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Week One

God’s Need in the Present Age
Hymns:

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:26, 28; Eph. 1:9, 11; 3:11; Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 24:37-
39

§Day 1 & Day 2

[. In order for His will to be done on earth and for His eternal
purpose to be fulfilled, God needs our cooperation—1 Cor.
6:17; Matt. 7:11; 12:50:

A.God can carry out on earth what He has planned in heaven only when
He has people who will cooperate with Him—]John 7:17; 15:4-5:

1. God needs to gain people on earth who will cooperate with Him and work
with Him according to His mind—Phil. 3:15; Col. 3:2.

2.As long as there are those who are of the same mind as God and are
willing to work with Him, God's work will be carried out on earth—1 Cor.
15:58; 16:10.

B.Our eyes need to be opened to see that God has His limitations and to
see how we should cooperate with Him—Matt. 6:10; 18:18-19; 2 Cor.
6:1:
1.God is omnipotent, but His omnipotence is subject to limitations because

He must have certain conditions suitable for His working—John 7:17;
Matt. 7:21.

2.Man was created with a free will; the limitations of God began at this
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26 - point—Gen. 1:26:

a EAlEE » M2k E T AESHRFIZ T — a.In creation God put His almighty power under the limitation of the
28T 29216~ 17¢ human will—v. 28; 2:9, 16-17,

b B A\ E SIS > Bt B A 2 1T SR b.God wants the human will to be on His side; therefore, He accepts the
PRI —290U 34 » F30 0 7538 B2~ 3 limitation that this desire entails—John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; Rom. 12:2-3.

3SAENEE AN - B BRI » Bl TENEZR 3.As members of Christ's organic, mystical Body, we are either expressing
o PR —ARET+ 212 ~ 130 18 ~ 200 27 ¢ Him or limiting Him—1 Cor. 12:12-13, 18-20, 27:

a FEIEIEER TR — D W TEA 281 a. The Lord needs to bring us to the point where we have nothing to hinder
EEMETEERN—7S 17 K100 ©210 +2 Him from doing whatever He wills—6:17; Matt. 6:10; 7:21; 12:50; Eph.
S0 #—1-9> 1117~ 1:1,9; 5:17.

b — B FHEA T E— Mg > WA 5E 2Ryl b.Once the Lord has brought us to a place of total responsiveness to Him,
HELA B HHAVEES - SREAt 58 5 X He will have a free and unhindered way to accomplish His will; then there
HIEE B A o A RElEER EE— K05 10 will be nothing that God cannot do to carry out His purpose on earth—
—N390 420 k=21 Matt. 6:10; 26:39, 42; Heb. 13:21.

(A= §Day 3
AN ATE AR E H—E]— 26, 28, K>~ 10, II. God needs man to recover the earth—Gen. 1:26, 28; Matt.

& 710 6:10; Rev. 5:10:

— AAMTERBAAE SH, REH KM, R AMan was created by God to have dominion over the earth, to subdue
o, B Ak E—a— 26, 28, it, conquer it, and thereby recover the earth for God—Gen. 1:26, 28.

Z A AE B, BRI IE, AF R B.God's intention in giving man dominion is to subdue God's enemy,
AP Ay e—26, 28 . Satan, who rebelled against God—vv. 26, 28:

1 gl —E = /\TIH “HR" 2 #ifEst B 5 1.Subdue in Genesis 1:28 implies that a war is raging on earth between God
Y PLERE 2 B TE — BB IR e and His enemy, Satan; whoever gains the earth will have the victory.

i ERRATHE -
2 A — M FEEREREUE - MBS FHAEL 2.God has a problem, and this problem is Satan, the archangel who rebelled
NHETES  FRlEEH E i —2% 1+ 12 ~ against God and became His enemy in the universe and especially on the
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earth—Isa. 14:12-14; Ezek. 28:12-18:

a. In order to subdue His enemy and thus solve His problem, God gave man
authority to rule over all things created by God—Gen. 1:26.

b.Man especially must rule over the earth and even subdue the earth
because the earth has been usurped by God's rebellious enemy—v. 28.

c. God needs man to exercise His authority over all the creeping things and
to subdue and conquer the rebellious earth so that God may recover the
earth for His kingdom—Matt. 6:9-10; Rev. 5:10.

3.God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created man for
this purpose; God wants His creature man to deal with His fallen creature
Satan—Gen. 1:28.

4.1f we do not restore the earth from the hand of Satan, we have not yet
achieved God's purpose in creating man to subdue the earth and have
dominion; we need to deal with Satan and recover the earth for the
benefit of God and to satisfy His need—v. 28; Matt. 6:9-10.

§Day 4 & §Day 5
[II. God needs to end this age—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 2:2; 2 Cor. 4:4;

Titus 2:12:

A.The situation before the Lord's coming will be like that in the days of
Noah—Matt. 24:37-39:

1.Noah lived in a crooked and perverse age—Gen. 6:1-22.

2.In Matthew 24:37-39 and Luke 17:26-27 the Lord Jesus likened our age
to the days of Noah:

a. The conditions of evil living that stupefied the generation of Noah
before the flood portray the perilous condition of man's living before
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the great tribulation and the Lord's parousia—Matt. 24:21, 3, 27, 37, 39.

b.If we would participate in the overcomers' rapture to enjoy the Lord's
parousia and escape the great tribulation, we must overcome the
stupefying effect of man's living today—Luke 21:34-36.

B.Today there are only two things on earth—the crooked and perverted
generation and the church as the corporate expression of Christ—
Acts 2:40; Phil. 2:15; 1 Cor. 1:2; 12:12, 27.

C.If we would be the corporate expression of Christ in the church
life, we need to be today's "family of Noah" building the corporate
Christ as the ark that will deliver us from the crooked and perverted
generation and usher us into the coming age of the kingdom of God—
Gen. 6:8—8:3; 1 Cor. 12:12; Phil. 2:12-13; 1 Pet. 3:20-21.

D.The ark built by Noah is a type of Christ as the salvation of God's
elect; the ark that we are building today is the corporate Christ, the
church, as our salvation from today's crooked, perverted, and evil
generation—vv. 20-21; 1 Cor. 12:12, 27.

E.The church life is today's ark to terminate the present age and bring
in God's kingdom—1:2; 12:12, 27; 1 Thes. 1:1, 9-10:

1.The Lord desires "the family of Noah" to build the ark and testify against
the trend of the age so that He can use them to terminate the age and
bring in the kingdom age—Heb. 11:7; Rev. 11:15.

2.What we are building in the church life is the corporate Christ as the ark
for our salvation and for the salvation of the ones under our care—1 Cor.
12:12; 14:26; Phil. 2:12-13.

F.God wants the church, the ark, where we can be saved from today's
evil generation—Acts 2:40-47:

1.God wants to save us—through this ark—from the crooked generation
and usher us into God's kingdom to fulfill His eternal purpose—Matt. 6:33;
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13:43; Luke 12:32; Rev. 11:15.

2.God cares for whether or not we are in the ark, the proper church life;
He wants us to be a part of the corporate Christ, part of the testimony of
Jesus—1 Cor. 12:12; Rev. 1:2,9, 11, 20; 22:16.

G.When this ark is built up, the Lord Jesus will return—19:7; 22:7, 12,
20:

1. The Lord has not come back yet because He is still waiting for the ark to
be built—Matt. 16:18, 27.

2.When the testimony of the church in the Lord's recovery is matured, the
Lord Jesus will return—Rev. 19:7; 22:7, 12, 20.

§Day 6

HANT2 I T HAEMR K KRIT3— IV. God needs the man-child for His greatest dispensational

+=1~5, 7~12:
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move—12:1-5, 7-12:

A.The man-child refers to the overcomers in the church, to the portion
of the people of God who are overcomers—2:26-27; 12:5.

B.The overcomers are the instrument that enables God to achieve His
purpose; the man-child enables God to move—vv. 10-11:

1.The man-child consists of the overcomers who stand on behalf of the
church, take the position that the whole church should take, and do the
work for the church—2:7b, 11b, 17b, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 21; 12:5, 11.

2.When God gains these overcomers, His purpose will be attained, and He
will be satisfied.

C.The universal bright woman represents the totality of God's people,
and the man-child is the stronger part within the woman—Gen. 3:15;
Rev. 12:1-2, 5:
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| fEE22 8t R ENIGRAT A AN — D EEE 1.In the Bible the stronger ones among God's people are considered a

AL > JytHSRER o REYEF R B 50 10 ~ collective unit fighting the battle for God and bringing God's kingdom
11793 down to earth—vv. 5, 10-11.
2 MHEH BT R 22 2L » SERHIYE 5 —172 2.God will use the man-child to fulfill His economy and to accomplish His
Ai—4> 25— 9 #H—9 11> =11 purpose—1 Tim. 1:4; 2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:9, 11; 3:11:
a MR EBZFRFTIHAI UL » 7 SttiyE » (Eh a. God needs the man-child to defeat His enemy and to bring in His kingdom
K E 5N —B+ =10 - so that His eternal purpose might be accomplished—Rev. 12:10.
b EE’J‘TK’E?}%%%%W%%W??‘T 248 HE b.The Lord's recovery is the practicality of God's economy today, and His
BB KRR 5T economy can be carried out only by the man-child—uv. 5.
N BETENREZGOFRITHA X—K><9~ D.The man-child is related to God's most important dispensational
10, 5+=10, +—15: move—Matt. 6:9-10; Rev. 12:10; 11:15:
| B LS SRS, FET i EE A TS 1.God wants to end this age and bring in the age of the kingdom, and for
E BT E R ERE - this He must have the man-child as His dispensational instrument.
2 BT 0 &R T AN HoiFEERHT— 2.The rapture of the man-child brings an end to the church age and
+=5510° introduces the age of the kingdom—12:5, 10.
3 BETHHEEIR F o BB E o DURCR ERY 3.The rapture of the man-child to heaven, the casting of Satan to earth, and
& RIFFZFENEEREM o XEWEAR the declaration in heaven signify that the man-child will bring the kingdom
IATE)—5"9~10T5 > +— 15 to earth; this is God's greatest dispensational move—vv. 5, 9-10; 11:15.
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WEEK1—DAY1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on
earth.

1 Cor. 12:27 Now you are the Body of Christ, and members individually.

16:10 Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without fear; for he is
working the work of the Lord, even as I am.

When God wanted to speak to the children of Israel and to work among them,
He first asked Isaiah, “Whom shall [ send? Who will go for Us?” (Isa. 6:8). Although
God had already decided to speak to the children of Israel and to work in their
midst, He had to find someone on earth who would work with Him according
to His mind. God is still calling and looking for people. He wants to preach the
gospel unto the uttermost part of the earth so that all the nations could receive
His salvation (Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:8; 13:47). However, He must first find and gain
people on the earth who will cooperate with Him and work with Him according to
His mind. As long as there are those who are of the same mind as God and who are
willing to work with Him, God’s work will be carried out on the earth by them. If
God cannot find such ones on the earth, His desire and plan will remain in heaven,
but it will not be carried out or fulfilled on the earth. God can carry out on earth
what He has planned in heaven only when He finds people who will cooperate
with Him. (CWWL, 1950-1951, vol. 2, “Serving according to Revelation,” p. 231)

Today’s Reading

God is omnipotent, but His omnipotence is subject to limitation because
He must have certain conditions suitable for His working. The question is
whether or not we are in the position for Him to show forth His power. | know
that I cannot help God; I cannot further anything of His. But it is possible that
something of me can hinder Him. Sin, unbelief, natural energy, etc., will hinder
the very power of God. The Lord has to give us light to see what He can do, and
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He has to give us light also to see what we can hinder Him from doing. We can
put Him into a position where He cannot do what He wants to do. The Creator
of heaven and earth can be limited by us. May the Lord search our hearts and
deal with us in a drastic way. Is there anything in us that is hindering Him? Are
there props in our Christian life? Is there a leaning to sight or feeling or are
we walking by faith? Is only God in our lives? He is our life and power, but are
there plans, programs, that substitute for Him? Are we trusting Him to bring
something out of nothing? Are we trusting Him to bring the dead back to life?
He is always the God of resurrection. If we abide in Him, we will see light. It
is not by self-examination that we find out what is hindering; it is by being
before Him.

The Body of Christ is that which expresses Christ...The Body can either
be for His expression or His limitation. On earth He moved in a limited
body of flesh; today He moves in a spiritual Body—His church—to express
and manifest Himself. He is moving within His Body in the Spirit. On earth
He manifested Himself in His body, and today He is doing the same. We are
the members of this spiritual Body, and we are either being used to express
Him or we are limiting Him. It will be a great day when the light dawns and
we realize how great our responsibility is. We are the only expression that
Christ has. The Body is the way for Him to express Himself. Outside of our
bodies, what expression do we have? None. In the same principle we are
in the position to give Him a full expression or to limit His expression. For
this reason the complete sovereignty of Christ is of supreme importance. In
order to bring Him to bear on evil situations in the spiritual world and to
express Himself, we must not limit or restrict Him in any way. (CWWN, vol.
46, pp. 1226-1227)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 46, ch. 183; CWWL, 1955, vol. 3, “The Central
Work of God and Proper Spiritual Experience,” ch. 12
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven not to do My own will but
the will of Him who sent Me.

Matt. 26:42 Again...He prayed, saying, My Father,...Your will be done.

God is El Shaddai—in eternity past and also in eternity future nothing can
limit Him. In the two eternities nothing can stop, hinder,; or delay Him. However,
God has a will. He has a Son, but He wanted many sons—a people who would
share His life and manifest His Son. For this reason He created heaven, earth,
and man. But herein lies the trouble: man was created with a free will. The
limitation of God began at this point. From the time of the garden of Eden until
now, three wills have been at work—God'’s, Satan’s, and man’s. God will not
abolish the human will. He wants the human will to be on His side; therefore,
He accepts the limitation that this desire entails. God will not compel man to do
anything as He works toward His goal. In the two eternities God’s omnipotence
is absolute; today His omnipotence is relative, for He is subject to certain
limitations. (CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1227-1228)

Today’s Reading

In creation God put His almighty power under the limitation of the human
will. This will can be on the divine side, or it can be on its own side or Satan’s
side to limit God. If this will is set for God, then there will be something much
more for the glory of God than before creation. Thus, the omnipotence in
eternity future will be much greater than in eternity past. It will be possible to
be limited, but there will be no limitation because we will have been brought to
a place where we stand for everything that is of God. God will therefore have far
greater glory. There will always be a separate will, but it will become so subject
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to God that it is a glory to God. God has run a risk to bring this about. Our
capacity will be the capacity of the power of God; God will be as great as our
capacity allows Him. This is the measure in the earthen vessel. If we enlarge
our capacity, we will enlarge the power of God. Today the power of God is
limited by our capacity, and it is subject to our will, submission, obedience, and
faith. The power of God takes the shape of our faith in Him. We are the meter,
the measure. The divine almightiness today is subject to us.

The One whose will is absolutely identified with God’s and the One in
whom God has no limitations is the Lord Jesus. God can do what He likes with
Him and through Him. Through His death and resurrection a Body has been
formed by the power of the Spirit, and God is looking and seeking for members
who will be fully responsive to Him and in whom His will’s limitations will be
forever done away with....He must have a free way with us before we can bring
in the eternal purpose...The kingdom means that God can do what He wants,
that He has His own way, that He is unhindered, and that He has authority and
power and therefore glory....One day the church will be the vessel of all that He
wants, but it must begin today....We cannot expect God to show forth a greater
measure than what we afford Him. He is absolutely limited. The power of God
today is utterly subject to our measure. God is in many ways no more powerful
than we are. He has put Himself into us and made us His channels. We can shut
Him out or we can release Him. The whole matter of the divine purpose is at
stake.

The Lord must bring us to a place where we have nothing to hinder Him,
where we are pliable in the hands of the Lord. He must bring us to a place of
utter responsiveness to Himself so that He can have a free and unhindered way.
Then there will be nothing that He cannot do. “The Son can do nothing from
Himself” (John 5:19). That is the secret. Oh, this tenacious nature of ours! “Lord,
from today may I have grace not to trust in myself, not to use my own power,
nor to think highly of myself. May all that is hindering You be put under the
blood.” (CWWN, vol. 46, pp. 1228-1229)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 28; CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life
and the Church,” ch. 15
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WEEK 1 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 1:28 ...Fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over every living thing that
moves upon the earth.

Rev. 5:10 And have made them a kingdom and priests to our God; and
they will reign on the earth.

Two words in Genesis are very meaningful. One is subdue in Genesis 1:28,
which can also be translated “conquer.” The other is keep in Genesis 2:15, which
can also be translated “guard.” We see from these verses that God ordained man
to conquer and guard the earth. God’s original intention was to give the earth
to man as a place to dwell. It was not His intention that the earth would become
desolate (Isa. 45:18). God desired, through man, to not allow Satan to intrude
upon the earth, but the problem was that Satan was on earth and intended to
do a work of destruction upon it. Therefore, God wanted man to restore the
earth from Satan’s hand. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 9)

Today’s Reading

Some may ask: Why doesn’t God Himself cast Satan into the bottomless pit
or the lake of fire? Our answer is: God can do it, but He does not want to do it
Himself....God wants to use man to deal with His enemy, and He created man
for this purpose. God wants the creature to deal with the creature. He wants His
creature man to deal with His fallen creature Satan in order to bring the earth
back to God.

Many times the work of saving souls is not necessarily the work of God.
Saving souls solves the problem of man, but the work of God requires
that man exercise authority to have dominion over all things created by
Him. God needs an authority in His creation, and He has chosen man to
be that authority. If we were here just for ourselves as mere men, then all
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our seeking and longing would be to love the Lord more and to be more
holy, more zealous, and save more souls....These things are [good but are]
concerned simply with the benefit of man; God’s work and God’s need are
entirely neglected. We must see that God has His need...Thank God that He
has committed the ministry of reconciliation to us, but even if we have saved
all the souls in the whole world, we have not yet accomplished God’s work
or satisfied God’s requirement. Here is something called God’s work, God’s
need. When God created man, He spoke of what He needed. He revealed
His need to have man rule and reign over all His creation and proclaim His
triumph. Ruling for God is not a small thing; it is a great matter. God needs
men whom He can trust and who will not fail Him. This is God’s work, and
this is what God desires to obtain.

Brothers and sisters, this requires us to pay a price. We know how the
demons can speak. A demon once said, “Jesus I know, and with Paul I am
acquainted; but who are you?” (Acts 19:15). When a demon meets us, will he
flee or not? Preaching the gospel demands that we pay a price, but a much
greater price must be paid to deal with Satan.

This is not a matter of a message or a teaching. This requires our practice,
and the price is extremely great. If we are to be men whom God will use to
overthrow all of Satan’s work and authority, we must obey the Lord completely
and absolutely! In doing other work it matters less if we preserve ourselves
a little, but when dealing with Satan, we cannot leave one bit of ground for
ourselves. We may hold on to something of ourselves in our study of the
Scriptures, in preaching the gospel, in helping the church or the brothers, but
when we are dealing with Satan, self must be utterly abandoned. Satan will
never be moved by us if self is preserved. May God open our eyes to see that His
purpose demands that we be wholly and absolutely for Him. A double-minded
person can never deal with Satan. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” pp.
10-12)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, “Fulfilling God’s Purpose by Growing
in Life and Functioning in Life to Build Up the Church,” ch. 1
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WEEK 1 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 11:7 By faith Noah...prepared an ark for the salvation of his house...
and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Acts 2:40 ...Be saved from this crooked generation.

Rev. 11:15 ...The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

Today is the day of the living Jesus, and God wants a people who live by
this Jesus. These people will be today’s Noah, who terminate the present
generation and usher in the coming age, the age of the kingdom. This is what
the Lord is doing today.... His work is to attract His lovers and seekers who
have a pure motive with an open spirit to follow Him in an absolute way so
that He may have the church life to protest to the whole world against the
present trend, terminate this present age, and bring in God’s kingdom. This
is God’s purpose that He is fulfilling today....The Lord desires “the family of
Noah” to build the ark and testify against the trend of the age so that He can
use them to terminate this age and bring in the kingdom age. What we are
building in the church life is today’s ark for our salvation (Phil. 2:12) and for
the salvation of the ones under our care. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The
Testimony of Jesus,” p. 280)

Today’s Reading

Noah was saved not only from God’s judgment but also from the crooked,
perverted, and evil generation. When Noah went into the ark, Jehovah shut the
door (Gen. 7:16). It is as if God were saying, “Even if you change your mind,
you cannot get out. I have shut you in, and you must stay here."... In one sense
Noah was saved and rescued, but in another sense he was imprisoned. One
of his daughters-in-law might have said, “I prefer my old house with many
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bedrooms, bathrooms, and a large living room. What you preached to us was
good, but this ark is like a prison.”... Noah might have replied to his daughters-
in-law, “What can I do, and where can we go? I cannot open the door. It is not
up to me; it is up to Jehovah. He shut us in. We simply need to remain here. Do
not be bothered; be patient and wait for a little while longer.” After the flood
Noah came out of the ark with his whole family and entered into a new age
(8:16, 18).

At Noah’s time there must have been more than eight persons who feared
God and believed in Him. According to Genesis 5, the early forefathers lived for
a long time. Being godly, they taught their second, third, and further generations
to fear God and trust in Him. Therefore, we can be assured that besides Noah
and his family, there must have been a number of others who believed in God.
Although these may have been saved from eternal perdition, they were not
saved from their perverted generation, and they were not ushered into the new
age. Some may question how it could be that some outside the ark were saved.
However, consider the daily life of many who believe in the Lord Jesus, who
go to the movies, attend nightclubs, watch television, and follow the modern
fashions. Those who partake of these corruptions may be saved from eternal
punishment, but they have not been saved from today’s crooked generation,
and many will not be ushered into the kingdom of Christ to be kings there. No
one who has truly been saved from today’s crooked generation follows the
course of today’s present age. On one hand, we are saved because we believe
that the Lord shed His blood and died for us. Therefore, we will not perish for
eternity. On the other hand, though, we may still go to the department stores
to buy the things of the modern, worldly fashions. If the Lord comes tomorrow,
are we assured that He will usher us into His kingdom? Rather, we may be
punished along with the present generation. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The
Testimony of Jesus,” pp. 321-323)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The Testimony of Jesus,” chs. 1,
3-4, 6-8; CWWL, 1977, vol. 1, “The Lord’s Recovery and the Present Situation of
Religion,” chs. 1, 4
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WEEK 1 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:18 ...I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.

Phil. 2:12-13 ...Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who operates in you...

15 That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation...

Only eight persons were saved in the ark, through water, from that crooked
generation. Many may have been saved from eternal perdition, but not many
entered into the ark. In order to be saved from eternal perdition, there is no
need for us to do anything, but in order to be saved from the evil generation,
we need to build up the ark. Philippians 2:12 says, “Work out your own
salvation.”...This is not salvation from eternal perdition. It is salvation from the
crooked and perverted generation mentioned in verse 15.... Many of us can
only say that we have been saved from eternal perdition....This is only half of
our salvation. We also need to be saved from the other half, from this crooked
and perverted generation. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The Testimony of
Jesus,” pp. 323-324)

Today’s Reading

To be saved from eternal perdition requires us simply to say, “O Lord Jesus,
[ am a sinner. I thank You that You died for me. You are the Son of God, and
You are my Savior. Lord Jesus, forgive me. I repent and believe in You.” This is
sufficient for our salvation by grace. However, the remainder of our salvation
requires our cooperation with God. Philippians 2:13 says, “It is God who
operates in you both the willing and the working for His good pleasure.” To
this we need to say, “Amen to Your work.” If we cooperate with God’s operation,
on the negative side, we will spontaneously be rescued out of this crooked
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generation. On the positive side, we will enter into the ark, which signifies the
proper church life.

We need to enter into the proper church life, which is a “prison” to us....The
parents of some of the saints say, “Pity yourself. Do not go to your church so
often. You have been going to your church every Saturday and Sunday. That is
enough. Do not forget that this is a holiday. Why would you not take a vacation
and enjoy yourself?” However, those who speak in this way do not realize that
we have something better and higher. They do not know the heavenly, spiritual,
and wonderful “entertainment” that we enjoy. We are imprisoned in the church
life, and we love it. The church is a prison, but it is also the best “entertainment.”
(CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The Testimony of Jesus,” p. 324)

While the apostles were preaching the gospel, they were also building the
ark in which they would enjoy full salvation. What was that ark? It was the
corporate Christ. While the apostles were preaching the individual Christ,
they were building up the corporate Christ. Through that corporate Christ,
thousands of people were not only saved from God’s judgment but also from
that crooked and perverse generation.

We are building the church. The church is the corporate Christ (1 Cor.
12:12) which, in a sense, is today’s ark. Thousands of people have been saved
by entering into the church life. Many can testify how they have been saved by
coming into the church. Although you might have been saved for many years,
you were not separated from this crooked world until you came into the church.
That corporate ark separated you. Once we came into the church, no one had to
tell us to come out of the world. We simply began a life of “churching,” coming
to the meetings again and again....By churching, everything of this crooked age
will disappear. What is able to save us from this perverse age? Churching can
save us. We are building the ark that can save us as well as others from the age
condemned by God. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 409-410)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 7, 29-31; CWWL, 1977, vol. 1,
“The Recovery of Christ in the Present Evil Age,” chs. 1-2, 5
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 12:5 And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all
the nations with an iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to
His throne. 10-11 ...Now has come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of
our brothers has been cast down....And they overcame him because of
the blood...and...the word of their testimony...

The seed of the woman in Genesis 3 primarily refers to the Lord Jesus, but
the overcomers also have a part in this seed. The seed of the woman includes
the church, especially the overcomers. Even though the Lord bruised Satan’s
head, he is still at work. The fulfillment of the seed of the woman bruising Satan
can be seen in the man-child in Revelation 12. The only Overcomer includes all
the overcomers (vv. 10-11).

When God changes His attitude toward a certain matter, He makes a
dispensational move. Every dispensational move brings in God’s new way. His
most important dispensational move is in Revelation 12. He wants to end this
age and bring in the age of the kingdom. His purpose is not general and ordinary.
How can He bring this age to a close and bring in another? He must have His
dispensational instrument. (CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” p. 153)

Today’s Reading

The rapture of the man-child brings an end to the church age and introduces
the kingdom age. The man-child enables God to move. If there is not a man-
child and a rapture, God cannot make a dispensational move. We should never
forget that God can be limited. He waits for man in all of His moves. God’s
binding in heaven is based on our binding on earth; God’s loosing in heaven is
based on our loosing on earth. Everything depends on the church.
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It is God’s desire that created beings would deal with fallen created beings.
According to His purpose, the whole church should deal with Satan; however,
the church has failed. Therefore, there is the need for the overcomers to rise
up. God’s purpose is fulfilled in the overcomers because they work with Him.
We can see the principle of the overcomers throughout the Word of God. God
always lays hold of a group of overcomers to make a dispensational move.

In church history the first special move was the Reformation. God used
Luther in this dispensational move. The Brethren were also used.... After the
Welsh revival, a new move of God began. Both Evan Roberts and Mrs. Penn-
Lewis knew about spiritual warfare; they knew how to deal with Satan...When
Evan Roberts was seen after an absence of ten years, he said, “I have been
praying kingdom prayers.” Every time God wants to make a dispensational
move, He must obtain His instrument.

Are we at the end of the age? If we are, the kingdom will soon begin. If a
dispensational move is near, then God needs an instrument. General work
is no longer adequate. The children of God lack a vision; they do not see the
seriousness and intensity of the situation. Now is a matter of dispensation. Just
being a good servant of the Lord is no longer good enough; this is not of great
use to God. Please note that we are not saying that it is of no use. What are we
doing to close this dispensation? What are we doing to bring in the next age?
This is a special time, so there is the need of special Christians to do a special
work.

Today God is waiting for the man-child. Only the rapture can precipitate the
events in Revelation 12:10. God has an order, and He works according to that
order. His eyes have left the church; they are now on the kingdom.

Of all the dispensational moves, the man-child is the greatest because it
removes man’s power and the devil’s power, and it brings in the kingdom.
(CWWN, vol. 34, “The Glorious Church,” pp. 153-154, 156-157)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 1, “The Building of the Church,” ch.
2; CWWL, 1963, vol. 2, “The Living That Fulfills God’s Eternal Purpose,” ch. 4
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WEEK 1 — HYMN
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2. The generation at that time was evil and perverse;
The wickedness upon the earth was waxing worse and worse.
But Noah stood against the age and ne’er the vision lost.
The ark of testimony must be built at any cost.

3. There were at that time many men who said they worshipped God,;
They served Him and they sacrificed and yet *twas very odd,
The very thing that God desired they mocked and ridiculed.
Their heart was set upon this age and by the devil ruled.

4. One day the ark was finished and eight souls were led aboard.
God shut the door and then the heavens opened and outpoured.
It rained, but Noah took no thought for he was safe inside.
When all the earth was flooded, he above it all did ride.

5. The ark was just God’s testimony on the earth that time.
For God had found a corporate man through whom His light could shine.
He needed something built through which He’d fully be expressed,
And now it is the local church where God is manifest.

6. Be careful lest this age would lead you from God’s heart’s desire.
For Jesus’ testimony must set all our hearts afire.
The local churches are the ark, God’s testimony true.
For this we leave the age behind and give our hearts anew.



3

Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




%=
A Y B
Bk
B A

% Hw 11 ~16, BE=13, K=13~17, +Lt5,
Jm—15~16, ¥+w17 ~18

[(A—]

T A ENR, MOKED, £ EPAEA
AR EGE K, A EIANRGE £

— WEZNFARARBEE “BRXRKX ; AT
REHKRGIIE, HREBFHRGEIR, &£
MR THIREMA;, IHRZAREEIXTHE
A F ARG 1E, Rt A Ay S B—K 5 18,
BV 1 ~ 16,

b T &+ A E 4 5 L 2] F AR 69 B AR
KEABER, ATFTAARRSR; ok, “4
%7 (BEBRGTEE—PGHRA) & “
FRErH KRR, ARAR TR EERLY,
= RAE AT AR LSRG E, 75 R AN
B, (&M AE, “BHRNEIREN T,
ﬁﬁ%uﬂ%%%%”&MEA&iﬁ FRA,
MALBGERERSRMGPEA—1 ~12F, &
A—16, W12, AATW 16 ~ 17,
W O “BRERX EMTIEAREN T4, &m%
2ENBAENENITR, iAMA— e EFRT

EfrtERASHERIG (O —F+HA) BMESHE2ANE-FE 1R

1

Week Two

God’s Good Pleasure

Hymns:

Scripture Reading: Eph. 4:11-16; Phil. 2:13; Matt. 3:13-17; 17:5; Gal. 1:15-16; Rom.
14:17-18

§Day 1

I. God's good pleasure, His heart's desire, is to meet the
demand of this age, which is God's need in this age:

A.God does not need "spiritual giants" any longer in this age; what
He needs is the Body testimony, which is the reality of the Body of
Christ consummating in the New Jerusalem; this is to fulfill the Lord's
heart's desire according to His word concerning the building up of His
Body—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:1-16.

B.Verses 15 and 16 say that all the members of the Body grow up into
the Head and function out from the Head; thus, "all the Body" (with
the supplying joints and the functioning of each one part) "causes the
growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love."

C.As ministers of the present age, Brother Nee and Brother Lee are
patterns to us so that we may be perfected "unto the work of the
ministry, unto the building up of the Body of Christ"; we are being
perfected in this present age to become functioning members of the
Body of Christ—vv. 11-12; 1 Tim. 1:16; 4:12; 1 Cor. 4:16-17.

D."Spiritual giants" are a hindrance to the producing of the church
ministry; we need to see what the church is intrinsically; the church
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as the Body of Christ is brought forth when all the one-talented ones
are functioning; talents signify spiritual gifts, and each member of the
Body of Christ has at least one talent—Matt. 25:14-30; Rom. 12:6; 1
Cor. 12:4,12-27; 1 Pet. 4:10:

1.For the work of the Lord, we need the talent, the spiritual gift, that we
may be equipped as good slaves to accomplish God's eternal economy;
surely, we must make all the five-talented ones serve and the two-
talented ones serve, but even more, we must make all the one-talented
ones serve.

2.When five one-talented ones are put together, they equal one who has
five talents; if all the one-talented ones in the church today would bring
forth their talents, there would be no need for so many great gifts among
us; just by the coming forth of the one-talented ones, the whole world
will be conquered (cf. Acts 17:6b)!

3.1f our work does not bring out the one-talented ones, our work is a
failure; 2 Timothy 2:2 and Ephesians 4:11-12 are the way of our work
today; only those who teach others to work will succeed in the work;
today the building up of the church hinges on the perfecting, building up,
and raising up of the one-talented ones; what is needed today is men who
can lead others into their function in serving the Lord for the church, not
men who will replace others in their service.

§Day 2

E.God is recovering the most difficult thing today, which is the
fulfillment of Ephesians 4:11-16; God's ultimate work is the recovery
of the Body testimony.

F.We need to see that the Body can be damaged by the misuse of
"spiritual pursuit” (see Brother Lee's testimony about this in The
History and Revelation of the Lord's Recovery, vol. 2, pp. 346-354):
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1.In the twentieth century Mrs. Penn-Lewis and T. Austin-Sparks were
people with high spiritual attainment who began to work together, but
they were divided and could not be spiritual together; this shows that
being "spiritual” can result in division.

2.Mrs. Penn-Lewis knew the subjective experience of the Lord's death, and
T. Austin-Sparks saw the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection life;
but because he had his own spiritual knowledge and felt that his spiritual
knowledge was higher than that of Mrs. Penn-Lewis, he left and started
his own work; there was even a sense of rivalry between them.

3.Although T. Austin-Sparks was "spiritual, " he was shallow in his
understanding of the church; because he did not have a sufficient
understanding of the church (the oneness of the church and the ground
of the church), during his second and final visit to Taiwan, he expressed
dissenting views, and the loss brought about by this was ten times, even
fifty times, greater than the help he rendered.

4.Before that time we had the one accord and were in harmony, but those
who said that they were "helped” by Brother Austin-Sparks became
factors of division.

5.We surely need to be genuine spiritual men, those who are dominated,
governed, directed, moved, ruled, controlled, and led by our mingled
spirit; a true spiritual man, who lives according to the spirit, will do
everything and speak everything not only in his spirit but also in the
Body, through the Body, and for the Body; if we are truly spiritual, we
will be diligent to "keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of
peace"—Eph. 4:3; 1 Cor. 2:14-15; 3:1, 3.

§Day 3
II. God's good pleasure, God's heart's desire, is what makes God
happy:
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A.God is happy with the creation of the earth; His kingdom will be set
up on the earth—Job 38:4, 7; Matt. 6:10; Rev. 5:10; 11:15; 21:1; Zech.
12:1.

B.God is happy with the creation of man; for each of the items that
God had created, He said "good" (Gen. 1:4, 10, 12, 21, 25), but for the
creation of man, He said "very good" because man had God's image
and had been given God's dominion for the glory of God and the
kingdom of God (vv. 26, 31; Isa. 43:7; Matt. 6:10, 13b).

C.God is happy with the incarnation (Luke 2:9-14); Jesus is the
Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Eternal Father, and the
Prince of Peace to be the unique Governor, and the government of
the Triune God is upon His shoulder (Isa. 9:6-7); He is our Savior and
our Emmanuel, the God-man, the One who is united, mingled, and
incorporated with man (Matt. 1:21, 23; John 14:9-11, 16-20).

D.God is happy with Christ's baptism; when He was baptized to begin
His public ministry, "the heavens were opened to Him.... And behold,
a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in
whom I have found My delight"; the Lord Jesus, taking the standing
of a typical man, was baptized to fulfill all righteousness and to allow
Himself to be put into death and resurrection so that He might live
and minister in resurrection—Matt. 3:13-17.

E.God is happy with the resurrected and glorified Christ; when Christ
was transfigured, as a foreshadowing of His resurrection, "behold, a
voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I
have found My delight. Hear Him!" (17:5); God took pleasure in the
resurrection and glorification of His Son (Luke 24:26).

F. God is happy when His prodigal sons return to Him; the parable of the
prodigal son in Luke 15 may be called the parable of a happy father;
after the father "ran" to his returning son (v. 20), he told his servants
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to bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and he said, "Let us eat and
be merry" (v. 23); here we see the merriment of God.

G.God is happy when His Son is revealed in us—"It pleased God...to

reveal His Son in me" (Gal. 1:15-16)—and when we are fully brought
into the sonship of God (4:4-6; Eph. 1:4-5); this fulfills God's good
pleasure to have many sons for His corporate expression; the Son
revealed in us has brought us into the meaning of the earth, of man,
and of the incarnate, crucified, and resurrected Lord.

§Day 4 & §Day 5

H.God is happy to operate in us "both the willing and the working for

His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13); the Christian life with the supply of
the Body life (1:19) is a happy life; our inward joy is an indication that
we are living and walking according to God's good pleasure; since
the book of Philippians, written by Paul in prison (v. 13; 4:22), is
concerned with the experience and enjoyment of Christ, which issue
in joy, it is a book filled with joy and rejoicing (1:4, 18, 25; 2:2, 17-18,
28-29; 3:1; 4:1, 4).

. God is happy to have a man of God (Psa. 90, title; Deut. 33:1; Ezra

3:2) who lives God and lives out God in order to gain God by being
one with God (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Tim. 6:11-12; Phil. 3:8, 14); Jesus
of Nazareth is the standard pattern of a man of God who lived out
God (John 6:57; 5:19, 30; 10:30); the Lord said that He did not come
to do His own will or to seek His own glory (5:19, 30; 6:38; 7:18);
when we take Christ as our crucified life for His manifestation as
the resurrection life, we will experience Him as the indwelling and
enabling power of resurrection to deny our will and our glory (Phil
3:10; 2 Cor. 4:5-7; Rom. 14:7-9).
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J. God is happy when we eat Christ as our spiritual food in order to

live because of Him (John 6:57); to eat Christ is to eat His words by
exercising our spirit to both pray-read and muse upon His words so
that His words become the gladness and joy of our heart (Jer. 15:16;
Psa. 119:15-16; Josh. 1:8-9); to live because of Christ means that the
energizing element of Christ becomes the supplying factor for us to
live Christ.

K.God is happy when we are daily strengthened into our inner man so

that Christ may make His home in our hearts through faith; our inner
man is our regenerated spirit, which has God's life as its life (Eph.
3:16-17; John 3:6b; Rom. 8:10).

L. God is happy when we remain in our spirit and pay attention to our

spirit (v. 6b); when the Lord says, "Abide in Me" (John 15:4), this
wonderful "Me" is in our spirit, and when we are in Him by being
in our spirit, in us the ruler of this world has nothing—no ground,

no chance, no hope, and no possibility in anything (14:30; cf. 12:31-
32).

M. God is happy when we serve Him as a slave by living in the reality

of the kingdom of God in the way of righteousness, peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit; this is well pleasing to God and approved by men, and
it preserves the oneness of the church for the practical Body life—
Rom. 14:17-18.

§Day 6

N.God is happy when we worship Him in spirit; God's eternal economy

is focused on and is carried out by our mingled spirit—the divine
Spirit mingled together with our human spirit as one spirit—John
4:23-24: Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 1:9.
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0.God is happy when we are one with Him in His ministry to carry

out His eternal economy; in the Lord's ministry we care only for the
divine dispensing of the Triune God, embodied in Christ and realized
as the Spirit, into His chosen people—Eph. 1:9-11; 3:2,9-10; 2 Cor. 3:3,
6; 1 Pet. 4:10.

P.We must be a people in whom, with whom, and through whom God

may have His good pleasure; we must be "determined...to gain the
honor of being well pleasing to Him" (2 Cor. 5:9) by being one with
Christ as the One who sacrificed Himself on the cross to produce new
wine to cheer God and men (Judg. 9:12-13; Matt. 9:17).

Q.God will be happy with our glorification—"The sufferings of this

present time are not worthy to be compared with the coming glory
to be revealed upon us. For the anxious watching of the creation
eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God...The creation itself
will also be freed from the slavery of corruption into the freedom of
the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation
groans together and travails in pain together until now. And not
only so, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan in ourselves, eagerly awaiting sonship, the
redemption of our body"—Rom. 8:18-19, 21-23; cf. Eph. 1:4-5.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:15-16 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him
in all things, who is the Head, Christ, out from whom all the Body,
being joined together and being knit together through every joint of
the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in
love.

Today...God no longer needs spiritual giants. He needs the testimony of
the Body. Today we only need to be members. A small member is a member,
and a big member is also a member. No member can be the whole Body.
When the whole church rises up to preach the gospel, others will say that
the church saved them; they will not say that Dr. So-and-so saved them....
This is not the time for the co-workers to serve the Lord by themselves but
the time for the whole church to rise up to serve Him together. (CWWL,
1932-1949, vol. 2, p. 242)

Today God is doing the work of recovering the Body testimony. The gifts
that He has given are for the perfecting of the saints for the ministry. One or
two specially gifted workers no longer can fulfill the task; all the brothers and
sisters can preach the gospel, heal the sick, edify the saints, and save the lost.
The church can beget, be established, be revived, be firm, and rise up to serve.
It will be built up like the New Jerusalem and be strong. (CWWN, vol. 62, p.
271)

Today’s Reading

We have to recover the kind of preaching [of the gospel] that is done by the whole
church. We do not need to invite people with big advertisements. Rather, we should
ask all the brothers and sisters to invite people individually.... In this way the whole
church will be able to rise up to serve. This kind of service will be the whole Body
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serving together. If we have only a few serving today, we have not reached God’s
standard. [Today] God wants to bring in the ministry of the church and the service
of the church. In China and even in the whole world, there seem to be no great
evangelists being raised up. Not only are there no new ones being raised up, but the
old ones are passing away. Some should not have passed away according to their age
or their ministry, but they did pass away. This is probably because spiritual giants
are a hindrance to producing the church ministry...Even among the co-workers now,
there is always the sense of loneliness. Although the term coordination is not there,
there is a cry for the reality of coordination. (Messages Given during the Resumption
of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, 1st ed., vol. 2, pp. 324, 327-328)

All the problems in the church today issue from the one-talented ones. The
Lord has shown us that there is not one whose gift exceeds five talents. For a
span of twenty years the church may have only one with five talents, but every
day the church can have five persons, each with one talent. Any one of the
children of God, even the one in the poorest condition, still has one talent; and
when you put five of the one-talented ones together, it equals one who has five
talents. If all the one-talented ones in the church today would bring forth their
talents, there would be no need of so many great gifts among us. Just by the
coming forth of the one-talented ones, let me tell you, the whole world will be
conquered.

You must be clear, therefore, that it is not how much work you yourselves
can do or how much burden you yourselves can bear, but it is how much you
are able to cause all the brothers and sisters, all the one-talented ones, to come
forth to work and serve.... If it is you alone who are busy from dawn to dusk,
this is not the church. If you are busy from morning to evening and you cause
all the one-talented ones to work and be busy, this is the church serving, this
is the church preaching the gospel. It is the church that is working; it is the
Body that is acting and not several members replacing the activity of the Body.
(Watchman Nee, Further Talks on the Church Life, The Stream Publishers,
1974, pp. 143-144)

Further Reading: Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman
Nee’s Ministry, 2nd ed., vol. 1, chs. 26, 45-46, 49-50
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:12-13 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry,
unto the building up of the Body of Christ, until we all arrive at the
oneness of the faith...

3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

God is recovering the most difficult thing today.... Ephesians 4 says that
the work of the ministry is to arrive at the oneness of the faith. The church is
the Body of Christ, and it builds itself up in love. We are not concerned about
things like the new heaven, the new earth, and the lake of fire. But when I lie
on my bed, | am always apprehensive about the fulfillment of Ephesians 4....
Among God’s children today, there is much confusion, and there are all kinds
of divisions. When will we be one? Today there are all kinds of ministries; the
situation is very complicated. How can this chapter be recovered?

Yet...we believe that there will be a day when God’s recovery will reach
the fulfillment of Ephesians 4. God is doing a recovery work everywhere. The
ultimate work among all these works may very well be the recovery of the
Body testimony. God’s leading today is to bring us back to the beginning and
to recover us to the condition at the beginning. (Messages Given during the
Resumption of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, 1st ed., vol. 2, pp. 486-487)

Today’s Reading

For two thousand years the church has been severely damaged by so-called
“spiritual pursuit.” It may be hard to accept this word, because nothing seems
to be wrong with spiritual pursuit. Yes, spiritual pursuit is very good, but it also
can damage and ensnare people. In the past two thousand years a few have
been helped by spiritual pursuit. However, a great number have been hurt due
to spiritual pursuit. This does not mean that spiritual pursuit in itself is wrong,
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nor does it mean that we should not have spiritual pursuit. Rather, it means
that people have misused spiritual pursuit.

Around the age of fifty Mrs. Penn-Lewis, [a person with high spiritual
attainment], gained a young co-worker named T. Austin-Sparks....They worked
together for a short time, and then he left and started his own meeting...
because she completely spiritualized the Lord’s table and baptism. Mrs.
Penn-Lewis felt that there was no need of actual water in a baptism because
as long as a person experienced the Holy Spirit, he was truly baptized. It was
the same with the Lord’s table. Mrs. Penn-Lewis and T. Austin-Sparks, who
were quite spiritual, were divided and could not be spiritual together. This
shows that being “spiritual” can result in division. Mrs. Penn-Lewis knew the
subjective experience of the Lord’s death. This was truly precious. T. Austin-
Sparks saw the resurrection of Christ, the resurrection life, and the principle
of the Body. This seeing was also extremely precious.... Why did T. Austin-
Sparks leave after both of them had worked together for a period of time? It
was because he had his own spiritual knowledge and felt that his spiritual
knowledge was higher than that of Mrs. Penn-Lewis. Thus, he left and started
his own work.

T. Austin-Sparks came twice and gave some spiritual messages that
rendered us help in some respects. However, because he did not have a
sufficient understanding of the church, the oneness of the church, the ground
of the church, and the keeping of the oneness on the ground of the church, but
instead expressed dissent, the loss brought about by this was ten times, even
fifty times, greater than the help he rendered. For a period of ten years we were
suffering because he wiped out all our labor from 1949 and damaged many
excellent young people. Thankfully, this is not an ordinary Christian work.
Otherwise, it would have collapsed a long time ago. Since this is the Lord’s
recovery, the roots and the hidden flow of life are still here; hence, we are again
seeing fruit being produced. (CWWL, 1981, vol. 2, “The History and Revelation
of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 328, 331, 335)

Further Reading: Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman
Nee’s Ministry, 1st ed., vol. 2, chs. 46-47, 53, 55, 61
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 3:16-17 And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him.... And behold,
a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in
whom | have found My delight.

Gal. 1:15-16 ... to reveal His Son in

me...

It pleased God, who set me apart...,

God’s good pleasure was expressed first in the creation of the earth [cf. Job
38:4,7].

God'’s kingdom will be set up on earth, not on any other planet (Matt. 6:10;
Rev. 11:15). The eternal universe will be called the new heaven and the new
earth (21:1). God’s eternal kingdom will not be on the moon or on Mars. The
earth is where His pleasure lies, even unto eternity. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life
Messages, Volume 1,” pp. 418-419)

Today’s Reading

As God saw man in the midst of the rest of His creation, His love toward man
prompted Him to say “very good” [Gen. 1:31]. Man is the delight of God’s heart.
God loves the earth because it was prepared for this man in whom He delights.

As happened when the foundations of the earth were laid, the heavenly
hosts rejoiced also at the incarnation. The angel of the Lord brought “good
news of great joy” to the shepherds [Luke 2:9-14]. What made God so pleased
with the advent of the “Savior..., who is Christ the Lord” (v. 11)? Before the
incarnation the earth was the earth, man was man, and God was God. But at
this point God made Himself one with man. Jesus is the mingling of God and
man. “They shall call His name Emmanuel’ (which is translated, God with us)”
(Matt. 1:23). When Jesus was living on this earth, He was a wonder. He was the
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great God mingled with His creature.

Christ began His public ministry by being baptized....The word delight [in
Matthew 3:17] is from the same root in Greek as good pleasure in Ephesians
1:5 and 9. The Father took pleasure in this One who turned Himself over to
John the Baptist to be baptized. By receiving baptism He was symbolically
receiving the cross. This is apparent from His questions to the sons of Zebedee
much later: “Are you able to drink the cup which I drink, or to be baptized with
the baptism with which [ am baptized?” (Mark 10:38). By baptism He meant
His crucifixion. In the eyes of God, then, the death of Christ was pleasant. God
delights in the crucified Christ. From week to week as we have the Lord’s table,
we display this pleasant death to the universe (1 Cor. 11:26).

God’s good pleasure is wrapped up with us [cf. Gal. 1:15-16]. There was joy
in heaven the day we were saved because the Son of God was then revealed in
us. This pleasure of God relates to all the other things that made God happy.
If there had been no earth, how could Jesus have lived in Nazareth? Without
the creation of man, how could there be Emmanuel, God with us? Without the
earth and man, there could not have been the incarnation, crucifixion, and
resurrection of the Son of God. It was by His mingling with man that He became
the Son of Man, instead of remaining as only the Son of God.

When He came into us, the meaning of the earth, of man, of the incarnation,
of the crucifixion, and of the resurrection all became our portion. Where is
Christ today? He is universal. He is both God and man. He is in the heavens
and on the earth. We are one with Him. At one time we were ordinary people,
insignificant sinners. But now there is something wonderful about us. It is hard
for us to explain to others what we are, who we are, and even where we are!
The Son revealed in us has brought us into the meaning of the earth, of man,
and of the incarnated, crucified, and resurrected Lord. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life
Messages, Volume 1,” pp. 419-421)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,” chs. 33-38;
CWWN, vol. 50, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (3),” ch. 49
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:13 For it is God who operates in you both the willing and the
working for His good pleasure.

John 5:30 ...I1 do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me.

Our life, the Christian life and the church life, is according to God’s good
pleasure. The Christian life is a happy life. Many times the New Testament
exhorts us to be happy. “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice” (Phil.
4:4). We should be rejoicing day after day, not in ourselves but in the Lord. We
are a people “singing and psalming with [our] heart to the Lord, giving thanks
at all times for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to our God and
Father” (Eph. 5:19-20).

[We are happy] because we have the very God working within us both the
willing and the working for His good pleasure [Phil. 2:13]....When we are happy,
we are registering God’s happiness within us. Our inward joy is an indication
that we are living and walking according to His good pleasure.

God has predestinated us human beings to be His sons (Eph. 1:5). This is
according to His good pleasure.

The most pleasant thing to God is to have some people on this earth who
are living Him. This is His heart’s desire. Even if you are young, God wants you
to live Him before your family.... Living Him means being one with Him. This
is what makes you a man of God. It is not merely that you represent Him. God
wants to be lived out of you. In your speaking, He would speak. He would like
the work that you do to be what He is doing. You are only a human being, but
you can have a divine living. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,
pp. 422,425-426)

Today’s Reading
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Paul wrote [the Epistles to Timothy] when the church was in a state of
degradation. In such a time “the man of God may be complete, fully equipped
for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17). Would you like to be a man of God? The
preceding verse tells us the way: “All Scripture is God-breathed” (v. 16). By
breathing in God’s Word, spontaneously you will live God. Take ten minutes
every morning to pray-read the Word. By breathing in His Word and eating of
Him, you will become a man of God.

[Jesus of Nazareth is] the standard pattern of a man of God.... However, He
did not live out Himself. He explained His relation to the Father in this way: “As
the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father...” (John 6:57).
He also told the Jews, “Truly, truly, I say to you, The Son can do nothing from
Himself except what He sees the Father doing, for whatever that One does,
these things the Son also does in like manner” (5:19). He could say, “I can do
nothing from Myself” (v. 30). In 10:30 He went on to say, “I and the Father are
one.” Here was a man who lived out God. This is why the Father delighted in
Him. However much you try to do for God, He will not be impressed. Simply live
Him, and you will touch His heart.

Since we have within us our own life as well as the divine life, how are we
to live out the divine life? We can see from the life of Jesus that there must
be a setting aside of our own life. He said, “I have come down from heaven
not to do My own will but the will of Him who sent Me” (6:38). This verse
clearly indicates that the Lord Jesus had a will of His own but that He laid
it aside. Problems arise when we seek our own will and glory. These two
terms comprise the essence of our human life. Because we feel insignificant,
whenever we get a little job,...we get annoyed if anyone interferes with the way
we do it. But there will be peace in the family and peace in the church if we
have the grace to put aside our will and our glory. “Lord, make me willing to lay
aside my will, as You did when You were on this earth. Grant me the grace to
live on earth not seeking my own glory. Lord, be the grace within me that I may
put aside my will and my glory.” (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,
pp. 426-428)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,”
ch. 3; Life-study of Matthew, msgs. 65-66
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

John 15:4 Abide in Me and | in you...

Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the
spirit is life and peace.

It is beyond our ability to lay aside our will and our glory, however willing
we may think we are. Such a life can be lived only in resurrection. The Lord
Himself is the resurrection (John 11:25). Only in Him can we have a life under
the cross.

The Father’s pleasure is that we fall into the earth and die, that is, that we
live a crucified life. When we die, the inner power of life will be energized.
Death ushers in the resurrection power. “Lord, open my eyes to see that my will
and my glory have to be put aside. Then show me that You are the resurrection
power within me. I praise You that [ am not a lifeless stone. I am a grain of
wheat. Within me You are the resurrection power. Lord, give me the vision that
if I die, You live. I am here before You.” The Lord will work in us the willingness.
It does not come from ourselves. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,
pp. 429-430)

Today’s Reading

Our soul is the natural man. Our spirit, regenerated and indwelt by the
Holy Spirit, is the inner man. It is this second person, the inner man, that is the
object of God’s good pleasure. In actuality, this person is Jesus Christ, mingled
with you....The person in your soul is offensive and displeasing to God, but the
One in your spirit is a sweet fragrance to Him.

God wants us to be persons in the spirit. The soul’s use is as an organ; it is

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021) - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 9



TRERNIAM. KT, E—RWEFEF, KAK
ZEEMAREIR, XARER, RREEHKT, -
EREFBIMRRBESL: W, REE, KF -
WAL, KAEARANEA; REENR, FAAEN
R, AERROFANML. BHEEE. 721, —F 17,
THERE, 2 HERE, REAFZETHWAMGE, 7

e ERBAERNMBEMRBNFE, LU0
BB EWmAR., EEMGENXE, HLEER
ML H kM E LM, XTERH RN
EFHEF, BRG], B4 FEBRATT,
A ERKET « RATFTIERT A, T7= 5% #
R, AARSUMEIETIABNER,

FWRETR A HEE, WA RNEITAEE.
ETHRETIEBANGESE X RN EEHHALE,
EEELSFERNALA, EARERNBEMHTH, &
AMTEHNEZ L. - REHFEH, “EW, BRAHIE,
AAERELANREAEEELS. RERRBENF
B, BEERARNR, FREUMRIETHAL,
MEHNRET R %, ERVERE. KX EKEA
WEHE, EREMTH, RAMTHNZE, 7

BERXYEMNAAMBINETNAL, EEELZXE
BATCE, FEERNAMREE, RAMEREWE,
XM EN. LR KMNBRFL—AF. DNEFE,
HENEF, ANF, ANF—RNHBLFAERE, -
TP “&” RAEKINORE. BEEMET, (4
ta4, ) RN EH T, BEEARE, fEd
HRT, RELE X, -HELKNTEREREER.
KN A ERNANRE, ERINOE, TRINGE, &
MrzaANNH T, (FEIZXE-ILNFE M,
AL AT LRI ZEARAIE, RN AT AR

S MENGEY, F—F; fIFFXEF 4
ET--M, F=+=. =1TFK.

O —=FtHABEMmKERASERERILG -F2RA RMES - 103

not to be our person. Many, many times in the course of the day, however, we
travel back and forth from spirit to soul and from soul to spirit. Ask the Lord to
help you practice. “Lord, thank You that | have a new person. I am not that old
man. My regenerated spirit, indwelt by You, is my new person. Help me to walk,
live, act, and speak in the spirit, no longer in the soul. I want to live by the inner

”n

marn.

[The Father’s] good pleasure is that we be strengthened into the inner man
according to the riches of His glory. Morality and ethical virtue cannot compare
with the expression of the divine life through us. It is not a matter of staying away
from department stores or from places of worldly entertainment because we do not
love the world anymore. That attitude is too shallow. What we do is the outcome of
our being strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man.

The Lord’s recovery is not for doctrines or for outward practices. It is for
the experience of being strengthened into our inner man, that Christ may
occupy our whole being until eventually we are filled with God unto His full
expression.... Pray, “Father, thank You for my regenerated spirit where Christ
dwells. Do strengthen me according to the riches of Your glory, through Your
powerful Spirit, into my inner man. Spread out from my spirit and settle also in
my heart. Make Your home in my whole inward being, that [ may be filled with
You, unto Your full expression.”

May the Father strengthen us all into the inner man, that Christ may make
His home in our hearts, and that we may be built together into a dwelling place
of God in spirit. This is His good pleasure. Whatever confronts us—things
great or small, good or bad, right or wrong—we need to be in our spirit....This
wonderful “Me” is right in our spirit. We must abide in Him [cf. John 15:4]. Stay
there. If you have moved out, move back in. God is happy when He sees that
we remain in our spirit. Our spirit is our hope. It is our home. It is our country.
There is no place else that we should be. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages,
Volume 1,” pp. 450-451, 453-455, 446-447)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 3, “The Divine Economy,” ch. 1; CWWN,
vol. 62, chs. 23, 30
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truthfulness.

Rom. 1:9 For God is my witness, whom | serve in my spirit in the gospel
of His Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my
prayers.

God’s New Testament economy is focused on our human spirit and is carried
out by the divine Spirit and the human spirit being mingled together [cf. 1
Cor. 6:17]. Paul says, “To me, to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Who is Christ? Is He
not God? Who is “me”? It is Saul of Tarsus, a mere man. How could a man live
God? We do not understand very well, but we can enjoy what the Word says
by eating it. When the Word says that we are joined to Him in one spirit, we
reply, “Hallelujah! [ am a man, but I have a spirit! [ am one spirit with the Lord!”
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,” p. 458)

Today’s Reading

In John 4:23 and 24 we are told that God is to be worshipped in spirit. The
word in may be considered as an instrumental preposition and can therefore be
translated “with.” We worship with our spirit. This indicates that our spirit serves
as an organ. We see with our eyes, hear with our ears, and worship with our spirit.
When we say we worship in spirit, we mean that we worship in the realm of the
spirit. When we say we worship with our spirit, we mean that the spirit is the part
of our being by which we worship. The spirit then has become not only the new
person, the inner man, but also the new organ with which we worship God.

The word worship in Greek implies also the thought of service...The word
serve [in Romans 1:9] is translated “worship” in some other versions. Whether
we say worship or serve, the meaning is the same. Our worship is our service to
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God; our service to Him is also our worship. When we worship Him, we serve
Him; when we serve Him, we worship Him.

The most pleasant thing in the eyes of God today is that we remain in our
spirit. May we not want to say anything apart from our spirit. May we not want
to go anywhere or do anything without being in our spirit. All day long “in
spirit” should govern us and direct all our activities. If we speak, think, move,
and act in spirit, we are victorious, holy, and spiritual. We will be pleasant
not only to ourselves but to God and others as well. Such a daily life is a good
pleasure to God. A Christian life and a church life that are in spirit are what
please Him.

The day will come when we will all be glorified. We will be with Christ
on the Mount of Transfiguration. In that day God will be beside Himself with
excitement and will call Satan’s attention to us: “Satan, look at My children!
My children are glorified!” Surely this thought is hinted at in Romans 8: “The
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the coming
glory to be revealed upon us. For the anxious watching of the creation eagerly
awaits the revelation of the sons of God....The creation itself will also be freed
from the slavery of corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. For we know that the whole creation groans together and travails in
pain together until now. And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan in ourselves, eagerly awaiting
sonship, the redemption of our body” (vv. 18-19, 21-23).

The recovery is for God to regain His good pleasure. Surely today’s
Christianity is no source of joy to Him. We must be a people among whom
God may have His good pleasure. We are now living and walking according to
the pleasure of God. That pleasure will reach its climax on the day that we are
glorified. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Life Messages, Volume 1,” pp. 457, 463, 422-
423)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The God-man Living,” chs. 8,
10, 14; CWWL, 1987, vol. 3, “The Scriptural Way to Meet and to Serve for the
Building Up of the Body of Christ,” ch. 26
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Week Three

The Need to Develop Our Faith
in the Lord and Our Love for Him
Hymns:

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:8; Gal. 5:6; 3:2; Eph. 6:23; Heb. 12:2a; Rom. 5:5; 8:39; 1
John 4:8, 16

§Day 1

I. We need to develop and perfect our faith in the Lord and our
love for Him—the One whom we have not seen—1 Pet. 1:8;
Heb. 12:2a; 1 John 2:5; 4:12, 17-18:

A.Jesus Christ, "whom having not seen, you love; into whom though
not seeing Him at present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is
unspeakable and full of glory"—1 Pet. 1:8:

1. Although we have never seen the Lord Jesus, we love Him; at present we
cannot see Him, yet we believe in Him—uv. 8:

a. It is a wonder and a mystery that the believers love One whom they have
not seen.

b.We love Him whom we have not seen because of believing, that is,
because of the faith that has been infused into us through our hearing of
the living word—Gal. 3:2.

2.The believers "exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory"—1 Pet.
1:8:
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a. We exult with a joy that is immersed in glory.

b. This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus, it is full of the expression
of the Lord—2 Cor. 3:18.

3.By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we obtain great joy.

4. The normal condition of a Christian is to "exult with joy that is
unspeakable and full of glory"—1 Pet. 1:8.

§Day 2

B."Faith avails, operating through love"—Gal. 5:6:

1. Living faith is active; it operates through love.
2.Faith receives the Spirit of life; thus, it is full of power—3:2.

3.Faith operates through love to fulfill God's purpose, that is, to complete
the sonship of God for His corporate expression—the Body of
Christ—4:3-5; Rom. 12:4-5.

4. Love is related to our appreciation of Christ—Eph. 3:8, 17-18; Col. 2:2:
a. Without such an appreciation, faith cannot operate—Gal. 5:6.

b. The hearing of faith awakens our loving appreciation—Rom. 10:17; Gal.
3:2, 5.

c. The more we love the Lord, the more faith operates to bring us into the
riches of the all-inclusive Spirit—v. 14; Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1:109.

C."Peace to the brothers and love with faith from God the Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ"—Eph. 6:23:

1.Love with faith is the means by which we partake of and experience
Christ—1 Tim. 1:14.

2.We need faith as a match and support for our love—Titus 3:15.

§Day 3
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II. "Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our
faith"—Heb. 12:2a:

A.Faith and love are two inseparable, excellent virtues of the believers
in Christ—1 Tim. 1:14; 2 Tim. 1:13; Titus 3:15; Gal. 5:6:
1. Through faith we receive the Lord, and through love we enjoy the Lord
whom we have received—J]ohn 1:12; 14:21; 21:15-17.

2.By faith we receive the Lord and therefore please God; by love we enjoy
the Lord and thereby keep His word—Heb. 11:6; John 14:23.

3.By faith we receive and enjoy the divine life that is revealed and
ministered to us in the Gospel of John; by love we love the Lord and those
who belong to Him—3:16, 36; 20:31; 21:15-17; 13:34-35.

§Day 4

B.Faith is for appreciating, substantiating, and receiving the unlimited
riches of the Triune God—1:12; Eph. 3:16-17a:

1.Faith is given to us by God so that by it we may receive Christ, the
embodiment of the Triune God, and thereby enter into the Triune God
and be joined to Him as one, having Him as our life, life supply, and
everything—?2 Pet. 1:1.

2.By faith in the Lord, we receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life—
Acts 10:43; John 3:16.

3.When we believe in the Lord, we believe into Him—v. 15:

a. By believing into Him, we enter into Him to be one with Him, to partake
of Him, and to participate in all that He has accomplished for us.

b.By believing into Him, we are identified with Him in all that He is and in
all that He has passed through, accomplished, attained, and obtained—1
Cor. 1:30; Eph. 2:5-6; Col. 3:1.
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§Day 5

C.Love is for experiencing, enjoying, and living out the immeasurably
rich Triune God—Mark 12:30; 2 Cor. 13:14:

1.Love issues out of faith and enables us to live out all the riches of the
Triune God in Christ with those who have believed into Christ with us in

order that the Triune God may have a glorious corporate expression—
Eph. 3:19-21.

2.Love is for the believers to minister and transmit the Triune God to their
fellow believers so that all the believers may love one another with divine,
transcendent love and live a corporate life in Christ—Rom. 12:4-5, 10.

3.0ur love for the Lord must be absolute—Matt. 10:37; 1 John 2:15; Rev.
12:11.

4.To give the Lord the first place in all things is to love Him with the first
love, the best love—Col. 1:18; Rev. 2:4.

5."To love God means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body, with
the heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him,
that is, to let our entire being be occupied by Him and lost in Him, so that
He becomes everything to us and we are one with Him practically in our
daily life"—1 Cor. 2:9, footnote 3.

§Day 6
[II. "The love of God has been poured out in our hearts through

the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us"—Rom. 5:5:

A.God has poured out His love in our hearts with the Holy Spirit, who
has been given to us, as the motivating power within us, that we may
more than conquer in all our tribulations—v. 5; 8:39.

B.The love of God is God Himself—1 John 4:8, 16.
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C.God as love is the divine essence that has been poured out in our
hearts—Rom. 5:5:

1. The pouring out of the love of God in our hearts is a matter of the essence
of God.

2.Because we have been regenerated, we have love as the nature of God's
essence within us.

3.As believers, deep in our hearts we have something of the divine essence,
and this is God the Father in His love.

D.Because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts, the heart
of every believer in Christ is a heart of love—Eph. 3:17.

E.In our experience and enjoyment of God as the Father in His love, we
experience and enjoy the dispensing of love as the nature of God's
essence into our hearts—Rom. 5:5, 8; 8:35, 39; 15:30; 2 Cor. 13:14.
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WEEK 3—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:7-9 So that the proving of your faith... may be found unto praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; whom having
not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present, yet
believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,
receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Lord is with us today (Matt. 28:20) but in a hidden, veiled way. His
coming back will be His revelation, when He will be seen openly by all.

Although we have never seen the Lord Jesus, we love Him. At present we
cannot see Him, yet we believe in Him [1 Pet. 1:8]. It is a wonder and a mystery
that the believers love One whom they have not seen. We love Him whom we
have not seen because of believing, that is, because of the faith that has been
infused into us through our hearing of the living word (Gal. 3:2).

Joy “full of glory” [1 Pet. 1:8] is joy immersed in glory. We exult with a joy
that is immersed in glory. This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus,
it is full of the expression of the Lord. This joy is also unspeakable; it is a
joy that is beyond our ability to utter. Things that are wonderful are also
unspeakable. By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we obtain great joy.
The normal condition of a Christian is to “exult with joy that is unspeakable
and full of glory” [v. 8]. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3854-
3855)

Today’s Reading

Concerning faith there are two aspects, the objective aspect and the
subjective aspect. Objectively faith is what we believe. Subjectively faith is our
believing. Therefore, faith denotes both the act of believing and that in which
we believe.... As we hear about those things in which we are to believe, faith is
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produced within us. The more we hear about these good things, the more we
appreciate them. Spontaneously this appreciation issues in our believing in
those very things about which we have heard. Therefore, faith is both objective
and subjective.

The subjective aspect of faith implies at least eight items. First, faith involves
hearing. Without the hearing of the word, there can be no faith. Faith comes from
hearing. The word we hear includes God, Christ, the Spirit, the cross, redemption,
salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life. It also includes the fact that God has been
processed to become the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit. According to the New
Testament, the gospel tells us of all these matters. When the gospel is preached
in a proper way, those who hear it will be stirred up and filled with appreciation.
Their hearing of the word of the gospel is the beginning of their believing.

Second, faith also implies appreciation. After hearing the word of the gospel,
a sense of appreciation spontaneously rises up in those who hear. This is true
not only of those hearing the gospel for the first time, but for all believers in
Christ. Whenever we hear the word in a proper way, this hearing awakens more
appreciation for the Lord.

This appreciation is followed by calling, the third item implied in the
subjective aspect of faith. All those who appreciate the Lord Jesus...will
spontaneously call, “O Lord Jesus.” Perhaps instead of calling on Him in this
way, they will utter some word of appreciation for the Lord. Perhaps they will
say, “Oh, how good the Lord Jesus is!”

Fourth, faith implies receiving. By appreciating the Lord Jesus and calling on
Him, we spontaneously receive Him.... The fifth aspect [is] that of accepting....
Those who hear the gospel and appreciate the Lord Jesus automatically accept
Him as well as receive Him. Sixth, faith includes becoming joined to the Lord
Jesus. By receiving and accepting Him, we are joined to Him. Then, [seventh and
eighth], we partake of Him and enjoy Him. Faith partakes of and enjoys what it
receives and accepts. (Life-study of Galatians, pp. 122-123)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 124,
382; Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 6; Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 2; Life-study of
Galatians, msg. 14
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WEEK 3—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 5:5-6 For we by the Spirit out of faith eagerly await the hope of
righteousness....Faith avails, operating through love.

Eph. 6:23 Peace to the brothers and love with faith from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Love with faith is the means by which we partake of and experience Christ
(1 Tim. 1:14). Faith is for receiving Him (John 1:12), and love is for enjoying
Him (John 14:23). [In Ephesians 6:23] it is not faith and love nor love and faith,
but love with faith. This indicates that we need faith as a match and support
for our love. Love with faith is needed. This is the conclusion of [Ephesians],
the book on the church. The church needs to enjoy Christ in love with faith,
which operates through love (Gal. 5:6). Love comes from God to us, and faith
goes from us to God. By means of this traffic of love and faith, peace remains
our portion....This traffic also keeps us in the continual supply of grace, in the
enjoyment of the Lord (Eph. 6:24). (Eph. 6:23, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

[In Galatians 5:5] by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit, ... is in contrast with by the
flesh (3:3). Furthermore, out of faith [5:5] is in contrast with out of the works
of law (3:2). The hope of righteousness [5:5] means the righteousness we hope
for, which is Christ Himself (1 Cor. 1:30). It is not out of works of law in the
flesh but out of faith in the Spirit. Christ is our hope of righteousness. He is our
righteousness today, and He is our hope to come.

In Galatians 5:5 Paul puts the Spirit together with faith. We have pointed
out that the Spirit is typified by the land. We have also seen that faith is the
camera which photographs the scenery of grace. In order to have the proper
enjoyment, we need to have the Spirit as the all-inclusive land and faith as the
means to enjoy this land. As we enjoy the Spirit by faith, we eagerly await the
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coming hope of righteousness.

In 5:6 Paul goes on to say, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision avails
anything nor uncircumcision, but faith avails, operating through love.”
Apart from the Spirit and faith, nothing else avails. In Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything. What avails is the Spirit
on God’s side and faith on our side. The Spirit is the all-inclusive land for our
enjoyment, and faith is the organ by which we participate in this rich land and
enjoy it.

In 5:6 Paul also says that faith operates through love. Living faith is
active. It operates to work out the fulfillment of the law through love (v. 14).
Circumcision is simply an outward ordinance having no power of life. Hence, it
avails nothing. It has no force or practical power. Faith receives the Spirit of life
(3:2), which is full of power. It operates through love to fulfill not only the law,
but also God’s purpose, that is, to complete the sonship of God for His corporate
expression.

Love is related to our appreciation of Christ. Without such an appreciation, faith
cannot operate. When we have the hearing of faith, this hearing awakens our loving
appreciation, and this appreciation causes faith to operate. Faith operates because
it participates in the riches of the life-giving Spirit. The more we have the hearing
of faith, the more appreciation and love we have. The more love we have for the
Lord, the more faith operates. The more faith operates, the more it brings us into
the riches, the profit, of the all-inclusive Spirit. Instead of being deprived of profit in
Christ, we are thus abundantly enriched. Instead of being brought to nought from
Christ, we are strengthened with the bountiful supply of the all-inclusive Spirit.

Faith receives the Spirit of life (3:2) and operates through love to fulfill the
law (5:13). Faith operating through love thus completes the sonship of God
for His corporate expression. This faith is the camera which photographs the
scenery of grace, the very grace that is the all-inclusive Christ as the life-giving
Spirit for our enjoyment. (Life-study of Galatians, pp. 224-226)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msgs. 14, 25; Life-study of
Ephesians, msg. 67
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WEEK 3—DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down on the right hand of the throne of God.

11:6 But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he
who comes forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it is impossible to please God. This
is a very strong word. To please God is to make God happy. Without faith it is
impossible for you and me to make God happy....This shows the importance of
faith.

Only faith can make God happy, and faith is to believe that God is. It is not
I, but Christ. To believe that God is, is the only way, the unique way, to make
God happy, to please God.... While you are combing your hair, you should say,
“No longer I, but Christ.” But with many sisters it is not Christ, but them. If
Christ were doing the combing, He would not comb your hair according to
your way. You have to remember this. When you comb your hair, you should be
able to say, “Praise the Lord. It is no longer I, but Christ.” You and I have to do
everything in this way. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 275, 280)

Today’s Reading

When brothers come to visit me, quite often I pray, “Lord, the brothers are
coming to see me. I am not the one who can meet their need. Lord, You are the
One.” This is faith—believing that I should be out and believing that He should
be in. I must deny myself in everything and trust in Him in everything. To deny
yourself and to trust in Him is faith. This is to believe that God is. Even at the
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end of a ministry meeting, we may say, “Saints, now it is your turn to share.”
But we have to say, “It is not our turn, but Christ’s turn.” If we live in this way;,
the riches of Christ will come out of our mouth. Quite often before coming to a
meeting, | pray to the Lord, “Lord, I should not be the speaker, but You. I have
been crucified, but You live in me. You should be the speaker.” This makes a big
difference—to deny the self, to trust in the Lord, that is, to believe that God is.
(CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,”
pp. 280-281)

Faith is for receiving Him (John 1:12), and love is for enjoying Him (14:23).
In the Gospel of John we are told first to believe in the Son in order to have
eternal life (3:15). To believe in the Lord Jesus is to receive Him. The Gospel of
John also emphasizes love. In chapter 21 the Lord asks Peter concerning his
love for Him (vv. 15-17). Furthermore, in 14:23 the Lord speaks of the Father
and the Son making an abode with the one who loves the Lord Jesus. Therefore,
by faith we receive the Lord Jesus, and by love we enjoy Him. For this reason, in
1 Timothy 1:14 Paul puts faith and love together.

Also in 1 Thessalonians 5:8 Paul speaks of faith and love. In this verse he
encourages the saints to put on “the breastplate of faith and love.” Comparing
this verse to Ephesians 6:14, we see that there are two kinds of breastplates,
one for our daily living and the other for fighting. For our daily living we
need the breastplate of faith and love. Faith and love are both tender; they
are signified in the Bible by the breasts. Such tender parts of our being, our
spiritual breasts, need to be covered with the breastplate. By means of the
breastplate, our faith and love, which are necessary for a proper Christian life,
are preserved. The breastplate of righteousness in verse 14, on the contrary, is
for fighting. Whenever we take part in spiritual warfare, our conscience must
be protected from Satan’s accusation by the breastplate of righteousness. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3472-3473)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the
Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 7-8, 11; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg.
345; Life-study of 1 Timothy, msgs. 1-2, 12
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WEEK 3—DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 3:15 That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.

Titus 3:15 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in faith.
Grace be with you all.

To believe in the Lord means to receive Him (John 1:12). The Lord is
receivable. He is now the life-giving Spirit, with His complete redemption,
waiting for and expecting us to receive Him. Our spirit is the receiving organ.
We can receive the Lord’s Spirit into our spirit by believing in Him. Once we
believe in Him, He, as the Spirit, enters into our spirit. Then we are regenerated
by Him, the life-giving Spirit, and become one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17)....
When we believe in the Lord, we believe into Him. By believing in Him, we get
into Him to be one with Him, to partake of Him, and to participate in all that He
has accomplished for us. By believing into Him, we are identified with Him in
all that He is and in all that He has passed through, accomplished, attained, and
obtained. As we become one with Him by believing into Him, we are saved and
regenerated by Him as life. It is by believing into Him that we partake of Him as
life and are regenerated in Him. (Life-study of John, p. 117)

Today’s Reading

[Faith in Titus 3:15 refers] to subjective faith, the act of our believing,
which brings us into an organic union with the Lord (John 3:15; Gal. 3:26) and
operates through love (Gal. 5:6). It is in the element and operation of this faith
that the saints who were one with the Lord in His concern loved the suffering
and faithful apostle.

Faith and love are two inseparable, excellent virtues of the believers in
Christ. Faith is given to us by God (footnote 5 on 2 Pet. 1:1) that by it we may
receive Christ (John 1:12), the embodiment of the Triune God (Col. 2:9), and
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thereby enter into the Triune God and be joined to Him as one, having Him as
our life, life supply, and everything.... Faith is for appreciating, substantiating,
and receiving the unlimited riches of the Triune God.

The Epistle to Titus is the conclusion of the three books, 1 and 2 Timothy
and Titus, and it concludes with the wonderful faith and the super-excellent
love. This implies that, in the current of the church’s degradation, in order to be
able to effectively stand firm and overcome the downward trend and factor in
the church, this wonderful faith and this super-excellent love are indispensable.
We should not walk by sight or care for the outward situation. Rather, in this
wonderful faith we should enjoy its source, which is the Triune God, to whom
we have been joined through this faith, and by this super-excellent love of the
Triune God we should love Him and all those who belong to Him. Only in this
way can we become, in the current of the church’s degradation, the overcomers
whom the Lord is calling and is desiring to obtain in Revelation 2 and 3.

This wonderful faith and this super-excellent love are out of the Triune God,
who earnestly desires to be joined to us to be our everything. This Triune God
passed through the process of incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection from the
dead, and ascension to the heavens on high and was ultimately consummated
as the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). This Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2), who includes
divinity, humanity, and Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension and is
the reality of the all-inclusive Christ (John 14:16-20), dwells in our regenerated
spirit (Rom. 8:16; 2 Tim. 4:22). When we contact this Triune God through
prayer and by looking to Him, by means of our spirit, which was once dead and
was made alive, He infuses Himself into us in many ways to become the faith
within us toward Him and the love outside of us toward those who belong to
Him. Such faith and such love are the reality and expression (1 John 4:8, 16) of
the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—in whom we believe and
whom we worship and receive. (Titus 3:15, footnote 1)

Further Reading: Life-study of John, msgs. 9, 36; Life-study of Titus, msgs. 1-3
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WEEK 3—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 2:9 But as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear has
not heard and which have not come up in man’s heart; things which
God has prepared for those who love Him.”

Col. 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning,
the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place
in all things.

To realize and participate in the deep and hidden things God has ordained
and prepared for us requires us not only to believe in Him but also to love
Him. To fear God, to worship God, and to believe in God (that is, to receive
God) are all inadequate; to love Him is the indispensable requirement. To
love God means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body, with the
heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him, that is, to
let our entire being be occupied by Him and lost in Him, so that He becomes
everything to us and we are one with Him practically in our daily life. In this
way we have the closest and most intimate fellowship with God, and we are
able to enter into His heart and apprehend all its secrets (Psa. 73:25; 25:14). (1
Cor. 2:9, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

Love issues out of such a wonderful faith and enables us to live out all the
riches of the Triune God in Christ with those who have believed into Christ
with us, that the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—may have
a glorious expression.... Love is for experiencing, enjoying, and living out the
immeasurably rich Triune God. Faith is for the believers to be joined to the
Triune God, who is everything to them; love is for the believers to minister and
transmit the Triune God to their fellow believers so that, in such a wonderful
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and powerful faith, all the believers may love one another with divine,
transcendent love and live a corporate life in Christ. In this way the Body of
Christ is realized and the processed Triune God is expressed today on the earth
in the all-inclusive Christ through the immeasurable life-giving Spirit.

[Faith and love] are the rich grace given to us in Christ by the Triune God
(1 Tim. 1:14), not only to be the motivating power and expression of our
spiritual life but also to become our breastplate (1 Thes. 5:8), which covers
and protects the vital parts of our being. It is by such faith that we receive
and enjoy the divine life that is revealed and ministered to us in the entire
Gospel of John (John 3:16, 36), and it is by such love that we love the Lord
and those who belong to Him (John 21:15-17; 13:34-35). Such faith and love
are connected and go together: love comes from faith, and faith operates and
works through love (Gal. 5:6). Love with faith enables us to love our Lord in
incorruptibility so that we may have an overcoming church life (Eph. 6:23-24)
for the fulfillment of God’s New Testament economy in Christ for the church.
Therefore, it is in this faith that we are well pleasing to God (Heb. 11:6) and in
this love that we are blessed of the Lord (1 Cor. 16:22). May this love with this
faith be to the brothers from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph.
6:23). (Titus 3:15, footnote 1)

[ appreciate that all of us love the Lord’s recovery. If we did not love the
recovery, we would not be here. But we need to see that in the seven epistles to
the churches in Revelation 2 and 3, the first dealing of the Lord is concerning
the recovery of the first love (2:4). Do we love Him? Surely we do. But do we
give Him the preeminence, the first place, in all things? To give the Lord the
first place in all things is to love Him with the first love, the best love. In order
to give Him the preeminence, we must be willing to be adjusted, to be broken,
to be made nothing, so that the Lord can have a way in us, through us, and
among us for the building up of His organic Body. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 3,
“Fellowship concerning the Urgent Need of the Vital Groups,” p. 462)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,’ ch. 8
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WEEK 3—DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because the love of God has
been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us.

1 John 4:8 He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.

19 We love because He first loved us.

The love of God is God Himself (1 John 4:8, 16). God has poured out this love
in our hearts with the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us, as the motivating
power within us, that we may more than conquer in all our tribulations. (Rom.
5:5, footnote 1)

God is love; we love because He first loved us (1 John 4:8, 19). God does not
want us to love with our natural love but with Him as our love. God created
man in His image (Gen. 1:26), which means that He created man according
to what He is. God’s image is what God is, and His attributes are what He is.
According to the revelation in the Holy Scriptures, God’s first attribute is love.
God created man according to His attributes, the first of which is love. Although
created man does not have the reality of love, there is something in his created
being that wants to love others. Even fallen man has the desire within him to
love. But that is just a human virtue, the very expression of the divine attribute
of love. When we were regenerated, God infused us with Himself as love. We
love Him because He first loved us. He initiated this love. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 121)

Today’s Reading
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From the day we believed in the Lord Jesus, the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts. This is not merely a matter of feeling. On the contrary, something
substantial, something essential, has been poured out in our hearts. This means
that, as believers, deep in our hearts we have something of the divine essence,
and this is God as love. In other words, God as love is the divine essence that has
been poured out in our hearts. Therefore, the pouring out of the love of God in our
hearts is not merely a matter of feeling; rather, it is a matter of the essence of God.

Because something of the divine essence has been poured out in our hearts,
the heart of every Christian is a heart of love. I can testify that from the time
of my regeneration my heart has been very different from what it was before
regeneration. Because we have been regenerated, we have the loving essence
within us, even if we are temporarily angry about something. This loving
essence is God Himself as love. The Father’s nature, His essence, has been
poured out in our hearts, and now we have this essence within us. (CWWL,
1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity,” p. 512)

From the day we first called on the Lord Jesus, the love of God has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. This means that the Spirit
reveals, confirms, and assures us with the love of God. The indwelling Holy
Spirit seems to say, “Don’t doubt. God loves you. You don’t understand why you
must suffer now, but one day you will say, ‘Father, I thank You for the troubles
and trials which I passed through.” When you enter the gate of eternity, you
will say, “Praise the Lord for the sufferings and tests which fell upon me on
my journey. God used them to transform me.” We cannot deny the presence of
God’s love within us.... Once we were enemies, but Christ shed His blood on
the cross to reconcile us to God. What love is this!...God is sovereign. He knows
what is best for us....We should simply pray, “Lord, have your way. [ simply want
what You want. [ leave everything entirely in Your hands.” This is our response
to God when we realize afresh that He loves us so and that His love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 102-
103)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine
Trinity,” ch. 43; Life-study of Romans, msg. 9
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

Our faith to God-ward must in these days spread abroad
Hope of Glory — Preparing for Christ’s Return

4 o & v g 4 o S T
1. Our faith to God-ward must in these days spread a-broad To show we’ve turned from i - dols  to the liv-ing

Cc C/E F F/A  Bb F/A Gm  Bbm F/C Dm  F/A Gm C’ F
Il

4 o & I &
God. We'll mix His Word with faith by  answering “A-men!” And to Christ in the Word turn a - gain and a-gain.
C/E_ G'/D c c’ F G’ G'/B C G’

17, [Chorus]
‘
—

(C) Our work of faith
Cc C/E F

must grow ex-ceed-ing - ly, The la-bor of our love in - creasea-bundant-
F"  F/A Gm/Bb D/A Gm  Bpm F/C Dm F/A Gm ¢’ F
Il Il

o T I kS
ly, His sancti-fy-ingwork in  us go onand on, Whilein pa-tience of hope we will watch till He come.

2. The love for all the brothers, in our midst is found,
But in these days our love must increase and abound.
The Lord direct our hearts into the love of God
And prepare us in full for the day of the Lord.

3. Our spirit, soul, and body wholly sanctified—
Our faithful Lord will do it to prepare His Bride
While we amen His voice in matters great or small,
That we all may be ready to hear Jesus’ call.

4. The Lord Himself shall come, and we shall be with Him—
Oh, what a glorious hope! Come quickly, Lord, Amen.
We'd ever watchful be to see Thee in the air
And as sons of the day for that meeting prepare.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% v JE] Week Four

P BB I R AT — Prayer to Absorb God and to Express God
1o F A AP AVE Il A 69754, by Praying to God as a Friend
1% AR 5 A9 [ LT So That We Can Co-work with God

K Hymns:

k% H_t4, Ft+E7~8, K~6, H_6~7, Scripture Reading: Psa. 27:4; Jer. 17:7-8; Matt. 6:6; Col. 2:6-7, 19; Isa. 37:31; Gen.
19, £=+£31, fl+A1~22 18:1-22

[A—] §Day 1

T HENE L AR, KA %, & 1. The meaning of prayer is to absorb God; the more we contact

B % BAVRBA S, FHERE God, the more we will absorb Him, and the more we absorb

Fo B BALFE AR B Him, the more we will enjoy Him as our light and our salvation:

— RIABE=TLEE—TH, “IHffRL&H%E  Aln Psalm 27:1 David says, "Jehovah is my light and my salvation";
K, ARBEBG 7 AR EANG T AR, B God's being our light and our salvation shows that God Himself is
BBV E 20 AP E T METAE, 7R what we need; what God gives us is just Himself; light is God, salvation
MAT:, RARMACT, BRERAMAT, AR is God, power is God (1 Cor. 1:24), and grace is God (John 1:16-17; 1
waT, (hal—24, ) Baziaad; (4 Pet. 5:10; 1 Cor. 15:10; cf. Gal. 2:20); every spiritual need that we have
—16~17, RATE10, AT+ 210, Fm= is God Himself,

20; ) &AER EITE B HE—TAHREMNA T,

Z KIBEMAYE) R £ mAEMRAF AR, (F  B.David contacted and absorbed God by beholding Him as beauty (Psa.
—k4; ) YR mREAM, EZHAEL 27:4); when he contacted God to absorb God, he was enlightened and

(G IS FIE & received salvation within:
1 BRI RS TR REVR MRS - (# 1.Beholding God as our beauty is a great key and a great secret to
BATREE R R M —HRfE= 16 ~ 18 experiencing God for His heart's desire—2 Cor. 3:16-18.
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2.By the divine dispensing through the washing of the water of life in the
word of Christ, He beautifies us as the house of His beauty to be His
beautiful bride for His beautification—Isa. 60:7, 9, 13, 19, 21; 59:21; Eph.
5:26-27; Rev. 19:7.

C.There is a hymn that says, "Just as [ am" (Hymns, #1048); this means

that we should come to God just as we are without trying to improve
or change our condition; we received Christ in this way, and we
should walk in Christ in this way—Col. 2:6-7a.

D.To pray is to come to the Lord just as we are; when we come to the

Lord, we should lay our inner condition before Him and tell Him that
we are short in every matter; even if we are weak, confused, sad,
and speechless, we can still come to God; no matter what our inner
condition is, we should bring it to God.

E.Instead of caring about our condition, we need to enter into God's

presence to contact Him by looking to Him, beholding Him, praising
Him, giving thanks to Him, worshipping Him, and absorbing Him; then
we will enjoy God's riches, taste His sweetness, receive Him as light
and power, and be inwardly peaceful, bright, strong, and empowered;
we will then learn the lesson of staying connected to Him when we
are ministering the word to the saints—1 Pet. 4:10-11; 2 Cor. 2:17;
13:3.

§Day 2

II. Colossians 2:6-7 reveals that Christ as the good land is the

rich soil in which we have been rooted so that we may grow
with the elements that we absorb from the soil—cf. 1 Cor. 3:6,
9: Col. 2:19:

A.By working together with God, Paul planted the believers as the living

plants into Christ as the soil; God put us, the living plants, into Christ

Int’l Training for Elders an d Responsible Ones (October 2021)-Holy Word Morning Revival-Week 4-Outline-Page 2
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as the soil (1 Cor. 1:30; Rom. 6:4-5) so that we may grow in Christ
as life (Eph. 4:15-16) and be transformed in life to become precious
materials for God's building (1 Cor. 3:12).

B.According to God's economy, the one who trusts in the Lord is like a
tree planted by water, signifying God as the fountain of living waters
(Jer. 2:13; 17:7-8); a tree grows beside a river by absorbing all the
riches of the water; this is a picture of God's economy, which is
carried out by His divine dispensing (cf. Isa. 57:20-21 with footnote 1
onv.20; 55:7; 12:1-6; John 4:10, 14; 7:37-38; 1 Cor. 12:13).

C.In order to receive the divine dispensing, we as the trees must absorb
God as the water (cf. 3:6); the riches of the supplying God dispensed
into us as the trees constitute us with God's divinity and cause us
to grow with the growth of God (Col. 2:19); in this way we and God
become one, having the same element, essence, constitution, and
appearance (Rev. 4:3; 21:11).

D.If a plant does not absorb nutrients from the soil, the plant cannot
grow; likewise, if we do not receive what comes out of Christ as the
Head, the Body cannot grow; holding the Head is, therefore, equal
to being rooted in Christ as the soil; to hold the Head is to remain in
Christ, staying intimately connected to Him without any insulation
between us and Him—Col. 2:109.

E.The growth of the Body depends on the growth of God, the addition
of God, the increase of God, within us; God's building is "growing into
a holy temple in the Lord" in whom we also "are being built together
into a dwelling place of God in spirit" by our absorbing the riches
of Christ; the actual building of the house of God is by the believers'
growth in life—Eph. 2:21-22.

F.Individual growth becomes corporate growth; if all the members
grow individually, the Body will be built up corporately—Hymns, #395
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and #840.

G.Colossians 2:7 puts being rooted and being built up together; this is

because being rooted is for growing, and growing is genuine building
(Eph. 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 3:6, 9); the only way to become deeply rooted in
Christ is to contact Him as the soil in order to daily absorb the water
in the word (Eph. 5:26); in this way we "take root downward and bear
fruit upward" (Isa. 37:31).

H.We need to take time to absorb Christ day by day by having a personal

and private time with Him (Matt. 6:6; 14:22-23; Mark 1:35) so that
spontaneously we will walk in Christ and live out Christ for the
corporate expression of Christ (Col. 2:6-7):

1.Our daily need is to allow adequate time for prayer, which will enable us
to absorb more of the riches of our God; in the morning many saints may
spend time with the Lord, but they may not absorb much of His riches
because they are in too much of a hurry; we cannot absorb the riches of
Christ into us as our nourishment if we are in a hurry—cf. Psa. 119:48, 97.

2.We must spend more personal and private time with the Lord in order to
absorb Him; we must exercise our spirit to spend more time in our spirit
to adore the Lord, to praise Him, to offer thanks to Him, and to speak
to Him freely; then God will give us the growth as we enjoy Him as our
banquet—Matt. 22:4; Rev. 3:20.

3.The addition of God into us by receiving Him as our new nourishment
and fresh enjoyment through His words of spirit, life, gladness, and joy
(John 6:57, 63; Jer. 15:16) is the growth that He gives (Josh. 1:8-9; Psa.
119:15, 48).

4.1f we spend a considerable amount of personal and private time with the
Lord daily in order to absorb God, the salvation of His countenance will
become the salvation of our countenance—42:5, 11.
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1

§Day 3

[II. The meaning of prayer is also for us to express God; in Psalm

27:4 David says that he desired not only to behold the beauty
of Jehovah but also "to inquire in His temple"; to inquire
is to let God speak within us so that the words spoken to
Him in prayer are actually God's speaking within us, God's
expressions:

A.Real prayer is our coming to God, letting God speak within us, and

expressing to God what He has spoken back to Him—"When You
say, Seek My face, / To You my heart says, Your face, O Jehovah, will I
seek” (v. 8).

B.John 15:7 says, "If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask

whatever you will, and it shall be done for you"; this verse presents
three crucial points:

1. First, we must abide in the Lord, which is to remain in fellowship with the Lord.

2.Second, the Lord's words must abide in us; when we abide in the Lord
and are in constant fellowship with Him, He speaks within us.

3.Third, our asking the Lord comes from the Lord's speaking within us; if
we are in fellowship with the Lord, He will speak within us, and then we
will have the words with which to ask Him, that is, to pray to Him.

C.When we really touch, contact, and absorb God, He will speak within

us; then we pray according to His inner speaking; to pray is to go to
God, meet Him, draw near to Him, commune with Him, and absorb
Him so that He can speak to us inwardly; when we pray to Him with
His words to us, our prayer expresses God.

§Day 4
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D.In our contact with the Lord, we need to learn the following principles:

1.We should not direct the Lord in our prayer (cf. 2:4); instead, like Saul of
Tarsus, we should ask, "What shall I do, Lord?" not "This is what [ will do,
Lord" (Acts 22:10).

2.When we draw near to the Lord and contact Him, He causes us to see our
needs and points out our problems, faults, stains, and sins; the way for us
to take the living water is to confess these sins to the Lord—John 4:15-18.

3.When we draw near to the Lord to contact Him, we should seek the
Lord Himself as the unseen spiritual matters, not the seen physical
matters—6:27,31-33; 2 Cor. 4:18; Heb. 11:27.

§Day 5

4,Human opinions frustrate the Lord's power, so not until we are
hopelessly weak, an utter failure, and completely dead, will the Lord
manifest Himself in us and to us as resurrection power—John 11:3, 5-6,
17, 21, 25-26, 32-35, 38, 41-44; 2 Cor. 1:8-9.

5.When we draw near to the Lord, we need to let Him do what He wills in
us—John 13:6-9; Luke 1:37-38.

6.Even when we are cold and indifferent toward the Lord or have fallen
into the world, He will manifest Himself to us; we may fail and change,
but the Lord never fails or changes—John 21:1-25; Isa. 49:15-16; Jer.
31:3.

§Day 6

E.Inquiring prayers honor God; David knew how to pray because he
often inquired of Jehovah (1 Sam. 23:2, 4; 30:8; 2 Sam. 2:1; 5:19,
23); after God spoke to David through Nathan the prophet, David
"sat before Jehovah" (7:18) and told the Lord, "Do as You have
spoken” (v. 25b); he then told the Lord that because of His speaking,
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"Your servant has found it in his heart to pray this prayer to You" (v.
27).

IV. The best prayer is to pray to God as a friend; Abraham was
the friend of God; in Genesis 18 the God of heaven humbled
Himself in order to befriend Abraham:

A.After he was circumcised and his natural strength was terminated,
Abraham lived in intimate fellowship with God and became God's
friend—13:3-4, 18; 17:1-16; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23.

B.The glorious intercession that Abraham made before God was a
human, intimate conversation between two friends, an intimate talk
according to the unveiling of God's heart's desire—Gen. 18:1-33.

C.Even before the incarnation (John 1:14) Jehovah as Christ appeared
to Abraham in a human form, with a human body, and communed
with him on a human level (Gen. 13:18; 18:1-22); as Abraham was
enjoying sweet fellowship with God, he received a revelation from
Him regarding the birth of [saac and the destruction of Sodom.

D.The birth of Isaac is related to the coming of Christ as grace, and the
destruction of Sodom is related to God's judgment upon sin; this
means that Christ must come in and sin must go out.

E.God revealed to Abraham His intention to destroy Sodom, because
He was seeking an intercessor to intercede for Lot (vv. 16-22; 19:1;
cf. Heb. 7:25; Isa. 59:16; Ezek. 22:30); God wanted to save Lot in
order to protect Christ's genealogy through Ruth, a Moabitess and a
descendant of Lot (Gen. 19:37; Ruth 1:4; Matt. 1:5).

F. Thus, in God's intimate fellowship with Abraham, in a mysterious way,
without mentioning Lot's name, God revealed His heart's desire; the
proper intercession is not initiated by man but by God's revelation;
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thus, it expresses God's desire and carries out God's will—Gen. 18:17,
20-23; 19:27-29; Psa. 27:4-8; Heb. 4:16; 7:25; James 5:17.

G.Apparently, Abraham was interceding for Sodom; actually, he was
interceding for Lot by implication (Gen. 14:12; 18:23; 19:1, 27-29),
showing that we should intercede for God's people who have drifted
into the world.

H.In Abraham's intercession for Lot, he did not beg God according to
His love and grace; he challenged God according to His righteous way;
God's righteousness binds Him much more than His love and grace
do—18:23-25; Rom. 1:17.

I. Intercession is an intimate conversation with God according to the
inward intention of His heart; for this we must learn to linger in the
presence of God—Gen. 18:25-32.

J. Abraham's intercession did not terminate with Abraham's speaking
but with God's, showing that genuine intercession is God's speaking in
our speaking—v. 33; John 15:7; Rom. 8:26-27.

K.In our intimate fellowship with God, we receive the revelation that all
the impossibilities become possibilities with Christ—Gen. 18:10-15;
21:1-8; Luke 18:27.

—, HM#EANE54#469 V. During the first aspect of our prayer, we enter into fellowship

with God, who then anoints us with His burden for the
work and reveals His intention to us; the second aspect of
our prayer is then to inquire of the Lord by petitioning Him
concerning His will and His burden for the work; then we
carry out the purpose of prayer by coordinating with God to
co-work with God—Isa. 62:6-7; 45:11; Ezek. 22:30; Dan. 9:2-
4.1 Sam. 12:23; 1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1a.
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WEEK 4—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 27:1 Jehovah is my light and my salvation;...Jehovah is the strength
of my life...

4 One thing I have asked from Jehovah; that do | seek: to dwell in the
house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of
Jehovah, and to inquire in His temple.

To pray is to contact God and to absorb Him in that contact. Thus, the
importance of prayer does not depend on how much we say to God or on
how much we cry out to Him but on how much we contact Him. The more we
contact God, the more we will absorb Him, and the more we absorb Him, the
more we will enjoy God and salvation.

Let me say a word here to clear up our inaccurate concepts concerning God
and His salvation. Psalm 27:1 says, “Jehovah is my light and my salvation.” This
verse does not say that God shines on us but that He is our light, nor does it say
that God saves us but that He is our salvation.... By shining on us and saving us,
God is accomplishing something for us. But by being our light and our salvation,
God Himself is what we need. When we have God, we have light and salvation.
Without God we have neither light nor salvation. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The
Meaning and Purpose of Prayer;,” p. 223)

Today’s Reading

Electricity is the electric light in a lamp, the electric heat in an iron, and
the electric power in a fan. Electricity is light to meet one need, heat to meet
another need, and power to meet yet another need. Similarly, light is God,
salvation is God, power is God, and grace is God. Every spiritual need that we
have is God Himself. God has not given us anything besides Himself. Hence, if
we lose God, we lose everything; that is, we have nothing.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021) - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 1
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Those who knew God in the Old Testament age experienced Him in this
way, and those in the New Testament age also experience God in this way.
David received revelation from his experience to see that God was his light
and his salvation [Psa. 27:1].... David was eager to contact and absorb God
daily and hourly. David contacted and absorbed God by beholding Him. When
he contacted God, he was enlightened within, and when he absorbed God, he
received salvation within. David obtained God as his light and salvation by
beholding God. This is a great key and a great secret to experiencing God.

God is Spirit; hence, our contacting and absorbing Him do not depend on
our words...We may not say anything when we come to God, but our whole
being, including our heart, should face God. While we look to God, we may sigh
and confess that we are incompetent, weak, unable to rise, unpresentable, and
thirsty and that we lack words for the gospel and are not inclined to fellowship
with the saints. We should lay our inner condition before God and even tell
Him that we are short in every matter. No matter what our inner condition is,
we should bring it to God. There is a hymn that says, “Just as I am” (Hymns,
#1048). This means that we should come to God just as we are without trying
to improve or change our condition.

Many believers have the natural concept that before they can pray and draw
near to God, they must wait until their condition improves or until their inner
feeling is strong. This concept is not according to the meaning of prayer. To
pray is to come to God just as we are...We do not need to wait for anything,
change anything, or prepare anything. Even if we are weak, confused, sad, and
speechless, we can still come to God.

When we pray, we should behold His glorious face and linger in His presence
to worship, praise, give thanks to Him, and muse upon Him. We should think of
His works and His person and not look at our condition or our environment. By
looking to God, waiting on Him, and musing upon Him, we can absorb Him into
us. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 223-225,
227)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer;” chs. 1-4

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021) - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 2
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WEEK 4—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:7 Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being
established in the faith even as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows
with the growth of God.

In the book of Colossians there are implications that believers are to grow
like plants rooted in the soil [cf. 2:7]....This implies that, in God’s eyes, we are
plants. To grow in life is to grow with the growth of God. It is to grow with
the increase of God. True growth is the increase of God, the addition of God.
In Himself, God does not need to grow. He is eternal, perfect, and complete.
However, there is the need for God to grow in us. How much of the Triune God
do you have within you? Do you not need more of the increase, the addition,
of God within you? We all need the increase of God. We need to grow with the
growth of God; that is, we need God to increase, to grow, in us. (Life-study of
Colossians, pp. 378, 380)

Today’s Reading

In Colossians 2:19..”holding the Head” is equal to abiding in Christ. Of
course, to hold the Head implies that we are not detached, or severed, from
Him. At the time Paul wrote to the Colossians, they had been somewhat
detached from Christ by their culture. Culture can be a form of insulation,
which keeps us from Christ. To hold the Head is to remain in Christ without any
insulation between us and Him.

The words out from whom in verse 19 indicate that something is coming
out from the Head to cause the Body to grow. The growth of the Body depends
on what comes out of Christ as the Head, just as the growth of a plant depends
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on what comes into the plant from the soil. If a plant does not absorb nutrients
from the soil, the plant cannot grow. Likewise, if we do not receive what
comes out from Christ as the Head, the Body cannot grow. Holding the Head is,
therefore, equal to being rooted in Christ as the soil.

Our need is to take time to absorb God. As we daily take time to eat food,
we should daily take time to absorb the Lord, take time to assimilate the
riches of Christ. Our contact with the Lord should not be rushed....We need
to allow adequate time for prayer. This will enable us to absorb more of the
riches of our God. He is real, rich, and substantial, and we need to absorb
Him. Our God today is the processed, all-inclusive Spirit, and we have a spirit
with which to absorb Him. Thus, we must exercise our spirit to stay in His
presence to absorb Him. This takes time. Although we all have experienced
absorbing the riches of God, our experience is not yet adequate. For this
reason, we must spend more time to absorb Him. Do not spend so much time
in your mind, emotion, and will, but spend more time in your spirit to adore
the Lord, to praise Him, to offer thanks to Him, and to speak to Him freely.
As you fellowship with Him in this way, you will absorb His riches, and He
will add more of Himself into you. The more God is added into us, the more
growth He gives to us. This is the way God gives the growth. (Life-study of
Colossians, pp. 453, 456-457)

If we would spend some time to pray every day in order to absorb God, the
salvation of His countenance will become the salvation of our countenance
(Psa. 42:5, 11). Perhaps a sister is very sorrowful and can only sigh in grief and
sorrow during the twenty minutes that she spends in God’s presence. However,
after twenty minutes her countenance will change, and she will become
joyful. Our countenance manifests the salvation that comes forth from God’s
countenance. Because we spend time face to face with God, the salvation of His
countenance becomes the salvation of our countenance. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3,
“The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer;” p. 227)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 44, 52-53, 56-57
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WEEK 4—DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 27:8 When You say, Seek My face, to You my heart says, Your face, O
Jehovah, will | seek.

John 15:7 If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you
will, and it shall be done for you

The first meaning of prayer is to absorb God, and the second meaning is
to express God. These meanings are related. To express God means to let Him
speak, that is, to let God be expressed. Prayer is not our speaking or expressing
ourselves. Prayer is our letting God speak and express Himself.

In the New Testament Martha had much to say. When Martha’s brother,
Lazarus, died and the Lord came, Martha did not let the Lord speak first. As soon
as she saw the Lord, she said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not
have died” (John 11:21). The Lord said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life;
he who believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live.... Do you believe this?” (vv.
25-26). Martha replied, “Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son
of God” (v. 27). What Martha said did not correspond with what the Lord revealed
to her. Because she kept speaking, the Lord’s words could not get into her.... Real
prayer is our coming to God and letting God speak and express Himself instead
of speaking our own words and expressing ourselves. We are often like Martha in
our prayer. Our only care is to express ourselves, not to let God express Himself.
(CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 227-228)

Today’s Reading

We should speak when we pray; however, the question is, What do we
say? In our prayer we should say what God is saying within us. God speaks
within us, and to pray is to repeat what He has spoken back to Him. This is
the principle of Psalm 27:8.... Such prayer is according to God’s speaking
within us. Therefore, the words we utter in prayer are an expression of
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the speaking within us. Without is man’s speaking, but within is God’s
speaking. Once God speaks within, we speak without. Prayer is not our
asking for something through speaking; it is our expressing what God has
spoken within us. Hence, our prayer becomes God’s expression. This is real
prayer.

For example, we hear that the church needs to pray for a certain special
meeting or for the revival of the church. Just as we begin to pray, we sense a
word from the Lord telling us something concerning our inner condition and
our situation. We should stop praying and forget about the revival of the church
or the special meeting and follow the inner sense; we should speak the words
that the Lord has spoken. If we sense the Lord’s rebuke, saying, “You are full of
the flesh,” we should say, “Lord, [ am full of the flesh.” If we sense that the Lord
is saying, “You are full of the self,” we should immediately say, “Lord, I am full
of the self.” In Psalm 27:4 David said that he desired to behold the beauty of
Jehovah and “inquire in His temple.” David did not say “cry out” or “beseech”
but “inquire.” To inquire is to ask God.

To pray means to absorb God and to express Him. Every prayer should touch
God and let Him pass through us and be expressed. When we pray in this way,
we will be anointed by God and be mingled more with Him. Then we will know
that God is our everything. We will also see that He is always with us and is our
supply in every need.

John 15:7...presents three crucial points. First, we must abide in the Lord. To
abide in the Lord is to have fellowship with the Lord. Second, the Lord’s words
must abide in us. When we abide in the Lord and are in constant fellowship
with Him, He speaks within us. Third, we ask the Lord according to our heart’s
desire. Such asking, or praying, comes from the Lord’s speaking within us. If we
are in fellowship with the Lord, He will speak within us. When the Lord speaks,
we have the words with which to ask Him, that is, to pray to Him. (CWWL,
1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 228-231)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 95; Come Forward to the
Throne of Grace (booklet)
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WEEK 4—DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Acts 22:10 And | said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to
me, Rise up and go into Damascus, and there it will be told to you
concerning all the things which have been appointed to you to do.

John 6:27 Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which
abides unto eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you...

After we are saved, the most important thing is for us to contact God.... If we
do not know how to contact God and lack fellowship with Him, we cannot be
proper Christians, no matter how much we try.

There are many cases in the Gospel of John that show how we should
contact the Lord.... If we truly want to contact the Lord, we need to see some
principles in contacting Him in these cases. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning
and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 251-252)

Today’s Reading

In the first case the Lord changed water into wine....The major principle
in the first case is that we must not direct the Lord when we contact Him. All
authority must be in His hands. Hence, both the timing and the way we do
things must be determined and directed by Him, not by us. We cannot say, “Lord,
do this,” or “Lord, do that.” If we say this, the Lord might say, “What do I have
in this that concerns you?” (John 2:4).... This does not mean that the Lord does
not want any contact with us or that He is not bearing responsibility for our
matters. The Lord entered into us in order to contact us and to be responsible
for our affairs, just as He was at the wedding in Cana.

The Samaritan woman’s contact with the Lord in chapter 4 illustrates a
second principle. Here the Samaritan woman realized that she was thirsty
and that the Lord had living water. Hence, she asked the Lord for living water.
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However, the Lord did not give her this living water immediately; instead, He
asked her a question.... By asking about her husband [vv. 15-16], the Lord
touched her sinful life; her sins were related to her husband....The Lord seemed
to say, “Do you want living water? You should hand your sins over. Do you want
to be satisfied? You should give heed to your sins.”

Knowing that the Lord can supply our need, we...go to the Lord and discover
aneed. When we see a need, we ask the Lord to meet that need. However, while
we are asking, the Lord shows us our stains, faults, and failures; that is, He
shows us matters that need to be dealt with. We need to confess the things that
He points out, the “husband” He asks us to bring, so that we can receive His

supply.

A third principle is seen in the case of the feeding of the five thousand in
chapter 6. A great crowd contacted the Lord, and He performed a miracle in
order to feed them. When the crowd returned the next day to be filled, the
Lord said, “Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which abides
unto eternal life” (v. 27). The Lord was teaching the crowd to seek the food that
abides unto eternal life instead of physical food. This is another principle: the
Lord does not want us to seek or to put our hope in physical things when we
contact Him in prayer.

Some brothers spend half an hour in the morning praying for physical
things. Likewise, some sisters pray for the physical affairs of their spouse and
children. The Lord may initially feed and care for those who draw near to Him
in prayer in this way, but the Lord will eventually regard such a person as one
who comes only to eat and be filled....The Lord does not want us to always
mention physical things when we contact Him; He already knows about these
things. When we contact Him, we should focus on spiritual things, the things
of life. This is to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. If we would
focus on these things, the Lord will add the physical things to us (Matt. 6:31-
33). (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 252, 254-
256)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” ch. 16
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WEEK 4—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 1:8-9 ...We were excessively burdened, beyond our power, so that
we despaired even of living. Indeed we ourselves had the response of
death in ourselves, that we should not base our confidence on ourselves
but on God, who raises the dead.

Isa. 49:15 Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she would not have
compassion on the son of her womb? Even though they may forget, yet
I will not forget you.

John 11 presents another principle: the Lord does not heal man; He
resurrects man. Healing involves helping man’s weaknesses.... Instead of
immediately healing Lazarus, the Lord waited for Lazarus to die in order to
raise him, because the Lord only wants to raise man. Resurrection involves
waiting until man comes to an end in order to give him a new beginning....The
Lord must wait until we are hopelessly weak, until we are an utter failure, and
until we are completely dead before He can manifest His resurrection power in
us.

Thus, we should let go of our weaknesses and failures when we draw
near to the Lord. The Lord already knows our weaknesses and failures....
If He allows us to be defeated, even our imploring Him will not make us
strong. Hence, we need to learn the lesson of dropping our problems when
we pray. When we are truly hopeless and at an end, the Lord will come. This
is resurrection, and this is salvation. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and
Purpose of Prayer,” p. 260)

Today’s Reading

In John 13 the Lord washed His disciples’ feet. The principle involved in
this case is that we need to let Him do what He wills in us when we draw near
to Him. We should not be like Peter, who humbly said, “You shall by no means
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wash my feet forever” Then, when the Lord said, “Unless I wash you, you have
no part with Me,” Peter said, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and
my head” (vv. 8-9). This is our condition. The Lord wants to work in us, but we
initially will not let Him. Later, when we are willing, we want Him to do more
than He intends. These are our human opinions.

In chapter 21 the Lord manifested Himself to His disciples. This case shows
that the Lord will draw near to us even when we fall into the world, that is,
when we are at our weakest point and forget to draw near to Him.

Peter... had not only gone back to the world but also had taken other
disciples with him. After he had said, “I am going fishing,” some of the disciples
said, “We also are coming with you” (v. 3). This can be compared to a brother
saying, “I am going to love the world,” and other brothers saying, “We also are
coming with you.” The disciples went as a group to love the world; they fell into
the world together. The Lord, however, did not abandon them. He continued
to look after them. He let them catch fish, and He also fed them with fish and
bread that He had prepared. After they ate, the Lord asked Peter, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me more than these?” (v. 15). With these words the Lord let
His disciples know that He was not disappointed in them; He wanted them to
continue to follow Him and to serve Him.

Concerning contacting the Lord, we are all failures. Peter went fishing, and
we also “go fishing” like him. We fail, but the Lord never fails. When we draw
near to Him, He contacts us, and even when we do not draw near to Him, He still
comes to contact us. We are unreliable. We may contact the Lord today but not
tomorrow, or we may contact Him this month but not next month. No matter
what our condition is, the Lord remains the same. No matter how we change,
the Lord never changes. Hence, in our contacting the Lord, we must realize that
the Lord never changes, no matter how much we may change. This is a principle.
(CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and Purpose of Prayer,” pp. 260-262)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 3, “Fellowshipping with the Lord
for the Mingling of God with Man,” ch. 1
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WEEK 4—DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

James 2:23 ...
God.

"Abraham believed God...”; and he was called the friend of

Gen. 18:14 Is anything too marvelous for Jehovah? At the appointed time
I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a
son.

17 And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what | am about to do?

When we pray by inquiring, we do not make our desire known to God;
instead, God’s desire is made known to us. When the responsible brother
senses God’s purpose concerning the young saints, he should inquire further,
“Lord, do You want me to fellowship with them?” This is the anointing within
him. [t seems as if it is the brother who is inquiring, but it is God who is
working in him....Good prayers are inquiring prayers because they honor God.

David knew how to pray. He often inquired of Jehovah (1 Sam. 30:8; 2 Sam.
5:19, 23; Psa. 27:4). The best prayer is to inquire of the Lord step by step,
according to the sense within. By inquiring in this way, we can easily receive
God'’s leading, and we can work according to the leading. (CWWL, 1961-1962,
vol. 3, “Fellowshipping with the Lord for the Mingling of God with Man,” p. 344)

Today’s Reading

In Genesis 18 God wanted Abraham to pray to Him, so He came to be
Abraham'’s friend. God did not lift Abraham up to the heavenly sanctuary
of glory; instead, He humbled Himself and went to the lowly tent in which
Abraham dwelt. God did not flaunt His prestige, majesty, or power....God came
to Abraham as an ordinary visitor....This situation was altogether like that of
a person visiting in a friend’s home. (CWWL, 1956, vol. 3, “The Meaning and
Purpose of Prayer,” p. 232)
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As Abraham was enjoying such sweet fellowship with God, he received
revelation from Him regarding the birth of Isaac and the destruction of
Sodom....The birth of Isaac is related to Christ, and the destruction of Sodom
is related to God’s judgment upon sin....Christ must come in and sin must go
out.... [God] intends to produce Christ and to destroy the “Sodom” in our home
life, work life, and even in our Christian and church life.... Positively we see
more of Christ and say, “I have seen something new of Christ. How I hate that I
have not lived more by Him.” This is the revelation regarding the birth of Isaac,
the revelation that Christ will be brought forth in your life. But negatively we
see our sins and say, “O Lord, forgive me. There is still so much selfishness,
hatred, and jealousy in me. [ have so many failures, shortcomings, and even
sinful things. Lord, I judge these things and want them destroyed.”

In Genesis 18:14 the Lord said, “Is anything too marvelous [or, wonderful]
for Jehovah?”... Every experience of Christ is marvelous in our eyes; it is a
wonderful doing of the Lord. How could Sarah have brought forth Isaac? It
was humanly impossible. If that had happened to us, it would have been a
wonderful and marvelous thing in our eyes. Christian experiences are always
like this because the Christian life is a life of impossibilities. How marvelous it
is that all the impossibilities become possibilities with Christ! We can do what
other people cannot do and we can be what others cannot be because Christ is
marvelous and wonderful in our experience of Him.

God came to Abraham because He was seeking an intercessor. On His throne
in heaven, God had decided to execute His judgment on the wicked city of
Sodom. But God would never forget that one of His people, Lot, was in that city.
Lot did not even realize that he had to be rescued from Sodom. What could God
do? He had to find someone to intercede for Lot....God came to Abraham for the
purpose of finding an intercessor.... God has His divine principles. One of them
is that without intercession He cannot save anyone. The salvation of every
Christian has been accomplished through intercession. (Life-study of Genesis,
pp. 673,675, 678)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 50-51
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Pray to fellowship with Jesus
Prayer — Fellowship with the Lord

784
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Ask and list-en in His pre - sence, Wait - ing in the se-cret place.

2. Pray to fellowship with Jesus,
Fully opened from within,
With thy face unveiled, beholding,
Single, pure, and genuine.

3. Pray to fellowship with Jesus,
Seeking Him in confidence;
Learn to touch Him as the Spirit,
Looking up in reverence.

4. Pray to fellowship with Jesus,
Speaking nothing in pretense;
Ask according to the spirit,
Praying by the inner sense.

5. Pray to fellowship with Jesus,
List’'ning earnestly to Him;
Be impressed with His intentions,
Yielding to Him from within.

6. Pray to fellowship with Jesus,
Bathing in His countenance;
Saturated with His beauty,
Radiate His excellence.
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Week Five
Our Need to Walk in Newness of Life,

in Our Inner Man Day by Day

§Day 1

to Serve in Newness of Spirit, and to Be Renewed

Hymns:

Scripture Reading: Rev. 21:5a; Rom. 6:4; 7:6; 12:2; 2 Cor. 4:16; 5:17; Gal. 6:15

"He who sits on the throne said, Behold, I make all things
new —Rev. 21:5a.

. As believers in Christ, we have been made a new creation—
a person regenerated with the life of God and living in the
inner man, not in the outer man—?2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; John
3:3,5-6,15; 2 Cor. 4:16.

[II. As a new creation in Christ Jesus, we need to walk in newness
—Rom. 6:4:

A.To walk in newness of life means to live in the realm of resurrection
and to reign in life—v. 4; 5:17.

B.Concerning the matter of life, Romans 5:10 says that we will be saved
in the life of God's Son, 5:17 speaks of reigning in life, and 6:4 declares
that we have died and have been buried with Christ so that we may
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BT EETH, walk in newness of life.

= &M hE, R TALFLNIHIHA; %  C After baptism we become a new person in resurrection; resurrection
AMAFRG LR, CARLEHIAEA—HKEL is not only a future state but also a present process—2 Cor. 5:17; Phil.
17, BE=10~11, 3:10-11.

W ZME5AE—RRE, FAHNGLE, FH&AM D.We were buried with Christ into His death, and we have been
BET, BALE—H, A, &ANESELS resurrected as He was; hence, we should walk in newness of life—Col.
WA FITH—H =12, =5, T4, 2:12; Eph. 2:5; Rom. 6:4.

Ao AGHFEEMANHRE (ELFZMAE A  E Newness of life is closely related to the life-giving Spirit, who is Christ
C) Btk MEANGRAAELGOHFTHEFTALT Himself in His resurrection; the Spirit is the way to walk in newness

1TH e ss—HAT T £ 45 T, of life—1 Cor. 15:45b.

N EAGHIHBETAEFTH IR —FAEE, 4 F. Walking in newness of life is the kind of living that deals with all that
ZMEBETL LM —, AFEKMNEALTI, is of Adam in us until we are fully transformed and conformed to the
BB WAL —F N\ 29, image of Christ—Rom. 8:29.

[A_] §Day 2
B EAMEAELEBIRR Zaydrie, F2 4K IV. As a new creation in Christ Jesus, we need to serve in
R EZIRF—L 6: newness of spirit—7:6:

— MW AEFRZA LG HHHE, KMNWIRFEFR  AOur living should be in newness of life, and our service should be in

WA RWHAE—6 T newness of spirit—v. 6:

| FeA THYAEEE - Bt S A TEERE - 1. There should be no oldness in either our living or our service.

2 DIFRAIVER RN MZAREFHNIERE  Jh% 2.Concerning our service, we should have the newness of spirit instead of
BRIOEHHE—MER 1T PE6- the oldness of law and letter—2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 7:6.

ZATENEFEWY, Ao LkAELEEE  B.In Romans 6:4 newness of life issues from our being identified with
WIEE, RAFRMBBTHEETT, Christ's resurrection and is for our walk in our daily life.

Z ELEST, ROHERAKSESL, 254  C.InRomans 7:6 newness of spirit issues from our being discharged from the
HOREE, RAEEMNREAN, law and being joined to the resurrected Christ and is for our service to God.

W ROHAALEAEGHIHE, BRBATTFEELY  D.Both newness of spirit and newness of life are results of the
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crucifixion of our old man—6:6.
E.In Romans 7:6 newness of spirit refers to our regenerated human

7R —5< b,
B AEXFEST, RO BEAMNELZALY

R, hE, AR, FALP—REW 22: spirit, in which the Lord as the Spirit dwells—2 Tim. 4:22:

| NEBATEEZZAERN  —UIE ey LT 1. Everything that is related to our regenerated spirit is new, and everything

that comes out of our spirit is new—]John 3:6; 4:23-24; Rom. 1:9; Eph.

X > WEEHH—29=6> 423~ 24> F—9>
6:18.
2.0ur regenerated spirit is a source of newness because the Lord, the life of

AN 18
2 WATEANZHEYIR L - AN E ~ iy 45
X% BMEXBE—HMRFIN 17 ME=16~ 18 ¢ God, and the Holy Spirit are there—1 Cor. 6:17; 2 Cor. 3:16-18.
3.Like Paul, we should serve God in our regenerated spirit by the
indwelling Christ, the life-giving Spirit, not in our soul by the power and

3 JAMTEEM > NSGED —H  ER(TEENRE
FEENENVEE - SUEBAaHIR  mAERITAY

B RN % — 0 -
(BA=]

th RERAEFRAKIHGES; KNZHH
HFROO/FEZH—HED16, FT+=2,
12:2; Eph. 4:23:
A.Our outer man is being consumed, but our inner man is being

3579 23
— SAVP B AS AL, EAMNZ@HGAL H
renewed day by day—2 Cor. 4:16:
1. The outer man consists of the body as its organ with the soul as its life

ability of the soul—Rom. 1:9.
§Day 3

V. The Christian life is a life of being renewed; we need to be
renewed in our inner man day by day—2 Cor. 4:16; Rom.

fe 2 H—Hh 6 ™ 16:
1 SMEHI AR BN T S EHESE - DIBA T
and person.
2.The inner man consists of the regenerated spirit as its life and person

HA AL -
2 HEHY N AT E AR A H A AL » DAFR
TRV HESE - with the renewed soul as its organ.
[ A ] §Day 4
Z raht, ZRNAREEHEAFEIH, £mAFEH  B.In our experience we are in the process of becoming a new creation
by being broken and renewed—5:17; 4:10-12, 16; Eph. 4:22-24:
1.In the sense of being in Christ, we are a new creation, but in actuality in
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our daily life, we are not that new because we do not yet have Christ as
the only One who occupies us, fills us, and is our life, nature, appearance,
and expression—Gal. 2:20; 4:19; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 3:16-17.

2.We have been regenerated, but still there is a mixture in our daily living
because our living is partly the new creation and even more the old
creation—2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 8:4, 14.

3.Although our spirit has been regenerated, our soul with its faculties
of mind, will, and emotion remains in the old creation and needs to be
renewed—12:2; Eph. 4:23.

4.The cross is the greatest help to accomplish the renewing for us—Matt.
16:24; 2 Cor. 4:10-12.

5.To be renewed is to have God's evernew essence dispensed into us to
replace and discharge our old element—v. 16; Rom. 12:2; Titus 3:5.

6. Through the process of renewing, we are transferred from the realm of
the old creation into the realm of the new creation to become the New
Jerusalem—Col. 3:10; Rev. 21:2.

§Day 5

C.In our Christian life for God's purpose, we need to pass through the
process of renewing—a process that involves suffering—Rom. 8:17-
18; 2 Cor. 1:7;4:10-11, 17; 1 Pet. 4:13; 5:9:

1.We are destined to suffer so that we may be renewed; all sufferings are
the process to make us new—Col. 1:24; Phil. 1:29; 2 Cor. 1:6; 4:17.

2. All the sufferings that God has assigned to us have one unique purpose—
to renew us—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23; Titus 3:5.

3. The sufferings that we pass through are a process to transfer us from the
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realm of the old creation to the realm of the new creation—2 Cor. 5:17.

4. The suffering that we pass through to be renewed does not compare with
the glory of our being new—4:17-18; Rom. 8:18.

5.As we pass through afflictions, there needs to be a continual renewing
taking place in us day by day so that God can accomplish His heart's
desire—2 Cor. 4:16-17; Eph. 1:4-5,9, 11-12.

§Day 6

D.The renewing of the inner man takes place as the inner man is
nourished with the fresh supply of the resurrection life of Christ—
John 11:25; Phil. 3:10:

1.As our outer man is being consumed by the killing work of death, our
inner man—our regenerated spirit with our inward parts—is being
metabolically renewed day by day with the supply of resurrection life—
Jer.31:33; Heb. 8:10; Rom. 7:22, 25; 12:2; 2 Cor. 4:16; Eph. 4:23.

2.The more our inner man is renewed, the more the functions of our soul
are also renewed—Rom. 12:2.

3.0ur mingled spirit spreads into our mind and becomes the spirit
of the mind; it is in such a spirit that we are being renewed for our
transformation—Eph. 4:23; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2.

E.Because we have been born of God to be children of God with the life
and nature of God, we all have the divine element energizing in us—
John 1:12-13; 3:15; 1 John 5:11-12; 2 Pet. 1:3-4:

1.In this divine element is the renewing capacity—Rom. 12:2.

2.In the resurrection life of Christ, the divine life has the renewing
capacity—John 11:25; Phil. 3:10; Rev. 21:5a.

3. The capacity in the divine life is renewing us in all our actions—Rom. 6:4;
7:6.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021)-Holy Word Morning Revival-Week 5-Outline-Page 5



4 BN TFRER N Z 2B &S ay E ERAYERE - 4.We need to experience and enjoy the renewing capacity in the
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day by day—2 Cor. 1:9; 4:16.
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WEEK 5—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 6:4 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into
His death, in order that just as Christ was raised from the dead..., so
also we might walk in newness of life.

5:17 ... Much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the
gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

We were buried with Christ into His death, and now we have been
resurrected as He was. Hence, we should walk in newness of life. This newness
of life is very much related to the life-giving Spirit, who is Christ Himself in
His resurrection. The way to walk in newness of life is the Spirit. When we are
immersed in the water, we enter into death, but when we come out of the water;,
we enter into resurrection. We all need to have such a wonderful realization
and understanding of baptism. After baptism we become a new person in
resurrection. Resurrection is not only a future state; it is also a present process.
To walk in newness of life means to live today in the realm of resurrection and
to reign in life. This kind of living deals with all that is of Adam in us until we
are fully transformed and conformed to the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29). (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3052)

Today’s Reading

The newness of life mentioned in Romans 6:4 is the likeness of His
resurrection mentioned in verse 5. We all should walk in this newness of
life. We must see that we have grown together with Christ in the likeness
of His death, that is, in baptism, and that we will grow together with Him in
the likeness of His resurrection, that is, in the newness of His resurrected
life. This means that we must see that we have died with Him and that we
are now growing with Him. We were buried with Him in baptism, and we
are now growing with Him in His resurrection, in His divine life. We must
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walk according to this vision; that is, we must walk in newness of life. In
our daily life and our meetings, we need to live, behave, act, work, and do
everything in newness of life. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3052-3053)

Being saved in the life of Christ in Romans 5:10 corresponds with walking
in newness of life in 6:4. If we are being saved in His life, then we are walking
in newness of life. Sometimes a husband may give his wife an unpleasant look.
In this situation the sister should simply walk in newness of life. This is to be
saved in the life of Christ. However, if she returns the unpleasant look, she is not
walking in the newness of Christ’s life. Rather, she is in the oldness of Adam’s
death.

Husbands and wives who have exulting faces are living in the life of Christ.
The expression of this life is resurrection. The resurrection of Christ is the
expression of something new. Therefore, to live in the life of Christ is to live
in the newness of life.... If we desire to be saved daily and constantly, we must
realize that we are persons who are dead and buried. But we are no longer in
the tomb; we are now in resurrection.

To display an unpleasant face to our spouse is to revive the buried old
man.... If we allow the old man to return, we are not living in newness of life.
Rather, we are in the oldness of death. We must live a life in resurrection, and
this life is based upon the all-inclusive death of Christ. The Christian story
is a wonderful story. There is the historical side of the story, which consists
of the facts, and there is also the experiential side, the side of our daily life.
According to history, the old man was buried, but in our daily life, the old
man is still lodging with us. A house is a lodging place for living persons, but
a tomb is for dead persons. In a sense, our body is a tomb for the old creation.
We have to tell the old man, “I am not your house for you to live in. I am your
tomb for you to be buried in.” (CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and
Growth in Life,” pp. 98-100)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 299-300,
358; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,” ch. 16
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WEEK 5—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 7:6 But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to
that in which we were held, so that we serve in newness of spirit and
not in oldness of letter.

1:9 For God is my witness, whom | serve in my spirit in the gospel of His
Son...

2 Tim. 4:22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

Romans 7:6 shows that as the wife we must...serve the Lord in newness
of spirit, not in oldness of letter. We have to realize that in 6:4 we have
the newness of life for our living; in 7:6 we have the newness of spirit for
our service. Newness of life issues from our being identified with Christ’s
resurrection and is for our walk in our daily life. Newness of spirit issues from
our being discharged from the law and being joined to the resurrected Christ
and is for our service to God. Thus, both newness of spirit and newness of life
are results of the crucifixion of the old man.

Furthermore, both newness of life and newness of spirit are related to the
Spirit. The newness of life is related to Christ Himself in His resurrection, who
is the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). The spirit in the phrase newness of
spirit refers to our regenerated human spirit, in which the Lord as the Spirit
dwells (2 Tim. 4:22). We may serve in newness of spirit because God has
renewed our spirit. Everything that is related to our regenerated spirit is new,
and everything that comes out of our spirit is new. Our regenerated spirit is
a source of newness because the Lord, the life of God, and the Holy Spirit are
there. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3065)

Today’s Reading
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We all must learn how to exercise our spirit. When you come to the meetings
of the church, do not exercise your memory. Exercise your spirit. If you exercise
your spirit, you will have something new to offer the brothers and sisters.... If
[ retain a great deal of information in my memory and try to give a message
according to this memorized material, that message will be old, filled with the
oldness of dead knowledge. However, if [ forget my memory and exercise my
spirit as I give the message, something new will burst forth.... In one meeting
[ stood up to speak but was not clear concerning the content of the message. |
stood by faith, exercising my spirit. Immediately, the matter of the seven Spirits
in the book of Revelation came forth. Everyone who heard that message can
testify that it was new, fresh, powerful, and living. (Life-study of Romans, p.
149)

In my whole Christian life, I have not seen many living weddings. Nearly all
of them were dead. One pastor, however, instead of going on according to the
regulations in letters, wept with tears before the bride and the bridegroom.
Then he told the bridegroom, “Today you are not standing in my presence.
You are standing in the Lord’s presence. I realize where you stand as a young
man. | know you. I am so concerned today for you.” This was the newness of
the spirit.... That day the pastor just broke through the dead letter. He broke
through the oldness. Later on, that young man was really captured by God due
to that wedding.

Today we must serve the Lord in the way of newness. When we come
together to meet, we must meet in the way of newness. To be kept in the way of
oldness is easy. If [ were a pastor, it would be easy for me, having just studied
four years in a seminary, to get myself acquainted with a prayer book and read
certain portions for certain occasions. But if you are going to serve in newness
of spirit, you must keep yourself in the presence of the Lord and living in the
spirit by contacting the Lord. Otherwise, you would not have the newness, but
spontaneously you would have the oldness. To have the oldness is easy, but to
keep the newness you need to contact the Lord day by day. (CWWL, 1965, vol. 3,
“Our Human Spirit,” p. 245)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msgs. 11-12; CWWL, 1965, vol. 3,
“Our Human Spirit,” ch. 5
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WEEK 5—DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after
Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

The outer man is our body and our soul, with the body as its organ and the
soul as its life and person. The inner man is our regenerated spirit with our
renewed soul. The regenerated spirit is its life and person, and the renewed
soul is its organ. The life of the soul must be denied (Matt. 16:24-25), but
the functions of the soul, the mind, will, and emotion, must be renewed and
uplifted by being subdued (2 Cor. 10:4-5) to be used by the spirit, the person of
the inner man.

The Greek word rendered “decaying” also means “being consumed, being
wasted away, being worn out.” By the continued Kkilling, the working of death,
our outer man, that is, our material body with its animating soul (1 Cor. 15:44),
is being consumed and worn out. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, p. 98)

Today’s Reading

In the church life we are experiencing the renewing of the mind and the
uplifting of the mind. As our mind is subdued by the Lord, it is renewed. Then it
can be used by our spirit, which is the person of the inner man. The outer man
is being consumed. It is being worn out and put to death. But the inner man
is being renewed day by day. Being consumed implies decreasing, and being
renewed implies increasing. Thus, our outer man is decreasing, and our inner
man is increasing. Outwardly my body is getting older, but my inner man is
getting younger and newer.
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The inner man is renewed by being nourished with the fresh supply of
resurrection life. As our mortal body, our outer man, is being consumed by
the killing work of death, our inner man, that is, our regenerated spirit with
the inward parts of our being (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10; Rom. 7:22, 25), is being
metabolically renewed day by day with the supply of resurrection life.

Being renewed is similar to being constituted.... In order for us to be
renewed, some element must be added to us. This renewing element is the
treasure hidden within us (2 Cor. 4:7). However,... it is not adequate simply to
have the treasure within. There is also the need for the killing, the destroying,
the consuming, the grinding. For this reason, inwardly we have the treasure,
and outwardly we have the environment.

It is impossible for us to escape God’s hand....You may still use your
cleverness to escape the breaking and the grinding. No one is able to deal with
you. However, those who try the hardest to escape the breaking eventually
suffer the most. It is our destiny to be consumed.

The Lord sovereignly uses our environment to consume us. Do not think
that it is because you are wrong that you need to be consumed. Actually, it is
because you are right that you need to be consumed.... Paul was very right.
This was the reason he needed a great deal of consuming. This does not mean,
however, that you should purposely try to do something wrong. If you are
wrong, you may be punished. You may wonder what you should do, since you
will be consumed if you are right and punished if you are wrong. The answer is
that you should not do anything.

The more we experience the consuming, the putting to death, of the outer
man, the more our inner man is renewed. Our regenerated spirit with our
renewed mind, emotion, and will needs to be resurrected, developed, enlarged,
and refreshed. Therefore, as the outer man is being consumed, the inner man
is being resurrected, renewed, and developed. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp.
99-101, 307-308)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 11, 34-37; CWWL, 1963,
vol. 1, “The Believer’s Experience of Transformation,” ch. 4
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WEEK 5—DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:17 So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
things have passed away; behold, they have become new.

Eph. 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

Anything created by God that does not have God in it as its life, nature,
appearance, and expression is old, but anything that has God within it as its
life, nature, appearance, and expression is a new creation. Before we were
regenerated, we were the old creation. After we were regenerated, we became
a new creation. To be regenerated is to be made a new creation [cf. 2 Cor. 5:17].....
In the sense of being in Christ, we are the new creation, but in actuality in our
daily life, we are not that new because we do not have Christ as the only One
who occupies us, who fills us up, and who is our life, nature, appearance, and
expression. Even though we have been regenerated to be made a new creation,
we are still the old creation most of the time according to our daily walk in
actuality. Regardless of how long we have been in the Lord, we still keep our old
habits. Sometimes we live in the spirit to live Christ, but most of the time we
still live in our old habit, our old nature. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed
Day by Day,” pp. 355-356)

Today’s Reading

We have God doctrinally, but we may lack God as our life and nature in our
daily life. We may be slow in our disposition, but many times God’s nature
is to do things immediately, especially in the meetings. We may be quiet in
our nature, but God wants us to be a new creation to utter something in the
meetings against our natural habit. God desires that we all be His new creation,
having Him as our nature. He also wants us to express Him. God is our portion,
but can we say that He is our new habit? We all have to be brought out of our
old habit into taking God as our new habit.
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After we have been regenerated, we have God, but we do not have much of
God. This is why Colossians 2:19 says that we need to grow with the growth
of God, or increase with the increase of God. This means that we grow by the
increase of God within us. If we have little increase of God, we grow little. If
we have much increase of God, we grow much. When we have God in us to the
fullest, we will have the full growth. God has to be increased within us. When
God is increasing within us, His new element is being added into us. When
the divine element comes into us, it renews us regardless of whether we are
slow or quick in our natural disposition. As we are contacting God, God infuses
Himself as the divine element into our being. This new element is added into
our existing element. When this new element is added into us, something is
worked out within us.

God desires to add Himself into our being, but He does not increase in us
when we do not contact Him. We may go through a period of time in which
we do not contact God or pray to Him. Instead, we are doing everything
by ourselves and in ourselves. During this time, God is not added into our
being, and we are not increasing with the increase of God. This is why we
encourage all the saints to have morning watch. Our morning watch with the
Lord is not just for us to exercise our mind to read the letter of the Bible, but
it is for us to exercise our spirit. This is why we have to say “O Lord Jesus.”
Our calling on the Lord is our spiritual breathing. We have to contact God
by praying to Him and calling on Him. Then He adds Himself into us. When
we contact Him, He is adding more and more of the divine element into our
being. As the new element of God is being added into our being, this new
element metabolically renews us. [ may be a quick person naturally, but
because God’s element comes into my being, this element renews my natural
habit. I may be slow in my natural disposition, but God renews me with His
element to discharge my old element. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed
Day by Day,” pp. 356-358)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by Day,” chs. 1-2;
Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 47, 94
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WEEK 5—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:17-18 ...If...we suffer with Him...we may also be glorified with
Him. For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the coming glory to be revealed upon us.

Titus 3:5 Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according to
His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and the
renewing of the Holy Spirit.

We may be good saints in the church who have been kept and preserved by
the Lord, but have we been renewed with the divine element? Is there some
renewing going on with us, or are we remaining the same day by day and
year after year? It would be tragic if we would pass through many sufferings
and still remain the same. In order to consummate His renewing work in us
and with us, God becomes our life and nature within. In addition to this, God
as the sovereign Lord controls the entire universe in order to renew us. God
uses the environment in order to work His life and nature into us. Without the
environment, we could never be renewed. We would remain the same. (CWWL,
1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by Day,” p. 358)

Today’s Reading

God desires to renew us...We may be the most right persons and still
be the most old persons. We may be strong in our habit and strong in what
we are. God’s intention is not merely to chastise or correct us but to use
the outward environment to trouble us, to remind us, and to wake us up to
realize that we have God as our nature, yet we do not live Him according to
His nature. We possess Him for our enjoyment, but we do not live Him as our
nature.

Do we discipline our children according to God’s nature? We may discipline
them according to our disposition, our being, and our habit. God, therefore,
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uses the environment to put us into “prison.” Then we are reminded to pray,
and the eventual outcome of our prayer is not merely that we get corrected but
that we get renewed.... Formerly, we disciplined our children with ourselves,
by ourselves, and in ourselves...Now God is in our disciplining of our children,
and our disciplining them becomes a human-divine disciplining. The father is
doing the disciplining, yet his disciplining is the divine disciplining because it is
full of God. God is in it. God uses the outward environment in which we suffer
to renew us.

We are renewed by the addition of God into our being, by having more
of the divine element added into our being.... The real Christian life is to
have God added into us morning and evening and day by day. The problem
today is that people do everything without God. What God cares for is that
His chosen ones would learn to cooperate with Him by allowing Him to be
added into them day by day. God is daily being added to us for the purpose of
metabolically transforming us....This new element is God Himself, and the old
element is us.

Our God is daily waiting for a chance to add Himself into all of us. If we
would give Him the opportunity and the opening, He will add Himself into our
being as the new element, not merely to correct us but to replace us, to renew
us. Sometimes God may allow the church to pass through a “storm.” God may
allow this “storm” to occur because He wants us to be renewed. The tragic thing
is that while we are suffering in the “storm,” we would remain the same with
no renewing. I hope that we will consider this matter. We have to pray, “Lord, |
don’t want to remain the same. I do not want to remain the same this year as |
was last year. | want to be renewed day by day.” God’s intention is for us to be
renewed day by day. In order to be renewed, we need the new addition of God
into us daily. Daily we need to contact God, open ourselves up to Him, and let
Him come into us to be a new addition into us day by day. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2,
“Being Renewed Day by Day,” pp. 358-361)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The Central Line of the Divine
Revelation,” chs. 11, 23-24
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WEEK 5—DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

Rev. 21:5 And He who sits on the throne said, Behold, | make all things
new. And He said, Write, for these words are faithful and true.

The divine element is very active. It is energizing, it works, and it is
organic...Within the divine life that we are enjoying today, there is a renewing
capacity...When I use the word capacity, | mean the ability of the divine life in
its nature. In God’s divine nature there is the ability that is energizing all day.
Once the divine life with the divine nature gets into us, it energizes within us.
We all have the divine element energizing in us, and in this divine element
there is the renewing capacity.

We may use soap as an illustration because it has the capacity to wash away
dirt. There is the ability to wash away dirt in the nature of the soap. Likewise,
in the divine life that we have received and that we are enjoying, there is a
renewing capacity according to its nature...We need to enjoy the renewing
capacity of the divine life in resurrection day by day. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being
Renewed Day by Day,” p. 361)

Today’s Reading

Every morning we should contact the Lord. First, we have to confess our
sins. Second, we have to reject ourselves. In rejecting ourselves, we pass
through the death of Christ, and the death of Christ kills us. In 2 Corinthians 4
Paul talks about “the putting to death of Jesus” (v. 10). This means that Jesus, in
a positive sense, is always killing us. In many medicines today there is a healing
element and a killing element that kills the bad germs and bacteria within us.
In Jesus there is the killing element.... In this dose there is the killing power.
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Morning after morning we need to come to the Lord and take Him as our...
daily antibiotic. When we take Him as our medication, we enjoy the killing of
Jesus, or the putting to death of Jesus. This Killing is the process of renewing.
Furthermore, this killing brings in resurrection.... In the resurrection of Christ
the divine life has the renewing capacity. When we reject ourselves in the
morning to receive God into us, we have the sense during the day that a killing
process is going on within us. Also, there is a capacity in the divine life that is
renewing us in all our actions.

God’s intention is altogether to make us new. This is not an overnight
matter.... It requires us to contact God, to receive God, and to get God added into
us all the day. It requires us to pray, confessing our sins and rejecting ourselves
to take the cross of Christ. To take the cross of Christ is a killing, and this
killing is death. This death brings in resurrection, and in this resurrection the
divine life in us will carry out its renewing capacity. Then we will be changed
metabolically.

Moment by moment we have to receive God so that He can be added into
us, and we have to reject ourselves to receive the death of Christ so that we can
cooperate with the Lord within us. Then we will enjoy not only the renewing
capacity but also the renewing result, which is a metabolic change in our
behavior, in our character, in our disposition, and even in our habit. The most
difficult thing to renew is our habit. When we experience God in Christ daily,
we will see that God’s intention is to renew us bit by bit, especially to renew
our habit.

God desires us to be the new creation. When all of the Lord’s children pass
through the process of renewing to become the New Jerusalem, they will be in a
state of being fully renewed. The holy city is called the New Jerusalem because
it has no old element of God’s old creation. As we pass through afflictions, there
needs to be a continual renewing taking place in us day by day so that God can
accomplish His heart’s desire. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by
Day,” pp. 361-363)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1966, vol. 2, “The Divine Spirit with the Human
Spirit in the Epistles,” ch. 3; CWWL, 1965, vol. 3, “The Spirit in the Epistles,” ch. 2
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2. O Thou art God, and Thou art “new®;
Without Thee all is worn,
But all with Thee is ever fresh,
Though many years have gone.

3. Each blessing Thou hast given us
Thy newness doth contain;
Thy covenant, Thy ways are new,
And ever thus remain.

4. Now we Thy new creation are—
New spirit and new heart;
We're daily from the old renewed,
New life Thou dost impart.
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For all is newness there.

6. O Father, Thou art ever new,
And all is new in Thee;
We sing the new eternal song,
New praise we give to Thee.
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Week Six

Entering into Christ’'s Wonderful Shepherding

in His Heavenly Ministry to Shepherd the Church of God
as a Slave of God for the Fulfillment of the Dream of God

Hymns:

Scripture Reading: Acts 20:19-20, 28, 31; John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 2:25; Matt. 24:45-

47;25:3-4,9, 22-23

.

§Day 1

We need to enter into Christ's wonderful shepherding in
His heavenly ministry by enjoying and ministering Christ to
shepherd the church of God as a slave of God for the fulfillment
of the dream of God, the eternal purpose of God—Acts 20:19-
20,28, 31; Rom. 1:1; Gal. 6:17; Mark 9:7-8; Eph. 3:11:

A.God's dream is the dream of His eternal purpose to have the reality of

Bethel, the house of God, the mutual dwelling place of God and man; in
this universe God is doing only one thing—He is building His eternal
habitation for His eternal expression—Gen. 28:11-12, 16-19a; Matt.
16:18; John 14:23; 15:5; Rev. 21:3, 22.

B.Christ as the Slave-Savior did not come to be served, but to serve;

as the great Shepherd of the sheep, He served us in the past, He still
serves us in the present, and He is going to serve us in the future—
Mark 10:45; Luke 22:26-27; 12:37; Heb. 13:20; Rev. 7:17; Gen.
48:15.
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C.Whenever we have a need, we can come to the Lord and let Him serve
us so that He can serve others through us; as the life-giving Spirit, the
Slave-Savior shepherds others through us by dispensing Himself as
life into us so that we can become the channel for Him to dispense
Himself as life into others—Matt. 26:13; John 13:12-17; 1 John 3:16;
John 10:10; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:6.

D.Our service to the Lord in time is a preparation for our service to Him
in the next age and in eternity—Matt. 25:21; Rev. 22:3:

1. Our usefulness before God is the result of our being mingled with Him;
the measure of God in us is the measure of our usefulness before Him—
Col. 2:19; Heb. 13:20; Phil. 2:13; 3:8-9.

2.God's only goal in time is to dispense Himself into us day by day so
that we may be fully mingled with Him; all our service is a matter of
God coming into us and coming out of us—John 7:37-39; 2 Cor. 3:2-3, 6,
16-18.

E.Christ as the Steward in God's house makes us the dispensing
stewards of the mysteries of God and of the varied grace of God for the
carrying out of His eternal economy, His household administration—1
Cor. 4:1; Eph. 3:2; 1 Pet. 4:10; Isa. 22:15-22.

§Day 2

II. To shepherd the flock of God is to watch over the souls of the
saints, being one with the Lord as the Shepherd and Overseer
of their souls in His care for the welfare of their inner being

and in His exercising His oversight over the condition of their
real person—John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-6; Heb. 13:17:

A.For the sake of the flock, the elders must enjoy the Lord every day as
grace and truth so that they may be dispensers of grace and truth—
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Eph. 3:2; 4:29; 1 Tim. 3:2b; 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:24-26; Titus 1:9.

B.For the sake of the flock, the elders need to buy the oil every day (Matt.
25:3-4, 9), to pay the price to gain more of the Spirit, by buying the
truth of God's economy (Prov. 23:23), buying gold refined by fire that
they may be rich toward God, buying white garments that they may
be clothed with Christ by living out Christ, and buying eyesalve as the
anointing Spirit to heal their blindness (Rev. 3:18).

C.For the sake of the flock, the co-workers and elders need to be
faithful and prudent slaves, taking care of the Lord's possessions and
investing their spiritual gift by giving the food of the word of God, the
full gospel of God's economy, to the sinners, the believers, and the
churches—Rom. 1:1; Matt. 24:45-47; 25:22-23.

§Day 3

[1I. The elders should not lord it over God's flock, which is God's
possession; the churches are God's possession, allotted to the

elders as their portion, entrusted to them by God for their
care—1 Pet. 5:3-4:

A.To lord it over others is to exercise lordship over those who are ruled
(Matt. 20:25); among the believers we are all brothers, and only Christ
is our Lord, our Master, and the Lord of the harvest (23:8, 10; Luke
10:2).

B.The elders in the church can take the leadership (not the lordship)
only by becoming patterns of the flock, taking the lead to serve and
care for the church so that the believers may follow—1 Pet. 5:3; 1
Thes. 5:12-13; 1 Tim. 4:12; 5:17.

C.We should not tell the saints where to live, what to do, or where to
go without directing them to pray so that we can honor Christ as the
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Head of the Body:

1. Any decisions that you make by yourself for others are an insult to Christ
as the Head of the Body; none of us should ever tell others where they
should go; what an insult this is to the Lord!—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.

2.1f you have told others where to move, you must repent and ask them to
forgive you because you gave them instructions about what they should do;
to do this is to usurp the position of the Lord and to make yourself the Lord.

3.Concerning any move you make in the Lord's recovery, you must go
directly to the Lord Himself and pray; you must have the assurance that
the Lord is sending you; everything must be brought into the presence
of the Lord, and everyone should pray until he is clear about the Lord's
leadings—Mark 1:35-38; 2 Cor. 2:12-14.

D.We also need to check whether the leading we have from the Lord
corresponds to the feeling of the Body—Acts 13:1-4a; 21:4, 11:

1.1f the leading ones, after much prayer, are truly burdened about a certain
matter, through fellowship they should pass on their burden to the saints
and ask the saints to pray; eventually, the saints will receive a personal
leading from the Lord, and they may move accordingly.

2.1f you move to a place without prayer and fellowship, you will be shaken
when tests, afflictions, and persecutions come; if you pray and fellowship,
you will have the assurance that the Lord sent you there, and you will
never regret your move, no matter what the outward situation may be.

§Day 4

E.We need to be careful about directing or controlling the young saints
related to their marriage—Matt. 19:5-6:

1.In the church life all we can do concerning the young people's marriage is
to minister life to them; we must help them to look to the Lord's leading,
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problems, and building up a permanent, lasting oneness of the Spirit.

3.We have to do our best to recover a fallen saint; even if it took eight
months or a year to get one or two sinful saints recovered, this would be
a great thing—Gal. 6:1-2; 1 John 5:16a.

4.This is to bear away the iniquity and solve the problems of the people
of God; furthermore, this kind of ministry by the Spirit and in love will
maintain the oneness of the Spirit in the church life—Col. 3:12-15.

§Day 6
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restricted in their speaking—John 6:63; Acts 6:10:

A.Those who cover others' sins, defects, and shortcomings enjoy, gain,
and receive blessing, but uncovering brings in a curse—Prov. 10:12;
James 5:19-20; Gen. 9:21-27.

B.The elders need to realize that in their shepherding, they have to
cover others' sins, not to take account of others' evils—1 Cor. 13:5-7.

C.Love covers all things, not only the good things but also the bad things;
whoever uncovers the defects, shortcomings, and sins of the members
of the church is disqualified from the eldership—cf. Matt. 24:49.

D.The elders should not speak reviling words (to revile is to rebuke or criticize
harshly or abusively; to assail with abusive language); those who take in
reviling words bear the same responsibility as those who speak reviling
words; in order for the church to maintain the oneness, the brothers and
sisters must withstand reviling words—1 Cor. 6:10; cf. Num. 6:6; Lev. 5:3.

E. The consciousness of sin comes from knowing God; in the same way, the
consciousness of reviling words comes from the knowledge of the Body;
reviling words are opposed to the testimony of the Body—1 Cor. 1:10.

F.God will never entrust authority to those who by nature like to
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WEEK 6—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.

Luke 22:26-27 ...Let...the one who leads [become] like the one who
serves....I am in your midst as the one who serves.

12:37 ...When he comes, ...he will gird himself, ...have them recline at
table, and...serve them.

Three passages [in Mark and Luke] help us see how Christ served us in the
past, still serves us in the present, and is going to serve us in the future. Mark
10:45... mentions that the Son of Man came to serve everybody. Whoever comes
to the Lord, the Lord always serves them. The Lord feeds the hungry; He heals
the sick ones. Without regard to the time and place, the Lord always serves us.
The highest service of the Lord was giving His life as a ransom for many. He
gave His life to serve man.

Luke 22:26-27...concerns Christ serving His disciples. “I am in your midst as
the one who serves.” We should remember that the Lord is among us to serve
us. This is grace!

Luke 12:37... is too gracious! How can this be possible? However, the Lord
said He will serve us again in the future. Have we ever asked Christ to serve
us? Some brothers have said that their prayers are too cold and that they have
to do something to stir themselves up again. At such times they should realize
that Christ can serve them in that very matter. Some have felt that they have no
interest in the Bible and worry about what they should do the next day. They
should realize that in that very matter, Christ can serve them also. (CWWN, vol.
17, pp- 191, 193-194)

Today’s Reading
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The bread before us at the Lord’s table clearly demonstrates how Christ has
served us. His body was broken for all of us. The meaning of salvation is that
Christ serves us first, and then we serve Him. His serving does not end with the
cross. Even now He is among us to continue His service. Whenever we have a
need, we ought to come to the Lord and let Him serve us. (CWWN, vol. 17, pp.
191-192)

God has put us in time in order to train us and make us useful for eternity.
Time is like a school; it is a place where we receive spiritual training and
education. Our spiritual training and education in time will make us useful to
God in eternity.... Our service in time is a preparation for our service in eternity.
If we learn our lesson well, the Lord will entrust us with greater works when
He comes back [cf. Matt. 25:21]. Today is the time for us to learn; our proper
service does not begin until the Lord comes back.... Revelation 22 tells us that
we will serve God in eternity (v. 3). God places us among His children today in
order for us to serve together with all of them. [ say again: Our service in time
today is a preparation for our service in eternity.

On the day that we were saved, the Lord put His life within us. Thereafter,
He has been training us step by step by means of specific instances, so
that we would learn to cooperate with God and be mingled with Him. God
wants to mingle His nature into man and make man useful in His hand. The
measure of God in us is the measure of usefulness we have before Him. When
the measure of God increases, our usefulness also increases. His measure
does not increase merely through studying the Bible and prayer; He mingles
Himself into us through the things we do. All spiritual usefulness comes from
God’s life being mingled into us. In fact, our usefulness before God is nothing
other than the result of the mingling of His nature within us; that which is
mingled into us becomes our spiritual usefulness. When God mingles Himself
into us, the expression of such a life becomes our usefulness....God’s only goal
in time is to dispense His element into us day by day. (CWWN, vol. 37, pp.
181-182)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 68-69, 77, 120; CWWN, vol. 37,
chs. 2, 29; Life-study of Isaiah, msg. 42
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WEEK 6—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:25 For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

5:4 And when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will receive the
unfading crown of glory.

Peter was so impressed with [the] commission of the Lord [to shepherd His
sheep] that in [1 Peter] he tells the believers that they were like sheep being
led astray, but they have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer (Christ)
of their souls (2:25). Christ’s shepherding of His flock includes His caring for
their outward things and also their inner being, their souls. He takes care of the
things concerning their souls by overseeing their souls. Christ indwells us to be
our life and everything, but He is also overseeing, observing, the condition and
situation of our inner being. He shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our
inner being and by exercising His oversight over the condition of our soul, our
real person.

Peter exhorts the elders to shepherd the flock of God among them so that
when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, they, the faithful elders, will receive the
unfading crown of glory (5:1-4). (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-
study of the Gospel of John,” p. 448)

Today’s Reading

To be filled with the Spirit in our soul requires that we pay the price to deny
our self in every aspect of our living. How much we deny the self determines
how much room we give to Christ and how much oil we buy. In our daily life
and in every matter, we all need to pay the price by denying our self to gain
more of the Spirit as the oil. As a result, Christ will make His home in our heart,
spreading Himself into all the parts of our inner being. Eventually, our being as
the vessel to contain Christ will be completely filled with the Spirit as the oil.
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We have Christ in our spirit as the lamp, but our soul as the vessel may be
filled with many useless things. We need to pay the price to throw out all these
things. The more we empty our vessel in this way, the more Jesus as the oil
comes into it. The oil is in our spirit, waiting to invade and penetrate our mind,
emotion, and will. If we afford an opening in our soul, the oil will come in. The
more we empty and unload our vessel, the more room we will afford for the
divine oil to fill us. Christ is making His home in our heart until we are filled
unto all the fullness of God. To be filled is to have the oil in our vessel. This is
our need today. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, pp. 545-546)

Matthew 24:45 tells us the way to serve; it is to “give them food at the
proper time.” Give them food refers to ministering the word of God and Christ
as the life supply to the believers in the church. Our speaking in the meetings
and our visiting people in their homes to minister Christ to them is our giving
them food. Toward ourselves, we must deny our soul and follow the Lord in
spirit, and toward others, we must learn to always minister the word of God
and Christ as the life supply.

A young person should not make an excuse and say, “I cannot feed others; I
need them to feed me.” The Lord will not accept this excuse. If the young ones
enjoy the Lord and experience Him day by day, they will have some riches that
they can minister to their parents. When a young sister comes home from a
meeting, her father may be in need of food, and the next day at the breakfast
table he may be in need again. At such times there is no need for the young
sister to teach her father. She can simply pass on to him something of the
nourishment of Christ that she has received. This is to give food to a member of
the Lord’s household at the proper time. Such a sister will also be able to feed
her classmates at school and even her teachers. She will even be able to speak
something in the church meetings and feed the whole congregation. (CWWL,
1970, vol. 1, p. 228)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 4, 11;
CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” ch. 13
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WEEK 6—DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 5:2-3 Shepherd the flock of God among you, overseeing not under
compulsion but willingly, according to God; not by seeking gain
through base means but eagerly; nor as lording it over your allotments
but by becoming patterns of the flock.

Any decisions that you make by yourself for others are an insult to the
Spirit. If you have done this, you must repent and, if necessary, ask the others
to forgive you because you gave them instructions about what they should do.
None of us should ever tell others where they should go. What an insult this is
to the Lord! Who are you? Who authorized you to make suggestions to others?
You need to help the others to contact the Lord. Young brothers and sisters,
you need to pray. Yes, we are burdened and led of the Lord to work on the
campuses. But the young people must bring this matter to the Lord, pray, and
offer themselves to the Lord once again, saying, “Lord, [ want to go on with You.
Lord, where do You want me to go?” Everyone must pray until he is clear about
the Lord’s leading. Do not expect others to instruct you where you should go.
That is organization, religion. Every one of us, from the leaders to the least
among us, must be brought into the presence of the Lord to contact Him. Yes,
the Lord is moving to the campuses, but perhaps in His sovereignty He will not
allow you to go. He may lead hundreds of others to go, but He may tell you to
stay where you are. This will be a proof that what is taking place among us is
not a movement but absolutely a matter of the Lord’s leading. (CWWL, 1977,
vol. 2, “The Spirit and the Body,” pp. 285-286)

Today’s Reading
We all must go into the presence of the Lord and pray for some time...We
are not in any kind of movement. Everything must be brought into the presence

of the Lord. I cannot go to the Lord for you; you must go to the Lord yourself.
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We all must learn this lesson that no one can go to the Lord for someone else.
That is the clergy-laity hierarchy.

Do not say, as if it were a mere slogan, “I am following the flow.” The real
flow is the Lord Himself. How wrong it is to stir up a movement! That is an
insult to the Lord. It is an offense to Him. There must never be a movement
among us in the Lord’s recovery....Concerning any move you make in the Lord’s
recovery, you must go directly to the Lord Himself and pray.... You must have
the assurance that the Lord is sending you...We all must be clear concerning
the Lord’s leading to this extent. None of us should give any instructions to
others or make decisions for others. Do not take orders from anyone, and do
not give orders to anyone. Go to the Lord and pray. This is the proper way.

Suppose the leading ones, after much prayer, are truly burdened about a
certain matter. What they should do then is through fellowship pass on their
burden to the saints and ask the saints to pray. Eventually, the saints will
receive a personal leading from the Lord, and they may move accordingly. In
this way no one will be individualistic or rebellious. This is why we have the
Body. We have both the Spirit on the one hand and the Body on the other hand.
The Spirit and the Body keep us in balance. You need to check whether or not
the leading you have from the Lord corresponds to the feeling of the Body. We
need to be balanced.

When some hear about being balanced by the Body, they may think that this
matter of balance will produce the same result as if the leading ones made the
decision and told them where to go. It is possible that the outward result may
be the same, but the inward nature is absolutely different.

If you pray and fellowship, you honor the Lord, and you will also have the
assurance that it is the Lord who is leading you. Then after you move to a
certain place, you will have the assurance that the Lord sent you there, and you
will never regret your move, no matter what the outward situation may be.
(CWWL, 1977, vol. 2, “The Spirit and the Body,” pp. 286-289)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 2, “The Spirit and the Body,” ch. 1
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WEEK 6—DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 19:5-6 ...”For this cause shall a man leave his father and his mother
and shall be joined to his wife; and the two shall be one flesh.” So then
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has yoked
together, let man not separate.

The real, actual, and prevailing function of the elders is to minister life,
to feed people...The saints may come to you, especially the young ones, to
get your help concerning their marriage, their choice in marriage, and even
concerning their dating. I do not mean that we older ones should not help
them, but there is a great temptation in helping them in these kinds of things.
Eventually, we could fall into directing them or even somewhat controlling
them. This is very dangerous.

Only the Lord knows who is a good match for another person. We do not
know.... In the church life all we can do concerning the young people’s marriage
is to minister life to them. We must help them to look to the Lord’s leading, to
learn how to walk in the Spirit, and we should also help them not to indulge in
lust or to have their own taste or choice....We should not try to conduct them into
a marriage or match them. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 4: Other
Crucial Matters concerning the Practice of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 455-456)

Today’s Reading

There should not be any kind of controlling among us concerning the young
saints’ marriage....There is a temptation that the older ones among us would
think that they could help the young ones. This, however, is the human hand,
not the Lord’s hand.

The matter of marriage is very complicated and is most perplexing. We
should try to be very objective and try to render life to the young ones. Never
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try to bring two people together without any caution. This is dangerous....There
is no need for us to touch this matter in a natural way. We should leave this
matter to the Lord and pray for the ones concerned. We should render as much
life as we can to help them and never indicate who is their best match. We do
not control, and even the more, we do not conduct or indicate what brother or
sister might be best for them. If we leave this matter to the Lord, we will save
the church much trouble.

On the other hand, when the elders realize that some young saints are dating
in an improper way, they must render them some help. They should tell the ones
concerned that it is altogether not safe for a young brother to be with a young
sister in a loose way. Also, the elders should help them to consider their future.
They should consider the matter of not getting engaged too quickly before
marriage. They also must consider things regarding their family, their parents,
their job, their financial situation, and other responsibilities. This is a real help
in their human life. Sometimes young people are careless and are too much in
their lust. We should help them to learn how to pray about their marriage and
how to look to the Lord to restrict their indulgence and lust. We have to help
them in morality, in human life, in spirituality, and in the Lord’s way. They are
young in the Lord and need this kind of help. On the one hand, we should not
interfere with them; on the other hand, we have to help them in morality, in life,
in human living, in taking care of the future, concerning their parents, and even
in praying and seeking the Lord concerning the one whom they marry not being
their choice. They should be helped to leave this matter to the Lord. As elders,
we should do this because we are shepherding the flock....To help the saints
in the matter of their weddings is a “pure help.” There is nothing wrong with
this. To help them sign the papers for their marriage does not mean that we
are doing our best to bring them together. The Lord has already brought them
together. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 4: Other Crucial Matters
concerning the Practice of the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 456-457)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 4: Other
Crucial Matters concerning the Practice of the Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 9
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WEEK 6—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Lev. 10:17 Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the
sanctuary? For it is most holy, and He gave it to you to bear the iniquity
of the assembly, to make expiation for them before Jehovah.

Heb. 3:13 But exhort one another each day, as long as it is called “today,”
lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

If you know that someone has committed some sins, you have to pray for
him and learn to minister Christ as the sin-dealing life to him that he may deal
with his sins.... First, you yourself must be dealt with by enjoying Christ’s sin-
dealing life. Then you must minister such a Christ as the sin-dealing life to
others.... Leviticus tells us that the priests were to eat the sin offering in the
holy place that they might “bear the iniquity of the assembly, to make expiation
for them before Jehovah” (10:17). As you are enjoying Christ as the sin-dealing
life, you must have the capacity to bear the iniquity of God’s people. You must
learn to minister Christ to the dear ones who are in sin.

To minister Christ as the sin-dealing life to someone is not to go to him
to point out his fault and condemn him. This will only cause damage....
A person who sins usually has his heart hardened (Heb. 3:13). If you are
going to minister Christ to him, you have to trust in the Lord that you may
have the grace with the Spirit to soften his hardened heart. You have to
soften his heart and warm up his heart. Then the very Christ as life will
be actually, really, and richly ministered to him, and this life, which is the
Spirit, will work within him. You do not need to mention his fault, because
the life that gets into him as the life supply will do a lot....This is the way
to get rid of the sins among some saints. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “A Timely
Word,” pp. 54-55)

Today’s Reading
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The work to recover the sinful saints takes time. It cannot be quick.
You have to be patient. Even if it took eight months or a year to get one or
two sinful saints recovered, that would be a great thing. Galatians 6:1 says
that when a brother is overtaken in some offense, those who are spiritual
should restore him. We have to do our best to recover a fallen saint. Out of
one hundred saints meeting together, maybe two or three are living in a
sinful situation. Since you are enjoying Christ, you can pick up the burden
to take care of one of them. Another brother may have a burden for the
same person. Then you and he can fellowship about this one saint and work
together to help him. If you two can work together for half a year to get this
sinful brother recovered, this is a great, great help to the church life. This
kind of ministry is the element for us to maintain the oneness of the Spirit in
the church life.

The oneness can be maintained only in love by the Spirit. Criticism only
builds up division and destroys the oneness.... After six months of your
ministering Christ as the sin-dealing life to [a brother], his problem may be
gone. This is not only to bear the iniquity of the people of God but also to solve
the problems of the people of God. Furthermore, this is a practical way to
maintain the oneness of the Spirit among the saints.

Let us all be diligent to keep the oneness and endeavor to live a life of
love in the church life. Love builds up, but knowledge kills (1 Cor. 8:1; 2 Cor.
3:6). Always live a life in love. Whether or not you go to help a certain one is
secondary. The primary thing is to love all the saints, whether they are good
or bad, with the same love. We have a tendency to love the stronger saints but
not the weaker ones. We must love all the saints with the same love. As long
as someone is a saint, he is a member in the church, and we should love him
with the same love with which we love the other saints. This will kill the germs,
destroy the problems, and build up a permanent, lasting oneness of the Spirit.
(CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “A Timely Word,” pp. 55-56)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 3, “A Timely Word,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 5, “How to Be a Co-worker and an Elder and How to Fulfill Their
Obligations,” ch. 4
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WEEK 6—DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Psa. 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven; whose sin is
covered.

1 Cor. 13:4-5 Love suffers long. Love is kind; it is not jealous. Love does
not brag and is not puffed up; it does not behave unbecomingly and
does not seek its own things; it is not provoked and does not take
account of evil.

Nearly everyone loves a good person, but... if a brother is led astray from the
truth to attend the denominations or go to the movies, our small group may feel
that we do not need him, and we do not accept him because he is not qualified.
This is not love; this is hate. Love covers many sins....To uncover is not love.
Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins [Prov. 10:12]. We would rather
be like the sons of Noah who covered their father’s nakedness, which was
due to his drunkenness.... Covering brings in blessing, but uncovering brings
in a curse. This is not a small matter. Those who uncover suffer the curse,
but those who cover others’ sins, defects, and shortcomings enjoy, gain, and
receive blessing. Cover a multitude of sins in James 5:20 is an Old Testament
expression used by James to indicate that turning an erring brother back is
to cover his sins so that he is not condemned. Cover...sins here equals sins...
forgiven in verse 15, as in Psalm([s] 32:1...Jand] 85:2. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5,
“A Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the Lord,” pp.
15-16)

Today’s Reading

Love is not jealous, is not provoked, does not take account of evil, covers
all things, endures all things, never falls away, and is the greatest (1 Cor.
13:4-8, 13). Jealousy is in our nature. Also, love is not provoked. People are
easily provoked because of the shortage of love. Regardless of how much we
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are rebuked, we will not be provoked if we are filled with the divine love.
Love does not take account of evil. We have to confess that we have taken
account of other people’s evil. Some wives have a record, an account, of their
husband’s failures and defects. This record may not be written, but it is in
their mind.

The elders need to realize that in their shepherding, they have to cover
others’ sins, to not take account of others’ evils. Love covers all things, not
only the good things but also the bad things. Whoever uncovers the defects,
shortcomings, and sins of the members of the church is disqualified from the
eldership. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 123-124)

Both 2 Peter and Jude speak of the matter of reviling. Reviling is done through
our speaking...Those who take in reviling words bear the same responsibility
as those who speak reviling words.... In order for the church to maintain the
oneness, the brothers and sisters have to withstand reviling words.

The consciousness of sin comes from knowing God. In the same way, the
consciousness of reviling words comes from the knowledge of the Body.
Reviling words are opposed to the testimony of the Body.

We need to be a person who has been taught by God and who is under
control. Only those who do not speak carelessly or express their opinions
carelessly can hope to be used by God. Only these ones can represent the Head.
Only such people can lead the brothers and sisters on in the way ahead of them.
God will never entrust authority to those who by nature like to criticize.... If
you are a person with your head removed, you immediately sense when others’
heads have asserted themselves.... You know it because you have been judged
in this matter already.... If a brother has been dealt with in these two things,
that is, in the matter of speaking and in learning not to assume headship,
there is no difficulty in the exercise of authority. Those who cause problems in
these two matters do not know what the Body is. (Messages Given during the
Resumption of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, 1st ed., vol. 2, pp. 505-507, 509-510)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” ch. 8;
Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee’s Ministry, 1st ed.,
vol. 2, ch. 66
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

Jesus, our wonderful Shepherd

The Church — As God’s Flock 1221
Bb F/IA Gm Bb/F Ccm F’ Bb Bb’/D
b T T T T i T - T — i I T - 1
i * ; i
1. Je - sus, our won-der - ful Sheph - erd Broughtus right out of the fold
5 Ep Bb/D Gm o] c’/e F’
0
| ——
In - to His pas-ture so plen - teous, In - to His rich-es un - told.
Bb Bb/F Bb Bb/F Bb Gm cm F’
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(©) Glo - - ri-ous church life, Feast-ing from such a rich store!
13 Bb Eb Dm Gm Ccm F’ Bb Eb/Bb Bb
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| { T 1 Il Il T { 1l |
Here where we're dwell-ing  in one - ness God commandslife ev - er - more.

2. In the divisions He sought us,
Weary and famished for food;
Into the good land He brought us,
Oh, to our spirit how good!

3. Jesus Himself is our pasture,
He is the food that we eat;
We as His sheep are fed richly
Each time, whenever we meet.

4. Dwell we here on a high mountain,
Wet with the morning-fresh dew,
Slaking our thirst at the fountain,
Water so living and new.

5. Christ is our rest and enjoyment,
Here we have nothing to fear;

Here all the sheep dwell securely,
Kept by His presence so dear.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% X Week Seven

%Ml‘] TR2EA TR GEE, Our Need to Labor on the All-inclusive Christ to Have
FIREHF, BB PENAE, the Produce to Exhibit Christ in the Church and to Have
ﬂ—f—‘%&ﬁk*"é’]“/\*@ ot el ol a Surplus of Christ to Bring to the Church Meetings
i B AR 3 30 HE R A1 89 AT for the Corporate Worship of God Our Father

e Hymns:

m%E: PAT~10, +=6~7, 11~12, 18, + >~ Scripture Reading: Deut. 8:7-10; 12:6-7, 11-12, 18; 16:15-17; Eph. 3:8; John 4:23-
15~17, =8, w23 ~24 24

[A—] §Day 1
T BAX AR RER, A BB, 1 As believers in Christ who have been led by Christ into
SENT A T IX e a BT RA £ H, Himself as the good land typified by the land of Canaan, we
hE 2% A B—HKAT— 30, &— 12: need to labor on Christ—1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 1:12:

— e A }\ﬂ—;}}%ﬁilﬂé}i@, 55 AP 4% A.After the people of Israel entered into and possessed the land of
WG, ATIRR—FANT~10, T=6~ Canaan and received their allotted portion, they labored on the land—

7, 11~ 12 18: Deut. 8:7-10; 12:6-7,11-12, 18:
| TSR EFLENH TR R A 07 1.Whether or not they were willing to labor on the land was a serious
TEARHE b 22 E /T o matter; they had to labor on and cultivate the land.

—IEAEE v o P T Z R St L E A - 2.This is a picture of how we need to labor diligently on Christ so that we
Kl EstalZ hENEE —H =8 —7 7> may enjoy His all-inclusive riches—Eph. 3:8; 1:7; 2:7; 1 Cor. 15:58; Phil.
MRAT+F 58 » BE= 10 - 3:10.

= BMBEpBAREERGLEAETHAE, BR&%  B.The life we live after entering into Christ as the good land is a life of
TARBENESF—H—12, T+H16, AT 210: laboring on Christ—Col. 1:12; Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor. 15:10:
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1. As the Lord's people who are living in the all-inclusive Christ, we need to

labor on Christ, seeking Christ and enjoying Christ in every situation—
Col. 1:12; 3:1, 4, 10-11.

2.We are in a very rich land, but if we do not labor on it, there is no produce
for us to experience and enjoy—Eph. 1:7; 2:7; 3:8; 1 Cor. 15:58.

§Day 2

C. Although we need to labor on Christ as the land to produce Christ, we
need to realize that it is not we who produce Christ but Christ who
produces Himself in us through our labor—Phil. 2:13; Eph. 3:17; Col.
3:15-16:
1.We all need to labor on Christ and let Christ give us much produce; then

we will have rich experiences of Christ—Eph. 3:8; Phil. 4:19.

2.The harvest of Christ is the Christ on whom we have labored and have
reaped to be our harvest—3:10.

D.Every morning we need to pray, asking the Lord for the day's portion
of grace and consecrating ourselves to the Lord for the purpose of
experiencing and enjoying Him by laboring on Him—Rom. 12:1-2;
15:16.

E. Throughout the day we need to maintain our fellowship with the Lord
and thereby contact Him, labor on Him, apply Him, experience Him,
and enjoy Him—J]ohn 15:4-5, 11; 16:22; 1 Pet. 1:8.

§Day 3

F.Exercising our spirit is the key to laboring on Christ, experiencing
Christ, and producing Christ—1 Tim. 4:7:
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1. The way to labor on Christ is to exercise our spirit to contact the Spirit,
the reality of the all-inclusive Christ as the good land—Gal. 3:14.

2. Throughout the day, in every situation and in all our circumstances, we
should exercise our spirit to contact the Lord and experience Him—1
Tim. 4:7; Rom. 8:4; 1 Cor. 6:17; Phil. 4:11-13.

G.We labor on Christ as the good land by exercising our heart to have faith
in the Lord and to love the Lord and by exercising our spirit to contact
the Lord and to receive the dispensing of the all-inclusive life-giving
Spirit, the reality of Christ as the good land—2 Cor. 3:16; 13:14; Gal. 3:14.

§Day 4

[I. If we faithfully labor on the all-inclusive Christ, we will have
the riches of Christ as the produce to exhibit Christ in the
church—Eph. 3:8; 1 Cor. 14:26:

A.The proper life of Christians is to labor on Christ every day and thus
have the rich surplus of Christ to bring to the meetings for a rich
exhibition of Christ—v. 26:

1.We come together in the church meetings to have an exhibition of
Christ—Col. 1:18, 27.

2. Through our daily experiences of the riches of Christ, these riches will
become an exhibition of the produce of Christ—Eph. 3:8, 17-18; Col. 2:6,
9-10, 17.

3.0ur meetings should always be an exhibition to show forth what Christ
is, what Christ has, and what Christ does—Heb. 1:3; 2:9, 14; 1 John 3:8;
4:9, 15; Acts 2:24, 32-33; Rev. 1:17b-18.

B.We meet to exhibit not only the Christ given to us by God but also
the Christ we have produced, the Christ on whom we have labored
and whom we have experienced; this is the Christ whom we come
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together to exhibit—Col. 1:12-13; Phil. 3:10.

C.If we continually labor on Christ, we will have the rich surplus of
Christ to bring to meetings for a rich exhibition of Christ—1 Cor. 1:24,
30; 10:3-4; 14:26.

§Day 5

D.Whenever we come together, regardless of the kind of meeting we
are having, we should come with the Christ experienced by us as the
surplus to be offered to God and exhibited to the whole universe and
to the enemy, putting him to shame—]John 4:23-24; Eph. 3:10, 17; 4:15:

1.Then our meetings will be enriched and strengthened because they are
full of Christ—Col. 3:4, 10-11.

2.Such a church life is an exhibition of Christ, an expression of Christ—Eph.
3:21.

3.We need to bring the surplus of Christ to every meeting to exhibit
Christ—v. 8.

4.We need to enjoy Christ in our daily life and come together to exhibit
Him—1 Pet. 1:8.

E.To have proper Christian meetings, we need to contact the Lord daily
in our personal life and then come to the meetings with the realization
and understanding that we are coming to exhibit Christ and share
Christ with others—1 Cor. 14:26.

F."Whene'er we meet with Christ endued, / The surplus of His plenitude
/ We offer unto God as food / And thus exhibit Christ. / Let us exhibit
Christ, / Let us exhibit Christ; / We'll bring His surplus to the church /
And thus exhibit Christ"—Hymns, #864, stanza 1 and chorus.

§Day 6
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[II. We need to labor on the all-inclusive Christ in order to have
a surplus of Christ to bring to the church meetings for the
corporate worship of God our Father—]John 4:23-24; Eph. 3:21:

A.The experience of the children of Israel is a picture of a proper
Christian meeting—Deut. 12:6; 16:15-16:

1.God commanded them to not be empty-handed when they came together
to worship Him; they had to come with their hands full of the produce of
their labor—Exo. 23:15; Deut. 12:11; 16:16.

2.When they came to worship in the place designated by God, they
worshipped God by offering to Him the top surplus of their labor on the
land—wv. 15, 17.

B.For our worship of Him, the Father requires that we come to Him with
a harvest of Christ; thus, we need to come to the church meetings with
the riches of Christ—John 4:23-24; Eph. 3:8.

C.Daily, we should labor on Christ to have a harvest of Christ's riches
to bring to the church meetings for the corporate worship of God the
Father—Deut. 12:6; 1 Cor. 14:26; John 4:23-24; Deut. 16:15-17.

D.A life in the all-inclusive Christ as the good land is a life of laboring on
Christ, producing Christ, enjoying Christ, sharing Christ with others,
and offering Christ to God the Father that He may enjoy Christ with
us—John 4:23-24; 1 Cor. 14:26; Eph. 3:21; Rev. 5:13:

1. This kind of enjoyment and sharing is an exhibiting of Christ to the entire
universe—19:7.

2.This is a worship to God the Father and a shame to the enemy—]ohn
4:23-24.

E.It is crucial that we diligently labor on Christ to have our hands full
of Christ and then come to the church meetings to enjoy this rich
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and glorious Christ with God's children and with God the Father
Himself—1 Cor. 10:31; 14:26; John 4:23-24; Rom. 15:6.

F.Whenever we come to the Lord's table meeting to remember the
Lord and worship the Father, we must come with the riches of Christ
produced by our daily laboring on Christ—Deut. 16:15-17:

1.To worship God with Christ is to worship Him collectively with all the

children of God by enjoying Christ with one another and with God—1
Cor. 14:26.

2.We need to produce enough of Christ so that there will be a surplus to
share with others and to offer the best part of the produce to God the
Father for His joy, delight, and satisfaction—Deut. 15:11; 18:3-4; 12:11.
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WEEK 7/—DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of
the allotted portion of the saints in the light.

Deut. 12:6-7 And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your
sacrifices and your tithes...; and there you shall eat before Jehovah your
God, and you... shall rejoice in all your undertakings, in which Jehovah
your God has blessed you.

Our need is to learn how to enjoy and experience Christ. God has placed
us in Christ. The children of Israel entered into the land of Canaan and were
each allotted a portion of the land. Whether or not they were willing to labor
on the land was a serious matter. If an [sraelite was lazy and did not rise early
to diligently labor, his plot of land would be desolate, and he would not have
a harvest at the end of the year. When it was time for the Feast of Pentecost
or the Feast of Tabernacles, others would go to worship God with bundles
of produce, but he would be empty-handed. Not only would he be without
offerings to present to God, but he would also starve. What a pitiful sight that
would be! Similarly, as believers, we each have a portion of Christ.... If we do
not draw near to the Lord in the morning and we do not talk with Him, enjoy
Him, or experience Him during the day, we will be very poor. However, if we
are diligent to fellowship with the Lord by enjoying Him in the morning and
experiencing Him during the day and especially during difficult times, we will
have the element of Christ within us. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Being Delivered
from Religious Rituals and Walking according to the Spirit,” p. 369)

Today’s Reading

We who are the Lord’s people living in the all-inclusive Christ should have
one industry—Christ. Christ is our industry. We must labor on Him.
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You who are students must realize and experience even while studying that
you are working on Christ....You who are truck drivers must realize that truck
driving is not your real occupation; your real business is Christ; you must be
working on Him continually. You who are housewives must know that your real
work is not caring for your home and your family but Christ. Are you working
on Christ all the time? Are you seeking to enjoy Him and experience Him in
every situation?

The life after the possession of the good land is a life of laboring on Christ....
We are working for “Christ Incorporated,” and day by day we are producing
Christ....We are Christ growers and Christ producers. We are working diligently
day and night on the farm of Christ. Yet we are working happily, and our work
is such a rest to us.

Consider the people of Israel after they occupied the good land and all their
enemies were subdued. What did they do? They simply labored on the land.
They tilled the ground, sowed the seed, watered the plants, nurtured the vines,
and pruned the trees. These were all necessary tasks for the enjoyment of that
piece of land. It is a picture of how we must work diligently on Christ that we
may enjoy His all-inclusive riches. This is our business. Christ is our industry.
We must work on Christ to produce His riches. We have seen how rich that
good land is in so many aspects, but without laboring on it, how could its riches
be brought forth and abundantly produced? To have this rich Christ is one
thing, but to continually labor on Him is another.

We must till our spiritual ground; we must sow the spiritual seed; we must
water the spiritual plants—all the time.... Sisters, have you pray-read the Word
this morning? Brothers, how many times have you contacted the Lord today?
This is the situation. We do not cultivate Christ. We have a very rich land, but
we do not work on it, so there is no produce. We are indeed rich in resource but
poor in produce. (CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 4, “The All-inclusive Christ,” pp. 342-
344)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Being Delivered from Religious
Rituals and Walking according to the Spirit,” chs. 7, 13

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021) - Morning Revival - Week 7 - Page 2



7 =

= \\/ nE#
E/_é IX7i

T+ B 16 “fE KR A IS IRAAE L BIRER GG (M, 1E
iGET R E], ek LAY IRA, X
REFAZR], TR, 7

HET RS “KRIHAM, RMNAMLT; EEKE
way, REAEAREZT, IARSLERT: B
A&BT R, RMNHTRAEFZ2, 7

(EIHZ) m#Ew— W TREE &, AW
MECTAHZRHE ~HEEG T 2T A,
eSS I, -—WHEGT, EM(TF
ZE5mMatE, UREHT. REETmRA T 4B —
Z.H1, W o B Z M R B M AR, A
AN ZBFEEMHNR ., FPAHKRIZFRAK,
FEEEA R . XA BRI 2]

LHRNRAE R, ZXFHFHELEWER. -
2O EERIANRCE, ETHREFZDEE,
EKEZDEE, LR E, TEREFEERE, 77
EEBHEERNTELEFFMET. S KTHRHE
Tif: ABEEREMAHIBEN TR, MWEFEAR
., (FEZXE—NN_FF M, ~OH_F
SN =T, )

EREE

ReamsTHNE2EE, ~KINEAFEHRS,
BEH EATHWE 2 EE. KNFTEH, TRAE—
MAER, F—SuxEd. EEHNE S EFZE
Rakfl. RIMKRR2UF, XAETEEFE. &K
Se MR FE B BT AR B — B, e A

O —Ft+tHAEMRKERASEERIG-FE7TRA RMES -3 11

WEEK 7—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 15:16 That I might be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, a
laboring priest of the gospel of God, in order that the offering of the
Gentiles might be acceptable, having been sanctified in the Holy Spirit.

John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I
in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

[In the Old Testament]| God invited all His people to come together, yet God
did not cook.... He had given them the food by sending the sunshine, the air, and
the rain year round.... All the things were sent, but they needed to cooperate
with God to have the produce. Then the produce became the tithes, and the
tithes were brought to answer God'’s invitation. Everyone was invited to God’s
home. Everybody came home to feed the Father and to satisfy Him. What a
happy time this was!

When we come together, we should come with Christ in this way.... How
much Christ you bring to the meeting depends upon how much Christ you
produce, how much Christ you have grown.... Actually, it is not that you produce
Christ but that Christ produces Christ Himself through your labor. The poor
thing today is that the Christians as God’s redeemed people all come together
empty-handed. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “Experiencing Christ as the Offerings for
the Church Meetings,” p. 510)

Today’s Reading

Meeting is the proper church life...Without this kind of meeting, we do not
have the practical church life. What we have might be just a kind of organization
with certain communal activities. But the proper church life should be a
meeting life. Before coming to the meeting we must be laboring on Christ. We
must reap Christ. We must have gathered some amount of Christ so that when
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we come to meet, we come filled with Christ. (CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “Experiencing
Christ as the Offerings for the Church Meetings,” pp. 510-511)

Every morning you need to pray, “Lord, I consecrate myself once more
to You, not to work for You but to enjoy You.” You must consecrate yourself
sincerely to the Lord for the simple purpose of enjoying and experiencing
Him—nothing more. From the moment you awake in the morning, you need
to say, “Lord, here I am. I give myself to enjoy You. Grant me through the entire
day, from this moment on, to experience and apply You in every situation.
[ am not asking for anything tomorrow. I am asking for grace to enjoy You
today. Show me how to till the ground, sow the seed, and water the plants of
the Lord.” Moment by moment through the whole day you will maintain your
communion with the Lord. You will live practically in the Lord, laboring on
Him, applying Him, and enjoying Him. If you do this, consider how fruitful and
how beautiful your “farm” will be. The farm of Christ in your daily life will be
full of produce. When the Lord’s Day comes, and you go to worship the Lord
with the saints, you will be able to say, “I am going now to see my God; [ am
going to worship my Lord. I will not go with empty hands but with hands
full of Christ. I have a surplus, and in my right hand is the best part reserved
for my dear Lord.” When you come to the meeting, ...you can have a little
fellowship... [with a saint and since] you have been abundantly satisfied with
[Christ], ...you have something over to share with the brothers and sisters.
When the meeting begins, you are well prepared to offer your prayers and
praises to the Lord from your reserve for Him. This is the best of your surplus,
and with the saints you joyfully render it to the Lord for His enjoyment and
satisfaction. You have reaped enough of Christ for yourself, for the needy ones,
and for the Lord. You have furthermore put aside a considerable portion that
will stand you in good stead in future days. (CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 4, “The
All-inclusive Christ,” pp. 345-346)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1982, vol. 1, “Experiencing Christ as the Offerings
for the Church Meetings,” chs. 4-5; CWWL, 1977, vol. 1, “The Kernel of the
Bible,” chs. 4-5, 7
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WEEK 7—DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 4:7 But the profane and old-womanish myths refuse, and exercise
yourself unto godliness.

Rom. 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

1 Cor. 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

The exercise of our spirit is one of the items of the Lord’s recovery in these
last days. To worship in the human spirit has been much neglected by today’s
Christianity. Many today have forgotten about the exercise of the human spirit
and instead exercise their mind. Therefore, in order to be trained in a proper
way in the Lord’s service in the church life, the first matter is that we must
learn to exercise our spirit....To exercise our mind in the service is like using
our hands to play soccer.

We need to learn to exercise our spirit in our daily life. The Epistles
tell us that we must walk according to the spirit (Rom. 8:4-6).... If we are
exercised to walk according to the spirit, our spirit will be active when we
come to the meetings. We will know how to exercise our spirit. Even in our
home, in dealing with our family, we must learn how to exercise our spirit,
to do and speak things not by our mind, emotions, desires, or likes but
by the inner feeling, the consciousness of the spirit. We must learn how
to exercise according to the deepest feeling in our spirit. Then we will be
used to exercising our spirit, so whenever we come to the meeting, we will
be ready. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Serving in the Meetings and in the Gospel,”
p. 80)

Today’s Reading
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We must learn how to discern our spirit and to exercise it all the time. Then
whenever we come together, we will know how to use our spirit. Our spirit will
be on the alert, ready, active, and living....The church life is a life in the human
spirit with the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit today indwells our spirit,
so we must know how to exercise our spirit. This is one aspect of the principle
of the New Testament worship.

The other aspect of the New Testament worship is to worship in
truthfulness, that is, in reality, in Christ....The people in the ancient times had
to bring all their surplus to Jerusalem to offer it and enjoy it with one another
in the presence of God. At least a part of what they offered was food to God.
Not only the people of Israel enjoyed the surplus, but God also enjoyed it.
This typifies that we come to the meetings to exercise our spirit to exhibit
Christ. When the people of Israel came together and brought all their surplus
to Jerusalem, that became a “fair,” an exhibition, of the produce of the good
land. Likewise, when we Christians come together, the Christian meeting is an
exhibition of Christ. We exercise our spirit to exhibit Christ.

We all must learn how to exercise our spirit to minister Christ, apply
Christ, and share Christ with others. This depends on our daily labor. If we
do not labor on Christ and live by Christ, we will have nothing of Christ in
our hand. Even if we understand how to exercise our spirit, we may have the
technique but not the material. When we come to the meeting, our spirit may
be positive, active, living, on the alert, and ready to exercise, but we may be
poor and empty-handed, not having anything of Christ to minister. If this is
so, we are worshipping in spirit but not in reality; we are in Jerusalem, but
we do not have a surplus in our hands. Therefore, the church life depends on
our daily exercise of the spirit and also on our daily walk in Christ. We have
to labor on Christ, walk in Christ, live by Christ, and have many experiences
of Christ. Then we will be rich in Christ and with Christ. When we come to
the meeting, we will know how to exercise our spirit, and we will have much
surplus of Christ. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Serving in the Meetings and in the
Gospel,” pp. 81-82)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Serving in the Meetings and in the
Gospel,” chs. 1-2; CWWL, 1977, vol. 2, “The Spirit and the Body,” ch. 11
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WEEK 7—DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to
announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the
gospel.

1 Cor. 14:26 What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each
one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.

[In 1 Corinthians 14:26] has...indicates that when we come to the church
meeting, we should have something of the Lord to share with others, whether
a psalm to praise the Lord, a teaching (of the teacher) to minister the riches
of Christ to edify and nourish others, a revelation (of the prophet, v. 30) to
give visions of God’s eternal purpose concerning Christ as God’s mystery
and the church as Christ’s mystery, a tongue for a sign to the unbelievers (v.
22) that they may know and accept Christ, or an interpretation to make a
tongue concerning Christ and His Body understandable. Before coming to the
meeting, we should prepare ourselves for the meeting with such things from
the Lord and of the Lord, either through our experience of Him or through
our enjoyment of His word and fellowship with Him in prayer. After coming
into the meeting, we need not wait, and should not wait, for inspiration; we
should exercise our spirit and use our trained mind to function in presenting
what we have prepared to the Lord for His glory and satisfaction and to the
attendants for their benefit—their enlightenment, nourishment, and building

up.

Thus the meeting will be an exhibition of Christ in His riches and will be a
mutual enjoyment of Christ shared by all the attendants before God and with
God for the building up of the saints and the church. (1 Cor. 14:26, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading
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In the world today there are many exhibitions and fairs.... This is just what
we are doing when we come together to worship God. We are meeting together
to have an exhibition of Christ, not just the Christ whom God gave us but the
Christ we have produced, the Christ upon whom we have labored and whom
we have experienced. That is the Christ whom we all come together to exhibit.
Brothers and sisters, this is what all our meetings should be—an exhibition,
a fair, in which all sorts of the produce of Christ are displayed. (CWWL, 1961-
1962, vol. 4, “The All-inclusive Christ,” pp. 346-347)

Through our experiences of the riches of Christ, these riches will become
an exhibition, a show, of the produce of Christ. Our meetings must always be an
exhibition to show forth what Christ is, what Christ has, and what Christ does.... If
we experience many items of the riches of Christ during the day, we will come to
the meeting in the evening with the divine attributes that we have experienced.
When we all bring something that we have experienced and put our experience
of Christ’s riches together, there will be an exhibition of Christ. In this way every
meeting will be a show of Christ. (CWWL, 1987, vol. 3, “The Scriptural Way to
Meet and to Serve for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” p. 367)

The life of God’s people is first a life of laboring on Christ. Second, it is a life
of having something of Christ to bring to the meetings to offer, to contribute.
The proper life of Christians is to labor on Christ all the time. Then they will
have the rich surplus of Christ to bring to the meetings for a rich exhibition of
Christ. We exhibit Christ to God and to God’s enemy. The children of Israel had
to come to Jerusalem three times a year for three feasts....They brought the top
surplus to the Tent of Meeting for God’s worship. We also have to bring the top
surplus of Christ to the church meetings for our worship to God in spirit and
reality (John 4:24). (CWWL, 1965, vol. 2, “Christ as the Content of the Church
and the Church as the Expression of Christ,” p. 376)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1987, vol. 3, “The Scriptural Way to Meet and to
Serve for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” ch. 10
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WEEK 7—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love.

4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things,
who is the Head, Christ.

Whenever we come together, regardless of the kind of meeting we have,
we should come with the Christ experienced by us. Sometimes we offer Him
to God as the burnt offering. At other times we may offer Him as the meal
offering. In the Lord’s table meeting, we can offer Him as the peace offering
for our fellowship with God and man in peace. At the same time, we cannot
forget that we are still in the old, sinful nature and that we are sinful in our
deeds. Then we can apply Him as our sin offering and trespass offering. In
this way the surplus of Christ is offered to God and exhibited to the whole
universe. Then our meetings will be enriched and strengthened because they
are full of Christ. Such a church life is an exhibition of Christ, an expression
of Christ.... If we daily labor on Christ, we will have something of Christ to
bring to our church meetings to contribute to others and offer to God so that
we can enjoy Christ with God for the exhibition and exaltation of Christ. Then
Christ will be expressed as the rich content of the church life. (CWWL, 1965,
vol. 2, “Christ as the Content of the Church and the Church as the Expression
of Christ,” p. 379)

Today’s Reading

To have proper Christian meetings, we must contact the Lord daily in
our private life so that we will be living Christians. Then we must come to
the meetings with the realization and understanding that we are coming to
exhibit Christ and to share Christ with others. When some hear this word,
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they may feel that since their Christian life is marked by failure, they have
nothing to bring to the meetings.... Even if this is your condition, you must
realize that you can still function in the meetings. You can come to the meeting
and pray, “Lord, I am so poor. I have failed You many times this week. Please
forgive me and have mercy upon me...." If you come to the meeting and pray
in this way, many of the saints may be deeply touched, and tears may come
to their eyes. Moreover, you can also pray, “Lord, since I have nothing of You,
I come to contact You in Your Body and through Your Body. I believe that You
have something for me in this meeting.” You can pray in such a way, and you
can also open yourself to the saints in the meeting and say, “Brothers and
sisters, please pray for me. | have been trying to live the Christian life, but I
have failed the Lord again and again. Please pray for me.” If you bring your
failures to the meeting and open yourself to the Lord and to the Body, your
failures will disappear.... If we experience Christ during the week, we can
share our Christ during the meeting, and if we fail during the week, we can
share our weaknesses with the saints. We must learn to allow others to bear
our weaknesses. If we practice in this way, our meetings will be living, rich,
edifying, strengthening, and enlightening.

There are two requirements to having a proper Christian meeting. The
first requirement is that all the attendants seek and contact the Lord in their
daily lives....The second requirement is that when we come together, we must
forget about all regulations, forms, rituals, routines, and programs. If we have
a program for our meetings, we will quench the Spirit and kill the spiritual
life within us. When we come together, we must abandon all things of religion
and do one thing—exhibit Christ. We do this by expressing, sharing, exalting,
testifying, and preaching Christ in a living way to one another. (CWWL, 1963,
vol. 4, “Contacting the Lord, Being Filled in Spirit, and Having Proper Christian
Meetings for the Accomplishment of God’s Eternal Purpose,” pp. 38-40)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1987, vol. 2, “The God-ordained Way to Practice
the New Testament Economy,” chs. 4, 6; CWWL, 1985, vol. 3, “The Living
Needed for Building Up the Small Group Meetings,” ch. 6
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WEEK 7—DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

John 4:23-24 ...The true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and
truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him. God is Spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

Eph. 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all
the generations forever and ever. Amen.

We need to worship God in spirit with Christ as the reality... Whenever we
come to a meeting, we should bring Christ, that is, our experiences of Christ,
and our spirit must be living....We should begin to sing and to call on the Lord
on our way to the meeting. Then when we sit down, our spirit will come forth
in a released way. In this way, we will have the experiences of Christ as well
as the release of the spirit...When our spirit is strong and our testimonies are
rich, simple, and concise, the meeting will be rich, and God will be glorified.
This is to worship God. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 3, “Being Delivered from Religious
Rituals and Walking according to the Spirit,” pp. 370-371)

Today’s Reading

The inward parts of the peace offering signify the inward parts, the inward
being, of Christ (Phil. 1:8). [From] the four Gospels...we can realize that the
Lord’s thought, His desire, His intention, His love, His likes and dislikes,
His emotions, and all the things within Him were very tender and very rich
toward God and in the presence of God.... In the Lord’s table meeting, after the
remembrance of the Lord, we should offer the Lord as the peace offering to the
Father. What we offer should include, or comprise, the inward parts of Christ.
If in our daily walk we are really one with the Lord in our intention toward the
Father, in our concept, in our thoughts, in our likes and dislikes, in our desire, in
our intent, and in our purpose, then these things become our experience. Then
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we are really one with the Lord in His inward parts toward the Father. If this is
the case, we have the reality of the inward parts and the fat upon the inward
parts of the peace offering when we come to the Lord’s table meeting. (CWWL,
1979, vol. 2, “Basic Lessons on Service,” pp. 69-70)

We must realize that whenever we come to the meetings, whenever we
come to worship the Lord, we should not come with our hands empty. We must
come with our hands full of the produce of Christ. We have to labor on Christ
day by day so that we produce Him...We need more than just a little of Christ
to satisfy our own needs. We must produce enough of Him so that there will be
a surplus remaining for others.... And above all, the best of the surplus must be
reserved for the Lord...We must labor diligently, not only to bring forth enough
to satisfy our own needs but also to acquire a surplus to meet the needs of
others, with the best reserved for the Lord. Then we will be acceptable to the
Lord, and He will be pleased with us.

To worship God with Christ does not mean to worship Him individually but
to worship Him collectively with all the children of God by enjoying Christ with
one another and with God.

This is the life after the possession of the good land. It is a life of working
on Christ, producing Christ, enjoying Christ, sharing Christ with others,
and offering Christ to God that He may enjoy Him with us. This kind of
enjoyment and sharing is an exhibition of Christ to the entire universe. It is
a worship to God and a shame to the enemy. The life in the land is a life full
of the enjoyment of Christ, both personally and collectively with the Lord’s
people. May we be diligent to labor on Him, to have our hands filled with
Him, and then come to the place that He has appointed, to the very ground
of unity, to enjoy this rich and glorious Christ with God’s children and with
God Himself. (CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 4, “The All-inclusive Christ,” pp. 344-
345, 348, 352)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 5, “Guidelines for the Propagation of the
Lord’s Recovery,” ch. 3; CWWL, 1979, vol. 2, “Basic Lessons on Service,” Isn. 9
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On Christ we labor day and night,
And with His surplus we unite
To thus exhibit Christ.

3. Our life and all we are and do

Is Christ Himself, the substance true,

That every time we meet anew
We may exhibit Christ.

4. In meetings Christ to God we bear

And Christ with one another share,
And Christ with God enjoying there,

We thus exhibit Christ.

5. The risen Christ to God we bring,
And Christ ascended offering,
God’s satisfaction answering,
We thus exhibit Christ.

The atmosphere and ministry,
Of all our meetings is that we
May thus exhibit Christ.

7. The testimony and the prayer,
And all the fellowship we share,
The exercise of gifts, whate’er,
Should just exhibit Christ.

8. The Father we would glorify,
Exalting Christ the Son, thereby
The meeting’s purpose satisfy
That we exhibit Christ.
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Week Eight

Taking, Experiencing, and Enjoying Christ
as Our King, Our Lord, Our Head, and Our Husband
for the Building Up of the Body of Christ
to Consummate the New Jerusalem

Hymns:
Scripture Reading: Ezek. 1:22, 26-28; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 14:7-9; Col. 2:19; S. S.
1:1-4; 2 Cor. 11:2-3

§Day 1

I. We must take, experience, and enjoy Christ as our King:

A.The highest point in our spiritual experience is having a clear sky with
the throne above it—Ezek. 1:22, 26-28:

1. The kind of sky we have as Christians depends on our conscience; our
conscience is connected to our sky—Rom. 9:1; 2 Cor. 1:12.

2.When there is nothing between us and the Lord and nothing between us
and one another, our sky will be crystal clear, and we will have not only a
good conscience but also a pure conscience—Acts 24:16; 1 Tim. 1:5, 19;
3:9; 2 Tim. 1:3; cf. Matt. 5:8; Prov. 22:11; 2 Tim. 2:22.

B.The throne is the center of the universe, and it is the Lord's ruling
presence; the throne in our spirit is actually Christ Himself—Isa.
22:23; Heb. 4:16; Rom. 5:21; Rev. 22:1:

1.If we have a clear sky, the throne will be present, and we will
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spontaneously be under the ruling and reigning of the throne; for God to
have the throne in us means that He has the position to reign in us—cf.
Dan. 4:17, 25-26; 5:18-31; Isa. 6:1-8.

2.To have the throne above a clear sky is to allow God to have the highest and
most prominent position in our Christian life; in our spiritual experience, to
reach the point of having the throne above a clear sky means that in everything
we are completely submissive to God's authority and administration.

C.In Ezekiel 1:26 "the likeness of the throne" is "like the appearance of a
sapphire stone"; a sapphire stone is blue in color, which is a heavenly
color, indicating the heavenly situation, atmosphere, and condition of
God's ruling presence—Exo. 24:10.

D.God desires to manifest Himself through man and to reign through
man; He wants man to express Him and to exercise His authority;
God's complete salvation is for us to be saved in life and to reign in life
by the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness—Gen. 1:26;
Rev. 11:15; 3:21; 22:3-5; Rom. 5:17, 21.

§Day 2

I[I. We must take, experience, and enjoy Christ as our Lord:

A.We must be people who live to the Lord, not merely for the Lord—?2
Cor. 5:9, 14-15:

1.For the love of Christ to constrain us means that it forcibly limits us and
shuts us up to one line and purpose, as in a narrow, walled road; in such a
way the apostles were constrained to no longer live to themselves but to
the Lord—vv. 14-15.

2.To live to ourselves means that we are under our own control, direction,
and governing and that we care for our own aims and goals; but the
apostles were determined to gain the honor of being well pleasing to the
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Lord by living to Him—wv. 9, 14-15; Col. 1:10; Heb. 11:5-6.

3.The love of Christ constrains us to live to the Lord; to live to the Lord
means that we are absolutely under the Lord's control, direction, and
governing and that we want to fulfill His requirements, satisfy His
desires, and complete what He intends.

4.Paul sought to please the Lord not by doing a work but by living to Him in
every aspect of his daily life; likewise, we today should not seek to please
ourselves but seek to please the Lord by living to Him; all that we do
must be to Him.

B."Whether we live, we live to the Lord, and whether we die, we die to the
Lord. Therefore whether we live or we die, we are the Lord's. For Christ
died and lived again for this, that He might be Lord..."—Rom. 14:8-9:

1. Christ died on the cross for our judicial redemption, and He lives again
in resurrection within us for our organic salvation so that He might be
our indwelling Lord, the Lord Spirit in our spirit, as the One who rules
within us.

§Day 3

2.Because we have been bought with the price of the precious blood of
Christ, "we are the Lord's" (v. 8), and we should continually exalt Him as
Lord, giving Him the first place in our life and in our work; we are those
who labor in the Lord for the work of the Lord, which is the work of the
ministry to build up the organic Body of Christ—1 Cor. 6:19-20; 15:58;

16:10; Eph. 4:11-12.

C."We do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus' sake" (2 Cor. 4:5); among the believers,
besides Christ there should be no other lord; all should be servants,
even slaves (1 Pet. 5:3; Matt. 20:26-27; 23:10-11).
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[II. We must take, experience, and enjoy Christ as our Head:

A.Our being headed up in Christ rescues us from the heap of the universal

collapse in death and darkness, which was caused by the rebellion
of the angels and the rebellion of man; the believers participate in
Christ's heading up by being willing to be headed up in the church life,
by growing in life, and by living under Christ's light—Eph. 1:10; John
1:4; Rev. 21:23-25; Eph. 5:8-9.

B.To hold Christ as the Head is not only to take Him as our unique

authority but also to stay intimately connected to Him so that His
riches and life supply are dispensed into our being to cause us to
grow with the growth of God, growing up into Him in all things and
functioning out from Him so that all the Body causes the growth of the
Body unto the building up of itself in love—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.

§Day 4

C.God's surpassingly great power that is presently being transmitted

into us is the transcending Christ Himself as the fourfold power of
the Triune God (1 Cor. 1:24); the normal, genuine, proper, and real
church comes out of this great fourfold power—resurrecting power,
ascending power, subjecting power, and heading-up power—for the
building up of the church as His Body (Eph. 1:19-23):

1.To the church (v. 22) indicates that the divine power, which includes all that
the Triune God has passed through, has been installed into us once for all
and is being transmitted into us continually, causing us to enjoy Christ richly
and to have the proper church life with the reality of the Body of Christ.

2.The transmitting of the transcending Christ is to transfuse into the
church, the Body of Christ, what the Triune God has accomplished,
attained, and obtained in Christ; this is not only for producing the church
but also for growing, establishing, and building up the church.
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EiBRREAEMNGEL, X7 A RAERL Christ may make His home in our hearts through faith with the power
BT, #EMGEBET R KRG K, £ that raised Christ from the dead, that seated Christ at the right hand of
HEAF AR T RMOAL, LA BEESE, God in the heavenlies, that subjected all things under His feet, and that
ZRAEFANCE—=16~17, —19 ~ 23, gave Him to be Head over all things to the church—3:16-17; 1:19-23.

B ARBEETARMNIGMEE KA, ML X  E.God is able to do superabundantly above all that we ask or think
BHBRHERXTEAELAT KRG —, Bk concerning the church as the Body of Christ, according to this
MARIBY, EHAEZAFRAERE—Z fourfold power that operates in us, so that God is glorified in the
20 ~ 21, church—3:20-21.

[AA] §Day 5

B SN REL, BHHELATEANMG LK V. We must take, experience, and enjoy Christ as our Husband:
— BHEPHT LR RMNE LM X EZLMAAN  AThe romance in Song of Songs portrays that our relationship with the

Ab)j——4 L. Lord must be personal—1:4a:

1 A TR BE I E 2R 52 ey AR 1.We must follow the pattern of Abraham, who was the friend of God for
NEHHEE, ({TF_+7 FW—8 fE_ the desire of God (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8; James 2:23; Gen. 18:1-33), and
235 A4\ 1~ 335 ) FHIRFEEETGHIRERE - 2 fi the pattern of Moses, who was a companion of God for the interests of
AERE > E A - (H==110) God (Exo. 33:11).

2 FeA 1o pR R DRI B A B A AT 7E i g 2.We must follow the pattern of David and Asaph, who sought the shining
i HONE NS KA e —1F 14 8 face of God in and for the house of God—Psa. 27:4, 8; 80:3, 7, 14-109.

JANF+3:714~19-
3 FA TR E E HR SRR > R E M [E 3.We must follow the pattern of the Lord Jesus, who lived in the presence

h—4E+38 T 29/029 F7532 of God without ceasing—Acts 10:38c; John 8:29; 16:32.

4 T TABEMET SRR » FIREM FAE - E 4. We must follow the pattern of Peter, whose love for the Lord was restored
fitRF: LHFE » HEMAGEEHCRANANE ] for him to shepherd the Lord's sheep and follow the Lord unto martyrdom
MEFEZRHE———15~ 19 A[F+K 7 without any confidence in his natural strength—21:15-19; Mark 16:7.

S B TR FECR S HIBS AT - M A E Y% ARl 5.We must follow the pattern of Paul, who was constrained by the love of
SEERE R (EEBIAE  (TEEEN WG Christ to live in the person of Christ as an ambassador of Christ to be well
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pleasing to Christ—2 Cor. 2:10; 5:9, 14, 20.

B.The romance in Song of Songs portrays that our relationship with the
Lord must be affectionate—1:1-2:

1.The Lord who indwells us is our Father, and grace is our mother—Rom.
8:15-16; Gal. 4:24-26; Isa. 66:12-13.

2.The Lord who indwells us is our Husband (Matt. 9:15; 2 Cor. 11:2-3) and
our Brother (John 20:17; Rom. 8:29).

3.The Lord who indwells us is our Friend (Matt. 11:19; John 15:12-17) and
our Counselor (Isa. 9:6).

4.The Lord who indwells us is our Advocate (1 John 2:1), our Comforter
(John 14:16; 16:7, 13), and our Shepherd (Psa. 23:1; 1 Pet. 2:25).

§Day 6

C.The romance in Song of Songs portrays that our relationship with the
Lord must be private—1:3-4:

1.We must contact the Lord and spend time with Him privately in a secret,
definite, and prevailing way, opening our entire being to Him for His
enlightening and infusing, so that we can glow with God and shine forth
God—Matt. 6:6; Exo. 33:11; 2 Cor. 3:16-18; Isa. 60:1, 5a; Matt. 14:22-23;
Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; 6:12; 9:28.

2.We must experience and enjoy Christ as our hiding place, our dwelling
place, and our secret of sufficiency—Psa. 90:1; 91:1; 31:20; 18:1-5; Phil
4:7-13.

3.We must ask for the counsel of the Lord related to every problem that we
encounter; we must bring every matter to the Lord and consider, examine,
and determine things before Him and in fellowship with Him—cf. Josh. 9:14.

4.1n this respect every believer needs to be weak to the extent that he
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does not have his own ideas, make his own decisions, or take any action
related to what he encounters without contacting the Lord and consulting
with Him, allowing Him to make the decisions; this is the sweetest living
of a Christian—2 Cor. 12:9-10.

5.We have no alternative but to fellowship with God in all things, discuss all
things with Him, and allow Him to handle all things, speak in all things,
and make every decision; it is glorious for a Christian to be dependent on
another One—God—at every moment and in every matter—Phil. 4:5-7;
Prov. 3:5-6; 2 Cor. 1:8-9.

D.The romance in Song of Songs portrays that our relationship with the

Lord must be spiritual—1:4b:

1. Christ visits us spiritually because He is the life-giving Spirit in our spirit;
our spirit is the Holy of Holies, the chambers of the pneumatic Christ as
the Lord of lords and the King of kings—1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:16; 1 Cor.
6:17; 2 Tim. 4:22; Rev. 17:14; 19:16.

2.In the book of Ephesians, Paul shows that in order to contact Christ and
enjoy Christ for the Body of Christ, we must exercise our spirit—1:17;
2:22; 3:5,16; 4:23; 5:18; 6:18.

3.In the book of Romans, Paul stresses that whatever we are (2:29; 8:5-6, 9),

whatever we have (vv. 10, 16), and whatever we do toward God (1:9; 7:6;
8:4,13; 12:11) must be in our spirit.

4.The Father is seeking true worshippers, those who will exercise their
spirit to contact God the Spirit by drinking of the living water; to drink of
the living water is to render real worship to God—]John 4:23-24, 10, 14;
7:37-38; Isa. 12:1-6.

5.We must build up the habit of continually exercising our spirit by praying
in the Holy Spirit to keep ourselves in the love of God (the Father),
awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ (the Son at His second
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coming—2 Tim. 1:16-18) unto eternal life (to become the totality of the
eternal life—the New Jerusalem)—Jude 19-21.

PLET ki Aan (RO k4 ey s oM — S
W) —I19~21-

e, 2RHFTABEERMNH I, &£ME) V. Taking, experiencing, and enjoying Christ as our King, our
I, AMNE KA RMNGLK, TAAERES Lord, our Head, and our Husband is for the building up of
AR B IR, ALART R IR A —K the church as the Body of Christ to consummate the New
5518, W11 ~12, 16, 2+7, =—2, Jerusalem—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:11-12, 16; Rev. 19:7; 21:2.
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WEEK 8—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 1:22 .. There was the likeness of an expanse, like the sight of
awesome crystal,...over their heads...

26 And above the expanse...was the likeness of a throne, like the
appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne
was One in appearance like a man, above it.

Acts 24:16 ...1 also exercise myself to always have a conscience without
offense toward God and men.

Above the heads of the living creatures [in Ezekiel 1:26] is a clear expanse,
a clear sky, that is expanding and yet was stable.... Above this clear sky there is
a throne. We Christians need to maintain a clear sky with the Lord. This means
that we need always to have a clear fellowship with Him. We should have
nothing between us and the Lord. When there is nothing between us and the
Lord, our sky will be crystal clear, and our conscience will be pure, void of any
offense (Acts 24:16).

We need to be deeply impressed with the fact that, as Christians, ...we need
to have a conscience that is without offense. Whenever there is condemnation
or an offense on our conscience, our sky immediately becomes cloudy,
darkened, and foggy. At such times we should confess our failure and our sin to
the Lord and receive His forgiveness and the cleansing of His precious blood (1
John 1:9, 7). This will cleanse our conscience so that it will be void of offense.
We will again have a clear sky and a clear fellowship with the Lord, with
nothing between us and Him. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 111-112)

Today’s Reading

Whenever we have such a clear sky in our Christian life and in our church
life, we will also have the throne, which is above the clear sky (Ezek. 1:26). The
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throne is the center of the universe, and it is where the Lord is. We often talk
about the Lord’s presence, but we need to realize that the Lord’s presence is
always with the throne. Where the Lord is, there His throne is. His presence can
never be separated from His throne. The Lord’s throne is in the third heaven, but
His throne is also in our spirit. Hence, the Lord’s throne is with us all the time.

As Christians and as local churches, we all should be under a crystal clear
and expansive sky. Above this clear, expansive sky is the throne of the Lord.
By having such a clear sky, we are spontaneously under the government of
the Lord’s throne. We should always be under the ruling of the Lord’s throne.
Because we are under the throne, we do not need policemen and law courts to
rule over us.

The highest step in the spiritual experience of a Christian is to have the
throne in our expanse, in our clear sky. To have the throne, or to arrive at the
throne, is to allow God to have the highest and most prominent position in our
Christian life. For God to have the throne in us means that He has the position
to reign in us. Therefore, to reach the throne in our spiritual experience
means that in everything we are completely submissive to God’s authority and
administration. Then we are no longer a person without the throne, without
authority, without government.

A believer who does not have a clear sky with a throne above it can easily
be loose and careless in his daily living. On the contrary, a believer who has
a sky that is crystal clear has the sense of being under divine government
and restraint; therefore, he cannot be loose or careless in anything he says or
does. A believer who has a clear sky above him is under an authority which
restricts and restrains him in things such as speaking or a display of anger. This
authority is a matter of the throne.

A sapphire stone signifies a kind of heavenly condition which exists when
God is present in a particular situation.... A sapphire stone is blue in color,
and blue is a heavenly color indicating the situation and condition of God’s
presence. (Life-study of Ezekiel, pp. 112-114, 120)

Further Reading: Life-study of Judges, msg. 1; Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel,
msg. 6; Life-study of Ezekiel, msgs. 10-12
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WEEK 8—DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:9 Therefore also we are determined, whether at home or abroad,
to gain the honor of being well pleasing to Him.

14-15 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this,
that One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all that those
who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for
them and has been raised.

Why in 2 Corinthians 5:15 does Paul speak of living to the Lord and not
living by Him, for Him, or with Him? To answer this question, it will be helpful
to read Galatians 2:19: “For I through law have died to law that I might live
to God.” Although the phrase live to God is difficult to define, it is rich in its
implications....To live to the law means that we are under the law, directed by
the law, governed by the law, and have the responsibility to fulfill the law. To
live to God, or to the Lord, means that we are under the Lord’s direction and
control and that we want to fulfill His requirements, satisfy His desires, and
complete what He intends.

Worldly people live to themselves. But the love of Christ constrains us to
live to Him and not to ourselves. To live to ourselves means that we are under
our own control, direction, and governing and that we care for our own aims
and goals. This is to live not only for ourselves; it is to live to ourselves. But
the apostles, who were ripe and ready for rapture, had the single ambition
of pleasing the Lord by living to Him. They were absolutely under the Lord.
They were under His direction, control, and governing. Everything they did
was to fulfill the Lord’s purpose and desire. As such persons, they did not live
to the law, to themselves, or to anything other than the Lord. (Life-study of 2
Corinthians, p. 117)

Today’s Reading

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2021) - Morning Revival - Week 8 - Page 3



REFHAmE Tk m ey £ A LB S ETE
EE. M—ERAFTEZENNWFE. A LR K
AR, AR EEEE, FERTHE
mEEE. RE AR, MEFHREHIA, E
—HWEFEETHEANEN, REMRFTFEEX
WAL, REAREFLZIUTEHER, 7R
EHFEENGE—FEAEEE, UiTENENR.
B, BRNASREAZWTECHWEN, TiZHEF,
DLt Z 00 E 0. RATET 8y — 17, #8480 JUR 1 4t 1F
e XEMBAEFX —BHREEWNE,

REPEMEEZETWTHEEN, “BEREEWNE
W &AT, AN E: — ABREBENAL, N AR
LT " BESENNE, ErETFELH
BN%%, LB HEK., (20, ) XERHE
HAl. M, EXE, NE@WEE, EF—H, &
mIRE, EEMFAERART—ANER, RT—F%
Fa—ANEHW (wEEFEHNFE L) . FRTTE
WA B E TR, WMafEs. - “BrE”
METTE® (WFREBERMERGR) - RE T4
Wi, —ABREBEMAAL, RARMELT . EFNRE
AL, TTRERTEE, AEBFEHEZEENE
M. BBEEERAL, FRINHAAZT AT,
KATNAEHEFRALT . Hitb, KA L FiLH
4TS, MEx#HFH. (GEA27. )

EEBEEMNAL, BYHEANAFEE TIE, J7EA
E. BB KEAINSE L, FHA1%E T,
FRAEMWEE, FRAFFEE CE, JTEaME,
(ML EFHFER TR, —=ZH. —=/\T, )

HiE:. NEREZ AWERE, FF; #XE
TR R L, F—F,

O —Ft+tHAEMRKERASEERIG-FESRA RMES -4 71

Paul did not live to himself or to anything other than his Master, Christ. He
was always exercised to do what would please the Lord. He was very different
from the rabbis who lived to the law and did everything with a view to the law.
As one who was mature, ripe, and ready for the rapture, Paul’s only aim was to
please his Master, the very One whose coming he was awaiting. Paul sought to
please the Lord not by doing a work, but by living to Him in every aspect of his
daily life. Likewise, we today should not seek to please ourselves, but seek to
please the Lord by living to Him. All that we do must be to Him. This is the vital
matter in this portion of 2 Corinthians 5.

In verse 14 Paul explains, “For the love of Christ constrains us because we
have judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died.” The love of Christ
toward us was made manifest on the cross through His death for us (Gal. 2:20).
This love constrains us. Literally, it presses on us from all sides, holding us
to one end, forcibly limits, confines us to one object within certain bounds,
shuts us up to one line and purpose, as in a narrow, walled road.... In such a
way the apostles were constrained by the love of Christ to live to Him. The
phrase beause we have judged this means having concluded this, probably at
the time of conversion. Paul concluded that because One died for all, therefore
all died. Christ’s loving death was the motivating factor of the apostles’ being
constrained to live a loving life for Him. Since Christ died as our substitute,
suffering the sentence of death on behalf of us all, in the eyes of God we all died.
Hence, we do not need to die in the way it is reserved for men to die and face
judgment (Heb. 9:27).

Christ died on behalf of all so that we may no longer live to ourselves but to
Him. Christ’s death not only saves us from death so that we do not need to die,
but it also causes us, through His resurrection, to live no longer to ourselves,
but to Him. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 118, 120)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in
the Spirit,” ch. 6; CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The Central Line of the Divine
Revelation,” ch. 1
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WEEK 8—DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning,
the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place
in all things.

2:19 And...holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows
with the growth of God.

In the divine economy Christ is the One having the preeminence in all
things. The book of Colossians reveals that Christ is preeminent, that He has
the first place in everything [Col. 1:18].... Both in the first creation and in the
new creation Christ occupies the first place...We need to see that in the divine
economy Christ occupies the first place, the place of preeminence, in both
the old creation and the new creation. Both in the universe and in the church
Christ is the preeminent One. If we see this as a vision, not as a mere doctrine,
our living and our church life will be revolutionized. We shall realize that in
all things Christ must be the first. He must be the first in our married life,
family life, business life, and school life. He must have the preeminence in the
universe, in the church, and in every aspect of our daily living. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 260)

Today’s Reading

God’s eternal intention is to head up all things in Christ, who has been
appointed to be the universal Head....One by one, God rescues His people
from the heap caused by the universal collapse...and [places] us under the
unique Head, Christ. Because of the angelic rebellion and the human rebellion,
none of the created beings is under any head. There is simply no headship in
the universe. But Ephesians 1:10 says that all things are to be headed up in
Christ....God... is working to bring every item in the universal collapse back to
the headship of Christ.
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The first step is for God to bring His chosen ones, His sons, out of the
collapse and to place them under the headship of Christ....Thus, the church
life must be a life of being headed up. In the church life it is God’s chosen
ones, not the world leaders, the unbelievers, or the animals, that are being
headed up. God is heading up all His chosen ones to be the Body of Christ
with Christ as the Head. Eventually, this Body with Christ as the Head will
be the universal Head over all things. Today we in the church are taking
the lead to be headed up in Christ. If we are not willing to be headed up
in the church life, we shall delay the heading up of all things. In fact, God
will not have a way to accomplish the heading up of all things in Christ if
we, the chosen ones, are not willing to be headed up. It is important to see
that the heading up in the church is a matter in life....To head up all things
in the church without the growth in life is simply to have an organization.
The proper heading up is the growing of life. The more you grow in life, the
more life you will have, the more heading up there will be, and the more
you will be rescued from the heap of collapse. (Life-study of Ephesians, pp.
76-77,79)

Christ is the Head, and we are the members. Colossians 2:19 reminds us that
we must hold the Head, “out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and
knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.”
To hold the Head means that there is direct communication between us and
Him. There is no separation between Him and all the members. The members
correspond to whatever the Head ministers. The result of this correspondence
is the growth in life. By holding the Head, there is an inward growth, not
an outward move. In this close communication between the Head and the
members, all His riches are ministered into the members, and all the negative
things are swallowed up by the supply of life from the Head. (CWWL, 1980, vol.
2, “The Heavenly Ministry of Christ,” p. 97)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 24, 31; Life-
study of Ephesians, msgs. 8, 32, 35, 69; CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Heavenly
Ministry of Christ,” chs. 1, 5
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WEEK 8—DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:10 Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all
things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth,
in Him.

22-23 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fullness of
the One who fills all in all.

Through all the dispensations of God in all the ages, all things will be headed
up in Christ in the new heaven and new earth. This will be God’s eternal
administration and economy. God gave Christ to be the Head over all things
to the church. The little word to [in Ephesians 1:22] implies transmission. It
indicates that Christ’s headship is being transmitted to the church. (Life-study
of Ephesians, pp. 73-74)

Today’s Reading

The church can share the headship of Christ because the church is the Body
of Christ. The King is not just the Head, but the Head with the Body. Christ is
not only the Head but also the Body (1 Cor. 12:12). Because the church is the
Body and because Christ is both the Head and the Body, we may say that, in
a sense, we, the Body, are also Christ. Although we are not the Head, we can
share Christ’s headship. We are the Body of the Head, and the Head is the head
over all things. We are not only head over insects, cats, and dogs but also over
presidents, kings, generals, and industrial leaders. We are over them all. (Life-
study of Ephesians, p. 74)

The Triune God’s threefold dispensing is included in the transmission of the
transcending Christ and is completed and consummated in the all-inclusive
transmission of the transcending Christ. Such an all-inclusive transmission
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brings us into union not only with the incarnated and crucified Christ but also
with the resurrected and transcending Christ. In union with this transcending
Christ, we have surpassed all the negative things and transcended them all. The
incarnated and crucified Christ has brought God to man and has accomplished
an eternal redemption for us. But the power of Hades and the rule, authority,
power, and lordship in the air are still the frustration to the God-chosen people
in their participation in what Christ has done for them in His new covenant.
Through His resurrection and ascension, Christ has conquered the power of
Hades and surpassed and transcended all the power of darkness in the air. In
union with such a Christ, we are participating all the time in all His success in His
resurrection and ascension. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Issue of the Dispensing of
the Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ,” p. 526)

We need to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner
man [Eph. 3:16]. This word into indicates transmission. You are receiving
the divine transmission of this fourfold power, the resurrection power,
transcending power, subduing power, and overruling [heading-up] power.
In Ephesians 1 this power was toward us, but in chapter 3 the strengthening
is with this power into our spirit, into our inner man. This power for the
strengthening is not only within us but also in the heavens being transmitted
into us.

The issue of this strengthening is “that Christ may make His home in your
hearts” (v. 17). Not only is Christ in our spirit, but also, as a person, He must
inhabit our whole inward being, our heart....Christ will take over our entire
inward being. When we are strengthened into our inner man, into our spirit,
it will be easy for Christ as the indwelling Spirit to saturate every inward part
of our being. It will be easy for Christ as the indwelling Spirit to take over our
mind, our emotion, and our will. Then Christ can settle down in our being,
making His home in our hearts. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 2, “The Two Greatest
Prayers of the Apostle Paul,” p. 414)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Issue of the Dispensing of the
Processed Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ,” chs. 4-6
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WEEK 8—DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

S. S. 1:2-4 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is
better than wine. Your anointing oils have a pleasant fragrance; your
name is like ointment poured forth; therefore the virgins love you.
Draw me; we will run after you—the king has brought me into his
chambers—we will be glad and rejoice in you; we will extol your love
more than wine. Rightly do they love you.

[In Song of Songs 1] the seeker longs for kisses, not just one kiss [v. 2a].
The most impressive thing about weddings in the Western world is the time
of kissing. The bridegroom opens the bride’s veil to kiss her with his own
mouth. He does not kiss the ears or the nose of the bride but her mouth. This
is the most personal and affectionate thing....This is what it means to pursue
Christ.

According to the New Testament, God’s ordained way for man to receive
Him in this kind of personal and affectionate way is first to believe in Him. To
believe in Him is to receive Him as the divine life into us so that we may have an
organic union with God in the divine life.

Now that we have received Christ into us, what does God want us to do?...
According to the New Testament, after we believe in Christ, after we receive
Him as the divine life into us, we have to love Him [cf. 1 Cor. 2:9]. (CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” pp. 255-256)

Today’s Reading
The seeker goes on to say, “Your love is better than wine” (S. S. 1:2b)....

No wine can compare with His unrivaled love. Nothing is so cheering as
Christ’s love.
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Verse 3 says, “...Your name is like ointment poured forth; / Therefore the virgins
love you.” Christ’s name signifies Christ’s person, His being, and Christ is the
compound Spirit signified by the anointing ointment in Exodus 30...(1 Cor. 15:45b).
This indicates that Christ’s name as His person is the anointing ointment....Christ
is compounded with God, with man, with His death, with the effectiveness of His
death, with His resurrection, and with the power of His resurrection. At least
these six things are compounded together to be the anointing ointment, signifying
Christ in His resurrection as the compound Spirit. If someone says your name,
you respond because you are the person of that name. Christ’s charming name,
His person, is the all-inclusive compound Spirit. His love is attracting, His name is
charming, and His person is captivating. He has drawn and captivated millions of
His lovers to pursue after Him and is still doing the same today.

After you have received Christ as your life, you must have a very personal seeking
after Christ. No one can represent you or do anything for you in this matter.... Every
believer’s relationship with Christ must be personal and affectionate.

The seeker said, “Draw me” [S. S. 1:4]. She did not say, “Draw us.”...We
want a drawing from the Lord that is His personal and affectionate doing. We
want Him to be with us in a personal and affectionate way. All the religions,
including Christianity, ...portray God merely as great, almighty, sovereign,
majestic, and even unapproachable; no one can or even dares to touch God.
To say that God is majestic is not wrong, but that is only one attribute of the
Divine Being. Regardless of how great, sovereign, almighty, and majestic God is,
when He wanted to build up His relationship with man, He took the personal,
affectionate way. He took the way of becoming a man.

We all need to take heed to what the seeker says: “Let him kiss me with
the kisses of his mouth!”..."Your love is better than wine.”..."Draw me; we will
run after you.”...We need this kind of personal and affectionate seeking after
Him, and we need to build up such a relationship with Him that is so personal
and affectionate. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of
Songs,” pp. 256-258, 260)

Further Reading: Life-study of Joshua, msg. 9; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3,
“Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” chs. 1-2; CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The
Christian Life,” ch. 15
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WEEK 8—DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

S. S. 1:4 Draw me; we will run after you—the king has brought me into his
chambers—we will be glad and rejoice in you; we will extol your love
more than wine. Rightly do they love you.

1 Cor. 15:45 ...”The first man, Adam, became a living soul”; the last Adam
became a life-giving Spirit.

In saving us and in building up a relationship with us, God came to visit us
personally and affectionately. How personal and affectionate Jesus was in the
Gospels! But this was His visitation to His chosen people in the physical life. He
was a man physically but was not yet the Spirit.

Through His death and in His resurrection He became “another kind of
Jesus.” He was no longer physical, because He became a life-giving Christ, a life-
giving Spirit.

When Christ was in the flesh, He could visit His disciples outwardly and
openly, but there was no possibility for Him to visit His disciples inwardly and
privately. Today Christ visits us privately and spiritually because He is the life-
giving, compound, consummated, all-inclusive Spirit. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3,
“Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” p. 263)

Today’s Reading

First, in Song of Songs the Lord captivates His seeker, and she with all her
companions follows Him. To pursue Christ for satisfaction is the first “crystal”
in Song of Songs. The second crystal is the King bringing His seeker into His
inner chambers.... In a figure of speech the king’s inner chambers signify our
regenerated spirit as Christ’s inner chambers.

According to the New Testament teaching, our regenerated spirit is not only
for us to have a means to receive Him but also for us to contain Him. Second
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Timothy 4:22 says, “The Lord be with your spirit.” Ephesians 3:16 says that we
need to be strengthened into our inner man. The inner man is our regenerated
spirit. Ephesians 2:22 shows that our spirit is a habitation, a dwelling place, to
God. The real inner chambers to God are our spirit. Christianity preaches the
physical Jesus, but we preach the pneumatic Christ, the Christ who is the Spirit
(2 Cor. 3:17). This One is private and spiritual.

Christ the King brings His seekers into His chambers, that is, into their
regenerated spirit; His dwelling place.... According to our experience, our spirit
is the Holy of Holies—the dwelling place, the inner chambers, of the Triune
God. In this first chapter of Song of Songs He and we have the private and
affectionate fellowship.

The King knows where to go. We must go to our spirit. The inner chambers
of Christ are His lovers’ regenerated spirits mingled with and indwelt by
Him as the life-dispensing Spirit (Rom. 8:16; 2 Tim. 4:22; Rom. 8:11) and are
the practical Holy of Holies in Christ’s lovers for their participation in and
enjoyment of the pneumatic Christ as the consummated Triune God (Heb. 4:16).

First, God saves us; then the Lord leads us to know how to contact Him in
our spirit privately and spiritually. Because we want to enjoy His rich presence
with His rest and satisfaction, He tells us clearly that He is only with His flock,
the church. The essence of the church is the organic Body of Christ, which
consummates in the New Jerusalem. After we were saved, our concern was
merely for our satisfaction, but Christ’s concern is God’s satisfaction—to
have His eternal economy accomplished by having us as the members of the
church, the essence of which is the organic Body of Christ, which ultimately
consummates in the New Jerusalem.

When we fellowship with Christ privately and spiritually, He will direct our
feet to go forth on the footsteps of the flock. Then we will be in the church for
the Body of Christ and for the consummation of the New Jerusalem. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 3, “Crystallization-study of Song of Songs,” pp. 263-265, 270)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ruth, msg. 4; CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 139-
146
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Thou art sweeter than the sweet;
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4. Full of myrrh are all Thy garments,
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Thy God hath anointed Thee;
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L . - - - N Praise shall ever rise to Thee.
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6. God hath blessed Thee, Lord, forever,
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7. Thou art the desire of nations,
All Thy worth they’ll ever prove;
Thou, the chiefest of ten thousand,
Ever worthy of our love.
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