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Living and Serving according to God’s Economy
concerning the Church

Holy Word for Morning Revival
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% —if Week One

B RBAYRE Uy B R R % Living and Serving according to
A EEF A the Heavenly Vision of God’s Economy
FEC 'S Hymns: s151

HAE RAT—3~4, h—4~5 =2.9, 526~ Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 1:3-4; Eph. 1:4-5; 3:2, 9; 5:26-27; Heb.
27, R=10~11, Mar & 23, H=>18~19 2:10-11; 1 Thes. 5:23; Acts 26:18-19

[E—] § Day 1

T EIMRBEEZRE, BALMEMGIA I The one thing, the unique thing, that should be focused
—HE - E, 75 AP K 1% 48 W‘é’]/é% on, stressed, and ministered in the Lord's recovery is the
RE%R, BE é’? F 0 R B st R AY 89 &8 heavenly vision of the eternal economy of God; the central
A REBT) & B AP OGE — R AT — 3 ~ subject of the Bible is the economy of God, and the entire
4, % —10, =2, 8~9, 16~19, & Bible is concerned with the economy of God—1 Tim. 1:3-4;
—~18~19: Eph. 1:10; 3:2, 8-9, 16-19; Acts 26:18-19:

— [iehsh, FEHAELMA THERA, X A"God's economy and plan is to make Himself man and to make us, His
FARMB AT AER 4], W#aT created beings, 'God' so that He is 'man-ized' and we are 'God-ized' " (A

[A ], MEMBATAL] . ] (B4 Deeper Study of the Divine Dispensing, pp. 51-52).
ﬁ"’\ﬂ%izﬁéﬁﬁfha, MAR)

Z MK T R B R AN, IFEALLE S B.God's eternal economy is for Him to become man that man might become
MiFE (EREAivi L) A, v LB God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead for the building up of the
78, %iaTRIIRRRMA—L— 1, 14, #aT Body of Christ to consummate the New Jerusalem—]John 1:1, 14; 1 Cor.
+A245TF, AwW5, A6, ——2, 10~11, 15:45b; Rev. 4:5; 5:6; 21:2, 10-11.

= ARAMERCEE, BARMAR —EEL, C.Today we can be in one accord because we have only one vision, the

O =Ft+tHEEREEREEETIIRE 1IBRAE—2F18 Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 1
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A KM AELAGfEE L (EREME L) &
AP, RO AKig B A RE K
P BHER, BZAMEFLTHLEY, &
BB BEMEWALT LI ENE
B, hRAPELEGE S, LR ET
P EEA—i—4~5;

— RAHERNT RARE, AP R FAY, LHATIE
ERE, AAR—W B IRE. ARE, BT
BE—IRAT— 15~ 16, $h—4~5,

Z A TR AN, EAFERET EM. A&
mAER, AR IAEREERAM (4) ; BAEM
RENG, AMEREER, LT EMERE R G
WHEIGHEAMED, BEHNOHEEARLEER

NEJNZIGERNLE KHKE—4, 2T=14)
= AEZARMTEZ AR B AMELTHL Y, &

vision of the eternal economy of God—Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 1:9-10; Jer.
32:39.

§ Day 2

II. Our becoming God in life and in nature but not in the
Godhead was initiated by God the Father in eternity past by
His choosing us to be holy, predestinating us unto sonship;
the divine sanctification for the divine sonship is the
center of the divine economy and the central thought of the
revelation in the New Testament—Eph. 1:4-5:

A.To be sanctified is to be made holy, which is to be separated unto God
and saturated with God as the Holy One, the One who is different, distinct,
from everything that is common—1 Pet. 1:15-16; Eph. 1:4-5.

B.He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy in
order for us to become God in nature (v. 4); God is the only One who is
holy; for us to be holy we need God in His holy nature dispensed into us,
and this holy nature becomes the holy element with which the Holy Spirit
sanctifies us (2 Pet. 1:4; Heb. 12:14).

C. He predestinated us unto sonship even before we were created in order

BaMELEG LA (h—5) ; KMEREFHE
AF, L REAENGEPPBHEANER, MAHH
g (4—12~13, =6, HEE 11 ~12) :
| DR —E U AEIEOR B U FIRCE EE A -
HEE BRI B T BB EREEE - T4
WEMINSE A2 EH - B #ERM2A > BE5E
(8 23) > Bl Ppfby (Z—2-9~11) »

[B=]

O =FtHAEKEEEREESRTIIMAKSE 1 BAE—FF 28

for us to become God in life (Eph. 1:5); for us to become sons of God, we

must be born of God by the dispensing of God's life into our being (John

1:12-13; 3:6; 1 John 5:11-12):

1. Ephesians 1:4-5 reveals that God chose us to be holy for the purpose of
our being made sons of God; to be made holy is the process, the procedure,

whereas to be sons of God is the aim, the goal, so that our whole being,
including our body (Rom. 8:23), may be "sonized" by God (Rev. 21:2, 9-11).

§ Day 3

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 2
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2.Hebrews 2:10-11 reveals that the resurrected Christ as the Captain,
the Author, of God's salvation is leading many sons into glory by
sanctifying them.

3. The divine sanctification is the holding line in the carrying out of the divine
economy to sonize us divinely, making us sons of God that we may become the
same as God in His life and in His nature (but not in His Godhead), so that we
may be God's expression; hence, God's sanctification is the divine sonizing.

4. We say that sanctification is the holding line because every step of God's
work with us is to make us holy; the carrying out of the eternal economy of
God is by the Spirit's sanctification—1 Thes. 5:23; John 17:17; Eph. 5:26-27;
1 Cor. 6:11; 12:3b; Heb. 12:4-14; Rom. 8:28-29; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thes. 5:19; Rev.
2:7a; Psa. 73:16-17, 25-26; Rev. 21:2, 10.

§ Day 4

III. The divine, dispositional sanctification is carried out by

Christ as the life-giving, sanctifying, and speaking Spirit—1
Cor. 15:45b; 1 Thes. 5:23; Eph. 5:26:

A.Christ as the life-giving Spirit sanctifies the church by cleansing her

according to the washing of the water in the word; according to the divine
concept, water in Ephesians 5:26 refers to the flowing life of God, typified
by flowing water (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; John 7:37-39; Rev. 7:17; 21:6;
22:1,17); we are now in such a washing process in order that the church
may be holy and without blemish.

B.The Greek word for washing in Ephesians 5:26 is literally "laver”; in

the Old Testament the priests used the laver to wash away their earthly
defilement (Exo. 30:18-21); day by day, morning and evening, we need
to come to the Bible and be cleansed by the laver of the water in the
word.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 3
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C. Paul uses the Greek word rhema when he speaks of the word with its
washing process (Eph. 5:26); logos is God's Word objectively recorded in
the Bible; rhema is the word of God spoken to us on a specific occasion
(Mark 14:72; Luke 1:35-38; 5:5; 24:1-8).

D.As the life-giving Spirit, Christ is the speaking Spirit; whatever He speaks
is the word that washes us; this does not refer to logos, the constant word,
but to rhema, which denotes an instant word, the word that the Lord
presently speaks to us—Matt. 4:4; John 6:63; Rev. 2:7; 22:17a; cf. Isa. 6:9-
10; Matt. 13:14-15; Acts 28:25-31.

E.The rhema reveals something to us personally and directly; it shows us
what we need to deal with and what we need to be cleansed from (the
laver of bronze was a mirror that could reflect and expose—Exo. 38:8);
the important thing for each one of us is this—is God speaking His word
to me today?—Rev. 2:7; 1 Sam. 3:1,21; Amos 3:7.

F. One thing that we always treasure is that the Lord still speaks to us
personally and directly today; true growth in life depends upon our
receiving the word directly from God; only His speaking in us has true
spiritual value—Heb. 3:7-11, 15; 4:7; Psa. 95:7-8.

G.The central point of our prayers should be our longing for the Lord's
speaking, which enables us to fulfill the goal of His eternal economy
according to His heart's desire to have His divine sonship—Luke 1:38;
10:38-42; Eph. 1:5.

H.In a very practical sense, the Lord's presence is one with His speaking;
whenever He speaks, we realize His presence within us; Christ's
speaking is the very presence of the life-giving Spirit—cf. Exo. 33:12-17;
Heb. 11:8.

I. The speaking of the indwelling Christ as the life-giving Spirit within us is
the cleansing water that deposits a new element into us to replace the old

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 4
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element in our nature and disposition; this metabolic cleansing causes
a genuine and inward change in life, which is the reality of dispositional
sanctification and transformation.

§ Day 5

IV. Acts 26:18 reveals the contents of our divine commission to
serve according to the heavenly vision of God's economy; we
need to pray over these contents, asking the Lord to make
them our experience and reality so that we can bring others
into this experience and reality:

A."To open their eyes"—v. 18:

1.We need to continually pray for a spirit of wisdom and revelation to
understand and to see more and more of Christ, the Body of Christ, and the
divine dispensing for the divine economy—Eph. 1:17; 3:5; cf. Rev. 4:6; 3:17;
Matt. 6:6.

2.We cannot go on without new knowledge of the Lord and a new vision of
Him—Acts 26:16; Phil. 3:8b, 10a, 13; cf. Deut. 4:25.

3. 0ur commission is to "enlighten all that they may see what the economy of
the mystery is"—Eph. 3:0.
B."To turn them from darkness to light"—Acts 26:18:

1. Light is the presence of God; we need to be people who are full of light—Isa.
2:5; 1 John 1:5; Luke 11:34-36.

2. The enjoyment of Christ as our God-given portion is "in the light"—Col. 1:12;
John 8:12; 1:4; Psa. 119:105, 130; Matt. 5:14; Rev. 1:20.

3. We need to be luminaries in the world, holding forth the word of life (Phil.
2:14-16); we need to tell out the virtues of the One who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light (1 Pet. 2:9).

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 5
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C."To turn them...from the authority of Satan to God"—Acts 26:18:

1. The highest point in our spiritual experience is to have a clear sky with the
throne above it; to have the throne above a clear sky is to give the Lord the
preeminence in our being and the highest and most prominent position in
our life—Ezek. 1:22, 26; Col. 1:18; cf. Ezek. 14:3.

2.1f we are under a clear sky with the throne above it, genuine authority will be
with us to bring others under God's authority—2 Cor. 10:4-5, 8; 13:3, 10.

3. Our uttermost love for the Lord qualifies, perfects, and equips us to speak for
the Lord with His authority—cf. John 21:15, 17.

D."That they may receive forgiveness of sins"—Acts 26:18:

1. We need to go to the Lord to receive a thorough forgiveness of all our sins—1
John 1:7, 9.

2.David begged God to blot out his transgressions, wash him thoroughly from
his iniquity, and cleanse him from his sin—Psa. 51:1-2, 7, 9:

a. Like David we need to stay in the presence of God to have a thorough and
genuine repentance and confession to receive a full forgiveness from God.

b.If we confess our sins to receive God's forgiveness, we will have the
gladness of God's salvation and be sustained with a willing spirit;
then we can teach transgressors His ways, and sinners will turn back
to Him—vv. 12-13.

§ Day 6

E."That they may receive...an inheritance among those who have been
sanctified by faith in Me"; this inheritance is the Triune God Himself with
all He has, all He has done, and all He will do for His redeemed people—
Acts 26:18:

1. The Triune God is embodied in the all-inclusive Christ, who is the portion

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 6
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allotted to the saints as their inheritance—Col. 2:9; 1:12.

2.We enjoy the pneumatic Christ as the pledge of our inheritance (Eph. 1:14)
"among those," that is, among those in the church life (cf. 2 Tim. 2:22).

3.We need to bring people into the enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ in
the church life so that they may enjoy Christ as we do and be sanctified
dispositionally with the holy nature of God through the exercise of their
spirit—Heb. 2:10-11; 1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 4:13.

V. Our being sanctified for the divine sonship ultimately
consummates in the New Jerusalem as the holy city (Rev.
21:2, 10) and the aggregate of the divine sonship (v. 7); this
is the ultimate consummation of God becoming a man in
the flesh that man might become God in the Spirit to gain
a great, corporate God-man (vv. 3,22) for the corporate
expression, the glory, of the Triune God (vv. 11, 23).

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 1 Outline - Page 7
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WEEK 1—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority
to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who were
begotten...of God.

2 Pet. 1:4 ...He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises
that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature...

When God created man, He created him as a vessel...God’s purpose is to fill
up this vessel with Himself. However, before God filled man up, man became
defiled and corrupted. Hence, God came to redeem man and cleanse him. But
this is only the means; it is not God’s goal.

The ultimate purpose of God is to work Himself into us in order that He
may be our life and everything to us so that one day we can become Him. But
this does not mean that we can become part of the Godhead and be the same
as the unique God...Although we are born of God and have God’s life to become
God’s children, His house, and His household, we do not have a share in His
sovereignty or His person and cannot be worshipped as God. (CWWL, 1990,
vol. 3, “A Deeper Study of the Divine Dispensing,” pp. 390-391)

Today’s Reading

In church history, beginning from the second century, some church fathers
who were expounding the Bible used the term deification, which means to
make man God. Later, they were opposed by others and were considered as
heretics. But John 1:12-13 says...[that] we the believers are begotten of God.
What is begotten of man is man, and what is begotten of God must be God. We
are born of God; hence, in this sense we are God. Nevertheless, we must know
that we do not share God’s person and cannot be worshipped by others. Only
God Himself has the person of God and can be worshipped by man.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 1
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The traditional concept in Christianity is that God wants us, the saved ones,
to be good, to be spiritual, and to be holy, but there is no concept that God
wants us to be God-men. When God became flesh and came to earth, He was
both God and man, a wonderful God-man, having both divinity and humanity.
As for us, we are not only created by Him, but we have Him begotten into us so
that every one of us has God’s life and nature, and we are now God'’s children (2
Pet. 1:4). Therefore, as those begotten of God, we are all God-men.

God’s economy and plan is to make Himself man and to make us, His created
beings, “God” so that He is “man-ized” and we are “God-ized.” In the end He and
we, we and He, all become God-men. Hence, it is not enough for us to be good
men, spiritual men, or holy men...God does not expect us to improve ourselves,
because God is not after our being good men. He wants us to be God-men. He
is our life and everything to us for the purpose that we would express Him and
live Him out.

When God created us, He created us in His image and according to His
likeness. We are like a picture that has His image but is without His life. After
we are regenerated, this picture becomes the “real” person, having His life and
nature, and being the same as He is. He is God “man-ized,” and we are man
“God-ized.” In the end the two become one, both being God-men.

For this reason we have to exercise ourselves to be God-men...God begot us
so that we can receive His life and nature and can grow in His life. When God
grows within us, we grow (Col. 2:19). In order for God to increase within us,
we have to exercise our spirit because every proper thing that goes on between
God and man depends on the spirit. The more we exercise our spirit, the more
God operates and increases within us. As a result, we grow up to become
genuine God-men. This is what God is after. (CWWL, 1990, vol. 3, “A Deeper
Study of the Divine Dispensing,” pp. 391-392)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1986, vol. 2, “The Vision of the Age,” ch. 2; CWWL,
1985, vol. 3, “Elders’ Training, Book 5: Fellowship concerning the Lord’s Up-to-

date Move,” ch. 1
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 1:4-5 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the
world to be holy and without blemish before Him in love, predestinating
us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will.

Holy means not only sanctified, separated unto God, but also different,
distinct, from everything that is common. Only God is different, distinct,
from all things. Hence, He is holy; holiness is His nature. He chose us that
we should be holy. He makes us holy by imparting Himself, the Holy One,
into our being, that our whole being may be permeated and saturated with
His holy nature. For us, God’s chosen ones, to be holy is to partake of God’s
divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4) and to have our whole being permeated with God
Himself. This is different from mere sinless perfection or sinless purity.
This makes our being holy in God’s nature and character, just like God
Himself. (Eph. 1:4, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

Sanctification is to separate God’s people unto God for God to work on
them and to work in them to make them His sons. God had an intention
and made an economy to get many sons. Then the Spirit came to separate
the chosen ones unto God so that God could beget them. First, they were
sanctified unto God; then...God came to beget them, making them His sons,
and this was through the sanctification of the Spirit. Verse 4 of Ephesians
1 says that God chose us to be holy. Then verse 5 says that He did this by
predestinating us unto sonship. Thus, sanctification is unto sonship, for
sonship.

For us to be holy and for us to be sons both require God’s dispensing...God
is the only One who is holy. For us to be holy we need a holy element
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dispensed into us. When the Holy Spirit comes into us, He brings God’s holy
nature into us, and that holy nature becomes the holy element with which the
Holy Spirit sanctifies us. Stanza 1 of Hymns, #841 says, “By Thy holy nature
/ 1 am sanctified; / By Thy resurrection, / Vict'ry is supplied.” His holy nature
makes us holy, and His resurrection power makes us victorious. We have
God’s holy nature imparted into our being, and this holy nature becomes the
holy element with which we are made holy. Our being made holy is for us to
be sons. The imparting of God’s holy nature into us and His begetting us are
His dispensing.

Both sanctification and the sonship are always carried out by the Spirit.
This is why Ephesians 1:3 calls this a spiritual blessing, a blessing by the Spirit.
Today we must learn to live by the Spirit, to act according to the Spirit, to have
our being altogether by the Spirit, with the Spirit, and according to the Spirit
(Rom. 8:4). As long as we have our being by the Spirit and act according to the
Spirit, we are ready to grow in the divine life. Then we need some nourishment.
We can be nourished in these three ways: by reading the holy Word, by listening
to the spiritual speaking, and by coming to the meetings. This nourishment
causes us to grow.

It is the Spirit who sanctifies us unto sonship. It is the Spirit who begets
us that we may be born of God (John 3:6)...To be sanctified unto sonship
is altogether a matter by the Spirit, in the Spirit, and with the Spirit. [ am
concerned when | see a number of dear saints who have been in the recovery for
many years with no growth. Although they may meet, read the Bible, and listen
to the messages, they do not care for the Spirit...Although they say that they love
the Lord, love the recovery, and love the church life, they do not care a bit for the
Spirit. This is wrong. We have to take care of the Spirit. Today this Spirit, who
is wrapped up with sanctification and with God’s sonship, is in our spirit (Rom.
8:16; 1 Cor. 6:17). If we desire to take care of the Spirit, we should first take care
of our spirit. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Issue of the Dispensing of the Processed
Trinity and the Transmitting of the Transcending Christ,” pp. 479-481)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “The High Peak of the Vision
and the Reality of the Body of Christ,” chs. 1-3
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WEEK 1— DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 2:11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified
are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brothers.

1 Thes. 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may
your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The divine sanctification is the holding line in the carrying out of the
divine economy...God’s economy is the intention of His heart’s desire, and
God made this intention a purpose. This purpose became and still is God’s
economy. Sanctification is a great point in God’s economy...We need to see
what the term holding line means. When a person goes fishing, he needs
a line...The line holds his fish. In other words, the line directs his fishing.
We say that sanctification is the holding line because every step of God’s
economy in His work with us is to make us holy. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The
Spirit with Our Spirit,” p. 219)

Today’s Reading

God created the universe. Not one part of it was holy. Then God created man.
Even before man'’s fall, he was not holy. In the whole universe, only One is holy,
that is, God Himself. Regardless of how perfect and good someone is, this does
not make him holy...If you are holy, you must have the holy essence, and the
holy essence in the whole universe is God Himself.

The New Jerusalem is called the holy city (Rev. 21:2)..The New Jerusalem
is built on gold...Gold signifies God in His divine nature. In the whole
universe, only God is holy in nature. When we are speaking of sanctification
in its highest sense in the New Testament, we are speaking about something
not merely belonging to God but something that is God. Ephesians 1:4 and
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5 speak of being holy unto sonship. We were chosen to be holy so that we
can become God’s sons. Since we are God’s sons, born of God, we do not just
belong to God. We are sons of God who have God’s essence, God’s life and
nature.

The sanctifying work of the Spirit first issues in our repentance and
continues all the way to our glorification. In between our repentance and our
glorification are regeneration, renewing, transformation, conformation, and
the transfiguration of our body, which is the glorification of our entire being.
This is the line of the divine sanctification to make us holy, so this line holds the
carrying out of God’s economy.

Today we all have been “hooked” by the line of the divine sanctification. We
were in the “ocean” of humanity, but this line reached us, and we have been
hooked. Our being hooked will be consummated when we are transfigured...A
number of us were studying in school when someone came and spoke
something about Christ to us. There was a “hook” hidden in this one’s speaking,
and a hook got into us. We were convicted, and we repented and believed.
Then we were regenerated in order for us to continue on the holding line
of the divine sanctification. The divine sanctification holds all our spiritual
experiences from our repentance to our glorification. It goes through our
regeneration, renewing, transformation, and conformation unto the redemption
of our body (Eph. 1:14; 4:30). Unto means “resulting in.” The redemption of our
body is the consummation of the divine sanctification.

Such a sanctification is to “sonize” us divinely, making us sons of God in
order that we may become the same as God in His life and in His nature (but
not in His Godhead) so that we can be God’s expression. Hence, sanctification is
the divine sonizing..We have been sonized by regeneration divinely. We do not
have and we cannot have God’s Godhead, but we do have God’s life and nature
so that we may be God’s expression...After being regenerated we need to grow
to reach maturity..when our soul is fully sonized. Eventually, our body...will be
transfigured, glorified in full. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,”
pp. 219-222)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” chs. 11-14
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WEEK 1— DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:26-27 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing
of the water in the word, that He might present the church to Himself
glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that she would
be holy and without blemish.

Now we must see the way the Lord sanctifies us. In Ephesians 5:26 Paul says
that Christ sanctifies the church by cleansing her by the washing of the water
in the word. According to the divine concept, water here refers to the flowing
life of God, which is typified by flowing water (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; John 7:38-
39; Rev. 21:6; 22:1, 17). The washing of the water here is different from the
washing of the redeeming blood of Christ. The redeeming blood washes away
our sins (1 John 1:7; Rev. 7:14), whereas the water of life washes away the
blemishes of the natural life of our old man, such as “spot or wrinkle or any
such things” (Eph. 5:27). In separating and sanctifying the church, the Lord
first washes away our sins with His blood (Heb. 13:12) and then washes away
our natural blemishes with His life. We are now in such a washing process, that
the church may be holy and without blemish. (Life-study of Ephesians, second
edition, p. 445)

Today’s Reading

The cleansing is the sanctifying. The cleansing by the washing of the
water of life is in the word...This indicates that in the word there is the water
of life, which is typified by the laver between the altar and the tabernacle
(Exo. 38:8; 40:7). In Greek the word rendered “washing” in Ephesians
5:26 means “laver.” This Greek word is used in the Septuagint to translate
the Hebrew word for laver. In the Old Testament, the priests washed
themselves from earthly defilement in the laver (Exo. 30:18-21). Now the
laver, the washing of the water, washes us from defilement. Therefore, we
are cleansed by the laver of the water in the word. As the priests in the Old
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Testament came first to the altar and then to the laver, so we come first to
the cross to be saved, redeemed, and justified, and then we come to the
word to be cleansed. Day by day, morning and evening, we need to come to
the Bible and be cleansed by the laver of the water in the word...Whenever
you contact the world in the course of your human living, you need to come
to the word to be cleansed.

Christ gave Himself up for the church so that “He might sanctify her,
cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word” (Eph. 5:26). After
the Lord Jesus gave Himself for us in the flesh, He was resurrected and in
resurrection became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45). As the life-giving
Spirit, He is the speaking Spirit. Whatever He speaks is the word that washes
us. The Greek word rendered “word” in Ephesians 5:26 is not logos, the
constant word, but rhema, which denotes the instant word, the word the
Lord presently speaks to us. As the life-giving Spirit, the Lord is not silent; He
is constantly speaking. If you take Him as your person, you will discover how
much He desires to speak within you...No one who takes Christ as his life
and his person can remain silent. On the contrary, he will be constrained by
Christ to speak.

Because such an inward transformation is taking place within us, there is
no need for outward correction in the church life. God’s way in His economy
is not to change us outwardly. His way is for Christ to give Himself up for us
and then to come into us as the life-giving Spirit. In a very practical sense, the
Lord’s presence is one with His speaking. Whenever He speaks, we realize His
presence within us. This speaking of the life-giving Spirit within is the water
that cleanses our inner being. This cleansing water deposits a new element
into us to replace the old element in our nature and disposition. This metabolic
cleansing causes a genuine change in life. This change is what we mean by
transformation. Outward correction has no value. What the church needs is the
inward metabolic cleansing that comes from allowing Christ as the life-giving
Spirit to be our life and our person. (Life-study of Ephesians, second edition,
pp- 446-447, 453-455)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msgs. 54-55; CWWN, vol. 34, “The
Glorious Church,” ch. 3
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WEEK 1— DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Acts. 26:16-19 ...l have appeared to you...to appoint you as a minister
and a witness...to whom | send you, to open their eyes, to turn them from
darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have
been sanctified by faith in Me. Therefore,...I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision.

The complete, perfect, whole gospel is found [in] Acts 26:18: to open
people’s eyes and to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, be sanctified by faith,
and enjoy the common portion of the saints to have the church life. In this
one verse there are seven points: (1) to open people’s eyes, (2) to turn them
from darkness to light, (3) to turn them from the authority of Satan to God,
(4) to help them receive forgiveness of sins, (5) to help them to be sanctified
by faith, (6) that they may have a common portion among the saints, and (7)
be in the church life...This is the gospel that the young people must preach to
this generation. Do not preach the poor gospel about going to heaven—preach
the uplifted gospel revealed in Acts 26:18. (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 3, “Young
People’s Training,” p. 311)

Today’s Reading

You need to go to the Lord and pray, saying, “Lord, open my eyes. [ don’t
need knowledge, Lord. [ need my eyes to be opened. Lord, turn me from
anything dark. [ don’t want to remain in darkness. Lord, turn me from
darkness to light.” This is spiritual reality...You also need to pray, “Lord,
turn me from the authority, the dominion, of Satan to Yourself. [ must be a
person who is absolutely in God. God is my sphere, my realm, my kingdom.
[ must be in God.” If you pray like this, you will become another person. I
can assure you that you will be different. If necessary, even fast and pray

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 9
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about these matters, saying, “Lord, | want to have my eyes opened like they
have never been opened before. I don’t want to be opaque. I want to have
eyes like the four living creatures in the book of Revelation.” The living
creatures have eyes everywhere, without and within. We need to be like
this. Then when we contact people, they will realize that we are crystal
clear...Others may be good, ethical, religious, moral, and even scriptural, but
they are opaque.

We also need to pray, “Lord, grant me a full and thorough forgiveness of
all my sins. [ want to have a clearance of sins from the top to the bottom. I
would leave nothing that has not been dealt with. Lord, I also want to be fully
sanctified. I don’t want to be merely a forgiven person but also a sanctified
person...” Day by day we enjoy Christ as our portion, not in an individualistic
way but by enjoying Him among the saints,...those who are sanctified in the
church. The saints are the church. When we get into the church, we get among
the saints. Oh, how we must pray over these seven matters! Pray desperately
to the Lord, saying, “Lord, I want to experience the gospel that You revealed
to Paul as mentioned in Acts 26:18. | want to experience this full, complete,
perfect, and thorough gospel.” This gospel covers not only God’s kingdom but
also Satan’s kingdom. It includes the rich Christ as our portion and all the saints
as the corporate Body, the church of Christ. How we need to experience this
gospel!

If we experience the whole gospel, we shall not merely be a preacher—we
shall be a witness. [ can guarantee you that whenever you pray this way, the
Lord Jesus will appear to you, and His appearing will give you a vision. Then
you will see certain things...We need to see a vision...We should say, “Lord,...open
my eyes and turn me thoroughly from all darkness to light. Turn me from
the authority of Satan to God, and grant me a thorough forgiveness of all my
sinfulness. O Lord, sanctify me that I may enjoy You as my portion among
the saints in the local churches.” (CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 3, “Young People’s
Training,” pp. 311-312)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1975-1976, vol. 3, “Young People’s Training,” ch. 1;
CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of Songs,” sec. 6

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 10
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WEEK 1— DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:12 Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of
the allotted portion of the saints in the light.

Acts 26:18 ...That they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.

The word inheritance in Acts 26:18 may also be translated into “lot” or
“portion.” This Greek word is also used in Colossians 1:12...The portion
of the saints in Colossians 1:12 is the portion of those who have been
sanctified by faith in the Lord in Acts 26:18...The saints are the persons who
have been sanctified by God. The portion of the saints is Christ Himself. The
entire book of Colossians deals with the fact that God gave the all-inclusive
Christ to us as our portion. All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
are hidden in this all-inclusive person (Col. 2:3), and all the fullness of the
Godhead dwells in Him bodily (v. 9). Christ has been given to us as a divine
portion allotted to us by God. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 1, “A Young Man in God’s
Plan,” p. 163)

Today’s Reading

Paul could not be disobedient to what he had seen [Acts 26:19]. His
commission was according to his vision...If we have really seen God’s plan and
have been really converted from the things other than Christ to Christ Himself,
what we have seen and experienced will produce or create a commission for
us. This vision will cause us to act, to work for Christ, to serve Christ, according
to what we have seen of Him. If [ have really seen that Christ is everything, that
He is my life, my experience, and the meaning and center of my life, there will
be no need for the responsible ones of the church to come to tell me that I have
to do something for the Lord as a member of the church. Once you have seen a
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vision of God’s plan and have been converted from everything to Christ Himself,
there will be something within you energizing you to carry out God’s plan.

When we contact other believers, we will fellowship with them about the Christ
whom we know. Our commission and ministry come out of the heavenly vision.
The more that you contact the Lord in prayer, the more you will be burdened
for so many unbelievers. As a result of your inward burden for those who do not
know Christ, who do not have Christ, it will be easy for you to preach the gospel.
Preaching the gospel will not merely be an outward work for you but something
being worked out from within you. Then when you contact people, you are not
going to bring them some doctrines, forms, regulations, or creeds. You are not
bringing a religion to them, but you are bringing the living person of Christ to them.

It may be that you would fellowship with another Christian brother about
Christ being in the believers (Col. 1:27; 2 Cor. 13:5). He may say that he knows
this. Then you can ask him, “What is your experience of Christ as life?” If you
are so living in the spirit, what you say to him will impart Christ and will have
an impact. The Holy Spirit will honor what you say...After his contact with you,
he may wonder for days what it means to have Christ within him. He will desire
to get back in touch with you to find out what it means to have Christ within
him...You are going to bring Christ to people, and this commission depends on
your seeing. Because you have experienced the Lord and seen Him, you have
something within you energizing and operating to impel you to serve the Lord
in ministering Him to others.

The Lord wants to recover Christ Himself to be realized by us as everything.
Christ Himself is our knowledge, our teaching, our regulation, our form,
our gifts, our power, our weight, and our riches. If you have Christ, you have
everything. The Christian life is not a matter of religion, of teachings, of forms,
of regulations, or of gifts, but a matter of Christ Himself. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 1, “A
Young Man in God’s Plan,” pp. 163-166)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 1, “A Young Man in God’s Plan,” chs. 1,3-4
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2. Flesh He became, the first God-man,
His pleasure that I God may be:
In life and nature I'm God’s kind,
Though Godhead’s His exclusively.
His attributes my virtues are;
His glorious image shines through me.
His attributes my virtues are;
His glorious image shines through me.

3. No longer I alone that live,
But God together lives with me.
Built with the saints in the Triune God,
His universal house we’ll be,
And His organic Body we
For His expression corp’rately.
And His organic Body we
For His expression corp’rately.

4. Jerusalem, the ultimate,
Of visions the totality;
The Triune God, tripartite man—
A loving pair eternally—
As man yet God they coinhere,
A mutual dwelling place to be;
God’s glory in humanity
Shines forth in splendor radiantly!
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% —8 Week Two
ST AR B Z A RAR AR T The Gospel of the Glory of the Blessed God
FEL - 764 Hymns: 948

FAE RAT— 11, &L 2, 55, AW 3 ~4, 6, Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 1:11; Acts 7:2, 55; 2 Cor. 4:3-4, 6; John
#+ = 31 12:31

[B—] § Day 1

T RBRMWG—E BN, RBERLAWFEA, 1 Gloryis an attribute of God; glory is the expression of God,
AN B R —h W 34, & God expressed in splendor—Exo. 40:34; Acts 7:55; 2 Pet. 1:3;

£ 55, KiE—3, H=—11, Rev. 21:11.
A AV 89 RS AR 6 48 4y A N £ 89 B 12— — I1. The glory of God is intrinsically related to the economy of
6. 10, 12, 14, =21, & 27: God—Eph. 1:6, 10, 12, 14; 3:21; 5:27:
— Z A RBRGMM— L2, H—17, =  AThe Triune God is a God of glory—Acts 7:2; Eph. 1:17; 3:14, 16; 1 Cor. 2:8;
14, 16, AT =8, AW 6, AT 14, 2 Cor. 4:6; 1 Pet. 4:14.
Z AR A MG REM, BEEALMIE  B.Man was created by God in His image in order that man would express
WEEGBEA—A— 26, H— 15, HIET 4, 6, Him in glory—Gen. 1:26; Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4, 6.
Z AR RMEEEE, BHEEEEHER,; & C God created us as vessels unto honor, prepared unto glory; we were
FMEFNHT, FHGE A BEMERE predestinated in His sovereignty to be His vessels to express what He is in
EORA—RIL2, 23, glory—Rom. 9:21, 23.

g AP AEABRENSS, & RARKZNRIE, D.Through the gospel of the glory of Christ, God has called us by and into
" B ARMEANRARZ G RBEE AW 4, RaAT His eternal glory—2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Tim. 1:11; 1 Thes. 2:12; 1 Pet. 5:10; 2
— 11, ®AT =12, WRATAE 10, KE— 3, Pet. 1:3.
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§ Day 2

I1I. "The god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the unbelievers
that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God, might not shine on them"—2 Cor. 4:4:

A.The god of this age is Satan, the deceiver, the ruler of the present age—
John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; Eph. 2:2:
1.In addition to his kingdom, Satan, the devil, has his own religion; he is not

merely the ruler of this world but also the god of this age—Matt. 12:26; John
12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4.

2. The ruler of this world refers to Satan's rule over people; the god of this age
refers to the worship that he receives from people today—John 12:31; 2
Cor. 4:4.

3. Nearly all people today, whether primitive or highly cultured, have been
blinded by the god of this age—v. 4.

B.If we drop our concepts and turn our heart to the Lord, the veils will be
taken away, the god of this age will have no ground in our being, and the
gospel of the glory of God will shine in our hearts—vv. 4, 6.

§ Day 3
IV. The glory of God is involved with Christ's incarnation, human

living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and coming again:

A.The Word became flesh, and the glory of His divinity was concealed
within the shell of His humanity, yet the disciples beheld His glory—]John
1:14; Matt. 17:2.

B.In His life and work the Lord Jesus did not seek His own glory but the
glory of the One who sent Him—]John 7:18; 8:50, 54.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 2 Outline - Page 2



= ABMBRORE, HRBEEMAGL, AN  C The glory of Christ's divinity was released through the breaking of the

BINAF AR, MRt k—+ = 23 ~ 24, shell of His humanity by His death—12:23-24.
N OAEEEANEENFEBE—R _m26, 49+ D.Christ was glorified by His resurrection—Luke 24:26; John 7:39; 17:5;
39, +kt5, #=13, WKir— 21, Acts 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:21.

h ABAEMGTRESERE, 2H%2 [@7 ] £  E. Christ was glorified in His ascension; the Lord Jesus is a model of a person
NAPRIBZ AR RAEMGRBEIFTEREL who has "crossed the river" and entered into God's glory, where He is

EEHERR—R=9~10, ~19~20, /24, crowned with glory and honor—Heb. 2:9-10; 6:19-20; 9:24.
N IAATEEXHRBERE—K 5527, F. The Lord as the Son of Man will come in the glory of the Father—Matt.
%—— 27, 16:27; Luke 21:27.

£ AREHFIBMAE, LF, AN AKLY  GInthe New Jerusalem for eternity, Christ, the Lamb as the lamp, will
E2F, BERAGAEE, RAAAGRE, AL shine with God as the light to illuminate the New Jerusalem with the
MEZAGLE, B ibh—rk_— glory of God, which glory is the expression of the divine light—Rev.
11, 23, =25, 21:11, 23; 22:5.

[:E80M] § Day 4

12 LB RAPGIE, 24K, Bk, V. Christis the image of God and the effulgence of His glory;
EKEo4E, ARG EBREALBREY hence, the gospel of Christ is the gospel of His glory that
e —8/—15, R—3, HKEW@3I~4, X% illuminates and shines forth—Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:3-

o~ 2: 4; Rev. 6:2:
— BRERBOGRT, AR THAZMRIENIF— A The gospel of the glory of Christ is the gospel of the glory of the blessed

R/AT— 11: God—1 Tim. 1:11:

1 TETEE 2 SRR o B (EEETR > BietRRT— 1. The expression the gospel of the glory of the blessed God refers to God's
EVUERRTER RIS 4 - economy in 1 Timothy 1:4.

2 AR E R (REEIIE S » o A AE 2 tH2E R 2. The gospel with which the apostle Paul was entrusted is the effulgence of the
e — 3 E— 25 JL5 e glory of the blessed God—Heb. 1:3; Rom. 1:25; 9:5.

3IBEE EAEE By R arfIt: 15 o 15 2 1 pr Pk 5 3. By dispensing God's life and nature in Christ into God's chosen people, this
M NEMR > #ERHENER > FHEEREE £ gospel shines forth God's glory, in which God is blessed among His people—2
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HrRETEEEE—ME—3 H—3-6-1214¢ Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3, 6,12, 14.
Z RE N RAERBENRS, B, BHELBIE  B.The gospel is the gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates, radiates,

EBMOE—HAD 4, 6: and shines in our hearts—2 Cor. 4:4, 6:

| IR IO E - SEFOERA - (8 A ST EAE A 1. God's shining in our hearts results in the illumination of the knowledge of
ERELE 2 (A SRR o Rt S iR T o (R the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is, in the enlightenment that
TR IR S el —4 ~ 6 £ - causes us to know the glory of God in the gospel of Christ—vv. 4, 6.

[:Bf] § Day 5

D AEMALVUEEDUEREE » i~ {5~ A - 55 - 1B 2.1n 2 Corinthians 4:4 God, image, Christ, glory, gospel, and illumination are all
FOEEEN 2 FfrsE - feE— U = DEY AL 5 fiiE in apposition, referring to the same wonderful person; God is the image, the
B BEEE  EEERE  RESEYT BT image is Christ, Christ is the glory, the glory is the gospel, and the gospel is
B the illumination.

3R TR AL AR A E T 2 2% 3. The illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God is in the face of Jesus
1 EEEEERNEE e —Er I EH AL £ Christ; this means that the gospel of the glory of Christ is a lovely person in
HAVTE _EIRAMREE R E —4 ~ 681 R+t 2 whose face we can see the glory of God—vv. 4, 6; Matt. 17:2.

4 BEAFEREREVE A | 2 A2 o st AR ERAL R (M 4, The glory of God manifested in the face of Jesus Christ is the God of glory
TR AR ) PRy S - expressed through Jesus Christ, who is the effulgence of the glory of God; to
M em R R — e 2 ZK—3 o know Him is to know the God of glory—Acts 7:2; Heb. 1:3.

[i871] § Day 6

AP AE RIS E, HEMAMIABAA, £ VL God shines in our hearts that we may shine on others so that
WA BB AT A B d L2 Avay K3, they may have the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
3 AL AR BAAY & AV 69 A B —RE of Jesus Christ—the knowledge of Christ, who expresses and

— 15, #—18: declares God—Phil. 2:15; John 1:18:
— ABEEROBETEARARNER, RAEMKK A The gospel of the glory of Christ shines into us, and then it shines out from
M2 & RAE L —K A 16, within us—Matt. 5:16.
Z A MMEREN, ZA AR, KM1E 2/  B.Inour preaching of the gospel, there should be an illumination; we need
AME B AR R BOEET—HEZ 15, to shine forth the gospel of the glory of Christ from within us—Phil. 2:15.
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C.In proclaiming the gospel of the glory of Christ, we should not preach
ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, who is the content of the gospel—2 Cor. 4:5.

D.Those who receive the gospel of the glory of Christ through our shining
will have Christ as the precious treasure dispensed into them; then, like
us, they will be earthen vessels containing this priceless treasure—vv. 4,
6-7.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

Acts 7:2 ...The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he
was in Mesopotamia...

Rom. 9:23 In order that He might make known the riches of His glory
upon vessels of mercy, which He had before prepared unto glory.

1 Tim. 1:11 According to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, with
which | was entrusted.

Stephen’s word about the God of glory fits in with God’s New Testament
economy. In his second Epistle Peter tells us that God has called us by His glory
and to His glory (2 Pet. 1:3). Because we were called by the glory of God our
Savior (v. 1), we eventually received the Lord Jesus, realizing that He is better
than anything and anyone else.

The God of glory called Abraham, and Abraham was attracted and caught
by that glory. The principle is the same with us today..We have been captured
by His glory. One day the God of glory came to us through the preaching of the
gospel, and we were attracted and convinced and began to appreciate Him.
During that time, the God of glory transfused some element of His being into
us, and we believed in Him spontaneously. To be attracted by the God of glory
means that God transfused Himself into His called ones without their realizing
it or being conscious of it...If we stay with Him for a period of time, He will
transfuse Himself into us. This transfusion will cause infusion, saturation, and
permeation. Once God has transfused Himself into us, we cannot escape; we
must believe in Him. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 36-37)

Today’s Reading

God created man as a vessel to contain Him, and out of the many vessels
He chose us to contain Him, the God of honor, that we might be vessels of
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honor. Finally, He makes known His glory upon us, the vessels, that we might
become vessels of His glory (Rom. 9:23). All this is out of His mercy and
according to His mercy; it cannot be obtained by our efforts. For this reason
we must worship Him, and we must worship Him for His mercy! (Rom. 9:21,
footnote 1)

God’s economy is “according to the gospel of the glory of the blessed God”
(1 Tim. 1:11). Have you heard this expression before? Many have heard of the
gospel of grace, the gospel of forgiveness, the gospel of justification, and the
gospel of regeneration but not the gospel of glory. This gospel not only brings
good news concerning forgiveness of sins and justification by faith; the gospel of
glory is the gospel of God’s economy. Glory is God expressed. Thus, the gospel of
glory is the gospel of the expressed God; it is a gospel that expresses God’s glory.

The gospel of the glory of the blessed God is an excellent expression. It refers
to God’s economy mentioned in verse 4. The gospel with which the apostle Paul
was entrusted is the effulgence of the glory of the blessed God. By dispensing
God’s life and nature in Christ into His chosen people, this gospel shines forth
God’s glory, in which God is blessed among His people. This is the commission
and ministry the apostle received of the Lord (v. 12). This should be commonly
taught and preached in a local church.

In verse 17 Paul says, “Now to the King of the ages, incorruptible, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.” This word needs to
be understood in relation to the decline of the church. When Paul was in prison,
the churches began to decline, and the situation was very disappointing. Many
were discouraged. Even some of Paul’s coworkers left him. But he had a strong
faith with an absolute assurance that the very God in whom he believed, the
One who had entrusted him with the gospel of glory, is the King of the ages. He
never changes. No earthly king can be called the King of the ages. Caesar was a
temporary ruler, but how different is our God! The God whom Paul served truly
is the King of the ages. This means that He is King of eternity. He never changes;
He always remains the same. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, pp. 12-
13, 15)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 1
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:4 In whom the god of this age has blinded the thoughts of the
unbelievers that the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
Is the image of God, might not shine on them.

6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One
who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.

In 2 Corinthians 4:3 Paul [says], “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
in those who are perishing.” In some the gospel is veiled by old concepts,
especially the concept concerning the law (3:14-15). In principle, anything
such as philosophy, religion, or cultural traditions that hinders people from
apprehending the gospel of Christ is a veil. Hence, the preaching of Christ
must unveil them, just as in photography the cover is removed from the lens
in order to take a picture. The god of this age in [4:4] is Satan, the deceiver,
the ruler of this present age. He dominates today’s world and hunts for man’s
worship by blinding his mind and his thoughts. In this verse blinded means
to veil a person’s understanding. Furthermore, the thoughts here denote “the
understanding” or “the mind.” (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second edition, pp.
77-78)

Today’s Reading

Those who are blinded or veiled think that they do not worship anything.
Actually, their god is Satan. Atheists worship Satan without knowing what they
are doing. All people today, whether primitive or highly cultured, have been
blinded by the god of this age.

If we would receive the revelation of the Son of God, we need to drop our
concepts. Every concept, whether spiritual or carnal, is a veil. [ have spent
many years groping in my search to learn how to have revelation. Eventually
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I discovered that to have revelation we need to drop our concepts. God today
is shining everywhere. This age of grace is an age of light. God is shining, and
the Bible is shining also. The Bible is full of light, and it has been printed in
hundreds of languages. Moreover, the all-inclusive Spirit moving on earth is full
of grace. But although the Bible is shining and the Spirit is moving, many still
do not receive revelation. The reason is that they hold to certain concepts and
are veiled by these concepts. With respect to receiving revelation, there is no
problem on God'’s side...The problem is altogether on our side. We need to drop
the veils, that is, to drop our concepts. It is important for us to pray, “Lord, help
me to drop everything that is a veil."...If you drop your concepts as you read the
Word, you will read it with an unveiled face. Then the light will shine into you
subjectively.

Today many of us earnestly desire to live Christ. But to live Christ we need
revelation. As we have pointed out again and again, the only way revelation
can come to us is if we drop our concepts. We also need to pray, “Lord, I trust
in You to defeat the god of this age. Apart from You, I do not worship anything.
Lord, I turn my heart to You, and I drop all my concepts. I don’t want to worship
anyone other than You.” If you pray in this way, the light will shine, and you will
receive revelation. If you drop your concepts and turn your heart to the Lord,
the veils will be taken away, and the god of this age will have no ground in your
being.

If we would see such a revelation of the living person, we must begin by
dropping our veils, our concepts. Second, we need to turn our hearts to the
Lord. According to 2 Corinthians 3:16, when the heart turns to the Lord, the
veil will be taken away. The more you turn your heart to the Lord, the less
ground the god of this age will have in your life and in your being. Then you will
be under the shining of the heavenly light, and you will receive the revelation of
the living person...Let us all drop the veils and, by His mercy and grace, turn our
hearts to Him. (Life-study of Galatians, second edition, pp. 31-34)

Further Reading: Life-study of Galatians, msg. 4; The Conclusion of the New
Testament, msg. 324; Life-study of John, msg. 36
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of
grace and reality.

12:23-24...The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly,
truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Christ as the second of the Triune God possessed the divine glory from
eternity past. John 1:1 reveals that Christ, the Word, is God: “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” As God,
Christ has the divine glory. Since Christ was God from eternity past, He
possessed the divine glory also from eternity past. What is the divine glory?
The divine glory is God Himself. God Himself is glory.

Christ’s humanity through His incarnation became a shell to conceal the
glory of His divinity. Instead of the words His humanity, it is perhaps better to
use the expression His flesh, for John 1:14 tells us that the very God became
flesh. This flesh, this humanity, became a shell to conceal the glory of Christ’s
divinity. Christ’s divinity is itself the divine glory. Just as God is light, divinity is
glory. When Christ was in the flesh, in His humanity, His flesh was a shell that
concealed His divinity and thereby concealed His glory. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 5, “The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the Divine Glory,”
pp- 318-319)

Today’s Reading

Because the divine glory was concealed within the shell of His flesh, it was
necessary for [Christ] to be glorified. In John 12:23 He said, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” In 17:1 He prayed, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You.” In verse 5 He went on
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to say, “Now, glorify Me along with Yourself, Father, with the glory which I had
with You before the world was.”

As God, Christ Himself was glory, but this glory was concealed in the shell
of His humanity, and thus His divine glory could not be seen. Others could
see His shell, but they could not see His glory concealed within the shell.
However, in his Gospel the apostle John says, “We beheld His glory, glory as
of the only Begotten from the Father” (1:14). He, along with Peter and James,
beheld the Lord’s glory when He was transfigured on the mountain [cf. Matt.
17:2]. His transfiguration was a glorification. While He was living in the shell
of His flesh, He temporarily came out of His flesh and was glorified. Whereas
only three beheld the glorified Jesus on the mountain before His resurrection,
after His resurrection millions can see Him. Today we see not a Christ who
is still in the shell but a Christ who has come out of the shell and has been
glorified.

The Lord Jesus...desired to be released from the constraint of the shell of
His flesh. He referred to this release in John 12:24..If the Lord Jesus as a grain
of wheat had not died, He would have remained the same. But He fell into
the ground and died, and that death released Him from His human shell. His
incarnation caused His divine glory to be concealed in His flesh, but through
His death His glory was released for the producing in His resurrection of the
many grains, which become His increase as the expression of His glory. (CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Issue of Christ Being Glorified by the Father with the
Divine Glory,” pp. 319-321)

In eternity the Lamb as the lamp will shine with God as the light to
illuminate the New Jerusalem with the glory of God, which glory is the
expression of the divine light. God as the light, and Christ as the lamp, the light-
bearer, indicate that God and Christ cannot be separated. Actually they are
one light. God is the content, and Christ is the light-bearer for the expression
of God...God the Father is in the Son to be expressed through the Son. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 360)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 1, “God’s Salvation in Life,” ch. 4
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 1:3 Who, being the effulgence of His glory and the impress of
His substance and upholding and bearing all things by the word of His
power, having made purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Christ as the image of God is the effulgence of His glory (Heb. 1:3). Hence,
the gospel of Christ is the gospel of His glory that illuminates and shines
forth. Satan, the god of this age, has blinded the thoughts and the minds of the
unbelievers so that the illumination of the gospel of Christ’s glory might not
shine into their hearts. This is similar to covering the lens of a camera so that
the light cannot shine into the camera..When the shutter is pressed, there is a
way for the light with the object, the figure, the image, to shine into the camera
and be impressed on the film...However, if the lens of the camera is covered,
there is no way for the light to shine into the camera. Sometimes when we
preach the gospel to others, they are like a camera with the lens covered. The
light cannot shine into them...By His mercy and grace, the satanic cover has
been removed from our minds!

The unveiled face in 2 Corinthians 3:18 is the uncovered mind in chapter 4.
According to Paul’s concept, these two things are one. To have an unveiled face,
therefore, is to have an uncovered mind. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second
edition, p. 78)

Today’s Reading

As light shines into us, it brings in the image of Christ. This illumination
shines into our spirit through our mind. Our spirit can be compared to the film.
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When the shining comes into us through our open mind, it reaches our spirit
and brings the figure of Christ, the image of God, into us. In the church we are
practicing such a spiritual and heavenly photography.

Second Corinthians 4:5 says, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ
Jesus as Lord...” For explains why the apostles’ gospel, which is the gospel of
the glory of Christ, should not have been veiled, for they did not preach, exalt,
themselves but Christ Jesus as Lord of all, and they conducted themselves as
the believers’ slaves for Jesus’ sake.

Christ Jesus as Lord comprises Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever
(Rom. 9:5), the eternal Word incarnated to be a man (John 1:14), Jesus
crucified as a man to be our Savior (Acts 4:10-12) and resurrected to be the
Son of God (13:33), and Christ exalted to be the Lord (2:36), even the Lord
of all men (10:36; Rom. 10:12; John 20:28; 1 Cor. 12:3), who is the image of
God, the effulgence of God’s glory (Heb. 1:3). This is the very content of the
gospel. Hence, the gospel is the gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates,
radiates, and shines in the heart of man. If man’s heart is not veiled with
anything or blinded by Satan, the god of this age, man can see the illumination
of the gospel.

Second Corinthians 4:6 says, “The God who said, Out of darkness light shall
shine, is the One who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."...The apostles preached Christ as Lord
and themselves as the believers’ slaves, because the very God who commanded
light to shine out of darkness had shined in their hearts. His shining in the
universe produced the old creation. Now His shining in their hearts made them
a new creation. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, second edition, pp. 78-80)

God'’s shining in our hearts results in the illumination of knowing the glory
of God in the face of Christ, that is, in the enlightenment that causes us to know
the glory of the gospel of Christ. This illumination, this enlightenment, that
makes the glory of Christ’s gospel known to us issues from the shining of God
in our hearts. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 1213)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 9
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:4 ... The illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God...

6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One
who shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God
In the face of Jesus Christ.

Second Corinthians 4:4 indicates that the terms God, image, Christ, glory,
gospel, and illumination are all in apposition to one another; thus, they all refer
to the same wonderful person. God is the image, the image is Christ, Christ is
the glory, the glory is the gospel, and the gospel is the illumination. First, the
expression the image of God shows that the image is in apposition to God. God,
who is the source, has an image, and this image is simply God Himself. If we
see the image of God, we see God; if God disappears, His image disappears as
well...Therefore, the image of God is nothing less than God Himself.

Second...the image of God is Christ. As the image of God, Christ is the
expression of the invisible God. Third, Christ is the glory. This is confirmed by
Hebrews 1:3, which says that Christ is the effulgence of God’s glory. Fourth,
Christ, the glory, is the gospel. Acts tells us that the believers preached Christ
Jesus as the gospel (5:42; 8:35; 11:20; 17:18). This shows that the gospel is
not something separate from Christ; rather, Christ is the gospel. Today some
Christians in their preaching separate the gospel from Christ. But according to
the divine revelation in the Bible, the gospel is a living person, Christ. Christ
who is the gospel is the image of God, and the image of God is God. Therefore,
the gospel is God Himself embodied and expressed in Christ. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, p. 3206)

Today’s Reading
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Fifth, the gospel is the illumination, the enlightenment. The gospel is the
gospel of the glory of Christ, which illuminates, radiates, and shines in the heart
of man. When the gospel came to us, it came to us by shining, and this shining
brought into us Christ, who is the image of the processed Triune God. As a
result, Christ, the living person, was illuminated into our being. Many believers
can testify that when they heard Christ as the gospel, a certain impression of
Christ entered into them. Although they may try to reject this impression of
Christ or erase it from their being, they cannot do it. Once the impression of
Christ is illuminated into us, it remains within us forever. This illumination is
the gospel, this gospel is the glory, this glory is Christ, Christ is the image of
God, and as such, Christ is God. Therefore, what has been illuminated into our
being is a living person, the Triune God embodied in Christ, who is the image,
the expression, of God.

The Christ of glory as the excellent treasure is received by the believers through
the illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ. We need to remember that we
have within us the treasure, a living person who is more excellent than the world.
Christ is the most excellent One in the whole universe; there is nothing that is
more excellent than He. Since we have Christ as the treasure, the most excellent
One and the most lovely One, we do not love the world. It is not that we should
not love the world but that the world is inferior to the treasure, the excellent and
lovely Christ. We treasure the Lord more than the world.

The illumination of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God, has shined on us. The gospel of the glory of Christ in 2 Corinthians
4:4 corresponds with the knowledge of the glory of God in verse 6...The
illumination of the knowledge of the glory of God is in the face of Jesus Christ.
This indicates that the gospel preached by the apostle was not a doctrine,
theology, or teaching; rather, it was a lovely person on whose face we can
see the glory of God, the image of God. When we experience the glory of God
shining in the face of Jesus Christ, this shining brings into us Christ as the
image of God. We are attracted to such a Christ. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3206-3207, 3210)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 317
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:15-16 That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God
without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation,
among whom you shine as luminaries in the world, holding forth the word
of life...

2 Cor. 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency
of the power may be of God and not out of us.

The gospel of the glory of Christ first shines into us, and then it shines out
from within us. The more the glory shines within us, the more it penetrates
into our being and saturates it. Eventually, the inner glory will consume,
swallow up, our entire inward being. Then the light of the gospel of the glory
of Christ will shine out through us. Such a shining cannot come by way of
teaching; it can come only through the experience of Christ who is Himself
the glory of God and the manifestation of God. We praise the Lord that Christ
has shone into the depths of our being, that now He is shining within us, and
that He will shine throughout our inward being. Therefore, we need to pay
attention to the inner shining of Christ as the glory within. The goal of God’s
economy is that we all shine forth His glory. As we are under such a shining,
Christ saturates us with Himself, and we enjoy the sweetness of Christ living
in us to be our life and our person. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p.
3207)

Today’s Reading

God'’s shining in our hearts [in 2 Corinthians 4:6] results in the illumination
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is, in the
enlightenment that causes us to know the glory of the gospel of Christ...God’s
shining in the universe produced the old creation. His shining in our hearts has

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 11
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made us a new creation, because this shining brings into us, earthen vessels,
the marvelous treasure of the Christ of glory.

The shining of God in our hearts is to illumine us that we may know the glory
in Christ’s face. The glory of God manifested in the face of Jesus Christ is the God
of glory expressed through Jesus Christ, who is the effulgence of the glory of God
(Heb. 1:3); to know Him is to know the God of glory. In particular, the illumination
in 2 Corinthians 4:6, which refers to the shining of God’s light on others out
from those whose hearts have been enlightened by God, corresponds with the
manifestation of the truth in verse 2 and is the same as the shining in Matthew 5:16
and Philippians 2:15. God shines in our hearts that we may shine on others so that
they may have the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, that is,
the knowledge of Christ, who expresses and declares God (John 1:18).

In order to experience God’s shining, we need to have direct, personal, and
intimate contact with Christ. This contact will cause God to shine in our hearts.
God may shine upon us, but if we want Him to shine in us, we need to have
direct, intimate contact with Him...By calling on the Lord we are brought into
face-to-face contact with Him and experience God’s shining in our heart. Only
when we have such direct, personal, and intimate contact with the Lord do we
have the inner shining. Whenever we call on the Lord in a dear, intimate way,
we are before His face, and the shining of God is in our heart. Then we may
shine out what we have received for the shining of the glory of the gospel of
Christ.

We need to preach the gospel in a very illuminating way. This means that
while we are preaching, God shines into the hearts of those to whom we are
speaking. We also need to help them to call on the name of the Lord Jesus in
order that they would be brought to the face of Christ, have personal contact
with Him, and experience God’s shining in their hearts. To preach in this way is
to present not merely a gospel of certain facts but a gospel of glory. Those who
receive the gospel of glory will have Christ as the precious treasure dispensed
into them. Then, like us, they will be earthen vessels containing this treasure.
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3207-3209)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 317
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

Myst’ry hid from ages now revealed to me
Hope of Glory — Christ in Me

_— =
1. Mys-tryhid fromag - es now revealed tome, Tis the Christ of God’s re-a - li-ty.
Ab Ab/C Db Bbm Eb Eb'/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab
—r——

—_— =
He embod -iesGod, and He islife tome, And theglo - ry of myhope He'll be.
Ab Ep’ Fm c’ Db Bb’/D Eb Bb’  Eb Eb/G

T 1
—— — — —
(©€) Glo - ry, glo - ry,Christ is life in  me! Glo - ry, glo - ry,what a hope is He!
13 Ab Ab/Gb Db/F Db Eb Eb'/G Ab  Db/Ab Ab
 —— ——

[ — |
Now within my spir - it He’s the mys - ter-y! Then theglo - ryHe willbe to me.

2. In my spirit He regenerated me,
In my soul He’s now transforming me.
He will change my body like unto His own,
Wholly making me the same as He.

3. Now in life and nature He is one with me
Then in Him, the glory, I will be;
I'll enjoy His presence for eternity
With Him in complete conformity.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% =8 Week Three
7 A ER A The Full Knowledge of the Truth
¥8r - 579 Hymns: 799

B RATZ4, 7, =15, W3, &% =15, Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 2:4, 7; 3:15; 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:15, 25; 3:7;
25, =7, %—1 Titus 1:1

[:B—] § Day 1
T EWIRE T RKIL AW Z A —4% 5 — L TheLord's recovery is the recovery of the light of the truth—1
5~ 6: John 1:5-6:
— BEHAANEE, AR Z RGP E—4,\  ATruthis the shining of light, the expression of the divine light—]John 8:12,
12, 32, #5—5~6: 32; 1 John 1:5-6:
| EEE AR —48)—4~7~9> =21 J\32- 1. Truth is the issue of light—John 1:4, 7, 9; 3:21; 8:32.
29BN R EM > ER T AT R R 2. Knowledge without light is doctrine, but knowledge full of light is truth—1
45 —5~6>006- John 1:5-6; 4:6.
Z RBATHARE BRBAEHEK, LEHELR. B.The truths as revealed in the Scriptures have been lost, missed,
BE .| RE, ZBEMEFREN—LHTLIT: misunderstood, misinterpreted, and wrongly applied throughout the

ages—John 17:17:
| EREN HIE R E WG K EE R EYNE 1. The goal of the Lord's recovery is to recover the reality, life, livingness,

bR~ a5~ NE - SEIRIEET - strength, power, and impact of the matters revealed in the Bible.
2 EWEENERE OB T DURE EEA 2.The truth in the Lord's recovery is the consummation of the truth of the past
EmsER— e — 2 nineteen centuries—2 Tim. 2:2.
(8] § Day 2
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C.We need to have the truth wrought into us and constituted into our

being—1 John 1:8; 2:4; 2 John 1-2; 3 John 3-4:

1. To be constituted with the truth is to have the intrinsic element of the divine
revelation wrought into us to become our constituent, our intrinsic being, our
organic constitution.

2. There is the desperate need of the living truth to produce the church, to help
the church to exist, and to build up the church—1 Tim. 3:15.

3. The solid truth that is constituted into us becomes in us a constant and long-
term nourishment—4:6.

4.1f the truth is wrought into us and constituted into our being, we will be able
to protect the interests of the riches of God's divinity and the attainments of
His consummation—Rev. 21:12a, 17.

5.The Lord's word, the truth, is in the Bible, but the Bible needs the proper
interpretation—2 Tim. 2:15.

6. We need to pay the price to learn the truth—Prov. 23:23.
7. The truth is absolute in itself, and we must be absolute for the truth—2 John
1-2, 4; 3 John 3-4, 7-8.

§ Day 3

# ] —# 1L God desires that we "all...come to the full knowledge of the

truth"—1 Tim. 2:4:

A.The Lord's recovery is to recover the full knowledge of the truth—v. 7; 4:3:

1. The degradation of the church issued from the neglect of the truth.

2. The Lord's recovery today is the full recovery of the divine truths in the holy
Word—John 1:14, 17; 8:32.

B. Paul was an apostle not only according to the faith but also according to

the full knowledge of the truth—1 Tim. 2:4; Titus 1:1:

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 3 Outline - Page 2
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1. Faith is to receive all God has planned for us, all God has done for us, and all
God has given to us—1 Tim. 1:4; 2:7.

2.In the books of 1 and 2 Timothy, Paul emphasizes the need of the believers to
come to the full knowledge of the truth—1 Tim. 2:4; 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:25; 3:7.

3. The full knowledge of the truth is a thorough apprehension of the truth, a full
acknowledgement of the reality of all the spiritual and divine things that we
have received through faith—1 Tim. 4:3.

C. All the believers need to come to and be in the full knowledge of the
truth—v. 3:

1.Every believer has the capacity to come to the full knowledge of the
truth—2:4.

2.To have the full knowledge of the truth is to fully know the truth; knowing
the truth in this way is a safeguard.

§ Day 4 & Day 5
D.All the believers need to know, experience, and be absolute for the
subjective truths—]John 8:32; 14:6:

1. The truths in the Bible have both an objective aspect and a subjective
aspect—Rom. 8:34, 10; Col. 3:1; 1:27.

2. The objective truths are for the subjective truths, and the subjective truths
are for the producing of the church—2 John 1, 4; 3 John 3-4, 7-9a.

3. The Lord desires to recover the subjective truths in the Holy Scriptures—the
subjective aspect of the truth concerning the Triune God and the church—
John 1:14; 14:16-20; 1 Tim. 6:15-16; 2 Tim. 4:22; 3:15-16.

4. The Gospel of John is a book on the subjective truths for the producing of the
church—4:14; 6:57; 14:16-17, 20; 3:15-16.

5. The subjective truths are linked to the Spirit and life and are constituted with
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Spirit and life—Rom. 8:2; 2 Cor. 3:6:

a. The Spirit and life are the substance of the subjective truths; without
the Spirit and life we do not have the subjective truths.

b.When we live by the Spirit and life, we have the experience of the
subjective truths—Rom. 8:2, 4, 14.

c. The church life is an issue of our experience of the subjective
truths; when we experience the subjective truths, the church is
spontaneously produced—vv. 10-11; 12:4-5; 16:1, 4-5; 1 Cor. 1:9, 30;
15:45b; 6:17; 1:2; 12:27.

§ Day 6

E.We need to fully know and be absolute for the highest truth—Rom. 8:3;
1:3-4; 12:4-5:

1. The highest truth is that in Christ God became man to make man God in

life, nature, constitution, and expression but not in the Godhead so that

the redeeming God and the redeemed man can be united, mingled, and

incorporated together to become one entity—]John 1:12-14; 14:20; Rev. 21:2,
10-11.

2. The high peak of the divine revelation—the "diamond" in the "box" of the
Bible—is the revelation that in Christ God has become man in order that man
might become God in life and nature but not in the Godhead—2 Sam. 7:12-14a;
Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4; Eph. 3:17a.

3.God became man through incarnation, man becomes God through
regeneration, sanctification, renewing, transformation, conformation, and
glorification—]John 3:5-6; 1:12-13; Rom. 6:19,22; 12:2; 8:29-30.

4.1t is only by God's becoming man to make man God that the Body of Christ
can be produced and built up; this is the high peak of the divine revelation
given to us by God—uv. 3; 1:3-4; 8:14-16; 12:4-5.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

John 8:12 ...1 am the light of the world; he who follows Me...shall have
the light of life.

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.

1 John 1:5-6 ...God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say that
we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and are
not practicing the truth.

It is a mistake to endeavor to imitate Christ by the efforts of our natural
life..When we believed in the Lord Jesus and were saved, God put us into
Christ as the mold. This mold is the life of Jesus recorded in the four Gospels,
a life absolutely according to reality, truth. Truth is the shining of light, the
expression of light. Since God is light (1 John 1:5), truth is the expression of
God. Every aspect of the life of Jesus recorded in the Gospels is an expression
of God. In everything He said and did, He expressed God...This life of Jesus
according to [truth], reality, is the pattern in which God has placed us. In this
pattern we have learned Christ as the reality is in Jesus. This means that we
have learned Christ according to the reality shown in the Gospels, that is,
according to the life of the Lord Jesus, which was wholly according to God'’s
reality, God’s truth. This life is the shining of light. The shining of the light is
truth, and truth is the expression of God. Therefore, in the life of Jesus there is
truth, reality. The essence of the pattern set up by the Lord Jesus is reality. This
means that the essence of the life of Jesus is reality. (Life-study of Ephesians,
second edition, p. 383)

Today’s Reading

We may have more knowledge, but this does not mean that we have
more truth. According to the New Testament revelation, truth is the issue of
light. What is doctrine? What is truth? Knowledge without light is doctrine.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 1
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Knowledge full of light is truth. Doctors of theology may have much knowledge
of the Bible, but they may not have much light. The Life-studies may be just
doctrine to you, or they may be truth. The difference is that when you have the
knowledge with light, it is truth. Without the light it is only doctrine. You can
get doctrines without loving the Lord. You may go to a seminary or to a Bible
college and gain a lot of knowledge, but you may not receive light, because
light is the Lord Himself. He never tells us that He is knowledge; He says that
He is the light (John 8:12) and the truth (14:6). If we do not love the Lord, we
may come to the Bible, we may have morning watch, but what we read may be
just knowledge without light. If we have the Lord’s presence mingled in our
knowledge, then that knowledge is the truth because the Lord’s presence is the
light.

We must have a zeal to seek after the Lord. Then the Bible helps, the Life-
studies help—help to get not doctrines but the truth, the real knowledge with
light. Then we have the truth, the reality. We, the leading ones, should not put
too many requirements on the saints. We ourselves have to take the lead. If
we do not take the lead to be zealous after the Lord but expect others to be
zealous, whatever we say becomes a doctrine, or a teaching, all with no impact.
(CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “Practical Talks to the Elders,” pp. 59-60)

It is common among Christians today to have many things without the life-
giving Spirit. In Catholicism there are stories and also certain superstitions,
but all of this is without the life-giving Spirit. In Protestantism there are many
scriptural and fundamental things, but the life-giving Spirit may be lacking. For
this reason, in Protestantism there is also the shortage of reality. Regarding this
matter, what is the goal of the Lord’s recovery? The goal of the Lord’s recovery
is to recover the reality, life, livingness, strength, power, and impact of the
matters revealed in the Scriptures...The life-giving Spirit is the life pulse, the
reality, the power, and the impact of all the doctrines and stories in the Bible.
(Life-study of Exodus, p. 1259)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 1; Life-study of Luke, msg.
74; Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 10
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15 ...The church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

4:6 If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good
minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and
of the good teaching which you have closely followed.

2 Tim. 2:15 ...Present yourself...to God, an unashamed workman, cutting
straight the word of the truth.

If you merely read [and do not study] the Life-studies, you will receive
only a temporary nourishment. That will become only a kind of inspiration to
you,..like a vapor in the air. When what we read becomes a truth in our being,
this nourishment remains forever..You must have the truth. The only way for
the truth to get into you is through your mentality. Then it remains in your
memory. If you do not understand, the truth cannot get into you. The truth gets
into you through your mentality, your understanding. Also, if the truth gets into
your memory, it becomes a constant and long-term nourishment. Then you
have an accumulation of the truth, and you are a person continually under the
constant nourishment. You will then know how to present the truth to others,
not merely to inspire them or to stir them up but to make them solid and
constituted with the truth. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 3: The
Way to Carry Out the Vision,” pp. 312-313)

Today’s Reading

Based upon our experience over the years, we must admit that in the
matter of educating the saints we have not been very successful. A number
of the saints have been meeting with us for years and years, but they still
have not gotten into the basic intrinsic element of the Lord’s recovery...Not
much intrinsic element of the divine revelation has been really wrought and
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constituted into their being...Not many among us can present particular truths
in an adequate way. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 3: The Way to
Carry Out the Vision” pp. 307-308)

The wall of the holy city [New Jerusalem] with its foundations is to protect
the interest of the riches of God’s divinity on the earth and the attainments of
His consummation...Today God’s divinity has been mocked. Some say that it is
a heresy to believe that we are born of God to be His children and that we are
God'’s family and have become God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead.
To oppose this great truth is to mock the interest of the riches of God’s divinity
on the earth. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Application of the Interpretation
of the New Jerusalem to the Seeking Believers,” p. 230)

1 Timothy 2:4b [says], “And to come to the full knowledge of the truth.” It is
crucial to see the word and. We may only see that God desires all men to be saved,
and neglect to see that God also desires that they come to the full knowledge of
the truth. Getting saved is the initial step for men to be in God’s purpose. Men
are not useful for the building up of the church unless they have come to the full
knowledge of the truth. We also need to come to the full knowledge of the truth
in order to help others come to the full knowledge of the truth.

The term full knowledge does not merely mean understanding; it includes
understanding and experience. To really know that sugar is sweet, you must
taste it. After tasting its sweetness, you will know sugar is sweet, experientially,
and no one will be able to convince you otherwise. All men need to come to the
full knowledge of the truth the same way. Too many people know only “hear-
say” truth. They do not really know nor have they experienced the truth to the
extent that no one could convince them otherwise. All should know the truth
item by item, point by point, and also know it experientially, until they have
come to the full knowledge of the truth. (A Lesson Book, Level 5: The Church—
the Vision and Building Up of the Church, pp. 274-275)

Further Reading: A Lesson Book, Level 5: The Church—the Vision and
Building Up of the Church, Isn. 23
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full
knowledge of the truth.

Titus 1:1 Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ according to
the faith of God’s chosen ones and the full knowledge of the truth, which
Is according to godliness.

Paul was an apostle not only according to the faith but also according to the
full knowledge of the truth. Faith is to receive all God has planned for us, all God
has done for us, and all God has given to us. The full knowledge of the truth is a
thorough apprehension of the truth, a full acknowledgment and appreciation of
the reality of all the spiritual and divine things that we have received through
faith. Apostleship is according to such an apprehension and appreciation of the
reality of God’s eternal economy. (Titus 1:1, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

In the books of 1 and 2 Timothy, Paul emphasizes the need of the believers to
come to the full knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4; 4:3; 2 Tim. 2:25; 3:7). First
Timothy 2:3-4 tells us that our Savior God “desires all men to be saved and to come
to the full knowledge of the truth.” The truth is contained in the writings of the
apostles, who released and ministered it. However, the majority of the believers have
not yet come to the full knowledge of the truth. Hence, the problem with respect to
the truth lies not on the side of the apostles but on the side of the believers.

The degradation of the church issued from the neglect of the truth. Today
many in organized Christianity are in darkness because they lack the proper
knowledge of the truth...Although Paul was not one of the twelve apostles
chosen by the Lord while He was on earth, the Holy Spirit revealed many
things to him. These things were then recorded in his fourteen Epistles, which
constitute a significant part of the apostles’ teaching and the New Testament
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(Col. 1:25). Fundamental Christian doctrine consists not only of the Lord’s
teaching in the Gospels but also of the apostles’ teaching presented in all
twenty-seven books of the New Testament. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, pp. 111-112)

The Lord’s recovery today is the full recovery of the divine truths in the holy
Word...In the Lord’s recovery..we learn the truth not by attending a seminary
but by reading the Scriptures in a daily way. In 1 Timothy 2:4 Paul tells us that
God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth.”
It is not possible for every believer to study in a seminary, but it is possible
for every child of God to come to the full knowledge of the truth by spending
time in the Word every day. Every believer has the capacity to come to the full
knowledge of the truth.

The divine revelation in the sixty-six books of the Bible is exceedingly
profound. To understand and interpret the Bible according to its intrinsic
significance is not easy. Through the centuries various schools of theology have
emerged, numerous Bible institutes and seminaries have been established, and
countless commentaries on the Bible have been written. In most of the Bible
institutes and seminaries, students learn theology, history, geography, and
biblical Hebrew and Greek. Today Christian theology has several major schools
of thought. All these schools of thought arise from different ways of studying
the Bible, many of which conflict with the God-ordained way of interpreting the
Bible according to its spiritual significance.

We in the local churches need to understand the Bible in the way of
apprehending its spiritual significance. In 1 and 2 Timothy Paul emphasizes
that the churches need the healthy teaching so that every believer may come to
the full knowledge of the truth..We should study the Bible according to the way
ordained by God so that we may help the saints to receive the healthy teaching
and know the truth in an adequate way. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 1, pp. 62-63)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1983,
vol. 3, pp. 109-113; CWWL, 1985, vol. 4, “The Full Knowledge of the Word of
God,” ch. 1
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 1:7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, the called saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Eph. 4:6 One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and
in all.

Every basic revelation in the Bible has two aspects: the objective aspect
and the subjective aspect..We need to realize that seeing the truths in the
Scriptures only in the objective aspect is not sufficient for the building up of
the Body of Christ, which fulfills God’s eternal purpose. Both the objective and
subjective aspects of the truth are needed for the fulfillment of God’s purpose.
For many centuries Satan, the subtle one, has allowed the saints to go on with
the knowledge of the truth in its objective aspect, but he has blinded them from
seeing the truth in its subjective aspect. He has worked in such a subtle way
because he realizes that once the saints enter into the subjective aspect of the
truth, the Body of Christ will be produced.

[For example], concerning God there are the objective and the subjective
truths. On the objective side God is our Creator (Gen. 1:1, 26), Redeemer
(Psa. 78:35), Savior (1 Tim. 2:3), Shepherd (Psa. 23:1), Lord (Luke 1:32),
and Master (Acts 4:24). As all these precious items, God is objective to
us because He remains outside of us. However, God is also our Father
(Rom. 1:7). God as our Father is subjective to us because His life has been
imparted into us. Physically, we have our father’s life, but our father’s
person cannot enter into us; however, in the spiritual reality, the person
of God the Father is in us as life. In this sense, we have not only God the
Father’s life but also God the Father Himself within us [Eph. 4:6]. (CWWL,
1977, vol. 3, pp. 57-59)
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Today’s Reading

If we pay attention only to the objective doctrines and neglect the subjective
aspect, we will not be able to fulfill God’s eternal purpose, which is that He be
expressed through the church. The objective doctrines are for the subjective
truths, and the subjective truths are for the producing of the church. Because
today’s Christianity has neglected the subjective truths, it does not have the
practical church life. The practical church life is an issue of our experience of
the subjective truths. When we have the experience of the subjective truths, the
church is spontaneously produced.

Furthermore, all the subjective truths are linked to the Spirit and life. The Spirit
and life are the substance of the subjective truths. If you take away the Spirit and
life, there will be no subjective truths. Objective doctrines are composed of letters,
whereas subjective truths are constituted with the Spirit and life, not with letters.
Without the Spirit and life you do not have subjective truths. Therefore, it is by the
Spirit and life that the church is produced. Because we live by the Spirit and in life,
we have the experience of the subjective truths and therefore have the church life.
(CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy Scriptures,” p. 109)

The subjective truths are required for the building up of the church because
the church is not merely an organization or a gathering of people but an
organism, the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18)...The church as the Body
of Christ is organic, something of life. Being members of the Body is not merely
a matter of confessing our sins and believing that the Lord Jesus died for us on
the cross so that our sins can be forgiven and we can be cleansed. Although it
is not wrong to consider the church as a group of forgiven and cleansed people
who believe in the Lord, to stop at this definition is to fall short of the real
meaning of the church. The church is much more than a group of cleansed and
forgiven believers, because within the church there is life, the divine life. If the
believers did not possess the divine life, the life of God, which is Christ Himself
(John 1:4; 11:25; 14:6), they would be only a group of people who come
together to establish or to be an organization. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, pp. 67-68)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, pp. 59-83
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 3:16-19 ...Be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the
inner man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be full of strength to
apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and
depth are and to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ...

The Gospel of John is a book on the subjective experience of Christ as life.
John 1:12 says, “As many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to
become children of God, to those who believe into His name.” To receive the
Lord here is to receive Him inwardly, to receive Him into our being. As many as
receive the Lord inwardly, into their being, He gives authority to be children of
God. Thus they are “begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God” (v. 13). This means that something of God Himself has
been born into their being. This experience is altogether subjective. (CWWL,
1977, vol. 3, pp. 69-70)

Today’s Reading

Ephesians 3:16-19 says, “That He would grant you, according to the riches of
His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,
that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be full of strength to apprehend with all the
saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are and to know the
knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness
of God.” We may have Christ abiding in us, yet we may not allow Him to make
His home in our heart, that is, in our whole being. For this reason, the apostle
Paul prayed for us that Christ may make His home in our heart—our mind,
emotion, will, and conscience—so that we may be filled unto all the fullness of
God. What a subjective experience this is!
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After Christ makes His home in our heart to the extent that we are filled
unto the fullness of God, whenever we who are filled gather together, God is
manifested. When we who are filled unto the fullness of God come together,
surely God will be manifested among us, and we will be the manifestation of
God. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, pp. 78-79)

The subjective viewpoint truly exists in the Scriptures. This subjective
viewpoint tells us over and over again that God is not only the God who is high
above. Rather, He is in us today to be our breath of life, our living water, and our
nutritious food...He desires to come into us to be our enjoyment. The more we
enjoy Him, the more joyful He is. He is in us; He is one spirit with us; we have
His life, nature, and essence. Our life, nature, and essence are exactly the same
as His...This is His salvation—to work Himself into us and put us into Him so
that we can become one spirit with Him. These are the subjective truths and
experiences in the Holy Scriptures.

These subjective truths are what God desires to recover today..We do
not have enough experience of allowing the divine element to sanctify and
transform our entire being, and we have very little of the metabolic, organic
transformation. We easily fall into the concept of outwardly improving
our behavior. After believing in the Lord, we love Him, pursue Him, live in
the church life, and even participate in His service. At this time, we often
spontaneously try to improve or change ourselves. Our intention is proper and
pure; we want to live before the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints and
be like one who serves God in the church. Nevertheless, we must admit that
these ideas are still human concepts and religious thoughts, which also have
the flavor of ethics. They are not our subjective experience of the God who was
processed through incarnation, death, and resurrection to be joined with us so
that we may become a part of Him. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths
in the Holy Scriptures,” pp. 106-107, 165-166)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy
Scriptures,” chs. 1-3, 7
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me through many
witnesses, these commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach
others also.

15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed
workman, cutting straight the word of the truth.

When we go out to contact people, we should go with the full knowledge
of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). In order to be saturated with the divine truths in the
Bible, we need to read the ministry publications, placing these publications
everywhere in our home—in the bedrooms, in the living room, on the dining
table, and in the kitchen. We should diligently read the ministry books so
that we may be constituted with the truth (cf. Acts 2:42). If we are filled with
the truth, then whenever we open our mouth, these precious truths will
spontaneously flow out of us (2 Tim. 2:2, 15). We should go out not with a
superficial gospel but with a high gospel in order to meet people’s need, which
is the Triune God...A good number of people today are knowledgeable and
thoughtful and have spent some time considering the meaning of their human
life. A superficial gospel that focuses on salvation from hell and into heaven
will not attract them, because they have already heard such a gospel. The saints
have found the booklet The Mystery of Human Life to be effective in preaching
the gospel. This is because the subject of this booklet addresses the need of
many thoughtful people today. (CWWL, 1987, vol. 1, pp. 7-8)

Today’s Reading

Thoughtful people, including teenagers, consider and want to discover
the significance of their human life. Those who have had a successful career
desire to know the meaning and goal of their human life. If we go to such
ones with the high gospel, a good number among them will be interested.
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Although people today may be familiar with religion, ethics, or philosophy,
most of them have never heard the deeper truths in the Bible. We need to
present the deeper truths to others, such as the truth concerning life, the
Triune God, the enjoyment of Christ, justification, sanctification, and the
dispensing of God. For instance, we may tell people that they were created
as vessels in order to receive God as their content so that He may live in
them (Gen. 1:26; Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7; Eph. 3:17). Many of us can testify
that the high truths we presented to others astonished and captured a good
number among them. If we speak the deeper truths to people, using the
footnotes of the Recovery Version, we will be able to attract them. (CWWL,
1987, vol. 1, p. 8)

We should always practice to contact people one by one. We should not try
to preach to a group. We may speak to fifty persons at one time, but eventually
we may gain none of these fifty. The most effective way is to contact people one
by one.

We need to preach the high gospel. We should not be influenced by the old
concept that people will not understand us if we share things that are deep and
high. The thoughtful people want to hear the deeper truths concerning the real
meaning of human life.

We can speak the high gospel to people from any part of the Bible. It is
even possible to preach the gospel from the beginning of Matthew 1. Verse 1
says, “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.” From this point we can say something about Christ. Then we can
proceed by telling the stories about David and Abraham. We can eventually
arrive at the point of the Lord Jesus being the Redeemer and the Savior.

All of us need to study the divine truths in the printed ministry to equip us

for the preaching of the high gospel. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The World
Situation and the Direction of the Lord’s Move,” pp. 307-308)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 1, “The World Situation and the
Direction of the Lord’s Move,” ch. 4
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All Scripture is the very breath of God

WEEK 3 — HYMN

Study of the Word — The Function of the Word
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. It is the breath of God as light to man,

With rays divine man to illuminate;
It shines in darkness and to man reveals
What is his truest need and actual state.

. It is the breath of God as life to man,

Nature divine to man it doth impart;
The dead it quickens and regenerates,
Transforms the soul-life and renews the heart.

. It is the breath of God as wisdom too,

Knowledge divine to man it has to teach;
Th’ eternal purpose of the Lord it shows,
And leadeth man God’s final goal to reach.

. It is the breath of God as strength to man,

Power divine to man it doth transmit,
Strength’ning the weak, empowering the faint,
Enabling man God’s purpose full to fit.

. It is the breath of God for us to breathe,

That as our portion God we may enjoy;
Receiving it by spirits exercised,
Our need is met, His wealth we may employ.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




% V9B

Bk ERER A EN
N =

FEC 569

B BRI ~4, 8, H=-A\29~30, =—1~
3, BHm 2

[:B—])
T (AR, $—2hBAME, EE,
K&, Bt BB IA—HRENLE

dot, AR AT AT 9 BOR B E 68 R
ZENLEE, BERMOKIMEA, £
FAF AR AN ] —RAT =1~ 3:

— RBRIAPGLE L, TBRREREZEHAVHE
B ATAR F AT HI L (»3~4\ 18) VA4, 4¥14%
LOIRE 75 R AT B AT BARA A 09 bk ik
(=1~3,8),
ZAREZTHRBEEA EHEDT AT R
ﬁL REBRBELSHAE, LHEYZEH R ESL
Ba TREL 1\42%—1@/3/\%[594/57 % iz ,
jﬁ«f&é’%‘f\ﬁ S hy F— E+ = 23,

= B PR ELARTREY B, [5—]

O =FtHAEKEEEREESRTIIKFE 4 BHAE—F1E

Week Four

A Proper Prayer Life
for a Proper Church Life

Hymns: 786

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 2:1-4, 8; Exo. 28:29-30; 31:1-3; Col. 4:2

§ Day 1

"I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men; on behalf of kings and
all who are in high position, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil
life in all godliness and gravity. This is good and acceptable in the
sight of our Savior God"—1 Tim. 2:1-3:

A. After speaking of God's economy and after charging Timothy to war the
good warfare for God's economy (1:3-4,18), Paul indicates that a prayer
ministry is the prerequisite for the administrating and shepherding of a
local church (2:1-3, 8).

B.A prerequisite for having a proper church life in the Lord's recovery
today is to have a prayer life; a proper church is a praying church; all
in the Lord's recovery must be prayerful and stand against the sin of
prayerlessness—1 Sam. 12:23.

C. The elders in the church must take up Paul's charge to "first of all" pray (1
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Tim. 2:1); those who take the lead in the churches must have a prayer life;
if we exercise ourselves to have a prayer life, the church will be living and
uplifted.

D.Instead of talking so much and even instead of working so much, we
should pray more; only after we have prayed for a matter thoroughly
should we make a decision concerning it, not by ourselves independently,
but in oneness with the Lord and according to His leading.

§ Day 2

E.The Greek word for intercessions denotes an approaching of God in a
personal and confiding manner, that is, an intervening, an interfering,
before God in others' affairs for their benefit.

F."Recently, my activity was limited for a time so that I could rest and
care for my health. When I heard about certain needs, I prayed for them.
Perhaps the Lord limited me that He might impress me with the fact that
prayer is more important than work. May we all learn the lesson that the
way to have a good church life is to pray. This is crucial. If our talking is
turned into praying, the church in our locality will be transformed"—Life-
study of 1 Timothy, second edition, p. 28.

G.We should pray on behalf of all men because God our Savior desires
all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth; our
prayer is required for the carrying out of God's desire—1 Tim. 2:4.

H."I desire therefore that men pray in every place, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and reasoning”—v. 8:

1.Hands symbolize our doings; hence, holy hands signify a holy living, a
living that is pious and that belongs to God; such a holy life strengthens our
prayer life.

2.1f our hands are not holy, our living is not holy and is not for God; we then
have no supporting strength to pray, no holy hands to lift up in prayer.
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3. Wrath and reasoning kill our prayer; wrath is of our emotion, and reasoning
is of our mind.

4.To have a prayer life and pray unceasingly, our emotion and mind must be
regulated to be in a normal condition, under the control of the Spirit in our
Spirit.

§ Day 3

II. In order to be infused with the instruction of God to care
for the church, the elders must have much and thorough
prayer so that they can enter into the reality of "reading the
saints,” just as the high priest in the Old Testament read the
stones on the breastplate with the Urim and Thummim in
the presence of God—Exo. 28:29-30:

A. After the Urim and the Thummim were put into the breastplate, it became
not only a memorial but also a breastplate of judgment—uv. 30:

1. Urim means "lights," "illuminators"—v. 30:

a. The Urim was an illuminator inserted into the breastplate under the
twelve stones; it had the capacity to contain oil for burning, and the
fire used to burn the oil came from the altar.

b.The Urim had twelve illuminators, one to illuminate each of the
twelve transparent precious stones on the breastplate so that they
could shine with light (David Baron).

c. The Urim typifies Christ as lights, illuminators (John 8:12; Luke 1:78-
79), shining through the Spirit (the oil) and the cross (the fire from
the altar).

2. Thummim means "perfecters,” "completers"—Exo. 28:30:
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a. The names on the twelve stones on the breastplate contained only eighteen of
the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet; the remaining four letters were
put on the Thummim, making it the perfecter and completer (David Baron).

b.By the shining of the Urim on the individual precious stones and by
the darkening of the stones, the full alphabet of twenty-two letters
could be used to spell out words and sentences.

c. The Thummim typifies Christ as the perfecter and completer (Heb.
12:2); thus, He is the spiritual alphabet for both inscribing and
completing (cf. Rev. 22:13a).

d.Together, the Urim and the Thummim typify Christ as God's witness, God's
testimony (3:14), as the means for God to speak to His people (Heb. 1:2).

§ Day 4

e.In the New Testament, the reality of the Urim and the Thummim
is the mingled spirit—the unveiling Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit,
indwelling our receiving spirit, our regenerated human spirit—Rom.
8:4, 14, 16; Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10.

B. According to the Old Testament, the Urim and the Thummim added to the
breastplate were a means for God to speak to His people to indicate to
them His leading; thus, we may say that the breastplate of judgment is a
"breastplate of leading"—Lev. 8:8; Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8; Josh. 7:16-21;
1 Sam. 23:6, 9-12; 28:6; Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65.

C.In spiritual experience, in order to know God's leading we must judge
whatever is of the flesh, the self, the old man, and the world; the fact that
God's speaking as His leading was through the breastplate signifies that
God makes His leading known to His people through the church.

D.The breastplate of judgment for God's leading was like a heavenly, divine,
and spiritual typewriter, and His way of speaking through the breastplate
with the Urim and the Thummim is the opposite of what we would expect:
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1. God speaks not through the stones that are shining but through the stones
that become dark; this means that God speaks through negative situations;
because the Lord's speaking by the breastplate of judgment is through
negative situations, that speaking is a judgment.

§ Day 5

2. Normally the twelve stones in the breastplate were under the shining of the
Urim; suddenly a piece inscribed with a certain name would become dark;
this darkening of a particular stone was God's instant speaking:

a.Paul's Epistles and the seven epistles of the Lord Jesus to the seven
churches in Asia (Rev. 2—3) were all written according to this
principle; they were written according to the negative situation of the
churches, not according to the positive things found in the churches.

b.Paul wrote 1 Corinthians according to his reading of the negative
situation at Corinth, but although his writing was based on the
negative things, in this Epistle he ministered positive things—the
riches of Christ—to the church—cf. 1:9.

c. The saints in Corinth became the letters used by Paul in the spiritual
typesetting of his Epistle; in the same way, in a local church the
leading ones need to seek the Lord's guidance by reading the actual
situation and condition of the saints.

d.The problem among Christians today is that because there is so much
darkness, there is no way for God to expose the darkness; in order for
the darkness to be made known, there must first be the shining of the
light; God speaks through things that become negative in the midst of
the shining of the light—cf. Eph. 5:8-9.

e.By reading the negative situations in this way, we come to know
God's leading, His judgment; then in our locality we will know what
God wants us to do, and we should then follow His leading.
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E. The breastplate is the building up of the Body life and the means for us
to know God's will concerning His people; by much and thorough prayer,
we can experience the reality of the breastplate; then we will receive the
Lord's judgment of what we have to do or what we must not do; we will
know the Lord's way, and the whole church will go on according to the
judgment given by the Lord.

F. The elders need not only the Bible and the Holy Spirit but also the
brothers and sisters as the alphabet; this means that they need to bear the
brothers and sisters before God and read the condition of every brother
and sister before God; in this way the elders' meeting will become the
watchtower of the church, and the elders will know what God wants them
to do and what God's present will is in the church life.

§ Day 6

III. The leading ones, those who minister the word in the
church, should take the lead to have a prayer life; they need
to "persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving"—
Col. 4:2; Acts 6:4:

A.Whether the church is living and fresh and enriched depends on this one
thing—that we are being filled continuously with the Spirit; in order to be
filled continuously with the Spirit, we need to be those who are willing,
empty, and praying—Phil. 2:13; Matt. 5:3, 8; Luke 1:53; Eph. 5:18.

B.The wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and skill for the noble work of
building up the church must be God Himself as the Spirit to us; only the
Spirit of God can build His own dwelling place through us—Exo. 31:1-3;
Zech. 4:6.

C. Because the elders are short of prayer, they are short of the Spirit; it is when we
are fully condemned in our prayer under the shining of the light of the Lord's
indwelling presence that we receive wisdom and the real understanding of the
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 2:1-2 | exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercessions, thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men; on behalf
of kings and all who are in high position, that we may lead a quiet and
tranquil life in all godliness and gravity

If we would have a proper church life, we must first have a prayer life. The
leading ones, those who minister the word in the church, should take the
lead to have such a prayer life. A prayer ministry is the prerequisite for the
administration and shepherding of a local church. Thus, Paul exhorts Timothy
that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made on behalf of
all men [1 Tim. 2:1]. This is the first word concerning the positive aspect of the
church life that Paul gives after speaking of God’s economy and after charging
Timothy to war the good warfare for God’s economy. Timothy had to take the
lead to have a prayer life. A prerequisite for having a proper church life in the
Lord’s recovery today is to have a prayer life. A proper church is a praying
church. A church that is without prayer is pitiful...All in the Lord’s recovery
must be prayerful and stand against the sin of prayerlessness. The elders in the
churches must take up Paul’s charge to “first of all” pray [v. 1]. (Life-study of 1
Timothy, second edition, p. 25)

Today’s Reading

Whenever we hear some news, good or bad, concerning a particular church,
we should pray. Do not discuss the situation, do not gossip about it, and do
not criticize. Just pray! Likewise, if you hear something about a saint or about
an elder, pray..If we exercise ourselves to have a prayer life, the church will be
living and uplifted. If some would be today’s Timothys to take the lead to pray,
the others will follow. This can be illustrated by the way a flock of sheep follows
the few who take the lead.
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Instead of talking so much and even instead of working so much, we should
pray more. Should you hear that a saint is weak or backsliding, do not talk
about that person, and do not criticize him. Moreover, do not immediately go to
visit him. Instead, pray for him. Whether or not you should visit him depends
on the Lord’s leading...Do not do anything presumptuously. If the Lord does
not lead you to visit a backsliding saint, you should not visit him on your own.
It is possible that even in visiting the saints, we may be presumptuous...But
if through our prayer the Lord definitely leads us to visit a certain one, that
visitation will be effective.

We should also pray whenever we hear of problems among the saints. We
should not presume that we are experienced and qualified to solve problems...If
we learn about a problem between brothers, we should bring this matter to the
Lord in our prayer.

The first thing the elders should do in caring for the church is pray. Do not
make decisions without praying. Do not either criticize someone or praise
him without first praying for him. Before doing anything, we need to pray.
Furthermore, our prayers should not be light or superficial; they must be
thorough. Only after we have prayed for a matter thoroughly should we make
a decision concerning it, not by ourselves independently but in oneness with
the Lord and according to His leading. If the elders practice in this way, the
church life in their locality will be uplifted and proper...If we touch Paul’s spirit
in 1 Timothy 2:1-7, we will sense his burden that those who take the lead in
the church life must have a prayer life. In these verses Paul seems to be telling
Timothy, “I have shown you a clear picture of God’s economy and how it is
versus different teachings. I have also pointed out to you that, in His mercy, the
Lord has made me a pattern of His economy. I have also charged you solemnly
to war the good warfare on behalf of God’s economy. Now deep in my spirit is
the burden to exhort you to pray. [ exhort that petitions, prayers, intercessions,
thanksgivings be made on behalf of all men. Do not think that teaching comes
before prayer. No, prayer must be first, and teaching, second.” (Life-study of 1
Timothy, second edition, pp. 26-27)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msgs. 3-4
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full
knowledge of the truth.

8 | desire therefore that men pray in every place, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and reasoning.

In 1 Timothy 2:1 Paul mentions petitions, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings. Prayer is general, having worship and fellowship as its
essence. Petitions are special and are for particular needs. The Greek word
rendered “intercessions” denotes an approaching of God in a personal
and confiding manner, that is, an intervening, an interfering, before God in
others’ affairs for their benefit. In addition, we must offer thanksgiving...If the
situation in a certain church is good, it is because of God, not because of the
church...Therefore, instead of praising a church or a person, we should give
thanks to God. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd edition, pp. 27-28)

Today’s Reading

Paul’s spirit was very burdened concerning the importance of prayer. He
wanted his dear spiritual children to pray. Again and again I would emphasize
the fact that we can have a proper church life only if we have a prayer life. [ can
testify that [ have never prayed more than [ have during the past several years.
I can also testify that [ have seen definite answers to my prayers. Recently, my
activity was limited for a time so that I could rest and care for my health. When
I heard about certain needs, [ prayed for them. Perhaps the Lord limited me
that He might impress me with the fact that prayer is more important than
work. May we all learn the lesson that the way to have a good church life is
to pray. This is crucial. If our talking is turned into praying, the church in our
locality will be transformed.
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We should pray on behalf of all men because God our Savior desires all
men to be saved and to know the truth [cf. v. 4]. Our prayer is required for the
carrying out of God’s desire.

When we pray in every place, we should lift up holy hands. Hands symbolize
our doings. Hence, holy hands signify a holy living, a living that is pious and
that belongs to God. Such a holy life strengthens our prayer life. If our hands are
not holy, our living is not holy and is not for God; we then have no supporting
strength to pray, no holy hands to lift up in prayer.

If you are watchful over the elders and the saints in a critical way, your
prayer life will be killed. But if you lift up holy hands, your prayer will be
strengthened.

In verse 8 Paul also urges the brothers to pray “without wrath and
reasoning.” Wrath and reasoning Kkill our prayer. Wrath is of our emotion,
and reasoning is of our mind. To have a prayer life and pray unceasingly, our
emotion and mind must be regulated to be in a normal condition, under the
control of the Spirit in our spirit.

The Greek word for reasoning means “disputatious reasoning.” What Paul is
speaking of here is not normal or ordinary reasoning but a reasoning filled with
disputation. We must avoid this if we are to pray properly. Paul’s word about
not having disputatious reasonings is related to his admonition to lift up holy
hands. If we close our eyes and lift up our hands, we will be able to pray. But if
we open our eyes to consider others and reason about their situation, we will
not be able to pray...But if we lift up our hands and refrain from disputatious
reasoning, we will be able to pray in a proper way.

From experience [ have learned that our prayer life can be affected by our
mood. If I do not keep myself in a proper mood, my prayer life is put to death.
Anger always destroys our prayer life for a period of time. If a brother loses
his temper with his wife, he may find that he cannot pray properly for a few
days. If we are to have a prayer life, we must learn not to be moody or angry
with others. By the Lord’s grace that is with our spirit, we must exercise a strict
control over our emotion. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, pp. 28-29,
34-35)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 38, ch. 56
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Exo. 28:29-30 ...Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the
breastplate of judgment on his heart when he goes into the sanctuary,
for a memorial before Jehovah continually. And you shall put in the
breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be on
Aaron’s heart when he goes in before Jehovah...

The twelve names on the breastplate included eighteen of the twenty-
two letters in the Hebrew alphabet. The remaining four letters were put on a
piece called the Thummim. The Hebrew word Thummim means “perfecters”
or “completers.” Thus, on the breastplate with the additional piece called the
Thummim all twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet could be found. Just
as the twenty-six letters of the English alphabet on the keys of a typewriter can
be used to compose a word, phrase, sentence, or paragraph, so the twenty-two
letters of the Hebrew alphabet on the breastplate and the Thummim could be
used to spell out words and sentences. (Life-study of Exodus, p. 1405)

Today’s Reading

The Urim was an illuminator inserted into the breastplate underneath the
twelve stones. In Hebrew the word Urim means “lights”...The Urim had the
capacity to contain oil for burning, and...the fire used to burn this oil came from
the altar...This Urim had twelve illuminators, one to illuminate each piece of
stone on the breastplate. Then the transparent stones could shine with light.

When the Urim and the Thummim were added to the breastplate, they
caused it to become the breastplate of judgment...Whenever Joshua needed
guidance concerning the move of the people, he had to go to the high priest
who then received guidance from God by means of the Urim and the Thummim.
Thus, God spoke through the Urim and the Thummim.
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Both the Urim and the Thummim typify Christ...The breastplate typifies the
church. Therefore, the Urim and the Thummim added to the breastplate typify
Christ added to the church. The twelve precious stones in the breastplate typify
the believers, the components of the church, inscribed with Christ as the letters
of the spiritual alphabet. According to the book of Revelation, Christ is the Alpha
and the Omega. Since He is the first letter and the last, He is no doubt all the
letters in between. This means that Christ is the alphabet used to compose words,
sentences, paragraphs, chapters, and books. The letters inscribed on the twelve
stones in the breastplate typify Christ as the letters in the heavenly alphabet.

The Thummim...was a completer, a perfecter, of the letters on the breastplate.
This indicates that no matter how much of Christ has been inscribed into us, we
still are not complete. Some letters, something of Christ, are still missing. We
need the completing Christ, the One who bears these missing letters.

The Urim added to the breastplate caused the twelve precious stones to
shine...The important point here is that even with all the stones inscribed with
letters signifying the believers inscribed with Christ, there was still something
missing...Hence, there is the need for the Christ typified by the Thummim to be
added to the church, the breastplate.

Often the leading ones in the church realize that no matter how much the
saints in their locality have been experiencing Christ or how much of Christ
has been inscribed into them, something of Christ is still missing...Therefore,
we need Christ as the completion. Furthermore, no matter how much we have
experienced Christ and have had Him inscribed upon us, we will still be in
darkness if we depend on ourselves. We need Christ as the light, as the Urim,
to be added to the church...Even though we may be rich in the experience of
Christ, something of Christ is still lacking and can be made up by Him alone. We
should never think that we have exhausted Christ. No, He is inexhaustible...We
need Christ to be added to us. When this missing portion of Christ is added,
we have the completion and the shining. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1405-1406,
1423-1425)

Further Reading: Life-study of Exodus, msgs. 123, 126-129
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

In the New Testament theocracy, the Urim and Thummim are replaced by the
mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled with our regenerated human spirit (Rom.
1:9; 8:16; John 3:6; 4:24; 1 Cor. 6:17). The oracle of God is in our spirit. (CWWL,
1989, vol. 3, “The Exercise and Practice of the God-ordained Way,” p. 401)

The breastplate was called the breastplate of judgment (Exo. 28:15)...The
judgment here is not mainly to determine what is right or wrong, what is
just or unjust. Instead, this judgment is so that God’s people could know His
leading. Hence, the breastplate of judgment is actually the breastplate of
leading. . .We must judge whatever is of the flesh, the self, the old man, and
the world. We must judge the things of the flesh and the mind set on the flesh.
This judgment clears the way for us to know God’s leading. (Life-study of
Exodus, p. 1382)

Today’s Reading

The building of the breastplate is a picture of the building up of all the
people of God, that is, the Body of Christ. If we are going to know God’s
judgment and God’s will, first of all we need the building of God’s people. If we
do not have this building, we simply do not have the breastplate. Second, we
need Christ to be added as light and perfection, and third, we need to get into
the presence of God. Fourth, after we are in God’s presence, there must be the
fresh light for us to read the letters to determine God’s will. These four things
are very basic.
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There is the real need of the building of the saints together. Without this
building, there is no breastplate. If we do not have the breastplate, we simply do
not have the means to know God’s will...We only know our own will...According
to Romans 12, to know the Lord’s will is something in the Body. But if we do not
have the Body, how can we know the will of God?...In order to know the Lord’s
judgment, [the priests] must have the breastplate, which is the building up of
the Lord’s people.

The Epistles to the church in Corinth were written by the apostle Paul with
all the believers composed together as a breastplate upon his heart. He was
so much concerned for the Body of Christ that all the saints were composed
upon his heart. He had Christ as his light and perfection, and he stayed in
the presence of God to receive the fresh, new light. It was in this light that he
considered all the saints in Corinth one by one. He read all the brothers and
sisters as the letters. This is how he got the materials to write the two letters.

The apostles did not write the Epistles in [the way of studying the Old
Testament to get wonderful concepts or thoughts]. First of all, they were built
up in the church life, and all the churches were composed as materials for that
breastplate upon their heart. In their heart they were so much concerned about
all the churches of all the saints. They had the church life, and they had Christ
as their light and perfection. In the presence of the Lord they received the fresh
light to read the situation in all the churches. All the saints simply became the
letters for them to compose the Epistles.

To know the Lord’s will and judgment about His people, we need the
redemption, the nourishment, the enlightening, and the building up. Then
among us and with us there will be the breastplate, which is the building up of
the Body life and the means for us to know God'’s will concerning His people.
Then we will receive the Lord’s judgment of what we have to do or what we
must not do. We will know the Lord’s way. Then the whole church will go
on according to the judgment given by the Lord. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The
Priesthood,” pp. 586-589)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Exercise and Practice of the God-
ordained Way,” ch. 23; CWWL, 1966, vol. 1, “The Priesthood,” ch. 18
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 1:9 ...You were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Eph. 5:8 For you were once darkness but are now light in the Lord; walk
as children of light.

Today’s application of the breastplate with the Urim and the
Thummim...requires that the leading ones bear the saints and Christ on their
hearts so that they may know the condition of the saints and the completion of
Christ for God’s leading...These leading ones need to see the Lord’s shining and
read the saints. Then they will be able to receive God’s leading concerning the
church in their locality.

God’s way of speaking through the breastplate with the Urim and the
Thummim is the opposite of what we would expect. God speaks not through
the stones that are shining but through stones that become dark. This means
that God speaks through negative situations. Normally the twelve stones in the
breastplate were under the shining of the Urim. Suddenly a piece inscribed
with a certain name would become dark. This darkening of a particular stone
was God’s instant speaking. .. He spoke through the stones that suddenly
became dark. (Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1430-1431)

Today’s Reading

Paul’s Epistles and also the seven epistles of the Lord Jesus to the seven
churches in Asia were all written according to this principle. They were written
according to the negative situation of the churches, not according to the
positive things found in the churches. Take, for example, Paul’s first Epistle to
the Corinthians...Paul wrote this Epistle according to his reading of the negative
situation at Corinth. By considering that situation, he knew what to write.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 9
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But although his writing was based on the negative things, in this Epistle he
ministered positive things—the riches of Christ—to the church.

The problem among Christians today is that because there is so much
darkness, there is no way for God to expose darkness. When everything is in
darkness, it is difficult to point out a particular matter that is in darkness...If
all the lights are shining, it will be easy to find one that becomes dark. This
illustrates how God spoke through the breastplate. The darkening of a
particular stone was God’s instant speaking.

In order for the darkness to be made known, there must first be the shining of
light..When all the lights are shining, it immediately becomes apparent when a
certain light becomes dark. That darkness is an indicator that something is wrong.
If in a certain church things that are wrong are easily found out, that church is
normal..When darkness prevails, it is not possible for negative matters to be
exposed. For this, light is necessary. What is exposed under the shining of the light
is God’s speaking. God speaks through things becoming negative. This kind of
negative situation is an indicator of the shortage of Christ. By reading the negative
situations in this way, we come to know God’s leading. Then in our locality we
shall know what God wants us to do, and we should then follow His leading.

The leading obtained through the breastplate always involves a
judgment...Because the Lord’s speaking is through negative situations, that
speaking is a judgment. Under the shining of Paul, the darkness was exposed.
Paul wrote certain of his Epistles according to the darkness, according to the
negative condition, of the saints in the churches. Because Paul saw certain dark
areas in the church in Corinth, areas that were letters of God’s judgment, Paul
could write Corinthians as a book of judgment. But along with all the judgment
contained in this Epistle, there are many positive things: the riches of Christ
ministered to the believers at Corinth. This is God’s way of speaking. Both in
the Old Testament and the New Testament, God’s speaking is according to the
negative situation yet with the riches of Christ as the supply for His people.
(Life-study of Exodus, pp. 1431-1433)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1961-1962, vol. 4, “The All-inclusive Christ,” ch. 11;
Life-study of Colossians, msg. 65
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Col. 4:2 Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving.

Acts 6:4 But we will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of
the word.

Concerning persevering in prayer,..we need to be willing to make a deal with
the Lord, even to make a vow to Him, that we will be a praying people. If all the
saints in all the churches make such a deal with the Lord, the recovery will be
greatly enriched and uplifted. Furthermore, the saints will enjoy the Lord, His
presence, and His instant and constant anointing. All day long, they will enjoy
the smile of the Lord’s face. As we persevere in prayer, the living person of
Christ becomes our experience and enjoyment. (Life-study of Colossians, 2nd
edition, pp. 573-574)

Today’s Reading

Whether the church is living and fresh and enriched depends on this one
thing: that we are being filled continuously with the Triune God. For this,
dear brothers, we need first the willingness and second the emptiness. The
third thing that we need is the instant, constant prayer. We must pray. If we
are able to do things, we do not need to pray much. We have confidence, we
have knowledge, we have a way, we have ability, we have strength: we are
certain we can handle the situation. We need to empty ourselves, knowing
that whatever we can do is not counted; it is not only rejected but even
condemned by God. Whatever the old man can do is condemned by God. We
have to realize this. Then we will see our need of God and will pray constantly
and instantly.

If you are short of willingness, short of emptiness, short of prayer, I
cannot help you. Nor can you be of help to others..We should pray, “Lord,
by Your mercy I am willing. In Your grace [ am empty. [ am open to You with
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utter emptiness. I do not want to hold on to anything of my past experiences.
[ want to be fresh.” All the time, unceasingly, pray to be filled with Him. Then
you will experience [divine] wisdom, understanding, and knowledge coming
to you like a tide...You will know how to contact the saints with the divine
nature, how to supply them with Christ, how to build them up with the
redemption of Christ and with God’s judgment. You will also have an inner
ability to build up the saints in transformation and in the church life; not
just to build them in character but to build them up as a dwelling place for
God...To be rich in the leadership, we need a willingness, an emptiness, and
continuous prayer.

When the elders come together, they should pray, not just discuss things. You
like to call it fellowship, but maybe it is only a discussion. The elders need to
pray: to pray their mind, their different understandings, into the oneness...Pray
yourselves into the spirit. When you are praying in the spirit, you have one
mind; you are in oneness...Even in shepherding, in visiting either the unsaved
or the saints, we should be constantly in prayer. We have all experienced that
if we pray continuously, when we go, we do not speak what we thought we
would. We find ourselves saying things we had no intention to say; what we say
is new. By being in continuous prayer, our spirit is released, and we will find
that we speak from our spirit.

The crucial lack is this continuous prayer on the part of all the elders,
whatever the locality. You are short of prayer, so you are short of the Spirit. It
is when you are fully condemned in your prayer that you receive wisdom and
the real understanding of the Lord concerning the situation, concerning people,
and concerning the church.

The Christian life is a life of prayer. Elders are not extraordinary Christians.
To be a proper elder is to be a normal Christian. Many Christians are abnormal.
Thus, the elders should set up a normal pattern...In this way the church can
be built up. Try to practice this, looking to the Lord for His mercy and grace.
(CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “Practical Talks to the Elders,” pp. 74-77)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 1, “Practical Talks to the Elders,” ch. 7, CWWL,
1989, vol. 4, “The Apostles’ Teaching and the New Testament Leadership,” ch. 2
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

Pray to labor with the Lord
Prayer — Laboring with the Lord
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la - bor with the Lord, Pray to pave the way for Him;
G/B D’ G Em c G/D D’ G
A

1 T
move Him and be moved From the cen - ter to the  rim.

2. Pray to labor with the Lord,
Be identified with Him

In His purpose and His aim
Till His blessing floodeth in.

3. Pray to labor with the Lord;
Self-ambition and self-will
We must ever cast away,
All His purpose to fulfill.

4. Pray to labor with the Lord;
Let the Lord initiate
All the plan and all the work;
Then thru us He’ll operate.

5. Pray to labor with the Lord
Till the wheel begins to move;
Pray together with the Lord
Till the Church His pow’r shall prove.
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Week Five

How to Conduct Ourselves in the House of God—
Exercising Ourselves unto Godliness

Hymns: 501

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 3:15a, 16a; 4:7b-8; 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:7; 4:22;
Titus 1:1

§ Day 1

I. "I write that you may know how one ought to conduct
himself in the house of God"—1 Tim. 3:15a:

A.What Paul ministered to Timothy was entirely concerning how to conduct
himself in the church—1:3-5, 18-19.

B. The way to conduct ourselves in the church is by becoming one who loves
the Word of God—3:15a; cf. John 6:63, 68.

C. Respecting the headship of Christ and bearing the truth are two governing
principles that we must follow in order to know how to conduct ourselves
in the church life—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15.

D.In order to properly conduct ourselves in the house of God, the church,
we need to take care of the healthy teaching—2 Tim. 4:3-4.

E.We must live and act in our spirit so that in the church God can be
manifested as the living God—]John 4:23-24; 1 Cor. 6:17; 1 Tim.
3:15-16.
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§ Day 2 & Day 3

wBT/ay | — 11 "Confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness"—v. 16a:

A.The important word godliness is used nine times in 1 and 2 Timothy—1
Tim. 2:2; 3:16; 4:7-8; 6:3, 5-6,11; 2 Tim. 3:5.

B. Godliness is a mystery because it is real and living yet invisible—1 Tim.
3:16a; 6:11.

C. The full knowledge of the truth is according to godliness—Titus 1:1.

D.The truth, the reality, of God's eternal economy is according to godliness,
which is God manifested in man—v. 1; 1 Tim. 3:16a.

E. Godliness is godlikeness, being like God, expressing God—Col. 1:15; 3:10.

F. Godliness is not merely an outward matter; the word manifested in 1
Timothy 3:16 indicates that godliness is an inward life with an outward
expression.

G.As believers in Christ, we should pursue godliness; to pursue godliness is
to live a daily life that manifests God—6:11.

H.In order for God to be manifested in the flesh, godliness needs to be
expressed in our whole living—1 John 3:2; 2:28.

I. God's economy is God coming into us, and godliness is God going out of
us—1 Tim. 1:4; 3:16a:

1. The Christian life is simply God coming in and God going out—John 4:14; 7:29.

2.Because godliness is the expression of God, the Christian life should be a life
that expresses God and bears God's likeness in all things—Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 3:18.

3.First Timothy 2:2 says that we need to lead a quiet and tranquil life in
all godliness; even in small things, we need to lead a life in all godliness,
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everywhere and in everything.

4. Our church life, our daily life, and our family life are simply God coming in
and God going out all day—2 Cor. 13:14; 3:18.

J. The church of the living God is the ultimate mystery of godliness because
the proper church life is the corporate manifestation of God in the
flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16; Col. 1:15.

§ Day 4

I1I. "Exercise yourself unto godliness"—1 Tim. 4:7b:

A.The way to conduct ourselves in the church life is to exercise ourselves
unto godliness—3:15a; 4:7b; 2:2.

B. We all have to exercise our spirit because the mystery of God is with our
spirit—Eph. 1:9; 3:3-4, 9; 5:32; Col. 1:26-27; 2:2; 2 Tim. 4:22.

C.Our Christian life is a life of godliness, which comes out of God's
dispensing of Himself into us; this depends upon our spirit being fully
exercised—2 Cor. 13:14; 2 Tim. 4:22; Philem. 25.

D.We need to build up the habit of exercising our spirit—1 Tim. 4:7b; 1 Cor.
6:17; Eph. 2:22:

1. A godly life issuing from God's dispensing depends upon the exercise of our
spirit—1 Tim. 4:7b; John 4:23-24.

2.1f we do not exercise our spirit strongly to cooperate with the Lord, God
cannot dispense Himself into us—2 Cor. 13:14; 1 Cor. 6:17; Rom. 8:4, 9.

E. The word exercise implies forcing—1 Tim. 4:7b:
1. To exercise is always a forced matter.

2. Whenever we are in a hard situation, we have to force ourselves to exercise
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our spirit—cf. Rom. 8:28.

3.1f we Christians want to be strong and grow in the Lord, we must force
ourselves to use our spirit—2 Tim. 4:22; Rev. 1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10; Rom.
8:16.

§ Day 5

F. To exercise our spirit is to set our mind on the spirit—v. 6; Mal. 2:15-16:

1.When we set our mind on the spirit, we have the inner sense of life and
peace, the sense of strength, satisfaction, rest, release, liveliness, watering,
brightness, and comfort.

2. When we set our mind on the flesh, we have the inner sense of death, the
sense of weakness, emptiness, uneasiness, restlessness, depression, dryness,
darkness, and pain.

3. Our Christian life is not according to the standard of right and wrong but
according to the spirit, and we know the spirit by the inner sense of life and
peace—Rom. 8:6,16; 9:1; 2 Cor. 13:14.

G. To exercise our spirit is to discern our spirit from our soul—Heb. 4:12:

1. We should always be on the alert to discern and deny anything that is not of
the spirit but of the soul, the self—Matt. 16:25; cf. Luke 9:25.

2. All the time we need to keep our spirit separate from our soul—Heb. 4:12; 1
Thes. 5:23.

3. The enemy's strategy is always to mix our spirit with our soul.

4, Whatever we are, whatever we have, and whatever we do must be in the
spirit; everything that God is to us is in our spirit—2 Tim. 4:22.

§ Day 6
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H.In order to prove that the exercise unto godliness is the exercise of the
spirit, we need to go to 2 Timothy, where Paul says that God has given us
a spirit that is strong, loving, and sober; such a spirit is with a strong will,
a loving emotion, and a sober mind—1:7:

1. The word spirit in 2 Timothy 1:7 denotes our human spirit, regenerated and
indwelt by the Holy Spirit—John 3:6; Rom. 8:16.

2.To fan into flame the gift of God is related to our regenerated spirit—2 Tim.
1:6.

3. Of power refers to our will, of love to our emotion, and of sobermindedness
to our mind—wv. 7.

I. To exercise ourselves unto godliness is to exercise our spirit to live Christ
in our daily life for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ—1
Tim. 4:7b; Eph. 2:20-22; 4:12, 16; 1 Cor. 14:4, 12.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth.

Col. 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being
richly supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows
with the growth of God.

What Paul ministered to Timothy was entirely concerning how to conduct
himself in the church in a time of degradation...Two points concerning how
to conduct ourselves in the house of God [are], first,..we must respect the
headship of Christ. Whatever we are, do, and say should be in a spirit that
respects the headship of Christ. Respecting the headship of Christ safeguards
us from many kinds of mistakes in the church life..The main problem with
Christianity today is that it disregards the headship of Christ...The second
matter...is that the entire church is the pillar and base of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15).
Not the leading ones only but every member in the church should practice to
know the truth so that we can be a pillar to bear God’s truth in this dark age.
Respecting the headship of Christ and bearing the truth are two governing
principles we must follow in order to know how to conduct ourselves in the
church life. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and
the Church Life,” p. 625)

Today’s Reading

In order to properly conduct ourselves in the house of God, the church, we
also need to take care of the healthy teaching. Second Timothy 4:3-4 says, “The
time will come when they will not tolerate the healthy teaching; but according
to their own lusts they will heap up to themselves teachers, having itching ears,
and they will turn away their ear from the truth and will be turned aside to
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myths.” The word tolerate is used to indicate enduring some kind of suffering.
To some the healthy teaching becomes something that must be tolerated...Such
ones may prefer to hear teachings that will tickle their itching ears. We need to
conduct ourselves in the church not according to our itching ears but according
to the healthy teaching.

Whether a teaching is boring or tickling does not mean anything; we
need to consider only whether or not it is a healthy teaching...The teaching
in the churches must be healthy. Heeding only healthy teaching is another
governing principle for our conduct in the church life. Paul used the terms
healthy teaching, healthy words, and healthy speech seven times in the
Epistles to Timothy and Titus (1 Tim. 1:10; 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1,
8). He knew that when the church life is in degradation, people will be bored
of the healthy teaching and will prefer to have their ears tickled...We need to
conduct ourselves not according to our opinion or our likes or dislikes but
according to the healthy teaching. We should receive and apply any teaching
that is spiritually healthy, and we need to reject any teaching that is not
healthy. The proper teaching is not a matter of our taste but a matter of what
is healthy.

In 1 Timothy 1:3-4 Paul wrote, “Even as I exhorted you, when I was going
into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might charge certain
ones not to teach different things nor to give heed to myths and unending
genealogies, which produce questionings rather than God’s economy, which is
in faith.” We should not teach anything that is different from God’s economy.
The word economy is an anglicized Greek word, denoting a dispensation, a
stewardship, or an administration to dispense something. According to the
revelation of the New Testament, God has an economy to dispense Himself in
Christ into His chosen people to produce the church, the Body of Christ. (CWWL,
1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and the Church Life,” pp.
629-630, 625-626)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian
Life and the Church Life,” ch. 8; CWWL, 1963, vol. 2, “The Living That Fulfills
God’s Eternal Purpose,” ch. 2
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:16 ...Great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the
nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

6:11 But you, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, meekness.

The word godliness is used nine times in [1 and 2 Timothy] (1 Tim. 2:2;
3:16; 4:7-8; 6:3, 5-6, 11; 2 Tim. 3:5). Also, the word godly occurs twice (1
Tim. 2:10; 2 Tim. 3:12), and the word ungodliness is used once (2:16)...Very
few Christians know that the proper definition of the term godliness is God
manifested in the flesh, or the manifestation of God in the flesh...First Timothy
3:15 says that the church is the house of the living God, the pillar and base of
the truth. Verse 16 indicates that the church is God manifested in the flesh,
or the manifestation of God in the flesh. Some may think that to say that the
church is God manifested in the flesh is heretical. Most Bible scholars do
not realize that 1 Timothy 3:16 reveals that the mystery of godliness is God
manifested in the church; they think that this verse refers only to Christ.
However, because taken up in glory is the last phrase in verse 16, it must refer
not only to Christ’s ascension but also to the church’s rapture, for Christ’s
ascension preceded His being preached among the nations. This proves that
God’s being manifested in the flesh refers not only to Christ but also to the
church, His Body. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Crucial Elements of God’s Economy,”
pp. 130-131)

Today’s Reading

If the head is something, the body must be the same thing. Christ, the Head,
is the manifestation of God in the flesh; therefore, the church, His Body, also
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must be the manifestation of God in the flesh. First Corinthians 14:24-25 says
that when the church is meeting properly, if an unbeliever enters, he will say,
“Indeed God is among you.” Whenever the church comes together properly,
God'’s presence is there—God is manifested in the flesh.

Godliness is a mystery because it is real and living yet invisible. When unbelievers
come into a church meeting, they may consider it to be quite mysterious, not
understanding why a group of people are singing, shouting, and giving testimonies
concerning their personal experiences..Many unbelievers do not understand this
mystery, but often when people come into a meeting, they realize that God is there.
The church is God manifested in the flesh, the mystery of godliness.

In brief, God’s economy is God coming into us, and godliness is God going
out of us...This traffic may be likened to an electrical current in a circuit, which
is electricity constantly coming and going. We have a divine current among us
and within us; it is the Triune God coming in and going out. God coming in is
God’s economy, and God going out is godliness.

Paul charged Timothy to remain in Ephesus with the sole purpose of
charging certain ones not to teach different things (1 Tim. 1:3). We should
always teach God’s coming in and God’s going out and nothing else...We need to
teach God’s economy.

A newly saved young sister may ask another sister concerning the proper
length of hair for a sister. The sister should answer her, “We are not saved in
order to have a certain length of hair. Hair is not our Savior. We have been
saved for Christ, and Christ today is the life-giving Spirit. He is now dispensing
Himself into our being."..Regardless of the question that is raised, we should
give only one answer—God’s economy. The Bible teaches God’s economy, which
is God’s stewardship, the dispensing of God into us. God’s economy, which
issues in godliness, should be the unique topic of our fellowship. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 3, “Crucial Elements of God’s Economy,” pp. 131-133)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Crucial Elements of God’s Economy,” ch.
5; CWWL, 1963, vol. 2, “God’s Intention concerning Christ and the Church,” ch. 4
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 2:2 ...We may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all godliness and
gravity.

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been
manifested what we will be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be
like Him because we will see Him even as He is.

First Timothy 2:2 says that we need to lead a quiet and tranquil life in all
godliness. The kind of pictures we hang in our bedroom may indicate whether
or not we care for godliness in our private life. The pictures we choose may
manifest God to others, or they may manifest something else. We can apply
the same principle to hundreds of things in our daily life...This is not merely an
outward matter. If we kneel down to pray in our bedroom while a certain kind
of picture is hanging on the wall, we may immediately have a sense to rise up
and throw it away...Because the Triune God has been dispensed into us in His
economy, we may have a sense from within that He is not happy as long as that
picture is hanging on our wall. This is godliness, not a doctrine. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 3, “Crucial Elements of God’s Economy,” pp. 133-134)

Today’s Reading

If we go to a bar, the next morning we will have difficulty praying because
the Triune God who has been dispensed into us does not agree with our going
to a bar. This is not an outward regulation but an inward reality. As children of
God, regardless of our age or status, we all have the reality of the Triune God
within us. This is godliness.

If a brother tries to speak the word of God while wearing a showy tie, he may
lose the anointing of the Spirit within, and the saints who are listening to him
may be distracted by the tie. Wearing such a tie, therefore, cannot be godliness,
God manifested in the flesh. These are not insignificant matters. My burden is
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not to give regulations concerning the kind of ties we should wear or concerning
anything else. Rather, we need to see that whatever we do, whatever we are, and
whatever we wear should give others an impression of godliness.

We should lead a life in all godliness [in] our conversations. The words out
of our mouth should give others the impression of God being manifested in the
flesh. We should not allow loose talk and gossip to come into the church life. We
must exercise our spirit to reject such talk, which does not bear any impression
of God being manifested in our flesh.

Even in the small things, we need to lead a life in all godliness. When
deciding whether or not to buy a certain pair of shoes, we should not consider
the style first. Rather, we need to consider whether God could be manifested in
this pair of shoes.

We need to lead a life in all godliness, not only in certain things, such as
coming to the meetings, singing, praising, and testifying, but everywhere and
in everything. A famous Christian minister in the late 1800s once purchased
and moved into a new house. Once he had arranged everything and decorated
the house, he invited his father to come to see his new house. After his father
had looked in every room, he said that everything was nice but that he did not
see anything indicating that the house’s owner was a child of God. What we
display in our home should strongly impress others with godliness. Godliness
is not merely an outward matter. The word manifested in 1 Timothy 3:16
indicates that godliness is an inward life with an outward expression. In
order for God to be manifested in the flesh, godliness needs to be expressed
in our whole living. Whatever we say, express, do, and wear should give an
impression of God being manifested in us. If we practice to lead a life in all
godliness, we will not go to certain places or attend certain events. Godliness
would not allow us to touch unclean things; rather, godliness will separate
us from all ungodly things. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “Crucial Elements of God’s
Economy,” pp. 134-135)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 8; Life-study of Titus, msg. 1;
CWWL, 1977, vol. 2, “The Two Great Mysteries in God’s Economy,” ch. 5
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 4:7-8 ...Exercise yourself unto godliness. For bodily exercise is
profitable for a little, but godliness is profitable for all things, having
promise of the present life and of that which is to come.

The way to conduct ourselves in the church life is to exercise ourselves
unto godliness. We should not do anything that is not a proper testimony of
godliness to others. We do not need to consider whether or not something is
legal or right but whether it is an expression of godliness, God manifested in
the flesh. Some brothers may go to bars to drink beer. They may tell the other
saints that they have been liberated from all bondage and that in the church
life there should be no legalities...All the saints should reply, “No, in the church
life we do not accept this kind of speaking.” We must be discerning and strong,
not to cause division but to keep the church in the right lane to manifest our
God. Our living should be godly, not loose. We should all bring this matter to
the Lord. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and the
Church Life,” p. 628)

Today’s Reading

God’s economy is His household administration, His plan, to dispense
Himself into us. His dispensing produces a life of godliness. Actually, godliness
is the issue of the divine dispensing. Such a godly life issuing from God’s
dispensing depends upon the exercise of our spirit...A godly life comes out of
God’s dispensing, but God is not dispensing Himself into lifeless vessels...In
the [pharmacy], drugs are dispensed into lifeless bottles, and because they
are lifeless, their cooperation is not required. God, however, is dispensing
Himself into us, the living vessels, who already have our own taste, choice,
preference, feeling, thinking, mentality, will, etc. If we do not exercise our
spirit strongly to cooperate with the Lord, God cannot dispense Himself into
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us. Our spirit is not only the receiving organ, the retaining organ, but also
the opening for God’s dispensing. When our spirit opens wide, our whole
being opens. Then God has a way to impart Himself into us. God’s dispensing
depends upon our coordination, and our coordination is the exercise of our
spirit.

This is why we have to pray. Just as walking exercises our feet and legs, only
prayer exercises our spirit. When we pray, we should not be concerned so much
for material things and for our personal affairs as the goal. We should pray
in the spirit in order to touch God, to contact God, and to worship God. This
kind of prayer exercises our spirit and opens our spirit, and in our spirit we
meet God. Then the divine dispensing immediately flows into our spirit. Today
our Christian life is a life of godliness, which comes out of God’s dispensing of
Himself into us. This depends upon our spirit being fully exercised. (CWWL,
1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” p. 599)

If you rise up in the morning without saying anything, you may pray in
a routine way without really touching the Lord. This is because there is no
exercise of your spirit. We have to build up a habit of saying, “O Lord.” When we
say, “O Lord,” we touch the Lord. This is the habit of exercising our spirit. In a
hard situation...we should force ourselves to say, “O Lord Jesus!”..The Olympic
athletes...force themselves to exercise. If we Christians want to be strong and
want to grow in the Lord, we must force ourselves to use our spirit.

Let us suppose that a problem comes into your family life...If you do not
exercise your spirit at that time, your entire soul with your mind, will, and
emotion will become prevailing. Then the soul will overcome and subdue you,
conquering your spirit. This can even cause you to lose your temper in a bad
way. Therefore, whenever you are in a hard situation, you have to force yourself
to exercise your spirit. To force yourself to exercise, or to use, your spirit makes
you a different person. To exercise ourselves unto godliness is to exercise our
spirit to live Christ in our daily life. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our
Spirit,” pp. 181-182)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” Isns. 17-18; CWWL,
1978, vol. 3, “Truth Messages,” ch. 1, CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” ch. 5
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the
spirit is life and peace.

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit
and of joints and marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.

The mind is the great part of the soul, and the soul is in between our
outward flesh and our inward spirit...We must learn to set our mind on the
spirit. Our mind is very “talkative.”...If we do not control our mind, we can
wander in our imagination all over the globe within a short time...This is why
we must direct our mind to the spirit. When we do this, we will sing to the
Lord, praise the Lord, or speak forth the Lord.

It is easy for a husband and a wife to commit sins because when they are
with each other, they do not set their mind on the spirit. Before other people,
they will be restricted in what they say. But when they are together, they may
feel free to gossip about others or speak negatively about the church...We have
to learn to fan our spirit into flame and to control our mind. Do not let the
mind be set on the flesh, but direct it to be set on the spirit. This habit has to
be built up in us. To set our mind on the flesh is death. To set our mind on the
spirit is life and peace. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” pp.
185-186)

Today’s Reading

In Hebrews 4:12 the word discern is used. It says that the word of God
can divide our soul from our spirit and is able to discern the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. Quite often our thoughts are deceiving. But if we
exercise our spirit, there is a discernment that our thoughts are evil, because
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behind our thoughts there is an evil intention. To discern the thoughts and
intents of the heart equals the dividing of the soul from the spirit..The enemy’s
strategy is always to mix our spirit up with our soul..Whenever such mixing
is there, the spirit loses and the soul wins. Before a brother begins to talk to
his wife about another brother, he has to consider, “Is this of my spirit or of my
soul?” If it is of his soul, what he says will be either gossip or criticism. If it is
of his spirit, what he says will be something led by the Lord. This shows that
we have to discern our spirit from our soul. We, the ones who are seeking after
Christ, must learn to fan our spirit into flame, to set our mind on the spirit, and
also to discern our spirit from our soul.

We should always follow our spirit and walk in all things according to our
spirit. This is according to Romans 8:4. We should always be on the alert to
discern anything that is not of the spirit but of the soul. Then we will remain in
the spirit all the time. This is to exercise, to use, to employ, our spirit. Of course,
it is easy to know what is of the flesh and what is of the spirit; but quite often
it is a very mixed-up situation between what is of the soul and what is of the
spirit. This is why we have to discern.

If we are going to walk according to our spirit, we must learn not to do
things too fast or to say things too quickly...I have had this experience in writing
answers to letters. Sometimes [ will write a letter and then keep it for another
day before I mail it. The next day a new thought might come to me to include
in that letter, or I may realize that I said something wrong. To wait in this way
helps us to walk according to our spirit.

The battle in the Christian life is always there. Even within us there is a
battle between the spirit and the flesh and even more between the spirit and
the soul...We should...always discern what is of the spirit and what is of the
soul. If something is not of the spirit, we do not want to say it or do it. This is to
use, to exercise, our spirit. (CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” pp.
186-187)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 1, “Exercising Our Spirit to Practice the
Body Life,” ch. 3; The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 363
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 1:6-7 For which cause | remind you to fan into flame the gift
of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God
has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love and of
sobermindedness.

Refusing the profane and old-womanish myths, we should exercise
unto godliness. Such exercise is like gymnastics. The words unto godliness
mean “with a view to godliness.” Godliness is Christ lived out of us to be the
manifestation of God. Today this very Christ is the Spirit dwelling in our spirit
(2 Cor. 3:17; Rom. 8:9-10; 2 Tim. 4:22). Hence, to exercise ourselves unto
godliness is to exercise our spirit to live Christ in our daily life.

In 1 Timothy 4:7 Paul uses a Greek term referring to gymnastic exercise
with respect to exercise unto godliness. We know from 3:16 that the mystery of
godliness, God manifest in the flesh, is great. By our spirit with the indwelling
Spirit, we must exercise ourselves unto this goal, unto the expression of God.
It is of crucial importance that we exercise unto godliness. Inwardly, we need
nourishment, and outwardly, we should have godliness. From within we
should be nourished with Christ, and then we should have a living that is the
expression of God. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, pp. 73-74)

Today’s Reading

If you want to fan your spirit into flame, you need to open up your mouth,
open up your heart, and open up your spirit. Paul wrote 2 Timothy 1:6-7
according to his experience. He reminded Timothy to fan into flame the gift of
God within him. Then he said that God has not given us a spirit of cowardice.
Instead, God has given us a spirit in the center of our being surrounded by the
three parts of the soul—the will, the emotion, and the mind. The spirit given
to us by God is of power, of love, and of sobermindedness. Power belongs to
our will. Love belongs to our emotion. Sobermindedness belongs to our mind.
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God has given us a spirit of these three things. Our will should be strong, full
of power; our emotion should be loving, full of love; and our mind should be
sober, full of sobermindedness.

According to the divine revelation, God does not give us a spirit of cowardice
but a spirit of power. That means our spirit is connected to our will, which is
powerful. So whenever we exercise our spirit, we have to realize that our will is
involved. Our spirit is surrounded not only by the powerful will but also by the
loving emotion and by the sober mind. That means that our mind should not be
cloudy or foggy but very clear, very sober.

Paul had the revelation of this and also the experience...Verses 6 and 7...show
us that we saved ones have the capital to live the Christian life and the church
life. This capital is the God-given spirit. This God-given spirit, according to God’s
ordination, is surrounded by the power of our will, by the love of our emotion,
and by the sobermindedness of our mind. These three helpers are surrounding
our spirit...to uplift us and help us.

We have to exercise such a God-given spirit..Without God creating two legs
for you, how could you run?...In like manner, if God did not give us a spirit, we
would not have the capital to run the Christian race. But today we have a great
account, a great deposit in the bank. We have a God-given spirit. As long as we
have the God-given spirit, we have power, love, and sobermindedness with a
clear sky.

We should always believe and declare and claim that we are strong. We are
full of love. We can love our enemies. We are well able to love everyone. We
are very clear. Our sky is crystal clear. We have to believe because we have this
capital. This is our capacity. We should claim and declare, “I am strong! [ am
loving! [ am clear!” We are blessed if we say this. This is the way to exercise our
spirit. This is to fan our spirit into flame. Then we will pray. The more we pray,
the more we are fanning, and the more burning there will be within us. (CWWL,
1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” pp. 183-185)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” ch. 8; CWWL,
1966, vol. 2, “The Divine Spirit with the Human Spirit in the Epistles,” ch. 10
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

O glorious Christ, Savior mine
Experience of Christ — As Life
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5. In spirit while gazing on Thee,
As a glass reflecting Thy glory,
Like to Thyself transformed I'll be,
That Thou might be expressed thru me.

2. The fulness of God dwells in Thee;
Thou dost manifest God’s glory;
In flesh Thou hast redemption wrought;
As Spirit, oneness with me sought.

3. All things of the Father are Thine; 6. In no other way could we be
All Thou art in Spirit is mine; Sanctified and share Thy vict'ry;
The Spirit makes Thee real to me, Thus only spiritual we’ll be
That Thou experienced might be. And touch the life of glory.

4. The Spirit of life causes Thee 7. Thy Spirit will me saturate
By Thy Word to transfer to me. Every part will God permeate,
Thy Spirit touched, Thy word received, Deliv’ring me from the old man,
Thy life in me is thus conceived. With all saints building for His plan.
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% 5<iR Week Six

BB 4T3 E A Good Minister of Christ
FFEL 665 Hymns: 922
FA AW 6~8, 15~16, £ =1~4, % Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 4:6-8, 15-16; Ezek. 3:1-4; 1 Cor. 1:10;
A—10, BT A6, HW 11 Rom. 15:6; S.S. 4:11
[:B—] § Day 1
T RAWENHR, [HFErFEE S 1 First Timothy 4:6 says, "If you lay these things before the
11, ﬁim%’%"%@ﬁéﬁ%*}c$ EAE ;% brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, being
I AR AP R R R EEHANNE L nourished with the words of the faith and of the good
TR : teaching which you have closely followed":
— ABWEHETRALBTREA, HRELAEIHEA A Agood minister of Christ is one who serves people with Christ, ministering
MR E, A0, ARWEREI—EREHIA Christ as Savior, life, life supply, and every positive thing to people.

Z HMEESEREABLNA, KM AT LA%F B.If we would minister Christ to others, we ourselves must be nourished;
ek, AEOFHEREERLTHAMALE a good minister of Christ does not merely teach others about Christ but
MWE DANABTHEIRMEGELSS—K ministers Christ into others as food—Matt. 4:4; Jer. 15:16; Ezek. 3:1-4;
W4, H+Ra16, £=1~4, #5557, 63, John 6:57, 63.

Z AMEE2EERFFEINEA, EMHE %% C We need to lay before the saints the things with which we have been
RO FEARBRE RN, KRME M LA S ﬁfr nourished by the Lord through the ministry; we need to present the saints

& mMAE L %_*J G A R MRS T A, with the riches, the groceries, the Lord has shown us from the Word; let
AT haftcn, RENSEABRENA ﬁ{’ us first be nourished ourselves and then minister this nourishment to all
a1 Koo the people of God.

[E_] § Day 2
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D.We need to minister the riches of Christ as spiritual food to others that
they may be nourished and grow in life; the word of God is likened to milk
and solid food, which are for nourishment—Heb. 5:12-14; 1 Cor. 2:2; 1
Pet. 2:2:

1. The words of the faith are the words of the full gospel concerning God's New
Testament economy.

2. The words of the good teaching are the sweet words that contain and convey
the riches of Christ to nourish, edify, and strengthen His believers.

E.As members of the one Body of Christ, we should aspire to be good
ministers of Christ who "speak the same thing" (1 Cor. 1:10) "with one
accord" and "with one mouth" (Rom. 15:6):

1."We have to learn the high peaks of God's present revelation and learn
to speak these things...I would encourage all of us to pick up this high
commission: to go out with...God's up-to-date vision to move with God for
His high peaks of the divine revelation that will consummate His eternal
economy"—The Triune God's Revelation and His Move, p. 98.

2. The saints who have been raised up by the Lord's up-to-date ministry have
a taste for this ministry, and this taste is the controlling factor in the Lord's
recovery; those who have been raised up by this ministry will reject a taste
that is contrary to it; this means that if you speak something contrary to
the taste of the Lord's recovery, your speaking will be rejected, and you will
suffer loss—cf. Psa. 34:8; 1 Pet. 2:3.

§ Day 3

II. A good minister of Christ sacrifices himself and puts himself aside
in order to keep the absoluteness of the truth; the truth cannot be
entrusted to a person who walks according to his feelings; a man
must stand on the side of the truth to oppose himself:

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Week 6 Outline - Page 2
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A.The condition of an individual has nothing to do with God's truth; what
you are personally cannot affect what God's truth is, because the truth is
like an immovable pillar—1 Tim. 3:15.

B.Some people lower down the truth a little when they are wrong, and they
lift up the truth a little when they are right; this means that they are like
elevators, and the truth goes up and down with them; only those who
have dealt with themselves are able to maintain the truth.

C. If we can take the truth as the unique standard, and we have the courage
to admit that we are wrong, new light will come to us; if we do not
sacrifice the light, the light will uplift us; blessed are those who can go
along with the truth.

D.On the one hand, a man cannot preach the truth unless he has the experience;
on the other hand, a person has to know that the truth has nothing to do with
him; if a man is brought to a point that he can no longer withstand God's
word, if he does not sacrifice the word, and if he finds the word condemning
him, he will receive the light; this is the secret to receiving revelation.

III. A good minister of Christ, as a good steward of the varied
grace of God, speaks oracles of God for the glorification of
God, the expression of God (1 Pet. 4:10-11; Eph. 1:6); he
does not seek his own glory to express himself (1 Thes. 2:6;
John 5:41, 44) but continually exercises his spirit to reject
the self, not preaching himself but exalting Christ as Lord
and considering himself as a slave to serve the believers (2
Cor. 4:5; Lev. 14:9 and footnote 1; 1 Cor. 10:31; Isa. 43:7).

§ Day 4

IV. A good minister of Christ ministers life and serves the saints
according to the principle of the tree of life, not the principle
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of the tree of right and wrong (Gen. 2:9; John 10:10b; 1 Cor.
15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:6; 4:10-12; 1 John 5:12, 16a); in his ministry he
keeps the following principle and rule of conduct according to
Paul's pattern in facing the problems in the church in Corinth—
"We should concentrate on Him [Christ], not on any persons,
things, or matters other than Him. We should focus on Him
as our unique center appointed by God, that all the problems
among the believers may be solved" (footnote 2 on 1 Cor. 1:9).

V. A good minister of Christ helps the saints to think the "one
thing": the one thing in Philippians refers to the subjective
knowledge, experience, and enjoyment of Christ; the one
thing is the pursuing of Christ to gain Him, lay hold of Him,
and possess Him—1:20-21; 2:2, 5; 3:7-14; 4:13.

VL. A good minister of Christ is like the Lord's loving seeker

ZExEFRE— TR, HhOEFA
THE:; ROETHEAN] —4H=8:

— B, BAEAGFRARAOA (GF——NI
103) ; MBEAARKEGA (KAT=2)
ZREINFRFEFTAZGHMAE LGN,
SO E mACE T 2L SR B TR,
WERTBBOLERGEE, Fhehi
ETTUREEEEZHOA—F—— 11,
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described in Song of Songs 4:11—"Your lips drip fresh honey,
my bride; / Honey and milk are under your tongue"—cf. Exo. 3:8:

A.Honey is sweet, and it restores the weak and stricken ones (Psa. 119:103);
milk feeds the immature ones (1 Pet. 2:2).

B. The sweetness of honey and the nourishing milk under the tongue of the
Lord's loving seeker indicate that she has stored up the riches of the Lord
as her spiritual food; she has stored so many riches within her that food
seems to be under her tongue, and she can dispense this food to the needy
ones at any time—Psa. 119:11; Col. 3:16.

C. Her indwelling treasure of the Lord's sweet and nourishing words is not
produced overnight; it comes from a long period of gathering, inward
activity, and careful storage; this is the unique possession of one who is
taught by God with the healthy words of the healthy teaching of God's
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[BA] § Day 5
RYTHEMFHENGET, AR NFE é’] VIL.The revelations that the prophets received were the burdens
Bl ARG, HAAFZNRE, that they received; without burden, there is no ministry

AwzREEZE—H—1, =21, += 1, of the word, no prophesying, for the building up of the
+x1, 2+=1, B, kx4, AT church—Isa. 1:1; 2:1; 13:1; 15:1; Zech. 12:1; Mal. 1:1; Acts 6:4;

+wW4 T 1 Cor. 14:4b:
— K AR B NETERLA, RMEETA A Our burden is to release God's revelation to man, and God's revelation is
Fo B AV P 4 BAVE T 093 AR — = 11 ~ 16, released through the words of revelation that God gives to us—2:11-16.
= &ﬂ’i}]ﬁﬁ%%‘? #EE, AR L EIEHFNAR, B.When we minister the word of God, our concern must be whether we

S EBRAAMEGRE; —i—%}‘ﬁ‘%’é HiFE, Ik have God's speaking, not the topic of our speaking; in order to have God's
3-57 EEOALARAL—H T, FAN13~ speaking, the one who ministers the word must have a burden—Mal. 2:7;
14, 4 5 26~ 27, S.S.8:13-14; Eph. 5:26-27.

= ﬂl‘%ﬁ EREOA, LATAALEMBAE  C Those who minister the word must bear people's condition before
K, BREAGH T, Bgw 2L FiE— God, sense their condition, and know what God wants to speak—Exo.
BN\ 29 ~ 30, 28:29-30.

W OEFEENREL R ké’] SR A AR M E4E  D.The greatest problem in the ministry of the word is not having a burden
TR, AR A, LB, from the Lord; without a burden, all our activity will be dead and
AR R HAEST ﬂi«% 0, TEMRZEY: ineffective; with a burden, we will be living and flourishing:

| BEEEERMZEMNE  SFAE > 2aeR/) - 1.Having a burden deals with us the most; if there is a burden, the self
T ZZEAf - REAE SRR M EEANT o3 decreases and is dealt with, because there are things that our burden will
1 » BEBERMMEZEN » RHEERNEE - not allow us to do, and there are areas that will require our being dealt with

before we can release our burden.

D RMEREETEEMASTERESSE  BEN 2.1f we serve according to obligation instead of serving with a burden, such

BEARGURMAETAFEE—IE= 14 #HH25 - service will cause us to lose the Lord's presence—Mal. 3:14; Deut. 4:25.
3 EEFHERMNERESEREEE > HRMINEERE 3. Whenever our service becomes a matter of fulfilling an obligation, our service
IER T - has already degraded.
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§ Day 6

VIIL. In order to be a good minister of Christ, we must aspire to
have the following organic characteristics:

A.We must love the Lord to the uttermost to be filled with Him and overflow
Him into others with the resurrected Christ as our authority—Psa. 18:1;
91:14; 97:10; 116:1-2; 119:140; John 21:15-17; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 John
4:16,19; Num. 17:1-10; Matt. 19:26.

B.We must maintain our victory in Christ by having a revived living and a
labor in shepherding—Rev. 3:18-22; Hosea 6:1-3; Rom. 6:4; 7:6; 1 Pet.
2:25;5:1-4.

C. We must abide in the fellowship with the Lord daily and hourly—1 Cor.
1:9; 2 Cor. 13:14.

D.We must be praying persons—Col. 4:2; Gen. 4:26; Lam. 3:55-56; Rom.
10:12-13.

E. We must enjoy the Lord in the Word early in the morning to have a new
start of each day—Psa. 119:147-148.

F. We must walk by and according to our spirit, which is mingled with the
divine Spirit—Gal. 5:16, 25; Rom. 8:4, 16; 1 Cor. 6:17.

G.We must live Christ for His magnification by the bountiful supply of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ—Phil. 1:19.

H.We must build up a habit of speaking Christ to all kinds of people daily in
season and out of season—Acts 5:42; 8:4; 2 Tim. 4:2.

. We must be ones who deal with our sins thoroughly—1 John 1:7, 9; Psa.
51:1-9,17.

J. We must be filled with the essential Spirit inwardly and with the
economical Spirit outwardly—Acts 13:52; Eph. 5:18; Acts 4:31, 8; 13:9.
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K.We must accumulate the experiences of Christ (Phil. 3:8-10, 12-14) and
keep a rich storage of the Lord's word (Col. 3:16; Psa. 119:11, 15; John
8:31; 15:7; 1 John 2:14).

IX. Whenever we minister God's word, the primary thing is for
us to exercise our spirit; a good minister of Christ builds up
a habit of exercising his spirit unto godliness to live Christ
in his daily life—1 Tim. 4:6-8, 15-16; 2 Tim. 1:6-7; Rom. 1:9;
7:6;12:11; John 4:23-24:

A.We saved ones have the capital to live the Christian life and the church
life; this capital is our God-given spirit—2 Tim. 1:6-7; 4:22.

B. Godliness, a living that is the expression of God, is the issue of the divine
dispensing for the divine economy, and this dispensing depends on the
exercise of our spirit to live Christ in our daily life for the corporate
manifestation of God in the church life—1 Tim. 1:3-4; 3:15-16; 4:7-8; 2
Tim. 1:6-7; Hymns, #493, stanza 5.

C. The word exercise implies forcing; if we Christians want to be strong and
want to grow in the Lord, we must force ourselves to use our spirit until
we build up a strong habit of exercising our spirit—1 Tim. 4:7.

D.We must exercise our spirit to employ and enjoy the entire blessed Trinity
by praying in the Holy Spirit, keeping ourselves in the love of God, and
awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ in the day of His victorious
appearing so that we may become the totality of the eternal life, the New
Jerusalem—Jude 19-21.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 4:6 If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good
minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and
of the good teaching which you have closely followed.

2 Tim. 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me..., these
commit to faithful men, who will be competent to teach others also.

A minister of Christ is one who serves others with Christ, ministering Christ
as Savior, life, life supply, and every positive thing to people. He differs from
the teacher of the law and of other things (1 Tim. 1:7, 3)...Although it is true
that a minister of Christ belongs to Christ, the main thought in 4:6 is that he
serves others with Christ, ministering Christ to them. Not only does he belong
to Christ, but he serves Christ to others. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second
edition, p. 69)

Today’s Reading

Paul says, “If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good
minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith and of the
good teaching which you have closely followed” (1 Tim. 4:6). By these things
Paul means that all he has covered thus far in this Epistle. Just as a steward
lays different courses of food before guests at a dinner, so a good minister of
Christ should lay “these things” before the believers. Furthermore, Paul’s use
of the term being nourished indicates that his concept is that of supplying
life to others...If we would minister Christ to others, we ourselves must first
be nourished. Being nourished with Christ, we will have Christ as food, as life
supply, to minister to others. The words being nourished give us the ground to
say that a good minister of Christ does not merely teach others about Christ but
ministers Christ into others as food. Others should be able to testify of us that
we have nourished them with Christ.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 6 - Page 1



ERBEANELEABES LM, e XA
HEEYEE FRGEE. LA SEN, Tk, LEE
LERAZFMRE. REAMBHEKELERES L
o A REAMEE R ERNFER, £EHFR
ERBENE EREEE, WAFELEEE S LM,
wIEHEARE, BEEEREMEZY! AW,
HPIEmERE, MEZELE - BLTRWENE, 3
ERTRNEINERS. REAEREHE - LR
REFMBETFNE, R, MERFRALRE T E
I E, AR LM,

KA - REREIHTHECHERM. -
—EH T EEERERNAEREFHAECRNTAEHNE
EAEEREM EAfnefasamgE. K
RpZ (Ree) ez ik MWBEEEE, 7
HEE, - (L) BERMBOFFERMEIND
EEREMEAL (RER) .

HERALIZETWMALERRK. RMXNEAEZT ALY
et ffifdr. RMMFEEEENFHE, U
SEMEMM. ZERMECEREER, REFEE
EHREFA M TR, - KMERA, FEEEZR
EHEERRERA, EEEGNE, BEEIHET
F, MEmANE, RMAEREEH®RENA, BT
A FERMTPEEZ A GaE LEEEE,

REE B2 A0 W0 FE S H R AR B T 5 7 ey 5s,
Wwe-EXFIWFE L, BTEE] . FHHOERE
T mfylmz teme e, e BFAM
Ry ORE, REHBEMULAET. UFFTE. B
SE MRETE. AMFELAERESTRMNE
Rz, tEw&mnst, sFa8E. (R
FERUEEGHEL, \NHENLE, )

S REANTEGHESL, FN\RE.

O =FtHABKEEREERETIIFK-FE 6 B RAMES -2 H

Before Timothy could lay these things before others, he first had to feed
on them himself. He had to digest them, assimilate them, and allow them to
saturate his inner being. Then he would be able to lay them before the brothers.
Today we should follow Timothy’s example and lay before the saints the things
with which we have been nourished by the Lord through the ministry. How
wonderful the church life would be if we all did this! However, if we turn from
the ministry and seek to produce something different, we may give place to
different teachings. It was not Timothy’s intention to teach anything different
from what Paul taught. Rather, he would lay before the brothers what he had
received from Paul.

My burden...is to produce groceries for the local churches...If the leading
ones in a local church lay before the saints the riches contained in the Life-
studies, the saints will be abundantly nourished. I simply long that [the
churches] feed on the spiritual riches the Lord has given us...[and] present
[the saints] the riches, the groceries, that the Lord has shown us from the
Word.

Many who truly love the Lord are starving. We must take up the burden
to supply them with food. We all need to be good ministers of Christ, serving
others with His riches. Let us first be nourished ourselves and then minister this
nourishment to all the people of God. We would emphasize that being nourished
is for the growth in life. This is a matter of life, and it differs from merely being
taught, which is a matter of knowledge. To minister Christ to others requires
that we ourselves first be nourished with the words of life concerning Christ.

In verse 6 Paul specifically speaks of “being nourished with the words of
the faith and of the good teaching.” The words of the faith are the words of
the full gospel concerning God’s New Testament economy...If you want to see
the focal point of God’s economy, study the books of Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, and Colossians. We need to be nourished with the words of the
faith, God’s economy, found in these books. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second
edition, pp. 69-72)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 8
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Heb. 5:12-14 ...Because of the time you ought to be teachers, [but] you have
need again for someone to teach you what the rudiments of the beginning of
the oracles of God are and have become those who have need of milk and not
of solid food. For everyone who partakes of milk is inexperienced in the word
of righteousness, for he is an infant; but solid food is for the full-grown...

According to 1 Timothy 4:6, we should also be nourished with the good
teaching which we have closely followed. The words of the good teaching are
the sweet words that contain and convey the riches of Christ to nourish, edify,
and strengthen His believers. Actually, the words of the faith and the words
of the good teaching refer to the same thing. If we would teach others, we
ourselves must first follow these words closely. Following them closely and
being nourished with them, we will then be able to feed others. For example,
if a mother does not know how to nourish herself properly, she will not know
how to feed healthy food to her children. Through her own experience of being
nourished, she will know what food is best for her children. This illustrates the
fact that as good ministers of Christ, we must first be nourished ourselves with
the words of the faith and of the good teaching which we have closely followed,
and then we will be able to nourish others. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second
edition, pp. 72-73)

Today’s Reading

We need to be of the same mind toward one another according to Christ
Jesus so that with one accord we may glorify God in receiving the believers to
live the church life (Rom. 15:5-7). Whenever we are in one accord, we speak the
same thing; we speak with one mouth. The only way to be with one accord and
with one mouth is to allow Christ the room to be everything in our heart and
in our mouth so that God may be glorified. We have said that God is the New
Jerusalem. When we glorify God, we take Him as the New Jerusalem and give all
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the glory to Him. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Experience of God’s Organic
Salvation Equaling Reigning in Christ’s Life,” p. 509)

Many seeking Christians, dear brothers, in the denominations are seeking
something higher, deeper, and richer than what they have heard and possess.
They are tired of shallow things. If we tell them the high-peak truths, they will
wake up. At first, they may oppose, but gradually they will find the truth. Then
what shall we do? We have to learn the high peaks of God’s present revelation
and learn to speak these things. We have to go, and we have to speak. [ believe
that the high peaks of today’s revelation will become the hottest market among
today’s Christians.

[ would encourage all of us to pick up this high commission: to go out with
the high peaks of the divine revelation and with God’s up-to-date vision to
move with God for His high peaks of the divine revelation that will consummate
His eternal economy. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 3, “The Triune God’s Revelation
and His Move,” p. 151)

Just as people have different tastes in food, so the Lord’s recovery also
has a taste for the ministry that has built up the recovery over the years. The
recovery was raised up with a certain taste. Those who have been raised with
this taste will reject a taste that is contrary to it. This means that if you speak
something contrary to the taste of the Lord’s recovery, your speaking will be
rejected, and you will be the first to suffer loss. We have seen a number of
examples of this in the past.

If you are wise, you will know the taste of those to whom you are speaking.
All the churches in the recovery were raised up through the ministry, and the
saints have been “eating” this ministry for years and have a taste for it...You will
have trouble if you expect the saints to “eat” something against the taste in the
Lord’s recovery. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 2, “Elders’ Training, Book 3: The Way to
Carry Out the Vision,” pp. 344-345)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “How to Enjoy God and How to
Practice the Enjoyment of God,” ch. 2
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth.

John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

In learning to take care of God’s work, one basic lesson is to be absolute
for the truth. No truth in the Bible should be entangled with man’s condition.
Today man is not absolute toward the truth because he entangles the truth
with his own condition. When man entangles the truth with his own condition,
he feels that he cannot speak the truth if he has not experienced it. Yet we have
to realize that it is not our experience that qualifies us to speak concerning a
truth. Truth is absolute in itself. David said that all men speak falsehood (Psa.
12:2). When he spoke this word, he was not considering himself...Because the
truth is absolute, we have to sacrifice ourselves and put ourselves aside.

We have to realize that the condition of an individual has nothing to do with
God’s truth. If truth is affected by man, the truth is no longer the truth. If the

truth is not something absolute for you, you do not know God, and you do not
know God’s word. (CWWN, vol. 57, pp. 133-134)

Today’s Reading

What I am personally cannot affect what God’s truth is...So many problems
in the world and so many disputes in teachings arise because of changes in
human factors, not because of a change in the truth itself.

What does it mean to say that the truth is absolute? First Timothy speaks
of the pillar of the truth (3:15). Why does it say the pillar of the truth? It is
because a pillar is something immovable. It cannot go up or down. It is not like
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a chair that can be moved from one place to another. If we are not sober, the
truth will not have any effect on us. The truth cannot be entrusted to a person
who walks according to his feelings. This is a great test. A man must stand on
the side of the truth to oppose himself. Only by this can he maintain the truth
instead of himself. Those who have never been dealt with do not know what
the truth is. Some people lower the truth a little when they are wrong, and lift
up the truth a little when they are right. This means that they are like elevators.
The truth goes up and down with them. Only those who have dealt with
themselves are able to maintain the truth.

The reason for so much darkness today is that man sacrifices the truth and
forces the truth to yield to him. If you can take the truth as the unique standard
and if you have the courage to say that since the Lord has done such and such a
thing, you admit that you are wrong, new light will come, and a new way will be
opened to you...If you do not sacrifice the light, the light will uplift you. Blessed
are those who can go along with the truth. Only those who judge themselves
have the hope of going on. Those who cannot go along with the truth, but
instead lower the standard of the truth, will forever live in darkness. Light will
have no way to shine on them.

On the one hand, a man cannot preach the truth unless he has the
experience. But on the other hand, a person has to know that the truth has
nothing to do with him. If a man is brought to a point that he can no longer
withstand God’s word and he finds God’s word condemning him, he will receive
the light. This is the basis of revelation; it is the secret to receiving revelation.
Throughout history no one who has received God’s light sacrificed God’s word.
If we are not up to the standard of God’s word, we have to catch up, and we
have to go along with God’s word. If we cannot catch up, we can only say that
we have sinned. If we do this, the way ahead will be clear, and we will have
more and more light. Otherwise, our reading and preaching of the truth will
become vain talk and vain preaching. (CWWN, vol. 57, pp. 134-136)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 57, ch. 12; CWWN, vol. 52, “The Character of
the Lord’s Worker;” ch. 8
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have
right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates into the city.

Ezek. 37:10 So | prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into
them; and they lived and stood up upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.

S. S. 4:11 Your lips drip fresh honey, my bride; honey and milk are under
your tongue...

A prophet breathes God, lives in God, and is joined to God. A prophet serves
as God’s spokesman and God’s expression; hence, his words are God’s words. A
prophet’s ministry and his words are to call people to enjoy God...A person who
ministers as a prophet enjoys the tree of life so that he can call others and lead
others to also enjoy the tree of life...All the Epistles in the New Testament were
written according to this principle. The writers...were joined to God, filled with
God, and lived in God. They breathed God, so they became His expression and
His spokesmen; their words were God’s words. The message, the ministry, of
every Epistle is to lead people into enjoying God in Christ as their life. (CWWL,
1958, vol. 1, “The Vision of the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil,” pp. 614-615)

Today’s Reading

God wants to be mingled with man to become man’s element and to be
everything to man. This does not mean that we do not understand other topics
but that they have become tasteless. The tree of life has become our yardstick
for measuring every message. Any message that is apart from God coming to
be man'’s life...is a wind of teaching [cf. Eph. 4:14]. Messages that...lead others
to live in Christ and to enjoy Him as their life...are called messages of life...[and]
give people the supply of life.
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Persons who genuinely minister as prophets, that is, who enjoy the tree of
life, live in God, and allow God to fill them, will become an expression of God
and will speak for God. They will bring others to enjoy God as their life because
they give messages of life. A person who desires to genuinely minister as a
prophet must be delivered from the tree of knowledge and live in the tree of
life. (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “The Vision of the Tree of Life and the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil,” pp. 615-616)

No human or natural smell can be compared to the fragrance that
emanates from the maiden [S. S. 4:11]. This naturally makes her lips drop
as the honeycomb. Honey is sweet, and it restores the stricken ones. But
this sweetness is not produced overnight. It comes from a long period of
gathering, inward activity, and careful storage. This is the unique possession
of one who is taught by God. From the mouth of the maiden issue forth
sweet and refreshing words, not gossip, jokes, or rash words. Her words
are not outbursts of torrents, but drops of honey from the honeycomb. This
is the slowest kind of dripping. Some people have the urge to speak; their
words are like the babbling of brooks. Even when they speak about spiritual
things, the way they speak shows that they have not passed through the
deeper work of grace. In this verse we can notice not only her lips slowly
dropping sweet honey, but the things that are stored within her. “Honey
and milk are under thy tongue.” The top of the tongue is where man takes in
food, whereas under the tongue is where man stores food. This means that
she has stored up these things; there are riches within her. She has more
than enough food. Honey restores the weak ones, whereas milk feeds the
immature ones. She has stored so many riches within her that food seems
to be under her tongue, and she can dispense to the needy ones at any time.
However, she does not reveal all that she has. She is not like many people
who exhibit on the outside all that they have inside. Honey and milk are
under her tongue; they are not on her lips. (CWWN, vol. 23, “The Song of
Songs,” pp. 71-72)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 56, “Two Principles of Living,” pp. 418-
433; CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “The Vision of the Tree of Life and the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil,” chs. 2, 4-5
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Isa. 13:1 The burden concerning Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Amoz
saw.

Zech. 12:1 The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel...

Revelation and light come first. This is the starting point...Yet revelation and light
alone do not constitute the ministry of the word. One must be renewed in his mind
and understanding. When God shines again, he will then be clear about the content
of the revelation. We cannot convey a hazy and foggy revelation. At a minimum the
revelation has to be clear in our mind before we can tell others about it..Yet even if
our mind is clear, we still may not be a minister of the word because we still do not
have the proper words. Others can only hear our words; they cannot hear our mind.
If we do not have the appropriate words, we may speak for hours on the platform
without conveying what we know. This is why we have to have words from God.

What then is a burden? First, a burden is the light we receive in the spirit, the
thoughts that capture the light, and finally the inner words that supplement the
light and thoughts. The last step of the burden is the release of the inner word. The
combination of these three things makes up the burden of the prophets. Burden is
light plus thoughts plus the inner words. Our burden is to release God’s revelation
to man, and God’s revelation is released through the words of revelation that we
have received. (CWWN, vol. 53, “The Ministry of God’s Word,” pp. 194-195, 197)

Today’s Reading

The greatest problem in...the ministry of the word is not having a burden
or, we can say, not receiving a burden or not paying attention to a burden.
It is possible for elders to administrate the church without a burden. Those
who minister the word may also do so without a burden...It is not a matter of
how well we speak, the logistics of our presentation, or whether the saints
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are touched; rather, it is a matter of what will be produced in the saints. If
some are not yet saved, we should receive a burden to bear their souls by the
Lord’s grace in order to sow the seed of salvation into them when we release
the word. Our burden is salvation, not the release of a dynamic word. If they
are saved but do not love the Lord, our burden should be for them to love
the Lord. If they love the Lord but are not willing to give themselves to the
Lord and receive His dealing, our burden should be for them to willingly give
themselves to the Lord and be dealt with by Him. This is the ministry of the
word with a burden.

When we minister the word of God, our concern should be whether we have
God’s speaking, not the topic of our speaking. In order to have God’s speaking,
the one who ministers the word must have a burden. People may have a
negative reaction or be stirred up when they hear a message that is spoken
with a burden, but they cannot deny that it is God’s speaking.

Therefore, speaking should not be easy or cheap. We cannot speak simply
because we have prepared a message. One who ministers the word should
bear people’s condition before God. He bears the responsibility of knowing
their needs. He needs to sense their condition and know what God wants to
speak.

Without a burden, all our activity will be dead and ineffective; with a burden,
we will be living and flourishing. Such an outcome is not related to our method
but to our person..If there is a burden, our self decreases and is dealt with. It
will not increase, because there are things that our burden will not allow us
to do, and there are areas that will require our being dealt with before we can
release our burden.

It seems as if the brothers in the churches serve according to obligation as
employees in a company...Such service is dangerous and will cause us to lose
the Lord’s presence...Everyone who serves the Lord must receive a burden and
have a burden. (CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “The Administration of the Church and the
Ministry of the Word,” pp. 233, 235, 238-239)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1957, vol. 2, “The Administration of the Church and the
Ministry of the Word,” ch. 2; CWWN, vol. 53, “The Ministry of God’s Word,” ch. 12
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Tim. 4:2 Proclaim the word; be ready in season and out of season;
convict, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and teaching.

1:6-7...Fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you...For God has
not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love and of
sobermindedness.

We need to be those who speak Christ to all kinds of people daily in season
and out of season (Acts 5:42; 8:4; 2 Tim. 4:2). We should speak Christ to those
from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation (Rev. 5:9). In Mark 16:15 the Lord
Jesus charged us to preach the gospel to all the creation. This indicates that we
should pick up the burden for the preaching of the gospel to such an extent that
we would speak to whatever is around us. We should speak to the mountains,
the trees, the rivers, the animals, and the entire creation. If we practice this,
we will become exercised in speaking. This will strengthen us to speak with
power. If we speak awkwardly, that will weaken our speaking and even weaken
the contents of our speaking. This is why we should practice speaking Christ
all the time even though no person may be present. We always have the entire
creation to speak to. [ am grateful to the Lord that I practiced this when I was a
young man.

To be a speaking one, we need the inward filling. Then we have the content.
We also need the outward filling. Then we have the power and the authority..
When we speak in the meetings, our speaking should be full of the exercise of
the spirit. (CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Speaking Christ for the Building Up of the Body
of Christ,” pp. 179-180, 183-184)

Today’s Reading
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Regretfully, due to the fall, men have not only overlooked and neglected the
human spirit but also have even refused to admit that man has a spirit...Today’s
society needs the law so much because most people neglect one part of their
spirit— their conscience...The best people in human society are not the lawful
ones but the ones who take care of their conscience.

As Christians, our spirit has been regenerated. To be regenerated is
to be reinforced. Something stronger and richer has been added into our
being...God’s life and God’s spirit...have been added into our spirit. We have a
regenerated and reinforced spirit, a very strong spirit, with a companion. This
companion is the Triune God..What an enriched spirit we have!

Now that we have seen the importance of our spirit, we want to see the
exercise of our spirit. We must build up a habit of exercising our spirit. When I
rise up in the morning, the first thing | spontaneously say is “O Lord.” To call on
the Lord by saying, “O Lord” is a habit of exercising our spirit. To say “O Lord”
as soon as you rise up in the morning makes a big difference..When we say, “O
Lord,” we touch the Lord. This is the habit of exercising our spirit.

Second Timothy 1:6-7 indicates that we need to fan our spirit into
flame...Some might think that these verses do not say that we should fan our
spirit but that we should fan our gift. But if you get into these verses, you will
see that the fanning of our gift into flame is the fanning of our spirit into flame.
Paul tells us in verse 6 to “fan into flame the gift of God.” Then in verse 7 he
says, “For God has not given us a spirit..” Our God-given spirit is what we must
fan into flame. We have to fan our spirit.

We saved ones have the capital to live the Christian life and the church life.
This capital is the God-given spirit. This God-given spirit, according to God'’s
ordination, is surrounded by the power of our will, by the love of our emotion,
and by the sobermindedness of our mind. These three helpers are surrounding
our spirit, not to depress us but rather to uplift us and help us. (CWWL, 1993,
vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” pp. 180-182, 184)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1993, vol. 2, “The Spirit with Our Spirit,” ch. 8 CWWL,
1988, vol. 1, “Speaking Christ for the Building Up of the Body of Christ,” chs. 3-4
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Week Seven
The Pattern of the Apostle Paul
Hymns: 499

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 1:16; 4:12; 1 Thes. 2:1-12
§ Day 1

Paul was a pattern to the believers of living Christ, magnifying
Christ, and ministering Christ as the Spirit in his spirit for the
building up of the Body of Christ—1 Tim. 1:16; 4:12; Rom.
8:16; Phil. 1:19-21a, 25; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6:

A.The Lord appeared to Paul to appoint him as a minister and a witness
both of the things in which Paul had seen Him and of the things in which
He would appear to Paul—Acts 26:16-19; cf. 1:8; 23:11; 20:20,31:

1. Paul lived a life that was fully dignified, with the highest standard of human
virtues expressing the most excellent divine attributes, a life that resembled
the one that the Lord Himself had lived on the earth years before—Eph. 4:20-
21; Phil. 4:5-8, 11-13.

2.The wonderful, excellent, and mysterious God-man, who lived in the
Gospels, continued to live through Paul as one of His many members; Paul
was a living witness of the incarnated, crucified, resurrected, and God-
exalted Christ—Acts 1:8; Phil. 2:2, 5; 1:8; 2:13; Acts 27:22, 24-25; 28:3-9, see
footnote 1 onv. 9.

B.Paul took Christ as everything—as his living, pattern, goal, and secret—
Phil. 1:19-21a; 2:5-16; 3:7-14; 4:11-13.
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C. Paul was infused with God to shine forth God in the ministry of the new
covenant, which is the ministry of the Spirit, the ministry of righteousness,
and the ministry of reconciliation—2 Cor. 3:18; 4:1; 3:6,8-9; 5:18-20.

D.Because Paul was a pattern to the believers (1 Tim. 1:16), he could charge

Timothy to be a pattern "in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity"
(4:12).

§ Day 2

E. Paul is our pattern in his being an ambassador of Christ (Eph. 6:20; 2 Cor.
5:18-20) with the following qualifications:

1. He did not live by what he was or could do but by the immortal life, which is
Christ Himself—v. 4; John 14:6; Col. 3:4; Gal. 2:20.

2.He was determined to gain the honor of being well pleasing to Christ in all
things—living Christ, growing Christ, expressing Christ, and propagating
Christ in every respect—2 Cor. 5:9; Col. 1:10.

3. He was constrained by the love of Christ to no longer live to himself but to
live to the Lord; for us to live "to the Lord" means that we are under the
Lord's direction and control and that we want to fulfill His requirements,
satisfy His desires, and complete what He intends—2 Cor. 5:14-15.

4. He did not know others outwardly according to the flesh in the old creation
but inwardly according to the spirit in the new creation—vv. 16-17; Gal. 6:15.

F. Paul is our pattern by living and serving God in his regenerated spirit by
the indwelling Christ, the life-giving Spirit, not in his soul by the power
and ability of the soul; he was a spiritual man who sowed unto the Spirit
to bear the fruit of the Spirit—Rom. 1:9; 7:6; 8:4,16; Gal. 3:3; 5:16, 22-25;
6:8; 2 Cor. 4:5; 1 Cor. 2:15; 2 Cor. 2:13.
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G.Paul is our pattern in his being Body-conscious and Body-centered, doing
everything in the Body, through the Body, and for the Body—Rom. 12:4-5;
1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 4:1-6, 15-16; Col. 2:19; Acts 28:13-15 and footnote
2onv. 15,

§ Day 3

II. The best way to shepherd people, to cherish and nourish
them, is to give them a proper pattern; Paul fed his spiritual
children with his own living of Christ—1 Thes. 2:1-12; 2 Cor.
1:23—2:14; 11:28-29; 1 Cor. 9:22; Acts 20:28:
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A.Paul and his co-workers were a pattern of the glad tidings that they
spread; "you know what kind of men we were among you for your
sake"—1 Thes. 1:5b.

B.In the church the most important thing is the person; the person is
the way, and the person is the Lord's work; what you are is what you
do—John 5:19; 6:57; Phil. 1:19-26; Acts 20:18-35; Matt. 7:17-18;
12:33-37.

C. We need to follow the pattern of the apostles to pay more attention to life
than to work—John 12:24; 2 Cor. 4:12.

D.The apostles not only preached the gospel but also lived it; their
ministering of the gospel was not only by word but also by a life that
displayed the power of God, a life in the Holy Spirit and in the assurance
of faith—1 Thes. 1:5.

E. The saints in Thessalonica became imitators of the apostles; this led
them to follow the Lord, to take Him as their pattern, thus making them a
pattern to all other believers—vv. 6-7.

F.The apostle Paul stressed repeatedly the apostles' entrance toward
the believers; this shows that their manner of life played a great role in
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infusing the gospel into the new converts—vv. 5, 9; 2:1:

1. The apostles were struggling and speaking the gospel to the Thessalonians in
the boldness of God—v. 2.

2. The apostles were free from deception, uncleanness, and guile—v. 3.

§ Day 4

3. The apostles were first tested and approved by God and then were entrusted
by Him with the gospel; hence, their speaking, the preaching of the gospel,
was not of themselves to please men but of God to please Him; God proved,
examined, and tested their hearts continually—v. 4; Psa. 26:2; 139:23-24; 2
Cor. 1:12; 6:6; 7:3.

4. The apostles were neither found with flattering speech nor with a pretext for
covetousness—1 Thes. 2:5:

a. To have any pretext for covetousness is to peddle or adulterate the
word of God—2 Cor. 2:17; 4:2.

b.It is also to pretend to be godly for the sake of gain—1 Tim. 6:5; Titus
1:11; 2 Pet. 2:3.

§ Day 5
5. The apostles did not seek glory from men—1 Thes. 2:6a:

a.To seek glory from men is a real temptation to every Christian worker;
many have been devoured and spoiled by this matter—cf. 1 Sam. 15:12.

b.Lucifer became God's adversary, Satan, because of glory-seeking;
anyone who seeks glory from men is a follower of Satan—Ezek.
28:13-17; Isa. 14:12-15; Matt. 4:8-10.

c. How much we will be used by the Lord and how long our usefulness
will last depend on whether we seek glory from men—cf. John 7:17-
18; 5:39-44; 12:43; 2 Cor. 4:5.
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6. The apostles did not stand on their own authority or dignity as apostles of
Christ—1 Thes. 2:6b:

a.To assert authority, dignity, or right in Christian work damages that
work; the Lord Jesus, while on earth, gave up His dignity (John 13:4-
5), and the apostle preferred not to use his right (1 Cor. 9:12).

b.If we follow this pattern, we will kill a deadly disease germ in the
Body of Christ, the germ of assuming a position—Matt. 20:20-28.

7.The apostles cherished the believers and yearned over them as a nursing
mother would cherish and yearn over her own children—1 Thes. 2:7-8; cf.
Gal. 4:19; [sa. 49:14-15; 66:12-13:

a.To cherish people is to make them happy, to comfort them, to make
them feel that you are pleasant to them, easy to be contacted in
everything and in every way.

b.To cherish people in our natural humanity is not genuine; we must
cherish people with the Lord's presence as the charming factor, as the
reality of resurrection.

c. Cherishing includes nourishing; to nourish people is to feed them with
the all-inclusive Christ in His full ministry of three stages—Eph. 5:29.

§ Day 6
8. The apostles not only imparted the gospel of God to the Thessalonians; they

also imparted their own souls—1 Thes. 2:8:

a.To live a clean and upright life (vv. 3-6, 10) and to love the new
converts, even by giving our own souls to them (vv. 7-9,11), are the
prerequisites for infusing them with the gospel.

b.Paul was willing to spend not only what he had but also himself, his
very being, on behalf of the saints—2 Cor. 12:15.

9. The apostles considered themselves as fathers in exhorting the believers to
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WEEK 7 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 1:16 But because of this | was shown mercy, that in me, the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display all His long-suffering for a pattern to
those who are to believe on Him unto eternal life.

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

On the sea in the storm, the Lord had made the apostle [Paul] not only
the owner of his fellow voyagers (Acts 27:24) but also their life-guarantor
and comforter (vv. 22, 25)...All during the apostle’s long and unfortunate
imprisonment-voyage, the Lord kept the apostle in His ascendancy and enabled
him to live a life far beyond the realm of anxiety. This life was fully dignified,
with the highest standard of human virtues expressing the most excellent
divine attributes, a life that resembled the one that the Lord Himself had
lived on the earth years before. This was Jesus living again on the earth in His
divinely enriched humanity! This was the wonderful, excellent, and mysterious
God-man, who lived in the Gospels, continuing to live in the Acts through one
of His many members! This was a living witness of the incarnated, crucified,
resurrected, and God-exalted Christ! Paul in his voyage lived and magnified
Christ (Phil. 1:20-21). (Acts 28:9, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord Jesus [first] appeared to Paul, He commissioned him,
appointing him as a minister and a witness...A minister is for the ministry; a
witness is for the testimony. The ministry is related mainly to the work, to what
a minister does. A testimony is related to the person, to what a witness is.

In Acts 26:16 the Lord Jesus said to Paul, “I have appeared to you for this
purpose, to appoint you as a minister and a witness both of the things in which
you have seen Me and of the things in which I will appear to you.” Notice that
here the phrase in which is used twice. Here Paul was saying that the Lord had
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appointed him as a minister and a witness of the things He revealed to Paul and
of the things He would reveal to him. Although this was Paul’s meaning, this
was not the way he presented the matter. Rather, this verse speaks of the things
in which Paul had seen the Lord and of the things in which the Lord would yet
appear to him.

Acts 26:16 indicates that Paul did not receive the revelation of things
without seeing Christ. Instead, he received the things in which he saw Christ. In
other words, Christ did not reveal things to Paul without Himself as the content
of those things. This is the reason that Paul would be a witness of the things
in which he had seen the Lord. In all the visions that Paul saw, he saw Christ.
Furthermore, he would be a witness of the things in which the Lord was yet to
appear to him. Here the Lord seemed to be saying to Paul, “In all the visions and
revelations you will receive, I will appear to you.” This indicates that if we only
see visions and revelations and do not see the Lord, then what we see is vanity.

We do not agree with studying the Bible merely in a theological way. Those
who study the Bible in this way may learn theology, but they do not see Christ.
There is a great difference between studying the Bible to learn theology and
studying the Bible in order to see Christ.

As Paul was on the way to Damascus, Christ revealed certain things to him,
and in those things Paul saw Christ. The Lord indicated that He would reveal
more things to Paul, and in those things the Lord Himself would appear to him.
Therefore, what Paul saw was not merely the things themselves but Christ as
the One appearing in all these things.

In any light we receive of the Lord, we must see Christ. Christ must appear
to us...in the way of enlightenment, vision, or revelation...If we study the Bible
and gain knowledge of the Scriptures without seeing Christ, that knowledge is
vanity. We all need to learn to see Christ in the things that are revealed to us.
(Life-study of Acts, second edition, pp. 578-581)

Further Reading: Life-study of Acts, msgs. 26, 68; Life-study of Philippians,
msg. 21

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 7 - Page 2



i miE —
REZE

Mk A 14 ~ 15 [ & 2B 69 5% 18 &,

KB —ABLBEFARL, BAKILT; i
HAab B AR, ZWIRRETEHA, ~HEAC

&, @A M EE E. ]

ERFEETTZEEANAE. KEERKREIEM
BN - FHFPREERIZMH, DR L
W TR R, #Aee T EE. (KRZ/\18. )
HWERIEEEELEZE, Exx £, (REI 15,
Bt 14, ) ARE\‘E T EEERE, BRZE, &
EHEA. SEREHER, TE-LREEEH
EREMYAE, THBRE T ZEEFEE AR
e, TIamBREMEE, FRXETFHERSE

WA, (FHZXE—AXNLEF M, ——=
E.)
EREHE

REGREEOAE, mEMREHN—T, TZ
H—1, TR —, MELE. (HMET 4,
R EELIH, RPN RN, — TR

fpreefEry, - BT2ry, AR--FrRE, #HMEHH,
FiEs, KMATZEERMANTE. ~RMAELRE
HIA, (B4 E AR — AR R T . AR SRR

REEHEFORE, FERERMART. HERMACEEX
EHOER, bR FIRE, BT T STy A

. EZ#&, ~XNANERHENESERT . (4. )
FHEREARFEEERREESN E4, &K

RS AREMRS, —EFAMER. (9. ) WR
MERFEENRE, E2FHEFLERREE K,

O =FtHABKEEREERETIK-FE7 B RAEES -3 H

WEEK 7 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 5:14-15 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have
judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all
that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died
for them and has been raised.

The apostle Paul was an ambassador of Christ. An ambassador is one who
represents the highest authority..The highest authority in this universe is God,
and God has given all authority in heaven and on earth to Christ (Matt. 28:18).
God has appointed Christ to be the King of kings and the Lord of lords (1 Tim.
6:15; Rev. 17:14). Today Jesus is the Christ, the Lord of all, the highest authority.
For this highest authority there is the need of some ambassadors on this earth
who are qualified to represent Him. The Lord’s ministry is not a matter of
merely being a preacher or a teacher but of being one who is authorized with
the heavenly authority, representing the highest authority in the whole universe.
(CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” p. 171)

Today’s Reading

As an ambassador of Christ, Paul realized that whatever was within him,
whatever he was, and whatever he had was mortal (2 Cor. 5:4)...0ur wisdom
is mortal, and our ability is mortal. Whatever we can do,..we are, and...we
have is going to die. This is why we should not have any trust in what we
are..We are mortal beings, but God has wrought into us something which is
eternal, something which will never die, something which will last forever.
Because we have received the Lord Jesus and He lives in us, we possess His
eternal divinity. Eventually,..mortality will be swallowed up by the divine life
[v. 4].

Since I realize that I have Christ as the eternal life within me, I have to
endeavor with an ambition to please Him all the time (v. 9). If we are going
to be an ambassador of Christ, there must be one day in this whole universe
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in which we make a decision, calling the heavens and the earth to be the
witnesses, that we are now absolutely for Christ, that we have only one
ambition—to please Christ. God has wrought Himself as the eternal life into
us so that we should not live by ourselves but by this life. Now we have to be
ambitious to please Him.

Paul was a person who lived to the Lord (v. 15). Another item which equips
us to be the ambassadors of Christ is the constraining love of Christ. We must
be persons carried away by the love of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 Paul
tells us that the dying love of Christ is like the rushing of great waters toward
us, impelling us to live to Him beyond our own control. To be constrained is
similar to being carried away by a tide of water. The love of Christ is as strong
as a tide of water which overcomes us and carries us away. We need to be
flooded by the love of Christ. We need to be constrained by His love so that we
have no choice. We should be able to say, “I have no other way to go. I have to
love the Lord because His love has constrained me. What can [ do?”..We all have
to be constrained by the love of Christ in such a way.

I must confess that I have prayed day by day for years that the Lord
would show me His love so that I could be constrained by the love of Christ.
[ prayed in this way: “Lord, constrain me with Your love. O Lord, flood me
with Your love.”..The young saints among us need to realize that although
they love the Lord today, they are still at the crossroads of their Christian
experience. There are many directions for them to choose, to take. They may
have many choices, but once they are flooded by the love of Christ, they lose
all the choices.

A person who is an ambassador of Christ...does not know people according
to the flesh but according to Christ in the spirit. You should never consider
anything or try to know a person by the outward appearance according to
the flesh but always according to Christ in the spirit. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An
Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit,” pp. 172-174)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the
Spirit,” ch. 6; Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msgs. 13-14, 25, 29
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WEEK 7 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Thes. 2:1-3 For you yourselves know, brothers, our entrance toward
you, that it has not been in vain. But having suffered previously and
having been outrageously treated, even as you know, in Philippi, we
were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much struggle.
For our exhortation is not out of deception nor out of uncleanness nor in
guile.

Paul...gives a strong testimony of his living among the Thessalonians. He
reminds them of the apostles’ coming and of their manner of life among them.
Why did Paul emphasize this? He emphasized it because he was presenting
a pattern of a proper living to the young saints. [ hope that all the elders and
leading ones will see from Paul’s example that we must be a pattern to the
saints. In every local church there must be some patterns, some models, for
others to follow.

To give the new believers and young ones a lot of teaching is not the proper
way to take care of them. The proper way to foster them is to show them a
pattern. By showing them a pattern, you water them, supply them, nourish
them, and cherish them. This is fostering. If you find that your experience is
somewhat lacking, point the new believers to different people in the Bible,
for example, to ones such as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and David in the Old
Testament and Peter, John, Paul, and Timothy in the New Testament. We can
present the lives of Bible characters in such a way as to foster the growth of
the young ones. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, 2nd edition, pp. 107-108)

Today’s Reading

Caring for children is ninety percent a matter of feeding and ten percent a
matter of teaching. This also should be our practice in caring for new believers
in the church...Feeding involves the presenting of patterns either from the Bible
or from church history. By reading the biographies of saints throughout the ages,
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we nourish ourselves and experience a kind of fostering. The point here is that
the best way to feed others and foster them is to give them a proper pattern.

In the book of 1 Thessalonians Paul was not preaching himself. Rather, he
was feeding his spiritual children with his own living of Christ. This means that
Paul’s way of living was used to feed his spiritual children. This was the reason
he emphasized his coming to the Thessalonians, his preaching, his way of
handling the word of God, and his manner of living.

The apostle stresses repeatedly [the apostles’] entrance toward the
believers (1:5, 9; [2:1]). This shows that their manner of life played a great role
in infusing the gospel into the new converts. It was not only what the apostles
said but also what they were...The apostles’ entrance was not in vain. They
were a pattern of how to believe in the Lord and follow Him. Because many
came to believe in the Lord Jesus through the apostles, a church was raised up
in less than a month.

In the preaching of the gospel, the apostles experienced God. They enjoyed
Him as their boldness in the struggle for the gospel. They were bold not in
themselves but in God...Suffering and persecution could not defeat them,
because they were in the organic union with the Triune God. According to verse
2, they spoke the gospel of God in much struggle. This indicates that while they
were preaching, they were fighting, because persecution was still going on.
Hence, they were struggling and speaking the gospel to the Thessalonians in
the boldness of God.

In verse 3...deception refers to the goal, uncleanness to the motive, and
guile to the means. All three are of and by the subtle and deceiving devil. The
word exhortation includes speaking, preaching, teaching, instructing, and
entreating...The apostles were not greedy, and they had no intention of making
a gain of anyone. Their coming to the Thessalonians with the gospel was
altogether honest and faithful. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition,
pp. 108, 95-96)

Further Reading: Watchman Nee—a Seer of the Divine Revelation in the
Present Age, ch. 11; Messages Given during the Resumption of Watchman Nee’s
Ministry, 1st ed., vol. 1, chs. 10, 33
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WEEK 7 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Thes. 2:4-5 But even as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God,
who proves our hearts. For neither were we found at any time with
flattering speech, even as you know, nor with a pretext for covetousness;
God is witness.

The word approved in 1 Thessalonians 2:4 implies being tested. God tested the
apostles before He approved them. Based upon this approvedness, God entrusted
them with the gospel. God did this in a careful way, for He knows our hearts.

According to our opinion, since God already knows everything, it is not
necessary for Him to test us. Yes, before we were born, He already knew
what kind of person we would be. Why, then, does God test us? God’s
testing is not mainly for Himself; it is primarily for us. God knows us, but we
do not know ourselves. Because we do not know ourselves adequately, we
may think that we are upright, honest, and faithful. However, when we are
put to the test, we will see what we really are and discover that in ourselves
we are not honest, faithful, or trustworthy...Only after God proves us in this
way will we have approvedness. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, 2nd edition,
p. 96)

Today’s Reading

I would encourage the young people not to have confidence in themselves,
for they have not yet been tested. [ have the assurance that God will use the
young people. But God’s using of them will come after His testing of them. God
cannot entrust anything to us until we have the approvedness that comes from
His testing. God’s entrusting is based on our approvedness. But we cannot
approve ourselves. Only after God has tested us will He grant us approvedness.
Then He will entrust something to us and begin to use us.
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It was in this way that God entrusted the apostles with the gospel. Because
the apostles had been entrusted with the gospel, they spoke not as pleasing
men but as pleasing God, who proves our hearts. Their speaking was based
on God’s entrusting. Because He had entrusted them with the gospel, they
spoke as pleasing God. In 1 Thessalonians 2:4 we see that we must be
approved and then have something entrusted to us. Then we need to speak
as pleasing God, the One who proves us. This indicates that we need to pass
through testing, approving, and entrusting. Then we will have something to
preach and teach.

The Greek word rendered “pretext” [in verse 5] also means “pretense, cloak.”
To have any pretext for covetousness is to peddle or adulterate the word of God
(2 Cor. 2:17; 4:2). It is also to pretend to be godly for the sake of gain (1 Tim. 6:5;
Titus 1:11; 2 Pet. 2:3).

According to 1 Thessalonians 2:5, the apostles were never found with
flattering speech. We all must avoid flattery, never speaking in a way to flatter
others. In this verse Paul also says that the apostles did not have a pretext,
a cloak, for covetousness. They did not have an evil motive that was covered
in some way. Because they did not have any pretext or pretense, they did not
peddle the word of God or adulterate it. To adulterate something is to mix it
with an inferior material, for example, to mix gold with copper or wine with
water, and then to sell it as if it were pure. Throughout the centuries many
preachers and teachers have adulterated the word of God in this way. They
preached under a pretext in order to make gain for themselves.

From verse 5 we learn to avoid flattery and a pretext for covetousness. In
our Christian work we must give no place to such unclean things. No servant of
the Lord should use flattery or have some kind of pretext for covetousness. May
the Lord have mercy on us and purify us from all these things. May we be able
to say that God is our witness that we do not speak words of flattery or have
any pretext for covetousness. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition,
pp. 96-98)

Further Reading: CWWN, vol. 44, “The Mystery of Christ,” chs. 98, 104
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WEEK 7 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Thes. 2:6-7 Nor did we seek glory from men, neither from you nor from
others, though we could have stood on our authority as apostles of Christ.
But we were gentle in your midst, as a nursing mother would cherish her
own children.

To seek glory from men is a real temptation to every Christian worker [cf.
1 Thes. 2:6]. Many have been devoured and spoiled by this matter. The Greek
words rendered “stood on our authority” also mean “asserted authority.”...To
assert authority, dignity, or right in Christian work damages that work. The
Lord Jesus, while on earth, gave up His dignity (John 13:4-5), and the apostle
preferred not to use his right (1 Cor. 9:12). The fall of the archangel was due
to the seeking of glory...Even though he was a leading angel with a very high
position, he was still seeking glory...According to the New Testament, anyone
who seeks glory from men is a follower of Satan. The seeking of glory is a trap
spread by Satan to snare Christian workers...Not many have escaped this trap.
(Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition, p. 98)

Today’s Reading

How much we will be used by the Lord and how long our usefulness will last
depend on whether we seek glory from men...The seeking of glory for the self
always Kkills one’s usefulness. Therefore, may we all, especially the young, be
warned never to seek glory in the Lord’s work.

First Thessalonians 2:6 indicates clearly that the apostles did not stand on
their authority as apostles of Christ...They had to forget that they were apostles
and serve God’s people as slaves. They were not to remind others of the fact
that they were apostles of Christ. Instead, they were to keep in mind that they
were brothers serving believers.
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Those who are believers and also those who are not believers may consider
the leading ones, the elders, or the apostles as dignitaries. However, in the local
churches there are no dignitaries. Instead of being dignitaries, we are slaves
serving one another. Nevertheless, | know of certain ones who did not assume
anything when they did not have a position or title. But as soon as they were
given a position, perhaps in a service group, they began to assume authority.
This is shameful. A sister whose husband is an elder should not assume
authority because she is the wife of an elder...She is simply a little sister serving
the church. Furthermore, her husband is not a dignitary; he is a slave. As an
elder, he has been appointed to serve the church as a slave. We all should have
this attitude.

Paul’s statement, “We could have stood on our authority as apostles of
Christ” [v. 6], indicates that even in the early days there was the temptation of
assuming authority...Paul, however, did not stand on his authority as an apostle
in order to claim something for himself. By refusing to stand on his authority
or assert authority, Paul is a good pattern for us all. If we follow this pattern,
we will kill a deadly disease germ in the Body of Christ, the germ of assuming a
position.

In verse 7..the Greek word rendered “nursing mother;,” trophos, sometimes
means “a mother”; hence, a nursing mother (cf. Gal. 4:19). Cherishing includes
nourishing. Therefore, this word not only includes nourishing but also includes
tender care. Even though Paul was a brother, he considered himself a nursing
mother. Surely, he had no thought of position, dignity, or authority...What
position does a nursing mother have? What rank, dignity, or authority belongs to
her? Her authority consists in nourishing and cherishing her children, in taking
care of them in a tender way. Paul regarded himself as a cherishing one, not
merely as one who served. He certainly did not control the believers. Neither did
he merely serve them. Rather, he cherished them. His care for them was full of
tenderness. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition, pp. 98-100)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 7, 10
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WEEK 7 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

1 Thes. 2:8 Yearning in this way over you, we were well pleased to impart
to you not only the gospel of God but also our own souls, because you
became beloved to us.

11-12 Just as you know how we were to each one of you, as a father to
his own children, exhorting you and consoling you and testifying, so that
you might walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.

The word yearning [1 Thes. 2:8] indicates being affectionately fond of,
affectionately desirous of, like a nursing mother affectionately interested in
her child whom she nourishes and cherishes. This was what the apostles did
with the new believers. The apostles not only imparted the gospel of God to the
Thessalonians; they also imparted their own souls. To live a clean and upright
life [vv. 3-6, 10] and to love the new converts, even by giving our own souls to
them [vv. 7-9, 11], are the prerequisites for infusing others with the salvation
conveyed in the gospel that we preach.

Paul’s word in verse 8 about imparting their own souls to the Thessalonians
can be compared to his word in 2 Corinthians 12 about being spent for the sake
of the believers. Paul was willing not only to spend what he had but also to
spend himself, his very being...This can be compared to a nursing mother giving
herself to her child. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, 2nd edition, pp. 100-101)

Today’s Reading

[In 1 Thessalonians 2:11] the apostle was strong in stressing what or how
they were (1:5), for what they were opened the way to bring the new converts
into God’s full salvation. In cherishing the believers as their own children, the
apostles considered themselves as nourishing mothers. In exhorting them, they
considered themselves fathers [2:11].
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God’s calling [v. 12] is according to His selection, and it follows His selection
(1:4). As worshippers of idols (v. 9), the believers were in the kingdom of Satan
(Matt. 12:26). Now, through the salvation in Christ they were called, and they
have believed into the kingdom of God, which is the sphere in which they can
worship and enjoy God under the divine ruling with the view of entering into
God’s glory. God’s glory goes with His kingdom.

Walking in a manner worthy of God [1 Thes. 2:12] is related to entering
into His kingdom and being ushered into His glory. The thought here...is quite
deep..Not many believers are taught to have a Christian walk that will enable
them to enter into the kingdom of God, a walk that will usher them into God’s
glory...This is included as part of Paul’s teaching to young believers.

First Thessalonians 2:1-12 shows us how we should conduct ourselves
as a pattern for new believers..We need to be pure in our motives, especially
concerning money. Much of what is written in these verses is related to
money, greed, and covetousness. If we are not pure concerning money, if we
are not sincere, honest, and faithful regarding it, we may be among those who
adulterate the word of God and peddle it. Furthermore, this motive may cause
us to use flattery and to have a pretext for covetousness. All of these are serious
matters. Therefore, if we would be a proper pattern for young saints, our greed
must be dealt with, and money matters must be under our feet. We should
never speak words of flattery, we should never have any pretext, and we should
never seek glory for ourselves. Moreover, instead of trying to please man, we
should do our best to please God. Then other believers will have a good pattern
to follow.

We need to be a pattern to others and foster them, cherishing them
as mothers and exhorting them as fathers to walk in a manner worthy of
God...Only a life that lives God is worthy of God. When we live God, we walk
in a manner worthy of Him. Such a walk will lead us into the kingdom and
usher us into the glory of God. This is the goal of God’s calling. (Life-study of 1
Thessalonians, second edition, pp. 101-103)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msgs. 12-13
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WEEK 7 — HYMN

Oh, what a life! Oh, what a peace
Experience of Christ — As Life

i
1. Oh, what a life! Oh, what a peace! The Christ who's all with - in me lives.
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With Him I have been cru - ci fied; This glo rious fact to me He gives

Now it’sno long - er I that live, But Christ the Lord with - in me lives. Now
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long - er 1 that  live, But Christ the Lord with - in me lives.

2. Oh, what a joy! Oh, what a rest!
Christ now is being formed in me.
His very nature and life divine
In my whole being inwrought shall be.
All that I am came to an end,
And all of Christ is all to me.

3. Oh, what a thought! Oh, what a boast!
Christ shall in me be magnified.
In nothing shall I be ashamed,
For He in all shall be applied.
In woe or blessing, death or life,
Through me shall Christ be testified.

4. Oh, what a prize! Oh, what a gain!
Christ is the goal toward which I press.
Nothing I treasure, nor aught desire,
But Christ of all-inclusiveness.

My hope, my glory, and my crown
Is Christ, the One of peerlessness.

(Repeat the last two lines of each stanza)



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




N\ Week Eight

By p (—) The Function of the Church (1)
EAP A K The House of the Living God
AR B3R 09 AE G Fe AR AR and the Pillar and Base of the Truth
S 627 Hymns: 863
4. RAT=15 #HAT—2, =Z16~17, +  Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Cor. 1:2; 3:16-17; 10:32; 11:16;
32, +—16, H=19. 21 ~ 22 Eph. 2:19, 21-22
[:E—] § Day 1

e [#WHR]) REBEZE, [A®EM4 a4 1. The house of God modifies the church, and the pillar and
A URAMEZGE: [#HHE] URTA base of the truth also modifies the church; the house of
W L] ARBAEZERLR God and the pillar and base of the truth describe what the
RAT= 15, church is—1 Tim. 3:15.

A BenAMYRE—wHar—2, +32, +—16: 1. The church is the house of God—1 Cor. 1:2; 10:32; 11:16:

— [ B e ) i1 Be24 iAW, & AThe expression the church of God indicates that the church is possessed

R BE AP, AR T E TR — by God and that the church has the nature of God and is constituted with
=+ 28, m—13, the element of God—Acts 20:28; Gal. 1:13.

ZBeRT#n], REZERMWIERANELE  B.The church is of God because it is produced of God as the source and has
0, THAAEEMNE, FHEEIREORTAZ God as its nature and essence, which are divine, universal, and eternal—1
H—HAT = 16 ~ 17, Cor. 3:16-17.

= BENRNEEERE R AN A T— 32, C. The content of the church essentially is God Himself—10:32.
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III. The church of God is the house of the living God—1 Tim. 3:15:

A.The house of God is the household of God—Eph. 2:19:

1. The dwelling place—the house—and the family—the household—are one
entity—a group of called, regenerated ones indwelt by God Himself—1 Pet.
1:3; 2:5; 1 Cor. 3:16.

2.Just as Christ is not separate from the members of His Body but dwells in
them, the Father is not a separate member of His household but is in all the
children—Rom. 8:16; 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 3:16.

3. The house of God is organic in the divine life, organic in the divine nature, and
organic in the Triune God—Eph. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:4; Matt. 28:19.

4. Because the church is organic, the church grows—Eph. 2:21.

§ Day 2 & Day 3
B.In speaking of the church as the house of God, Paul refers to God as the
living God—1 Tim. 3:15:

1. The living God, who lives in the church, must be subjective to the church and
not merely objective—1 Cor. 3:16.

2. Because God is living, the church as the house of God is also living in Him, by
Him, and with Him.

3. Aliving God and a living church live, move, and work together.

C. As the house of God, the church is the dwelling place of God—the place
where God can have His rest and put His trust—Eph. 2:22.

D.The church as the house of God—the Father's house—is the enlarged,
universal, divine-human incorporation as the issue of Christ's being
glorified by the Father with the divine glory—]John 12:23; 13:31-32; 14:20.
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[E00] § Day 4

B IZANBeRHetAR, BLEF L IV. The Lord wants His church to know Him as the truth and to
HMAELG—HE—1~2,5~6, {H+— receive and enjoy Him as life—1 John 1:1-2, 5-6; John 11:25;
25, tWé6, +\37F: 14:6; 18:37b:

— [A®] B8, KAWFELET—MAE A Truth means "reality," denoting all the real things revealed in God's Word,
WEY, TRORBEALELTOLAE, UK which are mainly Christ as the embodiment of God and the church as the

AR GENZE—RAT=4, B9, 19, Body of Christ—1 Tim. 2:4; Col. 2:9, 109.
ZBenhRALBZRAMNMEGAGEEL, 24  B.The churchis built with the divine life in Christ, a life that is indestructible,
PATRBIE., TR, EHRKERA unconquerable, and able to withstand decline into death from any
fEAT R 38 09 LB E— R AT— 16, >~ 12, 19, source—1 Tim. 1:16; 6:12, 19; 2 Tim. 1:1, 10; Titus 1:2; 3:7.
R’i#E—1.10, $—2, =7,
= AEfed g, _HFHRRAFAC—HTW 6! C. Both the truth and the life are Christ Himself—John 14:6:

| A6 B EE ~ NIEMNRSY » B EIMEIEE - 3% 1. Life is the inward and intrinsic element, and truth is the outward definition
BH——4 > +/)N37 - )U12°32 360 117 and explanation—1:4; 18:37b; 8:12, 32, 36; 17:17.

DEREFE4AG et fE EEEME ) M 2. The experience of the Lord as life is contained in the Lord as the truth; in
B EE A 0 St AR EE —1+he - +— order to experience the Lord as life, we must know the truth—14:6; 11:25;
250 J\32~36¢ 8:32, 36.

© BeNE, LARKEAEE, /44, @  D.The content of the church should be the growth of Christ in us as truth
REMEBRERH—H =19, = 4 and life—Col. 2:19; 3:4:
[:BA] § Day 5

| EHEHEE 2 Jeny iR - s —4y/012~ 32~ 36 1. Truth is the shining, the expression, of the divine light—John 8:12, 32, 36; 1
Ag—5~06c John 1:5-6.

D EFHIRIEE » RE g T M EE I E E N 2. The standard of the truth should constantly be raised higher among all the
e —fERi — 4 =15 churches in the Lord's recovery—1 Tim. 2:4; 3:15.

STWMEEFEAGERLR  BAEGESK > #HAEGT 3.We need to grow in life, be saved in life, be filled with life, and reign in life—
o RSP EE IR 13 ~ 16 EFH 10~ 17 ¢ Eph. 4:13-16; Rom. 5:10, 17.
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V. The church is the supporting pillar and the holding base of
the truth—1 Tim. 3:15:

A.The truth is the Triune God, having Christ as the embodiment, center, and
expression, to produce the church as the Body of Christ, the house of God,
and the kingdom of God—Col. 2:9; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:16; 1 Tim. 3:15; John
3:3, 5.

B.Truth in 1 Timothy 3:15 refers to the real things revealed in the New
Testament concerning Christ and the church according to God's New
Testament economy—Matt. 16:16, 18; Eph. 5:32:

1. The church is the supporting pillar and holding base of all these realities.

2. A local church should be such a building that holds, bears, and testifies the
truth, the reality, of Christ and the church—2:22.

C. The church bears Christ as the reality; the church testifies to the whole
universe that Christ, and Christ alone, is the reality—John 1:14, 17;
14:6.

D.As the pillar that bears the truth and the base that upholds the pillar, the
church testifies the reality, the truth, of Christ as the mystery of God and
the church as the mystery of Christ—Col. 2:2; Eph. 3:4.

§ Day 6

E.In order for the church to function as the pillar and base of the truth, we
all need to arrive at the full knowledge of the truth—1 Tim. 2:4; 4:3; 2
Tim. 2:25; 3:7; Titus 1:1.

VI. When every brother and sister is full of life and truth, the
church will be strong as the house of the living God and the
pillar and base of the truth; this is what is needed in the
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WEEK 8 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Acts 20:28 Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among whom the
Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers to shepherd the church of God,
which He obtained through His own blood.

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

In 1 Corinthians 1:2 Paul speaks of “the church of God which is in Corinth.”
The church is constituted of the universal God, but it exists on earth in many
localities, one of which was Corinth. In nature the church is universal in God,
but in practice the church is local in a definite place. Paul’s description of the
church is marvelous. However, Christians have not paid adequate attention to
it...The expression the church of God indicates that the church has the nature of
God, that it is constituted of the element of God. Therefore, the church is of God.
This is the universal aspect of the church. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, second
edition, p. 8)

Today’s Reading

The church is...the house of God (1 Pet. 2:5)...[In] Greek [the] word oikos
means not only the house, the dwelling, but also the household. Oikos means
both the house and also the folks, the family, that make up the household; thus,
it may also be translated as “household” (Eph. 2:19).

God’s dwelling place today on earth is the church, and God, as such a great
Father, has a family, which is the church...To us the house is one thing, and the
family another; the house is the building, and the family is the people who live
there. God’s house and God'’s family, however, are the same. The house is the
family, and the family is the house.
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Both the house of God and the family of God are one entity, that is, a group
of regenerated, called ones, indwelt by God Himself. These called ones, who
have been regenerated by God with His life and who are being indwelt by
this living God with all that He is, are both God’s dwelling place and His
family...This is different from a group or organization of people. This is
something organic—organic in the divine life, organic in the divine nature, and
organic in the Triune God.

Some stressed the ekklesia very much, but they did not pay much attention
to the organic aspect of the church. They did not say much about the church as
God'’s family. We must realize, though, that the church is organic; it is the living
house of God. Paul says that the church is the house of the living God (1 Tim.
3:15) and that this house grows (Eph. 2:21)...For something to grow, it must be
living...Anything that grows is organic, with life. Hallelujah, we are growing!

In 1964 1 went to Plainview, Texas, to visit a small group of saints. Then
in 1965 I went to Waco, Texas, to visit another small group. Without faith
I would have been fully disappointed. When the news went to New York, a
dear brother with whom I had been co-working for a number of years said
to another brother that he did not believe that these small groups in Texas
would last. In 1968 [ went to Lubbock, Texas. I did not see a big church; rather,
I saw something that needed much faith. By His mercy I did have that faith.
Then the saints in Texas moved to Houston in 1969, and I went to visit them.
The situation there was somewhat encouraging but not entirely so. My visits
to Irving, however, in 1982 and 1983 made me excited. There has been much
growth among the churches in Texas because the church is something living.
It is the living house of the living God. It is not something of organization but
something of life; thus, its growth is by life. (CWWL, 1983, vol. 3, “The Basic
Revelation in the Holy Scriptures,” pp. 426-427)

God’s dwelling place is His household, His family, and His family comes
into being by God’s begetting...Eventually, God’s children will grow up to be
His mature sons, and then they will become heirs. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, p. 2232)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Recovery of Christ as Everything
in the Church,” ch. 8; CWWL, 1968, vol. 2, pp. 597-600
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WEEK 8 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:15 But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to
conduct himself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,
the pillar and base of the truth.

1 Cor. 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you?

As God’s dwelling place, the church is both God’s house and His household,
His family. In the Old Testament the temple and God’s people were two separate
things, but in the fulfillment in the New Testament the dwelling place and the
family are one. According to God’s New Testament economy, God’s house is His
family. Hebrews 3:6...refers to “Christ...as a Son over His house, whose house
we are.” In Old Testament times, the house of God was the house of Israel (Lev.
22:18; Num. 12:7), symbolized by the tabernacle or the temple among them
(Exo. 25:8; Ezek. 37:26-27). Today the house of God is the church. The children
of Israel, as people of God, are a type of us, the New Testament believers (1 Cor.
9:24—10:11). Their history is a prefigure of the church. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 2227)

Today’s Reading

The church has a twofold function. To Christ, the church is the Body; to God,
the church is the house. Christ is the Head, and the church is the Body of the
Head. This is one function of the church. God is the Father, and the church is His
house. This is another function of the church...The church as the Body of Christ
is an organism. In like manner, the church as the house of God is a living entity,
a living house.

First Peter 4:17, another verse that refers to the church as the house of God,
says, “It is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God."..God’s house,
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or household, is the church composed of the believers. From this house, as His
own house, God begins His governmental administration by His disciplinary
judgment over His own children, that He may have strong ground to judge, in
His universal kingdom, those who are disobedient to His gospel and rebellious
to His government.

In speaking of the church as the house of God, Paul specifically refers to God
as the living God. The living God who lives in the church must be subjective to
the church and not merely objective...Because God is living, the church is also
living in Him, by Him, and with Him. A living God and a living church live, move,
and work together. The living church is the house of the living God. Therefore,
in our meetings, service, and ministry we should give people the impression
that the living God is living, moving, speaking, and acting among us.

The church, the house of the living God, is living in the Father’s name and
in the Father’s life. This means that the church is living in the Father’s reality.
God’s house is a living composition of His many children in the Father’s life and
reality. This means that where the house of God is, there is God the Father with
His life and reality. This is similar to the church being the Body of Christ. Christ
is not separate from the members of the Body, for, as the Head of the Body,
Christ dwells in all the members. For this reason, Christ should not be counted
as a separate member of the Body, because He is in all the members of the Body.
The principle is the same with the church as God’s house. The Father is not a
separate member of the household, the house, but is in all the children.

The first characteristic of the status of the church is that it is an assembly
called out of the world. The second characteristic is that the church is God’s
house composed of those who have been born of God...In order to be the
assembly, we need to be sanctified, that is, separated from the world. But to
be a component of the house of God, we need to be born of God. Anyone who
has not been born of God cannot be part of His house, part of His family. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 2227-2229)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 161, 363
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WEEK 8 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a
spiritual house...

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

According to Paul’s word in 1 Timothy 3:15, the church is the house of God.
The Greek word rendered “house” may also be translated “household.”...The
household, the family, of God is the house of God. The house and the household
are one thing—the assembly that is composed of the believers (Eph. 2:19; Heb.
3:6). The reality of this house as the dwelling place of the living God is in our
spirit (Eph. 2:22). We must live and act in our spirit so that in this house God can
be manifested as the living God. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, p. 55)

Today’s Reading

As the house of God, the church is the dwelling place of God. Ephesians 2:22
says, “In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God
in spirit.”...Paul is saying that the local saints, the saints in Ephesus, were being
built together in Christ into a dwelling place of God.

The church, the dwelling place of God on earth, is the place in which God can
have His rest and put His trust. In this dwelling place God lives and moves to
accomplish His will and satisfy the desire of His heart.

Because the church is God’s dwelling place, the church is where God expresses
Himself...The kind of person you are is expressed by your house...In His house, His
dwelling place, God expresses Himself on earth. This is the reason 1 Timothy 3:16
reveals that the church is God’s manifestation in the flesh..He wants to practice
His New Testament economy, speak forth His desire, and manifest His glory in the
church. All that He is, all that He is doing, and all that He wants to obtain are to be
manifested, expressed, in the church as His dwelling place.

Int’l Training for Elders and Responsible Ones (October 2023) - Morning Revival - Week 8 - Page 5



U —E—+ @& &M, MERMEER
HHWER, cHRERERM [FAEEE, KAHMHE
BRNWER] . ERNERERAMNEENE
EEZANNE. NEREEEH, TEEM; B
EEHNE. wHEEERMELAWER. FI,
MEEFEERMNER, RMONEEHEEOAH
o

KMAERFEERAMNE IR ERMNE
meﬁﬁ%mjmﬁ%oﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁm,iﬂﬁ
FERMELANEE, SEREEW. wREMLT
B ERE, A RH AT AR EAMRNE,
HEER (MHEN) NEEERHNER.

HH—EL&G--R [BEN] , AN EG A
BYWRA (2) BYPERE. A0 EY B E B YR A Y A
FUEE, HEBEWE.

KMEEBEENGERE, TERALEM, BEHHE
EHBENER. wEGES LHNERE, REGEE
B LT EENE; T2 H., EHwaeE, &
FHMAREERE RN —EFE, TEGILERE
ﬁ%%%%oﬂﬁ,%%w% FENY, (2~
3, ) MREEFERE, TEEEHELEGRA, &
By i, EK Fgmil, ERFBIHEZLHQE
AR, AN EZEERMANE, EXMBET T
B, BAENEWELEBENWH,

DT — & —+—&-- 8w [B] &4 E A,
SN, AEMIWELRZEN, TURER K,
ERER., BeEHAR, REBEWEE, TTL#
EERELAGEARA. TEWI, 8K IEMHH

B, ERMENERT, R ELEME AT EER.
M E LN, ———ZEZ=_—HH. )

2 REKWNELETESLE, FF.
COoT=HtREMEERAESRIIM - H 818 REES B 6 H

Ephesians 2:22 tells us that God’s dwelling place is in the believers’ spirit.
Here Paul says that we are “being built together into a dwelling place of God in
spirit.” This refers to the believers’ regenerated human spirit indwelt by God’s
Holy Spirit. God’s Spirit is the Dweller, not the dwelling place. The dwelling
place is in the believers’ spirit. God’s Spirit dwells in our regenerated spirit.
Therefore, the dwelling place of God is in our spirit. Our spirit is the place of
God’s habitation.

We all need to see clearly that God’s dwelling place is in our spirit, not in our
heart or in our mind. Realizing that we have a spirit and that God dwells in our
regenerated spirit is crucial. If we do not know how to exercise our spirit, it will
be impossible for us to understand anything concerning God’s house, because
this house, the dwelling place of God, is in the believers’ spirit.

The word spiritual [in 1 Peter 2:5] denotes the qualification of the divine life
that lives and grows (v. 2). The house of God subsists mainly by the divine life;
hence, it is a spiritual house.

As believers in Christ, we need to grow and be transformed for the building
up of God'’s spiritual house. God’s goal in the believers is to have a house built
up with spiritual stones, not separated and scattered stones, not even a pile of
stones merely gathered together, but stones built up with one another. Hence,
feeding on Christ by the nourishing milk in the word of God (vv. 2-3) is not only
for growing in life but also for building up. Growing is for building up. Although
the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul through the mind, it eventually
nourishes our spirit, making us not soulish but spiritual, suitable for building
up a spiritual house for God.

The Greek word translated “temple” [in Ephesians 2:21] denotes the
sanctuary, the inner part of the temple. Because God’s building is a living one, it
is growing...into a holy temple. The actual building of the church as the house of
God is by the growth in life of the believers. Furthermore, the entire building of
God’s house as His temple, His sanctuary, is in Christ the Lord. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 2229-2231)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 6
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WEEK 8 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life...

17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

In 2 Timothy 2:19 Paul declares, “..The firm foundation of God stands,
having this seal, The Lord knows those who are His, and, Let everyone who
names the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness.”..The foundation
here does not refer to Christ as the foundation of the church but to the church
as the foundation of the truth [cf. vv. 15, 18, 25]. This corresponds with the
base of the truth, which holds the truth (1 Tim. 3:15), especially the truth of the
resurrection of Christ (Acts 4:33).

The church is built with the divine life in Christ, a life that is indestructible,
unconquerable (Heb. 7:16; Acts 2:24), and able to withstand decline into death
from any source. Hence, the church is the firm foundation of God that stands
forever against any heresy. No matter what kind of heresies may come in or
how extensively the gangrene may spread, this firm foundation stands. (Life-
study of 2 Timothy, second edition, pp. 31-32)

Today’s Reading

The Lord’s recovery is mainly founded upon four pillars: the truth, life, the
church, and the gospel. The reason Christianity is degraded is that it has lost
the truth and is short of life. The Bible tells us that the Lord Himself is the truth
and the life. In John 14:6 the Lord Jesus said, “I am the way and the reality and
the life.” In this verse the reality is the truth. Thus, the Lord said that He Himself
is the life and the truth.

Both the truth and the life are the Lord Himself, but they are two different
aspects of what He is. The difference is that the truth is an outward definition
and explanation, and life is the inward and intrinsic content. The Lord is in us
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as our life, but the experience of life needs an explanation. This explanation
is the truth. If we receive the Lord according to this explanation, we have life.
Hence, in order to experience and enjoy the Lord as life, we must know the
truth. The experience of the Lord as life is contained in the Lord as the truth. If
we are not clear about the truth and do not understand or know the truth, we
will have no way to enjoy the Lord as our life. For this reason we must spend an
adequate amount of time to learn the truth.

The Lord has not left us in darkness. Today all His truths are contained in
the Bible...We must realize that the Bible is a book of life. The reason the Bible
is a book of life is that its entire content is truth. All experienced Christians
confess that no one can enjoy Christ as life if he does not know the Bible or
understand the truth in the Bible..We must come to the Bible to receive the
truth that is in it if we want to receive and enjoy the Lord as life. All the truths
in the Bible are food for our spiritual life. All the knowledge contained in the
Bible is in fact truth, and in this truth, life is concealed. When we read the Bible,
if we study only the letter but not the intrinsic truth within, we will not receive
life. Hence, every Bible reader has to see the truth that is conveyed through the
letter of the Word. Once we see the truth, we will spontaneously touch life. The
Life-studies have been published to help us enter into the depths of the letter of
the Word...The Life-studies bring us into the biblical truths, from which we may
receive the genuine life supply.

Today the Lord’s recovery is a recovery of the truth and of life. We all know
that the decline of Christianity is due to the fact that it has lost both the truth
and life. This loss of the truth and life eventually produced many human
methods and worldly organizations, which are not what the Lord wants. The
Lord does not want any organization or human method. Instead, He wants
His church to know Him as the truth and to receive and enjoy Him as life. The
entire content of the church must be the growth of Christ in us as truth and life.
(CWWL, 1984, vol. 5, “Truth, Life, the Church, and the Gospel—the Four Great
Pillars in the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 415-416)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “Reading the Bible to See Its True
Meaning and Central Thought,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 8 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

John 18:37 ...Jesus answered, You say that I am a king. For this I have
been born, and for this I have come into the world, that I would testify to
the truth...

1 Tim. 3:15 ...The house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and base of the truth.

[ hope that the standard of truth will be constantly raised higher among the
churches in the Lord’s recovery. We cannot remain in the shallow gospel truths
such as peace and prosperity, Christ’s incarnation to save sinners, His crucifixion
to accomplish redemption, and God'’s love for the world. Although these things are
right, they are still elementary, basic, and beginning truths. We must go up to the high
peak..When many people were young, they did not understand such truths as the
essential Spirit, the economical Spirit, or the dispensing of the Triune God, but now
the young people all speak about these things, and their speaking is true and logical.

May we all be able to perfect the young people in the truth and encourage them
to enter into the depths of the Word. This is why we have a burden to recommend
and promote the Life-study messages. (CWWL, 1984, vol. 5, “Truth, Life, the Church,
and the Gospel—the Four Great Pillars in the Lord’s Recovery,” pp. 368-369)

Today’s Reading

Paul speaks [metaphorically] of the church as “the pillar and base of the
truth” [1 Tim. 3:15]. The pillar supports the building, and the base holds the
pillar. The church is such a supporting pillar and holding base of the truth...The
truth is the reality and the contents of God’s New Testament economy. This
economy is composed of two mysteries: Christ as the mystery of God (Col.
2:2) and the church as the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4). Christ and the church,
the Head and the Body, are the contents of the reality of God’s New Testament
economy. The church is the supporting pillar and holding base of all these
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realities. A local church should be such a building that holds, bears, and testifies
the truth, the reality, of Christ and the church.

To God, the church has the function to bear all that God is as the reality, the
truth, of the universe...The church is not for holding doctrines but for holding
the reality of all that God is. In the universe, only God is reality; all that He is, is
reality, which is borne by the church. We are here as the church, the house and
household of God, holding the reality of all that God is.

The truth borne by the church is the Triune God, having Christ as the
embodiment, center, and expression, to produce the church as the Body of
Christ, the house of God, and the kingdom of God (Col. 2:9; Eph. 1:22-23;
4:16; 1 Tim. 3:15; John 3:3, 5). The truth, the reality, is Christ, and Christ is the
embodiment of God. The church bears Christ as the reality. The church testifies
to the whole universe that Christ, and Christ alone, is the reality (1:14,17;
14:6). As the pillar and base of the truth, the church bears the reality of the
Triune God.

In Greek the word truth in 1 Timothy 3:15 denotes something real and
solid...However, truth is not simply a solid reality but also the expression of
this reality. Truth is not vain doctrine; it is the expression of reality, doctrine
constituted with reality and conveying that reality. The church is the pillar
bearing the truth, that is, bearing the expression of the reality.

The reality borne by the church is revealed in 1 Timothy 3:16: “Confessedly,
great is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh, / Justified
in the Spirit, / Seen by angels, / Preached among the nations, / Believed on
in the world, / Taken up in glory.” The truth in verse 15, the expression of the
reality, is the mystery of godliness in verse 16..The mystery of godliness is God
manifested in the flesh. When Christ was on earth, He was God manifested in
the flesh...God was reality, and Jesus as a man in the flesh was the manifestation
of God. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3671-3672)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Three, vol. 4, Isn. 57
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WEEK 8 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Titus 1:1 Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ according to
the faith of God’s chosen ones and the full knowledge of the truth, which
is according to godliness.

1 Tim. 2:4 Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the full
knowledge of the truth.

Reality comes from knowledge of the Bible plus heavenly enlightenment and
personal experience...To see the reality, we first need to spend time in the Word
to be nourished and to become familiar with the doctrines of the Bible. The
basis for enlightening is our knowledge of the doctrines. Then we need to daily
walk in Christ, looking to Him for enlightenment...Once we see the reality by
the Lord’s light, the reality will become our experience. Then we will have life
and truth.

When every brother and sister is full of life and truth, the church will be
strong as the house of the living God and the pillar and base of the truth. This is
what is needed in the Lord’s recovery today. May the Lord have mercy upon us
all and grant us the sufficient grace to have the proper practice to be filled with
life and truth. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Recovery of Christ as Everything in the
Church,” pp. 287-288)

Today’s Reading

First Timothy 3:15 says that the church is the pillar and base of the truth.
The pillar and base of the truth is the entire church, including all the saints, not
only the elders and leading ones. In ancient times buildings were supported
by pillars or columns, each of which rested on a base. Paul referred to this
architectural feature to illustrate that the church is the pillar and base to bear
the truth. Most of the saints probably do not have a deep sensation that they
are responsible to bear the truth.
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To understand what it means to bear the truth, we may consider the example
of Paul in Galatians 2:11-14. Peter’s shrinking back from eating with the
Gentiles was contrary to the truth of the gospel, and Paul saw this...Compared
to Peter, Paul was a young apostle. However, Paul saw that Peter did something
contrary to the truth. Perhaps if we had been in Paul’s place, we would not have
rebuked Peter...Paul, however, wrote, “When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed
him to his face because he stood condemned” (v. 11). Paul rebuked Peter, for
although Peter was older and more experienced, at that instant Peter was doing
something that was not according to the truth. Paul was thus bearing the truth;
he was a pillar and base of the truth.

The Bible does not say that the apostles are the pillar and base of the truth.
Rather, [it] reveals that the church, which includes every believer, must bear the
truth. If every saint does not bear the truth, the church will not be strong but
will merely be a group of people who do not know and practice the truth but
leave everything to the elders. This is a poor church.

While a brother is speaking, all the saints need to discern whether or not
he is speaking according to the truth [cf. 1 Cor. 14:29]. If what he speaks is
not according to the truth, every saint should be ready to stand up and say
something to uphold the truth...In order for the church to be strong, every
brother and sister must know the truth.

Paul refers to “the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the
truth” [1 Tim. 3:15]...The church being the pillar and base of the truth implies
that every member of the church should know the truth. We need to make a
decision to learn the truth...For the sake of the spreading of the church to new
localities, there is a need of leading ones, some who can bear responsibility...If
we learn the truth and practice the truth in the daily church life, every
member will be able to bear some responsibility. Then wherever we spread,
there will be no problems; every local church will be strong. (CWWL, 1978,
vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian Life and the Church Life,” pp. 618,
620)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 2, “Crucial Principles for the Christian
Life and the Church Life,” chs. 7-8
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WEEK 8 — HYMN

In daily walk and in our meetings too
Meetings — Christ as the Center
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But tis for  Christ a - lone we're ga ther - ing.

2. Christ is the way and Christ the light of life,
In Him we walk and by Him we are led;
Christ is the living water and the food,;

Of Him we drink and we with Him are fed.

3. Christ is the truth, *tis Him we testify,
Christ is the life, ’tis Him we minister;
Christ is the Lord, tis Him we magnify,
Christ is the Head, and we exalt Him here.

4. Christ is the All in all to God and man—
With Him both we and God are satisfied;
Christ, the reality within the Church—
By Him are life and numbers multiplied.

5. By all the hymns and prayers we offer here,
Christ the reality we would express;
All the activities in fellowship—
Christ thus in operation manifest.

6. ’Tis in His Name we meet, in Spirit act,
With nothing in our mind to formalize;
"Tis by His pow’r we pray, in unction praise,
And with Himself in spirit exercise.

7. All things forgetting, cleaving unto Christ,
Applying Him until maturity;
Let us count everything but loss for Him,
For Him, our All in all, eternally.



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:

iy
ok

EYAN

H
3
=




% LA
Baegmm (=)
AP IR P AE Z B RE 69 BA 3L
FE L T75

FR RAT=15~16, HH—1. 14, H=9
Ao~ 17, £ 25, 40
[ B—. B_]
EAGEREARALATE—ANEE AR
W BA—IRAT =16, =9, #H—1., 14
— HHTARPHAG LT RAE N, 7R AET
b B AL —32 AT = 15 ~ 16:
| BEEU AR > RERT o TR B E AT — A
D MR REE T B RE Jt BB
B AR ik 2 ) e R R A A
a TERVEL AR B A SIS AR R 3 i SR A 2]
AR AZER ; FEEE MR EEA TR AR
B——4\ 58 6> F 24
b G WG HENEHF—HEmrHE=—=
H RN BT —EE T— 38 A 5 Arb
B R = i = 4 AT —FTU 10 ~ 11 -

O =FtHAEHKEEEREESRTIIKFE IOBME—SF1EH

Week Nine

The Function of the Church (2)
The Corporate Manifestation of God in the Flesh

Hymns: 976

Scripture Reading: 1 Tim. 3:15-16; John 1:1, 14; Col. 2:9; 1 Cor. 6:17;
7:25, 40

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I. God's manifestation was first in Christ as an individual
expression in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9; John 1:1, 14:

A.The New Testament does not say that only the Son of God was incarnated;
it reveals that God was manifested in the flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16:

1. God was manifested in the flesh not only as the Son but as the entire God—
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

2. The entire God and not only God the Son was incarnated; hence, Christ in His
incarnation was the entire God manifested in the flesh:

a.In His ministry in the stage of incarnation, Christ brought the infinite
God into the finite man; in Christ, the infinite God and the finite man
became one—John 8:58; 7:6; 12:24.

b.Through incarnation the divine incorporation—God in His Divine
Trinity coinhering mutually and working together as one—was
brought into humanity; Christ is therefore the incorporation of the
Triune God with the tripartite man—14:10-11.
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B.The Word, who is God, became flesh—1:1, 14:

1. Became flesh (v. 14) means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man—Rom. 8:3;
Phil. 2:7-8.

2.In the form of a man Christ appeared to people, yet He was God manifested in
a man—2 Cor. 5:16.

3.The God who the Word is, is not a partial God but the entire God—God the
Son, God the Father, and God the Spirit.

4.The Word is God's definition, explanation, and expression; hence, the
Word who became flesh—God manifested in the flesh—is God's definition,
explanation, and expression in the flesh—]John 1:18.

C. In Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily—Col. 2:9:

1. All the fullness of the Godhead refers to the entire Godhead, to the complete God.

2.Since the Godhead comprises the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, the fullness
of the Godhead must be the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

3. That all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily means that the
Triune God is embodied in Him—]John 14:10.

4. As the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead, Christ is not only the Son
of God but also the entire God.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II. First Timothy 3:15-16 indicates that not only Christ Himself as
the Head is the manifestation of God in the flesh but also that
the church as the Body of Christ and the house of God is the
manifestation of God in the flesh—the mystery of godliness:

A.Godliness in verse 16 refers not only to piety but also to the living
of God in the church, that is, God as life lived out in the church to be
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expressed:

1. Both Christ and the church are the mystery of godliness, expressing God in
the flesh.

2. The church life is the expression of God; therefore, the mystery of godliness is
the living of a proper church—1 Cor. 16; 14:24-25.

§ Day 5 & Day 6

B.God is manifested in the church—the house of God and the Body of
Christ—as the enlarged corporate expression in the flesh—Eph. 2:19;
1:22-23:

1. The manifestation of God in the flesh began with Christ when He was on
earth—John 14:9.

2. The manifestation of God in the flesh continues with the church, which is the
increase, enlargement, and multiplication of the manifestation of God in the
flesh—1 Tim. 3:15-16.

C. When a church is taken care of according to what is written in 1 Timothy
1—3, the church will function as the house of the living God for His move
on earth and as the pillar and base of the truth, bearing the reality of
Christ and His Body—3:15.

D.Such a church becomes the continuation of Christ's manifestation of God
in the flesh—Christ lived out of the church as the manifestation of God—
Eph. 5:32.

E. This is God manifested in the flesh in a wider way according to the New
Testament principle of incarnation—1 Cor. 7:40; Gal. 2:20:

1. The principle of incarnation is that God enters into man and mingles Himself
with man to make man one with Himself; thus, God is in man, and man is in
God—John 15:4-5.

2. The principle of incarnation means that divinity is brought into humanity and
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works with humanity—1 Cor. 6:17; 7:40; 1 Tim. 4:1.

3.The New Testament principle of incarnation is that, in Christ and through
Christ, the divine life and nature are mingled with the human life and nature
so that we and God may have one life and one living—1 Cor. 6:17; Gal. 2:20.

4, Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 7 in the principle of incarnation:

a. The principle in verse 10 is the same as that in Galatians 2:20: the
principle of incarnation—two persons living as one person.

b.In verses 25 and 40 of 1 Corinthians 7 we see the spirituality of a
person who is so one with the Lord and permeated with Him that
even his opinion expresses the Lord's mind.

c. If we are saturated with the Spirit, what we express will be our
thought, but it will also be something of the Lord because we are one
with Him—6:17.

F. The great mystery of godliness is that God has become man so that man
may become God in life and nature but not in the Godhead to produce a
corporate God-man for the manifestation of God in the flesh—Rom. 8:3;
1:3-4; Eph. 4:24.

G.Ultimately, God will be manifested in the New Jerusalem as the
consummated corporate expression of the processed and consummated
Triune God in the new heaven and new earth—Rev. 21:1-2, 10-11.
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WEEK 9 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 3:16 And confessedly, great is the mystery of godliness: He
who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels,
preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and
we beheld His glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father)...

The word godliness in 1 Timothy 3:16 means “God-likeness.” Hence, this
verse indicates that human beings may have the appearance, the expression, and
the manifestation of God. In the context of this verse, the phrase the mystery of
godliness means that God in His mystery can be manifested and expressed in the
flesh, in human beings. Godliness is God manifested in the flesh; the mystery of
godliness is God manifested in human beings. The transition from the mystery
of godliness to He implies that Christ as the manifestation of God in the flesh is
the mystery of godliness (Col. 1:27; Gal. 2:20).

God’s manifestation was first in Christ as an individual expression in the
flesh (1 Tim. 3:16; Col. 2:9; John 1:1, 14). The New Testament does not say that
only the Son of God was incarnated. Rather, it reveals that God was manifested
in the flesh, indicating that the entire God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—
was incarnated. Therefore, Christ in His incarnation was the entire God
manifested in the flesh. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3661-3662)

Today’s Reading

The Word, who is God, became flesh (John 1:1, 14)...The Word is God’s
definition, explanation, and expression. Hence, the Word who became flesh—
God manifested in the flesh— is God’s definition, explanation, and expression
in the flesh (v. 18). God was manifested in the flesh not only as the Son but as
the entire Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
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The expression in the flesh means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man (Rom.
8:3; Phil. 2:7-8). Christ appeared to people in the form of man (2 Cor. 5:16), yet
He was God manifested in a man. Christ lived in His humanity on the earth to
express God for thirty-three and a half years. He is God manifested in the flesh (1
Tim. 3:16).

When He lived on earth as the God-man, He did not live by His human life
but by His divine life. He lived a human life not by His humanity but by His
divinity. He lived as a God-man yet not by the life of man but by the life of
God. Hence, His human living was not lived out by the human life but by the
divine life. He lived by always rejecting His human life, by always putting His
human life under the cross...His human living did not express humanity but
divinity in the divine attributes becoming the human virtues. This is what
Paul meant in 1 Timothy 3 when he spoke of Christ as God manifested in the
flesh (v. 16).

The incarnation of Christ produced a God-man who lived on the earth not
by His human life but by His divine life. All His days on earth, He put Himself
on the cross. He remained on the cross to die so that He might live by God, not
to express man but to express God in His divine attributes becoming man'’s
virtues. This was the life of the first God-man as a prototype. Since today we
are His reproduction, we should live the same kind of life. To follow Jesus is
to live the life of a God-man, not by the human life but by the divine life, in
order that God may be expressed, or manifested, in the flesh in all His divine
attributes becoming the human virtues. This is the intrinsic significance of
what it is to follow Christ. As God-men, we need to live a life not by ourselves
but by another One, not by our human life but by His divine life, not to
express ourselves but to express His divinity in His divine attributes which
become our human virtues. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3662-
3663)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 363
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WEEK 9 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

John 14:10 Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is
in Me?...

God’s good pleasure, God’s heart’s desire, is to have many sons for the
expression of His Son so that He may be expressed in the Son through the
Spirit. For this purpose, God has manifested Himself, first in Christ as an
individual expression in the flesh and then in the church, the Body of Christ,
as the enlarged corporate expression in the flesh. Ultimately, God will be
manifested in the New Jerusalem as the consummated corporate expression in
the new heaven and new earth.

In Colossians 2:9 “fullness” does not refer to the riches of God; instead,
it refers to the expression of the riches of God. What dwells in Christ is the
expression of the riches of what God is. We need to see that the fullness of the
Godhead is the expression of the Godhead and that this expression is in Christ
individually. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 127)

Today’s Reading

Christ is the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead. This means that
the fullness of the Triune God dwells in Christ in a bodily form. The fact that the
fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily means that it dwells in Him in a
way that is both real and practical. This implies the physical body which Christ
put on in His humanity. It indicates that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells
in Christ as the One who has a human body. Before His incarnation, the fullness
of the Godhead dwelt in Him as the eternal Word, but it did not dwell in Him
bodily. After He became incarnate, the fullness of the Godhead began to dwell
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in Him in a bodily way. Thus, He is the manifestation of God, the individual
expression of God, in the flesh.

John 1:1 and 14 also reveal that God was manifested in Christ as an
individual expression in the flesh. Verse 1 says, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In verse 14, this
Word, which is God, became flesh. This refers to the incarnated Christ. In the
beginning He was not only with God, but He is the very God. The incarnated
Christ is God manifested in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16).

God being manifested in the flesh is God living a human life...The Lord Jesus
was a real, perfect man to express the complete God. He was God manifested
in the flesh to express the eternal, infinite, invisible, glorious, omnipotent,
omniscient, and omnipresent God through the mortal, finite, visible, inglorious
man, limited in power, knowledge, and presence. Mortal is versus eternal, finite
is versus infinite, visible is versus invisible, and inglorious is versus glorious.
God is all-powerful, all-knowing, and present everywhere, but man is limited in
power, knowledge, and presence.

When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He expressed the divine attributes
as His human virtues in all His actions. That expression of His virtues was the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Outwardly, people saw Him as Jesus from
Nazareth, but He was God manifested in the flesh..When the Lord left the
things in the tomb in good order, this was...a testimony of His resurrection
(John 20:7). When we exercise our spirit and do things in resurrection, this is a
display of our Christian virtues. These Christian virtues are expressions of the
divine attributes and are the manifestation of God in the flesh.

If we do things in resurrection, many virtues will be exhibited, and those
virtues will be the expression of the divine attributes. Thus, what we do will be
a manifestation of God in the flesh. In the church life God should be manifested
in the flesh. Even though we are in the flesh, we should not live by the flesh. We
should live in and by resurrection so that God may live in our living, making us
Him in His attributes as our virtues for His manifestation. (The Conclusion of
the New Testament, pp. 127-128, 3663-3664)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 13, 161, 208
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WEEK 9 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Cor. 14:24-25 But if all prophesy and some unbeliever or unlearned
person enters, he is convicted by all, he is examined by all; the secrets of
his heart become manifest; and so falling on his face, he will worship God,
declaring that indeed God is among you.

First Timothy 3:16 begins with, “And confessedly, great is the mystery of
godliness.” The conjunction and in verse 16 indicates that Paul has not finished
speaking about the church in verse 15...[The church] is the house of the living
God and the pillar and base of the truth. Paul’s use of the conjunction at the
beginning of verse 16 indicates that the church is something even more than
the house of the living God and the pillar and base of the truth. The church is
also the mystery of godliness. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second edition, p. 56)

Today’s Reading

Godliness refers to God expressed. What are we doing in the church life?
We are expressing God. Human beings may not realize this adequately, but
the angels recognize it and appreciate it. When the Lord Jesus was born, a
host of angels praised God (Luke 2:10-14). If the angels rejoiced at the birth
of the Lord Jesus in Bethlehem, the city of David, will they not also rejoice to
see God manifested in the church, which is Christ’s increase and enlargement?
Furthermore, when the Lord Jesus, living out God and manifesting Him on
earth, confronted the demons, the demons cried out. In at least one case they
begged the Lord Jesus not to send them into the abyss (8:31)..No doubt when
the church is living out God and manifesting Him, the demons and the evil
angels will be terrified. Every local church must be a place where Christ is born
anew in the saints. Furthermore, every local church must live out God in such
a way that the devil’'s time is shortened. On the one hand, when the churches
come up to God’s standard, the angels will sing and rejoice; on the other hand,
the demons and the evil angels will tremble.
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He [in 1 Timothy 3:16] refers to Christ, who was God manifested in the flesh
as the mystery of godliness. The transition from the mystery of godliness to
He implies that Christ as the manifestation of God in the flesh is the mystery
of godliness (Col. 1:27; Gal. 2:20). This mystery of godliness is the living of a
proper church, and such a living is also the manifestation of God in the flesh.

The first part of 1 Timothy 3:16 speaks of a matter—the mystery of
godliness...The fact that Paul says “He who” implies that the mystery of
godliness is a person and not merely a matter...This person is Christ as the Head
with His Body.

Through incarnation and human living (John 1:1, 14), God was manifested
in the flesh. In the flesh means in the likeness, in the fashion, of man (Rom. 8:3;
Phil. 2:7-8). Christ appeared to people in the form of man (2 Cor. 5:16), yet He
was God manifested in man.

Christ was also “justified in the Spirit."...The incarnated Christ in His
human living was not only vindicated as the Son of God by the Spirit (Matt.
3:16-17; Rom. 1:3-4) but also justified, proved, and approved as right and
righteous by the Spirit (Matt. 3:15-16; 4:1). He was manifested in the flesh
but was vindicated and justified in the Spirit. He appeared in the flesh,
but He lived in the Spirit (Luke 4:1, 14; Matt. 12:28) and offered Himself
to God through the Spirit (Heb. 9:14). His transfiguration (Matt. 17:2)
and His resurrection are both justifications in the Spirit. Furthermore, in
resurrection He even became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17)
to dwell and live in us (Rom. 8:9-10) for the manifestation of God in the flesh
as the mystery of godliness. Hence, now we know Him and His members no
longer according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (2 Cor. 5:16). Since
the manifestation of God in the flesh is justified in the Spirit, and the Spirit
is one with our spirit (Rom. 8:16), we must live and behave in our spirit that
this justification may be accomplished. (Life-study of 1 Timothy, 2nd edition,
pp- 57-58)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Timothy, msg. 6
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WEEK 9 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.

1:22-23 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church, which is His Body, the fullness of the
One who fills all in all.

[In 1 Timothy 3:16] Paul also says “seen by angels.” Angels saw the
incarnation, human living, and ascension of Christ (Luke 2:9-14; Matt. 4:11;
Acts 1:10-11; Rev. 5:6, 11-12).

Christ was also preached among the nations. Christ as God’s manifestation
in the flesh has been preached as the gospel among the nations, including the
nation of Israel, from the day of Pentecost (Rom. 16:26; Eph. 3:8).

Furthermore, Christ has been “believed on in the world.” Christ as the
embodiment of God in the flesh has been believed on, received as Savior and
life, by people in the world (Acts 13:48). (Life-study of 1 Timothy, second
edition, pp. 58-59)

Today’s Reading

Paul concludes 1 Timothy 3:16 with the phrase taken up in glory. This refers
to Christ’s ascension into glory (Mark 16:19; Acts 1:9-11; 2:33; Phil. 2:9).
According to the sequence of historical events, Christ’s ascension preceded His
being preached among the nations. However, it is listed here as the last step in
Christ’s being the manifestation of God in the flesh. This must indicate that the
church too is taken up in glory. Hence, it implies that not only Christ Himself as
the Head but also the church as the Body are the manifestation of God in the
flesh. When a church is well taken care of according to the instructions given
in the first two chapters of 1 Timothy, with the oversight of the episcopate and
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the service of the deacons fully established, as revealed in chapter 3, the church
will function as the house and household of the living God for His move on
the earth, and as the supporting pillar and holding base of the truth, bearing
the divine reality of Christ and His Body as a testimony to the world. Then the
church becomes the continuation of Christ as the manifestation of God in the
flesh. This is the great mystery of godliness—Christ lived out of the church as
the manifestation of God in the flesh!

Although Christ was taken up in glory (Acts 1) before the preaching of Him
began in Acts 2, Paul mentions this last, not only after the preaching but even
after being believed on in the world. This indicates that “taken up in glory”
may include not only the ascension of Christ but also the rapture of the church.
The Head, Christ, was taken up before the preaching of Him began; however,
the Body, the church, will be taken up only after Christ has been preached
and believed on in the world. Therefore, in 1 Timothy 3:16 there is a definite
indication that this verse refers not only to the Head as the manifestation of
God in the flesh but also to the Body as the continuation of this manifestation.
This is indeed logical, for how can a person’s head function in isolation from his
body? The Head, Christ, has been taken up in glory, and the Body, the church,
will also be taken up in glory. Both the Head and the Body are the mystery of
godliness. This is the manifestation of God in the flesh. (Life-study of 1 Timothy,
second edition, pp. 59-60)

In order for the church to be the manifestation of God in the flesh, we must
live not by our self but by God. If we live by God and take God as our living and
our person, then when we come together, it will be the manifestation of God in
the flesh.

The church is a group of people who have been redeemed and regenerated
and who live by God. God is their life, their nature, their person, and their
living; when they come together, all the angels will say, “Confessedly, great
is the mystery of godliness: He who was manifested in the flesh.” This is the
church. (CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy Scriptures,” pp.
180-181)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 1, pp. 227-234
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WEEK 9 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:32 This mystery is great, but | speak with regard to Christ and the
church.

1 Cor. 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Not only Christ Himself as the Head is the manifestation of God in the
flesh but also...the church as the Body of Christ and the house of God is the
manifestation of God in the flesh— the mystery of godliness. According to
the context, godliness in 1 Timothy 3:16 refers not only to piety but also to
the living of God in the church, that is, to God as life lived out in the church.
Both Christ and the church are the mystery of godliness, expressing God in
the flesh...The mystery of godliness is the living of a proper church (1 Cor.
14:24-25). God is manifested in the church—the house of God and the Body of
Christ—as His enlarged corporate expression in the flesh (Eph. 2:19; 1:22-23).
(The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 3664)

Today’s Reading

The manifestation of God in the flesh began with Christ when He was
on earth (John 14:9). The manifestation of God in the flesh continues with
the church, which is the increase, enlargement, and multiplication of the
manifestation of God in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:15-16)...This is God manifested
in the flesh in a wider way according to the New Testament principle of
incarnation (1 Cor. 7:40; Gal. 2:20). The principle of incarnation is that God
enters into man and mingles Himself with man to make man one with Himself
(John 15:4-5). The principle of incarnation means that divinity is brought into
humanity and works within humanity (1 Cor. 6:17; 7:40; 1 Tim. 4:1). The great
mystery of godliness is that God has become man so that man may become God
in life and nature but not in the Godhead to produce a corporate God-man for
the manifestation of God in the flesh (Rom. 8:3; 1:3-4; Eph. 4:24).
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Although we were sinners, we have been redeemed out of our sinful position
and sinful situation...God has imparted Himself into us, making us one with
Him and also making Him one with us. First Corinthians 6:17 says, “He who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit.” This is the great mystery of godliness—God
manifested in the flesh. We are the same as God in the divine life, the divine
nature, the divine element, and the divine essence but not in the Godhead...God
is manifested in the flesh, but we need to realize that God can never be
manifested by the flesh. The flesh is merely the earthen vessel...The key to
God’s manifestation in us is our spirit.

In 1 Timothy 4:7 Paul goes on to tell us that we should exercise ourselves
unto godliness. To exercise ourselves unto godliness is to exercise our spirit
so that we may express the mystery of godliness—God manifested in the
flesh. This is indicated by Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 1:6-7, which says, “..God
has...given us a spirit...of power and of love and of sobermindedness.” Second
Timothy 4:22 tells us that the Lord is with our spirit. Since the Lord Jesus as
the mystery of godliness is in our spirit, in order to express and practice this
mystery, we need to exercise ourselves unto godliness by exercising our spirit.

Before we do anything, we should exercise our spirit. Then our spirit will
lead us, and whatever we do will be godliness, God manifested in the flesh.
This is the exercise unto godliness...Therefore, we must live, walk, have our
daily life, and have our whole being according to our spirit (Rom. 8:4). Paul
exhorted Timothy to pray for those “who are in high position, that we may
lead a quiet and tranquil life in all godliness and gravity” (1 Tim. 2:2). If
we are godly, it will affect the choice of pictures we hang in our bedroom,
the kind of clothes that we wear, our hair style, and our conversation. The
inward life of godliness has an outward expression. Such a manifestation
of godliness is a testimony and has an impact on those who meet us. In
whatever we say, whatever we do, whatever we wear, there should be
an impression that God is manifested in us. (The Conclusion of the New
Testament, pp. 3664-3666)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1977, vol. 3, “The Subjective Truths in the Holy
Scriptures,” ch. 8
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WEEK 9 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Rev. 21:2 And | saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

11 Having the glory of God...

We need to exercise ourselves unto the manifestation of God in our flesh
in all things. Paul compares exercise unto godliness to bodily exercise [1 Tim.
4:7-8]. Physical exercise benefits our health, but it is profitable only for a little.
It does not compare to the profit of exercise unto godliness. Exercise unto
godliness is profitable for all things.

After George Muller was saved, he became a godly man. The first thing he
did every morning was to read the Bible and pray, mingling his prayer with the
reading of the Word. Miiller’s practice to combine his prayer with his reading of
the Word of God no doubt contributed to his long life. The word of God washes
away our worries and anxieties and brings us joy. Practicing to receive the joy
of God every day through reading and praying over the Word will help us to
be healthy both spiritually and physically. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy
Word,” p. 194)

Today’s Reading

We can pray, “Lord, I am weak, but You are within me. Lord, help me,
strengthen me, stand with me, and empower me to exercise myself unto
godliness in all things.” In cutting our hair, we can exercise ourselves unto
godliness. In buying a pair of shoes, we can pray, “Lord, is this pair of shoes
suitable for the manifestation of God?” We need to pray, “Lord, does hanging
this picture in my living room manifest God?” If we pray in this way, the
Lord will speak to us and lead us in living a godly life. This is to exercise
ourselves unto godliness. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” pp.
194-195)
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In the church life there should be the manifestation of God in the flesh. In
order for this to be the situation, there must be in the church the glorious union
of God and man. Inwardly, we should have God, but God is manifested in the
flesh through a normal and proper humanity. All those in the church life— the
brothers and the sisters, the elderly ones and the young ones—should behave
in a way that is normal and fitting for their respective ages. Instead of pretense,
there should be a genuineness that is both human and divine.

The church as the house of God is the living God becoming flesh and being
manifested in the flesh. In the four Gospels God was manifested in the flesh
in Jesus as a single individual. But in 1 Timothy 3 God’s manifestation in the
flesh is in the entire church corporately. Not only is Christ the great mystery of
godliness, but in principle the church is also God manifested in the flesh.

Christ is the manifestation of God in the flesh, but so is the church..When
we meet together in the Spirit, God is manifested among us; this is the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Just as Christ the Head is the manifestation of
God in the flesh, so also is His Body. If the whole church is gathered together in
a proper way, and an unbeliever comes in, “falling on his face, he will worship
God, declaring that indeed God is among you” (1 Cor. 14:23-25). God’s presence
is known whenever the church meets together properly. We admit that we are
still flesh, but the God who lives in our spirit will be manifested, expressed,
in our flesh. This manifestation must be not merely individual but corporate.
Because the proper church life is the corporate manifestation of God in the
flesh, the church of the living God is the consummate mystery of godliness. For
the church to be the corporate expression of God in the flesh, everyone in the
church must be transformed (2 Cor. 3:18).

The church as the manifestation of God in the flesh is the house of God, but
the New Jerusalem will be the city of God, signifying that the New Jerusalem,
as the manifestation of God in the new creation, will be the enlargement and
consummation of the church to express God in eternity. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, pp. 3666-3667)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1978, vol. 3, “The Healthy Word,” ch. 5
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_ ~ . _— . Man, His dwelling, doth express. As the Spirit shineth bright!
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H B E I A Ay ;H $k WY i BEL 1 o From the throne of God, its center,
T IW 9 ﬂ o
. Flows the living water free;
T — o B He B R B R ;
F 7K f{ 2 E}: %’ ﬁ; ﬁ ;; o e }: Christ the tree of life doth flourish,
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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