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Key Statements

(1) In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming, we need to
love the Lord Jesus, take Him as our life, live Him, magnify Him, await
His coming, and love His appearing; this should be our heart's desire
and our living.

(2) In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming, we must give
heed to the prophetic word as to a lamp shining in a dark place until the
day dawns and Christ as the morning star secretly rises and appears in
our hearts.

(3) In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming, we need to
enjoy Him as our spiritual food so that we can feed others; we can
enjoy Him when we receive His word by means of all prayer and when
we muse on His word, which is to taste and enjoy His word with much
reconsideration.

(4) In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming, we need
to have a revived living of being renewed day by day and a labor of
shepherding with the loving and forgiving heart of our Father God and
the shepherding and seeking spirit of our Savior Christ.
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O Morning Star!

Praise of the Lord — His All-Inclusiveness

’ s 2
1.0 Morn - ing Star! A rise ere day is bro -  ken
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Shine Thou. dear Lord— our hope, our light, our way;
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Lu - cent a bove guides to a per - fect
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day. (C) O Morn - ing Star! A -rise in se-cret still - ness,
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Break through the gloom, thedark - ness of this age;
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Burst forth, Thou Sun of Righ - teous - ness, in splen dor!
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Come now, our King, turn Thou a glo rious page.

2. O Morning Star! Ascend before the dawning,
In twilight radiate—how clear and bright!
While here we love and wait for Thy dear coming,
Silently, Thou illuminate our night.

3. O Morning Star! Spring forth from my heart’s fountain,
As we attend to Thy prophetic word;
Glow as a lamp amidst apostate darkness,
Until the morn arrives in all the earth.

4. O Morning Star! Appear to us Thy seekers!
Midst this black hour, we wait for Thy return.
Earnestly longing for Thy hidden presence;
Our fond Reward, for Thee we dearly yearn!



% —J Week One
g & T BIH LR RIS, Making Ourselves Ready for the Lord’s Coming by

A ARG CMEST Loving His Appearing and Not Loving the Present Age
#k: 4h 923 Hymns: 1314
% B#EWS, 10, 18, F+=2, 4% =15, Scripture Reading: 2 Tim. 4:8, 10, 18; Rom. 12:2; 1 John 2:15; 5:19b;
219F, B+t 14, —=20 Rev. 17:14; 22:20
[A— - -A_] § Day 1 & Day 2
T BMEAZTEIOEER, L4230 — 1. If the Lord's second coming is precious to us, we will love
®’EM8: His appearing—2 Tim. 4:8:
— %I ENAE T ATRSPIFH—HIT=9,  ALoving the Lord's appearing and loving the Lord Himself are
REWM 8, inseparable—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Tim. 4:8.
ZEAMEFHEIORE, LSRR LM TN B.If we are waiting for the Lord to come, we should be those who love His
WA—mERT— 10, REW 8, appearing—1 Thes. 1:10; 2 Tim. 4:8.
Z I, £k, WENFAELL 3 CThe Lord's appearing, His coming back, is a warning, an encouragement,
Faig h—1. 18 9 and an incentive to us—vv. 1, 18:
1 AN HZFHEH > H RN EFNERDE 1.We should love the Lord's appearing and look forward to it with
XE—E__"20- earnest expectation and joy—Rev. 22:20.
2 FAIN Yo —Fhg F EIAATE > XSERITRK 2.We should have a living that loves the Lord's appearing; this causes us not
O AL EEERS A —REUS B+t 4. to be discouraged but to remain faithful to the end—2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 17:14.
[A=] § Day 3
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II. “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him”"—1 John 2:15:

A.The world is an evil system arranged systematically by Satan—vv. 15-17;
James 4:4:

1.God created man to live on the earth for the fulfillment of His purpose,
but His enemy, Satan, in order to usurp the God-created man, formed
an anti-God world system on this earth by systematizing people with
culture, education, industry, commerce, entertainment, and religion—
Eph. 3:11; Gen. 1:26-28; 2:8-9; 4:16-24.

2.All the things on the earth, especially those related to mankind, and all the
things in the air have been systematized by Satan into his kingdom of darkness
to occupy people and frustrate them from accomplishing the purpose of God
and to distract them from the enjoyment of God—1 John 2:15-17.

3.The world is against God the Father, the things in the world are
against the will of God, and those who love the world are enemies of
God—vv. 15-17; James 4:4.

§ Day 4
B.“The whole world,” the satanic system, “lies in the evil one”—1 John

5:19b:

1.“The whole world” comprises the satanic world system and the
people of the world, the fallen human race.

2.Lies means remaining passively in the sphere of the evil one's usurpation
and manipulation; the whole world and the people of the world are lying
passively under the usurping and manipulating hand of Satan, the evil one.

3.The Greek word rendered “evil” in 1 John 5:19 refers to one who is
pernicious, harmfully evil, one who affects others, influencing them to be evil
and vicious; such an evil one is Satan, the devil, in whom the whole world lies.
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e AR R R R AR L EH, £4  C Satanis utilizing the material world and the things that are in the world to
F—mE—fH#AFYRE,;, AHERGEL eventually head everything up in the kingdom of Antichrist; at that hour
2HBME, FEHERGE—STFTHEIAK the world system will have reached its zenith, and every unit of it will be

AB—tEE =3~ 12, revealed to be anti-Christian—2 Thes. 2:3-12.
[(AA] § Day 5
A EITHIN, HEALHHHK, £48F49— Il Loving the Lord's appearing is in contrast to loving the
258, 10: present age—2 Tim. 4:8, 10:

—HRAMEHR R LGS, AHE. 7@, A  AAnageis apart, a section, or an aspect of the world system of Satan,
WA R, EF&HFEA, AT DN Fry which is used by him to usurp and occupy people and keep them away
MTE—H5 19, =15 from God and His purpose—1 John 5:19; 2:15.

ZREWETH UMK, HBAAELAMN.  B.In 2 Timothy 4:10 the present age refers to the world that surrounds,
R A KA IRF RO, KM FEfRH attracts, and tempts us; we cannot contact the world unless we contact

R, TrAE B AR ALK, the present age of the world.

ZREHEZTALSHENR, §TAASAERKGA, C. Demas loved the present age; due to the attraction of the present age, he
RO BFE/RKRT—10 T, forsook the apostle Paul—v. 10.

WEFLHT_F_FHRF KM, ~24#45X  D.In Romans 12:2 Paul exhorts us to not be fashioned according to this age
#X, TEEESELHLHHEIL: but to be transformed by the renewing of the mind:

| =78y "X f5 RS - EEavET 0 T 1.This age in verse 2 denotes the present, practical part of the world, which
SBRETERT » H I BERAEEN—4 ~ 577 - stands in opposition to the Body life and replaces the Body life—vv. 4-5.

2 B B RERUE RIS EARHI A 5 21k 2.To be fashioned according to this age means to adopt the modern fashions of
s L AEVH T EFRRATX AR - R4 the present age; to be transformed is to allow an organic element to be wrought
BRI —2 717 M= 18 into our being, thus producing an inward metabolic change—v. 2; 2 Cor. 3:18.

3RNBSIHARETES > EEOHHNEER > AT 3.Because the present age opposes the church, which is God's will, we
PLBA A AR X K —2 22 - must not be fashioned according to it—Rom. 12:2.

4 BNEEEERENSEE > SN ZE MBS 4.1f we are to live in the Body of Christ, we should not follow the present
o WA X AR —4 ~ 577 - age or be fashioned according to this age or conformed to it—vv. 4-5.
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A BEMEZALSGHEK, e Re9—1; &1  E.If welove the present age, we will take sides with the world; if we love the
FEININ, HABEIN—, FHERHKR Lord's appearing, we will take sides with Him and fight with Him for His

SER—F%FE—REWE1~2, 4~8, 10, interests—2 Tim. 4:1-2, 4-8, 10.
[A7N] § Day 6
Bk &k 2, MK, A& TG AR IV. Those who love the Lord, wait for His coming, and love His
SFBE—RAT=9, #EWSE, B =20, appearing will overcome—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 22:20;
+x 14: 17:14:

—ZFIHIN, HREMNAREE, HEFEM  AlLoving the Lord's appearing is a proof that we love the Lord and live
IEA; B T AMEREFEZ TGO K for Him today; hence, it also becomes a condition for us to receive His
H—i1R 579 8, 18, reward—2 Tim. 4:8, 18.

ZEFNEN, FRREEMNALLEF4F  B.To love the Lord's appearing does not mean that we should not live a
T MR, HMAREMG DI, RS EA normal life; rather, the more we love His appearing, the more we need
ART—ANAEFHLEFT—KR 40 ~ 42, s to live a normal life today—Matt. 24:40-42; 2 Thes. 1:10; 3:6-12; 1 Tim.
E—9, Z6~12, A A8, 5:8.

ZHAE AR, URA LG, FH, T KRK#E  C As those who love the Lord Jesus, take Him as our life, live Him, and
A, #RZEEMEK, FELEHGIA; IRK magnify Him, we should await His coming and love His appearing; this
M A B EHEANRGRR, ZREEANE R should be our heart's desire and our living as those who hope to enter
WE, AEFAEAXERZOA, ZAYHSREfL into His joy, be saved into the Lord's heavenly kingdom, and receive the
F—R)E W 8, 18, crown of righteousness—2 Tim. 4:8, 18.
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WEEK 1—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:1 | solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom.

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and
not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.

By loving the Lord’s appearing, we can be rewarded with an entrance
into the kingdom of the heavens. Loving the Lord’s appearing cannot be
separated from loving the Lord Himself. If we really love the Lord, we will
love His appearing. If we love the Lord’s appearing, we will be like John on
the island of Patmos, who was for the Lord and said, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
(Rev. 22:20). If we love the Lord’s appearing like John, we also will partake of
the Lord’s kingdom. (CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 4, “Crucial Truths in the Holy
Scriptures, Volume 5,” p. 276)

Today’s Reading

According to Paul’s charge in 2 Timothy 4:1, Timothy was to live in the
light of the appearing of the Lord and His kingdom. Whatever the kingdom
will reject in the future must be rejected in our living today. If we live in
His appearing, we would certainly refrain from quarreling; we would not
want to be found arguing when the Lord appears... The apostles lived with
the appearing of the Lord in view. The Lord’s appearing was constantly a
warning to them and regulated their living. They did not dare to do certain
things because they believed that the Lord could appear at any time. If we
take seriously the matters of the Lord’s appearing and the kingdom, they will
greatly affect our daily living. The appearing of Christ must be a basic factor
in our daily living.

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 1
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In verse 8...the crown, a symbol of glory, is given as a prize, in addition
to the Lord’s salvation, to the triumphant runner of the race (1 Cor. 9:25). In
contrast to salvation, which is of grace and by faith (Eph. 2:5, 8-9), this prize is
not of grace nor by faith, but is of righteousness through works (Matt. 16:27;
Rev. 22:12; 2 Cor. 5:10). The believers will be recompensed with such a reward,
not according to the Lord’s grace but according to His righteousness. Hence, it
is the crown of righteousness. The Recompenser is the Lord as the righteous
Judge. Paul was assured that such a prize was reserved for him and that he
would be recompensed with it at the day of the Lord’s second appearing.

Here it is not a matter of a crown of grace but of a crown of righteousness.
The crown of righteousness is the crown to be a king. This means when
the Lord comes back, Paul will be rewarded with the manifestation of the
kingdom of the heavens.

Paul says that such an award will be given to all who love the Lord’s
appearing. The Lord’s appearing, His coming back, is a warning, an
encouragement, and an incentive to us. We should love it and look forward to
it with earnest expectation and joy.

Not many believers realize that when the Lord Jesus comes back, He will
not come as the merciful God or as the gracious Savior but as the righteous
Judge. Christians should be warned and encouraged to prepare themselves
to stand before this Judge. We should take up the burden in this dark age to
bring such a solemn charge to the Lord’s people. We all need to receive this
charge before God and before the Lord Jesus, the One who will judge the living
and the dead. We must declare the fact that when the Lord comes back, He
will be the Judge of all, both believers and unbelievers. According to Matthew
25, all of the Lord’s servants will have to give an account to Him. The Lord will
either say, “Well done, good and faithful slave” (v. 21), or “Evil and slothful
slave” (v. 26). In His righteousness the Lord will decide whether or not we
receive a reward. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3685-3687)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 366; Life-
study of 2 Timothy, msgs. 7-8; Life-study of Titus, msg. 4
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 22:12 Behold, | come quickly, and My reward is with Me to render
to each one as his work is.

20 He who testifies these things says, Yes, I come quickly. Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!

Phil. 3:20 ...We eagerly await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Revelation 22:12 the Lord Jesus said, “Behold, I come quickly.” In verse
20 the Lord also said, “Yes, I come quickly.” Our loving response should be,
“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” (22:20; 2 Tim. 4:8)... We should always call for His
coming. This becomes our response to His return. Since we know that the
Lord’s second coming is so precious, we should love the Lord’s appearing. We
must tell the Lord, “Lord Jesus, I love You, and I love Your appearing. Because
I love You, I love Your appearing.” (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
4448)

Today’s Reading

Paul was one who...lived... a life of waiting for the Lord’s return. We can
see this by reading 1 Thessalonians. This book has five chapters, each of
which concludes with the Lord’s coming back. This indicates that Paul was
one who loved the Lord’s appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). Taking Paul as our pattern,
we should love the Lord’s appearing.

Since we love the Lord’s appearing, we should earnestly wait for His
coming (Phil. 3:20; 1 Thes. 1:10)...0ur living should indicate that we have
no other hope on earth. Our hope is in the coming Lord. He is our eternal
destiny. In 1 Corinthians 7 Paul says, “Brothers, the time is shortened.
Henceforth both those who have wives should be as though they had none,

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 3
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and those who weep as though they did not weep, and those who rejoice
as though they did not rejoice, and those who buy as though they did not
possess, and those who use the world as though they did not abuse it; for the
fashion of this world is passing away” (vv. 29-31). Christ is our real hope.

While waiting for the Lord’s return, we should learn to fear Him. In Luke 12
the Lord gave a parable concerning a rich man who endeavored to lay up wealth
for himself so that his soul might enjoy itself and be merry. But God said to him,
“Foolish one, this night they are requiring your soul from you” (v. 20). Every
“today” that we have is truly the Lord’s grace. Therefore, as long as we have
today, as long as we still have breath, we should love the Lord and His appearing,
await the Lord’s coming (Phil. 3:20), and...take His coming as an encouragement.

In 2 Timothy 4:1 Paul says to Timothy, “I solemnly charge you before God
and Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing
and His kingdom.” This is an exhortation from Paul immediately before his
martyrdom... He reminded Timothy that by the Lord’s judgment and kingdom
we should have a living that loves the Lord’s appearing [cf. vv. 6-8]. This is
also a reminder to us, and this will cause us not to be discouraged, not to
backslide, and not to become weak but to remain faithful to the end.

At the end of the first century, the Lord said, “Behold, I come quickly,” (Rev.
22:12) so that we would consider His reward to be rendered at His coming
back... We should not think that because the Lord has been tolerating the
situation for more than nineteen centuries, He is slow to come back. We need
to look at the world situation today. We do not know what will happen within
the next few days. In this age things happen very quickly. Therefore, we must
pray and be watchful. We must also be prepared in spirit and in our daily life.
May the Lord cover us so that we may be a watchful, praying, and prepared
people. In order for the Lord to come as the Bridegroom, the bride must be
prepared for Him. s the bride ready for the Bridegroom’s coming? Is it possible
for the Lord to come today as the Bridegroom? Because the bride is not yet
ready, we may say that it is possible that the Lord’s coming will not be as soon
as some expect. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4449-4450)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 435
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WEEK 1— DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him; because all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
vainglory of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is
passing away, and its lust, but he who does the will of God abides forever.

By His death on the cross the Lord judged the world and cast out its ruler,
Satan [cf. John 12:31]. The world is an evil system, arranged systematically by
Satan. Satan has systematized all the things on earth, especially those related
to mankind, and the things in the air into his kingdom of darkness to occupy
and frustrate people from the purpose of God and to distract them from the
enjoyment of God. This evil system, the kingdom of darkness, was judged
when its ruler, Satan, was cast out by the Lord’s crucifixion in the flesh. On
the cross the Lord as the Son of Man (v. 23) was lifted up in the form of the
serpent (3:14), that is, “in the likeness of the flesh of sin” (Rom. 8:3). Satan,
the ruler of this world, as “the ancient serpent” (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), had injected
himself into man’s flesh. Through His death on the cross “in the likeness of
the flesh of sin,” the Lord destroyed Satan, who is in man'’s flesh (Heb. 2:14).
By judging Satan (John 16:11) in this way, the Lord also judged the world,
which is hanging on Satan. Hence, the Lord’s being lifted up caused the world
to be judged and its ruler, Satan, to be cast out. When the Lord Jesus as the
Son of Man was lifted up in the form of a serpent, He not only removed our
sins and dealt with our serpentine nature but also destroyed Satan and
the satanic world system that hangs upon him. Now, by His death, we are
redeemed, delivered, have the divine life, and are overcoming the world.
(Life-study of John, pp. 317-318)

Today’s Reading
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The Greek word for world, kosmos, has more than one meaning. In
Matthew 25:34; John 17:15; Acts 17:24; Ephesians 1:4; and Revelation 13:8,
it denotes the material universe as a system created by God. In John 1:29;
3:16; and Romans 5:12, it denotes the fallen human race corrupted and
usurped by Satan as components for his evil world system. In 1 Peter 3:3 it
denotes adorning, ornament. [In 1 John 2:15], as in John 15:19; 17:14; and
James 4:4, it denotes an order, a set form, an orderly arrangement, hence, an
ordered system (set up by Satan, the adversary of God), not the earth. God
created man to live on the earth for the fulfillment of His purpose. But His
enemy Satan, in order to usurp the God-created man, has formed an anti-
God world system on this earth by systematizing men with religion, culture,
education, industry, commerce, and entertainment through men’s fallen
nature in their lusts, pleasures, pursuits, and even in their indulgence in
living necessities, such as food, clothing, housing, and transportation. The
whole of such a satanic system lies in the evil one (1 John 5:19). Not loving
such a world is the ground for overcoming the evil one. Loving it just a little
gives the evil one the ground to defeat us and occupy us.

In 2:15 John says that if we love the world, the love of the Father is not in
us. The love of the Father here is our love toward Him generated by His love
within us. We love Him with the love by which He has loved us. In verse 17
John goes on to say, “And the world is passing away, and its lust, but he who
does the will of God abides forever” As the world is against God the Father,
so the things in the world (v. 15), which are its lust, are against the will of
God. On the positive side, we have the Father and His will. On the negative
side, we have the world and all the things in the world. The world is against
the Father, and the things in the world are against the will of the Father... The
world, its lust, and those who love the world are passing away. But God, His
will, and those who do His will abide forever [v. 17]. (Life-study of 1 John, pp.
170-171,176)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 John, msg. 20
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, love for the Father is not in him.

5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the evil
one.

Since we have been begotten of God, we are out of Him and thus possess
His life and partake of His nature. By this we are separated unto God from
the satanic world, which lies in the evil one. (1 John 5:19, footnote 1)

“The whole world” comprises the satanic world system (2:15 and footnote
2) and the people of the world, the fallen human race. (1 John 5:19, footnote 2)

[“The whole world lies”], that is, remains passively in the sphere of the evil
one’s influence, under the evil one’s usurpation and manipulation. While the
believers are living and moving actively by the life of God, the whole world
(and especially the people of the world) is lying passively under the usurping
and manipulating hand of Satan, the evil one. (1 John 5:19, footnote 3)

The Greek word [rendered “evil”’] does not refer to an essentially worthless
and wicked character, nor does it indicate worthlessness and corruption,
degeneracy from original virtue. It refers to one who is pernicious, harmfully
evil, one who affects others, influencing them to be evil and vicious. Such an evil
one is Satan, the devil, in whom the whole world lies. (1 John 5:19, footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

Politics, education, literature, science, art, law, commerce, music—such
are the things that constitute the kosmos, and these are things that we meet
daily. Subtract them and the world as a coherent system ceases to be. In
studying the history of mankind we have to acknowledge marked progress
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in each of these departments. The question however is: In what direction is
this “progress” tending? What is the ultimate goal of all this development? At
the end, John tells us, antichrist will arise and will set up his own kingdom
in this world (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7; Rev. 13)... Satan is utilizing the
material world, the men of the world, the things that are in the world, to head
everything up eventually in the kingdom of antichrist. At that hour the world-
system will have reached its zenith; and at that hour every unit of it will be
revealed to be anti-Christian. Today the world comes and searches us out.
There is a force abroad now which is captivating men... Have you ever heard
so much talk about money? Have you ever thought so much about food and
clothing? Wherever you go, even among Christians, the things of the world
are the topics of conversation. The world has advanced to the very door of
the Church and is seeking to draw even the saints of God into its grasp. Never
in this sphere of things have we needed to know the power of the Cross of
Christ to deliver us as we do at the present time. (CWWN, vol. 39, pp. 63-66)

It is important for us to understand the different meanings of the word
kosmos in the New Testament. We have pointed out that this word is used to
denote the material universe, the fallen human race corrupted and usurped
by Satan, and the anti-God world system set up by Satan in order to usurp the
man created by God for the fulfillment of His purpose. It is the last mentioned
denotation of kosmos that applies to 1 John 2:15. In this verse the world
refers to the anti-God world system formed by Satan. Every thing, every one,
and every matter have been systematized by the evil one, the adversary of
God, and made a part of his world system.

In such a situation, where shall we go?... We need to go to the Triune God.
Only the Triune God has not been systematized by Satan. Along with going to
the Triune God, we also need to go to the Word of God. Therefore, since every
thing, every one, and every matter have been systematized by Satan, we
need to flee to the Triune God and His Word. God’s Word is our refuge, our
protection. (Life-study of 1 John, p. 171)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 39, pp. 59-75
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WEEK 1— DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be
transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will
of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect.

2 Tim. 4:10 For Demas has abandoned me, having loved the present age,
and has gone to Thessalonica...

In Romans 12:2 Paul charges the believers not to be “fashioned according
to this age.”... The Greek word translated “age” can be rendered “modern.”
The age is the present, practical part of the world that we contact. To be
conformed to this age means to adopt modern fashions outwardly. The
combination of all people, activities, and things outside of God is called the
world. The age designates the part of the world that we contact. The world
is the entire organization used by Satan to usurp man, whereas an age is a
section, an aspect, the present and modern appearance of the world, which is
used by Satan to usurp and occupy people and to keep them away from God
and His purpose. Therefore, Ephesians 2:2 refers to “the age of this world.”
We can contact only the age, a part, but not the world, the whole. Usually, we
say that the world possesses us. In reality, only the age possesses us, not the
whole world. (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 3, pp. 30-31)

Today’s Reading

In 2 Timothy 4:10 we find the reason Paul charged Timothy to come to
him quickly: “For Demas has abandoned me, having loved the present age,
and has gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia; Titus to Dalmatia.” Loving
the present age, the world now before our eyes, is in contrast to loving the
Lord’s appearing, mentioned in verse 8. The world, the cosmos, is composed
of many ages. It seems that every decade is a different age. The present age
is the world which surrounds us, attracts us, and tempts us. Demas was one
who loved the present age.
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Some believe that Demas came from Thessalonica and that this was the
reason he went to Thessalonica after forsaking Paul. But whether or not he
was a native of that city, it is certain that he went there because he loved
the world and forsook the apostle. Due to the attraction of the present age,
Demas forsook the apostle. In verses 8 and 10 we have a contrast between
loving the Lord’s appearing and loving the present age. If we love the Lord’s
appearing, we shall take sides with Him and fight with Him for His interests.
But if we love the present age, we shall take sides with the world. (Life-study
of 2 Timothy, pp. 65, 67)

In Romans 12:2 Paul exhorts us to not be fashioned according to this age
but to be transformed by the renewing of the mind. This age denotes the
present, practical part of the world, which stands in opposition to the Body
life and replaces the Body life. The whole world is a system of Satan, and the
age is a part of this world system. We cannot contact the world unless we
contact the present age of the world. To be fashioned according to this age
means to adopt the modern fashions of the present age; to be transformed is
to allow an organic element to be wrought into our being, thus producing an
inward metabolic change. Because the present age opposes the church, we
must not be fashioned according to it. If we are to live in the Body of Christ,
we should not follow the present age or be fashioned according to this age.

We need the renewing of the mind and the transformation of the soul so
that we “may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing
and perfect.” In this verse the will of God does not refer to our personal human
situation—to matters of marriage, employment, or housing. According to
Romans 12, the will of God is the Body life. Through transformation by the
renewing of the mind, we can prove and discern that the will of God is to obtain
the Body. (Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 4, p. 112)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 4, Isn. 61; Truth
Lessons—Level Four, vol. 3, Isn. 43; CWWL, 1989, vol. 1, “The Glorious Vision
and the Way of the Cross,” ch. 4

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 10



% — | n JF] ><

E“ I]Ru

RGW8 “HNALHAERAREG, A2 E,
AR AN FRE, AIHEZRHRG; M2EW
&K, CEGLEARIIGA, 7

Jo == 12 “HR, KLBek! K
PREAPTAT B4R M 7

WAT 7522 “EHATE £, thi AT HTA
Mg, £RT!
/Erru,

(FEE) REERNE (£) WEHR (REWT

c ZEEFMEIH, MEFEHD, B4, 0X
&mgzﬁi,ﬁx%%%i% FraEZE. NE

—YIH A, MEREER, FEHEEANEG; T+
%E,ﬁ%ﬁ%,i\ﬁi SN, FhE E R B
FrUUZE0EH, TERNASREE. Y EHEEN
IEE; H gt R T BRATE R EHEEZ RGN E (K
HRE_FE—, —CtTERA) .

[EREE

BMNEREZE, RAEEZMNEI, Hateyk
. N —_+—FBTEZTNE, EAEE = KH
&%%E?&ﬂ@(l&vl?) RENEEBLNZE LI
B ~HKMEREEZREAN, e WHEAA
o ﬁﬂ‘]%iﬁﬁﬁi%%/\, MM, RATH
Zatae. RMNEZE, KELZHETI,

MHA T ARE_+ T HZEEA MR E, -
“ERT!D 7 EEXRTFEA KN ERL!
EXTE, RETERAMBEERNXAEZE, &

&, &E&

O T+ A¥FEIG-F 1A RMES-F 1111

WEEK 1— DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:8 ... There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and
not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.

Rev. 22:12 Behold, | come quickly, and My reward is with Me to render
to each one as his work is.

1 Cor. 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed! The
Lord comes!

We will receive a reward because we love His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). To
love the Lord’s appearing and to love the Lord Himself are inseparable. If we
truly love the Lord, we will love His appearing. All those who love the Lord
and forsake everything for Him love also His appearing, that they may receive
His reward; those who do not love the Lord, but love the world or love sin, are
afraid of the Lord’s coming. Therefore, loving the Lord’s appearing is a proof
that we love the Lord and live for Him today; hence, it also becomes a condition
for us to receive His reward. (Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 1, p. 157)

Today’s Reading

If we genuinely love the Lord, we must love His appearing, that is, His coming.
John 21 reveals the matter of loving the Lord. There the Lord asked Peter three
times whether he loved Him (vv. 15-17). Second Timothy 4 reveals the matter of
loving the Lord’s appearing [v. 8]... If we genuinely love someone, we will eagerly
expect that one’s coming. If we say that we love someone yet push him away
from us, our love is false. If we love the Lord, we will surely love His appearing.

[First Corinthians 16:22] connects loving the Lord to His coming... The
word in the Greek text rendered “the Lord comes” can also be translated “our
Lord come!” In this verse Paul is strong not only in declaring that we must
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love the Lord but also in praying for the Lord’s return. In this verse the two
items—Iloving the Lord and the coming of the Lord—are connected. Hence,
when we declare that we love the Lord, we must realize that our declaration
also means that we love His coming. We may declare, “Lord, I love You, and
thus I love Your appearing. [ desire Your coming.”

There are three different Greek words used in the New Testament to refer
to the Lord’s coming. Although all three words are almost always translated
“come,” the sense of the Greek words is different. One of these three Greek
words is parousia, which means “presence” (Matt. 24:3, 27, 37, 39). This
means that to love the Lord’s coming is to love His presence. However, some
may ask why we are waiting for the Lord’s presence if, according to Matthew
28:20, the Lord is with us all the time. In other words, since we have the
Lord’s presence, why do we still desire His presence? It is impossible to
answer this question in a doctrinal way... It is a fact that the Lord is with us,
and it is also a fact that He is coming (Acts 1:11). (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, pp.
379-380)

In 2 Timothy 4:8 Paul says... that the crown of righteousness is laid up for
all those who love the Lord’s appearing. We must tell the Lord, “Lord Jesus, I
love You and I love Your appearing. Because I love You, I love Your appearing.”
However, to love the Lord’s appearing does not mean that we should not live
a normal life. Rather, the more we love His appearing, the more we need to
live a normal life today. (Life-study of Revelation, p. 353)

Furthermore, we should await the Lord’s coming, when He “will
transfigure the body of our humiliation to be conformed to the body of His
glory” (Phil. 3:20-21) and will lead us into His glory so that we may fully gain
and enjoy Him (Heb. 2:10). As those who love Him, take Him as our life, live
in Him, and magnify Him in our bodies, we should await His coming and love
His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). This should be our heart’s desire and our living,
as those who expect to enter into His glory and enjoy Him. (CWWL, 1952, vol.
1, “Christ and the Cross,” p. 88)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, pp. 379-384; “Life and Building as
Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” ch. 8
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

Lord, Thou wilt soon appear

Hope of Glory — The Wedding Day 1314
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v 1. Lord, Thou wilt soon ap - pear, Thy day is al - most here.
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Oh, how we love Thy com - ing soon!
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lov er Than Thou, Lord Je - sus, our Bride - groom!

2. The hour is drawing nigh,
Soon we shall hear Thy cry
And with Thee on the clouds descend.
Oh what an hour sweet
When Bride and Bridegroom meet
And love surpassing comprehend.

3. The moments fly apace,
Soon we shall see Thy face!
Amen, Lord Jesus! Quickly come!
We long Thyself to see
And with Thee ever be,
Thou who our inmost heart hath won.

4.’Tis but a moment now;
Thou, our Lord Bridegroom, Thou
Soon wilt return to claim Thy Bride.
O Hallelujah!
"Tis this we long for,
And Thou too wilt be satisfied.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% )3 Week Two

EEEGTEZRRAE TR, Making Ourselves Ready for the Lord’s Coming
oA ERER A CMEST by Growing in Life unto Maturity
. 546 Hymns: 750
®%: ko1, @13, H—27~29, W12, Scripture Reading: Heb. 6:1; Eph. 4:13; Col. 1:27-29; 4:12; Rev.
BtTm1~5 14:1-5
[A—] § Day 1
T HELEESPRARAEZEFHEAEZ Z574 1. Inhis Epistle, James uses the illustration of a farmer awaiting
&= ABIHE—RT: with long-suffering the precious fruit of the earth—5:7:

—IMHEREAALRK, B—89RKX—XK  AThe Lord Jesus is actually the real Farmer, the unique Farmer—Matt.
+=3, 13:3.

—EBEMAERLEEIHRER, #XEAKK B .While we are awaiting with long-suffering the Lord's coming, He, as the
BEDFEFEEMNELESTERH, RABRM real Farmer, is awaiting with patience our maturity in life as the firstfruits
HRFAEHE—RB T4, 14~ 15, and the harvest of the field—Rev. 14:4, 14-15.

= E&MEHEH, “£, KIMEEkER”, £T4%,  CIf we pray, “Lord, come back quickly,” the Lord may say, “While you

“CYARMEFERERE, KAEFIEARAR are awaiting My coming back, I am awaiting your maturity; only your

A ERMBMNARHRT, TRERAZ R, ” maturity can hasten My coming back.”
mWAMNEZAEFEI®R, #F 244 KK D.ltisagreat help for us to realize that if we are serious about awaiting the
AE TR AR RANA KGO, Lord's coming back, we need to grow in life unto maturity.
[(A_] § Day 2

X BRAAABELABRHEENEH—mDE 19: 1. To be mature is to have Christ formed in us—Gal. 4:19:
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O =FEHRFREERARESSE 2EANE—FE 21

A.Christ was born in us when we believed into Him (John 3:6, 15-16), He
lives in us in our Christian life (Gal. 2:20b), and He will be formed in us at
our maturity (4:19):

1.The last stage of transformation is maturity, the fullness of life:

a.God's eternal purpose can be accomplished only through our
transformation and maturity—Gen. 1:26; Col. 1:28; 2:19; 4:12.

b.Maturity is a matter of having the divine life imparted into us again
and again until we have the fullness of life—]John 10:10b.

§ Day 3
2.Maturity is a matter of the enlargement of capacity—Psa. 4:1:

a. Maturity in life is the sum total of receiving the discipline of the Holy
Spirit—Heb. 12:5-11.

b.Others may see a person who has matured in life, but they cannot see the
accumulated discipline of the Holy Spirit which that person has received
secretly day by day throughout the years—2 Cor. 1:8-10; Gen. 47:7, 10.

3.God will sovereignly use persons, things, and events to empty us of
everything that has filled us and to take away every preoccupation so that we
may have an increased capacity to be filled with God—Luke 1:53; Matt. 5:6.

§ Day 4

B. Christ being formed in us is needed that we may mature in the divine
sonship and be sons of full age—Gal. 4:4-5; Rom. 8:15; Eph. 1:5:

1.Since the time of our regeneration, the Lord has been working in us
so that we may have His image—2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29.

2.When the Lord has fully worked His image into us and is fully
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ST HRAIRHE » Bl TR T —H =16~ 17 expressed through us, we will be mature in life—Eph. 3:16-17.
[(AA] § Day 5

ZAHAZBRE ‘AT XERTIERAEM  C As used in the New Testament, the word mature refers to the believers'
MEARHFFEZ A A EKR. RAHF being full-grown, mature, and perfected in the life of God, which they

AT A received at the time of regeneration:
| Bl 1A ZEWE e - JsEEREAEN EmEL 1.We should never be content with ourselves but should pursue growth and
REGE FATFEE R W R BRI = maturity in the life of Christ; we need to go on, to be brought on, to maturity
WHE  ZEA - B NEEEHNE S Hm by forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things
SEE FHETEEREWEEAERSNES —HE= which are before, pursuing toward the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ
12~15- for the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom—Phil. 3:12-15.
2 EER Edn B Se R SR EME A E 2.The prerequisite for maturity in the spiritual life is to grow
—HEKR—FHT 15 continually in the divine life—Eph. 4:15.
3EREREEEGE KRR RALERTIERKRK 3.The ultimate issue of the believers' growth and maturity in the life
NA—E2EABENEE  KE— P EREEIA— of Christ is the full-grown man—the church as the Body of Christ
13777 ¢ growing into a mature man—v. 13.
[A71] § Day 6

ARFRPUGEAR, HTAEHEALLATZ I The goal of Paul's ministry was to present every man
KB | SF R — AN A—B — 28 ~ mature, full-grown, in Christ for the one new man—Col.

29, =10~ 11: 1:28-29; 3:10-11:

— KT H—F_FTATEEFA “RA” 6%, & A The Greek word rendered “full-grown” in 1:28 may also be translated
TiER K . YRRV BCRDET “perfect,” “complete,” or “mature.”

_RTHBRELNREEZLEL,GEALE, #44]  B.Paul's ministry was to dispense Christ into others so that they would be
EEBIKARH, BURAFTE—HT 13, perfect and complete by maturing in Christ unto full growth—Eph. 4:13.

ZAMBEANALTLS, A EALMNEH; #  C The more we get into Christ, the more He comes into us; and the more He
BHENKMEZE, KRMNEAFAHNLEH; F5K comes into us, the more we get into Him; it is by this cycle that we grow in
1k, EAMNAFEALEEGZRKK—H— 27~ 28, life—Col. 1:27-28.
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D.Our goal in preaching the gospel to sinners and in fellowshipping with the
saints is to minister Christ into them so that they may mature in life and
be presented full-grown in Him—3:10-11; Eph. 4:13-14.

IV. To be ready for rapture we need the maturity in life—Matt.
24:40-41.:

A.The rapture is the consummating step of God's full salvation in life—
the transfiguration, the redemption, of our body—Rom. 5:10; 8:23; Phil.
3:21:

1.Because of the demand of the divine life that we have received and
because of the intensity of our love toward the Lord, we desire to pursue
a life that awaits the Lord's coming—1 Thes. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23.

2.As we love the Lord and await His coming, we hope to be raptured to
the presence of the Lord—Matt. 24:40-41; Luke 17:31-36; 21:36.

B.To become matured is not an overnight matter; for the Lord's coming,
we need to prepare ourselves, love Him, and grow in Him so that at His
appearing we may be mature to be raptured—Rev. 14:1-5.

C. Marks of maturity include the following—Heb. 6:1:
1.Being filled with the divine life that changes us—Eph. 3:19.
2.Reigning in life—Rom. 5:17.
3.Being able to eat solid food—Heb. 5:12-14.
4.Being full-grown in understanding—1 Cor. 14:20.
5.Being perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect—Matt. 5:48.

6.Seeing the Body, knowing the Body, living in the Body and for the
Body, caring for the Body, and honoring the Body—Eph. 4:13-16.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 14:4 ...These were purchased from among men as firstfruits to God
and to the Lamb.

James 5:7 Therefore be long-suffering, brothers, until the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the farmer eagerly awaits the precious fruit of the earth,
exercising long-suffering over it until it receives the early and late rain.

The Lord’s coming requires our growth and maturity. As long as we
remain spiritually immature, we will delay the Lord’s coming...The quicker
we mature in the divine life, the more we hasten the Lord’s harvest. We
all need to grow by eating Jesus; the more we eat Him and grow, the more
we hasten His return. Merely to declare, “Lord Jesus, come quickly,” is not
sufficient.

Just as a farmer cannot harvest his crops until they are ripe, the Lord Jesus
will not return until a significant number of His believers are mature. Hence,
we need to keep feeding on Jesus. (CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, p. 410)

Today’s Reading

While we are awaiting the Lord’s coming with long-suffering, He, as the
real Farmer (Matt. 13:3), is also awaiting with patience our maturity in life as
the firstfruits and harvest of His field (Rev. 14:4, 14-15). Our maturity in life
can cut short the period of our long-suffering and His patience.

We need to pursue maturity in life to meet the Lord and be prepared to be
judged by Him [cf. James 5:9].

In 5:7 James uses the illustration of a farmer awaiting with long-suffering
the precious fruit of the earth... The Lord Jesus is actually the real Farmer,
the unique Farmer. As we are awaiting His coming, He, as the real Farmer, is
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awaiting our maturity. We may pray, “Lord, come back quickly.” However, He
may say, “My children, mature quicker. While you are awaiting My coming
back, I am awaiting your maturity... Only your maturity can hasten My
coming back.”

It is a great help for us to realize that if we are serious about awaiting the
Lord’s coming back, we need to grow in life. Most Christians today view the
Lord’s coming in an altogether objective way, in a way that has nothing to do
with our spiritual condition or spiritual growth. Their expectation is that one
day the Lord will suddenly come, and that His coming will have nothing to do
with their maturity. It may be that the concepts many Christians hold regarding
the Lord’s coming back are actually causing Him to delay His coming.

The illustration of the farmer in 5:7 implies that the farmer is waiting for
the crop growing in the field to ripen. According to Revelation 14, the Lord is
also waiting for the harvest to be ripe. When the harvest in the field is ripe,
He will come back. This harvest will be the issue, the outcome, of the Lord’s
sowing of Himself as a seed. This was accomplished during the Lord’s first
coming, and it is described in Matthew 13. We need to realize that it is the
ripening of the harvest that will hasten the Lord’s coming back.

For the Lord’s coming back, we need long-suffering, endurance, and
the growth in life. As we are exercising long-suffering toward those who
persecute us and endurance toward afflictions, we need to grow in life. Then
we shall be able to say, “O Lord Jesus, come back sooner. Lord, can’t You see
that I am growing in life? Today I am growing faster than yesterday. Because
[ am growing, Lord, I ask You to speed up Your coming back.”...I doubt that
many Christians have prayed in this way concerning the Lord’s coming back.

We need to realize that the Lord’s coming is related to our growth in life.
If we fulfill the condition of growing in life, the Lord will fulfill the condition
of coming back sooner. Therefore, we need to grow in life, and as we are
growing, to exercise long-suffering and endurance. This is the proper way to
await the Lord’s coming back. (Life-study of James, pp. 97-100)

Further Reading: Life-study of James, msg. 11; CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, pp.
410-411
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 6:1 Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be
brought on to maturity...

Matt. 5:48 You therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father is
perfect.

John 10:10 ...I have come that they may have life and may have it
abundantly.

The meaning of the word mature in Greek is “at the end point.” When the
word is used to describe organisms, it denotes completion, full growth, and
maturity. This word is used many times in the New Testament, referring to
the believers’ being full-grown, mature, and perfected in the life of God, which
they receive at the time of regeneration. It indicates that although we receive
the life of God when we are regenerated, after regeneration we still need to
grow and mature unto perfection in this life. (Life Lessons, vol. 4, p. 69)

Today’s Reading

The last stage of transformation is maturity. Maturity means the fullness
of life. When one is mature, he has no shortage of life.

Transformation is a metabolic change in life. Thus, transformation is not a
matter of fullness; it is a matter of change... Only through transformation can
we reach maturity. We have a natural life, but this life is not good for God’s
economy. Although our natural life does not need to be replaced, it does need
to be metabolically changed... Although our human life is necessary for God’s
economy, it should not remain a natural human life; it should be a human life
that has been transformed in nature so that the divine life may be mingled
with the transformed human life to become one.

At least two verses in the New Testament unveil the matter of
transformation. Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be fashioned according to this

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 3



AN, 7 KFEY BN NFRET, LHIE
MEZFE+N\T, ~HULWTE, “TH” X#H
HHRNMEELEEREETE, FEHFERRFHRE.
BN FES TR AL RAFE AL A
£ EHAERERE,

L RAVE R, KA ERXL, BERE;
BANORT EEL. EEAWE, M50 Ee,
A L, REKRMNRE. ARMNELEHNHEL,
REFR—EEURNAAN E9. BHHERREL
BATR AW £ b, SEMHNER LT XL 15155
BN ANE@. T, BUTTERMNAREFHRE.
LR REAE|FIHRNEE, KRR RLET o &
AL RBNZEABEREWE A, T12HAN—FR/EM
ke B BRANTET, HERNE T 248 FH.

BWTr 2 ERMNAR Ew BOBRE, W ARATI
ARNTWAREBRAT M E £ P TiH. AT
CHEEWETAE 2 EA KA T ENIDH. XE
HEFBT=TtE—F, " EFEZNONTHLE
ZHAT, I AERE LT, AREARAEX
NEZERXLL, TNENHERLS X EHNRE,
EXNEFEER, ARE—EFRENENNT. H#E
EXBFEZHE, RERFMSANEFER. £/
FUGE, BERBEAMNMNT. bz e kT, MK
X BT R, A DA B IE .

HEMNEEAEEBR, TFERN "EF KA
Ea A e w A E, FETHNEEN. £X
E=Z+t+LE, BELTRER MK, AT
HWEBENK. BAMEMAT, EMERXFT R X
NFW RS, LA MRERRE KR, BT, MEF
HACTE & R AT T, R (RIHILEFRE,
—W—AE—H=-O., —I——FE—F—ZT0) ,

Hig. At ERIZE, FT 2. Lt =,
—FH—+tE—"FH—T+— 8.

O THFTTA¥FEILG-F2ARMES-5%47

age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind.” The Greek word
translated “transformed” in this verse also appears in 2 Corinthians 3:18...
The word transformed in these verses indicates that in our Christian life we
need a metabolic change. We do not need outward correction and alteration;
rather, we need an inward change in nature and in life.

When we were saved, we were not only justified and our sins forgiven; we
were also regenerated. At regeneration a new life, the divine life, was put into
our spirit. From the time of our regeneration, this life has been transforming
our natural life. As the divine life changes our natural life, it imparts more
and more of the divine life into our being. Therefore, transformation is the
change of our natural life. When this change reaches the point of fullness, the
time of maturity has come... Maturity is not a matter of our being changed;
it is a matter of having the divine life imparted to us again and again until we
have the fullness of life.

To be transformed is to be changed in our natural life, whereas to be
matured is to be filled with the divine life that changes us... Genesis 37
through 45 is a record of the process of Jacob’s maturity. This process began
in 37:1, and it lasted until 45:28... Probably in all his life Jacob never suffered
as much as he did in these nine chapters. They are truly a story of Jacob’s
suffering. In these chapters we have the dealings in the last stage of Jacob’s
life. The sufferings he underwent here deeply touched his personal feelings.
After these chapters, Jacob had no further dealings. Rather, he was fully
matured, he was filled with the divine life, and he had the expression of God
and the dominion of God.

For God’s expression and dominion there is the need of maturity. Only a
mature life can bear God’s image and exercise His dominion. Even in chapter
37 Jacob could not bear God’s image or exercise God’s dominion. Although he
was transformed, he was not yet mature. His partiality toward Joseph proves
that he was not mature... Therefore, God sovereignly placed Jacob under His
hand that he might become mature. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1191-1192,
1184-1185)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 62,92,110-111
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 12:10-11 ...But He [disciplines] for what is profitable that we might
partake of His holiness. Now no discipline at the present time seems to be
a matter of joy, but of grief; but afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have been exercised by it.

Maturity is a matter of the enlargement of capacity. You must allow God to
give you time to suffer beyond measure; then your capacity will be enlarged...
It is important for us to receive God’s arrangement in the circumstances. This
arrangement is the discipline of the Holy Spirit. To escape God’s arrangement
just one time is to lose an opportunity to have our capacity enlarged... A
believer can never be the same after passing through suffering... For this
reason, when believers are passing through suffering, they must pay attention
and they must realize that maturity in life is the sum total of receiving the
discipline of the Holy Spirit. People may see a person who has matured in life,
but they cannot see the accumulated discipline of the Holy Spirit which that
person has received secretly day by day throughout the years. (Watchman
Nee—a Seer of the Divine Revelation in the Present Age, pp. 143-144)

Today’s Reading

In Genesis 27 we see a supplanter...Whoever came in contact with Jacob—
his father, his brother, or his uncle—was the loser. Jacob, on the contrary,
always came out ahead... However, at the time of Rachel’s death, Jacob began
to suffer loss. But even this loss produced a gain, and that gain was Benjamin.
In chapter 37 Jacob underwent another loss, the loss of Joseph. In this
chapter Jacob did not gain anything. From this point onward, Jacob lost one
thing after another. Eventually, in chapter 47, he gained the fullness of life...
When you are filled past the brim with life, this life will overflow into others.
This overflow is the blessing. Therefore, in chapter 27 we see a supplanter;
in chapter 37, a transformed man; and in chapter 47, a mature person.
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Jacob’s transformation began at the time God came in to touch him (32:25),
and it continued until chapter 37, when the process of transformation was
relatively complete. However, in this chapter Jacob did not yet have maturity,
the fullness of life. In order to gain this, he had to experience the dealings in
the last stage, the dealings at Hebron.

At Hebron Jacob constantly lived in fellowship with God... After the loss
of Joseph, Jacob was free from every frustration and was completely open
to the Lord. Undoubtedly, Jacob thought about Joseph day after day. He had
concluded that Joseph had been devoured by an evil beast, but this had not
been confirmed. Hence, Jacob might have thought that perhaps he would see
Joseph again. This pressed Jacob to God and opened him up to God... During
all these years, Jacob was a jar open to the heavens, and the heavenly rain
was continuously falling into him. In this period of time Jacob was daily in
the presence of God, being filled with the divine life.

Our preoccupations frustrate the growth of life... But when Jacob heard
the news about Joseph in Egypt, he had been emptied of every preoccupation.
Nothing was occupying his inner being. Rachel had died, his twelve sons had
gone away, and Jacob had been utterly emptied out. He was so empty that
when the good news came, he was not excited by it. In fact, his heart was
even rather cold (45:26, Heb.). When the news came regarding Joseph, Jacob
had not only been transformed; he was completely filled with the divine life.
He had become mature.

Like Jacob, after we have been changed, God will sovereignly use persons, things,
and events to empty us of everything that has filled us and to take away every
preoccupation so that we may have an increased capacity to be filled with God.

From Jacob’s experience we see that everything that happens to us is
under God’s sovereignty for our transformation and maturity. Nothing is
accidental. God’s eternal purpose can only be accomplished through our
transformation and maturity. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1193-1195, 1199-
1201)

Further Reading: Life Lessons, vol. 4, Isn. 46
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

We all know that the purpose of God’s salvation is to work in us so that
we may have His image (Rom. 8:29)...To be mature is to have the Lord fully
formed in us. It also means that we, those who have been saved, have been fully
transformed into the Lord’s image. Originally, we were men who were merely
natural—not having the life of the Lord, the nature of the Lord, or the image
of the Lord within us. However, through the salvation of the Lord, the Lord has
added Himself into us. Since the time of our regeneration and salvation, the
Lord has been adding Himself into us, causing us to have His life and nature. In
other words, from the time of our salvation, the Lord has been working in us so
that we may have His image. When the Lord has fully worked His image into us
and is fully expressed out from within us, then we will be mature in life. (CWWL,
1955, vol. 3, “The Way for a Christian to Mature in Life,” pp. 295-296)

Today’s Reading

In the Epistles we see that the Galatians undoubtedly believed in the
Lord. Their sins were forgiven, and they had the life of God, yet they lived by
themselves, relying too much on themselves rather than on the life of Christ.
The apostle Paul said to them, “My children, with whom I travail again in
birth...” (Gal. 4:19). Why did he travail again in birth for them?... It was for
Christ to be formed in them.

The unique purpose of God’s salvation is for God to come into us and
mingle Himself with us. God wants to come into us to be our life (Col. 3:4a)
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and to grow in us (2:19b)...The ultimate goal of our salvation is for us, the
saved ones, to be mingled with God that Christ may make His home in our
hearts through faith (Eph. 3:17) as our life and that we may grow up unto
maturity (4:13). The goal of God’s salvation is that the believers gradually
grow and mature in life until, consummately, they are exactly the same as
Christ.

How does God accomplish such a salvation? First, He sent His only
begotten Son to die on the cross for our sins. Then in Christ and as the Spirit (1
Cor. 15:45b), He enters into us to live in us as our life. Christ is not only living
in us (Gal. 2:20) but also growing in us. He intends to grow, to be formed, and
to mature in us (Eph. 4:13). This is God’s saving way...To grow unto maturity
means that Christ lives in us as our life and that He continually grows in us to
the extent that He is formed in us. When Christ is fully formed in us, we will
be mature in His life. (CWWL, 1955, vol. 3, “The Way for a Christian to Mature
in Life,” pp. 143-145)

If we do not grow and mature, we will remain in the childish stage, unable
to comprehend God’s word of righteousness, which is like solid food [cf. Heb.
5:12-14]. Hence, like the Hebrew believers in the early days, we will be unable to
comprehend the revelation of God’s deeper word and thus be unable to participate
in God’s New Testament economy. The wisdom in God’s economy can be spoken
only to the full-grown (1 Cor. 2:6). To enter into God’s New Testament economy,
into God'’s eternal plan, requires that we grow and mature in the life of God.

After our regeneration as believers, although we may no longer be
newborns in the life of God, we still may be babes, easily tossed by waves
and carried about by every wind of teaching, deceived and led in craftiness
with a view to a system of error, being tricked by Satan [cf. Eph. 4:13-14]. We
need to grow and mature in order, on the positive side, to comprehend the
revelation of God and to know His economy and plan, and on the negative
side, to not be deceived or tricked by Satan. (Life Lessons, vol. 4, pp. 69-70)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1955, vol. 2, pp. 485-489, 492
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:13-15 Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but
one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching
forward to the things which are before, I pursue toward the goal for the
prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward. Let us therefore,
as many as are full-grown, have this mind...

The apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 3:12-15 how he pursued growth
and maturity in the life of Christ. In this matter, he was never contented with
himself but always pursued, forgetting the things which were behind and
stretching forward to the things which were before, pressing toward Christ,
who is the goal and the mark. This he did in order to gain Christ that he might
grow and mature in His life. With his own pursuit as the pattern, he exhorted
the believers whom he was leading and caring for to be like him, to pursue
in the life of Christ, and to gain Christ fully in order that they might grow and
mature. Finally, Paul said that as many of us as are (relatively) full-grown
should have this mind and set this as the goal. (Life Lessons, vol. 4, pp. 71-72)

Today’s Reading

The word therefore at the beginning of [Matthew 5:48] indicates that
this word is the conclusion of the law of the new life in the kingdom’s
constitution, which the Lord decreed in the preceding text, verses 17 through
47. In this conclusion, the Lord commands us to be perfect (in life) as our
heavenly Father is perfect. To be perfect in life is to grow and mature in life.
The Lord commands us in this way in the conclusion of the law of the new
life in the kingdom of the heavens because we are children born of our Father
with our Father’s life. This life is able to make us perfect in the life of our
Father, as our Father is perfect. Therefore, this commandment of the Lord is
based upon the divine life of the Father. It is also fulfilled by the divine life of
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the Father. The divine life of the Father is able to make us perfect in life as He
is perfect. This is not only the Lord’s commandment to us but also the Lord’s
expectation concerning us. We should care for the Lord’s heart’s desire, keep
His commandment, and grow and mature by the Father’s life within us, thus
accomplishing the will of the Triune God.

The prerequisite for maturity in the spiritual life is to grow continually in
this life. As soon as a believer is regenerated and becomes a newborn babe
spiritually, he should long for God’s word in the Bible as the guileless milk
that he may grow in his spiritual life [cf. 1 Pet. 2:2].

In the spiritual life, a believer is, on the one hand, a person with the
spiritual life and, on the other hand, like a plant cultivated on God’s farm (1
Cor. 3:5-9). Whether as a person or like a plant, a believer needs to grow that
he may become mature. Therefore, continuing growth is a prerequisite for
becoming full-grown and mature.

We grow in the spiritual life by holding in love to Christ as the truth and
growing up into Christ as the Head in all things [cf. Eph. 4:15]. This kind of
growth, which takes Christ as the truth and which grows into Christ, is a
further prerequisite for our becoming full-grown and mature.

The full-grown man in Ephesians 4:13 refers to the church as the Body of
Christ growing into a mature man. The fullness of Christ indicates the Body
of Christ becoming His expression. In brief, the measure of the stature is just
the stature. This stature is the church as the Body of Christ growing into the
stature of Christ. This is the ultimate and full issue of the believers’ growth
and maturity by the life of Christ in His Body. Our transformation in the life of
Christ makes us like Him in the image of His essence; our maturity in the life
of Christ makes us like Him in the measure of His stature. Thus, on the one
hand, we have His image, and, on the other hand, we have His stature. (Life
Lessons, vol. 4, pp. 70-73)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 2, Isn. 19
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:28-29 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching
every man in all wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in
Christ; for which also I labor, struggling according to His operation which
operates in me in power.

The Greek word rendered “full-grown” [in Colossians 1:28] may also be
translated “mature,” “complete,” or “perfect.” Paul’s ministry was to impart
Christ to others so that they may be perfect and complete by maturing in
Christ unto full growth... We must have the same goal that Paul had.

As we preach the gospel to unbelievers, minister Christ to them, and help
them to receive the Lord, our goal is not merely that they should be saved
from the lake of fire and from God’s condemnation. Our goal is not only
for them to experience God’s forgiveness; it is to minister Christ into them
so that they may eventually be presented full-grown in Christ. If we fail to
impart Christ to others as we preach the gospel, our gospel preaching will
fall short of God'’s standard. Christ must be infused into all those to whom we
speak. Imparting Christ should be our aim in our gospel preaching. (Life-study
of Colossians, p. 129)

Today’s Reading

If we would present others full-grown in Christ, we must minister Christ
to them as the portion of the saints (Col. 1:12). The Christ we minister must
be the all-inclusive One, the centrality and universality of God’s economy
(1:15, 18-19, 27; 2:4, 9, 16-17; 3:4, 11). If we do not experience Christ in a
full way, we shall find it difficult to minister Christ to others. For example,
if we do not experience living by Christ, we cannot help anyone else to live
by Christ. But if in our daily living we live Christ, grow Christ, and produce
Christ, we shall spontaneously infuse Christ into others as we contact them.
The more we take Christ as our life and our person, the more we shall be able
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to minister Christ to others... We need to enjoy Christ as our good land, labor
on Him, live in Him, walk in Him, and have our being in Him. If we are such
persons, we shall transfuse into others the very Christ whom we experience
and by whom we live...We need to minister the riches of Christ into others
so that they may grow and mature. For this we ourselves need to experience
more of Christ as the portion of the saints.

To present every man full-grown in Christ, we need to minister the
unsearchable riches of Christ for the building up of the church to fulfill God’s
eternal purpose (Eph. 3:8-11)... As [ have traveled, I have met many who
lacked the riches of Christ in their daily living, although everyone would
consider them very good brothers and sisters. May the Lord awaken within
us the aspiration to be rich in Christ. We need to pray, “Lord, I don’t want to
be one who seems to be good but who is poor as far as the riches of Christ
are concerned. Lord, for the building up of the church, cause me to be filled
with the riches of Christ.”

We need to minister Christ as the mystery of God, that is, as the
embodiment of God (Col. 2:2, 9). We need to share with others from our
experience how Christ is the embodiment of the Triune God. We need to be
able to testify how we daily experience Christ as the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Because we have Christ, we also have the Father. Because we are in Christ,
we are also in the Spirit. The Spirit who moves within us actually is Christ
Himself. Day by day we should be one spirit with the Lord and experience
His being one with us (1 Cor. 6:17). More and more our experience must
be that in every aspect of our daily living, wherever we may be, we are one
spirit with the Lord. This should not be a doctrine or theory; it must be our
practical Christian living. Concerning my ministry, I often pray like this: “Lord,
give me the grace to be one spirit with You as I speak. Lord, I pray that You
will speak in my speaking. I believe, Lord, that You are one Spirit with me.
But I ask that as I minister the Word, I shall be one spirit with You.” Whatever
impact this ministry has comes from such a oneness with the Lord. (Life-study
of Colossians, pp. 130-132)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 16
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2. God hath us regenerated
In our spirit with His life;
But He must transform us further—
In our soul by His own life.

3. Spreading outward from our spirit
Doth the Lord transform our soul,
By the inward parts renewing,
Till within His full control.

4. By the power of His Spirit
In His pattern He transforms;
From His glory to His glory
To His image He conforms.

5. He transforms, all sanctifying,
Till like Him we are matured,;
He transforms, our soul possessing,
Till His stature is secured.
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Week Three

Making Ourselves Ready for the Lord’s Coming
by Giving Heed to the Prophetic Word
as to a Lamp Shining in a Dark Place
Until the Day Dawns
and the Morning Star Rises in Our Hearts

Hymns: 666

Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 1:19; Psa. 119:105, 130; Rev. 2:28; Mal.
4:2:1 Thes. 5:4-6

§ Day 1

I. It is crucial for believers to give heed to the prophetic
word—2 Pet. 1:19a:

A.Prophecies are matters that God requires us to know, and believers
should give heed to them—1 Pet. 1:10; 2 Pet. 3:2; Luke 1:70.

B.The Lord Jesus charged us to understand the prophecies; this clearly
shows that the believers must pay attention to the prophecies in the
Bible—Matt. 24:15; cf. Dan. 9:24-27.

C. If the church does not pay adequate attention to these prophecies, many
believers will inevitably lose faith, be deceived by lies, be destroyed
because of a lack of that knowledge, and forget the Lord's coming by not
being watchful—Hosea 4:6; 1 Thes. 5:4-6; Matt. 24:42; 1 Pet. 5:8.
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D.If the believers do not have the prophecies in the Bible, they will fall into
darkness—Acts 26:18; John 12:35-36; Eph. 5:8-9:

1.The present age is the nighttime—Rom. 13:12; 1 Thes. 5:4-8.

2.When the Lord Jesus comes, the day will dawn (2 Pet. 1:19c¢), and the
next age, the kingdom age, will be the daytime.

§ Day 2

II. Peter likens the word of prophecy in the Scripture to a lamp
shining in a dark place—v. 19b:

A.This indicates that this age is a dark place in the dark night (Rom. 13:12),

and all the people of this world are moving and acting in darkness (cf.
Acts 26:18).

B.The prophetic word of the Scriptures, as the shining lamp to the
believers, conveys spiritual light that shines in their darkness (not merely
knowledge in letters for their mental apprehension), guiding them into a
bright day, even to pass through the dark night until the day of the Lord's
appearing dawns—2 Pet. 1:19b; 2 Tim. 4:8; 1:12.

C. Before the Lord as the sunlight appears, we need this word as light to
shine over our footsteps—Mal. 4:2; Psa. 119:105, 130.

D.If we give heed to the prophetic word in the Bible, which shines as a lamp
in a dark place, we will have Christ rising in our hearts to shine in the
darkness—2 Pet. 1:19b.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

III. We need to give heed to the lamp shining in a dark place, until

the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts—v. 19c:
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A.The Greek words rendered “dark place” may also be translated “murky
place,” a place that is squalid, dry, and neglected.

B.The day is a metaphor illustrating a time coming that will be full of light,
as a bright day dawning, with the morning star rising, before its dawning,
in the hearts of the believers, who are illuminated and enlightened by
giving heed to the shining word of prophecy in the Scripture:

1.This will cause and encourage the believers to earnestly seek the
Lord's presence and be watchful so that they will not miss the Lord
in the secret part of His coming (parousia), when He will come as a
thief—Matt. 24:27 and footnote 1, vv. 42-43; 2 Thes. 2:8 and footnote 3.

2.This metaphor must allude to the coming age, the day of the kingdom,
as a day that will dawn at the appearing (the coming) of the Lord as
the Sun of righteousness, whose light will shine to break through the
gloom of the dark night of this age—Mal. 4:2.

C.The morning star appears in the darkest hour, prior to dawn—Rev.
22:16b; cf. Num. 24:17; Matt. 2:2, 9-10:

1.This indicates that Christ will appear as the bright morning star in the
darkest time, prior to the end of this age—Rev. 22:16b.

2.The Lord's appearing as the morning star and His appearing as the
Sun of righteousness will not be at the same time—2:28; Mal. 4:2:

a. The morning star appears before dawn, and the appearing of the sun
occurs after the dawning of the day.

b.As the Sun of righteousness after the dawning of the day, Christ will
appear publicly to all the people on the earth—v. 2.

c. As the bright morning star before the dawning of the day, He will
appear privately to the overcomers who are watching, preparing, and
waiting for Him—Rev. 22:16b.

d.He will secretly give Himself as the morning star to those who love Him and
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who watch and wait for Him that they may have the priority to taste the
freshness of His presence at His coming back after a long absence—2:28.

§ Day 5 & Day 6

D.When we give heed to the word of the Scriptures as to a lamp shining in
a dark place, the condition within us will be like the day dawning and the
morning star rising in our hearts—2 Pet. 1:19c:

1.Figuratively, the day dawns refers to the coming age of the kingdom
as a bright day dawning—cf. Matt. 13:43.

2.Concerning the types of Christ, the entire Bible begins with Him as light
and ends with Him as the morning star—Gen. 1:3; Rev. 2:28; 22:16b.

3.The morning star refers to Christ who, in the darkest hour of the
night, prior to the dawning of the kingdom age, will secretly rise in
the hearts of those who love His appearing—v. 16b.

4.1f we continually give heed to the shining word of the Scriptures, we
will have the kingdom as the day dawning in us and Christ as the
morning star rising in our hearts before His actual appearing as the
bright morning star—2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 2:28.

5.Christ as the morning star will be given to the overcomers as
their first reward; we need to make ourselves ready for the secret
appearing of the Lord as the morning star—vv. 28-29.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 13:12 The night is far advanced, and the day has drawn near. Let

us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the weapons
of light.

1 Thes. 5:4-6 But you...are not in darkness that the day should overtake
you like a thief;...you are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not
of the night nor of darkness. So then let us not sleep, as the rest do, but let
us watch and be sober.

Although night is the time for sleep, “the night is far advanced” (Rom.
13:12). So, we should wake up, be watchful, and sleep no more.

The present age is the nighttime. When the Lord Jesus returns, day will
dawn. The next age will be the daytime...We need not only to wake up from
sleep, but also to cast off the works of darkness and put on the weapons of
light (v. 12). This indicates a warfare. (Life-study of Romans, pp. 322-323)

Today’s Reading

Some think that prophecies are not interesting and are difficult to
interpret. Others think that pursuing spiritual gifts, holiness, and the
kingdom is crucial and urgently needed but to know and understand
prophecies is secondary and optional. There are also those who think that
the result of studying prophecies is merely the addition of knowledge and is
not profitable for growth in spiritual life. These are all misconceptions.

Prophecies are matters that God requires man to know, and believers
should give heed to them [2 Pet. 1:19-21]... Peter’s word indicates that the
word of the Old Testament prophets confirms and strengthens his testimony
of Jesus Christ (vv. 16-18) and is an inoculation for the believers against
heresies and apostasy.
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The Lord Jesus also charged us to understand the prophecies (Matt.
24:15)... If the church does not pay adequate attention to these prophecies,
many believers will inevitably lose faith, be deceived by lies, be “destroyed
/ Because of a lack of that knowledge” (Hosea 4:6), and forget the Lord’s
coming by not being watchful.

The Bible is a very accurate book; not even one word is wrong, and not
a single word should be misread or replaced. If a person is careless, he
will miss God’s word... If a person [reading prophecies] is inaccurate, the
accuracy of God is sacrificed... Before the Lord Jesus was born, a number
of the children of Israel were expecting to meet their Messiah because they
came to know, at least partially, the prophecies of the Old Testament, which
spoke of God giving His people a Messiah, the anointed One. However, many
of them did not know that Jesus was actually born in Bethlehem. Thinking
that Jesus, who was called a Nazarene, came from Galilee, they rejected Him
and missed the coming of the Messiah in their time (John 7:40-42; cf. Matt.
2:1-12, 19-23; Luke 2:39; Matt. 3:13). Due to a lack of fineness and accuracy
in understanding the Old Testament prophecies, the chief priests and scribes
missed the first coming of Christ. Today we also may have only a general
understanding of the prophecies and not know them so accurately or finely.
This may cause us to miss the second coming of Christ and suffer loss. Thus,
we must learn to know the prophecies accurately and not be careless.

God’s Word is accurate, but we must never search it with a curious mind.
If we search God’s Word with a curious mind, we will altogether miss its
spiritual worth. The Bible is a spiritual book. If the purpose of achieving
accuracy is the satisfaction of our curiosity, rather than the satisfaction of our
spiritual needs, we are on the wrong track. Studying prophecies is not for the
purpose of satisfying a curiosity about the future; studying prophecies is for
the sake of waiting for the Lord’s return... When we study the prophecies, we
must not be curious; rather, we should touch life, touch the spirit, and touch
the Lord. (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, pp. 6-9)

Further Reading: Life-study of Romans, msg. 27
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:19 And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which
you do well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Psa. 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

130 The opening of Your words gives light, imparting understanding to
the simple.

In Psalm 119:105 the psalmist says a practical word about light... This is
not a matter of doctrine or teaching, but of experience in the daily life of the
psalmist. Step after step in his daily life, the Word was his light.

In ancient times, there were, of course, no street lights. Those who
traveled at night needed a lamp, lantern, or torch to light their way... In a
very practical way, to the psalmist the Word of God was such a lamp casting
light on his pathway.

As the embodiment of God, the unique light, the Word of God is a shining
light. This light is actually God Himself in the Word. Because the Word is
the condensation of the divine light, we enter into an atmosphere of light
whenever we come to the Word... In a lighted room, we do not simply receive
light, but we are in a realm of light. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 697-698, 696)

Today’s Reading

You do not have the sense that you are in light when you read a newspaper
or magazine. But if you read the Word or pray-read some verses of the
Scriptures with a sincere heart and in an attitude of humility, you will be
conscious of having been brought into light. Whenever we come to the Word
in a proper way, we have the conviction that we have come into the light and
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are in a sphere of light. Then spontaneously we receive light, and we become
people who are absolutely in light. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 696)

In his second Epistle Peter is giving the believers a strong testimony as
an inoculation against heresy... Peter seems to be saying, “Don’t listen to
the heretics. Along with John and James, | was an eyewitness of the Lord’s
majesty on the holy mountain. We were with Him when He was transfigured,
and we heard the voice declaring, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I
delight” What we have told you is not a legend, myth, or superstitious
tale. We testified of what we have seen and heard. We saw the Lord Jesus
transfigured, and we know that as He was glorified in His transfiguration, so
He will come again in glory. You need to receive our word and believe it.”

In 1:19-21 Peter goes on to use the prophetic word found in the Old
Testament to confirm their testimony. Both the apostles’ witness and the
prophetic word in the Scriptures are the shining of the truth. This shining is part
of the divine provision, the provision God has made by His power so that His
elect children may be able to stay away from heresy and apostasy. In verse 19...
and indicates that in addition to the truth of the Lord’s transfiguration covered
in the preceding verses as the inoculation against superstitious myths, the truth
of the prophetic word is used for a more sure confirmation. After speaking of
his personal experience of the Lord’s glory in His transfiguration, Peter goes on
to use the word of the prophets to confirm his testimony and strengthen it.

Peter indicates that the believers do well to give heed to the prophetic
word. This means that they were studying the Old Testament prophecies and
giving heed to them.

Peter likens the word of prophecy in the Scripture to a lamp shining in
a dark place. This indicates that this age is a dark place in the dark night
(Rom. 13:12) and that all the people of this world are moving and acting
in darkness. It also indicates that the prophetic word of the Scripture, as
the shining lamp to the believers, conveys spiritual light to shine in their
darkness (not merely knowledge in letters for mental apprehension) and
guides them to enter into a bright day, even to pass through the dark night
until the day of the Lord’s appearing dawns. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 69-70)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 8
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:19 And we have the prophetic word made more firm, to which
you do well to give heed as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

2 Tim. 4:8 ...There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and
not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.

The Greek words rendered “dark place” [in 2 Peter 1:19] may also be
translated “murky place,” a place that is squalid, dry, and neglected. This is a
metaphor; illustrating the darkness in the apostasy.

Peter says that we do well to give heed to the prophetic word until the
day dawns and the morning star arises in our hearts. This also is a metaphor,
illustrating a time coming that will be full of light, as a bright day dawning,
with the morning star, before dawn, rising in the hearts of the believers, who
are illuminated and enlightened by giving heed to the shining word of the
prophecy of Scripture. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 70-71)

Today’s Reading

In the time of apostasy the believers do well to give heed in this matter
so that the prophetic word, as a lamp, may shine through the darkness of
apostasy until such a day dawns upon them. This will cause and encourage
them to seek earnestly the Lord’s presence and be watchful that they not
miss the Lord in the secret part of His parousia, when He comes as a thief
(Matt. 24:27; 2 Thes. 2:8). Hence, this metaphor should allude to the coming
age, the age of the kingdom, as a day that will dawn at the appearing (the
coming) of the Lord (2 Pet. 1:16) as the Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2),
whose light will shine to break through the gloom of the dark night of this
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age. Preceding this, the Lord will appear as the morning star (Rev. 2:28;
22:16) in the darkest hour of the night to those who are watchful and looking
for His dear appearing (2 Tim. 4:8).

It is correct to say that the dawning of the day in 2 Peter 1:19 refers to
the time of the Lord’s coming back. On that day, the Lord will shine as the
Sun of righteousness. The time that is very close to the Lord’s appearing
may be likened to early morning, at which time the Lord Jesus will be the
morning star to His watchful believers. Although all of this is true, Peter is
saying something even more. Actually, in 1:19 Peter covers two matters at
the same time. He is saying that the entire world is a dark place and that this
present age is a dark night. If we did not have the prophecies of the Bible, we
also would be in darkness, for we would not have a lamp. But the prophetic
word is our lamp shining in the darkness. As we give heed to this prophetic
word, we receive the shining of the light. Eventually, this light will shine
until a spiritual day dawns within us, and a morning star rises in our hearts.
Therefore, Peter first is speaking of a spiritual day, a day that dawns within
us. He also speaks of a future day, the day of the Lord’s coming back.

Our experience confirms the fact that in 1:19 Peter is speaking both of a
spiritual day and the day of the Lord’s coming. Many times we were in darkness
and came to the prophecies in the Bible. As we studied the prophecies, a lamp
began to shine within us. Spontaneously we had the sense that no longer
were we in the night but in the day, for a spiritual day had dawned within us.
We have not only the shining of a lamp, but also the dawning of a day. How
pleasant it is for the morning star to rise up in our hearts! Although there may
be darkness all around us, within us there is a morning star.

The dawning day in 1:19 also refers to a future day when the Lord Jesus
will come back as the Sun of righteousness. Before His visible coming, He will
be the morning star to those who watch for Him. Therefore, Peter’s word in
1:19 applies both to our spiritual situation and to the Lord’s coming. (Life-
study of 2 Peter, pp. 71-72)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The Prophecy of the Four ‘Sevens’
in the Bible,” ch. 6
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 2:28 And to him I will give the morning star.

Matt. 24:42-43 Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord comes...If the householder had known in which watch the thief was
coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to
be broken into.

If we give heed to the prophecies of the Bible, we will experience a lamp
shining within us, enjoy the morning star rising in our hearts, and have a
spiritual day dawning within us. We may remain in this condition until the
actual time comes when the Lord Jesus appears as the morning star and
there is the dawning of day with Him as the Sun of righteousness.

Although great changes have taken place in the world during the past
fifty years, I have not been surprised, because of the light from the prophetic
word in the Bible. I can also testify that, according to Peter’s word, I enjoy
the morning star and the inward dawning of a spiritual day. (Life-study of 2
Peter, p. 72)

Today’s Reading

First we have the shining of the prophetic word, and then this shining
becomes a day dawning within us. Outwardly, we live in an age of darkness,
but inwardly, we are full of light. We may continue to enjoy the morning star
and the dawning of a spiritual day until the time the Lord appears as the
morning star to the watchful ones and dawns as the Sun of righteousness.

In [2 Peter 1:19] Peter seems to be saying, “Brothers, as Jewish
believers you have much knowledge of the prophecies in the Old
Testament, and you have heard our testimony concerning the Lord’s
coming. Now some heretics are trying to tell you that this is a superstition,
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that it is a tale, myth, or legend. Don’t listen to them, and don’t accept
heretical teachings. You have our testimony, and you have the prophetic
word shining within you. This prophetic word should shine within you
until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.” (Life-study
of 2 Peter, p. 73)

Revelation 2:28 tells us that Christ will give the morning star to the
overcomers... Concerning the types of Christ, the entire Bible begins with
Him as the light (Gen. 1:3) and ends with Him as the morning star, a luminary.
The morning star appears in the darkest hour, after midnight and prior to the
dawn. This indicates that Christ will appear as the bright morning star in the
darkest time, prior to the close of this age.

His appearing as the morning star (Rev. 2:28) and His appearing as the
Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2) will not be at the same time. The former
occurs before dawn, and the latter occurs after the dawning of the day. As the
Sun of righteousness after the dawning of the day, He will appear publicly to
all the people on the earth. As the bright morning star before the dawning
of the day, He will appear privately to the overcomers who are watching,
preparing, and waiting for Him. While people are sleeping soundly in the
night, He will secretly give Himself as the morning star to those who love
Him and who watch and wait for Him (Rev. 2:28), that they may have the
priority to taste the freshness of His presence at His coming back after a long
absence. This will encourage them to earnestly seek the Lord’s presence and
be watchful so that they will be able to stand before Him in the secret part of
His coming, when He will come as a thief (Luke 21:36; Matt. 24:43). Christ
as the morning star will be given to the overcomers as their first reward, the
earliest prize (Rev. 2:26-29). We must make ourselves ready for the secret
appearing of the Lord as the morning star.

At the darkest time, within the overcomers there is a star shining. The
overcomers will have and enjoy the particular light, Christ as the morning
star. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4190-4191)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, Isn. 1

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 8



SR

\VY/
=7 \I]Ru

K2 “PAEARKRKAZ EGERE? POk
69 Z B aHE, RMALT, #LATkFFf, 7

J& =16 “RINER £ E RAVMEE, AXRB AW
EBFGMRAIERIE, K2 K694, X2y
%, BRAATHREZE., 7

—MERFAGWMTOA, SAEMHEETH X
o wUEZF - MR EWA, GRS TRY,
BT —MILT, SHRLYE LB RELFWE

HR X, RE“ L Msat, %ia%”olk %
&I ETE BRZBAWMEFEH . UIERE R THAK

E%%ﬁnzF,%%i%,M%%Xwéwﬁﬁ,
FEWHERE, FETHR (F1H21 ~24) , {2
UEBNLREE, LXWE, BAME “AEXEZ”
A (B 23, +11.19) . FHA8H 5 H &%
BETERNRZ, AAMEZENEZNIIE, CFAER
FTRIBINA T (L9=—20) ., “HIfnAEEFHIEH
HEMAA; HSEM(IFRANYS., 7 (F_X
14) (EEREOZE—, \NEZHLT)

[EREE

&M€$%%%ﬁ,ﬁ%§%[ﬁ5”wlo@
s %Eﬁ'\%%z‘ﬁé XEFEE, B LAKANE
2 B A BRATE ¥ & & Wi, &M%ﬁ%a,&m
M RE, BEB KL R, REERININCEHH,

WE—F+¥e “E”, FXF LLEIEIE W
“BF . XERGEE—M, BRERRE T RN,

O HF+TTA¥FEIGS-FEIARMES-5F9 1

WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 2:2 ...Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we
saw His star at its rising and have come to worship Him.

Rev. 22:16 I Jesus have sent My angel to testify to you these things
for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the bright
morning star.

A person who pursues an understanding of prophecies must have an
intimate relationship with God... Enoch was the first person to prophesy, that
is, to predict. When he was sixty-five years old, he had a son whom he named
Methuselah (Gen. 5:21). This name has a prophetic significance; it means “when
he is dead, it will be sent.” Hence, this name was a prophecy of the coming
judgment by the flood. After Enoch received the prophecy regarding the flood,
he rose up and left that ungodly age. Moreover, he was taken by God and
did not see death (vv. 22-24)... Daniel saw visions and recorded prophecies,
because he was a “man of preciousness” to God (Dan. 10:11, 19; 9:23). The
apostle John wrote the visions in the book of Revelation, because he was the
disciple whom the Lord loved, and he had the experience of reclining on the
Lord’s breast (John 21:20). These examples prove that “the intimate counsel of
Jehovah is to those who fear Him, / And His covenant will He make known to
them” (Psa. 25:14). (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, p. 11)

Today’s Reading

We have the prophetic word, the Bible [2 Pet. 1:19]. However, the prophetic
word is not the star; the Bible is not the star. Then what should we do?... Since
we have the prophetic word, we need to give heed to it, we need to pay full
attention to it, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts.

The word used for star here can be translated into English as
“phosphorous.” This star is something as phosphorous, bringing light in

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 9



EEFZNARZERET; TEZEHNT A KA
RMEREZWIE, BB LRS- AEAERK
MELHIA—FREZEEENRE

WRKNREZER, TIEHN, XELER
TAENEE ., XL RS E A&
By BHARWIEXRAEL A ENE. KAIKELE
EEFEEEESITT. RINXAEEF S HWIE, E
FRAHE MM ABAERMNETEIN, A EEE, I
BHH, wWRERE TR T,

BNFERZEE—MHF;, FERE, EFIR
EEHRNMCEHIAZ S —F, AXEMPE
=, EA A ANEERNREXRE S —HF,
AMFEREARIEZELRNN. S REMNIF
By, NDERLEEZIRNER, ¥RAKENE,
HEFXFAARAWHAFRRERINTCE. KBERNR®
HE, RNl AEAN—HME. BTREERERTHE
BFeymamil, ME2ABEETRT ENE.

AR HERAIERIZERkiE, R —TLHK. #F
B AT A RATAS, ERFZHWIE, FR
WEEmBERT, 2T, X7, #HRET. 4%
IHZEEXIEETHEE, ERARRT AL, Bx,
DOFR R P A EHRERAY . AR AR MR AT F
Z. BAl2w, “*k, EHER, REZIR, K L&EA
HERIMEL LT E! 7 L5 EHTRARE,
RNEZZ FHSRIBER M. A5 2 AR IE 2
A1, wmE XKL=, EAREERINCELA, -
FLERBELYREZFIEIEANNE, FARERETH
W, FHERE T —F. R, TEZY! FEthiFE
», DEAREER, EXRGEE@mAELERAERR,
EEH, mHERE (TEZXXE—ILEOFE—H,
EARE=ZNNTD

7/;{@‘:%: %ﬁg/ﬂ/é%}, ggmg/—‘]——"/%o

O T HFt+"A¥FEIIG-E3IRARMES -5F 1011

the darkness... The Bible should not simply be words in black and white; it
should not be dead letters. We should give heed to the words of the Bible until
something as phosphorous rises within us—that is, Christ as the morning star.

If we deal with the Word livingly and properly, it surely will turn into
the living Christ. This is the turning point—the Word needs to be turned
into Christ; the written word needs to be turned into the living word. We
can never separate Christ from the living word. We should give heed to the
prophetic word until it rises within us as Christ, as the phosphorous, as the
day breaking through the darkness.

To have the Bible in our hands is one thing; to give heed to the word until
the morning star rises in our heart is another. To have the knowledge of the
Bible is one thing, but to have a shining star rising in our spirit is another.
To take the way of studying the Bible in a seminary means nothing. What we
need today is to take the Word into us, to give heed to the living word until
something within rises and shines in our heart. Then we will have the star,
and then we will be a star. This is not merely the knowledge about Christ but
Christ Himself as the living star.

Sometimes we may take the Bible, read it, and feel that we receive
nothing. Other times, however, when we open our heart and give heed to
this prophetic word, something within is shining, rising, dawning, breaking
through. While we are pray-reading the verses of the Bible, there is a sense
deep within of enlightening, of shining, and this shining creates a love toward
the Lord Jesus. We feel that He is so lovable. We could say, “O Lord Jesus, I
love You; I do not have words to express how lovely You are!” Many times by
this shining we are beside ourselves with love to the Lord Jesus. That is Jesus
coming to us as the dawning day, as the morning star rising in our hearts...
Many times when [ was with this holy Word, something has risen within me
like the daybreak. Oh, it is wonderful! The situation may not be bright, the
surroundings may be full of darkness, but something within is enlightening,
shining, filling with glory. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, “New Testament Service,” pp.
287-289)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 411
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 2:9-10 And after they heard the king, they went their way, and
behold, the star which they saw at its rising led them until it came and
stood over the place where the child was. And when they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

We love the Word, but not in the way of dead letters. We love the Word by
giving heed to it until something within is dawning and rising in our heart—
not the knowledge, not the written code, but the breaking through of day, the
rising of the shining star.

In the days of the magi, the seeing of the star was a miraculous occurrence,
but today to see the morning star is only normal and should be our regular
experience. Day by day we need to have the morning star rising in our heart.
We should not merely read the Bible...; we need to give heed to the prophetic
word until the day dawns and the morning star rises in our heart.

Today, therefore, the star comes from the living word... In 2 Peter 1:19
we have the word and the morning star together. First, we have the word;
second, by giving heed to the prophetic word, we have the morning star
rising in our heart. If we will simply go along continually with this inner,
rising star, we will consistently be in the Spirit. This is the New Testament
service. (CWWL, 1970, vol. 1, “New Testament Service,” pp. 288-289)

Today’s Reading

[In 2 Peter 1:19] three sources of light are mentioned—the lamp shining
in a dark place, the dawning day, and the rising morning star.

As the shining lamp to the believers, the words of the Bible convey
spiritual light that shines... In many seminaries those who read and study the
Bible are still in darkness. They have no light, no shining, and no illuminating
from the Word. Today, however, we must testify that in the church life,
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whenever we open the Bible, we are enlightened. Every page illuminates,
every line enlightens, and even every word shines over us. Through such a
shining, we are thoroughly exposed.

In the past we all lived a life that was contrary to the model that the Lord
Jesus left us. We were in darkness, and no one was able to convince us that
we were wrong. The more people tried to convince us, the more we declared
that we were right, and the more we vindicated ourselves. However, one day
we attended a meeting of the church, and in just a short time after the start of
the meeting, we were exposed. We were illumined by the divine light shining
on us, and we realized that we were wrong.

In the church life there is nothing outwardly attractive. What attracted us
and still attracts us is the shining of light. The divine light is always shining
in the saints. As a result, there is not much need for correction, adjustment,
convincing, or condemning. The inward shining through the word of God
takes care of all the different problems and needs.

Whenever we receive a word from the Bible, this word shines in us, the
shining exposes us, and the exposing subdues us. Others may be unable to
subdue us, but the word of the Bible is able. We have something wonderful
that shines within us and subdues us all the time. Sometimes we may want
to argue with our spouse, but immediately the wonderful shining restricts
us. This is the living word becoming the shining light in our experience. The
word of God in the Bible, as a lamp shining in a dark place, conveys spiritual
light that shines to enlighten the believers. This lamp becomes the morning
star rising within the believers, which eventually brings in the dawning day,
the age of the kingdom as a day that will dawn at the coming of the Lord
Jesus as the Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2). The shining light progresses
from a lamp to the dawning day. The more we are under the light, the more
the xeroxing process takes place. Under the shining of the divine light the
original model, the human life of the Lord Jesus as recorded in the four
Gospels, is fully revealed. (CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, pp. 291-292)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, pp. 289-295
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Watch, for the night is ending

Encouragement — For Watching
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1. Watch, for the night is end - ing! Watch, and theworld not seek;
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Watch, for the day is dawn - ing! Watch, sink not in sleep.
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Watch, for the Lord is wait - ing! Watch, be nev - er slack.

2. Watch, and arise in service!

Watch, though the day be drear;

Watch, and go forth to labor!
Watch, the end is near.

Watch and put on thy armor!
Watch with thy spirit strong;

Watch to resist the devil!
Watch, Christ comes ere long.

3. Watch for the Savior’s coming!

Watch for the Morning Star;

Watch and pursue the Kingdom!
Watch with many a scar.

Watch, and be ever watchful!
Watch, till the night is done;

Watch till the dawn of glory!
Watch till the Lord shall come.
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16 & AE A7 UK AR 69 A A 1, Making Ourselves Ready for the Lord’s Coming
A A& E G RER A CWMEAT by Being a Faithful and Prudent Slave
#ak: 755 Hymns: 956
B%: K= 45 ~ 51 Scripture Reading: Matt. 24:45-51
(A—-B_] § Day 1 & Day 2
F YK, EABE AN, A E 1 “Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the
NPTk, ERAHEN, HEPRLH-AN? master has set over his household to give them food at the
FARD, ALK, IRANLA 43 proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master, when
To ZFEAEFMRN, TARZRMEE— he comes, will find so doing. Truly I say to you that he will
WA EL” —K =79 45 ~ 47: set him over all his possessions”—Matt. 24:45-47:

— A EEME NGRS, RN “RE” %%, #8  AGod's economy in faith is His “household” economy, His household
REATE, FAERE DR G T oW B R AT administration, which is to dispense Himself in Christ into His chosen
AZd@, BHFE-NELEIRAT, XXHAD people that He may have a house to express Himself, which house is the

L, AR FHR—RIT—4, =15, $H=19, church, the Body of Christ—1 Tim. 1:4; 3:15; Eph. 2:19.

ZEREXHAGBANS R EPHE R, THEK  B.The faithful and prudent slave is a steward in God's house, a household
FERN, FEB LE “Rih” 2GRty Ek— administrator, dispensing Christ as “food” to His believers—1 Cor. 9:17;
AATA17, H=2, HaTW@ 1, KAaTw 10: Eph. 3:2; 1 Cor. 4:1; 1 Pet. 4:10:

| EERRET (FREIM 2> £25)  EHEERE 1.Faithfulness is shown toward the Lord (1 Cor. 4:2; 7:25), whereas prudence
T (2E—28 A F—10> FEUS) - is exercised toward the believers (cf. Col. 1:28; 2 Chron. 1:10; Phil. 4:5).

2 WFEENTUN FHREERZERSHE » B 2.In the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens, the Lord will set
EE—UNZ  (ENFEIG—RK_H 21 ~23 - the faithful slave over all His possessions; this will be a reward to His
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slave—Matt. 25:21, 23.

C. Give them food refers to ministering the word of God and Christ as the

life supply to the believers in the church; Christ as the life-giving Spirit
is our food, embodied and realized in the word of life—24:45; John 6:57,
63, 68:

1.In order to enjoy the Lord as our spiritual food so that we can
feed others, we need to receive His word by means of all prayer
and by musing on His word, speaking His word aloud with much
reconsideration—Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15 (see footnote), 48, 148;
Josh. 1:8; Lev. 11:2-3; Ezek. 3:1-4; Col. 3:16.

2.We need to continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the
word—Acts 6:4; cf. Heb. 7:25; 8:2.

3.We need to prophesy to build up the church—speaking what we
see with the living words of this life under the instant and fresh
inspiration, anointing, and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit through
the exercise of our spirit—1 Cor. 14:4b; Acts 5:20; 4:20; 22:15.

4.We need to pray ourselves into God to receive the life-giving Spirit as
our supply, our spiritual food, to feed ourselves and those under our
care—Luke 11:1-13.

5.We need to be life-giving “askers,” channels of the life-giving Spirit
who can give life to others—1 John 5:16.

§ Day 3

6.We need to be “sons of fresh oil,” those who are continually being filled
with the fresh, present, and consummated Spirit as the oil of gladness,
to flow out the Spirit into the lampstand for its shining testimony, the
testimony of Jesus—Zech. 4:6, 12-14; Phil. 1:25; Rev. 3:18; Matt. 25:9:

a.Day by day we need to pay the price to gain more of God as the
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EMEEFENEH  FERIIERO AT & golden oil in His divine nature so that we can become a pure golden

NEREEHI RS —E—4 B= 18> — lampstand for the building of the golden New Jerusalem—2 Pet. 1:4;
200 Z— 18 KZFHZ~0- Rev. 3:18; 1:20; 21:18; Matt. 25:8-9.

b B TREXEN AR S KL BUE MW TR =R b.As we apply this matter to our experience today, we see that the Spirit
RIS g ES  JIEE o B TR it who flows out of us is God, and God is gold; thus, when we minister
REEERIN > FHHE DA TR - SEfr_BHEE AR RN Christ to others, supplying them with oil, we are actually supplying
AT IO TR SR REIM AT E E—L 12 ~ them with God; God is flowing out from us into them—Zech. 4:12-14;
14> 2738 ~39 fRE=3~6~8" &1 34- John 7:38-39; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6, 8; Luke 10:34.

(A0 - @A) § Day 4 & Day 5

AN CERIEANS Z, KA EALKFR, I “Butif that evil slave says in his heart, My master delays, and begins
) F AT IR et B VR AP0y, X Ao B B to beat his fellow slaves and eats and drinks with the drunken, the
WA—F s, ERREGE T, Tk master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him

Mt R, AN AR R, fEAE B, and at an hour which he does not know, and will cut him asunder
RMFfBE A EHAR TR, A EL and appoint his portion with the hypocrites. In that place there will
ZRRMET” —RK = 48 ~ 51 be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth”—Matt. 24:48-51:

— &M EH, KRMNYWEZALKRFR, XTAZM  ATo say in our heart that our Master delays is to love the present evil age
AR EBEHHEX, TEEHIN—REM 8 10: and not to love the Lord's appearing—2 Tim. 4:8, 10:

1 “Kilg" WYFESGE parousia » EREPEL  BEE “H 1.The Greek word for coming is parousia, which means “presence”; to
£ BATER NV ETEER  siEEHeRIEAA - love the Lord's appearing, His coming, we must love His appearing,
PN EF SR EI » B S R EE—K His presence, today—Matt. 24:3, 37; Acts 26:16; 2 Cor. 2:10; Hymns,
ZP3 37 TN L6 ME 10 0 I CLOE ¢ #389.

2 HEBANTES K » BN EE EAEAT I - FiEi 2.As long as we have today, we should love the Lord and His appearing,
AR - DL R IRTE N E S ~ SRR —2 /5 awaiting His coming and taking His coming as a warning, an
e fE=20 E=" 12 encouragement, and an incentive—2 Tim. 4:8; Phil. 3:20; Rev. 22:12.

3HEFHERE  RIMBEMBEATE&TF K4 3.We need to watch and be ready for His coming—Matt. 25:13; 24:44;
13> 2044 BT Rev. 19:7.

4 ATEZRIG 2 A NVBECHEM » hENHE 4.We need to beware of covetousness, not storing up treasure for ourselves

" O =FEIEIEHAES = 4 ANE—F3 7 2023 International Chinese-speaking Blending Conference - Week 4 Outline - Outline - Page 3



B+ =16 ~20 S5/ 10 =8 -

S BMFEZEEEDEBNET  ANERFFHFE IHELR
B H A S KAt T —RE 28 ~ 32 »

6 FoA 15 B MEE T oK o O F RilgHYHR H A 240[E]
N Z ZARIGERN A T———34 ~ 36> K3

7T C“FHERERI > FEMRCE | — X ER® A B
ZNHEE ~ MR s I ENHBE—BE 200 %
~12~13

ZHFATR LA RN BN, 7R EFEXR
ME 8912 — 5L 4

1 TR ZEEH -~ EFRERANTEERERE - HEIR
ZEHHAT] - OFRLS o AT > R AR R
BT A T—RE—B& 7N 37 0 95Ig 31 ~ 32

2 BAIA ZESHOERATNE N JTEEMA LT
AT —HRET/S 10 ~ 11 BE—3~29 ¢

3 AT ZEFBEEERIEFNERE (e
AE) o JIEESUMEEMAT > DAMEN G4 a 2
THEERABEFMA] A A3 RZ+25~
N sRFE8-

[E7<]

Z BB A—RE, HTREEEEEEY
PagEA A

| REEHEHZMEBERZ50H A > MR ZERA
EBEEEN— XARZNHEEESAMEE ZH
A IHAIEE b > Wiz N A ] SR B85 A
E—HREN 140 MR 33 > SE+=20 -

2 BA1 7 kit 5 A NBURLAR » [EIARE LK 1Y

O =FEHFREERIANTESE 4 BANE—2FE 431

but being rich toward God—Luke 12:16-20; 2 Cor. 6:10; Eph. 3:8.

5.We need to remember Lot's wife, not loving and treasuring the evil
world that God is going to judge and utterly destroy—Luke 17:28-32.

6.We need to be watchful and beseeching so that the day of the Lord's coming
would not come upon us suddenly as a snare—21:34-36; cf. Matt. 2:3.

7.“Come, Lord Jesus!”—this should be the longing, cry, and constant
prayer of those who love the Lord and His appearing—Rev. 22:20;
Titus 2:12-13.

B.To beat our fellow slaves is to mistreat fellow believers—cf. Acts 9:4:

1.We should not judge and condemn our fellow believers but be kind
to them, tenderhearted, forgiving them even as God in Christ forgave
us—Luke 6:37; Eph. 4:31-32.

2.We should not revile or criticize our brothers but consider them more
excellent than ourselves—1 Cor. 6:10-11; Phil. 2:3, 29.

3.We should not lord it over our fellow believers (such as making
decisions for them) but serve them as a slave to feed them with the
resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit—1 Pet. 5:3; Matt. 20:25-28;
cf. Num. 17:8.

§ Day 6
C.To eat and drink with the drunken is to keep company with worldly
people, who are drunk with worldly things:

1.Because of their divine nature and holy standing, the believers should
not be yoked together with the unbelievers; this should be applied to
all intimate relationships between believers and unbelievers, not only
to marriage and business—2 Cor. 6:14; 1 Cor. 15:33; cf. Prov. 13:20.

2.We need to flee youthful lusts and pursue the all-inclusive Christ with
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those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart—2 Tim. 2:22.

D.The faithful and prudent slave will be rewarded with the authority to rule
in the manifestation of the kingdom, whereas the evil slave will be cut
off from the glorious Christ, from the glory of His kingdom, and from His
glorious presence in His kingdom—Matt. 24:47, 51:

1.To be cut off from the manifestation of the kingdom is to be cast into
the outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth:

a. The outer darkness is the darkness outside the bright glory in the
manifestation of the kingdom—16:28; 25:30.

b.Weeping indicates regret, and gnashing of teeth indicates self blame.

2.To reign with Christ over the nations in the millennial kingdom will be
a prize to His faithful and prudent slaves—Rev. 2:26; Luke 19:17-19.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:45-47 Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the
master has set over his household to give them food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Truly | say to you that he will set him over all his possessions.

Matthew 24:45 through 51 are concerned with faithfulness and
prudence... Faithfulness is toward the Lord, whereas prudence is toward
the believers. Watchfulness is for rapture into the Lord’s presence, but
faithfulness is for reigning in the kingdom (v. 47). The household spoken of
in verse 45 refers to the believers (Eph. 2:19), who are the church (1 Tim.
3:15). To give them food is to minister the Word of God with Christ as the life
supply to the believers in the church. We all must learn how to minister the
life supply to the household of the Lord at the appointed time.

To be blessed [in Matthew 24:46-47] is to be rewarded with ruling
authority in the manifestation of the kingdom. The faithful slave of the Lord
will be set over all His possessions as a reward in the manifestation of the
kingdom of the heavens. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 741-742)

Today’s Reading

At the proper time we have to minister food, the life supply, to the Lord’s
people. Do not say that others have a gift of teaching to teach you the Word
of God and minister spiritual food to you but that you do not have such a gift.
There is not such a thought here. All of the Lord’s servants received the gift
for their commission.

Some... may say that in all of Christianity they only saw the practice of
good preachers speaking to a crowd. They never saw a meeting with so many
standing up to speak... One after another stands up like popcorn popping,
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[which] is altogether what we expect to have...This is the Bible’s teaching (1
Cor. 14:24, 26, 29-32). We all have to learn to function. This is the reason that
even in a ministry meeting, I always like to leave half an hour for you to “pop
up.” Do not just be stuck to your chair...You have to jump up to say something.
For you to speak is to minister food to the Lord’s household at the proper time.

Whoever serves food knows the proper time. If you are serving food
every day, you have to make breakfast, lunch, and dinner...The proper time
in the morning is breakfast. Also, good wives prepare the best sandwiches
for their husbands to bring to the office for lunch at the proper time and
are accustomed to preparing a big dinner for their family. In like manner,
whenever we meet together, this is one of the proper times, the appointed
times, for you to minister the proper food to the Lord’s folks. Suppose,
however, that [ was sloppy, not reading the Word. If I did not labor adequately
in the Word and came to speak to you, [ would just be ministering to you “a
cup of coffee and some doughnuts.” To cook a nourishing, good breakfast
requires your diligence... Faithful... equals diligent, and slothful equals lazy.
We must be diligent in seeking the Word so that we could prepare to serve
good food when we come to the meeting. The eating time is the proper
time, and the meeting time is the proper time. We have the proper time on
the Lord’s Day morning, on the Lord’s Day evening, Tuesday evening, and
Friday evening. The meeting times are the proper times when we all have to
minister some portion of the life supply to our folks, to our fellow believers.

To the sinners the proper food that we minister is the gospel of Christ.
The nurses in the hospitals know that they must serve the patients with
different meals. Different food is ministered to different patients to meet
their specific needs. It is the same with us. The entire earth is a hospital, full
of sickness and full of all kinds of sick people. The church in a good sense is
also a hospital, full of sick people. Therefore, we have to minister different
words to them at the proper time. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice
the Lord’s Present Move,” pp. 515-517)

Further Reading: Life-study of Matthew, msg. 63; CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 4,
“The All-inclusive Christ,” ch. 6
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he
shall ask and he will give life to him, to those sinning not unto death...

Phil. 1:25 ...1 will remain and continue with you all for your progress and
joy of the faith.

The believers, the churches, and even the more all the sinners are around
you. It is your duty, your obligation, to minister food to them. If they are
sinners, you have to minister the gospel of grace to them as the food they
need. If they are believers sick of something, then you need to minister some
word from the Bible that suits their condition, either to nourish them, to heal
them, to strengthen them, or to wake them up. To do this is to be a faithful
and prudent slave, ministering the proper food to the Lord’s possessions,
which are all kinds of persons, at the proper time. When you enter into
your office, you must realize that this is one of the proper times to minister
the proper food of the gospel to the unbelieving ones. When you go to
school, even if you are not going there to teach but to attend classes, all the
classmates around you are the Lord’s possessions delivered to you that you
may take the opportunity, the proper time, to minister the gospel to them.

Every day is a proper time for us to minister the proper food to anyone...
We all have to rise up and wake up to be diligent, to be faithful, to be prudent
and not foolish, to minister the proper food to the needy ones at the proper
time. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,’
pp. 517-518)

Today’s Reading

In Philippians 1:24... the apostle’s consideration was not selfish, but was
for the sake of the saints. He was absolutely occupied by the Lord with the
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church. Paul realized that the churches needed more of the ministry of Christ.

Paul was a person full of Christ. When he spoke, he spoke Christ. When
he lived, he lived with Christ. When he worked, he worked with Christ and
ministered Christ to the churches. For the sake of the church, he was willing
to remain in the flesh that he might minister Christ to the saints.

The faith [in verse 25] refers to what the saints believe in (Jude 3; 2 Tim.
4:7); progress, to the growth in life; and joy, to the enjoyment of Christ.
Whether Paul was in prison or out of prison, he was a strong factor of the
saints’ progress and joy. Because of him the churches could have the growth
in life and could be filled with the enjoyment of Christ. This should also be
true of us today. In the Body life there is the urgent need of certain ones
to function as channels of supply. We need members like Paul. When such
members die, the transfusion of Christ is in a very real sense interrupted. But
as long as such ones are with us, the transfusion continues unabated, and we
can boast in them in Christ. The leading ones in all the local churches should
be such channels, such means of supply.

Our living should matter greatly to the saints. But whether or not this is
so depends on the degree to which we live Christ, minister Christ, and infuse
others with Christ. I am sorry to say that, with respect to infusing Christ
into the church, there are certain leading ones about whom it makes little
difference whether they live or die. But with others their continuing with us
or their being taken from us in death makes a great difference. I think of the
example of a brother very dear to us, [who] surely was a means of supply to
the Body... It made a difference to us whether this brother remained or went
to be with the Lord. The same should be true of every one of us. It should
matter to the church whether we live or die. But this depends on our living
Christ, magnifying Christ, ministering Christ, and transfusing Christ from the
depths of our being into that of the saints. If we experience Christ and enjoy
Him in this way, it will make a difference to the church whether we remain or
go to be with the Lord. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 60-61, 63-64)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 7; Life-study of Leviticus,
msg. 36; Life-study of Luke, msg. 27

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 4



vy 12 “--
AYMALAL R AT 4

14 “He33t,
gFiL, 7

WG =6 “ (AP ) 48 KAV KARAEIT 4R E,
ERRELRRETF, HRAETR, BAINF
GARN, RIFHAE, 7

(M AT WHE=FH) HEMMEA, KL
MAZBNH LG K Z Ea; ]2 A ma L
F, A EN I TH, YEHBWER (3~6,
12~14) « XFN AL TFLIERERKT = 53+
BB A WAEA, MATZE A A KAEREMHILIEA, H
EMEMHTR—UBIAMELEEENGER (B+—
3~12, +Z217) o X HA (WIiEA) , EFMLU
FIT, %Ekk%%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%uéﬂA%

E%A

9‘ A ? b2

W, XAARRE A

XRAANHGILT, s £

E/ (B TEHEEZE, I——Z2WP—=T) ,
S B ki
ey EEE, kMK IE, Mg ks E

OB d k. BA X BB LR R BRH AR,
Tt 86 AR NG e B B AL B R BROBE I, B0 AUR —
WA, T & WL HARBAEN, T7 2T A
LT —H AT B EE.

ERBNTWE+ —THARK, E+FTHHN
WA F. IRRTEHFMN—H . BITEWNT
=OR T H, PWARMBLRBA M, BT R E

O T HFT+TA¥FEILG-FAB RMES-5E53

WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Zech. 4:12 ...What are the two olive branches that are by the side of the
two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves?

14 And he said, These are the two sons of oil, who stand by the Lord of
the whole earth.

2 Cor. 3:6 [God] made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant,
ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.

[In Zechariah 4:3 the] two olive trees signify Joshua the high priest and
Zerubbabel the governor at the time, who were the two sons of oil, filled with
the Spirit of Jehovah for the rebuilding of God’s temple (vv. 3-6, 12-14). The
two sons of oil are also the two witnesses in the last three and a half years
of the present age, who will be witnesses of God in the great tribulation for
the strengthening of God’s peoples—the Israelites and the believers in Christ
(Rev. 11:3-12; 12:17)... These two [witnesses], Moses and Elijah, will support
and supply the persecuted Israelites and the believers during the great
tribulation. (Life-study of Zechariah, p. 28)

Today’s Reading

The nation of Israel is the lampstand, signifying God’s testimony. God’s
testimony needs the shining. For this shining there must be the burning, and
in order for there to be the burning, there must be the supply of olive oil... To
have the olive oil, there must be some olive trees. The two olive trees on the
two sides of the lampstand are the two sons of oil, Joshua and Zerubbabel.

In Zechariah 4:11 there are two trees, and in verse 12, two branches. The
two branches are part of the two trees. When the bowl of the lampstand
is void of oil, the two trees will supply oil by flowing it out through the
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branches and into the two spouts. The oil will then flow from the spouts into
the bowl, and from the bowl into the lampstand.

The relative pronoun which in verse 12 refers not to the spouts but to
the branches. These branches “empty the gold from themselves.” To empty
the gold is to cause the gold to flow out. The word gold here refers to the oil.
The oil and the gold are one. The oil denotes the Spirit, and the Spirit is God.
Furthermore, in typology gold signifies God. The gold that fills the bowl is the
Spirit; the Spirit is God; and God is typified by gold. As we apply this matter
to our experience today, we see that the Spirit who flows out of us is God, and
God is gold. Thus, when we minister Christ to others, supplying them with
oil, we are actually supplying them with God. God is flowing out from us into
them. We all should be olive trees emptying God from ourselves into others.
In this way oil will be provided to the needy by those who are olive trees out
of which God is flowing.

Let us consider further why the two trees are called two branches. In
Zechariah 3 and 4 the same person, Zerubbabel, is signified by a shoot (3:8),
a tree (4:3, 11), and a branch (v. 12). This indicates that Zerubbabel himself
is not the source. If he were a tree complete in himself, he would be the
source. However, he is a tree which is actually a branch of another tree, and
that tree is the source. Moreover, Zerubbabel is also a shoot from the other
tree. That tree is Christ. Christ is the unique olive tree, and both Zerubbabel
and we ourselves are branches, offshoots, of Christ... Although Christ is the
unique olive tree, out from Him many shoots have issued forth. The issuing
forth of these shoots is Christ’s branching out. These branches, or shoots, are
now the many olive trees on earth today. Are you not such an olive tree? As
bona fide Christians, we are olive trees. Strictly speaking, we are olive trees
not in the sense of being separate trees but in the sense of being branches
of Christ, the unique olive tree. As branches, we need to supply others with
oil, that is, with the Spirit, that they may be enlivened. Praise the Lord that
in Christ we are olive trees supplying others with the sevenfold Spirit! (Life-
study of Zechariah, pp. 28-29)

Further Reading: Life-study of Zechariah, msg. 5; CWWL, 1988, vol. 1,
“Speaking Christ for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” ch. 3
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 24:48-51 But if that evil slave says in his heart, My master delays,
and begins to beat his fellow slaves and eats and drinks with the drunken,
the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him
and at an hour which he does not know, and will cut him asunder and
appoint his portion with the hypocrites...

[In Matthew 24:48] the evil slave is a believer, because he is appointed
by the Lord (v. 45), he calls the Lord “my master,” and he believes that the
Lord is coming. Verse 49 says that the evil slave beats his fellow slaves and
eats and drinks with the drunken. To beat the fellow slaves is to mistreat the
fellow believers, and to eat and drink with the drunken is to keep company
with worldly people, who are drunk with worldly things. (Life-study of
Matthew, p. 742)

Today’s Reading

The problem with the evil slave is not that he does not know that the Lord
is coming, but that he does not expect Him. He does not like to live the kind of
life that is prepared for the Lord’s coming. Therefore, when the Lord comes
back, He will cut him asunder and appoint his portion with the hypocrites.
To cut him asunder means to cut him off. This signifies a separation from the
Lord in His coming glory. This corresponds to being cast out into the outer
darkness in the conclusion of the parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30)...
The Lord... will cut [the evil slave] off from the glory in which He Himself will
be. This is equal to being cast out into outer darkness.

Whoever is cast into outer darkness will be cut off from the Lord, from His
presence, from His fellowship, and from the glorious sphere in which the Lord
will be. This is not to perish eternally, but to be chastened dispensationally...
The Lord would not assign duties to a false believer. Certainly the evil slave is
a saved one. In Matthew, the book of the kingdom, the issue is not salvation.
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The issue is the kingdom: whether we shall receive a reward to enter into
the kingdom, or whether we shall lose the reward, miss the enjoyment of the
kingdom, and suffer punishment and discipline where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. (Life-study of Matthew, pp. 742-743)

All of us should be those who are feeding the Lord’s people at the proper
time (Matt. 24:45) and using the Lord’s talents in full (25:20, 22). On the
negative side, we should not be those beating our fellow slaves (24:49). You
may not do your duty to perform your service, but instead you are criticizing
and sometimes even strongly opposing the brothers. You are not doing the
work but beating the fellow slaves... Many of the elders in the local churches
are afraid to do anything wrong. Once they do something wrong, nearly
everyone knows through the use of the telephone. These telephone calls are
all beatings. Many of the saints are beating the elders.

When something negative happens to any of the saints, some can never
retain it. Passing on the news of this negative situation is a kind of beating.
Sometimes you may have a subtle way of praying in the prayer meeting
for a saint who is in a negative situation. You may not expose him at other
times, but you expose him through your prayers. God knows your heart. The
intention in your heart and in your prayer is not so pure. You may pretend
to be so spiritual, not criticizing or judging people. You pray for people, but
about ten percent of your prayer is a kind of judging. This is beating. The
elders in one location may criticize the elders in another location. This is also
beating the fellow slaves.

You waste your time of service in beating. Instead of doing the service,
you beat the brothers, the fellow slaves... We all have to stop our criticizing,
judging, opposing, and murmuring as a kind of beating. We must spend our
time, our energy, and our everything to do a positive service for the Lord’s
interest. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,”
pp. 539-540)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s
Present Move,” chs. 7-10
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
with which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day,
and not only me but also all those who have loved His appearing.

Phil. 3:20 For our commonwealth exists in the heavens, from which also
we eagerly await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Since we know that the Lord’s second coming is so precious, we should love
the Lord’s appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). The Bible concludes with “Come, Lord Jesus!”
(Rev. 22:20)... In their hearts the apostles firmly believed that the Lord would
come quickly, and they also lived a life in preparation for the Lord’s second
coming... Do not think that since we are clear concerning the signs of the Lord’s
coming, we can be slothful and can first love the world and then pursue the Lord
when the last week comes... We should believe that the Lord is to be feared. In
Luke 12 the Lord gave a parable concerning a rich man who endeavored to lay
up wealth for himself so that his soul might enjoy itself and be merry. But God
said to him, “Foolish one, this night they are requiring your soul from you” (vv.
16-20). Every “today” that we have is truly the Lord’s grace. Therefore, as long
as we have today, as long as we still have breath, we should love the Lord and
His appearing, await the Lord’s coming (Phil. 3:20), and always take His coming
as an encouragement. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The Up-to-date Presentation of the
God-ordained Way and the Signs concerning the Coming of Christ,” p. 587)

Today’s Reading

In 2 Timothy 4:1 Paul said to Timothy, “I solemnly charge you before God
and Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing
and His kingdom.” This is an exhortation from Paul immediately before his
martyrdom. He said that he had fought the good fight, he had finished the
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course, and he had kept the faith, and that at the judgment seat he would be
awarded the crown of righteousness, which would be awarded to all those
who have loved His appearing (vv. 6-8). He reminded Timothy, and also us, by
the Lord’s judgment and kingdom, that we should have a living that loves the
Lord’s appearing. This will cause us not to be discouraged, not to backslide,
not to become weak, but to remain faithful to the end.

When the Lord comes, He will come secretly as a thief to those who love
Him and will steal them away as His treasures and bring them into His
presence in the heavens (Matt. 24:42-43). Hence, we need to watch and be
ready (25:13; 24:44). If we desire to be raptured, first we must be filled with
the heavenly breath and have oil in our vessels. If we are rooted on the earth
and occupied daily with the anxieties of this life and with earthly pleasures,
we will not be raptured at that time. We should remember Lot’s wife... She
became a pillar of salt and was left to suffer in a place of shame... If we love
the world, the Lord will leave us here to pass through the great tribulation so
that we may be put to shame until we become mature and are raptured.

The Lord also reminded us to take heed to ourselves and to be watchful
at every time, beseeching lest our hearts be weighed down with debauchery
and drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that the day of the great
tribulation come upon us suddenly as a snare...We should guard our hearts
and give all the room to the Lord so that we may prevail to escape all these
things and stand before the Son of Man (Luke 21:34-36; cf. Rev. 12:5-6, 14).

To attain maturity is not an overnight matter. Therefore, for His coming
we must prepare ourselves, love Him, and grow in Him, that at His appearing
we may be mature to be raptured and receive the reward. (CWWL, 1990,
vol. 3, “The Up-to-date Presentation of the God-ordained Way and the Signs
concerning the Coming of Christ,” pp. 587-588)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “The Up-to-date Presentation of the
God-ordained Way and the Signs concerning the Coming of Christ,” ch. 7
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 6:14 Do not become dissimilarly yoked with unbelievers. For what
partnership do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what fellowship
does light have with darkness?

2 Tim. 2:22 But flee youthful lusts, and pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

We should not be one who “eats and drinks with the drunken” (Matt.
24:49). This is to drift away further, a further fall from beating the fellow
slaves. You have fallen away to the world and have become a world lover. The
worldly people are drunk and even drugged with worldly things. They are
stupefied with the present age. To eat and drink with them is to enjoy what
they enjoy. In a good sense, when you are beating the saints, you are still
interested in the church life. If you were not interested in the church life, you
would never criticize the elders. Because you are so “burdened for the church”
and so interested in the church life, you criticize the brothers and the sisters.
Once you make the decision to forget about the church, to have no interest in
the church, you enter into the loving of the world, and you keep company with
worldly people who are always being stupefied by this age. A saint who loves
the world has no heart to talk about what elders are good or bad. He may once
have been beating his fellow slaves, but now he is fully occupied with worldly
enjoyment. He is now eating and drinking with the drunken. Nearly every day
may be a happy day to him, and nearly every weekend a pleasant weekend,
because he is enjoying the stupefying of the worldly things. (CWWL, 1985, vol.
5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present Move,” p. 540)

Today’s Reading
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The slothful slaves who are not so faithful in the Lord’s commission have
an excuse that the Lord is not coming back immediately, that He is delaying
His coming (Matt. 24:48). As a result, they begin to mistreat fellow believers
and partake of the worldly things. Their excuse is that if the Lord would return
right now, everything would be solved; they would not have the time to love
the world. However, the Lord’s word in Matthew 24 tells us He would not
take this kind of excuse. At His coming back He will cut off, or cut asunder; His
unfaithful slaves (v. 51). To cut asunder does not mean to cut into pieces. When
we were saved, we became attached to Christ, the anointed One (2 Cor. 1:21).
Even if we are in a backslidden condition, the Lord will not cut us off. But if we
remain unfaithful and slothful, at His coming back He will cut us off from this
attachment. He will carry out a cutting asunder between us and Him. We will
be cut off from His glorious presence into a place that will be the portion of the
hypocrites. The portion of the unbelievers is eternal perdition, but the portion
of the slothful slaves is a temporary, dispensational punishment.

The way to be faithful is to scatter the Lord’s word, which is food to every
hungry one. The Lord’s household is composed not only of believers but also
of sinners. Who will go to feed the hungry, sinful people? We all have to say,
“Me!” We have to go... We must do everything that we can to spread the Word
of God.

Also, by His mercy and through His grace we must do the best not to beat
the fellow slaves, the fellow believers. Do not criticize or murmur about
them. Do not speak anything negative about them, because you do not have
the time to do it. Your mouth was not made for criticizing but for speaking
forth Christ. To criticize the brothers is to beat the fellow slaves. This will
cause us to be punished. We should also not go into the world to enjoy
ourselves with the stupefied, drugged, and worldly people. We have to be
the sober ones. (CWWL, 1985, vol. 5, “The Way to Practice the Lord’s Present
Move,” pp. 541-542, 544-546)

Further Reading: Life Lessons, vol. 3, Isn. 35
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Soon our Lord will come, the day is drawing nigh
Hope of Glory — Waiting and Watching

T —_— =
1. Soon our Lord will come, the day isdraw-ingnigh, Sound ofHis approachingwe canhear.
Ab Ab’/C Db Bbm Eb Eb'/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab
Il Il Il

[ —
Watchful we mustbe and  al-wayson alert  That the Lord our hearts with rap-ture cheer.
Ab Eb’ Fm c’ Db Bb'/D Eb Bb"  Eb Eb'/G

T I T Il
IS ——
glo - ry! We withHim shall reign!

T T —— T
(C) Glo - ry! glo - ry! Christwillcome a - gain! Glo - ry!
Ab  Db/Ab Ab

Il

Ab Ab'/Gh Db/F Db Eb Eb'/G
I I p——]

!  SS— |
With a glo-riousbod -y, ev - er with the Lord, Sing-ingall His praise with glad accord.

2. Soon our Lord will come, the Morning Star appear;
Night is deep, and soon will dawn the day.
Never with the current of the age we go,
That from trials we’ll be kept away.

3. Soon our Lord will come His servants to reward;
Those who love Him then the crown will share.
Watchful we must be and treasure not the world,
Love and serve the Lord, His burden bear.

4. Soon our Lord will come and in His kingdom reign;
Satan will be bound, the world subdued.
We must fight the battle, overcome the foe,
On His throne He then will us include.
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Week Five

Making Ourselves Ready for the Lord’s Coming by
Having a Revived Living and a Labor of Shepherding

Hymns: 922

Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 4:16-18; John 21:15-17
§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming,

we need to maintain our victory by having a revived living,
a living of being renewed day by day (2 Cor. 4:16-18); this
renewal has to be refreshed every morning (Matt. 13:43;
Luke 1:78-79; Prov. 4:18; Judg. 5:31):

A.We must enjoy the Lord early in the morning to have a new start of each
day—Psa. 119:147-148.

B. Every morning we should allow the Lord Jesus, our Sun, to rise up in us so
that we can be renewed—Luke 1:78-79; Mal. 4:2; Judg. 5:31:

1.We should rise up early in the morning to fellowship with the Lord, and
we can pray, ‘“Thank You, Lord, for a new beginning; may this day be a
memorable day in my life”; this is what we call a morning-by-morning revival.

2.Every morning we should offer up Christ as our burnt offering and
peace offering, based upon His being our sin offering, so that we may
have a new beginning; not only must we do this every day, but we
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must also do it with sweetness and depth—Lev. 6:12-13.

3.To take Christ as our burnt offering every morning is to take Him as
the One who lived a life absolutely for God's satisfaction and as the
life that enables us to have such a living—1:9; 6:12-13; John 5:19, 30;
6:38; 7:18; 8:29.

C.In order to have a revived living, we must be those who love the Lord
to the uttermost and live to Him with the daily goal of having the fullest
enjoyment and gaining of Christ—1 Cor. 2:9; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Phil. 3:14.

§ Day 3

D.We must be those who live the life of the altar and the tent—Gen. 12:7-8;
13:3-4,18:

1.God's appearing to us issues in our consecration, causing us to build
an altar; an altar is for worshipping God by offering all that we are
and have to God for His purpose; building an altar means that our
life is for God, that God is our life, and that the meaning of our life is
God—8:20-21a; Exo. 29:18-22.

2.To live the life of the tent is our declaration that we are strangers and
sojourners on the earth who are seeking a better country and eagerly
waiting for the God-built city, the New Jerusalem—Heb. 11:9-10, 13, 16.

E.To have a revival that is renewed daily is to have a transformation that
is fresh daily; if we remain in this transformation our whole life, we will
grow in the life of the Lord until we are matured—Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18;
Heb. 6:1a.

§ Day 4

F. We are renewed day by day through four items: the cross (2 Cor. 4:10-
12, 16-18); the Holy Spirit by which we are reconditioned, remade, and
remodeled with the divine life (Titus 3:5); our mingled spirit (Eph. 4:23);
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and the holy word of God (5:26).

G.We need to come to the Lord's table in newness (Matt. 26:29); the Lord
never takes an old table; we need to be renewed by learning to say, “I'm
sorry; forgive me.”

H.While we are in the midst of suffering, we need to receive the Lord's new
compassions every morning so that we may experience His renewing;
otherwise, we will remain the same, and the suffering we pass through
will be in vain—Lam. 3:22-24; 2 Cor. 4:16-18.

§ Day 5

II. In order to make ourselves ready for the Lord's coming, we
need to maintain our victory by participating in Christ's
heavenly ministry to feed His lambs and shepherd His sheep
in order to take care of God's flock, which is the church that
issues in the Body of Christ—John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 2:25; 5:1-
4; Heb. 13:20-21:

A.We need to shepherd people according to the pattern of the Lord Jesus
in His ministry for carrying out God's eternal economy—Matt. 9:36; John
10:11; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 5:4:

1.0ur not having the Father's loving and forgiving heart and the Savior's
shepherding and seeking spirit is the reason for our barrenness—
Luke 15:1-24.

2.We need to cherish people (to make them happy and to make them
feel pleasant and comfortable) in the humanity of Jesus (Matt. 9:10;
Luke 7:34); we need to nourish people (to feed them with the all-
inclusive Christ in His ministry of three stages) in the divinity of
Christ (Matt. 24:45-47).

3.Christ had to pass through Samaria, purposely detouring to Sychar to
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gain one immoral woman, cherishing her by asking her to give Him
something to drink in order to nourish her with the flowing Triune
God as the river of water of life—]John 4:3-14.

4.As the One without sin, He did not condemn the adulterous woman
but cherished her for the forgiveness of her sins judicially and for
the setting free from her sins organically (8:1-11, 32, 36); it is also
significant that the first one saved by Christ through His crucifixion
was a robber sentenced to death (Luke 23:42-43).

5.The Lord went to Jericho just to visit and gain one person, a chief tax
collector, and His preaching was a shepherding (19:1-10); He also
cherished the parents by laying His hands on their children (Matt.
19:13-15).

6.In His caring for the churches as the golden lampstands, the ascended
Lord is the “walking Christ” and the “speaking Spirit”; by His walking in
the midst of the churches, He gets to know the condition of each church,
and then according to what He sees, He speaks to us so that all the saints
in the churches might be metabolically and organically transformed with
the aim of making them His overcomers—Rev. 1:12-13; 2:1, 7.

§ Day 6

B.We need to shepherd people according to the pattern of the apostle Paul,
who shepherded the saints as a nursing mother and an exhorting father in
order to take care of God's flock—1 Thes. 2:7-8, 11-12; 1 Tim. 1:16; Acts
20:28:

1.Paul shepherded the saints in Ephesus by teaching them “publicly
and from house to house” (v. 20) and by admonishing each one of the
saints with tears for three years (vv. 31, 19), declaring to them all the
counsel of God (v. 27).

2.Paul had an intimate concern for the believers (2 Cor. 7:2-7; Philem.

2023 International Chinese-speaking Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Outline - Page 4



it N EE GG 2 ARKE L FEESEMAT (MiE
+—28 ~ 29 MEIIL2 > K+ 20) -
3NEXENGE > R REATMETER > 51
Ny HIETMATZER > FEHX A (Ma+=
15) 5 M 2BEEs  SEBX40EE— Mk
Ho o Rl \GEUEZEE (FFEZ 17> 13 #
=2) o

4 R FREZMITMBEM > T sERIBERES
A TMEEAN—ME=3-6-8 171625 /1.9 ¢
S RPEMMZONEIEH - Ba2HRBE AN 2E
AHIKE NIER > e EFH S AT —7
19 MEFTFL 14 > FRETHIE 3] -

6 RTETR BATNEREEENE®K > B N2
BB 2 GBS 2% » BAMEE—/\1
+=31 F=Z4~8 L #FH—4- =17 M2 15~
16 H2 N4 BEZ4~5H—18F » likgi—3 e

O =FEREERIAS=E S ANE—SF 53

7,12), and he came down to the weak ones' level so that he could gain
them (2 Cor. 11:28-29; 1 Cor. 9:22; cf. Matt. 12:20).

3.Paul was willing to spend what he had, referring to his possessions,
and to spend what he was, referring to his being, for the sake of the
saints (2 Cor. 12:15); he was a drink offering, one with Christ as the
wine producer, sacrificing himself for others' enjoyment of Christ
(Phil. 2:17; Judg. 9:13; Eph. 3:2).

4.Paul walked by the Spirit to honor God so that he could minister the
Spirit to honor man—2 Cor. 3:3, 6, 8; Gal. 5:16, 25; Judg. 9:9.

5.Paul indicated in his teaching that the church is a home to raise up
people, a hospital to heal and recover them, and a school to teach and
edify them—Eph. 2:19; 1 Thes. 5:14; 1 Cor. 14:31.

6.Paul revealed that love is the most excellent way for us to be anything
and to do anything for the building up of the Body of Christ; love
prevails—8:1; 12:31; 13:4-8a; Eph. 1:4; 3:17; 4:2, 15-16; 5:2; 6:24;
Rev. 2:4-5; Col. 1:18b; 1 Thes. 1:3.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:12 For the perfecting of the saints unto the work of the ministry,
unto the building up of the Body of Christ.

16... All the Body...causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of
itself in love.

1 Cor. 14:26 ...Each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has
a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.

If you have a heart for the Lord, from now on you should have a revival
every day to live the overcoming life, to consecrate everything for the Lord,
and to strive to redeem every bit of time to contact people. Care for the saints
one by one. Do not hope to contact too many people all at once. The most
effective way is the slow and sure way.

If you contact one person a day, in a year you will have contacted three hundred
and sixty-five persons. If a church has three elders and each contacts people every
day, in a year’s time they will be able to contact all the saints many times. The effect
of this is much higher than giving many messages. Today there are many brothers
and sisters who need help. Hence, we have to do our best to contact them, to be
concerned and care for them in love, and to strive to help and shepherd them.
(CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting and the Present Need,” pp. 44-45)

Today’s Reading

Now we must recover this matter [of giving our all and our time to
contact and shepherd people]. Only by this will the organic building up of
the Body of Christ in Ephesians 4:12-16 and the meetings of mutuality in 1
Corinthians 14:26 be realized and practiced among us. For this we need a
daily revival and a daily overcoming as the base. We also need a life and a
work that flow out from the love of the Lord in order to maintain our victory.

2022 December Semiannual Training - Holy Word Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 1



FRATWE . B EA B EE A B r e TE,
FNTLE—ERME, TEEFEREER; BIERA
LERFESRMHEN, AN EEIWNAERMEETNT
e TRHEBNAFE (FEZXE-INNFE
A, AAEFROTD .

HEBEHBFE, TEAGZERERKR, TE2AF
FHRAK. RIMMZCEEKT, KMNEAREY
EFKR, NERTOCAWNEMN; ~FHECER
KMNFEANRE. kAR FEK, 127
MEEHITN, TEEHFFERREFSEE. KNL

T4 A 3 —

BAEEHREIMR? #EZ BRI 8 TR AL,
WRRILIRE TR, REFELLIRE TR, R
REZMEFBRE, TRBAEREREMETRET, 3
BABRETERE RNEILR, THRNEHE T LE
—M sy, ERENS-ERAEARE! R ERE R,
METTREERKH, BRNIRCEEETEBREN.
MEAZRMERNNEE, AERINFCERENE
o - RRNBERENZREN, B TRES A

FTUL, RATE & ZBR6R A9 TAE R A B T1E,
KN_EERWEH, Sahwsn, EaneE, &
EHWA R EMEHE. RIS K EHEE TR —
TMIfEL. WRBERKENR, RTAFAEE —BEEA
RERE;, MREF—& “REGHE” WRX, RHE
ZhWY, AR —MHAEEN, —MABESE,
E— NN EHCEEEMTERKYE, XETHL AL
B LK. X —HENNRATEE . BRATLA
ENLENZH, RNXAERLEZNI, KNLAENE
EE, RATGAERENFAR, K — T RAVH S M50
B (RFEXEFZBENOM, ——LZE=__/\T) ,

S SMMAFSLHNES, $WE: W6
Wi, BWH=H,

O HFt+TTA¥FEIIG-FE5SARMES-5F21

If we do not have a revived living or a labor in shepherding, we will not be
overcoming for long; there will be no way for us to maintain our victory.
What maintains us in the victory is a life and work of love toward the Lord.
We need both these aspects. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting
and the Present Need,” p. 46)

Christian warfare is a matter of warding off defeat; it is not a matter of
fighting for victory. We have already overcome. We fight from the position
of victory, and we fight to maintain our victory... Victory is something that
is in our hands. The warfare spoken of in Ephesians is the warfare of the
overcomers. We do not become overcomers through fighting. We need to
distinguish between these two things.

How does Satan tempt us? He causes us to forget our own position
and our victory. He blinds our eyes to our own victory. If we give in to his
tactics, we will feel that victory is far away and beyond our reach. We must
remember that the victory of the Lord is complete. It is so complete that our
whole life is included in this victory! Once we believe, we overcome. Satan
is defeated and we have overcome in Christ. Satan wants to steal away the
victory which we have gained... If we know our victory, his work will fail.

Therefore, we counter the work of Satan with the work of the Lord Jesus.
We withstand Satan through the Lord’s manifestation, death, resurrection,
and ascension. We are standing today upon the accomplished work of the
Lord. We do not need to try to overcome in any way when Satan attacks us.
Once we have the slightest thought of trying to overcome, we have failed,
because our position is wrong. How great is the difference between a person
who tries to overcome and one who withstands by knowing that he has
already overcome. This matter indeed needs revelation. We need to see
the manifestation of the Lord. We need to see His death, resurrection, and
ascension. We need to know all these things. (CWWN, vol. 50, “Messages for
Building Up New Believers (3),” p. 741)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting and the Present
Need,” ch. 4; CWWN, vol. 50, “Messages for Building Up New Believers (3),” ch. 43
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.

Prov. 4:18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which
shines brighter and brighter until the full day.

In Matthew 13:43 the overcomers are likened to the sun shining forth in
the kingdom of their Father. The sun rises afresh every morning. If we are to
be the overcomers, the sun, we must also rise up every morning to be revived
by the Lord... We should follow the sun to be revived and to have a new start
every morning [cf. Prov. 4:18]. Our path is like the dawning light that shines
more and more until the full day. I like Paul’s expression in 2 Corinthians
4:16—"day by day.” The Christian life does not only have one day. We are
being renewed day by day. This means that day after day we have to be
revived by the Lord. Yesterday morning we may have had a revival, but this
morning we need another one, and tomorrow we need another one. Every
year we need three hundred sixty-five revivals to be renewed day by day.
(CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by Day,” p. 351)

Today’s Reading

Every day we need a renewal, and this renewal has to be refreshed day by
day [cf. 2 Cor. 4:16]. What we need today is this kind of renewal in the inner
life as opposed to a renewal in outward actions or expression. God has set up
a natural law that the rising of the sun affords a new beginning and a fresh
renewal every day...The same is true with our Christian life. Every morning
we should allow the Lord Jesus, our Sun, to rise up in us so that we can be
renewed.
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In order to achieve this, all of you should rise up early in the morning. But
to rise up early, one must go to bed early... Early rising affords tremendous
benefits for a Christian. Every morning when the sun rises up, it is time for us
to rise up to fellowship with the Lord. We should pray to the Lord, “Thank You,
Lord, for a new beginning. May this day be a memorable day in my life.” On
the one hand, we have such a fresh consecration and waiting before the Lord;
on the other hand, we receive from Him fresh bestowals and enlightenings.
With all this freshness, we will naturally have a revival. This is what we call a
morning-by-morning revival. It is also what Paul described as the renewing
day by day. This renewal happens early every morning. [ hope that this matter
would be practiced properly among us. All the co-workers with the elders
should trumpet this call in all the places, awakening all the saints to go to bed
early and rise up early. As soon as we get up, we should have a good touch
with the Lord. No matter how busy we are or how important other things are,
we must put them aside until we have a touch with the Lord.

This touch with the Lord should preferably be for half an hour. At the very
least, it should be for fifteen minutes. This should be something very easy
for us to do. Leviticus 6:12 tells us that “the priest shall burn wood on it [the
altar] every morning, and he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon it.” This
indicates that every morning we should offer up Christ as our burnt offering
based upon His being our sin offering so that we may have a new beginning. Not
only must we do this every day; we must also do it with sweetness and depth.
The fifteen minutes in the morning is not mainly for prayer or supplication;
rather, it is for a direct touch with the Lord by which we speak to Him and
He speaks to us. For this reason, the best way is to spend this time on a few
verses so that we may be filled by the Lord through pray-reading His Word in
an enjoyable way. In this way we will have a new beginning and a fresh revival.
(CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting and the Present Need,” pp. 39-40)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by Day,’ chs. 1-2;
CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “The Present Advance of the Lord’s Recovery,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 12:7-8 And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, To your seed
I will give this land. And there he built an altar to Jehovah who had
appeared to him. And he proceeded from there to the mountain on the
east of Bethel...; and there he built an altar to Jehovah and called upon the
name of Jehovah.

The life of a Christian is the life of the altar and the tent. The altar is
toward God, while the tent is toward the world. In His presence, God requires
that His children have an altar and on the earth that they have a tent... The
altar and the tent are interrelated; they cannot be separated. [In] Genesis
12:7...we see that the altar is based on God’s appearance... No one can offer
himself to God unless he has first met God. Unless God has appeared to a
man, he cannot offer his all to God. Consecration is not the result of man'’s
exhortation or persuasion but of God’s revelation. No one can voluntarily
offer up all he has on the altar if God has not first appeared to him... When
man meets God, consecration takes place spontaneously in his life. If you
catch sight of God just once and touch God just once, you are no longer your
own. God is Someone who cannot be touched lightly! Once a man touches
God, he can no longer live for himself. (CWWN, vol. 37, p. 89)

Today’s Reading

God’s appearance brings with it inexhaustible power. Such an appearance
will alter the whole course of a person’s life. For a Christian, the power to
live for God is based on his vision of God. Oh! It is not our decision to serve
the Lord that enables us to serve Him. It is not our will to build an altar that
produces an altar. An altar is built when God comes to a man. God appeared
to Abraham, and Abraham built an altar. This altar was not for a sin offering
but for a burnt offering. A sin offering is for redemption, while a burnt
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offering is an offering of ourselves to God. The altar here does not refer to the
Lord Jesus’ vicarious death for us; it refers to the consecration of ourselves to
God. It was the kind of altar spoken of in Romans 12:1.

The altar has its issue in the tent [cf. Gen. 12:8]... Not until [Abraham]
had built the altar does the Word of God bring the tent into view. A tent is
something movable; it does not take root anywhere. Through the altar God
deals with us; through the tent God deals with our possessions. At the altar
Abraham offered up his all to God. Was he thereafter stripped of everything,
even his clothing and belongings? No! Abraham still possessed cattle and
sheep and many other things, but he had become a tent dweller. What was
not consumed on the altar could only be kept in the tent... The things that
have passed through the altar and are for our use can only be kept in the
tent.

May He be gracious to us and cause us to see the importance of
consecration so that we may live a life of the altar and the tent! (CWWN, vol.
37, pp- 90-93, 95)

Daily revival brings transformation with it. Romans 12:2 says, “Be
transformed by the renewing of the mind.” Second Corinthians 3:18 says,
“We all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as from the Lord Spirit.” This shows us that transformation comes from
beholding the Lord... The more we behold Him, the more we reflect the glory
of the Lord, and we are transformed into the image of the Lord from one
stage of glory to another. This transformation is from the Lord Spirit. There
is not just a revival but a transformation as well. Hence, to have a revival that
is renewed daily is to have a transformation that is fresh daily. If we remain
in this transformation our whole life, we will grow in the life of the Lord until
we are matured. This kind of revival, renewal, and transformation is what we
all need today. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 4, “A Timely Trumpeting and the Present
Need,” p. 41)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 37, ch. 16, “The Life of the Altar and the
Tent”
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Titus 3:5 Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and the
renewing of the Holy Spirit.

Eph. 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.

5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the
water in the word.

God has the best provisions to help us to receive the renewing. The
first provision is the cross, the putting to death of Jesus. According to 2
Corinthians 4, Paul was always under the killing of the cross, the Lord’s
death.

The second provision is the Holy Spirit... We have the Holy Spirit within
us. His main work is first to regenerate us and then to renew us every day
[cf. Titus 3:5]. We are receiving the new supply of the Spirit daily to renew
us metabolically. Thank the Lord that we have such a renewing Spirit. The
third provision God gave us is our mingled spirit, our human spirit mingled
with the divine Spirit. In our human spirit, the Holy Spirit dwells, works, and
renews us. Ephesians 4:23 says that we need to be renewed in the spirit of
our mind. Our spirit is the place where we receive the renewing. Our mingled
spirit spreads into our mind, thus becoming the spirit of our mind. It is in
such a spirit that we are renewed for our transformation. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2,
“Being Renewed Day by Day,” pp. 351-352)

Today’s Reading
Many Christian teachers tell people that if they are careful to obey the
Lord, they will have less suffering, but the experiences of many spiritual

people throughout the history of the church have been just the opposite.
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While we are in the midst of suffering, we need to receive the renewing.
Otherwise, the suffering we pass through means nothing to us. Within us
there is a refuge. This refuge is our spirit. We need to turn from our mind to
our spirit. Then we are safeguarded, hidden, and concealed from any attacks.
It is in our spirit that we will be renewed.

In addition to the cross, the Holy Spirit, and our spirit, we have the holy
Word. The Head of the Body cleanses the church, His Body, by the washing of
the water in the word (Eph. 5:26)...When I think about Romans 8:4—to walk
according to the spirit—I get washed. We all need to receive the washing of
the water in the word daily.

When we come to the Word, regardless of what chapter or verse, the word
will wash us. There is water in the word to wash us. Washing is a synonym of
renewing. By these four items—the cross, the Holy Spirit, our mingled spirit,
and the holy Word—we can receive the renewing.

Whenever we come to the Lord’s table, we need renewing. When the Lord
Jesus established the table, He said, “I shall by no means drink of this product
of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in the
kingdom of My Father” (Matt. 26:29). The Lord established a principle here...
The table He set up was new, and the table He will take in the kingdom of
His Father will be new... We need to realize that anything negative is a cause
and a factor of oldness... When we come to the Lord’s table, we first have to
make a thorough confession... We have to confess and deal with any negative
things between us and God and between us and men [Acts 24:16]. Another
thing that makes us old is not forgiving others. Always forgive people (Matt.
18:21-22, 35; Eph. 4:32; 5:2), and always seek to be forgiven (Matt. 5:23-
24)... Offenses are the cause of oldness... We must learn to say to our spouse,
“I'm sorry. Forgive me.” We need to pray that [this] fellowship... will become
our experience day by day so that we can enter more into the reality of being
renewed day by day. (CWWL, 1989, vol. 2, “Being Renewed Day by Day,” pp.
352-353)

Further Reading: Life-study of Leviticus, msg. 23; CWWL, 1988, vol. 1,
“Speaking Christ for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” ch. 3
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

John 21:15-16 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these? He said to
Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.
He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me?
He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him,
Shepherd My sheep.

Not having the Father’s loving and forgiving heart and not having the
Savior’s shepherding and seeking spirit is the reason for our barrenness. I
realize that you all work hard, but there is almost no fruit. The Lord said,
“By the fruit the tree is known” (Matt. 12:33), but we are a tree without any
fruit... We do not have fruit because we are lacking in the Father’s loving and
forgiving heart and the Son’s shepherding and seeking spirit. We condemn
and regulate others rather than shepherding and seeking them. We are
short of love and shepherding... We have to consider our ways, as Haggai
said (Hag. 1:5). Our way is not right; something is wrong. (CWWL, 1994-
1997, vol. 5, “A Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers
of the Lord,” p. 31)

Today’s Reading

The preaching of the gospel is the top shepherding of sinners... The first
gospel preacher, Christ, carried out His ministry by shepherding. He went
to Jericho just to visit one person, a chief tax collector (Luke 19:1-10)... His
desire was to preach the gospel to gain one person, and His preaching was a
shepherding.

John 4 says that while the Lord was on His way to Galilee, “He had to pass
through Samaria” (v. 4). He detoured from the main way to Sychar, near
Jacob’s well, in order to contact a sinful Samaritan woman, who previously
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had five husbands. The Lord foreknew that she would come to the well
of Jacob. The well of Jacob is a type of Christ, who is the fountain of water
springing up into eternal life (v. 14b). We have to learn of the Lord’s pattern
in purposely detouring to Sychar to gain only one person.

To spend three years to gain one person is worthwhile. If you spend three
years to visit one person continually, you will gain him. After twelve years
you will have four new ones following you to the church meetings.

Christ, as the High Priest, takes care of the churches as the lampstands in
His divinity with His divine love, signified by the golden girdle on His breasts,
to nourish the churches (Rev. 1:13b). Revelation 2 and 3 reveal Christ’s care
for the lampstands. On the one hand, He trims the wicks of the church lamps,
cutting away all the wrongdoings, shortages, failures, and defects mentioned
in the seven epistles to the seven churches. Christ does the best trimming
work in His humanity to cherish the churches. [Christ] is also the High
Priest with His divinity as the “energy belt” to nourish us with Himself as
the all-inclusive Christ in His full ministry of three stages. His nourishing the
churches in His divinity is so that the churches may grow and mature in His
divine life and become the overcomers in His sevenfold intensification.

Our Christ today is our High Priest. In His humanity He is easily touched
with the feeling of our weaknesses... He is cherishing us in His humanity.
Meanwhile, He is nourishing us in His divinity with all the positive aspects of
His person... He is taking care of the churches in the recovery in both ways. In
His humanity He is cherishing us to make us proper so that we may be happy,
pleasant, and comfortable. In His divinity He is nourishing us so that we may
grow and mature in the divine life to be His overcomers to accomplish His
eternal economy. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” pp. 113-114,
156-158)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 5, 7-11;
CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the Gospel of John,” ch. 13
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom
the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God,
which He obtained through His own blood.

2 Cor. 12:15 But I, I will most gladly spend and be utterly spent on behalf
of your souls. If I love you more abundantly, am I loved less?

Our attitude may be that everyone is weak but we are not weak. We may
have the feeling that we are strong ones. In 1 Corinthians 9:22 Paul says, “To
the weak [ became weak that [ might gain the weak.” This means that we
should come down to the weak one’s level. To a sick person we come down to
the level of a sick person. This is the way to shepherd people by visiting them.
Paul also says, “Who is stumbled, and I myself do not burn?” [2 Cor. 11:29].
This is to burn in sorrow and indignation over the cause of the stumbling of
all the fallen ones. This shows the pattern of Paul as a good shepherd, taking
care of God’s flock. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 115)

Today’s Reading

In Paul’s talk with the elders in Ephesus in Acts 20, Paul said that he
taught them “publicly and from house to house” (v. 20)... In addition to all his
labor, he still visited the homes of the saints, from house to house. He did this
to perfect the saints. He did not shrink from declaring to them anything that
was profitable (v. 20), declaring to them all the counsel of God (v. 27). What a
marvelous perfecting work the apostle Paul did!

Paul went back again and again to every home of the saints, exhorting
them and admonishing them with tears. An apostle should speak full of
sympathy, with tears. Do you want to be an apostle? Then learn how to weep.
In Acts 20:19 Paul said that he served the Lord as a slave with all humility and
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tears. Then in verse 31 he said that he did not cease admonishing each one
of the saints with tears. An apostle tells the dear ones under his shepherding
everything concerning God and His counsel with tears. He does not only
speak publicly, but he also visits the homes of the saints. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 4,
“Further Light concerning the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” pp. 358-359)

The end of 1 Corinthians 12 reveals that love is the most excellent way
(v. 31b). How can one be an elder? Love is the most excellent way. How can
one be a co-worker? Love is the most excellent way. How do we shepherd
people? Love is the most excellent way. Love is the most excellent way for us
to prophesy and to teach others. Love is the most excellent way for us to be
anything or do anything.

The church is not a police station to arrest people or a law court to judge
people but a home to raise up the believers. Parents know that the worse
their children are, the more they need their raising up... The church is a
loving home to raise up the children. The church is also a hospital to heal and
to recover the sick ones. Finally, the church is a school to teach and edify the
unlearned ones who do not have much understanding. Because the church
is a home, a hospital, and a school, the co-workers and elders should be one
with the Lord to raise up, to heal, to recover, and to teach others in love.

Love covers and builds up, so love is the most excellent way for us to be
anything and to do anything for the building up of the Body of Christ.

[ hope that there will be a genuine revival among us by our receiving this
burden of shepherding. If all the churches receive this teaching to participate
in Christ's wonderful shepherding, there will be a big revival in the recovery.
In the past we did much speaking and teaching with very little shepherding.
Shepherding and teaching should be like two feet for our move with the Lord.
Our shepherding should always be with teaching, and our teaching should
always be with shepherding. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,”
pp. 126-127,92)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 44; CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 5, “A Word of Love to the Co-workers, Elders, Lovers, and Seekers of the
Lord,” ch. 2
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

To the lost world minister Christ
Preaching of the Gospel — Imparting Christ
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known;  Im-parting Christ by whom you live, Sharewithall men what you own.

2. To the lost world minister Christ,
The precious One you possess,
Imparting Christ to those you love
As all their gain and success.

3. To the lost world minister Christ,
The very Christ you enjoy,
Imparting Christ to all your friends
As all their boast and their joy.

4. To the lost world minister Christ,
Who is your life and your all,
Imparting Christ to all you meet,
All fallen ones, great or small.
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