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Message One

Experiencing the Central Work of God
and Taking Christ as Our Person
in and for the Church Life

Scripture Reading: Eph. 3:16-21; Phil. 2:13; Gal. 2:20; 4:19
OUTLINE

Day 1

[. In and for the church life, we need to experience the
central work of God—Eph. 3:17a; Phil. 2:13:

A.God’s central work, His unique work, in the universe and throughout all
the ages and generations is to work Himself in Christ into His chosen
people, making Himself one with them—Gal. 4:19; Eph. 3:17a; 1 Cor.
6:17.

B.God desires not mainly to do things for us but to work Himself into our
being—Eph. 3:17a.

C.God’s intention is to have Christ thoroughly worked into our being;
however, in our spiritual seeking we may have no concern about this,
caring instead only for our intention—Phil. 2:21.

D.God’s purpose is to work Himself into us, making Himself our inward
elements—Eph. 3:11, 16-19:

1.This purpose is the center of the universe, and apart from this
purpose the Christian life is meaningless—Rev. 4:11.
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Day 2

2.The principle in God’s work is to gain persons and by gaining them to
have a way to go on:

a. The proper priority is not for us to work for God but for God to work
Himself into us—Eph. 2:10; Phil. 2:13.

b.In the church life the importance of the person far exceeds that of the
work—2 Tim. 2:20-22:

1) What we are is more important than what we do.
2) We cannot serve God beyond what we are as a person.

3.Spiritual progress consists in allowing God to gain ground within us—
Col. 2:19; Eph. 3:17a.

Day 3

E. For the fulfillment of God’s eternal economy, God needs to build Himself
in Christ into our being, working Himself in Christ into us as our life, our
nature, and our constitution, to make us God in life and in nature but not
in the Godhead—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Rom. 1:3-4; Eph. 3:17a; John 14:23;
Col. 3:10-11:

1.We need God to build up Christ into our intrinsic constitution so that
our entire being will be reconstituted with Christ—Eph. 3:17a.

2.Christ builds the church by coming into our spirit and spreading
Himself from our spirit into our mind, emotion, and will to occupy our
entire soul—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 3:17a.

F. We cooperate with God’s central work by being poor in spirit (Matt.
5:3) and pure in heart (v. 8), seeking the Lord with a single heart
(Psa. 27:4), turning to the Lord (2 Cor. 3:16), caring for the sense of
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life (Rom. 8:6), being willing to be enlightened (Eph. 1:17-18), and
opening our whole being to the Lord to be filled with God as our
content (3:16-19).

Day 4

[I. In and for the church life, we need to take Christ as our
person—Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:16-21:

A.God’s intention in His economy is to work Himself into us not only as our
life but also as our person—Gal. 4:19.

B.Our regenerated spirit is the inner man with the indwelling Christ as its
person—Eph. 3:17a:

1.If we would take Christ as our person, we must see that our
regenerated spirit is no longer merely an organ for us to contact God
but is our person.

2.In our inner man we have Christ not only as our life but also as our
person—1 John 5:11-12; Col. 3:4; Eph. 3:17a.

3.0ur inner man consists of our renewed soul as its organ and our
regenerated spirit indwelt by Christ, the person, as its life and
person—Rom. 12:2; 8:10; Eph. 4:23; 2 Cor. 4:16.

Day 5

4.We need to live in our spirit as the inner man by taking Christ as our
person—Rom. 8:4; 1 Cor. 6:17; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:17a.

C.As regenerated believers, we have both the “I” (the self), our former
person, and Christ, our new person—Gal. 2:20:

1.The “I” is in our soul, but Christ is in our spirit—Rom. 8:10; 2 Tim. 4:22.
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2.The “I” is the person of the outer man, the old man, and Christ is the
person of the inner man, the new man—2 Cor. 4:16.

3.The “I,” the former person, has been crucified, and Christ, the new
person, lives in us—Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20.

D.To take Christ as our person requires that we deny the self, our fallen
person; we need to deny our soul-life and live by our new person, the
indwelling Christ—Matt. 16:24-25; Col. 1:27.

E.In order to take Christ as our person, we need to deny our purpose,
aim, and preference and take His purpose, aim, and preference—2 Cor.
5:14-15.

F. When we take Christ as our person and live not by ourselves but by
Christ as the person, we become one with Him and no longer do anything
according to our preference and taste but do everything according to His
preference and taste—v. 15.

G.In order to have the church life, we need to be strengthened into our
spirit as the inner man so that Christ, a living person, may make His home
in our heart—Eph. 3:16-17a:

1.The inner man with Christ as its person is for our living in the
church—2:21-22.

2.We need to take Christ not only as life in our spirit but also as the
person in our heart—Col. 3:4; 1:27:

Day 6

a. When Christ makes His home in our heart, He becomes our person—
Eph. 3:17a.

b.The only way for Christ to be our person is for Him to make His home
in our heart—v. 17a.
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c. If we take Christ as our person, allowing Him to spread into our heart,
the person living in our heart will not be the self but Christ—Gal. 2:20.

H.If we take Christ as our person, we will live Him out as the proper church
life—v. 20:

1. Christ, who is our person, is for the church life—Matt. 16:18.

2.Christ, a living person as our person, is the content of the church
life—Gal. 1:1-2, 15-16; 4:19.

3.1t is not possible to have the church life when we allow our old man
to be our person—Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20:

a.If we want to live the church life but do not take Christ as our person,
we cannot be blended with others.

b.Unless we live by Christ as our person, we will remain natural persons,
those who are according to their natural constitution, racial culture,
national character, or religious background—~Col. 1:27; 3:4, 10-11.

4.The proper church life is a life in which we live in the inner man,
taking Christ as our person—Eph. 3:17a; 2 Cor. 4:16.

5.We should take Christ as our person and allow Christ to live in us
and make His home in our heart so that we may be filled unto all the
fullness of God in order to be the practical manifestation of the church
as the Body of Christ—Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:16-21.
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« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the
working for His good pleasure.

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom | travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

God’s economy is centered on one thing—God’s unique work. God’s unique
work in the universe and throughout all the ages and generations is to work
Himself in Christ into His chosen people, making Himself one with them. This
involves the mingling of divinity with humanity.

In order to work Himself into us, God became a man and lived a human life
on earth. Then He passed through death and entered into resurrection and
ascension, becoming the consummated, life-giving Spirit ready to come into us.
When He came into us, He regenerated our spirit. Now He is working in us to
increase Himself in us and to build Himself into us. (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel,
pp. 195-196)

Today’s Reading

I have the burden to speak a word concerning God'’s intention to build Himself
in Christ into us. God desires not mainly to do things for us but to work Himself
into our being.

Although there is no time element with God, nevertheless He has, in the course
of time, gradually, bit by bit, released His revelation to man.

God is building Himself not in Himself but in man, and not only in man but also
into man. This building is God’s constituting of Himself in Christ into man. (Life-
study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 189, 205)

God’s intention is to have Christ thoroughly worked into your being, but in

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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your spiritual seeking, you have no concern about this. Your spiritual seeking is
going in the opposite direction, only considering your intention...I am burdened
that most of the saints in the Lord’s recovery do not see [this matter of God’s
intention]. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,” pp. 409-410)

God has no intention that you merely preach the gospel or manage a church.
God’s intention is to work Himself into you through your preaching of the gospel
and your managing of the church. His intention is to make Himself your inward
elements...By doing this, He Kkills two birds with one stone....He can accomplish
the work, spread the gospel, and take care of the church through you. At the
same time, through these works, He can have Himself added into you. God has no
intention to correct your mistakes. His only intention is to work Himself into you
and to fill you up, so that day by day..He would become ripened within you.

[ hope that you will not take my words as a mere teaching. [ am showing you
something here. I am pointing out to you a way. I do not expect these words to
give you some excitement or stimulation. [ only hope that those who have a heart
for the Lord would receive the blessing here. If we read through the Old and the
New Testament, we will see that God has one specific purpose in man. Whether
in creating man or in redeeming man, God desires to achieve this purpose. This
purpose can be considered the center of the universe. If a man does not meet this
purpose while he lives on earth, he will feel empty. Even a Christian who does not
see this purpose will feel that his life is meaningless. God has shown us in many
ways through His word what this purpose is. God’s purpose is to work Himself
into man. At the end of Revelation we are told that in the new heaven and new
earth, when God’s work is completed, He will have worked Himself completely
into man. By that time, God will be fully in man, and man will be fully in God. God
and man will become one. We may think that we were destined for perdition
and hell. After we are saved, we may think that now, as a saved person, we are
satisfied as long as we can go to heaven. However, this is not the highest purpose
of God, His ultimate purpose. God’s highest purpose, His ultimate purpose, is to
work Himself into man. (Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman
Nee’s Ministry, vol. 1, pp. 122, 27)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 26, 29-31

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 2
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:10 For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand in order that we would walk in
them.

2 Tim. 2:21 If therefore anyone cleanses himself from these, he will be
a vessel unto honor, sanctified, useful to the master, prepared unto every
good work.

In the church the most important thing is the person. The importance of the
person far exceeds that of any work. In the world it is just the opposite; there, the
work is more important than the person. But for us the person is more important.
Time stands between the two eternities; both creation and redemption are within
the span of time. During the span of time, God does many works. God’s main
goal, however, is not the works but to gain persons through the works. God does
not work for the sake of working, but for the sake of gaining men through His
works. God is not here merely to accomplish a work but to use His work to gain
some people. Hence, our views have to be changed. (Messages Given during the
Resumption of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, vol. 1, p. 189)

Today’s Reading

The service of the elders has to do with the person of the elder. It does not
depend on the method but on the person. In the New Testament it is very difficult to
find out what is the method or way to serve. Some places seem to speak about the
method or the way, but actually the emphasis is still the person himself. The person
is the way, and the person is the Lord’s work. If God does not gain a person, He
will have no work, and He will have no way. A way is a course that a person takes.
If God does not gain man, He will have no course to take. Man thinks that the most
important thing to do is to find a good way. However, God’s work does not involve
giving us the ways but is a matter of gaining the persons. If God can gain two or

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 3
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three brothers here, He will have a way. Even if I present to you the best way to be
an elder, it will be useless if the person is wrong. We, the person, should be gained
by God. We have to learn to be the proper person more than to learn to do the
proper things. It is meaningless for things to be done properly without the person
being a proper one. What you are is what you do. You cannot serve God beyond what
you are as a person. Hudson Taylor said in his book Union and Communion that
what we are is more important than what we do. This word left a deep impression
on me. We should know how to help the brothers and sisters properly.

When the apostle spoke about the elders, he spoke very little about what they
do. Mainly he spoke about the kind of persons they should be (1 Tim. 3:1-5). If
your heart is attracted by the Lord’s love, you will be willing to give yourselves
to the Lord. This is a very simple and direct word. The degree you can render
others help is determined by the degree you have advanced yourself; it is also
determined by the amount of learning you have picked up. If only one-fourth
of those among us are used by God in this way, in a few years, the church will
increase from one or two hundred people to one or two thousand, and the quality
of the people gained will surpass the one or two hundred people that we have
today. It is not our ground or our doctrines that will bring in God’s blessing. The
basic question is the person himself.

After a person is saved, all his spiritual experiences consist of allowing God to
gain the proper ground within him. They consist of allowing God to live Himself
out of him. Let me illustrate this in another way. Suppose there is an empty glass
here. This depicts the condition of man before he is saved; he is empty within.
After he is saved, he is filled within, in the same way that the glass would be filled
with water. Do not say that salvation is to bring us into heaven. Salvation is to put
God into us. The Lord washes us with His own blood for the purpose of putting
Himself into us. (Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee's
Ministry, vol. 1, pp. 59-60, 62, 29)

Further Reading: Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee’s
Ministry, vol. 1, chs. 4-5, 10
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will
keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and
make an abode with him.

Col. 3:11 Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and
inall.

God makes us like Him by imparting His life and nature into us. Second Peter
1:4 says that we have become “partakers of the divine nature.” John 1:12-13 says
that we were born, regenerated, by God with His life. We have been born of God
and today, having God’s life and nature, we are partially like Him. One day, when
He comes, we will be wholly and entirely like Him.

It was wonderful for David to be a man according to God’s heart, but it was not
sufficient. God wants those who can say, “I am not just a person according to God’s
heart. I am God in life and in nature but not in His Godhead.” On the one hand, the
New Testament reveals that the Godhead is unique and that only God, who alone
has the Godhead, should be worshipped. On the other hand, the New Testament
reveals that we, the believers in Christ, have God’s life and nature and that we are
becoming God in life and in nature but will never have His Godhead. (Life-study of
1 & 2 Samuel, p. 167)

Today’s Reading

[In 2 Samuel 7] David wanted to build God a house of cedar, but God wanted
to build Himself in Christ into David. What God would build into David would
be both God’s house and David’'s house. We need to realize that God will have
a habitation not by our doing or working but by His building. Christ builds the
church (Matt. 16:18) by coming into our spirit and spreading Himself from our
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spirit into our mind, emotion, and will to occupy our entire soul. This church will
become His habitation and our habitation. This is what we need, and our burden
is to emphasize this one thing.

There is no need for us to build anything for God. Rather, God needs to build
Himself in Christ into us as our life, nature, and essence. Eventually, the Triune
God will become our intrinsic constitution. We will be constituted with the
Triune God. That will be the seed of David and the Son of God—something divine
and human satisfying God’s need and our need for a mutual abode. The New
Jerusalem is the consummation of this mutual abode, and we will all be there.

Second Samuel 7 is the unveiling of a prophecy through typology showing us
there is no need for us to build something for God. We simply are not able to do this.
We cannot build something for God with ourselves or with our knowledge of the
Bible and theology. We need God to build up Christ into our intrinsic constitution so
that our entire being will be reconstituted with Christ. As a result, we are not only
changed, but we are transformed from one kind of person into another.

Perhaps now we can see that 2 Samuel 7 simply indicates that God does not
need us to build anything for Him. We are nothing, we have nothing, and we can
do nothing. Therefore, we need Christ to be wrought into our being.

At this point we need to consider once again what God’s economy is. God’s
economy is to work Himself into us in Christ as His embodiment. Through death
and resurrection Christ has become the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). Now we
need to let God work Christ as the Spirit into every part of our being. The more
God does this, the more we will be able to declare, “To me, to live is Christ,” and “I
am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in
me” (Phil. 1:21; Gal. 2:20). (Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, pp. 169, 160-161)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msgs. 24, 28; Messages Given
during the Resumption of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, vol. 1, chs. 20, 22, 24
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

Col. 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory.

The Lord’s intention is to work Himself into us not only as our life but also
as our person. If we were just a box, and the living Lord came into us to be our
person, that would be easy. A box has no person. But we are living boxes, and so
many of us do have a strong person. Some of us are strong in the mind, others
are strong in the emotion, and others are strong in the will. Therefore, the Lord
has some difficulty. But we must realize that the Lord will never give up His own
person. We must be the ones who give up. The Lord has no intention of having
us live as a person. We should simply be the vessel that contains Him. But the
problem is that God created some living vessels. This is why in the very beginning
of the New Testament, the Lord Jesus said that if we are going to follow Him, we
must deny ourselves. This means to deny our person. To follow Jesus means to
take Him as your person. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, “The Wonderful Christ in the
Canon of the New Testament,” p. 133)

Today’s Reading

Every man is a soul with a body and a spirit as organs. The soul is the person of
every man. However, when a man believes in the Lord and receives Him, the Lord
becomes life to him in his spirit. Before believing, man'’s spirit did not have life;
it was merely an organ. However, once the Lord Jesus enters into a man'’s spirit
as life, his spirit is no longer merely an organ but also an inner man. We must be
clear concerning this matter. Formerly, our soul was our person, but today our
spirit is our person. Formerly, the spirit was an organ, but now the soul is an organ.
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We should not let our soul voice its opinions or take the lead. This is to deny the
expression of our soul as our person. However, when we need to remember certain
things, we can utilize the faculty of our mind as an organ related to memory. Thus,
our soul is no longer our person but merely an organ. Our spirit is our person today.
(CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Taking Christ as Our Person for the Church Life,” pp. 488-490)

The outward man includes our body and our soul, with the body as its organ
and the soul as its life and person. The inward man includes our regenerated
spirit and our renewed soul with the regenerated spirit as its life and person and
the renewed soul as its organ. The life of the soul must be denied (Matt. 16:24-
25), but the functions of the soul, the mind, will, and emotion, must be renewed
and uplifted by being subdued (2 Cor. 10:4-5) to be used by the spirit, which is the
person of the inward man. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, p. 306)

We now have two lives—the human life in our soul and the divine life in our
spirit—and two men—the outer man, which is a soulish man, and the inner man,
which is a spiritual man. We cannot live by these two lives simultaneously; we can
live by only one life at a time. Therefore, we should live not by the human life but
by the divine life, not by the outer man but by the inner man. Long before we were
born, our old man had been crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20). Hence, we
should not live by the soulish man, the outer man, but by the spiritual man, the
inner man. Second Corinthians 4:16 says, “Though our outer man is decaying, yet
our inner man is being renewed day by day.” Our outer man is being consumed
and worn out by the Kkilling work of death, but our inner man is being nourished
with the fresh supply of the resurrection life. We need to live by the inner man,
the new man, which has Christ as its life. To live by the inner man is to live by
Christ as our person, because Christ is in the inner man as its life. (CWWL, 1970,
vol. 2, pp. 495-496)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, pp. 337-341, 493-499
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to
themselves but to Him who died for them and has been raised.

Our regenerated human spirit is not only an organ to know God’s
surpassingly great power but also the inner man with the indwelling Christ as
its person. We need to live in our spirit as the inner man by taking Christ as
our person. We should be strengthened into our inner man so that Christ may
make His home in our heart, and we should take Christ not only as our life and
power but also as our person. We need to take Christ as our person. Our former
person, our self, was in our soul, but our new person, Christ, is in our spirit.
Therefore, we need to deny our self, our old person, and take Christ as our new
person. In order to take Christ as our person, we must put our self aside. (CWWL,
1970, vol. 2, p. 496)

Today’s Reading

In our inner man, our regenerated spirit, we have Christ not only as our life
but also our person. In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, “I am crucified with Christ; and it
is no longer [ who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” As believers, we have both
the “1” (the self), our former person, and Christ, our new person. The “I” is in our
soul, but Christ is in our spirit. The “I” is the person of the outer man, the old man,
but Christ is the person of the inner man, the new man. There are two persons
within us: the “I” and Christ. The “I,” our former person, has been crucified (Rom.
6:6), and Christ, our new person, lives in us. It is no longer “I” but Christ.

Many Christians know that Christ is our power and our life, but few realize
that He also is our person. Christ is not only the reality of all the divine attributes
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but also the person of our inner man. As regenerated believers we have Christ
Himself within us as our person. We lack the language, the utterance, to explain
this marvelous and profound mystery.

We need to see the difference between life and a person. Whereas life is the
means by which we live, a person is a living being with a purpose, aim, choice, and
preference. We should not only live by Christ as our life but also take Him as our
person. In order to take Christ as our person, we need to deny our own purpose,
aim, and preference and take His purpose, aim, and preference.

We need to take Christ as our person in our daily walk. If we intend to go to
a department store to purchase certain items, our primary focus should not be
whether what we purchase is of the Lord’s will but who makes the purchase—
the self or Christ...When we are about to purchase a certain item, we should pray,
“Lord, You are my person. Would You buy this?..” If we take Christ as our person
in the practical matter of shopping, we will be able to declare with assurance, “It
is not I who shop but Christ.”

Christ, who is our person, is for the church life. We should allow Christ to live
in us and make His home in our heart so that we may be filled unto all the fullness
of God in order to be the practical manifestation of the church as the Body of
Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19). We should live in the inner man by taking Christ as
our person so that we may have a proper, living, and rich church life. If we live
a daily life in which we take Christ as our person, we will come together in the
meetings not only with Christ but also as the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12). In
such meetings we will render real worship to the Father, worshipping Him in our
spirit and with Christ as the divine reality (John 4:24). May the Lord open our
eyes to see that we need to be strengthened into our inner man so that Christ may
make His home in our heart. If Christ takes full possession of our being, we will
enjoy Him as everything in the church and will bring forth the practicality of the
church as the new man, where Christ is all and in all (Col. 3:10-11). (CWWL, 1970,
vol. 2, pp. 502-503, 498-499)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, pp. 501-516; The Way to Build Up the
Church (booklet)
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love.

21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the
generations forever and ever. Amen.

When Christ is in our spirit, He is our life, but when Christ spreads into our
heart, He becomes our person. We need to take Christ not only as life in our spirit
but also as the person in our heart.

If we take Christ as our person, allowing Him to spread into our heart, the
person living in our heart will not be the self but Christ (Gal. 2:20). In a practical
way our heart needs to become Christ’s home. He must be able to live in us and
to settle down in us. He, not the self, must be the One who occupies our heart.
The crucial question is who is living in our heart and who is the person taking up
residence in our heart. As long as we are still the person living in our heart, our
heart is the home of the self, not the home of Christ. For this reason, we need to
pray for ourselves and for others to have the reality of taking Christ as our person
in our daily living. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3390)

Today’s Reading

Everything we do should be done not by the self but by Christ. His tastes and
preferences need to become ours. Then Christ will be not only our life but also
our person. The Lord will thus expand in our heart, take possession of our heart,
and make His home in our heart in a full way. Eventually, He will saturate our
whole being with Himself, and we will live no longer by the self but by Christ. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3390-3391)

If we want to live the church life but do not take Christ as our person, we can
never be blended together with others, because we are all different according to
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our nature. Each of us has our own tastes and preferences. We may experience
the resurrection power of Christ when we are by ourselves, but when we come to
the meeting hall, our tastes and preferences can easily rise up within us. We may
experience the resurrection power before coming to the meeting hall, but when
we are asked to clean chairs in a specific way, we can easily be bothered....It is not
possible to have the church life when our old man is allowed to be our person.
Those who want to have the church life must deny their soul-life, their self, their
old man. We should all cover our heads and take Christ as our person. (CWWL,
1970, vol. 3, “Taking Christ as Our Person for the Church Life,” pp. 492-493)

Christ, a living person, is the content and reality of the church life. Unless
we live by Christ as our person, we will remain natural persons, those who live
according to their natural constitution, racial culture, national character, or
religious background. However, if we take Christ as our person, He will make His
home in our heart, spread within us, and take over our entire inner being. As a
result, we will be constituted with Christ and thereby live in the church life in a
practical way. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, p. 504)

The church today is the new man, and the person of this new man is Christ
Himself. We all must take Him as our person. In His person we will have the
church life.

We should not only know the church as the Body, but we should also take a
further step and see the church as the new man and the Lord as the person of
the new man. When we reach this point, we will be rooted and grounded in the
Lord’s love and able to apprehend with all the saints the breadth, the length, the
height, and the depth of Christ (Eph. 3:17-18). At this time we will also know
the sweetness of His love, which surpasses all knowledge, and be filled unto the
fullness of God (v. 19). Thus, we put off the old man and put on the new man daily
(4:22-24). This new man is the church life. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Taking Christ as
Our Person for the Church Life,” pp. 530-531)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Taking Christ as Our Person for the
Church Life,” chs. 4,7, 10
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God eternal has a purpose

Ultimate Manifestation — God’s Eternal Purpose

1325
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1. God e - ter - nal has a pur - pose, Formed in His e - ter - nal Dpast,

9 p Eb Bb cm Fm Fm/Ab B Eb
o T t T —r—+ — T — — !
Pl — — } } —— — F— T — —— |
@"" - 1 o H— n— — o = 1 {— | - T |

l ? T T ¥
Spread ing to e ter - mnal fu - ture; 'Twixt these ends all time is cast.
Eb’ Ab Eb Ab Fm Eb/G Ab Bb

} . . . ~—
For with time there is the pro - cess,

plish - ment
2% Eb B . cm Fm/Ab Fm Bh Eb
37 AN A T T T N T T T T T T . T il |
i = — — 1 {— —— I F— T — N—— !
L — o — — < - ™ < | T — f {3 —— |
@ f Dt 1 1 o } — | 1 ™ —! |
I 7 i I - id
And in time were mere - ly trav-elers— For e ter ni ty we're meant.

2.

God would have a group of people
Built together in His plan,
Blended, knit, coordinated

As His vessel—one new man.
God would come into this vessel
With His nature, life and ways,
Mingling Spirit with our spirits
For His joy and to His praise.

. God has worked in three directions

For His plan so marvelous:

As the Father, Son, and Spirit

To dispense Himself to us!

All creation gives the setting—
Heav'n and earth are for this plan;
"Tis for this God made a body,
Soul and spirit—three-part man.

. As the center, as the kernel,

Of God’s plan our spirit is;
Calling on the name of Jesus
Makes our spirit one with His.
From the center to circumference
God would saturate each part;
Feeling, mind, and will renewing,
Making home in all our heart.

5. Thus in life we’re built together,

Then in love we're knit as one;
God is now His plan fulfilling,
Finishing what He’s begun.
Lord, increase Thyself within us
That we might be built by Thee
Into that great corporate vessel
Filled with God exclusively.

. As the product, the fulfillment,

Will the church in glory stand,
Consummation of the purpose

In eternal ages planned.

God will have His corporate vessel,
All His glory to contain;

Lord, we're wholly for Thy purpose
All Thy goal in us attain.
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Message Two

Becoming Pillars and Pillar Builders
In and for the Building of God

Scripture Reading: Matt. 16:18; Gen. 28:10-22; Prov. 4:18; 1 Kings 7:17-20; Rev. 3:12

OUTLINE
Day 1

Jacob’s dream unveils that God desires to have a house
on earth, and His intention is to transform His called ones
into stones, pillars, material for His building—Gen. 28:10-
22:; Matt. 16:18; 1 Pet. 2:4-5; Rev. 3:12:

A.In the book of Genesis there are two kinds of pillars—the pillar of salt
(19:26), which indicates shame, and the pillar of stone (28:18; 35:14),
which indicates building in strength (1 Kings 7:21).

B.In Genesis 28 Jacob was a supplanter, but by the time we come to chapter
48, this supplanter has been thoroughly transformed into a man of God;
this man of God is the pillar—28:18, 22a; cf. Prov. 4:18.

C.“He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he shall by no means go out anymore, and [ will write upon him the
name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which descends out of heaven from My God, and My new name”—Rev.
3:12, cf. v. 8:

1.The word make is very significant, meaning to constitute into
something, to construct in a creative way; the Lord makes us pillars
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by transforming us, that is, by carrying away our natural element and
by replacing it with His divine essence—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2.

Day 2
2.For the overcomers to be pillars in the temple means that they will be

pillars in the Triune God, for the temple is “the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb”—Rev. 21:22; cf. Psa. 90:1; John 14:23.

II. The life and experience of Jacob reveal the way that we
can be transformed into pillars for God’s building:

A.Since our selection was according to God’s mercy, we need to
continually depend on His mercy, enjoying His new mercies day by day
to become vessels of mercy, honor, and glory—Rom. 9:11-13, 16, 21,
23; Lam. 3:21-24.

B. We need to enjoy Him as the All-sufficient God—Gen. 48:3; 17:1; Phil. 1:19.

C. We need to enjoy His continual shepherding until the end of our days—
“the God who has shepherded me all my life to this day”—Gen. 48:15b;
Rev. 3:8.

D.We need to behold God’s face (Gen. 32:30; 2 Cor. 3:18; 4:6-7), seek His
face (Psa. 27:8, 4), enjoy His face as our serving supply (Exo. 25:30;
33:11a), doing everything in the face, the person, of Christ for our
transformation from glory to glory (2 Cor. 2:10; cf. 13:14); when the
Triune God is dispensed into us, we have the face of the Triune God as our
grace and His countenance as our peace (Num. 6:25-26):

1.Seeing God equals gaining God to be constituted with God—Job 42:5-7.

2.Seeing God transforms us because in seeing God, we receive His
element into us, and our old element is discharged—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom.
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12:2.

E. In the Scriptures the pillar is a sign, a testimony, of God’s building through
transformation in practicing the Body life—Gen. 28:22a; 1 Kings 7:15-22;
Gal. 2:9; 1 Tim. 3:15; Rev. 3:12; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:11-12:

1.According to Genesis 28:18, Jacob took the stone that he had made his
pillow and set it up for a pillar:

a.The stone becoming a pillow signifies that the divine element of
Christ constituted into our being through our subjective experience of
Him becomes a pillow for our rest—cf. Matt. 11:28.

Day 3

b.The pillow becoming a pillar signifies that the Christ whom we have
experienced and on whom we rest becomes the material and the
support for God’s building, God’s house—1 Kings 7:21; 1 Tim. 3:15.

2.The pillars of the temple were built of bronze, signifying God’s
judgment—1 Kings 7:14-15; cf. John 3:14:

a. Those who are useful to God are constantly under God’s judgment,
realizing that they are men in the flesh, worthy of nothing but death
and burial—Psa. 51:5; Exo. 4:1-9; Rom. 7:18; Matt. 3:16-17.

b.We must judge ourselves as nothing and being only qualified to be
crucified; whatever we are, we are by the grace of God, and it is not
we who labor but the grace of God—1 Cor. 15:10; Gal. 2:20; 1 Pet.
5:5-7.

Day 4

c. The reason for both division and fruitlessness among believers is that
there is no bronze, nothing of God’s judgment; instead, there is pride,
self-boasting, self-vindication, self-justification, self-approval, self-
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excuse, self-righteousness, condemning others, and regulating others
instead of shepherding and seeking them—Matt. 16:24; Luke 9:54-55.

3.0n the capitals of the pillars in the temple were “nets of checker
work [like a trellis] with wreaths of chain work”; these signify the
complicated and intermixed situation in which those who are pillars
in God’s building live and bear responsibility—1 Kings 7:17.

4.0n the top of the capitals were lilies and pomegranates—vv. 18-20:

a. Lilies signify a life of faith in God, a life of living by what God is to us,
not by what we are; the bronze means “not [,” and the lily means “but
Christ”’—S. S. 2:1-2; Matt. 6:28, 30; cf. 2 Cor. 5:4; Gal. 2:20.

Day 5

b.The pomegranates on the wreaths of the capitals signify the fullness,
the abundance and beauty, and the expression of the riches of Christ
as life—1 Kings 7:20; cf. Phil. 1:19-21a.

c. Through the crossing out of the network and the restriction of the
chain work, we can live a pure, simple life of trusting in God to
express the riches of the divine life of Christ for God’s building in life.

F. In spiritual significance the bowls of the capitals are a testimony (two)

indicating that those who place themselves under God’s judgment
(bronze), counting themselves as nothing, are able to bear responsibility
(five) in full (ten) and express the riches of the divine life (pomegranates)
in the midst of a complicated and intermixed situation (the checker
work and chain work) out of the process of resurrection (the base of the
capitals, three cubits in height) because they do not live by themselves
but by God (lilies).

I1I. Solomon, the builder of the temple, is a type of Christ

(Matt. 12:42), and Hiram, the builder of the pillars (1
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Kings 7:13-15), is a type of the gifted persons in the New
Testament, who perfect the saints for the building up of
the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:8, 11-12, 16):

A.That the work of building was not done by Solomon directly but by
Solomon through Hiram indicates that Christ builds up the church not
directly but through the gifted persons.

B.Second Chronicles 2:14 says that Hiram’s mother was “a woman of the
daughters of Dan”; the tribe of Dan is the tribe of idolatry that caused
God’s people to stumble and fall from God’s way (Gen. 49:17); the fact
that Hiram’s mother was of Dan indicates that Hiram'’s origin, like that of
all men, was of sin (Psa. 51:5; cf. John 8:44a).

C. Hiram “was the son of a widow and of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father
was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; and he was full of wisdom and
understanding and skill to do all kinds of work in bronze”—1 Kings 7:14:

1.That Hiram became one who was “of the tribe of Naphtali” (v. 14),
the tribe of resurrection, that is, of transformation (Gen. 49:21),
signifies that in order to be a part of God’s building and participate in
its building work, we need to be transferred from the “tribe of Dan”
into the “tribe of Naphtali” by being regenerated and transformed in
Christ’s resurrection (1 Pet. 1:3; 2 Cor. 3:15-18).

Day 6
2.“Naphtali is a hind let loose; / He gives beautiful words”—Gen. 49:21:

a.A hind is a person who trusts and rejoices in God in a desperate
situation—Hab. 3:17-18.

b.Habakkuk 3:19 says, “Jehovah the Lord is my strength; / And He makes
my feet like hinds’ feet / And will cause me to walk on my high places.”
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c. “The hind of the dawn” is also mentioned in the title of Psalm 22,
which is on Christ in resurrection for the church (v. 22; Heb. 2:12; S.
S. 2:8-9); Naphtali is a tribe of the hind, signifying a regenerated and
transformed person who trusts in God, walks on the mountaintops,
and lives in resurrection for the church life.

d.Naphtali was in the land of Galilee (Matt. 4:15), and the first group of
apostles came from Galilee (Acts 1:11); the beautiful words that came
out of these Galileans were the word of life (5:20), the word of grace
(14:3), the word of salvation (13:26), the word of wisdom (1 Cor.
12:8), the word of knowledge (v. 8), and the word of building (Acts
20:32).

3.Tyre was a Gentile city noted for its commerce; hence, it was one with
Satan—Ezek. 28:12, 16.

4. Hiram’s father was the source of Hiram's skill in working with
bronze; however, his father died, leaving his mother, the source of his
existence, a widow:

a. This signifies that in order to be useful to God for the building of the
church, God’s dwelling place, we need to acquire the secular learning
and skills but must allow our “Tyrian” father, the source of these
things, to die.

b.Furthermore, our “Danite” mother must be “widowed” (separated
from the worldly source), and we must be of the “tribe of Naphtali,”
the tribe of transformation.

c. Thus, we continue to possess the learning and the skills without the
source, our existence (mother) is no longer linked to our worldly
origin, and we are in resurrection; Moses and the apostle Paul are
excellent examples of this principle.

D.Hiram was brought from Tyre to King Solomon in Jerusalem (1 Kings

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) -Message 2- Outline - Page 6



14, ) AEEIBZH, FMFITENEL,; 7:13-14), the place where the temple was to be built; Jerusalem typifies

IRIEA AR B 2 the church:

| SHERZ ] (A ) RIMShayES » ZFEHT 1.Both today’s Solomon (Christ) and God’s present building are in the
TIAN
B=H e church.

2 AL FRATE TS A H o SO JHE AR 2.Thus, in order to be useful to God for His building, we must gain
fRs  EEEER  HRBERNILY SR EE secular skills, live in resurrection, and come to the proper ground, the
i —E— 10~ 11 ground of the church—Rev. 1:10-11.

HADZANERRAILTF A4 TA#E4 V. The need in the church today is for the Lord to gain pillars
TN BRAZIAAEE, KAAHLAM and pillar builders; in order for this need to be met, we all
IHEEW, “F, AERBEEVLK, & must pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, for the sake of Your
BAERAETF A Z AT AN, building, make me a pillar and a pillar builder.”
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 28:18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning and took the stone
that he had put under his head, and he set it up as a pillar and poured oil
on top of it.

Rev. 3:12 He who overcomes, him | will make a pillar in the temple of
My God, and he shall by no means go out anymore, and | will write upon
him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New
Jerusalem,...and My new name.

Jacob’s dream is a most crucial point in Genesis, and 28:10-22 unveils the most
crucial matter in the revelation of God. God desires to have a house on earth, and
His intention is to transform His called ones into stones, material for His building.
In the account of Jacob’s dream, the stone (vv. 11, 18, 22), the pillar (v. 18), the
house of God (vv. 17, 19, 22), and the oil (v. 18) are outstanding items. The stone
symbolizes Christ as the foundation stone, the top stone, and the cornerstone
for God’s building (Isa. 28:16; Zech. 4:7; Acts 4:10-12). It also symbolizes the
transformed man, who has been constituted with Christ as the transforming
element to be the material for the building of God’s house (Gen. 2:12; Matt.
16:18; John 1:42; 1 Cor. 3:12; 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 21:11, 18-20), which is the church
today (1 Tim. 3:15) and which will consummate in the New Jerusalem as the
eternal dwelling place of God and His redeemed elect (Rev. 21:3, 22). (Gen. 28:12,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

If Jacob had not called this pillar the house of God, we would never realize that
the pillar of stone was for the building of God’s house...Now we know that this
stone can become a house. This indicates that the pillar will become a building,
the house of God.
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In the book of Genesis, there are two kinds of pillars—the pillar of stone (28:18;
35:14) and the pillar of salt (19:26). Which kind of pillar do you want to be?
Certainly, we all want to be pillars of stone. The pillar of stone indicates building
in strength. Solomon set up two pillars in the porch of the temple (1 Kings 7:21).
The first pillar was named Jachin, which means “He shall establish,” and the
second was named Boaz, which means “in it is strength.” The pillar of stone not
only indicates building, but building in strength. The pillar of salt indicates shame,
for a pillar of salt is useless for God’s purpose. Lot’s wife, who was one of God'’s
called people, became a pillar of shame. She should have been building material,
but due to her degradation she became shameful material.

Although in Genesis 28 Jacob was a supplanter, by the time we come to chapter
48 we see that this supplanter has been thoroughly transformed into a man of
God. This man of God is the pillar. In a sense, the house of God was built with this
pillar. When you enter into the temple of God in the universe, the first thing you
see is this God-man, this Israel standing before God’s building. After Jacob was
transformed into Israel, he stood in front of God’s building as a signboard of God’s
house. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1049, 1051-1052)

[In Revelation 3:12] we see that the overcomer will be made a pillar built into
the temple of God. Because he is built into God’s building, “he shall by no means
go out anymore.” This promise will be fulfilled in the millennial kingdom as a
prize to the overcomer.

In Revelation 3:12 the word make is very significant. The Lord says that He
will make the overcomer into a pillar. The Lord makes us pillars by transforming
us, that is, by carrying away our natural element and by replacing it with His
divine essence. Therefore, the meaning of make in 3:12 is to constitute us into
something, to construct us in a creative way. In the church life today the Lord is
making us, constituting us, into pillars in the temple of God. The Lord’s work in
the church is to work Himself into us as the divine flow to carry away our natural
being and replace it with His substance that we may be gradually processed by
His transforming element. As the result of this transforming work, we become
pillars in the temple of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1215)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 82

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 2



=A@ =

== \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

F+ 2 “TRERGEIHR, REHESDH
P #w TA, P ARAMIISIEAT A APAR EA4F . 7T E B
FhE E. 7

RAT=15 “4H B RFLAE | ARALT YA%niE AV 69
TP B EHIT: XIRAAFTNNE S, AR
LAt ik, 7

BTRREZFT N EIRAM, FHEH AL R4
BFAEAET. Ad, =t —F =+ =T a ki
HFAGHTARIE A CARKR LI A A B, FE AT AR
F A EF MO T X ERAMA N, AEITIRIEHA
¥, =T RN, XA, FHEERF
AT, BEERREMNBAE=Z—APEFI T, XA 2
H5=—4A%, FHMMR. X2 — DB, L FE
ARG BEAEEP, FHGZIRLEZE=—AF Y
T FHHYERRLEAM, —ANLE—AFRA)

[EREE

AL E, XTAFHSAEARLLIE, & 559
Aotz )G, e —3k ok atf42F (=—45) , i
ARAETF 73 A RAE (51 ~52) . ey, EEAE=_TA
FoARMET, RONAELZLNIE, AV RETT,
ML AEZ R A AP O K () (22) o 1B L a9 BT
AR ML, S RATBE, RUNELZ—#, %8
RAT=FF+EH, WHER—B4, TRAREL. XED
RO B L, BFH LIEAY,

1 E LA BAE R KA B @, KAV R A EiE a4
. T ek, AARAE, 252 LKRMNEMH

O N\EFEFEMRKERASEERIG-FE2RBEBMES -3 11

<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

1 Tim. 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth.

Revelation 3:12 tells us that the overcomers will be pillars in the temple of God
in the coming age. However, Revelation 21:22, speaking of the New Jerusalem in
the coming age and in eternity, says, “I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” Here we see that in the New Jerusalem
the Triune God Himself will be the temple. This means that for the overcomers
to be pillars in the temple means that they will be pillars in the Triune God.
This involves being mingled with the Triune God and constituted of Him. This
is a mystery. Even in today’s church life, the overcoming saints are pillars in the
Triune God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1215-1216)

Today’s Reading

The thought concerning the pillar in the book of Genesis is that of testimony.
After Jacob had arranged a settlement with Laban, he “took a stone and set it up
as a pillar” (31:45), and this pillar was a testimony (vv. 51-52). Undoubtedly, when
Jacob set up the pillar in chapter 28, his concept was also that of a testimony.
Under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, he said that this testimony would be
the house of God. The temple in the Old Testament certainly was a testimony to
God. The principle is the same with respect to the church today. According to 1
Timothy 3:15, the house of God, which is the church, is the pillar. This means that
the church as a whole stands on earth to testify God to the universe.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 3
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By having Christ wrought into our being, we become material for the building.
First, the stone for the pillar is Christ. Following this, it is Christ experienced by
us and wrought into us. Now this stone is not merely Christ, but Christ within us.
Christ is wrought into our being, and we become one with Him. In this way, we
become the building material for the pillar. The working of Christ into our being is
true transformation. When the element of Christ is added into us, we become the
material for the building of the pillar.

According to Genesis 28:18, Jacob “took the stone that he had put under
his head, and he set it up as a pillar.” The pillar was the stone he had used for
a pillow. This stone depicts Christ as our rest. We have seen that Jacob took a
stone and made it his pillow. For years I could not understand the significance of
this...After being saved we might have had troubles. Nevertheless, deep within,
we had the assurance that there was a solid rock upon which we could rest. This
solid rock is the very nature, the very element of Christ, which has been wrought
into our being.

As men, we were made from the dust of the ground (2:7). Romans 9 indicates
that we are vessels of clay, not of stone. If [ had been Jacob, [ would have made a
pile of clay and rested upon it. In God’s eyes, however, clay can never be our rest.
Our human life, our natural human life and being, cannot be our rest. It does not
matter how well educated we are nor what position we have. As long as we do not
have the divine nature within us, we are merely clay. This clay cannot be our solid
support. None of us found rest until we were saved. On that day, something divine,
something of Christ, was wrought into us and became the solid support within
us. This is our rest, our pillow. Our pillow is the divine element, the very Christ,
which has been wrought into our being. As we were taking our human journey,
we suddenly had a dream in which Christ Himself was wrought into us. Christ’s
nature is the rock which has been wrought into our nature of clay. Hence, we have
a rock upon which we can lay our head. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1064, 1059,
1058,932-933)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 83
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

1 Cor. 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace
unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the contrary, | labored
more abundantly than all of them, yet not | but the grace of God which is
with me.

After having the dream, Jacob set up the stone for a pillar (Gen. 28:18). The
stone upon which we lay our head must become building material. Before coming
into the church life, we could not understand this. But now, having come into the
church, we realize that the very stone upon which we lay our head for rest must
become a pillar, that is, the stone must become the material for God’s building.
Praise the Lord that we have been saved and are at rest. But what about God'’s
rest? He cannot have rest until the stone upon which we rest our head has been
set up to be a pillar for His building. God will not set up this pillar—we must do it.
Our pillow must be set up to be a pillar. In other words, our experience of Christ
must become a pillar. After coming into the church life, day by day we are setting
up our experience of Christ to be a pillar. It is no longer just a pillow but a pillar. It
is not only a matter of our rest; it is a matter of God’s building for His rest. (Life-
study of Genesis, pp. 933-934)

Today’s Reading

The two pillars in front of the temple in the Old Testament were a strong
testimony of God’s building.
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Now we come to a crucial point—the two pillars were made of bronze (1
Kings 7:15). In Genesis the pillar is a pillar of stone, but in 1 Kings 7 the pillars
are pillars of bronze. A stone indicates transformation. Although we are clay, we
can be transformed into stone. But what does bronze signify? It signifies God’s
judgment. For example, the altar at the entrance of the tabernacle was covered
with bronze indicating God’s judgment (Exo. 27:1-2; Num. 16:38-40). The laver
was also made of bronze (Exo. 30:18). Furthermore, the serpent of bronze put on
a pole (Num. 21:8-9) also testified of Christ’s being judged by God on our behalf
(John 3:14). Therefore, in typology, bronze always signifies God’s judgment. That
the two pillars were made of bronze clearly indicates that if we would be a pillar,
we must realize that we are those under God’s judgment. We should not only be
under God’s judgment, but also under our own judgment. Like Paul in Galatians
2:20, we must say, “I have been crucified. I have been crucified because I am not
good for anything in God’s economy. [ am only qualified for death.” Many brothers
are intelligent and capable, and many sisters are quite nice. Nevertheless, we must
recognize that actually we are not good at all. We are not even worth a penny.
We are only good for death. To say, “I have been put aside, condemned, and put
to death,” is a type of self-judgment. What is your judgment regarding yourself?
You must answer, “My judgment of myself is that I am good for nothing and that I
have been crucified.” If you think that you are qualified to be a pillar, then you are
already disqualified.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul said, “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me.” We may also apply his word in 1 Corinthians 15:10, which says, “But by the
grace of God I am what [ am; and His grace unto me did not turn out to be in vain,
but, on the contrary, I labored more abundantly than all of them, yet not I but the
grace of God which is with me."...Paul seemed to be saying, “Whatever I am, [ am
by the grace of God. By myself, [ am nothing. By myself, I could never be an apostle
or a minister of God'’s living word. I labored more than the others, but it was not |
who labored—it was the grace of God.” This is the experience of bronze. (Life-study
of Genesis, pp. 1064-1065, 1067)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 84
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<« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

S.S. 2:1-2 | am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. As a lily among
thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

Our problem is that we do not condemn ourselves. Rather, we vindicate,
justify, approve, and excuse ourselves. Often we say, “That is not my mistake; it
is Brother So-and-so’s mistake. I am always careful. [ am not wrong.” This is self-
vindication. After we vindicate ourselves, we proceed to justify and approve
ourselves. We do not need to be tested, for we have already approved ourselves.
In our eyes, there is no problem with ourselves. Sometimes, however, we are
caught in a mistake. Then we excuse ourselves, perhaps by saying, “I made that
mistake because the meeting was so long and I was tired.” How often we make
exits for ourselves! We have four big exits: self-vindication, self-justification, self-
approval, and self-excuse. Even when we are caught in a mistake, we still excuse
ourselves. For example, a sister may say, “I type poorly because the others have
the best typewriters and the worst typewriter is allotted to me.” In the past, [ have
had a lot of self-vindication, self-justification, self-approval, and self-excuse....If we
would daily crucify these four things, there would be no fighting whatever in our
homes. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1071)

Today’s Reading

First Kings 7:17 speaks of “nets of checker work with wreaths of chain work
for the capitals that were at the top of the pillars, seven for the one capital, and
seven for the second capital.” To what do the nets of checker work and wreaths of
chain work refer? After consulting many versions, I discovered that the checker
work resembles a trellis, a frame with small square holes that bears a vine.
Furthermore, the word work in this verse implies a design. Hence, checker work
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is a checker design and chain work a chain design. As we shall see, this checker
design is for the growth of the lilies. This trellis is the setting for the lilies. In a
sense, it is a net to hold the lilies. The chain work is like a wreath encompassing
the outside of the capital. Hence, upon the capitals are nets of checker work and
wreaths of chain work. What does all this signify? We have seen that the number
five, the height of the capitals, denotes responsibility, and that two times five
means fullness of responsibility. But why are there also on these capitals nets of
checker work and wreaths of chain work? While I was burdened to understand
this, the Lord showed me that this is the intermixed and complicated situation.
The burden and responsibility borne by the pillars in the family, in the church,
and in the ministry is always in a complicated and intermixed situation.

In order to bear the responsibility in this complicated situation, we must
live by faith in God. First Kings 7:19 says, “And the capitals that were at the top
of the pillars in the portico were of lily work.” The lily signifies a life of faith in
God. First, we must condemn ourselves, realizing that we are fallen, incapable,
unqualified, and that we are nothing. Then we must live by faith in God, not by
what we are or by what we can do. We must be a lily existing by what God is
to us, not by what we are (Matt. 6:28, 30). Our living on earth today depends
upon Him. How can we possibly bear the responsibility in the intermixed and
complicated church life? In ourselves, we are incapable of doing this, but we can
do so if we live by faith in God. It is not I, but Christ who lives in me—this is the
lily. It is not I who bear the responsibility—it is He who bears it. I live, not by
myself but by Him, and [ minister, not by myself but by Him. On the one hand, we
are the condemned and judged bronze; on the other hand, we are the living lilies.
The bronze means “not I,” and the lily means “but Christ.” Those who are lilies
can say, “The life that [ now live, I live by the faith of Jesus Christ.” (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 1073-1075)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 87

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 8



RP Tk, HERAAREH, B L RAAFHIT,
HEAREEN, BRENERFHTE, Ak
LE S R R

FrEEF 96, “PARAET LT, £RT
FAWFRELE, BEHME, HF—FHMA /N5,
AT, 7 AL, —& 46! /4T ER
ARBZ Y, R —F; RRXENENGIIE, A
MAITEM, HFiT— 8. ZRALGFEaEE L4
. MEEMALERABEZEAL N FIN LI Ti&
WKE, FAARARMNTI o, ALLEFHFE,
TR IS, Rigfe Xy &, ELBR—NHT
G R B, XRMEGIT! (RlEind s,
——ZANWE—-_N\NAR)

[EREE

hERT X TRRETH—iL&K, 2F LKL
MAETFR., EE. BAERFGHTERY. GHRE
LA REL, BTRAEBEARNER L. TR
BEKR, BErBEER, oMAEZELT L AASRKAEK
FRE, XAEABLILEKLLR, KEEATEHY
AP BEXFE, REFL, BERTRGK LR
IR, KL BER—HEE, BEABLEMF
Fo XAMTHEFIAZMNFELIE (Gl HITAEGIELE,
—Z AR .

R A ELH, MR T ZLIE (KF
“Z7 ), IEAIREFHE TAGFR (4A) =T,
AL RHA, RTd (HF “T7 ) Riz2x
= (F “RmR”), FEBELROERTY (KEa
T R FdT 942 R) , B A EFIAE (MK

O N\EFEFEMRKERASEERNIG-FE2RBEBMES -9 R

« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:11-12 And He Himself gave some as apostles and some as
prophets and some as evangelists and some as shepherds and teachers,
for the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry, unto the
building up of the Body of Christ.

First Kings 7:20 says, “So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were
above and close to the bulge that was beside the network. And there were two
hundred pomegranates, in rows around both capitals.” Hallelujah for the two
hundred pomegranates! Around each capital was a projection, like a bulge.
Encompassing the projection on each capital were two rows of a hundred
pomegranates each. This indicates two times of a hundredfold expression of
the riches of life. If you contact these elders who daily bear the responsibility
in the intermixed and complicated situation, you will see that they express
pomegranates, the riches of life. All the complaints, dissatisfactions, and troubling
telephone calls eventually form a projection full of pomegranates. How wonderful
this is! (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1076)

Today’s Reading

If you read all the portions concerning the two pillars, you will realize that
the bowls are composed of the network, the chain work, the lilies, and the
pomegranates. The pomegranates are not on the base of the capital but on the
chain work surrounding the bowls. The network covers the bowls, the chain work
surrounds the bowls, the pomegranates are upon the chain work, and the lily
grows upon the network. All these things together are the bowl. If you consider
this in the light of your experience, you will realize that through the crossing out
by the network and the restriction of the chain work, you live as a lily to express
the riches of the life of Christ. This is a living testimony coming out of the process
of resurrection. (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1082)
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In spiritual significance the bowls of the capitals are a testimony (two)
indicating that those who place themselves under God’s judgment (bronze),
counting themselves as nothing, are able to bear responsibility (five) in full
(ten) and express the riches of the divine life (pomegranates) in the midst of a
complicated and intermixed situation (the checker work and chain work) out
of the process of resurrection (the base of the capitals, three cubits in height)
because they do not live by themselves but by God (lilies). (1 Kings 7:16,
footnote 1)

The pillars of the temple were built by Solomon through Hiram, “a bronze
worker” who was “full of wisdom and understanding and skill to do all kinds
of work in bronze” (1 Kings 7:14). Much of what is found in the Old Testament,
such as the tabernacle and the temple, is a shadow, a type. We need to know the
fulfillment of all these types. Solomon was a type of Christ, and Hiram was a type
of the gifted person in the New Testament. Undoubtedly, the apostle Paul was
a gifted person; he was the New Testament Hiram....[In Ephesians 4:11 and 12]
the gifted persons are given by the Head to the Body to perfect the saints. That
the pillars were not built by Solomon directly but by Solomon through Hiram
indicates that today Christ does not build up the pillars directly but through the
gifted persons. Thus, we must submit to the hands of the gifted persons, just as
the bronze was subject to the skilled and gifted hands of Hiram. (Life-study of
Genesis, pp. 1063-1064)

Second Chronicles 2:14...says that Hiram’s mother was “a woman of the
daughters of Dan.” The tribe of Dan is the tribe of idolatry that caused God’s
people to stumble and fall from God’s way (Gen. 49:17 and footnote). The fact that
Hiram’s mother was of Dan indicates that Hiram’s origin, like that of all men, was
of sin (Psa. 51:5; cf. John 8:44a). That Hiram became one who was “of the tribe
of Naphtali,” the tribe of resurrection, that is, of transformation (Gen. 49:21 and
footnote), signifies that in order to be a part of God’s building and participate in
its building work, we need to be transferred from the “tribe of Dan” into the “tribe
of Naphtali” by being regenerated and transformed in Christ’s resurrection (1 Pet.
1:3; 2 Cor. 3:18). (1 Kings 7:14, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 85-86
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 49:21 Naphtali is a hind let loose; he gives beautiful words.

Hab. 3:19 Jehovah the Lord is my strength; and He makes my feet like
hinds’ feet and will cause me to walk on my high places...

In Genesis 49:21 Jacob spoke of Naphtali with high favor. A hind does not seem
to be related to beautiful words. But we must not understand the Bible according
to our natural mind; we must understand the Bible according to the Bible.

A hind signifies a person who trusts in God in a desperate situation...Those
who trust in God and rejoice in God in the midst of a desperate situation, a
situation in which every source of supply is cut off, are hinds.

Habakkuk 3:19 says, “Jehovah the Lord is my strength; / And He makes my
feet like hinds’ feet / And will cause me to walk on my high places.” Those who
trust in God walk, not in the valleys, but upon the tops of the mountains. If you
do not know how to exercise faith in God when you are in a desperate situation,
at that time you will creep in the valleys. You will never walk and skip upon the
mountains. Only those who trust in God when they are in a desperate situation
can leap upon the mountaintops. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1096-1097)

Today’s Reading

The hind is also mentioned in the title of Psalm 22, which says, “According
to the hind of the dawn.” This psalm is about Christ in resurrection through
crucifixion....In the Old Testament the hind refers not only to a person who trusts
in God and walks upon the mountaintops, but also to one who lives in resurrection
for God’s assembly, for the church life.

Naphtali also gives beautiful words. Naphtali was in the land of Galilee (Matt.
4:15). All the first group of apostles came from Galilee, and in Acts 1:11 they were
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addressed as “men of Galilee.” Out from these Galileans, people of Naphtali, came
beautiful words, that is, the preaching of the gospel. In the New Testament we see
that the word which came out of these Galileans was the word of life (Acts 5:20),
the word of grace (14:3), the word of salvation (13:26), the word of wisdom (1
Cor. 12:8), the word of knowledge (v. 8), and the word of building (Acts 20:32).
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1097-1098)

Tyre was a Gentile city noted for its commerce; hence, it was one with Satan
(Ezek. 28:12, 16). Hiram'’s father was the source of Hiram'’s skill in working with
bronze. However, his father died, leaving his mother, the source of his existence,
a widow. This signifies that in order to be useful to God for the building of the
church, God’s dwelling place, we need to acquire the secular learning and skills
but must allow our “Tyrian” father, the source of these things, to die. Furthermore,
our “ Danite” mother must be “widowed” (separated from the worldly source),
and we must be of the “tribe of Naphtali,” the tribe of transformation. Thus, we
continue to possess the learning and the skills without the source, our existence
(mother) is no longer linked to our worldly origin, and we are in resurrection.
Moses and the apostle Paul are excellent examples of this principle. (1 Kings 7:14,
footnote 2)

Hiram was brought from Tyre to King Solomon in Jerusalem (vv. 13-14),
the place where the temple was to be built. Jerusalem typifies the church. Both
today’s Solomon (Christ) and God’s present building are in the church. Thus,
in order to be useful to God for His building, we must gain secular skills, live in
resurrection, and come to the proper ground, the ground of the church. (1 Kings
7:14, footnote 3)

History records that Moses and Paul were more than useful in the hands of
God. They were not only pillars; they were also pillar builders. This is the need in
the church today. In order for this need to be met, we all must pray to the Lord,
saying, “Lord, for the sake of Your building, make me a pillar and a pillar builder”
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1117-1118)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 88; The Builder of the Pillars
(booklet)
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Glorious things to thee are spoken

The Church — Philadelphia
1275
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2. Hallelujah, Philadelphia,
Thine are works that please the Lord.
Strength thou hast, though just a little
And hast kept His living Word.
Thou His holy name denied not,
But confessed it here below—
Lo, a door is set before thee,
Through which none but thee can go.

3. Thou, beloved Philadelphia,
Dost His Word of patience keep.
From the hour of trial He'll save thee,
Which o’er all the world shall sweep.

Troublers too shall know He loves thee;

They to thee must then bow down.
“Hold thou fast, for I come quickly,
That no man may take thy crown.”

4. Hallelujah, overcomers,

“In the temple of My God,

I will build them in as pillars,
Nevermore to go abroad.”

God’s own name is written on them
And the new name of the Lord.

With the triune God they’re blended;
They're the city of our God.

5. Hallelujah, out of heaven,
Comes the New Jerusalem:
Gates of pearl and walls of jasper,
Mingled with each precious gem.
Philadelphia, Philadelphia,
Has become His Bride so dear.
Now the Spirit in the churches
Speaks to all who have an ear.
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Message Three

Living Christ by Walking
according to the Spirit for the Body Life

Scripture Reading: Gal. 2:20; Eph. 3:17a; Phil. 1:21a; Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5
OUTLINE
Day 1 & Day 2
We need to live Christ in and for the church life—Gal. 1:2,
15-16; 2:20; 4:19:
A.The central thought of the Bible is that God desires us to live Christ for the
building up of the Body of Christ—Phil. 1:21a; Eph. 4:12, 16:
1.The main point of our Christian life is to live Christ.

2.The climax, the highest point, of the divine revelation in the entire
Bible is to live Christ.

B.In the New Testament there are four main verses that reveal the matter of
living Christ—]John 6:57; 14:19; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:21a.

C. The Christian life is the life in which the believers of Christ live Him—v.
21a.

D.Our primary concern should not be anything outward but whether we are
living the self or living Christ—Gal. 2:20:

1.We are often distracted by outward things, such as our work or the
problems in the local churches.

2.Actually, such problems are mainly due to a lack of living Christ.

3.When we are living Christ, we are best able to care for the church.
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A OBMEBELE, LML HAE KA AL,

 H 54k A =17 £, A= 20:
1 HSFATA LRI BN ——FRFT S 17 »

2 IERE T RE DAL BNz RS X
fEEmEREEED -

N BMNE AT EITEARXINE, RASEA
B, RZILETERTE &N, FEMNK L
BHE, FH02H—m=20, H=9~12,

t FEABEEEEMEME ER—T+ = 30:

VBB — SR ER TR —
FRAET 9
D BATERREE - giAaeiat -

N FEABEHEELR, SEABEE, RMNXLEA
M, AAEHREBGALEE—AT919:

| BATEEAEEREEE - AEEERA R4 TEE -

2 BATETEEMAYATEE - Ay AR EE AT

A EE N 20 ¢
B =

N FEABERERORAARE X MmIT—HE— 21
L, FA4:

— BMNEBACIERE R RITAELE,

Z FOAFWIH R YT, RAEAMAELE T —
%%ﬁ$,@%&mﬁﬂﬁ\%%\%$%ﬁ%o

Z WX EHRRARRMATANR, AR ANE
FHMRRAA; ZHERASF LT A

EfRKERASZSBTIIG(ZO—/I\FEHEF)EIBNE-5E20

E.If we would live Christ, we must take Him as our person and be one
person with Him—Eph. 3:17a; Gal. 2:20:

1.He and we must be one in a practical way—1 Cor. 6:17.

2.To live Christ is to live a person; we should live a life that is Christ
Himself.

F. We should focus our whole attention on living Christ and care only to
live Christ, not allowing anything to distract us from the direct, personal
experience of Christ—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:9-12.

G. Living Christ requires that we love Him to the uttermost—Mark 12:30:

1.Part of the secret of living Christ is telling the Lord again and again
that we love Him—1 Cor. 2:9.

2.1f we do not love the Lord, we cannot live Him.

H.To live Christ means that when Christ lives, we who believe into Him and
who are in Him also live—]John 14:19:

1.We live in Christ’s living, and He lives in our living.

2.1f we live in His living, His living will also be in our living—Gal. 2:20.

Day 3
I[I. The practical way to live Christ is to walk according to the
spirit—Phil. 1:21a; Rom. 8:4:
A.We need to pay our full attention to walking according to the spirit in
order to live Christ.

B.The word walk in Romans 8:4 denotes the general walk in our living,
including how we think, speak, act, and move.

C.The spirit in verse 4 is the regenerated human spirit indwelt by and
mingled with the Spirit; this corresponds to 1 Corinthians 6:17:
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1. Christ as the Spirit is in our spirit, and we are one spirit with Him—v. 17.

2.Therefore, we have a mingled spirit—our human spirit mingled with
the divine Spirit.

D.Ultimately, the Bible requires only one thing of us—that we walk
according to the mingled spirit—Rom. 8:4:

1.The key to everything is found in the wonderful Spirit who is in our
regenerated spirit and who has become one spirit with our spirit—John 3:6.

2.To walk in the spirit is to do everything in our daily life according to
the spirit—Rom. 8:4.

3.To live in the spirit is to let Christ fill and saturate us until He permeates
our whole being and is thereby expressed through us—Eph. 3:17a.

4.The mutual abiding in John 15:4-5 is the practice of walking according
to the spirit.

5.When we walk according to the spirit, we spontaneously bear the
cross—Matt. 16:24.

6.All the things that happen to us test whether we are walking
according to the spirit or the flesh—Rom. 8:4-5.

7.The best way to silence Satan is to walk according to the spirit—Rev. 12:11.

E. We need a clear view from the heavens to see that what the Lord wants is
a group of people who walk according to the spirit.

F. The primary concern of the leading ones should be to help the saints to
live Christ by walking according to the spirit in their daily life—Rom. 8:4.

Day 4

G.When we are not walking according to the spirit in our daily life, we are
walking according to the flesh—vv. 5-6:

1.According to Romans 8, anything that is not according to the spirit is
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according to the flesh.

2.There are only two sources and two conditions of our daily living—
the spirit and the flesh.

H.Other aspects of our Christian life, such as preaching the gospel, should be
the result of walking according to the spirit—uv. 4:

1.If we practice to continually walk according to the spirit throughout
the day, everything else will spontaneously issue forth.

2.0ur gospel preaching and shepherding should be the issue of our
walking according to the spirit—Matt. 24:14; John 21:15-17.

[. Our primary concern should not be how to do things but to see that God
wants a people who live Christ by walking according to the spirit—Rom.
8:4.

J. In order to exhibit Christ in the meetings, we must gain Christ in our
daily life by walking according to the spirit—1 Cor. 14:26; Phil. 3:8, 12;
Rom. 8:4.

Day 5

K.The leading ones primarily need to walk according to the spirit in their
daily life and help other saints to enter into this kind of living—uv. 4; Phil.
3:17; Heb. 13:7:

1. The leading ones need to enter into the actual practice of walking
according to the spirit.

2. They need to help others to balance their corporate enjoyment of the Lord
with a personal daily life of walking according to the spirit—Phil. 3:17.

L. Unceasing prayer is the way to walk according to the spirit—1 Thes. 5:17:

1.The way to walk according to the spirit is to pray unceasingly, just
as we breathe unceasingly; our walking according to the spirit is our
spiritual breathing.
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2.We can walk according to the spirit by consistent, unceasing,
moment-by-moment prayer—Luke 18:1.

Day 6

[1I. The more we walk according to the spirit, the more the
Triune God will live in us so that we may live Him for the
Body life—Rom. 8:4; 12:4-5:

A. When we walk according to the spirit daily and moment by moment, the Triune
God as the Spirit will have the opportunity to make His home in us, settle down
in us, and take possession of and occupy our entire being—Eph. 3:17a:

1.We need to live the Triune God by allowing Him to indwell us, make
His home in us, and take full possession of our being by our walking
according to the mingled spirit—Gal. 4:19; Rom. 8:4.

2.All we need to do is to live the Triune God; everything else will be a
spontaneous issue of our living the Triune God—John 14:19-20; 15:4-5.

B.Romans 8 reveals that the Triune God lives in us so that we may live Him;
this should be the focus of our Christian life.

C. The Body of Christ in Romans 12 issues from the experience of walking
according to the spirit in Romans 8:

1.All the members of the Body of Christ should be persons who walk
according to the spirit—12:4-5; 8:4.

2.In principle, if we do not walk according to the spirit, we cannot
practically have the Body of Christ; the Body life is annulled by a
fleshly walk.

3.All the believers are members of the Body, but the practicality of the
Body depends on the believers’ walk.

4.1f we truly walk according to the spirit, we will spontaneously be in
the Body life—v. 4; 12:4-5.
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Paul’s life was to live Christ. If we would live Christ, we must take Him
as our person and be one person with Him. He and we must be one in a
practical way. In Galatians 2:20 Paul declares, “It is Christ who lives in me.”
For Paul, this was not a mere doctrine; it was a fact. It should also be real to
us that Christ lives in us. Furthermore, we should abide in Him and allow
Him to abide in us.

To live Christ is not merely to have a holy life or to live holiness. To live
Christ is to live a person. We should simply live Christ. We should live a life
that is Christ Himself. In our Christian life, quite often we are still the ones
living our natural life. We are not living Christ. To live Christ is to let Christ
Himself live from within us.

In order to live Christ, we must take Him as our person and as our life.
Every morning we should pray, “Lord, I thank You for another day to practice
living You. Lord, in myself I cannot do this. I ask You to remind me to live You
and grant me the grace that [ need for this."...We should not care for holiness,
spirituality, or victory as things in themselves, and we should not care for our
natural virtues or attributes. Instead, we should focus our whole attention on
living Christ and care only to live Christ so that He might be magnified in us.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3482-3483)

Today’s Reading
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The central thought of the Bible is that God desires us to live Christ for the
building up of the Body of Christ. The main point of our Christian life is to
live Christ. To live Christ should be our primary goal; all the troubles in our
Christian life come because of our not living Christ. We need to practice to
live Christ, realizing that He is the life-giving Spirit in our spirit, until we live
Christ habitually.

The climax, the highest point, of the divine revelation in the entire Bible
is to live Christ. In order to live Christ, we must practice being one spirit
with Him, and in order to practice being one spirit with Him, we must
exercise our spirit to pray unceasingly. If we pray unceasingly from our
spirit, “Lord, live in me; Lord, live through me,” we will build up a habit of
not living our self but Christ; then we will live Christ habitually. The habit
of living Christ is the habit of prayer. Apart from unceasingly praying, we
cannot live Christ. It is only by such continual prayer, such breathing prayer,
that we can live Christ spontaneously. In order to have such a prayer life, we
must watch and pray, praying at every time in spirit, watching unto prayer
in all petition, and persevering in prayer (Matt. 26:41; Eph. 6:18; Col. 4:2).
Moreover, the foundation for us to pray is our love for the Lord. Because we
love the Lord and seek Him, we like to contact Him, pray to Him, and call
upon Him. Part of the secret of living Christ is telling the Lord again and
again that we love Him.

Living Christ requires that we love Him to the uttermost. As we are
engaged in our daily activities, our living should not be those activities but
Christ. Our mind should be concentrated on Christ, but the concentration of
our mind on Christ depends upon our love for Christ. This is the reason that
the New Testament charges us to love Christ (Mark 12:30; Rev. 2:4-5; John
14:23; 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:8). If we do not love Christ, we cannot live Him;
loving Him is the best way to concentrate our entire being on Him...We need
Christ to captivate us to an extent that even in our dreams we would live
Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3485-3486)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 346; CWWL,
1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” ch. 1; Life-study of Philippians, msg. 6
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

14:19 Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you
behold Me; because I live, you also shall live.

In the New Testament there are four main verses—two in the Gospels and
two in the Epistles—that reveal the matter of living Christ...John 6:57...is the
first verse in the New Testament that directly touches the matter of living
Christ. The second verse is..John 14:19...The phrase because I live means
that Christ lives in resurrection. Yet a little while indicates His death and that
He will live again in His resurrection. The clause because I live, you also shall
live indicates that because He lives in resurrection, we also shall live with
Him and by Him. In the New Testament John 6:57 and 14:19 are the most
basic verses in unveiling to us how we can live because of Christ and with
Christ. The third verse, perhaps the best in the Epistles concerning our living
because of Christ and with Christ, is Galatians 2:20. It says, “I am crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer [ who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith.” The fourth verse is
Philippians 1:21, which says, “To me, to live is Christ.” (CWWL, 1989, vol. 3,
“The Experience and Growth in Life,” p. 17)

Today’s Reading

The Christian life is the life in which the believers of Christ live Christ and
magnify Him [Phil. 1:20b-21a]. It is also the life in which the Christians live
Christ and magnify Him corporately in their locality as a local church to be a
local expression of Christ as a part of the universal Body of Christ. (CWWL,
1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” pp. 349, 357)
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We need to humble ourselves to see that there is a shortage in our daily
life of a practical living according to the vision that we have seen in Paul’s
Epistles...We are often distracted by outward things, such as our work or the
problems in the local churches. Actually, such problems are mainly due to a
lack of living Christ.

Our daily walk does not adequately correspond to our vision concerning the
central lane of Paul’s completing ministry...What the Lord wants in His recovery
is not our building of halls but our living of Christ. Our primary concern should
not be anything outward but whether we are living the self or living Christ.

We should not be satisfied with merely knowing the truth; we must also
seek to experience it. Our living should not remain the same after listening
to many messages...We need to consider whether we are daily practicing to
walk according to the spirit [Rom. 8:4]. To walk according to the spirit is to
live Christ. The Lord wants a people who have such a walk and such a living.

Through the years the churches have had some growth in life, yet our
living of Christ is not adequate. Moreover, our growth is slow because our
living is short. Our growth may be helped or frustrated by our living. As
leading ones, we know from our experience that when we are living Christ,
we are best able to care for the church. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance
of Living Christ by Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 384-385)

Philippians 1:21 says, “To me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” To say
that we must live Christ is easy, and to understand this simple phrase is also
easy, but for us to actually live Christ involves a great deal. To live Christ
means that when Christ lives, we who believe into Him and who are now in
Him also live. Christ lives, and we also live (John 14:19). This means that we
live in Christ’s living and that He lives in our living. If we live in His living, His
living will be in our living also. This is the mingled living of two lives. God and
man live together. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,”
pp. 29-30)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,
chs. 3, 5-6; CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living Christ by Walking
according to the Spirit,” ch. 1
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4-6 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.
For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but
those who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind
set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace.

In the past few years we have seen the matter of living Christ (Phil.
1:21; Gal. 2:20). Recently, based on Romans 8:4, we have seen the matter of
walking according to the spirit, which is the practical way to live Christ. We
are often distracted from walking according to the spirit...We need to pay
our full attention to walking according to the spirit in order to live Christ.

When we face serious problems, we often pray desperately to seek the
Lord’s leading. Before we give a message, it is easy to pray. However, walking
according to the spirit is different from praying in difficult situations or
before spiritual activities. To walk according to the spirit is to do everything
in our daily life according to the spirit. We need to walk according to the spirit
moment by moment not only in big things but also in small things, such as
writing a letter or talking with our family at the dinner table. If we cannot do
or say something according to the spirit, we should not do or say it. We must
admit that we are short of such a living. To pray only during the meetings
or when we face a great problem is not to walk according to the spirit. Our
walking according to the spirit in our daily living should be like our breathing.
If we do not live Christ or walk according to the spirit, our spiritual activities
may be a performance. We should not act one way in the meetings and
another way in our daily life. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living
Christ by Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 387-388)

Today’s Reading
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Christ being the Spirit in our spirit to give us life is a wonderful and genuine
teaching according to the Bible. However, we cannot stop with knowing this
teaching—we need to go on. We should not merely keep this teaching in our
mind in order to muse upon it. We must also experience it. Paul says in Romans
8:4, “That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.” This verse does
not speak of knowing but of walking. The word walk in this verse denotes the
general walk in our living, including how we speak, think, act, and move. Verse
5 refers to “those who are according to the spirit.” This indicates that we need
not only to walk but also to have our entire being according to the spirit. Verse
6 reveals that we need to set our mind on the spirit.

Most Christians think that we should walk according to the teachings in
the Bible. However, according to Paul’s word in Romans 8:4, we should walk
according to the spirit. Bible teachers and translators are unable to say definitely
whether the spirit in verse 4 is the Spirit of God or the spirit of man. The spirit in
this verse is the regenerated human spirit indwelt by and mingled with the Spirit.
This corresponds to 1 Corinthians 6:17, which says, “He who is joined to the Lord
is one spirit.” We need to walk according to this mingled spirit.

Christ as the Spirit is in our spirit, and we are one spirit with Him (Rom.
8:10, 16; 1 Cor. 6:17). Therefore, we have a mingled spirit—our human spirit
mingled with the divine Spirit. Everyone who is saved has a mingled spirit
within. We need to walk according to this mingled spirit. Regrettably, few
believers know how to walk according to the spirit. Most know only to follow
outward biblical teachings, such as being humble (Matt. 18:4). However,
being outwardly humble in a religious way does not please the Lord. Our
humility must come from walking according to the spirit. (CWWL, 1973-
1974, vol. 2, pp. 440, 457)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living Christ by
Walking according to the Spirit,” ch. 2; CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 437-443
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:7-9 Because the mind set on the flesh is enmity against God;
for it is not subject to the law of God, for neither can it be. And those who
are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh, but in the
spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Yet if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, he is not of Him.

When we are not walking according to the spirit in our daily life, we are walking
according to the flesh. According to Romans 8:4-9, anything that is not according to
the spirit is according to the flesh. There are only two sources and two conditions
of our living—the spirit and the flesh. Outward behavior, such as whether we are
loving or hating others or praising or criticizing others, does not determine whether
we are living according to the spirit or the flesh. Even our love is according to the
flesh if it is not according to the spirit. We may rarely speak negatively, but even our
positive speech that is not according to the spirit is still according to the flesh.

Perhaps it is difficult to know the spirit, but it is easy to know what is not
the spirit...In order to be able to live according to the spirit, it is sufficient for us
to know when our speech and actions are not according to the spirit. However,
we do not practice such a life. During the meetings we may conduct ourselves
according to the spirit, but after the meetings we often feel free to speak and do
things according to the flesh. It is not sufficient merely to live morally or ethically
or even to decide what to do based on the Spirit’s leading, for we may be led by
the Spirit to do something but then do it according to the flesh. We need to do
everything according to the spirit, thinking, speaking, and acting moment by
moment according to the spirit. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living
Christ by Walking according to the Spirit,” p. 388)

Today’s Reading
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Other aspects of the Christian life, such as preaching the gospel, should be the
result of our living Christ. If all the saints live Christ by walking according to the
spirit, there will be a great increase in the church. Much gospel preaching will
spontaneously issue from our walking according to the spirit. Several years ago I
proposed that the saints in a certain locality go out at least once a week to contact
others. Everyone listened and agreed, but eventually no one practiced it. I found
that it does not work to charge the saints to go out regularly to preach the gospel.
However, if the elders in a locality take the lead to walk according to the spirit,
and they minister such a life to the other saints, the saints in that locality will also
walk according to the spirit and regularly preach the gospel.

Our primary concern should not be how to do things such as preaching the
gospel and shepherding the new believers. Instead, we need to see that God
wants a people who live Christ by walking according to the spirit. If we practice
to continually walk according to the spirit throughout the day, everything else
will spontaneously issue forth from such a living....Our gospel preaching and
shepherding should not be activities but should be the issue of a daily life of
walking according to the spirit....All such aspects of the Christian life should be
part of our living. For instance, a daily life of walking according to the spirit will
issue in our functioning with a released spirit in the meetings. If we do not live
Christ in our daily life, we will have no surplus of Christ to bring to the meetings.
In order to exhibit Christ, we must gain Christ in our daily life by walking
according to the spirit. If the saints are living Christ, they will spontaneously
function in the meetings.

We need a clear view from the heavens to see that what the Lord wants is a
group of people who walk according to the spirit. The Lord’s desire is not for
many co-workers, elders, or activities, or much organization. As leading ones,
we primarily need to walk according to the spirit in our daily life and help other
saints to enter into this kind of living. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of
Living Christ by Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 388-390)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Life Messages, Volume 2,” chs. 62-64;
CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, “The Move of God in Man,” ch. 3
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking in the
Spirit of God says, Jesus is accursed; and no one can say, Jesus is Lord!
except in the Holy Spirit.

1 Thes. 5:17 Unceasingly pray.

When we walk according to the spirit daily and moment by moment, the
Triune God as the Spirit will have the opportunity to make His home in our entire
being. This is our greatest need.

The corporate aspect of the Christian life is certainly helpful, but what we
often lack is a daily life of walking according to the spirit. The saints in a local
church may experience a high corporate life for a time, but if they do not enter
into the practice of walking according to the spirit, their enjoyment will eventually
diminish. Many of us have experienced a high corporate life in the past. Today
we need to enter into the actual practice of walking according to the spirit, and
as leading ones, we need to help others to balance their corporate enjoyment of
the Lord with a personal daily life of walking according to the spirit. Whether or
not there is a high atmosphere of corporate enjoyment in our locality, we need to
personally walk according to the spirit. Corporate exercise of the spirit helps our
walking according to the spirit but cannot replace it. Our walking according to
the spirit is our spiritual breathing, which is what enables us to endure. To stop
breathing is an indication of death. We need to pay our full attention to walking
according to the spirit, because our breathing is what matters. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1,
“The Importance of Living Christ by Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 390-391)

Today’s Reading

Many saints need to practice walking according to the spirit in order to become
less dependent on corporate help. The Lord may place us in an environment in
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which we do not have much opportunity to meet with others. The apostle John
did not receive corporate help when he was in exile on the island of Patmos,
but he was still in spirit (Rev. 1:10). We need to practice to be in spirit when we
are alone. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living Christ by Walking
according to the Spirit,” p. 391)

The way to walk according to the spirit is to pray. When we pray in sincerity,
we are in the spirit. The kind of prayer that we need to practice in order to
walk according to the spirit is not the prayer that we have by setting aside a
particular time and place to devote to prayer. If we pray only in this way, it is
easy to come out of the spirit when our time of prayer is over. We need to pray
unceasingly (1 Thes. 5:17), just as we breathe unceasingly. Unceasing prayer
keeps us in our spirit.

The way to love the Lord and satisfy His desire to have a free way and all
the ground within us is to pray unceasingly. We do not need to always pray for
specific things. Instead, we need to practice unceasing prayer by calling on the
Lord’s name no matter what else we are doing. We should not call on the name of
the Lord lightly or loosely. We need to call with some consideration, speaking to
the Lord about what we are doing and thinking. Whenever we call on the Lord’s
name, we are in the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3).

We need to continually walk and have our being according to the mingled spirit
so that the indwelling Christ as the life-giving Spirit may have the opportunity to
impart the riches of His life into every part of our being. In this way we will be
transformed by being replaced with Christ. We can walk according to the spirit by
constant, unceasing, moment-by-moment prayer. Before we do or say anything,
we need to pray. Then we will be according to the spirit, and this will open the
way for the Lord to impart Himself into us, spreading from our spirit into every
part of our being and thereby transforming us as His life replaces our old life.
In this way we will be replaced, transformed, and reconstituted with Christ to
become His bride. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 457-458, 443)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 455-460
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

12:4-5 For just as in one body we have many members, and all the
members do not have the same function, so we who are many are one
Body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

We need to live Christ for His magnification by the bountiful supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ [Phil. 1:19]...The Spirit has a rich provision to supply us in
full to live Christ for His magnification. The bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ contains all that the processed and consummated Triune God—embodied
in the all-inclusive Christ who is realized as the all-inclusive Spirit—is, has, has
accomplished, obtained, attained, and will do. This bountiful supply of the Spirit is
the unsearchable riches of Christ to meet in time the need of the seekers of Christ.
When we truly seek after Christ, we will receive this bountiful supply. It is by such
a bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ that the seekers of Christ, as His
overcomers in the consummation of this age, live Him for His magnification in the
New Testament economy of God for the producing and building up of the organic
Body of Christ as the counterpart of the consummated Triune God, which will
consummate in the New Jerusalem as His eternal enlargement and expression for
eternity. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3486-3487)

Today’s Reading

Because the Triune God lives in us, we can live Him. This needs to be our daily
experience. Thus, the focus and central teaching of the Bible is that the Triune
God desires to live in His redeemed and regenerated people so that they may live
Him.

We simply need to consider whether we are living ourselves or living God. If
the leading brothers see this focus of the Bible and begin to live God, many other
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saints will be brought into this kind of living, and there will be a wonderful and
spontaneous issue.

We need to live the Triune God by allowing Him to indwell us, make His home
in us, and take full possession of our being and by walking according to the
mingled spirit. When we see, appreciate, and practice this, the law of the Spirit
of life will operate within us, our mind will spontaneously be set on the things
of Christ, and our natural being with its strengths, habits, and practices will
spontaneously be put to death. This is Romans 8—the Triune God living in us and
our living the Triune God.

The Body of Christ in Romans 12 issues from the experience of walking
according to the spirit in Romans 8. According to Paul’s view of God’s economy;, all
the members of the Body of Christ should be persons who walk according to the
spirit. In principle, if we do not walk according to the spirit, we cannot practically
have the Body of Christ. All the believers are members of the Body of Christ, but
the practicality of the Body depends on the believers’ walk. If the believers walk
according to the flesh, although they are still members of the Body of Christ, there
will be no Body in their experience. The Body life is annulled by a fleshly walk.
There are millions of believers today, but there is very little of the Body life among
them, because few walk according to the spirit.

We must reject all the false replacements of the one thing that is real and that
counts—the Triune God living in us so that we may live Him....Nothing matters or
will last other than the Triune God living in us and our living Him. We must refuse
hierarchy, self-assumed authority, and human organization and care only for
God’s desire and the focus of His revelation in the Bible.

We all have to see one thing—that the goal of the Lord’s recovery is to recover
Christ, who is the embodiment of the Triune God to be our life and who is the
Spirit to live within us and make us His living members so that His Body will be
built up on the earth. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living Christ by
Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 394, 397-398, 417, 409-410)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “The Importance of Living Christ by
Walking according to the Spirit,” chs. 3-5, 7
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2. Oh, what a joy! Oh, what a rest!
Christ now is being formed in me.
His very nature and life divine
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. Oh, what a thought! Oh, what a boast!

Christ shall in me be magnified.

In nothing shall I be ashamed,

For He in all shall be applied.

In woe or blessing, death or life,
Through me shall Christ be testified.

. Oh, what a prize! Oh, what a gain!

Christ is the goal toward which I press.
Nothing I treasure, nor aught desire,
But Christ of all-inclusiveness.

My hope, my glory, and my crown

Is Christ, the One of peerlessness.

(Repeat the last two lines of each stanza)
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T S INNES B The Heart and Spirit of a Leading One
BB £ =26~27, XKA3, 8, H=16~17, Scripture Reading: Ezek. 36:26-27; Matt. 5:3, 8; Eph. 3:16-17, 20-21; Rev. 1:10; 4:2;
20~21, 5—10, W2, +€3 =—10 17:3; 21:10
m % OUTLINE
B = Day 1

T AN AR, #EBEAIITS 54 1. God's promise to His chosen ones was that He would give
R, XERFAE R AAERMNEG—L =5 them a new heart and a new spirit and that He would put

26 ~ 27 His Spirit within them—Ezek. 36:26-27:

— HBAVERE A4S, AEF RN 5 )\é’J #  A.We all need a new start to maintain the newness of our heart and our
BH—HEMW16, TL6, £2BRmW23, Kir= spirit—2 Cor. 4:16; Rom. 7:6; cf. Prov. 4:23; 1 Pet. 3:4.

= BN AZNEE, KRNI RETNEE; B.Our heart is our loving organ, and our spirit is our receiving organ; while
LAMEBRRBRENEHEL, &MY HIL we are in a fallen or backslidden state, our heart toward the Lord is stony
ML e, AR AXG—H =1, W18, and hard, and our spirit is deadened—Eph. 2:1; 4:18.

= B RBEREAEMNET, AP AAMGS, £ C When the Lord saves us or revives us, He renews our heart, making our
EMN LT AHARS, HAEEFRHAZHGS; stony heart a heart of flesh, a heart that is soft and loving toward Him;
ALt A Bl R AT 209 £ 9 8 «f’fﬁ{%ﬁ%ﬂl] furthermore, He enlivens and renews our spirit with His divine life—cf. 2
MR —H5WE=3, H=13, Cor. 3:3; Col. 2:13.

W AERMAREHGSE T, BZ2H#, B4  D.As a result, we love the Lord and desire Him with our renewed heart,
HEZR R R, A, EXHTEE and we can contact Him, receive Him, and contain Him by exercising our
o renewed spirit.

A AT AT AL B KA 89S A2 K AT49 R— K 1I. The New Testament begins by speaking of our heart and

=2, #{4=6: our spirit—Matt. 3:2; John 3:6:
— BHAHLHZEAHE RERE, £490, “/k AJohnthe Baptist first preached the gospel in the New Testament by declaring,
MEBAE, BAXROGELCEBALT” —K=2 “Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near’—Matt. 3:2:
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1.According to the Greek, to repent is to have a change in our mind or a
turn in our thinking; because the mind is the main part of the heart, to
repent is a matter of the heart.

2.A thoroughly repentant heart will become a new heart; because our
God is a God of life and is all-powerful, He gives us a new heart by
transforming our heart—2 Cor. 3:16, 18.

B. A softened heart is a transformed heart, a new heart; we believers need
to repent again and again; every time we repent, our heart will be more
transformed and renewed; in Revelation 2 and 3 the Lord repeatedly calls
the churches to repent—2:5, 16, 21-22; 3:3, 19.

Day 2
[1I. As a leading one, a person must have an enlarged heart:

A.Aleading one must be large in heart—Psa. 119:32:

1.We must be genuine ministers of the new covenant, having an
enlarged heart with the intimate concern of the ministering life,
which is a fruitful life—2 Cor. 7:2-3:

a.With an enlarged heart the apostles were able to embrace all
believers regardless of their condition, and with an opened mouth
they were able to speak to all believers frankly concerning the real
situation into which they had been misled—6:11.

b.This kind of openness and enlargement is needed to reconcile, to
bring back, the misled or distracted believers to God.

2.Solomon was competent to oversee God’s people because he had
wisdom and a large heart, which are two aspects of one thing:

a. Though he only asked for the wisdom and knowledge to go out and come
in among God’s people (1 Kings 3:5-9; 2 Chron. 1:10), God gave him
“largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the seashore” (1 Kings 4:29).
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b. The seashore encloses the sea, God having “set the sand as a boundary for
the sea” (Jer. 5:22); this shows that Solomon’s heart was larger than the sea.

B. There are difficulties in many local churches today because the elders do
not have a large heart; pride, an expression of foolishness, comes from
having a narrow heart:

1.Pride is an attribute of our fallen nature by birth.
Day 3
2.Even with Paul, the Lord was wary of his exceeding exaltation of himself,
so He let him have a thorn in his flesh from Satan—2 Cor. 12:7.

3.Hence, the apostle Paul taught that a new convert should not be an
overseer of the church, lest being blinded with pride he fall into the
judgment prepared for the devil—1 Tim. 3:6.

4.Always remember that humility saves you from all kinds of
destruction and invites God’s grace—James 4:6.

5.Pride makes you a top fool.

6.Rivalry in the Lord’s work is not only a sign of ambition but also a
sign of pride.
7.Caring for your prestige and neglecting others’ dignity are a sign of

subtle pride.

8.Referring to your capacity, success, perfection, and virtue is a careless
form of pride.

9.Thinking more highly of yourself than you ought to think is another
form of pride and annuls the proper and organic order in the Body
life—Rom. 12:3.

10.Christ in His humanity humbling Himself to wash His disciples’ feet
gives us a good model of how to humble ourselves to escape from
pride—John 13:3-5.
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11.Arguing about who is greater is an ugly form of pride—Mark 9:34.

12.Wanting to be great and not to be a servant and wanting to be the
first and not to be a slave are also signs of pride—Matt. 20:26-27.

13.Lording it over the members of your church under your shepherding
is a strong sign of your pride—1 Pet. 5:3.

14.The apostle Paul presented us with a good model—1 Tim. 1:16:

a. He preached Christ as the Lord and himself as the believers’ slave for
the Lord’s sake—2 Cor. 4:5.

b.He testified that whoever was weak, he also was weak, and that to
the weak he became weak that he might gain the weak—11:29; 1 Cor.
9:22.

15.To restore a brother, overtaken in some offense, with meekness (a
gentle expression of humility) protects us from being tempted also—
Gal. 6:1.

16.Self-boasting, self-exaltation, self-glorification, and lusting after
vainglory are all ugly and base expressions of pride—5:26.

C.In order to enlarge their heart, the leading ones in different localities
should go to visit other places; if circumstances allow, it would be even
better to travel overseas; the more we participate in the Lord’s move, the
more we see—Ezek. 1:15-21.

D.The ability to forgive others when they have offended you is a matter of
largeness of heart; if we have an argument with a brother, it is mostly
because of the narrowness of our heart—Matt. 6:14-15.

Day 4

IV. The Lord Jesus followed John the Baptist by teaching that
we need to be born of the Spirit in our spirit—]John 3:6:
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A.Our spirit is born again when God as the Spirit enters into it to regenerate
us with the divine life; to be regenerated is to have the divine, eternal
life (in addition to the human, natural life) as the new source and new
element of a new person.

B.We need to repent in order to have a new heart, and we need to believe
into the Lord Jesus so that our spirit will be reborn to become a new spirit.

C. We need a loving heart and a powerful spirit—Mark 12:30; 2 Tim. 1:7.

D.A leading one must be a spiritual man with an exercised spirit; he must
be dominated, governed, directed, led, and controlled by his spirit; a
strong spirit is the main requirement for the leadership among God’s
people—1 Tim. 4:7; 1 Cor. 2:15; 14:32; John 4:24; 2 Cor. 2:13; Rom. 1:9;
8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17.

E. We can maintain the newness of our spirit by serving in newness of spirit
(Rom. 7:6; 1:9) and by exercising our spirit of faith (2 Cor. 4:13); faith is
in our spirit, which is mingled with the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17),
not in our mind; doubts are in our mind.

Day 5
V. We need to be pure in heart (Matt. 5:8) and poor in spirit
(v. 3):
A.We need a pure heart in order to see God, and we need a spirit that is
emptied in order to receive the kingdom of the heavens.

B.To be pure in heart is to be single in our goal and aim; our goal should be
God alone; even in our service and function in the church life, we should
not have an intention to gain anything but God Himself.

C.If we come to a meeting with a sense that we are inwardly rich and
have no need, this will close the door to God (Rev. 3:16-17, 20); we
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need to pray, “O Lord, thank You for always being with me, yet | am
still short of You; I want to be emptied in my spirit so that You can
have more room in me; O Lord, I open to You and ask You to gain more
ground within my spirit.”

VI. We need to be strengthened into our regenerated spirit so

that Christ may make His home in our hearts—Eph. 3:16-17:

A. When a saved one is strengthened into his spirit and possessed by Christ

in his heart, deep within he has a longing for the church life and an inner
consciousness concerning what the proper church life is.

B.To know the church is not outward but absolutely inward; that the

highways to Zion are in our heart means that we need to take the way of
the church internally, not merely externally—Psa. 84:5.

Day 6

C. When we are strengthened through the Spirit into our spirit and when

Christ makes His home in our heart, God is able to do superabundantly
above all that we ask or think concerning the church life; if all the saints
pray daily for this, the glorious church life will spread and be prevailing
throughout the United States and the whole world—Eph. 3:20-21.

VII. We need to be in our spirit in order to see the visions in

the book of Revelation:

A.This book is composed of four major visions: the churches (chs. 1—3),

the destiny of the world (chs. 4—16), Babylon the Great (chs. 17—20),
and the New Jerusalem (chs. 21—22); John was in his spirit when he saw
these four visions (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10); we too need to be in our spirit
to see the visions in this book.

B.If we pray for thirty days that the Lord would strengthen us into our spirit
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X2, & ﬁ%‘aﬁ] B, A FEANFHY and take over our heart, we will have a clear view and will be assured
¥, GEGE. HF. KT @37 B854 concerning the whole situation of the universe, including the church, the
A, AR R IRIE, world, Babylon the Great, and the New Jerusalem.

Bl TR EA T RAVF LA, FF4%698, VIIL The Lord’s recovery depends upon our renewed,
M&%M}] FRAT, MR R, B & purified heart and our renewed, strengthened spirit;
ST AMATRE, KA éﬁiﬁﬂ}?@ﬁ:ﬁ[ﬁi when our heart is fully possessed by Christ and our spirit
ZE, MR %, TREIAFENL is thoroughly saturated with the Spirit, God will have a
Bt o way, and the recovery will be prevailing.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 36:26-27 | will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put
within you; and I will take away the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I
will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and My ordinances you shall keep and do.

[Ezekiel 36:26-27] was God’s promise to the children of Israel, His called ones.
They were distracted, but God called them back with a promise that He would
give them a new heart and a new spirit. As God-created men they already had a
heart and spirit, but because they were distracted, their heart and spirit became
old. However, God would not give them up and came in to promise them a new
start by giving them a new heart and a new spirit. We also need this new start
today. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, p. 337)

Our heart is our loving organ, and our spirit is our receiving organ. While we
are in a fallen or backslidden state, our heart toward the Lord is stony and hard,
and our spirit is deadened (Eph. 2:1; 4:18). When the Lord saves us or revives us,
He renews our heart, making our stony heart a heart of flesh, a heart that is soft
and loving toward Him (cf. 2 Cor. 3:3). Furthermore, He enlivens and renews our
spirit with His divine life (Col. 2:13). As a result, we love the Lord and desire Him
with our renewed heart, and we can contact Him, receive Him, and contain Him
by exercising our renewed spirit. (Ezek. 36:26, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The New Testament begins by speaking of our heart and our spirit. John the
Baptist first preached the gospel in the New Testament by declaring, “Repent,
for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near” (Matt. 3:2). According to the
Greek, to repent is to have a change in our mind or a turn in our thinking. The
mind is the main part of the heart. Therefore, to repent is a matter of the heart.
Our experience confirms this. The preaching of the gospel in the New Testament
began with the heart.
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A thoroughly repentant heart will become a new heart. Although God
promised to give us a new heart, He does not take out our old heart and put
in a new one like a surgeon performing a transplant. Because He is a God of
life and is all-powerful, He gives us a new heart by transforming our heart.
When we repent, something marvelous happens in our heart. We may feel
that it is our doing when we say, “O God, I am utterly sinful. I am sorry. |
repent before You. Please forgive me.” On one hand, this is our doing, but on
the other hand, while we are repenting, the wonderful God gets into us and
transforms our heart. We may not have any consciousness that God is doing
this marvelous work, but soon after we repent to Him, we discover that our
heart is changed. It was previously hardened, but after we repent, we find
that it has been softened.

When [ was a teenager,...no one could change me or subdue me, but one
day I repented. While I was walking on the street after hearing a gospel
message, | spoke to the heavens, saying, “God, | made a great mistake to not
want You before. Now [ want You. I love You. I repent for the past” When I
arrived home, I discovered that my heart had changed, for it was softened.
My mother also noticed this change and marveled to see it. To be softened
in our heart is a sign that we have truly repented. A softened heart is a
transformed heart, a new heart.

Repentance is not something that only unbelievers need. We believers
need to repent again and again. We may need to repent for not loving the
Lord enough. Every time we repent, our heart will be more transformed
and renewed. Repenting is like washing our hands—once is not enough.
We need to repent all the time. In Revelation 2 and 3 the Lord repeatedly
calls the churches to repent (2:5, 16, 21-22; 3:3, 19). We need to repent,
because repentance is the best dose to heal our heart and the best way to
regulate our heart. Repenting renews our heart. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2,
pp. 337-338)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, pp. 337-345; CWWL, 1970,
vol. 1, pp. 431-437
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 >»
Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 6:11-13 Our mouth is opened to you, Corinthians; our heart is
enlarged. You are not constricted in us, but you are constricted in your
inward parts. But for a recompense in kind, I speak as to children, you
also be enlarged.

Psa. 119:32 I run the way of Your commandments, for You enlarge my
heart.

With an enlarged heart [the all-mature and all-fitting apostles] were able to
embrace all believers regardless of their condition, and with an opened mouth
they were free to speak to all believers frankly concerning the real situation into
which they had been misled. This kind of openness and enlargement is needed
to reconcile, to bring back, the misled or distracted believers to God. (2 Cor. 6:11,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Largeness is the first necessary condition of an elder’s heart. In the Bible,
there is one very good ruler, King Solomon. All readers of the Bible admit that
he is a standard and a typical character concerning administration in the Bible.
If we want to find a standard character on experiencing the cross, we have to
go to David. But to find a standard character on managing God’s people, we
have to go to Solomon....King Solomon was competent at managing for two
reasons: he had wisdom, and he had a large heart. Actually, these are two
aspects of one thing.

You will recall that Solomon succeeded to the throne when he was very young. As
soon as he succeeded to the throne, he went to offer sacrifices to God. In the night,
while God appeared to him, Solomon prayed, “And now, O Jehovah my God, You have
made Your servant king in the place of David my father, though I am a little child; I do
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not know how to go out or come in....Give therefore to Your servant an understanding
heart to judge Your people and to discern between good and evil” (1 Kings 3:7-9).
He wanted wisdom from God. Everyone knows that the most necessary thing in
management is wisdom. To have cleverness is not enough, because cleverness is
common, whereas wisdom is extraordinary. Solomon deeply felt that for a young
man to rule the myriads of God’s people, he needed wisdom from God. That was why
he sought for wisdom before God. Surprisingly, however, though he asked only for
wisdom, God gave him, in addition to wisdom, also a large heart. First Kings 4:29
says, “And God gave Solomon wisdom and very much understanding and largeness
of heart, even as the sand that is on the seashore.” It says that largeness of heart is
like the sand on the seashore. A Chinese proverb speaks of the heart being as large
as the capacity of the sea, but here the heart is as large as the sand on the seashore.
The seashore encloses the sea. The Scriptures say that God has “set the sand as a
boundary for the sea” (Jer. 5:22). Therefore, Solomon'’s heart was larger than the sea.

At the time when God gave Solomon wisdom, He also gave him a large heart.
We have to know that all wise ones have large hearts, and everyone with a
narrow heart is a foolish person. If you want to be a foolish person, let me teach
you a way: simply make your heart small. In the same principle, if you enlarge
your heart, you will become the wisest person. You cannot separate a large
heart from wisdom and prudence. This is why I say that these are two aspects
of one thing.

Pride is an expression of foolishness. But from where does pride come? It
comes from being narrow. When a person is narrow and his heart is narrow,
it is easy for him to be proud. It is very hard for a person with a large heart to
be proud....Pride is the expression of the narrowness of a person. Suppose you
give a message unusually well one day, and as a result, you become proud. This
pride proves your narrowness. If your heart is large, even if you have preached
very well a thousand times, let alone only once, you would not feel anything. All
foolishness proves that a person’s heart is narrow, and all pride proves that you
are too small. (The Elders’ Management of the Church, pp. 39-40)

Further Reading: The Elders’ Management of the Church, ch. 3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:14-15 For if you forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father
will forgive you also; but if you do not forgive men their offenses, neither
will your Father forgive your offenses.

A person who oversees God’s people needs much wisdom, but the secret of
wisdom is to have a large heart...You have no idea how much this matter affects
those serving as elders. Many of your inaccurate judgments are caused by your
narrow heart. On the surface it appears that you lack wisdom, but actually, the
problem comes because your heart is narrow. When many matters are poorly
managed, you may attribute the cause to your foolishness, but actually your
foolishness comes from your narrow heart. If you would only enlarge your heart,
immediately you would become a person of wisdom.

Therefore, brothers, learn to enlarge your heart in all things....Whether in
learning the truth, in seeking to be spiritual, in contacting the brothers and sisters,
in discerning others, or in managing affairs, we must learn to be large. Whenever
we touch the affairs of the church and whenever we touch any spiritual matter, we
have to learn to be large in our heart. We need to continue to be large. Largeness
can solve many problems. (The Elders’ Management of the Church, pp. 40-41)

Today’s Reading

Suppose today everyone else in the church knows about a certain matter, but
this matter is concealed from you. In your heart would you blame others? If your
heart is large, you will not do this. Otherwise, you will surely complain about it.
Perhaps a brother offends you today. Are you able to let the matter go? It depends
on whether your heart is large or small. Surely, if your heart is small, you will
not be able to let it go. If it is large, you will be able to let it go. Everything in the
church can be governed by this principle.
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Brothers, there are difficulties in many local churches today because the elders
do not have a large heart. Therefore, I fully agree that the elders in the different
localities should go to visit other places....If circumstances allow, it would be
even better to travel overseas. Once a man goes out for a visit, his heart will be
enlarged. It is wrong to be proud, and it is wrong to be boastful. It is also wrong to
strive to be large, but you must learn to enlarge your heart. It does not mean that
to have a large heart is to be loose. You must still be strict with yourself, yet your
heart toward others must be large.

Of course, the natural life can never learn this lesson...In order to enlarge our
own heart, we need the Lord’s abundant grace. Please remember that the ability
to forgive others is a matter that has to do with the largeness of heart. The ability
to bless the ones who curse us also has to do with a large heart. Your heart must
be so large that whenever others offend you, you can forgive them as soon as they
confess to you. Though others may persecute you and inflict harm on you, you
can still love them. To be able to forgive others when they have offended you is
something that has to do with a large heart.

Oh, the wisdom that comes from a large heart is immeasurable! In everything
we do, it is right for us to be disciplined, and it is wrong to be presumptuous. But
the most important thing is that our heart has to be large. If the heart is not large
enough, you must prepare yourselves to make mistakes in the future; you will
surely eat the fruit of regret. Suppose a brother asks you to do something today. If
your heart is not large enough and you deny his request, you will surely regret it
later. Or; if a brother asks for your forgiveness today, and you would not forgive him
due to your narrowness in heart, you will surely regret it later. Therefore, brothers,
your heart must be enlarged. We are narrow persons, but we must learn to enlarge
our hearts. If you have an argument with a brother, eight or nine times out of ten
it is because of the narrowness of your heart. In these years, I have not met many
people with a large heart. (The Elders’ Management of the Church, pp. 41-43)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 44; How to Be a Co-worker
and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their Obligations, ch. 4
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 >
Morning Nourishment

John 3:5-6 Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

2 Cor. 4:13 And having the same spirit of faith according to that which
is written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” we also believe, therefore we
also speak.

After John the Baptist began to preach the gospel by calling men to repent
in their heart, the Lord Jesus followed by teaching that we need to be born
of the Spirit in our spirit (John 3:6). To repent in our heart is only the first
step. Following repentance in our heart, we need to be reborn in our spirit. A
proper, balanced man has a good heart and a proper spirit. A good heart is a
repenting, renewed, softened heart, and a proper spirit is a spirit that is born
again...When we repent, God comes in to touch our heart; when we believe
in the Lord, God enters into our spirit to beget us with His life. (CWWL, 1975-
1976, vol. 2, p. 338)

To be regenerated is to have the divine, eternal life (in addition to the human,
natural life) as the new source and new element of a new person. (John 3:6,
footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

A proper heart and a proper spirit are a new heart and a new spirit. We need
to repent in order to have a new heart, and we need to believe into the Lord Jesus
so that our spirit will be reborn to become a new spirit. God does not take away
our old heart and replace it with a new one but transforms our old heart into a
new one. In the same principle, He does not take away our old spirit and replace
it with a new one. Instead, when we believe into the Lord, God as the Spirit comes
into our spirit to beget our spirit by bringing His life element into our spirit. In
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this way, our old spirit becomes a new spirit. As believers, we have a new heart
and a new spirit; this makes us proper persons.

Mark 12:30 says, “You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart.”
Our heart needs to be a loving heart—loving not the world but God. Second
Timothy 1:7 says, “God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of
love and of sobermindedness.” Our spirit should be powerful, loving, and sober.
(CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, pp. 339-340)

We need a strong spirit for the leadership in the churches. Many think that a
leader needs knowledge, ability, and other attributes. These things do not mean
much among God’s people. In the leadership for God’s move, what we are must be
reduced, but the ultimate requirement is to have a strong spirit. When a person
who is fully built up in his spirit speaks for God, in a sense, there is no need for him
to receive the power or inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for whatever he expresses
from his spirit is something of God...The standard of the leadership among God’s
people is such a built-up human spirit. Paul concluded his second Epistle to
Timothy by saying, “The Lord be with your spirit” (4:22)....0nly the Lord’s presence
is adequate for the leadership, and His presence is with us in our spirit. To be
clever, kind, and careful does not make us adequate to be an elder. Only exercising
our spirit can make us adequate as an elder. For the leadership in the churches,
we need to pay our full attention to building up our spirit. There is no excuse not
to exercise our spirit. We may not have the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but 1
Corinthians 14:32 says, “The spirits of prophets are subject to prophets.” Therefore,
we do not need to wait for inspiration...To say that we should not speak because
others are more qualified or more experienced is to make an excuse because we
have a weak spirit. If our spirit is strong, we will exercise our spirit to function in
every meeting. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 405-407)

Faith is in our spirit, which is mingled with the Holy Spirit, not in our mind.
Doubts are in our mind...By the mingled spirit...the apostles lived a crucified life
in resurrection for the carrying out of their ministry. (2 Cor. 4:13, footnote 2)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, pp. 405-412
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.

Eph. 3:16-17 That He would grant you...to be strengthened with power
through His Spirit into the inner man, that Christ may make His home in
your hearts through faith..

When the Lord was teaching His disciples on the mount, He said, “Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8), and, “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens” (v. 3). To be poor in spirit does
not mean to have a poor spirit but to not be filled with things other than God.
We need a pure heart in order to see God, and we need a spirit that is emptied in
order to receive the kingdom of the heavens. We need to be emptied in our spirit
so that our spirit will have more capacity for God to come in. (CWWL, 1975-1976,
vol. 2, p. 339)

Today’s Reading

As believers, we have been renewed in our heart and regenerated in our spirit,
but we still need to purify our heart and be poor in spirit. To be pure in heart is
to be single in our goal and aim. Our goal should be God alone. If we are aiming
at anything other than God, our heart is not pure but complicated. We need to be
simplified in our heart by seeking after nothing but God. Even in our service and
function in the church life, we should not have an intention to gain anything other
than God Himself. If we are simplified to care only for God, our heart will be pure
in whatever we do. For our Christian walk, we need to be pure in our heart, not
having any goal besides God.

We also need to be poor in spirit. If we come to a meeting with a sense that
we are inwardly rich and have no need, this will close the door to God. To be
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poor in spirit, we need to pray, “O Lord, thank You for always being with me,
yet I am still short of You. I want to be emptied in my spirit so that You can have
more room in me. O Lord, I open to You and ask You to gain more ground within
my spirit.” Recently, after [ gave a message, a young man came to challenge me
with many questions. [ sensed that the answers to his questions meant nothing
to him because he was not humble but full in his spirit. After repenting in our
heart and being regenerated in our spirit, we still need to be pure in heart and
poor in spirit.

[In] Ephesians 3:16-17...our inner man is our regenerated spirit, where God
has installed Himself. We need to be strengthened into this spirit, and our heart
needs to be occupied by Christ...We need to check with ourselves concerning
whether we are being strengthened into our spirit and whether we are allowing
the Lord to take over our heart. We need to be strengthened with power through
the Spirit into our spirit, and our heart needs to be possessed by the Lord so that
He can make His home in it.

If we are being strengthened by the Spirit into our inner man and are being
possessed by Christ as He makes His home in our heart, we will spontaneously
enter into the proper church life...As soon as believers are helped to be right in
their heart and spirit, they begin to seek after the church, and it becomes easy for
them to discern what the proper church life is. When a saved one is strengthened
into his spirit and possessed by Christ in his heart, deep within he has a longing
for the church life and an inner consciousness concerning what the proper church
life is. To know the church is not outward but absolutely inward. (CWWL, 1975-
1976, vol. 2, pp. 339-341)

[In Psalm 84:5] the highways to Zion signify our intention to enter into the
church as the house of God....On the one hand, we have entered into God; on the
other hand, we are still on the highways to enter into God. That the highways
are in our heart means that we need to take the way of the church internally, not
merely externally. (Psa. 84:5, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Lessons on the Eldership, vol. 1, Isn. 14

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 4 Morning Revival - Page 10



% E @ <

== \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

B =20~21 “RimAPRR B HE T EKRME d@
B KAk, MEZ BRI —br, ABiTRAMPTKPT
ey, BEZAY, FEABISKE, REES
M, AP, KKZIT, B, 7

A =F+XE2T LTI AR L HEGA
2, FEABRZRAEARMCE, -RETFTL(=+Z
—Z+—F ), Mg B KA R DA B S R A R
SE, BARAFEB L. YRANEFHIN R, A5k 2| &
ey RE, FiEABERAKRMNCE, HHERLL
B —1, BILKNA B EEFTITRKITEG,

P2 — 4R340 P., A, #ieigs 2
BGAR, URAABFZREXMNCE, HEAEE R,
HKMAEL, YKL CZRINER, @mRANELHEF
HEXKREE, R, KRAVE B EH A58 2] KA R
2, Hib A BT AEA KNGS, mibib e &P EA
Yo fREPTA GG F R KA A AL, - RIBOWE A4
FHAVTREALERLAER (b #¥R) (FFxLE
— Nt AE—NESFE M, 92O0OFWE—T) ,

[EREE

ORI RA—MITHOABHIM: CRLET
BANEG oA R BRI, {2 Bits RIEH K, &
MA B & KA. B, A KRS, RAEARLL
BHRI— Y1, AR BAVHT KT ALY, A2 E B BN
WA BIEA. B2HHS, RXNBRH. TT4.
ARG R, AT A,

FRRE—HAP—R TR, LHENEZEF ZH AR
KRBE (—~=) , Rz qd (w~+>) , ke

O N\FEFEMKERASERERIG-FI4RBRERMES - 111

<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:20-21 But to Him who is able to do superabundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power which operates in us, to Him
be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations
forever and ever. Amen.

[Ephesians 3:16-17] speaks of being strengthened into the inner man and
Christ making His home in our heart...According to the context [in verses 20 and
21], being strengthened into our spirit and Christ making His home in our heart
are for the church. When we are strengthened through the Spirit into our spirit
and when Christ makes His home in our heart, God is able to do superabundantly
above all that we ask or think concerning the church life.

Ephesians is a book concerning the church. Therefore, being strengthened into
the inner man and Christ making His home in our heart are for the church. We
praise the Lord that His recovery has come to the United States and that we have
been brought into this recovery. However, we need to allow God to have a way
among us by being strengthened into our spirit and allowing Christ to take full
possession of our heart. If all the saints pray daily for this, within a few years the
glorious church life will spread and be prevailing throughout the United States.
(CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, p. 342)

Today’s Reading

The Lord’s recovery is not an ordinary Christian work; it altogether depends
on our heart and spirit. Electricity is powerful, but in order for it to operate,
wires are needed to transmit it. Similarly, God is powerful; He is able to do
superabundantly above all that we ask or think, but He needs our renewed heart
possessed by Christ and our renewed, regenerated, and strengthened spirit in
order to have a way.

The last book of the Bible, Revelation, is composed of four major visions: the
churches (chs. 1—3), the destiny of the world (chs. 4—16), Babylon the Great (chs.
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17—20), and the New Jerusalem (chs. 21—22). The apostle John was in spirit
when he saw each of these visions. In 1:10-12 John says, “I was in spirit on the
Lord’s Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, saying, What you see
write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches...And I turned to see the voice
that spoke with me; and when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.” Being in
spirit is the way to see the churches.

When John saw the second major vision, concerning the destiny of the world,
he was also in spirit and saw God’s throne in heaven (4:2). Whatever is happening
on earth is under the sovereignty of the divine throne in the heavens. Seeing this
was a great encouragement and comfort to the suffering apostle. Next John was
carried away in spirit into a wilderness to see the third major vision—Babylon,
which is the apostate church (17:3). He saw it clearly. Ultimately, he was carried
away in spirit onto a great and high mountain to see the New Jerusalem, the
fourth and final major vision (21:10).

Our inner eyes will be opened if for a period of thirty days we daily pray, “Lord,
strengthen me into my spirit and make Your home in my heart.” We will see
clearly the four major things going on in the universe: the churches, the world,
Babylon the Great, and the New Jerusalem. The world will be judged by God, and
Babylon the Great will fall, but the churches will become the New Jerusalem,
which will remain forever....If we pray for thirty days that the Lord would
strengthen us into our spirit and take over our heart, we will see God’s economy.
We will have a clear view and will be assured concerning the whole situation of
the universe, including the church, the world, Babylon the Great, and the New
Jerusalem.

The Lord’s recovery depends upon our renewed, purified heart and our
renewed, strengthened spirit. When our heart is fully possessed by Christ and
our spirit is thoroughly saturated with the Spirit, God will have a way, and the
recovery will be prevailing. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 2, pp. 342-345)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 58, ch. 2
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Oh, strengthen my spirit, Lord Jesus

Longings — For Sanctification

1134
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1. Oh, strength - en my spir - it, Lord Je sus, Oh, strength - en my spir - it, 1
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pray; Oh, strengthen my spir-it with pow - er Andspread to myheart to - day.
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Je - sus; Makehome to-day and have Yourway In all of myheart, Lord Je -

2. Spread into my heart, O Lord Jesus,
Spread into my heart, I pray;
Spread into my heart from my spirit,
Spread into my heart today.

3. Make home in my heart, O Lord Jesus,
Make home in my heart, I pray;
That we may be filled with Your fullness,
Make home in my heart today.

4., To Him who is able to do it
Above all we think or say,
We open our hearts wide and welcome
Him into our heart today.
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Message Five

Knowing the Significance of Loving the Lord,
Loving the Lord Jesus Christ in Incorruptibility,
and Walking in Love and Light

Scripture Reading: Mark 12:30; 1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Tim. 4:8; Eph. 6:24; 5:1-14
OUTLINE

Day 1

[. We need to know the significance of loving the Lord—
Mark 12:30; 1 Cor. 2:9:

A.To love the Lord is to allow Him to live in us and for us and is to realize
that He desires a dwelling place so that He can be expressed—Eph. 3:16-17.

B. Our believing into the Lord is for our receiving Him, and our loving Him is
for our enjoying Him—Titus 3:15.

C. To love the Lord is to be stopped from our doing and is to let Him take full
possession of our being—Eph. 3:16-19; Gal. 4:19.

D.The best way to express our love toward the Lord is to say, “Lord Jesus, I
open to You. Take full possession of me. Lord, I love You. I present myself
to You. I am open to You. Possess me more and more until You reach
every part of my being and make Your home in me.”

Day 2

E. According to 1 Corinthians, in order to love the Lord, we need to take
Him as our portion for our enjoyment (1:2, 9; 5:7-8; 10:3-4), allow Him to
grow in us (3:6), and realize that we are one spirit with Him (6:17).
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F.We love the Lord by being fully occupied by Him and loving His
appearing—2 Tim. 4:8:
1.To be a lover of God is to be fully occupied, possessed, and taken over
by God—Eph. 3:16-19; Gal. 4:19.

2.1f we love the Lord in this way, we will love His appearing—2 Tim. 4:8:

a. According to Paul’s word, a crown is laid up for those who love the
Lord’s appearing—v. 8.

b.If we do not love the Lord, His coming will be a matter of judgment (1
Cor. 16:22), but if we love Him and His appearing, we will receive a
prize.

II. “Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
incorruptibility”—Eph. 6:24:

A.According to the usage of incorruptible in the writings of Paul, this
word refers mainly to God and the things of God; everything natural is
corruptible, but God, the divine life, and all things that are in resurrection
are incorruptible—1 Tim. 1:17; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:42, 52-54.

B.To love our Lord Jesus Christ in incorruptibility means to love Him in the
new creation and according to all the incorruptible things revealed in
Ephesians:

1.We need to love the Lord Jesus in His being the embodiment of the
Triune God (Col. 2:9); in His being the element of the Body (1 Cor.
12:12); in His being reality, grace, peace, love, and light (John 1:17;
8:12; 14:6, 27; 1 John 4:8); and in His being the constituent of the one
new man (Eph. 2:15; Col. 3:10-11).

2.All these things are related to what is revealed in and taught in
Ephesians, including the Triune God, Christ, and His Body, the church.
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3.Ephesians speaks concerning the dispensing of the Triune God to
produce the church (1:3-23; 3:16-21), concerning what Christ is and
has done for the church (1:7; 2:13-18; 5:25-27, 29), and concerning
the church being the Body of Christ, being the bride of Christ, and
being one with Christ in the heavenlies (1:22-23; 5:23, 25-27; 2:6).

4.All these matters are incorruptible, and we need to love the Lord in
these incorruptible things:

Day 3

a.If we love the Lord Jesus in all these things, our love toward Him will
be incorruptible—6:24.

b.Such a love is not a natural love—it is a love in resurrection, the love
that God Himself is in His divine essence—1 John 4:16.

C.In the Lord’s recovery we need to love our Lord Jesus Christ in all

the divine, spiritual, heavenly, and incorruptible things revealed in
Ephesians concerning the Triune God, the divine life, what Christ is to
us, what He has done, and the church—1:3-23; 2:5-6, 13-18; 3:16-21;
4:4-6; 5:23, 25-27.

I1I. The more we love the Lord in incorruptibility, the more

we, as children of God, will walk in love and light—vv. 1-14:

A. As the children of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the life

and nature of God, and belonging to the species of God—v. 1; 1 John 3:1;
John 1:12-13:

1.God is our real, genuine, Father, and we are His real, genuine,
children—1 John 3:1; Eph. 5:1.

2.The greatest wonder in the universe is that human beings could be
begotten of God and that sinners could be made children of God—1
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John 3:1,9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; John 1:12-13:

a.Since we have been born of the divine life and possess the divine life,
we, the children of God, are divine persons—1 John 5:11-13; 3:1, 10.

b.As those who have been born of God, we have not only the divine life
but also the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4.

Day 4
B. As the children of God, we should walk in love and light—Eph. 5:2, 8:

1.Love is the inner substance of God, and light is the expressed element
of God—1 John 4:8, 16; 1:5.

2.0ur daily walk as children of God should be constituted with both the
loving substance of God and the shining element of God; this should
be the inner source of our walk—Eph. 5:2, 8.

3.“Walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us,
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor”—v. 2:

a. The goal of the book of Ephesians is to bring us into love as the inner
substance of God so that we may enjoy His presence in the sweetness
of the divine love and thereby love others as Christ did—v. 25:

1) In the condition and atmosphere of love, we are saturated with God
to be holy and without blemish before Him—1:4.

2) The love in which we are rooted for growth and grounded for
building is the divine love realized and experienced by us in a
practical way—3:17.

Day 5
3) The love of Christ, which is Christ Himself, is immeasurable and

knowledge-surpassing, yet we can know it by experiencing it—v. 19.
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4) The Body of Christ builds itself up in love; love is the most excellent
way for us to be anything and to do anything for the building up of the
Body of Christ—4:16; 1 Cor. 12:31.

b. As those who have been regenerated to become God’s species, we, the

children of God, should be love because God is love; since we become God
in life and in nature, we also should become love—1 John 4:8, 16.

4.“You were once darkness but are now light in the Lord; walk as
children of light”—Eph. 5:8:

a.As God is light, so we, the children of God, are children of light—1
John 1:5; Eph. 5:8; John 12:36.

b.We are not only children of light—we are light itself; we are light
because we are one with God in the Lord—Matt. 5:14; 1 John 1:5.

Day 6

c. When we are in the light, we are outside the realm of right and
wrong—v. 7.

d.If we walk as children of light, we will bear the fruit described in
Ephesians 5:9:

1) The fruit of the light must be good in nature, righteous in procedure,
and real in expression, that God may be expressed as the reality of
our daily walk.

2) The fruit of the light in goodness, righteousness, and truth is related
to the Triune God:

a) God the Father as goodness is the nature of the fruit of the light;
therefore, goodness in verse 9 refers to God the Father—Matt. 19:17.

b) Righteousness refers to God the Son, for Christ came to accomplish God’s
purpose according to God’s righteous procedure—Rom. 5:17-18, 21.

c)Truth, the expression of the fruit of the light, refers to God the Spirit,
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« WEEK S5 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Mark 12:30 “And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole
heart and from your whole soul and from your whole mind and from your
whole strength.”

1 Cor. 2:9 But as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has
not heard and which have not come up in man’s heart; things which God
has prepared for those who love Him.”

We need to see that to love the Lord is to allow Him to live in us and for us.
He desires a dwelling place and a vessel so that He can be expressed. If we
sincerely love the Lord, we need to say, “Lord Jesus, I stop all my doing and
give You the free way to live in me and to live for me.” (CWWL, 1973-1974,
vol. 2, p. 453)

Today’s Reading

The Gospel of John reveals that God became a man in order to present
Himself to man (1:1, 14). As a man He asked us to do two things—first to
receive Him into us by believing into Him and second to love Him (v. 12;
14:21, 23; 21:15-17). Our believing into the Lord is for our receiving Him,
and our loving Him is for our enjoying Him. Receiving and enjoying are
not the same thing. We receive food when we buy groceries, but we must
prepare and eat the food in order to enjoy it. Every believer has received
the Lord. Although we have already received Him, we still need to love Him.
We should tell the Lord that we love Him every day, morning and evening.
It is good to pray each morning, “Lord, I still love You. I love You more today
than yesterday.” Throughout the day, although we may not have a burden to
pray for anything in particular, we should often pray, “Lord Jesus, I love You. I
still love You. I love You more than ever. You are so lovable.” No other kind of
prayer will stir us up as much as telling the Lord that we love Him. After the
day has passed, when we get into bed, we should say, “Lord Jesus, now that
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this day has passed, I tell You that I still love You. I love You. I love You more
than anything.” The more we tell the Lord that we love Him, the more He will
show us how lovely He is until we realize that He is altogether lovely.

Believing into the Lord and loving Him are the two basic requirements
for us to participate in His riches. We must first receive Him into us and
then love Him continually.

To love the Lord is not to do good things or even spiritual things.
Instead, to love the Lord is to be stopped from our doing and to let the
Lord take full possession of our being. We need to pray, “It is no longer [
who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. Lord, live in me and live for me.
I repent that for many years [ have not given You the opportunity to live
in me and for me. Now I see that I need to love You, give myself to You,
and let You have all the ground in me and a free course to live in me and
for me.”

The best way to express our love toward the Lord is to say, “Lord Jesus, [ open
to You. Take full possession of me.” Rather than needing us to do something for
Him, the Lord needs us to be His dwelling place to express Him. He wants us to
open to Him so that He can make His home in our heart. In order to properly
express our love toward the Lord, we must stop any kind of doing based on
good intentions, such as being a proper spouse or bringing many to salvation.

We need to stop our doing so that it is no longer we who live. We have
been crucified, and a crucified person cannot do anything. Not only should
we no longer do bad things, but we also should no longer do good things
from ourselves. If we do anything, it means that we are not crucified. The way
to love the Lord is not to try to do anything but simply to say, “Lord, I love
You. [ present myself to You. I am open to You. Possess me more and more
until You reach every part of my being and make Your home in me.” (CWWL,
1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 446-447, 453, 451-452)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 445-453
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
with which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day,
and not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.

Eph. 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
incorruptibility.

First Corinthians reveals how to love the Lord. In this Epistle the apostle
Paul does not tell us to do many things, such as go to the mission field or give
everything to the Lord. According to 1 Corinthians, in order to love the Lord, we
first need to take Him as our portion for our enjoyment (1:2, 9; 5:7-8; 10:3-4). We
need to say, “Lord, You are my portion. You are edible and drinkable. You are my
enjoyment.” Second, to love the Lord is to allow Him to grow in us (3:6). We need
not only to enjoy Him but also to let Him continually increase in our being. Third,
in order to love the Lord, we need to realize that we are one spirit with Him (6:17).
Instead of doing things for the Lord, such as exercising spiritual gifts or going to
the mission field, we mainly need to pray, “Lord, You are my enjoyment, You are
growing within me, and You and I are one spirit. In every aspect of my daily life I
enjoy oneness with You in my spirit.” This is to love the Lord. (CWWL, 1973-1974,
vol. 2, p. 452)

Today’s Reading

In 2 Timothy Paul says, “In the last days difficult times will come. For
men will be lovers of self, lovers of money,...lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God” (3:1-2, 4). To be a lover of money is to be fully occupied,
possessed, and taken over by money, even dreaming of money. Similarly, to
be a lover of God is to be fully occupied, possessed, and taken over by God.
In the United States people have many pleasures, such as sports and other
amusements. A lover of sports is fully occupied by sports. To love the Lord
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is to be fully occupied by Him. Even in our dreams we should say, “Lord
Jesus, I love You.”

If we love the Lord in this way, we will love His appearing, which is
His coming. Paul says, “Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, with which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me
in that day, and not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing”
(4:8). We should pray, “Lord, although I have given You a free course to live
in me and for me, I still long for Your outward appearing. Come quickly, Lord
Jesus!” According to Paul’s word, a crown is laid up for those who love the
Lord’s appearing. If we do not love the Lord, His coming will be a matter
of judgment (1 Cor. 16:22), but if we love Him and His appearing, we will
receive a prize. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 2, pp. 452-453)

Ephesians 6:24 says, “Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus
Christ in incorruptibility.”...Everything natural is corruptible, but God,
the divine life, and all things that are in resurrection are incorruptible
(1 Tim. 1:17; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:42, 52-54). According to the usage of
incorruptible, especially in the writings of Paul, this word refers mainly to
God and the things of God. We need to love the Lord Jesus in His being the
embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9); in His being the element of the
Body (1 Cor. 12:12); in His being reality, grace, peace, love, and light (John
1:17; 8:12; 14:6; Eph. 2:14; 1 John 4:8); and in His being the constituent of
the new man (Eph. 2:15; Col. 3:10-11). All these things are related to what
is revealed and taught in Ephesians, including the Triune God, Christ, and
His Body, the church. Ephesians speaks concerning the dispensing of the
Triune God to produce the church (1:3-23; 3:16-21), and it speaks of what
Christ is and has done for the church. It also speaks about the church being
the Body of Christ, being the bride of Christ, and being one with Christ in the
heavenlies (1:22-23; 5:23, 25-27; 2:6). All these matters are incorruptible.
We need to love Christ in these incorruptible things.

To love the Lord Jesus in all the above matters is to love Him in incorruptibility.
(CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, p. 67)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, pp. 551-556
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to
become children of God, to those who believe into His name.

2 Pet. 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly
great promises that through these you might become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

In the past, many thousands of believers have loved Christ. Some have
loved the Lord Jesus because He is kind to them, because He cares for them,
because of what He has given them, or simply because He first loved them.
According to Paul’s word, however, we must love the Lord Jesus in all the
items unveiled in Ephesians. Every chapter unveils something concerning
Christ and His Body, the church. If we love Him in all these things, our love
toward Him will be incorruptible. Such love is not a natural love. It is a love
in resurrection, the love that is God Himself in His divine essence (1 John
4:16). I hope that in the Lord’s recovery we would all love the Lord Jesus
Christ not in many other things but in all the divine, spiritual, heavenly, and
incorruptible things revealed in Ephesians concerning the Triune God, the
divine life, what Christ is to us, what He has done, and the church. (CWWL,
1991-1992, vol. 1, pp. 67-68)

Today’s Reading

John 3:6 says, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh.” Both you and your
parents are of the same species, the species of flesh. Verse 6 also says, “That
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” The two spirits are of the same species
and also of the same source. We are born of God to be the many God-men, the
children of God.

Adam was the son of God in image and likeness, but he had only the image of
God without the life and nature of God. We are different. We are not only created
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by God but also born of God, so God is our real, genuine, Father, and we are His
real, genuine, children. We have the authority to say that we are children of God.
We have God’s image and His life and nature. Romans 8:16 says that the Spirit and
our spirit witness together that we are children of God...The children of God are
the God-men. When we received the Lord Jesus and He came into our spirit, right
away an authority was given to us. That authority was the divine life, and with
this life is the divine nature. We have the life and nature of God because we were
born of God to be His children. We are God-men. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The
God-man Living,” pp. 461-462)

We have been begotten of the Father, the source of life, to be the children of
God. Surely it is the greatest wonder in the universe that human beings could
be begotten of God and sinners could be made children of God. Through such
an amazing divine birth we have received the divine life, the eternal life. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1071)

As sons of God and as God-men, we have the divine life (John 3:15, 36a). Many
Christians realize that they have eternal life, yet they do not know what eternal
life is. Furthermore, they do not know what the divine life is. They do not know
that, as regenerated ones, they have another life in addition to their own human
life. We all need to realize that in addition to our natural life, we have another life,
the divine life. The natural life makes us a natural man, and the divine life makes
us a divine man. We all can boast that we are divine persons because we have
been born of the divine life. Since we have been born of the divine life and possess
the divine life, surely we are divine persons. We have been born of the divine life;
therefore, we are divine.

As those who are born of God, the God-men have not only the divine life but also the
divine nature. Thank God that in the Bible, among the sixty-six books, there is one verse,
2 Peter 1:4, that says that we are partakers of the divine nature, which is the nature of
God. We should mark such a verse in our Bibles so that whenever we open the Bible,
that verse will stand out. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 2, “The God-men,” pp. 437-438)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 6: The Crucial
Points of the Truth in Paul’s Epistles,” pp. 517-519
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself
up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

1 John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides
in him.

According to Ephesians 4, we need grace and truth for the life that qualifies us
to participate in the building up of the Body of Christ. Chapter 5 of Ephesians is
higher and deeper than chapter 4. It goes on to show us that we need to walk in
love and light (5:2, 8). Love is the source of grace, and light is the source of truth.
When love is expressed, it becomes grace. When light shines out, it becomes truth.
Christ came from God to express God, to manifest God. When God is expressed
and revealed in the Lord Jesus, His love becomes grace and His light becomes
truth. When we receive the Lord Jesus as our Savior and our life, we are brought
into fellowship with the Father to enjoy Him as love and light. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 3,
“The Body of Christ,” pp. 412-413)

Today’s Reading

The Son is the expression of love, which to us is grace, and this grace
brings us to the source of grace, which is the Father as love. In the Gospel of
John there is grace (1:14), but in the first Epistle of John there is love (4:8, 16).
Christ also came to bring us the truth, the reality. When we have the truth,
the truth brings us to the source of truth, the Father as light. Jesus Christ
brings us to the Father, who is love as the source of grace and who is light as
the source of truth. In Ephesians 5 we are children of light walking in love
and light. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “The Body of Christ,” p. 413)
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Love is the inner substance of God, whereas light is the expressed element
of God. The inward love of God is sensible, and the outward light of God is
visible. Our walk in love should be constituted of both the loving substance
and the shining element of God. These should be the inner source of our
walk. They are deeper than grace and truth. (Eph. 5:2, footnote 1)

May we all be impressed that the church life according to God’s desire must
be in love and in light, both of which are the very elements of God Himself. In
the inner substance of God we have love and light. Here we have the top church
life, the church as the bride. The goal of the book of Ephesians is to bring us
into God’s inner substance to know Him as love and light. Here we are to live in
intimate fellowship as we enjoy the shining light and love in its sweetness.

We shall be holy and without blemish before Him in love. Love here refers
to the love with which God loves His chosen ones and with which His chosen
ones love Him. It is in this love, in such a love, that God’s chosen ones become
holy and without blemish before Him. Firstly, God loved us. Then this divine
love inspires us to love Him in return. In such a condition and atmosphere of
love, we are saturated with God to be holy and without blemish as He is. In
this love, a mutual love, God loves us, and we return this love to Him. It is in
this kind of condition that we are being transformed. Under such a condition
we are being saturated with God.

Paul says specifically that we are rooted and grounded in love. In order
to experience Christ, we need faith and love (1 Tim. 1:14). Faith enables us
to receive and realize Christ, and love enables us to enjoy Him. Both faith
and love are not ours but His. His faith becomes our faith to believe in Him,
and His love becomes our love to love Him. The love in which we are rooted
and grounded is the divine love realized and experienced by us in a practical
way. With such a love we love the Lord, and with that same love we love one
another. In such a love we grow in life and are built up in life. Paul’s thought
here regarding the relationship between the experience of Christ and the
matters of life and building is surely deep and profound. (Life-study of
Ephesians, pp. 516, 32-33, 289-290)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 33, 61
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:19 And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you
may be filled unto all the fullness of God.

4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit
together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation
In the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the
building up of itself in love.

The love of Christ surpasses knowledge; yet, we can know it by
experiencing it. According to our mentality, the love of Christ is knowledge-
surpassing. Our mind is not able to know it. But in our spirit we can know
the love of Christ through our experience.

The love of Christ is Christ Himself. Just as Christ is immeasurable, so
His love is also immeasurable. Do not regard the love of Christ as something
belonging to Christ. This love is Christ. Because Christ is immeasurable,
His love is knowledge-surpassing; yet we can know it in our spirit, not
by knowledge but by experience. If we compare what we have so far
experienced of the immeasurable love of Christ to all there is to experience, it
is like comparing a raindrop to the ocean. Christ in His universal dimensions
and in His immeasurable love is like a vast, limitless ocean for us to
experience. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 290)

Today’s Reading

The end of 1 Corinthians 12 reveals that love is the most excellent way
(v. 31b). How can one be an elder? Love is the most excellent way. How can
one be a co-worker? Love is the most excellent way. How do we shepherd
people? Love is the most excellent way. Love is the most excellent way for us
to prophesy and to teach others. Love is the most excellent way for us to be
anything or do anything.
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Love prevails. We should love everybody, even our enemies. If the co-
workers and elders do not love the bad ones, eventually they will have
nothing to do. We must be perfect as our Father is perfect (Matt. 5:48) by
loving the evil ones and the good ones without any discrimination. We must
be perfect as our Father because we are His sons, His species. This is most
crucial. How can we be a co-worker and an elder? It is by love in every way.
We must love any kind of person. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital
Groups,” p. 126)

Because God is love as well as Spirit, the more we are under His dispensing,
the more love we have. Actually, the more God’s nature is dispensed into us,
the more we become love. This means that we not only have love but that we
are love. When the New Testament says that God is love, this does not mean
that God merely has love but that He is love. Through God’s dispensing of
Himself into us, we become love in the sense of being constituted of God as
love. When love as the nature of God’s essence is dispensed into us, we shall
react to others in love. Only one kind of love is genuine, and that is the love
that comes out of God’s dispensing. When we are under God’s dispensing, we
react with genuine love, which is God Himself.

When we are under God’s dispensing, our living will not only be with
Spirit and love but also with light. Our natural love is in darkness. Only
one kind of love is full of light, and that is the love that comes from God'’s
dispensing. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 70)

In Ephesians 5:8 Paul says, “For you were once darkness but are now
light in the Lord; walk as children of light.” We were once not only dark, but
darkness itself. Now we are not only the children of light, but light itself (Matt.
5:14). As light is God, so darkness is the devil. We were darkness because we
were one with the devil. Now we are light because we are one with God in
the Lord.

In Ephesians 5:8 Paul exhorts us to “walk as children of light.” As God is
light, so we, the children of God, are also the children of light. Because we
are now light in the Lord, we should walk as children of light. (Life-study of
Ephesians, p. 425)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” ch. 8
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from every sin.

Eph. 5:8-9 For you were once darkness but are now light in the Lord;
walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness
and righteousness and truth).

Although it is rather easy to understand the difference between love and grace,
it is more difficult to understand the distinction between light and truth. Perhaps
it will help if I illustrate from my own experience in married life. My wife and |
have been married for a good many years. During this time, I cannot recall ever
dealing with her according to what I thought was right. On the contrary, by the
Lord’s enabling, I have behaved toward her always in light. When we are in the
light, we are outside the realm of right and wrong. There is no need to discern
what is right and what is wrong, what we should do and what we should not do.
If we are in the light, we simply act and behave spontaneously in a certain way.
However, when we are in darkness, we need to discern, to guess, and to grope
for a way to do things. But when we are in the light, there is no need for groping,
guessing, or discerning. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 511-512)

Today’s Reading

After commanding us to walk as children of light, Paul inserts in Ephesians
5:9 a parenthetical statement regarding the fruit of the light, saying that “the fruit
of the light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth.” Goodness is
the nature of the fruit of the light; righteousness is the way or the procedure to
produce the fruit of the light; and the truth is the reality, the real expression of
the fruit of the light. This expression is God Himself. The fruit of the light must be
good in nature, righteous in procedure, and real in expression so that God may be
expressed as the reality of our daily walk.
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It is significant that in speaking of the fruit of the light Paul mentions only three
things: goodness, righteousness, and truth. He does not speak of holiness, kindness,
or humility. The reason he mentions just three things is that the fruit of the light in
goodness, righteousness, and truth is related to the Triune God. Goodness refers to
the nature of the fruit of light. The Lord Jesus once indicated that the only One who
is good is God Himself (Matt. 19:17). Hence, goodness here denotes God the Father.
God the Father as goodness is the nature of the fruit of the light.

Notice that here Paul speaks not of the work of the light nor of the conduct of
the light, but of the fruit of the light. Fruit is a matter of life with its nature. The
nature of the fruit of the light is God the Father.

We have pointed out that the righteousness denotes the way or the procedure
of the fruit of the light. Righteousness is the procedure by which the fruit of
the light is produced. In the Godhead, the Son, Christ, is our righteousness. He
came to earth to produce certain things according to God’s procedure, which is
always righteous. Righteousness is God’s way, God’s procedure. Christ came to
accomplish God’s purpose according to His righteous procedure. Therefore, the
second aspect of the fruit of the light refers to God the Son.

The truth is the expression of the fruit of the light. This fruit must be real; that
is, it must be the expression of God, the shining of the hidden light. No doubt,
this truth refers to the Spirit of reality, the third of the Triune God. Therefore, the
Father as the goodness, the Son as the righteousness, and the Spirit as the truth,
the reality, are all related to the fruit of the light....Ephesians 5:9 is the definition
of walking as children of light. If we walk as the children of light, we shall bear the
fruit described in verse 9. The fruit we bear by walking as the children of the light
must be in goodness, in righteousness, and in truth. The proof that we are walking
as children of light is seen in the bearing of such fruit. (Life-study of Ephesians,
pp. 426-428)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 50
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Thou art love and Thou art light, Lord

Worship of the Father—As Love and Light
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2. Love bespeaks Thy very being,
What Thou dost is shown by light;
Love is inward, light is outward,
Love accompanies the light.

3. Love by grace is manifested,
And the light by truth is shown;
By Thy love we may enjoy Thee;
By Thy light Thou, Lord, art known.

4, Thru Thy love, which led to Calvary,
We receive the life of God;
Light our understanding opens,
That we may apply the blood.

5. Thru Thy love, as life Thou enter'st
Fellowship with Thee to give;
Thru Thy light we take Thy cleansing
And in fellowship may live.

6. By the light and blood which cleanses,
The anointing we shall know;
Then the life of love Thine essence,
More and more in us will flow.

7. By Thy love we are Thy children,
Abba Father calling Thee;
Light disperses all our darkness,
Till, like Him, Thy Son, we see.
O what grace! O what truth!
Love is seen and light is shown!
We would praise Thee never ceasing,
Thou by love and light art known!
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Message Six

The Apostolic Ministry
in Cooperation with Christ’s Heavenly Ministry

®% 4 —_—15~17, +10~11, 16, #& = 20, Scripture Reading: John 21:15-17; 10:10-11, 16; Acts 20:20, 31; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-4;

31, WAT=25, B 1~4, £+= 20~ 21 Heb. 13:20-21
W& OUTLINE
B — Day 1
T AH| T —FRAPE T T ARA L2 I. John 21 is the completion and consummation of the

Gospel of John:

— AT T —%, BFERELRTFT_+F;  AThe Gospel of John has twenty-one chapters, but it actually ends with
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chapter 20; the entire book covers the earthly ministry of Christ,
beginning with His incarnation as the Word of God to become a man in
the flesh (1:1, 14) and ending with His resurrection as the last Adam to
become the life-giving Spirit (20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b); hence, John 21 should
be an appendix.

B. Although it is correct to say this, it is more intrinsic to say that John 21

is the completion and consummation of the Gospel of John; chapter 21
consummates the entire Gospel of John by showing that Christ’s heavenly
ministry and the apostles’ ministry on the earth cooperate together to
carry out God’s New Testament economy.

ANAETEFTH, T—FA&+><F, £914# IL In10:10, 11, and 16 the Lord unveiled to the disciples that

He was the good Shepherd who came that the sheep might
have life abundantly and that He had other sheep (the
Gentiles) that He must lead to join with them (the Jewish
believers) to be one flock (one church) under one Shepherd:
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— Bk, THOHRAR A LI FEELZ—KIH  AFirst, the Lord’s shepherding was in His earthly ministry—Matt. 9:36;
36, T 1~6, 10:1-6.

—RE, I 4%5‘;&15—-#&/‘\.1:% RE ¥, (#kAr B.Second, the Lord’s shepherding is in His heavenly ministry (1 Pet. 5:4) to
R4, ) BMB4L, Rk FiK, take care of the church, issuing in His Body.

ALRX—EBEMETE, ¥EA£5%2)5, £ I In this appendix, when the Lord stayed with His disciples
MARZAT, GHGITVRE AN, Efh— after His resurrection and before His ascension, in one of
KRG ZIE, IFHREF, SHRERXE His appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His lambs
Rﬁﬁﬂ%‘?\ziﬁ ZRARANDE FK and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the

MG F—4 —— 15 ~17: heavens—John 21:15-17:
— ERIEFEHGINFE 5 AF iJ’_é’J BE A, A.This is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with Christ’s heavenly
ARBFIAP O£ 2, AR B, HRFHAH ministry to take care of God’s flock, which is the church that issues in the
8 TR, Body of Christ.
Z UTERET 6E, EREE: B. The following words of the apostle Paul confirm this:

I “ERIARMWERENRE RISV ECIEE - 1.“Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the Holy
WA ERHEE > ¥R E = 0 Bt HE CHYMm Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God,
BTSSRy —fE =428 - which He obtained through His own blood”—Acts 20:28.

2 VB XIBREVSRIE ALK TR RN EIE R — 2.“Fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock”—v. 29.
29 ﬁ °

sl ZKQ’]ZJE B AY AR ATRA A T HB 3.“God...brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of
@* MIEAH B3 —3fF=120 the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant”—Heb. 13:20.
B = Day 2

B ORE E XA AT . AE W K4, LB IV. Peter was so impressed with this commission of the Lord that:

— EHET R E, REREK, RAEF £ FA® Alnhis first book he tells the believers that they were like sheep being led
T 5%, deb2p)a BAEAARG R AF B E (AF) astray, but they have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (Christ)
T—HAT = 25, of their souls—1 Pet. 2:25.

ZHykE, FEKAEENPTAAPGES 4F  B.He exhorts the elders to shepherd the flock of God among them so that
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when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, they will receive the unfading
crown of glory—5:1-4.

C. Peter tells the elders that their obligation is to shepherd God’s flock
according to God—vv. 1-2:

1.According to God means that we must live God; we must have God on
hand.

2.When we are one with God, we become God in life and in nature but
not in the Godhead; then we have God and are the acting God in our
shepherding of others.

3.To shepherd according to God is to shepherd according to what God
is in His attributes—Ilove, light, holiness, and righteousness.

4.To shepherd according to God is to shepherd according to God’s
nature, desire, way, and glory, not according to man’s preference,
interest, and purpose.

D.Peter’s word indicates that the heavenly ministry of Christ is mainly to
shepherd the church of God as His flock, which issues in His Body.

V. The main purpose and goal of the apostolic ministry
incorporated with Christ’s heavenly ministry are to build up
the Body of Christ, which will consummate the New Jerusalem
for the accomplishment of the eternal economy of God.

VI. The matter of shepherding God’s flock for the main
purpose and ultimate consummation of the eternal
economy of God is referred to even in Song of Songs:

A.“Tell me, you whom my soul loves, Where do you pasture your flock [for
satisfaction]? / Where do you make it lie down at noon [for rest]?"—1:7a.
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Z “REHERMIEBAGRIZ, £RGLFEZ4H B.“Go forth on the footsteps of the flock, / And pasture your young goats /
WMAERKATKME) 54”7 —8 N TFo By the shepherds’ tents”—v. 8b.

= “KBHRABEK, RLEBEMN; HAEFALSE (L C“Mybeloved is mine, and I am his; / He pastures his flock among the
¥y, TEREANAE, RFREKLAFY lilies [the seekers of Christ who live a life of trusting in God with a single

AN) PHREE” —= 16, heart]"—2:16.
W O“REKGRA, AOWRALEK; EFAS  D.“I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine; / He pastures his flock
PR BEE” —5< 3, among the lilies”—6:3.
L — Day 3
K ABWELEEA T —FEZXH—FEM =, VIL WithoutJohn 21 as such an appendix, the Gospel of John
FLIR A A i [ i 69 45 R does not have an adequate and complete ending:

— W FEMTINRBEAERMN 2, EELHmE4M  Alf we do not know what shepherding is, the entire Gospel of John will be
HATEG; A KNBEKRAAR, &NFHAL in vain to us; it is only when we shepherd others that we can know John

INRA AT, AR RIT B AT R, in an intrinsic way; shepherding is the key to the Gospel of John.
= BMNL ARG H kR THLXE 4 B. We must take the shepherding way to preach the gospel and revive the church:

1 JATARZAE EEEEEICRA T > T FRET 1.We must not lord it over God'’s allotments but become patterns of the
B — AT 3 - flock—1 Pet. 5:3.

2 BA IR ELEZLEN T » FHHAHEE S 2.We must be willing to be slaves to the saints and must humble
FEXEEZTD ourselves under the saints.

3RENTDIRILYGR - R2IEHHE - (ER R A GRS 3.The elders should shepherd one another and love one another to be a
Ao model of the Body life.

4 TN IEEHE FHET— TR 2R - E 4.We must take care of the saints in everything and in every way for the
FEE DG TR - dispensing of Christ into them.

S AT ~ BRI R 0E o BB TR R R A - 5. We must contact and visit the saints and invite them to our home for meals.

Bl BAVL MR A T IR AR IR 6945 #£ 40 VIII. We need to shepherd people according to the pattern
KA, VAT AP KT8 % h— K L 36, & of the Lord Jesus in His ministry for carrying out God’s
+11: eternal economy—Matt. 9:36; John 10:11:
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Day 4

A.In Luke 15 the Lord Jesus unveiled the saving love of the Triune God for

sinners:

1.We need to follow the steps of the processed Triune God in seeking
and gaining fallen people—vv. 1-10, 17-18.
2.0ur not having the Father’s loving and forgiving heart and the Savior’s

shepherding and seeking spirit is the reason for our barrenness.

3.We need to cherish people (to make them happy and to make them feel
pleasant and comfortable) in the humanity of Jesus—Matt. 9:10; Luke 7:34.

4.We need to nourish people (to feed them with the all-inclusive
Christ in His ministry of three stages) in the divinity of Christ—Matt.
24:45-47.

B.Christ came not as a Judge but as a Physician to heal, recover, enliven,

and save the lepers (8:2-4), paralytics (vv. 5-13; 9:2-8), the fever-ridden
(8:14-15), the demon-possessed (vv. 16, 28-32), those ill with all kinds
of diseases (v. 16), despised tax collectors, and sinners (9:9-11) that they
might be reconstituted to become people of His heavenly kingdom—vv.
12-13.

Day 5

C. He had to pass through Samaria, purposely detouring to Sychar to gain

one immoral woman, cherishing her by asking her to give Him something
to drink that He might nourish her with the flowing Triune God as the
water of life—]John 4:3-14.

D.As the One without sin, He did not condemn the adulterous woman but

cherished her by forgiving her sins judicially and setting her free from her
sins organically—8:1-11, 32, 36.

E. He went to Jericho just to visit and gain one person, a chief tax collector,
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and His preaching was a shepherding—Luke 19:1-10.

F. He cherished the parents by laying His hands on their children—Matt.
19:13-15.

G.The first one saved by Christ through His crucifixion was a robber
sentenced to death—Luke 23:42-43.

H.In His heavenly ministry Christ as the High Priest, with a golden girdle
about His breasts, is cherishing and nourishing the churches—Rev. 1:12-13.

I. In His heavenly ministry Christ is the great Shepherd of the sheep to
consummate the New Jerusalem according to God’s eternal covenant—
Heb. 13:20-21.

IX. The apostles were a pattern of the glad tidings that they
spread—"“you know what kind of men we were among
you for your sake”—1 Thes. 1:5b:

A.In the church the most important thing is the person; the person is the
way, and the person is the Lord’s work; what you are is what you do—
John 5:19; 6:57; Phil. 1:19-26; Acts 20:18-35; Matt. 7:17-18; 12:33-37.

B. We need to follow the pattern of the apostles to pay more attention to life
than to work—John 12:24; 2 Cor. 4:12.

Day 6

C.Paul shepherded the saints as a nursing mother and an exhorting
father—1 Thes. 2:7-8, 11-12.

D.Paul shepherded the saints in Ephesus by teaching them “publicly and
from house to house” (Acts 20:20) and by admonishing each one of the
saints with tears even for as long as three years (vv. 31, 19), declaring to
them all the counsel of God (v. 27).
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A RTEFREME/R—MELS, 117, 12, E. He had an intimate concern for the believers—2 Cor. 7:3; Philem. 7, 12.

>~ T B[z AKF L, dFEH 35—  F.He came down to the weak ones’ level so that he could gain them—2 Cor.
#we+—28~29, #aTh 22, AK+=20, 11:28-29; 1 Cor. 9:22; cf. Matt. 12:20.

L AEFEZHOG%K, RELTRITAN, 4/ G He was willing to spend what he had, referring to his possessions, and to
B4, FFRTA ALY, BREIA—H®KE spend what he was, referring to his being, for the sake of the saints—2
+=15, Cor. 12:15.

AN WBREL SABEXZ4HBHR—, 4444 AT,  H.He was a drink offering, one with Christ as the wine producer, sacrificing
EANAFUET L B—RE=17, /13, $=2, himself for others’ enjoyment of Christ—Phil. 2:17; Judg. 9:13; Eph. 3:2.
R T O HENEIE, BARAAFANE, I. Paul indicated in his teaching that the church is a home to raise up people,
RELEHREANER, LRHFHEAAN a hospital to heal and recover them, and a school to teach and edify

FR—IB =19, ®EaT R 14, #aT+m 31, them—2:19; 1 Thes. 5:14; 1 Cor. 14:31.

B AP REENETA AHAHZIANT X “I hope that there will be a genuine revival among us
o, EEMNPHAAAEENE S, XEBA by our receiving this burden of shepherding. If all the
AR XFON, AT RE T4k, churches receive this teaching to participate in Christ’s
EIWNKREEZHAEA —KRKRGELX” (F wonderful shepherding, there will be a big revival in
HHE, WAN) —4rF_—_~—mg (=1 the recovery” (The Vital Groups, p. 40)—cf. Psa. 22—24
21 5-w1E1) (footnote 1 on 22:1 and footnote 1 on 24:1).
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

John 21:15-17 ...Jesus said to Simon Peter,...Do you love Me...? He
said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love You. He said to him,
Feed My lambs. He said to him again a second time,...Do you love
Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to
him, Shepherd My sheep. He said to him the third time,...Do you love
Me?...And he said to Him, Lord,...You know that I love You. Jesus said
to him, Feed My sheep.

John 21 reveals the apostolic ministry in cooperation with Christ’s heavenly
ministry. After Christ ascended to the heavens, He began His heavenly ministry. In
doing this, He raised up a group of His followers as His apostles who could fully
cooperate with Him. These apostles were commissioned by the ascended Christ
to cooperate with Him to carry out God’s New Testament economy. What He was
doing in the heavens, the apostles did on earth to carry out His heavenly ministry.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” p. 446)

Today’s Reading

The entire [Gospel of John] covers the earthly ministry of Christ, beginning
with His incarnation as the Word of God to become a man in the flesh (1:1-14)
and ending with His resurrection as the last Adam to become the life-giving Spirit
(ch. 20); hence, chapter 21 should be an appendix. Although it is correct to say
this, it is more intrinsic to say that John 21 is the completion and consummation
of the Gospel of John....[This chapter] consummates the entire Gospel of John by
showing that Christ’s heavenly ministry and the apostles’ ministry on the earth
cooperate together to carry out God’s New Testament economy.

In John 10:10, 11, and 16 the Lord unveiled to the disciples that He was the
good Shepherd who came that the sheep might have life abundantly.

First, the Lord’s shepherding was in His earthly ministry (Matt. 9:36). The
Lord saw the Israelites as sheep harassed by their leaders; they were cast away
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like sheep not having a shepherd. The Lord as the Shepherd of God’s elect prayed,
and God told His sent One to appoint twelve apostles that they might take care of
the sheep of God (10:1-6).

Second, the Lord’s shepherding is in His heavenly ministry (1 Pet. 5:4) to take
care of the church of God, issuing in His Body.

When the Lord stayed with His disciples after His resurrection and before His
ascension, in one of His appearings, He commissioned Peter to feed His lambs
and shepherd His sheep in His absence, while He is in the heavens (John 21:15-
17). Shepherding implies feeding, but it includes much more than feeding. To
shepherd is to take all-inclusive tender care of the flock.

This is to incorporate the apostolic ministry with Christ’s heavenly ministry to
take care of God’s flock, which is the church that issues in the Body of Christ.

In Acts 20:28 Paul told the elders of Ephesus, “Take heed to yourselves and to
all the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd
the church of God, which He obtained [or, purchased] through His own blood.”
Although Paul was on an urgent trip back to Jerusalem, while he was journeying,
he sent word for the elders in Ephesus to come to him.

Paul said that “fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock” (v.
29). The flock is the church.

Paul says in Hebrews 13:20, “God...brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant.” The eternal
covenant is the covenant of the new testament to gain a flock, which is the
church issuing in the Body and consummating the New Jerusalem. The eternal
covenant of God is to consummate the New Jerusalem by the shepherding. God
raised up our Lord from the dead to be the great Shepherd to consummate the
New Jerusalem according to God’s eternal covenant. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4,
“Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” pp. 446-448)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John,” ch. 13
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 5:1-2 Therefore the elders among you | exhort, who am a fellow
elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, who am also a partaker of
the glory to be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing
not under compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain
through base means but eagerly.

Peter was so impressed with this commission of the Lord that in his first book
he tells the believers that they were like sheep being led astray, but they have
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (Christ) of their souls (2:25). Christ’s
shepherding of His flock includes His caring for their outward things and also
their inner being, their souls. He takes care of the things concerning their souls by
overseeing their souls. Christ indwells us to be our life and everything, but He is
also overseeing, observing, the condition and situation of our inner being. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” p. 448)

Today’s Reading

In his first Epistle, Peter speaks of Christ being the Shepherd and Overseer of
our soul, our inner being and real person (2:25). Then in 5:1-2 he tells the elders
that their obligation is to shepherd God’s flock according to God. According to
God means that we must live God. We must have God on hand. We have God in
our understanding, in our theology, and in our teaching, but we may not live
God when we are shepherding people. When we are one with God, we become
God. Then we have God and are God in our shepherding of others. To shepherd
according to God is to shepherd according to what God is in His attributes. God is
love, light, holiness, and righteousness. “According to God” is at least according to
these four attributes of God. We must shepherd the young ones, the weak ones,
and the backsliding ones according to these four attributes. Then we will be good
shepherds. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 114)

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 3



BAEAY KR, SWEEMORE. SE. FERR
W, MK AGRAT. SABAe B a9, MK 0 Ri%
FRMNHEL, ASRIFEmEH. R, HAZR
EAPG L, B2, SEREFMER. FREHL
M R¥AEAGG R, AL, FRAFERER (K
BATPAEGFIERE, Z2=-0) .

AR (ERMAE—FwWYH ) 6964590, AKX E
IR F I RORNAWN B, RANGHE, &%
WA F AR, M RBFHEABRLLRELHOE
Z A WA B AR, 75 RBEELABOGR, LW RN
IRFEHA, VAT AT K IT 69 22 45

R F AR KT B Y £ B B Y A M AR T A T AT 89
HE, AMFLEELBK P LRI, ERES P, X
BA KRR F KAt ie Ky A, - —FLH EF,
FREB, “ROHTEE, RAEFFK, REML
KA&FBTH (HEHL) ? FEATRAE FEBRE (A
B, JeiRay F EAHOGRERARME Fa, 7
(8TF) AEEHMKZTF, AFSAMKA, XF%
M AMEACATIR AN 10, BFE R A A AT P e 2 4L,
AR AACAT B S Sh

—ZFFTUL, “KRBOBRABK, RLEMK; A
BAE (RE—0y, TEEFEAANGEET, mFEKE
BeAN) P #EE, 7 T AN H %845
—HWFRKE, B, RERMAEAN, Fagaiemn,
FRAMNK K, - ~F=FTH, “KRBKRGRA, &K
RAAE K ; WAER S PHATEF, 7 HIAHEH,
ST eMaEPZEaEHNRKK, TREZTEZG (X%

tELEhIRE, —ANZE—FNER) .

Bz EHHE, BB

O N\EFEFEMRKERASEERIG-FE6 R BEBMES -4 71

To oversee according to God means according to God’s nature, desire, way, and
glory, not according to man’s preference, interest, and purpose. The elders should
not oversee according to their opinion, concept, or likes or dislikes. Instead, they
should oversee according to God'’s choice, desire, intention, and preference. The
elders must oversee the church altogether according to God’s thought, feeling,
will, and choice. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 293)

Peter’s word [in 1 Peter 5:1-4] indicates that the heavenly ministry of Christ
is mainly to shepherd the church of God as His flock, which issues in His Body.
The main purpose and goal of the apostolic ministry incorporated with Christ’s
heavenly ministry are to build up the Body of Christ, which will consummate the
New Jerusalem for the accomplishment of the eternal economy of God.

This matter of shepherding God’s flock for the main purpose and ultimate
consummation of the eternal economy of God is referred to even in Song
of Songs. In this book Christ shepherds His seeker and pursuer. In Song of
Songs 1:7a the seeker says, “Tell me, you whom my soul loves, Where do you
pasture your flock [for satisfaction]? / Where do you make it lie down at noon
[for rest]?” The Shepherd responds to the seeker by saying, “Go forth on the
footsteps of the flock, / And pasture your young goats / By the shepherds’
tents” (v. 8b). Under the Lord as the Chief Shepherd there are many other
shepherds. The many shepherds pasture their young by their tents, that is,
where they live.

Song of Songs 2:16 says, “My beloved is mine, and I am his; / He pastures
his flock among the lilies [the seekers of Christ who live a life of trusting in God
with a single heart].” The Lord is pasturing all His seekers as lilies, taking care
of them, feeding them, and shepherding them that they may grow. Song of Songs
6:3 says, “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine; / He pastures his flock
among the lilies.” To shepherd the believers is very crucial for their growth in
life. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” pp.
448-449)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” ch. 7
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 5:3 Nor as lording it over your allotments but by becoming
patterns of the flock.

John 10:11 I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His
life for the sheep.

John 21 is a chapter on shepherding...This chapter is not merely an appendix
but also the completion and consummation of the Gospel of John, a book on Christ
being God coming to be our life....Eventually, such a book has a conclusion on
shepherding. If we do not know what shepherding is, the entire Gospel of John
will be in vain to us. It is only when we shepherd others that we can know John in
an intrinsic way. Shepherding is the key to the Gospel of John.

John 21:15 says, “Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me
more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” Peter said,
“Lord, You know,” because he had denied the Lord three times. He lost his natural
confidence in his love toward the Lord. In restoring Peter’s love toward Him, the
Lord charged him to shepherd and feed His sheep. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The
Vital Groups,” p. 114)

Today’s Reading

Without John 21 the Gospel of John does not have an adequate and complete
ending. [We need to take] the shepherding way to preach the gospel and revive
the church. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of
John,” pp. 449-450)

First Peter 5:3 says, “Nor as lording it over your allotments but by becoming
patterns of the flock.” To lord it over others is to exercise lordship over those who
are ruled (Matt. 20:25). Among the believers, besides Christ there should be no
lord. All should be servants, even slaves (Matt. 20:26-27; 23:10-11). The elders in
the church can only take the leadership (not the lordship), which all the believers

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2018) - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 5



Ragaran (A4 E) , PIA 893 AR % 3 & HF 3R 1
R

A 8 K HR iR AR AR, KR ERARA
EAG, HAL A . ERBIFAE B T )
b9 . WRAFIT L ARSRL, BB h KEHA, L AEI AP,
HE K 6yizde A TAERAL, 5 Lk B E A T
F Ao

CRTEFARMEG AL, RIAE— M, RHE
F, BRI L, £RGF 7 X2
TFTaOWBEE, BATGAMGZ L, HRLEKEFR
M4t =, FAEIENBE, - BEREWHY
B Foil by T A, KB FEAY IR AT 94
B, A a3 2 s b BE, —
W B ARG F N, TAKREANGZ A, {2ibe
FAR B A p B KEN, EAEMNBME A, H4k
B, NMadeih, BRRAYHIBRALEREMNBEE.
BAKITREAG F L, £EKE AT ELZMEN L
Z BAW—3H . - KEMRIZEF £ I
b, TaAEEFAEA. XAV, Ak F
AEFBE DA, HIEATARM (RFTHSL£6%
%, ZA=ZF=ZFWR) ,

MR Ao F R BV L S, & EALHRABH
K AAPET A AR GARE KA988, AL T Ak
K% by B AR—RF IR IE A . e B R T A BAMNA
FRRATRIL B Z IRE LM E T (B HE,
FWESSAERN) o

HAN T F—PAT T ITEHRAVEG . RATER
FEAR, REABH RO ZBHEITELANT.
HERFRMNBEZZENE, LEAPARTERKF
Ao EXZIRKME F IR A, KMLMERKITA (K
NG %M, —OR) o

Kk FEAHE, HNAo

O N\EFEFEMRKERASEETIG-FE6 R BEBMES - 631

should honor and follow (1 Thes. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17).

All the elders should be slaves of the saints. It is not adequate for the elders
even to be servants; they must be slaves. This is something Peter learned from
the Lord Himself. Peter heard the Lord Jesus say that those who desire to become
great must be slaves. Elders should regard themselves as slaves, and the brothers
and sisters as their masters.

Literally, the word allotments means “lots, portions”; hence, “allotments,
portions entrusted.” Here this word refers to the flock. The churches are God'’s
possession, allotted to the elders as their allotments, their portions, entrusted
to them by God for their care. The church is God’s flock and His possession. The
elders have been appointed by God to be shepherds of the flock. Hence, God
has allotted the church in their locality to them for their care. The church in
a particular locality is God’s possession; it is not the possession of the elders.
But God has allotted that church to the elders so that they may care for it and
shepherd it. Furthermore, the church is only allotted to the elders for their
care temporarily. For eternity the church is God’s possession. Even the elders
themselves are a part of the church as the possession of God. Instead of lording it
over the allotments, the elders should become patterns of the flock. This means
that they take the lead to serve and care for the church so that the believers may
follow. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 294-295)

Shepherding and teaching are our obligation as a charge given to us by the
Lord. This is the basic way ordained by God in the building up of the Body of
Christ to consummate His eternal goal—the New Jerusalem...The Gospels reveal
Christ’s shepherding and teaching in His ministry for carrying out God’s eternal
economy. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 105)

[ care for only one thing—to carry out what the Lord has charged us to do. We all need
to rise up and put everything of the unscriptural practice of Christianity under our feet.
The number one thing we should do in these days is to visit people in their homes. This is
to follow the pattern of the Lord Jesus. We must go to visit people. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 3,
“Elders’ Training, Book 9: The Eldership and the God-ordained Way (1),” pp. 38-39)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” ch. 6
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 9:36 And seeing the crowds, He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were harassed and cast away like sheep not having a shepherd.

Luke 15:20 And he rose up and came to his own father. But while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion,
and he ran and fell on his neck and kissed him affectionately.

Luke 15:4 says, “Which man of you, who has a hundred sheep and has lost
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the
one which is lost until he finds it?” Here the “wilderness” signifies the world. The
shepherd going into the wilderness to seek the lost sheep indicates that the Son
has come to the world to be with men (John 1:14).

Luke 15:5-6 continues, “And when he finds it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. And when he comes into his house, he calls together his friends and his
neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost.” Here we see the Savior’s saving strength and His saving love. (Life-study of
Luke, p. 291)

Today’s Reading

Shepherding is something divine. In order to be a shepherd, we must be
a witness of Christ, a member of Christ, and a brother of Christ, sharing His
sonship...We need to shepherd people. This is the way to be fruitful, to have
the multiplication and the increase. If this kind of fellowship is received by us, |
believe there will be a big revival on the earth, not by a few spiritual giants but by
the many members of Christ’'s Body being shepherds who follow the steps of the
processed Triune God in seeking and gaining fallen people. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 92-93)

The spirit of not shepherding and seeking others and being without love and
forgiveness is spreading in the recovery everywhere. [ believe that not having the
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Father’s loving and forgiving heart and not having the Savior’s shepherding and
seeking spirit is the reason for our barrenness. I realize that you all work hard,
but there is almost no fruit. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “A Word of Love to the Co-
workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord,” p. 31)

To cherish people is to make them happy, pleasant, and comfortable; to nourish
people is to feed them with the all-inclusive Christ in His full ministry in His three
stages....He takes care of the churches as the lampstands in His humanity as the
Son of Man to cherish them.

He is also the High Priest with His divinity as the “energy belt” to nourish us
with Himself....His nourishing the churches in His divinity is so that the churches
may grow and mature in His divine life and become the overcomers in His sevenfold
intensification. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 151, 158)

While the Lord Jesus was enjoying a feast with tax collectors and sinners, the
Pharisees criticized and condemned Him, and they asked the disciples why their
teacher ate with such people (Matt. 9:10-11). The Lord took the opportunity...to
give a very pleasant revelation of Himself as the Physician: “Those who are strong
have no need of a physician, but those who are ill” (v. 12). The Lord was telling the
Pharisees that the tax collectors and sinners were “patients,” sick ones, and that
to them He was not a judge but a physician, a healer...The judgment of a judge is
according to righteousness, whereas the healing of a physician is according to mercy
and grace. Those whom the Lord made people of His heavenly kingdom were lepers
(Matt. 8:2-4), paralytics (8:5-13; 9:2-8), the fever-ridden (8:14-15), the demon-
possessed (8:16, 28-32), those sick of all kinds of illnesses (8:16), the despised
tax collectors, and sinners (9:9-11)...He came to minister as a physician, to heal,
recover, enliven, and save them so that they might be reconstituted to be citizens of
the kingdom of the heavens. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 490-491)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 4, 11; “A
Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord,” ch. 2
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 13:20 Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead
our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal
covenant.

Rev. 1:13 And in the midst of the lampstands One like the Son of Man,
clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girded about at the
breasts with a golden girdle.

When Christ as the God-Savior wanted to save an immoral woman of Samaria,
He traveled from Judea to Galilee through Samaria, He detoured from the main
way of Samaria to the city of Sychar, and He waited at the well of Jacob, near
Sychar, for His object to come that He might cherish her by asking her to give Him
something to drink so that He might nourish her with the water of life, which is
the flowing Triune God Himself (John 4:1-14)...He waited at the well of Jacob for
her to come in order to cherish her so that she could be nourished with the living
water of the Triune God. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 149)

Today’s Reading

[In John 8 a] sinful woman was accused by the scribes and Pharisees, but
eventually they were condemned by Christ. None of them could condemn her,
and they all left. The Lord said to the woman, “Has no one condemned you?” She
said, “No one, Lord.” Then He said, “Neither do I condemn you” (vv. 10-11). This is
cherishing. None of the scribes and Pharisees could say that he was without sin.
The Son of Man is the unique One without sin, so He was the only one qualified to
condemn the sinful woman, but He would not do it. He came not to condemn the
lost but to save them.

The first gospel preacher, Christ, carried out His ministry by shepherding.
He went to Jericho just to visit one person, a chief tax collector (Luke 19:1-10).
He did not go there to hold a big gospel campaign with thousands of people. His
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desire was to preach the gospel to gain one person, and His preaching was a
shepherding. When His disciples rejected people bringing their children to Him,
He stopped their preventing and asked them to bring the children to Him, and He
cherished the parents by laying His hands on their children (Matt. 19:13-15). The
disciples’ preventing surely offended the parents. Quite often we are preventing
people instead of cherishing people. The Lord stopped the disciples’ preventing.

While Christ was being crucified on the cross, two robbers were crucified with
Him (27:38). One of them said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your
kingdom” (Luke 23:42). Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you, Today you shall be
with Me in Paradise” (v. 43). The first one saved by Christ through His crucifixion
was not a gentleman but a criminal, a robber, sentenced to death. This is very
meaningful.

Christ is the best model of cherishing and nourishing as seen in Revelation
1. In verses 12 and 13 John said, “I turned to see the voice that spoke with me;
and when I turned, [ saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the
lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment reaching to the feet,
and girded about at the breasts with a golden girdle.” This shows that Christ is
taking care of the lampstands by being the Son of Man with a long garment. This
garment is the priestly robe (Exo. 28:33-35), which shows that Christ is our great
High Priest. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 135-136, 113,
148,123, 154)

In 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9 Paul reminds the Thessalonians that, in the matter
of orderly living, the apostles were a pattern to them: “For you yourselves know
how you ought to imitate us, because we were not disorderly among you; nor
did we eat bread as a gift from anyone, but in labor and hardship we worked
night and day so that we would not be burdensome to any of you; not because
we do not have the right, but in order that we might give ourselves to you as a
pattern that you might imitate us.” The apostles were for the building up of the
church in all things (2 Cor. 12:19). They were absolutely not disorderly among
the believers but were a pattern for the believers to imitate. (Life-study of 2
Thessalonians, p. 57)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 9-10
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