Jesus was a man-child, He was born of a woman....The
spiritual significance of this is that the Lord Jesus was born of a source that
trusted in God. The woman is the source of the seed, and the seed, part of
which is the man-child that defeats the enemy, is stronger than the woman.
The source of the man-child is a woman, not a man. His source is the one who
trusts in God, not the one who declares independence from God.

On the one hand, we are the woman; on the other hand, we are the seed
of the woman. We are the ones who trust in God: this is our source. We also
are the seed of this source that trusts in God. Therefore, we can become
strong. Only the seed of the source trusting in God can be strong, not strong in
themselves, but strong in God. The Lord Jesus Himself took the lead to be such
a person. He is the Head of the man-child. Now He is also the center, reality,
life, and nature of the man-child.

The man-child, like the mother, is universal and corporate....Firstly we have
an individual mother [the virgin Mary] with an individual seed, but eventually
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we have a corporate mother with a corporate man-child. We are the same as
He. He is the leading overcomer, and we are the following overcomers. He is
the Head of the man-child, and we are the Body. He is the center of the man-
child, and we are the circumference. He is the reality of the man-child, and we
are the expression of the man-child. He is the man-child’s life and nature, and
we are the man-child. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 254-255, 265-266)

In Ephesians 3:16 Paul prayed that the Father would grant us, “according to
the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into
the inner man.” This strengthening takes place in our inner man, which is our
regenerated spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The more we are strengthened in
our inner man, the more we become the stronger part within the woman. The
key to becoming the stronger part within the woman is being strengthened in
our inner man. [According to] verse 18...we must be empowered to know the
dimensions of the riches of our Christ. In order to be the man-child, we must
be not only strengthened in our inner man but also nourished with all the
riches of Christ. Furthermore, Ephesians 6:10 tells us to “be empowered in the
Lord and in the might of His strength.” According to this chapter, the way to be
strong is to put on the whole armor of God (vv. 11, 13), which is the all-inclusive
Christ. To put on the whole armor of God is to put the all-inclusive Christ upon
us. Every aspect of the all-inclusive Christ must become our covering. Thus,
in Ephesians 3:16 and 18 and 6:10 and 11, we see that the way to become the
stronger part within the woman is to be strengthened in our inner man, to be
empowered to experience the riches of Christ, and to be strong through putting
on the all-inclusive Christ as our armor.

According to Ephesians 6:17 and 18, the way to fight is to take the word of
God by means of all prayer. We should not simply have one way of prayer but
every means of prayer, exercising our spirit to pray in various ways to take the
word of God....It is of no avail to fight against the enemy with our own thoughts
and words. We cannot use our mind or utterance to do battle against him. The
most effective way to war against the enemy is to pray-read the Word....You
will [then] be able to testify that you are becoming the stronger part within the
woman. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 519-521)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 19-20

2015 Summer Training - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 4



=i

%/\Ué'.

RMIRFE

- IS

AN ~13 “KREMHMEY, LAHLAG, I~
B KRS, WARBRERETHT , AP35,
X KRGMHM, FHEMNZXEEHFEEFWIT LY
915, BB AT K KRFERAEZH T, I’
R G ZHILT, 7

(e, ) ik EAMFLHHEE, A
THAFE (KRAT—9, H5—9) . AxFTreay15/3
S, MAERAMELY, EXERT EMNBLEL
s (B 3) , A EIIE K A EIRZ (F2KEK,
BIAL137E1) &

[EREE

(AUHE—F—_F Lt E_+AH, ) —dEuiH
AE R AN B 6 RAE, RAEE R A T v EayIEE
Fa kB, BMIEHITIE, Z=H PR E—/ L5,
EAAY AT R, HB BTG AF—EHPT L8
2, RNERBERKERAEL (LEA13E1)

YL A ML, R, BEAEE WA RS AN,
LR KM E, AP IR, ZEREBRESLEWME,
FAEAP ORI, BRUEZLZIERGBE, RIEAP
g Lo OGN, A ARIE, £ =Frir X495
M, ERARERELY (L=24721) , 22 LF
kT FEE HETAHANL, FHAfRBENE
£, FHEFT; b A RMNGAL, ZH4e
R (HRAT—30) » AFEAKMEHASELTZ,
FEAPIR P KA A A BAEAL, ZAFREIH X

O hAFEFIIG-FERBERMES-E51

<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 9:11-13 ...I establish My covenant with you, that never again will all flesh
be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again will there be a flood to
destroy the earth. And God said, This is the sign of the covenant which I am
making between Me and you and every living animal that is with you, for
perpetual generations: | set My bow in the clouds, and it shall be for a sign
of a covenant between Me and the earth.

[In Genesis 9] the rainbow signifies God’s faithfulness in keeping His
covenant. God Himself is faithfulness (1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 1:9). He is faithful to
His word, and His word is His covenant. The rainbow is seen again at the end
of the Bible (Rev. 4:3), indicating that God’s faithfulness will remain forever.
(Gen. 9:13, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

[In Ezekiel 1:27-28] a rainbow as the brightness around the man who is
sitting on the throne signifies the splendor and glory around the Lord on the
throne. At Noah’s time the rainbow in the cloud was a sign of God'’s faithfulness
in keeping His covenant with man and every living creature that He would
never again destroy mankind with a flood (see footnote 1 on Gen. 9:13).

A rainbow can be considered as being produced from the combining of three
basic colors—red, yellow, and blue. Red, the color of fire, refers to God’s holiness;
yellow, the color of electrum, signifies God’s glory; and blue, the color of the
sapphire throne, signifies God’s righteousness. God’s righteousness, holiness,
and glory are three divine attributes that keep sinners away from God (see
footnote 1 on Gen. 3:24). However, Christ came, died on the cross to satisfy the
requirements of God’s righteousness, holiness, and glory, and was resurrected,
and He is now our righteousness, holiness, and glory (1 Cor. 1:30). Because we,
the believers, are now in Christ, in the sight of God we bear the appearance of
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Christ as righteousness, holiness, and glory. This is the appearance of a rainbow
as a testimony of God'’s faithfulness in sparing us and saving us, the fallen ones,
from His judgment on sinners. In the New Jerusalem, a city whose foundations
have the appearance of a rainbow (Rev. 21:19-20), we, the aggregate of the
saved ones, will be a rainbow reflecting the brightness of God’s righteousness,
holiness, and glory and testifying forever that our God is righteous and faithful
(see footnote 1, par. 2, on Rev. 21:19). As portrayed in Ezekiel 1, the Christian
life and the church life will consummate in such a rainbow. At that point God'’s
eternal plan will have been accomplished. (Ezek. 1:28, footnote 1)

Our Christian life and church life are absolutely a covenant life....In verse
after verse of the New Testament, we find God’s promises. | want to give
you one of them, which | have experienced very much. “No temptation has
taken you except that which is common to man; and God is faithful, who will
not allow that you be tempted beyond what you are able, but will, with the
temptation, also make the way out, that you may be able to endure it” (1 Cor.
10:13)....1f you hold on to God’s covenant, | can promise you that, regardless of
what happens to you, there is a verse as a living promise for you to rely upon
and live by. We all need to learn how to live under God’s covenant. We should
not be threatened or frightened by the clouds of our convictions, feelings, and
environments. We are under God’s covenant, fully under His blessing. There
IS no more condemnation, no more judgment, no more curse. Death has been
abolished. In the church, we continually enjoy life. Everything is life. Do not be
frightened about losing your job or your health. Do not be threatened by any
dark or negative thing. We are the covenanted people, and we have a verse of
promise to meet every situation. We must stand under the covenant and not
believe in any failure, weakness, darkness, or negative thing. Our destiny is
under the blood-sprinkled covenant. Hallelujah, we are the covenant people!
There is no cloud and no flood—only life. There is no curse—only blessing.
The church life is such a life, and the church people are a people under the
covenant. We can actually be called the church of the covenant. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 437-438)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 32
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 17:7 And | will establish My covenant between Me and you and your seed
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your seed after you.

Gal. 3:14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

The divine economy and the divine dispensing are also shown in the
promise of the seed of Abraham (Gen. 17:8; Gal. 3:16; Matt. 1:1-2a)....0ne
day while Abraham was worshipping idols, the God of glory appeared to
him and called him (Acts 7:2-3). God called Abraham out of the place called
Shinar, the base of Babylon, and brought him into the good land of Canaan.
Once Abraham arrived in the land of Canaan, God appeared to him and
made a promise to him concerning a seed (Gen. 12:7). (The Central Line of
the Divine Revelation, p. 86)

Today’s Reading

The seed of Abraham is for the blessing to all the families of the earth (Gen.
12:3)....God said that He would make Abraham great and that all the families
of the earth would be blessed in him. Then in Genesis 17:7 God told Abraham
that He would make a covenant with Abraham and with his seed. This word
concerning the seed was explained clearly by Paul in Galatians 3:16 when he said,
“But to Abraham were the promises spoken and to his seed. He does not say, And
to the seeds, as concerning many, but as concerning one: ‘And to your seed,” who
is Christ.”...[Paul said that] God’s promise to Abraham was His preaching of the
gospel to Abraham and that the blessing of Abraham was the Spirit (Gal. 3:8, 14).

The blessing of Abraham refers to the promised Spirit, who is the reality of
Christ (Gal. 3:14; John 14:17-20). The one seed of Abraham became the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45Db).
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The Spirit as the consummation of the Triune God for the dispensing of
Himself into the believers of Christ is the seed of Abraham....The last Adam
mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:45 is the seed of Abraham. This seed became
not only our Redeemer and Savior but also the life-giving Spirit. The life-
giving Spirit is a transfigured descendant of Abraham. The top blessing, the
consummate blessing, to us sinners is God Himself as the life-giving Spirit. On
the one hand, the life-giving Spirit is a transfigured descendant of Abraham,
and on the other hand, He is the very Triune God....This is the real blessing.

We need the life-giving Spirit who dwells in our spirit and who is one spirit
with us (1 Cor. 6:17)....1f we did not have the life-giving Spirit in our spirit, we
would sink in the “water” because we are not buoyant. But, praise the Lord, we
do have a buoyant One within us. The third stanza of Hymns, #505 expresses
this thought: “There’s a Man in the glory / Whose Life is for me. /...He’s strong
and in vigor, / How buoyant is He!”...Because of this buoyant One, | can boast
that | have been kept from falling. The life-giving Spirit as the seed of Abraham
and as the consummation of the processed Triune God is the top blessing. As
such a One, He can be in us with both His divinity and His humanity. How
wonderful this is! The totality of what He is, is called the Spirit. The good
land given to Abraham was a type of this Spirit. The Spirit is the blessing God
promised Abraham.

The seed of Abraham is for the believers in Christ, who are Abraham'’s
seed, to inherit the consummated Spirit, the consummation of the processed
Triune God, as their divine inheritance—their spiritual blessing for eternity
(Acts 26:18; Eph. 1:14a; Gal. 3:14). Christ is the seed of Abraham, and all His
believers are also the seed of Abraham (v. 29).

In the new heaven and new earth in the New Jerusalem, we will enjoy the
processed Triune God, who is the all-inclusive, consummated, life-giving
Spirit. This is our blessing. Even today, the most enjoyable thing to us is the
indwelling Spirit. (The Central Line of the Divine Revelation, pp. 86-89)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 44-48; Life-study of
Galatians, msgs. 22, 24
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 89:3-4 | have made a covenant with My chosen one; | have sworn to
David My servant: | will establish your seed forever, and | will build up your
throne from generation to generation. Selah

Acts 13:34 And as to His having raised Him up from the dead, no longer to
return to corruption, He spoke in this way, “I will give you the holy things of
David, the faithful things.”

The divine economy and the divine dispensing are also seen in the promise
of the seed of David (2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Matt. 1:1, 6; 22:42-45; Rom. 1:3; Rev.
22:16). The seed of David refers to the resurrected Christ, who carries out God’s
New Testament economy for the dispensing of the processed Triune God into
the members of His Body (Acts 2:30-31; Matt. 16:16-18). (The Central Line of
the Divine Revelation, p. 89)

Today’s Reading

The Greek word for the holy things in Acts 13:34 is in the plural. The
same Greek word is used for Holy One in the next verse, but in the singular.
However, it is not the regular word for holy; it is a Greek equivalent of the
Hebrew word chesed, which is translated sure mercies in Isaiah 55:3, and
mercies in 2 Chronicles 6:42 and Psalm 89:1 in both the Septuagint and
the KJV. In Psalm 89, the word for mercies in plural in verse 1 and the
word for Holy One in singular in verse 19 are from the same root. This Holy
One is Christ, the Son of David, in whom God’s mercies are centered and
conveyed. Hence, the holy things of David, the faithful things refers to the
resurrected Christ. This is fully proved by the context, especially by Your
Holy One in the next verse, and by the verse following Isaiah 55:3. (Acts
13:34, footnote 1)
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The resurrected Christ is God’s sure mercies, of which Christ is the center
and reality, shown to David through his descendant Mary, the mother of
Christ (Matt. 1:16), for the dispensing of God Himself into all the believers
of Christ in His resurrection (Acts 13:32-35; Isa. 55:3-4)....In Christ as the
sure mercies, God reaches us in His grace to be our enjoyment. Because our
situation was miserable and could not match God’s grace, Christ not only took
the step of incarnation to bring God as grace to us, but He also took the further
step of death and resurrection in order to become the sure mercies to us in
resurrection. Through His death and resurrection, Christ, the embodiment of
God’s grace, became the sure mercies, and through these mercies we are now in
the proper position to match God and to receive Him as grace.

Christ as God’s sure mercies shown to David is for the dispensing of God
Himself into all the believers of Christ in His resurrection. This is for the
believers in Christ to share His kingship in His resurrection in the eternal
kingdom of God (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4, 6).

The divine economy and the divine dispensing in the promises of the seed
of the woman, the seed of Abraham, and the seed of David have a threefold
purpose: first, to destroy Satan and to save us from sin and death; second,
to cause us to inherit the consummated Triune God as our blessing and
inheritance; and third, to cause us to share Christ’s kingship. These three
items cover God’s full salvation in a complete way. God’s full salvation is to
deliver us out of the hand of Satan and out of sin and death, to bring us into
the full inheritance of God Himself as our blessing, and to cause us to share the
kingship with Christ as His co-kings in the kingdom age.

All three of these seeds are just one seed—a human being with God
dispensed into Him. Christ, the God-man, is the seed of the woman, the seed
of Abraham, and the seed of David. Now, in Him, God and man, man and God,
are blended and mingled together as one entity. This entity is fully signified
in, with, and by the New Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is the totality of
God’s dispensing of Himself into humanity. (The Central Line of the Divine
Revelation, pp. 89-90)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans, msgs.
1-3, 18; Life-study of Acts, msgs. 37-39; Life-study of Isaiah, msgs. 28, 53; Life-
study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 27
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:4-5 ...[Moses] built an altar...and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of
Israel. And he sent young men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt
offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of bulls to Jehovah.

8 So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said, Here is the
blood of the covenant, which Jehovah has made with you in accordance with
all these words.

Although the law had been decreed on the mountain of God, there was still
the need for the law with its ordinances to be enacted as a covenant. Instead of
commanding the people to keep the law, Moses enacted the covenant by means
of an altar, twelve pillars, sacrifices of burnt offerings and peace offerings, and
blood (Exo. 24:4-8; cf. Heb. 9:18-20). The altar, symbolizing the cross of Christ
(Heb. 13:10), indicates that as fallen and sinful people, we cannot possibly keep
the law of God; hence, we need to be redeemed, terminated, and replaced by
Christ through the cross. (Exo. 24:4, footnote 1)

A pillar signifies a testimony (cf. 1 Kings 7:21; 1 Tim. 3:15). The twelve
pillars, representing the twelve tribes of Israel, indicate that in the sight of God
the twelve tribes should be pillars as a testimony of God, a reflection of what
God is in His virtues and attributes as portrayed in the law. The law...was given
that the people might become God’s testimony by being redeemed, terminated,
replaced, and reconstituted by Christ through the cross (cf. Rom. 8:3-4). (Exo.
24:4, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

In Exodus 24:6 and 8 the blood from the sacrifices offered on the altar (v. 5),
typifying the blood of Christ, was for redemption and for the forgiveness and
cleansing of sins (Eph. 1:7...). This blood also enacted the covenant between
God and His people. Hence, the blood is referred to here as “the blood of the
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covenant.” The blood made it possible for God’s people, as fallen and sinful
persons who had been redeemed, forgiven, and cleansed, to enter into God’s
presence, that is, into God Himself, and remain there to be infused with Him
and thereby be constituted pillars as a living testimony, a living portrait, of
what God is (Exo. 24:9-18;...cf. Heb. 10:19-20). Eventually, the blood of Christ
as the blood of the new covenant (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20) ushers God’s
people into the better things of the new covenant, in which God gives His
people a new heart, a new spirit, His Spirit, and the inner law of life, denoting
God Himself with His nature, life, attributes, and virtues (...Ezek. 36:26-27;
Heb. 8:10-12). Ultimately, the blood of the new covenant, the eternal covenant
(Heb. 13:20), leads God'’s people into the full enjoyment of God as the tree of
life and the water of life both now and for eternity (Rev. 7:14, 17; 22:1-2, 14, 17).
(Exo. 24:8, footnote 2)

After the law was enacted, it became a covenant. Without such an
enactment, the law simply would have remained the law; it could not have been
a covenant. But as soon as the law was enacted, it became a covenant between
God and His people.

In order to understand the spiritual significance of the altar, the pillars, the
sacrifices, and the blood, [through which the covenant was enacted], we need to
realize that in decreeing the law it was not God’s intention to charge His chosen
people to observe the law.

It is useless for us to attempt to keep God’s law. Because we do not have
the capacity to keep it, it is impossible for us to do so....Because the law is
weak through our flesh, God sent His Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin to
redeem us, terminate us, and replace us [Rom. 8:3]. Then, as such redeemed,
terminated, and replaced ones, we now have Christ in our spirit. As we walk
according to the mingled spirit, our spirit mingled with the indwelling Spirit,
the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us [v. 4].

If we see how the enactment of the old covenant portrays God’s
economy, we shall turn from the natural, religious concept to God’s concept
and to His intention in His economy. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 898, 900,
902, 912-913)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 76-77
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ANEE A CHAMNITIG S XAMGFH Y, 1. Christ Himself is the new covenant, the new testament,
i er—RWY = 6, W/ 8: given to us by God—Isa. 42:6; 49:8:
— AERRE, AEIALAE, AR —IE)F F4 A, God’s salvation, God’s blessings, and all of God’s riches have been
I :L?’J T H&AY; XA AL covenanted to us, and this covenant is Christ:
184, FHRAEGERTZEF—4 =18 L, 1. The reality of all the hundreds of bequests in the New Testament is Christ—
=14, Har—30, + 245 TF, #H— 3, Gen. 22:18a; Gal. 3:14; 1 Cor. 1:30; 15:45b; Eph. 1:3.
2 KB RIE O FEIR, LA — P& 8 FE IR, 2. Christ is the reality of the new testament, the reality of all that God is and
HAY— BTG A9 SR Iy PTUA, A BEERATH G, of all that God has given to us; therefore, Christ is the new testament.
)i J— Day 2
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B.

The way to receive and enjoy Christ as the covenant to us is to
exercise our spirit, to live according to our spirit, and to remain in
our spirit, with which is the very Christ, by calling on Christ our
Lord’s name—Isa. 42:5-6; Zech. 12:1; Rom. 8:4b; Rev. 1:10a; 2 Tim.
4:22; Isa. 12:3-4.

The contents of the new covenant (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb.

8:8-12) include the following four blessings as God'’s
bequests to us:

A.

“I will impart My laws into their mind, and on their hearts | will
inscribe them”—v. 10:
Every life has a law and even is a law—Prov. 30:19a.

God’s life is the highest life, and the law of this life is the highest law—Isa.
40:30-31.

The Triune God has been processed through incarnation, crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension to become the law of the Spirit of life installed
in our spirit—Rom. 8:3, 11, 34, 16.

Day 3

There are three different laws in the three different parts of our being:

a. The law of sin and of death derives from Satan, who as sin resides in our

1)

flesh—7:18, 23.

The law of good in our mind, that is, in our soul, derives from our natural
human life—v. 23.

The law of the Spirit of life derives from the Triune God installed in our
spirit—8:2, 16:

The divine birth has transferred us into a new realm, the realm of the
divine life with its law, a realm in which there is no sin, world, or flesh.
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2) In this realm all victories are unconscious and effortless because the law of

the Spirit of life is upholding us, not our own will.

. The law of life, the law of the Spirit of life, is the processed Triune God as

the life-giving Spirit dwelling in our spirit—vv. 2-3, 11, 34.

. The law of life is the spontaneous power of life; it is the natural

characteristic and the innate, automatic function of life.

7. The function of the law of life is:

a. To make us God in life, nature, and expression but not in the Godhead,

shaping us into the image of the firstborn Son of God so that we may
become His corporate expression—vv. 2, 29.

. To constitute us the members of the Body of Christ with all kinds of

functions—Eph. 4:11-12, 16.
Day 4

. We enjoy the dispensing of life into our being for the accomplishment of

God’s economy by the working of the law of the Spirit of life—Jer. 31:33;
Heb. 8:10; Rom. 8:10, 6, 11.

. We need to cooperate with the installed and operating law of the Spirit of

life by “switching on” this law—1 Thes. 5:16-18; Luke 8:15.

10.God’s economy is to dispense Himself into our being by and as the law of

the Spirit of life so that our being might be constituted with His being to be
one constitution with His being.

11. The law of the divine life “sonizes” us for the building up of the Body of

Christ:

a. When the law of life, which is in our spirit, spreads into our inward parts—

our mind, emotion, and will—it becomes several laws—Jer. 31:33; Heb.
8:10; cf. 2 Cor. 3:3:

1) This spreading is the imparting, and the imparting is the inscribing.
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2) By the working, the spreading, of the law of life within us, God makes us
the same as He is in life, nature, and expression.

3) We are conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God by the working
of the law of life.

b. The firstborn Son is the prototype, the standard model, for the mass
reproduction of the many sons of God, who are His many brothers, to
constitute His Body for God’s corporate expression—Rom. 8:29:

1) God’s way to mass reproduce this prototype is to work His living prototype,
the firstborn Son, into our entire being.

2) If we cooperate with and open up to this wonderful prototype, He will
spread outward from our spirit into our soul.

3) The indwelling prototype, the firstborn Son of God, automatically works in
us as the law of life to conform us to His image, to “sonize” us.

4) In His recovery the Lord is working desperately among us to make every
one of us the same as the firstborn Son.

5) The Body of Christ as the new man is the corporate reproduction of the
standard model, the firstborn Son of God.

Day 5
B. “I will be God to them, and they will be a people to Me”—Heb. 8:10:

1. For God to be our God means that He is our inheritance, and for us to be
God’s people means that we are God’s inheritance—Eph. 1:11, 14, 18; 3:21.

2. In the new covenant we have the privilege of having God as our God and of
being His people—the enabling of life for us to participate in the enjoyment
of God in fellowship with Him so that He can be known by us, apprehended
by us, and lived by us—1 John 1:3, 7.
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. “They shall by no means each teach his fellow citizen and each his

brother, saying, Know the Lord; for all will know Me from the little
one to the great one among them”—Heb. 8:11:

. The function of life enables us to know God in the inward way of life.

. We can know God subjectively from within by the sense of life, which is

the feeling, the consciousness, of the divine life within us—Rom. 8:6; Eph.
4:18-20; Phil. 3:10a:

. The sense of life involves both the feeling of death and the feeling of life

and peace—Rom. 8:6; Isa. 26:3.

. The sense of life makes us know whether we are living in the natural life or

in the divine life and whether we are living in the flesh or in the spirit.

. We should live according to the sense of life in the principle of life, not

according to the principle of right and wrong, the principle of death.

. To know God is to live God; through the spontaneous, automatic function

of the divine life within us, we have the capacity to know God, to live God,
and even to be one with God in His life and nature so that we may be His
corporate expression.

Day 6

. “I will be propitious to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins | shall

by no means remember anymore”—Heb. 8:12:

. Christ made propitiation for our sins to appease God'’s righteousness, to

reconcile us by satisfying the demands of God’s righteousness—2:17.

. The precious and all-efficacious blood of Christ resolves all our problems

so that we can remain constantly in fellowship with God to continually
enjoy His organic salvation—1 John 1:7-9; 2:1-2:

. Before God, the redeeming blood of the Lord has cleansed us once for all

eternally (Heb. 9:12, 14), and the efficacy of that cleansing need not be repeated.
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. However, in our conscience we need the instant application of the constant

cleansing of the Lord’s precious blood again and again whenever our
conscience is enlightened by the divine light in our fellowship with God.

. Once God forgives us, He erases our sins from His memory and remembers

them no longer:

. Forgiveness of sins means the removal of the charges of sin against

us before God that we may be delivered from the penalty of God’s
righteousness—John 3:18; 5:24.

. When God forgives us of our sins, He causes the sins that we have

committed to depart from us—Psa. 103:12; Lev. 16:7-10, 15-22.

. God'’s forgiveness of our sins results in our fearing Him and loving Him in

our restored fellowship with Him—Psa. 130:4; Luke 7:47.

IV. The new covenant will ultimately issue in the New
Jerusalem, the embodiment of God’s new covenant to
express God in a corporate way to the uttermost for
eternity—Gal. 4:26-28, 31.
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 42:5-6 Thus says God Jehovah, who created the heavens and stretched them
out, who spread forth the earth and what springs up from it, who gives breath
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk on it: I am Jehovah; | have
called You in righteousness; | have held You by the hand; I have kept You and
| have given You as a covenant for the people, as a light for the nations.

The most important part of the book of Jeremiah is the portion on the new
covenant....Based on the fact that the book of Jeremiah prophesies concerning
the new covenant, the book of Jeremiah may be considered an Old Testament
book that is also a New Testament book. (Life-study of Jeremiah, p. 256)

Jesus Christ became a covenant to us (Isa. 42:6d; 49:8d)....Christ enacted
the new covenant (which became the new testament—the will) with His blood
for the redemption of the transgressions of God’s people (Matt. 26:28; Heb.
9:15)....He died for us according to God'’s righteous requirements, and the blood
He shed through that death was used to form a covenant. Even He Himself said
that the cup of the Lord’s table was a symbol of the new covenant in His blood (1
Cor. 11:25). He redeemed us back to God and qualified us to inherit everything
of God. This is the new covenant. Actually, this new covenant is Christ Himself.
(Life-study of Isaiah, pp. 337-338)

Today’s Reading

When God gave us the Bible as a will, this meant that God gave us Christ.
Christ is the centrality and universality as the reality of the new testament.
When Christ is given, that means He is the covenant. We not only have the
items of the new testament in our mind, but we also have the reality of this
covenant, who is Christ, in our spirit. Christ in our spirit is the reality of the
new testament, so He is the covenant.
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Christ, as the embodiment of the riches of the Godhead and as the crucified
and resurrected One, has become the covenant of God to His people (Col. 2:9;
1:19). He is the covenant of God given to us, the reality of all that God is and of
all that God has given us.

Isaiah says twice, in 42:6 and 49:8, that God has given Christ to us as our
covenant. This means that God’s salvation, God’s blessings, and all of God’s
riches have been covenanted to us, and this covenant is just Christ. Just as
my title deed equals my house, Christ equals all of God’s salvation, blessings,
grace, reality, and riches. All of this has been covenanted to us. Our covenant
Is Christ. God’s salvation, God’s righteousness, God'’s justification, God’s
forgiveness, God’s redemption, God’s riches, and all He has and will do have
been covenanted to us.

In Greek the word for covenant is also the word for testament. Every proper
covenant eventually becomes a testament. Before the person who enacted
the covenant dies, it is the covenant. After he dies, that covenant becomes
a testament. A testament in today’s terms is a will....We have a will full of
hundreds of bequests. My heavenly Father has given me all these bequests, and
they have been covenanted to me as a testament. That is the new testament. We
have the New Testament of the Bible in our hands, but this is not the reality.
The reality of all the hundreds of bequests in the New Testament is Christ.
Without Christ, the Bible is empty, so the real testament, the real will, is Christ.
Christ is our title deed, and this title deed is in our spirit as the all-inclusive,
life-giving, indwelling, consummated Spirit.

Christ is the reality of the new testament; therefore, Christ is the new
testament. It is impossible to separate Christ from the new testament. Now
we can understand the logic by which God considers Christ to be a covenant
given to us. Hence, Christ has become the new covenant as the new testament
according to God’s righteousness to be the base of God'’s full salvation, through
His death and in His resurrection. (Life-study of Isaiah, pp. 339, 329, 352)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jeremiah, msgs. 39-40; Life-study of Isaiah,
msg. 46
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<« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 12:3-4 Therefore you will draw water with rejoicing from the springs of
salvation, and you will say in that day, Give thanks to Jehovah; call upon
His name! Make His deeds known among the peoples; remind them that
His name is exalted.

The way to receive and enjoy such a full salvation of God, constituted
of Christ, the Servant of Jehovah, as the covenant and the light to us,
God’s elect, is to exercise our spirit, to live according to our spirit, and to
remain in our spirit, with which is the very Christ, by calling on Christ our
Lord’s name (lIsa. 42:5; Zech. 12:1; Rom. 8:4b; Rev. 1:10a; 2 Tim. 4:22; Isa.
12:3-4)....Before God spoke in Isaiah 42:6 of giving Christ as a covenant
for the people and as a light for the nations, He declared that He gave us a
spirit (v. 5). First, He told us that He had prepared a “stomach” (a spirit)
within us; then He told us what the “foodstuffs” (Christ as the covenant
and the light) are. Our spiritual stomach is our spirit, and Christ is the food
that we are to receive into our spiritual stomach. Thus, the way to receive
and enjoy Christ is to exercise our spirit, to live according to our spirit, and
to remain in our spirit, with which is the very Christ. Second Timothy 4:22
says, “The Lord be with your spirit.” Since Christ is with our spirit, we must
exercise our spirit, live according to our spirit, and remain in our spirit in
order to receive and enjoy Him....Today our spirit is our third heavens, the
Holy of Holies, the place where we meet the Lord. (Life-study of Isaiah, pp.
353-354)

Today’s Reading

In order for God to accomplish His eternal purpose He had to do four
things: take away sin; put Himself as life into our spirit and develop this life
into the laws that are imparted into all of our inward being; make Himself our
God and make us His people according to the life law; and grant us the inward
ability to know Him in life in an automatic way.
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Before God did these four things, He firstly promised His people that He
would do them by making a covenant with them. A covenant is a biblical
term for what we call a contract or an agreement. The content of this
contract is that God assures us that He will take away our sins, that He will
put Himself as life into our spirit and develop this life into laws in our inward
parts, that He will be God to us and that we will be His people according to
the life law, and that we shall have the spontaneous inward ability to know
Him. These four things are the content of the divine contract.

The contents of the new covenant...include four things, the first of
which is the imparting of the law of life. Hebrews 8:10 says, “For this is the
covenant which I will covenant with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: I will impart My laws into their mind, and on their hearts | will
inscribe them.” In Jeremiah 31:33, the source of this quotation, the word
laws is singular, proving that it is one law that spreads into a number of laws.
The one law that eventually develops into many laws is the law of life (Rom.
8:2). Every life has a law. The higher the life, the higher is its law. The divine
life we receive of God is the highest; therefore, it has the highest law, the law
referred to here. By imparting His divine life into us, God puts this highest
law into our spirit, from whence it spreads into our inward parts, such as
our mind, emotion, and will, and becomes several laws. We all know this by
experience. When we called on the name of the Lord, the divine life came
into our spirit. Gradually, as we have been growing in this life, this life has
had the opportunity to develop from our spirit into all of our inward parts.
When this life develops into our inward parts, in every part there will be a
law to regulate us. Many laws develop out of that one law of life. (Life-study
of Hebrews, pp. 404, 410-411)

Life is the content and issue of the Spirit, and the Spirit is the ultimate and
consummate manifestation of the Triune God after His being processed through
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection and becoming the indwelling, life-
giving Spirit, who is life to all the believers in Christ. (Rom. 8:2, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 36; Life-study of Romans,
msg. 67
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:2-3 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from
the law of sin and of death. For that which the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of
the flesh of sin and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh.

There are three different laws in the three different parts of the believer’s
being. As revealed in Romans 7 and 8, these three laws derive from the three
parties in the universe. The law of sin and death in the believer's members (Rom.
7:23), that is, in his body, derives from Satan, who as sin dwells in the believer’s
flesh. The law of good in the believer’s mind (v. 23), that is, in his soul, derives
from the natural human life, that is, from man himself. The law of the Spirit
of life in the believer’s spirit derives from God, who as the Spirit dwells in his
spirit (8:2, 16). These three parties with the three laws are now present in the
believer in much the same way that they (God, man, and Satan) were present in
the garden of Eden (Gen. 3). (Rom. 7:23, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

What is the law of life? A law is a natural regulation, a constant and
unchanging rule. A law of life is the natural characteristic, the innate,
automatic function of a certain kind of life, and the higher a life is, the
higher is its law. The law of the divine life is then the natural characteristic,
the innate, automatic function of the life of God, and since the life of God
Is the highest, its law is the highest. This highest law of life is the function,
the working, of the divine life. This function and working are innate,
spontaneous, natural, and automatic.

What is the law of life? It is the innate, automatic function of the divine life.
The divine life is living, active, and aggressive. This life is always acting, and
whenever it acts it functions according to the automatic law of life. (Life-study
of Hebrews, pp. 418-419)
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According to its life, the law of the new covenant is the Triune God, and
according to its function, it is the divine capacity....The divine capacity of the
inner law of life can live God. This capacity can also cause the believers in Christ
to be constituted with God. Because the believers are constituted with God, they
as a corporate people are God’s expression. Although the believers are constituted
with God, there is still a distinction between them and God. God remains God
with the Godhead, and we, the believers, are made the same as God in life and in
nature but not in the Godhead. This means that except for the Godhead, we are
exactly the same as God. Since we are the same as God in life and in nature, we
become His increase, His enlargement, as His fullness to express Him.

In addition to causing us to be constituted with God, the capacity of the
inner law constitutes us to be the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 5:30).
This means that the divine life has the capacity to make us the Body of
Christ. Furthermore, this capacity has all the abilities of all the functions of
the Body.

The central line of the divine revelation is to unveil God’s economy with
His dispensing. God’s dispensing is simply to put Himself into us as the inner
law of life. On the one hand, we have the divine life, which is the Triune God.
On the other hand, we have the divine capacity. By this capacity we have the
ability not only to know God but also to live God and even to be constituted
with God. What a capacity! Furthermore, this capacity can constitute us to be
the members of the Body of Christ, including all kinds of functions: those of
apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers—the joints of the
rich supply—and those of every part of the Body that functions in its measure
(Eph. 4:11, 16). In essence the inner law of life is God in Christ as the Spirit, and
in function this law has the capacity to constitute us with God and to constitute
us the members of the Body of Christ with all kinds of functions, all kinds of
abilities....Hallelujah for this wonderful law of life! (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp.
184-185)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 37; Life-study of Jeremiah,
msg. 26; CWWN, vol. 33, “The Normal Christian Life,” ch. 10; vol. 49, “Messages
for Building Up New Believers,” ch. 25
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and of death.

Jer. 31:33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares Jehovah: | will put My law in their inward
parts and write it upon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they will
be My people.

The law of the Spirit of life...is a kind of law—the law of life,...a kind of law of
nature, not the law of the Ten Commandments. For example, gravity is a law by
nature....Whether this law [of life] operates or not does not depend upon God’s
side. It depends upon our side. Whenever we would fulfill the requirement of
that law, that law works. (Perfecting Training, pp. 341-342)

Today’s Reading

Electricity is another example [of a law by nature]. It has been installed
into this building....My switching on the switch is a kind of cooperation to
the installation and the operation in the power plant....To work out your
salvation [Phil. 2:12] is to switch on. God has installed something, and God is
still operating something, but you need to switch on. Romans 8:2 says, “The
law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and of
death.” But who is this me? It is the switching me. It does not mean that the
law of the Spirit of life frees every believer with no qualification....The law
had been set up, and the law was still under God’s operation, yet it needed
Paul’s switching on.

[There] are the seven items of the doings that could be found from
Romans 8. We have to walk according to spirit, to mind the things of the
spirit, to put to death the practices of the mortal body, to be led, to cry, to
witness, and finally, to groan....Try to practice these every day....You will
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see what a switching on you will experience. (Perfecting Training, pp. 342-
345)

Jeremiah 31:33 and Hebrews 8:10 say that God imparts His law, or laws,
into either our inward parts or our minds and that He inscribes His law, or laws,
upon our heart. The heart is composed of the mind, the emotion, the will, and the
conscience....Christ has firstly come into our spirit. This Christ is the law which
must spread into our mind. The spreading of the indwelling law into our mind
is the imparting of this law into our inward parts. This law must also spread into
our emotion and will. By spreading into our inward parts, the one law becomes
many laws. Whenever we give this law the opportunity, it will spread within us.
This spreading is the imparting, and the imparting is the inscribing. Thus, the
Lord imparts His law into our inward parts and inscribes it on our hearts. As the
Lord continues to spread, impart, and inscribe, Christ’s image will be expressed
in our soul, and we shall be conformed to the image of God’s firstborn Son.

As the unique law spreads into my mind, my mind is being transformed
and conformed to His image. After He spreads into my mind, my mind will be
exactly the same as His. Also, He will spread into my emotion and will, making
my emotion and will the same as His. Eventually, my whole being will be
exactly the same as His. In this way, | shall be the image of God.

The firstborn Son is the prototype, and the many brothers are the mass
production. This model today is a living person, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is
the totality of the divine sonship. When this living person comes into us, we
have the sonship and become a son of God. Now we are the sons of God, and
the Lord Jesus as the model is working and moving in us.

Although we are brothers of God’s firstborn Son, we do not resemble Him very
much. We may not look much like Him today, but we are in the process of being
conformed to His image. How much the sonship is completed in us depends on
how willing we are to be conformed to the image of Christ. This is not a question
of outward doing but of whether or not we are willing to be conformed to the
image of the Firstborn. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 715-716, 725-726)

Further Reading: Perfecting Training, chs. 31-32; CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “Our
Human Spirit,” ch. 9; Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 38, 64-65; The Organic
Aspect of God’s Salvation, ch. 5
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 8:10-11 For this is the covenant which | will covenant with the
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will impart My laws
into their mind, and on their hearts | will inscribe them; and | will
be God to them, and they will be a people to Me. And they shall by
no means each teach his fellow citizen and each his brother, saying,
Know the Lord; for all will know Me from the little one to the great
one among them.

Romans 8:17 says that as children of God, we are also heirs of God to
inherit God as our everything. This means that we will inherit God as our
inheritance. Many times the Old Testament, especially the book of Jeremiah,
says that Israel will be God’s people and He will be their God....For us to be
God'’s people means that we are God'’s inheritance, and for God to be our God
means that He is our inheritance....Before we had God, we had nothing, and
before God had us, He was childless. That was the reason that He desired to
dispense Himself into us, to make us all His children; and all His children
are now His inheritance. Now God is rich. By this we can understand the
significance of this simple word: “I will be your God, and you will be My
people.” Today, as the children of God, we have Christ, and Christ is the
embodiment of God. This God who is embodied in Christ is our life, our
person, and our inheritance. Likewise, God also has an inheritance. We are
His inheritance. (Life-study of Isaiah, pp. 347-348)

Today’s Reading

The second item of the new covenant is the blessing of having God and of
being His people. The last part of Hebrews 8:10 says, “I will be God to them,
and they will be a people to Me.” In the new covenant we have the privilege of
having God as our God and of being His people—the enabling of life for us to
participate in the enjoyment of God in fellowship with Him. The people under
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the old covenant had God according to the Ten Commandments. God was
God to them according to the old law of letters, and they were His people also
according to the law of letters. But today our God is God to us not according to
letters but according to the inward life, and we are His people not according to
any written regulations but also according to the inner life. It is according to the
law of life that God is God to us and we are a people to Him. God'’s relationship
with us today is fully based upon the law of life; it is a relationship in life. So
today we do not need to walk according to the knowledge of the law of letters
but according to the consciousness of the law of life.

It is very difficult, for example, to find a verse in the New Testament which
tells us what time God wants us to get up in the morning....We shall not know
it by any regulation of letters outwardly but according to the inner life. When
tomorrow morning comes, the inner life will tell us what time God wants us to
get up. If we do not rise up at that time, we shall miss God’s presence.

In the new covenant there is also the function of the law of life by which we
know God in the inward way of life. Verse 11 [indicates that]...there is no need
for the outward teachings, because we know the Lord by...the inner sense of
life. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 412-413)

In chapter thirty-one Jeremiah laid the foundation of the new covenant,
prophesying that God will put His law within us; that He will write His law
into our mind that we may know God; that God will be our God and we will be
His people; that we will not need anyone to teach us, because we will all have a
teaching life within us; and that God will forgive our iniquity and remember our
sins no longer. In the new covenant we enjoy the inner law of life. This law of
life brings us God’s person and also the divine capacity of the divine life, which
can accomplish everything for God to fulfill His economy. By the inner law of
life we have the capacity to know God, to live God, and even to be constituted
with God in His life and nature so that we may be His corporate expression.
(Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 257-258)

Further Reading: Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 47; Basic Lessons on Life, Isn. 11
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 8:12 “For | will be propitious to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins |
shall by no means remember anymore.”

Psa. 130:4 But with You there is forgiveness, that You would be feared.

In the new covenant the primary blessing is the imparting of the divine life
which brings in the inner law of life, the blessing of having God and of being
His people, and the inward ability of knowing the Lord. For God to do this,
He had to be propitious to our unrighteousnesses and forget our sins. The
propitiation for our unrighteousnesses and the forgiveness of our sins give Him
the ground to impart His life into us.

The last of the contents of the new covenant is propitiation for our
unrighteousnesses and forgiveness of our sins....[In Hebrews 8:12] to be
propitious is to make propitiation for our sins. Christ made propitiation for our
sins to appease God’s righteousness, to reconcile us by satisfying the demand
of God’s righteousness (2:17). God is propitious to us because Christ has made
propitiation for our sins. Based upon this propitiation, God forgives our sins.
In 8:12 we are told by the Lord that “their sins | shall by no means remember
anymore.” Here we see that God will forget our sins. To forgive means to forget,
for the forgetting of sins is the real forgiveness of sins. If you forgive me, it
means that you must forget my faults. Without forgetting, forgiveness is not
real. God not only forgives us our sins but also forgets our sins. (Life-study of
Hebrews, pp. 414, 413-414)

Today’s Reading

Forgiveness of sins means the removal of the charges of sin against us before
God that we may be delivered from the penalty of God’s righteousness (John
3:18; 5:24). Because a charge had been made against us before God so that
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we were condemned by God, it was necessary for us to suffer God’s righteous
punishment. But when God forgave us, He delivered us from the penalty of
His righteousness and condemned us no longer. This is because the Lord Jesus
shed His blood and died on the cross according to God’s righteousness to suffer
God’s righteous punishment in our place (Heb. 9:22), thus satisfying God’s
righteous requirement. Hence, according to His righteousness, God can, and
will, forgive the sins of those who believe in Christ, canceling the charges of sin
against them and delivering them from the penalty.

In the New Testament the Greek word for forgiveness means “causing (it)
to leave” and “sending away” (Matt. 12:31; Rom. 4:7; Acts 5:31; 13:38). When
God forgives us of our sins, He...also causes the sins which we have committed
to depart from us. This is because when He made the Lord Jesus an offering for
sin on the cross, He laid all our sins on Him that He might carry them up in His
body for us (John 1:29; Isa. 53:6; 1 Pet. 2:24). Furthermore, when God caused
the Lord Jesus to carry up our sins on the cross to suffer God’s judgment and
punishment in our place, He also caused all our sins to be laid on Satan that he
should bear them forever. This is revealed in type in the atonement recorded in
Leviticus 16. When the high priest made atonement for the children of Israel,
he took two goats and presented them before God. One was for God and was to
be killed to make atonement for the children of Israel; whereas the other was “for
Azazel,” that is, for Satan, to bear the sins of the children of Israel (Lev. 16:7-
10, 15-22)...[since] sin came from Satan.

People think that God’s forgiveness will cause man to become audacious
and reckless. Little do they know that the grace of God'’s forgiveness is to bring
man into the fear of God (Psa. 130:4). Our experience tells us that the more
we are forgiven by God, the more we fear Him; the more we have received the
grace of God'’s forgiveness, the more we have the fear toward God....The grace
of God’s forgiveness causes us not only to fear God but also to love God [Luke
7:47]....God’s forgiveness of man results in man’s fearing Him and loving Him.
(Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 2, pp. 118-119, 122-123)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level One, vol. 3, Isn. 36
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WEEK 7 — HYMN
Hymns, #1187

1

Your ministry, O Lord,

How excellent it is;

A better covenant,

And better promises;

Enacted on a better law.

Of such You are Executor.

2

A better covenant,

And better promises;

A better law of life

And sacrifice this is.
Redemption’s work, done long ago,
A better blood has made it so.

3

In Hebrews eight we see

The way to make us whole;

Life planted deep within,

Which spreads into the soul.
The law of life, imparted, still
Inscribed in mind, emotion, will.
4

The law of letters leave,

The law of life pursue;

The one is old and dead,

The other fresh and new.

Dead teachings cannot help the seed;
The law of life is what we need.

5

The law of life in us,

In function now we see,

Works not by will and thought

But automatically.

It saturates, conforms to Him;

The standard model spreads within.
6

Our sins are all forgiv'n,

His life imparted too;

God is our God today,

And we’re His people true.

We know Him in an inward way:
These blessings four have come to stay.
7

We're being sonized now;

The life within will do

The deep transforming work

Of making us anew.

In ages past, the work was done—
Now prayer is over—praise the Son!
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B — Day 1

S RABMEhH R, {F15 445384 1. The precious blood of Christ satisfies God, it is the
mA], FHMTh#E—eizS, (& believers’ access to God, and it overcomes all the
+ =13, % =13, KT — 18 ~ 19, accusations of the enemy (Exo. 12:13; Eph. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:18-
k+19~20, 22, 14, 4495—7, 9, 19; Heb. 10:19-20, 22; 9:14; 1 John 1.7, 9; Rev. 12:10-11); we
B+ =10~11; ) &ME2#—F 5 need to go further to see that the Lord’s precious blood is
WEEE TR Z L8, the blood of the covenant.

N BEFhmAERRES E BL, H, 1. “Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said,
XA i — & 5ARM P 22 Here is the blood of the covenant, which Jehovah has made
209 ” —H —v9 8: with you in accordance with all these words”—Exo. 24:8:

— “SHBHHRY IAELRALEDK=_+<F A Theexpression blood of the covenant is also used in Matthew 26:28;
ZFAT 248 efE TGS, 24 this matter comes from the heart of God, but it has no place in the
FARRAGSEXER — A, heart of the natural man.

Z et —F A FH, XA R &LPF B, Luke 22:20 says, “This cup is the new covenant established in My
STRIFL blood”:
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. The Lord’s blood, having satisfied God’s righteousness, enacted the new

covenant and ushers us into the reality of the new covenant—Heb. 10:19-
20; Hymns, #551, stanzas 3 and 4.

. Through the Lord’s death His blood enacted the new covenant; by the Lord’s

resurrection He became the new covenant with all its bequests (Isa. 42:6;
49:8); and in the Lord’s ascension He is the Mediator, the Executor, of the
new covenant (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24) and the surety of the new covenant, the
pledge that everything in the new covenant will be fulfilled (7:22):

. Christ, as the embodiment of the riches of the Godhead (Col. 2:9) and as

the crucified and resurrected One, has become the covenant of God given
to His people; He is the reality of all that God is and of all that God has
given to us.

. God’s salvation, God’s righteousness, God’s justification, God’s forgiveness,

God’s redemption, God'’s riches, and all that God has and will do have been
covenanted to us.

. As the reality of all the bequests in the new testament, Christ, who is the

all-inclusive, life-giving, indwelling, consummated Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b; 2
Cor. 3:17; Rom. 8:9-11), is in our spirit and has become one spirit with us (2
Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17).

Day 2

“Moses wrote down all the words of Jehovah. And he

Ak, ELTRT —EIE, FHAE
Nt k, =T TR ETT —H
—V9 4.

— BRIz, T4, MENEE, BER
MAMR., LR LMY, KNE 27
FkT &, NECEERLBERE,

rose up early in the morning and built an altar at the base
of the mountain and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of
Israel”—EXxo. 24:4:

A. The altar points to the need for redemption, termination, and
replacement; because we are fallen, sinful, and corrupt, we need
redemption and termination, and we also need to be replaced by Christ.
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The pillars signify that after God’s people have been redeemed,
terminated, and replaced at the altar, they can become the testimony
of God, reflecting what He is.

The blood comes from the sacrifices offered on the altar; it was the
blood, not the altar or the pillars, that made effective the enactment of
the law—wv. 4-8.

We need to see God’s intention in decreeing the law:

In decreeing the law, God'’s intention was to reveal to His chosen and
redeemed people what kind of God He is; as the testimony of God,
the law is a portrait or photograph of God (16:34; 25:21); therefore,
the first function of the law is to reveal that God is a God of holiness,
righteousness, love, and light.

The second function of the law is to cause His people to realize that
they are fallen and far away from God:

It was not God’s intention to have His people observe the law that He
decreed; it is impossible for fallen, sinful, and corrupted people to keep the
law—cf. Rom. 3:20.

The intention of God in decreeing the law was different from the intention
of those who received it; the intention of those who received the law was to
keep it—Exo. 24:3, 7.

It is only through the redeeming blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19), the blood of the
covenant, that God’s people are ushered into the Holy of Holies to contact
God and have God infused into them (Heb. 10:19-20).

Day 3

18 ZAVLMA L a9 o 5av 9@k (F] V. We need to see the relationship between the redeeming

) Z XA

—O—hAFEFIIIL -8 ME-5F3371

blood and the presence of God:
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— BRI A LAMAETIA—M, £HE,. A Moseswas fallen, sinful, and corrupt, just as all the other children of Israel
o HWORey; it h L+ R A, 1% were; he could stay in the presence of God and be infused with God on the
AT @ AT AT IEN TR AR, R mountaintop for forty days to become God’s reflection because God had
AAAE N T B fe; XA EHT L the redeeming blood in view; this was the reason that the skin of Moses’
B @ R LR R B — = w9 27 ~ 35, face glowed when he descended from the mountain—Exo. 34:27-35.

R REANEZ, KB AHEFE0Y B, The only one qualified to enter the Holy of Holies and come to the Ark with
FRAREE, 77 AW AH LT HIEZ A, the expiation cover was the one who brought with him the redeeming blood
Xt R 242 fe, EBHFNEXH, from the outer court; this blood, which was the blood of the covenant, brought
Ay @ AT—A o< 11 ~ 16: people into the Holy of Holies to enter into God's presence—Lev. 16:11-16:

1ERE, METTZL=F_t+ATAAMEKNLFEEL 1 That expiation cover, corresponding to the propitiation place in Romans
TR, RN E, RAEEFAEA N L E 3:25 and Hebrews 9:5, was the lid of the Ark; it signifies Christ as the cover
AR S, BAEAY B P BRI R AL, Ak of God’s righteous law and also as the place where God meets with His
ML ER T —h =817, 22, redeemed people and speaks to them in grace—Exo. 25:17, 22.

2R, XA LEGERSE, FTHRLGERE, 2. Hence, the expiation cover on the Ark in the Holy of Holies equals the
EANAELE KA R ZGEF; NAER L6454, throne of grace, the very Christ who dwells in our spirit; the pure gold of
FAEA B4 09y F R —R W 16, which the cover was made signifies Christ’s pure divine nature—Heb. 4:16.

AV EIE R E Ak fab R 5rbgFT R4, 3. That God met with His people and spoke to them from above the expiation
AL E, FAEAY A ARVE A L AE Z AR T 8 09 2B cover and between the cherubim signifies that God meets with us and
2, 5&Mtes, a&MilE—d =222, 5456 speaks to us in the propitiating Christ as His testimony—Exo. 25:22; cf. 2
=8~11, 18, Cor. 3:8-11, 18.

4R, BRLZERAEEFDBAES LR MR, (£ 4. Thus, the expiation cover with the blood of the sacrifices sprinkled on it on
+5514~15, 29 ~30, ) WL TR A the Day of Expiation (Lev. 16:14-15, 29-30) portrays the redeeming Christ
B, AREAEZRBGLE, TEERGREARS in His humanity and the shining Christ in His divinity as the place where
A3 ZAlL RABGAMAR, FOTHBLIERT, fallen sinners can meet with the righteous, holy, and glorious God and hear
o ARV FEALARAE Ay BB GG AP PT3EE, JFARAT X His word, thereby being infused with God as grace and receiving vision,
%, BaAedss—H =2 20 ~ 22, revelation, and instruction from Him—Exo. 25:20-22.

B Day 4
[ B 0 fn il A7 690 Ao Ay 9.0 &, Bk, VI. Moses was a man who knew God’s heart and His intention;

k) I ETRRRBEHE AECTIANN ER,
7% Z BB E AV YO B

—O—hAFEFIIIL -8 ME-5F4T71

therefore, he enacted the law not according to the intention
of the children of Israel but according to the intention of God:

2015 Summer Training - Message 8 Outline - Page 4



— M T XA TANITRE, RE4baks
L, BAPRSY, HAZEE, LR, KR
(EALBRELLY) , HATHREE R4 a9
T An B o

AV T At R 25, ko) f &7 4
M B Ay @ a7, HATA A LAY, EX
At B AN Rl A RRAR T, fEAYER
WAE, FEAAYZ PR IR B

It

I

FTOBHRMARD T HKE, #2148 A
8, BFAERM, FreKMNFIGAT; A
BEH—AFERMNER. i, HETH
89 B Ao AL #.

W BRI T, KA A B AP & AT,
EMPABHAAC T H: HBHFhEdIn
Je B i dEAY 2o !

B EEEMNA HA e 2 HREZA . F XA
PLUBAY B, BAVEAER T, AR
AAETF, AME L,

N ORAMET T R F LAY, A CAAE KA
WAy, (L5567, B==14, ) #
BBt &MeyE K, (HEL3I7~39, @
10, 14, AT+ =13 ) KAVEHCH. "B,
F LA, FE T AR

X RAZZLHNERRN, AFFH—HE
GEEIECENY

—O—hAFEFIIIL -8 ME-5FE53

. God’s way was to reveal what He is and then to show the people

that, in His sight, they were fallen, sinful, and corrupted (altogether
hopeless and helpless) and that they desperately needed His
redemption and forgiveness.

. After they received redemption and forgiveness, the redeeming blood

would bring them into God'’s presence where they could contact Him,
receive Him into them, and be constituted into pillars as a living
testimony of God, a reflection of what He is.

. The Lord has accomplished redemption for us, and His blood is

available to cleanse us and bring us into His presence; now He is
waiting for us to repent, turn to Him, and receive His redemption and
forgiveness.

. According to the revelation in the New Testament, we are not only

brought into God’s presence—we are brought into God Himself; the
redeeming and cleansing blood brings us into God!

. This gives us the ground and standing to receive God, to enjoy God,

and to eat and drink of God; eventually, by partaking of God in this
way, we will become pillars, His living testimony.

. The way to become pillars is the way of enjoying God; it is the

way of eating of Him as our life supply (John 6:57; Rev. 22:14)
and drinking of Him as our living water (John 7:37-39; 4:10, 14;
1 Cor. 12:13); by eating and drinking Him, we enjoy Him and are
constituted with Him.

. This is a basic principle of the divine economy that operates in the

universe unto this day:
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1. The basic concept of God’s economy is not that God’s people should keep

the law; the law was decreed by God not that His people might observe
it but that through it they might come to know God in a positive way and
know themselves in a negative way.

. Having a proper knowledge of God and of themselves, they would then repent

and receive God’s redemption through the redeeming blood, and they would
be brought into the presence of God to receive the infusion of God to become
pillars as a living testimony and reflection of what God is—cf. Rom. 8:4.

Day 5&Day 6

VII. The blood of the covenant is primarily for God to be our
portion for our enjoyment—cf. Psa. 27:4; 1 Cor. 2:9; Heb.
10:19-20:

A. In the new covenant God gives us forgiveness, life, salvation, and all
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spiritual, heavenly, and divine blessings.

. When this new covenant is given to us, it is a cup, a portion for us:

“This cup is the new covenant established in My blood, which is being
poured out for you”—Luke 22:20:

. The Lord shed His blood, God established the covenant, and we enjoy the

cup, in which God and all that is of Him are our portion—1 Cor. 10:16a.

. The blood is the price that Christ paid for us, the covenant is the title deed

that God made for us, and the cup is the portion that we receive from God.

“In this portion we have God, / Whom we lost thru Adam’s fall; / By the
shedding of Thy blood, / God becomes our all in all. / In this portion all we
have—/ Life and peace, redemption sure; / All that God has planned and
willed, / In this portion we secure”—Hymns, #223, stanza 3.
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W o&E, AEMR, #RLHFLHHHR, (K= VIII.Eventually, the blood of Christ as the blood of the new
28, %20, ) femeyFRIFEHTHE covenant (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20) ushers God’s people
FWMEE, AZXAHE, Ko, A, A4 into the better things of the new covenant, in which God
R, EmaaeE (BwaRLRE, gives His people a new heart, a new spirit, His Spirit, the
Ao, BMHAE) | ABRINRMH A4 inner law of life (denoting God Himself with His nature,
PR oAby T R (IR=—33~34, %4 life, attributes, and virtues), and the ability of life to know
=Z5526~27, AA10~12, ) God (Jer. 31:33-34; Ezek. 36:26-27; Heb. 8:10-12).

MRS, A, ARKLDEL, (& IX. Ultimately, the blood of the new covenant, the eternal
+=120, ) T RAEFT A, (Ju  covenant (13:20), enables God’s people to serve Him (9:14)
14, ) FF¥54¥ 69 F K AT 38 5T A9 AF A1 and leads God'’s people into the full enjoyment of God as
gy (AagifetaK) G2 HFT their portion (as the tree of life and the water of life) both
2, OMRANHEF K, (B k14, now and for eternity (Rev. 7:14, 17; 22:1-2, 14, 17).

17, —=1~2, 14, 17, )
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« WEEK 8 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:8 So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people and said,
Here is the blood of the covenant, which Jehovah has made with you in
accordance with all these words.

Luke 22:20 And similarly the cup after they had dined, saying, This cup is the
new covenant established in My blood, which is being poured out for you.

Many Christians may not be familiar with the term “the blood of the
covenant” found in Exodus 24:8. This expression is also used by the Lord
Jesus in Matthew 26:28. Even readers of the Bible who are familiar with the
term “the blood of the covenant” may not know the true significance of it. This
matter comes from the heart of God. However, it has no place in the heart of
the natural man. Certain things found in the Bible may correspond to what is in
our heart. For this reason, when we come across these things in the Word, we
automatically pay attention to them. Other matters, however, are far beyond
our concept. When we read of them in the Word, we may not be impressed.
This is the case with the blood of the covenant. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 915)

Today’s Reading

Why did Moses in Exodus 24:8 speak of the blood of the covenant? Why
did the Lord Jesus say on the night He was betrayed, “This is My blood of the
covenant, which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matt.
26:28)? The Lord’s word here seems to be at least a reference to Exodus 24:8.
Luke 22:20 speaks of the new covenant. This indicates that in Exodus 24:8 we
have the blood of the old covenant and that in Matthew 26:28 and Luke 22:20
we have the blood of the new covenant. Both for the Old Testament and the
New Testament the blood was necessary.

We may realize that the blood is the redeeming blood, the cleansing blood, the
sanctifying blood, and the blood which overcomes the enemy. But have you ever
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paid attention to the fact that the blood is also called the blood of the covenant?
This is a matter of great significance. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 915-916)

In His ascension Christ has become the Mediator, the Executor, of the new
covenant, the new testament, which He bequeathed to us by His death (Heb. 8:6;
9:15)....Christ is also the surety, the pledge that everything in the new covenant
will be fulfilled (Heb. 7:22). (The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the
High Peak of the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, p. 19)

Christ has been called by Jehovah to be a covenant for the people, that is,
for Israel (Isa. 42:6b; 49:8b; Heb. 7:22). The covenant is the legal agreement
between God and His people (cf. Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12). Through the death
of Christ, the covenant became a testament, a will (Heb. 9:16-17 and footnote 1
on v. 16). Christ enacted the new covenant (which became the new testament—
the will) with His blood according to God’s righteousness through His redeeming
death (Matt. 26:28; Luke 22:20; Heb. 9:15). In resurrection Christ became the
reality of all the bequests of the new testament and the Mediator, the Executor,
to execute the new testament according to God’s righteousness (Heb. 8:6; 9:15;
12:24). Therefore, Christ is the new covenant as the new testament.

Christ, as the embodiment of the riches of the Godhead (Col. 2:9; 1:19) and
as the crucified and resurrected One, has become the covenant of God given to
His people. He is the reality of all that God is and of all that God has given us.
God’s salvation, God’s righteousness, God’s justification, God’s forgiveness,
God’s redemption, God’s riches, and all God has and will do have been
covenanted to us. As the reality of all the bequests in the new testament, Christ,
who is the all-inclusive, life-giving, indwelling, consummated Spirit (1 Cor.
15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17; Rom. 8:9-11), is in our spirit and has become one spirit with
us (2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17). As a covenant Christ is the surety (Heb. 7:22), and
the Spirit is the pledge (2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:14), to guarantee that God embodied
in Christ is the inheritance to His people (Rom. 8:17a; Acts 26:18 and footnote
6). (Isa. 42:6, footnote 1)

Further Reading: The Practical Way to Live a Life according to the High
Peak of the Divine Revelation in the Holy Scriptures, ch. 1

2015 Summer Training - Message 8 Morning Revival - Page 2



F)\E

RMIRFE

- IS

b —v9 4 ~5“BEEFINF L@ iEE B T ik
FHFALKR, ELTRT — IR, FHEAET
+T—X 0k, =T TARAET; XATRAET)
A ag S AEBES, LIl edi 44
P, 7

BBt OFE L RMNAREENF ., £EZ
AT, AP T R AEINABERMNGREE D
M TR, BERF S EENTXERMNRIAN
AL AE. BOLXABMNEEEG T
ik RZ, MR T — Bz, LLE, IE-ENEEM,
1R, BRHhE5EIAHLEE? ENELEXFE,
HEMBEEIR—R 2580 X, N4, BEHH
R, A ARR—RIE? SRR g, T
%, MEHENEL. BAEEKMNALEE, LR LKIR,
BMEEZHKIEHFKT L, ZNLUEERABMH
(B rgiete4z, —O~~E2—0~ER) .

[EREE

BERE T+ ARETF, RERET] T = Tk,
XA FIEAREIE, WO BUAEARENERZTHK
e, T &, MIMBZE, LAy LIE, &
BB 7 6 BT 2

BB T OESFH, “BHFEL—FBEAER
v, —¥@Aazt, T AMCEHFERL, BEAT
Frvh, Bl hmnisaty b, B, “HR,
RS2l h, ” bR A RO AR
R, NERE, OIAEHET, 75 AWffEk
BIF R AR DM ARL T R A, Xk B Ak

O hAFEFIIIG-FEEREMES-E3 1

<« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:4-5 And Moses wrote down all the words of Jehovah. And he rose
up early in the morning and built an altar at the base of the mountain and
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the
children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings
of bulls to Jehovah.

In Exodus 24 we have the enactment of the law. Prior to this, the law was
decreed by God and, through Moses as their representative, it was received by
the children of Israel....Moses enacted the law in a way that was quite different
from what we would expect according to the natural concept. Instead of
charging the people to observe the law of God, Moses built an altar. An altar,
no doubt, is for sacrifices. But what have sacrifices to do with the law? If we
consider this matter, we shall realize that the law does not necessarily involve
sacrifices. Why, then, in the enactment of the law did Moses build an altar? The
altar points to the need for redemption, termination, and replacement. Because
we are fallen, sinful, and corrupt, we need redemption and termination. We
also need to be replaced by Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 916)

Today’s Reading

Moses also built twelve pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.
These pillars indicate, or signify, that after God’s people have been redeemed,
terminated, and replaced at the altar, they can become the testimony of God
reflecting what He is.

Exodus 24:6 says, “And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins,
and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.” We have seen that, according
to verse 8, Moses also sprinkled the blood on the people and said, “Here is the
blood of the covenant.” To be sure, the blood came from the sacrifices offered
on the altar. It was the blood and neither the altar nor the pillars which made
effective the enactment of the law. The covenant was established by the blood
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which came from the sacrifices offered on the altar. Thus, the altar with the
sacrifices produced the blood for the enactment of the law. In the enactment of
the law, the blood is the focus.

Apparently the altar, the pillars, the sacrifices, and the blood are not related
in any way to the law. Why did Moses use all these things when he enacted the
law? What Moses did in Exodus 24 is related to God’s economy.

We [have] placed great emphasis on the fact that it was not God'’s intention
to have His people observe the law He decreed. It is impossible for fallen, sinful,
and corrupted people to keep the law. They simply do not have the ability
to observe the law of God. Even though God did not intend for the people to
keep the law, they presumed that since God had given them His law, they were
expected to keep it. Exodus 24:3 says, “All the people answered with one voice
and said, All the words which Jehovah has spoken we will do.” According to
verse 7, the people promised, “All that Jehovah has spoken we will do, and we
will be obedient.” Here we see two different intentions. The intention of God in
decreeing the law was different from the intention of the people who received
it. These two intentions did not correspond to each other.

If it was not God’s intention that His people observe the law decreed by
Him, then what was His intention in giving them His law? In decreeing the law,
God’s intention was to reveal to His chosen and redeemed people what kind
of God He is. This is the reason the law of God is called the testimony. As the
testimony of God, the law is a portrait or photograph of God. Therefore, the
first function of the law is to reveal God.

The second function of God’s law is to cause His people to realize that they
are fallen and far away from God. As a sinful and corrupt people, it is not
possible for them to please God. They need the Lord’s redemption. Only through
the redeeming blood can they have contact with God. If through redemption
God'’s people are brought to Him and have contact with Him, they will then have
God infused into them. The more contact they have with God, the more they will
receive the infusion of God. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 916-918)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 78
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 34:28-29 And [Moses] was there with Jehovah forty days and forty
nights....And He wrote upon the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten
Commandments. And when Moses came down from Mount Sinai—and the
two tablets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from
the mountain—Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone by reason
of His speaking with him.

As the representative of the children of Israel, Moses was brought into the
presence of God and stayed there for quite a time....Moses was fallen, sinful,
and corrupt, just as all the other children of Israel were. Then how could
such a sinful person stay in the presence of God on the mountaintop for a
period of forty days? Moses could remain in God’s presence because God
had the redeeming blood in view. The blood was the ground which enabled
God to permit Moses to come into His presence and stay there. This means
that under the redeeming blood Moses could come into the presence of God.
(Life-study of Exodus, p. 918)

Today’s Reading

We can prove that it was through the redeeming blood that Moses came into
the presence of God by considering the various aspects of the tabernacle and the
outer court. Inside the Holy of Holies was the Ark with the expiation cover (mercy
seat). God was on the expiation cover, which was over the Ark. The law was in the
Ark. In the Holy Place there were the showbread table, the lampstand, and the
incense altar, and in the outer court there were the brass altar and the laver. The
children of Israel were not permitted to come into the Holy Place, much less to
pass through the veil and enter into the Holy of Holies to stand before the expiation
cover. The expiation cover equals the throne of grace spoken of in Hebrews 4:16:
“Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that we may
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receive mercy and may find grace for timely help.” Although we may come forward
boldly to the throne of grace, the children of Israel were not permitted to touch the
expiation cover. The penalty for doing so would have been death. Aaron’s sons,
Nadab and Abihu, were slain because they “presented strange fire before Jehovah”
(Lev. 10:1). In burning incense, they used fire from a source other than the altar.
Who then was qualified to enter the Holy of Holies and touch the expiation cover?
The only one qualified to do this was the one who brought with him the redeeming
blood from the altar in the outer court. First the blood of the sin offering was shed
on the altar. Then this blood was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on
the expiation cover. This blood, which is the blood of the covenant, brought God’s
people into His presence. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 918-919)

The expiation cover, mentioned in Hebrews 9:5 and corresponding to
the propitiation place in Romans 3:25, was the lid of the Ark. It signifies
Christ as the cover of God'’s righteous law and also as the place where God
meets with His redeemed people and speaks to them in grace (Exo. 25:22).
Hence, the expiation cover on the Ark in the Holy of Holies equals the throne
of grace, the very Christ who dwells in our spirit (Heb. 4:16 and footnote
1). According to Revelation 8:3, it is also the throne of God’s authority, the
throne of the divine administration. The pure gold of which the cover was
made signifies Christ’s pure divine nature. (Exo. 25:17, footnote 1)

That God met with His people and spoke to them from above the expiation
cover and between the cherubim signifies that God meets with us and speaks
to us in the propitiating Christ and in the glory expressed in the propitiating
Christ as His testimony (cf. 2 Cor. 3:8-11, 18). Thus, the expiation cover with
the blood of the sacrifices sprinkled on it on the Day of Expiation (Lev. 16:14-
15, 29-30) portrays the redeeming Christ in His humanity and the shining
Christ in His divinity as the place where fallen sinners can meet with the
righteous, holy, and glorious God and hear His word, thereby being infused
with God as grace and receiving vision, revelation, and instruction from Him.
(Exo. 25:22, footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 33, “The Normal Christian Life,” ch. 1
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:4 And Moses wrote down all the words of Jehovah. And he...built an
altar at the base of the mountain and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of
Israel.

6 And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he
sprinkled on the altar.

Moses was a man who knew God'’s heart and His intention. Therefore, he
enacted the law not according to the intention of the children of Israel, but
according to the intention of God. No matter how foolish and ignorant the
children of Israel were, Moses nevertheless enacted the law according to God’s
way. God’s way was to show the people that, in His sight, they were fallen,
sinful, and corrupted and that they desperately needed God’s redemption and
forgiveness. God, of course, was willing to redeem the people and to forgive
their sins. After they received redemption and forgiveness, the redeeming blood
would bring them into God’s presence where they could contact Him, receive
Him into them, and be constituted into pillars as a living testimony of God, a
reflection of what He is. This is a basic principle which operates in the universe
unto this day. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 920)

Today’s Reading

According to this basic principle of the divine economy, the Bible first
reveals to us what God is. Second, the Bible enables us to realize that we are
fallen, sinful, corrupted, altogether hopeless and helpless. However, the Lord
has accomplished redemption for us, and His blood is available to cleanse us
and bring us into His presence. Now He is waiting for us to repent, turn to Him,
and receive His redemption and forgiveness. According to the revelation in the
New Testament, we are not only brought into God’s presence—we are brought
into God Himself. Oh, the redeeming and cleansing blood brings us into God!
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This gives us the ground and the standing to receive God, to enjoy God, and
to eat and drink of God. Eventually, by partaking of God in this way, we shall
become pillars, His living testimony.

The way to become such a pillar is the way of enjoyment; it is the way of
eating of Him as our life supply and drinking of Him as our living water. By
eating and drinking Him we enjoy Him and are constituted of Him. This is
God’s economy according to the revelation in the Word of God.

The enactment of the law in Exodus 24 was fully according to God’s
economy. The principle is the same with the Bible as a whole. Just as the
children of Israel were foolish in promising to obey all that the Lord had
spoken, so many of today’s Christians...think that the commandments
contained in the Word are for them to keep. For example, in Ephesians 5:22
and 25 Paul charges wives to submit to their husbands and husbands to love
their wives. However, no husband is truly able to love his wife, and no wife can
submit to her husband....Rather, every wife is stubborn and rebellious, and
every husband is full of love for himself. Thus, we simply are not able to observe
the commandments found in the Bible. Instead of trying to carry out these
commandments, we should confess, in the light of the revelation in the Bible,
that we are fallen, sinful, and corrupt. We need to be convinced, convicted,
and subdued so that we may repent and receive God’s salvation. Then the
redeeming blood of Christ will bring us into the Triune God, and we shall be
infused with Him to become pillars. Only such pillars can love their wives or
submit to their husbands.

The basic concept of God’s economy...is not that God’s people should keep
the law. The law was decreed by God not that His people might observe it,
but that through it they might come to know God in a positive way and know
themselves in a negative way. Having a proper knowledge of God and of
themselves, they would then repent and receive God’s redemption. Through the
redeeming blood, they would be brought into the presence of God to receive the
infusion of God to become pillars as a living testimony and reflection of what
God is. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 920-922)

Further Reading: Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 46
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 26:28 For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for
many for forgiveness of sins.

Rev. 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to
the tree of life and may enter by the gates into the city.

The Lord’s blood, having satisfied God’s righteousness, enacted the new
covenant. In this new covenant God gives us forgiveness, life, salvation, and
all spiritual, heavenly, and divine blessings. When this new covenant is given
to us, it is a cup (Luke 22:20), a portion for us. The Lord shed His blood, God
established the covenant, and we enjoy the cup, in which God and all that is of
Him are our portion. The blood is the price that Christ paid for us, the covenant
is the title deed that God made for us, and the cup is the portion that we receive
from God. (Matt. 26:28, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

The blood of the sacrifices in the Old Testament typifies the blood of Christ.
The blood of Christ is the blood of the new covenant (Matt. 26:28). This blood
has done many wonderful things for us.

The blood of Christ has redeemed us. First Peter 1:18 and 19 say that we
have been redeemed with the precious blood of Christ.

After man fell, the way to the tree of life was closed. Genesis 3:24 says that
God placed at the east of the garden of Eden “cherubim and a flaming sword
which turned in every direction to guard the way to the tree of life.” Hallelujah,
the blood of Christ brings us back to the tree of life!...[Revelation 22:14] refers
to the enjoyment of Christ in eternity. But we can share in this enjoyment even
today. Through the blood of Christ, we may enjoy the tree of life, which is God
Himself as life to us.
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The blood of Christ also leads the believers to the waters of life. In John
7:37 the Lord Jesus said that all those who thirst may come to Him and drink.
Eventually, out of our innermost being will flow rivers of living water. We all
have experienced drinking the water of life through the blood of Christ. Day
by day, because of His blood, we may eat of the tree of life and drink of the
water of life. According to Revelation 7:14, those who have “washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” will be guided by the Lamb to
“springs of waters of life” (v. 17). This indicates that for eternity we shall enjoy
the living water through the blood of Christ.

Hebrews 10:19 and 20 say, “Having therefore, brothers, boldness for
entering the Holy of Holies in the blood of Jesus, which entrance He initiatied
for us as a new and living way through the veil, that is, His flesh.”...From
Hebrews 10:19 and 20 we see that the blood of Jesus opens the way for us to
come into the Holy of Holies. Because the Lord has opened the way and brings
us in, we may enjoy God in the Holy of Holies and daily be infused with Him.

Hebrews 9:14 says, “How much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” The blood of Christ makes
it possible for us to serve the living God. How could we serve God if we were
still dead? There is no way for lifeless people to serve the living God. Praise
Him that through the redeeming blood we have life and have been brought into
His presence to serve Him!

Finally, the blood of Christ brings us into the temple of God, where we shall
enjoy Him for eternity. Those who are brought into God’s temple through the
cleansing of the blood of Christ are pictured in Revelation 7:15 and 16: “Because
of this they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His
temple; and He who sits upon the throne will tabernacle over them. They will
not hunger anymore, neither will they thirst anymore, neither will the sun beat
upon them, nor any heat.” This is the eternal enjoyment of God in His temple
made possible because of the blood of Christ, the blood of the new covenant.
This precious blood brings us into the enjoyment of God Himself as our life and
life supply for eternity. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 928-930)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 79
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 7:14 ...And he said to me, These are those who come out of the great
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

17 For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and
guide them to springs of waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.

What blessings we have by this blood [of the covenant]! We have God
Himself, the divine life, the divine nature, the inward law of life, and the ability
of life to know God [Jer. 31:33-34]. The blood of the covenant brings us into
the presence of God, into the infusion of God, and into the eternal enjoyment of
God. What we experience today is a foretaste of the full enjoyment to come.

The blood of Christ is not only the cleansing blood, the blood which washes
us from our sins. It is the blood of the covenant which brings us into God, into
the divine life and nature, into the inward law of life and the ability of life to
know God, and into the infusion, transfusion, and enjoyment of God both now
and in eternity. This is the function of the blood of the covenant.

Hebrews 13:20 says, “Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal
covenant.” This verse indicates that it was in the blood of the eternal covenant
that God raised Christ from among the dead. All that God has ordained has
been covenanted to be our portion. This portion is actually God Himself with
His nature, life, attributes, and virtues. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 930)

Today’s Reading

According to Jeremiah 31 and Ezekiel 36, God promised to impart His
law into us, to change our heart, to regenerate our spirit, and to put His
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Spirit within us. As a result, we have the inward law, which is actually
God Himeself, to produce in us not only what God requires, but also what
God is. This was the reason the Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “You
therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).
When the divine life within us grows to perfection, we shall be perfect
even as our Father is perfect.

The blood of the covenant is not mainly for forgiveness; it is primarily for
God to be our portion. God has ordained and predestinated us to enjoy Him.
This enjoyment has also been covenanted to us....This covenant...was enacted by
the blood of Jesus Christ, the blood which brings us into all the divine blessings.
According to Matthew 26:28, the Lord Jesus took the cup and said, “This is My
blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”
According to Luke 22:20, the Lord Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant
established in My blood.” In 1 Corinthians 10:16 Paul refers to the cup as the
“cup of blessing.” This cup of blessing is the covenant enacted by the blood. The
blood of the new covenant is the blood which enacted the covenant of blessing.
The covenant is the cup and also the blessing as our portion. This portion is God
Himself for our enjoyment. This concept of the blood far surpasses our natural
understanding. Yes, the blood cleanses us from our sins. But even more important
than this, the blood brings us into the very God who is our portion for us to enjoy.

In Revelation 7 those who have “washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb” are before the throne of God, in the temple of God, and
are brought to springs of waters of life [vv. 14, 17]. Furthermore, Revelation
22:14 says, “Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right
to the tree of life and may enter by the gates into the city.” Here we see that
through the washing of the blood, we have the right to come to the tree of life
and enter into the city, New Jerusalem. The tree of life and the city are the
ultimate aspects of God as our portion. If we view the Bible as a whole, we shall
see that the blood of the covenant brings us into the full enjoyment of God as
our portion both now and forever. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 932-934)

Further Reading: Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 47
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WEEK 8 — HYMN
Hymns, #551

1

I've believed the true report,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

[ have passed the outer court,
O glory be to God!

I am all on Jesus’ side,

On the altar sanctified,

To the world and sin I've died,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

[ have passed the riven veil,
Here the glories never fail,
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

[ am living in the presence of the King.

2

I'm a king and priest to God,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

By the cleansing of the blood,
O glory be to God!

By the Spirit’s pow’r and light,
[ am living day and night,

In the holiest place so bright,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

3

[ have passed the outer veil,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

Which did once God’s light conceal,
0 glory be to God!

But the blood has brought me in
To God’s holiness so clean,

Where there’s death to self and sin,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

4

I'm within the holiest pale,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!

[ have passed the inner veil,
0 glory be to God!

[ am sanctified to God

By the power of the blood,
Now the Lord is my abode,
Hallelujah to the Lamb!
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IR Bt (Z) Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
% LR Message Nine
—F ZREAF R, Keeping Feasts unto God Three Times a Year
MEALELRE Typifying the Full Enjoyment
it 0 F X = —AF of the Triune God in Christ
R H_=14~19LE MEIA7 ~8 - +HA  Scripture Reading: Exo. 23:14-19a; 1 Cor. 5:7-8; 15:20, 23, 45b; Rom. 8:23;
20:23-45F - Z)N\23 - 14 mMm=14" Acts 2:1, 4; Gal. 3:14; Rev. 21:2-3
E_—2~3
R Outline
B — Day 1
T “—F =Kk, KEHMARTH” —H L "Three times a year you shall hold a feast to Me"—Exo.
—=14: 23:14:

— X =ZRAMEBEF; (F+5x1~8; ) 4% A These times were the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Deut. 16:1-8); the
HH, BPEEH (9~12) A F; WA Feast of the Harvest, that is, the Feast of Weeks (vv. 9-12), or the
BAAE T, BPAEMT., (A ==34, ¥ Feast of Pentecost; and the Feast of Ingathering, that is, the Feast of
+5513~15, ) Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34; Deut. 16:13-15).

— —FZxeipFRET, MAALABEZLH  B. Keeping these feasts unto God three times a year typifies the full
WEZ = —M—HE+= 14, enjoyment of the Triune God in Christ—2 Cor. 13:14.

ANTFHRET (P1+51~8) MA#EAEF Il.Keeping the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Deut. 16:1-8)
THEBELREOEGE N, Fh—W  typifies the purging away of all sinful things through the
A REOFH—E =15 enjoyment of Christ as the sinless life supply—Exo. 23:15:

"O—hAFEFIIIL -F9ORBM MNE-F1RI 2015 Summer Training - Message 9 Outline - Page 1



— UREFIAEFRENLH, TRGETHE
%: FRE, AT ERBH L ——T =
15~20, +=6~7, K= 17,

Z REFNAPIRT LA BGY, X EIERN L
IRATAT BT A0, SAAEAT 2, %
AEFLGRE—H+=7, +=19, %4
7L, k+=1~2_L:

1 A2 RAATHREET

2BMNERTLRBEHRNE, AR EATFRZIRE
ES—dh+ =19, #haTH 13,

= ABEREBMNG BB, A RESFE, LIF
Byt st XA, FHEH
TERR—T ~8

)pl _—

1 MR BYE—09%%, LA R R LB G T AR B BiX
AT, AELRRAES,

2 FUBEBERAE T IR 69 B 0 B A A X Sk 6943 2
2o, AR (L) ok, ABL2 LG, £
B R XY, 1ERMNLEE.

3 Y KAELTHEBERMGAEAG—LEG LS, 1EA
W A G, XA GIAE R E,

W AMABEHREFTGENRE (BB L
ME) , MR Z B R RZ A, AiZATH,
FeEABFHANEGFEOHE—F T+ =
16, 18 ~19,

)n[ _

—O—hAFEFIIL -F9RE ME-5F207

. The children of Israel were to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread

for seven days as a continuation of the Feast of the Passover; actually,
the Feast of the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread are one—
12:15-20; 13:6-7; Matt. 26:17.

. No leaven was to be seen with the children of Israel; this signifies

that we must deal with the sin of which we are conscious, with any
sin that is manifested, that is seen—Exo. 13:7; 12:19; 1 Cor. 5:7a; Heb.
12:1-2a:

. To deal with manifested sin is to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

. If we tolerate sin once it is exposed, we will lose the enjoyment of the

fellowship of God's people—Exo. 12:19; 1 Cor. 5:13.

. Christ is our unleavened bread, our sinless life supply of sincerity and

truth, absolutely pure, without mixture, and full of reality—vv. 7-8:

Day 2

. The only way to eliminate sin is to daily eat Christ as the crucified,

resurrected, and sinless life, signified by the unleavened bread.

. The unleavened bread signifies the sinless Christ who is to be dispensed into

us, His believers, as the unleavened (sinless) element; as the unleavened
bread, Christ is the spiritual and divine food that makes us unleavened.

. When we take Christ as our life—an unleavened life, a purifying life—this

life purifies us.

. The entire period of our Christian life (signified by the seven days),

from the day of our conversion to the day of our rapture, should be a
feast, the enjoyment of Christ as the rich supply of life—Exo. 12:16,
18-19.

Day 3
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M1,
of Pentecost—typifies the enjoyment of the firstfruits of the
Spirit of the resurrected Christ—Exo. 23:16a; Rom. 8:23:

A.

As the unleavened bread, Christ is for us to live a pure church life—1
Cor. 5:7-8:

In the church there should be no leaven, which in the Bible signifies all
negative things, such as wrong doctrines and practices, evil deeds, and
sinful things.

We need to be a new lump (v. 7)—the church, composed of believers in
their new nature.

The Feast of the Harvest—the Feast of Weeks, or the Feast

In the Old Testament type the firstfruits signify the resurrected
Christ (1 Cor. 15:20, 23) offered to God on the day of His
resurrection (John 20:17), typified in Leviticus 23:10-11 by the
firstfruits offered to God on the day after the Sabbath, the day of
Christ's resurrection (Matt. 28:1):

Romans 8:23 and 1 Corinthians 15:23 indicate that the firstfruits of the
Spirit are Christ; the firstfruits typify Christ in resurrection, and this
resurrected Christ is the Spirit.

The type in the Old Testament of the Feast of the Harvest indicates that as
the fulfillment of this feast, the resurrected Christ is the Spirit.

The Spirit who came down on the day of Pentecost was the very Christ as
the firstfruits offered to God:

Without the firstfruits in the Old Testament, there would have been no
Feast of the Harvest, and without the Spirit in the New Testament, there
would have been no Pentecost.

The Spirit who came on the day of Pentecost is the fulfillment of the
firstfruits offered to God in the Old Testament—the resurrected Christ as
the life-giving Spirit—v. 45b.
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. On the day of Pentecost, which was exactly fifty days from the day

of Christ's resurrection, the Spirit as the full issue of the resurrected
Christ was poured out on the church (Acts 2:1-4); this indicates that
the resurrected Christ became the Spirit poured out on His believers
for their full enjoyment (1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17).

Day 4

. The Feast of the Harvest typifies the enjoyment of the rich produce

brought in by the resurrected Christ—Eph. 3:8; 1 Cor. 15:45b:

. This rich produce is the all-inclusive Spirit of the processed Triune God,

given by Him to His chosen people as the blessing of the gospel so that
they may enjoy the all-inclusive Christ (the embodiment of the riches of
the Triune God) as their good land—Gal. 3:14.

. This signifies that the believers, by receiving the bountiful Spirit on the day of

Pentecost, not only have entered into the good land but also have participated
in the bountiful riches of the all-inclusive Christ (Eph. 3:8) in His resurrection
and ascension, as God's full allotment in His New Testament economy.

IV. The Feast of Ingathering, the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev.

23:34; Deut. 16:13-15), is the consummation of the harvest—
Exo. 23:16b:

A. The Feast of Tabernacles typifies, first, the coming millennium as a

dispensational, joyful blessing for God's redeemed people, including
the overcomers and the saved Israelites, to enjoy with God on the
restored earth—Lev. 23:34, 39:

. The millennium will come after the harvest of what God desires to obtain on

earth through the three dispensations before the millennium—the dispensation
before the law (from Adam to Moses—Rom. 5:14), the dispensation of the law
(from Moses to Christ's first coming—John 1:17), and the dispensation of the
church (from Pentecost to Christ's second coming—Acts 1:11).
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C.

The millennium, the age of the kingdom (Rev. 20:4, 6), will be the fourth
and final dispensation of the old heaven and the old earth; it will usher in
the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem for eternity (21:1-3).

Ultimately, the eternal Feast of Tabernacles will be the enjoyment
in the New Jerusalem, the eternal tabernacle (vv. 2-3), in the new
heaven and new earth by all of God's people as the consummation of
the harvest of their experience of God.

Day 5

The Feast of Tabernacles, a feast of enjoyment and satisfaction,
signifies the consummation of God's full salvation organically:

After the harvest of their crops from the good land, the children of Israel
observed the Feast of Tabernacles to worship God and enjoy what they had
reaped; their coming together was a picture of blending—Deut. 16:13-15.

The last yearly feast for blending was in the fall after the harvest for the
children of Israel to enjoy their produce from the harvest of the good land
in their praise to God with adoration, to bless God and speak well of God.

God ordained the Feast of Tabernacles so that the children of
Israel would remember how their fathers, while wandering in the
wilderness, had lived in tents (Lev. 23:39-43), expecting to enter into
the rest of the good land:

This feast is a reminder that today we are still in the wilderness and need to
enter into the rest of the New Jerusalem, which is an eternal tabernacle—
Rev. 21:2-3.

Day 6

The New Jerusalem is called the tabernacle, indicating that those who
participate in the New Jerusalem are the real keepers of the Feast of
Tabernacles for eternity with full enjoyment and satisfaction.
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. The word tabernacles in the title the Feast of Tabernacles implies the

thought of remembrance—John 7:2.

. The New Jerusalem, as the tabernacle of God, is a tabernacle of

remembrance of how the overcomers, before the consummation of the
New Jerusalem in the kingdom age, were still living in tents; they were not
yet settled—Gen. 12:8; Heb. 11:8-10.

. When the overcomers enter the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and

new earth, they will no longer be dwelling in tents, but they will still call
their eternal dwelling place the tabernacle in remembrance of what they
experienced—Rev. 21:3:

. When we are in the New Jerusalem, we will have many eternal and joyful

memories of how we experienced God and of how God lived with us; we
lived in tents, and He lived in a tabernacle—Exo. 40:34-35; Heb. 11:8-10.

. Eventually, our Feast of Tabernacles will be the enjoyment of the

New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth; this will be the real
consummation of all the harvest of our experience of God—2 Cor. 13:14;
Eph. 3:16-21.
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<« WEEK 9 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 23:14-15 Three times a year you shall hold a feast to Me. You shall keep
the Feast of Unleavened Bread; as | commanded you, seven days you shall
eat unleavened bread at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it
you came out from Egypt. And no one shall appear before Me empty.

Exodus 23:14 says, “Three times a year you shall hold a feast to Me.” These
three annual feasts were the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Harvest,
and the Feast of Ingathering (vv. 15-16). Keeping feasts unto God three times
a year typifies the full enjoyment of the Triune God in Christ. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 849-850)

Today’s Reading

There is definite ground in Scripture to say that these three feasts typify
the enjoyment of the Triune God. Keeping the Feast of Unleavened Bread
typifies enjoying Christ as the sinless life supply (1 Cor. 5:7-8). This feast was
a continuation of the Feast of Passover. Actually the Feast of Passover and the
Feast of Unleavened Bread are one. In 1 Corinthians 5:7 and 8 we see clearly
that the Feast of Unleavened Bread points to Christ.

We received Christ not only in His death and resurrection, but also in
His sinlessness, for His life is not only a crucified and resurrected life, but
also a sinless life. Therefore, we must eat the flesh of the lamb and also the
unleavened bread. This means that from the time we received Christ and were
saved and had a new beginning in life, we began to live a life without leaven, a
life without sin.

Exodus 13:7 says that no leaven was to be seen with the children of Israel.
In our Christian life no leaven should be seen. It is impossible for us to have no
leaven at all, but it is possible for the leaven not to be seen. Although it is not
possible for us to be without sin, we must deal with any sin that is manifested,
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with any sin that is seen. This means that we are responsible to deal with the
sin of which we are conscious. Whenever we discover something sinful in our
lives, we must eliminate it. This, however, does not mean that we shall have
no sin. There may be much sin in our lives or in our environment, but we may
not be conscious of it. However, as soon as we become conscious of it, we must
deal with it. We must forsake the sin of which we are conscious. We should not
tolerate any manifestation of sin.

In Exodus 12:19 the children of Israel were given a strong word: “Whoever
eats what is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the assembly of Israel,
whether a sojourner or a native of the land.” To be cut off from the congregation
of Israel was to be cut off from the fellowship of God’s chosen people. This
serious word corresponds to Paul’s word in 1 Corinthians 5:13: “Remove the
evil man from among yourselves.” To put away such a one is to cut him off from
the fellowship of the church.

If we tolerate sin once it has been exposed, our fellowship will be cut off.
This indicates that as Christians we should live a sinless life, not tolerating any
sin that has been exposed. To deal with manifested sin is to observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 850, 276)

The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted for seven days (Exo. 12:15, 18), a
period of completion, signifying the entire period of our Christian life, from the
day of our conversion to the day of rapture. Those who enjoyed the Passover
continued with the keeping of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This typifies that
those who enjoy Christ’s redemption and supply go on to live and enjoy a life of
purging away sin. In 1 Corinthians 5:8 the apostle Paul said that we must not
keep the feast with old leaven, the sin of our old nature, but with unleavened
bread, which is the Christ of our new nature as our nourishment and
enjoyment. Only He is the life supply of sincerity and truth, absolutely pure,
without mixture, and full of reality. Day by day we must enjoy such a Christ as
our feast, as the rich supply of life, that we may live a life that purges away sin.
(Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 1, p. 126)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msg. 36; Truth Lessons—Level
Three, vol. 1, Isn. 14
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<« WEEK 9 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 5:7-8 Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you
are unleavened; for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed. So then
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice
and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

As soon as we refuse to deal with any sin that has been exposed, we no
longer keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This means that we lose the
enjoyment of this feast. Tolerating sin causes loss of enjoyment. On the
contrary, the more we deal with sin that has been manifested or exposed, the
more enjoyment we have.

| appreciate the way Paul allegorized the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. He says that Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, that
we should purge out the old leaven, and that we should keep the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. We keep this feast by dealing with sin and by living a sinless
life. Whenever something sinful is exposed, we immediately deal with it. In
this way no leaven shall be seen in our houses. Christ is the unleavened bread.
The more we eat Him, the more we shall become unleavened. The only way to
eliminate sin is to eat Christ’s crucified, resurrected, and sinless life. (Life-study
of Exodus, p. 278)

Today’s Reading

The unleavened bread was to be eaten by God’s redeemed (Exo. 12:8b),
signifying that the sinless Christ is to be dispensed into His believers as the
unleavened element (1 Cor. 5:8). The lamb signifies the redeeming Christ; the
unleavened bread signifies the sinless Christ. Bread was used as a meal offering
(Lev. 2). The meal offering signifies Christ in His humanity. All men have the
element of sin in their flesh, but Christ as a man had no sin in His flesh (2
Cor. 5:21). Romans 8:3 tells us that Christ came in “the likeness of the flesh
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of sin.” He was in the likeness of the flesh of sin, but He had no reality of the
sin of the flesh. He had no substance of sin within Him. Christ had no sin and
committed no sins (1 Pet. 2:22a); He had nothing to do with sin. Apparently,
He was in sinful flesh. Actually, there was no reality of any sin in the flesh of
Christ, because He was not born of Adam. He was born of a virgin through the
Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:20, 23). As a result, He took on flesh, but His flesh had no
sinful element. Christ is sinless. This sinless Christ is to be dispensed into His
believers as the unleavened (sinless) element. (The Central Line of the Divine
Revelation, pp. 225-226)

In 1 Corinthians 5:7 and 8 we have two feasts: the Feast of the Passover and
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. When we were saved, we enjoyed the Feast of
the Passover. Now throughout our entire Christian life we should enjoy the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. The Christian life is a feast of unleavened bread, a
feast of the enjoyment of Christ as our life supply without any leaven. Day by
day we need to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. We should keep this feast
throughout the course of our Christian life until we see the Lord.

Unleavened bread indicates a living which is without sin, without leaven.
In ourselves we cannot possibly have this kind of living. However, in Christ
it is possible to live a sinless life. We have been put into Christ, and now
we must learn to live in Christ and by Christ. Then He will become our
unleavened life supply. He will become the source, the fountain, of a sinless
life and living. Because we have such a source and supply, it is possible for us
to live a sinless life.

As the unleavened bread, Christ is the spiritual and divine food that makes
us unleavened....Just as the children of Israel ate the passover lamb with the
unleavened bread, we should eat Christ not only as the Lamb but also as the
unleavened bread. When we take Christ as our life, this life purifies us. This
life is an unleavened life, a purifying life. The more we call on the name of the
Lord Jesus and take Him into us, the more we are purified from within. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3146-3147)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 25; The Central Line of the
Divine Revelation, msg. 20
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<« WEEK 9 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:23 And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan in ourselves, eagerly awaiting sonship,
the redemption of our body.

1 Cor. 15:23 But each one in his own order: the firstfruits, Christ; then those
who are Christ’s at His coming.

First Corinthians 5:8 reveals that Christ is the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth. As the unleavened bread, Christ is for us to live a pure church life. In
the church there should be no leaven, which in the Bible signifies all the negative
things such as wrong doctrines and practices, evil deeds, and sinful things.

Although in Christ we are unleavened, according to our natural being we
are full of leaven. The crucial question is whether we eat unleavened bread or
leavened bread. In other words, do we live Christ or do we live ourselves?

In 1 Corinthians 5:7 Paul charges us to purge out the old leaven that we
may be a new lump, even as we are unleavened. We need to be a new lump,
which refers to the church, composed of the believers in their new nature. We
are unleavened in Christ and should live according to Him, not according to
ourselves. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3145)

Today’s Reading

The Feast of Weeks (Deut. 16:9-12), or the Feast of Pentecost...typifies the
enjoyment of the firstfruits of the Spirit of the resurrected Christ (Rom. 8:23
and footnote 1). In the Old Testament type the firstfruits signify the resurrected
Christ (1 Cor. 15:20, 23 and footnote 2 on v. 20) offered to God on the day of
His resurrection (John 20:17), typified in Leviticus 23:10-11 by the firstfruits
offered to God on the day after the Sabbath, the day of resurrection (Matt.
28:1). (Exo. 23:16, footnote 1)
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Today virtually all believers, even those who have no heart for the Lord,
know that Pentecost is related to the Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, the
New Testament fulfillment of the Feast of the Harvest, the Holy Spirit came.
However, with the Old Testament Feast of the Harvest, which was related to the
firstfruits of the harvest, there does not seem to be anything which signifies the
Spirit....According to the type, Pentecost involved the offering of the firstfruits to
God. But according to the fulfillment, Pentecost is related to the coming of the
Spirit. Apparently, the firstfruits have nothing to do with the Spirit. However, if
we compare the Old Testament type with its fulfillment in the New Testament,
we shall see a strong indication that Christ, the resurrected One, the firstfruits,
is the Spirit. What are the firstfruits in typology become the Spirit in fulfillment.

Romans 8:23 speaks of the firstfruits of the Spirit. The firstfruits here must
refer to the Spirit Himself as the firstfruits for our enjoyment and satisfaction.
However, we know from 1 Corinthians 15:23 that Christ is the firstfruits. Then
verse 45 says that this Christ became the life-giving Spirit in resurrection.
Hence, the firstfruits of the Spirit are actually Christ. The type in the OIld
Testament of the Feast of the Harvest indicates that the resurrected Christ
is the Spirit in the fulfillment of this feast. The Spirit who came down on the
day of Pentecost was the very Christ as the firstfruits offered to God. Without
the firstfruits in the Old Testament, there would have been no Feast of the
Harvest. Without the Spirit in the New Testament, there would have been no
Pentecost. The Spirit who came on the day of Pentecost is the fulfillment of the
firstfruits offered to God in the Old Testament. The firstfruits typify Christ in
resurrection, and this resurrected Christ is the Spirit. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
850-851)

The day of Pentecost was exactly fifty days from the day of Christ’s
resurrection. On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit as the full issue of the
resurrected Christ was poured out on the church (Acts 2:1-4). This indicates
that the resurrected Christ became the Spirit poured out on His believers for
their full enjoyment (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17). (Exo. 23:16, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 71; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 309
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<« WEEK 9 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 3:14 In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles
in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through
faith.

Eph. 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to
announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the
gospel.

The offering of a sheaf of the firstfruits was a type of the resurrected Christ
offered to God on the day of His resurrection (John 20:17), which was the
day after the Sabbath (John 20:1). From that day to the day of Pentecost was
exactly fifty days.

The Feast of the Harvest typifies the enjoyment of the rich produce brought
in by the resurrected Christ. This rich produce is the all-inclusive Spirit of
the processed Triune God given by Him to His chosen people as the blessing
of the gospel (Gal. 3:14) so that they may enjoy the all-inclusive Christ (the
very embodiment of the Triune God) as their good land. This signifies that the
believers, through receiving the bountiful Spirit on the day of Pentecost, not only
have entered into the good land, but also have participated in the bountiful riches
of the all-inclusive Christ (Eph. 3:8) in His resurrection and ascension as God’s
full allotment in His New Testament economy. (Life-study of Acts, pp. 44-45)

Today’s Reading

As the consummation of the harvest, the Feast of Tabernacles typifies, first,
the coming millennium as a dispensational, joyful blessing for God’s redeemed
people, including the overcomers and the saved Israelites, to enjoy with God for
one thousand years on the restored earth. (Exo. 23:16, footnote 2)
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“On the fifteenth day of this seventh month is the Feast of Tabernacles for seven
days to Jehovah” (Lev. 23:34). These seven days signify that the Feast of Tabernacles
is for a complete course of days, which will be a thousand years. “Seven days you
shall present an offering by fire to Jehovah” (v. 36a). This signifies that during this
festival, Christ is offered day by day as food to God for the satisfaction of both God
and man. According to this type, in the millennium every day an offering will be
presented to God to signify that Christ is God’s food in our experiences, which is
offered to God for His satisfaction so that we and God may enjoy mutual rest.

“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the
produce of the land, you shall keep the feast of Jehovah seven days” (v. 39a).
This signifies that the millennium will come after the harvest of what God desires
to obtain on earth. In His eternal plan God has a purpose with man, and this
purpose is to produce a people for His expression, which will consummate in
the New Jerusalem. For this reason, God uses four dispensations to do His work
of the new creation on man in the old creation. The first is the dispensation
of the fathers; the second is the dispensation of the law; and the third is the
dispensation of the church. In the fourth dispensation, the dispensation of the
millennial kingdom, there will be a full harvest of what God has been doing
in the first three dispensations. Hence, the millennial kingdom will be a feast
both to God and to His redeemed. In the millennium God’s redeemed people—
including both the church and the kingdom of Israel—will enjoy this feast.

The [feasts] portray our Christian life from our salvation as sinners to our
entrance into the millennial kingdom, which God has prepared as the peak of
His consummation of the new creation in the old creation, so that God and man
may gladly enjoy all the blessings that God’s work of new creation accomplished
in the age of the old creation. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 2, pp. 87-88)

Ultimately, the eternal Feast of Tabernacles will be the enjoyment of the
New Jerusalem, the eternal tabernacle (Rev. 21:2-3), in the new heaven
and new earth by all God’s people as the consummation of the harvest of
their experience of God. See Leviticus 23:33-44 and footnotes. (Exo. 23:16,
footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msg. 6; Truth Lessons—Level Three,
vol. 2, Isn. 28
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« WEEK 9 — DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:2-3 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard
a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and
God Himself will be with them and be their God.

The third feast is the Feast of Ingathering. Keeping the Feast of Ingathering
typifies the enjoyment of the fullness of the Father in Christ (Col. 2:9; Eph. 3:19).
The ultimate issue, or consummation, of the enjoyment of the Triune God in
Christ is the enjoyment of the fullness of the Father, the fullness of the Godhead,
for eternity. The Feast of Ingathering is also called the Feast of Tabernacles. This
feast signifies the enjoyment of the fullness of the Triune God for eternity in the
new heaven and the new earth. For eternity, we who believe in Christ shall enjoy
the fullness of the Godhead. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 851-852)

Today’s Reading

Leviticus 23 says that God ordained seven annual feasts for His elect. The
first one was the Passover (v. 5), and the last one was the Feast of Tabernacles
(v. 34). The Passover is the initiation, and the Feast of Tabernacles is the
consummation of our enjoyment of Christ....The entire Christian life should be
a feast. At other times we have said that the Christian life is a suffering life, but
we suffer so that we can feast more. Our suffering helps us to enjoy the Lord.
Eventually, our suffering becomes our feasting. This is why Psalm 23:5 says
that the Lord has prepared a table before us in the presence of our enemies.
Enemies indicates fighting and suffering, but the Lord makes our fighting a
feasting and our suffering a table.

Christ is the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2)....John in his Gospel refers to
us firstly the Feast of the Passover as the beginning of our enjoyment of Christ
for the initiation of God’s redemption judicially.
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Then he also refers to us the Feast of Tabernacles, signifying the
consummation of God'’s full salvation organically. After the full harvest of their
crops from the good land, the Jewish people observed the Feast of Tabernacles
to worship God and enjoy what they had reaped (Deut. 16:13-15). Actually, their
coming together was a real picture of blending. All of the people of Israel were
required to go to Jerusalem three times a year for this blending. The last time was
in the fall after the harvest to enjoy their produce from the harvest of the good
land in their praise to God with adoration, to bless God and speak well of God.

God ordained the Feast of Tabernacles so that the children of Israel would
remember how their fathers, while wandering in the wilderness, had lived
in tents (Lev. 23:39-43), expecting to enter into the rest of the good land.
Everyone had a tent, and God had a tabernacle among these tents, so the
Feast of Tabernacles was a remembrance of God’s story. This points to what
the Lord said when He established His table. He told us to eat the bread and
drink the wine in remembrance of Him (Luke 22:19-20). The Lord’s table is a
remembrance just as the Feast of Tabernacles was a remembrance.

This feast is a reminder that today people are still in the wilderness and need
to enter into the rest of the New Jerusalem, which is the eternal tabernacle (Rev.
21:2-3). Although the New Jerusalem will be solidly built with gold, pearls,
and precious stones, it will be called a tabernacle. (Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John, pp. 70-72)

The Feast of the Passover signifies feeding, and the Feast of Tabernacles
signifies satisfaction. The feeding at the Passover in John 6 was a shadow; it
was not the real feeding. Likewise, the satisfaction at the Feast of Tabernacles
in John 7 is also a shadow. Only Christ is the reality of both the Feast of the
Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles. (The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and
the Offerings in the Writings of John, p. 188)

Further Reading: The Fulfillment of the Tabernacle and the Offerings in the
Writings of John, ch. 20; Life-study of Exodus, msg. 179
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<« WEEK 9 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:9-10 By faith he dwelt as a foreigner in the land of promise as in a
foreign land, making his home in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the fellow
heirs of the same promise; for he eagerly waited for the city which has the
foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God.

The New Jerusalem is the tabernacle for the remembrance of how the
overcomers, before the consummation of the New Jerusalem in the kingdom
age, were still living in tents; they were not settled yet. When they enter into
the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth, they will no longer
be living in tents, but they will still call their eternal dwelling place the
tabernacle in remembrance of what they experienced. When we enter into the
New Jerusalem, we will have many eternal and joyful memories of what we
experienced. The reality of the Feast of Tabernacles is a time of enjoyment in
remembrance of how we experienced God and of how God lived with us. We
lived in tents, and He lived in a tabernacle. Eventually, our Feast of Tabernacles
will be the enjoyment of the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth.
That will be the real consummation of all the harvest of our experience of God.
(Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, p. 72)

Today’s Reading

The Feast of Tabernacles, which is the last feast of all the feasts ordained
by God for His people (Lev. 23:34, 39-43), is for Israel’'s enjoyment of the rich
produce of the good land at its harvest time for their satisfaction....Christ is our
good land with all its produce for our enjoyment and satisfaction.

[Jesus] cried out on the last day of the feast, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink. He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said,
out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:37-38).
The Feast of Tabernacles was just a type of Christ as the reality. That feast did
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not satisfy them, so on the last day the Lord cried out that whoever is thirsty,
unsatisfied, should come to Him to drink for their real satisfaction....This call is
repeated by the Spirit with the bride for people to participate in the enjoyment
of Christ in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:17).

The real satisfaction was to receive Christ and drink of Him that they would
be not only satisfied but also overflowing with rivers of living water. This
overflow of the riches is the expressed riches, the fullness. Originally all the
riches were contained in God, but now they become our enjoyment to such an
extent that they overflow to express the riches of our enjoyment of God....This
is the enjoyment for satisfaction in drinking the river of water of life in the New
Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1-2)....Hence, the New Jerusalem is called the tabernacle,
indicating that those who participate in the New Jerusalem are the real keepers
of the Feast of Tabernacles for eternity with full enjoyment and satisfaction.

The word tabernacles in the title the Feast of Tabernacles implies the
thought of remembrance, that is, the Israelite keepers of the Feast of
Tabernacles should remember that their forefathers dwelt in tents (tabernacles)
in their wandering in the wilderness.

The New Jerusalem will be consummated firstly to be the firstfruits in the
millennial kingdom as a reward to the overcomers and then consummated
lastly to be in the new heaven and new earth as the full enjoyment of God’s
full salvation to all the perfected believers. This will be the real Feast of
Tabernacles. (Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, pp. 72-74)

We need to be deeply impressed with the fact that these three feasts signify
the full enjoyment of the Triune God in Christ. We may say that with the first
feast Christ is sown as a seed. With the second feast we have a harvest, the
reaping of Christ as the life-giving Spirit. The enjoyment of this feast began
on the day of Pentecost and will continue until the third feast, the Feast of
Ingathering, and will consummate with it. As the consummation of the harvest,
the ingathering is the enjoyment of the fullness of the Godhead, the fullness of
the Father in Christ, for eternity. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 852)

Further Reading: Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John, msg. 6; The
History of God in His Union with Man, pp. 140-141
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WEEK 9 — HYMN

Hymns, #1145

1

God gave His Son to man to be
The tree of life so rich and free,
That every man may taste and see
That God is good for food.

Yes, God is good for food!

Yes, God is good for food!

We’ve tasted and we testify

That God is good for food!

2

We eat this feast and take God in,
And as we eat we live by Him,
For all the elements within

This feast are God Himself.

Yes, Jesus is our feast!

Yes, Jesus is our feast!

We eat this feast and live by Him,

For Jesus is our feast!

3

Christ Jesus is the food we eat;
He is our bread, He is our meat;
He is our life-supply complete;
We daily eat of Him.

We daily eat of Him,

We daily eat of Him.

He is our life-supply complete;
We daily eat of Him.

4

This feast is so enjoyable;

To men it's so available,

For God said whosoever will
May come and freely eat.

Yes, come and freely eat;

Yes, come and freely eat.

For God said whosoever will

May come and freely eat.
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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Ten

The Worship of God

Scripture Reading: Rev. 22:9b; 14:7; 4:8-11; 5:9-14; Gen. 4:3-5; Exo. 20:22-

A.

© w o e N

!A

26; 32:1, 4-6; 24:10-11; John 4:23-24

Outline
Day 1

“Worship God”—Rev. 22:9b:

The last commandment in the New Testament is to worship God:

God wants worship; God wants man to know that He is God and to declare
that He is God—4:10-11.

To worship God is to confess that He is God—John 20:28; 9:35-38:
The highest knowledge of God is of His Godhead.
Worship is the recognition that He is God and that we are men.

Worship comes from seeing; it takes revelation to worship.

The devil has been seeking worship—Matt. 4:8-10; Rev. 13:4, 8, 12, 15:

God wants worship, and Satan also wants worship—14:6-7.

2. God needs our worship of Him, and what Satan fears is our worship of God.

The devil’s temptation of Jesus in the wilderness opens our eyes to see
what Satan wants—the worship from man—Matt. 4:8-10.
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Day 2

C. In the book of Revelation we see a special line—the line of
worship—4:8-11; 5:9-14; 13:4, 8, 12, 15; 14:7; 22:9D:

1. In Revelation 4 we see that because of creation God receives worship; the
picture in Revelation 4 shows us that from eternity to eternity God has His
throne and continual worship; God has had this worship from before the
foundation of the world.

2. In Revelation 5 we see that because of redemption God receives worship.

D. In the New Testament, serving God is actually the same as
worshipping God—Rom. 1:9:

1. Inthe Lord’s answer to Satan in Matthew 4:10, we see that to worship God
Is to serve God.

2. We cannot serve God without worshipping Him; neither can we worship
Him without serving Him.

E. Today worship is realized in the Body of Christ—Eph. 3:20-21; Heb.
2:12:

1. Apart from the Body, it is difficult to have the proper worship.

2. Worship in the New Testament is a corporate matter.

Day 3

Il.Whereas Abel worshipped God according to divine
revelation, Cain worshipped according to his own opinion
and concept—Gen. 4:3-5:

A. Cain did not follow the way of salvation through the anticipated redemption
but presumptuously offered the fruit of his own labor to God—v. 3:
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. Cain’s way of worshipping God was to invent a religion according to his

human concept and opinion—Jude 11.

. Throughout the centuries and generations there have been countless followers

of Cain, people in every place and time who have invented their own religion.

. According to Hebrews 11:4, Abel’s offering, a sacrifice, was offered to

God by faith, which comes by hearing the word of the gospel—Rom.
10:17, 14:

. Abel was the first priest of God, representing all the believers in Christ—1

Pet. 2:5, 9.

. In type, Abel offered Christ to God—Num. 18:17:
. This offering included the sprinkling of the blood upon the altar for

redemption and the burning of the fat as a satisfying fragrance to God.

. Abel’s offering, corresponding exactly with what was later revealed in the

Mosaic law (Exo. 20:22-26), proves that his way of worshipping God was
according to God’s divine revelation, not according to his own concept.

Exodus 20:22-26 reveals the statutes of the law

concerning the worship of God:

A. In the worship of God no place should be given to riches, signified in

Exodus 20:23 by silver and gold (cf. Acts 3:6; 1 Tim. 6:17); we cannot
serve God and mammon (Matt. 6:24).

Day 4

B. The proper worship of God must include the burnt offering—Christ

offered to God for His enjoyment and satisfaction—and the peace
offering—Christ offered to God for our enjoyment and satisfaction
mutually with God—Exo. 20:24.
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. According to Exodus 20:24-26, the altar God requires for man'’s

worship is primitive and uncultured in the eyes of man and offers no
place for man’s wisdom and power—1 Cor. 1:17-25:

. The altar was erected with materials created by God, indicating that the

cross has been prepared entirely by the work of God, with no place given to
man’s work—Exo. 20:24.

. To erect an altar in this way means to receive what God has prepared, with

no human work added.

. In the proper worship of God there should be no name other than the

name of the Lord—v. 24; Deut. 12:5, 11; 14:23; 16:6, 11; 26:2.

. The proper worship of God invites God’s visitation and blessing—EXxo.

20:24.

. To add man’s work to the worship of God is to bring in pollution—v.

25:

. Because fallen man himself is sin, pollution, in the eyes of God (Psa. 51:5; 2

Cor. 5:21), no work of man is acceptable to Him (cf. Gen. 4:3-5; Gal. 2:16).

. Every fallen man who worships God must be terminated, with all his work

and ways.

. Steps refer to man’s way, which promotes achievement by natural

ability and creates different levels of attainment among God’s
people—Exo. 20:26:

. God’s salvation clothes man with Christ as his righteousness (Gen. 3:21;

Luke 15:22; 1 Cor. 1:30; Phil. 3:9), but man’s way uncovers the nakedness
of his fallen nature.

. In principle, the exercise of man’s wisdom in building an altar with steps

puts Christ aside and causes man'’s fallen nature to be exposed.
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3. Instead of exercising our wisdom in things pertaining to God, we should
fully trust in Christ and thereby remain under Christ as our covering.

Day 5

IV. While Moses was receiving the divine revelation concerning
the worship of God, Aaron made a golden calf, and the children
of Israel worshipped it as if it were the true God—EXxo. 32:1-6:

A. The golden calf was not a pagan idol, for it was made by Aaron, a
genuine high priest appointed by God—vv. 2-4.

B. Aaron made the calf in the name of Jehovah and took the lead
to worship the idol in the way of presenting offerings to God and
worshipping God—wv. 4-6, 8.

C. God’s redeemed people worshipped an idol in the name of Jehovah
their God and in the way ordained by God—cf. Psa. 106:19-20; Rom.
1:23.

V. To see God is to worship Him, as revealed in Exodus 24:1,
10-11:
A. “They beheld God and ate and drank”—v. 11:
1. While they were beholding God, they ate and drank.

2. As they were experiencing a most wonderful sight, they were refreshed by
eating and drinking.

B. God wants us to enjoy Him and to worship Him out of this enjoyment.

C. The worship of God here consists of beholding God and of eating and
drinking; this is true worship, the worship God desires.
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VI.

A.

Day 6
The divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity is the supply

to the believers in their worship of the Father in the
dispensing of God—John 4:14, 23-24:

The genuine worship of God the Father is in spirit and in truthfulness;
the divine reality, experienced and enjoyed by us and constituted
into us, becomes the truthfulness in which we worship God with the
worship that He seeks—vv. 23-24.

The Lord’s word in John 4 shows us the worship of the Father in the
dispensing of God:

The worship that the Lord spoke of is the worship of the Father in the Son
and in the Spirit; this is a worship in God'’s dispensing, the worship by the
divine dispensing—Eph. 2:18; 3:14-21.

If we would have true worship, we need God in His Divine Trinity to be
dispensed into our being—2 Cor. 13:14.

The worship of the Father in the dispensing of God is related to drinking
the living water—John 4:10, 14:

To contact God the Spirit with our spirit is to drink of the living water, and
to drink of the living water is to render real worship to God—v. 24.

In order to worship the Father in the dispensing of God, we need to drink
of the Spirit so that God may dispense Himself into our being—v. 14; 1 Cor.
10:3-4; 12:13.

We practice this kind of worship mainly in the Lord’s table meeting, where,
after we partake of the bread and the cup, the Lord brings us to the Father
In the Spirit, and we worship the Father in the divine dispensing of the
Divine Trinity—Matt. 26:30; Heb. 2:11-12; Eph. 2:18.
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« WEEK 10 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 4:10 The twenty-four elders will fall before Him who sits upon the throne
and worship Him who lives forever and ever; and they will cast their crowns
before the throne...

14:7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give Him glory...and worship Him
who has made heaven and earth and the sea and the springs of waters.

Satan’s happiest day will be when Antichrist calls himself “God” (2 Thes. 2:4).
This is what Satan has wanted throughout the past six thousand years. The
worship of the beast is the worship of Satan. Revelation 13 shows that the beast
wants worship. The message of the “eternal gospel” in 14:6 and 7 is to “worship
Him.” In Revelation 22 the last commandment in the New Testament is to
worship God. (CWWN, vol. 46, p. 1309)

Today’s Reading

Jesus is God. How precious this fact is! God wants man to declare that He is
God. The Lord’s prayer is connected with the Ten Commandments. He told the
disciples what God wanted. “Your name be sanctified” (Matt. 6:9). This tells us
the first thing God hopes to see. What does it mean for the Lord’s name to be
sanctified? The word holiness or sanctification means to be set apart for God.
For example, if | buy a Bible, it becomes mine. It is set apart for me, and | can
say that it has become holy unto me. The name of God is set apart for God; it
can be used only by God. This is the meaning of “Your name be sanctified.” Now
the name is being used by others; now it is general. One day it will be specific.
Only Jehovah will be called God; nothing else will be called God.

God’s demand of men is that they know Him as God. The Lord said to Mary
after resurrection, “My Father and your Father, and My God and your God”
(John 20:17). The word Father speaks of an individual relationship, whereas
the name God speaks of a universal relationship.
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Worship is confessing that He is God. Deuteronomy is the epistle of the
Old Testament. It is Moses’ epistle to the Israelites. In Deuteronomy he told
them to worship God and nothing else. If they worshipped something else, they
would be stoned to death.

Revelation 21:1-3 speaks of His people, which relates to God’s position,
His Godhead. Verses 4 through 7 say that God will be God to these ones and
they shall be His sons. In order to know Him as God, we must know Him as
Father, but the highest knowledge of God is not of His Fatherhood but of His
Godhead.

What is worship? It is a recognition that He is God and that we are men.
We were saved when we saw He was the Father. We are finished when we see
that He is God; we can only fall down and worship....Worship comes from
seeing; it takes revelation to worship.Praise is objective, whereas thanksgiving
is subjective. When we know God, our hearts will be filled with glory. When we
know the Father, our hearts are filled with joy.

For six thousand years the devil has been seeking worship....All of the
worship of idols is actually the worship of Satan. Satan fears for men to be
saved because they will worship God. This is why he hates for men to be
saved....Satan wants to obtain on earth what God is receiving above. Satan’s
motive is not only just to make man sin but to make man worship him.

Since God’s motive is to obtain worship and Satan’s motive is to obtain
worship, what is the duty of a Christian?...What will satisfy God? It is not
enough to just pray or preach. God needs our worship of Him, and what Satan
fears is our worship of God.

Matthew 2 records the wise men coming to worship. Only those who had
the eyesight could see that the small child was God. The greatest revelation of
the New Testament is found in the temptation in the wilderness. It opens our
eyes to see what Satan wants—the worship of man. We have what God wants
and what Satan wants; what heaven wants and what hell wants. Both heaven
and hell are fighting for worship. (CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1307-1308, 1319, 1310,
1308-1310)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 46, ch. 200; CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 235-243
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:9-10 And [the devil] said to Him, All these will I give You if You will
fall down and worship me. Then Jesus said to him, Go away, Satan! For
it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall
you serve.”

Worshipping is giving God that which one day will be exclusively His. Christ
is the firstfruit. We give Him now what one day the world will give Him. We
should not wait for the new heaven and new earth to come before we worship
God. Now in the old creation, we can worship Him. At this time we want to give
special worship to God, because Satan is getting worship for himself more and
more. If we are defeated in worship, we will be defeated in other things. (CWWN,
vol. 46, p. 1309)

Today’s Reading

Since the sphere is the universe, the twenty-four elders [in Revelation 4]
are the twenty-four elders of the universe. The church is “the brothers of the
Lord”! David set up twenty-four groups to minister to God, so the twenty-
four elders are a band who serve God. They are kings and priests, and they
represent the angels. They are a special group who serve God.

The living creatures represent all of God’s creation, including man. This
picture shows us that from eternity to eternity God has His throne and
continual worship.

God rests on His throne and that is the place of our rest too. Men of the
world say, “Where is your God?” He is on His throne receiving worship.
Revelation 4 is a picture of eternity. In Revelation 5 time enters in. John saw
the Lamb come. Who can obtain for God what He wants? Only the Lamb
can restore what God is after. God’s throne is from eternity to eternity in the
heavens.
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In Revelation 5 we see a throne. Around the throne there are representatives
of the physical and spiritual creation, and in the midst of it the Lamb comes
upon the scene. Philippians 2 is the Lamb in time. Revelation 5 is the Lamb’s
return to heaven. In Revelation 4 we see that because of creation God receives
worship. In Revelation 5 we see that because of redemption God receives
worship. Revelation 5 is the coronation of the Lord.

Revelation 22:8-9 contains the last reference to worship. When
John saw all these wonderful things, he fell down to worship the angel.
The tendency to worship something other than God is always in us.
“Worship God” is the last command in the Scripture. Genuine worship
Is acknowledging our limitations and acknowledging that God has no
limitations. We must bow before Him; He is beyond us in everything.
(CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1317-1319)

In the New Testament serving God is actually the same thing as
worshipping God. You cannot serve God without worshipping Him. Neither
can you worship Him without serving Him. For instance, in Matthew 4
the Lord Jesus was tempted by the devil concerning worship. Referring to
the kingdoms of the world and their glory, the devil said to Him, “All these
will I give You if You will fall down and worship me” (v. 9). The Lord Jesus
answered, “It is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only
shall you serve™ (v. 10). Here we see that to worship actually means to serve.
Hence, to worship God is to serve God. Without serving God we cannot render
real worship to Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1828-1829)

The Old Testament temple is also a type of the New Testament church. In
the Old Testament, no one could worship outside the temple. The temple was
the container of God. Today worship is realized in the Body of Christ. Apart
from the Body, it is difficult to have the proper worship. Worship in the New
Testament is a corporate matter. (CWWN, vol. 46, p. 1315)

Further Reading: CWW.L, 1965, vol. 2, ch. 6; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 168
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 4:4 And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his flock, that is,
from their fat portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel and for his offering.

Heb. 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God
testifying to his gifts; and through faith, though he has died, he still speaks.

Abel worked and lived for God. He also lived by God. Day by day Abel lived
for God and by God; he was “a tender of sheep” for God....During Abel’s time
sheep were primarily for God. He did not work and live for himself as Cain did,
but for God'’s satisfaction as God desired. It seems that the purpose and interest
of his life was to satisfy God in God’s way. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 310-311)

Today’s Reading

Cain did not follow the way of God’s salvation through the anticipated
redemption by the bleeding sacrifice (Gen. 3:21; Heb. 9:22) but continued
man’s fall by presumptuously offering the fruit of his own labor to God. Cain’s
way of worshipping God was to invent a religion according to his human
concept and opinion (Jude 11 and footnote 1), which were motivated by Satan,
the subtle one (Gen. 3:7...). Throughout the centuries and generations there
have been countless followers of Cain, people in every place and time who have
invented their own religion. (Gen 4:3, footnote 1)

According to Hebrews 11:4, Abel’s offering, a sacrifice, was offered to God
by faith. Faith comes by hearing the word of the gospel (Rom. 10:17, 14). This
indicates that Abel’s parents, Adam and Eve, must have proclaimed to their
children the glad tidings that God had announced to them (Gen. 3:15, 21). Like
his father and mother, Abel believed the gospel and presented his offering to
God according to God'’s revelation in the word proclaimed by his parents. Thus,
the first family on earth was a family of the gospel, a family of believers.
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Abel was the first priest of God, representing all the believers in Christ (1
Pet. 2:5, 9). In type, Abel offered Christ to God. According to Numbers 18:17,
the firstling of a cow or sheep or goat, a type of Christ, had to be offered to God.
This offering included the sprinkling of the blood upon the altar for redemption
and the burning of the fat as a satisfying fragrance to God. Hence, Abel’s
offering, corresponding exactly with what was later revealed in the Mosaic
law, proves that his way of worshipping God was according to God’s divine
revelation, not according to his own concept. (Gen. 4:4, footnote 1)

Like the religious Jews, Cain sought to establish his own righteousness,
ignoring God’s righteousness and not submitting to it (Rom. 10:3). Thus, his
offering was an insult to God, and God rejected it. (Gen. 4:5, footnote 1)

The ordinances are a supplementary part of the law and add details to the
Ten Commandments. It is correct to regard the Ten Commandments as the
main section of the law. But this main section needs to be supplemented and
spelled out in detail. In the second part of Exodus and in Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy we have the supplement to the law and the details of the law.
In this message, the first on the ordinances of the law, we shall consider the
ordinances concerning the worship of God.

In Exodus 20:22-26 God unveils to His redeemed people how they should
worship Him. This had not been revealed previously, not even to Abraham, one
who was called the friend of God. Only after His people had been brought into
face-to-face fellowship with Him at the mountain of God did God reveal the way
for them to worship Him. If we get into the depths of these verses, we shall see
that they give us the main points of how we should worship God. The revelation
here is in keeping with that found not only in the rest of the Old Testament, but
also in the New Testament. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 781-782)

In the worship of God no place should be given to riches, signified here by
silver and gold (cf. Acts 3:6; 1 Tim. 6:17). We cannot serve God and mammon
(Matt. 6:24). (Exo. 20:23, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 22-23
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 20:24 An altar of earth you shall make for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it
your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen...

Phil. 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out
of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
is out of God and based on faith.

Of the five major sacrifices, only two—the burnt offering and the peace
offering—are mentioned here in Exodus 20. The burnt offering is for God’s
satisfaction, and the peace offering is for the people’s enjoyment with God
mutually. To present a burnt offering means that we offer Christ to God for
God’s enjoyment and satisfaction. To present the peace offering means that we
offer Christ to God for our enjoyment and satisfaction mutually with God. The
proper worship of God must include the burnt offering and the peace offering,
something of Christ offered to God for His enjoyment and satisfaction and
something of Christ which we enjoy with God. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 787)

Today’s Reading

John 4:24 is a development of the word in Exodus 20:22-26. According to
the Lord Jesus, we must worship the Father in spirit and in reality. This reality
includes Christ as the burnt offering and the peace offering....With the mention
of the sacrifices, the basic principles of genuine and proper worship are
revealed in 20:22-26,...[which] refers to the worship of God before the children
of Israel entered the good land. As they were on the way to the good land, they
had to worship God according to the principles in these verses. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 787-788)

The altar and the sacrifices for the worship of God provide a gateway for
fallen man to enter into the economy of God. They indicate that in order to
worship God, fallen man must be redeemed and terminated by the cross and
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replaced by Christ in resurrection. The worship God desires is through the altar
and by the sacrifices, that is, through the cross (Heb. 13:10) and by Christ as the
reality of the sacrifices (Heb. 10:5-10). A true worshipper is one who worships
God in the virtue of Christ as the burnt offering (Lev. 1) for God’s satisfaction
and the peace offering (Lev. 3) for the mutual satisfaction with God and with
his fellow worshippers (John 4:23-24 and footnote 4 on v. 24). (Exo. 20:24,
footnote 1)

The altar God requires for His worship is primitive and uncultured in the
eyes of man and offers no place for man’s wisdom and power (1 Cor. 1:17-25). It
was to be erected with materials created by God, either earth or unhewn stone
(Exo. 20:25). This indicates that the cross has been prepared entirely by the
work of God, with no place given to man’s work. Thus, to erect an altar in this
way means to receive what God has prepared, with no human work added. An
altar made of earth or stone also points to the availability of the cross. (Exo.
20:24, footnote 2)

To add man’s work to the worship of God is to bring in pollution. Because
fallen man himself is sin, pollution, in the eyes of God (Psa. 51:5; 2 Cor. 5:21),
no work of man is acceptable to Him (cf. Gen. 4:3-5; Gal. 2:16). Thus, every
fallen man who worships God must be terminated, with all his works and ways.
(Exo. 20:25, footnote 1)

“Steps” [in verse 26] refer to man’s way, which promotes achievement by
natural ability and creates different levels of attainment among God’s people.
The altar (cross) prepared by God is not elevated but is close to the ground,
eliminating the need for steps and making it possible for anyone to approach it.
(Exo. 20:26, footnote 1)

Man’s nakedness denotes the shame of fallen man (Gen. 3:7). God’s
salvation clothes man with Christ as his righteousness (Gen. 3:21; Luke 15:22; 1
Cor. 1:30; Phil. 3:9), but man’s way uncovers the nakedness of his fallen nature.
In principle, the exercise of man’s wisdom in building an altar with steps puts
Christ aside and causes man'’s fallen nature to be exposed. Instead of exercising
our wisdom in things pertaining to God, we should fully trust in Christ and
thereby remain under Christ as our covering. (Exo. 20:26, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 66-67
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:1 Then He said to Moses, Come up to Jehovah, you and Aaron, Nadab
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship at a distance.

11 And He did not stretch out His hand upon the nobles of the children of
Israel. And they beheld God and ate and drank.

While Moses was tarrying on the mountain, God’s people began to worship the
golden-calf idol....What is happening on earth among Christians while the Lord
Jesus is tarrying in the heavens? Golden calves are being fashioned and worshipped
by God’s people. The situation at the time of Exodus 32 and the situation among
God’s people today are very similar. In fact, today’s situation is almost a copy of
what happened in the Old Testament. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1846)

Today’s Reading

It is important for us to see that the worship of the golden calf in Exodus
32 was a mixture. It was an idol that was worshipped, but it was worshipped
in the way that God’s people were supposed to worship God. This is a common
practice among many Christians today. Christians may worship in the way that
is suitable to the worship of God, but actually the object of their worship may be
something other than God....Something that pretends to be God is worshipped
as if it were actually God Himself. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1847)

The golden calf was not a pagan idol, for it was made by Aaron, a genuine
high priest appointed by God. Furthermore, Aaron made the calf in the name of
Jehovah and took the lead to worship the idol in the way of presenting offerings
to God and worshipping God (Exo. 32:4-6, 8). Thus, God’s redeemed people
worshipped an idol in the name of Jehovah their God and in the way ordained
by God (cf. Psa. 106:19-20; Rom. 1:23). This was a pretense and a subtle
mixture in the worship of God. (Exo. 32:4, footnote 1)

2015 Summer Training - Message 10 Morning Revival - Page 9



ERBETHAFH T ZAZREXTAN, 12587
—twE, FERAERKRT, RELTHEHIENR.
HETHH, “MMEEHLTH, 5L F,
HenkEdst A, #FET L, ATE LA
ey Ay, BT HAFHROEZRE (R, &
BERBWHKI), BRRXAF—HFN%., 7 NARL
BEABH T AENAREIIERBE R —KEET LK,
HEANSTELEBAIMHFE R, AT TH,
MAERL “ZHAFHOEZE L, BREAF — 4
HT o, T —HIAANIET R EREXFL
% Fo BHAIFRHRAMNEA B TITA LG, LR
AEROEEL, BREKF—HHE,
BAET—FH, “RNNEW, FELXCXEF, 7
YAV A AP BG4, XL X g, fei1Em a4 a9
TR, BELB R, AL LXK —PEAF L
THREEFEAFTO TR, AT IE, T4, FN
R BRERLTAY, £ E2FHLAVE T 494 %o

AREIHEGFEARKFFAN, — T3, Pt
B — R by hg A BT M B FE, 2R VLT A% L
¥ XAB#H—TFTHIRFEANGE, RNEF1Fmb
ERXFEEXL, FRLEREE, HEAFTRNTER
AT AR BFEAY, X FXEE 0RO IEN A AP
ARPLE, XA AR, RAVITZRAF, AP
TERAVEHG I EARZ I IFEA, ERMNFE
TR, FEZXFGETPRFRA, YT B L —AL
FRERRIHE, ERANMELHAEZLEL, "B, KK,
FLEMBHFAMNALA? EFBRFLSEMNYZHAL T
AR, AR, XZ2+T—FAREGRFF: 4
MAA, FHXCXE, 7 XARZMNTFFA G T
X (B®RBZ AP EZ, —ONL=Z2-0OML@R) ,

Bip: HARARAEGES, F-FLTZE
—aLtmi,

“O—hAFEFIILG-FI0ORMENMES-5F101

The scene in Exodus 19 was dark and threatening. But suddenly, in chapter
24 the thick cloud passes away, and the sky becomes clear and beautiful.
Exodus 24:9 and 10 say, “Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up. And they saw the God of Israel, and
under His feet there was something like a paved work of sapphire, even like
heaven itself for clearness.” Beneath God’s feet they saw something that had
the appearance of a large transparent stone. Because human words cannot
describe this scene, verse 10 says that they saw “something like a paved work
of sapphire, even like heaven itself for clearness.” The words something like
indicate that human language cannot adequately describe this marvelous
sight. Moses could only liken what they saw under God’s feet to a transparent
sapphire stone, which was like the body of heaven in clearness.

Verse 11 goes on to say, “They beheld God and ate and drank.” While they were
looking upon God, they ate and drank. As they experienced a most wonderful
sight, they were refreshed by eating and drinking. Those on the mountain saw
something no one had ever seen before. God’s redeemed, terminated, and
replaced people were given a wonderful view of Him, even of His feet.

To see such a vision of God is to worship Him. Exodus 24:1 says that those
who went up the mountain with Moses were to worship at a distance. But in the
following verses nothing further is said about the worship of God. If we read
this chapter carefully and thoughtfully, we shall wonder when they worshipped
Him. The worship in this chapter consists of beholding God and of eating and
drinking. This is true worship, the worship God desires. God does not want us
to worship Him by prostrating ourselves before Him. He wants us to enjoy Him
and to worship Him out of this enjoyment. Have you ever been in a chapel or
cathedral where the people worshipped God by eating, drinking, rejoicing, and
enjoying the Lord? This kind of worship is altogether contrary to our religious
concept. Yet this is the worship described in verse 11: “They beheld God and ate
and drank.” This was the way they worshipped Him. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.

938-939)
Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 173-174
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<« WEEK 10 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

John 4:14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no
means thirst forever; but the water that | will give him will become in him a
fountain of water springing up into eternal life.

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truthfulness.

To worship the Father with the Son and in the Spirit is the true worship in
the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity....In the Gospels there is only one
chapter in which the Lord talked about the worship of God. When He talked
about the worship of God in John 4, He was referring specifically to the worship
of the Father. The Samaritan woman spoke of worship, but she did not use the
term Father. Then the Lord Jesus told her, “An hour is coming, and it is now,
when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truthfulness,
for the Father also seeks such to worship Him” (v. 23). This meant that the
age had changed. Even when the Lord Jesus was talking to her, the age had
changed, so the Lord used the term Father, saying that we need to worship the
Father. When we use John 4:24, we usually neglect verse 23. The Lord did not
say that we worship God but that we worship the Father. The Father seeks after
this worship. (Basic Lessons on Service, pp. 49-50)

Today’s Reading

According to the context of John 4 and the entire revelation of John’s
Gospel, truthfulness in verse 24 denotes the divine reality becoming man'’s
genuineness and sincerity (which are the opposite of the hypocrisy of the
immoral Samaritan worshipper—vv. 16-18) for the true worship of God. The
divine reality is Christ (who is the reality—14:6) as the reality of all the offerings
of the Old Testament for the worship of God (1:29; 3:14) and as the fountain
of the living water, the life-giving Spirit (4:7-15), partaken of and drunk by
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His believers to be the reality within them, which eventually becomes their
genuineness and sincerity in which they worship God with the worship that He
seeks. (John 4:24, footnote 5)

In John 4 the worship to the Father, the worship in the dispensing of God, is
related to drinking the living water (vv. 10, 14). To contact God the Spirit with
our spirit is to drink of the living water, and to drink of the living water is to
render real worship to God. To expound John 4:24 we need John 4:14. We need
to drink of the living water to worship the Father in spirit and in truthfulness. If
we do not drink the living water, we do not drink of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13), we
have no experience of God, and God is not dispensed into us.

Without drinking the living water, we cannot have a subjective worship in
the divine dispensing. We can have only the Jewish kind of objective worship
to an objective God as the Creator. Today our worship is subjective in the
dispensing of God. Our worship is our experience of drinking the living water,
the Spirit. In order to have the worship in the dispensing of God, we need to
drink of the Spirit so that God may dispense Himself into our being. This is the
new worship revealed in the New Testament.

This kind of [subjective] worship can be practiced mostly in the Lord’s table
meeting, because in the Lord’s table meeting, after we partake of the bread and
the cup, the Lord takes the lead to bring us to the Father. The Lord leads us
back to the Father in the Spirit. Here we must remember Ephesians 2:18, which
reveals that our worship is through the Son, in the Spirit, and to the Father.
This is fully portrayed in Luke 15 with the parables of the shepherd, the woman,
and the father. It is through the Son’s seeking as the Shepherd and through
the Spirit’s enlightening as the woman that the prodigal son comes back to the
Father. Therefore, this coming back to the Father is in the divine dispensing of
the Divine Trinity. The Son and the Spirit are wrought into the returning son.
This is the true worship in God’s dispensing.

We have to experience the dispensing of the Triune God—the Father, the
Son, and the Spirit. Then we can have the kind of worship that the Father seeks.
(Basic Lessons on Service, pp. 50-51, 55)

Further Reading: Basic Lessons on Service, Isns. 5-6
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WEEK 10 —

HYMN

Hymns, #865

1

In spirit and in truth, O Lord,
We meet to worship here;

As taught by Christ, the Son of God,
We now in Him draw near.

2

Thank God, He is a Spirit true,
So near, so dear to us;

That we may contact Him in life,
In truth to worship thus.

3

A spirit God has made for us
That we may worship Him,

Not striving, serving outwardly,
But seeking from within.

4

Regenerated by the Lord,
Renewed in mind and heart,

He dwells within us as our life

True worship to impart.

5

We worship here according to
The inner consciousness,
Anointed by His Spirit now

His fulness we express.

6

In truth we serve and worship too,
In shadows nevermore,

In Christ, the one reality,

The Father we adore.

7

To God we offer Christ the Lord
Whom we experience;

With God we too delight in Him,
His light and sweetness sense.

8

In spirit and reality

Together here we meet,

To worship, praise, and fellowship

Around the mercy-seat.
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2015 Summer Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (2)
Message Eleven

The Angel of Jehovah
for His People to Take Possession
of the Promised Land
Scripture Reading: Exo. 23:20-33

Outline
Day 1

I. The title the Angel of Jehovah in Exodus 3:2 refers mainly
to Christ, the Son of God, as the One sent by God (cf. John
8:42) to save His people from their situation of suffering (cf.
Judg. 6:12-22; 13:3-22):

A. According to Exodus 3:2 and 6, the Angel of Jehovah, the sent One,
was Jehovah Himself, the sending One (cf. Zech. 2:6-11), and Jehovah
Is the Triune God (Exo. 3:6, 15).

B. For the purpose of calling and sending Moses, God, the sending One,
appeared to him as the sent One—cf. John 20:21; Acts 7:30-31.

I1.“The Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel,
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved
from before them and stood behind them”—Exo. 14:19:
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— BRATOET AT EANGEEHRRZIFE A The Angel of God in Exodus 14:19 is the Angel of Jehovah who called
BEE e IR A S fE H BRFn A48 5 & AR Moses; the Angel of Jehovah is Christ as God's sent One—3:2, 4.
TEAAPT2EEH—=2, 4,

A EEEAET EATITA, XFEALE B, The fact that God's sent One went before the camp of Israel indicates

75 R AR B A9 AR —A4% that Christ was the One who was leading the people.
= LaefE kT, AT, £EHE A C. When the Angel of God moved, the pillar moved also, showing that
AAFHR— EBEH5 38R R RS TF— the Angel and the pillar were one; Christ and the leading Spirit cannot
4+wW17~20, +5513, % E5=17, & %6, be separated—John 14:17-20; 16:13; 2 Cor. 3:17; Rev. 5:6.
AptHiw_F—7E, AL 4E4 1ll. The Angel of Jehovah in Judges 2:1 is God Himself in His

AR T, EMAPFZG=—FZEA Divine Trinity serving His elect as a Servant (cf. Heb. 1:14):
ARFMGER (Bk—14) -

— A BRI G R AR, AEs AL A The embodiment of the Triune God is Christ, and Christ is the Angel

091k, VERN B EATHIRF L BERR 1A of Jehovah, who took care of Israel as Jehovah in action in the Old
&3 A Testament.

Z ABERAIAEYESE, TR Z B, For Christ to be the Angel of Jehovah means that God has appointed
0 = — F Ik AR E] 6, AR IBAT 5 PR and commissioned Himself in His Divine Trinity to act in caring for
)T Koo His people.

= HARGH XA EMGET, I{z4EvAe C. Because Israel did not act as a proper wife, the very Jehovah who was
Ntk TAMREWI Al R THET the Husband, the Head, and the King of Israel became a Servant to
VRN, His wife:

1 #&%é'li—%iijﬂ, TRMEL XK, TARE, BAEI 1. He came to her not as a Husband, Head, or King but as the Angel of
e by e, MARIALTEZERE—T =9 ~ 11, Jehovah, who was sent by Jehovah—Zech. 2:9-11.
2BRARVAE TV E R K I BAE L H, AAEIPAIR 2. Since lIsrael did not regard Jehovah as the Head, He became a Servant
FUEH; ELMIt_F—F2 =T E ALY to serve her; His word to Israel in Judges 2:1-3 was not a rebuke or a
ERRTEZRAEL, 75— Y R command but the admonition of a servant.
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B = Day 2
B A A =59, AFR 24814 V. Christisthe Angel of the covenant in Malachi 3:1:
— R Bz 40EE5 L8 5KkF, &3] A Christ’'s coming suddenly as the Angel of the covenant will be to

A G ERATHAE B T 209 4— K =55 28, execute upon Israel the covenant that He enacted through His death—
Matt. 26:28.

Z ABE— kR, AL, IR¥EE (A%  B. In His first coming Christ came in the way of an Angel, a serving one
—14) mk, REAUARZHYS., (T (cf. Heb. 1:14), to serve God in forming the new testament (Mark
45, ) 10:45).

= YHAMENI—ROL LA ERE, #2 T4  C. When He established His table on the night in which He was betrayed,
4, (=220, ) EZAHE, #AHELHFHAK He enacted the new covenant (Luke 22:20), in which God is obligated
e, Fib g o252 KM 2 @1E RN £ 4, to forgive our sins and to dispense Himself into our being to be our
@t Efe—, FHAMNEBGAR, &40 life, our law of life, and our everything as our inward content that we
fEM, (BF=—31~34, EAB8~12, ) may live Him (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12).

W ABEAZHGES, ELEFHTHYS, D. As the Angel of the covenant, Christ in resurrection executes the new
E# 48 FRIE, B ARIERMNG FCHK covenant as its surety, making it real to us by assuring us that our sins
%, AEERLAHZ=Z—MEGFG 503 & have been forgiven and by dispensing the riches of the covenanted
ME &, #iFL L KR A FEFR—L 22, Triune God into us—7:22; Jer. 31:31-34.

IR=—31~ 34,
) — Day 3

BB TRE, ABEAHMAZITHM I V.In the book of Revelation Christ is another Angel in His
B, 23—z RME (fEF) —Lk 2, work in the divine administration—7:2; 8:3; 10:1, 5, 9; 18:1:
A3, +1, 5, 9, +t,/1:

— ERTERE, MAEMA “F—{2RME” , L  A. In the book of Revelation He is called “another Angel,” the unique,
ANe—, FAERAE, B AMZ yﬁ‘%’f 1, special Angel, because He is the One sent by God to carry out His
VAT AP 45 09 AR —1% economy.
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D.

As another Angel, Christ takes care of God’s people, both the sons of
Israel and the believers:

In 7:2-8 He takes care of the chosen remnant of Israel and is unveiled as
another Angel in relation to “a hundred and forty-four thousand, sealed
out of every tribe of the sons of Israel”—v. 4.

In His work as another Angel, Christ takes care of the believers, the
redeemed saints of the church, preserving them throughout all the
tribulations—wvv. 9-17.

Christ as God’s Angel controls the whole universe, directing the other
angels to carry out God’s judgment upon the earth—vv. 2-3.

In 8:3-5 Christ as another Angel executes God’s administration over
the earth by ministering to God as the High Priest with the prayers of
His saints:

The incense altar (the golden altar) is the executing center of God’s
administration.

The golden censer signifies the prayers of the saints (5:8), and the incense
signifies Christ with all His merit to be added to the saints’ prayers.

When the prayers of the saints ascend to God with the incense of Christ,
God carries out His administration—8:5:

God’s administration needs the saints’ prayers, which are their response
to Christ’s heavenly ministry; as we pray, He administrates, and as He
administrates, we pray.

Christ first offers our prayers to God and then pours out God’s answers;
the pouring out of God’s answers to our prayers equals God’s universal
administration.

Day 4

In 10:1-2 Christ comes as another Angel to take possession of the sea
and the land:
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1.

2.

VI.

His having one foot on the sea and the other on the land signifies that He is
coming to take possession of the whole earth—v. 2b.

Although the earth and the sea have been usurped by God’s enemy, one
day Christ will no longer tolerate this usurpation, and He will come to
claim His rightful inheritance—Psa. 2:8; 24:1.

In His work as another Angel, Christ will come to declare God’s
judgment over Babylon the Great and to appear in glory to make the
whole earth the kingdom of God—Rev. 18:1-2; 11:15.

Day 5&Day 6

“lI am now sending an Angel before you to keep you

in the way and to bring you into the place which | have
prepared”—Exo. 23:20, cf. vv. 21-33:

A. That the decree of the law concludes with a portion regarding the

Angel and the good land indicates that the purpose of the decree of
the law is that those who received the law would enter into the good
land—vv. 20-33.

. The Angel of Jehovah typifies Christ as the One sent by God to keep

His people in the way and to bring them into the good land, and
the good land typifies Christ in His all-inclusiveness as the allotted
portion of God's people—Deut. 8:7; Col. 1:12.

Thus, Christ as the sent One brings God’s people into Himself as the
good land; the goal in God'’s purpose is to bring His people into the
full enjoyment of Christ as the all-inclusive land.
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. Regarding the Angel of Jehovah, Exodus 23:21 says, “My name is in

Him”; the name of Jehovah is identical to His person, indicating that
the Angel of Jehovah is Jehovah Himself.

. Christ, the sent One of God, speaks for God within us; if we would

take possession of Him, we must learn to obey His voice; that the
Angel’s voice was Jehovah'’s speaking proves strongly that the Angel
and Jehovah are one—wv. 21-22.

. The various pagan tribes that occupied the land signify the different

aspects of our natural life—v. 23:

. The gods (idols) of the pagan tribes (v. 24), with the demons behind them

(cf. 1 Cor. 10:20), represent the spiritual forces of evil (Eph. 6:12).

. Behind our natural life are the forces of evil (cf. Matt. 16:23), who utilize,

manipulate, and direct the aspects of our natural life to frustrate us from
taking possession of the all-inclusive Christ and enjoying His riches.

. History shows that the pagan tribes in the land were the source of Israel’s

sin against God (cf. Exo. 23:33); this indicates that our natural life is the
source of our sins.

. In the sight of God, those who live according to the natural life are sinning

continually, whether they do good or evil; because the natural life frustrates
us from possessing Christ and enjoying Him, we must hate it (Luke 14:26)
and, as we grow in Christ, be willing to drive it out.

. The blessings in Exodus 23:25-26 signify spiritually that God will

give us bread (the Word—Matt. 4:4) to nourish us and water (the
Spirit—John 7:37-39) to satisfy us, will cause us to grow and be
fruitful, and will take away our sicknesses that we would not suffer
a premature death (cf. 1 Cor. 11:30; 1 John 5:16) but would grow in
the divine life to maturity, to full age (Eph. 4:13; Col. 1:28), in order
to gain the all-inclusive Christ as our possession for our enjoyment
(Phil. 3:8).
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. God will not cut off our natural life, signified by the pagan tribes, all

at once, because this would leave us inwardly vacant and in danger
of being taken over by demons, signified by the animals of the field—
Exo. 23:29; cf. Matt. 12:43-45:

. God cuts off our natural life gradually, little by little, according to the

degree of our growth in the divine life—Exo. 23:30; cf. Col. 2:19.

. The more Christ increases in us, the more He will replace our natural life.

“I will set your border from the Red Sea even to the sea of the
Philistines, and from the wilderness to the River; for | will deliver the
Inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out
from before you”—Exo. 23:31:

. The seas and the river in verse 31 signify the waters of death, and the

wilderness signifies barrenness.

. That the promised land, an elevated land full of life and the abundance of fruit

(Deut. 8:7-8), was surrounded by water and wilderness indicates that outside of
Christ, the reality of the good land, there is nothing but death and barrenness.

. Making a covenant with the pagan tribes signifies compromising with,

tolerating, our natural life—Exo. 23:32.

. God promised to drive out the pagan tribes, but God’s people had to

cooperate with Him by taking the initiative in destroying them; the more
Christ increases in us, the more we will be able to cooperate with God in
driving out the natural life—vv. 29-33; cf. Rom. 8:13; Gal. 5:24; Col. 3:5;
Phil. 2:12-13; 1 Sam. 15:9, 15, 23 and footnotes.

2015 Summer Training - Message 11 Outline - Page 7



" O—AFEFIIIL -F1lE NE-5E81: 2015 Summer Training - Message 11 Outline - Page 8



=i

BT—H - -H

= \\/ nE#
&/_éI]R%

th = 2 “HR oL A9 4F B MR B P KK 2 E B

T, e

4 “HRFo e RALT B, APIEAIF B A o
Bheeey 7

+v9 19 “E LTI F AT A G OEE, HERIE
DATA ERLMAATAT LS B E A 545,

WAty FiX AR, T R2RIGAPGILT AT, T4
£1E (BF4N42) REA T BB o435 (5
+512~22, +=3~22) . REHRKBR=ZF —F /o
N, IAefeagfE X lr g £EH, A LEEH AL
AT (AE=6~11) , mIfAEit 2 =—4# (Hh=06,
15) « ATHBHEERET, 2EEMMATEEHG S
SR (A —_+21) (XLKELR, H=2i1),

3% B w9 = AU AY 6948 F A AR E G 64 3 fe
fgE (=2, 452F1) . AL LH
VEAAPPT £ H . AT ZIEH EACTZATIT A, X5
B AR 7 R AR G e IR — 2. HAYAGE AT, A
FHF, RPEE T IR —, ABfdimeg X 2R
BT (H+wW17~20, +5513, E=17, 2
A26) (HB+wW19:21) ,

S=YoidE:

IRFe s 0G4E H L AAY A T, AP =—FFIA
REAMER (Bk—14)  ——APa AR F & LB
A BRI A LML H, 1ER BTN IRFate, BB
FRAETIA (Rh=2%1) . A BAIAftLdyitk,

O ATFEFIIF-FILIREBRAMES-51nR

« WEEK 11 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 3:2 And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the
midst of a thornbush...

4 ...When Jehovah saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to him out
of the midst of the thornbush...

14:19 And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them.

The title the Angel of Jehovah refers mainly to Christ, the Son of God, as
the One sent by God (cf. John 8:42) to save His people from their situation of
suffering (cf. Judg. 6:12-22; 13:3-22). According to Exodus 3:2 and 6, the Angel
of Jehovah, the sent One, was Jehovah Himself, the sending One (cf. Zech. 2:6-
11), and Jehovah is the Triune God (Exo. 3:6, 15). For the purpose of calling
and sending Moses, God, the sending One, appeared to him as the sent One (cf.
John 20:21). (Exo. 3:2, footnote 1)

The Angel of God [in Exodus 14:19] is the Angel of Jehovah who called
Moses (3:2, 4 and footnote 1 on v. 2). The Angel of Jehovah is Christ as God’s
sent One. The fact that God’s sent One went before the camp of Israel indicates
that Christ was the One who was leading the people. When the Angel of God
moved, the pillar moved also, showing that the Angel and the pillar were one.
Christ and the leading Spirit cannot be separated (John 14:17-20; 16:13; 2 Cor.
3:17; Rev. 5:6). (Exo. 14:19, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The Angel of Jehovah is God Himself in His Divine Trinity serving His elect
as a Servant (cf. Heb. 1:14). The embodiment of the Triune God is Christ, and
Christ is the Angel of Jehovah, who took care of Israel as Jehovah in action in
the Old Testament (see footnote 1 on Exodus 3:2). For Christ to be the Angel
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of Jehovah means that God has appointed and commissioned Himself in His
Divine Trinity to act in caring for His people.

Because Israel did not act as a proper wife, the very Jehovah who was the
Husband, the Head, and the King of Israel became a Servant to His wife. He
came to her not as a Husband, Head, or King but as the Angel of Jehovah, who
was sent by Jehovah (Zech. 2:9-11). Since Israel did not regard Jehovah as
the Head, He became a Servant to serve her. His word to Israel in Judges 2:1-
3 was not a rebuke or a command but the admonition of a servant. (Judg. 2:1,
footnote 1)

In order to take possession of Christ, we need to realize that we have Him
with us, even within us, as a living person....We have Him as the sent One,
the Angel of Jehovah, who has come to us through the wonderful process
of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, burial, resurrection, ascension,
glorification, and enthronement. How marvelous that such a One has been sent
to be with us!

In Exodus 23:21 and 22...the Lord says of the Angel, “Be careful before Him,
and listen to His voice....Listen to His voice and do all that I speak.” Twice
we are told to obey [listen to] the voice of the Angel, for His voice is God’s
speaking. This means that as the Angel, the sent One, Christ speaks for God.
How crucial, then, that we obey His voice!

Today Christ speaks for God in a living way from within us. In John 10
there is strong emphasis on hearing the Lord’s voice. Speaking of Himself as
the good shepherd, the Lord Jesus says, “The sheep hear his voice” (v. 3) [cf.
vv. 16, 27]....I have the assurance that we all have the voice of the Lord within
us. Even the young people, those who are still teenagers, have heard the voice
of the living One in them. Because they hear the Lord’s voice, many times it is
not necessary for their parents or anyone else to tell them what to do. Christ,
the living One, is more subjective to them than their parents. The parents of a
young person cannot go to school with him, whereas the indwelling Christ not
only goes with him to school but remains in him all the time. Because we have
Christ, the sent One of God, within us, we must obey Him. In particular, we
should obey His voice. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 876-877)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 74
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Mal. 3:1-3 I am about to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before
Me; and suddenly the Lord, whom you seek, will come to His temple. And
the Angel of the covenant, whom you desire, He will come, says Jehovah of
hosts....And who will stand when He appears?...He will purify the sons of
Levi and purge them like gold and like silver, and they will offer to Jehovah
a sacrifice in righteousness.

The book of Malachi reveals Christ in His first coming and in His second
coming. In His first coming He is the Messenger of God. As the Messenger of
God, Christ not only brings a word or a message from God to God’s people; He
Himself is the living message....In His second coming, Christ will be the Angel
of the covenant, the Desire of nations (3:1), and the Sun of righteousness (4:2).
Actually, Christ was the Angel of the covenant even in His first coming. As the
Angel of the covenant, Christ enacted the new covenant. Before going to the
cross, the last thing He did was to establish the new covenant at His table (Matt.
26:26-30). (Life-study of Malachi, p. 9)

Today’s Reading

Based upon this new covenant (Heb. 8:10-12), we are forgiven by God,
who even forgets our failures. God is then able to dispense Himself into our
intrinsic being to be our life, to be the law of life, and to be everything to us as
our inward content that we may live Him. This means that the new covenant is
to make us absolutely one with God. He becomes us, and we, being constituted
with Him, are one with Him in His life and nature. The New Testament reveals
that He and we form a mutual abode (John 14:20, 23). What a miracle this is!

We need to have the proper understanding of what it means to say that God
has been constituted into us to become us and that we have become one with
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God in His life and nature. The New Testament reveals that God is our Father
and that we are His sons. We are not sons who have been adopted by God but
sons who have been born of God. God is our Father because He has begotten us,
and we are His sons because we have been born of Him. Just as a child shares
the life and nature of his father but not the fatherhood, so we as sons born of
God share God’s life and nature but not His fatherhood nor His Godhead. We
are the same as God our Father in life and nature, but we surely are not God in
His Godhead or the Father in His fatherhood. This is the intrinsic revelation of
the Bible, especially of the New Testament.

In our daily living, we need to remember our status as sons of God
possessing the life and nature of God. For example, if a brother and his wife
both realize this, knowing that they are not only human but also divine, they
will respect each other to the uttermost. Instead of disputing, they will honor
each other and be kind to each other. Also, this realization will keep them
from losing their temper. When we are tempted to lose our temper, we need
to remember that we are sons of God. Even in such a matter as shopping in a
department store, we should not forget our status as sons of God. (Life-study of
Malachi, p. 10)

Christ’s coming suddenly as the Angel of the covenant will be to execute
upon Israel the covenant that He enacted through His death (Matt. 26:28). In
His first coming Christ came in the way of an Angel, a serving one (cf. Heb. 1:14),
to serve God in forming the new testament (Mark 10:45). When He established
His table on the night in which He was betrayed, He enacted the new covenant
(Luke 22:20), in which God is obligated to forgive our sins and to dispense
Himself into our being to be our life, our law of life, and our everything as our
inward content that we may live Him (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-12). As the Angel
of the covenant, Christ in resurrection executes the new covenant as its surety
(Heb. 7:22), making it real to us by assuring us that our sins have been forgiven
and by dispensing the riches of the covenanted Triune God into us. (Mal. 3:1,
footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Malachi, msg. 2
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 7:2 And I saw another Angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having
the seal of the living God; and He cried with a loud voice to the four angels
to whom authority was given to harm the earth and the sea.

8:3 And another Angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer, and
much incense was given to Him to offer with the prayers of all the saints
upon the golden altar which was before the throne.

Christ is another Angel (Rev. 7:2; 8:3; 10:1; 18:1) sent by God to carry out
God’s commission. In the Old Testament, Christ appeared as the Angel of the
Lord several times (Exo. 3:2-6; Judg. 6:11-24; Zech. 1:11-12; 2:8-11; 3:1-7),
coming to take care of God’s people for the fulfillment of God’s plan. Now in
Revelation He is again the Angel sent by God to carry out God’s purpose. (Life-
study of Revelation, p. 49)

Today’s Reading

[Revelation 7 is] an insertion revealing that before the great tribulation God
will do two things to preserve His people: He will seal the chosen remnant of
Israel and He will begin the rapture of the redeemed ones of the church.

Revelation 7:1 says, “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners
of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on
the earth nor on the sea nor on any tree.” This is the insertion between the sixth
and seventh seals, showing how God cares for His people while He is about to
execute His judgments upon the earth. The winds here are for God’s judgments
(Jonah 1:4; Isa. 11:15; Jer. 22:22; 49:36; 51:1).

At the opening of the seventh seal, all heaven becomes silent because the age is
about to be changed [Rev. 8:1]. The period before the opening of the seventh seal
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was the age of God’s toleration. For the sake of His purpose of preaching the gospel
to produce the churches to fulfill His eternal plan, God has been tolerating the sinful
situation on earth. But with the opening of the seventh seal, the age of toleration is
terminated and another age is brought in. This is the age of God’s wrath. God is now
coming in to intervene in the rebellious and sinful situation on earth.

In the midst of this solemn scene, another Angel appears (v. 3). This angel
is Christ....In the administration of God’s judgment upon the earth, Christ is
the Angel standing on the position of One who has been sent by God. In a very
positive sense, Christ is everything; He is whatever the economy of God needs.
Revelation specifically describes Christ as “another Angel,” indicating that He
is not a regular or common angel but...the unique, special Angel.

The first altar in Revelation 8:3 refers to the altar of burnt offering (cf.
Exo. 27:1-8), and the golden altar before the throne refers to the incense altar
(cf. Exo. 30:1-9). The golden censer signifies the prayer of the saints, which is
brought to God by Christ as the other Angel. The incense signifies Christ with
all His merit to be added to the prayers of the saints that the saints’ prayers
might be acceptable to God upon the golden altar. At the opening of the seventh
seal there will still be “saints” praying on the earth.

In this scene in heaven after the opening of the seventh seal, Christ appears
as another Angel to execute God’s administration over the earth in the way
of ministering to God as the High Priest with the prayers of His saints. As He
offers the prayers of His saints to God, He adds His incense to them. Revelation
8:4 says that “the smoke of the incense went up with the prayers of the saints
out of the hand of the Angel before God.” The “smoke of the incense” indicates
that the incense is burnt to God with the prayers of the saints. This implies that
by the incense which is added to them the prayers of the saints become effective
and acceptable to God....The prayer of the saints in this chapter must be for the
judgment of the earth which opposes God’s economy. The answer to the saints’
prayers is the execution of God’s judgment upon the earth by the following
seven trumpets. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 255, 278-279)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msgs. 4, 21, 23
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 10:1 And I saw another strong Angel coming down out of heaven, clothed
with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon His head, and His face was like the
sun, and His feet like pillars of fire.

18:1-2 ...I saw another Angel coming down out of heaven, having great
authority; and the earth was illumined with His glory. And He cried with a
strong voice, saying, Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great!...

“Another strong Angel” in Revelation 10:1, as well as the One in 7:2, 8:3, and
18:1, is Christ. At this point He is coming down out of heaven. This vision, part
of the insertion between the sixth and seventh trumpets, is a hint that before
the seventh trumpet, Christ is on the way to earth. At this time He is clothed
with a cloud and is not yet on the cloud, in contrast to Revelation 14:14 and
Matthew 24:30; 26:64. To be on the cloud is to come openly, whereas to be
clothed with a cloud is to come secretly. This indicates that even after the sixth
trumpet, Christ still is coming secretly, not openly. He will come secretly until
He is seen by all the tribes of the earth, as mentioned in Revelation 1:7 and
Matthew 24:30, at which time He will come openly. (Rev. 10:1, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

At the completion of His judgment of the world, Christ will come back to
take full possession of the earth (Rev. 10:1-7; 18:1). The whole earth will belong
to Him; not one part of it will belong to anyone else. Today many nations are
fighting to increase their territory, but they are fighting in vain, for whatever
they gain will eventually belong to Christ. In His coming back to take possession
of the earth, Christ will be like another Angel....This title is used to denote
Christ because, as God’s Administrator, He behaves like an angel....When He
comes to take over the earth, He will come as One who has been commissioned
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by God for this purpose. He will be another Angel with great authority and will
come in His glory (18:1). In His coming, Christ will place “His right foot on
the sea and the left on the land” (10:2). This indicates that He will tread upon
the sea and the land, which means that He will take possession of them (Deut.
11:24; Josh. 1:3). In the Bible, whatever your feet tread upon becomes your
possession. Since Christ will tread upon the sea and the land, both the sea and
the land will belong to Him.

Christ is coming down to take possession of the earth. Only He is worthy to
open the scroll of God’s economy, and only He is qualified to possess the earth. In
Joshua, God told the people that they would possess whatever part of the land the
sole of their foot would tread upon [1:3]....Based upon the same principle, Christ,
as another Angel sent by God, will come to tread upon the sea and the earth, for
the earth and the sea have both been given to Him as His inheritance (Psa. 2:8).
Although the earth and sea have been usurped by His enemy, and although He
has been tolerating this for centuries, one day He will tolerate it no longer. He will
come to claim His rightful inheritance. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 23-24, 310)

This Angel with great authority is Christ. As He comes down out of heaven,
the earth is illumined with His glory. In Revelation 10:1 Christ is still clothed
with a cloud, and in 14:14 He is sitting on the cloud, whereas in 18:1 His glory
shines over the earth, indicating that His coming back to earth is nearer at
hand than the coming mentioned in 10:1 and 14:14. He will come out of heaven,
first in the cloud secretly, then on the cloud openly; eventually, He will shine
over the earth to destroy Babylon the Great, the city of Rome, with His great
authority. (Rev. 18:1, footnote 1)

[The Angel’s coming down out of heaven] is Christ’s coming (parousia)
reaching the earth at the end of the great tribulation for Him to take full
possession of the earth as His kingdom. At this time the material Babylon the
Great will suffer judgment and fall. (Rev. 18:1, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msgs. 2, 26, 49, 53
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<« WEEK 11 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 23:20 I am now sending an Angel before you to keep you in the way and
to bring you into the place which I have prepared.

31 And I will set your border from the Red Sea even to the sea of the Philistines,
and from the wilderness to the River; for I will deliver the inhabitants of the
land into your hand, and you shall drive them out from before you.

Both the Angel and the promised land are types of Christ. The Angel typifies
Christ as the One sent by God to guard us in the way and to bring us into the
land....The good land typifies Christ in His all-inclusiveness. Thus, Christ as the
sent One brings us into Himself as the good land. This good land is the goal, the
aim, the mark, of God’s purpose. Since the good land typifies Christ, this means
that Christ is the goal. Who will bring us to this goal? No one other than Christ
Himself. On the one hand, Christ is the good land; on the other hand, He is the
One who brings us into the good land. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 862)

Today’s Reading

The fact that the decree of the law concludes with a portion regarding the Angel
and the good land indicates that the purpose of the decree of the law is that those
who received the law would enter into the good land. It was not God’s intention
simply to give the law to His people. His intention was to bring the children of
Israel into the good land....For this reason, immediately after the decree of the law
and the ordinances, God speaks of the Angel bringing the people into the good land.

Regarding the Angel of Jehovah Exodus 23:21 says, “My name is in Him.”
The name Jehovah means “I Am Who I Am” (3:14). This name is in the Angel of
Jehovah. Why is the name of Jehovah in the Angel? Simply because the Angel
is Jehovah Himself....The name of a person is identical to the person himself.
We cannot separate a person from his name, for his name indicates his very
being....The name of Jehovah was in the Angel and inseparable from the Angel.
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Exodus 23:22 says, “But if you will indeed listen to His voice and do all that I
speak....” This indicates that the Angel’s voice is God’s speaking. In John 14:10,
the Lord Jesus said, “The words that I say to you I do not speak from Myself,
but the Father who abides in Me does His works.” Just as the Angel’s voice was
Jehovah’s speaking, so the Son’s speaking was the Father’s working. The fact
that the Angel’s voice was Jehovah’s speaking proves strongly that the Angel
and Jehovah are one. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 863-865)

The blessings in Exodus 23:25-26 signify spiritually that God will give us
bread (the Word—Matt. 4:4) to nourish us and water (the Spirit—John 7:37-
39) to satisfy us, will cause us to grow and be fruitful, and will take away our
sicknesses that we would not suffer a premature death (cf. 1 Cor. 11:30; 1
John 5:16) but would grow in the divine life to maturity, to full age (Eph. 4:13;
Col. 1:28), in order to gain the all-inclusive Christ as our possession for our
enjoyment (Phil. 3:8). (Exo. 23:25, footnote 1)

Exodus 23:31 describes the boundaries of the promised land:...The bounds were
from “the Red sea even to the sea of the Philistines [the Mediterranean].” The seas
here signify the waters of death. Hence, from sea to sea signifies from death to death.
This means that one of the boundaries of the promised land is death. Verse 31 also
says that the boundary was to be “from the wilderness to the River.” The river also
signifies the water of death, and the wilderness signifies barrenness. If we study a
map, we shall see that the promised land is surrounded by death and barrenness.
The land itself, however, is a region of life filled with abundance of fruit.

Outside of Christ there is nothing but death and barrenness. Death and
barrenness surround Christ as our land and are the boundaries of Christ. The
Bible indicates that the promised land is elevated. This signifies that Christ is
elevated in resurrection. However, this elevated land, this elevated Christ, is
surrounded by death and barrenness. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 867-868)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 73
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« WEEK 11 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 23:29-30 I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the
land become desolate and the animals of the field multiply against you.
Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have become
fruitful and inherit the land.

God will not cut off our natural life, signified by the pagan tribes (see
footnote 1 on Exo. 23:23), all at once, because this would leave us inwardly
vacant and in danger of being taken over by demons, signified by the animals
of the field (cf. Matt. 12:43-45). God cuts off our natural life gradually, little by
little, according to the degree of our growth in the divine life (Exo. 23:30). The
more Christ increases in us, the more He will replace our natural life. (Exo.
23:29, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

According to Exodus 23:23-24 and 32-33, there are frustraters which
keep us from possessing the land. These frustraters, the various pagan
tribes occupying the land, signify different aspects of our natural life. For
example, one of the tribes was the Canaanites. The word Canaan means
merchant. In our natural life there is a Canaanite, one who aspires to make
money. Other tribes signify the lust of the natural man and the greed of
the natural life. In principle, all of the pagan tribes signify aspects of the
natural life. In a very real sense, these tribes are in us. This means that in
our natural life there are many frustraters which hinder us from taking
possession of the all-inclusive Christ.

Exodus 23:24 indicates that these pagan tribes had idols....The gods of the
pagan tribes were idols, and idols are related to demons. Behind every idol
there is a demon. The idols with the demons behind them represent spiritual
forces (Eph. 6:12).
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Behind our natural life are spiritual forces. For example, do you like to lose
your temper?...Within our natural life there is an evil temper, which we despise.
But behind this evil temper there are spiritual forces, demons....As Christians,
we have experienced losing our temper even when we did not want to do so.
There was something, some kind of force, which caused us to lose our temper
involuntarily. This indicates that the aspects of our natural life are utilized,
manipulated, and directed by spiritual forces behind the scene. The aspects
of the natural life with the spiritual forces behind them frustrate us from the
enjoyment of the riches of the all-inclusive Christ.

Exodus 23:33 says, “They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you
sin against Me.” It is a fact of history that the pagan tribes were the source of
Israel’s sin in the good land....This indicates that the natural life is the source
of sin....In the sight of God, all those who live according to the natural life are
sinning continually, even when they give alms or donate to charity.

As the source of sin among God’s people, the natural life frustrates them
from possessing Christ as the good land. Because the natural life keeps us from
possessing Christ and enjoying Him, we must hate it and, as we grow, be willing
to drive it out....Without growth in Christ it is not possible for us to drive out
the natural life.

The children of Israel were forbidden to make any covenant with the pagan
tribes (v. 32). Today we should not make any covenants with the natural life.
To make a covenant with the natural life is to compromise with it. Because it is
not easy to eliminate the natural life, we may be tempted to compromise with
it. To compromise in this way is to tolerate some aspect of the natural life. But
we should not tolerate the natural life in any way....If we take the initiative to
drive out the natural life, God will come in to honor us and strengthen us in this
matter....[This] depends on our growth in Christ. God promised the children
of Israel that He would drive out the pagan tribes from before them. But the
children of Israel had to take the initiative to drive them out....The more we
grow in life, the more we shall take the initiative to drive out the natural life.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 869-870, 885-886, 889)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 75
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WEEK 11 — HYMN

Hymns, #1286

1

The Lord has shown the way

Within the church today—

It's laboring, laboring, laboring on Christ.
Christ is the Canaan land;

In Him we boldly stand,

While laboring, laboring, laboring on Christ.
On to victory! On to victory!

Cries our great Commander—On!

We'll move at His command

And now possess the land

Through laboring, laboring, laboring on Christ.
2

The way that God has planned

To labor on the land

Is “Amen, Lord! Amen, Lord! Amen to Your Word

Whene'er He speaks today,
Whatever He may say,

3

The Lord has also shown

The land we'll fully own

By following, following, following the church.
Where’er the Body goes,

Howe'er the Spirit flows,

It's following, following, following the church.
On to victory! On to victory!

Cries our great Commander—On!

We'll move at His command

And now possess the land

By following, following, following the church.

”

It's “Amen, Lord! Amen, Lord! Amen to Your Word!”

On to victory! On to victory!
Cries our great Commander—On!
We'll move at His command

And now possess the land

By “Amen, Lord! Amen, Lord! Amen to Your Word

1”
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1.

In a sense, we can talk to God face to face, but in another sense, we cannot
see God’s face; this is a matter not of contradiction but of degree or
extent—John 1:18; Rev. 22:4a.

Christ is the cleft rock, the everlasting rock cleft for us; only in the crucified
Christ can we see God—EXxo. 33:21-23; 17:6; cf. Matt. 5:8; Rev. 22:4a.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God"—Matt. 5:8:

God is light; light is the nature of God’s expression—1 John 1:5:
The Triune God, as revealed in the light of the gospel, is light—2 Cor. 4:4, 6.

To see God is to see light, and to see light is to see God—1 John 1:5; Matt.
5:8; Psa. 36:9b.

Day 2
The condition for seeing God is having a pure heart—Matt. 5:8; Psa. 36:9b:

A pure heart desires only God and is focused on God; it is a heart that is for
nothing else in the universe except God.

Those who seek God out of a pure heart have God as their only possession
and their unique desire on earth; God is their unique goal—73:25.

To be pure in heart is to be single in purpose, to have the single goal of
accomplishing God’s will for God’s glory—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:50; Rom.
12:2; Eph. 5:17; Col. 1:9; 1 Cor. 10:31.

. If in seeking God we are pure in heart, single in heart (the ground where

Christ as the seed of life grows—Matt. 13:19), we will see God.

“I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has
seen You”"—Job 42:5:

In the New Testament sense, seeing God equals gaining God—Matt. 5:8.
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. To gain God is to receive God in His element, in His life, and in His nature

so that we may be constituted with God—Rom. 8:11; Eph. 3:16-17a.

. All of God’s redeemed, regenerated, sanctified, renewed, transformed,

conformed, and glorified people will see God’s face—Rev. 22:4.

. Seeing God transforms us, because in seeing God we receive His element

into us, and our old element is discharged; this metabolic process is
transformation—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2; cf. 1 John 3:2.

. To see God is to be transformed into the glorious image of Christ, the

God-man, that we may express God in His life and represent Him in His
authority—Gen. 1:26; 2 Cor. 3:18; 4:4; Col. 1:15; 3:10; Heb. 1:3; Matt.
13:43.

Day 3

. When we come to Exodus 24:1-2 and 9-18, we are at the threshold of

the heavenly visions contained in the following chapters; unless we
come to this threshold, we will not be able to see the heavenly vision
of God’s dwelling place:

. Beneath God’s feet Moses and the leaders of Israel saw something that had

the appearance of a large, transparent stone; Moses could only liken what
he saw under God'’s feet to a transparent sapphire stone, which was like
heaven itself for clearness.

. In our fellowship with the Lord, we may have a clear sky and see a work of

sapphire stone beneath Him—the vision of God in a transparent and clear heaven.

. Only when we are in such a clear atmosphere can we receive the heavenly

vision of the building of God’s dwelling place—vv. 9-11:

. In our fellowship with the Lord, our sky will become clear and transparent,

and it will seem that in front of our eyes there is something that resembles
the body of heaven itself for clearness—v. 10.

. In such an environment we will see God and the heavenly vision

concerning the desire of His heart to have a dwelling place with man on
earth—25:8; 29:45-46.
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4. Moses was actually the only one to receive the direct vision of the

tabernacle; Moses was on the top of the mountain, dwelling with God under
His glory and receiving the vision of His dwelling place—25:8; 24:15-18.

Day 4

It took Moses forty days and forty nights to see the revelation of God’s
dwelling place (v. 18); this indicates that receiving revelation from God
requires a long period of time, which is a trial or a test to us.

2 AL H RIE AT, B RTT M A
Mk mE” ——#2 8, A 45~ 46:

— HRBITE T, APRER B AR AR EA A

Il. “Let them make a sanctuary for Me that | may dwell in their
midst”—25:8; cf. 29:45-46:

A. The book of Exodus reveals that the goal of God’s salvation is the
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building of God’s dwelling place on earth—25:8-9; 29:45-46; 40:1-2,
34-38:

At the mountain of God, through Moses God’s people saw the revelation of
the desire of God’s heart—to have a dwelling place on earth—25:8-9; Matt.
16:18; 1 Cor. 3:9b; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16.

The physical tabernacle as God’s dwelling place was actually a symbol of a
corporate people, the children of Israel as the house of God—Exo. 25:8-9;
Heb. 3:6.

A & Day 5
ZXBERE—EA = TEN Rk B. In the Bible the word tabernacle is used in three ways:
1 352 AT 75 LT 89K 1. It refers to the tabernacle built at the foot of Mount Sinai.
23 FIR AP R EAR A, HIKLBITHKRET 2. It denotes the Lord Jesus as God’s tabernacle with man; the tabernacle in

A A BAE A AP R FR—2— 14,

3AGHTARIRMA, T RAPAM TR, ¥ AWK E, &
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3.

Exodus is a type of Christ as the tabernacle of God—John 1:14.

It refers to the New Jerusalem—the ultimate, consummate, enlarged
tabernacle of God—which includes God’s redeemed people from both the
Old Testament and the New Testament—Rev. 21:2-3.
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. “Tell the children of Israel to take for Me a heave offering. From

every man whose heart makes him willing you shall take My heave
offering”—Exo. 25:2:

. The heave offering typifies the uplifted Christ, the Christ who was lifted up

in His ascension—Acts 1:9.

. The fact that the materials for the building of the tabernacle were offered

to God by His people as a heave offering signifies that the church is built
up not with any natural materials but with the Christ who has been gained,
possessed, experienced, and enjoyed by God’s people in resurrection and
in the heavenlies—Phil. 3:7-14; Eph. 3:8; 2:5-6; cf. 1 Cor. 3:12.

. All the materials for the building of the tabernacle signify the virtues of

Christ’s person and work—Exo. 25:3-7:

. Twelve kinds of materials were used, in three categories (vv. 3-7): minerals,

signifying Christ’s building life (1 Cor. 3:9-12); plants, signifying Christ’s
generating life (John 12:24); and animals, signifying Christ’s redeeming
life (1:29).

. The redeeming life is for the generating life, and the generating life is for

the building life.

. That the minerals are mentioned as the first category indicates that

whatever Christ is and whatever He has done and is doing are all for God’s
building—Matt. 16:18.

. In the New Jerusalem, the ultimate consummation of God’s building,

there will be only minerals—gold, pearl, and precious stones; however, in
order to arrive at God’s goal, the redeeming life and the generating life are
needed—Rev. 21:18-21; John 1:29; 12:24.

Day 6

. “According to all that I show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the

pattern of all its furnishings, even so shall you make it"—Exo. 25:9:
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. In building the church, God works according to a prescribed and revealed

plan—Heb. 8:5; Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:20:

. The most important thing in our spiritual work is a knowledge of the

pattern shown on the mountain—Exo. 25:9; Heb. 8:5.

. The pattern shown on the mountain is the plan; if we do not understand

God’s plan, it will be impossible for us to do God’s work—Eph. 3:4.

. The pattern of the tabernacle and all its furnishings is a full type of both

the individual Christ and the corporate Christ as the Body, the church,
including many details of the experience of Christ for the church life and a
full picture of the church life with all its details—Heb. 9:4.
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and
announce to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

According to Exodus 33:21-23 the Lord said to Moses, “Here, there is a place
by Me, and you shall stand upon the rock; and while My glory passes by, I will
put you in a cleft of the rock, and | will cover you with My hand until | have
passed by. And | will take away My hand, and you will see My back; but My face
shall not be seen.” Christ is the cleft rock, the everlasting rock cleft for us. Only
in the crucified Christ can we see God. I am not able to explain in full what this
means. | can only speak in a general way that in the cleft Christ we can see God
to some extent. According to 33:23, we can see His back, but not His face. (Life-
study of Exodus, p. 1881)

Today’s Reading

[In Exodus 33] there are some theological problems for which there is no
solution. First, in 33:2 the Lord said that He would send His Angel before the
people. No doubt, the Angel here refers to Christ, and Christ is God Himself. As
long as Christ goes with the people, this means that God goes with them. Why,
then, did God say that His Angel would go, but that He Himself would not go?
Furthermore, why, after further bargaining by Moses, did God say that His presence
would go with them? God said that both His Angel and His presence would go with
the people. The Angel refers to Christ, and the presence actually denotes God’s face.
Therefore, we have the problem of God’s Angel and His presence going with the
people, yet God still said that He Himself would not go with them.

Another problem is related to God’s word to Moses in verse 20 concerning
seeing His face. The Lord said, “You cannot see My face, for no man shall see
Me and live.” However, verse 11 says, “Jehovah would speak to Moses face to
face, just as a man speaks to his companion.” How can we explain this?
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Furthermore, in these verses we see that God’s face is His glory, that
His glory is His presence, and that His presence is His face. How are we to
understand all this?...I do not have the solution to these problems. I can only
speak according to our limited understanding of what God is. In a sense, we can
talk to God face to face. But in another sense, we cannot see God’s face. This is
not a contradiction. Rather, it is a matter of degree or extent.

[In the same principle], for the Angel of God to go with the children of Israel
meant that to a certain extent God went with them. For God'’s glory to go with
them meant that God went with them to a further extent....[In Exodus 14:19]
both the Angel of God and the pillar of cloud were there leading the way. It was
possible, however, for the children of Israel to have one without the other. It is
better, of course, to have both. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1882)

[In 1 John 1:5] the expression, “God is light,” like “God is love” in 4:8 and
16, and “God is Spirit” in John 4:24, is used not in a metaphoric sense but
in a predicative sense. These expressions denote and describe the nature of
God. In His nature God is Spirit, love, and light. Spirit denotes the nature of
God’s person; love, the nature of God’s essence; and light, the nature of God’s
expression. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 46-47)

Matthew 5:8 says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”
Seeing is related to light. If you can see, there must be light. Without light, it
is impossible to see. This verse also says, “They shall see God.” God is light.
Therefore, to see God is to see light. The condition for seeing light is having a
pure heart; those who are pure in heart can see light. When the heart is pure,
one sees God; when the heart is single, there is light within; when the heart
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away; and when the heart is pure, one does
not slip and can know God further. Since there is such a close relationship
between the heart and light, it is necessary to deal with our heart in order to see
light. (CWWN, vol. 37, pp. 73-74)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 13; Life-study of 1 John, msg. 5
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 73:25 Whom do | have in heaven but You? And besides You there is
nothing I desire on earth.

Job 42:5 1 had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye has seen You.

What is light? First John 1:5 says, “God is light.” Only God is light. It is
impossible for us to encounter light without encountering God. God is the
Father of lights (James 1:17). God is the source of light. Therefore, when we
say that we see the light, it means that we see God; we have met Him inwardly.
Because we see God, we have light.

What kind of heart enables a person to see God? Those who are pure in
heart shall see God. What does pure in heart mean? A pure heart desires only
God and is focused on God. It is a heart that is for nothing else in this universe
except God. Only those who have such a pure heart can see God and can see
light. (CWWN, vol. 37, pp. 74-75)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 73:25 reveals that God’s pure seeker would have God as his only
possession in heaven and his unique desire on earth. God was the psalmist’s
unique goal. The psalmist did not care for anything except God and gaining
Him. In this matter Paul was the same (Phil. 3:8). (Psa. 73:25, footnote 1)

Matthew 5:8 says, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” To be
righteous is to deal with ourselves, to be merciful is to deal with others, and to be
pure in heart is to deal with God. Toward ourselves, we must be strict and allow
no excuses. Toward others, we should be merciful, giving them more than they
deserve. But toward God we must be pure in heart, seeking nothing besides Him.
The reward for being pure in heart is to see God. God is our reward. No reward
is greater than God Himself. We gain this reward by being strict, righteous, with
ourselves, by being merciful toward others, and by being pure in heart toward God.

2015 Summer Training - Message 12 Morning Revival - Page 3



AUABMNE—, AHE—ABIR, BXTRATEE
FEREAM (KRATT31) o XRANEFEZERGE, KM
HRRABETEABTORET (H—12, =6) , &MY
SREBFXAGFTAKG LN (KT=19) . A
HEHROE, AMNEEZREZR 5. B, FXMN48
BLEE, ANLE2oLeFTH—, FEAFR
BMEBRELEEMK K, ZMNEFFOF KA,
LAY, AR RFCZIANGTG, Xy Lh
EARN, LAAE RN (HRBFTEGELE,
—OANZZOALA) »

CHRMET R A AR, AAEFRAE LR, B &R
Tac, ALtflrRPRE, 7 (AW=5~6)
XA LMBEANANGT £ (BRFEE SN E S SR
FAPAYINIRZ SN) A, FREA T,

ANAYFETFEAN (KAL8) ., FEHEAHA LA
TE, AofeiF LiETH, 24 48 KA
Hib bk —, PRAMNEG—r. RIERA “A
A—" EE, RFEKMNEAGXF; BAHRAA
0 —3 5, EAPG A efeF LhA PR, L 5AP
SA—FEX R, BAE LAY, A& KAV AY ) AR,
18 X5 T AR89 AP A&

PR FAP R, 4, 2H. Ti, BRILEK
A, FRERAGE (B==4) ., HILAERMNT
(B =18) , BHH&KMA RLAVE, LA T
FHETIHNKMNET. SRMNETH, AAHOLE
#HBAME®, BT ELRHEEIR T o X # %R AKH
BT AEM A T, H LAY AT AR A AP RIE G
TR, A BATVRR A AP 8 — 35, AE RAVF AL AP 68
A4 R IA, FAMGRASERER (HE04E
IR, —ALE—ASNRT) o

Kig: B RABFEGELE,
=Tk,

Pt Ak ABiti

O AFEFIIGF-FI2REBEMES-54 171

To be pure in heart is to be single in purpose, to have the single goal of
accomplishing God’s will for God’s glory (1 Cor. 10:31). This is for the kingdom
of the heavens. Our spirit is the organ to receive Christ (John 1:12; 3:6),
whereas our heart is the ground where Christ as the seed of life grows (Matt.
13:19). For the kingdom of the heavens we need to be poor in spirit, empty in
our spirit, that we may receive Christ. We also need to be pure in heart, single
In our heart, that Christ may grow in us without frustration. If we are pure in
heart in seeking God, we shall see God. Seeing God is a reward to the pure in
heart. This blessing is both for today and for the coming age. (Life-study of
Matthew, pp. 184-185)

“lI had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has seen
You; / Therefore | abhor myself, and | repent / In dust and ashes” (Job 42:5-6).
This indicates that Job gained God in his personal experience (in addition to
knowing God in his vain knowledge by tradition) and that he abhorred himself.

Seeing God equals gaining God (Matt. 5:8). To gain God is to receive God
in His element, in His life, and in His nature. Eventually, this not only makes
us one with God—it even makes us a part of God. | prefer not to use the phrase
one with in describing our relationship with God because to be made a part of
God, to be constituted with God in His life and nature, is more than being one
with God. We see God that we may be constituted with God, yet we do not have
any share in the Godhead.

All God’s redeemed, regenerated, sanctified, transformed, conformed,
and glorified people will see God’s face (Rev. 22:4). Seeing God transforms
us (2 Cor. 3:18), because in seeing God we receive His element into us. As we
receive God, a new element comes into us, and the old element is discharged.
This metabolic process is transformation. To see God is to be transformed
into the glorious image of God. This makes us a part of God that we may
express God in His life and represent Him in His authority. (Life-study of
Job, pp. 157-158)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 15; Life-study of Job, msg. 30

2015 Summer Training - Message 12 Morning Revival - Page 4



o= fim —

BT __H-H

=R\

BEXMER

th —v9 16 ~ 18 “HRfn fe 49 RAEAF £ H 774
ZHBEEZ LSRR, FLRMREPTEER,
AR Fade by R AL TR E, AAET|ARAT, £
R T IR, BRH#EASTF LT 0,
AL PO+ EWt+®K, 7

EMNEREIBB —_+tWE—FZ_F, UARLE
FAF ., EMEBRX B, AAEEANLT EFH
BEERF S RMNLMEBEXNT3%, THAL
BRMFR (BRARAGESZ, —OLOR) .

EREEE

BANRIZEERE RRG KRy E24, LRiZEE
X2 FNERNL. AM—F AT, AREAHA
FERAY; 22 E% A —+twEiR, tHiakEftias
EEHREHAFERLT A, L EE LG, EHR
VAP T A -F 9L R Gy M7 ZEAVIF T “45 87
(10) AFHMEZL. EXRTH—F+TAET, KTIKL
BB A NP, RAEHLZAPERAAAR LR? X
RO RAAREEERN: XA EZ, BR. BREY, KK
OB ERL RGN, L EPIEE, - KAV
e %R —FFagink, 2RI KNG EREH E,
LBAREEIGEN, REKRAFAGR, A LAET
HEWHEZGWH I, SXAEZMEHARE, XA
=, RAMY, ZHBEW, —WmFANTE, XAME
EF, LA IAEMHEEZHOAN, b LIE&RPTE
NAEZFRNORL, :THFL0E,

O AFEFIISGF-FI2REEMES-550

<« WEEK 12 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 24:16-18 ...The glory of Jehovah settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the
midst of the cloud. And the appearance of the glory of Jehovah was like
consuming fire on the top of the mountain to the eyes of the children of
Israel. And Moses entered into the midst of the cloud and went up on the
mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

We shall consider Exodus 24:1-2, 9-18. When we come to this portion
of Exodus, we are at the threshold of the heavenly visions contained in the
following chapters. Unless we come to this threshold we shall not be able to see
the heavenly visions. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 936)

Today’s Reading

We should not try to analyze the Bible according to our natural mentality,
and we should not try to systematize biblical doctrine. John 1:18 says that no
one has seen God at any time, but Exodus 24 says that the seventy elders and
the others who were with Moses saw God. They even saw God’s feet. Moses does
not say that a paved work of sapphire was under God’s feet; he says that what
was under His feet was “something like” [v. 10] a paved work of transparent
sapphire. In Colossians 1:15 Paul speaks of the invisible God. How can the
invisible God be seen? Questions like these remind us that the Bible is divine,
spiritual, and mysterious and cannot be systematized or analyzed by the natural
mind. We need to apply the record in Exodus 24 to our spiritual experience.

In my fellowship with the Lord | like to have a clear sky and to see a work
of transparent sapphire underneath Him. I am happy when there is nothing
between me and the Lord, when there is no cloud, shadow, or obscurity and
everything is clear. Those who have had a certain amount of experience with
the Lord can bear witness to what I am speaking concerning the vision of God
in a transparent and clear heaven.
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Only when we are in such a clear atmosphere can we receive the heavenly vision
of the building of God’s dwelling place. This was necessary for seeing the vision of
the tabernacle in the Old Testament, and it is necessary also for seeing the vision of
the church today. The vast majority of the people, however, were at the foot of the
mountain and could not see this view. They might have seen something, but they
did not have as full a view as did those who were with Moses on the mountain.

Those who have had this experience of seeing the Lord under a
transparent and clear sky will not trade it for anything in the world. Nothing
can compare with it.

If you have not had the kind of spiritual vision described here, it may
indicate that you have not yet come to Mount Sinai in your experience with
the Lord. You need to come to Mount Sinai and stay there with the altar, the
sacrifices, and the blood. Then in your fellowship with the Lord, the sky will
eventually become clear and transparent. It will seem that in front of your eyes
there is something which resembles the body of heaven in its clearness. Then,
in such an environment, you will see God and the heavenly vision concerning
the desire of His heart to have a dwelling place on earth. The reason there is
virtually nothing said among Christians today concerning God'’s dwelling place
is that many believers have never come to Mount Sinai to receive the vision of
God’s dwelling place. Many of those who are truly saved have not yet come up
the mountain to behold the Lord in a transparent and clear heaven.

Moses was actually the only one to receive the direct vision of the
tabernacle. The seventy elders who worshipped afar off did not see the
vision directly. During the forty days Moses was with the Lord on the
mountaintop, they were waiting. Enjoying a transparent sky and a clear
view of God, they ate and drank for forty days, while God gave Moses vision
after vision concerning the design of the tabernacle. (Life-study of Exodus,
pp. 939-941, 943)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 268-271; vol. 43, ch. 80
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 29:45-46 And I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel, and I will
be their God. And they shall know that | am Jehovah their God, who brought
them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell in the midst of them; | am
Jehovah their God.

While the people were practicing idolatry at the foot of the mountain,
Moses was on the top of the mountain dwelling with God under His glory
and receiving the vision of His dwelling place. Praise the Lord for the vision
through which we know the desire of God’s heart. God’s desire is to have a
dwelling place on earth constituted of Christ and constituted according to
Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 944)

Today’s Reading

Moses saw the vision when he was on the mountain of God. If we would see
the vision of the tabernacle, we also need to be on the mountaintop with the Lord.

When Moses was on the mountain of God, he stayed with God under His
glory for forty days and forty nights. In the Bible, the number forty signifies
tests or trials. It is difficult for us to stand God’s tests. We prefer to see the
vision very quickly, within the space of a few minutes. But to see a revelation
from God requires a long period of time. It took Moses forty days and forty
nights to see this vision. From my experience | can testify that it has taken me
forty years to see this vision. Little by little throughout the years, the Lord has
shown His revelation. We should not think that we can see the divine revelation
In a hasty way....Spiritual things take time. In order to see the vision Moses had
to spend forty days and forty nights under the glory on the mountaintop.

The more | study the book of Exodus, the more | love it. Through my reading
of this book, | have discovered that it is a book not only on the exodus, but also
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on God’s dwelling place. The title of the book—Exodus—was not given by Moses.
It was given by others years later. This title is not all-inclusive, for it covers only
part of the contents of the book of Exodus. In the first part of this book we are
told how God redeemed His people and enabled them to make their exodus out
of Egypt and thereby to escape the tyranny of Pharaoh and the slavery under
the Egyptians. As far as the first part of the book is concerned, the title Exodus
Is comprehensive. But although this title is good, it can cause difficulty for
many readers, because it may give them the impression that this book is merely
concerned with coming out from under the tyranny of Satan. This title does not
include the goal, or the consummation, of this book. Consummately, the second
book of the Old Testament is on the building of God’s dwelling place on earth.

In this book many of today’s Christians care only for the exodus, not
for the building of the tabernacle. In those places where the Scriptures are
studied and expounded, can you hear a message concerning the building of
God'’s dwelling place on earth in this age? Many believers have the concept
that the building of God is in the heavens and only in the future.

We need to consider the picture portrayed in Exodus 24 and ask ourselves
where we are in our fellowship with the Lord. Are we with the people at the
foot of the mountain, are we with those on the mountain, or are we Moses on
the mountaintop?

Although what we have covered in this message lies beyond human
utterance, we can at least partially comprehend that in Exodus 24 we have
the vision of God in a transparent and clear heaven and also the stay with
God under His shekinah glory. Here we receive the revelation that the desire
of God’s heart is to have a dwelling place with man on earth. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 952-953, 959-960, 944-945)

The physical tabernacle (and later the temple) as God’s dwelling place in
the Old Testament was actually a symbol of a corporate people, the children of
Israel as the house of God (see footnote 1 on Heb. 3:6). (Exo. 25:9, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 80; CWWN, vol. 36, pp. 91-
96
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<« WEEK 12 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we
beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace
and reality.

Exo. 25:2 Tell the children of Israel to take for Me a heave offering. From every
man whose heart makes him willing you shall take My heave offering.

The book of Exodus may be divided into two sections: chapters 1 through 24 as the
first section and chapters 25 through 40 as the second. The second section, composed
of sixteen chapters, is primarily a record of visions concerning the tabernacle. These
chapters contain very little history. Here we see the details concerning the design,
materials, and construction of the tabernacle as God’s dwelling place on earth.

Many Christians have read through the book of Exodus without being deeply
impressed with the fact that the goal of God'’s salvation is to bring His redeemed
people into His dwelling place on earth. God’s aim in His salvation is to make
us His dwelling place. This crucial matter must be emphasized repeatedly until
it makes a deep impression on us. Therefore, we need many messages covering
the details of the wonderful, heavenly visions described in chapters 25 through
40 of Exodus. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 935)

Today’s Reading

In the Bible the word tabernacle is used in three ways. First, it refers to the
tabernacle built at the foot of Mount Sinai. Second, it denotes the Lord Jesus
as God'’s tabernacle with man. John 1:14 says that the Word, which is God,
“became flesh and tabernacled among us.” Through incarnation, Christ became
God'’s tabernacle on earth. Hence, the tabernacle in Exodus is a type of Christ
as the tabernacle of God. Third, the tabernacle refers to the New Jerusalem,
the ultimate, consummate, enlarged tabernacle of God which includes God’s
redeemed people from both the Old Testament and the New Testament. The
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goal of God'’s salvation revealed in the book of Exodus is to bring His people
into the tabernacle as His dwelling place. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 935-936)

To heave is to lift up. [In Exodus 25:2] the heave offering typifies the uplifted
Christ, the Christ who was lifted up in His ascension (Acts 1:9); it was often
accompanied by the wave offering, a type of the resurrected Christ (Exo. 29:26-
28; Lev. 7:30-32; Num. 18:11). The fact that the materials for the building of the
tabernacle were offered to God by His people as a heave offering signifies that
the church is built up not with any natural materials but with the very Christ
who has been gained, possessed, enjoyed, and experienced by God’s people in
resurrection and in the heavenlies (Phil. 3:7-14; Eph. 3:8; 2:5-6). Cf. 1 Cor. 3:12
and footnotes.

All the materials for the building of the tabernacle signify the virtues
of Christ’s person and work. Twelve kinds of materials were used, in three
categories: minerals, signifying Christ’s building life (1 Cor. 3:9-12); plants,
signifying Christ’s generating life (John 12:24); and animals, signifying
Christ’s redeeming life (John 1:29). The redeeming life is for the generating
life, and the generating life is for the building life. The fact that minerals were
mentioned as the first category indicates that whatever Christ is and whatever
He has done and is doing are all for God'’s building (Matt. 16:18). In the New
Jerusalem, the ultimate consummation of God’s building, there will be only
minerals: gold, pearl, and precious stones (Rev. 21:18-21). However, in order
to arrive at God’s goal, the redeeming life and the generating life are needed.
(Exo. 25:2, footnote 1)

The wall [of the New Jerusalem] is not built with natural materials merely
created by God, but the wall is built with transformed items. We all are
God’s old creation, but God put us into Christ to make us His new creation.
We all were natural beings, but we have been transformed from the old
creation into the new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). (God’s New Testament
Economy, p. 369)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 81-82
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« WEEK 12 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:8-9 And let them make a sanctuary for Me that | may dwell in their
midst; according to all that | show you, the pattern of the tabernacle and the
pattern of all its furnishings, even so shall you make it.

The most important thing in our spiritual work is a knowledge of the
“pattern on the mount.” In our spiritual work, many things are important,
and if we come short in any of them, our work will lose its spiritual usefulness
and not please God. Of these important items, the most crucial one is “the
pattern on the mount.” The pattern on the mount is God'’s plan. If we do not
understand God’s plan, it will be impossible for us to do God’s work. (CWWN,
vol. 38, p. 351)

Today’s Reading

The book of Hebrews tells us that the tabernacle was made according to
God’s revealed pattern. Before Moses built the tabernacle, he remained on the
mountain forty days and nights, in order to give God time to show him the
pattern and method of construction for the heavenly tabernacle. There were
prescribed patterns for everything from the Holy Place to the altar, including
the material and color of each layer of the tabernacle’s covering. Nothing
was left to random design; there were prescribed plans and standards for
everything. The altar, laver, table, lampstand, incense altar, Ark, and everything
else were made according to God’s prescribed pattern, which even specified the
kind of metal or wood to be used and their measurements and colors. Nothing
was left to Moses’ design.

God’s building of the church is the same as His building of the tabernacle;
He works according to a prescribed plan. No matter how great or how small a
matter is, God has an ordained way. Moses was not responsible for the design of
the pattern of the tabernacle; he was only responsible for carrying out the pattern
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according to instructions he received on the mount. The glory of a servant of
Christ does not lie in his ability to come up with new designs for God but in his
faithfulness in carrying out the will of God as he understands it. Understanding
God’s plan and working according to His plan are the glory of a servant of Christ.

A sister who has been serving the Lord for many years once said that man does
not have any liberty at all in the work of God. When Moses built the tabernacle,
he did not have the liberty to determine whether gold or silver should be used for
even the smallest nail; everything had to be done according to God’s instruction.

Moses’ building of the tabernacle gives us much spiritual light. It shows
us the proper standing of a servant of God in spiritual work. God prescribed
everything concerning the tabernacle; He did not leave one single feature or
small detail for Moses to design. God did not allow Moses to propose anything.
He told Moses not only the general features of the tabernacle but the details
as well. Not only were the patterns, materials, colors, and measurements of
every item determined by God, but even the way they were to be made was
determined by God. It was not enough for Moses to make them according
to God’s prescribed measurements and pattern; he even had to make them
according to God’s prescribed procedure. For example, the veils had to be
made not only of fine linen but of fine linen that was twined. The lampstand
had to be made not only of gold but of one piece of gold of beaten work. God
did not leave any room for Moses to make any proposals. He knew what He
wanted. He did not need man to be His counselor, and He would not allow His
servants to follow their own ideas in carrying out His work. (CWWN, vol. 38,
pp. 351-352)

The pattern of the tabernacle and all its furnishings is a full and complete
type of both the individual Christ as the Head and the corporate Christ as the
Body, the church, including many details of the experience of Christ for the
church life. See footnote 3 on Hebrews 9:4. (Exo. 25:9, footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 38, ch. 49; Life-study of Exodus, msg. 83
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WEEK 12 — HYMN

Hymns, #852

1

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, I love;
It is Thy Church so blessed,

Itis Thy joy and heart’s delight
And where Thy heart finds rest.

2

For her, Thyself Thou gavest, Lord,
That she be Thine, complete;

For her, I too my body give,

Thy heart’s desire to meet.

3

For her, Thou hast become my life,
That she my living be;

For her, [ would forsake myself,

That she be filled with Thee.

4
The Church is Thy beloved Bride,
Thou in Thy Body seen;

She is my joy and heart’s desire,
The one on whom I lean.

5

In her, Thy full supply, O Lord,
Thou dost to me impart;

In her am I possessed by Thee

To satisfy Thy heart.

6

Thy dwelling-place, O Lord, I love;
It is Thy Church, Thy home;

In it [ would forever live

And never longer roam.
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