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Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference
(May 2023)

Knowing, Experiencing, And Enjoying Christ
As Revealed In Philippians

Holy Word for Morning Revival
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Key Statements

(1) In order to take Christ as everything and gain Him in all things, we

must learn to continually deny our self and turn to our spirit.

(2) We need to be one in soul to enjoy Christ by thinking the one thing,
by being one with Christ in His inward parts, and by allowing God to
operate in us the willing and the working for His good pleasure.

(3) Like Paul, we should aspire to know and experience Christ, the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings and to be
conformed to His death as the mold of the Christian life.

(4) We need to be conformed to Christ's death so that we may attain to the
out-resurrection—the only way for the Lord to go on in His recovery,
the only way to build up His church, the only way for the bride to make

herself ready, and the only way for the Lord to come back.
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Knowing, Experiencing, And Enjoying Christ
As Revealed In Philippians
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Week 1: Taking Christ as Everything to Gain Him by Denying Our Self and
Turning to Our Spirit

Week 2: Learning the Secret of Doing All Things in Christ as the
Empowering One for Us to Live Christ, Magnify Christ, and Gain
Christ for His Glory in the Church

Week 3: Being One in Soul to Enjoy Christ by Thinking the One Thing, by
Being One with Christ in His Inward Parts, and by Allowing God to
Operate in Us the Willing and the Working for His Good Pleasure

Week 4: Knowing Christ and the Power of His Resurrection

Week 5: Knowing the Fellowship of Christ's Sufferings and Being
Conformed to His Death

Week 6: Attaining to the Qut-resurrection
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Week One

Taking Christ as Everything to Gain Him
by Denying Our Self and Turning to Our Spirit

Hymns: 538

Scripture Reading: Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 16:24; Mark 9:7-8; 2 Cor. 2:10;

Gal. 1:15a, 16a; Col. 2:16-17

§ Day 1

Christ is the desire of God's heart—Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5;
Gal. 1:153, 16a:

A.God's heart's desire is that every person, every matter, and everything

in the universe would express Christ; when everything is headed up in
Christ, there will be absolute peace and harmony, and everything in the
universe will express Christ—Col. 1:15-19; 3:10-11; Eph. 1:10, 22-23;
4:15-16; Isa. 55:11-13.

B.We exist for the expression of Christ, we preach the gospel for the
expression of Christ, our work is for the expression of Christ, and the
church is for the expression of Christ—43:7; 2 Cor. 4:5; 1 Cor. 15:58; John
17:23; Eph. 1:23; 3:19-21.

C. Christ is the reality of every positive thing in the universe—Col. 2:16-17:

1. The entire universe is a great painting drawn by God that speaks of Christ,
describes Christ, and is for the expression of Christ—1:15-17; Psa. 19:1-6;
Rom. 1:20; Heb. 11:3.
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2. Daily we eat and drink Christ, weekly we have completion and rest in Him,
monthly we experience a new beginning in Him, and throughout the year He
is our joy and enjoyment—Col. 2:16-18a.

§ Day 2

D.We must see and realize inwardly that God does not want anything other

than Christ Himself; God's goal in His recovery is to recover Christ as
everything to us—1 Cor. 1:9:

1. When Christ enters into us, He not only wants to be our life but also our
everything; He is our breath of life (John 20:22), water of life (4:14; 7:37-
39), bread of life (6:35, 48), light of life (1:4; 8:12), and abode of life (14:23;
15:1, 4-5).

2. We must walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit
in every good work by living Christ, growing Christ, expressing Christ, and
propagating Christ in every respect—Col. 1:9-10.

3.We must allow God to work Christ into us to such an extent that He is
everything to us—our exceeding joy and our exceedingly great reward—Eph.
3:16-19; Psa. 43:4a; Gen. 15:1; John 15:11; Rom. 14:17; Phil. 3:14.

4. The greatest need for us today is to see that Christ is the Spirit indwelling
our spirit; if we do not see this point, everything of Christ will be merely an
objective doctrine to us—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17—4:1; 2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor.
6:17; John 4:24.

5. Christ is also the Word; when we contact the Lord's Word with our spirit, His
words become spirit, and when His words become spirit, the Spirit enters
into us so that we can be completely occupied by Him, transformed by Him,
and mingled with Him to satisfy the desire of God's heart—Eph. 6:17-18; John
5:39-40; 6:63.

E. When we have seen the all-inclusive Christ and have learned the secret
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8, =719, 22, #al—2, 9~10, =9~ Acts 26:19, 22; 1 Cor. 1:2, 9-10; 2:9-10; 2 Cor. 2:10; 2 Tim. 4:9-18; Phil.
10, A =10, RIZWTI~18, HE—19~21 L. 1:19-21a:

| T E LM » AZFER A LA MY AEY) 1. We should concentrate on Him, not on any persons, things, or matters other
Paz et - Dot Sy e pra e et — Ayl - than Him; we should focus on Him as our unique center appointed by God so
SFEETE T R — VIR i (5 DU — AR — 9 0 B that all the problems among the believers may be solved—1 Cor. 1:9; Rev.
“A~S5mB—1T 18 e 2:4-5; Col. 1:17b, 18b.

2 NGB ERIWAE - SRRt ie R A E REAIK 2.For a person to leave the Lord's recovery means that he has never seen what
EEEE . TN BELNETIREE » 5k the recovery is; whether or not we are secure in the recovery and protected
SFARNTE 2ERRME RIES - T from divisiveness depends on the vision we have seen; it is only by focusing
BEENEE  GEZHEAETEE A - on Christ that we can be saved from division.

3 I(MEREBEREERME 1L 3R - RT - 3.1If we care only for Christ as our unique center, choice, preference, taste, and
CORAIER  EgRTFRMAEERETNEEE enjoyment, this will preserve us in the church in the Lord's recovery until He
BRI » &R e is s 257 0 1 comes back; otherwise, we will be disappointed or distracted and forsake the
HEZE TS - Lord's recovery.

[B=1] § Day 3
AR LEREEB AR LE P44k, I We must follow the pattern of Paul in Philippians to take
AR BAE—n: Christ as everything:

— [HAEEKR, FEHEAALE] —KEULEHE A “Fortome,tolive is Christ”—Paul took Christ as his living—1:21a.
/{&é@ift’{?‘_"- 21 .J:-o
Z TamR4e, Zu, YA FE&KF8 L, B4 B.“As always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether

0

LRFBEK ] —FREALT A2 5, through life or through death”—Paul took Christ as his expression—v. 20.
= [HMEBR2R2ALBEIRKEDATEL8 ] —  C “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus”"—Paul took the
RE RSB AR T— 5, mind of Christ as his mind—2:5.
W [$HLAFHZRAANER, RAA BT D.“And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out
AABENR, TRANEEFEERANR, of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness

LAIREMME, KA E] —HhRBALE% which is out of God and based on faith”—Paul took Christ as his lived-out
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righteousness—3:9.

E.“On account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,
on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all things and count them
as refuse that [ may gain Christ”—Paul considered the knowledge of
Christ to be supereminent—uv. 8.

F.“One thing I do: Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching
forward to the things which are before, I pursue toward the goal for the
prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward”—Paul took
Christ as his goal—vv. 13-14.

G.“Brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what things
are righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things
are well spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of
these things”—Paul took Christ as his virtues—4:8.

H.“Tam able to do all things in Him who empowers me”—Paul took Christ as
his power to live out Christ as his magnificent living—v. 13.

I. “I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be content. I know
also how to be abased, and [ know how to abound; in everything and in
all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both
to abound and to lack”—Paul took Christ as his secret—vv. 11-12; cf. vv.
4-7.

J. “Our commonwealth exists in the heavens, from which also we eagerly
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transfigure the body of our
humiliation to be conformed to the body of His glory, according to His
operation by which He is able even to subject all things to Himself"—Paul
took Christ as his expectation—3:20-21.

§ Day 4
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A BMEE LT, HolkEAE KM (12, 1. We gain Christ that He might gain us (v. 12; cf. Hab. 1:1)

S95—1) , mAT&7T&E: according to the following aspects:
— FELEE AR R L (£F69EE) — A Gaining Christ causes us to have a sense of God's presence (the pneumatic
“H—_+22, H==11 L., 14: Christ)—]John 20:22; Exo. 33:11a, 14:

1 B RZIE—0E - ek AT EREE —E& 1.We should be afraid of only one thing—that we would lose the presence of
— 10> £#50H 30 » MEETFL 19 our Lord—?2 Cor. 2:10; cf. Eph. 4:30; 1 Thes. 5:19.

2 DI R MEIR BB o 55 = Rt 2.“He will enliven us after two days; / On the third day He will raise us up, /
o B EMERNEE o (R2) —F =K1 And we will live in His presence” (Hosea 6:2)—the reality of the third day is
HI%  Jre@E ABAL (FF) wEEER (s the person, the presence, of the resurrected Christ with the reality of revival
=2) NEE- (Hab. 3:2).

Z REABRAMNERERHAT AR —A =21, B.Gaining Christ causes us to feel bright and clear inwardly—Rev. 22:1;
K—4, N12, #—22, 26, John 1:4; 8:12; Ezek. 1:22, 26.

= BEABEAMEFERAME, HAAKEMEAK C Gaining Christ causes us to feel inwardly supplied with Christ as our
e ERAEK—HAT+3~4, {5557, @ spiritual food and spiritual drink—1 Cor. 10:3-4; John 6:57; 4:10, 14, 24;

10, 14, 24, #AT+=3 F. 13, 1 Cor. 12:3b, 13.
m FELBEAMNEASEL, T8 m A4 D.Gaining Christ causes us to grow in life and be transformed into His
B—® =19, #hiZ=18, BE+=2, image—~Col. 2:19; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2.

hFELABERMAENEAITH—12+—32 E. Gaining Christ causes us to have vitality and to take action—Dan. 11:32b;
T, #—8, £20, T =1~4, ®har+ @ Acts 1:8; 5:20; 13:1-4: 1 Cor. 14:31; cf. Ezek. 3:1-3; Psa. 68:11-13, 19.
3, 28=1~3, F~\11~13, 19,

[BA] § Day 5
# AMEALBE— Wt £—E LFA#, IV.Inorder to take Christ as everything and gain Him in all things,
HLAFH —AGATLERmE: we must learn to continually deny our self and turn to our spirit:
— AMLATAEBIEAMOEE, BAEEIEAIE— A We must enter into our spirit completely because the Lord as the Spirit,
ABGEGTR—RERMGE R —REW 22, the reality of the Body, is in our spirit—2 Tim. 4:22; Eph. 1:17; 2:22; 3:5,
#$h—17, =22, =5, 16, @23, £ 18, =18, 16; 4:23; 5:18; 6:18.
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B.We must learn how to set our mind on the spirit; in other words, we must
learn how to trust in God and depend on the Lord; the real secret of living
the Christian life for the church life is for us to set our mind on the spirit—
Rom. 8:6.

C. Turning to the spirit is the secret of being a Christian; the way to follow
the Lord, enjoy the Lord's riches, live in the reality of the Body of Christ,
and function in the New Testament ministry is to continually exercise to
reject our self, lose our soul-life, and turn to our spirit—2 Cor. 3:3, 6, 16—
4:1; 2 Tim. 4:22; Phil. 1:19; Rom. 8:16.

D.The work of the Lord, which we carry out by the power of the Holy Spirit,
is a work that begins with the spirit and ends with the spirit; this work
begins from our spirit and ends in others' spirits—1 Cor. 2:4-5, 13, 15; 2
Cor. 3:6; 13:3; cf. Psa. 42:7a.

E.We have a spirit to contact and receive God and a soul to live out and
express God; taking in God, living out God, and expressing God should be
our joy, amusement, and entertainment—]John 4:10, 14, 24; 6:57; Luke
1:46-47; 1 Cor. 10:31.

F. The soul was created by God for the purpose of expressing Him, not to
have its own enjoyment or preferences; in God's economy there is no
selfish enjoyment; Paul's ministry was to dispense the riches of Christ as
grace to the believers for their enjoyment—Gen. 1:26; 2:7; Eph. 3:2.

G.To deny our self means to reject the soul's desire, preference, and choice;
man's first sin was to do something for himself, to satisfy the self—Gen.
3:1-7.

§ Day 6

H.Anything that comes out of our self (the mind, emotion, and will of our
fallen soul) is connected to Satan and to demons—Matt. 16:21-27:

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 6
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1. As the unchaste wife of Jehovah, Israel became evil; we need to realize
that once we forsake God, we too can do any kind of evil—Hosea 4:1; Eph.
4:17-21.

2. We must realize that if we do not remain in fellowship with God in our spirit,
we lose God's presence and are capable of being in the flesh and of behaving
like the worldly people—Phil. 2:1-2; 1 John 1:3; Eph. 4:17-19; Gen. 20; cf.
12:11-13; 13:18,

3. We cannot afford to take a vacation from our fellowship with God in our

spirit; our protection is not our self; it is God's presence—1 John 1:3; cf. Psa.
31:20.

I. Prayer is the real denial of the self:

1. Actually, we do not need to pray in a lengthy way; it is sufficient simply to
call “O Lord Jesus”; even such a short prayer means “no longer I but Christ”—
Rom. 10:12-13; Gal. 2:20.

2. 0ur prayer testifies that we do not exercise our self-effort to deal with the
situation (to “cast out demons”); instead, we apply Christ—Mark 9:14-209.

3.To pray is to practice the vision concerning Christ with His death and
resurrection being our replacement so that we may be fully “Christified” to
satisfy the desire of God's heart—vv. 2-13.
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WEEK1—DAY1

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 3:17 And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My
Son, the Beloved, in whom I have found My delight.

Gal. 1:15-16 But when it pleased God...to reveal His Son in me that I
might announce Him as the gospel among the Gentiles...

As the elders and co-workers go on with the Lord, they should become more
and more clear that God’s heart’s desire is only Christ...The desire of God’s heart
is entirely centered on Christ...God’s intention is to work to such an extent that
Christ will be expressed in all things, fill all things, and even be all things.

Perhaps you may say, “I know that our food and clothing should glorify
Christ.” This type of speaking is common in Christianity, but it is too shallow.
You also may say, “Since food and clothing refer to our living, this means that
our living, our working, and our serving should be for Christ,” but this is not
what we mean. Rather, we should express Christ Himself even in matters
related to food and clothing. God’s heart’s desire is that every person, every
matter, and every thing in the universe would express Christ...Every positive
item in the universe should express Christ Himself. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, p.
179)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 1:19 says, “In Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell”
Verse 18 speaks of Christ having “the first place in all things.” We exist
for the expression of Christ, we preach the gospel for the expression of
Christ, our work is for the expression of Christ, and the church is for the
expression of Christ.

The Old Testament types and the Old Testament commandments are

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 1
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explanations of Christ. God commands that we keep the Sabbath, and
Christ is the reality of the Sabbath. God commands that we be holy, and
Christ is the reality of holiness. Every sentence in the entire Bible points to
the reality of Christ Himself. The entire universe, even every tree, flower,
and blade of grass, speaks of Christ. The beauty of a flower expresses
the beauty of Christ because the reality of beauty is Christ Himself. The
sweetness of a piece of fruit expresses the sweetness of Christ, because the
reality of sweetness is Christ Himself. Hence, the Bible uses many flowers
and fruits to show forth many aspects of Christ...Righteousness is Christ.
Holiness is Christ. Purity is Christ. Patience is Christ. Power is Christ.
Suffering is Christ. Everything in the universe is an expression of Christ.

The universe is a great painting drawn by God. In this painting, various
things, matters, and persons describe Christ. The relationship between a
husband and a wife is a description of Christ. The relationship between a
master and a servant is a description of Christ. The relationship between a
father and a son is a description of Christ...Today our vision of Christ must be
so clear that we see that Christ is not only the desire of God’s heart but even
more the reality of all positive things, matters, and persons. In our gospel
preaching we should preach Christ. In our messages we should speak Christ.
In our administration of the church, we should administrate so that Christ can
be ministered into people and then be ministered into others through them.

The Bible tells us in many places that we should be holy, loving, righteous,
and patient; these things are shadows of Christ, who is the reality..When
the Bible speaks of patience, it means that we should turn to Christ and
live out Christ who is the reality of patience. It is wrong to think that we
must try our best to love others because the Bible says that we should love
others as ourselves. The love which the Bible speaks of is actually Christ.
Also, God wants us to be honest by living out Christ. It is the same with
respect to righteousness, sincerity, and holiness. God wants Christ to be our
righteousness, sincerity, and holiness. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 179, 181-182)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 179-188, 59-68, 81-104; Life-
study of Ezekiel, msg. 11
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Cor. 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.

The Bible shows that when Christ enters into us, He not only wants
to be our life, but also our everything. Of the four Gospels the Gospel of
John has a very special place, showing that the Lord has come not only
to be our life but also to be our everything. The Gospel of John speaks
not only of the Lord as life but also of the Lord as the light of life (1:4;
8:12), the breath of life (20:22), the water of life (4:14; 7:38), and the
bread of life (6:35, 48). In order to sustain our physical life, we must
have sunshine, air, water, and food...Similarly, we obtain our spiritual
life from Christ, but our spiritual life is also sustained by Christ. In John
15:5 the Lord said that He is the vine and that we are the branches of the
vine. Everything that the branches have comes from the vine; the vine
provides both life and a life supply to the branches. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1,
p. 184)

Today’s Reading

We..must see that Christ is the Spirit [1 Cor. 15:45b]. Since the Lord is
the Spirit [2 Cor. 3:17], Paul said, “The Lord be with your spirit” (2 Tim.
4:22)..Furthermore, we are “joined to the Lord” and are “one spirit” with
Him (1 Cor. 6:17). If we would genuinely worship God, we must “worship
in spirit” (John 4:24). When we read the Bible, we must also touch the
spirit, because the Lord says, “The words which [ have spoken to you are
spirit” (6:63). The key to the Christian life lies in walking “according to
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the spirit” (Rom. 8:4). Furthermore, we should not “quench the Spirit” (1
Thes. 5:19).

The greatest need for us today is to see that the Lord Jesus is the Spirit.
He passed through incarnation, death, and resurrection, and became the
life-giving Spirit. This is the key to our spiritual growth and service. If we do
not see this point, everything that we speak will become doctrine, including
Christ being God’s heart’s desire, Christ being the reality of all positive
things, Christ being our life, and Christ being everything to us. We must see
that the Christ who is the desire of God’s heart, the Christ who is the reality
of all things, the Christ who is our life, and the Christ who is everything to us
today is the Spirit. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 185-186)

If we would be attuned in the same opinion, we need to have a vision of
the place of Christ in God’s economy..When you have seen the all-inclusive
Christ and have learned the secret of enjoying Him, your way of thinking and
speaking will be changed. Then you will become pure and simple. Instead of
expressing your own opinions, you will care only to enjoy Christ and speak
of Him. Having become a person who does not know anything except Christ,
you will be faithful to the Lord’s recovery.

If you are able to give up the church life, this proves that you have never
seen the church. Whether the church is good or bad, healthy or unhealthy,
living or dead, it is still the church. If we realize this, it indicates that we have
seen that Christ is God’s unique center. Whether or not we are secure in the
recovery and protected from divisiveness depends on the vision we have seen.
If we have seen that Christ is the unique center, we shall be secure. No matter
what may take place in the recovery, we shall remain in the church life. We
shall have the assurance within us that we are in the Lord’s recovery. Let us
learn not to have any choice, preference, or taste other than Christ. The all-
inclusive Christ is our unique choice, preference, taste, and enjoyment. This
will preserve us in the church in the Lord’s recovery until He comes back.
Otherwise, eventually we shall be disappointed or distracted and forsake the
Lord’s recovery. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, pp. 56, 53-54, 57-58)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msgs. 3-4, 6
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« WEEK 1— DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:13-14 Brothers,...one thing I do: Forgetting the things which are
behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, I pursue toward
the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.

The main revelation in the New Testament, especially in Paul’s Epistles,
is the very Christ, whom God in His economy has prepared for us to be our
experience.

“For to me, to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). This word reveals to us that Paul,
who experienced Christ richly and abundantly, took Christ as his living...He
lived Christ.

“As always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether
through life or through death” (Phil. 1:20). This word shows us that Paul,
who was rich in the experience of Christ, took Christ also as his expression.
All his life and work were not for expressing himself or for displaying his
knowledge, his ability, or his other merits and strong points. What he was
and what he did were for expressing Christ, even for magnifying Christ, that
Christ would be not only expressed through him but even magnified in him.
(Life Lessons, vol. 3, p. 36)

Today’s Reading

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5)...Paul
not only took Christ as his living and expression without, but he also took the
mind of Christ as his mind within. According to the text which follows, the
thinking in the mind of Christ in this verse was that of One who changed from
the form of God into the likeness of man to become a man, even emptying
Himself to take the form of a slave and to humble Himself, becoming obedient
unto death, even the death of a cross.

“And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness...but...the
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righteousness which is out of God and based on faith” (Phil. 3:9). In
experiencing Christ, Paul was found by others to be a man in Christ, not
having a righteousness which was from his own keeping of the law, but
having the righteousness from God through his faith in Christ, which is just
Christ Himself lived out from him to be expressed as his righteousness. In
such a way, Paul took Christ as the righteousness which he lived out.

Paul, who pursued the knowledge of Christ in order to experience Him
more deeply, considered his pursuit of Christ to be his only task. Thus, he
pursued by forgetting the things which were behind and stretching forward
to the things which were before [Phil. 3:13-14]...He took Christ as his goal,
pursuing to obtain the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. This
prize is also Christ, that is, Christ as the enjoyment of His pursuers.

“I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me” (Phil. 4:13). Paul,
who experienced Christ, was empowered by Christ; hence, he was able to do
all things in Christ, which is mainly to live out the various kinds of virtues
which express God’s attributes mentioned in verse 8 preceding this word.
This shows us that Paul experienced Christ by taking Christ as power to live
out Christ as his magnificent living.

“l have learned, in whatever circumstances [ am, to be content. I know
also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all
things [ have learned the secret..” (Phil. 4:11-12). In any environment and
in any matter, Paul, who experienced Christ richly and abundantly, learned
the secret to be content and to rejoice always...The secret he learned was just
Christ. Thus, he took Christ as the secret to experience Christ, being content
and rejoicing always in any situation and in any matter.

“For our commonwealth exists in the heavens, from which also we eagerly
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ...” (Phil. 3:20-21). The life which Paul
lived in the experience of Christ was one that awaited the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who would come from the heavens to transfigure his body of
humiliation, conforming it to the body of His glory. Thus, he took the Christ
whom he experienced as his expectation. (Life Lessons, vol. 3, pp. 36-39)

Further Reading: Life Lessons, vol. 3, Isn. 29
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WEEK 1 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:8 ...Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ.

Phil. 3:12 ...I pursue, if even I may lay hold of that for which I also have
been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.

Whether or not we have actually gained Christ can be proven by five points.
First, we will have the presence of God; we will sense that God is like fresh air
being breathed in by us. Second, we will sense that we are in the light and are
shining inwardly. Third, we will feel that we are supplied within, having living
water to quench our thirst and living bread to satisfy our hunger. Fourth, the
demands related to positive and negative matters will become higher and higher,
just like a rising thermometer. This indicates that life is continually growing.
Fifth, we will have an inward vitality. Whenever we come to the meeting, we will
feel that we have to pray and sing; we will feel that we must be active. These five
aspects are proof that we have gained Christ. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 67-68)

Today’s Reading

[The first aspect of Christ being life to us is that we sense the presence
of God.] Suppose after pray-reading the Word in the morning, we feel that
we are in God’s presence, we are in God, and we are mingled with God as
one. God is like a cloud, and we feel as if we are under His covering; God is
like a mass of air, and we feel as if we are full of God’s consciousness, God’s
presence. This is the experience of Christ as life.

Next, when we have truly gained Christ, we have another feeling; we feel
clear, bright, and full of light inwardly. This is because Christ is life, and this
life is the light of men (John 1:4). When we finish pray-reading, we feel bright
within...Before we pray-read, we may sense darkness within; however, the
more we pray-read, the more we are shining within. This is proof that we
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have gained Christ. This is the way to gain Christ.

The third aspect of the experience of Christ as life is our being inwardly
supplied...Christ is the living water and living bread. When we are inwardly
supplied, the living water quenches our thirst, and the spiritual bread
satisfies our hunger. Once we experience Christ as life, we are inwardly
supplied. Rather than feeling thirsty or hungry, we are satisfied.

The fourth aspect related to the experience of Christ as life involves the ability
of life to grow in us...A person who is not gaining much of Christ and who has a
low level of life may not have a good attitude toward his parents and siblings. He
also may feel that there is nothing improper with his attitude. After pray-reading
the Word, the Lord’s life will begin to grow in him. After there has been some
growth in life, he will begin to feel that his attitude toward his parents is not
proper. This knowledge does not come from someone’s rebuke; it is the growth
in life within that causes him to have this feeling. Dealing with sins and mistakes
is a manifestation of the growth in life that relates to negative matters. In regard
to positive matters, the growth in life may cause a person to perceive that his
consecration to God is too low and shallow and that he needs to consecrate again
in order to deal with his reservations before God. There is no way to determine a
standard for consecration; the criterion depends on the level of our life.

The fifth aspect of the experience of Christ is that life is active and takes
action..When we are experiencing the Lord’s life in us, we will sense that
Christ is not dead within us; rather, He is vigorously motivating us. However,
if we are deadened within, we may look nice on the surface when we come
to the meeting, but we will act like a dead person...If we are experiencing
Christ as life, surely there will be activities in us [singing and praying] related
to life..Whether we are a living Christian or a dead Christian depends on
whether or not we move. If we experience Christ as life in us, this life will
surely cause us to move. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 63, 65-68)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom for
the Building of the Church,” ch. 6
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« WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment
2 Tim. 4:22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the
spirit is life and peace.

Satan dwells in the members of our body, but God is in our spirit..Romans
8:6 contains a real secret. In this verse there are three things: the mind, the
flesh, and the spirit. We must learn how to set our mind on the spirit. In
other words, we must learn to trust in God and depend on the Lord.

Although we must study the Bible with its narratives and instructions,
the real secret is in Romans 8:6. We may be very knowledgeable of the
Scriptures, but if we do not apply Romans 8:6, whatever we know and do will
accomplish little.

Now we must pray, “Lord, help me to choose You. Help me to rely on You, depend
on You, and drop my effort and striving. Help me to never do anything by myself to
overcome evil or temptation. Rather, help me always to rely on You, stand with You,
and trust in You...Lord, help me always to thrust myself upon You..and depend on
You.” (CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of the New Testament in the Light of
Christ and the Church, Part 2—Romans through Philemon,” pp. 232, 234-235)

Today’s Reading

A person who is saved not only has a created spirit but also a regenerated
spirit and a spirit indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Our treasure, our possession,
and our spiritual capacities and weapons are in us. Many Christians have a
wrong concept; they think that they must pray for an extended period of time
in order for power to come upon them from heaven like an atomic bomb.
This kind of thinking is not accurate, because our power does not come from
heaven; our power is in our spirit. Hence, Hebrews 4:16 says that we should
come forward with boldness to the throne of grace..Chapter 10 then speaks
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of entering and coming forward to the Holy of Holies [vv. 19, 22]. This Holy
of Holies is our spirit (4:12; 2 Tim. 4:22). We must learn to turn to our spirit.
Those who minister the word should learn even more to turn to their spirit
and not be affected by those who listen to them...One who is experienced in
turning to his spirit can give powerful messages because he can sense the
feeling of the Spirit and then utter something from his spirit. Turning to the
spirit is the secret of being a Christian. [ hope that we will learn and earnestly
apply this secret.

When we read the Bible, we must control our thoughts, but it is not
truly even a matter of controlling our thoughts. Rather, we should just
ignore them by turning to our spirit. As soon as we pray-read, we will
follow the spirit, not the flesh...The secret to a Christian’s sanctification,
spiritual victory, growth in life, power, and enjoyment of the Lord is to
turn to the spirit.

Our tongue is very difficult to manage [Psa. 39:1; 120:2-4; 141:3]..However,
today we do not need to try to control our mouth. We only need to learn the
secret and practice the secret; that is, whenever we are about to speak, we
must turn to our spirit...As Christians we should not care whether we are
saying the right thing, but whether we are turning to our spirit. Before we
open our mouth, we should turn to our spirit. This is the secret. (CWWL,
1967, vol. 1, pp. 99-101)

Man’s first sin was not adultery, stealing, or murder; it was taking
something according to his own preference. To take fruit was not wrong, but
to take fruit according to the preference of the soul was the activity of the
self. Therefore, man’s first sin was to do something for himself, to satisfy the
self. The soul was made to express God. But when the soul does something to
satisfy itself, it becomes selfish...To deny ourselves means to reject the soul’s
desire, preference, and choice. Whenever the soul wants something for itself,
we must deny the soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Exercise of the Kingdom
for the Building of the Church,” p. 102)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of the New Testament
in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 2—Romans through Philemon,” ch. 11
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.

Rom. 10:13 For “whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

We must see clearly that the way to follow the Lord, the way to
spirituality, the way to victory, the way to sanctification, the way to life,
and the way to enjoy the Lord’s riches is to reject our soul and turn to our
spirit...To reject our soul means to reject our mind, emotion, and will..We
must turn to our spirit before we do anything. As soon as we get out of the
spirit, we will wander and be without rest. God has a rest for us, and this
rest is in our spirit. We must be diligent to enter into this rest. Before we
fellowship,...before we read the Bible,..before we pray, we must turn to our
spirit. Whatever we plan to do, we should learn to turn to our spirit first,
because if we do not turn to our spirit, we will be in our soul..When we are
in our soul, we are connected to Satan. Hence, we should not care whether
we are about to do something that is good or bad. Instead, we should learn to
turn to our spirit. In matters both great and small, we must first turn to our
spirit. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, p. 103)

Today’s Reading

[In Mark 9] the father of the child had asked the Lord’s disciples to cast
out the demon, but they were not able to do so [v. 18]..When the Lord came
down from the Mount of Transfiguration, He came into that situation. He
then proceeded to cast out the dumb and deaf spirit. Verse 28 says, “And
when He entered into the house, His disciples questioned Him privately, Why
were we not able to cast it out?” In verse 29 we have the Lord’s answer to the
disciples’ question: “This kind cannot come out by any means, except prayer.”
The Lord’s word here indicates that the disciples failed to pray, and that was
the reason they could not cast out the demon.
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To pray means that we realize that we are nothing and that we can do
nothing. This implies that prayer is the real denial of the self...To pray is
actually to declare, “Not I, but Christ.”

Perhaps they said to themselves, “We have been watching the Lord cast
out demons for more than two years, and we have learned of Him. We
should be able to cast the demon out of this child."..We may say that they
tried to cast out the demon without the necessary power, energy, divine
electricity.

[ wish to emphasize the fact that the word prayer in 9:29 actually indicates
“no longer I but Christ.” Concerning this matter, we need to understand why
this case immediately follows the revelation of Christ as our replacement and
the Lord’s word about denying ourselves [8:27-38].

Mark 9:14-50 is actually a practicing of the revelation of Christ as our
replacement. It had been revealed to the disciples that Christ is the entire
replacement through His death and resurrection. Death terminates us, and
resurrection brings Christ to us. The result is “no longer [ but Christ.” But
how can this revelation be applied? According to the case of the casting of
the dumb spirit out of the man’s son, this vision is applied by prayer.. We
may use the matter of temper, especially in married life, as an illustration
of the fact that certain “demons” can be cast out only through prayer.
If you ask the Lord why you are not able to cast out the demon of your
temper, He may say, “This kind cannot be cast out except by prayer. You
need to pray.”

Actually, we do not need to pray in a lengthy way. It is sufficient simply
to call, “O Lord Jesus!” Even such a short prayer indicates “no longer I but
Christ.” Your prayer testifies that you do not exercise your self-effort to deal
with the situation. Instead, you apply Christ. This is to practice the vision
concerning Christ with His death and resurrection being our replacement.
(Life-study of Mark, pp. 240-242)

Further Reading: Life-study of Mark, msg. 27; Life-study of Genesis, msg.
55

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 12



399

(a)

b=

F£—iB

=)

CERE (RS

8787 il (538)

e A KGR

Ab o

1-2\3-1 2 3\2

i

S

i

[°8)

fD o

iy

Z o FD oo

LB A& i ®E
AP DP
3:1 2 3|2 1

W‘H

[u—y

w2z | Ry

AP EP7
| 5.3 43\32

L EMRE MmE

DP B’m
1.2 ;7\61

RGN T A A

NN =30 #
AN EEEINEET,

T /L T T T 2
A EERBES A,

MY T P = T 3
AMES} it H 2,

RO T T T
NI BIRME,

LSRN =30 e-#
RS EE S,

M\w

[—=

.

.

3/4
Ab Eby
6 /5.1 7 12—
B OEoR BE Iy
AP Eby AP
615 12 7/[1-
wOEE K EOR
AP
3/4-2 38 43~
g OfF 2 & EH m
DP Eb/ AP
23 12 71|
= I i
FAE AR T,
TR R,

FAB R F B
Tl R B R NS,
FB L AR LN UE

E“ %Eﬁo
TR R IRy
i BRSO,
R ERE—

T8 FBEMER,

WEEK 1 — HYMN

It is God’s intent and pleasure
Experience of Christ — As the Indwelling One

I o o
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2. It is God’s intent and pleasure
That His Christ may live in me;
Nothing as an outward practice,

But Christ working inwardly.

3. It is God’s intent and pleasure
That His Christ be formed in me;
Not the outward forms to follow,
But Christ growing inwardly.

4. It is God’s intent and pleasure
That His Christ make home in me;
Not just outwardly to serve Him,
But Christ dwelling inwardly.

5. It is God’s intent and pleasure
That His Christ my hope may be;
It is not objective glory,
But ’tis Christ subjectively.

6. It is God’s intent and pleasure
That His Christ be all in me;
Nothing outwardly possessing,
But His Christ eternally.
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Week Two

Learning the Secret of Doing All Things
In Christ as the Empowering One for Us
to Live Christ, Magnify Christ, and Gain Christ
for His Glory in the Church

Hymns: 564

Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:19-21a; 2:2; 3:14; 4:6-8, 11-13

§ Day 1

I. Paul learned the secret of doing all things in Christ as the
empowering One—Phil. 4:11b-13:

A.The phrase learned the secret indicates that Paul had come into a
new situation, a new environment; whenever we are put in a new
environment, we need to learn the secret of living in that environment.

B.I have learned the secret literally means “I have been initiated”; the
metaphor here refers to a person's being initiated into a secret society
with instruction in its rudimentary principles.

C. After Paul was converted to Christ, he was initiated into Christ and into
the Body of Christ; he then learned the secret of how to take Christ as life
(Col. 3:4), how to live Christ (Phil. 1:21a), how to magnify Christ (v. 20),
how to gain Christ (3:8, 12), and how to have the church life (1:8, 19; 2:1-4,
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19-20; 4:1-3).
§ Day 2

II. The believers are disciples, learners, who are learning
the secret, which is to learn Christ as the reality is in Jesus
by allowing the Spirit of reality to guide them into all the
reality of the actual condition of the life of Jesus as recorded
in the four Gospels, a life in which Jesus did everything in
God, with God, and for God; God was in His living, and He
was one with God—John 16:13; Eph. 4:20-21:

A.The followers of Christ were discipled through Christ's human living on
the earth as the model of a God-man—Iliving God by denying Himself in
His humanity (John 5:19, 30), revolutionizing their concept concerning
man (Phil. 3:10; 1:21a).

B.Because Christ lived God by denying Himself in His humanity, He “learned
obedience from the things which He suffered” (Heb. 5:8), “becoming
obedient even unto death, and that the death of a cross” (Phil. 2:8).

C. We learn Christ (Matt. 11:29) according to His example, not by our natural
life but by His life in resurrection, which is a life of obedience; a disciple is
one who lives the divine life in his human life.

D.“l was in the recovery observing how Brother Watchman Nee acted
for eighteen years. All that [ observed in him became things discipling
me” (The Collected Works of Witness Lee, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital

Groups,” p. 76).

E.As the Lord's disciples, His learners, we are continually under His
training as the grace of God, who also appeared to us as “the kindness
and the love to man of our Savior God”; this grace is “training us that,
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denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and
righteously and godly in the present age, awaiting the blessed hope, even
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ"—
Titus 3:4; 2:11-13.

F. Because the sisters in the church life are the Lord's disciples, the older
sisters should be one with the Lord to train the young sisters “to love
their husbands, to love their children, to be of a sober mind, pure, workers
at home, good, subject to their own husbands, that the word of God would
not be blasphemed”—2:3-5.

G.As the Lord's disciples, we need to obey the Lord's word to “go and learn
what this means”; God desires to show mercy to pitiful sinners, so He
wants us to show mercy in love to others—Matt. 9:12-13; Micah 6:6-8;
Mark 12:33.

§ Day 3

III. The secret in Philippians 4 is to do all things in Christ as the
One who empowers us—v. 13; Hymns, #564:

A.Paul was a man in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2a), and he desired to be found in
Christ by others; in Philippians 4:13 he declared that he was able to do
all things in Him, the very Christ who empowered him; this is an all-
inclusive and concluding word concerning his experience of Christ; it
is the converse of the Lord's word in John 15:5 concerning our organic
relationship with Him: “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”

B.Paul had been altogether in the Jewish religion under the law and had
always been found by others in the law, but at his conversion he was
transferred from the law and his former religion into Christ and became “a
man in Christ"—2 Cor. 12:2a.
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C.Now he expected to be found in Christ by all who observed him; this
indicates that he aspired to have his whole being immersed in and
saturated with Christ so that all who observed him might find him fully
in Christ; only when we are found in Christ will Christ be expressed and
magnified—Phil. 3:9a; 1:20.

D.On the one hand, by the empowering of Christ we can live a contented life
(4:11-12); on the other hand, by the empowering of Christ we can be true,
dignified, righteous, pure, lovely, and well spoken of (v. 8).

E.Paul's word about Christ as the empowering One specifically applies to
Christ's empowering us to live Him as our human virtues and thereby to
magnify Him in His unlimited greatness; to live a life of these virtues is
much more difficult than doing a Christian work.

§ Day 4

IV. The practical way to do all things in Christ as the empowering
One is seen in Philippians 4:6-7: “In nothing be anxious, but
in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus”:

A.Christ Himself is the peace of God, which surpasses every man's

understanding—Isa. 9:6; John 14:27; Luke 7:50; Rom. 3:17; 5:1; 8:6;
15:13; 16:20.

B.To God denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living union and
communion, implying fellowship; hence, the sense of to God here is “in
the fellowship with God”"—Phil. 4:6.
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C. The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy
the peace of God; the peace of God is actually God as peace (v. 9) infused
into us through our fellowship with Him by prayer, as the counterpoise to
troubles and the antidote to anxiety (John 16:33).

D.The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ,
keeping us calm and tranquil (cf. Isa. 30:15a); if we would have a life free
of anxiety, we need to realize that all our circumstances, good or bad, have
been assigned to us by God in order to serve us in fulfilling our destiny to
gain Christ, live Christ, and magnify Christ (Rom. 8:28-30; Matt. 10:29-31;
2 Cor. 4:15-18).

§ Day 5

V. To learn the secret of doing all things in Christ as the
empowering One is to “pray to fellowship with Jesus,”
who is our King, our Lord, our Head, and our Husband
(Hymns, #784); prayer that contacts God consists of
words spoken genuinely from the heart:

A.We may be in a situation of sorrow, depression, and disappointment; we
should bring our problems to the Lord and tell Him about them; He is the
best listener; He knows our emotion, and He sympathizes with our heart;
He can comfort us and help us.

B.We should realize that when we have a thorough talk with the Lord and
pour out our heart to Him, our intimacy with the Lord is one step further,
and we know Him a little more; intimate contact with Him at these times
is hundreds of times better than our ordinary fellowship with Him; it is by
these contacts that we grow in life—Psa. 62:6-8; 56:8; cf. 1 Sam. 1:15.

C.If a person has never shed tears before the Lord, never shared his joy or
sorrow with the Lord, and never talked with the Lord about his private
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matters, he has never had any intimate fellowship with the Lord, and
he has never had any deep acquaintance with the Lord; one can only be
drawn closer to the Lord through telling Him everything.

D.He is sympathetic to every one of our problems; our Lord is willing to
bear all our anxieties, and He is happy to listen to our speaking; in order
to enjoy Him as the living water of life, we need to speak to Him as our
spiritual rock—Num. 20:8; 1 Cor. 10:4; Exo. 17:6; Hymns, #248.

§ Day 6

E. The title of Psalm 102 says, “A Prayer of an afflicted one, when he is
fainting and pours out his complaint before Jehovah”; we may complain
to God, but our complaining may be the best prayer, the most pleasant
prayer to God; while we are complaining, God is rejoicing because He is
causing all things to work together for good that we may be conformed to
the image of His Son—Rom. 8:28-209.

F. Psalm 73 is a record of the sincere prayer of the seeking psalmist who was
nearly stumbled by his own suffering and by the prosperity of the wicked;
he considered that he had purified his heart in vain because, instead of
enjoying material prosperity, he was plagued all day long and chastened
every morning—vv. 12-16:

1. The solution to the psalmist's perplexity concerning the prosperity of the
wicked was obtained in God's sanctuary (v. 17); first, God's sanctuary, His
habitation, is in our spirit (Eph. 2:22) and, second, it is the church (1 Tim.
3:15); to go into the sanctuary of God is to turn to our spirit and go to the
meetings of the church and the meetings of the ministry; in our spirit and in
the church we receive divine revelation and obtain the explanation to all our
problems.

2. Through his honest conversation with the Lord and his entering into God's
sanctuary, the Lord's seeker was eventually enlightened by the Lord to the
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:11-13 ...1 have learned, in whatever circumstances | am, to be
content. | know also how to be abased, and | know how to abound; in
everything and in all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and
to hunger, both to abound and to lack. I am able to do all things in Him
who empowers me.

[I have learned the secret literally means] “I have been initiated.” The
metaphor in Philippians 4:12 refers to a person’s being initiated into a
secret society with instruction in its rudimentary principles. After Paul was
converted to Christ, he was initiated into Christ and the Body of Christ. He
then learned the secret of how to take Christ as life, how to live Christ, how
to magnify Christ, how to gain Christ, and how to have the church life, all of
which things are rudimentary principles. (Phil. 4:12, footnote 4)

Today’s Reading

In the book of Philippians Paul uses a number of unusual expressions.
One of these expressions is found in verse 12 of chapter 4. Here Paul says, “In
everything and in all things [ have learned the secret.” The phrase learned the
secret indicates that Paul had come into a new situation, a new environment.
Whenever we are put in a new environment, we need to learn the secret
of living in that environment. For someone from the West to go to the Far
East is for him to go into a new environment. In order to live, he must learn
the secret of life there. For example, when brothers and sisters from the
United States visit the Far East, they need to learn the secret of eating with
chopsticks. If they do not learn the secret, they will not be able to eat.

In Philippians 4:12 ... Paul seems to be saying, “In all things I have been
instructed with the secret so that I know how to be in want and how to
abound. [ have been initiated with a type of secret knowledge.” What is the

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 1



sk 2 EE? HERBEXHEET XEmyHleR,
Frol gt R EMEVER; TEMEE HE, #EX
gLk, R ET =& [REMIREAFNE
w, JLEHMEGEE. | BT 2EEFERMRT,
A& R EHRE .

RFFL AT mE M ERARMELERNE
B, WEAFARRGF/U: RARGHUF T ZLE
TR, ZAARE., wRERELLE, K T-FTHYE
EETR, MERNEEAELT, E€ERTEN
BR! ERMAFIAAR, MRECRMARERRNE
T, FERANETR;, EFETHWETEER. £
ROARKAR, KPR EREMET. KFIFER
BEROEMET, T e WEECIEEE S F;
KPR AZE. AF%2. AMEEELEER, &
HRZE, T8FNEHB#HwEREHNEBEY,
HAKRMERARARERELEER, EZtEsfs
EBEEHRETARR, PEIFEEER,

EARE YR FEER. RMAZEREE M
, BEAXAEREARERMETESE. LKA, &K
FIRAGRAERRANA. KK EEFEEH
B, TEAXRBDEARMARKANEMRE, ok
Pk R LB, RPFEHR —VHER. 4
Pt xiE, HEFEER KMOTEEEEUSN
ETHEM. F=, KM ZRECEENE, BRE
KT EEEN; A7 EAEERMED.

KRETHZAw, BzF—%, FFEAKMES
EEETE. RFEARE, tREERMARTNE
EREMEE. B cBEME MR (FHEIXXE
—NENFEE—M, E—Z—FE—HH) ,

2HE: BRERAE, $1F.

O TFAAEKEEE A S - 55 28 REE

ot

-528

secret Paul learned? Because Paul had been instructed with the particular
secret, he could handle any situation, whether he was rich or poor, filled or
hungry. The secret is in Philippians 4:13: “I am able to do all things in Him
who empowers me.” The secret is not that Christ is in us; it is that we are in
Him.

Most of us do not know how to apply the fact that we are in Christ. Take
riding in a car to the meeting as an example. My secret in coming to the
meeting is simply to sit in the car and to let someone else drive. What a
problem it would be if I refused to get into the car or did not like being in the
car and did certain foolish things to get out of the car! On the day we were
saved, God put us into the heavenly car, the best car in the universe. The name
of this car is Christ. On the day we were saved, we were put into Him. If we
would exercise to be in Him in a practical way, we would not be active to do so
many things on our own. Instead, we would simply rest and be at peace. If we
are in Christ, we will be at rest and not endeavor to overcome negative things
such as our temper. Although we were put into Christ on the day we were
saved, to the feeling of many Christians they are not yet in Christ.

The secret of being in Him... needs to be put into practice. In order to
practice this secret, we first need to realize that Christ lives in us. Second,
we must deny the flesh and the natural man. We should count all things as
loss and not treasure or appreciate anything of our natural man, such as our
humility or other virtues. All our good points, attributes, and virtues need to
be counted as loss. We should not have any confidence in anything other than
Christ. Third, we should not do anything by ourselves, for we are not alone.
Another person lives in us.

Before we act, we should wait a while to see whether it is we or Christ
who is acting. By doing this we allow the Christ who dwells in us to live for
us. This is the practice of the secret. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of
Christ,” pp. 399-401)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 10
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 4:20-21 ...Learn Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have
been taught in Him as the reality is in Jesus.

Matt. 11:29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

In resurrection He [Christ] became the life-giving Spirit and entered into
them [the disciples]. He breathed Himself into them, saying, “Receive the
Holy Spirit” (John 20:22). In Genesis 2 God formed man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into man the breath of life (v. 7). This caused man to
become living, that is, a living person. On the day of His resurrection Christ
breathed Himself into His disciples, and they also became living. They were
made alive with the divine life. The Spirit of life and of reality who was
breathed into them would guide them into all the reality of what they had
observed of the Lord when they were with Him for three and a half years.

The followers of Christ were discipled through Christ’s human living on
the earth, as the model of a God-man—Iliving God by denying Himself in
humanity (John 5:19, 30), revolutionizing their concept concerning man (Phil
3:10; 1:21a). The concept of the disciples was revolutionized by what they
saw of the Lord Jesus living God by denying Himself in His humanity. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” p. 76)

Today’s Reading

They were discipled through Christ’s crucifixion to annul their human life
for them to live the divine life (Gal. 2:20). They were also discipled through
Christ’s resurrection to know Him as God’s firstborn Son (Rom. 1:4; Acts
13:33; Rom. 8:29). As the only begotten Son of God, Christ had only the
divine life and nature. He had nothing human. But as the firstborn Son of
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God, He is both divine and human. Christ had the human life and nature, but
He lived the divine life and nature through the denying of His human life and
nature. This was His divine and mystical living to disciple all His followers
for three and a half years. They were also discipled to know Christ as the life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45).

Christ’s resurrection was for the producing of the many sons of God as His
multiplication and increase (Heb. 2:10; John 12:24). If we open to the Spirit
within us as we prayerfully consider this fellowship, we will be discipled.
Only the discipled ones are the constituents of the vital groups. They have
been discipled to be vital. A disciple is one who lives the divine life in his
human life. The vitality of the ministry is due to a person’s living the divine
life out of his human life. Then what he utters is divine out of a crucified
human life. We need to deny our human life for the releasing of something
divine. This is the main factor of our being vital. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5,
“The Vital Groups,” pp. 76-77).

Christ is not only life to us but also an example (John 13:15; 1 Pet. 2:21).
We learn from Him (Matt. 11:29) according to His example, not by our
natural life but by Him as our life. According to the New Testament, the Lord
Jesus did not come into us as life directly. Rather, after living on earth for
thirty years, He ministered for another three and a half years. During the
thirty-three and a half years of His life on earth, He set up a pattern, a mold,
a model. This is a matter of great significance. One reason the four Gospels
were written was to show the pattern of the life that God desires, the mold
of the life that can satisfy God and fulfill His purpose. For this reason, the
New Testament gives us a unique biography, the biography of the Lord Jesus,
written from four directions. After the Lord Jesus set up the pattern revealed
in the Gospels, He was crucified on the cross and then He entered into
resurrection. It is in resurrection that He comes into us to be our life. (Life-
study of Ephesians, p. 393)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 46, 49, 93
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 12:2 I know a man in Christ...

Phil. 3:9 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness
which is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is out of God and based on faith.

Paul had been altogether in the Jewish religion under the law and
had always been found by others in the law. But at his conversion he was
transferred from the law and his former religion into Christ and became “a
man in Christ” (2 Cor. 12:2). Now he expected to be found in Christ by all
who observed him—the Jews, the angels, and the demons. This indicates that
he aspired to have his whole being immersed in and saturated with Christ
that all who observed him might find him fully in Christ. Only when we are
found in Christ will Christ be expressed and magnified (Phil. 1:20). (Phil. 3:9,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Christ lives in the believers for them to be able to do all things in Him
who empowers them ...(Phil. 4:13). To be empowered by Christ is to be
made dynamic inwardly. Christ dwells in us (Col. 1:27), and He empowers
us, makes us dynamic, from within, not from without. Paul was a person
in Christ (2 Cor. 12:2) and he desired to be found in Christ by others (Phil.
3:9). In 4:13 he declared that he could do all things in Christ, the One who
empowered him. This is an all-inclusive and concluding word of Paul’s
experience of Christ. It is the converse of the Lord’s word concerning our
organic relationship with Him in John 15:5, “Apart from Me you can do
nothing.” As long as we have Christ and are in Him, we can do all things in
Him.
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In Philippians 3 Paul testified that he pursued Christ in order to gain
Him and be found in Him. Now in 4:13 Paul says that he is in Him. In
Christ as the One who empowers him Paul could do all things. Christ was
his secret of sufficiency. By being in Him Paul could do all things in Him.
The “all things” in Philippians 4:13 refer to the things mentioned in verse
12 and to the virtues listed in verse 8... By the empowering of Christ we
can live a contented life (vv. 11-12) and be true, honorable, righteous,
pure, lovely, and well spoken of. This means that we are persons in
Christ, who empowers us to live out every kind of virtue. This is to live
Christ, to magnify Christ in His virtues.

Paul’s word about Christ as the empowering One specifically applies to
Christ’s empowering us to live Him as our human virtues and thereby to
magnify Him in His unlimited greatness...God created man in His image,
that is, in His attributes of love, light, holiness, and righteousness...The
six items, whatever is true, honorable, righteous, pure, lovely, and well
spoken of, are in these four divine attributes of love, light, holiness, and
righteousness. This is the real virtue, for it is the expression of Christ. To
live a life of all these virtues is much more difficult than doing a Christian
work. Many can preach the gospel, teach the Bible, and even establish
churches, but they are not able to live this kind of life, a life full of the
virtues of being true, honorable, righteous, pure, lovely, and well spoken
of. In order to live Christ as our human virtues for the expression of the
divine attributes, we need to be empowered by the indwelling Christ. If
we would experience Christ as the empowering One enabling us to do
all things in Him, we need to let Him live in us (Gal. 2:20), be formed in
us (Gal. 4:19), make His home in us (Eph. 3:17), and be magnified in us
(Phil. 1:20)...When Christ lives in us, is formed in us, makes His home in
us, and is magnified in us, the way is prepared for Him to empower us.
Then, empowered by the indwelling Christ, we shall be able to do all the
things spoken of in Philippians 4:8 through 12. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 1554-1556)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 2-3, 10-11
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 4:6-7 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and
petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and
the peace of God, which surpasses every man’s understanding, will guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

[To God in Philippians 4:6] denotes motion toward, in the sense of a living
union and communion, implying fellowship, hence,...in the fellowship with
God. (Phil. 4:6, footnote 4)

The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy the
peace of God. The peace of God is actually God as peace (Phil. 4:9) infused
into us through our fellowship with Him by prayer, as the counterpoise to
troubles and the antidote to anxiety (John 16:33). (Phil. 4:7, footnote 1)

The God of peace patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping
us calm and tranquil. (Phil. 4:7, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

Anxiety is opposed to forbearance. Anxiety is like a worm that devours
our ability to forbear. If we have no forbearance, it will be easy for us to be
upset or to lose our temper. Anger often comes out of anxiety. If [ am worried
about my future, my circumstances, or my family, [ will not be happy with
others. This worry will cause me to be upset with everyone. Only when we
are happy and contented do we have forbearance...One who is sorrowful and
discontented, on the contrary, is easily irritated or offended. Because Paul
was full of happiness and contentment, with him there was no anxiety but an
abundance of forbearance.

If we would have a life free of anxiety, we need to realize that all our
circumstances, good or bad, have been assigned to us by God. We need to
have this realization with a full assurance. Suppose a brother is in business
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as a merchant. His business may prosper, and he may earn a good deal of
money. Later his business may fail, and he may lose much more than he
earned. Both earning money and losing it are God’s assignment to him. If
this brother has the full assurance that his circumstances come from God'’s
assignment, he will be able to worship the Lord for His arrangement. Perhaps
losing money will benefit him more than earning money, for through such a
loss he may be perfected and built up.

Likewise, both illness and good health come from God as His assignment.
We should all aspire to be healthy. But sometimes good health does not
perfect us as much as a period of illness. Furthermore, when our health fails,
we may be more inclined to pray than when we are in good health.

The first prerequisite to having no anxiety is to have the full assurance
that all the sufferings we experience are God’s assignment... He knows what
we need.

When [ was very young, I read a story about a conversation between two
sparrows who were talking about the sorrows and the worries common
among human beings. One sparrow asked the other why people worry so
much. The other sparrow answered, “I don’t think they have a Father who
cares for them like we do. We don’t need to worry about anything because
our Father takes care of us.” Yes, our Father does care for us. But sometimes
He sends us hardships and sufferings to serve in fulfilling our destiny to
magnify Christ. We can be freed from worry, not because God has promised
us a life without suffering but because we know that all our circumstances
come to us as God’s assignment. Paul did not care about life or death. He
cared only that Christ would be magnified in him. He realized that every
circumstance was for his good. This is the way to have no anxiety.

Why do certain saints worry about losing money? Simply because their
desire is to have more money. Why are others anxious about their health? They
are anxious because they are afraid to die... If we lose money or even lose our
job, we need not be anxious. Such a loss comes from God’s assignment, and we
need not be anxious about it. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 530-532)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1959, vol. 3, “Lessons for New Believers,” Isns. 22-24
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 14:12And his disciples came and took the corpse and buried it;
and they came and reported the matter to Jesus.

Mark 6:30And the apostles...reported to Him all that they did and all
that they taught.

Num. 20:8 Take the rod, and gather the assembly,...and speak to the
rock...so that it yields its water...

The Lord Jesus is a person in whom men can most easily confide. He
allows others to tell Him anything. The Bible records many instances in
which the Lord spoke to men. But it does not record many instances of men
speaking to Him. To my knowledge, there are only two passages of Scripture
that talk about this. The first is in Matthew 14, where John’s disciples came
to tell the Lord something [v. 12]. The second is in Mark 6, where the Lord’s
own disciples came to tell Him something [v. 30]. One is a sad picture;
the other is a happy picture. One picture shows us that John the Baptist’s
disciples realized that their teacher was dead and had come to a tragic end.
What a sad thing this was! After John's disciples had buried their teacher,
they came to tell Jesus about it. The other picture shows us the Lord’s twelve
disciples being sent to preach the gospel, heal the sick, and cast out demons.
This was a happy experience, and the disciples came and told the Lord about
it. (CWWN, vol. 18, p. 327)

Today’s Reading

Men can easily tell the Lord what they want to say. Any words can be told
to Him...Many times we need someone to share our sorrow or joy, but we are
unable to find someone... If we encounter a difficult or unsolvable problem,
we want to tell others, but they may think that it is an unimportant matter. It
is something very important and crucial to us. But when we tell others about
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it, they ignore us. Sometimes we tell others about something very joyous, but
they do not understand and share our joy. At other times we feel depressed,
but others cannot share our depression.

Some would bury their dead and then say, “Everything with me is over. |
have lost all hope. He is dead, and I have lost everything. Everything I had left
with him.” Yet these are the times when we should draw near to the Lord. We
can tell the Lord our sorrow. He will not rebuke us as being too worldly, too
affectionate, or too attached to our dead ones. He knows our emotion, and He
sympathizes with our heart. Some may have never experienced the sorrow of
losing their parents, wife, brothers, or relatives. Nevertheless, when they lose
something,...they feel...that everything around them has lost its ardor; they
find no way out. At such times...they should bury the corpse, like the disciples
of John did, and go and tell the Lord. We should realize that when we have
a thorough talk with the Lord and pour out our heart to Him, our intimacy
with the Lord is one step further, and we know Him a little more. Intimate
contact with Him at these times is hundreds of times better than our ordinary
fellowship with Him. By these contacts we advance in life. We should bring
our problems to the Lord and tell Him about them. He can comfort us and help
us. If a person has never shed tears before the Lord, if he has never shared his
joy or sorrow with the Lord, and if he has never talked with the Lord about
his private matters, he has never had any intimate fellowship with the Lord;
he has never had any deep acquaintance with Him. We are not saying that you
cannot ask others to pray for you or ask others to help you. We are saying that
one can only be drawn closer to the Lord through telling Him everything.

No matter what we tell Him, He will listen...He is sympathetic to every one
of our problems. He cares for the affairs of us all. In His heart, there seems
to be no one else’s affairs but ours. He bears all our sorrows...Our Lord is
willing to bear all our anxieties and patient to listen to our speaking. (CWWN,
vol. 18, pp. 327-329)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 & 2 Samuel, msg. 6; Life-study of Joshua,
msg. 9; CWWN, vol. 18, issue no. 34, “Tell Him”
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Psa. 142:2 | pour out my complaint before Him; | declare my trouble
before Him.

73:16-17 When | considered this in order to understand it, it was a
troublesome task in my sight, until I went into the sanctuary of God; then
| perceived their end.

The Lord in His sovereignty may allow us to lose our money, but when
every cent is gone, God is still here. We may complain to God, but our
complaining may be the best prayer, the most pleasant prayer to God. While
we are complaining, God is rejoicing because He is causing all things to work
together for good that we may be conformed to the image of His firstborn
Son. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” p. 488)

Today’s Reading

Psalm 102:7 says, “I watch, and I am like / A lone sparrow on a housetop.”
The “housetop” here refers to the flat roof of a Jewish house. People would
often go to the housetop to pray [cf. Acts 10:9]... Since Psalm 102:7 refers to
Christ, this verse indicates that when the Lord Jesus was on earth, probably
there were times when in the night He, like a lone sparrow on a housetop,
would watch and pray, caring for God’s interest. This was also the situation
of the writer of this psalm. Because of the devastation of Zion, he could not
sleep or stay in bed. Instead, he went to the housetop where he poured out
his complaint to God, asking Him to look upon Zion, the city, and the temple.

Verse 7 is a particular verse concerning Christ’s suffering, His affliction.
His affliction was related to His zeal for God’s house (John 2:17; Psa. 69:9).
In His suffering Christ was a watcher,; caring not for His own interest but for
the interest of God’s house...This was an aspect of Christ’s suffering... Christ’s
suffering was for the producing of the church.
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Psalm 73:2 through 16 is a record of the sufferings and puzzles of the
God-seeking psalmist. Verse 2... indicates that the psalmist was nearly
stumbled by the situation concerning the prosperity of the wicked (vv. 3-12)...
This pious seeker of God was suffering, but if he had told others about his
situation, they would have been stumbled and would have said, “Whoever
keeps the law will be prosperous” [Psa. 1]. However, here is one who kept
the law, yet was not at all prosperous. In 73:16 the psalmist tells us that he
was puzzled. “When I considered this in order to understand it, / It was a
troublesome task in my sight.” This is a heavy word. The more the psalmist
considered the situation, the more he was troubled and puzzled.

The psalmist obtained the solution in the sanctuary of God [v. 17]...Where
is God’s sanctuary today? First, God’s sanctuary, His habitation, is in our
spirit. Second, God’s sanctuary is the church. Thus, to go into the sanctuary of
God, we need to turn to our spirit and then go to the meetings of the church.
Once we are in the sanctuary—in the spirit and in the church—we will have
another view, a particular perception, of the situation concerning the wicked.

“Whom do I have in heaven but You? / And besides You there is nothing I
desire on earth” (v. 25). This verse reveals that God’s pure seeker would have
God as his only possession in heaven and his unique desire on earth. God was
the psalmist’s unique goal. The psalmist did not care for anything except God
and gaining Him... [Similarly], Paul said that he counted all things as refuse
in order to gain Christ [Phil. 3:8].

Psalm 73 ends with these words: “My flesh and my heart fail, / But God
is the rock of my heart and my portion forever” (v. 26). Here we have the
answer to the psalmist’s question concerning his suffering and the prosperity
of the wicked. The one who does not care for God may gain many things and
seem to prosper. However, the one who cares for God will be restricted by
God and even stripped by God of many things. (Life-study of the Psalms, pp.
419, 353-355)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Ultimate Significance of the
Golden Lampstand,” ch. 4; Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 37, 30
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

I have learned the wondrous secret
Experience of Christ — Abiding in Him

L i 71 i
1. I havelearned the wondrous se-cret Of a - bid - ingin the Lord; I have tast-ed life’s pure

6 D E E'/GH A AT/cH D A/E D
| |
¢
¢ foun-tain, I am drink - ing of His word; I have found thestrengthand sweetness Of a -
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bid - ing’neath the blood I have lost my -self in Je-sus, I am sink - ing in - to
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- bid-ingin the Lord And con - fid-ingin Hisword; I am hiding in the bosom of His love.
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Yes, a - biding in the Lord And con - fid-ingin His word, I am hiding inthe bosom of His love.

2.1 am crucified with Jesus,

And He lives and dwells with me;

I have ceased from all my struggling,
"Tis no longer I, but He.

All my will is yielding to Him,
And His Spirit reigns within;

And His precious blood each moment
Keeps me cleansed and free from sin.
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Week Three

Being One in Soul to Enjoy Christ
by Thinking the One Thing, by Being One
with Christ in His Inward Parts,
and by Allowing God to Operate in Us
the Willing and the Working
for His Good Pleasure

Hymns: 750

Scripture Reading: Phil. 1:4, 8, 18, 25, 27; 2:2, 12-13, 17-18, 28-29;
3:1; 4:1, 4,10, 15-16

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. Strictly speaking, Philippians is a book not only on the
experience of Christ but also on the enjoyment of Christ;
the experience of Christ is primarily in our spirit, but the
enjoyment of Christ is in our soul (our mind, emotion, and will):

A.Since Philippians is concerned with the experience and enjoyment of
Christ, which issue in joy, it is a book filled with joy and rejoicing—1:4,
18, 25; 2:2,17-18, 28-29; 3:1; 4:1, 4.

B. The saints in Philippi had fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel,
through the apostle Paul's ministry; this participation included their
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of Christ is the problem they have in the soul; if you do not have much
enjoyment of Christ, it indicates that you are not one in soul, joined in
soul—Phil. 2:2.

§ Day 3

II. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to think the one
thing: the one thing in Philippians refers to the subjective
knowledge, experience, and enjoyment of Christ; the one
thing is the pursuing of Christ to gain Him, lay hold of Him,
and possess Him—1:20-21; 2:2, 5; 3:7-14; 4:13:

A.In order to live in the reality of the Body of Christ, we must enjoy Christ by
loving Him to the uttermost, and in order to love Him, our thoughts need
to be rescued from being hardened (2 Cor. 3:14), blinded (4:4), rebellious
(10:4-5), and corrupted (11:2-3).

B.Our thinking should be focused on the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ and the experience and enjoyment of Christ; focusing on anything
else causes us to think differently, thus creating dissensions among us—1
Cor. 1:10; Phil. 3:8-9, 15; 4:2.

C. The one thing, the unique thing, in the Lord's recovery is God's eternal
economy with Christ as the centrality and universality—Col. 3:10-11:

1. The one thing that should be focused on, stressed, and ministered in the
Lord's recovery is the eternal economy of God—1 Tim. 1:3-4.

2. The content of God's eternal economy is Christ; actually, Christ Himself in His
full ministry of three stages is the divine economy (John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b;
Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6); God's desire is to have a recovery purely and wholly of
the person of Christ (Col. 1:17b, 18b; 2 Cor. 12:2a; 2:10; 3:3).

D.Among the Philippians there was dissension in their thinking (Phil. 4:2),
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which troubled the apostle; hence, he asked them to think the same thing,
even the one thing, that they might make his joy full (2:2):

1.To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God's
economy; God's economy is that we think the one thing; in the church life
we need to help all the saints to think the one thing; our thoughts should
be focused on and filled with the enjoyment of Christ for the church life, the
Body life.

2.Because of the dissension in their thinking, the Philippian believers had
different levels of love (v. 2); they did not have the same love toward all
the saints for the keeping of oneness; if our love toward the saints has been
regulated and dealt with, then we will enjoy Christ as we love the saints.

3. Being one in soul, joined in soul, is not only for the experience of Christ but
even more for the enjoyment of Christ; in order to enjoy Christ, we need to
have a proper soul, a “co-soul” that is one with the souls of other saints.

§ Day 4

III. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to be one with
Christ in His emotions, His “inward parts,” signifying His
inward affection, tender mercy, and sympathy—Phil. 1:8:

A.As a man, Christ's experiences in His inward parts included His love,
desire, delight, and feeling—Psa. 16:3, 7 (see footnotes in the Recovery
Version).

B.Paul did not live a life in his natural inner being; he lived a life in the
inward parts of Christ; if we would be those who are experientially
in Christ, we must be in His inward parts, in His tender and delicate
feelings—Col. 3:12.

C.In the book of Philemon we have a picture of the Body life lived in the
inward parts of Christ Jesus—vv. 7, 10-12, 20:
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1. While Onesimus was in prison at Rome with Paul, he was saved through Paul,
who referred to him as “my child, whom [ have begotten in my bonds”—uv. 10.

2. When Paul sent Onesimus back with his Epistle to Philemon, Paul said, “Him
[Onesimus] I have sent back to you—him, that is, my very heart”—uv. 12.

3.Paul's inward affection and compassions went with Onesimus to Philemon;
the words very heart are literally the same as inward parts in Philippians 1:8,
which signify inward affection, tenderheartedness, and compassions—Col. 3:12.

D.Paul lived in the reality of the Body of Christ by taking Christ's feeling as
his own feeling; Christ's feeling for the Body became his feeling for the
Body; this is most necessary for our living the Body life—2 Cor. 12:15.

E.If we deny ourselves and identify ourselves with the Body, there will be
no separation or disconnection from the Body; the life we live will fully be
the Body life, and the Lord will gain the expression of His Body on earth
today—Matt. 16:24; Eph. 4:16.

F. The more we live in the inward parts of Christ Jesus, the greater will
be our consciousness of the Body of Christ and the stronger will be our
feeling for the Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:26-27; Rom. 12:15.

§ Day 5

IV. In order for us to be one in soul, we need to work out our
own salvation by cooperating with the inner energizing God,
who operates in us both the “willing and the working for His
good pleasure”—Phil. 2:12-13:

A.We work out our own salvation because God works within us; we may say
that we do not have the willingness, but God is working the willingness
into us for the working out of His good pleasure; the willing is within, and
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the working is without.

B.We need to exercise our spirit with our subdued and resurrected
will to choose to work out our own salvation by cooperating with the
indwelling Triune God, who operates within us the willing for His good
pleasure.

C. Our transformed will can be seen typologically in Song of Songs 4:4; this
verse says that the Lord's loving seeker has a “neck like the tower of
David, / Built for an armory: / A thousand bucklers hang on it, / All the
shields of the mighty men”:

1. The Bible speaks of those who walk according to their self-will, who are
stubborn and proud, as stiff-necked ones (Isa. 3:16); hence, the neck denotes
man's will; the Lord considers the submission of man's will as the most
beautiful thing in man.

2.The neck being like a tower signifies that the seeker's will has been
strengthened by God to the point that she no longer loves the world and is no
longer affected by Satan; her will has been brought into complete submission
to David (who signifies Christ), and her will has been taken captive by Christ.

3.The armory stored within the tower signifies the victory of Christ for the
preservation of the believer's will from the enemy's usurpation; bucklers and
shields are for protection; and the mighty men denote strength.

4. In summary, Song of Songs 4:4 indicates that the believer is willing to submit
to Christ's will, and her will is as strong as a tower for carrying out His
will; she is on guard vigilantly and does not allow the enemy to usurp her
submissive will.

§ Day 6

D.Our experience of Christ as our life of obedience in order to work out our
own salvation is seen in type with the ark that Noah built; to build the
ark is to build up the practical and present Christ as God's salvation in
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our experience for the building up of the Body of Christ as the corporate
Christ for God's good pleasure—Phil. 2:8, 12-13:

1. What Noah worked on and entered into was God's salvation, the ark; we
should have a practical and present Christ into whom we can enter as God's
salvation.

2.The ark is a type of Christ, not only the individual Christ but also the
corporate Christ, the church, which is the Body of Christ and the new man—
Gen. 6:14; 1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 3:10-11.

3. By building the ark and entering into it, Noah was not only saved from God's
judgment on the evil generation through the flood but was also separated
from that generation and ushered into a new age—Gen. 8:13-19; 1 Pet. 3:20.

4. Likewise, by building the church and entering into the church life through
building up the practical and present Christ as God's salvation in our
experience, we will be saved from God's judgment on today's evil generation
through the great tribulation (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 1 Thes. 5:3);
separated from that generation (Luke 21:36; Rev. 3:10); and ushered into a
new age, the age of the millennium.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:4-5 Always in my every petition on behalf of you all, making my
petition with joy, for your fellowship unto the furtherance of the gospel
from the first day until now.

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

The saints in Philippi had fellowship unto the gospel, participating in
the furtherance of the gospel through the apostle Paul’s ministry. This
participation included their financial contributions to the apostle (Phil.
4:10,15-16), which issued in the furtherance of the gospel. This kind of
fellowship, which kept them from being individualistic and diversely
minded, implies that they were one with the apostle Paul and with one
another. This gave them the ground for their experience and enjoyment of
Christ, which is the main point of Philippians. The Christ-experiencing and
-enjoying life is a life in the furtherance of the gospel, a gospel-preaching
life, not individualistic but corporate. Hence, there is the fellowship unto the
furtherance of the gospel. The more fellowship we have in the furtherance
of the gospel, the more Christ we experience and enjoy. This Kkills our self,
ambition, preference, and choice. (Phil. 1:5, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

The experience of Christ is a matter primarily in our spirit, but the
enjoyment of Christ is in our soul. To experience Christ is one thing, and
to enjoy Christ is another... Sometimes we experience Christ not in the
way of enjoyment but in the way of suffering. We may say, “I must take
Christ as my life and live by Him. I have to experience Christ.” But this
is not the enjoyment of Christ. Like children who eat without enjoying
their food, many times we experience Christ without enjoying Him.
Instead of enjoying Christ, we suffer. Thus, we can have the experience
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of Christ without the enjoyment of Christ. The problem here is with our
soul.

Strictly speaking, Philippians is a book not only on the experience of
Christ but also on the enjoyment of Christ. In Philippians 3:8 Paul says
that for the sake of Christ he counted all things as refuse. This is not only
a matter of experience but also a matter of enjoyment. The excellency of
the knowledge of Christ (v. 8) also indicates enjoyment. Excellency is not
mainly for experience but for enjoyment. In chapter 3 Paul seemed to be
saying, “Formerly, I, Saul of Tarsus, enjoyed my status. | was a Hebrew of
the Hebrews and a Pharisee. But now I count all things loss for Christ.”
The refuse, the dog food, mentioned in verse 8, indicates no enjoyment. No
human being can have enjoyment from dog food...With the enjoyment of
Christ there is a pleasant taste.

The reason for writing the Epistle to the Philippians was that, although
they were for the Lord and cared for His servant and were very good in their
spirit, they had a problem in their soul because they did not think the same
thing. In their thinking they had a problem. Hence, Paul wrote this Epistle to
advise them and even to beg them to be one in soul.

I am somewhat concerned that you may not have very much enjoyment
of Christ...As time has gone by, you may have lost this enjoyment. The reason
for this is that there is a problem in the soul. Either the sisters are too much
in the emotion, or the brothers are too much in the mind. But we all have a
problem with our stubborn will... Many of those who have been in the Lord’s
recovery a long time are like children eating food without enjoying it...The
young people may be very active in preaching the gospel on the campuses.
They may pray, praise, and shout Hallelujah. But all this may become merely
the carrying out of a duty... If you do not have much enjoyment of Christ,
it indicates that you are not one in soul. Your thoughts and emotions differ
from those of others. The reason Euodias and Syntyche were not one [cf. 4:2]
was that they had a problem in the soul. They were not thinking the same
thing. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 338-341)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” chs. 1-6
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:27 Only, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ...that you stand firm in one spirit, with one soul striving together
along with the faith of the gospel.

2:20 For I have no one like-souled who will genuinely care for what
concerns you.

Rom. 12:2 ...Be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may
prove what the will of God is...

We need not only to stand firm in one spirit in order to experience Christ
but also to strive together with one soul along with the faith of the gospel. To
be of one soul for the gospel work is more difficult than to be in one spirit for
the experience of Christ (see Phil. 2:20). To be of one soul requires that, after
having been regenerated in our spirit, we go further and be transformed in
our soul, especially in our mind, which is the main and leading part of our
soul. (Phil. 1:27, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

To be one in soul means to be one in our affection, love, thought, and
decisions. Such oneness is very practical. If we want to experience Christ,
we need to be one in soul. If we are not one in our affections, thoughts, and
decisions, we are not one in soul. As long as we are not one in soul, we are
not in the fellowship unto the gospel.

One thought flows from Philippians 1:27 through 2:8... When I read
1:27 years ago, I thought that conduct worthy of the gospel was behavior
that was perfect before those to whom we preach the gospel. But this is
not Paul’s meaning here... Paul does not speak here of loving our wives,
submitting to our husbands, honoring our parents, or behaving in a kind,
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lovable manner. Rather, he tells us to stand firm in one spirit with one soul.
If we are not in one spirit with one soul, then our conduct is not worthy
of the gospel. No matter how many of us there may be in a locality or on a
campus, in our preaching of the gospel everyone must be fully impressed
that we are in one spirit and with one soul. Nothing is more convincing
than this. When all the members in the church are in one spirit with one
soul, this oneness will be convincing, subduing, and attractive. When we
have such a subduing and convincing oneness, we will experience Christ
and enjoy Him. We will enjoy Christ by being in one spirit with one soul.
By preaching the gospel we express our oneness in spirit and in soul.
When we preach the gospel in this way, we have the enjoyment of Christ.
The more we preach like this, the more we enjoy Christ. We will be able to
say, “We don’t care mainly for how many souls are saved or for how many
people are brought to the Lord. We are enjoying the Lord.” We will be full
of enjoyment, and the preaching of the gospel will be a feast. If we do not
sense that we are feasting on Christ as we preach the gospel, something is
wrong. We lack the oneness in spirit and in soul. But if we are in one spirit
with one soul, the number of people saved through our preaching of the
gospel will be secondary. The primary thing is that in the course of our
preaching, we will be feasting on Christ and enjoying Him. We will have not
only experience but also enjoyment.

If we would remain in the fellowship unto the gospel by the bountiful
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, we need to be in one spirit with one soul.
In Philippians the special point regarding the experience of Christ is this
matter of being with one soul. Being one in soul is not only for the experience
of Christ but even the more for the enjoyment of Christ. Our experience of
Christ should also be an enjoyment of Christ. For example, children may eat
food under the threat of being disciplined if they do not eat, but they may
not enjoy what they are eating. Likewise, if we are merely in one spirit, we
may experience Christ and yet not enjoy Him. To experience Christ with
enjoyment we need to be in one spirit with one soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Experience of Christ,” pp. 334, 342-343, 347)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Secret of Experiencing Christ,” ch. 9
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the
same love, joined in soul, thinking the one thing.

3:8 But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom
I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may
gain Christ.

[The Philippians] were to obey Paul’s word regarding thinking the one
thing and being joined in soul [Phil. 2:12,2]. The one thing that they were to
think is the experience of Christ for the Body life. We may also say that it is
the enjoyment of Christ for the Body life. Paul was imploring the Philippians
to think this one thing.

This one thing is clearly revealed in Philippians 3, where Paul speaks of
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord (v. 8). To experience
Christ as our enjoyment for the church is excellent... Anything other than
this one thing is refuse, food for dogs, not something for us Christians. As
children of God, we should not feed on dog food. Rather, we should eat at the
table. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 355)

Today’s Reading

Although the Philippians had been transformed from dogs into children
of God, at a certain point they turned away to dog food. We can easily do the
same thing today. The trash can, the place where the dog food, the refuse, is
cast, is primarily in the mind in the case of the brothers and in the emotion in
the case of the sisters. Therefore, to think the one thing and to be one in soul
eliminates the trash can and all the dog food that is in it. We were reborn as
children of God, not in our mind or in our emotion but in our spirit...When
we get into our spirit, we find ourselves at the dining table where Christ is.
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The Lord Jesus Christ is our food, and the dining table is in our spirit.

In Philippians 2 Paul was encouraging the Philippians to think the one
thing and to be one in soul. The one thing is not merely the objective Christ
but the subjective experience of Christ as our enjoyment for the church life.
This one thing should occupy our mind all the time. We should constantly be
thinking about how to experience Christ as our rich enjoyment so that we
may have the proper church life. The Body life is the issue of the experience
and enjoyment of Christ. When we enjoy Christ, the church life spontaneously
issues forth. Thus, the church life comes out of our experience of Christ. In
the church life we help all the saints to think one thing— the enjoyment of
Christ for the church life. We all think of the experience of Christ for the Body
life.

To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God’s
economy. God’s economy is that we think the one thing. Has a certain brother
offended you? You should not think about that offense, for God’s economy does
not allow you to do so...This is a serious matter. Murmuring is also rebellious.
God’s economy does not allow us to murmur. To do so is to be disobedient.

We all have our disposition, and we all are accustomed to murmuring,
reasoning, and complaining. But if we are enlightened concerning reasoning
and murmuring, we will say, “Lord, forgive my rebellion. [ don’t want to be a
rebel in Your economy. Rather, | want to be obedient, obeying Your economy
to think the one thing. Although certain ones have offended me, I do not want
to think about the offenses. Instead, | want to think only of the enjoyment
and experience of Christ.”

Paul’s word [in 2:2] about having the same love is a weighty word. It is a
strong indication that the Philippians had a love that was on different levels.
Our situation today is the same... For some, our love is too cold; for others,
it is too hot. Our love should be moderate toward everyone. Whether or not
our love is proper depends on whether or not we enjoy Christ in our loving
of others. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 356, 363,
344)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 1, pp. 142-146
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:8 For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward
parts of Christ Jesus.

Col. 3:12 Put on therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
inward parts of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering.

Philem. 12 Him I have sent back to you—him, that is, my very heart.

In longing after the saints, the apostle was one with Christ even in the
bowels, the tender inward parts, of Christ. This indicates that for Paul to
enjoy Christ meant that he was one with Christ’s inward parts. (Phil. 1:8,
footnote 1)

Since we are the members of the Body of Christ, we should have a feeling
for the Body...We must take the feeling of the Head as our own feeling...
[According to Philippians 1:8], Paul took the inward parts of Christ Jesus as
his own inward parts in caring for the church. This also means that he took
care of the Body of Christ by taking Christ’s feeling as his own feeling...We all
should be like Paul, taking the feeling of the Head as our own feeling. This is
most necessary for our living the Body life.

We should deny ourselves and should identify ourselves with the Body.
By doing this, there will be no separation or disconnection from the Body.
The life that we live will fully be the Body life, and the Lord will gain the
expression of His Body. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 2, p. 94)

Today’s Reading

We who believe in the Lord Jesus are joined to Him and are one with
Him; hence, His inward parts are our inward parts... After we are saved,
the Lord Jesus enters into our being, and we have His inward parts. Hence,
we no longer walk or conduct ourselves according to our inward parts but

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 7



NN

RE--NWEASREEETEMRLG, ZEHEZTHHHO
e A8 A lﬁbk?ﬁ%%@i”@/\é’]*ﬁ/&, J7
RHEFTHEE—, ETEHEHEL (TETXE
—NWN\Z=ZFF—M, ZH<E=ZN/\E) .

FRAEWNGME, FEAERAMKENEGET
BRRWE (=3, —13) . BREHFEL, EX
BERmmN., ARAWN. EEHWN, EWETANL
Fo MEMAMTERARE, REBEEEEZE, £
&ﬁA%m = AR ER A, LT ZLHWE.

EHNEFERRERERERSF, BEFEREEKRT. &
A&ﬁﬁ%%%%aﬁif B 2|4 £ AFARE,

FEFI P9+ —% (BB ETHRUHEIM) 44A
Hﬁ,&zﬁﬁmﬁ BE., BB A M
A FEE, (#m4-) &Eﬁ&ﬁmﬁ B e
%1z =, ﬁﬁ@a@@#ﬂﬁ%% (+=H R, )
B, m%, %ﬁmﬁ BE. %m\%mo%ﬁm
TE B 1E B A

I ] B e 7 B 2 HEA P AR ' &

REETEZTURER, RERAM, M T AN
ﬂ,%%A%@om[%%JEE%%%W&ML%
Al BRHEBTEAERORETE. - REERAFEE
@ﬁ%Aﬁﬁ%%@%@?m%%m%&ﬂﬁﬁX%E
Mz T, HEMO LA, REFTEE R T2
MR RE, EREMGITHE B CH R MAR X,

FUEX BRI AEAINEZTEEE T O LA
P ET R, [MEERTHHET X, REMW®
ERWEME. AiEFE LRFERE, | I AFTE
EHEA AR, FHBEMRE. AP AR ZE K
B, HRFEMAE R A DR R B A AR K Z B
By (ERIPEEaEE, W, EE/NE) .

S TBRENGENEE, FH. <F.

O T AEKEEASEREIEE - S 3B REES -8 H

according to His inward parts.

Paul’s longing after the saints was in the Lord, even in the inward parts
of the Lord Jesus. Therefore, it was not his longing in himself alone; rather, it
was his longing in the Lord, in his union with the Lord. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 1,
“The Subjective Experience of the Indwelling Christ,” pp. 259-260)

During his imprisonment, Paul begot Onesimus through the Spirit with
the eternal life of God (John 3:3; 1:13). In Greek the name Onesimus means
“profitable, useful, helpful”; it was a common name for slaves. He was
Philemon’s purchased bondslave, who, according to Roman law, had no human
rights. He ran away from his master, committing a crime which could bring the
death penalty. While he was in prison at Rome with the apostle, he was saved
through him. Now the apostle sends him back with this Epistle to his master.

The word useless in Philemon 11 also means “not of service, profitless.”
This refers to Onesimus’s running away from Philemon...Onesimus became
of service because he had been converted and was willing to return to
Philemon. Literally, the Greek word for heart [in verse 12] means “bowels”...
It signifies inward affection, tenderheartedness, compassions. Paul’s inward
affection and compassions went with Onesimus to Philemon.

After begetting this child, Paul did not neglect him or leave him as an
orphan in the care of others...He even referred to him as “my very heart.”
Mothers often feel this way toward their child... Do you have this kind
of feeling concerning one whom you have brought to the Lord?... Paul
considered Onesimus not only his child, but also his heart. For Paul to send
his child to Philemon meant that he also sent his heart to him.

There are some parents who do not regard their children in the flesh as
their own heart. They may say within themselves, “God has given me this
child, and it is my duty to take care of him. In this matter I have no choice.”
Often Christians who bring others to the Lord have a similar attitude. In
contrast to Paul, they lack a deep parental concern for the one saved through
them. (Life-study of Philemon, pp. 3, 6)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “The Subjective Experience of the
Indwelling Christ,” chs. 4, 6

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 8



ME =12 ~13 [ ---3t 3 BB &%, 1FXxMMMA
TR E, BET A AEAERGERE, ERME
Wi, A2 ERTE, ]

Fhvg 4 [ROGFAAIF R KB E LR ERZ NG
HE, PR — TR, HRPEaEM. ]

KM TR E R B R, ZHBMERME
WEAT,. WEREY., BLRLEEE, (B4 £ FK A
ZEwm. Z#MFEAEE R, 2HFRMPAEMRZRME
FHERM, RFIELAEM, REALEETHRNKE,
BERMEARLECHKE, NWTFREFTEHN, WwREET
b AEfReR, B A EZ: [ R F 4038 44 15 R A
EWEATHE? ERMETET, FRMIELTE.
SR, MR A IR, EHTEERETELT, FI4K
TE. b ERETET, FRBEERMNEITE,
METHERTE. A, RAFERECIEEE., |
(ZFEEXXE—NENFEE M, WAN_EWN=F)

=Ry Ex:1=]

DUHERE; ERMAMER, 2EFHRGRM, &
ERMEHET? KRR FREAEFHET, - (J712)
EFRGEAM . A, EROALEBERELECH
B, MR ERMETET, ERMLILTE,
Fl & #EAT, FrUARMIREATH . Sat 8 B — AT R
FHE T AR, mRE T, REREBEERET,
Ak, HarmaRfEwmEST, TUKRMETE. £
m, ETERERRNE, MaTXWE, E—K
MR EE, TraRMTREEZEeRMREE MR

O TFAAEKEEEHES S - 55 3 8 REE

ot

-598

WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:12-13 ...Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for it is God who operates in you both the willing and the working for His
good pleasure.

S. S. 4:4 Your neck is like the tower of David, built for an armory: a
thousand bucklers hang on it, all the shields of the mighty men.

We can work out our own salvation because God works within us. God is
mysterious, invisible, and abstract, but He is nonetheless within us. We need
to be in fear and trembling lest we miss God, who is our daily salvation. If we
miss Him, we miss this practical salvation. It may seem that it is impossible
for us to work out our own salvation. If the Philippians had said this, Paul
might have replied, “Don’t you know that God is working in you? He is
working in you both the willing and the working. You may say that you do
not have the willingness. But God is working the willingness into you. He is
also working in you for the working out of His good pleasure. He works in
and you work out. Thus, there is no need for you to do the work by yourself.
(CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 359)

Today’s Reading

Take the example of driving a car. When we drive a car, does the car move
us, or do we move the car? We do not have the power to move the car. Thus,
it is the car that moves us... Likewise, as we work out our salvation with
fear and trembling, God is working in us both the willing and the working.
Because He works in, we can work out. This is like driving a car that is
already running. If the car were not running, we could not drive it. In like
manner, because God is working within us, we are able to work. Eventually,
this is not something fearful; it is an enjoyment. The only reason to be fearful
is that we may miss the mysterious, marvelous God within us. We need to
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care for the indwelling God. If we take care of Him, He will drive the car; that
is, He will work in us so that we may work out our salvation. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 359)

The Bible speaks of those who walk according to their self-will, who are
stubborn and proud, as stiff-necked ones (Isa. 3:16). Hence, the neck denotes
man’s will under God. The Lord considers the submission of man’s will as
the most beautiful thing in man. In Song of Songs 4:4 there are two aspects
of a submissive will. First, “your neck is like the tower” A tower describes a
condition that is opposite to that of a hunchback... In the Bible, hunchbacks
are bound by Satan to face the earth all the time (Luke 13:11, 16). The neck
being like a tower means that the person is released; there is no bondage of
Satan and no love for the world. A tower also means strength. The maiden’s
will has been strengthened by God to the point that she no longer loves
the world and is no longer affected by Satan. Second, “your neck is like the
tower of David” [S. S. 4:4]. This is not an ordinary tower, but the tower of
David. In addition to the sense of strength and deliverance, we also see that
the maiden’s will has been brought into complete submission to David. Her
strength lies in her submission to Christ, and her deliverance also lies in her
submission to Christ. We should all realize the importance of being taken
captive by Christ.

What is the use of this tower? It is “built for an armory.” This means that
spiritual warfare is fought for the purpose of claiming the will. The armory
stored within the tower signifies the victory of Christ for the preservation
of the believers’ will from the enemy’s usurpation. However, the weapons
are not for attack, but for defense. Therefore, only bucklers and shields are
mentioned...”"Mighty men” denotes strength. In summary, this verse indicates
that the maiden is willing to submit completely to David’s will. She is as
strong as a tower in carrying out David’s will. She is on guard vigilantly and
does not allow the enemy to usurp her submissive will. (CWWN, vol. 23, “The
Song of Songs,” pp. 61-62)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 3
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Gen. 6:14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood...

Matt. 24:37-39 For just as the days of Noah were, so will the coming of
the Son of Man be. For as they were in those days before the flood...until
the day in which Noah entered into the ark, and they did not know that
judgment was coming until the flood came and took all away...

[Noah] worked with God and for God. What he worked on and entered
into was just God’s salvation, the ark (Gen. 7:7)... Many Christians only know
a historical and distant Christ. But according to the picture that we see with
Noah, we should have a present and practical Christ whom we can enter
into, not just a historical Christ or a Christ of distance. And we should work
together with God on Christ. Christ is our ark, and in the local churches we
are building up this ark. It may sound strange to us to hear that we should
build up Christ. But look at Noah. He was building up the ark, and as today’s
Noahs, we also should build up Christ. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine
Dispensing of the Divine Trinity,” pp. 179-180)

Today’s Reading

Today we are saved, but we still need to work on Christ. Noah also was
saved before he began working on the ark... Since he was already saved, why
did he need to build the ark? He needed further salvation from the corrupted
world.

Paul told us in Philippians 2:12 that we need to be obedient and to work
out our own salvation with fear and trembling. Although we have been saved,
we still need to work out our salvation. God’s salvation is not so short or
so brief or so simple. God’s salvation has a long span...Today we are in the
passage of God’s salvation. We have entered into this passage. Now we are
going through this passage, and our going through is our working...The more
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[Noah] built the ark, the more he passed through God'’s salvation. Eventually,
he entered into what he worked out (Gen. 7:7)...The very Christ whom
we are building up will become our future salvation. One day under God’s
sovereignty we will enter into the very Christ whom we have built up.

If you work together with the Lord in your daily experience, you surely
build up something of Christ, and eventually you get into what you have
built up, and you dwell in this Christ as your enjoyment. Then you abide
in Christ. Many Christians realize that John 15 speaks of abiding in Christ,
but not many know what it means to abide in Christ... If you do not build
up Christ, you have no Christ to abide in. Doctrinally this may sound
strange, but experientially it is right. You have Christ, but do you abide in
Christ?...Just to believe in Christ is sufficient for you to have Him, but to
abide in Christ needs some building up. You have to build up Christ for
you to abide in Him. What does it mean to build up Christ?...You have to
love Him. You have to talk to Him by calling on His name. You have to live
by Him.

If you spend from Monday through Saturday loving the Lord,
fellowshipping with Him, living by Him, and walking together with Him,
surely on the Lord’s Day you would have the deep sensation that you are in
Christ...But if, on the other hand, you spent from Monday through Saturday
not loving the Lord and not fellowshipping with Him, not living in Him, and
not walking with Him, even if you wanted to abide in Him today, you would
feel that He is absent. In your experience He is not with you. You have Him in
doctrine, but you do not have Him in experience. Although you might desire
to abide in Him, it seems that you do not know where He is. This would mean
that for the past week you did not build Christ. You did not work on the ark.
So when the flood came, you had no ark to enter into. But when you love
Him and fellowship with Him and live by Him and walk with Him day after
day and hour after hour, you build Him up in your experience. You build up
a Christ in your experience for you to enter into as your salvation. (CWWL,
1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine Trinity,” pp. 180-181)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the
Divine Trinity,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

God’s intention is to have us

Various Aspects of the Inner Life — Transformation
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2. God hath us regenerated
In our spirit with His life;
But He must transform us further—
In our soul by His own life.

3. Spreading outward from our spirit
Doth the Lord transform our soul,
By the inward parts renewing,
Till within His full control.

4. By the power of His Spirit
In His pattern He transforms;
From His glory to His glory
To His image He conforms.

5. He transforms, all sanctifying,
Till like Him we are matured,;
He transforms, our soul possessing,
Till His stature is secured.
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Week Four
Knowing Christ and the Power of His Resurrection
Hymns: 481

Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:10, 12-14; John 11:25; Acts 2:24; 2 Cor.
1:8-9; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8

§ Day 1

I. Paul aspired to know Christ—Phil. 3:10:

A.In the book of Philippians, the central matter is the subjective knowledge
and experience of Christ—2:2, 5; 3:7-10; 4:10, 13.

B.To have the excellency of the knowledge of Christ in Philippians 3:8 is by
revelation, but to know Him in verse 10 is by experience.

C.The excellency of the knowledge of Christ is the excellency of Christ
realized by us—v. 8.

D.Paul first received the revelation of Christ, then sought the experience of
Christ—to know and enjoy Christ in an experiential way.
§ Day 2
E. The word know in Philippians 3:10 is equal to experience:

1. To know Christ means to experience Him, to enjoy Him, to participate in Him,
and to partake of Him—vv. 9-10.

2. To know Christ is thus to apprehend Him by experiencing Him—v. 8.
F. To know Christ is not merely to have the knowledge concerning Him but
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to gain His very person—v. 8; 2 Cor. 2:10; cf. Col. 2:9, 16-17:
1. To gain something requires the paying of a price—Phil. 3:7-8.
2.To gain Christ is to experience, enjoy, and take possession of His unsearchable

riches by paying a price—Eph. 3:8; cf. Rev. 3:18.
§ Day 3

3. The Christian life is a life of gaining Christ in His all-inclusiveness—Eph. 3:8:

a. Even though Paul had experienced and gained Christ tremendously,
he did not consider that he had experienced Him in full or gained Him
to the uttermost—Phil. 3:12.

b.Paul was still advancing toward the goal—the gaining of Christ to the
fullest extent—vv. 12-14.

4.1n order to gain Christ to the fullest extent, Paul not only forsook his
experience in Judaism but also would not linger in his past experiences of
Christ—vv. 7-8, 13:

a.Not to forget but to linger in our past experiences, however genuine

they were, frustrates our further pursuing of Christ—v. 13; Heb. 6:1a.

b.Because Christ is unsearchably rich, and there is a vast territory of His
riches to be possessed, Paul was stretching out to reach the farthest
extent of this territory—Eph. 3:8; Phil. 3:13.

G. To know Christ is a result of being found in Him—vv. 9-10:

1. The righteousness “which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
is out of God and based on faith,” caused Paul to know Christ—v. 9.

2. The righteousness that we work out by our own effort does not cause us to
know Christ; the more we do by our own effort, the less we know Christ—v. 9a.

§ Day 4
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AERBPAGZIE R BB LK
10 #p
— ERBBEGKE, LAEMR AT
(%.AI’_. 91%'— 19 ~ 200

Z AR E—LT— 25

| TEREELN EREN  NEIEEN &Y
SEiE o B BAAENCET 0 HiEFKokiEE T H
EERCMNaEnEE, —BE— 17 T~ 18:

a INE ANFEY > SEEkiERIET » B —E A BT
Fafd o

b LT FIfz MR ta Rt B 2 E R ML mE SR E T
h—18 i -

2 THSESEHY ~RIEHY ~ SEHE SOERY BT —

a TXEB’\M ubﬂ /jlé"

b FAZESEM T - HM NS T - g EASET 0 (=
SEC ARt 25 A EE/E— 124 &
+—25-

¢ AEERfRR » KIBSET > AT - ESETE
ZlMd  BREEE—2WEI= 18 ~ 22 -

({Bh]

3 EIEREA —E A —H My E ARG — & TR > 2
RARHIRA L —tEE T — =24 55— 19~ 20

a ZAVEISMENE T — VIR E ARG © KL - HEAR
AHEZERSEY) (AREZERNEE) -2t
6~ 8-

O =FhAEKBEESEETEE 4 BEE—553 8

— II. Paul aspired to know and experience the power of Christ's

resurrection—v. 10:

#0918 A.The power of Christ's resurrection is His resurrection life, which raised

Him from the dead—Eph. 1:19-20.

B. Christ Himself is resurrection—]John 11:25:

1.“I am the First and the Last and the living One; and [ became dead, and
behold, I am living forever and ever; and I have the keys of death and of
Hades”—Rev. 1:17b-18:

a.Because of the fall, death came in and is now working to gather
everyone into Hades.

b.The keys of death and of Hades are in the hand of our Savior, who
died and was resurrected—v. 18.

2.“These things says the First and the Last, who became dead and lived
again"—2:8:
a. Lived again refers to resurrection.

b.The Lord suffered death and lived again; He entered into death, but
death could not hold Him because He is the resurrection—Acts 2:24;
John 11:25.

c. Christ went into Hades, passed through death, overcame death, and
came out of death triumphantly; this is resurrection—cf. 1 Pet. 3:18-22.

§ Day 5

3.Resurrection means that a man—our Lord Jesus—has broken through the
barriers, even the greatest barrier of all—death—Acts 2:24; Eph. 1:19-20:

a. The Lord's resurrection broke all the barriers of the natural realm;
thus, Jesus is no longer bound by anything, including space and
time—cf. John 7:6-8.
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b.Our biggest limitations are space and time, but these two things
cannot limit the resurrected Christ.

c. Death is the greatest limitation, but resurrection has conquered
death; therefore, resurrection is the greatest power of all—Phil. 3:10;
Eph. 1:19-20.

§ Day 6
C.Resurrection is life that overcomes death without being damaged or
injured by death—]John 11:25; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8:
1. Death is powerless to do anything with resurrection life—Acts 2:24.

2. Death can inflict all kinds of damage on other forms of life; only one kind of
life cannot be hurt by death, and this is resurrection life—John 11:25; Phil.
3:10:

a.Resurrection is life that passes through death and cannot be held by it.

b.According to the full revelation of the Scriptures, God Himself is the
resurrection life—Rom. 4:17.

D.The Spirit is the reality of Christ's resurrection and its power—8:9-11; 1
Cor. 15:45b; 1 John 5:6:

1.In order to experience the resurrection life of Christ, we need to see that in
resurrection Christ became the life-giving Spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b.

2. The highest definition of resurrection is that it is the process by which Christ,
the last Adam, became the life-giving Spirit.

3. Christ's resurrection was His transfiguration into the life-giving Spirit in
order to enter into His believers—v. 45b; John 20:22.

E. The principle of resurrection is that the natural life is killed and that the
divine life rises up in its place—2 Cor. 1:8-9:

1. That which passes through death and still remains is resurrection—Rev. 2:8.
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2. Resurrection is something that has come out of death and that is beyond the
natural realm—Acts 2:24.

3. Resurrection means that no event or circumstance can cause us, who have
the resurrection life of Christ, to be held down—?2 Cor. 1:8-9.

4. To be in resurrection means that our natural life is crucified and that the God-
created part of our being is uplifted in resurrection to be one with Christ in
resurrection—Rom. 6:4-6.

5.When we do not live by our natural life but live by the divine life within us,
we are in resurrection—John 6:57; Rom. 8:11.

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023) - Week 4 Outline - Page 5



O =FhHAEKRESE AT EE 4 BRE—F6 B Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023) - Week 4 Outline - Page 6



;v sE il —
RERE

BE= 8 [ Azde b, HKAA B FHAEIE,
HAZR K T EBIRE ZH; ABPATLEEHIR

BF, AFEL, AREFAE. ]
10 Ir/fi&uuu)k%‘gk jf'_j‘&/fg\;é‘é@ kﬁ%"'o .il
REBE-—EAEER, TEFECHER, TEFR

AR &, RER@W (BE) £F. LHEFEN
k% DR B F ey, R =% /\ 8,
%%%gzmﬁﬁiﬁ,zﬁﬁﬁr,@+@%
mﬁ%a,zﬁﬁ%ﬁ,%%%%ﬁ@ﬁiﬁﬂﬁ,

EHM T R LR, RET AT HEEEN
BN, RBREFRHEEBEWNER, 2 EfF LR

W FEZAM (L EFEEMHTEL, —OWE) .

{
&ﬁ%%ﬁ%%%i%%%,ﬁ@%%ﬁ%$,

BE

m“

rNrn
i

EEEL, RERFE Hig AFHEMAEE
MEE. X, &m@@m LR EE, R

ETURBREEREE (=8 , g AT H
wME=EEERT (9, @%Mmﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁ
ERMBERERESE, FFEL, RERGETY,
ﬁﬂ%k%&&ﬁ%ﬁw%@o%%,ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ

/mTEE, THRAAFEHERMEEAMERT, KA
amﬁm<m> %%@?%mﬁ%ﬁmo
u*ﬁ EEREEEFHEEIBRAMEEENE

~RPHEEEZ A EHOERR, HEERT

O TFAAEKEEEHESS - 55 48 REE

I}
3
[}
i

WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:8 But moreover | also count all things to be loss on account of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have
suffered the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ.

10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection...

Paul lived in a condition of not having his own righteousness but having
the righteousness of God, in order to know (to experience) Christ and the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings. To have the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ in Philippians 3:8 is by revelation.
But to know Him in verse 10 is by experience—to have the experiential
knowledge of Him, to experience Him in the full knowledge of Him. Paul
first received the revelation of Christ and then sought for the experience
of Christ—to know and enjoy Him in an experiential way. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 171-172)

Today’s Reading

After we receive the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, we shall be
willing to suffer the loss of all things and count them as refuse in order
to gain Christ and be found in Him. As a result, we shall know Christ
experientially... If we do not have the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
(Phil. 3:8), we shall not be found in Christ, for it is having the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ which makes us willing to suffer the loss of all things
and count them as refuse in order to gain Christ and be found in Him. Then,
once we have gained Christ and are found in Him, we shall know Him; that is,
we shall enjoy Him and experience Him.

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ always exceeds our experience
of Christ... If we do not have a higher knowledge of Christ, we cannot have
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a higher experience of Christ. This is why it is very important that we not
be limited by our past knowledge of Christ. You may know that Christ is joy,
peace, and rest. Before you were saved, you did not have the peace. But now
that you have received the Lord, you have peace and joy. By no means do I
belittle these aspects of the knowledge of Christ. I certainly enjoy the Lord
Jesus as my peace, rest, and joy. Nevertheless, we should not be content with
such a limited knowledge of Christ, but should advance in our knowledge of
Him. Oh, how we need the excellency of knowing Christ!

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ will attract us to Christ and
motivate us to lay aside everything other than Him. If we see the surpassing
worth of Christ, we shall be willing to count as loss not only worldly, material
things, but even our culture, religion, and philosophy. I repeat, it is the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ which causes us to drop everything else
so that we may gain Christ and be found in Him. (Life-study of Philippians,
pp. 172-173)

When Paul was Saul of Tarsus, he knew nothing of the excellency of Christ.
Rather, he thought that the law was marvelous, and, as a Jew, he was proud
of it and zealous for it. He appreciated the law to the uttermost. In his zeal
for the law, he persecuted the church. One day, on the road to Damascus, a
light from heaven suddenly shined upon him, and he was knocked to the
ground. At that time he had a vision of Someone more excellent than the
law—the Son of the living God. From that time onward, Paul knew that Christ
was infinitely superior to the law...Now Paul had seen a living person who
was the embodiment of God...This living person may be likened to gold and
the law to clay. Before knowing about gold, we may appreciate clay, but by
seeing the gold, we receive the excellency of the knowledge of the gold. This
illustrates Paul’s experience in coming to the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ. The excellency of the knowledge of Christ is the excellency of Christ
realized by us. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 376-377)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 19; CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Experience of Christ,” ch. 7
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:9-11 And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which
Is out of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is out of God and based on faith, to know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His
death, if perhaps | may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

Since Paul already had the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, why
was he still seeking to know Him? The excellency of the knowledge of Christ
comes by revelation, but the knowing of Him spoken of in Philippians 3:10
comes not by revelation but by experience. According to my experience, the
word know here is equal to experience. To know Him means to experience
Him, to enjoy Him, to participate in Him, and to partake of Him. Take eating
as an example. First you select certain groceries, you pay for them, and then
you cook them. By eating what you have cooked, you come to know the
food you have bought. In like manner we also need to pay the price to gain
Christ and to be found in Him, not having the righteousness which is out of
ourselves but the righteousness that is God Himself lived out of our being in
faith. In such a condition we are to know Christ through experiencing Him
a little at a time. It is not sufficient to listen to messages and to see Christ by
revelation. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 432-433)

Today’s Reading

It is one thing to have a doctrinal understanding of being found in Christ;
it is quite another thing to be found in Christ in our daily living. If [ were to
visit you in your home, where would I find you? Would I find you in your
good behavior or in Christ? Where we are when others observe us indicates
the realm in which we live. If we live in our culture, we shall be found by
others in culture. If we live in our good behavior, we shall be discovered
by others in our behavior. In whatever realm we live, that is where we

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 3



B, TR MEEEEHER, IIAREFRL. BLEL
ZHAMEEAR. EREZEEZZHFNEFMR, AIA
FHftzE#EERT. BF K, ABURKEER
FHE.MEFAEER, RELEEFXRAZMN—T: &,
RZE, ke, £, AWM. Bm. BE, EXEMNE
. BRRE. ARURREERRES, it oK
EEFEEE. MEW, wEHFEEE, FFEL,
RERSEE, THRe AFHMEALERE,

RMRBERAR, BAEENER. KK, RMAXA
iR ERwEmEE, flin, F—EBAZ2BK
5, FEMSIEH S REN R, BRAEL R E—
EE;, HE, hFELya2 i —EHFE, EXHEE,
TEREARATFEENMR, EERSMAEFNAN
EEZMEERHARERR (W29 , XZE—VEEF
Mz RERE (16 ~1D . hREEFEHREN. R
BEEREZHREULE, TXEXHMA—TERATE
WEE (=8 . RMEREEE, LB EMRE,
RE—EEELEMRENA. B, EAAFILK
MEBRERMNER, ReEFHAMEIEEERT. A
TEEHAMEAECHXERT; KAMEHAFTLHR
MertERw, TEREXERT. %, BEXRMAALHR
mi, THReABHAMEIEART! BERMRBERE
BEF, FhEL, RERAFHAMARAEEAERWE.

KMPERREE, CHEAEMRE, HER/KMN
%, RERFBERMEHMABHNEE, 54K, ATR
AN ELRMAEZEEERE, ACEFHAMARASR
W, ExpaETFEOCRAMERBELL. EFEA
FHRMZAEERTN, TRETEWT. Bk, &
AFHEREAEERER, REIWARETELLN
B L FEERFEL, —AAE-ALE)

2 ML EEGFEL, F-+K; W8S,
F—EE+ZR.

O TFAAEKEEEHESS - 55 48 REE

ot

-548

shall be seen, observed, and discovered by others. When Paul was still
living by the law, he was found in the law. But one day he began to have the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ. He saw the vision that Christ must
be his everything: love, kindness, humility, wisdom, patience, intention,
attitude, and even his words, utterances, and expressions. On account of this
excellency of the knowledge of Christ, he was willing to count all things to
be loss. Furthermore, he suffered the loss of all things and counted them as
refuse in order to gain Christ and be found in Him.

We need to have a vision of the preciousness of Christ. Then we need to
gain the very Christ we have seen. For example, suppose a person visits a
jewelry store and sees many valuable items on display. To see these items
is one thing, but to gain them is another. To know Christ is not merely to
have the knowledge concerning Him, but to gain His very person. Christ is
the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead (Col. 2:9) and the reality of
the shadows of all positive things (vv. 16-17). To gain Him is to experience,
enjoy, and take possession of all His unsearchable riches (Eph. 3:8). As we
gain Christ, we should also live in Him and become those who are in Him
in experience. Then when others see us or observe us, they will find us in
Christ. We shall not be found in our own virtues—we shall be found in Christ
and in Him alone. Oh, that we may gain Him and be found in Him! May we be
willing to suffer the loss of all things and count them as refuse in order to be
found in Christ.

If we gain Christ and live in Him, He as our righteousness will become
our expression before both God and man. Then we shall not simply be found
in Christ in a general way, but we shall be found in the very righteousness
which is Christ Himself lived out of us. Only when we are found in Christ will
the Lord be satisfied. Likewise, those who serve the Lord will be pleased
and satisfied only when the believers are found in Christ. (Life-study of
Philippians, pp. 165-166)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 20; The Conclusion of the
New Testament, msg. 142
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:12-14 ...1 pursue, if even | may lay hold of that for which | also have
been laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers, | do not account of myself to
have laid hold; but one thing | do: Forgetting the things which are behind
and stretching forward to the things which are before, | pursue toward the
goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.

Paul had experienced and gained Christ tremendously, yet he did not
account of himself to have experienced Christ in full or gained Him to the
uttermost. He still endeavored to pursue toward the goal—the gaining of
Christ to the fullest extent. (Phil. 3:13, footnote 1)

In order to gain Christ to the fullest extent, Paul not only forsook his
experiences in Judaism but also would not linger in his past experiences of
Christ. He forgot the past. Not to forget but to linger in our past experiences,
however genuine they were, frustrates our further pursuing of Christ. (Phil.
3:13, footnote 2)

Christ is unsearchably rich. There is a vast territory of His riches to
be possessed. Paul was stretching out to reach the farthest extent of this
territory. (Phil. 3:13, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

[Paul] was willing to suffer the loss of all things and count them as refuse
that he might gain Christ and be found in Him to know Him. According to
Paul’s concept, if we would know Christ, we must first be found in Him...
[and] be those who live in Christ and who are found by others in Christ.
Being found in Him, we shall surely know Him. (Life-study of Philippians, p.
171)
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Paul did not have a righteousness that was worked out by his own effort but the
righteousness that is through faith in Christ, that is, the righteousness Christ lives out
of us. Philippians 3:10 says, “To know Him.” This righteousness caused Paul to know
Christ. The righteousness that we work out by our own effort does not cause us to
know Christ. The more we do by our own effort, the less we know Christ; the more
we love others by our own effort, the less we know Christ; the more zealous we are
by our own effort, the less we know Christ. Instead, through faith Christ can live out
righteousness from within us, and this righteousness causes us to know Christ.

Please pay attention to the word to in verse 10: To know Christ. Verse
10 is not the cause but the result. Our knowledge is not without a basis;
however, there is only one thing that causes us to know Christ.. Verse 9 says
clearly that relying on our own effort to keep the law, to be zealous, to do
good, to serve God, and to love others will not cause us to know Christ. We
need to stop our effort, stop our work, and stop all our doing good, being
zealous, serving God, and loving others. We will know Christ only when we
cease all our efforts and simply have faith. Our faith is in God, in Christ living
in us, and in righteousness being lived out from us.

Having the righteousness that is through faith in Christ, which is
the righteousness through faith in God, causes us to know Christ. This
righteousness is the righteousness in 1 Corinthians 1:30: “Who became wisdom
to us from God: both righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” God
made Christ our righteousness. When we stop ourselves and believe in God
and in Christ, God causes Christ to become our righteousness. In the first step
this righteousness causes us to be justified before God, that is, to be saved.
In the second step this righteousness causes us to live a righteous life, to live
out righteousness, which is to live out Christ, and to live an overcoming life.
Both salvation and overcoming are included. Our salvation is not through the
righteousness that we work out but through Christ being our righteousness.
Similarly, after being saved, our overcoming is not through the righteousness
we work out but through allowing Christ to live out of us as our righteousness.
(CWWL, 1955, vol. 4, “Further Talks on the Knowledge of Life,” pp. 314-315)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1955, vol. 4, “Further Talks on the Knowledge of
Life,” ch. 19
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 1:17-18 ...l am the First and the Last and the living One; and |
became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and | have the
keys of death and of Hades.

2:8 ...These things says the First and the Last, who became dead and
lived again.

The very Christ who walks in the midst of the churches, who is the Head
of the churches and to whom the churches belong, is the living One. Hence,
the churches also, as the expression of His Body, should be living, fresh, and
strong. (Rev. 1:18, footnote 1)

Because of the fall and sin of man, death came in and is now working on
earth to gather all the sinful people into Hades. Thus, death is a collector and
Hades is a keeper. However, the keys of death and of Hades are in the hand of
our Savior, who died and was resurrected. (Rev. 1:18, footnote 2)

Lived again [in Revelation 2:8] refers to resurrection. The Lord suffered
death and lived again. He entered into death, but death could not hold Him
(Acts 2:24) because He is the resurrection (John 11:25). The suffering church
needs to know Him as such a One also, so that she can endure any kind of
suffering. However severe the suffering, the church will still be alive. The
resurrection life of Christ can endure death. (Rev. 2:8, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

In Philippians 3:10 Paul says, “To know Him and the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His
death.” According to this verse, Paul aspired not only to know Christ, but
also to know the power of Christ’s resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings. The power of Christ’s resurrection is His resurrection life which
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raised Him from the dead (Eph. 1:19-20). The reality of the power of Christ's
resurrection is the Spirit (Rom. 1:4). To know, to experience, this power
requires identification with Christ's death and conformity to it. Death is the
base of resurrection. To experience the power of Christ’s resurrection, we
need to live a crucified life according to the pattern of His life. Our conformity
to His death affords a base for the power of His resurrection to rise up that
His divine life may be expressed in us. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 174-175)

The Lord’s entering into death and emerging from it testify to the fact
that He is the living God and to the surpassing greatness of His resurrection
power. The cross, the grave, and the power of Hades could not subdue the
living Lord...The Lord is the Lord of life. It was not possible for Him to be
held by death (Acts 2:24). Satan utilized the world, the environment, the
cross, the grave, and lastly, Hades in order to attack the Lord, but the Lord
withstood every attack. The Lord willingly passed through the baptism
of death and entered into Hades, letting them do whatever they wanted,
because He is the living Lord, whom Satan cannot conquer. Death could not
hold the Lord, the grave could not restrict Him, and Hades could not detain
Him; He resurrected. Resurrection is deliverance from death. Resurrection is
the overcoming of death.

Resurrection is different from being living. In order to be living, one does not
need to pass through death, but in order to be in resurrection, one must pass
through death and emerge from it. Resurrection stands the test of death, that is,
passes through and emerges from death. Hence, the Lord Jesus said, “I am the
First and the Last and the living One; and I became dead, and behold, [ am living
forever and ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades” (Rev. 1:17-18).

Hence, God is not only the living God but also the God of resurrection.
He died, but He overcame death. Death fought the Lord with all its might,
but it could not conquer Him. The principle of resurrection is overcoming
death and emerging from death. The God of resurrection has been tested and
proven to possess an unshakable life. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 3, “The Living God
and the God of Resurrection,” pp. 12-13)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 21
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Acts 2:24 Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death,
since it was not possible for Him to be held by it.

Eph. 1:19-20 ...The surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength, which He
caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating Him
at His right hand in the heavenlies.

Paul said in Philippians 3:10 that we have to know Christ and the power of
His resurrection. Why did Paul not say the power of the cross?...This is because
the cross is a negative death, a termination and an end. However, resurrection
is something positive; it is a life that is raised from death, a regaining after
a termination. Resurrection is something that has come out of death; it is
something beyond the natural realm. It is what is perfected through death. Has
your eloquence passed through death? Death will not make your mouth lose
its ability to function, but it will terminate the activity of your mouth, and in
resurrection you will regain this activity. Have your thoughts passed through the
terminating death and returned to you from God in resurrection? Is your work in
the realm of ordinary living, or is it in the realm of resurrection?...The realm of
ordinary living is what we have inherited from our parents, whereas the realm of
resurrection is what we receive from God. (CWWN, vol. 42, pp. 291-292)

Today’s Reading

What is resurrection? It is that which has passed through death and which
has come out of death... For example, you may have wisdom, eloquence,
and natural attraction. You have to say to the Lord, “I will not employ these
things. [ will not claim these things for my own glory. [ am willing to go
through death and resurrection and to give these things up in death so that
I can claim them back from God’s hand.” The experience of resurrection is
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letting go of everything that is natural through death, not trusting in them
any longer, and not glorying in them... Everything that you have is gone,
and you cannot do anything anymore. After some time, perhaps three
days, three months, or three years (no one knows how long it will be), God
comes in again, and your eloquence is returned to you, your wisdom is
returned to you, and your attraction comes back. However, even though you
have regained these things, they have changed. Your natural goodness and
everything you naturally have are no longer yours; a cross now separates
you from these things. You dare not use these things any longer, leaving them
instead to the Lord to be employed according to His pleasure. These things
are no longer your own; instead, you recognize them as God’s.

The experience of death and resurrection is a cycle; it puts everything in
Adam, both good and bad, through death, and gives it back to us in Christ.
The process of death and regaining puts us on the ground of resurrection,
and qualifies us to express the power of the Spirit. I like the story of Matthias
[Acts 1:16-22]...The disciples had to choose from among the men who
accompanied them,..who had been with the Lord from the time of John's
preaching of repentance and the Lord’s baptism, that is, the beginning of
the Lord’s work, to the time of His death and resurrection. The one who was
chosen had to be a witness [of His resurrection] and wait together with them
in Jerusalem for the power of the Holy Spirit. The apostles who waited in
Jerusalem for the power of the Holy Spirit did not go out to work right away...
They were able to remain in Jerusalem because there was a history and
background between them and the Lord already. Only those who have had
such a history and background can receive the power of the Holy Spirit to be
a witness of the resurrection of Christ.

Everyone who desires to be a witness for Christ must know what it means
to lose in death and regain in resurrection. (CWWN, vol. 42, pp. 292-294)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 42, ch. 37
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, | am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live.

Rom. 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

Resurrection is life that overcomes death without being damaged or
injured by death. Death is powerless to do anything with resurrection life.
Death can inflict all kinds of damage on other forms of life—plant life, animal
life, and human life. Only one kind of life cannot be hurt by death, and this
is resurrection life. Resurrection is life which passes through death and can
never be held by it. According to the full revelation of the Scriptures, God
Himself is this resurrection life. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1083)

The reality of the power of Christ’s resurrection is the Spirit. Romans
1:4 proves this by saying that Christ was “designated the Son of God in
power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the
dead.” Furthermore, Romans 8:11 says, “If the Spirit of the One who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.”
Both verses indicate that the Spirit is the reality of the power of Christ’s
resurrection. Actually, Christ Himself is the power of His resurrection, and
the Spirit is Christ in resurrection. We need to experience this power that we
may obtain Christ. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 463)

Today’s Reading

In the Lord’s recovery we are not teaching people to [imitate the divine
life]. The goal of this ministry is not imitation but dispensation. Our goal is
to dispense something divine into you so that you may live by the divine life,
the only life that can express God.

Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference (May 2023)-Holy Word for Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 11
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The one good aspect of the human life is that it is capable of making a
decision whether or not to put the human life aside and to place it under the
death of the cross. God cannot make this decision for us. We need to make it
ourselves... If we are willing for this, we will make a strong decision in favor
of it. We will say, “Brothers, if you want to crucify me, it is all right. [ want
to be crucified, terminated, placed under death.” When we are willing for
this and are placed into death, the crucified life will become the base for the
resurrection life to rise up. Thus, by being crucified, we will come to know
the power of Christ’s resurrection. But if we are not crucified, we cannot
know the power of His resurrection. There is only one way for us to know the
power of His resurrection, and that is to live a crucified life.

In our family life and in the church life, we all need to go to the cross and
remain there. The best way to know the power of Christ’s resurrection in
our married life is to go to the cross. The unique way is not to pray; it is to
be crucified. This is true not only in our family life but even the more in the
church life. To be a good brother or sister among the saints in the church
life requires that we go to the cross to be crucified. Do not pray for God to
change others. God will never answer such a prayer. Instead, go to the cross
and remain there. This is the way that is according to His economy. If we are
willing to go to the cross and stay there, we will know the power of Christ’s
resurrection.

When Satan attacks you, go to the cross and remain there. That is all you
need to do. Satan cannot defeat a crucified one. As we have seen, crucifixion
affords a base for the power of Christ’s resurrection to rise up so that the
divine life may be expressed. Thus, there is no need for us to counterattack.
In fact, it will not always be necessary even to pray. What we need the most is
to go to the cross and stay there to live a crucified life. If we do this, the divine
life will be released and manifested. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of
Christ,” pp. 442-445)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 51-52; CWWL, 1978, vol.
1, “The Experience of Christ,” chs. 14-15
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Crucified with Christ my Savior

481

Union with Christ — Identified with His Death and Resurrection
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me, Help me, Lord, to go with  Thee,

2. Tis not hard to die with Christ
When His risen life we know;
"Tis not hard to share His suff'rings
When our hearts with joy o’erflow.
In His resurrection power
He has come to dwell in me,
And my heart is gladly going

All the way to Calvary.

3. If we die we'll live with Christ,
If we suffer we shall reign;
Only thus the prize of glory
Can the conqueror attain.
Oh, how sweet, on that glad morning
Should the Master say to thee,
“Yes, my child, thou didst go with me
All the way to Calvary.”
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Week Five

Knowing the Fellowship of Christ’s Sufferings
and Being Conformed to His Death

Hymns: 631

Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:7-10; John 11:25; Eph. 1:19-20; Col. 1:24

§ Day 1

I. Paul aspired to know the fellowship of Christ's sufferings—
Phil. 3:10:

A.With Christ, the sufferings and death came first, followed by the
resurrection; with us, the power of His resurrection comes first, followed
by the participation in His sufferings and conformity to His death—uv. 10.

B.We first receive the power of His resurrection; then by this power we
are enabled to participate in His sufferings and live a crucified life in
conformity to His death.

§ Day 2

C.Christ's sufferings are of two categories: those for accomplishing
redemption, which were completed by Christ Himself, and those for
producing and building the church, which need to be filled up by the
apostles and the believers—Col. 1:24:

1.We cannot participate in Christ's sufferings for redemption, but we must
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take part in the sufferings of Christ for the producing and building up of the
Body—cf. Rev. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:10; 2 Cor. 1:5-6; 4:12; 6:8-11.

2. Christ as the Lamb of God suffered for redemption (John 1:29); Christ as the
grain of wheat suffered for reproducing and building (12:24):

a.The Lord, as a grain of wheat that fell into the ground, lost His
soul-life through death so that He might release His eternal life in
resurrection to the many grains—10:11, 15, 17-18.

b.The one grain did not complete all the sufferings that are needed for
the building up of the Body; as the many grains, we must suffer in the
same way the one grain suffered—12:24-26:

(1)As the many grains, we also must lose our soul-life through death
that we may enjoy eternal life in resurrection—v. 25.

(2)This is to follow Him that we may serve Him and walk with
Him on this way, the way of losing our soul-life and living in His
resurrection—v. 26.

(3)The way for the church to come into being and to increase is not by
human glory; it is by the death of the cross—vv. 20-24.

§ Day 3
D.There is a difference between the sufferings that are for our transformation
and the sufferings that are for the Body—2 Cor. 3:18; Phil. 3:10; Col. 1:24:
1. Paul's word in Philippians 3:10 does not refer to sufferings for transformation.

2.1f we compare 3:10 with Colossians 1:24, we will see that the sufferings about
which Paul was speaking in Philippians 3:10 are those that make up the lack
of Christ's afflictions for the Body.

3.In Colossians 1:24 Paul regarded his own sufferings as the filling up of what
is lacking of Christ's sufferings for His Body.
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4. The sufferings of Christ for His Body are still going on, and we need to share
in them—Phil. 3:10; cf. Acts 9:4-5.

5.1t is when we suffer for the Body that we experience the power of Christ's
resurrection—Col. 1:24; Phil. 3:10.

§ Day 4

II. In Philippians 3:10 Paul spoke of “being conformed to His
death”; this expression indicates that Paul desired to take
Christ's death as the mold of his life:

A.The excellency of the knowledge of Christ, counting all things as loss,
gaining Christ, being found in Him, knowing Him, knowing the power of
His resurrection, and knowing the fellowship of His sufferings all issue in
one thing—being conformed to Christ's death—vv. 7-10.

B. Being conformed to Christ's death indicates that His death is a mold—v. 10:

1. The center of Philippians 3 is the matter of being conformed to the mold of
Christ's death—vv. 7,9, 12-16.

2.We have been placed into this mold of death, and now we need to be
conformed to this mold—Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:3-5.

3. The power of the resurrection life of Christ in us leads us, carries us, bears us,
and places us into the mold of Christ's death—John 11:25; Eph. 1:19-20.

§ Day 5

C. The mold of Christ's death refers to Christ's experience of continually
putting to death His human life that He might live by the life of God—]John
6:57a:

1.When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived a crucified life; by living a
crucified life He was alive to God and lived Him—Gal. 2:20; 3:1; 5:24.
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2. He always put His human life to death so that the divine life within Him could
flow out—John 10:10b-11, 17.

3.As He was living, He was also dying—dying to the old creation in order
to live a life in the new creation; this is the meaning of “His death” in
Philippians 3:10.

§ Day 6

D.To be conformed to Christ's death is to take Christ's death as the mold of
our life—v. 10:

1. Christ's death is a mold to which we are conformed in much the same way
that dough is put into a cake mold and conformed to it.

2. God has put us into the mold of Christ's death, and day by day God is molding
us to conform us to this death—Rom. 6:3-4.

3. Our life should be conformed to such a mold—dying to our human life in
order to live the divine life—Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 4:10-11.

4.1f we put to death our natural life, we will have the consciousness that we
have another life, the divine life, within us; this life will be released, and then
in our experience we will be conformed to Christ's death—John 10:10b; 1
John 5:11-12.

5. In the mold of Christ's death the natural man is killed, the old man is crucified,
and the self is nullified—2 Cor. 4:16; Rom. 6:6; Matt. 16:24.

6.If we allow our circumstances to press us into this mold, our daily life will be
molded into the form of Christ's death—Rom. 8:28-29.

E. The only way to glorify God is to be conformed to Christ's death; the more
we are conformed to Christ's death, the more we glorify the Father—John
12:28; 13:31.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

2 Tim. 2:11 Faithful is the word: For if we died with Him, we will also
live with Him.

The process of obtaining Christ, as revealed in Philippians 3:10, is to know
Him by knowing the power of His resurrection. However, if we would know
the power of Christ’s resurrection, we must share in His sufferings and know
the fellowship of His sufferings. The participation in Christ’s sufferings—"the
fellowship of His sufferings”—(Phil. 3:10; Matt. 20:22-23; Col. 1:24) is a
necessary condition for the experience of the power of His resurrection (2
Tim. 2:11) by being conformed to His death. Paul was pursuing to know and
experience not only the excellency of Christ Himself but also the life power of His
resurrection and the participation in His sufferings. With Christ the sufferings
and death came first, followed by the resurrection. With us the power of His
resurrection comes first, then the fellowship of His sufferings and conformity to
His death. We first received the power of His resurrection. Then by this power we
are enabled to participate in His sufferings and live a crucified life in conformity
to His death. Such sufferings are mainly for producing and building up the Body
of Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1546-1547)

Today’s Reading

It is crucial for us to realize that Christ is in resurrection. When we
experience Christ in His resurrection, we are infused with all the elements of
resurrection, and this infusion enables us to partake of His sufferings for the
Body. In other words, we must have the dispensing of Christ’s resurrection
so that we may experience His cross, His death. It is by knowing Christ’s
resurrection that we experience His death.
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The more we know His resurrection, the more we shall be put into His
death to share in the fellowship of His sufferings.

All believers desire to enter into the fellowship of the Son of God [cf. 1 Cor. 1:9].
However, in Philippians 3:10 Paul speaks of the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings,
something in which we are not naturally inclined to share. But the more we
experience Christ’s sufferings, the more we shall gain Christ. In other words, the
more we experience the cross, the more we experience Christ. God gives us the
cross, and the cross gives us Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1548)

It is difficult for anyone to define the Holy Spirit. According to practical
experience, not theology, the Holy Spirit is what remains after we put
ourselves aside... As long as you have the Spirit, there is no limitation.
However, the Spirit may seem limited if we are not willing to put ourselves
aside.

We simply need to exercise our will to decide to put ourselves aside. When
the circumstances are difficult, do not feel sorry for yourself but take up the
cross and remain under the death of the cross...You will discover that where
death is, there the power of resurrection is also. Immediately, the Spirit, the
power of resurrection, will rise up within you, and you will sing with joy, “Tis
not hard to die with Christ” [Hymns, #481]...We enjoy going to Calvary, and
we enjoy the power of Christ’s resurrection, the Spirit of holiness. This is the
reality of the power of resurrection.

The Christ who is the reality of the power of resurrection is the life-giving
Spirit... In order to experience Christ, we must go all the way to Calvary. At
Calvary there is a wonderful death, a death that brings in resurrection. After
we have put the self on the cross, what remains will be the Holy Spirit. With
this remainder we will sense the power of resurrection. This is the power
of Christ’s resurrection. Like A. B. Simpson, we will go all the way to Calvary,
not sorrowfully and with weeping but joyfully and with singing. We will
enjoy death through the power of resurrection. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The
Experience of Christ,” pp. 450-452)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 142; CWWL,
1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 16
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:24 I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my
part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His
Body, which is the church.

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit.

Christ’s sufferings are of two categories: those for accomplishing
redemption, which were completed by Christ Himself, and those for producing
and building the church, which need to be filled up by the apostles and the
believers (Col. 1:24). We cannot participate in Christ’s suffering for redemption,
but we must take part in the sufferings of Christ for the producing and building
up of the Body...Christ as the Lamb of God suffered for redemption (John 1:29);
Christ as the grain of wheat suffered for reproducing and building (12:24). The
Lord, as a grain of wheat that fell into the ground, lost His soul-life through
death that He might release His eternal life in resurrection to the many grains
(10:10-11). The one grain did not complete all the sufferings that are needed
for the building up of the Body; as the many grains, we must suffer in the same
way the one grain suffered (12:24-26). As the many grains, we also must lose
our soul-life through death that we may enjoy eternal life in resurrection (v.
25). This is to follow Him that we may serve Him and walk with Him on the
way of losing the soul-life and living in resurrection (v. 26). The way for the
church to come into being and to increase is not by human glory but by the
death of the cross. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3507)

Today’s Reading

When we put ourselves aside and remain under the cross, the power of
resurrection will be our portion. Immediately, opposition will rise up against
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us, and we will suffer. This suffering is in the fellowship of the sufferings of
Christ for the building up of the Body.

At this point we need to differentiate between two kinds of sufferings—
the sufferings of Christ and the sufferings that come from our mistakes. Do not
think that all the sufferings you undergo are for the building up of the Body. For
example, you may suffer because you make a mistake in driving...This suffering,
however, is the result of a mistake or carelessness; it is not the suffering of
Christ for the producing of the Body... However, suppose on your job you enjoy
the power of Christ’s resurrection. Because of this, your superiors may oppose
you, either passing you up for a promotion or causing you to be dismissed
from your job. This suffering may be counted as the suffering of Christ for the
producing and building up of the Body. Thus, one category of suffering is due to
our mistakes and wrongdoings, and the other results from our testimony.

When we set ourselves aside and experience the power of resurrection,
our testimony will be very strong. This will arouse the opposition of the
enemy, and we will suffer. This kind of suffering is the suffering of Christ.
We all need to know the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings, the sufferings that
make up what is lacking of Christ’s sufferings for the building up of the Body.

In suffering opposition we experience Christ and enjoy Christ...The more
we pass through death, the more Christ’s resurrection power becomes our
enjoyment; and the more we have the enjoyment of resurrection power, the
more we know Christ by our experience. In other words, the very Christ
whose life is recorded in the four Gospels lives His life again in us and in the
same way. Therefore, we know Him, the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings... Because He repeats His life in us, we become
one with Him in His steps. We follow Him by enjoying Him and by being one
with Him. This means that we even follow Him in His suffering life. How
wonderful this is! (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 453-
455)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msg. 52; Life-study of Romans,
msg. 20
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

4:10 Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.

As the Head, Christ’s sufferings for the accomplishment of redemption
are complete, but the sufferings of Christ for the producing and building
up of the Body are not yet finished. Such sufferings are also called “His
sufferings” [Phil. 3:10]... In Colossians 1:24 Paul regarded his own
sufferings as the filling up of what is lacking of Christ’s sufferings for His
Body... The sufferings of Christ for His Body are still going on, and we need
to share in them... As those who follow Him, we must share in His sufferings
for His Body. If we would know Christ by experiencing the power of His
resurrection, we must share His sufferings. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 1547)

Today’s Reading

There is a difference between those sufferings which are for our
transformation and those which are for the Body. Paul’s word in Philippians
3:10 does not refer to suffering for transformation. If we compare 3:10 with
Colossians 1:24, we shall see that the sufferings about which he is speaking in 3:10
are those which make up the lack of Christ’s afflictions for the Body. It is when
we suffer for the Body that we experience the power of Christ’s resurrection.

In order to experience Christ, we must be in the power of His resurrection.
We cannot be in our natural life. The more we know the power of Christ’s
resurrection, the more we shall participate in the sufferings of Christ and
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thereby have the fellowship of His sufferings. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 1547-1548)

Not all the sufferings experienced by Christians are of the same
category. Actually there are at least three kinds of sufferings Christians may
experience. The first kind of suffering is that which is common to all human
beings... Suffering is universal because of the fall of man. Due to the fall,
creation has become old...Creation is fallen, corrupt, and decaying. With the
old creation and fallen man, there are a great many calamities and illnesses...
Believers and unbelievers are human beings, and as human beings, we
cannot avoid calamities. The second kind of suffering Christians experience
is suffering that comes from sins and mistakes. If we are careless or foolish
in the exercise of our responsibilities, we may suffer a certain kind of loss.
The third category of suffering experienced by Christians is the putting to
death of Jesus. Paul did not experience this because he was wrong. On the
contrary, he was right in every way. Nevertheless, he was afflicted, perplexed,
persecuted, and cast down. But all of this was for the sake of Jesus, for the
sake of the Body, and for the sake of the new covenant ministry.

Paul and the other apostles were not wrong, and these particular
sufferings were not related to any mistakes of theirs. But they still had the
outward man [that] needed to be consumed. When the Lord Jesus was on
earth, He did not make any mistakes, and He was not wrong in anything. But
He had an outward man that needed to be consumed. Therefore, the putting
to death of Jesus is not punishment, correction, or discipline...To correct us,
punish us, or discipline us is not the goal of the putting to death of Jesus.
Neither is it a matter of natural calamities. Instead, it is a kind of persecution,
operation, or dealing that comes upon us to consume our natural man, our
outward man, our flesh, so that our inward man may have the opportunity to
develop and be renewed. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 308-309, 311)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 4, “Crucial Truths in the Holy
Scriptures, Volume 5,” ch. 49
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

Rom. 6:5 For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His
death, indeed we will also be in the likeness of His resurrection.

On account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, we should count
all things as loss in order that we may gain Christ and be found in Him, not
having our own righteousness out of the law, but the righteousness that is
God Himself lived out of us (Phil. 3:7-9). The purpose of this is that we might
know Him, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings.
But Paul does not stop here; he continues by saying, “Being conformed to his
death” (v. 10). The excellency of the knowledge of Christ, the counting loss of
all things, the gaining of Christ, being found in Him, knowing Him, knowing
the power of His resurrection, and knowing the fellowship of His sufferings
all issue in one thing—being conformed to His death.

In Philippians 3 the apostle Paul considered the death of Christ to be a
model, a form, or a mold. For example, when the sisters make cakes or cookies,
they put the dough into a mold. By being pressed into the mold, the dough
eventually is conformed to the shape of the mold. This is precisely Paul’s
meaning here. He regards the death of Christ as a mold and us as the dough to
be put into the mold and pressed. The result is that we are conformed to the
death of Christ. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 457)

Today’s Reading

The death of Adam is terrible, and we loathe it. The death of Christ,
however, is precious and lovable, and we all should treasure it. According
to the Bible, the wonderful death of Christ is symbolized by baptism. In the
Gospels the Lord Jesus experienced two baptisms: the first at the beginning
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of His ministry, when He was baptized in water by John, and the second at
the end of His ministry, when He was baptized on the cross. Both baptisms
symbolize the lovable death of Christ. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience
of Christ,” pp. 457-458)

We have a God who is full of power, who is the Christ who empowers
us; He is the resurrection and the life (John 11:25). This One is in us, and
His life is the resurrection power. When we are impoverished, He enables
us to withstand the pressures of poverty. When we are prosperous, He
empowers us to withstand the test of prosperity. When others persecute us,
He empowers us inwardly so that we can endure. When others praise us, He
empowers us inwardly so that we can withstand the praise... If we are willing
to pay the price and lose our good qualities and strengths, we will see that
Christ is the resurrection power as our inward supply in every situation.

Being conformed to His death indicates that Christ’s death is a mold.
We have been placed into this mold of death, and then the resurrection
power conforms us to this mold... After baking [dough in a mold], the dough
becomes the same shape as the mold. In like manner the resurrection power
of Christ in us leads us, carries us, bears us, and places us into the mold of
Christ’s death. In this way we bear the image of Christ’s death.

We can see this mold of death in the daily living of Jesus the Nazarene, as
recorded in the four Gospels. Everything that was not of God or apart from
God was terminated and restricted by the mold of death. The Lord Jesus lived
on the earth for thirty-three and a half years under the shadow of death, that
is, in the mold of death. In this way He followed God, served God, lived for
God, and lived out God. Today Christ’s life in us puts us into the mold of His
death. Everything that is not of God, Christ, or the Spirit must be put to death.
The resurrection life puts us into the mold of Christ’s death to conform us to
His death. (CWWL, 1955, vol. 1, pp. 337-338)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” ch. 17;
CWWL, 1955, vol. 4, p. 446; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth
in Life,” ch. 12
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it
Is Christ who lives in me...

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

In Philippians 3:10...this expression [being conformed to His death]
indicates that Paul desired to take Christ’s death as the mold of his life.
Christ’s death is a mold to which we are conformed in much the same way
that dough is put into a cake mold and conformed to it. Paul continually
lived a crucified life, a life under the cross, just as Christ did in His human
living. Through such a life the resurrection power is experienced and
expressed. The mold of Christ’s death refers to the continual putting to
death of His human life that He might live by the life of God (John 6:57). Our
life should be conformed to such a mold—dying to our human life in order
to live the divine life. Being conformed to the death of Christ is the condition
for knowing and experiencing Him, the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1549-1550)

Today’s Reading

Christ’s death took place throughout His life on earth. As He was living,
He was also dying, dying to the old creation in order to live a life in the
new creation. This is the meaning of “His death” in Philippians 3:10. Being
conformed to Christ’s death should be our experience day by day. Daily we
must put our natural life to death and not live according to it. If we put to
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death our natural life, we shall have the consciousness that we have another
life, the divine life, within us. Once our outward natural life is put to death,
the inner divine life will be released. Then in our experience we shall be
conformed to Christ’s death.

There are four important matters in 3:10: to know Christ, to know the power
of His resurrection, to know the fellowship of His sufferings, and to be conformed
to His death. Actually, being conformed to Christ’s death is related to knowing
both the power of Christ’s resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings.
The words being conformed indicate how we may know the power of Christ’s
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings. By being conformed to the
death of Christ we experience the power of His resurrection and enter into the
fellowship of His sufferings. Being conformed to Christ’s death is the base of the
experience of Christ. If we are not conformed to the death of Christ, we do not
have the base for the experience of Christ. In order to experience Christ, we must
be conformed to His death. But to be conformed to the death of Christ, we must
have the fellowship of His sufferings. By participating in Christ’s sufferings, we are
ushered into a position to experience the power of His resurrection. Then, when
we experience the power of Christ’s resurrection, we know Him.

As we partake of Christ’s sufferings for the Body, we are conformed to
His death. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived a crucified life. He
continually put His natural life to death. By living such a crucified life He was
alive to God and lived Him. When we are willing to suffer for Christ and His
Body, we also shall live only to Him. Then we shall truly be conformed to His
death, for we shall share in His death. Day by day we shall experience the
power of His resurrection. This is the way to know Christ in an experiential
way. By knowing Christ in this way, experiencing Him in the power of His
resurrection, we obtain Him. The Lord Jesus,...by living a crucified life,...
always put His human life to death so that the divine life within Him could
flow out (John 10:10-11, 17). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
1550-1551, 3508)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 143
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 16:24 ...If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow Me.

Rom. 6:3-4 Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? We have been buried
therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in order that just as
Christ was raised from the dead...so also we might walk in newness of life.

God has put us into the mold of Christ’s death, and day by day God
is molding us to conform us to this death (Rom. 6:3-4). We should be
conformed to such a mold by our dying to our human life to live the divine
life... In the mold of Christ’s death, the natural life is killed, the old man is
crucified, and the self is nullified (2 Cor. 4:16; Rom. 6:6; Matt. 16:24). If we
allow our circumstances to press us into this mold, our daily life will be
molded into the form of Christ’s death (Rom. 8:28-29). (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, p. 3508)

Today’s Reading

The form of Christ’s death does not bear any indication of the natural
man, the old man, or the self. This means that as we are participating in
Christ’s death, His death will shape us, will conform us, to the form of His
death. This shaping by Christ’s death will deal with our natural life, our old
man, and our self. This means that in Christ’s death our natural man with the
natural life, the old man, and the self are continually put to death. In Christ’s
death, therefore, there is not any activity of the natural life, of the old man,
or of the self. However, if we behave in our natural man, in our old man, or in
the self, we do not bear the image of the death of Christ. In order to bear this
image, we need to be conformed to Christ’s death.
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We need to be impressed with the fact that Christ’s death is a form, a mold,
and that we are the “dough” that is placed into this mold. In the form, the
mold, of Christ’s death there is no natural man, old man, or self. All these are
ruled out by the mold of the death of Christ. To be molded, formed, in this way
is to be conformed to Christ’s death. The more we experience this, the more
we know Christ, His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1551)

To be conformed to the image of the firstborn Son of God is to live a
life of denying our natural life under the crucifixion of Christ by being
conformed to His death (Phil. 3:10c). To be conformed to the image of
Christ, we need to be conformed first to His death...The mold of Christ’s
death is to live a life of denying our natural life under the crucifixion of
Christ. In our daily life we should not do anything by our natural life.
Rather, in everything we must deny our natural life. This is to apply death
to ourselves. We have a mold in us, and that mold is death, the denying of
our natural life.

In the image of the firstborn Son of God there is the element of death, that
is, the denying of His own life. While He was living on the earth, He denied
His own life every moment and lived by the Father’s life instead. Although
His crucifixion was the final stop of His journey on earth, throughout the
thirty-three and a half years of His life, He lived under the death of the
cross by denying Himself and living by the Father’s life. This also is a great
element in the all-inclusive Spirit. In the matter of love we have to ask, “Lord,
is it I who love, or is it You who loves in me, from me, and through me?” If
we love by ourselves, that is a love by our natural life and is without death
or resurrection. If we deny our natural life and live by Christ, then we are
according to the apostle Paul’s word: “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no
longer [ who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). This is to be
conformed to the death of Christ. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, “God’s Salvation in
Life,” p. 380)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Christian Life,” p. 497;
CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, “God’s Salvation in Life,” ch. 3
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If I’'d know Christ’s risen power
The Way of the Cross — The Way of Life
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2. If I’'d have Christ formed within me,
I must breathe my final breath,
Live within the Cross’s shadow,
Put my soul-life €’er to death.

3. If God thru th’ Eternal Spirit
Nail me ever with the Lord,;
Only then as death is working

Will His life thru me be poured.
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%< Week Six
F ARG E AR E Attaining to the Out-resurrection
- 365 Hymns: 482

BEZ10~14, B5x3~5, A1, A—17T~18 Scripture Reading: Phil. 3:10-14; Rom. 6:3-5; 8:11; Rev. 1:17b-18

[:B—] § Day 1
= (BB E] B2 E, F5%0/4 L “The out-resurrection” refers to the outstanding resurrection,
E BREBBFHERGERT—HE= 11, the extra-resurrection, which will be a prize to the overcoming
A+ 4, 6: saints—Phil. 3:11; Rev. 20:4, 6:
Ffri]‘ EABIZATHEK, £ELERE, 4% A All believers who are dead in Christ will participate in the resurrection
RANPIEEF—TEATW 16, AT+ 52, from the dead at the Lord's coming back—1 Thes. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52.

Z EEBEEF B ERR, BE 9, L B.The Lord's overcomers will enjoy an extra, outstanding portion of that
R B ZRETHFEB LT Y, 1\;51'9% resurrection, a resurrection in which they will receive the reward of the
ARIEPTIE KA9—RE= 11, %‘l‘# 35. 26, kingdom; this is what the apostle Paul sought after—Phil. 3:11; Heb. 11:35, 26.

A HRERT, «%7‘5* AL EE g E 8948 F— 1. For Paul, to live was Christ as the out-resurrection—Phil.
HE—21 £, =11: 1:21a; 3:11:

— FAGBEIaNE AR, ARATHALEHA A The Christ who lived in Paul is the One who, in His own person, is the
BWHBEENEBR—4+—25, #%—17TF~18, =8, reality of the out-resurrection—John 11:25; Rev. 1:17b-18; 2:8.

WHOBFER LR REAEHR S, FH. A%  B.The out-resurrection is actually the dear, precious, excellent person of
é’] Aa; HEBEHAEBLE, CERKEEER Christ, the One who, through crucifixion and resurrection, has passed out

T FAEm—4+ 3, 20, 5]'*\,\ 19 ~ 20, of the old creation and has entered into God—John 14:3, 20; Heb. 6:19-20.
= :&1’?3%% a9 E, L AEREEEFS  Clnorder to attain to the out-resurrection, we need to know Christ in the
2 EA, R A 51 E G A8 B A, power of His resurrection, know Him in the fellowship of His sufferings,
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and know Him by being conformed to His death—Phil. 3:10-11.

D.In verses 13 and 14 we see that Paul did not account of himself to have
laid hold of the out-resurrection already; he pursued toward the goal of
the out-resurrection for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus had called
him upward.

§ Day 2 & Day 3

III. Our Christian life has a goal, and this goal is the out-resurrection,
the extraordinary resurrection—v. 11:

A.Paul aspired to be conformed to Christ's death so that, by any means, he
might arrive at the out-resurrection from the dead—v. 10.

B.The Christ whom we should live is Himself the out-resurrection—1:21a;
3:11; John 11:25.

C. We all are on the way to the out-resurrection; the out-resurrection should
be the goal and destination of our Christian life—Phil. 3:11-15.

D.The way toward the out-resurrection is the process of resurrection—
Rom. 8:11:

1. This process began on the day that we were baptized and will conclude when
we arrive at the outstanding resurrection—6:3-5.

2.As we move toward the goal, we are in the process of being resurrected;
eventually, every part of our being will be resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23.

3.We will continue in this process until we arrive at the goal of the out-
resurrection—Phil. 3:11.

E. To attain to the out-resurrection is to arrive at the out-resurrection; this
requires us to triumphantly run the race for the prize—1 Cor. 9:24-26; 2
Tim. 4:7-8; Heb. 12:1-2.

IV. The result of being conformed to Christ's death is that we
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may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead—Phil.
3:10-11:

A.Death is the condition for our attaining to the out-resurrection—v. 11.

B. Arriving at the out-resurrection is the result, the issue, of being conformed
to Christ's death—wv. 10.

C.To be conformed, molded, to the death of Christ means that we remain
always in His death—Rom. 6:6; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 3:10.

D.If we are being conformed to Christ's death, we will be in the resurrection
life of Christ, and in resurrection we will meet Christ, experience Christ,
and enjoy Christ—John 11:25; Eph. 3:8; Phil. 1:8, 19, 21a; 2:5-8; 3:12.

E.If we remain in Christ's death, allowing ourselves to be molded into its
likeness, the outcome will be that every part of our being will be gradually
resurrected—vv. 10-11.

§ Day 4

V. Concerning attaining to the out-resurrection, we need to
ask an important question: Can we reach the goal of the out-
resurrection in this age, or can we only run the race and
hope to reach the goal in the coming age?

A.If we think that we must wait until the coming age to reach the goal of
the out-resurrection but do not arrive at this goal in this age, we will not
attain to it in the next age.

B.We should endeavor to arrive at the out-resurrection during our
lifetime—v. 11.

§ Day 5
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C.Romans 8:11 reveals that we can attain to the out-resurrection in
this age:
1. This verse says that if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead

dwells in us, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to that part
of our being that is dying—our mortal body.

2. Gives life in verse 11 does not refer to healing but to the result of our allowing
the Spirit of God to make His home in us and saturate our entire being with
the divine life.

3. The Spirit is dwelling in us to work the out-resurrection into our being in a
real and practical way.

§ Day 6

VI. To arrive at the out-resurrection indicates that our entire
being is gradually and continually resurrected—1 Thes. 5:23:

A.God first resurrected our deadened spirit; He proceeds to resurrect our
soul and our mortal body until our whole being—spirit, soul, and body—
is fully resurrected out of our old being by His life and with His life—Eph.
2:5-6; Rom. 8:6, 11.

B.This is a process in life through which we must pass and a race that
we must run until we arrive at the out-resurrection as the prize—Phil.
3:11-14.

C.If we are conformed to Christ's death, every part of our being will
be gradually resurrected; thus, the Christian life is a process of
resurrection.

D.We can reach this goal only by living a crucified life—v. 11; Gal. 2:20.

VII.We need to be conformed to Christ's death so that by any
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means we may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead,;
this is the only way for the Lord to go on in His recovery, the
only way to build up His church, the only way for the bride
to make herself ready, and the only way to bring the Lord
back—Phil. 3:10-11; Matt. 16:18; Rev. 19:7-9a; 22:14, 20.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:11 If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.

Rev. 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection;
over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

The out-resurrection from the dead [Phil. 3:11] denotes the outstanding
resurrection, the extra-resurrection, which will be a prize to the overcoming
saints. All believers who are dead in Christ will participate in the resurrection
from the dead at the Lord’s coming back (1 Thes. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52). But the
overcoming saints will enjoy an extra, outstanding portion of that resurrection.
This is the “better resurrection” mentioned in Hebrews 11:35. The better
resurrection is not only “the first resurrection” (Rev. 20:4-6), “the resurrection
of life” (John 5:28-29), but also the out-resurrection, the resurrection in which
the Lord’s overcomers will receive the reward of the kingdom, which the
apostle Paul sought after. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 188)

Today’s Reading

To pursue toward the goal of the out-resurrection [Phil. 3:11] is to
pursue a life which is out of the old creation and wholly in God. This out-
resurrection is actually Christ Himself in resurrection. We may also say that
in His person Christ portrays the out-resurrection. Before the incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ, there was no such portrait, for there
was not yet such a thing as the out-resurrection. Before Christ’s incarnation,
God had not been joined to His creation. But one day the Son of God came
into the old creation. When He was crucified, He brought the entire old
creation to the cross and nailed it there. Hence, through crucifixion, Christ
terminated the old creation. Furthermore, when He was buried, He brought
the old creation, which was symbolized by the grave clothes, with Him
into the tomb. When He was resurrected, He left the grave clothes behind
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(John 20:6-7). This indicates that the old creation was left in the tomb.
When Christ came forth in resurrection, He was a person absolutely out of
the old creation and in God. This is the meaning of the expression the out-
resurrection. Christ attained to this out-resurrection through crucifixion
and resurrection.

According to the New Testament, we should not separate the out-
resurrection from the person of Christ, for Christ Himself is actually the out-
resurrection. This means that when we received the Lord Jesus, we also
received the out-resurrection.

Having “this mind” [Phil. 3:15] is related to pursuing the out-resurrection.
To have this mind is to have the understanding and realization that, as those
who have been chosen, redeemed, and regenerated by God, we must pursue
one thing—to have our living out of the old creation and in God. This means
that our whole life should be in the out-resurrection...This out-resurrection
is actually the dear, precious, excellent person of Christ, the very One who,
through crucifixion and resurrection, has passed out of the old creation and
has entered into God. This wonderful One is far more excellent than the
angels. Angels still belong to the old creation. They have not experienced
crucifixion or resurrection. But after Christ was crucified and buried, He was
resurrected out of the old creation and into God...Christ Himself is the reality
of the out-resurrection! Now we must pursue a life which is this wonderful
person of Christ. With Paul we should be able to say, “To me, to live is Christ”
(1:21). Paul could also testify that he had been crucified with Christ and that
Christ lived in him (Gal. 2:20). The very Christ who lived in Paul is the One
who, in His own person, is the out-resurrection.

We need to pursue toward the goal—the goal of the out-resurrection,
which is our dear and excellent Christ Himself. What a blessing it is to see
this! How blessed we would be in our family life if we pursued a life which
is out of the old creation and in God. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 481-
483)

Further Reading: Life-study of Philippians, msgs. 22-23,53-56
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 3:10 To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.

Rom. 6:4-5 We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism
into His death...For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of
His death, indeed we will also be in the likeness of His resurrection.

The death here [in Philippians 3:10] is the lovable, all-accomplishing
death of Christ...Death is the condition for our attaining to the out-
resurrection [v. 11]...Paul desired to arrive at a certain goal, the goal of the
out-resurrection.

After we believed in the Lord Jesus..., we were baptized. The significance
of baptism is to terminate our natural being and to be germinated with
the divine life... Baptism, however, is simply the beginning of our Christian
life. Our Christian life also has a goal, and this goal is the out-resurrection.
This term out-resurrection means that every part of our being will be
resurrected. When we were baptized, our old life, our natural human life,
was terminated and buried, and a new life, the divine life, which is Christ,
rose up from within. At that time we began our Christian life and walk. The
Christian walk involves a long process, and it takes us a long way. At the
end of this walk is the goal at which we need to arrive...This goal is the out-
resurrection, the extraordinary resurrection. The way toward this goal is
the process of resurrection. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,”
p.475)

Today’s Reading

On the day we were baptized, we should have realized that our old man,
the natural man with the old life, was buried. Through that burial, the divine
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life, the eternal life, rose up within us, and our Christian walk began. A new
life had come to live in us with the goal of bringing our whole being into
resurrection. Between baptism and the goal there is the long process of
arriving at the out-resurrection. Although our baptism signified that our old
man had been buried and that another life had risen up to live in us, we did
not live according to what was signified by our baptism. Most of the time we
lived by our natural life, not by Christ. Because we still live so much by our
natural life, the process of resurrection must continue.

Remember that [Philippians 3:8-11 is] one long sentence. In verse 8
Paul says that he counts all things as loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord. Furthermore, in verse 9 he tells us that
he desires to be found in Christ in such a condition that he does not have
his own righteousness out of the law but that he has God Himself lived out
of him as his righteousness. All of this is for the purpose of experientially
knowing Christ, the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings and also of being conformed to His death in order to arrive, by any
means, at the out-resurrection from the dead.

Arriving at the out-resurrection is the result, the issue, of being conformed
to Christ’s death. To be conformed, molded, to the death of Christ means
that we remain always in His death. If we remain in Christ’s death, allowing
ourselves to be molded into its likeness, the outcome will be that every part
of our being will be gradually resurrected.

According to God’s economy, we are first resurrected in our spirit. From
that time onward, our Christian walk is a process of resurrection. Day by
day God is processing us from the natural life to the resurrected life. In
Philippians 3:10 Paul speaks of being conformed to Christ’s death. This is a
continual process, not a once-for-all experience. As we know Him, the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, we are under the
process of being conformed to Christ’s death. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The
Experience of Christ,” pp. 475-477)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” chs. 7, 9,
18-19, 21, 23
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor.9:24-26 Do you not know that those who run on a racecourse all
run, but one receives the prize? Run in this way, that you may lay hold.
And everyone who contends exercises self-control in all things; they then,
that they may receive a corruptible crown, but we, an incorruptible. I
therefore run in this way, not as though without a clear aim; I box in this
way, not as though beating the air.

In Philippians 3:11 Paul says, “If perhaps I may attain to the out-
resurrection from the dead.”...Paul was desperate. He was like a runner in
a race who is desperate to be first. Paul’s concept was that of a race in the
Olympic Games. By any means, he wanted to arrive at the goal of the out-
resurrection. We all need to have this sense of desperation infused into us.
We need to be desperate to attain to the out-resurrection. (CWWL, 1978, vol.
1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 391)

Today’s Reading

The goal is the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ, and the prize is
the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom as a reward to
the victorious runners of the New Testament race. In order to reach the goal
for the prize, Paul was exercised to forget the things which are behind and to
stretch forward to the things which are before.

Even though Paul was a matured saint and a very experienced apostle, he
tells us that he had not already obtained and had not yet been perfected. He
did not regard himself as one who had obtained the full enjoyment of Christ
or the full maturity in life. He, of course, had obtained the common salvation
by the common faith (1 Tim. 1:14-16), but he was still pursuing Christ in
order to gain Him. Furthermore, Paul was also seeking Christ in order to have
the extra portion of resurrection.
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Like Paul, we have been regenerated, but we are not yet perfected, or
matured, in life. At the time of our conversion, we were gained by Christ so
that we may gain Him. Now as those who have not yet obtained and who
have not yet been perfected, we are pursuing Christ. The first aspect of the
way to pursue Christ is that we do not consider ourselves to have gained.
Following this, we need to do one thing: forget the things which are behind
and stretch forward to the things which are before.

The goal toward which we are pursuing is the full enjoyment of Christ, and
the prize is the extra enjoyment of Christ. I believe this extra portion of the
enjoyment of Christ will be in the millennial kingdom...This extraordinary
enjoyment of Christ corresponds to the out-resurrection in Philippians 3:11...
All believers who die before the Lord comes back will be resurrected, but
some will enjoy an extraordinary resurrection, an outstanding resurrection.
Paul speaks of this as the out-resurrection from among the dead, a prize to
those believers who are successful in running the New Testament race.

Many Christians hold the concept that as long as they are resurrected when
the Lord comes back, they will not have any problems. This concept is wrong.
The Bible reveals that all unbelievers will be resurrected. According to John
5:28-29, there are two classes of resurrection: the first class is resurrection
to life, and the second is resurrection to condemnation. All the believers who
have died will be resurrected unto life, that is, unto salvation. However, the
unbelievers will be resurrected after the millennium unto condemnation, unto
perdition...We should not say that simply because a person will be resurrected
he will not have any problems...There will be a distinction not only between
the resurrection of the believers and the unbelievers, but also a distinction
among Christians at the time of resurrection. Yes, we shall all be resurrected.
But many will participate in resurrection merely in a common way; they will
not enjoy the out-resurrection...Others, however, will enjoy the extra portion
of resurrection. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 194-195)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 183, 349
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live.

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ...

We need to ask an important question: Can we reach the goal of the out-
resurrection in this age, or can we only run the race and hope to reach the
goal in the coming age? Some may think that we must wait until the coming
age to reach the goal. But if we do not arrive at the goal in this age, we shall
not attain to it in the next age. We must endeavor to arrive at the goal during
our lifetime.

For Paul, to live [Phil. 1:21] was the goal—Christ as the out-resurrection.
Furthermore, for us, to live should also be the out-resurrection, for the very
Christ whom we should live is Himself the out-resurrection. This means
that day by day we should live the out-resurrection. For example, suppose a
certain brother loves his wife very much. He needs to ask himself whether
this love is natural or in resurrection. Even non-Christian husbands may love
their wives in a natural way. If a brother loves his wife in resurrection, his
love will be out of the old creation and in God. This shows that to live Christ
is to live the out-resurrection, to live a life absolutely out of the old creation
and in God. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 476)

Today’s Reading

When [ was young, [ wondered why it seemed difficult for Paul to reach
the goal. I thought that the persecutions he suffered made this difficult. It
seemed to me opposition from others hindered him in running the Christian
race. Years later, through experience [ came to see that it is easier for me to
overcome persecutions than to love my wife in the out-resurrection and not
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according to the natural life. | have been in Christ for more than fifty years.
During all this time I have been a zealous Christian. Having encountered
many hindrances in the Christian race, I have learned that the greatest
hindrance is the natural life with its thoughts and habits. The natural life
frustrates in running the race toward the goal.

Although you may not speak in an evil, slanderous way, your talk may
be natural. You may speak many positive things, but your words may be
spoken in a natural way, not in resurrection. It is easy to improve our
character, behavior, ethics, or morality, but it is extremely difficult to live in
resurrection.

One characteristic of the natural life is anxiety... Recently, [ had a problem with
my health, and I was anxious about it. I claimed the Lord’s word in Philippians
4:6 and 7: “In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses every man’s understanding, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts in Christ Jesus.” However, immediately after declaring that I stood on
this promise, I was anxious again. [ wanted to be free from anxiety, but it refused
to let me go...I was anxious because [ was not fully in resurrection. There is no
anxiety in the out-resurrection. Anxiety belongs to the old creation, and it cannot
enter into the realm of resurrection, into the sphere of the new creation.

Paul knew from experience that it is not easy to live a life which is wholly
out of the old creation and in God. In 1:21 he could declare, “To me, to live is
Christ.” But in chapter 1 we simply have the declaration, not the explanation or
definition. In chapter 3 we see that to live Christ is to live the out-resurrection
and that this should be our goal. Our deeds and words must be in resurrection.
If a certain deed is not in resurrection, we should not do it. If a certain word
is not in resurrection, we should not say it. The question is not whether a
particular thing is right or wrong, but whether or not it is in resurrection. Even
our love needs to be in resurrection. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 476-477)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1955, vol. 3, pp. 31-32; Truth Lessons—Level
Four, vol. 1, Isn. 18; Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 4, Isn. 54
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me...

Romans 8:11 indicates that we can attain to the out-resurrection in
this age. Here Paul says that the Spirit of the One who raised Christ from
the dead will give life to that part of our being which is dying, our mortal
bodies. We have seen that the Spirit is the reality of Christ’s resurrection, the
reality of the out-resurrection. The Spirit is dwelling in us to work the out-
resurrection into our being in a real and practical way. Thus, Romans 8:11
indicates that we should attain to the out-resurrection in this age. (Life-study
of Philippians, p. 478)

Today’s Reading

We need to be conformed to Christ’s death both in the church life and in
our family life, dying to the old creation that we may live the new creation.
By being conformed to the death of Christ, we experience the power of His
resurrection and enter into the fellowship of His sufferings. It is in this way
that we attain to the out-resurrection and reach the goal of being fully out of
the old creation and wholly resurrected into the new creation.

If a brother attains to the out-resurrection in his experience, even his
love for his wife will be in the new creation. No longer will it be a natural
love, a love in the old creation. A brother may love his wife very much, but
his love may have nothing to do with the out-resurrection. Likewise, a wife
may be submissive to her husband according to her ethics and cultural
background, but her submission may also be altogether in the natural realm,
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in the old creation, not at all in the new creation...God does not want a
natural love or a natural submission, a love and submission which are not in
the out-resurrection. Instead, He wants us to live the kind of life revealed in
Philippians 3. For this, we need to gain Christ and be found in Him to know
the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being
conformed to His death, that we may attain to the out-resurrection.

In the out-resurrection there is no element of the old creation. Instead,
everything is full of the divine element. This is the reason that people sense
God when they are with a person who lives in the out-resurrection. The
living of such a person, his deeds and words, is in resurrection. This is the
out-resurrection in our daily life...This is what [Paul] had in mind when he
declared that his desire was to know Christ and the power of His resurrection
and by any means to attain to the out-resurrection. Not regarding himself as
having attained, he pursued toward the goal of the out-resurrection.

Just as the goal is the out-resurrection, so the prize is also the out-
resurrection. The goal is for us to gain, whereas the prize is for us to enjoy. We
may reach the goal in this age, but we shall enjoy the prize in the coming age.

Revelation 20:6 refers to the prize in the coming age, the prize of the first
resurrection: “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection;
over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of
God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.” The Greek
word rendered “first” is the same word used for the “best” robe given to the
returned prodigal in Luke 15. The first resurrection is the best resurrection,
the out-resurrection... If we obtain the out-resurrection today, it will become
a prize to us in the next age. Then what is now our goal will become our prize
when, during the millennium, we reign as co-kings with Christ... In Christ
God has called us from above for this prize. This prize should be the goal we
pursue and obtain in this age. (Life-study of Philippians, pp. 470-471, 477-
479)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 2, “A General Sketch of the New
Testament in the Light of Christ and the Church, Part 2—Romans through
Philemon,” ch. 18
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 Thes. 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may
your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the
spirit is life and peace.

To arrive at the out-resurrection means that our entire being has been
gradually and continually resurrected. God first resurrected our deadened
spirit (Eph. 2:5-6). Then from our spirit He proceeds to resurrect our soul
(Rom. 8:6) and our mortal body (v. 11), until our entire being—spirit, soul,
and body—is fully resurrected out of our old being by His life and with His
life. This is a process in life through which we must pass and a race for us
to run until we arrive at the out-resurrection as the prize. Hence, the out-
resurrection should be the goal and destination of our Christian life. We can
only reach this goal by being conformed to the death of Christ, by living a
crucified life. (Life-study of Philippians, p. 188)

Today’s Reading

As long as we are not in resurrection, we cannot experience Christ, because
Christ today is in resurrection... But when you are willing to be conformed to
Christ’s death and are spontaneously brought into resurrection, you will meet
Christ in resurrection. Here, in resurrection, Christ becomes our experience.
Take being nice as an example. The sisters are usually very nice. This niceness,
however, is natural. When some sisters hear this, they may decide to no longer
be nice. But to do that is to be sinful. The way is neither to be nice nor to not
be nice; it is to be conformed to the death of Christ... If we are not conformed
to the death of Christ, we simply cannot experience Him... If you are being
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conformed to His death, you will be in resurrection ...We will continue to be
processed into resurrection until our whole being is resurrected.

Other verses prove that the out-resurrection spoken of in Philippians 3:11
is not merely a future event but a present process. Romans 6:4 and 5 say that
as we have been buried in the likeness of Christ’s death, so we will also walk
in newness of life. This means that we will be resurrected in the likeness of
His resurrection. This likeness is the newness of life.

Romans 8:10 and 11 say that we have Christ within us, that our body
is dead because of sin, but that our spirit is life because of righteousness.
Furthermore, the Spirit who raised Christ from the dead will give life to our
mortal body so that our body may enjoy resurrection life. This is not only a
future matter; it is the process of resurrection that we are undergoing today.

In 2 Corinthians 1:8 and 9 Paul says that he was excessively burdened,
beyond power, and even despaired of living; he also says that he had the
response of death in himself. Nevertheless, God, who raises the dead,
sustained him by the power of resurrection. In 2 Corinthians 4:10 Paul says
that he was always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus so
that the life of Jesus might be manifested in his body. In verse 16 of the same
chapter he says that the outer man is decaying, but the inner man is being
renewed day by day. This is the process of the resurrection. We will continue
in this process until we arrive at the goal of the out-resurrection.

In whatever we do, we should ask whether or not we are being conformed
to the death of Christ. We need to be conformed to His death so that by any
means we may arrive at the out-resurrection from the dead. This is the only
way for the Lord to go on in His recovery, the only way for the Lord to build
up His church, the only way for Him to prepare His bride, and the only way
for us to bring the Lord back. The unique way is to be conformed to the death
of Christ so that we may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. (CWWL,
1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” pp. 480-483)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1955, vol. 4, “Further Talks on the Knowledge of
Life,” ch. 21; CWWL, 1932-1949, vol. 4, “Crucial Truths in the Holy Scriptures,
Volume 6,” ch. 56
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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