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% — J] Week One

A a9 B R A AP ALY A E The Development of the Kingdom of God into
BB R a Realm over Which God Rules in His Divine Life

3% T—15, #9=3. 5, w43, +K£20~21, % Scripture Reading: Mark 1:15; John 3:3, 5; Luke 4:43; 17:20-21; 2 Pet. 1:4-11
E— 4~ 11

V=S Outline
J&| — Day 1
= AR ERANEC—T—15, K>x33, £ 1. The kingdom of God is God Himself—Mark 1:15; Matt.
=3 6:33; John 3:3:
— OB AAALNE; AR THAME—WE  A.God's kingdom has God as its content; God Himself is everything as the
N E—AaTg 20, + % 28, content of His kingdom—1 Cor. 4:20; 15:28.
AR AEG, AMEZAEGORR. R FHRK, B.God is life, having the nature, ability, and shape of the divine life, which
E LR AYE L E— R 18, 4= 15, forms the realm of God's ruling—Eph. 4:18; John 3:15.
= A AEGHRAMSGE, LREAMNEAMEMAD;  C The life of God is the kingdom of God and also our entrance into the
HALAF REA KRG RN —3, 5, 15 77, kingdom of God; we must see this basic principle—vv. 3, 5, 15.
W ERLE AWEKMNG LWERIZIENE, D.In actuality, God's reigning over us is not an outward matter but a matter
TIRAVEEG QR RRE—F A\ 2, of the innate ability of the divine life—Rom. 8:2.
J& = Day 2
ANAPE A XA RGTEE, 2L+ H— II. The kingdom of God is the realm of the divine species, in
X EH—2 =3, 5: which are all the divine things—John 3:3, 5:
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— MR AAMBEAGFLE, AEEGFEE A God became man to enter into the human species, and man becomes God
LA (L THAE) mit 24Xt £ in life and nature but not in the Godhead to enter into the divine species—

¥—FYN3, —3~4, #4H—12~14, Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4; John 1:12-14.

ZE2HAXAZINEE, AN EGTLEH, B.To enter into the divine realm, the realm of the divine species, we need to
BAVR L IAMAY T £, AP 69 £ Aotk I be born of God to have the life and nature of God, thereby becoming God-
R A AP B L A—12 ~ 13 7, men in the kingdom of God—vv. 12-13.

= RN EATE AR A AR L AEAAHE—  C We were regenerated of God to be the species of God and enter into the
=3, 5 kingdom of God—3:3, 5.

Ji = Day 3
AMYERMEAGHTEA, X447, 1L The kingdom of God is the realm of the divine life for
L, BAHXE, EEFFUARLLE this life to move, work, rule, and govern so that life may
W—K><13TF, 4#=3, 5, 15~ 16: accomplish its purpose—Matt. 6:13b; John 3:3, 5, 15-16:

— Ay E T R AV A A e T B9 £ AR, R A A.The kingdom of God is an organism constituted with God's life as the
HAATESWEPTE, HAELTEAG LS realm of life for His ruling, in which He reigns by His life and expresses
TR, FEMZAGPZ I T XAEH Himself as the Divine Trinity in the divine life—v. 5; 15:1-8, 16, 26.
= 5%, +A1~8. 16, 26.

— HAMEIE—%, HRELWIEL G FEE4  B.The unique way to enter into the kingdom of God is to receive God as life
g IAAETALA—=5, 15, A=A 11~12, and gain God Himself; this is regeneration—3:5, 15; 1 John 5:11-12.

HMOE DAL EATELEGOHMT, $#3F IV. The kingdom of God is Christ Himself as the seed of

ARG A—MITHREWA—E®, A life sown into His believers, God's chosen people, and
BA—ANEE, EArae a2 agtaZ developing into a realm over which God rules as His

HATE G, VAL A MG B—3 9 43, A5, kingdom in His divine life—Luke 4:43; 8:5, 10; 17:20-21;
10, +X£20~21, T3, 26 ~29: Mark 4:3, 26-29:
— MBS R —ANFH G AME—E = —4 B4R A.The kingdom of God is a wonderful person—the Lord Jesus Christ, the
G0y IR ABE—FH=9: embodiment of the Triune God—Col. 2:9:
| HIEWRE - Rt A Y E B+t 20~ 21 » 1.Wherever He is, the kingdom of God is—Luke 17:20-21.
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2.The kingdom of God is with Him, and He brings it to His disciples—4:43;
17:21.

B.The Lord Jesus is the seed of the kingdom of God to be sown into God's
chosen people to develop into God's ruling realm—8:5, 10; Mark 4:26-29.

Day 4

V. We need to experience the development of the divine
life and the divine nature contained in the divine seed
that has been sown into us so that we may have a rich
entrance into the eternal kingdom—2 Pet. 1:1, 4-11:

A.We have been allotted the wonderful equally precious faith, and this faith
is an all-inclusive seed—v. 1:

1.All the divine riches are in this seed, but we must be diligent to

develop them; to grow to maturity is to develop what we already
have—vv. 1-8; 3:18.

2.By developing these virtues, we grow in life, and we will eventually
reach maturity, be full of Christ, and be qualified and equipped to be
kings in the coming kingdom—Eph. 4:13-15; Col. 2:19; 2 Pet. 1:11.

B. We should be diligent to pursue the growth and development of the divine
life and divine nature for a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom—vv.
10-11:

1. The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life
and divine nature (vv. 3-7) will bountifully supply us a rich entrance into
the eternal kingdom of our Lord.

2. This supply will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom
by all the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent
virtues (energy) unto the splendid glory of God—v. 3; 1 Pet. 5:10.
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3. The entrance into the eternal kingdom is supplied to us richly through
our growth in life and through the development of the divine life
within us.

Day 5

VI. As those who have been born of God to enter into the
kingdom of God, we need to be recovered to the direct
rule of God by the intuition of our spirit—Matt. 5:3; 1 Cor.
2:11; Mark 2:8:

A.In the dispensation of innocence we see the principle of God's rule; in
the dispensation of conscience, the principle of self-rule; and in the
dispensation of human government, the principle of man's rule:

1.Before the fall man was ruled directly by God; he lived before God and
was responsible to God—Gen. 2:16-17.

2.From the time of Adam's expulsion from the garden of Eden to the
time of Noah's departure from the ark, God established the conscience
within man to represent Himself in ruling over man—Acts 24:16.

3.After the flood, because man was subject neither to God's rule nor to

self-rule, God authorized man to represent Him in ruling over man—
Gen. 9:6; Rom. 13:1.

B.Because man has been degraded from God's rule to human rule, God, in
saving man, must recover him from human rule to divine rule so that
once again man may live before God in simplicity and under His direct
authority—Matt. 5:3, 8; 6:33.

C.In God's plan of recovery man must retrace his steps from human rule to
God's rule, passing through self-rule in between.
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Day 6

D.The final goal of dealing with the conscience is not merely to restore us
to self-rule but to bring us back to God's rule and to recover us to God
Himself and, thus, to live in the presence of God—>5:3.

E. There is a great difference between self-rule and God's rule:

1.Self-rule means that we live by the feelings of our conscience, being
responsible to our conscience—Acts 24:16.

2.God's rule means that we live by the intuition of our spirit, being
responsible to the intuition, that is, being responsible to God:

a. Within our spirit there is a function to have a direct sense, to realize,
discern, and perceive things; this is the intuition in our spirit—1 Cor.
2:11; Mark 2:8.

b.When we live by our intuition and are controlled by our intuition, we
are living in the presence of God and are ruled directly by Him.

F.When we are under God's rule, we live by the intuition of our spirit
according to the sense of life—Rom. 8:6:

1.The divine life is the highest life, with the richest, strongest, and
keenest feeling (Eph. 4:18); this feeling is the sense of life.

2.The sense of life makes us know whether we are living in the natural
life or in the divine life, whether we are living in the flesh or in the
spirit—Rom. 8:6.

3.The sense of life guides, governs, controls, and directs us—uv. 4.

4.The kingdom of God has its reality, and this reality is the living of the
divine life under the direct rule of God—Matt. 5:3, 8, 20; 6:33; 7:21.
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« WEEK1—DAY1 »

Morning Nourishment

Mark 1:15 And saying, The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has
drawn near. Repent and believe in the gospel.

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless
one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

In the beginning of his ministry John preached the kingdom of God, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near” (Matt. 3:2). What he
meant was that everyone had to be prepared because the kingdom of the heavens,
the kingdom of God, was drawing near. What is the kingdom of God? We must
understand that the kingdom of God is God Himself...If God leaves, the kingdom of
God will have nothing left in it. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of God and the
Mystery of the Transmission of the Divine Trinity,” p. 350)

Today’s Reading

We must have a clear understanding of the kingdom of God. God’s kingdom is God
Himself, and God’s kingdom has God as its content. Moreover, this content is Jesus
Christ, who is God incarnated to be a man and who is God Himself as the reality of
the kingdom of God....God’s kingdom is a divine realm, and man must have the life of
God to enter into it [cf. John 3:3]...Life itself is a kingdom, a world, and a regulating
element. Similarly, God’s kingdom is God Himself, and God Himself is life, having the
nature, ability, and shape of the divine life, which forms the realm of God’s reigning.
(CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of God and the Mystery of the Transmission of
the Divine Trinity,” p. 355)

The kingdom is a great and difficult subject. We must realize that any kind of
life is a kingdom....The life of God is the kingdom of God. If you want to enter into a
kingdom, you need that kingdom'’s particular life. If you want to enter into the botanic
kingdom, you need the botanic life. If you want to enter into the animal kingdom,

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 1



AN EE, TFEDNWE £, KITAKRME
AHEEER, AAKRNMEERLFT—RANE AN LA,

AN ERERMNANAWEEZ, FEHFNEN, 2
M-ELWERRAN, ROXFTABRTE, BER
A RN EA L0 £ G, HH AR, FIIEH
KTERT £, TFERNMAGEHNHOEE. HH
EaljZBRANBENHEEIADT . RATLTE LK
MEAEN (KZWEHE M, WHET) .

B3, &AT CGAA) -5 By EUAUE H BT E A
EAINIRE AT & £ T ME B, 2R E R
WEMBEN, =HERXNTE, 2R EHRE
BN, MEEMAE, ALK E; REXES,
AR R RS R BERAGE, ME IR REAE
TAEE, WAFITEIE, M sEER, &N
EHAR, XA B E AR S, KBRET

EFF Lk, MEERASESAER, TIEE. W
F—RGETREEELE, BERKAI—TA, BEA
e, REGECEBEARARE, FEER
AN TR ERE; T, CEARAANAWET . A
HAEHERETHAED, TE£, XM FEE.
Frilx B asea KabnE, MAZSBHS. &
B E (MHWER SHEI = —MrwER, W%
m=70 o

S WHER GME = —R R, FZE;
KZINGEE M, FHE,

O hEFEFEMRKERASEERNIGFG-F 1R ERMES-E20

you need the animal life. We human beings are all in the human kingdom because we
were born into it—we have the human life.

The human life is our entrance into the human kingdom. In the same principle,
John 3:5 tells us that we must be born of the Spirit, which means that we are born
with the divine life, God’s life, the uncreated eternal life. Then we can enter into the
kingdom of God. The life of God is our entrance into the kingdom of God. We must see
this basic principle. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the
Lord’s Recovery,” p. 121)

In the past...our understanding [was that] God’s kingdom was merely God’s
reigning. This kind of understanding was based upon human realization more than
upon God'’s revelation. If the kingdom of God is merely God’s reigning and the realm
of God’s reigning, then this means that it is God controlling man. For example, when
you are going to steal, He would not let you; when you are going to lose your temper,
He would not allow you; when you are furious and are going to speak some angry
words, He would stop you; when you are going to do a bad thing or say a bad word,
He would warn you first, and if you refuse to listen, then He would chastise you. This
kind of understanding and realization about the kingdom of God is too narrow.

In actuality, God’s reigning is not an outward matter but a matter of life. If a
monkey could be regenerated, born again, to become a man and have the human
life, this life would automatically regulate the monkey from within to live like a man.
In this way the monkey would automatically and naturally enter into the human
kingdom. If this happened, then to try to make the monkey to live and walk like a
monkey again would be a suffering to the monkey. Therefore, it is altogether a matter
of the innate ability of life, not a matter of outward teaching and regulation. (CWWL,
1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of God and the Mystery of the Transmission of the Divine
Trinity,” pp. 354-355)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of God and the Mystery of
the Transmission of the Divine Trinity,” ch. 3; CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training,
Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 4
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

John 3:3 ...Unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

5 Jesus answered, Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

The revelation of the kingdom of God in John is based upon two verses in John
3...Verse 3 speaks of seeing the kingdom, and verse 5 speaks of entering into the
kingdom. To see the kingdom we need to be born anew. To enter into the kingdom
we need to be born of water and the Spirit. Water signifies the death of Christ, into
which we all have been baptized, and the Spirit signifies resurrection.

[John 3] speaks of Nicodemus, a real seeker who came to the Lord in the night
(v. 2)...The Lord...unveiled to him that he needed to be born anew. Nicodemus
responded by saying, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a
second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” (v. 4). The Lord then told
him that he needed a second birth, a new birth.

If we are not born anew, we do not have the capacity to see the kingdom of God.
To be born anew is to be born of water, signifying the death of Christ, and of the
Spirit, signifying Christ’s resurrection. We need to die with Christ and be resurrected
to be a new person of another, new species, new kind. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4,
“Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” p. 438)

Today’s Reading

The kingdom of God is the reign of God. This divine reign is a realm, not only of
the divine dominion but also of the divine species, in which are all the divine things.
The vegetable kingdom is a realm of the vegetable species, and the animal kingdom
is a realm of the animal species. In the same way, the kingdom of God is a realm of the
divine species.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 1 Morning Revival - Page 3
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God became flesh to enter into the human species, and man becomes God
in His life and nature, but not in His divine Godhead, to enter into His divine
species. In John 3 the kingdom of God refers more to the species of God than to
the reign of God.

For something to be in the animal species, it must be born of an animal. Also,
to enter into the divine realm, the realm of the divine species, we need to be
born of God to have the divine nature and life.

That man was created in the image of God and according to His likeness
indicates that man was created in God’s kind, in God’s species. Genesis 1 says
that each of the living things was created according to its kind. But God created
man, not according to man’s kind but in God’s image and according to God’s
likeness to be God’s kind.

The believers, who are born of God by regeneration to be His children in His
life and nature but not in His Godhead (John 1:12-13), are more in God’s kind
than Adam was. Adam had only the outward appearance of God without the
inward reality, the divine life. We have the reality of the divine life within us,
and we are being transformed and conformed to the Lord’s image in our entire
being. It is logical to say that all the children of God are in the divine realm of
the divine species.

Thus, in regeneration God begets gods. Man begets man. Goats beget
goats...If the children of God are not in God'’s kind, in God'’s species, in what kind
are they? If they are not gods, what are they? We all who are born of God are
gods. But for utterance, due to the theological misunderstanding, it is better to
say that we are God-men in the divine species, that is, in the kingdom of God.

These God-men, who are children born of God, not only constitute the house
of God (1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 4:17; John 14:2) but also are the constituents with
which the Body of Christ is built up, and the Body of Christ will consummate the
New Jerusalem as the eternal kingdom of God and of Christ (1 Cor. 6:9; Eph. 5:5;
2 Pet. 1:11; Rev. 11:15). (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the
Gospel of John,” pp. 438-440)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of
John,” ch. 12; Life-study of John, msg. 9
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<« WEEK 1— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke 17:20-21 ...The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor
will they say, Behold, here it is! or, There! For behold, the kingdom of
God is in the midst of you.

Mark 4:26-27 And He said, So is the kingdom of God: as if a man cast seed
on the earth, and sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts
and lengthens—how, he does not know.

Now we must see the difference or the relationship between the kingdom and
the church. This is very hard to discern and to understand clearly. We have seen
that any kind of life is a kingdom, so the kingdom is the life itself. The kingdom of
God is the life of God, but the church is not the life, nor is the life the church. The
church is the product of life. The divine life is the kingdom, and this life produces
the church...Without the kingdom as the reality of life, the church could never be
produced or built up. To produce the church and to build up the church, we need the
kingdom.

The gospel brings God as life, and life is a kingdom. The kingdom is the realm of
life for life to move, to work, to rule, and to govern so that life may accomplish its
purpose, and this realm is the kingdom. Actually, the kingdom as the realm of life is
life itself....This divine life with its realm produces the church. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2,
“Elders’ Training, Book 2: The Vision of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 121-123)

Today’s Reading

No matter how much you are taught, you cannot get into the kingdom of God.
The only way to enter into the kingdom of God is to receive God as life and to gain
God Himself. This is regeneration. Therefore, to repent is to have a change in your
concept. You have to change your concepts about Moses, your concepts about the law,
and even your worldly, natural concepts about serving God. All these concepts need
to be changed. Therefore, you must repent! (CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of
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God and the Mystery of the Transmission of the Divine Trinity,” p. 353)

The kingdom of God is the Lord Jesus as the seed of life sown into His believers,
God’s chosen people, and developing into a realm [over] which God may rule
as His kingdom in His divine life. [ts entrance is regeneration (John 3:5), and its
development is the believers’ growth in the divine life (2 Pet. 1:3-11). It is the church
today, in which the faithful believers live (Rom. 14:17), and it will develop into the
coming kingdom as an inheritance reward (Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5) to the overcoming
saints in the millennium (Rev. 20:4, 6). Eventually, it will consummate in the New
Jerusalem as the eternal kingdom of God, an eternal realm of the eternal blessing of
God’s eternal life for all God’s redeemed to enjoy in the new heaven and new earth
for eternity (Rev. 21:1-4; 22:1-5).

In eternity the New Jerusalem will be the totality of all the believers shining forth
the processed Triune God. The new earth will be a realm in which God will rule over
the nations. This ruling realm will be formed by the shining of the New Jerusalem.
Hence, the shining of the New Jerusalem will produce a realm for God’s ruling. This is
the kingdom of God.

The Lord’s word [in Luke 17:20] that the kingdom of God “does not come with
observation” indicates that the kingdom of God is not material but spiritual. Verses
22 through 24 prove that the kingdom of God is Christ Himself, who was among the
Pharisees when He was asked by them regarding the kingdom. Wherever the Savior
is, there is the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is with Him, and He brings it to
His disciples (v. 22). He is the seed of the kingdom of God sown into God’s people
and developing in them into God'’s ruling realm. Since His resurrection, He is within
His believers (John 14:20; Rom. 8:10). Hence, the kingdom of God with Christ as its
reality in life is within the church today (Rom. 14:17). (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 2640, 2553-2554)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 240, 250-251; Life-
study of Mark, msgs. 13-16; CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “The Growth and Spread of Christ
within Us for the Kingdom of God,” chs. 1-3
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 4 >»

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:10-11 Therefore, brothers, be the more diligent to make your
calling and selection firm, for doing these things you shall by no means
ever stumble. For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully supplied
to you.

The eternal kingdom in 2 Peter 1:11 refers to the kingdom of God, which
was given to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Dan. 7:13-14) and which will
be manifested at His coming back (Luke 19:11-12). It will be a reward to His
faithful believers, who pursue the growth in His life unto maturity and the
development of the virtues of His nature that in the millennium they may
participate in His kingship in God’s glory (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4, 6).

In 2 Peter 1:3-11...the development of the kingdom within us is actually our
entrance into the kingdom. In verses 3 and 4 Peter speaks of the divine power
granting to us all things which relate to life and godliness and of becoming
partakers of the divine nature. Then in verses 5 through 11 we have the
development through growth in life unto the rich entrance into the eternal
kingdom. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3943)

Today’s Reading

[In 2 Peter 1:5 through 7] we see the development of the divine life in us
through a number of steps.

The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life
and divine nature (vv. 3-7) will bountifully supply us a rich entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord [v. 11]. It will enable and qualify us to enter into
the coming kingdom by all the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our
excellent virtues (energy) unto the splendid glory of God. This is not merely to
be saved but, after being saved, to pursue the growth and maturity in the divine
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life and thereby receive the kingdom reward.

The seed of life is already within us; it simply needs to grow and develop.
We enter the kingdom day by day by the growth of the inner life. If we would
have the kingdom develop in us, we need to humble ourselves, empty ourselves,
and unload ourselves. We should not be occupied with culture, religion, ethics,
morality, philosophy, improvement of character, or the effort to be spiritual,
scriptural, holy, and victorious. We should care only for Christ and for the
growth of Christ within us. All the ground within us should be made available
for Him to grow in us. We also can have a rich entrance by losing our soul-life
today (Matt. 16:25-28). When we lose our soul-life and its enjoyment, we are
undergoing transformation...The more we lose the enjoyment of the soul, the
richer an entrance we will have.

According to 2 Peter 1:1-4, God has given the seed of faith, the growing
power, and He has given the promises that He will send the rain, the growth, and
the harvest if we cooperate with Him. With God’s giving, we must be diligent to
develop the seed of faith by taking the promises, by receiving His word. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3944-3945)

According to Peter’s word in 2 Peter 1:5-11, to grow to maturity is to develop
what we have already received. We have been allotted the wonderful equally
precious faith, and this faith is an all-inclusive seed. All the divine riches are
in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop them into virtue. Then we
need to develop in our virtue knowledge; in knowledge, self-control; in self-
control, endurance; in endurance, godliness; in godliness, brotherly love; and
in brotherly love, love. By developing these virtues we grow, and eventually we
shall reach maturity. As a result, we shall be full of Christ, and, in Paul’s words,
we shall arrive at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13).
Then we shall be qualified and equipped to be kings in the coming kingdom.
(Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 63-64)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msgs. 6-7; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 390; CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” chs. 4-6, 50
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« WEEK 1—DAY S5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 2:11 For who among men knows the things of man, except the spirit
of man which is in him? In the same way, the things of God also no one
has known except the Spirit of God.

Mark 2:8 And immediately Jesus, knowing fully in His spirit that they
were reasoning this way within themselves, said to them, Why are you
reasoning about these things in your hearts?

Some students of Scripture have divided the Bible into seven dispensations: the
dispensations of innocence, conscience, human government, promise, law, grace, and
the kingdom. The first three dispensations are categorized according to the principle
of government. In the dispensation of innocence we see the principle of God’s rule; in
the dispensation of conscience, the principle of self-rule; and in the dispensation of
human government, the principle of man'’s rule....Before the fall no sin barrier existed
between God and man. This was the so-called dispensation of innocence, when man
was ruled directly by God. He lived before God and was responsible to God. (CWWL,
1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” p. 283)

Today’s Reading

Man failed under God’s rule and became sinful within and without, so the holy
and righteous God had to leave man.

Consequently, from the time of Adam’s expulsion from the garden of Eden to
the time of Noah’s departure from the ark, God established the conscience within
man to represent Him in ruling over man....In this period man was ruled by his own
conscience and was responsible to his own conscience. Unfortunately, under this self-
rule, man again failed. He ignored the rebuke and control of the conscience, the issue
of which was murder and fornication, which proceeded unto utter corruption and
fullness of wickedness. God judged this dispensation by the flood.
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After the flood God told Noah, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, / By man shall his
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blood be shed” (Gen. 9:6...). Because man was neither subject to God’s rule nor
obedient to self-rule, God authorized man to represent Him in ruling over man.

Therefore, not long afterward, there was the beginning of nations; there came into
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being among the human races the rule of political authorities, the power of the
society, and the control in the family...These are the authorities set up by God to
represent Him in ruling man. This is why Romans 13:1 says, “Let every person be
subject to the authorities over him.” This is the dispensation of human government,
in which man is ruled by man and is responsible to man.
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From the point of view of government, man’s fall was a fall from God’s rule to
self-rule and then from self-rule to man’s rule. The more one is ruled by God, the
nobler he becomes, but the more one is ruled by man, the more base he becomes.
Today man’s condition is a complete rejection of God’s rule. There may be a few
people who are under self-rule, being controlled by their conscience; however, the

impact of their conscience is very weak. The majority are living under human rule

and never conform unless they are being ruled by someone. Yet many still fail in

this dispensation of human government. They not only disobey but also endeavor

to escape and even overthrow man'’s rule. Today what is set before our eyes is a
rebellious and disorderly condition. Thus, man is a total failure whether under the
ruling of God, self, or man.
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Since man has been degraded from God’s rule to human rule, God, in saving
man, must recover him from human rule to divine rule, that man may once more
live before God in simplicity and under His direct authority. However, this kind of
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recovery cannot be realized in a moment. As man became degraded by falling from
divine rule to human rule, passing through the stage of self-rule in between, so in
God’s plan of recovery he must retrace his steps from human rule to God’s rule,

passing through self-rule in between. Since self-rule is the step between human rule
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and God’s rule, when a man is saved, he must first be delivered from human rule and
return to self-rule. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” pp. 283-284)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” ch. 6
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<« WEEK 1—DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Acts 24:16 Because of this | also exercise myself to always have a
conscience without offense toward God and men.

Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the
spirit is life and peace.

All those who live under human rule are living before man...Whenever
they are not under man'’s jurisdiction and observation, they do as they please.
However, those who are under self-rule are not so...Being controlled by their
conscience, they do not need to be ruled by others. They are restrained in all
their utterances and behavior, not because of their fear of man but because of
the ruling of their conscience. They are free to act only when their conscience
approves. Outwardly, they appear to be still subject to the rule of man, yet
practically, this rule is unnecessary, because their conscience is sufficient to
rule and control them. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” pp. 284-
285)

Today’s Reading

Only severe dealings with our conscience will deliver us from the fallen
condition of human rule to that rule by the conscience. Then in all things we can
live and act according to the feelings of our conscience.

However, the final goal of dealing with the conscience is not simply to
restore us to self-rule. If we remain only in the feelings of the conscience, we are
still in a half-fallen situation and fall short of God’s will. Therefore, dealing with
the conscience is not just to cause man to return from human rule to self-rule,
from the eye of man unto the conscience, but even more to cause man to pass
through self-rule and attain to God’s rule, to pass through the conscience and
live in the presence of God...The positive objective is that we be recovered to
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God Himself. Therefore, the final goal of dealing with the conscience is to bring
us back to God’s rule.

Self-rule and God’s rule differ greatly. Self-rule means that man lives by the
feelings of his conscience, being responsible to his conscience; whereas God’s rule
means that man lives by the intuition of the spirit, being responsible to the intuition,
that is, being responsible to God. We know that God through the Holy Spirit lives in
our spirit. Therefore, we can say that the intuition in our spirit is the feeling of God.
Hence, when we live by the intuition and are controlled by the intuition, we are living
in the presence of God and ruled by Him. The conscience has only the feeling of right
and wrong. It condemns all that is wrong and evil and justifies all that is right and
good. But the intuition is above right and wrong, good and evil. It is above wrong and
also above right; it is above evil and also above good. It condemns all that is wrong
and all that is evil, but it does not necessarily approve all that is right and all that is
good. It accepts only that which is of God, of the Spirit, and of life.

[For example], what God desires is that we speak His words, words that are
of Him, of the Spirit, and of life. Therefore, when a brother ministers, whether
he is speaking the truth or not will be attended to by the conscience. But as to
what he should minister, what subject he should choose, what God has in mind
for him to speak—these are not within the limit of right and wrong, good and
evil. The feeling of the conscience is unable to do anything in this respect. Only
through the intuition can one touch the mind of God and be led by God to speak
His words. These differences between the conscience and the intuition are also
the differences between self-rule and God’s rule.

Many brothers and sisters are living in a condition that is a combination of the
three kinds of government. The greater part of their being is under human rule;
they still need to be ruled by man. Another part of their being is under self-rule,
the rule of the conscience. But only a small part of their being is under God’s rule
so that they are controlled by God directly...There is the need to deal with the
conscience more thoroughly so that we can, on the negative side, be delivered
from human rule and, on the positive side, enter into God’s rule to be directly
under His control. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” pp. 285-286)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Experience of Life,” ch. 6
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

Jesus the kingdom has come into us

The Kingdom—The Seed of the Kingdom 1301
Ab Db/Ab Ab Ab/Eb Eb/G El77 Ab Db/Ab  Ab
fH 1., | I | I
s e ===
L4 ‘. T T T T T T
1. Je-sus the king-dom has come in-to us, Reign-ing and shin-ing He's all glo-ri - ous,
Eb/Bb Bb Eb EWG  BhF Eb Bb/D BY Eb
/I :
% — g L4 s T T T T
Christ as the seed is the King who has come, In-to our spir-it His king-dom He's sown.
Ab Ab/Eb  Ab B Eb/G B Eb/G Ab
L Chorus
e e L
T T T T T T T T T
() O let Him grow, O let Him grow; His king - dom life be all we know.
Ab Ab/C Db c Db Ab/C Db AWEb B Ab
v : : — — —0 :
- — o—+ f I T — ———7)
Je-sus, the king-dom is sown in - to us; Je-sus, the king-dom, O how glo-ri-ous!

2. We must repent for the kingdom's at hand;
All that we do, think, or feel, or have planned
Must be abandoned and changed in our mind;
Leave all the world and self-seeking behind.

3. All of religion has missed it again,
Teaching for doctrines the concepts of men,;
They vainly wait for the kingdom to be.

A dispensation they're hoping to see.

4. But now the kingdom to us has been shown,
It is no less than our Jesus alone.
It is the Person of Christ in us all,
And it begins as a seed when we call.
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Week Two

Living the Kingdom Life
by Living a Hidden Life

Scripture Reading: Isa. 45:15; 37:31; Matt. 6:2-4, 5-15, 16-18; 14:22-23; Psa. 42:7; S.
S.4:12

Outline

Day 1

I. We need to learn from the pattern of the Lord living a
hidden life in His going up to the mountain privately to
pray—Matt. 14:23; cf. Luke 6:12:

A.The Lord did not remain in the issue of the miracle with the crowds (the
miracle of feeding five thousand men, apart from women and children),
but He went away from them privately to be with the Father on the
mountain in prayer—Matt. 14:14-23:

1.The Lord compelled the disciples to leave Him in order that He might
have more time to pray privately to the Father—vv. 22-23.

2.He needed to pray privately to His Father who was in the heavens so that
He might be one with the Father and have the Father with Him in whatever
He did on earth for the establishing of the kingdom of the heavens; He did
this not in the deserted place but on the mountain, leaving all the people,
even His disciples, so that He might be alone to contact the Father.

B.We should treasure three phrases—to be with the Father, on the
mountain, and in prayer:
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1.To pray with others is good, but often we need to pray by ourselves;
when we pray with others, we cannot enjoy the Lord as deeply as
when we pray to the Lord privately.

2.Even the Lord Jesus told us that when we pray, we should shut our
door privately and pray to the Father who sees in secret (6:6); then
we have the sensation of how intimate He is to us and how close we
are to Him.

3.We have to learn to leave the crowds, our family, our friends, and the
saints in the church to go to a higher level on a “high mountain”; we
have to go higher, far away from the earthly things on a lower level;
we need to get to a higher level, separated from the crowd, to be with
the Father privately and secretly to have intimate fellowship with Him.

Day 2

I[I. The principle of the kingdom people is that they live a
hidden life, not performing their righteous deeds before
men—deeds such as giving (vv. 2-4), praying (vv. 5-15),
and fasting (vv. 16-18):

A.Regarding each of the three illustrations, the Lord used the word secret
(vv. 4, 6, 18); our Father is in secret, and He sees in secret; the kingdom
people, as children of the heavenly Father, must live in and care for the
Father's secret and hidden presence.

B.The kingdom people, who live in an emptied and humbled spirit and walk
in a pure and single heart under the heavenly ruling of the kingdom, are
not allowed to do anything in the flesh for the praise of men but must do
all things in the spirit for the pleasing of their heavenly Father.

C. The effect of doing our righteous deeds in secret is that the flesh and the
self are killed; if people in society and even in degraded Christendom are
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not allowed to make a show of their good deeds, they will not do them;
the self loves to be glorified, and the flesh loves to be gazed upon.

Day 3

D.The saints who grow openly do not grow in a healthy way; we all need
some secret growth in life, some secret experiences of Christ; we need to
pray to the Lord, worship the Lord, contact the Lord, and fellowship with
the Lord in a secret way.

E.We should pray much yet not let others know how much we pray; if we
pray every day without telling others or letting them know about it it
means that we are healthy and that we are growing.

F. The kingdom people must have some experience of prayer in their private
room, contacting their heavenly Father in secret, experiencing some
secret enjoyment of the Father, and receiving some secret answer from
Him—v. 6.

G. Any time we exhibit ourselves in our righteous deeds, we are not healthy;
such an exhibition greatly frustrates our growth in life.

H.Our human life loves to make a display, a public show, but God's life is
always hidden; a hypocrite is one who has an outward manifestation
without having anything within.

I. We can never practice living a hidden life in secret in our natural life; it is
possible only in the divine life, the life that does not enjoy making a show;
if we are serious about being the kingdom people, we must learn to live
by the hidden life of our Father.

J. The universe indicates that God is hidden, that God is secret; if we love
others by the love of God, this love will always remain hidden.
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Day 4

I1I. “Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God of
I[srael, the Savior”—Isa. 45:15:

A.Believers may know God as the almighty One, as the righteous One, as the
One full of grace and compassion, but as the One who hides Himself, He is
unknown to them.

B. God does countless things in the midst of His people and countless things
in their personal lives, yet He conceals Himself:

1.God likes concealment, but we like display; God does not crave
outward manifestations, but we cannot be content without them.

2.God was obviously with Elijah on Mount Carmel, but when God
withheld His manifest presence, Elijah could not bear it—1 Kings
19:9-18:

a. God knew that Elijah wanted Him to be a God who would manifest
Himself; he had not realized that God is a God who hides Himself.

b.God was not in the great and strong wind, He was not in the
earthquake, and He was not in the fire; instead, God spoke to Elijah in
a “gentle, quiet voice”—v. 12.

c. The fact that God spoke to Elijah in a gentle, quiet voice indicates that
God was ushering Elijah into the New Testament age, in which God
speaks to His people not by thundering but gently and quietly—cf. 1
John 2:27.

d.Elijah said to God that he was the only faithful one left, but God very
gently answered Elijah by saying that He had reserved for Himself

seven thousand men who had not bowed the knee to Baal—1 Kings
19:18; cf. Rom. 11:2-5.
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e. Elijah had reckoned the situation only with what he could see, but God
is a God who hides Himself; He had secretly reserved for Himself seven
thousand overcomers who had not bowed the knee to Baal; God's activity
was so hidden that not even the prophet Elijah knew anything about it.

Day 5

C.We need to realize the hidden nature of God's working; we should
not think that only mighty influences, great visions, and tremendous
revelations are of God; God's surest work is done in the secret of our
beings:
1.The more we serve the Lord, and the more we abide in Him, the more

we realize that God is a very quiet God, so quiet that His presence is
often undetected.

2.His most intimate way of guiding us is so natural that we scarcely
perceive He is guiding us at all, yet somehow we have been led; it is
often by this quiet inward activity of God that we receive our greatest
guidances.

D.When the only begotten Son came for the purpose of declaring God, He
hid Him in a human life—a human life whose appearance was “marred,” a
human life that had “no attracting form nor majesty”—Isa. 52:14; 53:2:

1.He came from Galilee, an insignificant province, and from the town
of Nazareth, a small town of which it was said by the Jews that no
prophet or person of repute ever came from there—]John 1:46; 7:52.

2.Thus, when He appeared, people found it hard to believe that God
was present in Him—they found it hard even to believe that He was a
prophet of God, yet God was hidden within Jesus of Nazareth—cf. Col. 2:9.

3.Also, Jesus of Nazareth belonged to a poor home and grew up to be
a carpenter—a very ordinary carpenter, working in a very small
way, until He was thirty; who would have ever thought that He was

Int’l Training for Elders an d Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 2 - Outline- Page 5



A ?

5 pFERE BT, A LAY A —AMEA,
HARREDLY; MARAREEPRESE, HEXR
ARPHEI—XKTE1~9, £H=_+14~17,
Fh w13 ~37, H=+24~29, E=/H2~8:

1 “IRI1EREHE Nt HEgH > W5EREE
W HIRE ARG REE - i AR AR
EIR" O ERERA W HEEH o X
R — (AT — 8

2 FEIEEA IR ME FEATIIE s TIA
{1 B P A o

3 AL —UEUEENEFLEE K > AMEES
WHGEE - J5HEEA LS SRENEEE — WG
W13~ 16~ 18 A7 RK+— 1 9=17 L $&Ri
— 4o

N~ BMBAERARGTIE, REAIRAHRE R
MNRE &V EE—HE T =9 ~10:

| R HEF AT A ERE T » I HIE A KM
ET. «

2 BT ye S E(E - BN EEr =

el BUNERANEET O IEETRALE
HNTHCEREER > BATA X ZZ LAY

B -
3 Bl LA B B ER R AT el
R R AEAV A, « IR T

BEfRERASTBERIG ( CO—NFEF ) RMES F2ANE-5E631

indwelt by the infinite God?

E.If you study the Scriptures carefully, you will see that God has the kind of
temperament that dislikes ostentation; He likes to work secretly rather
than openly—Matt. 17:1-9; John 20:14-17; Luke 24:13-37; John 20:24-29;
[sa. 39:2-8:

1.“Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him
at present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and
full of glory”; it is a wonder and a mystery that the believers love One
whom they have not seen—1 Pet. 1:8.

2.Since the resurrection of the Lord, the chief discipline for His followers
has come along the line of knowing Him as a God who hides Himself.

3.Everything of God's economy with Christ as its centrality and
universality is not in the seen realm but in the unseen atmosphere
and realm of faith—2 Cor. 4:13, 16-18; 5:7; Heb. 11:1; Eph. 3:17a; 1
Tim. 1:4b.

F. When we are most conscious of impotence, God is most powerfully
present—2 Cor. 12:9-10:

1.The God who hides Himself is at work within our lives, and He is
working mightily.

2.0ur responsibility is to cooperate with Him by responding to His
voice within—that “gentle, quiet voice,” that voice that seems so
much a part of our own feelings that we scarcely recognize it as a
voice at all.

3.To that voice, registered in the deepest depths of our being, we must
say Amen, for there, secretly and ceaselessly, the God who hides
Himself is working.
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Day 6
IV. Psalm 42:7 says, “Deep calls unto deep”:

A.Others can respond deep within to only what issues from deep within us;
anything that is not from the depths will never reach the depths of others.

B. The kingdom life is a life in the depths, a life that can “take root downward
and bear fruit upward”—Isa. 37:31; cf. Acts 6:7; 12:24; 19:20.

C. On the one hand, we need to allow Christ as the seed of life to take root
deep in the soil of our heart as the good earth (Matt. 13:23); on the other
hand, we, as living plants in Christ, need to take root deep in the soil of the
all-inclusive Christ as the reality of the good land (Col. 2:6-7):

1.The good earth signifies the good heart that is not hardened by
worldly traffic, that is without hidden sins, and that is without the
anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of riches; we need to daily
allow the Lord to deal with these things in our heart so that we can
grow with the growth of God—v. 19.

2.Because we have been planted in Christ as the reality of the good
land, we need to take time to absorb Him (especially in our times with
Him in the morning).

D.While the sower sowed, some seeds fell beside the way, some on the
rocky places, some into the thorns, and some into the good earth; this
shows us four different ways for man to receive the word—Matt. 13:4-8,
18-23:

1.The Lord Jesus tells us that among these different conditions, one is the
rocky places; there is a little earth on the surface, but underneath there are
rocks; when the seed falls into this kind of ground, it springs up quickly, but
as soon as the sun comes out, it withers because of the lack of root—vv. 5-6.
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2.What is a root? It is growth that occurs beneath the soil. What are the
leaves? This is growth that occurs above the soil.

3.In other words, roots are the hidden life, whereas leaves are the
manifest life; the trouble with many Christians is that, while there
is much apparent life, there is very little secret life; in other words,
there is the lack of a hidden life.

4.1f all your experiences are manifested, then all your growth is upward;
there is no downward growth; if this is the case, you are a person who
has only leaves without root, and you are on shallow ground.

5.The Christian who parades all his virtues before men and who does
not have anything in the depth of his being has no root; he will not be
able to stand in the day of trial and temptation; may God work in us
so that we can take root downward.

E.We need deep experiences of Christ like that of the apostle Paul—2 Cor.
12:1-4:
1.Paul was caught away to the third heaven and caught away into
Paradise, but he did not divulge this experience until fourteen years
later; Paul's roots were deep beneath the soil.

T «

2.1f we want to have Paul's work, then we need to have Paul's “root”; if
we want to have Paul's outward conduct, then we need to have Paul's
inner life; if we want to have Paul's manifest power, then we need to
have Paul's secret experience.

3.This does not mean that we should not testify, but we must realize
that many experiences need to be hidden—cf. 4:5.

4.To be without root is to be without any hidden treasure; it is to be
without any hidden life or hidden experiences; it is essential that
some of our experiences remain covered; to uncover everything is to
lose everything—cf. Isa. 39:2-8.
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F. Whatever secrets we have with the Lord must be preserved; only if He
moves within us to reveal something, dare we reveal it; if He wants us to
share some experience with a brother, we dare not withhold it, for that
would be violating a law of the members of the Body of Christ, which is
the law of fellowship:

1.We need to learn what the Body of Christ is and what the flow of
life among the members is; but we also need to learn the need
for safeguarding the hidden part we have before the Lord, the
experiences of Christ that are not known to others.

2.1f our life has no depth, our superficial work will only affect other
lives superficially; only “deep calls unto deep.”

G.A pure and beautiful spiritual life is derived from inward, hidden, and
uninterrupted fellowship with God; hence, “he will bud like the lily / And
will send forth his roots like the trees of Lebanon” (Hosea 14:5); this kind
of life is capable of bearing much fruit—vv. 5-7.

H.In order to live a life in the depths, it is necessary to have direct and
intimate fellowship with the Lord; Song of Songs 4:12 says, “A garden
enclosed is my sister, my bride, / A spring shut up, a fountain sealed”:

1.At this point in her spiritual progress, the Lord's loving seeker has
become a garden for Christ's private satisfaction.

2.She is not an open garden but an enclosed garden; all that she has is
for her Beloved's delight and for no one else.

3.1f today's believers would close up a little more and seal up tighter,
their work would become more prevailing.

4.May the Lord grant us grace and do a deeper work in us through the
cross so that we may strike deep roots and live a hidden life in the
depths to fulfill God's requirements and satisfy His heart.
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:6 But you, when you pray, enter into your private room, and shut
your door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will repay you.

14:22-23 ...He compelled the disciples...to go before Him to the other
side....And after He sent the crowds away, He went up to the mountain
privately to pray. And when night fell, He was there alone.

After performing the miracle [of feeding five thousand men, apart from women
and children], the Lord went up to the mountain privately to pray (Matt. 14:23; cf.
Luke 6:12).

The Lord did not remain in the issue of the miracle with the crowds but went
away from them to be with the Father privately on the mountain in prayer. If we go
to a certain place and have a great success, would we leave right away, or would we
remain in this big success to enjoy it? We need to see and follow the pattern of the
Lord Jesus. He did not remain in the issue of the great miracle that He performed.
Instead, He went up to the mountain privately to pray. The word privately is very
meaningful. This means He did not let the people know that He was going to pray.
Otherwise, they would have followed Him. He went away from them to be with the
Father privately in prayer. I like these three phrases: to be with the Father, on the
mountain, and in prayer. We should learn from the Lord’s pattern here by exercising
to be with Him on the mountain in prayer. His looking up to heaven [Matt. 14:19]
means that He had no trust in Himself. His going up to the mountain means that He
wanted to be with the Father in prayer. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man
Living,” pp. 564-565)

Today’s Reading
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Standing in the position of man (Matt. 4:4), the heavenly King, as the beloved Son
of the Father (3:17), needed to pray privately to His Father who was in the heavens,
that He might be one with the Father and have the Father with Him in whatever He
did on earth for the establishing of the kingdom of the heavens. He did this not in the
deserted place but on the mountain, leaving all the people, even His disciples, that He
might be alone to contact the Father. (Matt. 14:23, footnote 1)

The kingdom people must have some experience of praying in their private
room, through which they contact their heavenly Father in secret, experience some
secret enjoyment of the Father, and receive some secret answer from Him. (Matt. 6:6,
footnote 1)

To pray with others is good, but often we need to pray by ourselves. When we
pray with others, we cannot enjoy the Lord as deeply as when we pray to the Lord
privately. Even the Lord Jesus told us that when we pray we should enter into our
private room and shut our door and pray to the Father who sees in secret (Matt.
6:6). Then we have the sensation of how intimate He is to us and how close we are
to Him. We have to learn to leave the crowds, our family, our friends, and the saints
in the church to go to a higher level on a “high mountain.” We have to go higher,
far away from the earthly things on a lower level. We need to get to a higher level,
separated from the crowd, to be with the Father privately and secretly to have
intimate fellowship with Him. This is the significance of being on the mountain in
prayer.

His going up to the mountain privately to pray indicated His asking the Father to
bless all those who had participated in the enjoyment of the issue of the miracle that
they would not be satisfied with the food that perishes but that they should seek for
the food that abides unto eternal life and recognize that He was not only the Son of
Man but also the Son of God who was sent and sealed by the Father and who could
give them eternal life [John 6].

His going up to the mountain privately to pray also indicated that He wanted
to receive of the Father some instruction concerning how to take care of the five
thousand people fed by His miracle. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man
Living,” pp. 565-566)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” msg. 14
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:3-4 But you, when you give alms, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Matthew 6:1 says, “But take care not to do your righteousness before men in
order to be gazed at by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your Father
who is in the heavens.” Righteousness here denotes righteous deeds, such as
giving alms, mentioned in verses 2 through 4; praying, in verses 5 through 15;
and fasting, in verses 16 through 18. No doubt these verses speak about the
righteous deeds of the kingdom people. Actually, however, they expose the
self and the flesh. We have something within us that is worse than anger and
lust...In these eighteen verses the Lord uses three illustrations—the giving of

alms, praying, and fasting—to reveal how we are filled with the self and the
flesh.

Man’s flesh, seeking to glorify itself, always wants to do good deeds before
men to be praised by them. But the kingdom people, who live in an emptied and
humbled spirit and walk in a pure and single heart under the heavenly ruling of
the kingdom, are not allowed to do anything in the flesh for the praise of men,
but must do all things in the spirit for the pleasing of their heavenly Father.
(Life-study of Matthew, pp. 257-258)

Today’s Reading

Regarding each of the three illustrations [in Matthew 6], the Lord uses the
word secret (vv. 4, 6, 18). We must do our righteous deeds in secret, for our
Father is in secret. In verse 4 the Lord says that our Father sees in secret. The
kingdom people as children of the heavenly Father must live in the presence of
the Father and care for the Father’s presence. Whatever they do in secret for
the Father’s kingdom, the Father sees in secret. The heavenly Father’s seeing

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 2 Morning Revival - Page 3



HWEE, SEM(IEREFATXNE . EXTE
i, KVEREERN. XL EESHE (KB
10 ~11) , BRERBENEE (B+H14) .

EREFAXNERTI ZRATHAKR, 4 K
KT AEHE 2 LR ZMATHEAT, A1t T
To X AEASREERLERT EWEE, LEAEE
KE L, AT EGRA, AREREEZH
o IR, IHWEFEETARK. XN EKNEE
TRME, AT XATHERRNELEFTEZLTECT.
RAGERBRED., EZHDHAAEREFTE. KA
ZIRBE| — NP, T ARt ey, £ F 1M
BAFHESN (KN3) o XREWR, RATTZILA
ANFE KRR . Flam, rEfR =R, TE{
foxRHE, REWAE, Rz, BMAFTHAR
EHER, ERNERTEREY. TEEATAE
', TEAERXRENEAEY. THERERL
A AR,

BN EEEE W RS FRGA. AW,
RJ BN, EEEHECT. A AN,
HRAEABMATE. ~FHLHRMHMEHE, AT
TEXSMRTGNRE. &ERRE AT L4
MERH T ANXANE, RASELA A F0#E K &
T, MXATER BT EME A .

FATHRERE FEF. SR EEFE#ED
%, AAFARR, ERHRXERLT . TEE
TFHOS2ZERE, AELHEAFN. BARK
s, SURERTFFPEFNXENL, IHERELE
ERFFAEEEEN. -EFEFEH, BEEREF
THHFE, TELENSGTNT, REHA LT
Wk (BREFAESEE, —/\NLEZAOT) .

S BABEEGELE, F_t—F.

O hFEFEMRKERASEERIG-FE2REBMES -4 71

in secret must be an incentive to doing their righteous deeds in secret. In this
verse the Lord also said that the Father will repay us. This may transpire in this
age (2 Cor. 9:10-11) or in the coming age as a reward (Luke 14:14).

The effect of doing our righteous deeds in secret is that the self and the flesh
are killed. If people in society today are not allowed to make a show of their good
deeds, they will not do them....This is the deplorable practice of today’s degraded
Christianity, especially in the matter of fundraising...The greater the public show,
the more money people are willing to give. Certainly such making of a show is
of the flesh....As kingdom people, a basic principle concerning righteous deeds
is never to make a show of ourselves. As much as possible, hide yourself, keep
yourself covered, and do things in secret. We should be so hidden that, as the Lord
Jesus says, our left hand does not know what our right hand is doing (Matt. 6:3).
This means that we should not let others know what we are doing. For example,
if you fast for three days, do not disfigure your face or show a sad countenance.
Rather, give the impression to others that you are not fasting so that your fasting
may be in secret. Do not fast in the presence of men, but in the secret presence of
your heavenly Father. To do this is to slay the self and the flesh.

We encourage the saints to function in the church meetings. However, there
is the danger of functioning in order to make a show of ourselves. There is the
danger of doing things in the presence of man....By the Lord’s mercy and grace,
we must do as much as possible in a hidden way. Always try to do those things
that are pleasing to God and righteous with man in a secret way. Try not to let
others know of them. Simply do your righteous deeds in the presence of God.

Our Father sees in secret. As you are praying alone in your room, no one else
can see you, but your heavenly Father sees. Do not pray on the street corner or
in the synagogues to be seen by men. Pray in secret to be seen by your Father
who sees in secret. Then you will also receive an answer from Him in secret....If
possible, do everything in secret, not giving any opportunity to your self or
yielding any ground to your flesh. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 258-260)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 21
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:5-6 And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites,
because they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street
corners, so that they may be seen by men. Truly | say to you, They have
their reward in full. But you, when you pray, enter into your private
room, and shut your door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Although the Lord speaks about the matter of reward (Matt. 6:1, 5), the important
thing here is not the reward, but the growth in life. [Those] who grow openly do
not grow in a healthy way. We all need some secret growth in life, some secret
experiences of Christ. We need to pray to the Lord, worship the Lord, contact the
Lord, and fellowship with the Lord in a secret way. Perhaps not even the one closest
to us will know or understand what we are doing. We need these secret experiences
of the Lord because such experiences Kkill our self and our flesh. Although anger and
lust are ugly, the thing that most frustrates us from growing in life is the self...The
self loves to be glorified, and the flesh loves to be gazed upon. (Life-study of Matthew,
p. 260)

Today’s Reading

We should pray much, yet not let others know how much we pray....If you
pray every day without telling others or letting them know about it, it means
that you are healthy and that you are growing....[If] you always tell others how
much you pray,...you will not only lose your reward, but you will not grow in life
or be healthy....If your righteous deeds are in secret, you may be assured that
you are growing in life and are healthy. But any time you exhibit yourself in your
righteous deeds, you are not healthy. Such an exhibition greatly frustrates your
growth in life.
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The universe indicates that God is hidden, that God is secret. Although He
has done a great many things, people are not aware that He has done them. We
may have seen the things done by God, but none of us has ever seen Him, for He
is always hidden, always secret. God’s life is of such a secret and hidden nature.
If we love others by our own life, this life will seek to make a display of itself
before men. But if we love others by the love of God, this love will always remain
hidden. Our human life loves to make a display, a public show, but God’s life is
always hidden. A hypocrite is one who has an outward manifestation without
having anything within. Everything he has is merely an outward show; there
is no reality inwardly. This is absolutely contrary to God’s nature and to His
hidden life. Although God has so much within Him, only a little is manifested.
If we live by this divine life, we may pray much, but others will not know how
much we have prayed.

When we Christians give a hundred dollars, it is better that we only let others
know that we have given a dime. We do more than what is visible to others. We
can never practice this kind of giving in our natural life. It is possible only in the
divine life, the life that does not enjoy making a show. This is the crucial point in
this portion of the Word.

If we are serious about being the kingdom people, we must learn to live
by the hidden life of our Father. We must not live by our natural life, which is
always making a display of itself. If we live by our Father’s hidden life, we shall
do many things without making any public show of them. Rather, all that we do
will be in secret, hidden from the eyes of others.

In praying, as in giving alms, the kingdom people are not to make a public
show [Matt. 6:5]....Prayer to seek man’s praise may gain a reward from men, but
it does not receive an answer from the Father. Thus, it is vain prayer.

Our prayer should be in secret [v. 6]...The kingdom people must have some
experience of prayer in their private room, contacting their heavenly Father in
secret, experiencing some secret enjoyment of the Father, and receiving some
secret answer from Him. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 261-262, 264)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 21
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<« WEEK 2 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 45:15 Surely You are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, the
Savior.

1 Kings 19:12 And after the earthquake, a fire—Jehovah was not in the fire.
And after the fire, a gentle, quiet voice.

Have you ever noticed this statement in the Bible—"“a God who hides Himself"?
[ have tested numbers of brothers and sisters with this question and have made
the discovery that scarcely any of God’s children have realized that His Word
contains such an expression, nor do they really know God as a God who hides
Himself. They know Him as the almighty One, as the righteous One, as One full of
grace and compassion, but as the One who hides Himself, He is unknown to them.

Note how Isaiah expresses this thought: “Surely You are a God who hides
Himself, / O God of Israel” (Isa. 45:15). This statement of his is most emphatic.
He is not talking empty words, the fruit of his own imagination; his utterance is
based on an accumulation of facts. He has looked at those facts, he has studied
those facts, and then he has come to his conclusion: “You are a God who hides
Himself, / O God.” What he has seen of God’s doings, what he has observed
happen to Israel under the hand of God, what he has beheld of the experiences
of God’s people—all these observations have forced the prophet to acknowledge
that God is a God who hides Himself. Why did Isaiah come to this conclusion?
If you read his book through, you will discover why. It was because God did
countless things in the midst of the children of Israel and countless things in
their personal lives, yet He concealed Himself. He was ceaselessly working, yet
He was always hidden. Very much was being done by Him, yet the Israelites
were utterly ignorant as to who the doer was. Then one day Isaiah exclaimed,
“Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God.” (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God
Who Hides Himself,” p. 3)

Today’s Reading
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Our personalities are diametrically opposed to God’s personality. He likes
concealment; we like display. He does not crave out- ward manifestations; we
cannot be content without them. This divine disposition constitutes a great trial
and test to us.

“Elijah was a man of like feeling with us” (James 5:17), and he did not stand
this test. On Mount Carmel God was obviously with him, but when God withheld
His manifest presence, Elijah could not bear it. He became depressed and crept
into a cave. When God asked him, “What are you doing here?” he answered, “I
have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel
have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and slain Your prophets
with the sword; and I alone am left, and they seek to take my life” (1 Kings
19:9-10). God knew Elijah’s difficulty; He knew Elijah wanted Him to be a God
who would manifest Himself; he had not realized that God is a God who hides
Himself. So God gave him a demonstration. There arose “a great, strong wind”
(v. 11). Elijah thought, The Lord is in this. But “Jehovah was not in the wind” (v.
11). The wind was followed by an earthquake. Elijah thought, Surely the Lord
is in this. But “Jehovah was not in the earthquake” (v. 11). Then came a fire, and
Elijah thought, The Lord is a consuming fire; He will be in this. But “Jehovah was
not in the fire” (v. 12). After the fire came a gentle, quiet voice—and the Lord
was in that (v. 12). Elijah said to Him, “I alone am left” (v. 14), but the Lord very
gently answered, “There are seven thousand persons who have not bowed down
to Baal. Elijah, I hide Myself; you did not know that [ had preserved those seven
thousand souls” (cf. v. 18). Elijah had reckoned only with what he could see, but
God is a God who hides Himself. He was not in the wind or in the earthquake or
in the fire; He was in the gentle, quiet voice. He had preserved for Himself seven
thousand persons who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but so hidden was His
activity that not even the prophet Elijah knew anything about it. (CWWL, 1956,
vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” pp. 3-4)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” pp. 3-11
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« WEEK 2 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing
Him at present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable
and full of glory

Col. 3:3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

[May] God’s children...realize the hidden nature of His working. Do not
think that only mighty influences, great visions, and tremendous revelations
are of Him. God’s surest work is done in the secret of our beings. Often it is just
a slight whisper or a slight influence—so slight we can scarcely distinguish it
from our own impressions. This is God’s mightiest mode of activity. Sometimes
from our innermost being comes a faint suggestion (or shall I call it a feeling,
a voice, or words?) saying something like this: “That is your natural life; that
belongs to the cross”—saying it in words that are scarcely words. But do please
take note: these almost indefinable words are indications of God’s most positive
activity. You may reason: This is not God; it is just me. But let me assure you,
this is His most definite speaking and working. It is such divine activity that has
preserved the church throughout her history of nearly two thousand years. The
more we serve the Lord and the more we abide in Him, the more we realize that
God is a very quiet God, so quiet that His presence is often undetected. His most
intimate way of guiding us is so natural that we scarcely perceive He is guiding
us at all, yet somehow we have been led; something has happened. It is often by
this quiet, inward activity of God that we receive our greatest guidances. (CWWL,
1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself,” pp. 4-5)

Today’s Reading

[When the] only begotten Son came for the very purpose of showing forth the
Father, He hid Him in a human life—a human life whose “visage was marred,” a
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human life that had “no attracting form nor majesty” (Isa. 52:14; 53:2). And He
came from Galilee, an insignificant province, and from the town of Nazareth, a
small town of which it was said by the Jews that no prophet or person of repute
ever came from there (John 1:46; 7:52). So when He appeared, people not only
found it hard to believe that God was present in Him—they found it hard even
to believe that He was a prophet of God. Yet God was hidden within Jesus of
Nazareth. This man belonged to a poor home and grew up to be a carpenter—
a very ordinary carpenter, working in a very small way, until He was thirty.
Whoever would have thought that He was indwelt by God, the infinite God?

If you study the Scriptures carefully, you will see that God has the kind of
temperament that dislikes ostentation. He likes to work secretly rather than
openly. He created the universe and then hid Himself in it, until we do not know
where to find Him.

[May we] all realize that, since the resurrection of our Lord, the chief
discipline for His followers has come along the line of knowing Him as a God
who hides Himself. He is in the midst of men yet does not show Himself to men;
He dwells within yet withholds the consciousness of His indwelling,

By the time [Peter] wrote his first Epistle,...he could say, “Whom having
not seen, you love” (1:8). That is a marvelous thing. Where would you find a
man who could love a fellow man he had never seen?...Faith and love are in an
unseen One.

When we are most conscious of impotence, God is often most powerfully
present...Do not set your expectation on some great vision or on some great
experience. And do not expect anything outward, for the God who hides Himself
is at work within your life, and He is working mightily. Your responsibility is
to cooperate with Him by responding to His voice within—that “gentle, quiet
voice,” that voice that seems so much a part of your own feelings that you
scarcely recognize it as a voice at all. To that voice, registered in the deepest
depths of your being, you must say Amen, for there, secretly and ceaselessly,
the God who hides Himself is working. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides
Himself,” pp. 5-6, 9-11)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1956, vol. 2, “A God Who Hides Himself”
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<« WEEK 2 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 42:7 Deep calls unto deep at the sound of Your water spouts; all Your
waves and Your billows pass over me.

Matt. 13:5 And others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have
much earth, and immediately they sprang up because they had no
depth of earth.

Only a call from the depths can provoke a response from the depths. Nothing
shallow can ever touch the depths, nor can anything superficial touch the inward
parts....0thers can respond deep within to only what issues from deep within
us...Anything that is not from the depths will never reach the depths of others. If
we have never received help or benefit in our depths, we will never have anything
issuing from our depths. (CWWN, vol. 37, “Deep Calls unto Deep,” p. 37)

Today’s Reading

In the Lord’s parable of the sower...some seeds fell...on the rocky places
[Matt. 13:5]...When the seed falls into this kind of ground, it springs up quickly,
but as soon as the sun comes out, it withers because of the lack of root. What
is a root? It is growth that occurs beneath the soil. What are the leaves? They
are growth that occurs above the soil. In other words, roots are the hidden life,
whereas leaves are the manifest life. The trouble with many Christians is that,
while there is much apparent life, there is very little secret life. In other words,
there is the lack of a hidden life...If all your experiences are manifested, then
all your growth is upward; there is no downward growth. If this is the case, you
are a person who has only leaves without root, and you are on shallow ground.
The Christian who parades all his virtues before men and who does not have
anything in the depth of his being has no root; he will not be able to stand in the
day of trial and temptation. How much [of our experience] would be left if what
is known by man was taken away? May God work in us so that we can take root
downward.
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Did Paul disclose all his revelations? Far from it. He wrote, “I know a man [who
is himself] in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in the body I do not know, or
outside the body I do not know; God knows) such a one was caught away to the
third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:2). He did not divulge this experience until fourteen years
later....God’s church knew nothing of it;..not one of the apostles had heard of it.
Paul’s roots were deep beneath the soil.

If you want to have Paul’s work, then you need to have Paul’s “root”; if you want to
have Paul’s outward conduct, then you need to have Paul’s inner life; if you want to have
Paul’s manifest power, then you need to have Paul’s secret experience. The trouble with
Christians today is that they cannot keep any spiritual thing or any special experience
undisclosed. As soon as they have a little experience, they have to tell it abroad.

This does not mean that we should not testify. But we must realize that
many...spiritual experiences need to be hidden away and should not be
exposed....To be without root is to be without any treasure; it is to be without any
hidden life or hidden experiences. It is essential that some of our experiences
remain covered; to uncover everything is to lose everything.

Whatever secrets we have with the Lord must be preserved....Only if He moves
within us to reveal something, dare we reveal it. If He wants us to share some
experience with a brother, we dare not withhold it, for that would be violating a
law of the members of the Body of Christ. One law of the members of the Body
of Christ is fellowship. Once we suppress this law, the flow stops. We must be
positive, not negative, and minister life to others....I trust we shall learn what the
Body of Christ is and what the flow of life among the members is; but [ trust we
shall also learn the need for safeguarding the hidden part we have before the
Lord, the experiences which are not known to others. If our life has no depth, our
superficial work will only affect other lives superficially. We repeat yet again—
only “deep calls unto deep.” (CWWN, vol. 37, “Deep Calls unto Deep,” pp. 37-40, 42-
44)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 7, “Deep Calls unto Deep”; CWWN, vol. 38,
ch. 66; Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 51-53
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

Lord, teach us how to pray
Longings — For Growth in Life 1132

1. Lord, teach us how to pray,
Ab Bb'/Ab Eb/G
Il

- T
L4 T T

T T I
But turn us from our way, And cause us,Lord, to call on Youeach day—

21 Ab Fm’ Bb Bb'/D Eb Ab/Eb Eb
H 1 | |
L — — 1 — 1 — t — — — i |
T ~——
Lord Je - sus, grow in us.

2. Lord, You're the seed of life;
You've sown Yourself into our heart,
And now You have a start;
So day by day more life to us impart—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

3. Lord Jesus, soften us;
You know the source from which we came.
By calling on Your name,
Lord, let no earth unturned nor rocks remain—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

4, Lord, how Your light makes clear
That we could not but €’er fail You;
Yet there’s a message true,
The seed of life within us will break through—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

5. Make us in spirit poor;
Lord, take whate’er we think we know.
We'll open to life’s flow,
And thus take in the life that makes us grow—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

6. Lord, make us pure in heart;
For we'll be not content until
You all our being fill,
0 Lord, renew our mind, emotion, will—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

7. Yes, Lord, impress our heart
That we must take You in each day;
The seed will have its way;
Your growing brings the kingdom here to stay—
Lord Jesus, grow in us.

8. Amen!—The growth in life!
There’s nothing that Your life can’t do;
Our every part renew.
We'll make it, we'll make it just by You.
Lord Jesus, grow in us.
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Week Three
The Kingdom and the Church

Scripture Reading: Matt. 16:18-19; 18:15-22; Rom. 14:17; Rev. 1:6; Col. 1:12-13

Outline

Day 1

I. The Bible first presents the kingdom and thereafter presents
the church; the presence of the kingdom produces the
church—Matt. 4:23; 16:18-19:

A.The life of God is the kingdom of God; the divine life is the kingdom, and
this life produces the church—John 3:3, 5; Matt. 7:14, 21; 19:17, 29;
25:46:

1.The kingdom is the realm of life for life to move, rule, and govern so
that life may accomplish its purpose, and this realm is the kingdom.

2.The gospel brings in the divine life, and this life has its realm, which
is the kingdom; the divine life with its realm produces the church—2
Tim. 1:10.

3.The gospel of the kingdom brings forth the church because the
kingdom is the life itself, and the church is the issue of life—Matt. 4:23;
Acts 8:12.

B.The kingdom is the reality of the church; therefore, apart from the
kingdom life, we cannot live the church life—Matt. 5:3; 16:18-19; Rev.
1:4-6,9:
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church—~Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.
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A KXBEKLT EMNMSH LB H, &8 1L The Father has delivered us out of the authority of darkness
Az FE E—H— 12 ~13; and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love—
Col. 1:12-13:

— WETFTHWELE= MK B2 EMASHE,  AThe kingdom of the Son of God's love comprises three ages: the present
FF B AT A RE, VAR AR RT3 I % age, in which the church is; the coming age, in which the millennial
WA 69 K H—13 kingdom will be; and the eternal age with the New Jerusalem in the new
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heaven and new earth—v. 13:

1.The stress in Colossians 1:13 is the kingdom of the Son of God's love
in this age, which is the reality of the church.

2.The church life today is the kingdom of the Son of the Father's love,
which is as delightful to God the Father as the Son of God is—4:15-16.

Day 5

B.We need to understand the intrinsic significance of the church as the

kingdom of the Son of God's love—1:13:

1.The Son of God is the embodiment and expression of the divine life;
hence, the kingdom of the Son is a realm of life—1 John 5:11-12; John 1:4.

2.The kingdom into which we have been transferred is the kingdom of
the Son of God's love; this realm of life is in love, not in fear—Col. 1:13.

3.The kingdom in which we find ourselves today is a realm full of life,
light, and love—1 Pet. 2:9.

4.The Son of the Father is the expression of the Father as the source of
life—]John 1:18, 4; 1 John 1:2:

a. The Son of the Father's love is the object of the Father's love to be
the embodiment of life to us in the divine love with the authority in
resurrection—Matt. 3:17.

b.The Son, as the embodiment of the divine life, is the object of the
Father's love—17:5:

1) The divine life embodied in the Son is given to us in the divine
love—1 John 5:11-12; John 3:16.

2) The object of the divine love becomes to us the embodiment of life in
the divine love with the authority in resurrection; this is the kingdom
of the Son of the Father's love.
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Day 6
5.To be transferred into the kingdom of the Son of the Father's love is
to be transferred into the Son, who is life to us—1 John 5:11-12:

a. The Son in resurrection is now the life-giving Spirit, and He rules us in
His resurrection life with love—1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 6:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:45D.

b.When we live by the Son as our life in resurrection, we are living in
His kingdom, enjoying Him in the Father's love; here we have the
church life—Col. 3:4; John 6:57.

c. Because the Father delights in His Son, the kingdom of the Son of the
Father's love is a pleasant thing, a matter of delight—Matt. 3:17; 17:5.

C. In the church as the kingdom of the Son of God's love, we have the reality
and practicality of the organic Body of Christ—Col. 2:19.

D.In the church as the kingdom of the Son of God's love, we have the reality
and practicality of the universal one new man—Eph. 2:15; 4:24; Col. 3:10-11.
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<« WEEK 3 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 4:23 And Jesus went about in all of Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom...

7:14 Because narrow is the gate and constricted is the way that leads to
life, and few are those who find it.

Although the church and the kingdom are interrelated, there is nonetheless a
difference between them. Because any kind of life is a kingdom, the kingdom is the
life itself....The life of God is the kingdom of God. The church, however, is not the life,
nor is the life the church. Rather, the church is the product of life. The divine life is the
kingdom, and this life produces the church.

The New Testament concept is that the gospel brings in the kingdom....The gospel
brings in the kingdom of God, and the gospel also brings forth the church of God.
For this reason, in the New Testament the gospel is called the gospel of the kingdom
(Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 24:14). But there is not a verse telling us that the gospel is the
gospel of the church. The gospel of the kingdom brings forth the church because the
kingdom is the life itself, and the church is the issue of life. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 1740)

Today’s Reading

In the first preaching of the New Testament gospel people were told to repent
because the kingdom of the heavens had drawn near (Matt. 3:2; 4:17; 10:7). This
meant that the time had come for God to dispense Himself as life into people. The
gospel brings God as life, and this life is the kingdom. The kingdom is the realm of life
for life to move, work, rule, and govern so that life may accomplish its purpose. The
kingdom as the realm of life is actually the life itself. The gospel brings in the divine
life, and the divine life has its realm. This is the kingdom. The divine life with its
realm produces the church.
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Because the kingdom is the reality of the church, according to the New Testament
revelation, we cannot live the church life apart from the proper kingdom life....To
enter the kingdom of God is to be regenerated. We may talk about regeneration
without realizing that regeneration is for the entry into the kingdom....Regeneration
results in the kingdom, for regeneration issues in an entrance into the kingdom.
When God regenerated us, He regenerated us into His kingdom.

We need to be deeply impressed with the fact that the reality of the kingdom of
the heavens is the content of the church life. This means that without the reality
of the kingdom, the church is empty. The reality of the kingdom is actually Christ
Himself as our life. Christ as life is the essence, the substance, for us to live a
proper life so that in this life we may be built up with other believers to bring in
the real church life, which is a glorious expression of Christ as the embodiment
of the Triune God. Because Christ is the embodiment of the Triune God, when
Christ is expressed, the entire Triune God is expressed. This expression depends
on whether or not the believers live a life that is the reality of the kingdom, a
reality that is fully revealed and described in chapters 5 through 7 of the Gospel
of Matthew. These chapters are a complete message on the constitution of the
kingdom of the heavens, and this constitution is the reality of the kingdom life.
This reality is the genuine content of the church life.

If we would have the reality of the kingdom as the content of our church life, we
need Christ to be our life and our life supply. Through the dispensing of the Triune
God into our being, we need to experience and enjoy Christ as our life.

Today we have the processed Triune God with Christ as the embodiment and
the Spirit as the consummation. Day by day we need to open to Him, call on Him,
stay in His presence, fellowship with Him, and allow Him to work within us to
dispense all that He is, all that He has, all that He has done, and all that He is doing
into our being. As the spontaneous issue of this dispensing, we shall have the
kingdom life, and this kingdom life will be our church life. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 1740-1742, 1746)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 160
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:18-19 ...Upon this rock | will build My church, and the gates
of Hades shall not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you bind on the earth shall have
been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loose on the earth shall
have been loosed in the heavens.

When the Lord said, “Upon this rock [ will build My church,” He immediately
added, “I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens” [Matt. 16:18-19].
The keys of the kingdom are given to make the building of the church possible.
Where the authority of the kingdom is absent, there the building of the church
will be lacking. Anyone who refuses to submit to the authority of the kingdom can
at best be a saved person; he will never be built into the structure of the church.
(CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” pp. 261-262)

Today’s Reading

Where the kingdom of the heavens is in authority, there a church will be built
up. A church comes into being where a company of people accept the government
of heaven.

The Scriptures present [a] profound aspect—that the church has been secured
through the sovereign rule of heaven. Because the kingdom of heaven is able to
assert its authority over a company of men, that company of men can be built up
into a church...How was the church brought into being? It was by means of the
authority of the kingdom. God’s purpose was to bring His heavenly dominion to
the earth, and apart from the church His goal could not be attained. He needed a
people who would subject themselves to the dominion of heaven so that under
that dominion they might be built up into the church.

If there is to be a building, the one indispensable condition is submission
to the authority of the kingdom. Our Savior has been exalted to be Head of
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the universe, and all authority has been given to Him in heaven and on earth.
God has put all things under His feet and has made Him Head over all things
to the church. In the first place this implies that the church must come under
His headship. What is headship? It is the government of the Head. We need
to realize that in order for the church to be built up, we must submit to the
authority of the Head. Where there is no Head, there is no authority, and there
the question of church building cannot even arise. In Ephesians 4:15-16, which
speaks throughout of the building of the church, it is shown to be of primary
importance that we “grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ.”
In how many things are we really growing up into Him? Even our humility,
even our love, and even many of our other good qualities are not necessarily
a growing up under His headship. We have not yet understood what it means
to have our affections governed by Christ and to have all those other desirable
qualities developed under His headship. Where there is truly a growing up
in all things into the Head, there will follow the building up of the Body as
these two verses show. “All the Body, being joined together and being knit
together...causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.”
Colossians 2:19 speaks of “holding the Head.” What does that mean? It means
that in all things we submit to the authority of the Head. Note that it does not
say, “Holding the Savior,” nor does it say, “Holding the life.” It is when we submit
to the government of the Head that there will be the building of which the same
verse speaks—"All the Body, being richly supplied and knit together by means
of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.” If we have subjection
to the authority of the Head, we have the building up of the Body. Where the
government of heaven is secured, there the church is secured. The extent to
which the church is built up in our midst will depend entirely upon the place
given in our midst to the church’s Head. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom
and the Church,” pp. 262-263, 265-266)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Kingdom and the Church,” chs. 7-9;
CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” ch. 1; Life-study of Matthew, msgs.
47,51
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« WEEK 3 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints...

Rom. 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19 affords us the basis for saying that the church today is God’s
kingdom. The citizens mentioned here are related to a kingdom, a nation, not to
a family. A family is composed of members, not of citizens...We are members of
God'’s household;...we are [also] citizens of God’s nation, of God’s kingdom.

Although the church today is God’s kingdom, we are in the kingdom in reality
only when we live and walk in spirit. Whenever we behave according to the old
man or live in the flesh or the self, we, in a practical way, are out of God’s kingdom.
This means that when we are in the flesh, we are in the old realm of the fallen
human nature, which has been fully usurped by Satan to form his kingdom.
Therefore, a genuine Christian, if he lives in the flesh instead of in the spirit, may
live in a practical way not in the kingdom of God but in the kingdom of Satan. Only
when we live, walk, behave, and have our being altogether in our spirit, not in our
natural man, are we in the kingdom of God and, in reality, are the kingdom of God.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2236)

Today’s Reading

The kingdom of God is the living of the church. A verse that strongly proves
this is Romans 14:17...According to some Bible teachers, the kingdom has not
yet come. They claim that now is the dispensation of the church, and the next
dispensation will be that of the kingdom. But in 14:17 Paul does not say that the
kingdom of God shall be; he uses the present tense and says that the kingdom
of God is. According to the context of Romans 14, which speaks of receiving the
believers, the kingdom is today’s church life. The reality of the church life is the
kingdom. Romans 12 speaks of the Body life, and Romans 14, of the kingdom life.
This indicates that, in Romans, the kingdom life is the reality of the Body life.
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In a sense, it is correct to say that the present age is the church age and that the
coming age will be the kingdom age. However, in another sense, the kingdom of
God is here today, for the kingdom is the reality of the church and the living of the
church. Hence, the church is the kingdom.

The proper church life is the kingdom life. If we live under the rule of the living
God within us, that is, under the rule of the kingdom of the heavens, we shall have
the kind of life recorded in chapters 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew. We shall also have a
life of the kingdom practiced in the church life. Hence, we should not separate the
kingdom of God from the church.

In Romans 14:17 we see that the kingdom of God as the living of the church
is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. When the authority of God'’s
kingdom operates in us, righteousness, peace, and joy will characterize our daily
life.

Righteousness, peace, and joy are actually the expression of Christ. When Christ
is expressed, He is our righteousness toward ourselves, our peace toward others,
and our joy with God.

As the believers live the kingdom life in the church, they will live righteously
toward themselves. This means that we must be strict with ourselves and make no
excuses for ourselves.

To live the kingdom life in the church also means that we live peacefully toward
others...Toward others we must endeavor to pursue peace, continually seeking to
be at peace with them. This peace is Christ Himself lived out from our being.

Living the kingdom life in the church also requires that we live joyfully to God in
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of joy. If we are not joyful, this indicates
that we are not in the Holy Spirit. If we are truly living the kingdom life, we shall
be joyful with God, praising Him. Whenever we live righteously toward ourselves
and peacefully toward others, we shall live joyfully to God in the Holy Spirit. Such
a living is the kingdom of God as the living of the church. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 2237-2239)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 209, 241-242,
252
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<« WEEK 3— DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:12-13 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share
of the allotted portion of the saints in the light; who delivered us out of
the authority of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the
Son of His love.

The kingdom of the Son of God’s love comprises three ages: the present age,
in which the church is; the coming age, in which the millennial kingdom will be;
and the eternal age with the New Jerusalem in the new heaven and the new earth.
These three aspects of the kingdom are considered by Paul in Colossians 1:13 as
the kingdom of the Son of God’s love.

The words the Son of God are a delight to the Father’s ears. When the Lord
Jesus was baptized, the Father declared, “This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom
I have found My delight” (Matt. 3:17). When the Lord was transfigured, the
Father made the same declaration (Matt. 17:5). Because the Father delights in
His Son, the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love is a pleasant thing, a matter
of delight. This is the reason it comprises only three sections—the section of the
church life, the section of the heavenly part of the kingdom of the heavens in the
millennium, and the new heaven and the new earth with the New Jerusalem as the
consummation of the church and the kingdom. In each of these three sections the
kingdom of the Son of God’s love is a matter of delight. The Father, by His mercy
and grace, has transferred us out of the darkness of Satan into this pleasant part of
the kingdom. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 2583)

Today’s Reading

The stress in Colossians 1:13 is the kingdom of the Son of God’s love in this
age, which is the reality of the church. The church life today is the kingdom of the
Son of God’s love, which is as delightful to God the Father as the Son of God is. We,
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the believers, all have been transferred into this delightful kingdom of the Son of
God’s love. God the Father loves the delightful part of the kingdom, just as He loves
His delightful Son as His own. So, the church, as the delightful part of the divine
kingdom, is considered a great blessing to God’s redeemed people by the apostle
Paul in the book of Colossians, a book which is on Christ as the all-inclusive
portion of God’s people (Col. 1:12).

John 3:5 indicates that it is through regeneration that all the believers have been
transferred into the kingdom of the Son of God'’s love. Through regeneration we have
been brought out of the darkness of Satan into this delightful aspect of the kingdom.
God loved the Son, so He gave this part of the kingdom to Him. Through God’s
salvation and regeneration, all the believers of His Son have been transferred into
this section of the kingdom. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2583-2584)

We may still be under the authority of darkness in our married life. When a
brother is exchanging words with his wife, both he and his wife are in darkness.
Because they are in darkness, they accuse and blame each other. The same is true
when there are arguments between brothers or between sisters. Our experience
testifies that whenever we live, walk, and behave in the self, we are in darkness.
There is no need to commit some gross sin in order to be in darkness. Simply
living according to the self puts us in darkness, for it causes us to be separated
from Christ.

Whenever we are in the natural man, not taking Christ as our person and living
by Him, we are in darkness. We must remember that He alone is light. He must
saturate and prevail in every aspect of our daily living. Otherwise, at least certain
parts of our daily walk will not be filled with Christ.

Those parts of our life and living that are closed off from Christ are
spontaneously in darkness because Christ, the One who is the very light, has no
place. Only when Christ occupies every part of us and every aspect of our daily
walk can we be wholly in the light and altogether be delivered from the control of
the authority of darkness. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 40-41)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 244
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of
Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

According to the New Testament, the Son of God is the expression of the divine
life and its embodiment. This means that the kingdom of the Son is a realm of life.
The fact that the kingdom into which we have been transferred is the kingdom
of the Son of God’s love indicates that this realm of life is in love, not in fear. The
kingdom in which we find ourselves today is a realm full of life, light, and love.
(Life-study of Colossians, p. 38)

Today’s Reading

The Son of the Father is the expression of the Father as the source of life (John
1:18, 4; 1 John 1:2). The Father as the source of life is expressed in the Son. The
Son of the Father’s love is the object of the Father’s love to be the embodiment
of life to us in the divine love with the authority in resurrection. The Son, as the
embodiment of the divine life, is the object of the Father’s love. The divine life
embodied in the Son is given to us in the divine love. Therefore, the object of
the divine love becomes to us the embodiment of life in the divine love with the
authority in resurrection. This is the kingdom of the Son of His love.

It is easier to give an illustration of the kingdom of the Son of His love than it
is to give an adequate definition of it. Consider your experience. Coming to realize
that the Lord Jesus is so loving and lovable, we began to love Him. As we love the
Lord Jesus, we are conscious of a sweet sense of love. Not only does this sense
of love include the Lord Jesus, but it also includes us. We realize that we also are
the objects of the divine love. As objects of this divine love, we spontaneously
come under a certain control or ruling. Before we began to love the Lord Jesus,

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 3 Morning Revival - Page 9



AN . ERATE, “ EHREK, REIR! 7
RATH AR A A B i KA 46 Z LR LRT, &4
HRAEHNEEMNR, RNFANATE, &
FTEXRBHWRE, —ROTREFELHHNR, HRK
MART ZEEXAHKNAZE, RHAZMBETEZT,
EAEHAA B BRI, T7EH TR
%, RIMMEEZH<O T F, AR EE! B
HEEARBRME L ERZH 28y, RANFAT5E
N E, A AT ER SR, RIOTEZH
MEF, TRANEEMYR, XRHEHETHE.

KAV EZF Z AR, AR XMIWNA RS EHE
B, B ELEGFTRKA, EEEFENES T RKK.
AR ETIE, TEHTHERNFZEREE
. EWENTRERERK, BEEFEUIN—TI=Y,
TR EACHE, LW ETF. AL, N
HEXFERNEF, BRNFTFRNNVG ¥, L.
BREXBAL, RINRERFARBZ T, E
ERFEAATHEE T EIRE, £RNIANZHEE,
o T Eaf oty E R, X BRATRA KO
R A&, Bk, TF. AREX. FERIE
HEX, BINARAHNE TEE. AXERIAZ.
KAk, XHEREEMWE.

REEWE, KRERNTEEF UG EMTEY
fiE. RMNEFLA2EREETE, BaAE,
RAVF 2 AMHEX MY XN EF ZT; XA
EETHEL, BT RLAPATH. X5 H 5
EEREHRSE ., RMNEEZIMHRHBZT, KMEL
BRELEN, FEHMREAEE. BRARERT &AT
s RS, BERMNAKANEE, B, E
FAAT K, BAVIIET E1E G A KRR AW — 2 x
B, RERMUMGEEREARNBZT (P HH
e, ZANZEHOT) .

S MEWHEREE, FLRE,

O hhFEFEMKERASERERILG-FEIRBREMES - 103

we were free to do whatever we wanted. But the more we say, “Lord Jesus, I love
You,” the less freedom we have. Before we began to love the Lord Jesus, we did
not sense this ruling or restriction. We could mistreat people or engage in worldly
entertainments without any sense of inward restriction. But as those who love the
Lord Jesus, we have come under His rule. This rule is not harsh; on the contrary,
it is sweet and pleasant. Oh, we are restricted and ruled in such a sweet way!
Because of the pleasantness of the Lord’s rule in us, we do not care even to speak
a vain word or to have a thought that is displeasing to Him. We are ruled and
restricted to the uttermost in the sweetness of love. This is the kingdom of the Son
of His love.

The more we are willing to be restricted and ruled by the Lord Jesus out of our
love for Him, the more we shall grow in life, even in the abundance of life. This
indicates that the kingdom of the Son of His love is for our enjoyment of Christ as
life. Here we are freed from everything other than Christ, not only from evil things,
but also from things such as philosophy, ordinances, observances, and asceticism.
When we were holding to our philosophy, ethics, asceticism, and ordinances,
we were under the authority of darkness. But God has delivered us out of this
authority and has transferred us into a kingdom of love that is full of life and
light. Here we have no observances, rituals, ordinances, practices, philosophies,
mysticism, Gnosticism, or asceticism. We just have Christ, the Son of His love. Here
we have love, light, and life. This is to live by Christ.

To live by Christ means that we do not live by anything other than Christ. If we
see what it is to live by Christ, we shall realize that many of us are still under some
form of control established by the self, a control set up and carried out by the self.
This kind of control is the authority of darkness. If we are under this authority, we
receive no light in reading the Bible, and we have no utterance in prayer. Although
the Father has delivered us out of the authority of darkness, out of our natural
thought, emotion, preference, and behavior, we may still remain in some aspect of
our natural being. This causes us to be held under the authority of darkness. (Life-
study of Colossians, pp. 32-33)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 5
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<« WEEK 3 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and
this life is in His Son.

Col. 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be
manifested with Him in glory.

To be transferred into the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love is to be
transferred into the Son who is life to us (1 John 5:12). The Son in resurrection
(1 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 6:4-5) is now the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). He rules us in
His resurrection life with love. This is the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love.
When we live by the Son as our life in resurrection, we are living in His kingdom,
enjoying Him in the Father’s love.

We have been transferred into a realm where we are ruled in love with life.
Here, under the heavenly ruling and restriction, we have genuine freedom, the
proper freedom in love, with life, and under light. This is what it means to be
delivered out of the authority of darkness and transferred into the kingdom of
the Son of His love. Here in this kingdom we enjoy Christ and have the church life.
Here there is no opinion or division. Here we have one thing: the church life with
Christ as everything to us. This is the revelation of the book of Colossians. (Life-
study of Colossians, pp. 34-35)

Today’s Reading

In Colossians the authority of darkness [1:13] refers to the good aspects of
culture and of our character, disposition, and natural being. The authority of
darkness includes our virtues, religion, philosophy, observances, ordinances,
principles, and ethical standards. God has delivered us out of all this and has
transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, where we live under a
heavenly rule and restriction. In this kingdom we are not under a harsh rule,
but under the loving rule of the Son. Here we do not sense that we are under
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righteousness, power, or authority, but under the loving and lovable Lord Jesus.
The more we tell the Lord Jesus that we love Him, the more we are freed on the
one hand, and the more we are restricted and ruled on the other hand. Because we
love Him, we desire to take Him as our person and as our life. This is the proper
Christian life for the church life.

The mistake the Colossians were making was that of receiving and following
something other than Christ. To accept something in place of Christ is not only
to be in darkness, but also to be under the controlling authority of darkness.
Anything that is a substitute for Christ—philosophy, religion, character, virtues,
concepts, opinions—becomes the authority of darkness to control us. At Colossae,
the authority of darkness was Jewish religious observances, pagan ordinances,
philosophy, mysticism, and asceticism. Although these things seemed to be good,
they were actually the authority of darkness because they replaced Christ. They
caused Christ, the light, to be set aside. Therefore, darkness became prevailing
once again and controlled the saints in the church. This was the situation in
Colossae, and may also be the situation today.

Many believers insist that the Bible is full of light. This, of course, is true. But if
we do not read the Word in the Lord’s presence, even our reading of the Scriptures
will be in darkness. We shall be like the Pharisees addressed by the Lord Jesus in
John 5:39 and 40: “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is these that testify concerning Me. Yet you are not willing
to come to Me that you may have life.” It is possible to have the Bible in our hand
and yet still be blind and in darkness. The religionists were offended when Christ
told them they were blind (John 9:39-41). They thought they were in light because
they had the Scriptures in an outward way. But actually they were blind because
they did not have Christ, who alone is the light of the world. Any place where the
Lord Jesus is not present is under the authority of darkness.

For Christ to be the Head of the Body, and for us, His believers, to be the
members of His Body, He needed to deliver us out of the authority of darkness, the
kingdom of Satan (Matt. 12:26), and transfer us into the kingdom of Christ, the
kingdom of God’s Beloved. (Life-study of Colossians, pp. 35, 41, 39-40, 24)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 3-4
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

The essence of the Kingdom is
The Kingdom — Its Reality

1. The es - sence of the King - dom is A life that’'s un - der heav - en’s
A Em B/Df Em D D'/Ff G D/Ff AE G/D A/CE G D/A A" D
| }

di - vine With Christ ex - pe - ri - enced in full

2. Such is this life: in spirit poor,
With heart repentant, mourning, meek,
Which is to others merciful
And purely God Himself doth seek;

6. 'Tis strict with self, with others kind,
And always dealing with the Lord;
It ever does the Father’s will
And acts according to His word.

3. As sons of God the peace to make,
For righteousness €’en suffering pain;
Reviled and hurt for Jesus’ sake,

7. To Satan it does not give ground,
Nor to the world, or self, or sin,
But seeks beneath the heaven’s rule

Exceeding joyfulness to gain; God’s full authority to win.

4. As salt to kill corruption rife,
In darkness shining as the light,
In heart and action right and true,
In perfect love to claim no right.

8. ’Tis such a life which subjugates
All things with pow’r to God’s behest;
The time it hastens when the Lord
Will here His kingdom manifest.

5. This life self-glory doth renounce
And ever for God’s kingdom prays;
It trusts in God for every need
And seeks His kingdom first always.
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Week Four

Living the Kingdom Life by Taking Care of Others
according to the Spirit
and by Realizing God’s Forgiveness

Scripture Reading: Matt. 7:1-12; 18:1-35

Outline

Day 1

Matthew 7:1-12 concerns the principles of the kingdom
people in dealing with others and reveals that the heavenly
ruling over the kingdom people requires that they take
care of others according to the spirit—cf. Judg. 9:8-9:

A.The kingdom people, living in a humble spirit under the heavenly ruling
of the kingdom, always judge themselves, not others—Matt. 7:1:

1.If we judge others with righteousness, we will be judged with
righteousness by the Lord (v. 2); if we judge others with mercy,
we will be judged with mercy by the Lord; mercy triumphs over
judgment—]James 2:13.

2.For us to deal with others, we must reject ourselves and consider them,
sympathize with them, and be merciful toward them; the splinter in our
brother's eye must remind us of the beam in our own eye—Matt. 7:3.

3.As long as the beam remains in our eye, our vision is blurred, and we
cannot see clearly—vv. 4-5.
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Day 2

B.We should not give that which is holy to the dogs or cast our pearls before
the hogs, lest they trample them with their feet and turn and tear us—v. 6:

1.In Matthew 7:6 that which is holy must refer to the objective truth,
which belongs to God; your pearls must refer to the subjective
experiences, which are ours.

2.Dogs do not have hoofs, nor do they chew the cud; hogs have divided
hoofs but do not chew the cud; thus, both are unclean—Lev. 11:27, 7;
cf. Acts 10:1-15, 28.

3.According to the revelation in 2 Peter 2:12, 19-22, and Philippians 3:2,
dogs and hogs in Matthew 7:6 refer to people who are religious but
not clean.

4.When we talk to others about the truth or about our precious
experience of Christ, we must perceive and determine whether or not
they have the capacity to receive what we intend to share.

C. As we are contacting people and dealing with them, we must ask, seek,
and knock for the proper way to contact them—vv. 7-8; 1 Tim. 5:1-2:

Day 3

1.To ask is to pray in a common way, to seek is to supplicate in a
specific way, and to knock is to demand in the most intimate and most
earnest way.

2.The best way for the kingdom people to contact others is according to
the kingdom and according to the Spirit—Matt. 7:9-12; cf. Luke 11:13.
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EERENBEMEEERNERHARRG S T—10- order to minister Christ into others for His Body—cf. 2 Chron. 1:10.
e Day 4

N AEMEIERELE, AALE, B424AFE, 1L To live the kingdom life, the God-man life, the church life,
LR, NRAEEMGER, 75TE%& we must be humble and not despise any believer but love
MeyH L, MKMW HEL—KTA1~ our brother and forgive our brother—Matt. 18:1-35; 5:48;

35, A48, £13~14, ¥+wW17: 7:13-14; Rom. 14:17:
— 2 BAEAE, BMLAEEAT, Tmigd  ATolive the kingdom life, we must humble ourselves and become like little
BT —H—KtA\2~4, children—Matt. 18:2-4.
Z 23BEAEE, ANMAz4BA, 2 T4 B.To live the kingdom life, we should not stumble others or set up any
BAWE—SH~9F, £+—6b. stumbling block—vv. 5-9; cf. 11:6.
Z 23EEAE, BNMEERZRAEZIZH—/ C(To live the kingdom life, we should not despise even a little
PF—1+N10 ~ 14, believer—18:10-14.

W EAEEAE, BNBZLRERMA S L—  D.Tolive the kingdom life, we should forgive our brother without limit—vv.
21~ 35 21-35:

| BA IR R EFERNINH T EEC PN ER— 1.We must forgive the offending brother even seventy times seven
20 ~2277 0 times—vv. 21-22.

2 BT A J0E ERCR TR T—4F 2.We must forgive others as the Lord has forgiven us:

a P TRER > AA[REIRE—23 ~ 26 77 a. Our debt to the Lord is impossible to pay off—vv. 23-26.

b EEBATEMEVE B FEAEET R T HA T8I > K b.The Lord forgave our debts in our defeated Christian life for the
BT SHAYACE—27 77 restoration of our fellowship with Him—v. 27.

¢ AIARIRAIAY » EEREFRA TR EHY - 2 ARy —28 c. Another's debt to us is very small compared with our debt to the
7 e Lord—v. 28.
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d.If we do not forgive the brother who sins against us, it will grieve the
other brothers, and they may bring this matter to the Lord—vv. 28-31.

e.If we do not forgive a brother from our heart today, we will not be
allowed to enter into the kingdom in the coming age—vv. 32-35; cf.
Mark 11:25-26.

Day 5

[1I. We must see and realize that in the kingdom of God there
are five kinds of forgiveness:

A.There is eternal forgiveness—this relates to life:
1.The forgiveness that comes with our salvation is eternal forgiveness.

2.0nce we are forgiven, we are forgiven forever; we receive eternal life
forever, and we are justified forever—Luke 24:47; Rom. 4:7-8; Psa.
103:12.

3.The moment we believe into the Lord Jesus, we are forgiven of all our
sins; the Lord removes all our sins, and we are left with no trace of sin
before God—Acts 10:43; Heb. 8:12.

B. There is instrumental forgiveness—this relates to the church:

1.In sending the Holy Spirit to His church, the Lord charged the church
to be His representative on the earth; forgiveness is now granted
through the church—John 20:22-23.

2.Instrumental forgiveness is God's proclamation of forgiveness
through man; if a person is newly saved but does not know the
meaning of forgiveness, it is good for a representative of the church to
stand up and say to him, “You have accepted the Lord today; you can
thank Him because He has forgiven you of your sins!”

C. There is restorative forgiveness—this relates to fellowship:
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1.When we sin in our daily life, our conscience condemns us, and our
fellowship with God is interrupted—Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3:9; 2
Tim. 1:3.

2.0ur Father-son relationship with God in life can never be changed,
but sin can damage our fellowship with God; we have to confess our
sins and offenses to God before we can secure our forgiveness in
fellowship—1 John 1:7, 9; 2:1-2.

3.I1f we have offended our brothers, we must confess to them as well—
Matt. 5:23-24.

4.We have to maintain ourselves in constant fellowship with God; when
we come to God, we have to acknowledge our sinful acts honestly and
ask Him for forgiveness; if we do this, our fellowship with God will be
restored, and our heart will be filled with the joy of salvation—Psa.
51:12; Prov. 15:13a; 17:22a; 15:15b.

5.The secret of the Christian life is maintaining ourselves in constant
fellowship with God; if we fail, we must ask God for forgiveness, and we
must recover the sweet fellowship that we had with God—1 John 1:9.

Day 6

D.There is governmental forgiveness—this relates to discipline:

1.This kind of forgiveness involves God's arrangement, sovereignty,
discipline, and hand; God's government is His way of doing things; it
is His administration.

2.God's governmental forgiveness is related to the way that God
manages, rules over, and deals with us—Gal. 6:7.

3.When we sin against God, He will forgive us when we confess our sins
to Him; our fellowship with Him can be restored, but He may change
His way with us.
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4.David confessed his sins and admitted his guilt in order to be forgiven by
God (2 Sam. 12:13; Psa. 51), but God would cause the son born to Uriah's
wife to die and the sword to not depart from David's house (2 Sam. 12:7-15).

5.When we are under God's governmental discipline, the only thing
that we can do is learn to humble ourselves under His mighty hand
(1 Pet. 5:5-7); the more we reject God's governmental hand, the more
problems we will encounter.

6.After Moses struck the rock in Meribah (Num. 20:10-12, 24; 27:14),
he fell under God's governmental hand:

a.In being angry when God was not angry, Moses did not represent God
rightly in His holy nature, and in striking the rock twice, he did not
keep God's word in His economy; thus, Moses offended both God's
holy nature and His divine economy.

b.Because of this, even though he was intimate with God and may be
considered a companion of God (Exo. 33:11), Moses lost the right to
enter into the good land.

c. In all that we say and do concerning God's people, our attitude must
be according to God's holy nature, and our actions must be according
to His divine economy; this is to sanctify Him.

7.We must learn to be generous to others and learn always to forgive;
if we criticize others lightly, condemn others easily, keep complaining
about the conduct of others, and continue to count the ill-
treatment that we receive from them, this will bring us under God's
governmental hand; if we are severe toward others, God will also be
severe toward us—Matt. 6:15; 18:23-35:

a. We have to learn to fear God, to revere God, to respect God, to honor
God, to be in awe of God—Psa. 2:11-12; 86:11; 2 Cor. 5:10-11; Isa. 11:2.
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b.When others are in trouble, it is the time for us to help them, not the
time for us to criticize them—cf. Gen. 14:14-16.

c. There are many brothers who have fallen miserably today for one
reason only—they have criticized others too severely in the past;
many of their weaknesses today are the very weaknesses that they
criticized in the past.

d.We must be generous toward others if we want to avoid God's governmental
hand; may we learn to love and forbear one another—Eph. 4:32.

E. There is kingdom forgiveness—this relates to administration:

1.If we treat people too harshly or have an unforgiving spirit in this
age, we will be disciplined in the kingdom age—Luke 6:37-38; Matt.
18:33-35.

2.1f we treat others in a mean way and criticize others mercilessly, God
will deal with us in the same way in the future—7:1-2.

3.May the Lord grant us the grace to be those who show mercy to
others, who do not deal with others in meanness, sharpness, or
severity, so that we can obtain mercy from God in that day—5:7; cf. 2
Tim. 1:16, 18.
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<« WEEK 4 —DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 7:1-2 Do not judge, that you be not judged. For with what judgment
you judge, you shall be judged; and with what measure you measure, it
shall be measured to you.

The Lord’s intention in Matthew 7:1-12...is to encourage us to forget ourselves
and to take care of others. In the two previous chapters, the Lord has dug out
our temper, our lusts, our inner being, the self, the flesh, and our anxiety. Now He
brings us to the point where we must learn to take care of others. When you judge
others, you must judge them according to how you want them to judge you. To
consider the matter in this way is to take care of others. (Life-study of Matthew, p.
283)

Today’s Reading

In Matthew 7:1 the Lord said, “Do not judge, that you be not judged.” The
kingdom people, living in a humble spirit under the heavenly ruling of the
kingdom, always judge themselves, not others. The Lord’s word about not
judging lest we be judged does not seem to be a word about taking care of others.
However, when we probe into this word, we see that it actually means to take care
of others.

Verse 2 says, “For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and
with what measure you measure, it shall be measured to you.” Under the heavenly
ruling of the kingdom, the kingdom people will be judged with what they judge.
If they judge others with righteousness, they will be judged by the Lord with
righteousness. If they judge others with mercy, they will be judged by the Lord
with mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment (James 2:13). Do not judge others so
much, for you will be judged in the same degree that you judge others. If you take
care of others, you will not be judged by them.
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For us to deal with others, we must consider them, sympathize with them, and
be merciful toward them. The kingdom people must take care of others in their
dealings with them.

The basic principle hidden [in Matthew 7:1-12] is that we must forget ourselves
and take care of others. Do you know why you criticize others and judge them? It
is because you think of yourself too much. You neglect the feelings of others and
do not care for them. You care only for your feeling. Hence, you judge and criticize
others. Therefore, if we would be kept from judging others, we must take care
of them. This requires that we forget ourselves and consider others. If we center
around ourselves and ignore the feelings of others, we shall criticize them. But if
we take care of others, we shall not judge them.

In verse 3 the Lord says, “And why do you look at the splinter which is in your
brother’s eye, but the beam in your eye you do not consider?” As the kingdom
people, living in a humble spirit under the heavenly ruling of the kingdom, we
must consider the log, the beam, in our own eye whenever we look at the splinter
in our brother’s eye. The splinter in our brother’s eye must remind us that we have
a beam in our own eye.

Verse 4 continues, “Or how can you say to your brother, Let me remove the
splinter from your eye, and behold, the beam is in your eye?” The Lord’s word in
verses 3 and 4 is very deep. His intention here is not to charge us to take care of
ourselves; it is to charge us to take care of others.

Verse 5 says, “Hypocrite, first remove the beam from your eye, and then
you will see clearly to remove the splinter from your brother’s eye.” As long as
the beam remains in our eye, our sight is blurred, and we cannot see clearly. In
pointing out a brother’s fault, we must realize that we have a greater fault. Our
brother’s fault is likened to a splinter, and ours is likened to a beam....The Lord’s
intention is that we take care of others. Whenever you try to point out someone
else’s fault, you may care for the fault, but not for the person...If you care for the
brother, you will not care only for his fault. Rather, you would say, “His fault is
merely a splinter when compared to mine, which is a huge beam. Therefore, I am
happy to overlook his fault.” (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 284, 286-287)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 23
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 7:6-8 Do not give that which is holy to the dogs, neither cast your
pearls before the hogs, lest they trample them with their feet, and turn
and tear you. Ask and it shall be given to you; seek and you shall find;
knock and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

[In Matthew 7:6] that which is holy must refer to the objective truth that
belongs to God, and your pearls must refer to the subjective experiences which
are ours. Dogs do not have hoofs nor do they chew the cud, and hogs divide the
hoofs, but do not chew the cud. Thus, both are unclean (Lev. 11:4, 7). According
to what is revealed in 2 Peter 2:12, 19-22, and Philippians 3:2, the dogs and the
hogs here refer to people who are religious, but not clean. (Life-study of Matthew,
p. 288)

Today’s Reading

Matthew 7:6 is also related to the matter of taking care of others. Many times
when you have seen a certain truth, doctrine, or light, you tell others about it with
no regard to whether they are “dogs,” “lambs,” or “wolves.” You care only for your
feeling of excitement. You may say, “Oh, I have seen the light concerning the church
life! The church is glorious and wonderful!” In your excitement, you may share
this with the wrong person. This is giving what is holy to the dogs. When you are
about to give something holy to others, you must consider those you are speaking
to. You should not give the holy things to dogs, nor cast your pearls before hogs.
When you talk to others about the holy things, or the truths, and the pearls, or the
experiences, you must observe the basic principle of taking care of others. You
must determine whether or not people can receive what you intend to share. You
must also perceive how much they can receive. In other words, when you talk to
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others about spiritual things, do not speak according to your feelings or desires;
rather, speak to them according to their capacity to receive what you have to say.

If you take care of others, you will not share everything with everybody, and
there are some to whom you will not give your testimony. This is the principle of
the kingdom people in dealing with others....You will be wise in dealing with them,
considering what the “dogs” can take or what the “hogs” can understand. But if
you are excited and care only for yourself and not for others, you will get into
trouble or even cause trouble. In the past some of our young people have gone to
other meetings, and, caring only for their zeal, they spoke out unwisely. They were
on fire, but because they did not care for others, they only caused trouble.

The kingdom people must be the wisest of people. Whenever we contact
others, we should know what their temperature is, and we should care for their
situation. We should do things in a proper way and not provoke the dogs to bite us
or the hogs to attack us. They may turn and tear us.

Verses 7 and 8 of Matthew 7..mean that we must look to the heavenly Father
as we are dealing with others. We must ask Him, seek Him, and knock for Him.
Many times we have failed to do this. But these verses indicate that at the very
time we are contacting people and dealing with them, we must look to the Lord
and say, “Lord, tell me how to contact these people. Lord, show me how to deal
with them.” Sometimes simply asking will not be adequate. We must seek and
even knock. This indicates that contacting people is a serious matter. Never
think that it is an insignificant thing. We, the kingdom people, must approach it
seriously, never doing it in a light or loose way or merely according to our feeling.
Rather, we must do so by taking care of others. We must ask for a way, seek after
a way, and even knock at the heavenly door for a way. Thus, we must ask, seek,
and knock; then we shall have the proper way to contact people. (Life-study of
Matthew, pp. 288-291)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 23
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 7:11 If you then being evil know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in the heavens give
good things to those who ask Him!

Luke 11:13 If you then being evil know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the Father who is from heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!

In Matthew 7, the proper way to contact people is according to the principle
of the kingdom. In verse 11, after using the examples of a son asking for a loaf
and a fish in verses 9 and 10, the Lord said, “If you then being evil know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in the
heavens give good things to those who ask Him!” Because Matthew is a book
on the kingdom, no doubt the “good things” in verse 11 are the things of the
kingdom. However, Luke 11:13, the sister verse of Matthew 7:11, says, “If you
then being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will the Father who is from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”
In Luke 11:13 the “good things” are changed to “the Holy Spirit.” If we put these
two verses together, we see that the best way for the kingdom people to contact
others is according to the kingdom and according to the Holy Spirit....As we
deal with others, we must ask, seek, and knock. Eventually, we shall receive the
guidance to deal with people according to the kingdom and according to the
Spirit. Thus, the controlling principle for our contact with others is the kingdom
and the Spirit. If our contact with others is based upon this principle, we shall not
make mistakes...[and not make contacts that are] not profitable to anyone. (Life-
study of Matthew, p. 291)

Today’s Reading
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We all must learn to take care of others and to pray, “Lord, show me the way.”
First you need to ask. If the way does not open up, then you must seek. If the way
still does not open up, then you must knock. To knock means to come close to the
One whom you are seeking. When you ask, there may still be a distance, but when
you knock, there is no distance. Rather, you are directly in front of the One you
are seeking. Thus, you need to spend time to seek the Lord. In contacting others,
we need the asking, the seeking, and the knocking. Then the door will be opened,
a straight way will be given to contact people, our contact will be profitable, and
we shall be saved from making mistakes. We shall also know to beware of the
dogs and the hogs. This is the significance of the insertion of verses 7 through 11
between verses 6 and 12 in Matthew 7.

We need to add a further word about asking, seeking, and knocking. To ask is
to pray in a common way, to seek is to supplicate in a specific way, and to knock is
to reach the door in the closest way. The matter of asking and receiving in verse
8 is good for the kingdom people’s prayer concerning their keeping of the new
law of the kingdom. They ask for it and they will receive it. The matter of seeking
and finding is good for 6:33. The kingdom people seek the Father’s kingdom and
His righteousness and will find them. The matter of knocking and having the door
opened is good for 7:14. The narrow gate will open to the kingdom people by their
knocking. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 292-293)

Concerning the spiritual and divine things for the church, we must keep in
mind four crucial points. First, we must go through the cross. Our native flavor
should be crossed out by Christ. Both the Americans and the Chinese should be
crossed out. In the church there is room for no natural person, but Christ is all
and in all (Col. 3:11). On the cross both the Jews and the Gentiles were crossed
out. Second, everything should be by the Spirit. Third, this is to dispense Christ
to others. Fourth, everything is for the building up of the church. In other words,
whatever we do should be through the cross and by the Spirit to dispense Christ to
others for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 4, “The Divine and Mystical Realm,” p. 157)

Further Reading: Life-study of Luke, msg. 27; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “The
Divine and Mystical Realm,” ch. 6
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 18:3 ...Truly | say to you, Unless you turn and become like little
children, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

21-22 ...Peter...said to Him, Lord, how often shall my brother sin against
me and | forgive him? Up to seven times? Jesus said to him, | do not
say to you, Up to seven times, but, Up to seventy times seven.

Matthew 18 deals with the way we should live and act in the kingdom of the
heavens: (1) we should become like little children (vv. 2-4); (2) we should not
stumble others or set up any stumbling block (vv. 5-9); (3) we should not despise
even a little believer (vv. 10-14); (4) we should hear the church and not be
condemned by it (vv. 15-20); and (5) we should forgive a brother without limit (vv.
21-35). All this indicates that to enter into the kingdom of the heavens we must be
humble and not despise any believer, but love our brother and forgive our brother.
(Matt. 18:1, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

We all must learn to forgive others, something that none of us enjoys doing.
Deep within our heart, we do not want to forgive others.

According to the Bible, to forgive is to forget...How difficult it is to forget an
offense against us! Without the Lord’s mercy and grace, we would remember
others’ offenses even in eternity. But when God forgives, He forgets. Hebrews
10:17 says, “And their sins and their lawlessnesses I shall by no means remember
anymore.”..Our Father in heaven considers us as if we have never sinned, for He
has forgiven and forgotten our sins. But when we forgive an offense, we often
remind others of it....Genuine forgiveness means that we forget the offense.

[In Matthew 18:22] seventy times seven means that we must forgive others an
unlimited number of times. There is no need to count or keep a record of the number
of times you forgive others. Over and over and over, you need to forgive them.
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In verses 23 through 35 the Lord gives a parable as an illustration....The settling
of accounts...refers to the Lord’s dealing with us in this age...[to] cause us to realize
how much we owe the Lord and to beg Him to forgive us. According to verse 24,
one slave owed [a king] ten thousand talents, that is, about twelve million dollars.
It was impossible for the debtor to pay off this debt. This refers to the heavy debt
of our failures accumulated after we were saved.

After the slave begged the king to be patient with him until he repaid the
debt, “the master of that slave was moved with compassion and released him and
forgave him the loan” (v. 27). This refers to the forgiveness of our debts in our
defeated Christian life for the restoration of our fellowship with the Lord.

Verse 28 says, “But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii, and he took hold of him and began to choke him,
saying, Repay me what you owe."...The hundred denarii spoken of in this verse
is less than a millionth part of ten thousand talents. This refers to a brother’s
sin against us after we have been saved. How small is any brother’s debt to us
compared to our debt to the Lord!

Nevertheless, we may not be willing to forgive. [In] verses 29 and 30...the Lord
is dealing not with sinners, but with believers, with saved ones. He deals with a
brother who has been offended, yet who is not willing to forgive.

Verse 31 says, “His fellow slaves, seeing what had taken place, were greatly
grieved and came and explained fully to their master all that had taken place.” If
we do not forgive the brother who sins against us, it will grieve the other brothers,
and they may bring this matter to the Lord.

Verse 34...[indicates that] if we do not forgive the brother who sins against us,
we shall be disciplined by the Lord until we forgive him from the heart, that is,
until we have paid everything we owe,...[which] implies that if we do not forgive a
brother from our heart today, we shall not be allowed to enter into the kingdom in
the coming age. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 604, 616-618)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 51-52
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 4:7 “Blessed are they whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven, and
whose sins have been covered over.”

John 20:22-23 ...He breathed into them and said to them, Receive the
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose
sins you retain, they are retained.

According to Ephesians 4:32, we were forgiven by God in Christ. According
to John 20:23, the disciples have the authority to forgive: “Whose sins you
forgive, they are forgiven.” According to 1 John 1:9, if we confess our sins, He
will forgive us. According to Matthew 6:14-15, if we forgive others, God will
forgive us, and if we do not forgive, we will not be forgiven. According to James
5:15, if we have sinned and we ask the elders to come and pray for us, we will
be forgiven. By reading these five passages we note that they all speak of the
matter of forgiveness. They also speak of five different kinds of forgiveness, not
just one kind. (CWWN, vol. 46, p. 1277)

Today’s Reading

Let us call the forgiveness that comes with our salvation God’s eternal
forgiveness. This is the forgiveness spoken of by the Lord Jesus in Luke 24:47:
“That repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to
all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” This is eternal forgiveness. The
forgiveness spoken of in Romans 4:7 is eternal forgiveness as well.

This forgiveness is called eternal forgiveness because once God forgives
our sins, He forgives them eternally. God casts our sins into the depths of
the sea and the abyss. He no longer sees or remembers our sins. This is the
forgiveness we obtained at the time we were saved. The moment we believe
in the Lord Jesus, we are forgiven of all our sins; the Lord removes all of our
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sins, and we are left with no trace of sin before God. This is called eternal
forgiveness.

God often tells man directly, “I forgive you.” But often He declares His
forgiveness through the church: “God has forgiven your sins.” Therefore, the Bible
shows us another kind of forgiveness which we call instrumental forgiveness. John
20:22-23 says, “And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to
them, Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven them; and
whose sins you retain, they are retained.” In sending the Holy Spirit to His church,
the Lord charged the church to be His representative on earth. The church has
become His vessel. Forgiveness is now granted through the church. This is called
instrumental forgiveness....After the church receives the Holy Spirit, it has the
power to retain and forgive sins. The church can declare that the sins of certain
ones are retained, while the sins of others are forgiven. The church has such
authority because it is under the authority of the Holy Spirit....This is a kind of
indirect forgiveness. In this forgiveness God forgives men through the church; the
church acts as His channel.

If a person has truly believed, you may say to him, “You have accepted the
Lord today. You can thank Him because He has forgiven you of your sins!”...This is
an exercise of the authority that the church has received from the Lord....Such a
statement must be made under the authority of the Holy Spirit...This is the second
kind of forgiveness described in the Bible. In this forgiveness, God does not forgive
directly; He does it through the church. Eternal forgiveness is God’s direct forgiveness
of men. Instrumental forgiveness is God’s proclamation of forgiveness through man.
(CWWN, vol. 50, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (3),” pp. 667-669)

After we have become a Christian, we often fall. We know that we should not
and yet we do. The sins of the past have been forgiven and yet we sin again....If
we sin after we have been saved, we lose our communion with God. We are still
His sons, but we cannot look into His face....As a Christian we cannot lose our
life, but we can lose fellowship with God...The Word says that if we confess our
sins, we will be forgiven [1 John 1:9]...This forgiveness restores our fellowship.
(CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1278-1279)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 46, ch. 194
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<« WEEK 4 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 7:1-2 Do not judge, that you be not judged. For with what judgment
you judge, you shall be judged;...with what measure you measure, it
shall be measured to you.

There is another kind of forgiveness in the Bible which we call governmental
forgiveness....God’s government is His way of doing things; it is His administration.

When we sin against God, God will forgive us when we confess our sins to
Him. However, we cannot stop Him from using other methods to discipline us.
God will forgive us, and our fellowship with Him can be restored, but He may
change His way with us. A man must realize that God’s governmental hand is not
easily removed....God will remove His governmental hand only when He has full
assurance that His children are doing the right things.

..Governmental forgiveness is absolutely different from eternal forgiveness,
instrumental forgiveness, and forgiveness in fellowship. Governmental forgiveness
is related to the way God manages, rules over, and deals with us. (CWWN, vol. 50,
pp. 672-674)

Today’s Reading

To understand the significance of governmental forgiveness,...consider the
example of David...with Uriah’s wife. David committed two sins: adultery and
murder....David confessed his sins after his mistakes. He felt the shame, the
defilement, and the offense that he had committed against God....His fellowship
with God was restored after his confession in Psalm 51.

God had already put away David’s sins, but He would cause the son born to
Uriah’s wife to die and the sword not to depart from his house [2 Sam. 12:10-
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14]...In other words, sins may be forgiven but the discipline does not go away
immediately.

Our God is a God of government. He will not move His governmental hand
immediately away from those who have sinned against Him. Often, God does not do
anything; He lets us go. But as soon as He stretches forth His governmental hand,...the
only thing we can do is to learn to humble ourselves under His mighty hand. The
more we humble ourselves under His mighty hand and give up all resistance, the
easier it is for God to lift His governmental hand. The more we refuse to humble
ourselves, and the more angry, vocal, or indignant we become, the more difficult it is
for God to lift His governmental hand. After Moses smote the rock in Meribah (Num.
20:10-12), both he and Aaron fell under God’s governmental hand. (CWWN, vol. 50,
“Messages for Building Up New Believers (3),” pp. 677-680)

In being angry when God was not angry, Moses did not represent God rightly in
His holy nature, and in striking the rock twice, he did not keep God’s word in His
economy...Thus, Moses offended both God’s holy nature and His divine economy.
Because of this, even though he was intimate with God and may be considered a
companion of God (Exo. 33:11), Moses lost the right to enter the good land.

In all that we say and do concerning God’s people, our attitude must be
according to God’s holy nature, and our actions must be according to His divine
economy. This is to sanctify Him. (Num. 20:12, footnote 1)

Learn to be generous to others and learn always to forgive. If you keep complaining
about the conduct of others and continue to count the ill treatment you receive from
them, please bear in mind that this will bring you into God’s governmental hand....If
you are severe toward others, God will also be severe toward you.

You must learn to be kind, loving, and generous to your brothers. Give others
liberty in many things. Stop all idle talk and criticism. When others are in trouble,
it is the time for us to help them, not the time for us to criticize them.

There are many brothers who have fallen miserably today for one reason
only—they have criticized others too severely in the past. Many of their
weaknesses today are the very weaknesses they criticized in the past...We must
be generous toward others if we want to avoid God’s governmental hand! May we
learn to love and forbear one another. (CWWN, vol. 50, pp. 684-686)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 50, ch. 40
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

God’s Kingdom today is a real exercise

The Kingdom — As an Exercise and a Reward

947
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2. God’s children, we’re born to be kings with His Son,
And we need to be trained that we may overcome
And to know how to rule in His kingdom as kings,
That His kingship thru us be expressed o’er all things.

3. Today we must learn to submit to His throne,
How to have a strict life and His government own;
His authority then we’ll be able to share,

O’er the nations to rule with God’s Son as the heir.

4, With a life strict to self we must righteousness hold,
Kind to others in peace, and with God joyful, bold;
In the Kingdom’s reality €’er to remain,

For its manifestation prepared thus to reign.

5. Then Christ when He comes with the kingdom from God
Will to us grant His kingship to share as reward,;
Thus the Lord will His righteousness thru us maintain
And His wisdom to heavenly powers make plain.

6. For this the Apostle pressed on at all cost,
For the Kingdom assured that he would not be lost;
"Tis for this he charged others, Be true to the Lord.
That the Kingdom might be unto them a reward.

7. O Lord, give us grace for Thy Kingdom to live,
To be trained that Thou may the reward to us give;
Make the Kingdom’s reality our exercise,
That its manifestation may be our great prize.
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JE 0 3 2 The Exercise of the Kingdom
AEBRNEE for the Building Up of the Church
% K+7516~18. 21 ~ 28 Scripture Reading: Matt. 16:16-18, 21-28
N = Outline
J&| — Day 1
T ORTATETEAE RN, LB 71X I Matthew 16 reveals the way to build up the church and
AT also reveals the enemy of the building:
— AH, FAWILT, 2EM4ATIELLE, A Christ, the Son of the living God, builds the church on Himself as the rock,
DRI HELTTRGOAABR, BT 25— with stones such as Peter, a transformed person—vv. 16-18.
16 ~18 F,
— Mg, AN LR E XA S, K& B.The gates of Hades, Satan's authority or power of darkness, attack the
B4, #EMzREZL—18 T, church to frustrate the Lord from building up the church—v. 18.

Z i12R#3R, L MBAIAFFANEF—21 C.Inorder to build the church, the Lord had to pass through death and enter

iE into resurrection—v. 21:
| BB EERENESEET AN 4T 24 - 1.The church was produced through Christ's death and resurrection—
John 12:24.
D BE AR JilEESENEE Sk El 2.The way to build up the church is to be crucified and resurrected—cf.
10~12>01=20 - 2 Cor. 4:10-12; Gal. 2:20.
3SMEAEEETEMEREEIERE 24 FEHE 3.The church exists and is built up only in the realm of resurrection
HEE Q121 ~ 220 ZFIU IS ~ 16 ¢ through crucifixion—Gen. 2:21-22; cf. Eph. 4:15-16.
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D.Peter, with a good heart, rebuked the Lord and tried to prevent the Lord
from going to Jerusalem to be crucified—Matt. 16:22:

1.It was not Peter but Satan who came out through one of the gates
of Hades, the gate of Peter's self, to try to frustrate the Lord from
building up the church—v. 23.

2.The self, the mind, and the soul-life are the main gates through which
Satan comes forth to attack and damage the church—vv. 23-26.

Day 2

II. The building up of the church depends on the shutting up of the
gates of Hades through the exercise of three keys—vv. 24-26:

A.We need to learn to exercise the key of denying the self—v. 24:

1.The flesh is the created body corrupted by sin, the nature of Satan
(Rom. 6:12, 14; 7:8, 11, 17, 20); the self is the created soul plus the
satanic mind, the mind of Satan.

2.When the mind, the thought, of Satan was injected into the human
soul, the human soul became the self, the embodiment of Satan—Gen.
3:1-6; Matt. 16:22-23:

a. Before Eve took the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
into her body, the thought, the mind, of Satan was injected into her soul.

b.After Eve's mind was poisoned by Satan's thought, her emotion was
aroused, and then her will was exercised to make a decision to eat of
the fruit of the tree of knowledge.

c. By this time every part of the soul—the mind, the emotion, and the
will—had been poisoned.

d.The self is the embodiment of the soul-life, which is expressed through
the mind; thus, the self, the soul-life, and the mind are three-in-one.

Int’l Training for Elders an d Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 5 - Outline- Page 2
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e.Behind these three is Satan, who manipulates the self in order to
damage the church—v. 23.

Day 3

3.The self is the soul declaring independence from God:

a. The Lord does not have regard for what we do; rather, He has regard
for our dependence on Him—7:21-23; cf. Josh. 9:14.

b.The enemy of the Body is the self; because the self is something
independent, the self is the greatest problem, the greatest frustration
and opposition, to the building up of the Body:

1) We should depend not only on God but also on the Body, on the
brothers and sisters—Exo. 17:11-13; Acts 9:25; 2 Cor. 11:33.

2) The Lord and the Body are one; hence, if we are dependent on the
Body, we are also dependent on the Lord, and if we are independent
of the Body, we are spontaneously independent of the Lord.

3) When we are dependent, the self is gone, and instead of the self, we
have the Lord's presence and are full of peace.

4) Only when the self-life has been utterly dealt with by the cross are we
able to touch the reality of the Body of Christ and come to know the Body.

Day 4
4.The following are some expressions of the self (see Hymns, #866,

stanzas 5 and 6):

a. With the self there are ambition, pride, and self-exaltation—Matt.
20:20-28; 1 Pet. 5:5; Rom. 12:3; Num. 12:1-10; 16:1-3; Phil. 2:3-4.

b.With the self there are self-righteousness, self-justification, and
exposing, criticizing, and condemning others—Matt. 9:10-13; Luke
18:9-14; 1 Pet. 4:8; John 3:17; 8:11; Luke 6:37; Matt. 7:1-5.
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c. With the self there are introspection and self-despising—S. S. 2:8-9; 1
Cor. 12:15-16.

d.When we are in the self, we can be offended by the church, the leading
ones, or the saints—Matt. 6:14-15; 18:21-35; Mark 11:25-26; Col.
3:13.

e. With the self there are disappointment and discouragement—cf. Rom.
8:28-29; 2 Cor. 4:1.

f. With the self there are self-love, self-preservation, self-seeking, and
self-pity—Matt. 13:5, 20-21.

g. With the self there are murmurings and reasonings—Exo. 16:1-9;
Phil. 2:14.

h.With the self there is natural affection (friendship) based on natural
taste and preference—Matt. 12:46-50; Phil. 2:2b; 1 Cor. 12:25.

i. With the self there are the matters of being opinionated and
dissenting—]John 11:21, 23-28, 39; Acts 15:35-39; cf. 1 Cor. 7:25, 40.

j. When we are in the self, we are individualistic and independent—16:12.

5.1f we exercise the key of denying the self to lock up the self, it is
impossible for us to be offended; blessed are those who are not
offended—cf. Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60:

a.If we can be offended, it is proof that we are full of self.

b.If my self has been locked up, I will not be offended no matter what
you do to me or how you treat me—Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60.

6.We need to learn to exercise the key of denying the self to lock up the
self in every situation:

a. Whether a situation is for us or against us, whether the brothers love
us or hate us, we must lock up the self—2 Cor. 12:15.

b.If the self is locked up, the church will be built up.
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Day 5

B.We need to learn to exercise the key of taking up the cross—Matt. 16:24:

1.To take up the cross simply means to take up the will of God; the
cross is God's will—26:39; John 18:11:

a. The Lord Jesus was not forced to go to the cross like a criminal; He
was willing to go because the cross was God's will—Matt. 26:39.

b.The Lord Jesus was willing to be crucified so that through His death, His
life might be released to produce and build up the church—John 12:24.

c. The cross was a great suffering to the Lord, but He cared not for the
suffering but for the fulfillment of God's purpose—Heb. 12:2; Col. 1:24.

2.Let him...take up his cross (Matt. 16:24) means that we are not forced
to bear the cross but that we willingly take it up:

a. Our husband, wife, and children are God's will and are therefore our
Cross.

b.The one church is God's will, and every brother and sister in the
church is God's will; thus, to bear the cross is to bear the church and
to bear all the saints so that we would have the genuine oneness—
John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3, 13; 1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 2:2.

3.We need not only to take up our cross but also to carry our cross, that
is, to remain on the cross, keeping our old man under the termination
of the cross day by day—Luke 14:27; Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10; 1
Cor. 15:31:

a. We have received the divine life through the Lord's crucifixion; now,
in order to be built up in this life, we need to willingly and happily
take up the cross.

b.We should not care for our taste, feeling, or consciousness; rather,
we should care only for God's will, which is that we would have the
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genuine oneness—John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3, 13; 1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 2:2.
Day 6

C. We need to learn to exercise the key of losing the soul-life—Matt. 16:25:

1.To save the soul-life is to please the self by allowing the soul to have
its enjoyment; to lose the soul-life is to lose the enjoyment of the soul:

a. God created man as a soul (Gen. 2:7) with the need for enjoyment.

b.Receiving God into man's spirit and expressing God through the soul
should be man's joy and amusement—cf. Neh. 8:10; Rom. 14:17.

c. The Lord Jesus lost the enjoyment of His soul in this age so that He
might find His soul-life in the coming age (John 10:11; Isa. 53:12); we
must do the same (John 12:24-26).

d.If we save our soul-life in this age, we will lose it in the coming age,
but if we lose our soul-life in this age, we will find it in the coming
age—Matt. 16:25.

e.We need to love the Lord Jesus and to hate and deny our soul-life, not
loving our soul-life even unto death—1 Cor. 16:22; 2:9; Luke 14:26;
9:23; Rev. 12:11.

2.1f we are willing to lose all our present soulish enjoyment for the
Lord's sake, for the sake of the church, and for the sake of all the
saints, others will be nourished by us and will be built up through us;
this is not a suffering but a joy—Heb. 12:2.

3.The kingdom reward of sharing the King's joy in ruling over the earth
in the manifestation of the kingdom depends upon whether we save
our soul-life in this age or lose it—Matt. 16:25-28; 25:21, 23.
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<« WEEK S —DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised.

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

The “Me” in [Matthew 16:24] means a great deal. This “Me” is the pattern, the
pathway. Furthermore, this “Me” is the crucified and resurrected “Me.” If we are
not crucified and resurrected, there can be no church. The church comes into
existence through the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. Not only our self,
which is defiled, but even the Lord’s pure, sinless self had to be denied. If the Lord
had not denied Himself and gone to the cross, He could not have been resurrected,
and there would have been no church. We must follow after Him. This means that
we must deny ourselves as He did and must allow ourselves to be crucified as He
did. Without this, it is impossible for the church to be built up. Whenever we sense
that we are feeding the self-life of another, we must say, “Lord, I will follow You. I
will stop having so much contact with this brother” If you do this, the building of
the church will proceed. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for
the Building of the Church,” pp. 74-75)

Today’s Reading

How can the church be built up in a practical way? The answer is found in
Matthew 16:21 through 26. According to biblical terms, the way to build up the
church is to be crucified and resurrected. Unless Christ had been crucified and
resurrected, He could not build up the church. The church came into existence
through His death and resurrection. Verse 21...indicates that the way to build up
the church is through death and resurrection. On the mount the Lord Jesus was

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 5 Morning Revival - Page 1



T, ExxMEAVEELHB. FFAME
B, BEXZTHET V. REEZ-—MHEABRK.
EEIMETE, BEANT BRUVENTE. 82
TREETAAKAESERBEARNA T L, RAfF
ETEMRENTEN. RERNERRNTEN,
KEARHAEFE, BRI E LTS LK.

ZH W, AR E -, TR,
£, MEKE, LELLSEER. 7 KEFQ
WEFE, MEZERM - (X—) BIEHTT
Z Bo

—+=F, “AAEIE R, AR, #HE,
BREEFBEE! " REAE_TWEE_TILY, =X
MW, “ERAAEZRNARKR, RLYEIAD, ¥
R+ 78, FENK. FAIAYLERECHES
B, RELXBEG; LARELEORESH, X
BEREG, " MBIV, T TEEEMHEE,
ERAANERNE, REEZUE B REE, A
A EIND, FRMANTFE, FRMAE,

+AFHE T, TATHINAR, EwE A4
RITRARR, BRNFEE-_+—ZE2_+-F. #HE
MIFEITHE R, F—H|TEC. XEEEW, &RAT
O AHE W —E]], #MENAZTHK, £ FH]
AL, WA B REN TR, TR RN
WNEFREL, CAEMEERNEF—H]]T,. BT X
A, —+—F_F T HHEICEH, XHEL
EEEH XN B, T. #0082 #HEF DL
Wk EEWT. &2 00E, BMENRBEOEEE,
HAMRBACREEM—EERITW]] (22 XE
—HNENEE—H, LEFH~. \NOENELT) ,

S BABEEGELE, FEOTN\RE.

O hFEFEMRKERASEERIG-ESREMES -2 1

transfigured. This transfiguration, however, was temporary. Through death and
resurrection Christ was permanently transfigured. Resurrection is a form of trans-
figuration. Through death and resurrection Christ has entered into a realm of
transfiguration. The church...cannot exist in the natural life or with fleshly people.
It can exist only in a realm of transfiguration. As long as we are in a natural realm
or in a fleshly condition, we are through with the church.

Verse 22 says, “Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, God be
merciful to You, Lord! This shall by no means happen to You!” With a good heart
Peter was telling the Lord that God should be merciful to Him....[In this verse] the
self is emphasized.

Verse 23 says, “But He turned and said to Peter, Get behind Me, Satan!” Then in
verses 24 and 25 the Lord said to His disciples, “If anyone wants to come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to
save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for My sake shall find
it” According to these verses, the Lord is the pattern and the pathway. If anyone
desires to come after Him, that is, take Him as the pattern and the pathway, he
must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Him.

Matthew 16:18 speaks of the gates and verse 19 of the keys. In order to know
what the gates and the keys are, we [again] need to consider verses 21 through 26.
Satan comes out through the gates. The first gate is the self. This means that we
ourselves are one of the gates of Hades through which Satan comes out. Satan may
come out through the gate of self even when we have a good heart. Whether our
heart is good or evil, self is the first gate through which Satan comes out. In addition
to the self, verses 21 through 26 also speak of the mind and the soul, both of which
are also gates through which Satan comes out. Thus, the self, the soul, and the mind
are the main gates through which Satan comes forth. Many times Satan has come out
through your mind because your mind has been an open gate for him. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 79, 70-71)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 48
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« WEEK 5 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:23-25 But He turned and said to Peter, Get behind Me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to Me, for you are not setting your mind
on the things of God, but on the things of men. Then Jesus said to
His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his

soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for My sake shall
find it.

Throughout history the church has not been damaged mainly by Judaism or
Gnosticism; it has been damaged mainly by the self. Martin Luther once said that
although he was afraid of the pope, he was more afraid of the stronger pope, the
self, within his own heart. Nothing damages and frustrates the building up of the
church more than the self. Self is the embodiment of the soul, which is expressed
through the mind. Thus the self, the soul, and the mind are three-in-one. Behind
these three is Satan, who manipulates the self in order to damage the church life.
We all need to heed this word for ourselves. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of
the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” p. 71)

Today’s Reading

We need to receive the mercy of the Lord to regard all the saints as our
brothers and sisters but none as our friends. For the Lord’s building in the church
life, everything natural must be extracted. There should be no natural affection,
relationship, or feeling. Rather, we all must be fearful of natural affection and shun
it. Whenever a brother loves me in a naturally affectionate way, I am frightened.
That is the time for me to exercise the key to deny the self. I will lock myself and
avoid that brother’s affection. Whenever you discover that you are feeding a
brother’s self and that he is feeding yours, you must use the key to lock the gate
of the self. If you do not lock up the self, Satan will come out through the door of
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the self. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the
Church,” p. 73)

In Genesis 3:1b [Satan] asked the woman, “Did God really say, You shall not
eat of any tree of the garden?” This was a question put into Eve’s mind, and this
question stirred up her doubting mind. This is a strong point that we have to
stress. Satan would always approach people by touching their doubting mind.
Here Satan questioned something concerning God, and this questioning, no doubt,
aroused the mind of Eve.

After Satan came to touch the female mind, he caused the human mind to doubt
God’s word (v. 4)...This means that the poison of the serpent got into her mind,
because the word of Satan got into her. When the word gets in, the person gets in.
Thus, the human mind was poisoned, contaminated.

Satan also stirred up the human emotion to dislike God. This is proved by verse
5, where Satan said to Eve, “God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will become like God, knowing good and evil” This word was
a word of evil, stirring up Eve’s emotion to dislike God. Eve probably felt that God
had kept some good thing from her. This is the subtlety of the enemy to poison the
human emotion.

Satan seduced the human will to choose the tree of knowledge. After Satan’s
word in verse 5, verse 6 says, “When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to
make oneself wise, she took of its fruit and ate.” This is the seducing of the human
will to make a decision to partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

At this point, Satan had contaminated the entire human soul: the mind, the
emotion, and the will. The mind was poisoned, the emotion was poisoned, and the
will was poisoned; thus, the entire soul was contaminated. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1,
“Basic Lessons on Life,” pp. 497-498)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” ch. 3; CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” Isn. 4
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 3 »
Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 12:20-21 But now the members are many, but the body one. And the
eye cannot say to the hand, | have no need of you; nor again the head to
the feet, | have no need of you.

The self is the soul being independent of God. Whenever the soul is not
dependent on God but is independent of Him, the soul immediately becomes the
self. This means that whenever we do something by ourselves without depending
on God, we are in the self. No matter what we are and no matter what we do, as
long as we are independent of God, we are in the self. God created man as a soul
to be always dependent on Him. Man is a soul (Gen. 2:7), and as a soul he should
depend on God for everything.

However, the soul has become the self. The self is simply the soul declaring
independence from God. If we have the vision of the self, we will see what the
self is—the soul declaring its independence from God. If we see this vision,
we will realize that we can no longer be independent of God. Then we will
say, “I must depend on God all the time. Whatever I do, I must depend on God.
Whatever [ am, | must depend on God.” (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly
Vision,” pp. 194-195)

Today’s Reading

Because the self is something independent, the self is the greatest problem
to the building up of the Body. We should be dependent not only on God but also
on the Body, on the brothers and sisters. Whenever we are independent of the
brothers and sisters, we are in the self, in the independent soul. For us today, being
independent of the Body is equal to being independent of God. This is a matter not
of doctrine but of experience. If you check with your experience, you will realize
that when you were independent of the brothers and sisters, you had the sense
that you were also independent of God. Likewise, when you were isolated from the
brothers and sisters, you had the sense that you were also isolated from God.
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In order to be dependent on the Lord, we must be dependent on the Body. If we
are dependent on the Body, then we will also be dependent on the Lord. You may
wonder why you do not have a deep sense of the Lord’s presence. You do not have
the Lord’s presence, because you are isolated from the Body, because you are not
properly related to the members of the Body. Endeavor to be built up and to be
right with the Body. If you are right with the Body and are built up in the Body, you
will surely sense the Lord’s presence.

The Lord Jesus does not have regard for what we do; rather, He has regard for
our dependence on Him. If we see this, we will pay attention not to what we do
but to whether or not we are dependent on the Lord. We need to ask ourselves:
Am I independent of the Lord or am I dependent on Him? If we are independent of
the Lord, we are in the self. If we are dependent on the Lord, we are spontaneously
dependent on the Body.

The Lord and the Body are one. If you are dependent on the Lord, you are
dependent on the Body. If you are dependent on the Body, you are dependent on
the Lord. If you are independent of the Body, you are spontaneously independent
of the Lord and are in the self, no matter how many good things you intend to do.
Furthermore, because you are in the self, you are incorporated with Satan. In this
corporation the self is the general manager, and Satan is the president.

Oh, how we need to see the vision of the self! If we see this vision, we will hate
our independence from the Lord and the Body. Then we will love the dependence
on the Body, on the brothers and sisters, and on the Lord.

The enemy of the Body is the self. The greatest problem, the greatest
frustration and opposition, to the Body is also the self. When we have the self, we
do not have the Body. When we have the Body, we do not have the self. In order for
the Body to be built up, the self, the independent soul, must be dealt with. The self
is the independent “I,” the independent “me.” When we are independent, we are
in the self, the Body is gone, and we do not have peace. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The
Heavenly Vision,” pp. 195-198)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Heavenly Vision,” chs. 3-4
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<« WEEK 5 —DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing...

Phil. 2:3 Doing nothing by way of selfish ambition nor by way of vainglory, but
in lowliness of mind considering one another more excellent than yourselves.

It is a very serious matter to be offended. Do not casually say, “I have been
offended in the church life. The elders and other leading ones have offended me.”
Although others may offend you, you will always be the first to suffer. On the one
hand, I condemn all the offenses; but on the other hand, I must say that there is
no excuse for your being offended. If we were not in ourselves, we could not be
offended. If | exercise the key of self-denial to lock up the self, it will be impossible
for me to be offended. The reason we are offended is that the self is so open
and prevailing. Through the open gate of the self, Satan comes forth, and we are
offended.

Whether the church is right or wrong, it is still the church. Although you may
be offended by something or someone in the church, do not make any excuses for
yourself. This frustrates the building up of the church. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The
Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” p. 72)

Today’s Reading

We may talk a great deal about the building. However, when certain things take
place to touch us, the self is open. Because we are open to Hades, something from
Hades—Satan—comes out. How we need to use the key of self-denial to lock the
self!...Blessed are those who are not offended.

There is no excuse for being offended. When the Lord Jesus comes and sets up
His judgment seat, He will tell us to settle our account with Him. He may ask us
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why we were offended in certain places. But if we make excuses for ourselves, the
Lord will not accept them. The problem is not the offense—it is the self....If you
can be offended, it is a proof that you are full of self. If my self has been locked up, I
will not be offended no matter what you do to me or how you treat me.

[ am glad that in the churches we have the brothers’ houses and the sisters’
houses. But, through experience, we have realized that there are two kinds of
results from living in such a house. Some form natural friendships; others become
dissatisfied and disappointed...To be disappointed is a proof that you are in the
self...If the self is locked up, we shall have the building. If you exercise the key of
self-denial, others may be offended, but you will not be offended. Instead, you
will be built up because the self in you has been locked up. We all need to use the
prevailing key of self-denial to lock the self, the soul, and the mind. Otherwise, the
building up of the church will be frustrated. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of
the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 72-74)

It is very difficult not to have self-confidence. If we did not have self-confidence,
our will might be weak. But we have to realize that self-confidence is fleshly...When
we use the term self-righteousness, we do not mean self-justice. Someone who
is self-righteous always considers that he is right. We use self-righteousness in
the sense of someone thinking that he is never wrong but always right....Self-
justification is another characteristic of the flesh...The desire to convince others
that we are right, to vindicate ourselves, is also of the flesh....Self-exaltation is
another characteristic of the flesh. Thus, we can see that self-confidence, self-
righteousness, self-justification, self-vindication, and self-exaltation are all aspects
of the flesh...We must help the saints to realize that in the church service, we have
to condemn self-confidence, self-righteousness, self-justification, self-vindication,
and self-exaltation. There should be nothing of the self in the church service. When
we have these aspects of the self, we are absolutely fleshly, and the Spirit, the holy
anointing oil, has nothing to do with us. If we are so self-confident, self-righteous,
self-justifying, self-vindicating, and self-exalting, we lose the Spirit. (CWWL, 1979,
vol. 2, “Basic Lessons on Service,” p. 129)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” ch. 4
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<« WEEK 5 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:24 ...If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow Me.

26:39 ...He fell on His face and prayed, saying, My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as You will.

The cross is a matter of suffering. Crucifixion was the method used by the
Roman government to execute criminals. No doubt, to the criminal the cross was a
suffering because he did not choose to be crucified. On the contrary, he was forced
to be crucified. The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus, however, was altogether different.
He was not forced to suffer crucifixion; He chose it. This was His own preference.
He was not compelled to go to the cross; He was willing to do so because His
cross was God’s will. Hence, His crucifixion was for the fulfillment of God’s will.
The Lord was willing to take up the cross and be crucified for the fulfillment of
God’s purpose. In other words, Christ was not forced to die like a criminal. Rather,
He was willing to be crucified so that through death His life might be released to
produce the church.

When He was on the cross, the Lord suffered greatly. But that suffering was not
forced upon Him. He took it willingly. In Matthew 26:39 the Lord prayed to the
Father, “Not as [ will, but as You will.” At that same time He also prayed, “Your will
be done” (v. 42). The Lord was willing to take up the cross, to go to the cross, and
to remain on the cross until God’s will had been fulfilled. This is the significance
of the first mention of the cross in the Bible. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of
the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” p. 81)

Today’s Reading

We are not forced to bear the cross, but..we willingly take it up. Notice, [in
Matthew 16:24] the Lord Jesus did not say, “Let him deny himself and be crucified.”
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No, He said, “Let him...take up his cross.” We are not to be crucified, but we are to
pick up the cross. However, certain brothers have said, “I have been crucified by
my dear wife many times.” Such brothers are not cross-bearers; they are criminals
executed by their wives. If you say that your children are crucifying you, you are
not a cross-bearer but an executed criminal. Today most Christians are criminals
being executed; very few are cross-bearers. Let me ask you this question: Are
you a criminal or a cross-bearer? We all need to say, “Praise the Lord, [ am not a
criminal. I am one who is willing to bear the cross. I have not been crucified by
others; rather, I take up the cross and bear it.”

Suppose a brother’s wife causes him to suffer. Since no divorce is permitted,
he has two choices regarding her. He may either suffer with her like a criminal
being executed on the cross, or he may take her as God’s will and as his lot and
portion. He may say, “God has allotted her to me. It was not I who married her;
it was God who gave her to me. This is God’s will, God’s ordination. Hallelujah,
[ am willing and happy to bear the cross! [ am not a criminal but a happy cross-
bearer.” If we do this, the presence of the Lord will be with us, and we shall enjoy
the riches of life. Furthermore, we shall have a strong testimony of being built
into one.

If you make a selection among [the saints in] the churches, you are a wide
open gate for Satan to come out. Thus, you must use the second key—the taking
up of the cross. We need to say, “Lord, Your will is that there be one church in the
universe and one church in every city. Lord, Your will is also that [ be one with
all my brothers and sisters. As long as anyone is a believer, | must accept him
without choice or preference. My likes or dislikes do not mean anything.” This is
the unique way for us to be built together. Otherwise, our preferences and tastes
will constantly fluctuate. Today I may feel positively toward you, but tomorrow
I may feel negatively. Both in the church life and in married life there should be
no fluctuation. What can keep us stable and steadfast is the bearing of the cross.
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,”
pp. 81-83, 85-86)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” ch. 5
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« WEEK S5 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:25-26 For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but
whoever loses his soul-life for My sake shall find it. For what shall a
man be profited if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul-life?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul-life?

To save the soul is to allow the soul to have its enjoyment. Thus, the self is the
expression of the soul, and the soul itself is the enjoyment. To lose the soul means
to lose the enjoyment of the soul. With respect to the losing of the soul, the Lord
did not speak about suffering...If you have had some experience with this matter,
you will know that apparently the losing of the soul is a suffering, but actually it
is a real joy. If a sister loses her soul by forgiving her husband, that will be a joy
to her and to her family. It will issue in the building up of the proper family life.
The same is true in principle with the building of the church. To lose our soulish
enjoyment is a joy because as a result we see the building up of the church. If you
are willing to lose your soul in a practical way, others will be nourished by you and
built up through you. This is not a suffering; it is a joy. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The
Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the Church,” pp. 90, 94)

Today’s Reading

Hebrews 12:2 says that the Lord endured the cross because of the joy that
was set before Him....He went joyfully. His going to the cross was His losing of His
soul...He knew that through His death many grains would be brought forth (John
12:24).

All the amusements that people seek outside of God are for the satisfaction of
the soul. When they listen to music or enjoy certain sports, they are happy. Many
in Hong Kong like to play mah-jongg. To them, that is the best entertainment and
enjoyment...Anyone who has been regenerated in his spirit but still plays mah-
jongg will eventually lose his soul at the Lord’s coming....Such a Christian needs to
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lose his soul in the matter of playing mah-jongg. If he does not lose it now, he will
lose it when the Lord comes back. The Lord will say to him, “Because you saved
your soul so much, now you must lose it."...To save the soul is to preserve the soul
in its enjoyment.

When [God] came in the flesh, He was rejected. This present age, the age of
the church, is the age of the world’s rejection of Christ. Because Christ has been
rejected, at present He has no joy on this earth. As His followers, we share His
destiny. Our destiny as followers of the Lord Jesus is not to be welcomed by this
world; instead, it is to be rejected. Therefore, this age is not the time for us to
have enjoyment for our soul; it is the time for us to lose this enjoyment. When
the Lord Jesus comes back, that will be the time for Him to enjoy the earth. Satan
will be bound, Christ will recover the earth, and the entire earth will be under His
reign. At that time Christ will enjoy the earth, and all His followers will participate
in this enjoyment. This is the meaning of Matthew 25:21 and 23, both of which
say, “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over a few things; I will
set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.” This will take place
during the millennium when the Lord Jesus will reclaim the earth and enjoy it.
By repossessing the earth, the Lord will have enjoyment. Then He will ask His
followers, His partners, to enter into His joy. This will be the saving of our soul. In
order to have the enjoyment in the coming age, we need to pay the price in this
age by losing our soul. We need to say, “Lord, for Your sake I don’t want to have so
much pleasure or amusement.”

The Lord burdened one brother to give a certain amount of money to
another. But the enemy tempted him to lower the amount. When the brother
was enlightened to see the tactics of the enemy, he said, “Satan, if you speak to
me about this again, I'll give everything away. I am happy to have nothing in my
savings account.” To lose our pleasure at having a large savings account is to lose
our soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the Building of the
Church,” pp. 94, 104-105, 107)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for the
Building of the Church,” chs. 6-8
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

Through the Cross, O Lord, I pray

Fulness of the Spirit — By the Cross
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2. Christ, the Rock, must first be smitten,

That the living water flow;

Without death the Spirit’s fulness
Ne'er could dwell in man below.

If with Christ we die completely,
Willing thus our all to lose,

He will clothe us with His power
And to win the world will use.

3. First the altar, then the fire,
If no loss, there’ll be no gain;
If our all has not been offered,
To the throne we'll ne’er attain.
If to sacrifice we're willing,
All forsaking, God t’obey,
He to us will be committed
And thru us His pow’r display.

4, First we must prepare the vessels

That the Oil they may contain;

Dig the valley full of ditches
That they may be filled with Rain.

First we must go thru the Jordan
Ere anointed from above;

First in death we must be baptized,
Then experience the Dove.

ny price to pay, Full a - noint - ing to re -

5. When we see the ripened harvest
Of the golden countryside,
We may know that many seeds have
Fallen to the earth and died.
Ere the fruit of life may blossom,
We must surely suffer death;

If with Christ we've not been buried,
We'll not feel the Spirit’s breath.

6. Since it must be thus, I pray, Lord,
Help me go the narrow way;
Deal with pride and make me willing

Thus to suffer, Thee t'obey.

I for greater power pray not,
Deeper death is what [ need,
All the meaning of the Cross, Lord,
Work in me—for this I plead.
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Week Six

The Conflict of the Two Kingdoms and the Work
and Responsibility of the Church

Scripture Reading: Matt. 6:10; 12:26, 28-29; Eph. 6:10-12; Rev. 12:10; 11:15

QOutline

Day 1

I. In the universe there are two kingdoms—the kingdom of
God and the kingdom of Satan—Matt. 6:10, 33; 12:26, 28:
A.A kingdom is a totality of a certain life:

1.God has His life, out of which the kingdom of God comes into
existence—Eph. 4:18; Matt. 12:28.

2.Satan has his evil life, out of which the kingdom of Satan comes into
existence—]John 8:44; Matt. 12:26.

B.The two trees in Genesis 2:9, as signs of God and Satan, are two sources;
the outcome of the two sources becomes the two kingdoms—the kingdom
of God and the kingdom of Satan—Matt. 12:26, 28.

C. The entire human race is a kingdom not merely of the human life but even
more of the satanic life—13:38; John 8:44; Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:10:

1.Humanity has become the totality of the satanic life with all its
activities—5:19.
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2.The human kingdom has become the satanic kingdom, the kingdom of Satan.

D.Satan, the god of this age, is the ruler of the world and the ruler of the
authority of the air—John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2:

1.He has his authority and his angels, who are his subordinates as
rulers, authorities, and world-rulers of the darkness of this world—
Acts 26:18; Matt. 25:41; Eph. 6:12.

2.Satan has his kingdom, the authority of darkness—Col. 1:13.

E.There are two kingdoms on earth—the kingdom of darkness and the
kingdom of God in the light; these two kingdoms are now confronting
each other on earth—Acts 26:18.

Day 2

II. Because the Lord Jesus, the heavenly King, has come to
establish the kingdom of God among men on earth, the
two kingdoms are in conflict; a battle is raging, and there
is the need for us to fight the battle—Eph. 6:12:

A.Spiritual warfare is the warfare between the kingdom of God and the
kingdom of Satan—Matt. 12:26, 28:

1.The purpose of spiritual warfare is to bring in the kingdom of God—
Rev. 12:10.

2.The kingdom of God is the exercise of the divine will and the overthrowing
of the power of Satan by the power of God—Matt. 6:10; 12:28.

B.There are two great principles in the universe—God's authority and
Satan's rebellion; the unique controversy between God and Satan
concerns authority and rebellion—Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13:
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1.Rebellion is the denial of God's authority and the rejection of God's
rule—Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:2-19.

2.Although Satan rebelled against God's authority and although man violates
His authority by rebelling against Him, God will not let this rebellion
continue; He will establish His kingdom on the earth—Rev. 11:15.

3.The kingdom of God is the power to subdue rebellion—Mark 4:35-41.

4. The Lord Jesus, God incarnate, came to establish the kingdom of
God—to establish a realm in which God can carry out His purpose
through the exercise of His authority—]John 1:1, 14; 3:3, 5; 18:36.

Day 3

C. The Lord cast out demons by the Spirit of God so that the kingdom of God
might come—Matt. 12:28:

1.As the Lord cast out demons, He was fighting, destroying Satan's kingdom,
and bringing in the kingdom of God—v. 28; Mark 3:23-28; Luke 9:1.

2.The Spirit of God is the power of the kingdom of God; where the Spirit
of God is in power, there the kingdom of God is, and the demons have
no ground—Matt. 12:28.

3.Where the Spirit of God exercises authority over opposition and
rebellion against God, that is the kingdom of God—v. 28.

D.Matthew 12 reveals that Satan is the strong man usurping the God-
created people and that in order to bring people out of the usurping hand
of the strong man, there is the need to bind him—v. 29:

1.Before the Lord Jesus cast out demons, He first bound the strong man;
this is the secret of spiritual fighting.

2.The “house” in Matthew 12:29 refers to the kingdom of Satan, and “his
goods” refers to the fallen people, who are under Satan, who are his
vessels, his instruments, and who are kept in his house for his use.
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3.This shows us that if we would establish the kingdom of God and take
fallen human beings out of Satan's kingdom, we must first bind the
strong man; the way to bind the strong man is to pray—Mark 9:25-29.

4.This is the fighting of the spiritual battle for establishing the kingdom
of God—2 Cor. 10:3-5.

Day 4

[1I. The work of the church is to bring in the kingdom of God;

the church bears the responsibility of bringing the kingdom
of God to the earth—Matt. 6:10; 12:22-29; Rev. 11:15; 12:10:

A.The church was brought into being for the purpose of bringing in the
kingdom—Matt. 16:18-19; 18:17-18; Rev. 1:6,9; 11:15:

1.The church's responsibility is to perpetuate Christ's victory and to
bring in God's kingdom—12:10; 11:15.

2.The work of the church on earth is to bring in the kingdom of God; all the
work of the church is governed by the principle of the kingdom of God.

3.The church is responsible for bringing heaven's will down to earth
and for carrying it out on earth—Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:50.

B.The church, which comes into being under the rule of heaven, by reason
of her submission to the heavenly rule, deals with God's enemy—16:18-19;
Eph. 6:10-18:
1.In order for the kingdom of the heavens to be established, there is the

need of spiritual fighting—Matt. 12:22-29.

2.The responsibility of the church is to continue the warfare that Christ
fought on earth; the church must continue the victorious work that
Christ has carried out against Satan—Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8b; Col. 2:15;
Psa. 149:5-9.
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Day 5
C. The church should pray to bring in the kingdom of God—Matt. 6:10:

1.The coming of the kingdom is not automatic; if there is no prayer, the
kingdom cannot come.

2.The prayer of the church is the most effective means of curbing
Satan—16:19; 18:18.

3.The church must be the outlet of heaven, allowing heaven's authority
to be expressed on earth—16:18-19; 18:18.

4.Genuine prayer is a joint labor with God to bring His kingdom to the
earth and to carry out His will on earth; hence, prayer is a spiritual
battle—6:10; 2 Cor. 10:4; Eph. 6:12.

Day 6
D.The church needs to utter prayers of warfare in order to bring in God's

kingdom and to drive out God's enemy:

1.Such prayer indicates that we are standing on God's side and are
opposed to God's enemy.

2.Fighting prayers drive away the power of darkness, bring in God's
authority, and enable God to have His will done on earth—Matt. 6:10.

3.Whether or not the kingdom of God can come to the earth and
God can rule on earth depends on whether or not we pray fighting
prayers, prayers of spiritual warfare—Psa. 144:5; Isa. 64:1.
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.

Eph. 6:12 For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.

It is of tremendous importance to realize that at the very beginning, there
were two trees—the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(Gen. 2:9). The tree of life signifies God, and the tree of knowledge signifies
Satan. Man took the tree of knowledge into him, meaning that Satan entered
into man. Satan, as sin personified, is now inside of man (Rom. 7:8, 11, 17, 20).
After coming into man, Satan began to saturate him, poison him, and take full
possession of him. Thus, man became corrupted and darkened. To be darkened
and corrupted by Satan means to be placed under the authority of Satan. Man
became a citizen in Satan’s kingdom, subject to the rule of Satan. Everyone born
of man is likewise a citizen in Satan’s kingdom. Every human being is subject to
Satan by birth. Therefore, men steal, fight, and Kill. This is the kingdom of Satan.
This is the totality of the satanic life with all its activities. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2,
“The Kingdom,” p. 67)

Today’s Reading

One day Jehovah-plus came. God was incarnated as a man. God’s desire is to
come into man. When we call on the name of the Lord Jesus, He comes into us
as life. From that point on, God grows within us...The more God grows, the more
He spreads, and the more ground He occupies within us. The more ground He
occupies, the more He reigns. The kingdom is God’s divine reign in us through the
inward growth of life. The kingdom of God is God being life to us, spreading in us,
occupying the ground in us, and reigning over our whole being.
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There are two kingdoms, and there are two spirits. John 4:24 shows that God is
Spirit, and Ephesians 2:2 reveals that Satan, the ruler of the authority of the air, is
also a spirit. This evil spirit is operating in every human being.

Matthew 12:26 indicates that Satan has a kingdom, and John 12:31 describes
Satan as the ruler of this world. Satan is not only the operator; he is the ruler. He
rules the whole earth, and he has many subordinates, many ranks, under him,
which Ephesians 6:12 describes as rulers and authorities....He is the ruler of this
world, and he is also the ruler of the authority of the air. On the earth there is
the human race, and in the air there are the rebellious angelic powers. Satan’s
kingdom is composed of the fallen human race and the rebellious angels. On the
earth, the members of the fallen human race are the citizens of the kingdom of
Satan; in the air, the rebellious angelic powers and principalities rule this earth for
Satan. He is the ruler of the authority of the air. Satan, as the evil spirit, has come
into every human being. He operates in every human being without exception. By
being such an operator, he has produced a kingdom. Satan now dwells in man’s
body.

Satan takes the human body as his dwelling place, but the Lord Jesus takes
the human spirit as His dwelling place. God in His sovereignty has preserved the
human spirit for Himself. Although the human spirit has been influenced by the
evil body and the corrupt mentality to the point that it has been deadened, we can
find no hint in the Bible that Satan has ever entered into the human spirit. When
we repent and believe in the Lord Jesus, He immediately comes into our spirit.
The enemy tries his best to hide this matter of the human spirit from Christians.
The Bible tells us clearly that the Lord Jesus Christ is with our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22).
From our spirit He is growing and spreading within us, taking possession of more
ground in our being. By occupying more ground within us, He actually reigns
within us. This is the inward reigning of the Lord Jesus. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” pp. 67-69)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” chs. 8-9; Life-study of
Job, msg. 37; CWWL, 1959, vol. 3, “Ten Lines in the Bible,” chs. 6, 10
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 2 »
Morning Nourishment

Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and
from the authority of Satan to God...

Col. 1:13 Who delivered us out of the authority of darkness and transferred
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.

Have you ever realized how much the universe was affected by the fall of the
angels and man and how big a problem this made for God? God desired that His
creatures would accept His authority; however, both kinds of creatures rejected
His authority. God was unable to establish His authority over the creatures.
Nevertheless, God did not call back His authority. God can call back His presence,
but He will never call back His system of authority. Wherever God’s authority is,
God is given a position of prominence. On the one hand, God maintains His system
of authority, and on the other hand, He establishes His kingdom. Although Satan
rebelled against God’s authority, and although man daily violates His authority by
rebelling against Him, God will not let this rebellion continue. He will establish
His own kingdom. The Bible calls the kingdom of God the kingdom of the heavens
because rebellion is not limited to just the world (Matt. 4:17; Mark 1:15). The
angels in the heavens rebelled as well.

How did the Lord establish God’s kingdom? He did it through submission.
Whatever the Lord did on earth was entirely based on submission. He did
nothing that opposed God’s authority. Everything was in submission, in perfect
cooperation with the authority of God. In this realm the Lord set up the kingdom of
God and executed His authority. The church today must also allow God’s authority
to have a free way and manifest His kingdom through submission. (CWWN, vol. 47,
“Authority and Submission,” pp. 147-148)

Today’s Reading
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God determined to become a man; He became a man in the Son. This is a
great matter. God became a man in the Son and entrusted all His authority to
the Son. Therefore, all of God’s glory is in the Son. We can say that the Son is the
embodiment of God’s authority. When the Lord Jesus stood as a man among the
Jews and was questioned by some of them as to when the kingdom of God was
coming, He answered, “The kingdom of God is in the midst of you” (Luke 17:20-
21).

When the Lord Jesus spoke this word, He meant that He Himself was the kingdom
of God—His being in the midst of the Jews was God’s kingdom being in their midst.
He did not want the Jews to think that the kingdom of God was “here” or “there”;
actually, the kingdom of God was in their midst (v. 21). He Himself was the kingdom
of God. All of God’s authority was with Him, and God’s throne also was with Him.

When we believed in the Lord, we received the Lord Jesus as our Savior and
prayed, “Lord, I receive You into my being.” However, we did not know that the
Lord whom we received is not only the Savior and the One who is life but also
the King. He is the kingdom, and He is the authority...Today God’s kingdom is
not only outside of us but also within us. This kingdom is Christ, our Savior,
who is the authority in us, having set up His throne in us and been enthroned
in us.

As the Lord’s disciples, we...must be clear that the Lord’s primary focus
is not that we would do good but that by being saved we would be brought
under His authority and ruling. In the past our doing evil was rebellion toward
Him, but our doing good also was rebellion toward Him, because we did not
acknowledge His authority. Now because we repent and submit to Him, we
should not take good or evil or morality as our standard. Instead, we should
live under His ruling and government. If He forbids us, we should refrain from
doing not only evil things but even good things. We must be restricted by
Him and accept His ruling. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the
Believers,” pp. 427-428,470-471)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 47, “Authority and Submission,” ch. 6; CWWL,
1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” chs. 3, 6-7
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 12:28-29 But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the
kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can anyone enter into the
house of the strong man and plunder his goods unless he first binds the
strong man? And then he will thoroughly plunder his house.

The Spirit of God is the power of the kingdom of God. Where the Spirit of God
is in power, there the kingdom of God is, and there the demons have no ground. By
the Lord’s word [in Matthew 12:28], we see that the battle fought for the kingdom
is not fought by just a man himself, but by a man with the Spirit of God. In verse
28 the Lord said that He cast out demons by the Spirit of God and that this is the
coming of the kingdom of God. Wherever the Spirit of God exercises His authority
over the opposing situation, that is the kingdom of God. (Life-study of Matthew,
pp. 410-411)

Today’s Reading

[Matthew 12:29] reveals that before the Lord cast out the demon, He firstly
fought against Satan. This verse says, “Or how can anyone enter into the house of the
strong man and plunder his goods unless he first binds the strong man? And then he
will thoroughly plunder his house.” The “house” here signifies the kingdom of Satan,
and “the strong man” is Satan, the evil one. The Greek word translated “goods” also
means “instruments, apparatus;” hence, “goods, stuff.” The fallen people under Satan
are his vessels, his instruments for his use. They are his goods kept in his house,
his kingdom. The word about binding the strong man indicates that when the Lord
cast out demons, He first bound Satan. The people saw only the casting out of the
demon. They did not see the binding of Satan, the strong man. Thus, the Lord used
the opportunity afforded Him by the accusation of the Pharisees to reveal the secret
of spiritual fighting. Apparently, the Lord was only casting out the demon; actually,
He was fighting, binding the strong man. This shows us that if we would build the
kingdom today, we must first bind the strong man.
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The way to bind the strong man is to pray. When we come to chapter 17, we
shall see that the disciples came to the Lord and asked Him why He could cast
out the demon and they could not. In 17:21 the Lord told His disciples, “This
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” If you do not pray and fast,
you simply cannot cast out this kind of demon. The Lord’s word to His disciples
indicates that before He cast out a demon, He surely fasted and prayed. In order
to bind the strong man, we must fast and pray. The Lord fasted and prayed
secretly. The disciples did not see this. We must learn of the Lord to fast in secret
and to pray in secret. [ believe that when the Lord Jesus was on earth, He often
fasted and prayed to fight the battle and to bind the strong man. We all must be in
the same spirit today. Every day our spirit must be a fasting spirit and a praying
spirit so that we may daily bind the strong man, who is Satan, the king of the
kingdom of darkness.

Satan has a kingdom of darkness on earth, and the whole earth is under his
usurpation. It is difficult to take one out of Satan’s hand. Every fallen person is a
vessel in Satan’s house. Satan’s house is his kingdom, and in his house are many
vessels, the many fallen persons. In order to take a fallen person out of Satan’s
house, we must bind the strong man by prayer and fasting. This is the fighting of
the spiritual battle for the establishment of the kingdom of the heavens.

There are two kingdoms on earth: one is the kingdom of darkness, and the
other is the kingdom of the heavens in the light. These two kingdoms are now
confronting each other on earth. Therefore, there is the need to fight the battle. We
all must fast and pray to bind the strong man. Then we shall be able to plunder his
house. This is a real revelation. Not many Christians have read Matthew 12 in this
way because they do not see the kingdom. To them, the kingdom is either simply
a doctrinal term or something suspended for a future time. But we realize that
all that the Lord is doing with us today is for the establishment of the heavenly
kingdom. We are the kingdom people. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 411-413)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 33
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 4 »
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 11:15 ...The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

12:10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, Now has come the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority
of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has been cast down, who
accuses them before our God day and night.

The work of the church on earth is to bring in the kingdom of God. All the work
of the church is governed by the principle of the kingdom of God. The saving of
souls is under this principle, and so is the casting out of demons and all other
works as well. Everything should be under the principle of God’s kingdom. Why
should we win souls? For the sake of the kingdom of God—not just because man
needs salvation. We must stand on the position of the kingdom of God whenever
we work, and we must apply the kingdom of God to deal with the power of Satan.
(CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 63)

Today’s Reading

The Lord wants us to pray, “Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be
sanctified; Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth”
(Matt. 6:9-10). If the coming of the kingdom of God was automatic, the Lord would
never have taught us to pray in this way. But since the Lord asked us to pray in
this way, He simply showed us that this is the work of the church. Yes, the church
should preach the gospel, but much more, the church should pray to bring in the
kingdom of God. Some people think that whether or not we pray, the kingdom
of God will come automatically. But if we know God, we will never say this. The
principle of God’s work is to wait for His people to move. Then He will move.
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God needs man to cooperate with Him in His work. When God’s people move, He
will also move. Even the birth of the Lord Jesus was the result of the cooperation of
some of God’s people with Him. In Jerusalem there were some who were continually
looking for the consolation of Israel. This is why the Lord was born. Although the
purpose of God is to bring in His kingdom, His part alone is not sufficient. He needs
the church to work with Him. Through prayer, the church must release the power of
the kingdom of God upon the earth. When the Lord comes, the kingdom of the world
will become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ (Rev. 11:15).

Since the work of the church is to stand for God and not give any ground to
Satan, what manner of living should we have to accomplish this task? All our
sins and unrighteousness must be dealt with, our consecration to God must
be thorough, our soul-life must be put to death, and our natural man must be
abandoned. The ability of the flesh is absolutely useless in spiritual warfare. “I”
cannot resist Satan. “I” must go! Whenever “I” goes out, the Lord Jesus will come
in. Whenever “I” enters, there is failure. Whenever the Lord comes in, there is
victory. Satan recognizes only one person—the Lord Jesus. We cannot resist
Satan. The fiery darts of Satan can penetrate our flesh, but, praise God, we can
put on Christ who has won the victory. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,”
pp. 63-64)

The cross of Christ produced the church, and the church brings in the kingdom.
Hence, the church stands between the cross and the kingdom. The present age is
the time for the church to practically realize the victory of Christ. The Head has
overcome; now the Body must also overcome. The Lord destroyed the devil on the
cross and produced the church with resurrection life. Today God is establishing His
kingdom on earth through His church. The church must continue the victorious
work that Christ has carried out against Satan. It is responsible for bringing
heaven’s will down to earth and for carrying it out on earth. (CWWN, vol. 44, “God’s
Eternal Plan,” p. 778)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” ch. 3; CWWN, vol. 44,
“God’s Eternal Plan,” chs. 94-95
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 5 »
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:18-19 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever
you bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and
whatever you loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.

'"

“Your kingdom come!” This is not only a desire of the church, but also a
responsibility of the church. The church should bring in God’s kingdom. In order to
bring in God’s kingdom, the church has to pay the price to be restricted by heaven
and come under heaven’s rule. It has to be the outlet for heaven, and it has to allow
heaven’s authority to be expressed on earth....It has to put on the whole armor of
God and stand against the stratagems of the devil (Eph. 6:11), for wherever the
kingdom of God is, the devil is cast out. When the kingdom of God rules on earth
fully, Satan will be cast into the abyss (Rev. 20:1-3). Since the church has such a
tremendous responsibility, Satan will do all he can to attack the church. May the
church pray like the saints of old,...“Oh that You would rend the heavens, that You
would come down” (Isa. 64:1). At the same time, we should say to Satan, “Depart
from the earth immediately, and go to the eternal fire which God has prepared for
you” (cf. Matt. 25:41). (CWWN, vol. 22, “The Prayer Ministry of the Church,” pp.
164-165)

Today’s Reading

God has a very great will, and the miscellaneous matters of His will are
included in this great will. When we pay attention to God’s great will, all the
miscellaneous matters will be accomplished. God has His will in heaven, and His
Spirit conveys this will to us. Therefore, we can echo with the cry, “God, we ask
that You accomplish this.” When this happens, God accomplishes His will. This
is the principle of prayer as revealed in the Bible. God’s move today is affected

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 6 Morning Revival - Page 9
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by our prayer on earth. We have to ask God to open our eyes so that we can see
that the move in heaven is affected by our prayer on earth. Our Lord has revealed
this mystery to us which was hidden from the ages....If we are willing to make a
sacrifice and set aside the time to pray, we will see that this kind of prayer will not
only receive God’s answer but will also receive a reward.

God’s will is like a river, and our prayer is like the channel. If our prayer is
big, the accomplishment of our prayer will also be big. If our prayer is limited,
the accomplishment of our prayer will also be limited...God brought in a great
revival [in Wales in 1903-1904] through a coal miner, Evan Roberts. He did not
have much education, but his prayers were profound. Later he did not engage in
any public work for seven or eight years. When a brother met him, the brother
asked, “What have you been doing all these years?” He answered with one short
sentence, “I have been praying the prayer of the kingdom.”...If there is no prayer,
the kingdom will not come. If the channels are blocked, the water cannot flow
through. In teaching us to pray, the Lord revealed God’s mind and God’s demand
on us. Whenever God’s children place their will in harmony with God’s will, God’s
name will be sanctified, His kingdom will surely come, and His will will indeed be
done on earth as in heaven. (CWWN, vol. 22, “The Prayer Ministry of the Church,” p.
167)

In John 12—16 Satan is spoken of as the ruler of this world three times (12:31;
14:30; 16:11). Presently, he is the ruler of this world, and the nations of this world
are his domain. In the millennium, he will be bound and cast into the abyss. Before
that time, the church is on the earth to curb the activities of Satan. The prayer of
the church is the most effective means of curbing Satan. The church is a miniature
of the kingdom. Any place that manifests God’s authority is a place where the
kingdom is realized (Matt. 12:28). It is our responsibility to put a halt to Satan’s
will. Wherever the church is, Satan’s authority will retreat. The church is on the
earth to perpetuate and manifest Christ’s victorious stand over Satan. (CWWN, vol.
44, “God’s Eternal Plan,” p. 778)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 22, “The Prayer Ministry of the Church,” ch. 2
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<« WEEK 6 — DAY 6 »
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on
earth.

Psa. 144:5 O Jehovah, bow Your heavens down and descend...

May the Lord grant us mercy and show us that His prayer is for the unlimited
spread of the kingdom of God on the earth and in the whole universe. Of course,
in order to carry out such a plan of God, there is the need for God’s people to pray
sufficiently. The true prayers of God’s people are for His kingdom. You and I may
pray for numerous things, but unless the ultimate purpose is for God’s kingdom,
those prayers are of no value before God. We admit that in the Lord’s prayer
there is the matter of dealing with sins and the matter of the daily living, but its
beginning and ending are entirely for the kingdom of God. In the beginning it says,
“Your kingdom come; Your will be done...on earth.” At the end it says, “Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Therefore, this prayer shows that
He wants our prayer to be wholly for God’s kingdom. (CWWL, 1959, vol. 4, “Lessons
on Prayer;,” pp. 189-190)

Today’s Reading

God wants man to cooperate with Him; Satan also wants man to cooperate with
him. God wants to enter into man; Satan also wants to get into man. God wants to be
mingled with man; Satan also wants to be mixed with man....On the one hand, prayer
is man expressing to God that he wants God and that he is standing on God’s side. On
the other hand, it is man telling Satan that he is standing with God to oppose Satan.
Hence, the purpose of prayer is to bring in God’s kingdom and to drive Satan away.

True prayers for men’s souls are to deal with Satan and to bring in God’s
kingdom. When a person does not believe in the Lord Jesus, it is not just a matter
of his soul going to hell. Even more, it is a matter of Satan’s ruling over him. His
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going to hell is a matter bound up with the great matter of Satan’s ruling over him.
So, I need to pray for him in order to chase Satan away from him, to deliver him
from the power of darkness, and to bring God’s kingdom to him. True prayers will
always, on the one hand, bring God’s kingdom to man and, on the other hand, drive
away Satan’s power from man. Every time a sinner gets saved, it signifies a partial
defeat of Satan’s power and a partial coming of God’s kingdom. This is the prayer
of warfare.

Please consider: Is there a sinner who does not want to be saved? Is there a
saint who does not want to love the Lord? All sinners want to be saved, and all
saints desire to love the Lord. But because there is someone in the air who usurps
men and controls the men on earth, sinners are prevented from receiving the
gospel, and saints are hindered from seeking the Lord. So it is not enough that
we only preach the gospel and minister the Word. We must rise up and live in the
heavenly realm to touch the throne of God as Daniel did. We must pray to God that
God’s heavenly authority may be brought down to the earth. If this is done, you
will see that one by one sinners will be saved, and one by one saints will rise up to
seek and love the Lord, for here there are fighting prayers driving away the power
of darkness, bringing in God’s authority and, as a result, causing God to have His
will done on earth. They enable God to carry out His salvation and give grace to
His children according to His good pleasure.

So every praying person should be one who is in the heavenly realm, touching
God’s throne, and therefore, able to pour down prayers from heaven. As you
are above the earth, the air, and the power of darkness and are seated together
with Christ on the throne of God in the heavenlies, the prayers that you utter are
prayers of warfare. Having understood this point, you will turn the focus of your
attention from man to the devil. When a sinner fails to receive salvation, you
should pray, “O God, it is not that he would not repent, but it is the devil that is
usurping him. I pray that You cast out the devil from him.” (CWWL, 1959, vol. 4,
“Lessons on Prayer,” pp. 192, 196-197)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1959, vol. 4, “Lessons on Prayer,” ch. 18; CWWL, 1963,
vol. 3, “Basic Principles for the Practice of the Church Life,” ch. 6
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Conflict today is fierce

Spiritual Warfare — By the Lord’s Coming 893
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2. Trials more bitter grow,
The fighting doth enlarge;
Hell’s forces rally all their pow’rs
And gather for the charge.
Yet while we wait and watch
And feel the war severe,

5. Who then will choose God’s best,

And take the narrow track,

Though passing thru the wildest storms,
Yet never turning back?
Who now will dare press on,
Enduring pain and fear?

All such will then rejoice to see
Jesus, the Lord, is near!

We hear the joyful song ring out,
Jesus, the Lord, is near!

3. Tis harder at the end

The word to testify,

For Satan fights with all his pow’r
Our witness to defy.
Much greater strength we need
The foe to overcome;

How happy when the Lord we see
And all our sighing’s done!

6. Though deep the darkness be
We still would onward go,

Till we the day of rapture greet
And glory ’round shall glow.
"Tis there we’ll see the Lord,
And Satan overcome;

The overcomers will rejoice,
Jesus, the Lord, has come!

4. Who then will forward go

Strong in His mighty power?

Who then will firmly trust the Lord
Until the vict’ry hour;
Till with the conqu’rors blest,
The triumph song’s begun?

That man will then rejoice to hear,
Behold, I quickly come!
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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| BEURIEEEEGI—E - HET—2- 1.Virgins signify the believers viewed from the aspect of life—2 Cor.
11:2.

2EfEREENTR - HRIUEIVEL » 128N 2.Believers, who are the kingdom people, are like chaste virgins,
HARENEEIIE ) - FMUEFE H E 8 bearing the Lord's testimony (the lamp) in the dark age and going
F ok WATMUEEEZROIANE > WEEE out of the world to meet the Lord; for this they need not only the
STHY T indwelling but also the filling of the Holy Spirit.

3ITHRIEERENTE (1 27) > BHEIEEHNZIE 3.Lamps signify the spirit of the believers (Prov. 20:27), which contains
o (FN16) ¢ the Spirit of God as the oil (Rom. 8:16):

a EREMMMINRE BT A Rt HE a. The believers shine forth the light of the Spirit of God from within
BRI AN RS E5  HERIEA A their spirit; in order for the divine light to shine into man's inward
WAAETE CEARD) fENTERANSE (16) @ 3 parts, God's Spirit as the oil must soak (mingle with) man's spirit as
S5AZE—E B (+=11) - the wick (cf. v. 16) and “burn” together with man's spirit (12:11).

EfrEEZEEASFEETIIG (_O—NLEFEEF ) RMESHEF7ANE-F1 R Int’l Training for Elders an d Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 7 - Outline- Page 1



b RIIL - [EHEE T AT - 2R T IR A X RS Y
HEE (RA14~160 FEZ15~16) > HFEER
i [EHEE R

4 WEIHME L ZEMII0T - NEBMEFRER K
—f4:

a NENEMENSI (F2023~24) - ABY
MEEEMABEE ; JIL » R+ A ZEVUTTERY
‘SR BAEETEMEE

b AL BB E AR 10T A - tFes
HHEM ) [TEAEH Rl TE T EEH]
HRE (F/N916) ; BIMEFEMR  TALHA]
HH T REMAIAEE (S A= 250 K
+=17) -

¢c GR-HAEFESTEN L7 BHEEEMNRN X
SRR EE RO B R W e
FEIXWAT U REABENEEIRELES B
SKENXRN > B EZ G EE S E=
18 FRfE A 10 ¢

d BMNBUNEE > IEEZEEIR  fletdidiEs
S—EEIRGER > A4S B LSRNy — 5
MR FRBERAI2A K9 EF 2T -

’pl _—

—ZZMEXRTEmEE, FRANENRRE (GEAS
m) , EARMEAREEEXE S, FIHH®K
WOLAE, FEEXY, Ao TAEFGBEE—X
—AH9~10, B=18, TW6, 12~14, +A9:

| BATEEZ A —V) > WERITVIRBE SIS

ENME EAEN—K =37 BE= 8 (R4~

EfRERASTEBERIIG( CO—NFEF ) RMESF7ANE-E210

b.Thus, the believers become the light of the world and shine as a lamp
in the darkness of this age (Matt. 5:14-16; Phil. 2:15-16), bearing the
testimony of the Lord for the glorification of God.

4.The prudent virgins took oil in their vessels with their lamps—Matt.
25:4:

a.Man is a vessel made for God (Rom. 9:21, 23-24), and man's
personality is in his soul; hence, vessels in Matthew 25:4 signifies the
souls of the believers.

b.The five prudent virgins not only have oil in their lamps but also take
oil in their vessels; that they have oil in their lamps signifies that they
have the Spirit of God dwelling in their spirit (Rom. 8:9, 16), and that
they take oil in their vessels signifies that they have the Spirit of God
filling and saturating their souls (cf. 1 Pet. 2:25; Heb. 13:17).

c. The word buy in Matthew 25:9 indicates that a price must be paid;
having the filling of the Holy Spirit is at a cost, such as giving up the
world, dealing with self, loving the Lord above all, and counting all
things loss for Christ; if we do not pay this price today, we will have to
pay it after we are resurrected—cf. Rev. 3:18; 2 Cor. 5:10.

d.Our urgent need is to gain more of the Spirit as the consummation of
the processed Triune God, to live a life of buying an extra portion of
the Spirit to saturate our entire being—Matt. 25:9; cf. Dan. 5:27.

Day 2

B.Every day we need to be watchful by paying the price to buy the Spirit as

the golden oil so that we may supply the churches with the Spirit for the
testimony of Jesus and be rewarded by the Lord to participate in the marriage
dinner of the Lamb—Matt. 25:9-10; Rev. 3:18; Zech. 4:6, 12-14; Judg. 9:9:

1.We need to love the Lord above all, having our eyes opened to see His
supreme preciousness—Matt. 22:37; Phil. 3:8; 1 Pet. 2:4, 6-7; 1:19.
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2.We need to count all things as loss on account of Christ that we may
gain Him, be found in Him, and know Him—Phil. 3:7-10.

3.We need to enjoy the Lord in the Word every day early in the morning
to have a new start each day—Psa. 119:147-148.

4.We need to deal with sins thoroughly—1 John 1:7, 9.

5.We need to abide in the fellowship with the Lord daily and hourly—v.
6; 2 Cor. 13:14.

6.We need to redeem our time and spend our energy to be saturated
and soaked with God's holy Word—2 Tim. 3:16-17; Col. 3:16.

7.We need to be watchful, on the alert, for our prayer life, redeeming
our time to pray—Eph. 6:18; Dan. 6:10; Col. 4:2.

8.We need to redeem the time in these evil days to be filled in spirit
by speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs,
by giving thanks to the Lord at all times for all things, and by being
subject to one another in the fear of Christ—Eph. 5:14-21.

Day 3

9.We should not grieve the Holy Spirit of God by speaking corrupt,
rotten (noxious, offensive, or worthless) words; instead, we should
speak words of grace to give grace to those who hear—4:29-30.

10.We should not quench the Spirit; instead, we should always rejoice,
unceasingly pray, and in everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for us—1 Thes. 5:16-19.

11.We need to live, act, behave, do things, and have our being according
to the mingled spirit—Rom. 8:4; 1 Cor. 6:17.
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12.We need to be filled with the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ, as the supply of the Body of Christ, to live Christ for His
magnification—Phil. 1:19-21a; Psa. 133; 1 Thes. 5:25.

Day 4

II. For service, for work, we need the talent, the spiritual gift,
that we may be equipped as a good slave to accomplish
what the Lord intends to accomplish—Matt. 25:20-23; cf.
24:45-51:

A.“The kingdom of the heavens is just like a man about to go abroad, who
called his own slaves and delivered to them his possessions. To one
he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability. And he went abroad”—25:14-15:

1.Slaves signify believers viewed from the aspect of service—1 Cor.
7:22-23; 2 Pet. 1:1; Rom. 1:1.

2.His possessions signifies the church (Eph. 1:18) with all the believers,
who constitute God's household (Matt. 24:45).

3.Talents signify spiritual gifts (25:15-23; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet.
4:10; 2 Tim. 1:6-7); the filling of the Spirit in life enables us to use
the spiritual gift in service (work), and the spiritual gift in service
matches the filling of the Spirit in life, that we may be a perfect
member of Christ.

4.The joy of your master signifies the enjoyment of the Lord in the
coming kingdom as a reward for our faithful service to Him (Matt.
25:21, 23); this refers to inward satisfaction, not to outward position;
to participate in the Lord's joy is the greatest reward, better than the
glory and position in the coming kingdom.
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5.In this age we must use the Lord's gift to save people and to minister
His riches to them—v. 27.

Day 5

B.Our inward motive for serving the Lord is our love for Him—Exo. 21:5;
Rev. 2:4-5.

C. Our serving the Lord should always proceed out from Him as the source
of blessing, be through Him as the means and the power, and be unto Him
for His glory—Rom. 11:36; cf. Num. 18:1.

D.We need to serve the Lord with our whole being according to the counsel
of God by coordinating with the members of the Body—Rom. 12:1-2, 11;
Acts 13:36; 1 Cor. 12:14-22.

E.We need to use the Lord's gift to build up the church by serving others
with Christ and ministering Christ as grace to them—Matt. 25:27; 1 Pet.
4:10; Col. 1:7; 4:12:

1.We need to serve as laboring priests of the gospel of God, saving
sinners to offer them to God as acceptable sacrifices and eventually
present them full-grown in Christ—Rom. 15:16; 12:1; Col. 1:28.

2.We need to supply others with Christ as their spiritual food at the
proper time—Matt. 24:45:

a. We need to speak Christ to all kinds of people daily in season and out
of season—Acts 5:42; 8:4; 2 Tim. 4:2.

b.We need to desperately endeavor to build up a habit of speaking in
any meeting—1 Cor. 14:26, 4-5, 12, 31.

3.We need to care for people with the loving and forgiving heart of our Father
God and the shepherding and seeking spirit of our Savior Christ; love is the
most excellent way for us to be anything and to do anything for the building
up of the Body of Christ—John 21:15-17; 1 Cor. 12:31b; 13:4-8, 13.
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Day 6

4.We should not mistreat our fellow believers by criticizing, judging, or
exposing them; instead, we should admonish the disorderly, console
the fainthearted, the “little-souled,” sustain those who are weak in
spirit, soul, or body, or weak in the faith, and be long-suffering toward
all—Matt. 24:49; 1 Thes. 5:14.

5.Through our involvement in the world, we should not render the
Lord's gift useless, letting it lie waste under the cloak of certain
earthly excuses—Matt. 25:18-19.

F. Our work and labor for the Lord in the gospel are not by our natural
life and natural ability but by the Lord's resurrection life and power;
resurrection is the eternal principle in our service to God—Num. 17:8; 1
Cor. 15:10, 58; 16:10:

1.The life-giving Spirit is the reality of the Triune God, the reality of
resurrection, and the reality of the Body of Christ—John 16:13-15;
20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Eph. 4:4.

2.All those who know resurrection have given up hope in themselves;
they know that they cannot make it; everything that is of death
belongs to us, and everything that is of life belongs to the Lord—Num.
17:8; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; cf. Eccl. 9:4.

3.We must acknowledge that we are nothing, have nothing, and can
do nothing; we must come to the end of ourselves to be convinced of
our utter uselessness—Exo. 2:14-15; 3:14-15; Luke 22:32-33; 1 Pet.
5:5-6.

4.The resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit lives in us, enabling us
to do what we could never do in ourselves—1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 1:8-9,
12; 4:7-18.
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 1 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 25:1-4 At that time the kingdom of the heavens will be likened to ten
virgins, who took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were foolish and five were prudent. For the foolish,
when they took their lamps, did not take oil with them; but the prudent
took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

We have the Holy Spirit in our regenerated spirit, but there is a question as to
whether or not we have an extra portion of the Holy Spirit in our soul, saturating
our being. The problem was not with the lamps of the virgins. Even the lamps of the
five foolish virgins were burning. The fact that their lamps were “going out” (Matt.
25:8) proves that their lamps were lighted, having oil in them, but not having an
adequate supply. They did not have the extra portion of the oil in their vessels.

0Oil signifies the Spirit of God (Isa. 61:1; Heb. 1:9). Lamps signifies the spirit of
the believers (Prov. 20:27), which contains the Spirit of God as the oil (Rom. 8:16).
Proverbs 20:27 says that the spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah. Within the lamp,
our regenerated spirit, is the oil, the Holy Spirit. Man is a vessel made for God (Rom.
9:21, 23-24), and man'’s personality is in his soul. Hence, vessels here signifies the
soul of the believers. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” p. 501)

Today’s Reading

By reading the context of Matthew 25:1-13, we can see that to be watchful is
to be filled with the Holy Spirit. If we are not being filled all day long, we are not
being watchful. This is serious....As saved believers, we should be people who are
watching all the time by being filled with the Spirit. Every day our lamp is burning,
and every day our soul, our being, is filled with the extra portion of the Holy
Spirit. This Spirit is the saturating Spirit, which we need to allow to saturate our
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entire being from within our spirit to reach and even to penetrate our soul. Then
we are surely watchful persons, getting ourselves ready for His coming back. We
Christians have two kinds of statuses before the Lord—we are virgins in life, and
we are slaves for our service to the Lord. We must be watchful in life and faithful
in service to be ready at our Lord’s return.

If we do mean business with the Lord’s present-day move, we must be filled
with the Spirit every morning of every day. We need to confess our sins, but we
also need to pay the price. The Spirit who came into our spirit was given freely,
but the saturating Spirit to fill our entire being, especially our soul, is not free.
It is something that you have to pay the price for, that you have to buy. When we
as sinners repented and confessed our sins and believed in the Lord Jesus, we
immediately got regenerated, and the Spirit was given to us freely. But daily we
need His filling, His saturating, from our spirit to penetrate our soul. We need
to pay the price. We love ourselves so much, and we love to sleep so much in
the morning. Many of us love our beds more than the Lord. In our daily life we
may love a lot of things. Even though these things may not be sinful, yet they are
replacements of the Lord. We may not give our first love to Him but to many other
things. Now we have to drop all these other things, which means that we have to
pay the price to get ourselves ready.

No doubt, your lamp is burning because you have been saved, but is there an
extra portion of oil in your vessel, your soul, your being? Has your being been
saturated with the Spirit?...Are you living? Are you being filled? Are you watching
all day? Are you praying? Are you getting into His Word every day and remaining
in fellowship with Him? You may say that you are tired and that you do not have
the time, but you may have a lot of time to make phone calls and to gossip. Why
would you not spend ten minutes for prayer? You may talk on the telephone for
over an hour and yet not have five minutes for prayer. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The
Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 503, 505)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” ch. 7; Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 63-64

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 7 Morning Revival - Page 2



FXRE m F—
RXIRFE

o 18 “BFitE R E45E, FRARE, AXF
LAREE, H AR AR, 7

A 18 “INBEEIR, BRIBEANS, 7TE2AER IR
ke ”

16 “ZMEEI XM, BAHFHAE, 7

FRFRAMFELEFAWMMA . RNTFERS:
“E, REXNEROBEER M BELAL, HTERH
I, MEDARFREEEK. £, RFEZENAT
HIET, RHEF T ANR. RFER! KEFEZRN
R&E! RFEWRMEE! 7 RTEFRFRULRAWH
[ XS AT REXHEL? XETHINE, 85
RAMEN 2?7 BRINEAAHERIAR. RITEFHER

SF, BEARIBEAE. 5 FEMEH LY (5
FxLHAHZE, ——ZFE——WT)
EREE

AEFWEBIZETICERN. FMRK. &
ZEHHERAXTEHANFRAENL, £ TENRNKX
ETEFESGeTIL,; EEERWAEFIZ—MHX
THRATEMFE. RARTHFE, FEFEN. K
FRETHE L, MM, IR e L, HEE
EWHHEEEERFFLS L89 “H7 5 KRET
Hd. ML FRAEERENE, AWMXAELHNL
fr, FEREHEZRERNLT £ 0 F kAR,
mAEAZZERERNBELER £ Dk FH K
e 2 ERARKANNR ST E£gam, &

O hFEFEMRKERASEERIG-F 7R BEBMES -3 1

<« WEEK 7 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:18 ...Praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all
perseverance and petition concerning all the saints.

5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be
filled in spirit.

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Every morning we need a time to be with the Lord. We need to pray, “Lord,
I take You as my sin offering and trespass offering. [ am so thankful to You that
Your precious blood still washes me this morning. Lord, I need to be filled up with
Yourself, with the all-inclusive Spirit within and without. I need You! I need Your
saturation! I need Your soaking!” Could you not pray in this way every morning
for a short time? Have you been doing this? This is a serious matter....Are you
watching today? We do not have yesterday or tomorrow. We Christians have only
today. Every day is a today to us. Are you watching today? (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The
Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” p. 507)

Today’s Reading

The Christian life is not a matter of legalities concerning watching television,
reading the newspaper, going to sporting events, or indulging in worldly pleasures.
It is not a matter of merely whether or not something is scriptural. The Christian
life is a matter that concerns our buying of the oil. You may not pray, yet you will
watch television. You may not pray, yet you will read the newspaper. You may not
pray, yet you will play sports. There are a lot of “yets” in your daily life. You just do
not pray. You may not do anything sinful, but this parable of the virgins does not
indicate that the Lord will judge us according to how much sin we have committed
but according to how much oil we have in our vessel. To receive the Holy Spirit
into our spirit, our lamp, is free. But to have the Spirit saturating our soul is not
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free. If you are going to get the Holy Spirit to saturate your soul, you must pay the
price in dealing with your soul.

I have had to deal with my soul in many ways to buy the oil. When it seemed
like it was a good time for me to joke with a person and I joked with a few
sentences, I got condemned. [ am not a piece of marble but a living person. Every
living person has his opinion, but many times when I tried to express my opinion,
[ was stopped by the buying of the oil. Many times this view has affected my daily
living. Could I get more Spirit by exchanging words with my wife? Could I get more
Spirit by going to a certain place? I may want to go to a certain place, but I do not
have the peace within me. The point is this—every day should be a day for us to
pick up the oil in every way. We need to pray from the time that we wake up every
morning, “Lord, | do not like to do anything that is not under my being watchful,
that is not under my buying of the oil. I like to buy the oil at any time and in any
instance. Otherwise, that will be a waste of my time.” This should be our prayer
and even our prayerful attitude. Many nights I regretted that [ did not spend all my
time to be in the spirit.

In the New Testament watchfulness is wrapped up with prayer. Ephesians 6:18
tells us that we should be those watching unto prayer. We need to be watchful, on
the alert for our prayer life. Watching unto this in verse 18 refers to prayer and
petition. There is no other way to get the oil except by praying. If you do not pray,
it means that you do not pay the price to buy the oil. Through prayer we receive
more Spirit. Every time we pray, we have the deep sensation that some amount of
the Spirit has been gained by us in our prayer. To spend our time for prayer rather
than for so many other things means to pay the price to get the oil.

Our initial receiving of the Spirit at regeneration is not a ticket for us to enter
into the wedding feast. The sufficient oil, the adequate oil, will become our entry,
our ticket, to the wedding feast...We can never borrow others’ spirituality [cf.
Matt. 25:8-9]. One’s spirituality can qualify only himself. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The
Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 528-530)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” ch. 8
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were
sealed unto the day of redemption.

1 Thes. 5:16-19 Always rejoice, unceasingly pray, in everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench
the Spirit.

Every day in the morning you must go to the Lord, saying, “Lord, thank You that
[ am here. Fill me up. Saturate me. Soak me. I want to be soaked in You and with
You.” We need such a prayer. It is not too much to have this kind of prayer three
times a day. I advise the young people to have this prayer ten times daily. The
more we pray this way, the better. People may teach you that you should not eat
so much, but no one has ever taught you not to breathe too much. Your breathing
should not be reduced. Rather, you had better exercise to have more breathing
and to breathe deeply. To pray in this way is to gain the oil in your vessel. (CWWL,
1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” p. 510)

Today’s Reading

Ephesians 4:30 tells us not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. Do not make Him
unhappy. The Holy Spirit who is now sealing us unto the redemption of our body
is in us. We must make Him happy. Because He has really joined us with Him as
one (1 Cor. 6:17), when we are unhappy, this indicates that He is unhappy. If you
do not come to the meeting, or if you come and do not function, this makes the
Spirit unhappy. At the end of the day you may not feel so good, but when you come
to the meeting and function in it, you feel so happy. This means that the Holy Spirit
is happy within you. If you do not feel happy, this is an indication that you have
grieved Him. Why have you grieved Him? Because you did not buy Him. You did
not pay the price for Him. He is the oil.
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First Thessalonians 5:19 says, “Do not quench the Spirit.” Sometimes we even
go further not only to grieve Him but also to quench Him. Sometimes we may tell
the Lord to tolerate us for a certain time and not to inspire us. We may know that
the Spirit is moving within us, but we may not like it. To quench the Spirit is to
reject the buying of the oil. In many things we do not buy the Spirit, so we miss the
chance to accumulate more and more of the Spirit in our being.

Nearly the last charge in the entire New Testament is to walk according to the
spirit (Rom. 8:4), which is our human spirit mingled with God’s Holy Spirit (cf. v.
16), our mingled spirit. To walk means “to live, to act, to behave, to do things, to
have our being.” We have to have our being according to the spirit, and this is to buy
the Spirit. Our thinking and our speaking, the expression of our attitude, should be
according to the spirit. If you are having your being according to the spirit, this is
to buy the Spirit. But to walk, to have your being according to the spirit, needs us to
pay a great price. You may need to stop your excessive talking on the telephone and
stop your further reading of the newspaper from the first page to the next.

My burden is to fellowship with you that you may rise up to live a life of always
buying an extra portion of the oil by not wasting your time in doing anything. If
you do something, and you feel that it is a waste of time, you had better stop doing
it. Use that time to contact the Lord, to pray. This is to watch unto prayer. To be
watchful is not to let your time go, not to waste your time, but to take every time
as a chance to buy the oil. To buy the oil is the best way to redeem our time, for the
days are short.

..All of us need to live such a life of buying the oil daily, even hourly. We need
to buy the oil in the way we dress, shop, talk, and live. In everything we must be
serious and consider the solemn parable given by the Lord Jesus in Matthew 25:1-
13...This is a lifelong matter, not an overnight matter...The one thing that the Lord
needs and that we need is to rise up to pay the price to buy the oil all the time
in all the matters in our daily life. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the
Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 530-533)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” ch. 9
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 4 >

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 25:14-15 For the kingdom of the heavens is just like a man about
to go abroad, who called his own slaves and delivered to them his
possessions. To one he gave five talents, and to another two, and
to another one, to each according to his own ability. And he went
abroad.

Concerning the believers, there are two aspects: the aspect of watchfulness and
readiness and the aspect of faithfulness and prudence. The believers...have a dual
status. The first aspect of this dual status is related to life, and the second aspect
is related to service...Regarding life, we are virgins; regarding service, we are
slaves....In watchfulness we are virgins. This relates to what we are....In faithfulness
we are slaves. This relates to what we do.

Although we may like the term “virgins,” we may not like hearing that we are
slaves. Nevertheless, we are not only virgins, but also slaves. To the virgins, the
Lord is the Bridegroom, but to the slaves, He is the Master. Thus, not only we
have a dual status, but the Lord also has a dual status. On the one hand, He is our
pleasant Bridegroom and, on the other, our strict Master. Sometimes He is very
pleasant with us, but at other times He deals with us in a strict way. (Life-study of
Matthew, p. 758)

Today’s Reading

The virgins need something inward—the inward filling of the oil in the vessel.
The slaves, however, need something outward—the spiritual talent. The infilling
of the Holy Spirit is inward, but the talent, the spiritual gift, is outward. As vessels
we need the oil inwardly, and as slaves we need the talents outwardly. The oil
that fills the vessel reaches the very bottom of the vessel. It is from within that
the renewing of our being takes place, and it is from within that transformation
transpires. There is a great lack of this inward working among Christians today.
Rather, many Christians are striving to improve their outward appearance in order
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to make a show. Religion is concerned with outward show, but God’s grace in the
infilling of the Holy Spirit gets into us and transforms us from within. The inward
oil is very different from outward makeup. Makeup changes our complexion
immediately. But God’s way is that we drink of the Spirit and let the Spirit saturate
our being. Then our appearance will change from within. For example, I eat and
drink well, and nourishing food saturates my being. This gives me a healthy
complexion.

The fact that we need to be renewed from within does not mean that we do
not need outward activities. The one who received five talents traded with them
diligently and gained another five talents. This indicates that we need both the
inward renewing and the outward service, the inward growth and the outward
actions. We need to be deeply impressed with this principle. Regarding the aspect
of life, we need to be renewed from within, and regarding the aspect of service, we
need to be very active outwardly. Sometimes we may be so active outwardly that
we neglect the inward renewing. But at other times we may care so much for the
inner life that we do not work adequately. To be like this is to be an unturned cake
(Hosea 7:8). On one side we are burned to charcoal, and on the other side we are
raw. Neither side is good for eating. We need to be a turned cake. If we work too
much, the Lord will tell us to rest. But if we rest too much, the Lord will tell us to
work.

[Matthew 25:14] says that this man delivered his possessions to his slaves....I
believe that the possessions delivered to the slaves include the gospel, the truth,
the believers, and the church. Verse 15 says, “To one he gave five talents, and to
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability.” While oil in
the parable of the virgins signifies the Spirit of God, talents in this parable signify
spiritual gifts (Eph. 4:8; Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 4:10; 2 Tim. 1:6). For life we
need oil, the Spirit of God, even His fullness, that we may be enabled to live the
virgin life for the Lord’s testimony; for service, for work, we need the talent, the
spiritual gift, that we may be equipped as a good slave for the accomplishment of
the Lord’s work. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 758-760)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 65-66
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<« WEEK 7—DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:45 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master
has set over his household to give them food at the proper time?

1 Cor. 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all
may be encouraged.

In what way should we be faithful in the service?...First, in Matthew 24:45-51
we are told clearly that the Lord commissioned us to take care of His household.
His household refers to the believers (Eph. 2:19), who are the church (1 Tim. 3:15).
The church today is the Lord’s house and also the Lord’s household, what we refer
to as the folks...The Lord charged us, commissioned us, to minister something to
His household, that is, to the believers in the church.

According to Matthew 24:45, what we minister is food....At the proper time we
have to minister food, the life supply, to the Lord’s people. Do not say that others
have a gift of teaching to teach you the Word of God and minister spiritual food to
you but that you do not have such a gift. There is not such a thought here. All the
Lord’s servants received the gift for their commission. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The
Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 514-515)

Today’s Reading

The Lord, before going to the heavens, delivered to us His church with all the
believers. If He had given to us only the talent to minister the life supply, then to
whom would we minister? However, He gave us two categories of things: one is
His possessions, the other is the talents. Today we have the church with all the
believers as the possession, the portion to us, to which we can give something,
and we have the talents as the spiritual gifts. You cannot say you are not gifted.
Actually, you are much gifted. For this reason I have always encouraged you to
function. Some may consider this merely to be my practice. They may say that
in all of Christianity they only saw the practice of good preachers speaking to
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a crowd. They never saw a meeting with so many standing up to speak....One
after another stands up like popcorn popping. It is very good to have a “popcorn
meeting.” This is altogether what we expect to have. This is not my teaching;
this is the Bible’s teaching (1 Cor. 14:24, 26, 29-32). We all have to learn to
function....For you to speak is to minister food to the Lord’s household at the
proper time.

Whoever serves food knows the proper time. If you are serving food every
day, you have to make breakfast, lunch, and dinner. To buy a cup of coffee and a
doughnut for breakfast is the lazy way. If we are like this in the spiritual realm,
we will be poor slaves to minister the life supply to the master’s folks at the
proper time. The proper time in the morning is breakfast. Also, good wives
prepare the best sandwiches for their husbands to bring to the office for lunch
at the proper time and are accustomed to preparing a big dinner for their
family.

In like manner, whenever we meet together, this is one of the proper times, the
appointed times, for you to minister the proper food to the Lord’s folks. Suppose,
however, that [ was sloppy, not reading the Word. If I did not labor adequately in
the Word and came to speak to you, I would just be ministering to you “a cup of
coffee and some doughnuts.” To cook a nourishing, good breakfast, requires your
diligence. According to the context of this parable, the faithful one is the diligent
one. Faithful in Matthew 24:45 equals diligent, and slothful in 25:26 equals lazy.
We must be diligent in seeking the Word so that we could prepare to serve good
food when we come to the meeting. The eating time is the proper time, and the
meeting time is the proper time...The meeting times are the proper times when
we all have to minister some portion of the life supply to our folks, to our fellow
believers, to our possessions.

The Lord has given us the church as the object for us to serve, and He has also
given us the ability, the skill, the gift, to care for our obligation. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5,
“The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 515-516)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” ch. 10
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<« WEEK 7— DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:49 ...[An evil slave] begins to beat his fellow slaves and eats and
drinks with the drunken.

25:18-19 But he who had received the one went off and dug in the earth
and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them.

All of us should be those who are feeding the Lord’s people at the proper time
(Matt. 24:45) and using the Lord’s talents in full (25:20, 22). On the negative side,
we should not be those beating our fellow slaves (24:49). You may not do your
duty to perform your service, but instead you are criticizing and sometimes even
strongly opposing the brothers. You are not doing the work but beating the fellow
slaves.

Although I have no intention of exposing anyone, many are exposed by the light
in the messages I release. That is not my job but the Lord’s work. We all have to
stop our criticizing, judging, opposing, and murmuring as a kind of beating. We
must spend our time, our energy, and our everything to do a positive service for
the Lord’s interest. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” pp. 539-540)

Today’s Reading

Furthermore, we should not be one who “eats and drinks with the drunken”
(Matt. 24:49). This is to drift away further, a further fall from beating the fellow
slaves. You have fallen away to the world and have become a world lover. The
worldly people are drunk and even drugged with worldly things. They are
stupefied with the present age. To eat and drink with them is to enjoy what they
enjoy.

We should not eat and drink with the drunken, nor should we dig in the earth
and hide the Lord’s talent (25:18). The earth signifies the world, so to dig in the
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earth signifies getting into the world. Any association, any involvement, with the
world, even a little worldly talk, will bury the Lord’s gift to us.

The way to be faithful is to scatter the Lord’s word, which is food to every
hungry one. The Lord’s household is composed not only of believers but also of
sinners. Who will go to feed the hungry, sinful people? We all have to say, “Me!” We
have to go...We must do everything that we can to spread the Word of God.

Many Christians are nearly void of the truth; they have the Word of God, but
they do not care for it, nor do they realize how much is in it. In this age of apostasy
the Lord, by His mercy, has opened up His Word to us. Many of the divine riches
have been printed and published...Why do we not go out with these riches?...This
is one of the ways to feed the Lord’s people.

The Lord has given talents to all His slaves....Everyone was required to trade, to
do business, to make money for the Lord’s kingdom. In order to do this, we have to
feed His people at the proper time. Every day is a proper time, a meal time....There
is someone ready to eat everywhere, so we need to be those using the Lord’s talent
in full.

Also, by His mercy and through His grace we must do the best not to beat the
fellow slaves, the fellow believers. Do not criticize or murmur about them. Do not
speak anything negative about them, because you do not have the time to do it.
Your mouth was not made for criticizing but for speaking forth Christ. To criticize
the brothers is to beat the fellow slaves. This will cause us to be punished. We
should also not go into the world to enjoy ourselves with the stupefied, drugged,
and worldly people. We have to be the sober ones. We should not dig into the
earth to bury or hide our talent. We should have a job to maintain our living, but
we should not dig into it. We are different from the worldly people. I encourage
all my grandchildren [and all the young people in the churches] to do their best
to get the highest education, but [not to] “dig into” their education just to become
an expert...Do not dig a hole that buries the talent the Lord gave you. We all need
to be faithful in the Lord’s service. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the
Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 540-541, 544-546)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” chs. 8, 10
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

The day approaches; Jesus soon is coming
Hope of Glory — Preparing for Christ’s Return 1 3 07

1. The day ap-proach - es; Je-sussoon is com - ing. Re-deemthe time; it mustnot slip a -

way. Lord, makeus rea - dy for thecry:“Be-hold Him!” By us-ing ev - ery momentofeach
7 7 7 7
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day. (C) WhendJe-sus comes, will we go in to meet Him? When Je-sus comes, will we from self have
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ceased? He’s coming soon to take the wise ones with Him. Oh,letus not be left outside the feast.

2. Lord, help us to redeem these golden moments;
Our vessels fill with ointment from above;
Help us amen each trial and tribulation;
Increase in us; make us abound in love.

He’s coming soon—these moments are so precious.
The oil is here—Oh, let us buy the more.
Amen the trials and welcome tribulations—
The kingdom’s ours through these afflictions sore.

3. Lord, ever turn us from our soulish pleasures
To gaze upon Thy tender, loving face.
Oh, keep us running forth to meet the Bridegroom
And patiently attending to the race.

When Jesus comes, will we be in His presence?
When Jesus comes, will we His face behold?
Oh, let us not return to sloth and folly,

But jealously His loving presence hold.

4. As His dear Bride, let us go forth to meet Him,
Our lamps well-trimmed, our fires burning bright,
Our vessels filled, our eyes set on His glory,

To be with Him completely satisfied.

Yes, satisfied—Christ and His Bride together.

Yes, satisfied—throughout eternity.

Oh, what a rest, what joy, what love, what favor
To be His Bride when He comes to His feast!
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N Week Eight

139 B B 89485 Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom
FAE T RAE F 89 l‘] 4% and Discipling All the Nations for the Spread
EAv e BREEY RE5 AR and Development of the Kingdom of God
E%: K= 14, A 18~20, T—14~15, TEa] =12 Scripture Reading: Matt. 24:14; 28:18-20; Mark 1:14-15; 1 Thes. 2:12
ANE:S Outline
J&| — Day 1
T “REENBRETEERRT, 7 RAERL L “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
JE” —Jli,-vg 14: inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations”—Matt. 24:14:
— iy B R A X AR, EAPEERAMAITR];  AThe kingdom of God is a divine sphere for God to work out His plan; it
R A B AT HAAR, VAR A S F 0958 B — is a realm where God can exercise His authority to accomplish what He
T—15, #4=3.5 Kt+=28, B+—15, intends—Mark 1:15; John 3:3, 5; Matt. 12:28; Rev. 11:15.
ZFHEPEARAGRAT R T HRAORAA—K T W B.The fundamental problem in the universe is rebellion against the
12 ~14: authority of God—Isa. 14:12-14:
| SUEZRICHHAY TR > FFEHEIAUN - HERTHY = 1.Satan intends to violate God's sovereignty, usurp God's authority,
B FHRTMECHEE K +2260 852 overthrow God's throne, and establish his own kingdom—Matt.
12:26; Eph. 2:2.
2 NEEYE T BLE O S RUNIEE — 2 0 K 2.When man fell, he rebelled against God, put God's authority aside,
INHIYER NibHEANS EEN— ﬁJg6 11 denied God's authority, and rejected God's rule—Gen. 3:6, 11; Rom.
THI12 N5 =4- 5:12; 1 John 3:4.
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Day 2

C. Through the gospel of the kingdom, God brings people under the ruling of
the heavenly authority so that they may become His kingdom, those who
are ruled by His authority—Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:5-6:

1.The New Testament preaches the gospel in the way of the kingdom;
because the kingdom of God is the real gospel, to know the gospel
requires that we know the kingdom—Mark 1:14-15; Acts 8:12.

2.The gospel is for the kingdom, and the gospel is proclaimed so that
rebellious sinners might be saved, qualified, and equipped to enter
into the kingdom of God—Mark 1:14-15; Matt. 4:17; Acts 8:12:

a. The gospel of life, the gospel of grace, and the gospel of salvation are
all for the kingdom; the kingdom is the center, the hub—John 3:16;
Acts 20:24; 4:12.

b.The gospel of the kingdom brings people not only into God's salvation but
also into the kingdom; the emphasis of the gospel of the kingdom is on
the heavenly ruling of God and the authority of the Lord—Matt. 24:14.

c. The gospel of the kingdom brings the believers into the realm of
the divine ruling so that they may participate in the blessings of the
divine life in the divine kingdom—1 Thes. 2:12.

Day 3

D.God commands everyone to repent for the kingdom—Matt. 3:2; 4:17; Acts
17:30:

1.To repent means that originally we were rebellious and against God,
but now we turn back to the Lord in submission—Matt. 3:2; 4:17.

2.To repent is to have a change of mind issuing in regret, to have a turn
in purpose—Luke 3:3, 8; 5:32; 17:3; Acts 17:30-31.
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3 EEENERANTHAHNE BTSN B — 3.Repentance is mainly for us to enter into the kingdom of God; unless

e WA TMAEHFAEE 71— 15 K we repent—that is, have a change of concept—we cannot enter into
=2 P017- the kingdom—Mark 1:15; Matt. 3:2; 4:17.
L BEYHETEERBRT, 7 RAENLIE, &K%  E.The gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole inhabited earth

AT kB ——m 14: for a testimony to all the nations before the end of this age—24:14:

| X6 HEREANE—E TS —HZHSME 1.This preaching, signified by the white horse of the first seal in
I o X IARALEHIRK - Revelation 6:1-2, will be a sign of the consummation of this age.

2 EE I EE D %I KE BN R AL RER T — 2.The gospel of the kingdom must be brought to the whole inhabited earth
KDY 14 > fifFi— 8 through the churches in the Lord's recovery—Matt. 24:14; 1 Thes. 1:8.

J& v Day 4

BT AR m%% 187 RAE& A9 174, 1L “Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them
FRATZAR, T 2FRGLEZ” —X into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
ZA\19: Spirit”—Matt. 28:19:

— FAMHEZANGRAET, CEAEFEFT AL Aln His divinity, as the only begotten Son of God, the Lord had authority
BAH: R, EAREAAT, 1B RZ over all; however, in His humanity, as the Son of Man and the King of the
I, RE LW, REMELEZIEGS heavenly kingdom, authority in heaven and on earth was given to Him
HE9—1 ~ 10, 18 F, after His resurrection—vv. 1-10, 18.

Z BAMKH Y BARARC 2G4 B F0 A, #3t  B.Because all authority has been given to the resurrected Christ, He sent
2RIV E, 7 RAEMGI I, NLTE His disciples to disciple all the nations; they go with His authority—vv
A B9 A AR 69—18 ~ 19 7 : 18-19:

| Bl 1z EEE - AT ANGR - WEELEFEE 1.We have been sent by the Lord not only to bring people to salvation

e XREERSE - but also to disciple the nations; this is a matter of the kingdom.

2 (5 BRAE EMT AR M AR E R 2.To disciple the nations is to make the heathen the kingdom people for
HAEM > SAES K BIIMINE > sieds b the establishing of His kingdom, which is the church, even today, on
Ai—9> Z 12 B—5~6~9>H9~10¢ the earth—1 Thes. 1:9; 2:12; Rev. 1:5-6, 9; 5:9-10.
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3.The intrinsic purpose of our preaching the gospel is to bring people of
the nations into the Triune God in order to make them the citizens of
the kingdom of the heavens—Matt. 24:14; 28:18-19.

Day 5

C. After Christ as the last Adam had accomplished His ministry on earth,
passed through the process of crucifixion, entered into the realm of
resurrection, and had become the life-giving Spirit, He came back to His
disciples in the atmosphere and reality of His resurrection to charge
them to make the heathen the kingdom people by baptizing them into the
name, the person, the reality, of the Divine Trinity—v. 19:

1.Into in Matthew 28:19 indicates union; to baptize people into the
name of the Triune God is to bring them into spiritual and mystical
union with Him.

2.There is one name for the Divine Trinity—v. 19:
a. The name is the sum total of the Divine Being, equivalent to His person.

b.To baptize someone into the name of the Triune God is to immerse
him into all that the Triune God is.

Day 6
D.According to Matthew, being baptized into the reality of the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit is for the constituting of the kingdom of the heavens—uv. 19:

1.Unlike an earthly society, the heavenly kingdom cannot be formed
with human beings of flesh and blood—1 Cor. 15:50.

2.God's heavenly kingdom can be constituted only with people who have
been immersed into the union with the Triune God and who have been
established and built up with the Triune God, who has been wrought
into them—Rom. 6:3-4; 14:17; Gal. 3:26-27; 4:19; 5:21; Eph. 3:14-19; 5:5.
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E.In Matthew 28:20 the Lord charged us to teach the newly baptized ones
to observe all that He has commanded us; this is for the discipling of all
the nations—v. 109.

F. “Behold, I am with you all the days until the consummation of the age”—v.
20:

1.The heavenly King is Emmanuel, God with us—1:23.

2.He has promised us that in His resurrection He will be with us all the
days, with all authority, until the end of this age—28:20.

3.Whenever we are gathered into His name, He is in our midst—18:20.

G.In His resurrection the Lord is present, and we have His authority,
commission, and position to disciple the nations for the spread and
development of the kingdom of God—6:10, 33; 13:18-23; 28:18-20.
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<« WEEK8 — DAY 1 »
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

12:26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then
will his kingdom stand?

28 But if I, by the Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the kingdom of
God has come upon you.

In the preaching of the gospel, the kingdom of God is often neglected. Much of
today’s gospel preaching gives people the impression that the gospel is only for soul
winning, for transferring people out of hell into heaven, for helping people have
peace, joy, and eternal blessing. In the New Testament, however, we have a different
impression concerning the gospel. When the Lord Jesus preached the gospel, He
spoke concerning the kingdom of God, and He told them to repent for the kingdom.

We need to see the crucial matter that the intrinsic essence of the gospel is the
kingdom. The gospel is preached for the kingdom, and the kingdom is a divine
sphere for God to work out His plan, a realm where God can exercise His authority
to accomplish what He intends. The only way for God to reach His goal is through
the kingdom. Therefore, there is a section in the Gospel of Mark revealing the
purpose of the gospel. The purpose of the gospel is to have the kingdom. The
kingdom of God is the goal of the gospel.

The kingdom of God is not only the goal of the gospel, but also the issue of the
gospel...This outcome, this issue, is the kingdom. The preaching of the gospel is to
bring forth the kingdom. (Life-study of Mark, pp. 119-121)

Today’s Reading

In Revelation 1:9 John testified that he and the other saints were in the
kingdom of God: “I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and
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kingdom and endurance in Jesus."...The fact that John was in the kingdom...proves
that the kingdom has not been suspended. (Life-study of Mark, p. 123)

The Bible clearly shows that the only thing Satan wants to do in the universe
is to overthrow God’s throne. Isaiah 14 reveals that Satan wanted to exalt his
throne to be equal with God (v. 13). This means that Satan intends to violate God’s
sovereignty, usurp God’s authority, and overthrow God’s throne; he intends to
establish his own kingdom in the universe. In Matthew 12 the Lord Jesus spoke of
two kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. He said, “If [, by the
Spirit of God, cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you”
(v. 28). He also said, “If Satan casts out Satan,..how then will his kingdom stand?”
(v. 26). This shows that there are two kingdoms in the universe. One is God’s
kingdom, and the other is Satan’s kingdom. One is God’s exercise of His authority,
and the other is Satan’s usurpation of God’s authority. One is God’s establishing of
His throne for the exercise of His authority, and the other is Satan’s overthrowing
of God'’s throne for the setting up of his own authority.

The matter of authority is mentioned in the very beginning of the Bible. Genesis
1 shows that God gave man the authority to have dominion over all the living
things in the sea, in the air, and on the earth (v. 26). The way Satan stole man away
from God was to seduce man to rebel against God, to usurp God’s authority. When
man sinned, he did not merely violate a rule; even more, he revolted against God,
rebelled against God, and put God’s authority aside, denying God’s authority and
rejecting God’s rule. Just as Satan rebelled against God, man also rebelled against
God. The first creatures God created were the angels, among whom the archangel
led many to rebel. Later, God created man, who also rebelled. One can say that man
and Satan acted as a team to rebel against God. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the
Kingdom Is to the Believers,” pp. 426-427)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 61; Life-study of Mark, msgs. 13,
17; Life-study of Luke, msgs. 11, 22; CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to
the Believers,” chs. 2-3; CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” chs. 7-9
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 2 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole
inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

1 Thes. 2:12 So that you might walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls
you into His own kingdom and glory.

Logically, since all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to the
Lord (Matt. 28:18), He should reign. However, people on earth rebel against Him;
few submit to His authority. This is the reason that the Lord sent His disciples to
preach the gospel in all the earth and to disciple all the nations (v. 19).

The Gospel of Matthew says that our believing in the Lord is for us to become
His disciples. On one hand, the Bible reveals the gospel as the gospel of grace,
which is for us to become believers through faith. On the other hand, the Bible says
that the gospel is the gospel of the kingdom, which is for us to become the Lord’s
disciples, those who are trained, ruled, disciplined, and dealt with by the Lord’s
authority. According to the gospel of grace, God is pleased to freely grant us grace,
and we can receive this grace simply by believing. However, this gospel is also the
gospel of the kingdom through which God desires to bring us under the ruling of
the heavenly authority so that we may become His kingdom, those who are ruled
by God’s authority.

Matthew reveals the gospel of the kingdom (24:14)...The Lord desires to rule
and reign, but there are few on earth who are willing to be ruled by Him. Hence,
He has sent out His disciples to preach the gospel of the kingdom. (CWWL, 1957,
vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” pp. 467-468)

Today’s Reading
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The way to bring others out of the world and into the kingdom of the heavens is
not by today’s superficial gospel but by the gospel of the kingdom of the heavens...The
gospel of the kingdom includes not only forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47) and the
impartation of life (John 20:31) but also the kingdom of the heavens with the power
of the coming age (Heb. 6:5) to cast out demons and heal diseases (Isa. 35:5-6; Matt.
10:1). Both forgiveness of sins and the imparting of life are for the kingdom.

The gospel of the kingdom, which also includes the gospel of grace (Acts
20:24), not only brings people into God’s salvation but also into the kingdom of
the heavens (Rev. 1:9). The emphasis of the gospel of grace is on forgiveness of
sin, God’s redemption, and eternal life, whereas the emphasis of the gospel of the
kingdom is on the heavenly ruling of God and the authority of the Lord.

The New Testament speaks of the gospel of life, the gospel of grace, and the
gospel of salvation. However, all these are different aspects of the kingdom. The
kingdom is the center, the hub, and all the other items may be considered the
spokes, which are centered on the hub. The gospel of life is for the kingdom,
the gospel of salvation is for the kingdom, and the gospel of forgiveness is for
the kingdom. All these different aspects of the gospel are for the kingdom. The
kingdom is the real gospel...If we do not know the kingdom, we do not know the
gospel in a full way. If we want to know the gospel in a full way, we must realize
that the kingdom is the all-inclusive gospel. This gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole inhabited earth for a testimony to all the nations before the
end of this age comes. The inhabited earth means every place inhabited by man. I
believe that the churches in the Lord’s recovery will bear the burden to bring this
gospel to all the inhabited earth. The gospel of grace has been preached in every
continent but not the gospel of the kingdom. The gospel of grace is the lower
gospel, but the gospel of the kingdom is the higher gospel. This higher gospel must
be brought to every continent through the churches in the Lord’s recovery. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1156-1157)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 107, 240, 244;
CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” ch. 12;
CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” ch. 4; Life-study of 1
Thessalonians, msgs. 11-12; Life-study of 2 Thessalonians, msg. 1
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 3 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 3:2 And saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn
near.

Mark 1:15 And saying, The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has
drawn near. Repent and believe in the gospel.

To repent is to have a change of mind issuing in regret, to have a turn in
purpose. (Matt. 3:2, footnote 1)

In John the Baptist’s preaching, repentance, as the opening of God’s New
Testament economy, involved making a turn for the kingdom of the heavens. This
indicates that God’s New Testament economy is focused on His kingdom. For this
we should repent, change our mind, make a turn in our life-pursuit. The goal of our
pursuing has been other things; now our pursuing must turn toward God and His
kingdom, which in Matthew (cf. Mark 1:15) is specifically and purposefully called
“the kingdom of the heavens” [Matt. 3:2]. According to the Gospel of Matthew as a
whole, the kingdom of the heavens is different from the Messianic kingdom. The
Messianic kingdom will be the restored kingdom of David (the rebuilt tabernacle
of David—Acts 15:16), made up of the children of Israel, and will be earthly
and physical in nature, whereas the kingdom of the heavens is constituted of
regenerated believers and is heavenly and spiritual. (Matt. 3:2, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

The Greek word [translated “repent” in Mark 1:15] means “have a change of
mind.” To repent is to have a change of mind with regret for the past and a turn for
the future. On the negative side, to repent before God is not only to repent of sins
and wrongdoings but also to repent of the world and its corruption, which usurp
and corrupt people whom God created for Himself, and to repent of our God-
forsaking life in the past. On the positive side, it is to turn to God in every way and
in everything for the fulfillment of His purpose in creating man. It is a “repentance
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unto God,” and is to “repent and turn to God” (Acts 20:21; 26:20). (Mark 1:15,
footnote 2)

The first thing mentioned concerning the gospel is the need to repent (Matt.
3:2; 4:17). What does it mean to repent? To repent means that originally we were
rebellious and against God, but then a voice of love asked us to return, to turn
back, to God. Hence, to repent is to turn back in submission to the Lord and receive
Him as our Savior. When we receive Him as our Savior, He comes into us. He enters
into us not only in the status of a Savior but also in the status of the King of kings.
Today He is no longer the Christ nailed to the cross; He is the King on the throne.
When we repent, turn to Him, and receive Him as our Savior, He is the King on the
throne. Therefore, we have received not only the Savior but also the King of kings,
the Lord of lords. When the King of kings comes into us, His throne simultaneously
comes into us. His desire is to establish His kingdom in us in order to make us
rebellious ones His kingdom.

Revelation 1 and 5 reveal that the Lord has purchased us with His blood to
make us His kingdom (1:5-6; 5:9-10). What is His purpose in making us His
kingdom? His purpose is to rule, to reign, to accomplish His will on earth, and to
gain a group of people on earth to be under His authority. This is the result that
has been produced by the gospel during the last two thousand years. (CWWL,
1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” pp. 457-458)

The gospel of the kingdom, which includes the gospel of grace (Acts 20:24),
brings people not only into God’s salvation but also into the kingdom of the heavens
(Rev. 1:9). The gospel of grace emphasizes forgiveness of sin, God’s redemption,
and eternal life, whereas the gospel of the kingdom emphasizes the heavenly ruling
of God and the authority of the Lord. This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in
the whole earth for a testimony to all the nations before the end of this age. Hence,
that preaching, signified by the white horse of the first seal in Revelation 6:1-2, will
be a sign of the consummation of this age. (Matt. 24:14, footnote 1)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The Kingdom,” chs. 1, 3; CWWL, 1957,
vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” ch. 5; CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The
Kingdom and the Church,” ch. 1
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 4 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 28:18-19 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and disciple
all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

In His divinity as the only begotten Son of God, the Lord had authority over
all. However, in His humanity as the Son of Man to be the King of the heavenly
kingdom, all authority in heaven and on earth was given to Him after His
resurrection. (Life-study of Matthew, p. 826)

Today’s Reading

Matthew’s account of the resurrection is very different from John'’s.
According to John’s record, after His resurrection the Lord met with His
disciples in a room where the doors had been shut (John 20:19). The
disciples were frightened, being afraid of the Jews. Because they needed to be
strengthened by life, the Lord came to them as life, breathed upon them, and
told them to receive the holy breath (John 20:22). How different is Matthew’s
account! According to Matthew, the Lord charged the disciples to go to a
mountain in Galilee. Surely He met with them on that mountain during the day,
not during the night. Furthermore, when He met with them on the mountain,
He did not breathe upon them and tell them to receive the holy breath. Instead,
He said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” In Matthew
it is not a matter of breath, but a matter of authority. John’s concern was for life,
and life requires breath. But Matthew’s concern was for the kingdom, and the
kingdom requires authority. The Gospel of John reveals that we need life to care
for the little lambs and to feed the Lord’s flock. But in Matthew 28 there is no
word about feeding the lambs. In Matthew the Lord commands the disciples to
disciple all the nations (v. 19) to make all the nations part of the kingdom. This
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requires authority. Therefore, in John resurrection is a matter of life, power,
breath, and shepherding. However, in Matthew it is a matter of righteousness,
authority, and discipling the nations.

Verse 19 says, “Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Because all authority had
been given to Him, the heavenly King sent His disciples to go and disciple all the
nations. They go with His authority. To disciple the nations is to cause the heathen
to become the kingdom people for the establishment of His kingdom, which is the
church, even today on this earth.

Notice that the Lord did not charge the disciples to preach the gospel, but to
disciple the nations. The difference between preaching the gospel and discipling
the nations is that to preach the gospel is simply to bring sinners to salvation, but
to disciple the nations is to cause the Gentiles to become the kingdom people. We
have been sent by the Lord not only to bring people to salvation, but also to disciple
the nations. This is a matter of the kingdom. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 826-828)

The word disciple is a strong word. A number of messages would be needed
to explain this word thoroughly. The disciples were to disciple the unbelieving
nations by baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. This means that discipling includes baptizing. We have to disciple
people by baptizing them, putting them into a person, the Triune God. When
they get into this person, they are discipled. We should not preach the gospel to
people without baptizing them. That is not scriptural. We should baptize people
immediately after they have believed in the Lord. To disciple them by baptizing
them is to make them the very citizens of the kingdom of the heavens. If we do
not put them into the Triune God, we cannot bring them into the kingdom of
God. We must put them into God Himself. Then we place them into the kingdom
of God. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the Divine Trinity,” pp. 311-
312)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living in and with the Divine Trinity,” ch.
5; CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “What the Kingdom Is to the Believers,” ch. 6
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 5 »

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor. 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one Body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to
drink one Spirit.

Baptism is to bring the repentant people out of their old state into a new one,
by terminating their old life and germinating them with the new life of Christ, that
they may become the kingdom people. John the Baptist's recommending ministry
began with the preliminary baptism by water only. Now, after the heavenly King
accomplished His ministry on earth, passed through the process of death and
resurrection, and became the life-giving Spirit, He charged His disciples to baptize
the discipled people into the Triune God. This baptism has two aspects: the
visible aspect by water and the invisible aspect by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38, 41;
10:44-48). The visible aspect is the expression, the testimony, of the invisible
aspect; whereas the invisible aspect is the reality of the visible aspect. Without
the invisible aspect by the Spirit, the visible aspect by water is vain; and without
the visible aspect by water, the invisible aspect by the Spirit is abstract and
impractical. (Life-study of Matthew, p. 828)

Today’s Reading

Not long after the Lord charged the disciples with this baptism, He baptized
them and the entire church in the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13) on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 1:5; 2:4) and in the house of Cornelius (Acts 11:15-17). Then, based upon
this, the disciples baptized the new converts (Acts 2:38), not only visibly into
water, but also invisibly into the death of Christ (Rom. 6:3-4), into Christ Himself
(Gal. 3:27), into the Triune God (Matt. 28:19), and into the Body of Christ (1 Cor.
12:13). The water, signifying the death of Christ with His burial, may be considered
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as a tomb to terminate the old history of the baptized ones. Since the death of
Christ is included in Christ, since Christ is the very embodiment of the Triune
God, and since the Triune God is one with the Body of Christ, so to baptize new
believers into the death of Christ, into Christ Himself, into the Triune God, and into
the Body of Christ is to do just one thing: on the negative side to terminate their
old life, and on the positive side to germinate them with a new life, the eternal life
of the Triune God, for the Body of Christ. Hence, the baptism ordained by the Lord
here is to baptize people out of their life into the Body life for the kingdom of the
heavens.

The word into in Matthew 28:19 indicates union....To baptize people into the
name of the Triune God is to bring them into spiritual and mystical union with
Him. There is one name for the Trinity. The name is the sum total of the Divine
Being, equivalent to His person. To baptize anyone into the name of the Trinity is
to immerse him into all the Triune God is.

Matthew discloses the reality of the Trinity in the one name for all three, for the
constitution of the kingdom. In the opening chapter of Matthew, the Holy Spirit (v.
18), Christ (the Son—vw. 18), and God (the Father—uv. 23) are upon the scene for the
producing of the man Jesus (v. 21), who, as Jehovah the Savior and God with us, is
the very embodiment of the Triune God. In chapter 3 Matthew presents a picture
of the Son standing in the water of baptism under the open heaven, the Spirit as a
dove descending upon the Son, and the Father out of the heavens speaking to the
Son (vv. 16-17). In chapter 12, the Son, in the person of man, cast out demons by
the Spirit to bring in the kingdom of God the Father (v. 28)....In the closing chapter,
after Christ, as the last Adam, had passed through the process of crucifixion,
entered into the realm of resurrection, and become the life-giving Spirit, He came
back to His disciples, in the atmosphere and reality of His resurrection, to charge
them to cause the heathen to become the kingdom people by baptizing them into
the name, the person, the reality, of the Trinity. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 828-
830)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 72; CWWL, 1972, vol. 2, “The
Kingdom,” ch. 20
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<« WEEK 8 — DAY 6 »

Morning Nourishment

Acts 19:5 And when they heard this, they were baptized into the name of
the Lord Jesus.

Gal. 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

Rom. 6:3 Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

In the Acts and the Epistles, it is disclosed that to baptize people into the name
of the Father, Son, and Spirit is to baptize them into the name of Christ (Acts
8:16; 19:5), and that to baptize them into the name of Christ is to baptize them
into Christ the person (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3), for Christ is the embodiment of the
Triune God, and He, as the life-giving Spirit, is available any time and any place
for people to be baptized into Him. Such a baptism into the reality of the Father,
Son, and Spirit, according to Matthew, is for the constitution of the kingdom of
the heavens. The heavenly kingdom cannot be organized with human beings of
flesh and blood (1 Cor. 15:50) as an earthly society; it can only be constituted
with people who are immersed into the union with the Triune God and who are
established and built up with the Triune God who is wrought into them. (Life-
study of Matthew, p. 830)

Today’s Reading

In Matthew 28:20 the Lord told His disciples, “Behold, I am with you all the
days until the consummation of the age.” The heavenly King is Emmanuel, God
with us (1:23). Here He promised to be with us in His resurrection with all
authority all the days until the consummation of the age, that is, until the end
of this age. Hence, wherever we are gathered into His name, He is in our midst
(18:20).

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (Spring 2019) - Message 8 Morning Revival - Page 11



rWEEE, RELHET (7519 MBRpEST
(ZW5) IR EWNF R, 9848 & WAL £ X HE LT,
BMAME T, HEEENEm BEXHF, L6,
HET 2B I Al BABFIEAMZIUG AR, =&
AWE, TR-ESMHATRAAL, HEHEX,

FTREEHEESEHETRAAZNT, HARERK
i, BERXHRWALE., SAREBEERAKRE
Wo - &H—K#lI/S. WEERNEA, ERXHE
RIWA S, XERXHEROKRT, A2 EEBT
T, ExklEryrfc,. XERHWLE, LEHERHRT,
WA AR, AEHERNTEEZE. R, &K
MTRFRINENEETL, TWREE. ZEE
EH=E,

EEHFEANWEFE, BERAEXE, SFARMNFA
AR, Eafodifn, E7 REZHIIE. X/F, EER—
Bt EEE (BABEE#EE, L—ALEALZOT) .

—mW, ZAEFEHERENEST, HEFLEL,
iR E R ER, SR EI; XEFERNTS R
BEEE, BREEHAERNA TGN, 7", 5
ABEEWH - —HETLE,; AN ELEREY, &
A=A, mAEIMERE, witEnERATEE;
REWMEZIREGEE, ZAZEEFEM, Kib
. 2B T RET. LEAN., BEXXHHNTHE
o, R, ¥. 2R, = —wHEWE.
W, MERT = —MHWEF &, 2K, =N
FRHRET . IREGABETE NHRMHE=—
HWEM (ML L 5L = —AWER, —=—
DI

Bif: MBS EHEZ B, B\E;
EAH, BEE; GFEXES 0B/ M, ER
kT 5EE.

O hhFEFEMKERASERERILG-F R EMES -F 121

In the four Gospels, the Lord’s ascension is recorded only in Mark (16:19) and
Luke (24:51). John testifies that the Lord, as the Son of God, even God Himself,
is life to His believers. As such, He can never leave them and would never leave
them. Matthew proves that He, as Emmanuel, is the heavenly King who is with His
people continually until He comes back.

As the King in the kingdom with the kingdom people, the Lord is with us all
the days until the consummation of the age. Today is included in all the days....Not
one day will be an exception. He will be with us until the consummation of the age.
This refers to the end of this age, which will be the time of the Lord’s parousia,
the Lord’s coming. The consummation of the age, the end of the age, will be the
great tribulation. We do not want to be here during that time. Rather, we prefer
to be raptured into the Lord’s parousia, into His presence. This is a matter of the
kingdom.

In the Lord’s resurrection with His righteousness the kingdom is present, and
we have the authority, commission, and position to disciple the nations. In this
way the kingdom is spreading. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 830-831)

On the one hand, the Gospel of Matthew speaks about the gospel of the kingdom,
Christ being the King, and the reality, appearance, and manifestation of the kingdom
of the heavens, telling us that if we live in this reality today, it will be our reward
in the future. On the other hand, Matthew tells us about the Triune God being
processed. It reveals that He entered into a virgin's womb and was born as a man to
be Jehovah our Savior, God with us. Then He went through death and resurrection
and eventually sent His disciples to “go,” bringing Him with them, to transmit and
dispense Him into all the nations. Whoever would believe into and receive such
a transmitting and dispensing One would be baptized into the Triune God—the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit. In this way they would become the reproduction,
duplication, multiplication, and increase of the Triune God. This is the mystery of
the Divine Trinity revealed in the Gospel of Matthew. (CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The
Economy of God and the Mystery of the Transmission of the Divine Trinity,” p. 414)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Economy of God and the Mystery of
the Transmission of the Divine Trinity,” ch. 8; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital
Groups,” ch. 5; CWWN, vol. 8, pp. 15-21
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WEEK 8 — HYMN

He shall reign o'er all the earth
Preaching of the Gospel—Sending forth the Tidings
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Hum - bly at His feet may fall.

2. Long His heritage hath lain
'Neath the false usurper's sway;
He will claim it back again,
Rout the foes and win the day.
Send the tidings forth, that all
Humbly at His feet may fall.

3. Then, beneath His rule of peace
Heaven shall smile, and earth shall sing,
Ever yielding rich increase
To the honor of her King.
Send the tidings forth, that all
Humbly at His feet may fall.

4. Hasten, Lord, the wondrous hour,
Bid it strike from shore to shore,
Thine the kingdom and the power,
Thine the glory evermore.

Bow each rebel heart, that all
At Thy feet adoring fall.
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