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BAaEAIAL B R F 5 The Spiritual Warfare Of The Church As The New Man

B Banners

D BEERAHFALIRINERE R0 F 8, (D The church as the new man must engage in spiritual warfare to
A AP B9 LB, M AY B9 2 g, defeat God’s enemy, fulfill God’s purpose, and bring in the kingdom
A EAY A9 [ of God.

@ iz e, ABEEQEINLSFEH  (2)0nthe day of His wedding, Christ will marry those who have been
A E F R A LA, AF fighting the battle against God’s enemy for years; that is, Christ will
ZRBEIRC AR EGFEE, marry the overcomers, who have already overcome the evil one.

QAREITWKEE, ZMAAKRT L, (3)In the Lord’s recovery today we are on a battlefield, fighting
R HF&R, EANEFEELS against the satanic forces so that we may gain more of Christ for the
a9 Bl g B 69 F K, building up of the Body of Christ.

@) — /N EMHA, THRMBAET—d1, Y4 (4)A person who praises God transcends everything to glorify God
RIBAFETEBENEFN: BVYS 513 and display Christ’s victory; may God gain abundant praises, even
FAILMa R £, sLAMAIEEGR, the sacrifice of praise, from His children.
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Message One

The Church as the New Man Engaging in Spiritual Warfare
to Defeat God’s Enemy and to Bring In the Kingdom of God

Outline
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26, 28; Eph. 2:15; 4:24; 6:11-13; Rev. 11:15; Psa. 110:3a

Day 1

[. The church as the new man accomplishes God’s eternal
purpose—Eph. 1:9, 11; 2:15-16; 3:9; 4:22-24:

A.God’s intention in His creation of man was to have a corporate man to
express Him and represent Him—Gen. 1:26, 28:

1.God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the one new man in
God’s new creation—Eph. 2:15; 4:24; Col. 3:10-11.

2.The church as the new man is the corporate man in God’s intention,
and this new man will fulfill the twofold purpose of expressing God
and representing Him—Gen. 1:26, 28.

B.God created a corporate man to represent Him by having dominion over
all things—wv. 26, 28:

1.God’s intention in giving man dominion is for him to subdue God’s
enemy, Satan, who rebelled against God, to recover the earth, and to
exercise God’s authority over the earth in order that the kingdom of God
may come to the earth, the will of God may be done on earth, and the
glory of God may be manifested on earth—vv. 26, 28; Matt. 6:10, 13b.

2.God’s intention that man would have dominion over all things will be
fulfilled by the church as the new man—Eph. 2:15; Col. 3:10-11.
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Day 2

C. If man has not restored the earth from the usurpation of Satan, he has not
yet achieved God’s purpose in creating him—Gen. 1:28:

1.Dealing with Satan is for the benefit of God and satisfies God’s need.

2.Dealing with Satan requires that we pay a price that is extremely
great; self must be utterly abandoned.

3.In order to recover the earth from the hand of Satan, we must be
wholly and absolutely for God and His purpose—Rom. 12:2; 8:28.

D.The church as the corporate new man is the corporate warrior to defeat
God’s enemy and to bring in the kingdom of God—Eph. 4:24; 6:11, 13:

1.The church as a warrior is an aspect of the church as the new man—
2:15.

2.The church as the new man is a warrior fighting against God’s enemy,
for the new man fulfills God’s purpose to express God and to fight
against God’s enemy for God’s dominion, God’s kingdom—Gen. 1:26,
28; Rev. 11:15.

Day 3

II. In order to know God’s economy, we need to see the
spiritual things behind the physical things, the spiritual
world behind the physical world—Dan. 10:12-13, 20-21:

A.lItis crucial for us to see that behind the physical scene a spiritual struggle,
a struggle not seen with human eyes, is taking place.

B.In our fighting we deal not with things that appear on the surface but
with the power of darkness behind these things—Eph. 2:6; 6:12; S. S.
4:8.
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C. Revelation 12 presents a great vision concerning the war in heaven—the
warfare in the universe between God and His enemy; the vision in this
chapter unveils the true situation in the universe—the view that God’s
enemy is fighting against Him—vv. 1-4, 7-9, 13, 17.

Day 4

I1I. Spiritual warfare is necessary because Satan’s will is set
against God’s will—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; Isa. 14:12-14:

A.If we would know how the church as the new man can be God’s warrior to
engage in spiritual warfare, we need to realize that in the universe there
are three wills—the divine will, the satanic will, and the human will—Rev.
4:11.

B. Spiritual warfare has its source in the conflict between the divine will and
the satanic will—Matt. 6:10:

1.Lucifer’s pride in his high position and beauty gave rise to an evil
intention, which became the satanic will—Ezek. 28:12-19; Isa.
14:12-15.

2.Before the archangel of God rose up to contradict the divine will, there
was no war in the universe; the rebellion of Lucifer was the beginning
of all the fighting that is now taking place among nations, in society, in
the family, and within individuals—cf. Rev. 12:3-11; Gal. 5:17.

C. God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan; for
this, the human will must stand with the divine will—Gen. 1:26; Matt.
26:39; 12:30; 7:21.

Day 5

D.As the church, our fighting is to subdue the satanic will and defeat God’s
enemy—Eph. 6:11-13.
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HEZFEROBNOREHEWWE—Z T — IV.The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the

15, +=10: kingdom of God—Rev. 11:15; 12:10:
— BREFRTAMNGE SHEGEZ A F K — A Spiritual warfare is the warfare between the kingdom of God and the
X+=26, 28, kingdom of Satan—Matt. 12:26, 28.
— AwELRS AT R, 249 E kI, #E 2 B.The kingdom of God will not come automatically; in order for the kingdom
B REGFR—22~29 T, of God to come, there is the need of spiritual fighting—vv. 22-29.
ZBAMBRAHRRUE AR AR LG F K, B4 C The responsibility of the church is to continue the warfare that Christ
SRR R TAE, MR E—k = fought on the earth; the church must continue the victorious work that
14, 92 =8TF, =15, #F—mW/L5~9, Christ has carried out against Satan—Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8b; Col. 2:15;
Psa. 149:5-9.
) Day 6
W A ERAAYFEENITE, A9 S 54 D.The kingdom of God is the exercise of the divine will and the overthrowing
Mpie eyt /1 — K55 10, of the power of Satan by the power of God—Matt. 6:10.
A A 2T RARAA, AT AR T IEE TE4 A4 E. Wherever the devil has been cast out and wherever the work of the enemy
A he ) B, sLAATE) EIE S T—1 = 28, has been displaced by God’s power, the kingdom of God is there—12:28.
2 “LRFERGE T, ROREUEAKANE V. “Your people will offer themselves willingly / In the day
i, sk T” —F——0O3 L: of Your warfare, / In the splendor of their consecration”—
Psa. 110:3a:
— B RGBEXH, AMNASEELT S KM E  Alna spiritual sense, we are now in the day of Christ’s warfare, and for this
T, Ak, HAVLRMRAHSRE—F == 18, we need to be a voluntary offering, a freewill offering—Lev. 22:18; Deut.
v+ 6. 12:6.

Z AMEAREEZGF K, AEMAMGIESFF  B.Inorder to engage in spiritual warfare to defeat God’s enemy and bring in
#APE, LERENHA MR EKRL T, & the kingdom of God, we need an absolute and thorough consecration to
AR XA R —FHBIE—F—— the Lord; in the eyes of God, such a consecration is a matter of splendor—
O3k, Psa. 110:3a.
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« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:26 And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; and let them have dominion...

28 And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion...

God’s creation of man in Genesis 1 is a picture of the new man in God’s new
creation. This means that the old creation is a figure, a type, of the new creation. In
God'’s old creation the central character is man. It is the same in God’s new creation.
Therefore, in both the old creation and the new creation man is the center.

God created man in His own image (Gen. 1:26) and then gave man His
dominion. Image is for expression. God wants man to be His expression.
Dominion, however, is a matter not of expression but of representation. God wants
man to represent Him in His authority for His dominion. In the old creation man
was created to have God’s image to express Him and also to have His dominion to
represent Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2302)

Today’s Reading

The image refers to God’s positive intention, and dominion to God’s negative
intention. God’s positive intention is that man would express Him, whereas God’s
negative intention is that man would deal with God’s enemy, Satan, the devil. In the
universe God has a problem, the problem of dealing with His enemy. Since God’s enemy,
the devil, is a creature, God will not deal with him directly Himself; instead, He will deal
with him by man, a creature of His creation. God deals with His enemy through man.
Hence, in God’s creation of man there were two intentions. The positive intention is
that man would bear God’s image for His expression; the negative intention is that man
would have God’s dominion to represent Him to deal with His enemy.

In the old creation the dominion given to man was limited to the earth. This
means that in the old creation the dealing with God’s enemy was restricted to

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1
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the earth. However, in God’s new creation the dominion has been enlarged to
the entire universe. Eventually, the church as the new man is the man in God'’s
intention. God wanted a man, and in the old creation He created a figure, a type,
not the real man. The real man is the man Christ created on the cross through His
all-inclusive death.

The term the new man reminds us of the old man. The old man did not fulfill
God’s dual purpose. However, the new man in God’s new creation does fulfill
the twofold purpose of expressing God and dealing with God’s enemy. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2302-2303)

God created a corporate man not only to express Himself with His image but
also to represent Him by exercising His dominion over all things. God’s intention
in giving man dominion is (1) to subdue God’s enemy, Satan, who rebelled against
God; (2) to recover the earth, which was usurped by Satan; and (3) to exercise
God’s authority over the earth in order that the kingdom of God may come to
the earth, the will of God may be done on the earth, and the glory of God may be
manifested on the earth (Matt. 6:10, 13b).

God’s intention that man would express God in His image and represent God
with His dominion is fulfilled not in Adam as the first man (1 Cor. 15:45a), the
old man (Rom. 6:6), but in Christ as the second man (1 Cor. 15:47b and footnote
2), the new man (Eph. 2:15 and footnote 8), comprising Christ Himself as the
Head and the church as His Body (Eph. 1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12 and footnote 2;
Col. 3:10-11 and footnote 9 on verse 11). It is fully fulfilled in the overcoming
believers, who live Christ for His corporate expression (Phil. 1:19-26) and
will have authority over the nations and reign as co-kings with Christ in the
millennium (Rev. 2:26-27; 20:4, 6). It will ultimately be fulfilled in the New
Jerusalem, which will express God’s image, having His glory and bearing His
appearance (Rev. 4:3a; 21:11, 18a), and also exercise God’s divine authority
to maintain God’s dominion over the entire universe for eternity (Rev. 21:24;
22:5). (Gen. 1:26, footnote 5)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, pp. 94-107
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand
against the stratagems of the devil.

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

When God created man, He spoke of what He needed. He revealed His need to
have man rule and reign over all His creation and proclaim His triumph. Ruling for
God is not a small thing; it is a great matter....This is God’s work, and this is what
God desires to obtain.

If man has not restored the earth from the hand of Satan, he has not yet
achieved God’s purpose in creating him....Saving souls solves man'’s need, but
dealing with Satan satisfies God’s need. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p.
11)

Today’s Reading

Brothers and sisters, [dealing with Satan] requires us to pay a price....Preaching
the gospel demands that we pay a price, but a much greater price must be paid to
deal with Satan.

This is not a matter of a message or a teaching. This requires our practice,
and the price is extremely great. If we are to be men whom God will use to
overthrow all of Satan’s work and authority, we must obey the Lord completely
and absolutely!..We may hold on to something of ourselves in our study of the
Scriptures, in preaching the gospel, in helping the church or the brothers, but
when we are dealing with Satan, self must be utterly abandoned. Satan will never
be moved by us if self is preserved. May God open our eyes to see that His purpose
demands that we be wholly and absolutely for Him. A double-minded person can
never deal with Satan. May God speak this word to our hearts. (CWWN, vol. 34,
“The Glorious Church,” pp. 11-12)
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Ephesians 6:10-20 reveals that the church, which is the new man, needs to
fight against the enemy of God...The warrior is not a status of the church but
an aspect of the church as the new man. The new man has the obligation of
fighting against God’s enemy. This is indicated in Genesis 1, where we are told
that when God created the old man, He commissioned him to bear His image
for His expression and to have His dominion for His representation to deal with
the enemy...The new man in the new creation also has the twofold obligation
of bearing God’s image to express Him and of fighting against God’s enemy.
Therefore, the church as the new man is a warrior fighting against God’s enemy,
for the new man is now fulfilling God’s purpose to express God and to fight
against God’s enemy for God’s dominion, God’s kingdom.

In Ephesians 6:12 Paul says, “Our wrestling is not against blood and flesh
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.” Blood and flesh
refers to human beings. Behind men of blood and flesh are the evil forces of the
devil, fighting against God’s purpose. Hence, our wrestling, our fighting, must
not be against men but against the evil spiritual forces in the heavenlies. The
principalities, the authorities, and the world-rulers of this darkness are the
rebellious angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God and who now
rule in the heavenlies over the nations of the world. This darkness refers to
today’s world, which is fully under the dark ruling of the devil through his evil
angels. The world-rulers of this darkness are the princes Satan has set up to rule
the various nations. Because of the working of Satan, who is the authority of
darkness, the earth and its atmosphere have become “this darkness.” The spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenlies are Satan and his spiritual forces of evil in the air.
The warfare between the church and Satan is a battle between us who love the
Lord and who are in His church and the evil powers in the heavenlies. We must
fight against these spiritual forces. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
2321-2322)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1972,
vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” ch. 7
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.

Rev. 12:9 And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient serpent, he
who is called the Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole inhabited
earth; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast down with him.

After the visions seen by Daniel in Daniel 7 through 9, Daniel saw the vision
concerning the destiny of Israel. However, before we are told of the vision Daniel
saw concerning Israel’s destiny in chapter 11, chapter 10 shows us the spiritual
world behind the physical. For us to know God’s economy and to know that in
God’s economy Christ is the centrality and universality of God’s move, we need
to see the spiritual things behind the physical. What we see outwardly is the
physical world, but behind the physical world is the spiritual. (Life-study of
Daniel, p. 91)

Today’s Reading

While Daniel was praying for [twenty-one] days, a spiritual struggle was
taking place in the air between two spirits, one belonging to Satan and the other
belonging to God. They were fighting because the sent angelic messenger (he
might have been Gabriel) had been sent by God in answer to Daniel’s prayer.
Michael came to help the sent angelic messenger. Just as the archangel Michael
fought in Jude 9, so he came in to fight here in Daniel. The crucial point we need to
see is that behind the scene a spiritual struggle, a struggle not seen with physical
eyes, was taking place. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 96)

We know that what hinders the gospel is not the outward environment
but Satan. We know that what usurps men and causes them not to love the
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Lord is neither human ties, nor the world, nor the flesh, but the satanic power
of darkness. We know also that the reason for all the confusion, striving,
indifference, and corruption in the church is naught else but Satan. Therefore, we
do not deal with things that appear on the surface, but, through the position and
authority of ascension, we deal with the power of darkness that schemes behind
these things and reigns on the earth. (The Experience of Life, p. 371)

[ am burdened that we would all see the vision in Revelation chapter 12....It is
a great vision regarding what is taking place in the entire universe. The woman
in this vision has been representing the people of God since the fall of man in
Genesis 3. The woman not only represents God’s people but also God Himself. In
front of the woman is a dragon signifying God’s enemy. Throughout the centuries,
the war has been between the woman and the serpent, the dragon.

The worldly people can see only the obvious outward things: commerce,
politics, industry, education, war. If you ask them the meaning of all this, they
would say that they do not know. They only know to obtain an education so that
they may have a good job to earn a good living. They do not have the vision of
what is taking place in the universe. But we see clearly what is going on. A woman
symbolizes God’s people and represents God. In a positive sense, the wife always
represents her husband....It is wonderful to have a wife to represent you in a good
way. This signifies that we, the people of God, are His wife and that we need to
represent Him adequately. God is the unique husband, and we, the unique wife,
represent Him. But God has an enemy. First, this enemy was a little serpent.
Eventually, however, it became a great dragon who is now in front of us. If you do
not have this vision, you will be blind, not knowing what is taking place on earth
or in the universe. Praise the Lord that it is not simply a matter of education,
industry, commerce, diplomacy, etc., but a matter of warfare between the people
of God and God’s enemy. This war has been raging throughout the centuries, and
it is still raging today. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 447-448)

Further Reading: Life-study of Daniel, msg. 15; Life-study of Genesis, msg. 7
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also
on earth.

7:21 Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the
kingdom of the heavens, but he who does the will of My Father who is in
the heavens.

In 1928 Brother Nee held his first overcomer conference on spiritual
warfare...Brother Nee pointed out that in the universe there are three wills: the
divine will, the satanic will, and the human will. If we would know how the church
can be God’s warrior to engage in spiritual warfare, we must know these three
wills, these three intentions. God’s will, being self-existing, is eternal, uncreated.
As created beings, the angels also have a will. One of these angels, an archangel,
was appointed by God to rule the universe that existed before the creation of
Adam. Because of his high position and his beauty, this archangel became proud.
This pride gave rise to an evil intention, which became the satanic will. (Life-study
of Ephesians, p. 526)

Today’s Reading

All warfare has its source in this conflict of wills. Before the satanic will rose up to
contradict the divine will, there was no war in the universe. The controversy in the
universe began with the rebellion of the archangel against God. That rebellion was the
beginning of all the fighting that is now taking place among nations, in society, in the
family, and in individuals. Throughout history there have been wars between nations,
groups, persons, and even within individuals. For example, you may experience an
inner warfare between your reason and your lust. All the different kinds of warfare
have their source in the controversy between the divine will and the satanic will.

At a particular time, God created man and endowed him with a human will
that was free. It is because of God’s greatness that He gave man a free will. A great
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person will never compel anyone to follow him. By giving man a free will, God was
indicating that He would not force man to obey Him.

In Genesis 2 we see that man was free to exercise his will to eat either of
the tree of life or of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. These two trees
represent the divine will and the satanic will, respectively. Hence, in the garden
there was a triangular situation, with the tree of life representing the divine
will, the tree of knowledge representing the satanic will, and Adam representing
the human will. Actually, the tree of life denotes God Himself, and the tree of
knowledge denotes Satan. Therefore, there were three persons—God, Satan, and
man—each one with a will.

Although there were three wills, the controversy involved just two parties—
God and Satan. The crucial issue was whether man would choose the divine will
or the satanic will. If the human will stood with the divine will, then God’s will
would be accomplished. But if the human will took sides with the satanic will,
Satan’s will would be carried out, at least temporarily. As we all know man chose
to follow Satan and sided with the satanic will. Therefore, Satan was victorious
temporarily. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 526-527)

Some may ask: Why doesn’t God Himself cast Satan into the bottomless pit
or the lake of fire? Our answer is: God can do it, but He does not want to do it
Himself. We do not know why He will not do it Himself, but we do know how He
is going to do it. God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created
man for this purpose. God wants the creature to deal with the creature. He wants
His creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan in order to bring the earth
back to God. The man whom He created is being used by Him for this purpose.

The work of God requires that man exercise authority to have dominion over
all things created by Him. God needs an authority in His creation, and He has
chosen man to be that authority...We are on this earth not merely for man’s need
but even more for God’s need. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” pp. 10-11)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 63; CWWL, 1963, vol. 3, “Basic
Principles for the Practice of the Church Life,” ch. 6
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 11:15 ...And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and
He will reign forever and ever.

12:10 ...Now has come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of
our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers
has been cast down, who accuses them before our God day and night.

We have seen that as the new man the church should walk according to truth
and by grace and that as the bride the church should live in love and in light.
However, not only must God’s eternal purpose be fulfilled and the desire of
Christ’s heart be satisfied, but God’s enemy must be defeated. For this, the church
must be a warrior. Even in the Song of Songs we see that as the seeking one enjoys
the Lord’s presence, the fighting is going on. Therefore, we walk according to truth
and by grace, we live in love and light, and we fight to subdue the satanic will.
Our walk is for the fulfillment of God’s purpose, our living is for the satisfaction of
Christ, and our fighting is for the defeat of God’s enemy. (Life-study of Ephesians,
pp. 529-530)

Today’s Reading

The reason we must know the Body, know the ascension, and reign is that we
may have spiritual warfare. The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the
kingdom of God. This is a subject of great significance in the Bible.

Today the church is a model of God’s reign. What God desires today is to
expand His reigning sphere according to this model and through this model. It
is through the church that God will bind Satan and destroy his power. Thus, His
name will be honored in the whole earth, His kingdom set up, and His will done.
This is the commission of the church. This also is the purpose of the church’s
spiritual warfare.
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We have said that in the universe there is the kingdom of God, and there is
also the kingdom of Satan. The spiritual warfare we are speaking of is the warfare
between these two kingdoms. Therefore, in order to engage in spiritual warfare,
we must first know the opposition between the kingdom of God and the kingdom
of Satan. (The Experience of Life, pp. 355, 360)

In the eyes of God the church occupies a very important place. Its position is
that of being joined to Christ, and its responsibility is to continue the warfare
that Christ fought on earth. Christ the Head has ascended, but His Body is still on
earth. The church, as the Body of Christ, is His propagation, continuing His stand
and work to fight against God’s enemy.

Ephesians 1:20-23 shows us that the power which operated in Christ not only
raised Him from the dead, but caused Him to ascend to the heavens. This resurrection
power is the power of ascension. Through His resurrection the church received its
life, and through His ascension the church assumed its position of authority and
inherited the kingdom. In this way, He brought heaven to earth, and His will can be
done on earth, as in the heavens. Christ ascended to the heavens and received the
heavenly authority; now He is able to bring heaven to earth. Resurrection alone is
not enough; there must also be ascension. When we stand in the heavenly position,
we transcend all things. When the Lord ascended to the heavens, He transcended all
the powers of the enemy, and God subjected all things under His feet.

The present age is the time for the church to practically realize the victory
of Christ. The Head has overcome; now the Body must also overcome. The Lord
destroyed the devil on the cross and produced the church with resurrection life.
Today God is establishing His kingdom on earth through His church. The church
must continue the victorious work that Christ has carried out against Satan. It is
responsible for bringing heaven’s will down to earth and for carrying it out on
earth. (CWWN, vol. 44, pp. 777-778)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” ch. 8; The Experience of
Life, ch. 18
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:28 But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you.

Psa. 110:3 Your people will offer themselves willingly in the day of Your
warfare, in the splendor of their consecration. Your young men will be to
You like the dew from the womb of the dawn.

The church’s work and responsibility is spiritual warfare. It is a matter of the
conflict between God’s authority and Satan’s power.

Some people think that the kingdom of God simply concerns the matter of
rewards. This is too low of an estimate of the kingdom of God. The Lord Jesus
once explained what the kingdom of God is. He said, “But if I, by the Spirit of God,
cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Matt. 12:28).
What is the kingdom of God? It is the overthrowing of the power of Satan by the
power of God. When the devil is unable to stand in a certain place, the kingdom
has come to that place. Wherever the devil has been cast out, wherever the work
of the enemy has been displaced by God’s power, His kingdom is there. (CWWN,
vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 61)

Today’s Reading

Revelation 12:9-10 says, “And the great dragon was cast down, the ancient
serpent, he who is called the Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole
inhabited earth; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast down with him.
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser
of our brothers has been cast down, who accuses them before our God day and
night.” We must pay attention to this word for in verse 10. The kingdom of God
could come, “for” Satan had been cast down. Satan lost his place and could no
longer stand there. At that time there was a loud voice in heaven saying, “Now has
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
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of His Christ” Whenever Satan leaves a place, it is because the kingdom of God
is there. Wherever the kingdom of God is, Satan cannot be there. This shows us
clearly that in the Scriptures, the first, essential meaning of the kingdom of God is
in regard to dealing with Satan.

The Lord wants us to pray, “Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be
sanctified; Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth”
(Matt. 6:9-10). If the coming of the kingdom of God was automatic, the Lord
would never have taught us to pray in this way. But since the Lord asked us to
pray in this way, He simply showed us that this is the work of the church. Yes,
the church should preach the gospel, but much more, the church should pray to
bring in the kingdom of God. Some people think that whether or not we pray, the
kingdom of God will come automatically. But if we know God, we will never say
this. The principle of God’s work is to wait for His people to move. Then He will
move. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” pp. 61-63)

Psalm 110:3 says, “Your people will offer themselves willingly / In the day of
Your warfare.” The day of His warfare is to come. In a sense it has not yet come,
but in a spiritual sense we are now in the day of Christ’'s warfare. As long as we
are in the local churches, we are in the day of His warfare. This is the day when
all His people are voluntary offerings. We all need to offer ourselves as voluntary
offerings. Young lives offered in this way are exceedingly precious. Are you a
voluntary offering? Do you mean it?

We have another very significant phrase in verse 3: in the splendor of their
consecration. When we consecrate ourselves voluntarily to the Lord, it is a kind
of beauty, a splendor. In a recent conference in Los Angeles, the Spirit moved
mightily among us, and so many stood to offer themselves in consecration to
Christ and the church. We had the sense then of the splendor of consecration.
(CWWL, 19609, vol. 3, “Christ and the Church Revealed and Typified in the Psalms,”
p. 159)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, pp. 60-66; vol. 50, “Messages for Building Up
New Believers (3),” pp. 728-742
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

The name of Jesus is our stand
Spiritual Warfare — With God’s Armor

: !
ry; Not on our-selves do re - ly, But, might - y Lord, on
"y c c’ -—ChorU? F F/A I Bb D}m CI/E L F} L }
: : " = | - —
Thee. (C) Our wea - pons are not of flesh, But ours the Spir - it’s
C/E G'/DC  C'/Bb F/A F

Bb F/A Bb F/c c’ F Bb/F F

2. Behold, the foe doth meet and plot,

Stand firm in one accord!

Though war be fierce and darkness thick,
Resist him in the Lord!

If one thru fear should backward turn,
He undermines the rest.

Oh, do not let your brothers down,
Nor by you be distressed.

3. The devil knows his time is short,

He is the more enraged,

And by his wiles would weaken us
Before the battle’s waged.

The trials now more numerous are,
The suffring e’en more sore,

The force of hell opposing us
More dreadful than before.

4. What should our posture be today

In such a desperate hour?

Should we our ease and pleasure seek
And let the foe devour?

Or with increasing conflict strong,
Courageous to endure?

"Tis here that life or death is won!
Who will God’s praise secure?

5. For Christ the Lord we then would stand,

He is the Conqueror!

For Him we would endure the pain
Until the fight is o’er.

The hour of triumph soon we'll see—
The Lord will come again;

If now we suffer for His sake,
Then we with Him shall reign.
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Message Two

The New Man as the Corporate Warrior of God
with Christ as the Constituents of the Whole Armor of God

Outline
Scripture Reading: Eph. 6:10-20

Day 1

Ephesians 5 reveals that the church is the bride to satisfy
the desire of Christ for His expression with His image, and
Ephesians 6 reveals that the church as the new man is a
corporate warrior fighting the battle for God’s interests
on earth for His dominion (thus fulfilling God’s eternal
purpose in Genesis 1:26):

A.In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and as the warrior; in
Revelation 19 we also have these two aspects of the church.

B.In Revelation 19:7 and 8 we see that the bride is clothed in “fine linen,
bright and clean”; then in verse 14 we see that the armies that follow the
Lord into battle are “dressed in fine linen, white and clean”; these verses
indicate that the bride’s wedding garment will also be the uniform that
she wears as God’s army to fight against His enemy.

C. As the bride, the church needs love and light; as the warrior, the church
needs might and the whole armor of God.
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Day 2

II. Ephesians 6:10-20 reveals that Christ is the constituents
of God’s armor for the church, the one new man, as the
corporate warrior of God:

A.“Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength. Put
on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the
stratagems of the devil"—vv. 10-11:

1.The fact that we need to be empowered in the Lord indicates that we
cannot fight the spiritual warfare in ourselves; we can fight only in
the Lord and in the might of His strength.

2.The whole armor of God is for the entire Body of Christ as the
corporate warrior, not for any individual member of the Body; we
must fight the spiritual warfare in the Body, not as individuals—vv.
10-13; James 4:7; cf. Phil. 1:19; Rom. 13:12-14; 16:20.

3.In Ephesians 2 we sit with Christ in the heavenlies; in chapters 4 and
5 we walk in His Body on the earth; then in chapter 6 we stand in His
power in the heavenlies.

4.To sit with Christ is to participate in all His accomplishments, to walk
in His Body is to fulfill God’s eternal purpose, and to stand in His
power is to fight against God’s enemy.

Day 3

B. “Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth”—v. 14a:

1.Truth in Ephesians 6:14 refers to God in Christ as the reality in our
living, that is, God realized and experienced by us in our living; this is
actually Christ Himself lived out by us—4:15, 21, 24-25; John 14:6.
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2.The truth with which we are girded is actually the Christ whom
we experience; because Paul’s living was conformed to the pattern
of Christ, he had the strength to face all opposition and adverse
circumstances—Eph. 4:20; Phil. 1:19-21a.

C. “Having put on the breastplate of righteousness”—Eph. 6:14b; 1 Cor. 1:30;
Jer. 23:6:

1.Christ as the breastplate of righteousness covers our conscience,
signified by the breast; in fighting against Satan, our accuser, we need
a blood-purified conscience, a conscience void of offense—Heb. 9:14;
10:22; Acts 24:16.

2.“They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 12:11);
our response to Satan’s accusations should be, “I overcome Satan,
the accuser, not by my perfection and not even by a conscience void
of offense but by the blood of the Lamb; [ am defended against his
accusations by the breastplate of righteousness.”

Day 4

D.“Having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace”—
Eph. 6:15:

1.Christ has made peace for us on the cross, both with God and with
man, and this peace has become our gospel; the gospel of peace has
been established as a firm foundation, as a readiness with which our
feet may be shod—2:13-17.

2.We fight the spiritual warfare by standing in peace; if we lose the
peace between us and God or between us and other believers, we lose
the standing to fight—Col. 3:15; Phil. 4:6-7.
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E. “Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will

be able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one”—Eph. 6:16; 2 Cor.
4:13; Heb. 12:2; cf. Phil. 2:13:

Day 5

1.The flaming darts are Satan’s temptations, proposals, doubts,
questions, lies, and attacks; we need to take up the shield of faith to
quench these flaming darts.

2.We need to exercise our spirit of faith with our subdued and
resurrected will to believe that the Lord’s manifestation is to destroy
the works of the devil—2 Cor. 4:13; 1 John 3:8; Matt. 16:22-23; Luke
4:39; Matt. 12:28; Luke 10:17, 19.

3.We need to exercise our spirit of faith to believe that the Lord’s death
has destroyed Satan—Heb. 2:14; 1 Cor. 15:54-58; Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:3-6.

4.We need to exercise our spirit of faith to believe that the Lord’s
resurrection has put Satan to shame—Col. 2:12-15, 20; 3:1; John
14:30; Phil. 3:10; Isa. 61:10; Zech. 3:4-5.

5.We need to exercise our spirit of faith to believe that the ascension of
the Lord is far above Satan’s power—Eph. 1:19-23; 2:6; 6:11, 13.

6.We must have faith in God, who is real, living, present, and available—
Mark 11:22; Rev. 1:18.

7.We must have faith in God’s heart; God’s heart toward us is always
good; He has no intention to punish us, to injure us, or to cause us to
suffer loss—Rom. 8:28-39.

8.We must have faith in God’s faithfulness; God cannot lie but is always
faithful to His word—1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 1:9; Titus 1:2.

9.We must have faith in God’s ability—Eph. 3:20.
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10.We must have faith in God’s word; God is bound to fulfill all that He
has spoken—cf. 1 Thes. 5:24; Eph. 6:17-18.

11.We must have faith in God’s will—1:5, 9, 11; Rom. 12:1-2; Heb.
10:5-10.

12.We must have faith in God’s sovereignty; under His sovereignty even
our mistakes work for good—Rom. 9:19-29.

F. “Receive the helmet of salvation”—Eph. 6:17a:

1.The helmet of salvation is for covering our mind, our mentality,
against the negative thoughts shot in by the evil one; such a helmet,
such a covering, is God’s salvation.

2.Satan injects fear, threats, worries, anxieties, and other weakening
thoughts into our mind; God’s salvation is the covering that we take
up against all of these, and this salvation is the saving Christ whom
we experience in our daily life—]John 16:33.

Day 6

G.Receive “the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God”—Eph.
6:17b:

1.Among the six items of God’s armor, the sword of the Spirit is the only one
for attacking the outward enemy and the inward adversary; with the sword
we cut the outward enemy and the subjective, inward adversary to pieces.

2.Christ as the Spirit and the word furnishes us with a sword as an offensive
weapon to defeat and slay the negative elements in our being; as we pray-
read the Word, eventually the self, the worst foe of all, will be put to death.

3.When the logos (the constant word in the Bible) becomes the rhema
(the present, instant, living, and personal speaking of the Spirit) to us,
this rhema is the sword that cuts the adversary to pieces:
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a. The more we take in the word with its killing power, the more our
pride and all the negative elements within us are put to death; by
pray-reading, the inward adversary is slain.

b.In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying
of the bride (vv. 26-27), but in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that
enables the church to engage in spiritual warfare (vv. 17-18).

H.“By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and
watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the
saints”"—v. 17-18:

1.Prayer may be considered the seventh item of the armor of God
because it is the means by which we apply the other items.

2.Prayer is the unique way to apply Christ as the armor of God; it is
prayer that makes the armor available to us in a practical way.

3.We need to persevere in prayer because prayer involves a battle, a
fight; two parties, God and Satan, are hostile to each other; the third
party consists of God’s chosen and redeemed people—Col. 4:2; Eph.
6:18; Matt. 26:41; cf. Eph. 5:14; Rom. 13:11-14.

4.1n order to fight on God’s side against Satan, we need to persevere in
prayer; this perseverance is needed because the course of the whole
world is away from God—1 John 5:19; cf. John 14:30; 16:33.

5.Before we try to persevere in prayer, we should first make a vow to
the Lord concerning our prayer life; we need to say to Him, “Lord,
I am desperate about this; I offer myself to You so that [ may have
a prayer life; Lord, keep me in the spirit of prayer; if I forget this or
neglect this, [ know that You will not forget it; remind me again and
again about prayer.”

6.Persevering in prayer has many benefits:
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a. Prayer is the only way that we can set our mind on the things above—
Col. 3:2; Heb. 7:25; 8:2; cf. Acts 6:4.

b.Prayer is the way to enter into the Holy of Holies and come forward
to the throne of grace so that we may receive mercy and find grace
to meet our timely need (Heb. 4:16); when we pray, approaching the
throne of grace, grace will become a river flowing in us and supplying
us—Hymns, #770.

c. The more we pray, the more we experience being one with the Lord, enjoy
His presence, and have fellowship with Him; what a marvelous reward!

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 - Outline - Page 7



O I)\FHEHZTIRE=SFE2ENE-5FE81: 2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 - Outline - Page 8



& JEeJF] —

== \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

Bt HNT~8“KMNBERKE, FREES
M BAEFIREWGEHIER T, HEbLHa L
WFT . XIGHAIFF IR E LG mBRR, XmER
A FHITITE L. 7

14 “BREGXE, WhaD, FEmkK,
X XiFE, RMEEMN, 7

BB AT T, RIMNALB RGP 5 @\
BB EWH A, FERAhEGELE, o~
#4a, FEEik, AR, FEREFAP LS
RS

BB e+t =—J@, AFEEGILT
mAIHA. Fhafkt, FAQLEFRY—F, WF
WO IEFHAE. Ak, Batktrmitaisi
FRAV KT G HF R DB HAL, = —F O
i 6g R E A H B R A KIZ BT R 6, 75 R R #TA
kT k. BAAHRNZRHFARTR, BAEWE
PAREFEHL, AR EHERITR. B, B4
FEAA AR E (AP PT B EpiRtE, X==%
NEZWR) .

[EREEE

H—@mey ==X, BARHA, F2KK. AT,
HIEBHAFTAEAF, P —BELH, BEAH4,
LI A ETEY, SFAL B RS, B AR
i kvl, BARAETAL, BERNEBA, AT E
FrE S Aesh s, XA AEM LG, METIEILNE
o B4Rk XGHIG, LLMFEEBWTE,

O N\FHEHBTRE-F2RBEBMES-F131

<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7-8 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and
clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

14 And the armies which are in heaven followed Him on white horses,
dressed in fine linen, white and clean.

In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see two...aspects of the church: the bride to satisfy the
desire of Christ and the warrior to defeat God’s enemy. As the bride, the church
needs love and light. As the warrior, the church needs might and the whole armor
of God.

Of the twelve aspects of the church covered in Ephesians, the main aspects
are the new man, the bride, and the warrior. The new man includes the aspect of
the Body, and the Body includes the fullness and the dwelling place. Therefore,
the first ten aspects of the church are all included in the new man who fulfills
God’s eternal purpose and carries out His economy. This new man is used by the
Triune God to accomplish what He planned in eternity past for eternity future.
Nevertheless, although God’s plan is fulfilled with the new man, Christ’s desire
still needs to be satisfied, and God’s enemy still must be defeated. (Life-study of
Ephesians, p. 526)

Today’s Reading

In one sense, the church is the new man who needs growth, function, and
a proper daily living. In another sense, the church is the bride who must be
beautified in order to be presented to Christ at His coming. With the church as the
bride, the problem is not with ordinances, doctrine, or the old man. The problem
is with the spots and wrinkles, defects that are organic and that ruin the beauty
of the church. In order to be free from such defects, the church must be sanctified,
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purified, nourished, and cherished by having the element of Christ wrought into
her metabolically. This element will cause the spots and wrinkles to disappear,
and it will beautify the bride for her presentation to Christ. Eventually, through
this process of metabolic transformation the church will become glorious.

[In Ephesians 6] the church is God’s warrior. The church should be not only the
Body to express Christ, the dwelling place for God’s habitation, and the new man
for the fulfillment of God’s economy; the church must also be a warrior, a soldier,
to defeat God’s enemy.

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented to
Christ and the warrior who fights with Him against God’s enemy. At His coming
again, the Lord Jesus first will meet His bride. After receiving the bride, Christ and
the overcomers will enter into battle against the enemy. According to Revelation
19:11, the Lord will ride on a white horse, and the armies which are in heaven
will follow Him on white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean (v. 14).
Revelation 17:14 also refers to this: “These will make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and they who
are with Him, the called and chosen and faithful, will also overcome them.”

In Revelation 19:7 and 8 we see that the bride is clothed in “fine linen, bright and
clean.” Then in verse 14 we see that the armies which follow the Lord into battle
are “dressed in fine linen, white and clean.” These verses indicate that the bride’s
wedding garment will also be the uniform she wears as God’s army to fight against
His enemy. Therefore, to have the wedding garment is also to have the uniform.

In Ephesians 5 and 6 we see the church as the bride and as the warrior. In
Revelation 19 we also have these two aspects of the church. As the church, we
are not only the Body, the dwelling place of God, the kingdom of God, the family
of God, and the new man; we are also the bride and the warrior. As the bride,
we must be beautiful, without spot or wrinkle, and be clothed in fine linen. As
the warrior, we must be equipped to fight against God’s enemy. (Life-study of
Ephesians, pp. 813-815)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 97
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:10-11 Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His
strength. Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand
against the stratagems of the devil.

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

The passage from Ephesians 1:1 to 6:9 completes the revelation on the
positive side concerning the church for the fulfilling of God’s eternal purpose. Yet
on the negative side, that is, for dealing with God’s enemy, something still remains
to be covered. In the first five chapters the church is portrayed in many ways, on
the positive side, to fulfill God’s eternal purpose. On the negative side, the church
is seen in chapter 6 as a warrior to defeat God’s enemy, the devil. To do this, the
church must put on the whole armor of God.

Not only must God’s eternal purpose be fulfilled and the desire of Christ’s
heart be satisfied, but God’s enemy must be defeated. For this, the church must
be a warrior. Even in the Song of Songs we see that as the seeking one enjoys the
Lord’s presence, the fighting is going on. Therefore, we walk according to truth
and by grace, we live in love and light, and we fight to subdue the satanic will.
Our walk is for the fulfillment of God’s purpose, our living is for the satisfaction
of Christ, and our fighting is for the defeat of God’s enemy. Hence, for these three
things the church must be the new man, the bride, and the warrior. (Life-study of
Ephesians, pp. 526-527, 529-530)

Today’s Reading

The Greek word rendered “empowered” in Ephesians 6:10 has the same
root as the word power in 1:19. To deal with God’s enemy, to fight against the
evil force of darkness, we need to be empowered with the greatness of the
power that raised up Christ from the dead and seated Him in the heavens, far
above all the evil spirits in the air. The fact that we are to be empowered in the
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Lord indicates that in the spiritual warfare against Satan and his evil kingdom,
we can fight only in the Lord, not in ourselves. Whenever we are in ourselves,
we are defeated.

The charge to be empowered implies the need to exercise our will. If
we would be empowered for spiritual warfare, our will must be strong and
exercised. We should not be like jellyfish, those who are weak-willed and
vacillating. Actually, it is those with a strong will who are most able to repent.
The fact that we need to be empowered in the Lord indicates that we cannot
fight the spiritual warfare in ourselves; we can fight only in the Lord and in
the might of His strength. In 6:10 Paul refers to power, might, and strength.
First, we are empowered by the power that raised Christ from among the dead
and made Him to be the Head over all things. Then we know God’s might and
strength.

To fight the spiritual warfare, we need not only the power of the Lord, but
also the armor of God [v. 11]. Our weapons do not avail, but God’s armor, even
the whole armor of God, does. The whole armor of God is for the entire Body,
not for any individual member of the Body. The church is a corporate warrior,
and the believers together make up this unique warrior. Only the corporate
warrior can wear the whole armor of God; no individual believer can. We must
fight the spiritual warfare in the Body, not individually.

We need to put on the whole armor of God so that we “may be able to stand”
(v. 11). In chapter 6 the word stand is crucial. In chapter 2 we sit with Christ in
the heavenlies (v. 6), and in chapters 4 and 5 we walk in His Body on the earth
(4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15). Then in chapter 6 we stand in His power in the heavenlies.
To sit with Christ is to participate in all His accomplishments; to walk in His
Body is to fulfill God’s eternal purpose; and to stand in His power is to fight
against God’s enemy...[and] to stand against the stratagems of the devil,...the
devil’s evil plans. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 530-532)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 63

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 4



& — JEe)E =

== \\/ nE#
E/_éuﬁu

o< 14 “PTARsbiE, B A RARMGIE, F
LT, 7

Bt =11 “H A Eids, 2HEF L, FF
HACHLiEegis, miMNaiEFr, LRz
A, 7

EMEBRAMAAY LG FEGTE, (FHEF) K=
R—REir . A F Fet— (&A1) #ARSEE, AEX =]
Z 9, BANEE e RIZOEE, HTHRBGKEHF
ARREE (Bx16~17) o - RAHEXLEHFHRXE,
EEWAEME AT LA B REERNKFR.
M P Aedt (ABATPAEAGEZE, SWAER) o

[EREE

KRB (B 14) BB HEAMNEA. RMNEATE
R B Ami%, XAk N R EH, 752N &k,

BEE A (£FF) XEFELAAROEG R X (15,
21, 24) , ~FtOyay A, G ELF ZHER
MMAEFEFOEIR, AAEKRMNEFF AR E I
Zh. XEMFLEKZAFATKAEME L K (4 +w
6) o XA, EXAMMEIR, 5L RAMNGIED,
K& B R B IE BT A . e YA AT R AR
69 A2 n, RAVFAFHTR, A AsE 2 131E,

AR XA A, LSRR P A RAEE, Xk
Th R eI E SR A. B AR EEREE,
BT AAEATY R A2 B3t 5 SR AT 56 5 4342, 24m B AV & A
HRAERMBFHEFRTHP, RMNGOELLAH R

O N\FHEHBTRE-FB2RBEBMES-5E51

<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:14 Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and
having put on the breastplate of righteousness.

Rev. 12:11 And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and
because of the word of their testimony, and they loved not their soul-life
even unto death.

[Let us] consider the items that make up the whole armor of God...[By means of]
the first three items—the girdle, the breastplate, and the shoes—...we are able to
stand. Along with these three items, we need to take up the shield of faith and receive
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:16-17)...0nly the sword
is an offensive weapon. All the other aspects of the armor are for defense. Let us first
consider the girdle, the breastplate, and the shoes. (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 537)

Today’s Reading

For us to gird our loins [Eph. 6:14] is to strengthen our entire being. Our whole
being needs to be strengthened with truth. This strengthening is not for sitting,
but for standing.

According to the way the word truth is used in Ephesians 4 (vv. 15, 21, 24, 25),
truth in 6:14 refers to God in Christ as reality in our living, that is, God realized
and experienced by us as our living. This is actually Christ Himself lived out by us
(John 14:6). Such truth, such reality, is the girdle that strengthens our whole being
for spiritual warfare...When such a truth girds our loins, we are made strong for
the purpose of standing.

Those who have such a living certainly have their loins girded with truth.
These are the ones who are able to face attack and opposition. Because they are
girded with truth, they can stand before the opposers. But if God is not expressed
in our daily life and walk, we shall not have a girdle about our loins, and we shall
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have no strength to stand against the enemy. We shall not have the power to face
opposition or controversy.

The truth with which we are girded for spiritual warfare is actually the very
Christ we experience. In Philippians 1:21 Paul says, “To me, to live is Christ.” This
Christ whom Paul lived was his girdle of truth. This Christ was God expressed
and revealed in Paul’s daily walk. Because Paul’s daily living was conformed
to the pattern of Christ, he had the strength to face all opposition and adverse
circumstances. Because Paul had been girded about with truth, he had the
strength to stand.

The breastplate of righteousness [Eph. 6:14] covers our conscience, signified by
the breast. Satan is our accuser. In fighting against him we need a conscience void
of offense. But no matter how good we may feel our conscience is, we need to have
it covered with the breastplate of righteousness. Righteousness is to be right with
both God and man. If we have just a little problem with either God or man, Satan
will accuse us, and there will be holes in our conscience through which all of our
faith and boldness will leak out. Hence, we need the covering of righteousness to
protect us from the enemy’s accusation. Such righteousness is Christ (1 Cor. 1:30).

Revelation 12:11 says, “They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb.”
To be covered by the blood of the Lamb is mainly to have upon us the breastplate
of righteousness. Righteousness is in the blood, and the covering of the blood
is the breastplate. Although this may be difficult to explain doctrinally, we can
understand it experientially. Whenever we intend to fight against the powers of
darkness, Satan, through his accusations, causes our conscience to become very
sensitive. These feelings actually are not the sensitivity of the conscience, but the
result of Satan’s accusations. Immediately our response should be, “I overcome
Satan, the accuser, not by my perfection and not even by a conscience void of
offense, but by the blood of the Lamb. I am defended against his accusations by the
breastplate of righteousness.” We are covered not by our own righteousness, but
by Christ as our righteousness...In experience we cannot separate the blood from
Christ. Apart from His blood, Christ could not cover us. Under the cleansing of His
blood, He becomes our righteousness. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 537-540)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 64

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 6



# _FeEm
%}\éui’%ll

<15 ~16 “HlFfe-Fig 92 B AR E, %
Ve g alp b, o, ERZWEM, HFIFHE
BERAR T HE— KR ayFr. 7

AT+ AT H, “HUAf-F45a04 B4R
X, SMEHFAEKR L, 7 KNGO LMFE L3, 454

HEBAY, AERAVEF R P EAE, XREH AL, LR
AR, Th R A F K

“FaeFiaERRBRARAKLY , EERANI-FRG0E
. ABFCZETFRELE, AXMEWHHARLT 4=
F, XAeFR T AMNMEET (Z13~17) . X %#
S RAE B GG, TR MEITaH, SRMNF AR L,
XA, BAVHAFAE R &, &R 565 131E, T4
R, AE XA RARL G AT, LEEE (14) . -
ANETATWRTALBELGET, ALK F N4
&, EEZOLRZEABIRENARZ F'5 0945, X2
W R AR, R ST AETST, AKA
FF 4 LR T AP, RSN FRAREAE AR KAZ 4R, B
KANAR e R AY . X Fe-F 77 RAEF, 4542 8o B8 350,
XA, A%, TETH, LABEERFAHES
(AP AEedizz, ~wAE<E0ON) .

)=riae
HEANE LR XA F ARG EF. ABIAFT LT

PRt ey FeF 4@ &, 70 AKBAET TR EPT ARG
T, EEMN G RA —, ELAEIFRAZ G T KA R
A—o XfaF 7 A KMNWAEFT. AT EXAF, LA %
& A&, FIRERILNETETSZARGMRL, X
A B BRI, T2 R EAN AN T2 TR . T,

O N\FHEHBTRE-FB2RBMES-F71

<« WEEK 2 — DAY 4 >
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:15-16 And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the
gospel of peace; besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.

Ephesians 6:15 says, “And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of
the gospel of peace.” Our feet must be shod in order to strengthen our stand in
the battle. This is not for walking a way or running a course, but for fighting the
battle.

The phrase the firm foundation of the gospel of peace means the
establishment of the gospel of peace. Christ has made peace for us on the cross,
both with God and with man, and this peace has become our gospel (2:13-17).
This has been established as a firm foundation, as a readiness for our feet to
be shod with. Thus, we shall have a firm footing that we may stand to fight the
spiritual warfare. The peace for such a firm foundation is also Christ (2:14). In
6:15 the gospel is not the gospel of grace, nor the gospel of the forgiveness of
sins, nor even the gospel of the unsearchable riches of Christ. Here the gospel is
the gospel of peace. According to 2:15 and 16, on the cross Christ accomplished
peace so that the Gentiles can contact the Jewish believers and so that we all
can contact God. This peace is glad tidings, good news. In other words, it is the
gospel. For this reason, 2:17 says that Christ preached the gospel of peace. (Life-
study of Ephesians, pp. 540-541)

Today’s Reading

We also must preach this peace as the gospel. The gospel of peace spoken of in
Ephesians 6:15 is the peace accomplished by Christ on the cross for us to be one
with God and for the Gentile believers to be one with the Jewish believers. This
peace is our gospel. With this peace there is preparation, readiness. The Greek
word actually means a firm foundation. This firm foundation is a secure footing
for our standing. Therefore, the peace accomplished by Christ on the cross is a
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firm footing, a firm foundation. As we fight against the evil powers, the peace
Christ has accomplished is a firm foundation for our feet. To take part in the
spiritual warfare, our feet must be shod with this firm foundation.

In fighting, the crucial thing is to stand. We must be able to stand and to
withstand the attacks of the enemy. Those who are defeated will run, but those
who are victorious will stand. As we wrestle against the enemy, we shall find that
Satan does not run away. Even when we are victorious over him, he keeps on
wrestling with us. Therefore we need to be able to stand. Spiritual warfare is not
a boxing match, but a wrestling match. If we would wrestle against the enemy, we
need a firm footing.

Usually peace is the opposite of warfare. When we have peace, we do not fight,
and when we fight, we do not have peace. But here we fight with peace and in
peace. We fight by standing in peace. If we lose the peace between us and God or
between us and other believers, we lose the standing. Christ is the peace for us to
be one with God and to be one with the saints. This peace is the firm foundation
that enables us to stand fast against the enemy.

Ephesians 6:16 says, “Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with
which you will be able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.” We need
truth to gird our loins, righteousness to cover our conscience, peace as the standing
for our feet, and faith to shield our entire being. If we live by God as truth, we have
righteousness (4:24), and righteousness issues in peace (Heb. 12:11; Isa. 32:17).
With all these, we can easily have faith as a shield against the flaming darts of
the evil one. Christ is the Author and Perfecter of such faith (Heb. 12:2). For us to
stand firmly in the battle we need to be equipped with these four items of God’s
armor. The shield of faith is not something that we put on, but something that we
take up in order to protect ourselves against the attacks of the enemy. Faith comes
after truth, righteousness, and peace....This faith is a safeguard against the fiery
darts, the attacks, of the enemy. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 541-544)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 65
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:16-17 Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith....And
receive the helmet of salvation...

Mark 11:22 And Jesus answered and said to them, Have faith in God.

We need now to consider the shield of faith in detail. We certainly are not to
have faith in our own ability, strength, merit, or virtue. Our faith must be in God
(Mark 11:22). God is real, living, present, and available. We need to have faith in
Him.

We also should have faith in God’s heart. Every Christian must know both
God and the heart of God...No matter what may happen to us or what kind of
sufferings we may undergo, we must always believe in the goodness of God’s
heart. God has no intention to punish us, to injure us, or to cause us to suffer loss.

Along with faith in God’s heart, we should have faith in God’s faithfulness. We
may change, but God does not change. As James 1:17 says, there is no shadow of
turning with Him. Furthermore, He cannot lie (Titus 1:2), but is always faithful to
His word.

God is not only faithful, but also able. Therefore, we need to have faith in God'’s
ability. In Ephesians 3:20 Paul declares that God “is able to do superabundantly
above all that we ask or think.”

Still another aspect of our faith is faith in God’s word. God is bound to fulfill
all that He has spoken. The more He speaks, the more responsible He becomes
to fulfill His own word. We can tell Him, “God, You have spoken, and Your written
Word is in our hand. Lord, You are bound to fulfill Your word.” Hallelujah for God’s
faithful word! (Life-study of Ephesians, p. 544)

Today’s Reading

We also need to have faith in God’s will. Because God is a God of purpose, He
has a will. His will with respect to us is always positive. Hence, no matter what
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befalls us, we should care not for our happiness or our environment, but for God’s
will. Our environment may change, but God’s will never changes.

Furthermore, we must have faith in God’s sovereignty. Because God is
sovereign, God could never make a mistake. Under His sovereignty, even our
mistakes work for good. If God did not sovereignly allow us to make mistakes,
we could not possibly make them. (However, this does not mean that we should
deliberately make mistakes.) When we are wrong, we need to repent....After
we repent for a mistake or shortcoming, we must still exercise faith in God’s
sovereignty.

We all need to have a full faith in God, in God’s heart, in God'’s faithfulness, in
God’s ability, in God’s word, in God’s will, and in God’s sovereignty. If we have
such a faith, Satan’s flaming darts will not be able to damage us. The flaming darts
are Satan’s temptations, proposals, doubts, questions, lies, and attacks....Every
temptation is a deceit, a false promise....As we are waking up in the morning, often
Satan will make proposals to us. For this reason, we need to get into the Word the
first thing in the morning. If we are not in the Word, we shall have no covering
against the devil’s proposals.

In the first part of Ephesians 6:17 Paul goes on to say, “And receive the
helmet of salvation.” This is for covering our mind, our mentality, against the
negative thoughts directed at us by the evil one. Such a helmet, such a covering,
is God’s salvation. Satan injects into our mind threats, worries, anxieties, and
other weakening thoughts. God’s salvation is the covering we take up against all
these. Such a salvation is the saving Christ we experience in our daily life (John
16:33).

Satan’s darts come to us through our mind. Therefore, just as our conscience
needs the breastplate of righteousness and our will needs the shield of faith, so
our mind needs the helmet of salvation. We need truth, righteousness, peace,
faith, and then salvation. Righteousness issues in peace, and peace gives us the
ground to have faith. Then faith brings in salvation. Do not separate the helmet of
salvation from the shield of faith. The shield protects the front of our being, but
the helmet protects our head. The shield and the helmet work together. (Life-study
of Ephesians, pp. 544-547)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 65
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:17-18 ...Receive...the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word
of God, by means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit
and watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the
saints.

Col. 4:2 Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving.

Christ as the Spirit and the word furnishes us with a sword as an offensive
weapon to defeat and slay the enemy. (Eph. 6:17, footnote 3)

In spiritual warfare we must deal not only with the objective enemy, but even
the more with the subjective adversary. Satan is not only the enemy outside us; he
is also the adversary inside us...The attacks of the enemy from without are not as
serious as those of the adversary from within. To deal with this inward adversary
we need to experience the killing power of the word. Yes, the enemy is outside us,
but his elements are within our very being...The most difficult foe is the self,...our
worst enemy. Many times we are tempted, not by an objective enemy, but by the
self, our own inner being. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 819-820)

Today’s Reading

Because the self is the greatest enemy, we need to experience the Kkilling
power of God’s word. As we pray-read, we are nourished on the one hand, but
certain elements are killed on the other hand....[For example], doubts, hatred,
jealousy, pride, or selfishness...can be killed through pray-reading the word...The
more we take in the word with its killing power, the more our pride and all
the negative elements within us are put to death. By pray-reading, the inward
adversary is slain. After a time of pray-reading the word, we may discover that the
adversary who was attacking us has disappeared...The battlefield for the spiritual
warfare...is within us; in particular it is in our mind.
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In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of
the bride. But in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as the
corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare. When the logos, the constant
word in the Bible, becomes the instant rhema, this rhema will be the Spirit. This
rhema, which becomes the Spirit, is the sword that cuts the enemy to pieces [Eph.
6:17]. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp. 820-821, 548)

The whole armor of God is composed of six items. Prayer may be considered
the seventh. It is the unique, crucial, and vital means by which we apply the
other items, making the armor available to us in a practical way. (Eph. 6:18,
footnote 1)

According to Paul’s word in Colossians 4:2,..we need to persevere in prayer
because prayer involves a battle, a fight. Two parties, God and Satan, are hostile to
each other. Although the battle raging in the universe is between God and Satan,
another party is involved. This third party consists of God’s chosen and redeemed
people, the ones who will actually decide the outcome of the battle.

In order to fight on God’s side against Satan, we need to persevere in prayer.
This perseverance is needed because the course of the whole world is away from
God. To pray is to go against the current, the trend, in the fallen universe. We need
to say to Him, “Lord, I am desperate about this. I offer myself to You so that I may
have a prayer life. Lord, keep me in the spirit of prayer. If I forget this or neglect
this, I know that You will not forget it. Remind me again and again about prayer”
This kind of prayer may be regarded as a vow made to the Lord.

Persevering in prayer has many benefits. By prayer we set our mind on the
things above. When we pray, we enter into the Holy of Holies and approach the
throne of grace [Heb. 4:16]...The more we pray, the more we experience being
one with the Lord, and the more we enjoy His presence and have fellowship
with Him. What a marvelous reward! (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 577-578,
580-582)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 66, 97; Life-study of
Colossians, msg. 65
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5. As a member of the Body,
With the brethren stand for God;
Praying always in the Spirit,
Claim the vict’ry through the Blood.

2. For the Body is God’s armor,
Not for anyone alone;
When you wrestle in the Body,
All its benefits you own.
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3. ’Tis the Church on Christ established 6. In the heav’'nlies more than conqu’ror,
In the power of His might,

As a soldier in the army,
In the Lord the battle fight.

Satan shall not overpow’r;
'Tis the Body built together
Which resists the evil pow'r.

7. Keep on wrestling in the Body,
Mighty vict'ry you will see,
Bind and loose, God’s will fulfilling,
And the foes your food will be.

4. In the Body, by the Headship,
Sitting in the heavenlies,
Struggle with the wicked spirits
And the principalities.
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Message Three

The Victorious Christ

Outline

Scripture Reading: 1 John 3:8; John 12:31; Heb. 2:14; Acts 2:24; Eph. 4:8; Rev. 1:18;
19:11

Day 1

[. In His earthly ministry the victorious Christ defeated the
devil and destroyed his works—Matt. 4:1-11; 1 John 3:8:

A.For Him to accomplish His ministry for the kingdom of the heavens, the
Lord Jesus had to defeat God’s enemy, the devil, Satan—Matt. 4:1, 11:

1.This He had to do as a man; hence, He stood as a man to confront the
enemy of God—vv. 3-4, 6-7.

2.The devil's temptation of the first man, Adam, was a success; his
temptation of the second man, Christ, was an absolute failure—v. 11.

B.In His ministry on earth, the Lord Jesus destroyed the works of the
devil—1 John 3:8:

1.In 1 John 3:8 the Greek word translated “destroy” may also be
translated “undo, ” or “dissolve.”

2.For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might undo
and destroy the sinful deeds of the devil, that is, condemn, through
His death on the cross in the flesh, sin initiated by him, the evil one;
destroy the power of sin, the sinful nature of the devil; and take away
both sin and sins—Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14; John 1:29.
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AN BEGEBAMATT 2, AdX# R I In His crucifixion the victorious Christ cast out the ruler
L, RIRER, 1FHBAY AL A A9 A BL of this world, destroyed the devil, caused the rulers and
T, e kiE—+t =31, K=t51, %k authorities to be stripped off, and nullified death—12:31;

—14, =15, #£)5—10: Matt. 27:51; Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:15; 2 Tim. 1:10:
— A BATFEG /AT, AHZHFHE, F  AlnHis work on the cross, Christ cast out the ruler of this world and judged
AR —LH+ =31 the world—]John 12:31:
1 BB RE BB e 0y TAE#GEE AT - XA 1.The ruler of this world was cast out when Satan was cast out by
YRR 2 - Christ’s work in His death.
2 FN » SHEESRNHA LGN THA—-NER 2.Simultaneously, the world system related to Satan was judged—1
19 - John 5:19.
3BEERIRESRE T > HHBEE Z EivE 2 3.The base of Satan’s rebellion was shaken, and the strongholds of
AR T — K=t 51« Satan’s earthly kingdom were shaken—Matt. 27:51.
— ABAAT TR, BRTREA—R= 14 B.In His crucifixion Christ destroyed the devil—Heb. 2:14:
VEFIUTE > R XEFECWEEN > #H2) 1.In verse 14 the Greek word translated “destroy” can also be rendered as
TTH  (H2 %00 s b HUY o F4 - “bring to nought, make of none effect, do away with, abolish, annul, discard.”
) — Day 3
D B AR  (FEHETTFRE LN T E K 2.In His humanity and through His work on the cross, Christ has
bR TR 2= 14 destroyed the devil—John 3:14.

ZABAMNTFREOIAE, F4FAFMES  CIn His work on the cross, Christ caused the angelic rulers and authorities
Fe R KRBT, AEMNARTR, FE to be stripped off, to be made a display of openly, and to be triumphed

TFREIT @5 E—F = 15: over in the cross by God—Col. 2:15:
| PP _EA AT S A BT T A0 At 1.Colossians 2:15 portrays the warfare that took place at the time of
TR - Christ’s crucifixion.
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2.God openly shamed the evil angelic rulers and authorities on the
cross and triumphed over them in it—v. 15.

D.Through His devil-destroying death, Christ nullified death, making it of
none effect—2 Tim. 1:10.

Day 4

[II. The resurrection of the victorious Christ declares that He
is victorious over death—2:8:
A.It was not possible for the Lord to be held by death—Acts 2:24:

1.The Lord Jesus is both God and resurrection, possessing an
indestructible life; death cannot hold Him—]John 11:25; Heb. 7:16.

2.The Lord Jesus defeated death and rose up from it.

B.The resurrected Christ is “the living One, ” and He has “the keys of death
and of Hades”"—Rev. 1:18:

1.As the living One, the Lord became dead, but now He is “living forever
and ever’—v. 18a.

2.The resurrected Christ has the keys of death and of Hades; death is
subject to Him, and Hades is under His control—v. 18b.

Day 5
IV. In His ascension the victorious Christ “led captive those

taken captive”—Eph. 4:8:

A.The Amplified New Testament renders He led captive those taken captive
as “He led a train of vanquished foes”:

1.Vanquished foes may refer to Satan, to his angels, and to us the
sinners.

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 3 - Outline - Page 3



) XIERARB AU « FERISEMAERE  #hFRAT
BH—YWER > BT BEAME RMEBNE
HE—HRfE = 14

ZAMAELBENER, AAAAEERZLE B
AEBEARHRZ B, SMNAERAT “F
&7 WARTMEE P—b 8:

| BRI ERESR ST MR R
TS HERZ b REAEFEE - Ty Erey
JLF IR BRI A ——6 -

) SRR BN RE  ERBITHRIFEHENE
EZMA—67T7 > Y8 o

ﬁ%%%%uﬁ&%ﬁﬁﬁA A R
MR EHLBAATHEL, F1A018
ﬁ?,ﬁ%*%ﬁ%&-ﬁ*hﬂ~4h
— EER AR EBEASE, RFH., FRAE
AT —11 T

| BN E iy AF 2 EEE
Tk

) ﬁﬁﬁe
HIA

3 A SERC Y 22 20 H IR (S =AY S | o
SEHY o

4 MBI XY 5 #BRE A R IEEE > FFE D
EEERPEM A R R — 11 7T T -

SRy —11

BB MOF 8K T AL e it i A (E 1

O N\FEBTREEE3IRNE-F4 1

2.This indicates Christ’s victory over Satan, sin, and death; in His
ascension there was a procession of vanquished foes, led as captives
from a war for a celebration of Christ’s victory—2 Cor. 2:14.

B. As believers, we are now in the heavens, for when Christ ascended to the
heavens, we were in the train of captives led by Him to “the height”—Eph.
4.8:
1.Christ has released us from the usurping hand of Satan and brought

us to the heavens where we are now sitting, not as captives but as
sons of God and members of Christ—2:6.

2.In His ascension the victorious Christ has brought us to the highest
place in the universe—uv. 6; 4:8.

Day 6

V. The victorious Christ will come as the fighting General
with His army to fight Antichrist, the kings under him, and
their armies at Armageddon—Rev. 19:11-21:

A.Christ is “called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and
makes war’—v. 11:

1.Christ is faithful and true both to God and to those who believe in
Him—v. 11a.

2.In His faithfulness He defeats and destroys those who oppose God
and persecute the believers.

3.He is also true in carrying out God’s economy and in caring for those
who believe in Him.

4.He is righteous, and in righteousness He will defeat Antichrist and
judge the rebels who follow him—v. 11b.
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 3:8 He who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil
has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

Heb. 2:14 Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh,
He also Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death
He might destroy him who has the might of death, that is, the devil.

The newly anointed King fasted in His humanity, standing on the ground of a
man [Matt. 4:1-11]. However, He was also the Son of God, as God the Father had
declared at His baptism. For Him to accomplish His ministry for the kingdom of
the heavens, He had to defeat God’s enemy, the devil, Satan. This He must do as a
man. Hence, He stood as a man to confront the enemy of God. The devil, knowing
this, tempted Him to leave the standing of man and assume His position as the
Son of God. Forty days before, God the Father declared from the heavens that He
was the beloved Son of the Father. The subtle tempter took that declaration of
God the Father as the ground to tempt Him. If He assumed His position as the Son
of God before the enemy, He would have lost the standing to defeat him. (Life-study
of Matthew, p. 139)

Today’s Reading

Matthew 4:4 says, “..It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God.” The tempter tempted
the new King to take His position as the Son of God. But He answered with the
word of the Scriptures, “Man,” indicating that He stood in the position of man to
deal with the enemy. The demons addressed Jesus as the Son of God (8:29), but
the evil spirits did not confess that Jesus came in the flesh (1 John 4:3), because by
confessing Jesus as a man, they would be defeated. Although the demons confess
Jesus as the Son of God, the devil does not want people to believe that He is the
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Son of God, because in so doing they will be saved (John 20:31). The word “man”
spoken by the Lord Jesus to the tempter was a killing word.

In Matthew 4:10 the Lord Jesus said, “Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘You
shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.” Satan in Greek
means “adversary.” He is not only God’s enemy outside God’s kingdom, but also
the adversary within God’s kingdom, rebelling against God.

The new King rebuked the devil's presentation and defeated him by standing on
the ground of man to worship and serve God only. To worship or to serve anything
other than God for gain is always the devil’s temptation to secure worship. The
Lord seemed to be saying to Satan, “Satan, as a man, I, Jesus, worship God and
serve Him only. You are God’s enemy, and I will never worship you. I don’t care for
the glory of the world or for the kingdoms of the world. Satan, get away from Me!”

Verse 11 says, “Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and
ministered to Him.” The devil's temptation of the first man, Adam, was a success;
his temptation of the second man, Christ, was an absolute failure. This indicates
that he will have no place in the new King’s kingdom of the heavens. After the
Lord Jesus defeated Satan, angels came and ministered to the tempted King as a
suffering man (cf. Luke 22:43). (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 139-140, 146-147)

First John 3:8 reveals that as He ministered on earth the Lord Jesus was undoing
the works of the devil: “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He
might destroy the works of the devil.” The Greek word rendered “destroy” may also be
translated “undo, loose, dissolve.” Also, the Greek word translated “for this” literally
means “unto this,” that is, to this end, for this purpose. The devil sins continually from
ancient times and begets sinners to practice sin with him. Hence, for this purpose the
Son of God was manifested, that He might undo and destroy the devil’s sinful deeds—
that is, condemn, through death on the cross in the flesh (Rom. 8:3), sin initiated by
him, the evil one; destroy the power of sin, the sinful nature of the devil (Heb. 2:14);
and take away both sin and sins. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 746-747)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 11
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this
world be cast out.

Matt. 27:51 And behold, the veil of the temple was split in two from top
to bottom, and the earth was shaken and the rocks were split.

In His work on the cross Christ also cast out the ruler of this world and judged
his world...(John 12:31). This indicates that Christ’s work in His death included
the casting out of Satan, the ruler of this world. Satan thought that he was wise in
having the Lord Jesus crucified. Actually, by doing this Satan caused himself to be
cast out. The cross was the way used by God to cast out Satan.

The New Testament reveals that Satan has formed an evil, satanic system
called the world. Through the world, the satanic cosmos, Satan has systematized
fallen mankind under his usurping hand. Satan uses the world to keep people
from the purpose of God and to distract them from the enjoyment of God. But this
evil world system, the kingdom of darkness, was judged through Christ’s work on
the cross. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 770-771)

Today’s Reading

Because the world system is connected to Satan, when he, the ruler of the
world, was judged, the world was judged as well. The ruler of this world was cast
out when Satan was cast out by Christ’s work in His death. Simultaneously, the
world system related to Satan was judged.

When the Lord Jesus was crucified, the entire old creation and the satanic
world were crucified with Him. Hence, the Lord’s crucifixion was the termination
of the satanic world. Therefore, in Galatians 6:14 Paul could declare, “Far be it
from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the
world has been crucified to me and I to the world.” (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 771)
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Matthew 27:51...says that “the earth was shaken and the rocks were split.” The
shaking of the earth signifies that the base of Satan’s rebellion has been shaken,
and the splitting of the rocks signifies that the strongholds of Satan’s earthly
kingdom have been broken. Hallelujah, the Lord’s death tore the veil, shook the
base of Satan’s rebellion, and broke the strongholds of Satan’s kingdom! What
a death! Praise the Lord for His death! Because God’s righteousness was fully
satisfied, Christ’s death could be so effective. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 812-813)

Beside death and sin, we have another problem—the devil. In His crucifixion
Christ also destroyed the devil (Heb. 2:14).

The Greek word translated “destroy” may also be rendered as “bring to nought,
make of none effect, do away with, abolish, annul, discard.” After the devil, the
serpent, seduced man into the fall, God promised that the seed of woman would
come to bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15). In the fullness of time, the Son
of God came to become flesh (John 1:14; Rom. 8:3), by being born of a virgin (Gal.
4:4), that He might destroy the devil in man’s flesh through His death in the flesh
on the cross. This was to abolish Satan, to bring him to nought. Hallelujah, Satan
has been abolished and done away with!

Perhaps you will say, “How could the devil have been destroyed when he is
still so prevailing?” It is a lie to say that the devil is prevailing. The Bible never
says this. Do not believe in this lie. The Bible says that the devil has been bruised,
destroyed. His head has been crushed. Are you going to believe your feelings or
God’s Word? God’s Word tells us that through His death on the cross Christ has
destroyed the devil. This is an accomplished fact, a fact that is included in the holy
Word as the testament bequeathed to us. We need to take this bequest by faith
according to the holy Word.

By His mercy, the Lord has opened our eyes and has shown us the all-
inclusiveness of His death. And through experience we do realize that death,
sin, the devil, the fear of death, and slavery were all truly crossed out in Christ’s
crucifixion. (Life-study of Hebrews, pp. 92-93)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 31, 71
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:15 Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display
of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

2 Tim. 1:10 But now has been manifested through the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus, who nullified death and brought life and incorruption
to light through the gospel.

No doubt, the Lord Jesus was crucified as the brass serpent in order to deal
with Satan, the devil, the old serpent. It was through being crucified as the brass
serpent that He crushed the head of the old serpent (Gen. 3:15). In this way
the Lord Jesus destroyed the devil, who had the power of death (Heb. 2:14). In
His humanity and through His work in His death Christ has destroyed Satan.
Therefore, Christ died not only as the Substitute of fallen men, who had been
bitten by the serpent, but also to destroy the devil. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 772)

Today’s Reading

[In Colossians 2:15] we see that in His work on the cross Christ caused the
rulers and authorities to be stripped off, to be made a display of openly, and to be
triumphed over in the cross by God. The rulers and authorities spoken of in this
verse are the angelic rulers and authorities...The Greek word for “made a display”
means [to] show or exhibit in the sense of putting to an open shame. God openly
shamed the evil angelic rulers and authorities on the cross and triumphed over
them in it. The Greek words translated “in it” refer to the cross, but they can also
be rendered “in Him,” referring to Christ.

In a very real sense the cross of Christ is the center of the universe. After God
created the heavens, the earth, and billions of items in the universe, an archangel
rebelled and many angels followed him. This archangel became Satan, and his
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followers became the evil rulers, powers, and authorities in the heavenlies. Later,
the man created by God fell and became sinful. Eventually, Christ, God incarnate,
went to the cross to work for the accomplishment of redemption. While Christ
was on the cross, many things took place. At that time the cross was the center
of the universe. The Savior, sin, Satan, we, and God were all there. While God was
judging sin, the evil rulers and authorities were present and were very active,
swarming around the crucified Christ, pressing in very closely. If they had not
pressed in closely, God could not have stripped them off. The words “stripping off”
indicate that the rulers and authorities were very close, as close as our garments
are to our body. By stripping off the rulers and authorities God made a display of
them openly, putting them to shame and triumphing over them.

Colossians 2:15 portrays the warfare that took place at the time of Christ’s
crucifixion. In His crucifixion Christ was working to accomplish redemption,
and God the Father was working to judge sin. At the same time the rulers and
authorities were busy in the attempt to frustrate the work of God and Christ. The
reference to triumph in Colossians 2:15 implies fighting; it indicates that a war
was raging. While Christ was working to accomplish redemption, the rulers and
authorities came to interfere, pressing in close to Christ. But at that very juncture
God stripped them off,...putting them to an open shame. Christ’s work in His death
caused all this to take place.

In 2 Timothy 1:10 Paul tells us that through His work in His death Christ
nullified death. The Greek word translated “nullified” also means make of none
effect, bring to naught, do away with, abolish, annul, discard. Through His devil-
destroying death, Christ nullified death, making it of none effect. To nullify death
does not mean to remove death but to make it of no effect. Death will not be
removed until it is cast into the lake of fire after the millennium (Rev. 20:14).
Death will be the last enemy destroyed by the Lord (1 Cor. 15:26). Although
death has not yet been removed, it is none the less a fact that it has been nullified
through Christ’s death on the cross. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
774-775,773-774)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 23
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death,
since it was not possible for Him to be held by it.

Rev. 1:18 And the living One; and | became dead, and behold, I am living
forever and ever; and | have the keys of death and of Hades.

Christ was manifested to nullify death and to bring in eternal, indestructible
life. He not only defeated death—He nullified it. Through His resurrection,
death has become of none effect; death has lost its power, even its taste. Christ
could nullify death because He destroyed the devil, the one who has the power
of death. Of course, by overcoming Satan and nullifying death, the Lord Jesus
also defeated Hades and the grave. Therefore, Christ’s resurrection declares
that He is victorious over death, Satan, Hades, and the grave. No longer are
these a problem. Therefore, Christ’s resurrection was not only God’s vindication
and the Lord’s success, but also His victory over death, Satan, Hades, and the
grave. Christ through His resurrection has made this troublesome group of
none effect. (Life-study of Luke, p. 606)

Today’s Reading

Acts 2:24 says, “Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death,
since it was not possible for Him to be held by it.” Here and in verse 32 Peter
says that God raised up Jesus. In 10:40 and 41 he says the same thing again but
adds, “He rose from the dead.” Regarding the Lord as a man, the New Testament
tells us that God raised Him from the dead (Rom. 8:11). Considering Him as God,
it tells us that He Himself rose from the dead (Rom. 14:9). In the same principle,
regarding Him as a man, the New Testament tells us that He was killed by men
(Mark 9:31). But considering Him as God, it tells us that He laid down His life of
Himself (John 10:18). This also proves His dual status—human and divine.
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Acts 2:24 says that it was not possible for the Lord to be held by death.
The Lord is both God and resurrection (John 1:1; 11:25), possessing the
indestructible life (Heb. 7:16). Because He is such an ever-living One, death is
not able to hold Him. He delivered Himself to death, but death had no way to
detain Him; rather, death was defeated by Him, and He rose up from it. (Life-
study of Acts, pp. 77-78)

In Revelation 1:18 we see that the Lord is “the living One,” the One who
“became dead” and who is “living for ever and ever.” The very Christ who walks
in the midst of the churches, who is the Head of the churches and to whom the
churches belong, is the living One full of life. Hence, the churches as His Body
should also be living and full of life. Hallelujah, we have a living Christ who has
overcome death! Our Christ, who is the resurrected Christ, is living in us and
among us. He is living forever and ever. What a living Christ we have in the
recovery! In the recovery, all the churches should be as living as Christ, full of
life and overcoming death.

In verse 18 the Lord also said, “I have the keys of death and of Hades."...Death
is a collector and Hades is a keeper. In the church life today are we still subject
to death and Hades? No! Christ abolished death on the cross and overcame
Hades in His resurrection. Although Hades tried its best to hold Him, it was
powerless to do it (Acts 2:24). With Him, death has no sting and Hades has
no power. But what about us? It must be the same. In the church life, the keys
of death and Hades are in His hand. It is impossible for us to deal with death;
we simply do not have the ability to handle it. Whenever death enters, it will
deaden many. But as long as we give the Lord Jesus the ground, the opportunity,
and the free way to move and act among us, both death and Hades will be under
His control. However, whenever the Lord Jesus does not have the ground in the
church, death immediately becomes prevailing and Hades becomes powerful to
hold the dead ones. Praise the Lord that Christ has the keys of death and Hades.
Death is subject to Him and Hades is under His control. Hallelujah! (Life-study
of Revelation, pp. 110-111)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msgs. 70-71
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:8 Therefore the Scripture says, “Having ascended to the height,
He led captive those taken captive and gave gifts to men.”

2 Cor. 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the
Christ and manifests the savor of the knowledge of Him through us in
every place.

In His work in His ascension Christ led captive those taken captive. “Having
ascended to the height, He led captive those taken captive” (Eph. 4:8). The
word “height” in the quotation from Psalm 68:18 refers to Mount Zion (Psa.
68:15-16), symbolizing the third heaven where God dwells (1 Kings 8:30).
Psalm 68 implies that it was in the Ark that God ascended to Mount Zion
after the Ark had led the way to victory. Verse 1 of Psalm 68 is a quotation of
Numbers 10:35. This indicates that the background of Psalm 68 is God’s move
in the tabernacle with the Ark as its center. The Ark was a clear type of Christ.
Wherever the Ark went the victory was won. Eventually the Ark ascended
triumphantly to the top of Mount Zion. This portrays how Christ has won the
victory and has ascended triumphantly to the heavens. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 808)

Today’s Reading

The word “those” in Ephesians 4:8 refers to the redeemed saints who had
been taken captive by Satan before they were saved by Christ’s death and
resurrection. In His ascension Christ led them captive; that is, He rescued them
from Satan’s captivity and took them to Himself. This indicates that Christ has
conquered and overcome Satan, who had captured them by sin and death.

The Amplified New Testament renders “He led a train of vanquished foes”
for “He led captive those taken captive.” “Vanquished foes” may refer to Satan,
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to his angels, and to us the sinners, also indicating Christ’s victory over Satan,
sin, and death. In His ascension there was a procession of these vanquished
foes as captives from a war for a celebration of Christ’s victory.

In Adam we all were captured by Satan. This means that through Adam’s fall
we became Satan’s captives. Eventually, the Lord Jesus came to undo Satan’s
work, defeating him by His death and capturing Satan’s captives through His
death and resurrection. Then in His ascension He led these captives to the
heavens as a train, a procession. This indicates that, as believers in Christ, we
are in the heavens, for when Christ ascended to the heavens we were in that
train of captives led by Him to the highest place in the universe.

This is confirmed by Ephesians 2:6, which says that God “raised us up
together with Him and seated us together with Him in the heavenlies in Christ
Jesus.” God not only raised us up from the position of death but also seated us
in the heavenlies, in the highest place in the universe. The heavenlies are the
high position into which we have been saved in Christ. The word “heavenlies”
refers not only to a place but also to an atmosphere with a certain nature and
characteristic. God’s salvation has brought us into a heavenly place and into a
heavenly atmosphere with a heavenly characteristic.

It was in Christ that God seated us all together, once for all, in the heavenlies.
This was accomplished when Christ ascended to the heavens, and it was
supplied to us by the Spirit of Christ when we believed in Him. Today we realize
and experience this reality in our spirit through faith in the accomplished fact.

Through His death and resurrection Christ released us from the usurping
hand of Satan. Then He brought us to the heavens where we are now sitting,
not as captives but as sons of God and members of Christ. Christ’s unique work
in His ascension has brought us all to the highest place in the universe. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 808-809)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msg. 10
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:11 And | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He
who sits on it called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges
and makes war.

13 And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is
called the Word of God.

After His wedding feast, Christ will come as a fighting General with His
bride, the overcoming believers who are His army, to fight Antichrist, the kings
under him, and their armies at Armageddon.

Christ is called “Faithful and True” (Rev. 19:11). Christ is faithful both to God
and to those who believe in Him. In His faithfulness He defeats and destroys
those who oppose God and persecute the believers. He is true in carrying out
God’s economy and in caring for those who believe in Him. He is trustworthy,
and with Him there is no falsehood. (Life-study of Revelation, pp. 633, 635-
636)

Today’s Reading

Revelation 19:11 also says, “In righteousness He judges and makes war.”
Christ will judge and fight in righteousness. He judges by fighting. It is true
even today that no wrongdoers would accept the judgments of our courts if
the government had no police force to back up these judgments. Judgment
can only be executed by police power. When Christ comes to judge Antichrist,
Antichrist will be utterly rebellious. Thus, there will be the need for Christ to
fight to subdue this rebellion and to judge these rebels in righteousness. His
judging by fighting is not only according to righteousness; it is also to maintain
righteousness.

Verse 13 says, “And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood.” The garment
of Christ is dipped in blood and becomes red by His treading the winepress of
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the wine of the fury of the wrath of God (v. 15; Isa. 63:1-3) at Armageddon (Rev.
16:14, 16), where the blood will rise up to the bridles of the horses (14:20).

Revelation 19:13 also says, “His name is called The Word of God.” The Word of
God is the definition, the explanation, and the expression of God. As the Word of God,
Christ speaks for God not only by imparting life as grace to God’s chosen people in
the Gospel of John (John 1:1, 4, 14), but also by executing God’s judgment upon the
rebellious people in the Revelation of John. Even as the Lord fights, He speaks for
God and expresses God. The fighting of Christ is the speaking of the Word of God.
God is righteous and sovereign. He is also a God of order and He cannot tolerate
disorder and rebellion. As Christ fights against the enemy, He will speak that God is
sovereign, righteous, and orderly. He will declare that God is the God over everyone
and that He does not tolerate rebellion against His authority. Hence, the Warrior is
the Word. His fighting is the speaking of God’s Word.

Suppose I come into the meeting hall and find everything is in a mess. Without
saying a word, [ begin to clean up the hall. My act of cleaning says that [ am a neat
person and that I cannot tolerate a messy environment. There is no need for me to
say anything, because my cleaning speaks for me. Likewise, the Lord’s fighting in
the war at Armageddon will be a powerful speaking. It will tell Satan, Antichrist,
the false prophet, and the entire universe that God is sovereign and that no one
can rebel against Him. God is a God of order and He will sweep away all rebellion.

The Word of God is mentioned both in the Gospel of John (1:1) and in the
Revelation of John. In the Gospel of John the Word of God does not speak
anything related to fighting; rather, He speaks redemption, light, life, and
building. In the Gospel of John the Word of God speaks life and building. In the
Revelation of John the Word of God speaks not only life and building, but also
fighting. Before God can have the building He desires, He must first clean up
His universe. In this book Christ’s fighting is also His speaking for God. As the
Word of God, His fighting proclaims to the whole universe what kind of God He
is. God is not a God of confusion—He is the sovereign God, a God of order who
does not tolerate rebellion. By His fighting Christ declares this to the universe.
(Life-study of Revelation, pp. 636-638)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 55
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Message Four

Fighting the Spiritual Warfare
through Living in Christ’s Ascension
as the New Creation in Resurrection
to Become Christ’s Duplication and Counterpart

Outline

Dayl

[. “Your neck is like the tower of David, / Built for an
armory: / A thousand bucklers hang on it, / All the shields
of the mighty men”—S. S. 4:4:

A.The neck signifies the human will under God; the Lord considers the
submission of our will a most beautiful thing.

B.The lover of Christ is beautiful in having a will that is submissive to Christ
(neck like the tower of David) and that is rich in the defending power
(bucklers and shields of the mighty men):

1.If we have a submissive will, a will that has been subdued like a flock
of goats on a mountainside (v. 1b), our will is expressed like the tower
of David that holds all kinds of weapons against the attacks.

2.The lover of Christ has come out of her natural will, and now she is
standing in her resurrected will against the enemy—Eph. 6:11, 13.

3.The more our will is subdued, the more we will be transformed—
Rom. 12:2.
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4.First, our will must be subdued; then it will be strong in resurrection
and be like the tower of David, the armory for the spiritual warfare—
Eph. 6:10:

a.The weapons for spiritual warfare are kept in our subdued and
resurrected will—2 Cor. 10:3-5.

b.The bucklers and shields that protect us against the arrows of the
enemy are kept in the tower of the subdued and resurrected will of
the Lord’s seeking one.

Day 2

“Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; / With me from
Lebanon come. / Look from the top of Amana, / From the
top of Senir and Hermon, / From the lions’ dens, / From
the leopards’ mountains”—S. S. 4:8:

A.The experience of Christ’s death and resurrection has brought the seeking
one into His ascension, and now she is on the mountaintop of Christ’s
ascension and is living in ascension—Eph. 1:20; 2:5-6.

B. Christ calls His lover to live with Him in His ascension, as He had called
her to remain in His cross—S. S. 2:14:

1.Christ asks His lover as His bride to look with Him from His ascension
(Lebanon), the highest place of the truth (Amana) and of Christ’s
victory in His fighting (Senir, meaning “soft armor, ” and Hermon,
meaning “destruction”) and from the heavenly places of the enemies
(the lions’ dens and the leopards’ mountains)—4:8.

2.When the lover of Christ is living in ascension, she and Christ are
living in one condition, the condition of ascension, to be a couple; they
are the same in life and nature, perfectly matching each other.
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C.In Christ’s ascension is His victory; there is no more fighting, for the
enemy has already been defeated, and we wear soft armor to enjoy our
victory in Christ; the position of prayer is ascension, that is, a heavenly
position—Rom. 8:37; Eph. 2:6.

Day 3

I1I. Through her living in Christ’s ascension as the new creation
in resurrection, Christ’s transformed bride becomes a
garden for Christ’s private enjoyment—S. S. 4:12-16.

IV. When the overcoming lover of Christ becomes one with God to
be God’s dwelling place, in the eyes of God she is as beautiful
as Tirzah and as lovely as Jerusalem; however, to the enemy
she is as terrible as an army with banners—6:4, 10:

A.The lover of Christ is beautiful and comely before the Lord, as solid as
the heavenly city and as serene as the sanctuary; at the same time, she
displays the glory of her victory before the enemy and the world—v. 4:

1.Weapons are the most important thing to an army in battle, but
unfurled banners, signifying the glory of victory, are the most
important thing in victory—Exo. 17:15.

2.Banners indicate a readiness to fight and are also a sign that the
victory has been won—Isa. 59:19.

B. A life within the veil is not only a life before the Lord but also a life before
the enemy—S. S. 6:4; Heb. 10:19; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 6:10-12:

1.God has no intention that the lovers of Christ possess the heavenly
beauty without possessing a warring nature—2 Cor. 11:2; 10:4-6.
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2.The overcoming lover of Christ not only has a future that is full of
hope and a life that is absolutely heavenly, but she also is a victor who
constantly triumphs in her victory—S. S. 3:7-8.

Day 4

C.The lovers of Christ should be lovable and terrible at the same time;
however, many believers have lost their loveliness before the Lord and
their terribleness before the enemy—6:4, 10.

D.The building of God is always an army; when we become a city to the
Lord, we are an army to the enemy—v. 4:

1.Building cannot be separated from spiritual warfare; wherever the
building is, there is the battle—Neh. 4:1-23.

2.Fighting always accompanies the building, and the building always
brings in the victory in the battle—Matt. 16:18-19.

3.This is the consummation of the Christian life; the uttermost completion
that the seeking lover of Christ can attain is to be a city as an army.

E. A terrible army signifies that the Lord’s overcomers terrify God’s enemy,
Satan—S. S. 6:4, 10:

1.Satan is afraid of only one kind of people—those who do not love
their soul-life—Rev. 12:11.

2.The enemy is terrified of Bethel, the house of God—Gen. 35:1-5.

3.The enemy is frightened by the church that is built up as the city of
God—Neh. 6:15-16; Psa. 102:12-16.

4. The demons and the evil angels are terrified of the one new man
created by Christ on the cross—Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 2:14-15.

5.Satan is not afraid of individualistic Christians, even if they number in
the thousands, but is terrified of the church as the Body of Christ, the
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corporate warrior fighting against him and his kingdom—Eph. 6:10-20.
Day 5

V. On the day of His wedding, Christ will marry those who
have been fighting the battle against God’s enemy for
years; that is, Christ will marry the overcomers, who have
already overcome the evil one—Rev. 19:7-9, 11-16:

A.When Christ comes to fight against Antichrist and his army, He will come
as the Son of Man, and as the Son of Man, He will need a counterpart to
match Him and complete Him; this counterpart will be His bride—14:14;
19:7-9:
1.Eventually, the overcomers will be a bride collectively to marry

Christ; after their wedding, this bride will become an army to
fight alongside Christ, her Husband, to defeat Antichrist and his
followers—vv. 11-16.

2.When Christ, the Bridegroom, sees that we have reached maturity, He
will marry the bride and then come with her to defeat Antichrist and
his army and to terminate human government—Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45.

B.The overcomers who constitute the bride of Christ fight the battle against
all the enemies of God and defeat them—Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21:

1.The overcomers fight against the self—the inward adversary and the
most difficult foe—slaying it by the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God—Eph. 6:17-18.

2.The overcomers resist and defeat the principle of antichrist and the
characteristics of antichrist—1 John 2:18, 22; 2 John 7; 2 Thes. 2:3-12.

3.The overcomers war the good warfare against the differing teachings
and to carry out God’s economy—1 Tim. 1:3-4; 6:3-5, 12, 20-21; 2
Tim. 2:3-4.
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4.The overcomers engage in the warfare of life against death and reign
in life over death—Matt. 16:18; 1 Tim. 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:10; 1 John 3:14;
Rom. 5:17, 21.

5.The overcomers conquer the destructive satanic chaos and triumph
in the constructive divine economy; instead of being delivered out
of the present chaos, they conquer the chaos by the processed and
consummated Triune God as the all-sufficient grace—2 Tim. 1:9, 15;
2:1,17-18; 4:22.

VI. In the maturity of Christ’s life, the lover of Christ becomes

the Shulammite, signifying that she has become the
reproduction and duplication of Christ to match Him for
their marriage—S. S. 6:13; cf. 8:13-14; Rev. 22:20:

Day 6

A.To say that we are the same as God in the Godhead is a great blasphemy,

but if we say that we cannot be the same as God in life, nature, expression,
and function, this is unbelief; the Bible tells us repeatedly that God’s
intention is to be one with us and to make us one with Him—21:2; 22:17a;
cf. Heb. 4:2.

B.The Shulammite is likened to the dance of two camps, or two armies (Heb.

mahanaim), in the sight of God; after Jacob saw the angels of God, the two

armies of God, he named the place where he was Mahanaim and divided

his wives, children, and possessions into “two armies”—S. S. 6:13; Gen.

32:1-2:

1. The spiritual significance of the two armies is the strong testimony that
we more than conquer, we “super-overcome,” through Him who loved
us, according to the principle of the Body of Christ—Rom. 8:37; 12:5.
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2.God does not want those who are strong in themselves; He wants
only the feeble ones, the weaker ones, the women and children—1
Cor. 1:26-28; 2 Cor. 12:9-10; 13:3-5.

3.God needs a people who are one with Him, a people who are submissive
to Him, signified by the plaited hair (S. S. 1:11), and obedient to Him with
a flexible will, signified by the neck with strings of jewels (v. 10).

4.Those who are counted worthy to be overcomers will be the weaker
ones who depend on the Lord—Eph. 3:8; Rev. 3:8; Gal. 2:20.

5.When we consider how to arrive at the highest peak of the divine
revelation, we should not trust in ourselves but depend on the Lord
as love, power, and mercy to make us vessels of mercy, honor, and
glory—Rom. 9:16, 21-23; S. S. 8:5-6.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 4:1 Oh, you are beautiful, my love! Oh, you are beautiful! Your eyes
are like doves behind your veil; your hair is like a flock of goats that repose
on Mount Gilead.

4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an armory: A thousand
bucklers hang on it, all the shields of the mighty men.

Hair in the Bible always indicates something of the will. All her scattered wills
have been gathered together into rows to appear as a flock of goats on a mountain
[S.S. 4:1]....Some of the goats are standing on a lower part of the mountain, and
some are standing on a higher part. The goats are not scattered but gathered; they
are not on the plain but on the mountainside, giving a picture of submission. This
means that by the improvement from a mare to a palanquin, all the wills of the
seeking one have been dealt with. They have been subdued and gathered together
to be made into rows full of submission. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building
as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” p. 272)

Today’s Reading

Song of Songs...speaks not only of love but also of the subduing of the will. To
have complete, adequate, and thorough transformation, there must be the subduing
of the will. The more our will is subdued, the more we will be transformed.

Many of us love the Lord, but we still hold on to our will. Our concept has been
changed, and our mind has been renewed, but our will needs subduing. Many of
us are so stubborn—not only the brothers but also the sisters. The problem is not
with our heart. We do love the Lord. I believe that in the past few months the Lord
has heard many voices saying, “Lord Jesus, I love You!” But in answer to these
voices, [ believe the Lord would say, “Yes, | know that you love Me, but what about
your will?” To have our concept changed is not enough. We must go on to have our
will subdued...Maturity is reached by the subduing of the will.
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The Lord likens her neck to the tower of David (S.S. 4:4). We have seen that the
hair signifies our will, and we know that our neck also signifies our will [cf. Isa.
3:16]. Those who are rebellious toward God in the Bible are called stiff-necked
(Exo. 32:9; Acts 7:51). So we see that a flock of goats appearing on the mountain
shows the subduing of her will, and the tower of David illustrates how strong
her will is in resurrection. First of all, our will must be subdued; then it must
be strong in resurrection. The natural will must be dealt with, and then we will
have a resurrected will. The crucified and subdued will is just like a flock of goats
standing on a mountainside, but the resurrected will must be like the tower of
David builded up as an armory. An armory is a place where weapons for fighting
are kept.

We simply need to stand and resist all the enemy’s attacks. The bucklers and
the shields that protect us against the arrows of the enemy are kept in this tower,
which is the subdued and resurrected will of the Lord’s seeking one. This is the
real maturity in life.

An unsubdued will is, on the one hand, stubborn, and on the other hand,
weak. When the enemy comes, the stubborn, unsubdued will always makes an
unconditional surrender....But if we have a submissive will,..when the enemy
comes, our will is like the tower of David that holds all kinds of weapons against
his attacks.

The secret of the maturity of the seeking one in Song of Songs 3 is that her
will has been completely subdued and resurrected. Of all eight figures, the first
one is strongest in the will, and the last one has no will of its own at all. The mare
has an exceedingly strong will, but the palanquin and the crown have no will at
all. She has come out of her natural will and is now standing in her resurrected
will against the enemy. She is like the tower of David builded as an armory for the
spiritual warfare. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song
of Songs,” pp. 272-275)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the
Song of Songs,” ch. 6; CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 3
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 2:14 My dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the covert of the precipice,
let me see your countenance, let me hear your voice; for your voice is
sweet, and your countenance is lovely.

4:8 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; with me from Lebanon
come. Look from the top of Amana, from the top of Senir and Hermon,
from the lions’ dens, from the leopards’ mountains.

Christ asks His lover as His bride to look with Him from His ascension
(Lebanon), the highest place of the truth (Amana) and of Christ’s victory in His
fighting (Senir and Hermon), and from the heavenly places of the enemies (the
lions’ dens and the leopards’ mountains)...When the lover is living in ascension,
she and Christ are living in one condition, the condition of ascension, to be a
couple. Christ is divine and human, and His transformed lover is human and
divine. They are the same in life and nature, perfectly matching one another. (S.S.
4:8, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

After the lover of Christ has experienced Christ in His sweet death and His
fragrant resurrection, she determines to stay in the sweet death of Christ (the
mountain of myrrh) and His fragrant resurrection (the hill of frankincense) until
her Beloved comes back when the day dawns and the shadows flee away (S.S. 4:6).
If we have Christ, we have His sweet death because He and His death are one...We
cannot experience Christ’s death and resurrection as something separate and
apart from Christ.

In Song of Songs 2:14 He called her to be with Him in the clefts of the rock and
in the covert of the precipice. Now [in 4:8] He calls her again to be with Him in
His ascension instead of remaining on the mountain of myrrh and on the hill of
frankincense.
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In Christ’s ascension there are the positive peaks of reality, victory, and the
destruction of the enemy. Amana means “truth, reality.” This is the truth, the
reality, of the consummated Triune God; the all-inclusive Christ with His complete
redemption; and the all-inclusive, compound, life-giving, sevenfold intensified
Spirit. These realities are the three of the Triune God.

Senir means “soft armor,” signifying that the war is over and victory has been
gained. We do not need to wear the hard armor to fight. Satan is the defeated foe.
We do not need to fight, because he has been defeated already (Heb. 2:14; Col.
2:15). We are now wearing the soft armor to enjoy our victory in Christ. Hermon
means “destruction.” In ascension the enemy is destroyed.

With Christ Satan is a defeated foe, but with us he is still a troublesome one.
Therefore, Ephesians 6 says that we need to wrestle with the evil one. Christ
calls us to look from the heavenlies (v. 12), signified by the lions’ dens and the
leopards’ mountains (S.S. 4:8b). Here are Satan and his subordinates (Eph. 6:12;
2:2). Here the believers fight with Satan and his power of darkness (6:12) by
being empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength (v. 10), by putting
on the whole armor of God (vv. 11a, 13a), by standing against the stratagems of
the devil (v. 11b), by receiving the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
the word of God (v. 17), and by praying always in spirit (v. 18a) for the building
up of the Body of Christ and the spreading of the gospel (vv. 18b-20). This is the
reality of living in the ascension of Christ.

To be resurrected with Him is to enjoy the resurrected life-giving Christ. To
live in ascension is to enjoy Christ in the condition of ascension. We need to live in
ascension as God’s new creation in resurrection...Ascension, God’s new creation,
and resurrection are one. Christ is not only in the conditions of His death,
resurrection, and ascension but also in the condition of the life-giving Spirit.
He is the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit of Jesus Christ to us. Where the Spirit is,
Christ is, and it is in this Spirit that we enjoy Christ. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3,
“Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” pp. 320-321, 319-320)

Further Reading: Life-study of Song of Songs, msg. 5; CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life
and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” chs. 8-9
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 4:12 A garden enclosed is my sister, my bride, a spring shut up, a
fountain sealed.

6:4 You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, as lovely as Jerusalem, as
terrible as an army with banners.

Through her living in Christ’s ascension as the new creation in
resurrection for her growth in life and transformation by life, Christ’s
transformed bride becomes mature in the riches of the life of Christ so that
she becomes four things: a garden to satisfy Christ (S.S. 4:12—5:1; 6:2-
3), God’s dwelling place with its protection (6:4a), the heavenly bodies
as the universal light (6:10a), and a terrible army, which is the corporate
overcomer—the Shulammite (6:4b, 10b, 13, and footnotes). Here the garden
is enclosed, and there is a spring shut up, a fountain sealed, for Christ’s
private enjoyment, indicating that in experiencing Christ we, the seeking
believers, must have something private, hidden, shut up, and sealed that is
for Christ alone. (S.S. 4:12, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

This praise of the Beloved’s [in Song of Songs 6:4] indicates that her becoming
the heavenly sanctuary and the heavenly Jerusalem is due to her victory over the
enemies. Only by being an overcomer can we live within the veil.

When the overcoming lover of Christ becomes one with God to be God’s
dwelling place, in the eyes of God she is as beautiful as Tirzah and as lovely as
Jerusalem. However, to the enemy she is as terrible as an army with banners.
Banners indicate a readiness to fight and also are a sign that the victory is won.
A terrible army signifies that the overcomers of the Lord terrify God’s enemy,
Satan....This army fights the battle for God’s kingdom in the degradation of God’s
people to become the overcomers who answer the Lord’s call (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26;
3:5, 12, 21). Eventually, the overcomers will be a bride collectively to marry
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Christ (Rev. 19:7-9). After their wedding, this bride will become an army to fight
alongside Christ, her Husband, to defeat Antichrist with all his followers (Rev.
19:11-21). (S.S. 6:4, footnote 2)

[In Song of Songs 6:4] the Lord is viewing the believers from heaven, from
within the sanctuary. Hence, this is something which happens within the veil.
The Lord has mentioned her beauty and comeliness previously. But the beauty
and comeliness in this verse are more restricted than before. Tirzah is where the
palace is (1 Kings 14:17). Jerusalem is the city of the great King. Tirzah signifies
the heavenly sanctuary, the dwelling of God. Jerusalem signifies the heavenly
Jerusalem. The Lord is examining our heavenly nature and life within the
sanctuary. In that Jerusalem everything is comely, and in that Tirzah everything
is beautiful, because both are God’s new creation. Today believers are already
displaying the beauty and comeliness of the coming sanctuary.

Weapons are the most important thing to an army in battle, whereas the
banner is the most important thing in victory. If the battle is lost, the banner
is put away in shame. An unfurled banner signifies the glory of victory....The
maiden is beautiful and comely before the Lord, as solid as the heavenly city and
as serene as the sanctuary [cf. S.S. 6:4]. At the same time, she displays the glory
of her victory before the enemy and the world. A life within the veil is not just a
life before the Lord, but a life before the enemy, because the heaven in which the
saints dwell is the very heaven which the enemy assails. God has no intention for
His believers to possess only the heavenly beauty without possessing a warring
nature. The heavenly warfare is never abated before the Lord.

“Terrible as an army with banners” [S.S. 6:4]. Not only does she have a future
that is full of hope, and a life that is absolutely heavenly, but she is a victor who
constantly triumphs in her victory. She is “terrible as an army with banners.” She
goes from victory to victory. Do you know such a one? Have you seen her? (CWWN,
vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” pp. 96-97, 101)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 4; CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” chs. 9-10; Life-study of Song
of Songs, msg. 7
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 6:10 Who is this woman who looks forth like the dawn, as beautiful
as the moon, as clear as the sun, as terrible as an army with banners?

Eph. 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand
against the stratagems of the devil.

Believers ought to be lovable and terrible at the same time. Believers today
have lost their loveliness before the Lord, and they have lost their terribleness
before the enemy and the world. Are men terrified by us? The Bible often
mentions the terribleness of the Lord; He is terrible because He is holy. If we
maintain our holiness and victory, we will see the enemy retreating and the world
standing back. (CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” p. 97)

Today’s Reading

When the seeking one becomes the city, she is also an army. We mentioned
that the tenth figure is the last one, but there is also the eleventh. This is the
army. “You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As
terrible as an army with banners” [S.S. 6:4]. Why do [ say that the tenth is the
last, yet there is still the eleventh? It is because the tenth is the eleventh, and the
eleventh is the tenth. When we become a city to the Lord, we are an army to the
enemy. It is not just an armory as in the past (4:4). An armory is defensive, but
the army is offensive. It is not just a matter of defending the kingdom but also
of fighting for the kingdom. She is so beautiful to the Lord, even as beautiful as
Jerusalem. But to the enemy, she is as terrible as an army with banners. We all
know that an army with banners means victory. She is not without banners. This
means that she has won the victory already. No wonder she is so terrible to the
enemy!

First, there was the armory for the defensive warfare. But now the seeking one
has become an army marching in triumphant victory. The Hebrew word army in
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this verse is in the plural, so some versions say that she is the hosts, the troops.
It is not just one troop but the many troops with banners. She has become such
a marvelous fighting army as troops with the victory banners. We can never
separate the building from the spiritual warfare. Wherever the building is, there is
the battle. We all remember the account in Nehemiah: with one hand the people
did the building work, and with the other hand they held the weapons for battle
(4:17). While they were building, they were fighting. Fighting always accompanies
the building, and the building always brings in the victory in the battle. This is
the consummation of the Christian life. This is the uttermost completion that the
seeking one of the Lord can attain. She is now a city as an army.

In Ezekiel 37:2-10 we read the same thing. All the dry bones, after being
inbreathed with life, came alive to be built into the habitation of God. And at
the same time they were formed into an army. The building is always an army.
Without an enemy, there is no need to build a city. In human history, the city came
into existence because of the attacks of the enemies. The city is God’s dwelling
place, but it is also the fighting army to the enemy. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and
Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” pp. 289-290)

Not only is the church the Body, the new man, the bride, the family, the
kingdom, and the dwelling place; the church is also the warrior to fight against
God’s enemy. God’s enemy, Satan, is terrified of such a church. Satan is not afraid
of individualistic Christians, not even if they number in the thousands. But
whenever the believers come together as the church in the aspect of the Body
and in these other aspects, Satan trembles. By the church in these seven aspects
Christ is expressed, the Father has rest, and the enemy is defeated. May we all see
the vision that the church is not a matter of individual holiness or spirituality. On
the contrary, it is a matter of being built up together as the Body, the new man,
the bride, the family, the kingdom, the dwelling place, and the warrior. As such a
church, we defeat the enemy and prepare the way for the Lord Jesus to come back.
(Life-study of Ephesians, p. 627)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the
Song of Songs,” ch. 12
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7-8 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for
the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and
clean; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sits
on it called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes
war.

When Christ comes to fight against Antichrist and his army, He will come as
the Son of Man. As the Son of Man, He will need a counterpart to match Him and
complete Him. This counterpart will be His bride. After gaining and marrying
the church as His bride, Christ will come as the smiting stone. If Christ did not
have a bride, He would have to fight alone against Antichrist and his army.
However, Christ will have an army, and this army will be His bride. On the day of
His wedding, Christ will marry the one who has been fighting the battle against
God’s enemy for years. This means that Christ will marry the overcomers, who
have already overcome the evil one, the devil (Rev. 12:11). As the God-cut stone,
Christ with His overcomers—the corporate Christ—will strike the ten kings
with Antichrist (19:11-21), signified by the ten toes of the great human image.
In so doing, the corporate Christ will crush the great image from the toes to the
head (Dan. 2:35); that is, the corporate Christ—Christ with His newly-married
bride composed of the overcomers—will come as a stone cut without hands and
smite the human government into pieces. In this way, Christ with His bride will
annihilate human government. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4346)

Today’s Reading

[ want to stress the fact that the bride requires maturity. Christ will not marry
a bride who is immature. Only when we have reached maturity will He take us to
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be His bride. We must admit that in the Lord’s recovery we have not yet reached
maturity; we are still too young to be presented to Christ as His bride. Thus, there
is the urgent need for maturity. When Christ, the Bridegroom, sees that we have
reached maturity, He will marry the bride and then come with her as His army to
crush the human government. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 82)

We need to repent for replacing Christ with other things. We need to repent
for having a daily living that is in the principle of antichrist, that allows culture,
religion, ethics, and natural concepts to replace Christ. We need to pray, “Lord,
save us, rescue us, and deliver us from all replacements. Lord, bring us back to
Your anointing. We don’t want to be anti Christ in any way. We don’t want to be
anti the anointing. Lord, we want to live and walk in, with, through, and by the
anointing. We want to live and walk by the moving, working, and saturating of
the Triune God within us.” This is the revelation of the Bible, and this is also our
burden in the Lord’s recovery today. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 297)

Along with faith, we also need a good conscience, a conscience without
offense (Acts 24:16). A good conscience is a safeguard of Christian faith and life.
Faith and a good conscience go together. Whenever there is an offense in our
conscience, there will be a leakage, and our faith will leak away. A good conscience
accompanying faith is needed for warring the good warfare against the dissenting
teachings in a troubled local church. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, pp. 21-22)

Shulammite is the feminine form of Solomon, indicating that now the
overcomers have become the same as Christ. All the overcomers must be one with
God and must be Christ. The Shulammite was a country girl. Now, as a counterpart
of Solomon, she has become the same as Solomon in life, in nature, in expression,
and in function for the carrying out of God’s economy. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3,
“Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” p. 349)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of
Songs,” chs. 9, 12; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 426
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

S.S. 6:13 Return, return, O Shulammite; return, return, that we may gaze
at you. Why should you gaze at the Shulammite, as upon the dance of two
camps?

Gen. 32:2 And Jacob said when he saw them, This is God’s camp. So he
called the name of that place Mahanaim.

In these four things—Ilife, nature, expression, and function—we become the
same as God and Christ but not in Their Godhead. To say that we are the same as
God in His Godhead is a great blasphemy, but if we say that we cannot be the same
as God in life, nature, expression, and function, this is unbelief. The Bible tells us
again and again that God wants to be one with us and to make us one with Him.
This is God’s intention. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song
of Songs,” p. 349)

Today’s Reading

After seeing such a high vision in Song of Songs, we may ask, “Who can be such
persons?” In order to answer this we need an additional interpretation of 6:13b,
which says, “Why should you gaze at the Shulammite, / As upon the dance of two
camps?” By this time the Shulammite is like two camps, or armies, in the eyes of
God. These two armies are dancing in celebration of their victory.

This phrase two armies in Hebrew is Mahanaim. This is not a common word;
it is a historical name from the Old Testament in Genesis 32:2. Jacob decided to
go back to his fathers’ land when he could no longer stay with his uncle Laban, to
whom he had fled from his brother Esau...Jacob was returning with the fear that
Esau still wanted to kill him. As he journeyed with his family, there were no strong
ones with him. There were only feeble ones, women and children. Jacob was very
frightened at the prospect of meeting Esau. On the way “the angels of God met
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him,” and Jacob said, “This is God’s camp.” So he “called the name of that place
Mahanaim” (vv. 1-2).

After he saw the two armies of God, Jacob did a marvelous thing. He divided
his wives, children, and the rest of his possessions into two groups, or “two
armies.” He thought that if his brother Esau attacked one group, the other group
could escape being slaughtered. This is full of spiritual significance. These two
groups are not just the singular army of God but “two armies.” This means that we
are more than conquerors. It also signifies a strong testimony. God does not want
“giants.” He wants only the feeble ones, the weaker ones, the women and children.
They can become His armies because the fighting is not in their hands but in His
hands. He needs a people who are one with Him, a people who are submissive to
Him, signified by the plaited hair (S.S. 1:11), and obedient to Him with a flexible
will, signified by the neck with strings of jewels (v. 10).

When we consider how to arrive at the high peak of the revelation in Song of
Songs, we should not trust in ourselves. We may think that because the apostle
Paul was strong, he could do it. But the apostle Paul himself says that he was less
than the least among the saints (Eph. 3:8). He says, “Who is weak, and I am not
weak?” (2 Cor. 11:29)...In Romans 9:16 Paul says, “It is not of him who wills, nor
of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy” We may think that we can run,
but we cannot. It is Christ who can run. Paul also says, “It is no longer [ who live,
but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20a).

All who are strong in themselves will be disqualified...The weaker ones..who
depend on the Lord will be counted worthy to be the overcomers....In Revelation
3:8 the Lord said that those in Philadelphia had “a little power."...Remember that
these two armies were composed of Jacob’s wives and children. Eventually, none
of them fought against Esau. It was God who fought Esau by changing his attitude.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” pp. 347-349)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of
Songs,” ch. 12; Life-study of Song of Songs, msgs. 7-8
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

To the Lord we’re as a garden

Experience of Christ — Loving Him 1156
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2. O Lord, come into Thy garden,
Come, Beloved, come and eat
Freely for Thy satisfaction

Of Thy fruit, abundant, sweet.
“Yea,” Thou answerest, “I am eating
Honeycomb with honey pure.”
All sweet spices from Thy garden,
Doth Thy satisfaction, Lord, secure.

4. Now the city, fair and comely,
As the dawn, triumphantly,
Is an army strong and mighty
Marching forth in victory.
Lo, the city and the army—
Saints transformed in one accord.
What a terror to the devil,
And so beautiful unto the Lord!

3. All the produce of the garden
Is with resurrection filled
That the Lord may have a city,
Fruits of resurrection build.
From the garden to the city,
Growth transformed to precious stone;
Christ is thus expressed, reflected—
God in all His glory fully shown.
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m%: PAT~10, $—2~3, 6~9, 16~18, A Scripture Reading: Deut. 8:7-10; Josh. 1:2-3, 6-9, 16-18; 5:11-12; Col. 1:12
11 ~12, &—12

B — Day 1

T FH, H, REROTAAGLE; X 1. The good land, the land of Canaan, is a type of the all-
ZABR—W, XE—WMZRN, #ITHRA inclusive Christ, the Christ who is all and in all and who is

Ty R —m—w AN T~10: everything to us—Deut. 8:7-10:
— AR LB R HEOAEL, A TEHLAL A Only the land of Canaan is a full type, the complete and ultimate type, of
MegME; FROMEAITEABROT T AS, Christ; the type of the good land shows that Christ is the all-inclusive One.
AT RBKTROTH A RGN, 38 B.In Colossians Paul employs the concept of the all-inclusive land, speaking
PR AR FHG " — 12, HE 11 ~12: of “the allotted portion of the saints"—1:12; Josh. 5:11-12:

| X EaS HENEBERINEZ —H=411- 1.This portion is the all-inclusive Christ for our enjoyment—Col. 3:4, 11.
2 T X R EEN Ayt 0 BB 2.The Greek word rendered “portion” can also be rendered “lot,” referring

TR R - to an allotment of the inheritance, as mentioned in Joshua 14:1.
3 I DAY A E—1] » BB R E X TR A5 3.The land of Canaan was everything to the children of Israel, and Christ,
b WA E—T—H /7T~ 10 - the reality of the type of the good land, is everything to us—Deut. 8:7-10.

B = Day 2

N ARMEZER £, AP g, # I If we would possess the good land for the fulfillment of
WLIMMNE SRR, FIE R —PH A2 ~ God’s purpose, we must engage in warfare to defeat the
s~ 16: satanic forces—]Josh. 5:2-6:16:
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— MEMEBAIE— A AR FRE AT A Satan, the enemy of God, has been doing his utmost to hinder the people
EXOTHAE; RERREAEZEEANTLE of God from enjoying Christ as the all-inclusive One; he will do whatever

X E R F—H =8, 18: he can to keep us from enjoying Christ as the good land—Col. 2:8, 18:

1 BEFS K IBENNARE—EFERHN TR (# 1.To this day, evil forces are veiling the all-inclusiveness of Christ from
HEEENABENEZ HAE—HEHE3 ~4 - God’s people—2 Cor. 4:3-4.

D EXEE-NMEEEENER PR ERNIFEESS 2.There is an exceedingly real spiritual warfare in which we must
0 s JATLTFEL . HFEEEZ HANEE » NE engage; we must fight the battle to gain the all-inclusive Christ for the
FEIEE S ERBENSE T3 10~ 12 M 16- building up of the church as the Body of Christ—Eph. 6:10-12; 4:16.

) — Day 3

Z ABREMGER, WEENGFELE, 24K B.Christ is our good land, and God wants us to gain Christ, but there is a
&z, H—ERREHRY; ZANELER layer of devilish, demonic forces between us and the good land; if we
FHAF AN F L, 3ol F MK LA — would take possession of the good land for our enjoyment, we must defeat
H—12~13, =15, $=18, =~ 11 ~12, these satanic forces—Col. 1:12-13; 2:15; Eph. 3:18; 6:11-12.

= AMLARA RGP BAie By, #FA54EFMH € We need to be today’s Joshua and Caleb, fighting against and defeating the
fReg %, EAMNEFELZHORE, AFER satanic forces so that we can gain more of Christ for the building up of the

A B FIK, FRAAKZHZE— 16, Body of Christ, for the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose—4:16.
AFEXRAP LI, KM#HELET LA VA 1. Without the book of Joshua we cannot fully understand
AT ETETTEE R K the spiritual warfare in Ephesians 6:10-20:
— UEINASIE R F &, #Lex LINAF  Alsrael's fighting against the inhabitants of the land portrays the invisible
REG7EHE, AT B R F R EERE— spiritual warfare that is taking place behind the visible scene on earth—
2+ 10~21, #7510~ 20, Dan. 10:10-21; Eph. 6:10-20.

Z ANAERLY LT E, ARLY P, B.That there is a spiritual warfare in the invisible scene behind the visible

H e ROF K, TR T AR L F KU, scene means that in addition to war on the earth, there is a war between
AP AMEREZ BEEFE—12 T, God and Satan in the air—v. 12.
= BB, AR EALFILE: C. Ephesians 2 indicates that in the heavenlies there are different layers:
| REEEmREN—E  e=EXLt  fER118— 1.Christ is in the highest layer, the third heaven, to be our everything as
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U mEIAIE——3 > BT~ 10 our good land—1:3; Deut. 8:7-10.
2 HRABELEREN—E > sEZ=d > FEALERE 2.There is a lower layer of the heavenlies—the air, where Satan as the

EZEPRERENE > M DAY Bl ruler of the authority of the air is frustrating the people on earth from
B B APEE R LB A A ER AR A contacting God and receiving Christ; this is typified by the Canaanites,
FRRA—HH 2 - who were frustrating Israel from entering into the good land—Eph. 2:2.

9 BN EEERLEBEERMNGE L, LM D.If we would take possession of Christ for our enjoyment, we must fight
FFEMBAE S, FRERSHAT, Ui against and defeat the satanic forces in order to gain more of Christ for
#AEFHFHR—=8, @16, =21 ~22 the building up of the Body of Christ—3:8; 4:16; 2:21-22.

B O Day 4

H XMNEHER E4HF B2, L IV, In order to possess the good land and defeat the satanic
M R A ARG L P —FH—2~3, 6~9 forces, we need to be formed into a corporate Joshua—
Josh. 1:2-3, 6-9:

— A B RXEMMEITFLAGERIFHEA; A AAs the good land, Christ is ready to be taken and possessed by His
f, HEAAMETRBA, BA. BHHF believers; however, there is the need for those who are ready to take Him,

THGLF T A—F—21, R+t®@W6~9, possess Him, experience Him, and enjoy Him in His all-inclusiveness—
24, B—3: Deut. 1:21; Num. 14:6-9, 24; Josh. 1:3:

| ) PBW—E=TH5H » BAMCLLNERGSLE 1.Joshua 1:3 indicates that although God had given Israel the good land,
FUN » AR TRZE RS AR, - Israel still needed to take the land.

2MAIEESWEE  LRER Y (Ea £ A D 2.They needed to cooperate with God by rising up to fulfill God’s
H—10~ 1577 ¢ commission to possess the land—vv. 10-15.

B & Day 5
ZAPBHAREIAZEANEHFZH, #HELFE.  B.Joshualed the children of Israel to enter the promised land and to take it,

BH . FXAH—6T: possess it, and enjoy it—v. 6:

1 LS AT EREE S~ T RER > & 1.The response of Israel to Joshua implied their willingness, their
FIFH > FEHMIIA RSP LEOEE - 5 readiness, and their being in one accord not only with Joshua but also
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with Jehovah their God, as expressed by their blessing Joshua in the
name of their God—vv. 16-18.

2.Israel had become a corporate Joshua, chosen, called, redeemed,
saved, trained, prepared, and qualified by God, ready to go on with
God as one to take the land of Canaan—3:10-11, 17.

3.To gain the all-inclusive Christ, we need to be a corporate Joshua,
fighting the battle, taking the land, and enjoying Christ as our
inheritance—1:1-3, 6, 9.

C. After being formed, constituted, disciplined, trained, and qualified, God’s
people had come to the plains of Moab, where they were waiting to enter
into the good land, to take it, and to possess it—Num. 36:13:

Day 6

1.The formation of the children of Israel into an army to fight for God
typifies the New Testament believers’ being built up into the organic Body
of Christ to fight for the carrying out of His economy—Eph. 4:16; 6:12.

2.God’s army, a corporate Joshua, was prepared and ready to take the
good land under the blessing of God in His Divine Trinity and also
under the blessing of Moses, the man of God—Num. 6:22-27; 2 Cor.
13:14; Deut. 30:16; 33:1.

V. “We all need to know what the recovery is, where the

recovery is, and what kind of persons can take the recovery
on. We all need to see that in the Lord’s recovery today we
are on a battlefield. We should be today’s Joshua and Caleb,
fighting against Satan’s aerial forces so that we can gain more
of Christ for the building up of the Body of Christ, setting up
and spreading the kingdom of God so that Christ can come
back to inherit the earth” (Life-study of Joshua, p. 61).
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<« WEEK S5 — DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Deut. 8:10 And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless
Jehovah your God for the good land which He has given you.

Col. 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share
of the allotted portion of the saints in the light.

The good land, the land of Canaan (Deut. 8:7-10), is a type of the all-inclusive
Christ, the Christ who is all and in all and who is everything to us. The Passover,
the manna, the tabernacle with its furniture, and all the offerings are types
depicting various aspects of Christ. Only the land of Canaan is a full type, the
complete and all-inclusive type, of Christ. In the Old Testament no type other than
the good land shows that Christ is the all-inclusive One. Therefore, the good land
is the ultimate type of Christ found in the Scriptures. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 466-467)

Today’s Reading

In the Bible the land is a figure, a symbol, of Christ. The land that came out
of the death water on the third day (Gen. 1:9-10, 13) is a type of the resurrected
Christ who came out of death on the third day. Many different kinds of life,
including vegetable, animal, and human life, then came out of the land (Gen. 1:11-
12, 24-25). This signifies that Christ is the source of all kinds of life. Everything
God prepared for mankind is concentrated in the land. God’s intention revealed
in the Scriptures is that Christ should be our land. Christ as the good land, the
land that came out of the death water, the land that was elevated above and
surrounded by the death water, is depicted by the land of Canaan.

This land is the crucial focus of the Old Testament. For this reason the Lord
speaks of the land again and again. He called out Abraham and told him that He
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would bring him into a certain land, the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:1). The center of
God’s plan, speaking according to type, is the good land with its temple and city.

In Colossians Paul employs the concept of the all-inclusive land. In Colossians
1:12 he speaks of “the allotted portion of the saints.” This portion is the all-
inclusive Christ for our enjoyment. The Greek word in this verse can be rendered
“portion” and can also be rendered “lot,” referring to an allotment; [hence, it is
an “allotted portion”]. When Paul was writing the Epistle to the Colossians, he no
doubt had in mind the picture of the allotting of the good land to the children of
Israel (Josh. 14:1). He used the word portion with the Old Testament record of the
land as the background. God gave His chosen people, the children of Israel, the
good land for their inheritance for their enjoyment. In Colossians Christ is revealed
as our portion, our lot. Just as the land of Canaan was everything to the children of
Israel, so Christ, the reality of the type of the good land, is everything to us.

The good land provided whatever the children of Israel needed: water, wheat,
barley, vines, fig trees, pomegranates, olive trees, animals, milk, honey, stones,
iron, copper. All these items, most of which are mentioned in Deuteronomy 8:7-10,
are types of Christ. He is the water that springs from valleys and hills. He is the
wheat, which signifies the incarnated and crucified Christ, and the barley, which
signifies the resurrected Christ. The vine typifies Christ as the sacrificing One
who cheers God and man; the fig tree, the sweetness and satisfaction of Christ as
our life supply; the pomegranate, the abundance and beauty of the life of Christ;
the olive tree, Christ as the man filled with the Spirit and anointed with the Spirit
as the oil of exultant joy; the animal life, Christ with His redeeming life; milk and
honey, Christ in His richness and sweetness; stones, iron, and copper, Christ as the
materials for building and fighting.

In Acts 26:18 Paul refers to the all-inclusive Christ as our inheritance. As the
result of having our eyes opened and of being transferred from the authority of
Satan to God, we not only have the forgiveness of sins, but we also receive a divine
inheritance. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 467-468)

Further Reading: The All-inclusive Christ, ch. 1
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those who are
perishing, in whom the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the
unbelievers that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
Is the image of God, might not shine on them.

[Our] inheritance is the Triune God Himself with all that He has, all He has
done, and all He will do for His redeemed people. This Triune God is embodied in
the all-inclusive Christ (Col. 2:9) who is the portion allotted to the saints as their
inheritance. The Holy Spirit, who has been given to the saints, is the foretaste,
the seal, the pledge, and the guarantee of this divine inheritance (Rom. 8:23; Eph.
1:13-14), which we are sharing and enjoying today as a foretaste and will share
and enjoy in full in the coming age and for eternity (1 Pet. 1:4). The good land
truly is a type of the all-inclusive Christ. Christ, the embodiment of the processed
Triune God, has been given to us as our inheritance. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 468)

Today’s Reading

The center of the Old Testament is the temple within the city built in the good
land. If we know the Scriptures and have light from God, we shall realize that the
center of God’s eternal plan, speaking according to the type, is the land with its
temple and city. Beginning with the book of Genesis, the Old Testament takes the
land as the center and mentions again and again something related to the land. As
we have pointed out repeatedly, the land is the figure of the all-inclusive Christ, a
type of Christ as everything to us.

Satan, the enemy of God, has been doing his utmost continually to frustrate the
people of God from enjoying the good land. He will do whatever he can to spoil
the enjoyment of Christ as the land.
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Out of the fallen race made rebellious by Satan, God called one man, Abraham,
and told him that He would bring him into a certain land. However, even this
chosen one gradually drifted away from the land into Egypt, and the Lord had to
bring him back to the land. Eventually, his descendants left this land and went
down into Egypt. After a long period of time, the Lord brought His people out of
Egypt and back to the good land. Centuries later, the enemy moved again and sent
the army from Babylon to spoil the land and capture the people. But after seventy
years the Lord brought them back once more to the good land. By all this we see
that the history of the Old Testament is related to the land. God’s work is always
to recover the land, whereas the enemy’s work is always to frustrate, spoil, and
hinder the enjoyment of the land and do something to bring the land into chaos.
The enemy’s intention is to assault the land and take it over. But after the enemy
makes his attempt, God moves to fight for His people and to recover the land
again. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 165-167)

We must fight the battle with the enemy. Though we are enjoying a portion
of the all-inclusive Christ, yet the enemy and his evil forces in the heavenlies are
still usurping and occupying the land. You and I have to fight the battle to take
possession of the entire land. Brothers and sisters, as soon as we enjoy Christ in
such a way, we realize in our spirit the reality of the evil forces in the heavenlies.
These evil forces are veiling the all-inclusiveness of Christ from the Lord’s children.
Very few of the Lord’s people can realize the all-inclusiveness of Christ simply
because of the accusations of the evil powers in the heavenlies. To this very day,
the evil forces are still veiling the all-inclusiveness of Christ. Therefore, we must
fight the battle. There is an exceedingly real spiritual warfare in which we must
engage. By enjoying something of the all-inclusive Christ, we will be burdened for
this fighting; we will be burdened for this battle. That is why we have been formed
as an army. The conflict is before us. (The All-inclusive Christ, p. 165)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 6, 20

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 4



%ILEOJ%JE—

I]'L_Jl

BN 11 ~12 “BF /AL EE, F4810]

A ASEAE, KA ERGKT, BERMATRE S50
WZA%&,E%E%%%&%\ﬁﬂ%\%%
BRI, AR RREANI TG E R WS
B, 7

EXA AP LI, RNFALET LA AP ITSFE
PHERFHR. ENRAEFROTELHE, EARLY
TR PR B R EF R, XAV, BT EX L EF R
LSk, AP AAY SRR MayF K, EFRFTE
T AR KRB R RN ER, AE A BT
LB, &Ntz n, A—EBEREVHES.
HAVEIE R LA KA F 2, 3L H WX 2 fifa
HH (AP RTAGEL, LZR) .

EREE

HABITMRTHFSE, 2TH%E, 124 2 4R
T etk tH, BEAP T —F, IREHMAHF
IR 2 R AR KT, ARMA T K. HEEg: KR,
VAEB D 894 LAY & B 4 R AR T 12293 Ay nt
KRG, AAFZFEAT R, #0978 B350 s
Eh., FRRIFAEZ S L3, A —HKXFan
f%, KREGILFRITT I A aediabagpy, A bEz S
AP e E

B b, ARXRKMNEZKREZWHILAE—F, -
KMAAGAE D], KATELH KM TIP, 12 F 651k
Atz F. BEREAMNEE 24T R R 91k, -

— A AR AR EIFH Y G, e KAV A LAY

O N\FHEHBTRE-FB5BBEMES-E51

« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:11-12 Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to
stand against the stratagems of the devil, for our wrestling is not against
blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenlies.

Without [the book of] Joshua we cannot fully understand the spiritual
warfare in Ephesians 6. There is spiritual warfare in the invisible scene behind
the visible scene. This means that in addition to war on the earth, there is a war
between God and Satan in the air. The heavenlies are full of Satan’s forces. Christ
is our good land, and God wants us to gain Christ, but there is a layer of devilish,
demonic forces between us and the good land. If we would take possession of the
good land for our enjoyment, we have to defeat these satanic forces. (Life-study of
Joshua, p. 60)

Today’s Reading

Joshua conquered many nations and killed many kings, but he conquered
only a narrow strip of land. According to Joshua 1, the land stretched from the
Mediterranean to the Euphrates. The good land was wide and spacious; however,
Israel’s territory never spread to the Euphrates. Since there was much fighting
and rebellion after the time of Joshua, there was not the opportunity for God’s
people to build a temple. When David gained more land and there was a time of
peace, Solomon, David’s son, was able to build the temple of God to set up God'’s
kingdom on earth.

In principle, our situation is the same in the Lord’s recovery today...We are
God’s Israel, and we have our Captain, but the Lord’s recovery is still involved in
a struggle. Every day we need to engage in spiritual warfare. It is hard to get an
increase...Our enemies are not humans on the earth but evil forces in the air, who
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hinder people from believing into the name of the Lord Jesus and who frustrate
the saved ones from pursuing Christ to the uttermost.

We all need to know what the recovery is, where the recovery is, and what kind
of persons can take the recovery on. We all need to see that in the Lord’s recovery
today we are on a battlefield. We should be today’s Joshua and Caleb, fighting
against Satan’s aerial forces so that we can gain more of Christ for the building up
of the Body of Christ, setting up and spreading the kingdom of God so that Christ
can come back to inherit the earth. It is not adequate for us simply to be spiritual
and holy. We need to learn of Joshua and Caleb to represent God’s interest in this
age to fight down the enemies that Christ can be gained by people and that Christ
can be increased by His pursuers.

In Ephesians 1, which is typified by Joshua 1, we can see that everything has
been finished and completed and that every blessing in Christ is there in the
heavenlies, waiting for God’s chosen, redeemed, and perfected people to take and
enjoy as their inheritance. According to Ephesians 1 we have been chosen by God
to partake of His holy nature and we have been predestinated by God to have His
life in order to become His sons (vv. 4-5). Furthermore, Christ’s redemption has
brought us into Christ as the embodiment of the Triune God to be the realm in
which and the element by which we can be made God'’s inheritance (vv. 7, 11).
Having been redeemed and having been put into Christ as the realm and the
element, we are daily being reconstituted and transformed by this element to
be a treasure for God’s inheritance. As we take Christ and enjoy Him as our
inheritance, we become God'’s inheritance.

Ephesians 2 indicates that in the heavenlies there are different layers. Christ
is in the highest layer, the third heaven, to be our everything as our good land.
But there is a lower layer of the heavenlies—the air, where Satan as the ruler of
the authority of the air is frustrating the people on earth from contacting God
and from receiving Christ (v. 2). This is typified by the Canaanites, who were
frustrating Israel from entering into the good land. (Life-study of Joshua, pp. 60-
61, 14)

Further Reading: The All-inclusive Christ, chs. 12-13
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Josh. 1:3 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads | have given
to you, as | promised Moses.

6 Be strong and take courage, for you will cause this people to inherit the
land which | swore to their fathers to give to them.

In Genesis God promised Abraham that He would give the good land to
Abraham’s descendants. More than four hundred years later, God sent Moses
to deliver Israel out of Egypt, telling him that He was sending him to bring the
people into the good land. It was a fact that God had given the land to Israel, but
this fact was not yet practical. Rather, it was a promise that still needed to be
fulfilled. Not even at the time when Israel came to the plains of Moab under the
leadership of Joshua was the giving of the good land to Israel a practical fact, for
the land had not yet become Israel’s possession. Only after Israel had gained the
good land and had taken possession of it did the land actually become theirs as a
practical fact. (Life-study of Joshua, pp. 31-32)

Today’s Reading

The good land had been promised to Israel, and the situation was ready for
the land to be given to Israel in actuality. God, the Giver, had done everything, but
there was still the need for Israel, the receiver, to do something to take possession
of what God had given.

The principle is the same with the preaching of the gospel today. God’s
salvation has been promised, prepared, and completed in Christ and with Christ.
Everything is ready for this salvation to be given to sinners. God wants to give
salvation to sinners, but they need to respond to Him by receiving His gift of
salvation. To respond to God by receiving His salvation is to do something helpful
for God. Actually, to receive God’s salvation is to do God a favor. If you know the
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heart of God, you will realize that whenever a sinner repents and receives Christ,
that sinner is doing God a favor.

At the beginning of the book of Joshua, Israel was ready to go forward, to take
the good land, to possess it, and to enjoy it. For Israel to do this meant that they
were doing something for Christ, who is typified by the good land. Otherwise, the
good land would have lain there idle. Today, Christ as the good land is ready to be
taken and possessed by His believers. However, where are those who are ready
to take Him, possess Him, and enjoy Him as the all-inclusive good land? Many
sinners are not willing to respond to Christ, and even many of His believers are
not willing to respond to Him by taking Him, possessing Him, and enjoying Him.

In order for God to regain the earth from the usurping hand of the enemy,
we need to be in full cooperation and coordination with Him in the principle of
incarnation. We need to be one with God in His heart’s desire and in His move on
earth. Today God wants to save people, but in order to do this, He needs us to be
one with Him according to the principle of incarnation.

God’s charge (Joshua 1:1-4) was that Joshua should enter into God’s promised
land. His charge to the land-takers was based upon His ordination, initiation, and
choosing. The land-takers needed to sacrifice themselves, deny themselves, give
up their own interest and preference in all things, and run the risk of their lives
for the carrying out of God’s eternal economy.

In verse 2 God said to Joshua, “Moses My servant is dead; now then arise, and
cross over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land which I am giving to
them, to the children of Israel.” Here we see that the good land had been given
to Israel by God. “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads I have given
to you, as I promised Moses” (v. 3). This verse indicates that even though God
had given Israel the good land, Israel still needed to take the land. On the one
hand, there was God’s giving of the good land; on the other hand, there was the
cooperation of God’s people in rising up to fulfill God’s commission to possess the
land. (Life-study of Joshua, pp. 32, 9-10)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joshua, msgs. 1-2
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Josh. 1:16-17 And they answered Joshua, saying, All that you have
commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. As in all
things we listened to Moses, so we will listen to you. Only may Jehovah
your God be with you, as He was with Moses.

The content of the book of Joshua is that Joshua led the children of Israel
to enter the promised land and to take it, possess it, allot it, and enjoy it. The
sequence here is quite significant. First, the children of Israel entered the
promised land, and then they possessed it and occupied it. Following this, the land
was allotted, apportioned, to each tribe in a particular way. Then they enjoyed the
land. (Life-study of Joshua, p. 4)

Today’s Reading

The children of Israel agreed with Joshua in taking God’s commission [Josh.
1:16-18]. Their response implied their willingness, their readiness, and their
being in one accord not only with Joshua but also with Jehovah their God as
expressed by their blessing of Joshua in the name of their God. They were one
with the Triune God in the great wheel of His economy for the purpose of gaining
the good land. (Life-study of Joshua, p. 12)

The pagan tribes which occupied the promised land signify the different
aspects of the natural life....God has promised to cut off all the pagan tribes, all
the aspects of our natural life. However, it is important for us to realize that God’s
driving out of the natural life depends on two matters. First, it depends on our
growth, on our increase, reproduction, and multiplication. The more we grow, the
more God drives away the natural life. Second, God’s driving out the pagan tribes
depends on our taking the initiative to drive out these tribes. In Exodus 23:28-30
God indicates that He will drive out the tribes, but in verse 31 He says, “You shall
drive them out from before you.” Yes, God promises to drive them out, but we
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must take the initiative. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 881)

Joshua 1 shows us that everything was ready. Israel had been prepared
through God’s dealing with them for several hundred years in Egypt and for
forty years in the wilderness. Israel had become a corporate Joshua, chosen,
called, redeemed, saved, trained, prepared, and qualified by God. There in the
plains of Moab they did not have any land or inheritance. They were ready to
go on with God as one to take the land of Canaan, which typifies the rich, all-
inclusive Christ.

In Joshua 1, God’s move had reached a certain situation. At that time the entire
earth was full of idols and demons. In a sense, God had been chased away from
the earth, which He had created for Himself, and did not have a way to be the Lord
of the earth as well as of the heavens. However, among all the nations and peoples,
God had separated Israel, His elect, for the carrying out of His economy. They had
nothing to do with any idols or demons. On the contrary, they were occupied with
the God of the heavens and the earth. After being formed, constituted, disciplined,
trained, and qualified, God’s people had come to the plains of Moab where they
were waiting to enter into the good land, to take it, and to possess it.

God came in to call Joshua and to tell him to take the lead so that he and the
children of Israel could enter into the good land and possess it. Joshua took the
word from Jehovah and charged the children of Israel to perform God’s commission
(vv. 1-15). The land-takers had to prepare themselves to move with God in His
move....To take the good land, they had to enter into a full coordination with God in
His move. If the children of Israel had looked at themselves, they would have said
that there was no possibility. But their possibility was the unique God, who needed
His elect people to cooperate with Him in His move to carry out His economy, in His
desire to move in His economy as the great wheel. Here God seemed to be saying,
“Israel, My elect, you must know that there is no need for you to do anything. Simply
cooperate with Me. I am motivating the wheel to run. You need to be one with Me.
Go in to possess the land, and [ will slaughter the idol worshippers through you.
Without you I cannot do anything.” (Life-study of Joshua, pp. 13-14, 8-9)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joshua, msgs. 4, 6, 10
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Num. 36:13 These are the commandments and the ordinances which
Jehovah commanded through Moses to the children of Israel in the plains
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

6:27 So shall they put My name upon the children of Israel, that | Myself
may bless them.

The children of Israel were formed into a body to fight for God as warriors and
serve God as priests for the carrying out of God’s purpose. God’s purpose is to have
the New Jerusalem, to mingle Himself with His redeemed people. The formation of
the children of Israel into a body to fight for God and to serve God typifies the New
Testament believers being built up into the organic Body of Christ to fight for God
for the carrying out, in its service to God, of God’s eternal economy.

The children of Israel were formed into an army able to fight for the protection
of God’s testimony (the Ark in the tabernacle). This indicates that, in a very real
sense, the church today is fighting for the protection of the incarnated God. God in
Himself needs no protection, but God in His embodiment needs to be protected by
the fighting of the church. (Life-study of Numbers, pp. 12-13)

Today’s Reading

To serve the Lord and to fight for His kingdom are not shallow, small, or light
matters. On the contrary, these matters are very deep, high, and profound. We
must be up to the level of a Nazarite, one who overcomes natural affection, earthly
pleasure, rebellion, and unexpected death. If we overcome these four things and
stay away from them, we will be in a position to receive God Himself as our blessing.

After the record of the Nazarite vow, the Lord told Moses to tell Aaron and his
sons—all the priests, who were so close to Him—to bless His people in the way
of His Divine Trinity. Jehovah is the Triune God. As the Triune God, He dispenses
Himself into us in His divinity and in His Divine Trinity. Without being triune, God
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could not dispense Himself into His chosen people as their blessing. The very
blessing is God Himself dispensed into His chosen people. Although God desires
to bless His chosen people in this way, they need to come up to a standard that
matches His blessing.

The unique blessing in the whole universe is God Himself. Anything besides
God is vanity. The entire universe was created by God, yet without God, apart from
God, even the universe created by God is vanity. The existence of the universe is a
great miracle, but without God the miraculous existence of the universe is vanity.
Apart from God, everything is “vanity of vanities” (Eccl. 1:2). Only God Himself is
real. Only He is the blessing to us. If we gained the entire universe yet missed God,
we would be the most pitiful persons. History is filled with cases of people who
gained many riches and many material things but who eventually realized that,
without God, it was all vanity. God Himself is our blessing, and this blessing comes
to us through the dispensing of the divine Being into us in His Divine Trinity—in
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

The traditional and even the basic theology concerning God’s Divine Trinity
does not have the view that the Divine Trinity is for God to dispense Himself into
us. This light has come to us only in the last thirty years.

Ephesians 1 gives us a record of how the Triune God blesses His chosen,
redeemed, and transformed people in His Divine Trinity. This chapter is mainly
on the three steps of God’s blessing us in His Divine Trinity, that is, on how He
blesses us in the Father (vv. 3-6), in the Son (vv. 7-12), and in the Spirit (vv. 13-
14). Eventually, because of such a flow of the Divine Trinity as the blessing to
God’s chosen people, there is an issue, and the issue of this blessed flow is the
church as the Body of Christ, the fullness of the One who fills all in all (vv. 22-
23). The church as the Body of Christ is the total issue of the Divine Trinity as a
flow to dispense all that God is into His chosen people. The Body of Christ is the
fullness, the totality, of the One who fills all in all. (Life-study of Numbers, pp.
77-78)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 11, 73-74
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Message Six
The Prayer of the Age to Fulfill God’s Economy
and the Sacrifice of Praise to Display Christ’s Victory

Outline
Scripture Reading: Acts 2:36; Eph. 1:19-23; Psa. 22:3; 119:164; Heb. 13:15; 2 Chron.

20:20-22

Day 1

The prayer of the age is the prayer of the church as the
Body of Christ, as the one new man, the prayer that
exercises the authority of Christ as the ascended Lord and
Head of the Body to fulfill God’s economy; to enter into this
kind of prayer, we need a heavenly vision to see something
that is far beyond our natural concept—Eph. 1:17:

A.We need to see the meaning of the ascension of Christ:

1.The ascension of Christ indicates that the entire work of redemption
has been completely accomplished—Heb. 1:3; 10:12.

2.The ascension of Christ indicates that the lordship of Christ has been
established—Acts 2:36:

a.Everything that the Lord has obtained and attained is being
transmitted “to the church”—Eph. 1:19-23; 3:20-21.

2018 Memorial Day Conference - Message 6 - Outline - Page 1



b BATEEE N ERNEE > sEABesmeszs
WU NFEHENTE > HFREG2ERENL AW
AT > H HH B EHAAE N —Y) > #iH
EIME S RN E L ——22 ~ 23
EME2ANGABTIRZE 2001, BEB
AALBHIR BLUREELABRGRET A
—F; FIRBRERA—, FIRGHIEE K93
LR A—H—HaT+ =12, 27, % £ 30,

BAVE ZA RAEA B AR B2 0Bm:
| SAREIRUN 5 & R ATis F 2 SRR -

K

Jn

DEAMENE = BN SE FEIAEEHN
H—RZNI8 T~19 B B+ 19-

A =
RINVE BF LA AR I HKZL B LA

| R SRR SRS S  PREAIENE
SRS  EAE—F > RITTEEECHRE
BEES - BERRH > JITSEBNGER
——Z2F /(48

2 EBRPBEE > Bl PR ZRE N TR L3 ;
R UL C BB AT ¢

2 BHEAE N LS ARITTEIIS 5 R
RIEEGAIEFA, -

b EHCAATIFHNREL | WEZEMIEA S
ST WE A - ATEE TR
S UIHB - BRI R - A —
—20~21-

B

O N\FEBTREFERMAE-F 20

b.We need to see the heavenly fact that Christ has been exalted by God,
established as the Lord of the universe, and made Head over all things to the
church; all things are under His feet, and everything that He has obtained
and attained is being transmitted to the church, which is His Body—1:22-23.

B.We need to see the church’s position as the Body of Christ; because the
church is the Body of Christ, the position of the church is exactly the same
as that of Christ; since the Body is one with the Head, the position of the
Body is exactly the same as that of the Head—1 Cor. 12:12, 27; Eph. 5:30.

C. We need to see the authority of the church as the Body of Christ:

1.The authority of the Body is the authority of the Head exercised by
the Body.

2.As the church, the Body of Christ, we need to assume the authority of
Christ—Matt. 28:18b-19a; Luke 10:19.

Day 2

D.We need to see the prayer of the church as the Body of Christ:

1.This kind of prayer is not the prayer of individual believers but the
prayer of the church as the Body of Christ; physically, we may be
praying in our room only by ourselves, but spiritually, we are one
with the Body—cf. 1 Kings 8:48.

2.In this kind of prayer, we do not beg the Lord to do something for us;
instead, we claim what the Lord has obtained and attained:

a. Christ has obtained the lordship and the headship; He is the Lord and
the Head over all things to the church.

b.Christ has attained the highest place in the universe; He has been
raised from the dead and is seated at God’s right hand in the
heavenlies, far above all rule, authority, power, and lordship in the
universe—Eph. 1:20-21.
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3 IRAMRIE L EFA-REFTEENES - AT DI 3.When we pray according to what the Lord has obtained in ascension,

FZW 0 o BATAEEHBIE S A FIRNS we may pray, “Lord, we do not go along with the present situation;
& A TR A-RINILY > HSZHURR N E S 77 - as Your Body, we take the ground of Your ascension and claim Your
PANLT B ATHY s lordship over the present situation.”

) — Day 3

4 BEAVRIE T AR ERAEINES  RITREE 4.When we pray according to what the Lord has attained in ascension,
EFATE W UERENTERNE s BITESKE > & we should simply declare who we are and where we are; we are in
RIELE - skl BlTEERS > UK the Body, the Body is in the Head, and the Head is transcendent; if we
TRV B 3 BRIS 2T - el THt = have the vision that we are the Body of the Head and that the Head is
X1ty » TR EES AT - &R VMK now transcendent, we will take the ground to claim what the Lord has
=YD . “RERILTR  FDOHE L | IS attained and tell all the negative things, “Do not bother me. Go to the lake
IFRGETY » IR -7 of fire! I am transcendent. You cannot touch me. You are under my feet.”

SHESERSTEIER Y EHAE— BEFA R 5.Because the Body is one with the Head in the heavens, the Body has
H BRI R Z LR E M H B — KR the authority to bind and loose what has already been bound and
19> +/018 - loosed in the heavens—Matt. 16:19; 18:18.

6 Ao EEHEEA > XEARETRIEE & 6.The church is built upon a rock, and this rock is the ascended Christ; as
8 AR AT Ea—TN 18« a result, the gates of Hades cannot prevail against the church—16:18.

A AMEREHFNZMNELE, RERALEGS E. To fully enter into this kind of prayer and be able to exercise the authority
WA AR, AR E R AL ARG given by the Head to the Body, there are two things that we must realize:

| BATAIMNE » T T2 B AERRIEER » FA T ATE 1.We must realize that we are members of the Body, and we must live,
SAREAE ~ (T T 540 > (2 BAAEIA - act, and move in the Body; as an example, imprisonment did not
HSH SEBH SRR - WX SRE N — isolate Paul from the Body of Christ or cut him off from the supply of
BE—19 - the Body—Phil. 1:19.

2 RN HE A& » JATAMEEE L AR E 2.In our daily life we must always put off the old man and put on the
SEH - —EREHAHZELTA S BTAZHL new man by being renewed in the spirit of our mind; the new man is
EE 5K BeAEEEESAR M 22 ~ composed of the Head with the Body, Christ with the church—Eph.
24> " 15~16- 4:22-24; 2:15-16.
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F. “We need to see the vision of the ascended Christ and learn to pray the
prayer of authority. For two thousand years these matters have been
neglected, but we believe that in these last days the Lord is going to
recover them. Too often we do not take the ground of Christ’s ascension
and claim what He has obtained and attained. Nevertheless, we believe
that the Lord will recover this lost ground. This is the highest peak, the
highest mountain of the good land. In these last days the Lord will recover
this highest peak, this highest mountain. We must realize the facts, take
the ground, and claim what the Head has obtained and attained. This is
the prevailing prayer of the church. This is the prayer of the age”—The
Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1963, vol. 1, p. 165.

Day 4
II. Praise is the highest work carried out by God’s children:

A.The highest expression of a saint’s spiritual life is his praise to God.

B.God’s throne is the highest point in the universe, yet He sits “enthroned /
Upon the praises of Israel”—Psa. 22:3.

C. God’s name and even God Himself are exalted through praise:

1.David praised God seven times a day; the Christian life soars through
praises; to praise is to transcend everything to touch the Lord—
119:164.

2.David appointed Levites to play instruments to commemorate, thank,
and praise God before the Ark of the Covenant of God—1 Chron. 16:4-6.

3.When Solomon completed the building of Jehovah’s temple, the
priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah into the Holy of
Holies; when the priests came out of the Holy Place, the Levites stood
beside the altar, sounded the trumpets, and sang with cymbals, harps,
and lyres; together they sounded praise to God, and at that moment
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the glory of Jehovah filled His house—2 Chron. 5:7, 12-14.

4.We should praise the Lord all our life; we should sing praises to our
God—Psa. 146:2; Hymns, #717, #124, #166.

5.When we, the many sons of God, meet as the church and praise the
Father, the firstborn Son sings hymns of praise to the Father in our
singing—Heb. 2:12.

D.“Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to God,
that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name”—13:15:

1.The book of Psalms is, in fact, a book of praise in the Old Testament;
however, the Psalms contain chapters not only of praises but also of
sufferings; God wants His people to know that the praising ones are
the very ones who have been led through trying situations and whose
feelings have been wounded, yet God perfected praises out of these
ones—8:1-2; 84:4-6; 42:7,11; 45:1-2.

2.The loudest praise comes very often from the ones who are passing
through hardships, adverse environments, and downtrodden feelings; this
kind of praise is most pleasing to God and is blessed by Him—cf. 23:4.

Day 5

3.The nature of praise is an offering, a sacrifice; in other words, praise
comes from pain, suffering, and loss; God desires His children to
praise Him through everything and in every situation—Heb. 13:15.

E. Praise is the way to display Christ’s victory and overcome spiritual attacks:

1. The ultimate goal of Satan is to stop all praises to God; prayer signifies
spiritual warfare, but praise signifies spiritual victory; whenever we
praise, Satan flees.
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2.“About midnight Paul and Silas, while praying, sang hymns of praise
to God; and the prisoners were listening to them”—Acts 16:25:

a. Paul and Silas offered the sacrifice of praise in the jail; the wounds on their
bodies were not yet healed, their pain was not soothed, their feet were in
the stocks, and they were shut in an inner jail of the Roman Empire.

b.What was there to be joyful about? What was there to sing about? But there
were two persons with transcendent spirits, who had surpassed everything;
when they praised in such a way, the doors of the jail opened, the chains fell off,
and even the jailer and his whole family were saved in a joyful way—vv. 19-34.

Day 6

c. Whenever you run out of strength to pray and you find your spirit
heavily oppressed, wounded, or sagging, praise Him; if you cannot
pray, try to praise.

d.When you encounter unusual circumstances and problems and are
bewildered and feel like collapsing, just remember one thing: “Why
not praise?”; if you offer your praise at that moment, God’s Spirit will
operate in you, open all the doors, and break all the chains.

3.“They rose up early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of
Tekoa. And as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood up and said, Hear me, O
Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem. Believe in Jehovah your God, and
you will be established; believe in His prophets, and you will succeed.
And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed them to
sing to Jehovah and give thanks in holy array as they went out before the
army and say, Give thanks to Jehovah, for His lovingkindness endures
forever. And when they began to shout in song and to praise, Jehovah set
ambushes for the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who were
coming out against Judah; and they were struck”—2 Chron. 20:20-22:
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a. Please note the words when they began; this means that at the very
moment when everyone was singing praises to Jehovah, He rose up
to smite the Ammonites, Moabites, and the people of Mount Seir;
nothing moves the Lord’s hand as quickly as praise.

b.Every time you encounter a problem, you should pray for mercy that
you would stop manipulating and plotting and that you would learn
the lesson of praising instead; much warfare can be won by praise.

c. Praise will last for eternity; it will never cease—Rev. 5:8-14; 7:9-12;
14:1-3; 15:2-4; 19:1-8; cf. 21:6; 22:20.

d.A person who praises God transcends everything; he overcomes
continually by his praise; this is a principle, and this is also a fact.

e. To praise is to glorify God; God is worthy of all glory; may God gain
abundant praises from His children.
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:22-23 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him
to be Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fullness of
the One who fills all in all.

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.

The prevailing prayer of the church...is the prayer of the age. In these days
we need to learn something concerning prevailing prayer. As Christians we may
know something concerning prayer, but in the Scriptures, especially in the New
Testament, there is one kind of prayer that is far beyond our human concept. To
enter into this kind of prayer, we need a heavenly vision.

The first main point of this heavenly vision is the ascension of Christ. (CWWL,
1963, vol. 1, p. 159)

Today’s Reading

The ascension of Christ indicates that the Lord’s redemptive work is fully
complete. After the Lord ascended to the heavens, He sat down at the right
hand of God (Heb. 1:3; 10:12). Here, to sit down means to rest. When someone
sits down, it means that everything that he had to do has been finished and
accomplished. When someone has nothing more to do, he sits down to rest. The
fact that the Lord is in the heavens sitting down at the right hand of God means
that He has done everything that He had to do.

The ascension of Christ indicates that the lordship of Christ has been
established. The lordship of Christ was established by the ascension of Christ.
Generally speaking, all believers recognize that Christ is the Lord...Today the Lord
Christ is not merely the Lord who created the universe. The Lord Christ today is
also God who was incarnated to be a man. Today there is a man in the heavens
who has been exalted and established to be the Lord of the universe.
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On the day of Pentecost Peter declared, “Therefore let all the house of Israel
know assuredly that God has made Him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom
you have crucified” (Acts 2:36). The apostle Paul also tells us that God “subjected
all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things” (Eph. 1:22). This
is very different from our natural concept.

Moreover, Ephesians 1:22 tells us that Christ was given to be Head over all
things “to the church.” Everything that the Lord has obtained and attained is not
only for Himself but is also to the church. This means that everything that He
has obtained and attained is being transmitted to the church. We need to see a
heavenly vision of this heavenly fact. The enemy—the devil and his evil spirits—
knows this much better than we do. The evil forces know what it means for Christ
to be made Lord. Therefore, we need to realize this fact and to genuinely see it.
We need to see the heavenly fact that Christ has been exalted by God, established
as Lord of the universe, and made Head over all things to the church. All things
are under His feet, and everything that He has obtained and attained is being
transmitted to the church, which is His Body (v. 23).

The second main point [of this heavenly vision] is the position of the church
as the Body of Christ. Because the church is the Body of Christ, the position of the
church is exactly the same as that of Christ. Wherever the Head is, the Body also
must be. Whatever the Head has, the Body also must have. In addition, we need to
realize that we are members of the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 5:30). Since
the Body is identified with the Head, the position of the Body is exactly the same
as that of the Head.

The third main point...concerns the authority of the Body. I specifically use
the word authority rather than the word power or even the word right. What
is the authority of the Body? The authority of the Body is the authority of the
Head exercised by the Body. Thus, the authority of the Body is the authority of
the Head....As the church, the Body of Christ, we need to assume the authority of
Christ. (CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 159-161)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 153-157
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:20-22 Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from
the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavenlies, far above all
rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is named
not only in this age but also in that which is to come;...and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church.

The fourth main point [of the heavenly vision] is the prayer of the church as
the Body of Christ. This kind of prayer is not the prayer of individual believers
but the prayer of the church as the Body of Christ. This kind of prayer may be
unfamiliar to us. We may know nothing about it because this kind of prayer is not
something that we naturally consider. This is prayer that is based on the fact that
we have the position and authority of Christ. In this kind of prayer we do not beg
the Lord to do something for us. Instead, we claim what the Lord has obtained
and attained. However, to pray in this way, we must have some realization of what
the Lord has obtained and attained. Christ has obtained the lordship and the
headship; He is the Lord, the Head over all things. The lordship and the headship
are the most important aspects of what the Lord has obtained. (CWWL, 1963, vol.
1,p.162)

Today’s Reading

Once we realize what the Lord has obtained, we need to apply it. Actually, it is
very simple to exercise the lordship and the headship of Christ...When you meet
[a brother], you may sense that his condition and position are not right with the
Lord. As a result, you may become burdened to pray for him. In this situation
there are two ways you can pray. One way is...the way taken by most believers
when praying for others. In this general way you may go to the Lord and tell Him,
“Lord, this brother is in a poor condition. Lord, be merciful to him. Do something
with him. Work within his spirit.” This is the general way to pray for someone.
However, there is another way to pray. This way is very special and may seem
strange to us. It is not an ordinary way of praying; rather, it is an extraordinary
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way. In this way of prayer you are bold with the Lord. You may go to the Lord and
say, “Lord, here is a brother who is still not under Your headship. I do not agree
with this. I do not go along with this kind of situation. Lord, I am standing up to
proclaim Your lordship and to claim it over this situation.” We can pray in this
same way for a sinner: “Lord, Your lordship must be exercised over this person.
Lord, I claim this.” We need to realize the difference between the general way of
prayer and this second way of prayer.

In this second way of prayer we touch the authority of Christ. We must see,
however, that we can never pray in this way by ourselves. This does not mean that
we must always physically gather together with a few other brothers. Physically,
you may be praying in your room by yourself, but spiritually, you are one with
the Body. When you are alone in your room, sometimes you may choose not to
use the pronoun [; instead, you may use the pronoun we, praying, “Lord, we do
not go along with the present situation. As Your Body, we take the ground of Your
ascension and claim Your lordship over the present situation.” This is a different
kind of prayer. This is not prayer that begs the Lord to do something for you; this
is prayer that claims what the Lord has obtained.

In these days we need to learn to pray by claiming what the Lord has obtained.
We also need to learn how to exercise what the Lord has attained, because the
Lord has not only obtained to the highest extent; He has also attained to the
highest height. Suppose, for example, that you become ill. If you have the vision of
what the Lord has obtained and attained, when you are in this situation, you will
pray, “Lord, You are the transcendent One. You have been exalted to the heaven
of heavens. Lord, we are Your Body. We are sitting with You in the heavenlies.
All things have been subjected under Your feet, and therefore all things are also
under our feet. This little sickness is included in ‘all things, so this little sickness
also must be under my feet. I am now transcendent with You.” Do you see the
difference between this kind of prayer and the way in which we generally pray?
(CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 162-163)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 159-166
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:19 | will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and
whatever you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and
whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

18:18 Truly I say to you, Whatever you bind on the earth shall have been
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.

If we have the vision that we are the Body of the Head and that the Head has
ascended to the heavens and is now transcendent, we will take the ground and
claim what the Lord has attained. We will simply claim, proclaim, and declare
to the sickness, “Do not trouble me; you are under my feet!” We can deal with
sins, weakness, and worldliness in the same way. We should not deal with these
things like a beggar. We can tell all these negative things, “Do not bother me. Go to
the lake of fire! I am transcendent. You cannot touch me. You are under my feet.”
Whenever the devil hears this kind of prayer, he runs away. We should simply
declare who we are and where we are. We are in the Body, the Body is in the Head,
and the Head is transcendent. (CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, p. 164)

Today’s Reading

On August 10, 1945, the Japanese army declared their willingness to surrender
to the Allied forces in World War II. Before that day China had been under
Japanese occupation, and many of the Chinese people had been treated very badly.
However, on the day of the Japanese surrender, even the Chinese children gained
the authority to claim victory. A few hours prior to the surrender, they had been
very frightened, but once the surrender had been announced, they could claim
what had been won for them. Once the victory had been obtained, they could take
the ground and claim victory. In the same way, we can claim what the Lord has
already obtained and attained for us.
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Since the Body shares the authority of the Head, the Lord told His disciples that
whatever they bound on earth would have been bound in heaven, and whatever
they loosed on earth would have been loosed in heaven (Matt. 16:19; 18:18). When
we pray with the authority of the Body, anything that we loose on the earth will
be something that has already been loosed in the heavens, and anything that we
bind on the earth will be something that has already been bound in the heavens.
Because the Body is one with the Head in the heavens, the Body has the authority
to bind or loose what has already been bound or loosed in the heavens.

The church is built upon a rock, and this rock is the ascended Christ. As a
result, the gates of Hades cannot prevail against the church (16:18). We have the
ground over Hades. Thus, we must learn to pray, exercising the authority that has
been assigned to the Body by the Head.

To fully enter into this kind of prayer, there are two additional things that we
must realize. First, we must realize that we are members of the Body, and we must
live, act, and move in the Body. Second, in our daily life we must always put on the
new man (Eph. 4:24). The new man is composed of the Head with the Body, Christ
with the church (2:15-16). On the negative side, we need to put off the old man,
and on the positive side, we need to put on the new man. By living in the Body
and putting on the new man, we will be able to exercise the authority given to the
Body by the Head.

We need to see the vision of the ascended Christ and learn to pray the prayer
of authority. For two thousand years these matters have been neglected, but we
believe that in these last days the Lord is going to recover them. Too often we do
not take the ground of Christ’s ascension and claim what He has obtained and
attained. Nevertheless, we believe that the Lord will recover this lost ground. This
is the highest peak, the highest mountain of the good land. In these last days the
Lord will recover this highest peak, this highest mountain. We must realize the
facts, take the ground, and claim what the Head has obtained and attained. This
is the prevailing prayer of the church. This is the prayer of the age. (CWWL, 1963,
vol. 1, pp. 164-165)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 157-166
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 22:3 But You are holy, You who sit enthroned upon the praises of
Israel.

8:2 Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings You have established
strength because of Your adversaries, to stop the enemy and the avenger.

Matt. 21:16 ...Have you never read, “Out of the mouth of infants and
sucklings You have perfected praise™?

Praise is the highest work carried out by God’s children. We can say that the
highest expression of a saint’s spiritual life is his praise to God. God’s throne is the
highest point in the universe, yet He sits “enthroned upon the praises of Israel”
(Psa. 22:3). God’s name and even God Himself are exalted through praise. (CWWN,
vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),” p. 247)

[Hebrews 2:12] is the firstborn Son’s praising of the Father within the Father’s
many sons in the church meetings. When we, the many sons of God, meet as
the church and praise the Father, the firstborn Son praises the Father in our
praising...He praises within us and with us through our praising. In our singing
He sings hymns of praise to the Father. If then we do not sing, how can He sing?
The more we sing to the Father, the more we enjoy His presence, His moving, His
anointing, and His life-imparting within us. (Heb. 2:12, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

David said in a psalm that he prayed to God three times a day (Psa. 55:17). Yet
in another psalm, he said that he praised God seven times a day (119:164). David
was inspired by the Holy Spirit when he acknowledged the importance of praising.
He prayed only three times a day, but he praised seven times a day. Furthermore,
he appointed Levites to play psalteries and harps to exalt, thank, and praise God
before the Ark of the Covenant of God (1 Chron. 16:4-6). When Solomon completed
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the building of Jehovah’s temple, the priests carried the Ark of the Covenant into
the Holy of Holies. When the priests came out of the Holy Place, the Levites stood
beside the altar, sounded the trumpets, and sang with cymbals, psalteries, and
harps. Together they sounded praises to God. At that moment, the glory of Jehovah
filled His house (2 Chron. 5:12-14). Both David and Solomon touched God’s heart
and offered up sacrifices of praise that were pleasing to God. Jehovah is enthroned
upon the praises of Israel [Psa. 22:3]. We should praise the Lord all our life.

The Christian life soars through praises. To praise is to transcend everything to
touch the Lord...We should not murmur against heaven when we are under trials.
We should soar above the trials. Once we praise, we are above the trials.

The Bible pays much attention to praise...The book of Psalms is full of praises.
The book of Psalms is in fact a book of praise in the Old Testament. Many praises
are quoted from Psalms. However, the Psalms contain chapters not only of praises
but also of suffering. God wants His people to know that the praising ones are
the very ones who have been led through trying situations and whose feelings
have been wounded. These psalms show us men led by God through shadows
of darkness. They were rejected, slandered, and persecuted. “All Your waves and
Your billows / Pass over me” (42:7). Yet God perfected praises out of these ones.
Words of praise do not always come from the mouths of the smooth-sailing ones.
They come much more from those who are under discipline and trial. In the
Psalms we can touch the most wounded feelings, and in the Psalms we also can
find the greatest and highest praises. God uses many hardships, difficulties, and
slanders to create praises in His people. He causes them to learn through difficult
circumstances to become praising persons before the Lord.

The happiest persons are not always the ones who have the loudest praise.
The loudest praise comes very often from the ones who are passing through
hardships. This kind of praise is most pleasing to God and is blessed by Him.
(CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),” pp. 247, 257, 247-
248)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),
ch. 16
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 13:15 Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise
continually to God, that is, the fruit of lips confessing His name.

Acts 16:25 And about midnight Paul and Silas, while praying, sang
hymns of praise to God; and the prisoners were listening to them.

In the eyes of God...the nature of praise is an offering, a sacrifice [Heb. 13:15].
In other words, praise comes from pain and suffering...What is a sacrifice? A
sacrifice is an offering... The bull and the lamb are yours. When you offer them up,
you are sacrificing them. To offer up something does not mean to gain anything; it
means to suffer a loss. When a person offers up his praise, he is losing something;
he is offering a sacrifice to God....God wants His children to praise Him in the
midst of their sufferings. We should not praise only when there is gain. Although
praise offered as a result of gain is praise, it cannot be considered an offering. The
principle of offering is based on loss...God wants us to praise Him in the midst of
our loss. This makes a real offering. (CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up
New Believers (1),” pp. 248-249)

Today’s Reading

Praising is the way to overcome spiritual attacks. Many people say that Satan
is afraid of the prayers of God’s children; he flees whenever God’s children
kneel down to pray. This is why he often attacks God’s children and frustrates
them from praying. This is a common attack. But we will point out another fact:
Satan’s greatest attacks are not aimed at prayers; his greatest attacks are aimed
at praise. This does not mean that Satan does not attack prayers. The moment a
Christian prays, Satan begins to attack. It is very easy to talk to people, but the
moment one prays, Satan comes with problems. He will make one feel that it is
hard to pray. This is a fact. But Satan does not attack just prayer; he also attacks
the praise of God’s children. The ultimate goal of Satan is to stop all praises to
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God. Prayer is a warfare, but praise is a victory. Prayer signifies spiritual warfare,
but praise signifies spiritual victory. Whenever we praise, Satan flees. Therefore,
Satan hates our praising the most. He will use all his strength to stop our praising.
God’s children are foolish if they stop praising when they suffer under adverse
environments and downtrodden feelings. But as they come to know God more,
they will find that even a Philippian jail can become a place of songs (Acts 16:25).
Paul and Silas were praising God inside the jail cell. Their praise broke loose all
the jail doors...and the chains broke. The jailer believed in the Lord on that day,
and his whole family was saved in a joyful way (16:19-34). Paul and Silas offered
the sacrifice of praise in the jail. The wounds on their bodies were not yet healed;
their pain was not soothed. Their feet were in the stocks, and they were shut in
an inner jail of the Roman Empire. What was there to be joyful about? What was
there to sing about? But there were two persons with transcendent spirits, who
had surpassed everything. They saw that God was still sitting in the heavens; He
had not changed at all. They themselves might have changed, their environment
might have changed, their feelings might have changed, and their bodies might
have been suffering, but God was still sitting on the throne. He was still worthy of
their blessings. Our brothers, Paul and Silas, were praying, singing, and praising
God. This kind of praise, which arises out of pain and loss, is a sacrifice of praise.
This kind of praise is a victory.

When you pray, you are still in the midst of your situation. But when you
praise, you soar above your situation. While you are praying and pleading, you
are bound by your affairs; you are not out of them. The more you plead, the more
you find yourself bound and pressed....Paul and Silas...were brought by God to
the point where the jail, the shame, and the pain were no longer a problem to
them. They could praise God. When they praised in such a way, the doors of the
jail opened, the chains fell off, and even the jailer was saved. (CWWN, vol. 48,
“Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),” pp. 250-251)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),
ch. 16
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

2 Chron. 20:21-22 And when he had taken counsel with the people,
he appointed them to sing to Jehovah and give thanks in holy array as
they went out before the army and say, Give thanks to Jehovah, for His
lovingkindness endures forever. And when they began to shout in song and
to praise, Jehovah set ambushes for the children of Ammon, Moab, and
Mount Seir, who were coming out against Judah; and they were struck.

Whenever you run out of strength to pray and you find your spirit heavily
oppressed, wounded, or sagging, praise Him. If you cannot pray, try to praise.
We invariably think that we should pray when the burden is heavy and praise
when the burden is over...There are times when the burden is so heavy that
you cannot pray. That is the time for you to praise. We do not praise when
there is no burden; we praise when the burden becomes too heavy. When you
encounter unusual circumstances and problems and are bewildered and feel
like collapsing, just remember one thing, “Why not praise?” Here is a golden
opportunity. If you offer your praise at that moment, God’s Spirit will operate in
you, open all the doors, and break all the chains. (CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for
Building Up New Believers (1), p. 252)

Today’s Reading

Let us look at 2 Chronicles 20:20-22....The nation of Judah was coming
to an end at the time of Jehoshaphat’s rule. It was very weak; everything
was in a state of shambles. The Moabites, Ammonites, and the people of
Mount Seir came to invade Judah. Judah was completely in despair; they felt
that defeat was certain. Jehoshaphat was a revived king and a God-fearing
person...seeking after God. He told Judah to believe in God. What did he do?
He appointed singers to sing praises to Jehovah. He also asked these ones to
praise the beauty of holiness and to walk out before the army and say, “Give
thanks to Jehovah, for His lovingkindness endures forever” [v. 21]. Please
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note the words when they began in the following verse. It is a very precious
word. “And when they began to shout in song and to praise, Jehovah set
ambushes for the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir” [v. 22].When
they began means at that very moment. When everyone was singing praises
to Jehovah, He rose to strike the Ammonites, Moabites, and the people of
Mount Seir. Nothing moves the Lord’s hand as quickly as praise. Prayer is not
the fastest way to move the Lord’s hand; praise is the fastest way...We need
to pray, and we need to pray every day. However, we can overcome many
things only by praising.

New believers should not think that they have to pass through many years
before they can learn the lesson of praise. They should realize that they can
start praising immediately. Every time you encounter a problem, you should
pray for mercy that you would stop manipulating and plotting and that you
would learn the lesson of praising instead. Much warfare can be won by praise.
Many battles are lost because of the lack of praise. If you believe in God, you
can tell the Lord in the midst of your problems, “I praise Your name. You are
higher than everything. You are stronger than everything. Your lovingkindness
endures forever!” A person who praises God transcends everything. He
overcomes continually by his praise. This is a principle, and this is also a fact.

Finally, in Psalm 50:23 God says, “Whoever offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving
glorifies Me.” Here, the word thanksgiving can also be translated as “praise.”
The Lord is waiting for our praises. Nothing can glorify our God as praises can.
One day, all the prayers, works, prophesying, and labor will be over....Praise
will last for eternity; it will never cease. Today we have to learn to believe that
the Lord is good and that He is never wrong, even though we cannot always
understand what He is doing. If we believe, we will praise. Our praises are
His glory. To praise is to glorify God. God is worthy of all glory. May God gain
abundant praises from His children. (CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up
New Believers (1),” pp. 253-255, 258-259)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 48, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (1),
ch. 16
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

Praise Him! praise Him! Christ is Victor
Praise of the Lord — His Victory 124
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1. Praise Him! praise Him! Christ is Vic - tor! He has won the vic - to - ry!
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Sin is  judged, old A - dam fi - nished, Full re - demp - tion now we see!
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Van - quishedall the e - vilpow - ers Thru the Cross tri - um - phant - ly!

2. Praise Him! Christ is resurrected!
God hath raised Him from the dead!
All the pow’r of death is swallowed,
Man from death to life is led!
Broken through are hell and darkness
And His pow’r exhibited!

3. Praise Him! Christ hath now ascended!
God hath raised Him to the throne!
Far above all rule and power,
He the highest Name doth own!
All authority receiving
Till His foe is overthrown!

4. Hallelujah, Christ the Victor
Triumphed on Mt. Calvary!
Hallelujah, resurrected,
He displays His victory!
Hallelujah, now ascended,
He shall reign eternally!
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