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2015 Winter Training
Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)

BANNERS

@ The Ark of acacia wood overlaid with gold
signifies the pneumatic Christ as the embodiment of God
and as the mingling of divinity with humanity, the building of God with man,

dwelling in our spirit for us to contact God and enjoy God.

2 The anointing is the moving and working
of the indwelling compound Spirit to apply all the ingredients
of the processed Triune God and His activities into our inner being

so that we may be fully mingled with Him for His corporate expression.

@ Christ's interceding life, His prayer life, is the center
of the divine administration and of the execution of His government on earth;
the executing of God's administration is motivated

by the prayers offered to Him from the incense altar.

@ When we are one with the Lord at the incense altar,
interceding for the Lord's interests and
praying for the formation of an army to fight for God's move on earth,

our prayer is a fragrant incense to God.
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message One
The Ark of the Testimony
EM Hymns: 817, 612
Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:10-16
Outline
Day 1

The Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God (Col.
2:9); it also signifies Christ as the presence of the Triune
God with His people for the carrying out of His economy
to establish His kingdom on earth:

A. The first item of the furniture of the tabernacle is the Ark of
the Testimony, indicating that if we do not have Christ as
the embodiment of God, we cannot have the enlargement of
Christ, which is the church, His Body—EXxo. 25:21-22; 38:21.

B. The Ark contained the tablets of the law as the testimony of God,
the expression and revelation of who God is—25:16; 31:18.

C. The Ark in the Holy of Holies signifies the center of God’s
dwelling place, the church—Eph. 2:21-22.

D. The Ark signifies the contents of the church as the house of God—
1 Tim. 3:15-16; cf. 1 Sam. 4:22; Rev. 3:20.

Day 2

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 1
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Il. The Ark of acacia wood overlaid with gold signifies the

pneumatic Christ as the embodiment of God and as the mingling
of divinity with humanity, the building of God with man,
dwelling in our spirit for us to contact God and enjoy God—2
Tim. 4:22; 2 Cor. 3:17; Col. 2:9; Heb. 9:4:

. Acacia wood signifies Christ’s humanity, strong in character

and high in standard, as the basic substance for expressing
God—Exo. 25:10; Matt. 3:16; 4:4; 8:20; 9:12-13; 11:29; 12:19-
20; 17:27; 20:28; 27:12, 14; Mark 1:35; 6:39-40; John 6:12; 7:6;
cf. Acts 16:7.

. Pure gold signifies Christ’s eternal and unchanging divinity—Exo. 25:11.
. The acacia wood being overlaid with gold both inside and outside

signifies the divine nature penetrating the human nature and
resting on the human nature so that it may be expressed through
the human nature—v. 11; Rev. 3:18a; 2 Pet. 1:4; cf. Rev. 17:4.

. The size of the Ark signifies that it is a testimony—Exo. 25:10; cf.

Gen. 6:15-16.

. The rim of gold around the Ark signifies the glory of the divine

nature as the divine keeping power and holding strength—EXxo.
25:11; Heb. 1:3a; Phil. 1:20; 1 Pet. 4:14.

Day 3

. The four rings of gold and the two poles on the sides of the Ark

signify the move on earth of Christ as God’s testimony—Acts 8:1:

A. The casting of the four rings of gold signifies that the eternal life-

giving Spirit with the divine nature of Christ becomes the linking
factor and power through the experience of the cross—Exo. 25:12:

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 2
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. The number four signifies the four corners of the earth to reach all men—Rev.

7:1:5:6, 9.

. Two rings on each side signify testimony and coordination—cf. Luke 10:1.

. The two poles for carrying the Ark signify the move of Christ as

God'’s testimony—Exo. 25:13-15:

. The poles being made of acacia wood overlaid with gold signify that Christ’s

human nature is the strength for His move as God’s testimony and that His
divine nature is the expression of His move—1 Thes. 2:9; 2 Cor. 2:15; 1 Tim. 2:2.

. The poles being put into the golden rings for carrying the Ark signify that the

move of Christ is by men bearing God’s testimony in their bodies in the uniting
power of the divine nature—Phil. 1:20-21:

. We must be careful to use the proper means to bear God’s testimony today—1

Sam. 6:7-8; 2 Sam. 6:3-7.

. The proper way to bear the Ark is have a direct connection with the Lord Jesus,

without any distance between us and Him—Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 4:10-12.

. The two poles staying in the rings of the Ark signify our readiness for the move

of Christ as God’s testimony—Matt. 4:18-22; Rev. 14:4; cf. Luke 17:32.

Day 4

.“After the second veil, a tabernacle, which is called the

Holy of Holies, having...the Ark of the Covenant covered
about everywhere with gold, in which were the golden
pot that had the manna and Aaron’s rod that budded and
the tablets of the covenant”—Heb. 9:3-4:

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 3
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. The hidden manna is the portion of Christ that we enjoy in

the presence of God when there is no distance between us and
Him; when there is no distance between us and the Lord, we
enjoy Christ in the most intimate and hidden way; this is the
enjoyment of the hidden manna, the hidden portion of Christ—
EXxo. 16:31-36:

. To overcome the condition of the church in Pergamos is to separate ourselves

from the general practice of today’s Christianity and to remain in the presence of
God ministering directly to Him, not to anything else; here we enjoy something
of Christ that all those who are far off from His presence cannot taste—Rev. 2:17.

. If we want to enjoy the hidden manna, there must be no distance between us

and God; all the distance between us and the Lord must be eliminated.

. When we are ministering to the Lord and enjoying Him as the hidden manna,

we have direct fellowship with Him and know His heart and His intention;
it is in the presence of the Lord that we can be charged with Him, with His
intention, and with all He wants us to do.

. When we are ministering to the Lord, we will have God’s commitment because we are

in His presence, realizing that there is no distance between us and God—Ezek. 44:15-18.

Day 5

. The budding rod signifies that Christ, the resurrected One,

should be our life, our living, and the resurrection life within
us and that this life should bud, blossom, and bear fruit to
maturity—Num. 17:8:

. After the children of Israel rebelled, as recorded in Numbers 16, God

commanded the twelve leaders to take twelve rods according to the twelve
tribes of Israel and put them in the Tent of the Testimony before the Ark; then
He said, “The rod of the man whom I choose shall bud”—17:5.

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Outline - Page 4
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. All twelve rods were leafless, rootless, dry, and dead; whichever one budded

was the one chosen by God; here we see that resurrection is the basis of God’s
selection and that the basis of service is something apart from our natural life;
thus, the budding rod signifies our experience of Christ in His resurrection as
our acceptance by God for authority in the God-given ministry.

. The principle to every service lies in the budding rod; God returned the eleven

rods to the leaders but kept Aaron’s rod inside the Ark as an eternal memorial;
this means that resurrection is an eternal principle in our service to God—wv.
9-10:

. Resurrection means that everything is of God and not of us; it means that God

alone is able and that we are not able.

. Resurrection means that everything is done by God, not by ourselves; all those

who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they know that they
cannot make it.

. As long as the natural strength remains, the power of resurrection has no

ground for manifestation; as long as Sarah could conceive a child, Isaac would
not come—Gen. 18:10-15; 21:1-3, 6-7.

. What we can do belongs to the natural realm, and what is impossible for us to do

belongs to the realm of resurrection; a man must come to the end of himself before
he will be convinced of his utter uselessness—Matt. 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 18:27.

. If a man has never realized his own inability, he can never experience God’s

ability; resurrection means that we cannot make it and that God is the One who
has done everything—2 Cor. 1:8-9; 4:7.

Day 6

. The tablets of the covenant, which are the tablets of the law,

signify the law of the divine life, which is the spontaneous power,
automatic function, innate ability, and divine capacity of the
divine life—Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10; cf. Rom. 8:10, 6, 11; 10:12-13:
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. The law, this divine capacity, of life can do everything in us for the carrying out

of God’s economy:

. According to this capacity, we can know God, live God, and be constituted

with God in His life and nature so that we may become His increase, His
enlargement, to be His fullness for His eternal expression—Eph. 1:22-23;
3:19-21.

. Furthermore, the capacity of the inner law of life constitutes us to be the

members of the Body of Christ with all kinds of functions—4:11, 16.

. While the divine life grows in us, the law of life functions to shape us, to

conform us, to the image of Christ as the firstborn Son of God—Rom. 8:2, 29:

. The law of life does not mainly regulate us from doing wrong; it regulates the

shape of life.

. The law of life does not primarily function in the negative sense of telling us

what not to do; rather, while life grows, the law of life functions in the positive
sense of shaping us, that is, conforming us, to the image of Christ.

. Through the function of the law of life, we all will become the mature sons of

God, and God will have His universal expression—Heb. 6:1a.
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<« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above
the expiation cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark
of the Testimony, of everything which I will give you in commandment to
the children of Israel.

38:21 This is the sum of the things for the tabernacle, the Tabernacle of the
Testimony, as they were counted according to the commandment of Moses...

Exodus 25:10 says, “And they shall make an ark of acacia wood.” According
to verse 22, this ark was called “the Ark of the Testimony.” In the book of Exodus
the testimony refers to the law. God regarded the law decreed through Moses on
Mount Sinai as His testimony.

The law was given that we might have a portrait, a description, of God and thereby
understand what He is. For this reason, God considers the law as His testimony. As a
testimony of God, the law is a type of Christ. Christ is the living portrait of God, His
living definition and description. Therefore, Christ is the real testimony of God. Just
as Christ is the testimony of God, so the church is the testimony of Christ. The church
is a portrait, a picture, of Christ and is therefore the testimony of Christ.

Furthermore, the tabernacle is called the Tabernacle of the Testimony (38:21),
because the testimony is in the Ark, and the Ark is in the tabernacle. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 983-984)

Today’s Reading

The Ark of the Testimony was the first item of the furniture of the tabernacle. The
tabernacle had a number of important furnishings: the altar and the laver in the outer
court; the showbread table, the lampstand, and the incense altar in the Holy Place;
and the Ark in the Holy of Holies, the inmost chamber of the tabernacle....As the first

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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item, [the Ark] occupied the place of preeminence. We know from Exodus 40:2 and 3
that it was in the tabernacle, and from 40:20 and 21, that it was in the Holy of Holies.

As a type of Christ, the Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God’s
testimony. Christ is the embodiment of God....All that God is, is embodied in
Christ. Colossians 2:9 says that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
bodily. Our use of the word embodiment is based on this verse. Because God is
embodied in Christ, He is portrayed, defined, and explained by Christ. Christ is
God’s definition, His explanation. As God’s testimony, Christ is typified by the Ark
of the Testimony.

The Ark of the Testimony is the center of the Tabernacle of Testimony (Exo.
38:21)....Although our heart is not located at the exact center of our body, we nonetheless
regard it as being in the center. Likewise, because the Holy of Holies is in the inmost
part of the tabernacle, it is the center of the tabernacle. It is the focus of the tabernacle
and signifies the center of God’s dwelling place. God dwelt in the tabernacle but not in
the outer court or in the Holy Place. He dwelt in the Holy of Holies. The Ark in the Holy
of Holies signifies the center of God’s dwelling place, the church (Eph. 2:21-22).

The Ark also signifies the contents of the church as the house of God (1 Tim.
3:15-16). Just as the Ark as the embodiment of God’s testimony was the content of
the tabernacle, so Christ as the embodiment of God is the content of the church.

Inwardly the church must have Christ as the content in reality and not merely
in terminology. Outwardly the church must be on the proper ground, the ground
of oneness. This ground is also the ground of locality. Any ground other than the
ground of locality is not the ground of oneness.

If we would be the church, we must comply with both the outward prerequisite
and the inward prerequisite. The outward prerequisite is the ground of oneness,
and the inward prerequisite is Christ as the contents, as the embodiment of God’s
testimony....The church is the Body of Christ with Christ as life and everything.
The content of the church is Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony. (Life-
study of Exodus, pp. 984-988)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 84
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:10-11 And they shall make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits
shall be its length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half
cubits, its height. And you shall overlay it with pure gold; inside and outside
you shall overlay it; and you shall make a rim of gold upon it all around.

The Ark was not made of gold. It was made of acacia wood, which signifies
Christ’s humanity, strong in character and high in standard. Christ’'s humanity
is the basic element, the basic substance, for Him to be God'’s testimony. Christ
became the embodiment of God’s testimony in His humanity.

Christ was a genuine human being. He was born of a human mother, He partook
of human blood and flesh, He had a human name—Jesus—and He lived on earth as
a man. His humanity was the basic substance for Him to be God’s testimony.

Christ’s humanity was strong in character and high in standard. No other
person in history has had a humanity as strong in character and high in standard
as that of the Lord Jesus. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 988)

Today’s Reading

The acacia wood used to make the Ark also signifies that Christ’s humanity
is the basic substance for expressing God. In order to be God’s testimony, His
expression, Christ needed a humanity with a strong character and a high standard.

[In Exodus 25:11] pure gold signifies Christ’s divinity. Other metals may rust
or decay, but the substance of gold does not change. Hence, it signifies God who is
eternally unchanging.

Christ is one person with two natures, a human nature and a divine nature.
Because He is man as well as God, He can rightly be called a God-man....According
to the Bible, for eternity Christ will be both God and man. He is typified by the Ark
made of acacia wood overlaid with pure gold.
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The acacia wood was overlaid with gold both inside and outside. This signifies the
divine nature mingled with the human nature—God and man becoming one. This also
signifies that the divine nature penetrates the human nature and also rests on the human
nature so that it may be expressed through the human nature. If only the outside of the
Ark had been overlaid with gold, this would have signified joining instead of mingling.
Mingling is signified by the fact that the acacia wood was overlaid with gold both inside
and outside. The acacia wood was between two layers of gold. This is mingling.

Exodus 25:10 tells us the size of the Ark: “Two and a half cubits shall be its
length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half cubits, its height.
” Notice that these measurements are all halves of complete units. Two and a half
cubits, the length, is half of five cubits; and one and a half cubits, both the width
and the height, is half of three cubits. The numbers five and three are numbers
of God’s building (Gen. 6:15-16)....A half implies that another half is needed for
a full testimony....The fact that two and a half cubits is half of five, and one and a
half cubits is half of three indicates that the Ark is a testimony. The halves imply
another half, and these halves put together make up the testimony.

Exodus 25:11 says, “And you shall make a rim of gold upon it all around.” The
rim of the Ark was the border in the form of a wreath as a crown....This rim of
gold signifies the glory of the divine nature. Christ as God’s embodiment expresses
God by showing forth His glory. The glory of God is upon Christ as a border, a
rim. This rim which is upon Christ is the glory of God, the effulgence of His glory,
which expresses God. Furthermore, the glory of the divine nature as a rim signifies
the divine keeping power and holding strength.

When we as a living testimony of Christ live Him out, there will be a rim of
glory upon us. Others will sense that there is something wonderful and glorious
with us. This rim of glory will keep us and hold us....Actually what keeps us and
holds us is the very Christ whom we live out day by day. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
989-993)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 84
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:12-14 And you shall cast four rings of gold for it, and put them on its
four feet; and two rings shall be on one side of it, and two rings on the other
side of it. And you shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with
gold. And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the Ark to
carry the Ark with them.

The Ark typifies Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony. Far from being
stationary, this testimony should be able to move. The book of Acts is a record of
the acts, or the move, of Christ,...a description of the [four] rings and the [two]
poles, that is,...an account of the move on earth of Christ as God’s testimony.

Four rings of gold signify that the divine nature of Christ is the linking factor
and power....A gold ring signifies the Spirit with whom we have been sealed.
Because a ring has no beginning or ending, it signifies the eternal Spirit. These
rings made of gold, the divine nature of Christ, signify the linking factor and
power. Without the rings, there would have been no way to hold the Ark. There
would have been no link, no connection. The life-giving eternal Spirit signified by
the rings is the linking factor and power. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 997-998)

Today’s Reading

Exodus 25:12 says that the rings were cast. They were not made of beaten
work. The casting of the rings signifies that the eternal life-giving Spirit becomes
the linking power through the experience of the cross. Being cast signifies tests
which come through suffering. The more we experience the cross, the more the
life-giving eternal Spirit will be cast to become the golden rings. Then we shall
have strong rings for the move of God'’s testimony.

The number four according to the Bible signifies the four corners of the earth
to reach all men (Rev. 7:1). According to Revelation 5:6 the seven Spirits of God

2015 Winter Training - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 5



ZIiEAANLNT
Ml B FT A 69 A

BERERE T AFT_F, HIEXAHHIK, A
i\’d&%‘fﬂiff HRAFERIELEEF — B LIE (B
+—3) . AP L TR, Fi ﬁ%kﬁﬁ%ﬁ

;%ﬁ&%iﬁ ZETIREBAFAAGE L

AH QAL LT . YA H T%%EW
m*ﬁ,ﬁ%%\%ﬂ\%ﬁﬁ,&ﬁ A A
AT, AANARK; TERIENIEERE, - HBAHEGHA
MAL, FAEAEAY WAEZ BT,

Arfe e K& —4F, R R B % RMEEg---,

09 /B NP F R ARAEAT A IE, HATH =,
HEFEESTA, ABIE (H=_F14), XE iRk
BoiTsh 7 Rt A AR BEAY XM FIREGR N L,
AT FAR L3 R AP 69 Ak, -+ 13X 45 8 AR 2k L 4E
A, LAF ANIEZBEOA, L5422 —,

Ai&ﬂ%ﬁét, PR EA Y T XH R E 6N
JE, BT R G5 T IR BRI, K2
Mle A BHF A ARMNGRLL, XESLH, £#M5
MZ B Rz AT, RAEFEZH MG R

ik, iz 5A—,

BRERAR_TEZFTEN, LEFAENTA, KT
Fodick, XEREBMNAREIFE, AENEA LI EE
o BAVLIRERAEZIFE, AEHE LT, &A%
AFGi, #ERIA S ERN, LFH—KHE, KNG
BEHRMNPTEG Ty 1BEEANRR, EALFERAMN 2 A 6934

FEAY IEZ AR K ILag B, &

FE B

T, £EHAOBE R L. ANME L ERAELFE, HEIH
WiE—RariE, —RT3 (BRRRAEGELE, — AN,
""ﬁfbé"")":"\ ""7:,:—@""/\‘5- \) o

Sk HBERRAGIEE, FATLE

O AEFERFIIIG-FIRERERMES-EF61

are “sent forth into all the earth.” Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony
must reach all men.

According to Exodus 25:12, there were to be two rings on one side of the Ark and two on its
second side. Two rings on each side signifies a testimony in every aspect (Rev. 11:3). The two
rings on each side imply coordination. There were two persons at each end to carry the Ark.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He sent out His disciples two by two...to
bear His testimony for His move on earth. The principle is the same with the
Ark and its move. There were two rings, two sides, two poles, and probably two
persons in front and in back. This signifies testimony and coordination....The two
poles for carrying the Ark signify the move of Christ as God’s testimony.

The poles, like the Ark itself, were made of acacia wood,...[signifying] that
Christ’s human nature is the strength for His move as God’s testimony.

The poles were put into the golden rings for carrying the Ark [Exo. 25:15]. This
signifies that the move of Christ is by men bearing God’s testimony in their bodies
in the uniting power of Christ’s divine nature....This indicates that the witnesses,
those who bear the Ark of the Testimony, must be one with the Ark.

We must be careful to use only the proper means to carry the Lord’s testimony
today....The proper way is to have a direct connection with the Lord Jesus. We
must bear Christ upon our shoulders. This means that there should not be any
distance between us and Him. If we would bear Him as God’s testimony, we
should be one with Him.

According to 25:15, the poles were to stay in the rings of the Ark and not depart
from it. This signifies our readiness for the move of Christ as God’s testimony. We
must always be ready for the testimony of God to move. We should have the rings
and the poles, and the poles should be in the rings. For a period of time, we may stay
where we are. At some point the Lord may move us to another city, perhaps even to
another country. We should always be ready to go, to move, with the Lord’s testimony.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 998-999, 1001-1002, 1004-1006)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 85
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 9:3-4 And after the second veil, a tabernacle, which is called the Holy of
Holies, having a golden altar and the Ark of the Covenant covered about
everywhere with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna and
Aaron’s rod that budded and the tablets of the covenant.

Rev. 2:17 ...To him who overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna...

Where is God? He is in the Holy of Holies, in the innermost chamber of the
tabernacle....If you are a priest, you may be in the Holy Place and be closer to God
than the Levites who are serving in the outer court. Nevertheless, although you
may be a priest ministering in the Holy Place, you are not yet in the Holy of Holies.
Thus, there is still a distance between you and God. If you want to enjoy the hidden
manna, there must be no distance between you and God. All the distance between
you and the Lord must be eliminated. (Life-study of Hebrews, p. 666)

Today’s Reading

[Today] nearly all Christians are ministering to something other than God, not
to God Himself. They go to the mission field, preach the gospel, win souls, and teach
the Bible. There are many such works, works which are for God, but which are other
than God Himself. All those engaged in such work have the right to enjoy the open
Christ, the open manna. But there is still the top portion of Christ which is kept in
the presence of God, reserved especially for those who do not serve anything other
than God Himself.

There is a special portion of Christ kept in the presence of God for
the dear ones who overcome the situation of the church in Pergamos. To
overcome the condition of the church in Pergamos is to separate yourself
from the general practice of today’s Christianity and to remain in the
presence of God ministering directly to Him, not to anything else. Here
we have the enjoyment of the hidden manna, the special portion of Christ.
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Here we enjoy something of Christ which all those who are far off from His
presence cannot taste.

Consider the service around the tabernacle in the Old Testament. The Levites
served in the outer court, and the priests served in the outer court and in the Holy
Place where they arranged the showbread, trimmed the lamp, and burned the
incense. But when the high priest entered into the Holy of Holies, there was hardly
any work to do. Here, in the Holy of Holies, the high priest ministered directly in
the presence of God. Here, in the Holy of Holies, the ministering one enjoys the
hidden manna. What is the hidden manna? It is that portion of Christ which we
enjoy in the presence of God when there is no distance between us and Him.

Many times...we realized that we were not very close to the Lord. Yet, although
there was a distance between us and the Lord, we still enjoyed something of
Him. Nevertheless, we had the sense that our enjoyment of the Lord was not that
sweet. At other times we were somewhat closer to the Lord and sensed that our
enjoyment of Him was sweeter....When there is no distance between us and the
Lord, we enjoy Christ in the most intimate and hidden way. This is the enjoyment
of the hidden manna, the hidden portion of Christ.

The hidden manna is the same as the open manna but in a different situation.
When the manna is in the open air, it is the open manna. When it is in the
presence of the Lord, concealed under several layers, it becomes the hidden
manna. In nature, function, and every other aspect, the hidden manna is the
same as the open manna....[The] difference [is] in position. The open manna is
open to the public and the hidden manna is closed....If we go along with worldly
Christianity, we may only enjoy the open manna, the open Christ. However, we
shall be unable to enjoy the hidden Christ because He is always hidden in God.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 670-672)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 59-60; CWWN, vol. 11,
“Ministering to the House or to God?”
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 17:8 And on the next day Moses went into the Tent of the Testimony, and
there was the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi: it had budded; it even put
forth buds and produced blossoms and bore ripe almonds.

10 Then Jehovah said to Moses, Put back the rod of Aaron before the
Testimony to be kept as a sign against the rebels, so that you may put an end
to their murmurings against Me, and they not die.

A rod is a piece of dead wood that has not only been cut but is also dried up.
Yet such a dead and dried-up piece of wood budded! A bud is something organic,
something of life. The budding rod of Aaron typifies not a dead Christ but the
resurrected Christ, the budding Christ, who not only buds but also blossoms and
bears fruit to maturity. Such a Christ imparts life to others (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3).
Today He is still budding, and we are the fruit, the almonds, of His budding. (Num.
17:8, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

God commanded the twelve leaders to take twelve rods according to the twelve
tribes of Israel, and put them in the tent of meeting before the Ark. Then He said,
“And the rod of the man whom | choose shall bud” (Num. 17:5)....[A rod] is a
branch that has been stripped of its leaves and roots. It once was living but now
has become dead. It once derived its sap from the tree, being able to blossom and
bear fruit, but now has become dead. All twelve rods were leafless, rootless, dry,
and dead. Whichever one budded was the one that was chosen by God. Here we
see that resurrection is the basis of God’s selection. It is also the basis of authority.

Resurrection is everything that is not out of our natural life, not out of
ourselves, and not based on our ability. Resurrection speaks of the things that are
beyond us, which we cannot do in ourselves....If a man has never realized his own
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inability, he can never experience God’s ability....Resurrection means that God has
given us something that we did not have in ourselves....Resurrection means that
you cannot make it and that God is the One who has done everything.

The principle to every service lies in the budding rod. God returned all the
eleven rods to the leaders, but kept Aaron’s rod inside the Ark as an eternal
memorial. This means that resurrection is an eternal principle in our service to
God. A servant of the Lord is one who has died and resurrected. God testifies again
and again to His people that authority to serve God lies in resurrection, not in a
person himself. All services to the Lord must pass through death and resurrection
before they will be acceptable to God. Resurrection means that everything is
of God and not of us. It means that God alone is able and that we are not able.
Resurrection means that everything is done by God, not by ourselves. All those
who think highly of themselves and who hold a misguided judgment of themselves
have never realized what resurrection is. No one should be mistaken to think that
he can do anything by himself. If a man continues to think that he is able, that he
can do something, and that he is useful, he does not know resurrection....All those
who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves; they know that they
cannot make it. As long as the natural strength remains, the power of resurrection
has no ground for manifestation. As long as Sarah could beget a child, Isaac would
not come. What we can do belongs to the natural realm, and what is impossible
for us to do belongs to the realm of resurrection.

God'’s ability is not manifested in His creation but in resurrection. God’s greatest
power is manifested not through creation but through resurrection. When God’s
power is manifested in creation, it does not need to be preceded by death. But when
His power is manifested in resurrection, there is the need for it to be preceded by
death. Every created thing needs no precedence for its creation, but everything in
resurrection has its precedence....A man must come to the end of himself before he
will be convinced of his utter uselessness. (CWWN, vol. 47, pp. 243, 247-250)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 15; Life-
study of Hebrews, msgs. 61-62
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 31:33 But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, declares Jehovah: I will put My law in their inward
parts and write it upon their hearts; and | will be their God, and they will
be My people.

Rom. 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and of death.

The law that has freed us from the law of sin, which is of Satan, who dwells in
the members of our fallen body (Rom. 7:23, 17), is of this Spirit of life. It is this
law, not God nor the Spirit, that works in us to deliver us from the working of the
law of sin in our flesh and to enable us to know God and gain God and thereby live
Him out. This law of the Spirit of life is the spontaneous power of the Spirit of life.
Such a spontaneous law works automatically under the condition that fulfills its
requirements. (Rom. 8:2, footnote 1)

According to its life, the law of the new covenant is the Triune God, and
according to its function, it is the almighty divine capacity. This divine capacity
can do everything in us for the carrying out of God’s economy. According to this
capacity we can know God, live God, and be constituted with God in His life and
nature that we may become His increase, His enlargement, to be His fullness for
His eternal expression (Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19-21). Furthermore, the capacity of the
inner law of life constitutes us the members of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27;
Eph. 5:30) with all kinds of functions (Rom. 12:4-8; Eph. 4:11, 16). (Jer. 31:33,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

As the life of an apple tree grows, its law shapes the form of its life. Thus, when
an apple tree bears fruit, it bears fruit with the proper form, the form of apples.
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The same is true of a peach tree. Hence, the law of life does not regulate us from
doing wrong; it regulates the shape of life.

If a certain life does not grow, the law of that life cannot function. The law
only operates as the life grows. The law of life does not primarily function in the
negative sense of telling us what not to do. No, rather, while life grows the law
of life functions in the positive sense of shaping us, that is, conforming us to the
image of Christ. This is the function of the law of life.

Do not think that the law of life will always correct you. For example, when you
are about to exchange words with your wife, the law of life will not merely restrict
you from arguing with her. The working of the law of life is not as low as we have
thought. Due to our human, natural, religious concept, we have greatly depreciated
the function of the law of life. We all have been sin-centered and sin-conscious,
but we should be neither sin-centered nor sin-conscious. Though we are occupied
with overcoming sin, the world, our ugly flesh, and our bad habits, God would say,
“Forget about these things! Don’t you realize that on the day you were regenerated
you were transferred out of one realm into another? Will you please forget about
the old realm?” Praise God that we have been born of Him! This divine birth has
transferred us into a new realm, a realm in which there is no sin, world, or flesh. In
this realm there is the function of the law of life. Remember that the law of life is not
mainly regulating us; it is mainly shaping us, conforming us to the image of Christ.

Shaping by the law of life is the meaning of the word “conformed” in Romans
8:29. The law of the Spirit of life conforms us to the image of the firstborn Son of
God. As the life grows, the law conforms us to the image of Christ....The positive
working of the law of life...shapes us to His form.

The law of life does not regulate us from sin, because it is not in the realm of
sin; it is in the realm of the divine life where there is no sin, world, flesh, or self. As
life grows, its law works...to shape us, to conform us to the image of the firstborn
Son of God. Eventually, through the function of the law of life, we all shall become
the mature sons of God, and God will have His universal, corporate expression.
(Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 770-772)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msgs. 64-65, 69
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

Hymns, #769

1 To the holiest place I'd come,
There within the veil to be;

There to touch the throne of grace,

Let life’s water flow thru me.

2 Now the holiest place of all
Right within my spirit is;
Here the Lord in me abides,
And my spirit joins with His.

3 To my spirit I'd return,

For 'tis here the Lord I'll meet;
0 how marvellous it is!

He’s within, in me complete.

4 Fragrance of the risen Christ
Thru my spirit may be spread;
If in spirit [ will pray

Christ will be exhibited.

5 If in spirit Him I touch,

With His riches filled I'll be;

Life and light and love and grace
As a stream will flow thru me.

6 Touching deeply, richly I

Of Himself experience,

Thus the law of life I touch
And His clear anointing sense.

7 In my spirit deeper still

[ would touch the Lord I love,
Touch Him in His hidden depth
And His hidden manna prove.

8 When the resurrection life

Is made real in pow’r to me,

As the rod with sprouting buds,
[ will then accepted be.

9 Here I find the throne of grace,
Where the living water flows

As ariver full of grace

Into me grace to bestow.

10 Then whene’er we meet to pray,
All our spirits we’ll release;
Mingled will our spirits be,
And we’ll serve the Lord as priests.

11 This the holiest place is too,
Where we all may touch the Lord,
Touch His throne in many ways
Till His grace on us is poured.
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message Two
The Expiation Cover—the Propitiation Place
AY Hymns: 295, 770

Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:16-22; 37:6-9; Lev. 16:14-15, 29-30; Heb. 4:16;
9:3-5

Outline
Day 1

I. The expiation cover (Exo. 25:16-22; 37:6-9), the propitiation
place, was the sin-covering lid on the Ark; Romans 3:25
says that Christ is our propitiation place:

A. As a type in the Old Testament, the expiation cover, the lid of
the Ark, was hidden in the Holy of Holies; in the New Testament
Christ as the propitiation place, the reality of the expiation
cover, is openly set forth before all men—v. 25.

B. The Ark was the place where God met with His people; in the Ark
was the law of the Ten Commandments, which by its holy and
righteous requirement exposed and condemned the sins of the people
who came to contact God; however, by the lid of the Ark, with the
propitiating blood sprinkled on it on the Day of Expiation, the entire
situation on the sinner’s side was fully covered—Lev. 16:14-16.
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. Therefore, upon this sin-covering lid God could meet with

the people who broke His righteous law, and He could do
this without, governmentally, any contradiction to His
righteousness, even under the observing of the cherubim that
bore His glory and overshadowed the lid of the Ark—Exo. 25:22.

. Thus, the problem between man and God was appeased, enabling God

to forgive and be merciful to man and thereby to give His grace to man.

. This is a prefigure of Christ as the Lamb of God taking away the

sin that caused man to have a problem with God, thus satisfying
all the requirements of God’s holiness, righteousness, and glory
and appeasing the relationship between man and God.

. Hence, God could pass over the people’s sins that had previously

occurred; and, in order to show forth His righteousness, He had
to do this; this is what Romans 3:25 refers to.

. The Hebrew word for the lid of the Ark is kapporeth, from a root

meaning “to cover”; in the Septuagint this word is translated
hilasterion, which means “the place of propitiation” (implying
to forgive and to give mercy—the word rendered “propitious” in
Hebrews 8:12 is the root of hilasterion, and the word rendered
“propitiated” in Luke 18:13 is derived from this root).

. The King James Version adopts the rendering “mercy seat,”

referring to the place where God grants mercy to man; in
Hebrews 9:5 Paul used the word hilasterion for the lid of the
Ark; in Romans 3:25, the same word, hilasterion, is used to
show that the lid of the Ark signifies Christ as the propitiation
place set forth by God.

Day 2
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In addition to hilasterion, two other words derived from the
same Greek word as hilasterion are used in the New Testament
to show how Christ took away man’s sin to appease the
relationship between man and God:

One is hilaskomai (Heb. 2:17), which means “to propitiate,” that is, “to
appease,” to reconcile one by satisfying the other’s demand; Christ has
reconciled us to God by satisfying God’s demands on us.

The other is hilasmos (1 John 2:2; 4:10), which means “that which propitiates,”
that is, a propitiatory sacrifice.

Christ made propitiation for our sins (Heb. 2:17); hence, He
has become that which propitiates, the propitiatory sacrifice,
between us and God (1 John 2:2; 4:10), and He has also become
the place, as typified by the lid of the Ark (Heb. 9:5), where we
enjoy propitiation before God and where God gives grace to us.

Therefore, Christ is the One who propitiates, He is the propitiatory
sacrifice, and He is the propitiatory cover, the place where God
and His redeemed people meet together—Exo. 25:21-22.

Day 3

Il. The expiation cover, the place of propitiation, signifies

Christ as the cover of God’s righteous law and also
the place where God speaks to His redeemed people
In grace; hence, the place of propitiation equals God’s
throne of grace; this throne of grace, the place where
God gives us grace, is actually the shepherding Christ
Himself who is enthroned between the cherubim and
dwells in our spirit—Heb. 4:16; Psa. 80:1; Exo. 25:22:
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A. The pure gold of which the cover was made signifies Christ’s

pure divine nature.

B. The measurements of the expiation cover signify a testimony—v 17.

“And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work you
shall make them, at the two ends of the expiation cover’—v. 18:

A. The cherubim signify God’s glory (Ezek. 10:18; Heb. 9:5);

thus, the cherubim on the expiation cover indicate that Christ
expresses God's glory (John 1:14).

. That the cherubim were made of beaten work indicates that

Christ's expressing of the divine glory was through sufferings—
cf. Heb. 2:9-10; Rom. 8:17-18.

IV.“And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the

other end; of one piece with the expiation cover you shall
make the cherubim on its two ends”—Exo. 25:19:

A. That the two cherubim were one piece with the expiation cover

indicates that God's glory shines out from Christ and upon
Christ as the expiation cover to be a testimony—cf. John 1:14; 2
Cor. 4:4,6.

. The form, size, and weight of the cherubim are not given,

indicating that the glory of Christ's shining is immeasurable and
mysterious—cf. John 3:34.

Day 4

V. “And the cherubim shall spread out their wings above the

cover, covering the expiation cover with their wings, with
their faces toward one another; the faces of the cherubim
shall be toward the expiation cover’—Exo. 25:20:
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A. That the wings of the cherubim covered the expiation cover
indicates that God’s glory is expressed in Christ to be a full
testimony—Heb. 1:3a; Eph. 3:21 and footnote 4.

B. The faces of the cherubim were toward each other and toward
the cover, signifying that God'’s glory watches over and observes
what Christ has done.

VI.“And you shall put the expiation cover upon the Ark
above it, and into the Ark you shall put the Testimony
that I shall give you”—EXxo. 25:21:

A. That the cherubim and the expiation cover were made of
pure gold (vv. 17-18) signifies that the shining of Christ as the
effulgence of God's glory (Heb. 1:3a) is divine.

B. That the expiation cover of gold was put on top of the Ark of acacia wood
(Exo. 25:10) signifies that Christ’s humanity, not His divinity, is the base
for Him to express the glory of His divine nature; acacia wood signifies
Christ's human nature, strong in character and high in standard.

Day 5

VII. “And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with
you from above the expiation cover, from between the
two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the Testimony,
of everything which | will give you in commandment to
the children of Israel”—v. 22; cf. Psa. 80:1; Heb. 9:3-5:

A. That God met with His people and spoke to them from above
the expiation cover and between the cherubim signifies that God
meets with us and speaks to us in the propitiating Christ and in
the glory expressed in the propitiating Christ as His testimony—
cf. 2 Cor. 3:8-11, 18:
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. The glory in which God meets with us and in which He speaks to us is the

immeasurable and unexplainable shining of Christ.

. The place of propitiation, the expiation cover, with the cherubim is nothing less

than our dear Lord Jesus Himself; whenever God meets with us and speaks
with us, this precious Christ is present; actually, it is in this shining Christ that
God meets with us and speaks with us.

. It is important to see that propitiation is not only an act; it is also Christ

Himself as a place; according to Romans 3:25, God set up Christ Himself, the
person, to be a propitiation cover; it is upon this person that God can meet with
us and we can meet with God.

. The propitiatory blood sprinkled upon the expiation cover, the propitiation

cover (Lev. 16:14-15), satisfies the requirements of God’s righteous law under
the cover and God'’s holy nature and shining glory above the cover and thus
gives peace to man’s conscience.

Day 6

. Thus, the expiation cover with the blood of the sacrifices sprinkled

on it on the Day of Expiation (vv. 14-15, 29-30) portrays the
redeeming Christ in His humanity (with His judicial redemption)
and the shining Christ in His divinity (with His organic
salvation) as the place where fallen sinners can meet with the
righteous, holy, and glorious God and hear His word, thereby
being infused with God as grace and receiving vision, revelation,
and instruction from Him to control their daily life (Prov. 29:18):

. When God comes to us in the glory of Christ, He does not see the requirements

of His righteous law, and He does not see our sins; instead, He sees the
redeeming blood on the expiation cover.
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. Christ’s humanity is for redeeming, and His divinity is for shining; the cherubim

on the expiation cover signify Christ’s shining with His divinity, and the blood
sprinkled on the cover signifies His humanity for redeeming; now we and God
can meet together and talk together in the redeeming and shining Christ.

. Upon the expiatory cover and in the midst of the shining of His glory, we can

hear God’s voice and learn the desire of His heart.

. Furthermore, the more time we spend with the Lord, having the realization

of His precious blood and shining glory, the more He infuses Himself into us;
living Christ is the spontaneous issue of being infused with Him—cf. 2 Cor. 3:18;
Phil. 1:19-21a.

. To be a Christian who receives God’s infusion in the Holy of

Holies and walks according to it is to be a Christian in the
most wonderful sense of all; it is to be a Christian in the Lord’s
ultimate recovery that will terminate this age, usher in the age
of the kingdom, and ultimately issue in the New Jerusalem.
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and I will speak with you from above
the expiation cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark
of the Testimony...

Rom. 3:25 Whom God set forth as a propitiation place through faith in His
blood, for the demonstrating of His righteousness, in that in His forbearance
God passed over the sins that had previously occurred.

The Ark was the place where God met with people. In the Ark was the law of the Ten
Commandments, which by its holy and righteous requirement exposed and condemned
the sins of the people who came to contact God. However, by the lid of the Ark, with
the expiating blood sprinkled on it on the Day of Expiation, the entire situation on the
sinner’s side was fully covered. Therefore, upon this sin-covering lid God could meet with
the people who broke His righteous law, and He could do this without, governmentally,
any contradiction to His righteousness, even under the observing of the cherubim that
bore His glory and overshadowed the lid of the Ark. Thus, the problem between man and
God was appeased, enabling God to forgive and be merciful to man and thereby to give
His grace to man. This is a prefigure of Christ as the Lamb of God taking away the sin that
caused man to have a problem with God (John 1:29), thus satisfying all the requirements
of God'’s holiness, righteousness, and glory and appeasing the relationship between man
and God. Hence, God could pass over the people’s sins that had previously occurred. And,
in order to show forth His righteousness, He had to do this. (Rom. 3:25, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

The Hebrew word for the lid of the Ark is kapporeth, from a root meaning
to cover. In the Septuagint this word is translated hilasterion, which means the
place of propitiation (implying to forgive and to give mercy—the word rendered
propitious in Hebrews 8:12 is the root of hilasterion, and the word rendered
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propitiated in Luke 18:13 is derived from this root). The King James Version
adopts the rendering “mercy seat,” referring to the place where God grants
mercy to man. In Hebrews 9:5 Paul also used hilasterion for the lid of the Ark.
Here, in Romans 3:25, the same word, hilasterion, is used to show that the lid
of the Ark signifies Christ as the propitiation place set forth by God. (Rom. 3:25,
footnote 2)

In Romans 3:25 Paul says that Christ is our propitiation cover. God has set
forth Christ to be our hilasterion, our propitiatory cover. This means that as the
hilasterion Christ is also the very place where God is able to meet with us, His
redeemed people, and talk to us. Therefore, Christ is the One who propitiates, He
is the propitiatory sacrifice, and He is the propitiatory cover, the place where God
and His redeemed people meet together.

As the propitiatory sacrifice and as the One who has made propitiation to God
on our behalf, Christ is also the place, called the propitiation cover...where we can
meet with God....No doubt, when Paul was writing Romans 3:25 he had in mind a
picture of the propitiatory cover placed on the Ark of the Testimony.

The propitiatory cover signifies Christ as the cover of God’s righteous law. It
also signifies Him as the place where God speaks to His redeemed people in grace.
Hence, the propitiatory cover equals God’s throne of grace (Heb. 4:16).

The most crucial part of the Ark of the Testimony was its cover....The cover
of the Ark was like a capstone of a building. The expiation cover, the lid of the
Ark, signifies the topmost part of Christ. The Hebrew word for cover here means
a lid....[However], this cover is not simple in its significance. For example, there
were two cherubim on the lid, the cover, of the Ark....The cherubim were made
at the two ends of the propitiatory cover, and their wings covered the entire
lid....According to the Bible, these cherubim signify God’s glory....The propitiatory
cover with the cherubim shows that God’s glory, signified by the cherubim, is
upon Christ. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1008-1009, 1022)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 86
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:17 Hence He should have been made like His brothers in all things that
He might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in the things pertaining
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

1 John 2:2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for those of the whole world.

In addition to hilasterion, two other words derived from the same Greek word
as hilasterion are used in the New Testament to show how Christ took away man’s
sin to appease the relationship between man and God. One is hilaskomai (Heb.
2:17), which means to propitiate, that is, to appease, to reconcile one by satisfying
the other’s demand; the other is hilasmos (1 John 2:2; 4:10), which means that
which propitiates, that is, a propitiatory sacrifice. Christ made propitiation for our
sins (Heb. 2:17); hence, He has become that which propitiates, the propitiatory
sacrifice, between us and God (1 John 2:2; 4:10), and He has also become the
place, as typified by the lid of the Ark (Heb. 9:5), where we enjoy propitiation
before God and where God gives grace to us. (Rom. 3:25, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

[In Exodus 25:17, the] expiation cover was the lid of the Ark. In the Septuagint
(the Greek translation of the Old Testament made before the time of Christ) the
word hilasterion is used to translate the Hebrew word for expiation cover. This
Greek word is a noun form of the Greek verb hilaskomai. Hilaskomai means
to appease, to reconcile two parties by satisfying the demand of one upon the
other, that is, to propitiate. According to Hebrews 2:17, the Lord Jesus made
propitiation for our sins to reconcile us to God by satisfying God’s righteous
demands on us.
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Suppose a certain party is indebted to another party. However, he is not able to
fulfill the demands of the second party. There seems to be no way to settle this problem.
Then a third party comes on the scene and, on behalf of the first party, fulfills the
requirements of the second party, thus appeasing the second party. In this way, the
first party is reconciled to the second, for the demands of the second party have been
satisfied. The Greek word hilaskomai refers to such a transaction in which reconciliation
is brought about through the appeasement of a particular party and the satisfaction of
his requirement. Christ has reconciled us to God by satisfying God’s demands on us.

According to 1 John 2:2 and 4:10, the Lord Jesus is the propitiatory sacrifice
for our sins. Christ is not only the One who reconciles us to God by fulfilling God’s
requirements and appeasing Him, but He is also the propitiatory sacrifice. He
sacrificed Himself that we may be reconciled to God.

Although the sacrifices were slain at the altar in the outer court, the blood
was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the Ark. This indicates
that the effectiveness of the blood of the sacrifices is not mainly at the altar in
the outer court but at the Ark in the Holy of Holies. However, the understanding
of most Christians today regarding the blood is limited to the blood shed on the
cross....Some may spend their entire Christian life making one circle after another
around the cross. Few enter into the Holy of Holies.

The blood shed on Calvary has been brought into the Holy of Holies and
sprinkled on the propitiatory cover. According to the Old Testament, the blood
shed at the altar was first sprinkled at the altar. This signifies the accomplishment
of redemption. Then after redemption, or propitiation, had been accomplished,
this blood was brought into the Holy of Holies and sprinkled on the cover of the
Ark. This made it possible for God to meet with man and speak with him from
between the cherubim. When God comes to meet with us, His standing is the
redeeming blood. Because the blood has been sprinkled on the propitiatory cover
and because God’s standing is on the blood, He can meet with us in the midst of
His shining glory. All this is related to the Christ who lives in us. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 1007-1008, 1024-1025)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 87
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 4:16 Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace
that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

Exo. 25:17-18 And you shall make an expiation cover of pure gold: two and a half
cubits shall be its length, and one and a half cubits, its width. And you shall
make two cherubim of gold; of beaten work you shall make them, at the two
ends of the expiation cover.

It is important to see that propitiation is not only an act; it is also Christ
Himself as a place. According to Romans 3:25, God set up Christ Himself, the
person, to be a propitiation cover. It is upon this person that God can meet with
us and we can meet with God.

[In Hebrews 4:16] Paul speaks of the propitiation cover as the throne of
grace....Hebrews 10:19 and 20 say, “Having therefore, brothers, boldness for
entering the Holy of Holies in the blood of Jesus, which entrance He initiated for
us as a new and living way through the veil, that is, His flesh.” The throne of grace
is in the Holy of Holies, for it is the cover of the Ark, which is in the Holy of Holies.
Thus, the cover of the Ark is a place where God gives us grace. For this reason,
the place where God gives grace to us is surely the throne of grace. Now we must
see that this throne of grace, the place where God gives us grace, is actually Christ
Himself.

The entire Ark with its cover is a type of Christ. This is a matter of great
significance. Christ is all-inclusive. We should not think that the propitiation cover
on the Ark is something other than Christ Himself and regard propitiation simply
as an act accomplished by Christ. To repeat, Christ is the entire Ark, including the
top, the cover. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1039-1040)

Today’s Reading
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Exodus 25:17 says that the expiation cover was made of pure gold. Gold here signifies
Christ’s pure divine nature. The size of the expiation cover was two cubits and a half
in its length, and a cubit and a half in its width. The dimensions of the expiation
cover signify a testimony.

Exodus 25:18 says, “And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of beaten
work you shall make them, at the two ends of the expiation cover.” The cherubim
signify God’s glory (Ezek. 10:18; Heb. 9:5). We do not know whether or not the
cherubim are angels, but we do know that they are related to God’s glory. Hebrews
9:5 speaks of the cherubim of glory, and Ezekiel 10:18 says that God’s glory left
the temple and stood above the cherubim. Thus, the cherubim are related to God’s
glory and signify His glory. The cherubim on the propitiatory cover indicate that
Christ expresses God’s glory, that God’s glory shines out from Him. The cherubim
were on the cover, and the cover is Christ. This means that the glory of God shines
out of Christ and upon Christ.

The cherubim were made of gold, of Christ’s divine nature, and they were made
of beaten work, indicating Christ’s sufferings.

The cherubim were made of beaten work, signifying that Christ’s expression
of the divine glory was through sufferings. According to the Bible, these cherubim
signify God’s glory. Wherever the cherubim are, there the glory of God is also.

Exodus 25:19 says, “And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other
end; of one piece with the expiation cover you shall make the cherubim on its two
ends.” The cherubim on the two ends of the expiation cover signify testimony. The fact
that the cherubim were one with the expiation cover indicates that God'’s glory comes
out of Christ being the expiation cover to be a testimony. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
1009-1010, 1022, 1010)

That the two cherubim were one piece with the expiation cover indicates that
God'’s glory shines out from Christ and upon Christ as the expiation cover to be a
testimony (cf. John 1:14; 2 Cor. 4:4, 6). The form, size, and weight of the cherubim
are not given, indicating that the glory of Christ’s shining is immeasurable and
mysterious. (Exo. 25:19, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 89
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<« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:20-21 And the cherubim shall spread out their wings above the cover,
covering the expiation cover with their wings, with their faces toward one
another; the faces of the cherubim shall be toward the expiation cover. And
you shall put the expiation cover upon the Ark above it, and into the Ark you
shall put the Testimony that I shall give you.

[According to Exodus 25:20] the wings of the cherubim covered the expiation
cover. This means that God’s glory is expressed in Christ to be a full testimony.
The faces of the cherubim were toward each other and toward the expiation cover.
This signifies that God’s glory watches over and observes what Christ has done.

Verse 21 says, “And you shall put the expiation cover upon the Ark above it,
and into the Ark you shall put the Testimony that I shall give you.” Here we are
told that the expiation cover was put upon the Ark from above. This signifies
Christ as the propitiatory cover covering the law within the Ark. (Life-study of
Exodus, pp. 1010-1011)

Today’s Reading

That the cherubim and the expiation cover were made of pure gold (Exo. 25:17-
18) signifies that the shining of Christ as the effulgence of God’s glory (Heb. 1:3a)
is divine. That the expiation cover of gold was put on top of the Ark of acacia wood
(Exo. 25:10) signifies that Christ’s humanity, not His divinity, is the base for Him
to express the glory of His divine nature. (Exo. 25:21, footnote 1)

Two important symbols are related to the cover of the Ark: the blood and the
cherubim. The blood signifies the redemption accomplished by Christ in His
humanity, and the cherubim signify the glory of Christ’s divinity. It is on this
cover, the propitiatory cover with the cherubim of glory and sprinkled with the
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redeeming blood, that God and we can meet together. Here on this cover we and
God have fellowship. Furthermore, this is also the place where we hear a word
from God and receive vision, revelation, and instruction to control our daily life.

Our daily walk as Christians should not be controlled by ethics, morality,
devotion, piety, or religion. Our daily life should not even be controlled by the
Scriptures alone. Then by what should our daily living be controlled? It should be
controlled by the vision we see when we meet with Christ on the cover of the Ark.
Proverbs 29:18 says that where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint.
This indicates that it is the vision which controls us. Where do we receive this
vision? We receive it when we meet with God on the top part of Christ, the
propitiatory cover. How meaningful and deep this is!

Daily we may enter into the Holy of Holies through the new and living way
opened by the blood of Jesus shed in His humanity. When we come into the Holy
of Holies, we meet the all-inclusive Christ. With the redeeming blood as our
standing, we can meet with God and have fellowship with Him in the midst of
Christ’s shining glory. Then we shall be infused with God and receive revelation,
vision, instruction, and direction. We should then walk according to this infusion
and direction. This is to be a genuine Christian and not a devotional Christian or a
pious, ethical, moral, or religious Christian.

The expiation cover in Exodus 25 mentioned by Paul in Romans 3:25 must
be considered part of the central vision of Paul’s completing ministry. Paul is the
one who speaks of the propitiatory cover, of the cherubim of glory, and of Christ
making propitiation for the sins of the people (Heb. 2:17). Paul presents Christ as
the hilasterion, the propitiatory cover, with His shining divinity and redeeming
humanity. Here, upon the propitiatory cover and in the midst of the shining of
His glory, God can meet with us and converse with us. This is the place where we
hear His voice and learn the desire of His heart. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1044-
1045, 1016)

Further Reading: Spiritual Applications of the Tabernacle, ch. 10
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:22 And there | will meet with you, and | will speak with you from above the
expiation cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the
Testimony, of everything which I will give you in commandment to the children
of Israel.

Psa. 80:1 O Shepherd of Israel, give ear, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You
who are enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth.

The first part of Exodus 25:22 says, “And there I will meet with you.” This
indicates that God met with His people in the propitiating Christ.

In verse 22 God also says, “l will speak with you from above the expiation
cover, from between the two cherubim which are upon the Ark of the
Testimony....” This means that God speaks to His people from the glory expressed
in the propitiating Christ as His testimony. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1011)

Today’s Reading

We are not told anything in Exodus 25 about the form, size, or weight of the
cherubim. This indicates that the glory of Christ’s shining is immeasurable. It
also indicates that Christ’s glory is unexplainable. Just as we cannot describe the
cherubim, so we cannot explain the glory of Christ’s shining. However, we know
from the fact that the cherubim had faces and wings that this glory is not lifeless,
but is something living. Christ’s glory is living. We may even say that this glory
has a face, eyes, and wings. From our experience we know that when God meets
with us and speaks with us, we have the sense that glory is watching over us and
that this glory is living. Actually, this glory is the very Christ Himself. Thus, the
general concept of the propitiatory cover in Exodus 25 is that it signifies that
Christ is the shining of the divine glory and that God meets with us and speaks
with us in this glory.
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We need to be impressed with the fact that the propitiation cover with the
cherubim signifies Christ shining....To have a proper understanding of this, we
need light from God and also a certain amount of spiritual experience. Apart from
being enlightened by the Lord, we may read these verses again and again without
seeing anything of their significance. But when the light shines upon us, we realize
that the propitiatory cover with the cherubim is nothing less than our dear Lord
Jesus Himself. Whenever God meets with us and speaks with us, this precious
Christ is present. Actually, it is in this shining Christ that God meets with us and
speaks with us. When we realize this, we may say, “Lord, You Yourself are this
very propitiatory cover. Without You, Lord, there is no place where God can meet
with me or I can meet with Him. Lord, without You as the propitiatory cover God
cannot meet with me or speak with me in glory.”

[Christ is] the place of propitiation, the propitiatory cover. Here God is
satisfied, and we are happy. Here on the propitiatory cover God can meet with us
and speak with us. Therefore, with Christ as the propitiatory cover of the Ark, God
and man can meet and have fellowship under a mutually satisfying situation.

The two cherubim of glory with their faces toward the propitiatory cover signify
that God’s glory has been satisfied with what Christ has done. The propitiatory
blood sprinkled upon the expiation cover, the propitiatory cover (Lev. 16:14-15),
satisfies the requirements of God’s law under the cover and God’s glory above the
cover and thus gives peace to man’s conscience.

When we look at the redeeming blood on the propitiatory cover, our conscience
is at peace. We know that Christ died for us and that the blood, the emblem of His
death, has been sprinkled for us on the propitiatory cover to satisfy the requirements
of God’s righteousness. At such a time God may ask, “Child, are you happy?” and we
may respond, “Oh, yes, I am very happy, Father.” Then the Father may say, “I am
much happier than you are. Let us embrace and enjoy intimate fellowship.” This is
the experience and enjoyment of Christ as the propitiatory cover on the Ark of the
Testimony. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1013-1014, 1035-1036)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 88
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 16:14-16 And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle
it...upon the expiation cover toward the east, and before the expiation cover
he shall sprinkle some of the blood...seven times. Then he shall slaughter the
goat of the sin offering, which is for the people, and bring its blood inside
the veil,...and sprinkle it upon the expiation cover and before the expiation
cover. And he shall make expiation for the Holy of Holies...

The expiation cover of the Ark covered the law, the Ten Commandments,
which had been placed in the Ark. Then on the Day of Expiation this cover was
sprinkled with the blood. This indicates that when God speaks to sinners in the
glory of Christ, He does not see the righteous law—He sees only the blood on the
propitiatory cover. Without the cover with the blood sprinkled on it, God would
see the Ten Commandments. As a result, we would be condemned, for we have all
broken the law of God. God would have no way to meet with us or speak with us.
Instead, according to His righteousness, He would have to condemn us to death.
But when God comes to us in the glory of Christ, He does not see the requirements
of His righteous law, and He does not see our sins. Instead, He sees the redeeming
blood on the propitiatory cover. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1015)

Today’s Reading

Many of us can testify that this matter of the blood on the propitiatory cover
is not a mere doctrine. It is very real in our experience with the Lord. When we
repented, God met us and spoke to us. At that time we had the deep sense that we
were washed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Now whenever we meet with God in
glory, we have the sense deep within that we are washed by the blood. This is the
propitiatory cover in our experience.
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We have pointed out that the expiation cover was made of pure gold. It did not
contain acacia wood, which typifies the humanity of the Lord Jesus. However, the
blood of Jesus certainly was derived from His human nature. Christ’s humanity is
for redeeming and His divinity is for shining. The cherubim on the expiation cover
signify Christ’s shining with His divinity, and the blood sprinkled on the cover
signifies His humanity for redeeming. Therefore, we have here a picture of Christ
not only as God, but also as man, even the God-man. As God, Christ shines in His
divinity, but as man, He accomplished redemption in His humanity, signified by
the blood. Now, because of Christ’s divinity and humanity, we and God can meet
together and talk together in the redeeming and shining Christ. This is Christ as
the propitiatory cover, as the place where God and we meet together.

To be a Christian who receives God’s infusion in the Holy of Holies and walks
according to it is to be a Christian in the most wonderful sense of all. In order to
be such Christians, we need to turn from devotion, piety, religion, morality, and
ethics and turn wholly to Christ....In His mercy, God has opened many things to
us, and we believe that He intends to open more.

We also believe that we are in the last recovery, the ultimate move of God on
earth. The world situation has come to an ultimate point. The Lord’s ultimate
recovery is the recovery of Christ and the church. It is the recovery of the all-
inclusive Christ typified by the Ark. However, we must remember that the
measurements of the Ark are halves of complete units. This indicates that just
as a wife is the other half of her husband, so the Christ typified by the Ark also
has another half—the church. Christ is the Bridegroom, and the church will be
His bride. With the Bridegroom and bride we have the testimony in full. For this
reason, in His recovery today, the Lord is emphasizing not only Christ, but Christ
and the church, the great mystery. Praise the Lord that we are in His recovery! By
His ultimate recovery the Lord will terminate this age and usher in the age of the
kingdom. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1015-1016, 1045)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 15
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WEEK 2 — HYMN
Hymns, #1131

1

In a low dungeon, hope we had none;
Tried to believe, but faith didn’t come;
God, our sky clearing, Jesus appearing,
We by God were transfused!

We by God were transfused!
Propitiation made by the blood,

Jesus’ redemption bought us for God!
No condemnation, justification!

We have peace toward God!

We have peace toward God!

2

Born into Adam, dying we were;

We had a sickness no one could cure.
God, His Son sending, old Adam ending;
He is dead, we are free!

He is dead, we are free!

3

Now we're rejoicing, standing in grace,
Oh hallelujah! Sin is erased!

God, in us flowing, in our hearts growing,
We are saved in His life!

We are saved in His life!
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message Three
The Table of the Bread of the Presence
JL Hymns: 1145, 509
Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:23-30; John 6:33, 35, 57
Outline
Day 1

I. We all need to learn to feed on Christ, to take Him in,
and to enjoy Him as our spiritual food—John 6:57; Matt.
4:4: Jer. 15:16:

A. God's economy is that we eat Christ and be constituted with Him
in order to become His corporate expression—1 Tim. 1:4; John
6:33, 35, 51, 57; 17:22; Eph. 3:21:

1. Eating is the way to experience God’s dispensing for His expression—Gen. 1:26;
2:9.

2. God’s economy is not a matter of outward things but of Christ coming into
us inwardly; for this, we need to take Christ by eating Him—Eph. 3:17a;
John 6:57.

3. As we eat, digest, and assimilate Christ, we are constituted with Him, being
made the same as He is in life, nature, and expression for the building up of the
church as the Body of Christ—Matt. 4:4; 16:18; Eph. 4:16.
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= “EMRETIRKRECCAREK, AEEZ 27—  B. “The Lord's recovery is the recovery of the eating of Jesus for the
FaFRAROMEALZIE, N=N. building up of the church”—The Greatest Prophecy in the Bible
and Its Fulfillment, p. 77.

o= Day 2

AR 2 T R AR B AE 2475 £ & 11 The table of the bread of the Presence signifies Christ as
J&, BN AT A 8] 6943 e — i ,_ﬁ the food, the nourishing feast, for the believers as God'’s

23 ~ 30: priests—Exo. 25:23-30:

— JLre R ERRBIRIA, AR RS Hit, % Al All those who ate the bread displayed on the table were priests;
T RALR BT RAY R B 6. thus, the table signifies that Christ is a feast for God’s priests.

= BARMUEZMENRT, RMN7ZAHLEI B, When we speak concerning the table in the Holy Place, we are
S e iR R EARAY A 8] F AN speaking of those who are there serving God as His priests.

Z RTREABEAEMNELALIER G Z—  C. The table signifies Christ as our weekly supply for serving the
Al 5~9, Lord—Lev. 24:5-9.

A RBAY B TR, kB 2-F & 1l In the sequence of God’s revelation, the table of the
TTARZE, 2T % THETHE— bread of the Presence comes after the Ark, implying that
H— A 10 ~ 23: the table is connected to the Ark—EXxo. 25:10-23:

— EBRXENT, &mﬁ:%% F& & EHA A In spiritual experience, when we meet with God upon Christ
Me, FLHWE, FHAD FAHE as the propitiatory cover, enjoying fellowship with God and
WHE, AR A X T, ERKMNFTER hearing words from His mouth, the Ark becomes a table where
a3 F—10, 23 7 : we enjoy a nourishing feast—vv. 10, 23:

1A ARMARFERT 2T LEELRH, £B—4 1 The Ark spontaneously becomes the table; this means that Christ, God’s
8 WAE—m A AN 89 % ~—2— 18, >~ 57, testimony, becomes our nourishment—John 1:18; 6:57.

2 A BB A EAIL G, MR T A £ ay 2. As the embodiment of God, Christ becomes a table full of life supply to nourish
*F, BAEREMN— 14, us—1:14.
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Day 3

. It is a fact of spiritual experience that when we have the propitiatory cover

of the Ark, Christ as our place of propitiation, eventually the Ark becomes a
table—Exo. 25:18-23.

. This is the experience of the one Christ, the Christ who is the embodiment and

expression of God as His testimony and who becomes both the table and also
the food upon which we may feast for our nourishment.

. The height of both the Ark and the table is the same—one and a

half cubits; this reveals that our enjoyment of Christ must match
the standard of God's testimony—vv. 10, 23.

. The Ark issues in the table, and the table brings us back to the

Ark; this means that Christ as the embodiment of God issues in
our enjoyment of Him and that our enjoyment of Him always
brings us back to Him as God's testimony.

Day 4

IV.The table of the bread of the Presence was set up in the Holy

Place within the tabernacle, signifying within, or among,
God’s people as His builded habitation—40:22; Heb. 9:2:

A. In the Bible a table signifies not an individual feasting but a

corporate feasting—1 Cor. 10:16, 21; cf. Psa. 23:5.

B. Christ as the food of God'’s priests is for a corporate feasting

within God's dwelling place.

C. Those believers who have been builded together in an actual

and practical way are God's present tabernacle as His dwelling
place—Eph. 2:21-22:
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Within God’s dwelling place, the saints who have been built together, there is a
table with bread for nourishment—John 14:2; 6:33, 35.

The enjoyment of the table of the bread of the Presence requires the building of
the church—Eph. 2:21-22:

Apart from the church as God’s dwelling place, we cannot have the enjoyment
of Christ as a table of the bread of the Presence for our nourishment.

We must be those believers who are built up together as God’s present dwelling
place in an actual and practical way; then within this building there will be the
table of the bread of the Presence for our nourishment and enjoyment—John
14:2; 6:33, 35, 57.

Day 5

V. The table of the bread of the Presence was made of

A.

B.

acacia wood overlaid with gold—Exo. 25:23-24:

Acacia wood here signifies that Christ's humanity is the basic
element for Him to be our feast.

The fact that the table was overlaid with gold signifies the
expression of God:

Within Him Christ’'s humanity is the basic element for our enjoyment, and
upon Him is His divinity as the expression of God.

If we enjoy Christ, we will express God; this means that as we enjoy the Lord
Jesus as the supply with which to serve God, the outcome will be gold, Christ’s
divinity as the expression of God.

The more we enjoy Christ as the basic element of our feast, the more we express
God—John 6:57; 2 Cor. 3:18.

XA 2 2 F Ly BEAR N %L B (& VI.The bread on the table in the Holy Place is called the

W) —d =7 30:
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bread of the Presence—Exo0. 25:30:
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A.

The table was set before God—that is, in God’s presence—not far
from the Ark:

Whereas manna was gathered by all the people outside the court of the tabernacle,
the bread of God’s presence was enjoyed only by the priests in the presence of God
in the Holy Place within the tabernacle—40:22-23; Heb. 9:2; Lev. 24:9.

Manna typifies Christ as the life supply of God’s people for their living (Exo.
16:19); the bread on the table typifies Christ as the life supply of God’s priests,
enabling them not only to live but also to serve God.

This bread indicates that God’s people should no longer live by themselves but
by Christ as their life and life supply—John 6:33, 35, 57.

The Hebrew word translated “presence” in Exodus 25:30 actually
means “face”:

The bread of the Presence, the face-bread, means that God’s presence, God’s
face, is the life supply to the serving priests—cf. 2 Cor. 2:10; 4:6-7; 3:18.

Day 6
As the One whose face shines upon us (Num. 6:25), Christ the Son is the visible
presence of the invisible God—cf. John 14:7-9:
The Lord Jesus came as the face of God—2 Cor. 4:6.

God and His presence are invisible, but through His incarnation He became the
shining sun—Luke 1:78; cf. Matt. 4:16; John 8:12.

This shining sun is God’s invisible presence becoming visible.

In our experience the reality of God’s presence is the Spirit in our spirit, who is
also the reality of Christ as the bread of life—2 Tim. 4:22; John 6:33, 51a, 63.

The bread of the Presence was also called the bread of arrangement—
Exo. 25:30; 1 Chron. 9:32:
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. When the bread was arranged in a certain way, there was a display of the

bread—Lev. 24:5-8.

. When we experience Christ as the life supply within us, we will be able to

display the Christ whom we have experienced before God as the life supply to
God and man—2 Cor. 4:5; Gal. 3:1.

. As New Testament priests, we should learn how to display Christ as the bread

of the Presence to all of God’s worshippers, helping the believers by showing
them how to enter into the Holy Place to experience and enjoy Christ as their
life supply—1 Pet. 2:5, 9.
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Jer. 15:16 Your words were found and | ate them, and Your word became to me
the gladness and joy of my heart, for | am called by Your name, O Jehovah,
God of hosts.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the Father, so
he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

The bread of the Presence is one of the foods for the priests;...it signifies Christ
as our life and life supply. To handle Christ as the bread of the Presence and to
minister Him to others, we must first enjoy and feed on Him as the bread of the
Presence. This means that we must experience Christ as the inner life and the life
supply by feeding on Him.

Not many Christians know how to feed on Christ. We must learn to feed on
Him, to take Him in, and to enjoy Him as our spiritual food. When we minister
Christ to others, we also feed ourselves with Him. While we are feeding others, we
are fed. Every time I minister, the first one to be fed is myself. After the ministry
I am satisfied. I am satisfied by my ministering of Christ to others. (CWWL, 1966,
vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” p. 497)

Today’s Reading

God’s economy is that we eat Christ and become constituted of Him. In John 6
the Lord Jesus says that He is the bread of life, the bread which came down from
heaven, and that those who eat Him will live because of Him (vv. 35, 41, 57). (Life-
study of Philippians, p. 325)

To eat the words of the Bible is actually to eat God conveyed in the Word. In
the past, the godly ones who spent much time contacting God spontaneously and
even unconsciously were under God’s dispensing. The aspects of God’s person
and the items of His attributes are infused into us as the ingredients of God as
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our food by His dispensing. We may not be able to remember all the aspects of
God’s person or all the items of His attributes, but as long as we are under His
dispensing, these ingredients are infused into us. Simply eat God, and all that
He is and has will be dispensed into you. Eating is the way to experience God’s
dispensing for His expression. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 125)

We do not need outward rituals or practices....God’s economy is not a matter of
outward things; it is a matter of Christ coming into us inwardly. For this, we need
to take Christ in by eating Him. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 550-551)

God not only desires that man be His vessel to contain Him (Rom. 9:21, 23; 2
Cor. 4:7) but also wants man to eat, digest, and assimilate Him (John 6:57). When
we eat, digest, and assimilate physical food, we are energized and strengthened.
The food that we eat is dispensed into our blood, and through the blood into
every part of our body. Eventually, the food that we have eaten becomes the fiber,
tissue, and cells of our being. In the same way, God’s eternal plan is to dispense
Himself into us so that He becomes every fiber of our inward being. He wants to
be digested and assimilated by us so that He can become the constituent of our
inward being. (The Divine Dispensing for the Divine Economy, p. 9)

The Lord’s recovery is the recovery of the eating of Jesus for the building up
of the church. This is not only for this age but also for eternity. “O Lord Jesus!
Open our eyes that we all may see Your purpose today, Your recovery today, and
the goal of Your recovery today.” We need to eat Jesus to grow, to be transformed,
and to be built together. Then we will have the building of the church.

By this way the Lord is going to fulfill His prophecy regarding the building up
of the church. This prophecy is fulfilled by eating Jesus. Never forget that eating
unites. Eating keeps the oneness. Eating builds up. If you are divisive, that means
you are wrong in the matter of eating. If you are right in the matter of eating,
surely you will be united and even uniting. You will be the ones who are built and
who are building others. When will the Lord build His church? Now! How will the
Lord build His church? By our eating Jesus! (CWWL, 1972, vol. 3, “The Greatest
Prophecy in the Bible and Its Fulfillment,” pp. 486-487)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” chs. 8-9
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 24:8-9 Every Sabbath day continually he shall set it in order before
Jehovah; it is an everlasting covenant for the children of Israel. And it shall
be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place, for it is most
holy to him of Jehovah’s offerings by fire, a perpetual statute.

The table of the bread of the Presence signifies Christ as the feast for God’s
priests. Exodus 25:23-29 does not say anything about priests. However, the
priests were the only ones qualified to be in the Holy Place....It is significant that
this table was not set up in the outer court, but set up in the tabernacle. All those
who ate of the bread displayed on this table were priests. For this reason, the table
signifies that Christ is a feast for God’s priests.

Every believer in Christ is a priest. This is a spiritual fact. But because of the
degraded situation today, many Christians do not live as priests. The reason they
are not living as priests is that they are not in the tabernacle. Many are lingering
in the outer court, and others are still in the world. What percentage of today’s
Christians would you say are living as priests in the Holy Place? We must admit
that the percentage is extremely small. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1049)

Today’s Reading

As we consider the picture of the tabernacle and the outer court, we can see
the real situation among Christians today. When we speak concerning the table in
the Holy Place, we are not speaking of Christians in the outer court or those who
have not yet come into the outer court. Rather, we are speaking of those who have
entered the tabernacle and who are there serving God as His priests. Christ as the
feasting table is for this category of Christians.

[One] difference between the bread of the Presence on the table in the Holy
Place and the manna in the wilderness is that manna typifies Christ as the daily
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life supply, but the table signifies Christ as our weekly supply. According to
Leviticus 24:5-9, fresh loaves were placed on the table once a week. Hence, the
table signifies a weekly supply. The daily supply of the manna enables us to live;
the weekly supply from the table enables us not only to live, but also to serve the
Lord. It supplies us that we may have a serving life. With manna we have the life
supply for our living; with the table we have the supply of life for our serving.
Thus, we have both a daily supply for living and a weekly supply for serving.
Those Christians who are feeding only on manna need to realize that this is
different from enjoying Christ as the weekly supply to serve God as priests in His
tabernacle. Christ is not only the manna for God’s people in a general way; He is
also in particular a table for God'’s priests.

According to the sequence of God’s revelation, after the Ark of the Testimony we
have the table of the bread of the Presence. This implies that the table is connected to
the Ark. The Ark is for God’s testimony, and the table is for our nourishment. Not only
is it necessary for God to have a testimony, but it is also necessary for us to receive
nourishment. Without nourishment we would be hungry and eventually die. Praise
the Lord that we have the Ark for God’s testimony and the table for our nourishment!

We need to consider the relationship between the Ark and the table from
the standpoint of our experience. We know from experience that when we
meet with God upon Christ as the propitiatory cover, enjoying fellowship with
God and hearing words from His mouth, the Ark becomes a table where we
enjoy a nourishing feast. Has there ever been a time when you have met with
God in the Holy of Holies on Christ as the propitiatory cover, conversed with
Him, and received a word from Him, and yet there was no table set up for your
nourishment? Experientially speaking, it is not even necessary to say that a table
has been set up, for the Ark spontaneously becomes the table. This means that
Christ, God’s testimony, becomes our nourishment. As the embodiment of God,
Christ becomes a table full of life supply to nourish us. (Life-study of Exodus, pp.
1049-1050, 1048-1049)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 90; CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “The
Vision of God’s Building,” ch. 6
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo0.25:10 And they shall make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits
shall be its length; and one and a half cubits, its width; and one and a half
cubits, its height.

23 And you shall make a table of acacia wood: two cubits shall be its length,
and a cubit its width, and one and a half cubits its height.

Those who lack experience will have no way to understand what we are talking
about. Because they are strangers to the culture related to spiritual things, they
cannot understand this language about the Ark of the Testimony becoming in
our experience the table of the bread of the Presence. Nevertheless, it is a fact of
spiritual experience that when we have the propitiatory cover of the Ark, Christ
as our place of propitiation, eventually the Ark becomes a table. All of this is
the experience of the one Christ, the very Christ who is the embodiment and
expression of God as His testimony who becomes both the table and also the food
upon which we may feast for our nourishment. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1049)

Today’s Reading

According to Exodus 25:23, the table was two cubits in length and a cubit in
width. Here we have two units of measure, each one cubit square, or two square
cubits. In the Bible the number one signifies a complete unit, a unique unit.
Furthermore, for something to be square indicates that it is perfect and without
bias or defect. Thus, the two square cubits signify the perfect and complete life
supply of Christ to issue in a testimony.

The enjoyment of Christ is perfect, represented by a square. It is without bias
or defect. Eventually, this enjoyment makes us a testimony. This two-square
enjoyment issues in a testimony. No words are adequate to explain this. But if we
consider the picture of the table, we shall gain a proper understanding of it.
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We know from verse 23 that the table of the bread of the Presence was a cubit
and a half in height. This signifies that the standard here is up to that of the Ark
of the Testimony. The nourishment of Christ to us as serving priests matches the
standard of God’s testimony. If our enjoyment of Christ does not come up to God’s
testimony as signified by the height of the Ark, then our enjoyment is not perfect.
It is in some way defective and below the standard.

Today Christians everywhere read the Bible and study it. But is the standard
of their enjoyment up to the standard of God’s testimony? In the vast majority
of cases it is not up to God'’s standard. Along with the study of the Bible, some
Christian groups use worldly music. The use of such music lowers the standard to
a very great degree. On the one hand, these Christians have the Bible; on the other
hand, they have things which lower the standard.

The display of the bread on the table signifies the life supply. The Ark with
the cherubim signifies God’s glory, but the table with the bread of the Presence
signifies nourishment. In the church life we should have both the testimony and
the nourishment. We should have both the Ark of God as God’s testimony and the
table with the bread of the Presence as nourishment for the priests.

We have seen that both the Ark and the table were made of acacia wood
overlaid with gold, that both were of the same height, that both had golden rings
at the feet, and that both were carried on poles of acacia wood overlaid with gold.
These similarities indicate that the table comes out of the experience of the Ark. It
is always the Ark which first issues in the table, not the table which issues in the
Ark. Eventually, however, in our experience it is difficult to say which is first. The
Ark issues in the table. But the more we experience the table, the more we shall
have of the Ark, for the table will always bring us back to the Ark. Therefore, the
Ark issues in the table, and the table brings us back to the Ark. This means that
Christ as the embodiment of God’s testimony issues in our enjoyment of Him,
and that our enjoyment of Him always brings us back to Him as God’s testimony.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1056-1057, 1065)

Further Reading: Spiritual Applications of the Tabernacle, chs. 9-10
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 40:22 Then he put the table in the Tent of Meeting on the north side of
the tabernacle outside the veil.

John 14:2 In My Father’s house are many abodes; if it were not so, I would
have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you.

The bread of the Presence was on the table within the Holy Place of the
tabernacle. This signifies that Christ as the food of God’s priests is for a corporate
feasting within God’s dwelling place.

In the meetings of the church we have a particular enjoyment of Christ. Those
who stay away from the meetings do not have this enjoyment, although they may
enjoy Christ in other aspects. When we are in the tabernacle, in the midst of the
built-up saints, we enjoy Christ on the table in God’s dwelling place.

The bread of the Presence on the table signifies a corporate feasting. In the
Bible a table always signifies not an individual feasting, but a corporate feasting.
In the church life we feast corporately. To be sure, we can have some enjoyment of
Christ when we are alone. But this enjoyment cannot compare with feasting with
Christ corporately in God’s dwelling place. How rich is our enjoyment of the bread
on the table in the tabernacle!

The bread of the Presence was to be eaten in the Holy Place. This means that it
is to be partaken of and enjoyed in God’s habitation, the church. It is not possible
to have this table outside the church life. This table is found only in the tabernacle,
only in God’s habitation. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1064)

Today’s Reading

The table of the bread of the Presence was inside the tabernacle. This signifies
that the table is within, or among, the builded saints....Those believers who have
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been builded together in an actual and practical way are God’s present tabernacle as
His dwelling place. Within this tabernacle, the saints who have been built together,
there is a table. The tabernacle was a building. This means that it was built of many
pieces. For this reason, we can say that the table was within a building.

We who have been in the church life for a period of time can testify that the
enjoyment of Christ as a table for our nourishment cannot be found anywhere else.
Apart from the church life, we cannot enjoy Christ in this way.

In contrast to the table spoken of in Psalm 23, the table set up on the
battlefield before the enemy, this table was near the Ark in the tabernacle. Praise
the Lord for this particular, precious table! I repeat, according to typology,
this table signifies the enjoyment of Christ as our nourishment for serving.
Furthermore, this table is located next to God’s embodiment in the midst of the
builded-up saints.

Suppose certain believers meet together week after week, yet there is no building
among them. As long as they are not built up together in a practical way, they cannot
have the experience of the table, for the table is located within the tabernacle, God’s
dwelling place. Since these believers do not have a tabernacle, they cannot have the table.
I wish to emphasize the fact that the enjoyment of the table requires the building of the
tabernacle—the church. Then in the tabernacle we may enjoy the table. This means that
we must be those believers who are built up together as God’s present dwelling place in
an actual and practical way. Then within this building there will be the table of the bread
of the Presence. Our experience in the church life proves that this is true.

From my experience of Christ and the church I have learned that this table is
found only within the tabernacle, only in the midst of the builded saints. When I
studied the typology of the tabernacle many years ago, | did not realize that the
table was among the builded saints. At that time | did not have any experience.
But now I can strongly testify that I enjoy my Christ as a particular portion, the
table, within the tabernacle and close to the Ark as God’s embodiment. Oh, how
rich is this enjoyment of Christ! (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1051-1052)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 91; CWWL, 1972, vol. 3, “The
Greatest Prophecy in the Bible and Its Fulfillment,” ch. 8
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence upon the table before
Me always.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the Father, so
he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

The table of the bread of the Presence was made of acacia wood (Exo. 25:23).
Acacia wood here signifies that Christ’s humanity is the basic element for Him to
be our feast. It is significant that both the Ark of the Testimony and the table were
made of acacia wood, signifying Christ’s humanity.

Exodus 25:24 says, “And you shall overlay it with pure gold.” The fact that
the table was overlaid with gold signifies the expression of God, Christ’s divinity.
Within Him, Christ’s humanity is the basic element for our enjoyment, and upon
Him is His divinity as the expression of God. If we enjoy Christ, we shall express
God. This means that as we enjoy the Lord Jesus as the supply with which to serve
God, the outcome will be gold, Christ’s divinity as the expression of God. This is
very meaningful, and I trust in the Spirit to reveal more to the saints concerning
it. From our spiritual experience we know that the more we enjoy Christ as the
basic element of our feast, the more we express God. This is the significance of the
table being overlaid with gold. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1055)

Today’s Reading

The bread on the table is called the bread of the Presence because the table
was set before God, that is, in God’s presence, not far from the Ark. Whereas
manna was gathered by all the people in the wilderness outside the court of the
tabernacle, the bread of God’s presence was enjoyed only by the priests in the
presence of God in the Holy Place within the tabernacle (Exo. 40:22-23; Heb.
9:2; Lev. 24:9). Manna typifies Christ as the life supply of God’s people for their
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living (see footnote 1 on Exo. 16:19); the bread on the table typifies Christ as the
life supply of God’s priests, enabling them not only to live but also to serve God.
This bread indicates that God’s people should no longer live by themselves but by
Christ as their life and life supply (John 6:57).

The bread of the Presence was the most holy of Jehovah’s offerings by fire
(Lev. 24:7, 9). It signifies the surplus of the believers’ enjoyment of Christ that is
offered to God to be His food for His satisfaction. God caused certain loaves of this
offering to be spared, brought into the Holy Place, and arranged and displayed on
the table to be food for the serving priests. (Exo. 25:30, footnote 1)

The bread of the Presence, the face-bread, means that God’s presence, God’s
face, is the life supply to the serving priests (cf. 2 Cor. 2:10; 4:6-7; 3:18). In our
experience the reality of God’s presence is the Spirit in our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22; cf.
2 Cor. 3:17), who is also the reality of Christ as the bread of life (John 6:33, 51a,
63). (Exo. 25:30, footnote 2)

We must confess all our shortcomings item by item, staying at the altar for
some time. Then we apply the redeeming blood to cleanse us. If we will do this,
we will have the deep inner sense that this redeeming Christ is our enjoyment. We
will enjoy Him immediately after confessing and applying the blood.

From applying the blood, we turn to feeding on Christ at the table of the
bread of the Presence. There we feed on Christ to enjoy Him and to taste Him.
We do not simply eat Him—we assimilate Him. This also takes some time. Five
or ten minutes for morning watch is not sufficient. According to our experience,
we need at least thirty minutes, and it is better to take an hour, if possible. It is
just like eating breakfast. We cannot eat an adequate breakfast in two or three
minutes. Even if we eat a hot dog for lunch, we need more than five minutes.
We cannot eat a good meal in such a short time. We need a longer time, and the
longer the better. We must stay at the table of the bread of the Presence to be
nourished and filled so that we might be full of the life supply. (CWWL, 1966, vol.
1, “The Priesthood,” p. 575)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 17; CWWL, 1964,
vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” ch. 19
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 6:25 Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

2 Cor. 4:6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the
One who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

The word face in Numbers 6:25 signifies presence. As the One whose face
shines upon us, Christ the Son is the visible presence of the invisible God (cf.
John 14:7-9). God and His presence are invisible, but through His incarnation He
became the shining sun (Luke 1:78; cf. Matt. 4:16; John 8:12). This shining sun is
God’s invisible presence becoming visible. (Num. 6:25, footnote 1)

Jehovah’s face shining on us and His being gracious to us are equivalent to
God’s incarnation as the shining of His presence, which was accompanied by grace
(John 1:14, 16-17). For the Lord to be gracious to us means that He is continually
grace to us. (Num. 6:25, footnote 2)

The face (v. 25) denotes the presence of the person, and the countenance
denotes the expression of the person. To lift up one’s countenance upon a person
means to confirm, assure, promise, and give everything to that person. Jesus, the
Son, came as the face of God (see footnote 1 on v. 25) and the Holy Spirit comes as
the countenance of God (cf. Eph. 4:30). (Num. 6:26, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

In the Old Testament the bread on this table in the Holy Place has two names:
the first, found here in Exodus, is the bread of the Presence; the second, found in
1 Chronicles 9:32, is [literally] the bread of arrangement. In both places the King
James Version says showbread....When the bread was arranged in a certain way,
there was a show, a display, of the bread. However, by the term showbread we do
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not have any realization that the bread is related to the presence of God. This bread
is not only for a show, display, or arrangement; it is also the bread of the Presence.

Perhaps we can illustrate the significance of the bread of the Presence by
pointing to the delight a mother has in preparing a favorite meal for her son.
Although a certain mother may be in her seventies and her son in his fifties, she
still loves him and enjoys cooking for him. Suppose her son comes to visit her after
an absence of several years. The elderly mother may prepare a meal she enjoyed
cooking for her son and that he especially enjoyed eating when he was young.
She recalls that her beloved son enjoys this particular dish very much. Thus,
she prepares the meal for him and serves it to him. As he eats the food she has
prepared, her eyes are upon him. He enjoys this meal in his mother’s presence.
Therefore, this food is the food of his mother’s presence, his mother’s face. In a
sense, this meal is virtually the presence of his mother. By eating this food, he eats
his mother’s presence. When he eats this food before his mother, it becomes the
food of his mother’s presence. In like manner, the bread on the table in the Holy
Place is the bread of God’s presence. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1061-1062)

After taking care of the offerings, the priests spread the bread of the Presence
in the Holy Place (Lev. 24:5-9). This signifies that Christ is not only life within us
but also our life supply. When we experience Christ as the life supply within us,
we will be able to spread the Christ whom we have experienced before God as the
life supply to God and man. (Truth Lessons—Level 3, vol. 2, p. 113)

The priests also had to learn how to enter into the Holy Place to display the
showbread (Lev. 24:5-8; Exo. 25:30). They had to take care of this every day. The
showbread signifies Christ as our life supply. As the New Testament priests, we
should learn how to display Christ as the showbread to all of God’s worshippers.
We have to help the saved ones by showing them how to enter into the Holy Place
to enjoy Christ as their life supply. That means that we also have to learn how to
dispense Christ into people as the life supply. (The Building Up of the Body of
Christ, p. 22)

Further Reading: Christ Making His Home in Our Heart and the Building Up
of the Church, ch. 10; The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, ch. 2
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WEEK 3 — HYMN
Hymns, #1145

1

God gave His Son to man to be
The tree of life so rich and free,
That every man may taste and see
That God is good for food.

Yes, God is good for food!

Yes, God is good for food!

We've tasted and we testify

That God is good for food!

2

We eat this feast and take God in,
And as we eat we live by Him,
For all the elements within

This feast are God Himself.

Yes, Jesus is our feast!

Yes, Jesus is our feast!

We eat this feast and live by Him,

For Jesus is our feast!

3

Christ Jesus is the food we eat;
He is our bread, He is our meat;
He is our life-supply complete;
We daily eat of Him.

We daily eat of Him,

We daily eat of Him.

He is our life-supply complete;
We daily eat of Him.

4

This feast is so enjoyable;

To men it’s so available,

For God said whosoever will
May come and freely eat.

Yes, come and freely eat;

Yes, come and freely eat.

For God said whosoever will

May come and freely eat.
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message Four

The Intrinsic Significance,
Subjective Experience, and Organic Maintenance
of the Golden Lampstand for a New Revival

EM Hymns: 822

Scripture Reading: Exo. 25:31-40; Zech. 4:1-14; Rev. 1:10-13, 20; 2:1, 7

Outline
Day 1

In order to enter into a new revival, we need to see the
supereminent Christ according to the highest peak of the
divine revelation, know the all-inclusive Christ for a God-
man living, and minister the unsearchably rich Christ
to others in shepherding them for the building up of the
Body of Christ to consummate the city of God, the wife of
the Lamb—Phil. 3:8, 10; Eph. 3:8-11; Rev. 21:2, 9-10.

We need a spirit of wisdom and revelation to understand
the intrinsic significance of the golden lampstand
(the highest peak of the divine revelation), which was
designed by God Himself and portrays the goal of His
eternal economy—Eph. 1:17; Zech. 4:1-6; Rev. 1:2, 9-12:
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. The golden lampstand signifies the Triune God:
. The pure gold substance signifies God the Father in His divine nature—Exo. 25:31.

. The form of the lampstand signifies God the Son as the embodiment of God the

Father—2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15; 2:9.

. The lamps signify God the Spirit as the seven Spirits of God for the expression

of the Father in the Son—Exo. 25:37; Rev. 4:5.
Day 2

. The golden lampstands signify the local churches as the

reproduction of Christ and the reprint of the Spirit:

. The lampstand in Exodus 25 signifies Christ as the embodiment of God—vv. 31-

40.

. The lampstand in Zechariah 4 signifies the sevenfold intensified life-giving

Spirit as the reality of Christ—wv. 2, 6, 10; Rev. 5:6.

. The lampstands in Revelation 1 are the reprint, the reproduction, of this Spirit-

Christ—vv. 11-12, 20.
Day 3

We need to subjectively experience the detailed aspects
of the golden lampstand (the God-man living) so that
we can become the reproduction of the lampstand, the
expression of the Triune God:

A. The lampstand is of pure gold, signifying the eternal,

incorruptible, divine nature of God—Exo. 25:31:

1. We need to pay the price to gain more gold, more of God in His divine

nature—2 Pet. 1:4; Rev. 3:18; Zech. 4:12-14; Matt. 25:8-9.
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1.

a.

b.

Mixture in our Christian life brings in darkness, but when our Christian life is
purified through the divine nature, we have light—cf. Deut. 22:9.

The lampstand is of beaten work, signifying sufferings—Exo. 25:31:
To be beaten is to participate in Christ’s sufferings for the producing and
building up of the Body of Christ—1 Pet. 4:1; Phil. 3:10; Col. 1:24; Acts 16:6-7.

We must be beaten together with others into one entity, blended together
through the cross and by the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:24), to shine forth the light of God
for His corporate testimony.

Day 4

The lampstand being without measurement signifies that the
divinity of Christ and the light He shines are immeasurable—
John 3:34; cf. 7:18; 1 Cor. 2:13.

The lampstand’s base for stability and its shaft for strength
signify that the Lord Jesus was always stable and strong—Matt.
8:24; cf. 2 Cor. 1:18; Rev. 1:9.

The lampstand’s having cups shaped like almond blossoms
with calyxes and blossom buds signifies that the Triune God
is a living, golden tree, growing, budding, and blossoming in
resurrection—Exo. 25:31:

The cups shaped like almond blossoms signify the resurrection life blossoming—
Num. 17:8; Jer. 1:11-12:

The blossoming of resurrection life is the shining light, the expression of the life of
God, the fruit of the Spirit and the fruit of the light—John 1:4; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9.

If we would shine forth the light of life, we must be in resurrection, not in our
natural life—Phil. 3:10; S. S. 2:8-9, 14, cf. Psa. 73:16-17.
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c. Christ as the resurrection life is growing, branching, budding, and blossoming

in us, by us, and with us to shine the light—Col. 2:19.

d. How much light there can be in the church depends on the extent to which

Christ has a way to grow in us and through us.

2. As those who believe in Christ, we are a part of this wonderful golden tree

in resurrection and with the divine nature, the divine life, the Spirit, and the
shining light.

Day 5

. The pure gold tongs and firepans for trimming the charred

wicks signify the dealing with the old and charred natural life by
the divine nature so that the shining of the resurrection life may
be bright and pure—Exo. 25:38.

. The lampstand with all its utensils was one talent of pure gold

(approximately one hundred pounds), signifying that Christ as the
divine lampstand shining the divine light in resurrection is perfectly and
completely weighty—uv. 39; John 7:45-46; 18:37-38; cf. 1 Tim. 2:2; Titus 2:7.

. The seven lamps of the lampstand are the seven Spirits of God

as the seven eyes of Jehovah (Zech. 4:10), the seven eyes of the
redeeming Lamb (Rev. 5:6), and the seven eyes of the building
stone (Zech 3:9) for the full expression of the Triune God:

. “No Spirit, no church. More Spirit, more church” (The Church—the Reprint of

the Spirit, p. 18)—cf. Zech. 4:6.

. The seven eyes of the Lamb infuse us with Christ as the judicial Redeemer,

and the seven eyes of the stone infuse us with Christ as the organic Savior for
God’s economical move on earth through His redemption and by His organic
salvation for the goal of His building—John 1:29; Acts 4:11-12; Rom. 5:10; 1
Cor. 3:12.
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. The Lord’s seven eyes are as a flame of fire for watching, observing, searching,

and judging by enlightening and infusing—Rev. 1:14; 5:6; Dan. 10:6.

. Within us we have two lamps—the sevenfold intensified Spirit of God within

our spirit—Prov. 20:27; Rev. 4:5; 1 Cor. 6:17:

. In order for us to be transformed, we must fully open to the Lord in prayer

to allow the lamp of the Lord with the seven lamps of fire to search all the
chambers of our soul, shining on and enlightening our inward parts to supply
them with life—2:11a; Eph. 6:18.

. The one who experiences the greatest transformation is the one who is fully

open to the Lord.

. The more we experience the detailed aspects of the Triune God depicted in the

lampstand, the more we will see the reproduction of the lampstand, which will
pave the way for the Lord’s coming back to possess the whole earth.

Day 6

IV.The organic maintenance of the golden lampstand is

Christ’s heavenly ministry to cherish the churches in His
humanity and nourish the churches in His divinity to
produce the overcomers through His organic shepherding—
Rev. 1:13; 2:1, 7; John 10:11, 14; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:4; Heb. 13:20:

A. Christ as the Son of Man is in His humanity, the golden girdle

signifies His divinity, and the breasts are a sign of love:

. Christ was girded at the loins, strengthened for the divine work (Exo. 28:4;

Dan. 10:5) to produce the churches, but now He is girded about at the breasts,
caring for the churches, which He has produced by His love.

2. The golden girdle signifies Christ’s divinity as His divine energy, and the breasts

signify that this golden energy is exercised and motivated by and with His love
to nourish the churches.
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B.

Christ takes care of the churches in His humanity as the Son of
Man to cherish them—Rev. 1:13a:

He dresses the lamps of the lampstands to make them proper, cherishing us
that we may be happy, pleasant, and comfortable—Exo. 30:7; cf. Psa. 42:5, 11:

The Lord’s presence provides an atmosphere of tenderness and warmth to
cherish our being, giving us rest, comfort, healing, cleansing, and encouragement.

We can enjoy the cherishing atmosphere of the Lord’s presence in the church to
receive the nourishing supply of life—Eph. 5:29; cf. 1 Tim. 4:6; Eph. 4:11.

He trims the wicks of the lamps of the lampstand, cutting off all the negative
things that frustrate our shining—Exo. 25:38:

The charred part of the wick, the snuff, signifies things that are not according
to God’s purpose and need to be cut off, such as our flesh, our natural man, our
self, and our old creation.

He trims away all the differences among the churches (the wrongdoings,
shortages, failures, and defects) so that they may be the same in essence,
appearance, and expression—cf. 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 12:18; Phil. 2:2.

Christ takes care of the churches in His divinity with His divine
love, signified by the golden girdle on His breasts, to nourish the
churches—Rev. 1:13b:

He nourishes us with Himself as the all-inclusive Christ in His full ministry
of three stages so that we may grow and mature in the divine life to be His
overcomers to accomplish His eternal economy.

As the walking Christ, He gets to know the condition of each church, and as the
speaking Spirit, He trims and fills the lampstands with fresh oil, the supply of
the Spirit—2:1, 7.

To participate in His move and enjoy His care, we must be in the churches.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:31 And you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand with
its base and its shaft shall be made of beaten work; its cups, its calyxes, and
its blossom buds shall be of one piece with it.

Rev. 4:5 ...And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which
are the seven Spirits of God.

The golden lampstand...is first mentioned in Exodus 25. There, it stood in the
tabernacle as a testimony for God. Zechariah 4 is the second mention. There the
lampstand represented the true Israelites, who were also God’s testimony. The
final mention, in Revelation 1, portrays the church as the golden lampstand and as
the testimony of God....God’s testimony is a golden lampstand. It means that God
comes into us to be our life and to cause us to become His living. He lives within
us, and we live Him out. (Life Messages, vol. 2, pp. 240-241)

Today’s Reading

The design of the lampstand is most meaningful. Though the lampstand is
but one, there are six branches with seven lamps. In all man’s history, this design
has never been improved. In the thirty-five hundred years since Moses described
this pattern, no one has been able to produce a better design...[because] this
lampstand...was designed by God.

The lampstand signifies the Triune God. In typology gold represents the divine
nature. Like gold, God’s nature does not change or decay. That this lampstand was
made of gold tells us that it represents God’s nature.

This gold was not in a formless lump. It was structured into a form that
bespoke its function. The shape of the gold, a lampstand, symbolizes the image
of God. Who is God’s image? Christ is called “the image of God” in 2 Corinthians
4:4. As the Son of God’s love, He is “the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15).
Therefore, the image, or form, of the lampstand signifies Christ.
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What are the seven lamps? About this we cannot be clear until we come to
Revelation. There we are plainly told that the seven lamps are the seven Spirits of
God (4:5). The seven Spirits are simply the Holy Spirit of God. These lamps are
the expression, or manifestation, of God.

The Father is signified by the gold, the element of which the lamp was made.
The Son is signified by the form of the lampstand. The Spirit is the expression, as
indicated by the seven lamps.

By the time we come to Revelation, the church has become the lampstand. This
means that the church is the expression of the Triune God. Each local church is a
golden lampstand. What first signified the Triune God now depicts the church.

By nature, however, we are not made of gold....How can we, who are men of
dust or clay, become a golden lampstand? When we were regenerated, we were
born of God. Not only were our sins washed away by the precious blood; there was
also within us the element of the Father, just as a new baby has the life and nature
of his father. Now there is gold, the element of God, in us.

Nonetheless, this gold needs to be formed. Paul travailed for the Galatians “until
Christ is formed in you” (Gal. 4:19). It was not enough for Christ to be revealed in
them (1:16) or even to be living in them (2:20). The gold had to take shape.

Our need now is transformation. “We all...are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18). To be
transformed into the Lord’s image is from the Lord Spirit. The final expression of
the golden lampstand is the seven lamps, which are the seven Spirits of God.

Our own spirit is also the lamp of God (Prov. 20:27). These two spirits, ours
and God'’s, have been mingled. Within our little lamp there is now also another
lamp of greater intensity. The function of a lamp is to shine....With our spirit
enlivened and the lamp of God’s Spirit added to our spirit, it has become very
bright within. (Life Messages, vol. 2, pp. 241-243)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msg. 92; CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Life
Messages,” msg. 69; Life-study of Revelation, msg. 8; Elders’ Training, Book 7:
One Accord for the Lord’s Move, ch. 3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:31 And you shall make a lampstand of pure gold...
36 ...All of it one beaten work of pure gold.

Rev. 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand
and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

The church is the reproduction of Christ. We can say this because the lampstand
in Exodus was one, and the lampstands in Revelation are seven. The one lampstand
has been reproduced. The unique lampstand in Exodus became a model, out of
which came seven lampstands. The seven lampstands are exactly the same as the
unigue lampstand in nature, essence, shape, and in every respect....To say that the
church is the Body, the continuation, the enlargement, and the spreading of Christ
is not enough. We all have to see that the church is an exact reproduction of Christ.
Christ was the unique lampstand, and all the churches are the lampstands in the
same nature, essence, model, shape, and function. According to the lampstand in
Exodus, we can say that the church is the reproduction of Christ, and according to
the lampstand in Zechariah, the church is the reprint of the Spirit. (CWWL, 1975-
1976, vol. 2, “The Church—the Reprint of the Spirit,” pp. 444-445)

Today’s Reading

When we say that we are the church, we have to realize that the church is the
reproduction of Christ and the reprint of the Spirit....We have to be fully in the
Spirit. Even if we are only partially in the flesh, we become a poor reproduction,
a poor reprint. When we brothers and sisters come together, if we all are in the
Spirit, we are the church. If we are outside the Spirit, we are not the church.
Whether or not we are actually the church depends upon whether or not we are in
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the Spirit. If we are in the Spirit, we are the church. We have to admit that when
we are outside the Spirit, we are merely the fallen race and the descendants of
Adam....Are we standing as the church in our locality? Then we must be in the
Spirit. If we are not in the Spirit, we are through with the church because the
church is the reproduction of Christ and the reprint of the Spirit.

The wisdom of the Lord can be seen in the book of Revelation. He knows that a
picture is better than a thousand words. Before He wrote the seven epistles to the
seven churches, He showed John a picture of seven golden lampstands (Rev. 1:11-
12). What is the church? The church is the lampstand. In the Lord’s recovery we
all have to see that the church is so high and so pure. The church is nothing less
than Christ and the Spirit because both Christ and the Spirit are the lampstand
and the church is also the lampstand. This is a picture of regeneration and
transformation. Christ has been regenerated into our being, and we are being fully
transformed into His being (2 Cor. 3:18). He is the lampstand, and the church is
also the lampstand. We have to see what the church is to such an extent. If we see
this vision of the church, we will be afraid to exercise our flesh. We need to see
that the church is absolutely something of Christ and in the Spirit.

The lampstand in Exodus 25 is a type of Christ;...Christ bears the lamps
shining with oil....Oil signifies the Spirit (Isa. 61:1; Heb. 1:9). As the lampstand,
Christ has the oil, which means that He has the Spirit....Eventually this Christ
who is the lampstand became a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). Exodus 25 shows
us, on the one hand, that the lampstand signifies Christ as the embodiment of
God. Zechariah 4, on the other hand, shows us that the lampstand signifies the
life-giving Spirit as the reality of Christ. God is embodied in Christ, and Christ is
realized as the Spirit. Both this Christ, who is the embodiment of God, and this
Spirit, who is the reality of Christ, are typified by the lampstand. Eventually and
ultimately in the Bible, the churches are brought forth into existence, or produced,
and every church is a lampstand. (CWW.L, 1975-1976, vol. 2, “The Church—the
Reprint of the Spirit,” pp. 445-446, 454)

Further Reading: The Church—the Reprint of the Spirit, chs. 1-3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:36 Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it; all of
it one beaten work of pure gold.

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

As we consider Exodus 25, Zechariah 3 and 4, and the book of Revelation, we see
four aspects of the lampstand that we must experience. First, we must participate
in the essence, the golden element, of the lampstand. Second, we must experience
the forming of this golden substance into a definite form—the stand. The gold in
the lampstand is not a lump; rather, it is formed into a stand. Third, along with the
form, we must experience the expression of the lampstand through the shining of
the seven lamps. Fourth, there is the matter of the reproduction of the lampstand.
Hence, we must experience four aspects of the lampstand—the element, the form,
the expression, and the reproduction. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 363)

Today’s Reading

The fact that the lampstand and its calyxes and branches are all of one beaten
work of pure gold [Exo. 25:36] signifies that the entire entity is all purely of Christ’s
divinity without anything added to it. The calyxes and the branches were not added
to the lampstand; they were part of the lampstand, part of one beaten work of
pure gold. This indicates that in the lampstand there is no mixture. Mixture in our
Christian life brings in darkness. But when our Christian life is purified through the
divine nature, we have light. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1088-1089)

If we only have an ounce of gold, how could we form a lampstand? This would be
impossible. We might be able to make a ring, but certainly not a lampstand. In order
to have a lampstand, there must be a talent of gold (Exo. 25:39). (A talent equals
approximately one hundred pounds, or sixteen hundred ounces.) We need more
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gold, more of God. If we would have the church as the lampstand, we must have
something substantial—the gold, which is the substance, the essence, the element, of
God Himself. If we do not have this substance, all our talk about the church is vain.

[However], we may have a thousand talents of gold and not yet have the
lampstand, for we may just have the substance without the form. How can we
have the form?...How can all this gold be formed into a stand? Only by its being
beaten together. All the gold must be brought together into one. This refers to the
building. First, we need the substance and then we need the building by beating.
It is a shame to the Lord if today He cannot see any building. Many people argue
with us about the church, asking how we can say that we are the church and that
they are not the church. But the question is: where is the building? You may
even have a great deal of gold, but if you do not have the form, by the way of the
building, you do not have the lampstand. This means that you may be rich in gold
but poor in the lampstand—the building.

If you would have the stand, you must be beaten together with others. You
need to lose your identification....For you to be spiritual as an end in itself is
meaningless as far as the lampstand is concerned. Your experience and enjoyment
of God must be beaten together with that of others. Our gold must be put together,
beaten, and built up as one entity, as one unit. Then we not only have the gold,
but are also built into a golden lampstand. This is the church. (Life-study of
Revelation, pp. 363-366)

The beating of the gold to shine forth the light signifies that Christ’s shining
of the divine light as the expression of the divine glory (Rev. 21:23) is through
sufferings (cf. footnote 1 on Exo. 25:18), through which Christ was constituted
as the divine light-holder to shine in God’s dwelling place so that God’s serving
ones could serve there. The beating of the gold to form a stand also signifies the
believers’ participation in Christ’s sufferings and their being blended together
through the cross and by the Spirit for the producing and building up of the
church, the Body of Christ (Rom. 8:17; 1 Pet. 2:21; Phil. 3:10; Col. 1:24; 1 Cor.
12:24). (Exo. 25:31, footnote 4)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 31
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:31 And you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand with
its base and its shaft shall be made of beaten work; its cups, its calyxes, and
its blossom buds shall be of one piece with it.

Eph. 5:9 (For the fruit of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth).

The base for stability and the shaft for strength signify that the Lord Jesus
was always stable and strong (Matt. 8:24-26; Luke 4:29-30). (Exo. 25:31,
footnote 3)

As we consider the lampstand as a whole, we shall see that on it there are twenty-
five calyxes. There are three on each branch, three holding one pair of branches each,
and four on the shaft of the lampstand, making a total of twenty-five. Since the three
calyxes which each hold one pair of branches do not have blossoms, the lampstand
has a total of twenty-two blossoms. The divine thought here is that the lampstand is
actually a tree with calyxes and blossoms. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1081-1082)

Today’s Reading

The entire lampstand...does in fact look like a tree. Furthermore, the
lampstand is described in such a way as to give the idea of growth. Exodus 25:31-
36 speaks of branches, buds, and almond blossoms. Blossoming indicates growth.
Thus, we must be impressed that the lampstand is a growing tree.

As a tree, the lampstand has certain outstanding features. First, it is a golden
tree. Gold signifies the nature of God....The golden lampstand is the expression of
the Triune God. The Triune God is a living tree, growing, budding, and blossoming.

This golden tree has many almond blossoms. In typology almonds signify
resurrection life. Aaron’s rod budding with almonds signifies resurrection life.
Hence, the almonds on the lampstand indicate that it is a tree in resurrection.
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Resurrection is life that overcomes death without being damaged or injured by
death. Death is powerless to do anything with resurrection life. Death can inflict all
kinds of damage on other forms of life, plant life, animal life, and human life. Only
one kind of life cannot be hurt by death, and this is resurrection life....According
to the full revelation of the Scriptures, God Himself is this resurrection life.

The lampstand, of course, gives light. However, the first significance of the
lampstand is not light, but life. The light is at the top of the lampstand and
underneath this shining light are the blossoms. The lampstand is something that
grows. The calyx under each pair of branches indicates the growth of life....Thus,
with the lampstand we see the branching out of life which takes place under the
shining of the light. Life grows out light and blossoms with light. This means that
the light is actually the blossoming of life. When we grow and blossom, the light
shines. Our blossoming is our shining. We grow with life, but we blossom out light.

As those who believe in Christ, we are a part of this wonderful tree. Realizing
that | am part of this golden tree causes me to be beside myself with joy. Praise
the Lord that we are parts of this tree in resurrection and with the divine nature,
life, the Spirit, and the shining light!

Because the lampstand has become the church and because we are all parts of
the church, we have the ground to say that we are parts of the lampstand....Do you
not have the divine nature? Do you not also have resurrection, life, the Spirit, and
the shining light? As true believers in Christ, we have all these things.

We have seen that the lampstand is a tree. It is not an entity without light,
and neither is it inanimate. It is living, organic, and full of life. It is a tree-stand, a
stand that grows like a tree. This living tree is growing, branching, budding, and
blossoming. The blossoming is the shining of the light. Thus, the light is the life
blossoming. Actually the light is the life. John 1:1 and 4 say, “In the beginning was
the Word...and the Word was God....In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men.” This is the shining of Christ, the embodiment of the Triune God, as the light
of life. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1082-1084)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 93-94
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 25:38-39 And its tongs and its firepans shall be of pure gold. It shall be
made of a talent of pure gold, with all these utensils.

Prov. 20:27 The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah, searching all the
innermost parts of the inner being.

[In Exodus 25:38] the tongs (snuffers) and firepans (snuff dishes) for trimming
the charred wicks signify the dealing with the old and charred natural life so that
the shining of the resurrection life may be bright and pure. In our experience
the snuffers are not only things and matters but also the persons involved in the
snuffing. Our charred natural life needs to be snuffed so that the shining of the
resurrection life in us may be bright and pure. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1090)

Today’s Reading

According to Exodus 25:38, both the tongs and the firepans were of pure gold.
This signifies that the trimming, the purifying, must be altogether of the divine
nature....The divine nature does the cutting, the cleansing, and the purifying.

The lampstand with all its utensils was one talent of pure gold (v. 39).
The talent was the weightiest measure used by the Hebrews. A talent equals
approximately one hundred pounds. Such a heavy unit, a whole and complete
unit of weight, signifies that Christ as the lampstand shining the divine light in
resurrection is perfectly and completely weighty.

According to Revelation 1:20; 4:5; and 5:6, eventually the lampstand becomes
the church to bear the testimony of Jesus, and the seven lamps become the seven
Spirits of God to express the Triune God. The one lampstand in Exodus 25 has
been reproduced as the seven lampstands in Revelation 1. Today the churches are
the lampstands bearing the testimony of Jesus, and the seven Spirits of God are
the seven lamps expressing the Triune God....The Holy Spirit as the seven Spirits,
the sevenfold intensified Spirit, expresses the Triune God among all the churches
in the Lord’s recovery. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1090-1091, 1093)
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The Spirit is for the Body, so 1 Corinthians 12:13 says that in one Spirit we were
all baptized into one Body, and Ephesians 4:4 says, “One Body and one Spirit.”
The one Spirit equals the one Body, and the one Body equals the one Spirit. Thus,
it is absolutely correct to say that the church is the reprint of the Spirit. “No Spirit,
no church. More Spirit, more church.”...The Spirit is the ultimate consummation
of the processed Triune God, and the church is the reprint of the Spirit, the
corporate expression of the processed Triune God. (The Church—the Reprint of
the Spirit, pp. 18-19)

How will the gold in us take shape? There is no question regarding our having
the gold within us. Our question concerns transformation, not regeneration.
How can we be transformed into His image from glory to glory? The answer lies
with the Spirit. The church as the lampstand has seven lamps, which are God’s
seven Spirits. God is Spirit (John 4:24). More than this, we are told in Proverbs
20:27, “The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah.” Within us, we have two lamps,
the Spirit of God and our human spirit. Inside our little lamp is a stronger
lamp....Man’s spirit, Proverbs 20:27 goes on to say, searches all the innermost
parts of the inner being, or as Darby’s footnote says, “all the chambers of the soul.”
In your soul are various chambers, or rooms. The spirit is searching the chamber
of your emotions and of your mind and of your will.

To have our spirit regenerated is simple. We confess our sins and receive
the Lord. Then we have the Spirit of God within. To be transformed in our
soul, however, is not easy. It needs the lamp of the Lord to search all the inner
chambers. There are very few who have opened all their inner chambers to Him.

You may love the Lord, and you may pray regularly for your children and your
grandchildren. Yet in your soul are two chambers that you reserve for yourself.
You keep the Lord locked out of there....Without the spirit...the soul is dark.
It needs the lamp of the Lord. A lamp is for use in darkness. Because man has
fallen, he is in darkness....The only way to have light is to walk according to the
spirit (Rom. 8:4). That light searches the inward parts of your soul. If you are
not in your spirit, you cannot see your true condition. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Life
Messages,” pp. 370-371)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Life Messages,” msgs. 68, 70; Life-
study of Revelation, msg. 33
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:12-13 And | turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when |
turned, | saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands
One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and
girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle.

Christ is the best model of cherishing and nourishing as seen in Revelation
1....[Verses 12 and 13 show] that Christ is taking care of the lampstands by being
the Son of Man with a long garment. This garment is the priestly robe (Exo.
28:33-35), which shows that Christ is our great High Priest.

He is also girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle. This girdle is a long
piece of gold. The girdle and the gold are not two separate things....The golden
girdle is one piece of gold to become a belt. The Son of Man is in His humanity,
and the golden girdle signifies His divinity. This golden girdle is on His breasts,
and the breasts are a sign of love. (The Vital Groups, p. 105)

Today’s Reading

The priests in the Old Testament were girded at the loins for their ministry (Exo.
28:4). In Daniel 10:5 Christ also is girded at His loins, with fine gold. To be girded
at the loins is to be strengthened for the work. Christ has finished His divine work
in producing the churches. Now by His love He is caring for the churches which
He has produced. This is why He is girded at the breasts. Today Christ is our High
Priest taking care of His churches established by His labor. But now He takes care
of the churches with the girdle not on His loins but on His breasts, signifying love.
I hope we all could realize that in these days even among us, Christ is wearing a
golden girdle on His breasts.

The golden girdle is a sign, signifying Christ’s divinity becoming His energy.
Christ’s energy is totally His divinity. A piece of gold is now a girdle. The totality
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of Christ in His divinity has become a girdle. The golden girdle signifies Christ’s
divinity becoming His energy, and the breasts signify that this golden energy is
exercised and motivated by His love. His divine energy is exercised by and with
His love to nourish the churches.

Christ takes care of the churches as the lampstands in His humanity as “the
Son of Man” to cherish them (Rev. 1:13a). Christ as our High Priest takes care of
the churches He has established first in His humanity to cherish the churches, to
make the churches happy, pleasant, and comfortable. He does this by dressing
the lamps of the lampstand. The high priest in the Old Testament dressed the
lamps of the lampstands every morning (Exo. 30:7). To dress the lamps is to
make them proper.

Christ cares for the lampstands by trimming the wicks of the lamps of the
lampstand, just as the priest did according to the type in the Old Testament (Exo.
25:38). When the wick was burned out, it became charred and black, so the priest
had to come to cut off the black part of the wick. This is what it means to snuff the
wick so that the lamp may shine better. The charred part of the wick, the snuff,
signifies things that are not according to God’s purpose which need to be cut off,
such as our flesh, our natural man, our self, and our old creation. All the lampstands
are organic. They are living lampstands. Since each church is a living lampstand,
each church has much feeling. A church with charred wicks will not feel comfortable.

I thank the Lord that today in His recovery He is the High Priest in His
humanity. Hebrews 4 says that we do not have a High Priest who cannot be
touched with the feeling of our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
respects like us, yet without sin (v. 15). Our Christ is the same as we are. He has
been tempted in everything like us, so He can easily be touched with the feeling
of our weaknesses. This means that He always sympathizes with our weaknesses
in His humanity. He is the High Priest in His humanity taking care of us by
cherishing us all the time. (The Vital Groups, pp. 105-107)

Further Reading: The Vital Groups, msg. 11; The Mending Ministry of John,
ch. 14; Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 53
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WEEK 4 — HYMN
Hymns, #1226

1

Oh, the church of Christ is glorious, and we are part of it—
We’re so happy that the Lord has made us one!

There’s a Body in the universe and we belong to it—
Hallelujah, for the Lord has made us one!

Hallelujah for the Body!

We are members of the Body!

We are wholly for the Body!

Hallelujah, for the Lord has made us one!

2

Not the individual Christians, but a corporate entity—

God must have it for His full expression now;

Not just individual churches but the Body corporately—
Hallelujah, we are in the Body now!

Hallelujah for the Body!

Satan trembles at the Body!

We’re victorious in the Body!

Hallelujah, we are in the Body now!

3

There are seven golden lampstands in the nature all divine—
Nothing natural does the Body life allow.

When we're one and share God’s nature, how the lampstand then does shine—
Hallelujah, it is brightly shining now!

Hallelujah for the Body!

For the lampstands of the Body!

For the golden, shining Body!

Hallelujah, it is brightly shining now!

4

How may we express such oneness, be divine and shining too?
Hallelujah, eating Jesus is the way!

He's the tree of life, the manna, and the feast that's ever new—
Hallelujah, we may eat Him every day!

We are one by eating Jesus!

We’'re divine by eating Jesus!

How we shine by eating Jesus!

Hallelujah, eating Jesus is the way!
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2015 Winter Training

Crystallization-Study of Exodus (3)
Message Five
The Golden Incense Altar
RK Hymns: 505, 779

Scripture Reading: Exo. 30:1-10; Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34, 26-27; Rev. 8:3-4

A.

Outline

Day 1
We need to see a vision of the golden incense altar—EXxo.
30:1-10:

The incense altar signifies Christ as the Intercessor to maintain the
relationship between God and His people—Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34:

The incense altar is a type of the person of Christ—Exo. 30:1-3.

The incense altar signifies Christ praying, Christ interceding—John 17.

The incense altar is the place from which the activities at all the
other places in the tabernacle and the outer court are motivated;
Christ’s interceding life motivates us to experience the altar, the
laver, the table, the lampstand, and the Ark—Heb. 7:25.

Day 2

The executing center of God’s administration in the universe is
the incense altar in Revelation 8:

2015 Winter Training - Message 5 Outline - Page 1
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1)

The book of Revelation is a book of God’s administration, a book of divine execution:

This book reveals the throne of God and the administration of God throughout
the universe—4:1-2, 5; 5:6.

In the book of Revelation, a book of God’s executing, we see that the divine
administration, the divine executing, is always carried out by the incense altar—8:3-4.

In Revelation 8:3 the incense altar is directly in front of the throne of God’s authority:

Christ as another Angel comes and adds His incense to the prayers of the
saints—v. 3.

This incense then ascends to God at the throne of administration, and God
answers the saints’ prayers—v. 4:

When the prayers of the saints ascend to God with the incense of Christ, God
executes the policies of His administration.

2) As aresult, fire comes down to earth to execute the divine judgments—v. 5.

D.

Christ’s interceding life, His prayer life, is the center of the
divine administration and of the execution of His government on
earth—Rom. 8:34; Rev. 8:3-4:

The executing of God’s administration is motivated by the prayers offered to
Him from the incense altar.

The prayers offered at the incense altar govern the universe.

This is a picture of the incense altar being the administrating throne of God for
God to execute His judgments in His administration.

It is crucial for us to see that the execution of God’s administration is motivated
by the prayers offered to Him from the incense altar.
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Day 3

. After His resurrection and ascension, the individual Christ has

become the corporate Christ; thus, today before God not only is the
individual Christ interceding, but the corporate Christ, the Head
with the Body, is interceding as well—1 Cor. 12:12; Acts 12:5, 12:

Today the intercessor is not merely Christ Himself but is Christ with His Body.

Christ the Head is interceding in the heavens, and the church the Body is
interceding on earth.

. As the members of Christ and parts of the Body-Christ, we cooperate with

Christ in His ministry of intercession, carrying out His intercession in our
prayers of intercession—Rom. 8:34, 26-27; 1 Tim. 2:1.

If we have a clear view of the incense altar, our prayer life will
be revolutionized, and we will pray for the executing of God’s
purpose, for the carrying out of the divine administration, and
for the dispensing of God’s supplying grace.

1. We need to experience the golden incense altar—Exo.

A.

B.

30:1-10; Rom. 8:26-27; 1 Tim. 2:1:
We need to participate in Christ’s interceding life—Eph. 6:18-19;
Col. 4:3; 1 Thes. 5:25; 2 Thes. 3:1; Heb. 13:18.

The kind of prayer we have depends on the kind of person we
are—Luke 9:54-55; 1 Tim. 2:8; Eph. 6:18; Col. 1:9:

Our prayers represent ourselves and reveal our person, revealing who we are,
what we are, and where we are.

Whether we are in God or outside of God is indicated by the way we pray.
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Day 4

. If we would intercede with Christ at the incense altar, we need

to see three crucial matters:

. When we pray, we should be in the tabernacle; that is, we should be in God—

John 1:14; 14:2-3, 20, 13-14; 15:44a, 7; 17:24, 26:

. The picture of the tabernacle portrays Christ as the incarnated God—1:14.

. Because the incense altar is in the center of the tabernacle, which signifies the

incarnated God, to be at the golden incense altar is to be in the incarnated God.

. Whenever we pray, we should experientially be in God; then we will not only

pray to God but also pray in God.

. When we are about to pray, we should first be satisfied by eating holy food; that

is, we should pray with God within us as our energizing supply—v. 29; 6:53-56:

. We need to feast upon Christ as the bread of the Presence—Exo. 25:30.

. If we would come to the incense altar, we must be persons who are in God

and who have God in us; that is, we should be one with God and mingled with
Him—John 14:20; 1 Cor. 6:17.

. When we pray, we should offer incense to God; that is, we should pray with

Christ as the incense—Exo. 30:34-38; Rev. 8:3-4.
Day 5

D. When we pray at the incense altar, there will be neither strange

fire nor strange incense in our prayer—Lev. 10:1; Exo. 30:9a:

1. To have strange fire in our prayer is to have some kind of motive that 