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Week One

The Enjoyment of the All-inclusive Christ as 
the Unique Solution to All Problems in the Church

Hymns: 477 

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 1:2, 9; 2:9-10; 13:1-8; Jer. 2:13; Lam. 3:22-
24

§ Day 1 & Day 2

I.	 First Corinthians is a book on the enjoyment of the all-
inclusive Christ as the unique solution to all problems in the 
church; God's intention in His recovery is to recover Christ 
as the unique center of God's economy and as everything to 
us as our portion for our enjoyment—1:2, 9, 24, 30:

A.	We have all been called into the fellowship, the enjoyment, of Christ 
(v. 9); the word fellowship includes the thought of enjoyment; Christ 
is our allotted portion given to us by God for our enjoyment (v. 2; Col. 
1:12).

B.	In 1 Corinthians the apostle Paul's intention was to solve the problems 
among the saints in Corinth; for all the problems, especially the matter of 
division, the only solution is the enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ.

C.	We should concentrate on Christ, not on any persons, things, or matters 
other than Christ; we should focus on Christ as our unique center 
appointed by God so that all the problems among the believers may be 
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solved—1:9; Col. 1:17b, 18b.
D.	Our goal is the fullest enjoyment of Christ and the fullest gaining of Christ 

for the building up of the Body of Christ; this issues in our having the 
uttermost enjoyment of Christ as our prize in the millennial kingdom—
Phil. 3:14; Matt. 25:21, 23.

E.	We need to be those who are thinking “the one thing”; the one thing in 
Philippians refers to the subjective knowledge, experience, and enjoyment 
of Christ; the one thing is the pursuing of Christ to gain Him and possess 
Him—2:2, 5; 1:20-21; 3:7-14; 4:13.

F.	To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God's 
economy; God's economy is that we think the one thing; in the church life 
we need to help all the saints to think the one thing; our thoughts should 
be focused on and filled with the enjoyment of Christ for the church life, 
the Body life.

G.	First Corinthians reveals that God has given the all-inclusive Christ, with 
the riches of at least twenty items, to us as our portion for our enjoyment; 
the secret of the Christian life and the church life is for us to enjoy 
Christ—1:9:

1.	We need to enjoy Christ as the portion given to us by God—v. 2.

2.	We need to enjoy Christ as God's power and God's wisdom as righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption to us—vv. 24, 30.

3.	We need to enjoy Christ as the Lord of glory, even as the King of glory, for our 
glorification—2:7-8; Rom. 8:30; Psa. 24:6-10.

4.	We need to enjoy Christ as the depths (deep things) of God—1 Cor. 2:10.

5.	We need to enjoy Christ as the unique foundation of God's building—3:11.

6.	We need to enjoy Christ as our Passover (5:7), the unleavened bread (v. 8), 
the spiritual food, the spiritual drink, and the spiritual rock (10:3-4).
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7.	We need to enjoy Christ as the Head (11:3; Col. 2:19; Eph. 1:19-23) and the 
Body (1 Cor. 12:12, 24-25a; Eph. 4:15-16).

8.	We need to enjoy Christ as the firstfruits (1 Cor. 15:20, 23), the second man 
(v. 47), and the last Adam, who became the life-giving Spirit (v. 45), to be 
everything to us.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II.	 God is faithful in calling us into the fellowship, into the 
enjoyment, of His Son, but many times we are unfaithful 
to His calling us into His intention—1:9; Jer. 2:13; Lam. 
3:22-24:

A.	God's intention in His economy is to be the fountain, the source, of living 
waters to dispense Himself into us for our satisfaction and enjoyment; 
the goal of this enjoyment is to produce the church, God's counterpart, 
as God's increase, God's enlargement, to be God's fullness for His 
expression—John 3:29-30; Eph. 3:16-19, 21.

B.	The only way to take God as the fountain of living waters is to drink of 
Him and flow Him out day by day; this requires us to call on the Lord 
continually (with singing, thanking, rejoicing, praying, praising, and 
making God's saving deeds known to others)—Psa. 36:8-9; Isa. 12:3-6; 1 
Cor. 12:13; John 7:37-39; 4:10, 14; Rom. 10:12-13; 1 Thes. 5:16-18.

C.	Instead of enjoying God by drinking of Him, God's people were unfaithful 
to Him by committing two evils—“My people have committed two evils: / 
They have forsaken Me, / The fountain of living waters, / To hew out for 
themselves cisterns, / Broken cisterns, / Which hold no water”—Jer. 2:13:

1.	First, God's people forsook God as their fountain, their source, for their 
enjoyment; second, they turned to sources other than God that could not 
satisfy them or make them the enlargement of God as His fullness for His 
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expression.

2.	The hewing out of cisterns portrays Israel's toil in their human labor to make 
something (idols) to replace God; that the cisterns were broken and could 
hold no water indicates that apart from God dispensed into us as living water 
for our enjoyment, nothing can quench our thirst and make us God's increase 
for His expression—John 4:13-14.

D.	The evil condition of the wicked is that they do not come to the Lord to 
eat, drink, and enjoy the Lord; they do many things, but they do not come 
to contact the Lord, to take Him, to receive Him, to taste Him, and to enjoy 
Him; in the sight of God nothing is more evil than this—Isa. 57:20; cf. 
55:1-2, 6-7.

E.	Although we are unfaithful, God is faithful, but His faithfulness is not 
according to our natural understanding or concept:

1.	God is faithful to take away our idols; anything within us that we love more 
than the Lord or that replaces the Lord in our life is an idol—Ezek. 14:3; 1 
John 5:21.

2.	The outward peace in our environment, our personal comfort and ease, and 
our possessions can become idols to us to lead us astray; but God is faithful to 
take these things away so that we may drink of Him as the fountain of living 
waters.

3.	God is faithful in allowing us to have troubles so that we may learn not to 
trust in ourselves but in Him and so that He may lead us into His economy 
for us to enjoy Christ, to absorb Christ, to drink Christ, to eat Christ, and to 
assimilate Christ so that God may increase in us to fulfill His economy—Jer. 
17:7-8; 2 Cor. 1:8-9; John 16:33; 1 Cor. 10:3-4; 12:13.

4.	God is not interested in anything other than our enjoyment of Christ; we may 
think that because of our failure, we are hopeless, but with God there is no 
disappointment; our failure simply opens the way for Christ to come in to 
be everything to us, enabling Him to bring us on to maturity—Rom. 8:28-29; 
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Heb. 6:1a; Gen. 37:1 and footnote; 47:7 and footnote.

§ Day 5

III.	First Corinthians reveals that the way to enjoy the Lord is to 
love Him (2:9-10; 16:22) and to love one another (13:1-8a); 
the Lord's recovery is a recovery of loving the Lord Jesus 
with the first love (Rev. 2:4; 1 John 4:19) and of loving one 
another for the building up of the organic Body of Christ 
(Eph. 4:16):

A.	Our loving the Lord is the indispensable requirement for enabling us to 
enter into His heart and apprehend all its secrets and for our realization 
of and participation in the deep and hidden things God has ordained and 
prepared for us—1 Cor. 2:9-10; Matt. 22:37-38; Psa. 73:25; 116:1-2:

1.	The content of the church life depends on the enjoyment of Christ; the more 
we enjoy Him, the richer the content will be; but to enjoy Christ requires that 
we love Him with the first love—Rev. 2:4-5, 7.

2.	The degradation of the church begins with our leaving the first love toward 
the Lord; to love the Lord with the first love, the best love, is to give the Lord 
the preeminence, the first place, in all things, being constrained by His love 
to regard and take Him as everything in our life—vv. 4-5; Col. 1:18b; 2 Cor. 
5:14-15; Mark 12:30; Psa. 73:25-26.

3.	The very life that we received when we believed in the Lord Jesus is a person, 
and the only way to apply and enjoy this person is by loving Him with the 
first love; since the Lord Jesus as our life is a person, we need a new contact 
with Him to enjoy His present presence at this very moment and day by 
day—John 11:25; 14:5-6; 1 Tim. 1:14; John 14:21, 23; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rev. 
2:4-7; Col. 1:18b; Rom. 6:4; 7:6.

4.	We must be persons who are flooded with the love of Christ; the divine love 
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should be like the rushing tide of great waters toward us, impelling us to live 
to Him and love Him to the uttermost beyond our own control—2 Cor. 5:14.

5.	In order to love the Lord to the uttermost, we need to be those who desire and 
seek to dwell in the house of God all the days of our life, to behold His beauty 
(loveliness, pleasantness, delightfulness), and to inquire of God in His temple; to 
inquire of God is to check with God about everything in our daily life—Psa. 27:4.

§ Day 6
B.	Love is the most excellent way for us to be anything or do anything for the 

building up of the church as the organic Body of Christ—1 Cor. 12:31b—
13:8, 13; cf. 14:1, 3, 4b:

1.	“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up”; we may listen to the messages of 
the ministry and become puffed up with mere knowledge—8:1b; cf. 2 Cor. 
3:6.

2.	When the law of the Spirit of life as the law of love (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 6:2-3) is 
activated within us, our labor in the Lord is a labor of love (1 Cor. 15:58; 1 
Thes. 1:3), in which we support and sustain the weak (Acts 20:35; 1 Thes. 
5:14); the weak refers to those who are weak either in their spirit or soul or 
body, or are weak in faith.

3.	The Christ whom we love is the church-loving Christ (Eph. 5:25); when 
we love Him, we will love the church as He does; the church life is a life of 
brotherly love (1 John 4:7-8; 2 John 5-6; John 15:12, 17; Rev. 3:7; Eph. 5:2; cf. 
Jude 12a), and the Body builds itself up in love (Eph. 4:16).

4.	Our God-given, regenerated spirit is a spirit of love; we need a burning spirit 
of love to conquer the degradation of today's church—2 Tim. 1:7; Rom. 
12:10-11.

5.	Our love for one another is made real to us as we enter more and more into 
the experience and enjoyment of being blended together for the oneness, 
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WEEK 1 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Into the fellowship [in 1 Corinthians 1:9] denotes to partake of the 
fellowship of the union with God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and of the participation 
in Him. God has called us into such a fellowship that we may enjoy Christ as 
our God-given portion. This word, like the word in verse 2 concerning Christ’s 
being theirs and ours stresses again the crucial fact that Christ is the unique 
center of the believers for the solving of the problems among them, especially 
the problem of division. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, second edition, p. 23)

Today’s Reading

First Corinthians unveils to us that the very Christ, into whom we all 
have been called, is all-inclusive. He is the portion given to us by God (1:2). 
(Å ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÁÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÒÅÄÅÍÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÕÓ ɉÖÖȢ ςτȟ σπɊȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÇÌÏÒÙ ɉςȡψɊ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
(v. 7; Rom. 8:30). He is the depths (deep things) of God (1 Cor. 2:10). He is 
the unique foundation of God’s building (3:11). He is our Passover (5:7), the 
unleavened bread (v. 8), the spiritual food, the spiritual drink, and the spiritual 
ÒÏÃË ɉρπȡσȤτɊȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ (ÅÁÄ ɉρρȡσɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÏÄÙ ɉρςȡρςɊȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔÆÒÕÉÔÓ 
(15:20, 23), the second man (v. 47), and the last Adam (v. 45); and as such He 
became the life-giving Spirit (v. 45) that we may receive Him into us as our 
everything. This all-inclusive One, with the riches of at least twenty items, 
God has given to us as our portion for our enjoyment. We should concentrate 
on Him, not on any persons, things, or matters other than Him…It is into the 
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fellowship of such a One that we have been called by God. This fellowship of 
God’s Son became the fellowship that the apostles shared with the believers 
(Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3) in His Body, the church, and should be the fellowship 
that we enjoy in partaking of His blood and His body at His table (1 Cor. 10:16, 
21). Such a fellowship, which is carried out by the Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14), must be 
unique, because He is unique; it forbids any division among the members of His 
unique Body.

Fellowship…means that we and Christ have become one. It also means 
that we enjoy Christ and all He is, and that He enjoys us and what we are. As a 
result, there is not only a mutual communication but a mutuality in every way. 
All that Christ is becomes ours, and all that we are becomes His…We have been 
called into a mutuality in which we enjoy what the Son of God is, and in which 
we are one with Him and He is one with us. Elsewhere in 1 Corinthians, in 6:17, 
Paul says, “He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.” We have been called into 
such a oneness. In this oneness we enjoy what Christ is, and He enjoys what we 
are. You may say, “I certainly believe that we have been called to enjoy Christ. 
But how can it be true that Christ enjoys us? You may say that this is true, but 
) ПÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȢȱ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ#ÈÉÌÄȟ ) ÅÎÊÏÙ ÙÏÕ ÖÅÒÙ 
much. You don’t realize how much I enjoy you. Even when you are weak and 
low, I still enjoy you, for I am one spirit with you.”

In chapter 1, verse 9 is related to verse 2. In verse 2 Paul says, “With all 
those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is 
theirs and ours.” Christ is ours, and He is also theirs. He belongs to us and to 
all the other believers…The very Lord Jesus Christ upon whose name we are 
calling in every place is our Lord and their Lord, our portion and their portion. 
This means that all the saints have the Lord as their unique portion. The reason 
for this is that we all have been called into the fellowship of God’s Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Life-study of 1 Corinthians, 2nd edition, pp. 23-25)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Corinthians, msgs. 3-5, 16
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WEEK 1 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

The way the Philippians could make Paul’s joy full was to think the same 
thing, even the one thing (Phil. 2:2). According to the context of the entire 
book, the one thing must refer to the subjective knowledge of Christ and 
experience of Christ (1:20-21; 2:5; 3:7-9; 4:13). Christ, and Christ alone, should 
be the centrality and universality of our entire being. Our thinking should be 
focused on the excellency of the knowledge of Christ and the experience of 
Christ. Focusing on anything else causes us to think differently, thus creating 
dissensions among us.

The saints in Philippi were good, and the church in that city had been well 
established. However, there was dissension among them. Although they were one 
in spirit, they were not striving together with one soul. Although they all loved 
the Lord, they were not thinking the same thing…Out of heaviness of heart, [Paul] 
appealed to the Philippians to make his joy full by being joined in soul and by 
thinking the same thing. (Life-study of Philippians, second edition, p. 75)

Today’s Reading

Paul was pursuing toward the goal for the prize [Phil. 3:14]. Christ is both 
the goal and the prize. The goal is the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ, 
and the prize is the uttermost enjoyment of Christ in the millennial kingdom 
as a reward to the victorious runners of the New Testament race…To reach the 
goal for the prize, Paul was exercised to forget the things which are behind and 
to stretch forward to the things which are before.
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To be called upward is for the obtaining of the prize to which God has called 
us from above, from the heavens. This heavenly calling (Heb. 3:1) corresponds 
with the heavenly commonwealth in Philippians 3:20… This upward calling is 
to take possession of Christ, whereas the earthly calling to the children of Israel 
was to take possession of the physical land. We should see the fact that God has 
set up a goal and prepared a prize. We need to run a good race and to pursue 
Christ by forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, that is, the things concerning Christ and His Body, the 
church. Let us all forget the things behind and pay attention to the bright future 
ahead of us, a future of gaining Christ and experiencing Him to the uttermost in 
His Body. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 3512-3513)

In the church life we help all the saints to think one thing—the enjoyment 
of Christ for the church life. We all think of the experience of Christ for the 
Body life. To think something other than the one thing is to rebel against God’s 
economy. God’s economy is that we think the one thing. Has a certain brother 
offended you? You should not think about that offense, for God’s economy does 
not allow you to do so. If you think about the offense, you rebel against God. 
This is a serious matter. Murmuring is also rebellious. God’s economy does not 
allow us to murmur. To do so is to be disobedient.

If we are enlightened concerning reasoning and murmuring, we will say, 
“Lord, forgive my rebellion…I want to be obedient, obeying Your economy to 
think the one thing. Although certain ones have offended me, I do not want to 
think about the offenses. Instead, I want to think only of the enjoyment and 
experience of Christ.” To do this is to work out our salvation…To work out our 
own salvation is to work out [the] genuine oneness. When we are not in the 
genuine oneness, we are in some kind of hell. Thus, we need the salvation that 
is the genuine oneness. We need to be one not only in spirit but also in soul…
We need to think the one thing. When we think the one thing, we are one not 
only in spirit but also in soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, “The Experience of Christ,” p. 
363)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 4, “Crystallization-study of the 
Gospel of John,” msg. 13
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WEEK 1 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

God is the fountain of living waters [Jer. 2:13]…God’s purpose in wanting 
to be the fountain of living waters for His elect to drink is that He would be 
increased and enlarged.

God needs to be the fountain of living waters to His elect because He 
has an economy, and His economy is to produce a counterpart, a bride, for 
Himself. The purpose of God’s economy is that God would no longer be alone 
but would have a wife to be His increase, His enlargement, and thus to match 
Him as the Husband…John the Baptist, speaking of Christ, says, “He must 
increase” [John 3:30]. In the previous verse John had said, “He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom.” The increase in verse 30 is the bride in verse 29. 
The Bridegroom is Christ, and the bride is His increase, His enlargement. 
Just as Eve was the increase of Adam, being built from Adam’s rib, so God’s 
elect as the bride are the increase of Christ as the Bridegroom. (Life-study of 
Jeremiah, pp. 25, 27)

Today’s Reading

God’s economy is to have an expression of Himself. God does not want to 
express Himself by Himself alone; rather, He wants to express Himself through 
His counterpart. Although we are unfaithful, God is faithful. Lamentations 
3:23b says, “Great is Your faithfulness.” The chorus of a well-known hymn on 
God’s faithfulness (Hymns, #19) says, “Great is Thy faithfulness!…/ Morning 
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by morning new mercies I see. / All I have needed Thy hand hath provided…” 
We may understand what the Bible says and what this hymn says about God’s 
faithfulness either in a natural way or in a spiritual way…When some say 
that God is faithful, they mean that He is faithful to take care of their material 
needs. However, in 1 Corinthians 1:9 Paul says, “God is faithful, through whom 
you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” God is 
faithful in this matter, but He may not be faithful to provide you a large house 
or a well-paying job. I would not deny the fact that God is faithful in caring for 
our welfare. My point is that God’s faithfulness is not according to our natural 
understanding.

Consider the sufferings of the apostle Paul. He was called, commissioned, 
burdened, and sent by God, but wherever he went, he had troubles. For 
example, as soon as he began to preach Christ, he began to suffer persecution…
Does this mean that God was not faithful to Paul? No, it means that God’s 
faithfulness is not according to our natural understanding.

When we believed in the Lord Jesus, we might have expected to have 
peace and blessing. But instead we might have had many troubles and might 
have lost our security, our health, or our possessions. When some Christians 
experience such things, they may question God’s faithfulness and ask why He 
did not prevent hardships from happening to them. We need to realize that in 
allowing us to have troubles, God is faithful in His purpose to turn us from idols 
and bring us back to Himself. Our peace, safety, health, and possessions may 
become idols to us, and God is faithful to take these things away so that we may 
drink of Him as the fountain of living waters…God’s faithfulness is a matter of 
dealing with these idols and causing us to drink of Him.

God is faithful in leading us into His economy, and His economy is for us to 
drink Christ, to eat Christ, to enjoy Christ, to absorb Christ, and to assimilate 
#ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ (ÉÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌ (ÉÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
God’s faithfulness. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 26-29)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jeremiah, msgs. 4, 6; CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 4, 
“The Overcomers,” chs. 2-3
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WEEK 1 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

The evil condition of the wicked is that they do not come to the Lord to eat 
and enjoy the Lord (cf. Isa. 55:1-2). They do many things, but they do not come 
to contact the Lord, to take Him, to receive Him, to taste Him, and to enjoy Him. 
In the sight of God, nothing is more evil than this. (Isa. 57:20, footnote 1)

Instead of drinking of God as the fountain of living waters, Israel drank of 
their idols. Therefore, God used the Babylonians to deal with these idols and 
also to destroy Jerusalem and even the temple, which had become an idol to 
them. We need to see that we are not better than Israel. Anything can become 
ÁÎ ÉÄÏÌ ÔÏ ÕÓȢ "ÕÔ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÉÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÉÎÇ (ÉÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȢ )Î (ÉÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ 
He deals with our idols that we may drink of Him. We all need to drink of 
God as the fountain of living waters, receiving Christ into us and assimilating 
(ÉÍȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÍÁÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ (ÉÓ 
expression through His counterpart. (Life-study of Jeremiah, p. 29)

Today’s Reading

We may think that because of our failure, we are hopeless…Lamentations 
3:22-25…[was] written after the Babylonians had destroyed Jerusalem, burned 
the temple, and carried away many into captivity…Surely, the people of Israel 
ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÄ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ПÉÎÉÓÈÅÄȢ /Î ÔÈÅ 
one hand, Jeremiah was weeping; on the other hand, he was writing. In his 
writing he could say that it was of Jehovah’s lovingkindness that they were 
not consumed. He could say that they were still there and that God had not 
given them up. The princes, the prophets, and the priests had failed, but God’s 
compassions do not fail; rather, they are new every morning. Jeremiah could 
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even declare that Jehovah was his portion and that he hoped in Him, for He is 
good to those who wait on Him. Why is there hope in Him? There is hope in 
God because with God there is no disappointment.

We need to see that Israel’s failure opened the way for Christ to come in 
to be their righteousness. The situation is the same with us today. Our failure 
opens the way for Christ to come in. According to the prophecy of Jeremiah, no 
matter how evil and wicked Israel may be and no matter how often they have 
forsaken God to hew out broken cisterns for themselves, Israel will be restored. 
In the restoration of Israel, Christ will be their righteousness, redemption, 
and life (Jer. 31:33-34), and Christ will be exalted to be their centrality and 
universality. God will come in to dispense Himself into His elect as the divine 
life to be their life and life law with its capacity to know God and to live God. 
Eventually, they, like Paul and the believers in Christ today, will be a new 
creation.

Whereas God is faithful, we are neither faithful nor chaste but go to many 
other husbands. After failing God, we may receive some mercy and grace 
and therefore repent and weep…While we are repenting and weeping, God 
is rejoicing…After repenting, we should begin to drink of the living waters, 
praising God, giving thanks to Him for everything, and enjoying Him. This is 
what God wants. God is not interested in anything other than our enjoyment of 
Christ.

If we fail God today, we should not be disappointed. God has a way to deal 
with us. He has a way to cause us to mature and then to bring us into the New 
Jerusalem. God is patient, sympathetic, and compassionate, and He will take the 
time to make us mature. Every believer, whether presently weak or strong, will 
be in the New Jerusalem, and everyone there will be mature. Whether we seek 
God diligently or only a little, God has a way to make Christ our righteousness, 
our redemption, our life, our life law, and our life capacity so that we can be 
matured. (Life-study of Jeremiah, pp. 29-31, 29, 31)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, “The Enjoyment of Christ for the 
Body in 1 Corinthians,” ch. 3
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WEEK 1 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

To realize and participate in the deep and hidden things God has ordained 
and prepared for us requires us not only to believe in Him but also to love Him. 
To fear God, to worship God, and to believe in God (that is, to receive God) 
are all inadequate; to love Him is the indispensable requirement. To love God 
means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body, with the heart, soul, mind, 
and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him, that is, to let our entire being 
be occupied by Him and lost in Him, so that He becomes everything to us and 
we are one with Him practically in our daily life. In this way we have the closest 
and most intimate fellowship with God, and we are able to enter into His heart 
and apprehend all its secrets (Psa. 73:25; 25:14). Thus, we not only realize but 
also experience, enjoy, and fully participate in these deep and hidden things of 
God. (1 Cor. 2:9, footnote 3)

Today’s Reading

Life is not knowledge, it is not gifts, neither is it power. Life is a wonderful, 
unique, and strong person. Since Jesus as our life is a person, we must contact 
Him…You may have known Jesus for over twenty years and yet today miss 
(ÉÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȢ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ) ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× (ÉÍ ÊÕÓÔ ПÉÖÅ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÁÍ ÉÎ 
His presence. Thus, I get Him, and you miss Him. We must forget about our 
knowledge and past experiences. We even need to forget all that we know 
about Jesus. It means little. We need the present presence of Jesus. We need His 
presence at this very moment and day by day. We need the present person all 
the time, no matter how much we have known Him and experienced Him in the 
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past. We need a new contact with Christ all day, moment by moment. He is a 
living person within us, so we must contact Him. We must tell Him, “Lord Jesus, 
I love You! O Lord Jesus, I love You! I hate and repudiate myself. I put myself 
aside so that I may take You as my life, moment by moment and day by day.” 
(CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the Song of Songs,” pp. 
229-230)

In 2 Corinthians 5:14 Paul says that “the love of Christ constrains us.” 
Because the love of Christ constrained him, Paul was a person who lived to the 
Lord (v. 15). Another item which equips us to be the ambassadors of Christ is 
the constraining love of Christ. We must be persons carried away by the love of 
Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 Paul tells us that the dying love of Christ is like 
the rushing of great waters toward us, impelling us to live to Him beyond our 
own control…The love of Christ is as strong as a tide of water which overcomes 
ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÓ ÕÓ Á×ÁÙȢ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ПÌÏÏÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ 
to be constrained by His love so that we have no choice. We should be able to 
say, “I have no other way to go. I have to love the Lord because His love has 
ÃÏÎÓÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÍÅȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ) ÄÏȩȱ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÄ ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÃÏÍÅȟ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á 
choice as to whether we will receive them or not…We all have to be constrained 
by the love of Christ in such a way.

I must confess that I have prayed day by day for years that the Lord would 
show me His love so that I could be constrained by the love of Christ. I prayed in 
ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȡ Ȱ,ÏÒÄȟ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÁÉÎ ÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ 9ÏÕÒ ÌÏÖÅȢ / ,ÏÒÄȟ ПÌÏÏÄ ÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ 9ÏÕÒ ÌÏÖÅȢȱ 
All of us need to pray in this way. The young saints among us need to realize 
that although they love the Lord today, they are still at the crossroads of their 
Christian experience. There are many directions for them to choose, to take. 
4ÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ПÌÏÏÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 
they lose all the choices. (CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in 
the Spirit,” pp. 173-174)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1972, vol. 1, “Life and Building as Portrayed in the 
Song of Songs,” ch. 1; CWWL, 1967, vol. 2, “An Autobiography of a Person in the 
Spirit,” ch. 6
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

The end of 1 Corinthians 12 reveals that love is the most excellent way (v. 
31b). How can one be an elder?…How can one be a co-worker?…How do we 
shepherd people? Love is the most excellent way. Love is the most excellent 
way for us to prophesy and to teach others. Love is the most excellent way for 
us to be anything or do anything. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” 
p. 126)

Today’s Reading

The spirit that God has given us is our human spirit regenerated and indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit. This spirit is a spirit of love; hence, it is of power and of 
sobermindedness (2 Tim. 1:7). We may think that we are very powerful and 
sober, but our spirit is not of love. We talk to people in a way that is full of 
power and sobermindedness, but our talk threatens them.

0ÁÕÌ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÆÁÎ ÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔ ÉÎÔÏ ПÌÁÍÅ ɉÖȢ φɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ 
has given us is our regenerated human spirit with His Spirit, His life, and His 
ÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÆÁÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÉÆÔ ÉÎÔÏ ПÌÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÉÒ ÕÐ ÏÕÒ 
spirit so that our spirit will be burning. Romans 12:11 says that we should be 
burning in spirit…We must have a burning spirit of love, not a burning spirit of 
authority, which damages.

According to my observation…, most of the co-workers have a human spirit 
of “power” but not of love. We need a spirit of love to conquer the degradation 
of today’s church. We should not say or do anything to threaten people. Instead, 
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we should always say and do things with a spirit of love, which has been fanned 
ÉÎÔÏ ПÌÁÍÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ ÎÅÅÄÓȢ

Love prevails. We should love everybody, even our enemies. If the co-
workers and elders do not love the bad ones, eventually, they will have nothing 
to do. We must be perfect as our Father is perfect (Matt. 5:48) by loving the 
evil ones and the good ones without any discrimination. We must be perfect as 
our Father because we are His sons, His species. This is most crucial. How can 
we be a co-worker and an elder? It is by love in every way. We must love any 
kind of person. The Lord Jesus said that He came to be a Physician, not for the 
healthy ones but for the sick ones. The Lord said, “Those who are strong have 
no need of a physician, but those who are ill” (9:12).

The church is not a police station to arrest people or a law court to judge 
people but a home to raise up the believers. Parents know that the worse their 
children are, the more they need their raising up…The church is a loving home 
to raise up the children. The church is also a hospital to heal and to recover the 
sick ones. Finally, the church is a school to teach and edify the unlearned ones 
who do not have much understanding. Because the church is a home, a hospital, 
and a school, the co-workers and elders should be one with the Lord to raise 
up, to heal, to recover, and to teach others in love.

Some of the churches, however, are police stations to arrest the sinful ones 
and law courts to judge them. Paul’s attitude was different. He said, “Who is 
weak, and I am not weak?” (2 Cor. 11:29a). When the scribes and Pharisees 
brought an adulterous woman to the Lord, He said to them, “He who is without 
ÓÉÎ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕȟ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÒÏ× Á ÓÔÏÎÅ ÁÔ ÈÅÒȱ ɉ*ÏÈÎ ψȡχɊȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÁÌÌ 
of them left, the Lord asked the sinful woman, “Woman, where are they? Has 
no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do 
I condemn you” (vv. 10-11). Who is without sin? Who is perfect?…We should 
not consider that others are weak but we are not. That is not love. Love covers 
and builds up, so love is the most excellent way for us to be anything and to do 
anything for the building up of the Body of Christ. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, 
“The Vital Groups,” pp. 124-127)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, “The Vital Groups,” chs. 4, 8; 
Life-study of the Psalms, msgs. 11-12
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Two

The Joy of the Triune God Becoming Our Joy

Hymns: 717

Scripture Reading: Rom. 15:13; 14:17; John 15:4, 11; Gal. 5:22

§ Day 1

I.	 The Triune God is a God of joy:
A.	Romans 15:13 says, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace”:

1.	This indicates that joy is one of God's attributes.

2.	God is the God of enjoyment.

3.	In our experience, if we enjoy God as grace, we will have peace, and if we 
have peace, we will have joy.

B.	Christ is also joy to the believers:
1.	In John 15:11 the Lord said, “These things I have spoken to you that My joy 

may be in you and that your joy may be made full.”

2.	The context of this verse is the Lord's word concerning the vine and the 
branches.

3.	For us to be branches of the divine vine is a matter of joy—a joyful life.

4.	Our joy always comes from our abiding in the Lord, from our abiding in His 
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love.

5.	It is in this kind of life that we are full of joy.

6.	This joy is Christ Himself; when He abides in us, His joy abides in us to be the 
source of our joy that our joy may abound and become full and that we may 
live our days with joy.

§ Day 2
C.	There is joy in the Holy Spirit—Rom. 14:17:

1.	God wants us to enjoy Him and live for His purpose—Neh. 8:10; Eph. 3:11.

2.	The Triune God is a God of joy, and the apostles are fellow workers with the 
saints for their joy—Rom. 15:13; John 15:11; 17:13; Acts 13:52; Gal. 5:22; 2 
Cor. 1:24; Phil. 1:25; 2:17-18.

3.	We may experience the joy of the Lord's word being in our heart—Jer. 
15:16.

4.	A sweet thought revealed in the Word of God is that in Christ God has 
given Himself to us as grace to be our enjoyment—John 1:14, 16-17; 2 Cor. 
13:14:

§ Day 3 & Day 4
a.	In the first reference in the Bible to God's relationship with man, God 

presents Himself to man as food; this shows that God wants us to 
enjoy Him—Gen. 2:7, 9; Psa. 16:11; Jer. 15:16.

b.	God's desire is to give Himself to us to be our enjoyment—Neh. 
8:10.

c.	The secret to the Christian life is not how much we work for Him but 
how much we absorb Him and enjoy Him—John 15:4-5; Col. 2:6-7.

II.	 The joy of the Triune God is becoming our joy:
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A.	In His person Christ is our joy:
1.	If we abide in the Lord and keep abiding in Him by abiding in His love, we will 

be filled with joy—John 15:10-11.

2.	The Lord is recovering the matters that have been missed among most 
Christians, and enjoying the Lord is one of the most important of these 
matters—1 Pet. 1:8.

3.	The matter of eating and enjoying the Lord is based on John 6:57.

4.	The Christian living is a life of eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord day by 
day—v. 57; 1 Cor. 10:4.

§ Day 5
5.	In order for us to be faithful, normal, and proper Christians, the primary 

matter that we need to take care of is enjoying the Lord; this needs to be a 
vision to us—Prov. 29:18; Acts 26:19.

6.	Our spirit needs to take the lead in enjoying the Lord—Heb. 4:12:

a.	We must learn to directly use our spirit and let the soul be a follower 
of the spirit.

b.	Our spirit must take the lead aggressively in enjoying the Lord.

7.	In His prayer to the Father, the Son said, “Now I am coming to You, and 
these things I speak in the world that they may have My joy made full in 
themselves”—John 17:13:

a.	The fullness of joy is in the real oneness.

b.	When we are one in the Father's name by the Father's life, enjoying 
the Father together, we will have the Lord's joy made full in us—v. 13.

B.	In the church as the kingdom of the Son of God's love, we experience 
and enjoy Christ in His all-inclusiveness—Col. 1:12-13, 27; 2:9, 16-17; 
3:1, 4, 11:
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1.	Christ is our allotted portion, our good land—the divine inheritance for our 
enjoyment—1:12.

2.	Christ is the reality of every positive thing in the universe—2:16-17.

3.	Christ is the One sitting at the right hand of God—3:1.

4.	Christ dwells in us as our hope of glory—1:27.

5.	Christ is our life—3:4.

6.	Christ is the constituent of the one new man—vv. 10-11.

§ Day 6
C.	According to 1 Peter 1:8, the believers “exult with joy that is unspeakable 

and full of glory”:
1.	This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus, it is full of the expression of 

the Lord.

2.	By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we obtain great joy.

3.	The normal condition of a Christian is to have joy that is full of glory.

D.	Enjoying the Lord has many aspects, such as the joy of the Lord's 
presence (Psa. 16:11), the joy of living in the divine romance (S. S. 1:1-4), 
the joy of the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity (2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 
3:14-21), the joy of drinking of the river of God's pleasures (Psa. 46:4a; 
36:8b), the joy of knowing God's love (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 8:38-39), the joy of 
doing God's will (Psa. 40:8a), the joy of contentment in all circumstances 
(Phil. 4:11), and entering into the joy of the Lord in the kingdom (Matt. 
25:21, 23).

E.	A Christian should be a joyful person—joyful in the Spirit—Gal. 5:22:

1.	The Lord is our joy when we are in Him—Rom. 14:17.

2.	When we are abiding in the Lord, no matter what problem we have, we are 
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joyful, and any difficulty deepens our joy in the Lord—John 15:4.

3.	The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of joy—Rom. 14:17:

a.	If we are joyful, this indicates that the Holy Spirit in us is also joyful—
Gal. 5:22.

b.	There may be nothing in the outward environment to make us joyful, 
but the Lord who lives in us is our joy—Col. 1:27.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you that My joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be made full.

Romans 15:13 [indicates] that joy is one of God’s attributes. God is the God 
of enjoyment. In our experience, if we enjoy God as grace, we shall have peace, 
and if we have peace, we shall have joy.

In His person Christ is joy to the believers…The context of John 15:11 is 
the Lord’s word concerning the vine and the branches being an organism to 
glorify the Father by expressing the riches of the divine life (vv. 1-11). For us 
to be branches of the divine vine and to bear fruit to express the divine life is a 
matter of joy—a joyful life. If we abide in the Lord and keep abiding in Him by 
abiding in His love so that we may bear much fruit to express the riches of His 
ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ×Å ÓÈÁÌÌ ÂÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÊÏÙȢ /ÕÒ ÊÏÙ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
comes from our abiding in the Lord, from our abiding in His love, from our 
ÆÒÕÉÔȤÂÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÒÉÃÈ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Father. In this kind of life we are full of a joy that is actually Christ Himself. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 106, 575)

Today’s Reading

In John 17:13 the Lord Jesus again speaks concerning His joy being made 
full in the believers. In His prayer to the Father, He said, “Now I am coming to 
You, and these things I speak in the world that they may have My joy made full 
in themselves.” The fullness of joy is in the real oneness. When we are one in 
the Father’s name by the Father’s life, enjoying the Father together, we shall 
have the Lord’s joy made full in us. This is the reason that when we are truly 
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ÏÎÅȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÖÅÒПÌÏ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
inner joy.

In Philippians 3:1 Paul says, “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To 
write the same things to you, for me it is not irksome, but for you it is safe.” Here 
Paul charges the saints to rejoice in the Lord. His word indicates that rejoicing 
in the Lord is a safeguard, a security…There must have been a situation in 
Philippi that required a safeguard, some kind of protection. The situation Paul 
had in mind was the trouble caused by the Judaizers. As a protection from that 
trouble, Paul encouraged the saints to rejoice in the Lord.

In Philippians 4:4 Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice.” All believers need to rejoice in the Lord…This rejoicing affords us the 
strength for the oneness spoken of in Philippians 4:2 and 3. If believers are 
to think the same thing, it is necessary for them to learn to rejoice. Rejoicing 
in the Lord is also the secret of having the excellent characteristics listed in 
Philippians 4:5-9. If we would have the virtues found in these verses, we need 
to rejoice in the Lord. Therefore, rejoicing in the Lord is very important. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 575-576)

Whether the Lord’s joy can remain in us depends on whether we make the 
Lord joyful. If we do not love the Lord and abide in Him, if the Lord’s words do 
not abide in us, and if we do not obey the commandments given by the Lord, 
can the Lord be joyful in us?…Those who do not abide in the Lord often have 
a sad face and are without joy. At times they may joke around and appear 
joyful, or they may be joyful when they make money or get promoted, but in 
quiet moments they are not joyful. Therefore, they cannot render praises in 
the Lord’s table meeting or open their mouth in the prayer meeting, because 
the Lord in them is sorrowful and without joy (Eph. 4:30). However, if we 
love the Lord, learn to abide in Him continually, allow His words to abide in 
us, abide in His love, receive His commandments, and obey His words, the 
Lord’s joy will remain in us, and our joy will be made full. (CWWL, 1959, vol. 1, 
p. 374)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 53, 83, 382
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Rom. 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Gal. 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness.

Romans 14:17 says that the kingdom of God, which is the reality of the 
church life, is joy in the Holy Spirit. First Thessalonians 1:6 tells us that the 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ȰÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÆПÌÉÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÊÏÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢȱ 
Furthermore, Galatians 5:22 indicates that joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

!ÌÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÊÏÙȢ !Ó #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȟ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÊÏÙ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
the love of God and the divine life. Love comes from life, and joy comes from 
love. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of the divine life, the divine love, and the 
divine joy…Therefore, we may have joy in the Holy Spirit, a joy that is of the 
Spirit…If we are in the Spirit, we shall be joyful with God and praise Him. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 894-895)

Today’s Reading

The overcoming life that we live in the church today is the kingdom life, which 
is constituted of the joy of the Holy Spirit with righteousness and peace. If we 
are righteous and right toward others and toward God, we will have a peaceful 
relationship with others and with God. Thus, we will have joy in the Holy Spirit, 
proving that we are living in the reality of God’s kingdom and are under God’s rule 
and thereby have the practical church life. In Matthew 5, 6, and 7, in the decree of the 
constitution of the kingdom of the heavens, concerning the portrayal of the nature 
of the people of the kingdom of the heavens (5:1-12), the Lord Jesus concluded with 
this word: “Rejoice and exult, for your reward is great in the heavens.” This tells us 
that joy is an evidence of our living in the reality of the kingdom.
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We need to rejoice, but it does not mean that we wait for some pleasant 
things to happen for us to rejoice. The indwelling Lord is the cause of our 
rejoicing, and the Holy Spirit who moves within us is the motivation of our 
constant rejoicing. If we live in the fellowship of the Triune God and experience 
and enjoy the Spirit, we will have the joy that is brought to us by the Spirit. 
(Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, pp. 60-61)

A sweet thought recorded in the Word of God is that God is not only near us 
but that He has even given Himself to us to be our enjoyment. This shows the 
intimate relationship God has with us.

0ÓÁÌÍ ςσ ÉÓ Á ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÐÓÁÌÍ ÁÍÏÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȠ ÈÅÎÃÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ 
ПÉÎÄ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÍÙ 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȢ 'ÏÄȟ 
however, is not merely a Shepherd who leads us, protects us, and cares for us. 
God is more intimate than a shepherd. If He were merely a shepherd, He could 
care for us and shepherd us only in an outward way; He would be unable to 
enter into us to become a part of us. He could not become us. However, the 
Bible shows that God gives Himself to us for our enjoyment and works Himself 
into us. He can enter into us to be our life, our strength, our food, and our 
living water. He can meet the need of every part of our being. Those who have 
experienced God know that He is truly our enjoyment. We can enjoy God in His 
sovereign arrangements and provisions, and we can enjoy Him as the varied 
supply to our inward being.

When God is within us, He can supply the needs of our spirit, soul, and body. 
God can satisfy the needs of our spirit by supplying us from within our spirit. 
He can satisfy the needs of our soul, or our psyche, from within our soul. He can 
also satisfy the needs of our body by supplying us in our body. Although our 
God is invisible, untouchable, and intangible, those who have experienced God 
can testify that they enjoy Him in their spirit, in their soul, and even in their 
body. What a glorious blessing this is! (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, “How to Enjoy God 
and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God,” pp. 365-366)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 4, lsn. 43
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҅ ᴂҲל Ї ⅓ᴂ҅ל ᴑɼ ү
Ὴ Ї Ӏװ ᴂל ɼӀ ᴂל₴

Їᵜ ᴍẅ ɼӀҒ
ᴂל ү ЇӀӈ └

ᴂɼňӀל └

WEEK 2 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Gen. 2:9 And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in 
the middle of the garden…

John 1:16-17 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon 
grace…Grace and reality came through Jesus Christ.

)Î ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎ 
of a matter that sets an eternal governing principle for that matter throughout 
ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÁÙ Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
reference to God’s relationship with man in the Bible, God presents Himself to 
man as food. This shows that God wants man to enjoy Him. After God created 
man, He placed him in front of the tree of life so that man would enjoy the fruit of 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÒÅÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ 'ÏÄ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ÍÁÎȭÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÍÅÎÔȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÍÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ 
drink, and the object of this eating and drinking was God Himself. (CWWL, 1958, 
vol. 1, “How to Enjoy God and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God,” p. 375)

Today’s Reading

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He repeatedly revealed that He was food 
ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙȢ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ Á ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅȟ ɍÆÅÅÄÉÎÇɎ ПÉÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄ 
×ÉÔÈ ПÉÖÅ ÌÏÁÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ПÉÓÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÌÅÆÔ ÏÖÅÒȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
saw this, they thought that He was the greatest prophet, who would perform 
miracles among them and take care of them…This concept was absolutely 
wrong; hence, the Lord spoke a word to change their concept. He pointed 
out that they were seeking for food that perishes, food that is of no eternal 
value. He did not come to give man corruptible food, but He came to give man 
incorruptible food from heaven…The Lord explained that He is the food; He 
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ɼӀ ЇŅňᵶᴂ ᾩ ҅ᵣ
Ӏ Ғ Їň ӐԓᵶᴂЇ ү ╔

ԋɼ Ғ׃ ҿᵶᴂᵲ ֙Їňᵶᴂ
҅ᵣ∕ Ӏ ᵲᵶᴂ ɼ ᵶᴂ
Ї ᵶᴂ ɼ └ᵶᴂ ɼ

ָЇ Ж ҿ
ɼᵶᴂ └ Ї └ Ї

└ᵶᴂ Ї ᵶᴂ ԋ ɼņ

ᵶ ň ň ҅ҐЇᵶ Ї ָ҅
Ӑ Ї ֘ ЇŅ֘ Їᵶ
Їᵶ Ԑ ɼņ ֘ Ӑ Їӈ
ל ҅ ╦Ї ЇŅ֘
Їᵶ ֩ ɼ ҅ Ї

ᵶ֩ ɼň ӤҒ ᵶ Ԑ Ж
Ї ᵶ ╦Їᵲᵶ

ɼ ᵶ ֩ ɼņ

҅ ԋЇň ԋ ᵩЇ ᴂ
Ҳ Їҵҵ ῝Ї ɼЃ ҅ 14ɼЄ
҅ Ї ָ ╦Їָ װ Ж

ᵜ ҅үָ ň ɼň ӫ ň
֙ ָЇ ЇŅӀ Ї ᵲ־ӍКӀ Ї
ҏ ҅ Кņʍ Ӣ 16Їԑԑ 36ɼʎ

֙Ԑɼᵜ ᴂ҅ү ЕŅ
ה ҏ Ґ Їň ӈ ᵶᴂ Ї ֩ ɼ

҅ ɼ ɼ ɼ
ԋЇ ָ Ї ҙ ҵ ɼЃ 10ɼЄ ň

ᴠ ɼň ⅎ ᵶᴂɼ ᵲ
ᵶᴂ Ї └ᵶᴂ Ї ᵲᵶᴂ
Ї ᵶᴂ֩ ɼņЃ
҅Ӣ֒῍ ҅ῳЇ֒҅Ҏ ֒҅҈ ɼЄ

Е ᴰ ғ Ї ֒ ɼ

wanted to give Himself to them as their food for their enjoyment. It was as if He 
were saying, “It is not enough to know Me as the sovereign Lord who performs 
miracles…I am much more than these things. I will not only perform outward 
things…You need to know Me as the Creator who has come to be your food. 
) ÈÁÖÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ -Ù ПÌÅÓÈ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ -Ù ÂÌÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÄÒÉÎË ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ) 
ÃÁÎ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÙÏÕȢ (Å ×ÈÏ ÅÁÔÓ -Ù ПÌÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÉÎËÓ -Ù ÂÌÏÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȟ 
because this eternal life is just Me. If you eat Me and drink Me, I will enter into 
you, and spontaneously you will have eternal life.”

According to the Bible, after creating Adam, God did not say, “You must 
×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ -Å ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȟȱ ÏÒ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÓÅÒÖÅ -Å ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÙȢȱ /Î ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÒÙȟ 
after creating Adam, God placed him in front of the tree of life. God seemed to 
be saying, “Adam, come here. Just enjoy. I am the tree of life, and I am here for 
you to enjoy Me…I have no desire for you to serve or worship Me in this or that 
way. I only want to present Myself to you as food. My only desire is for you to 
enjoy Me.”

/ÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ×ÈÏ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ПÌÅÓÈȟ ×ÈÏ 
tabernacled among us, full of grace and reality (John 1:14). Again He was 
placed in front of man as the tree of life so that man could “pick” the fruit from 
this tree. No one, however, knew that they could pick from this tree. In the four 
Gospels those who came to Him asked what they should do and which was the 
great commandment in the law (Matt. 19:16; 22:36). This was all they asked. 
But His answer was always the same: “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven…I want you to receive Me, to enjoy Me. I am the tree of life. Life is in 
Me. I am life, and I have come that men may have life and have it abundantly 
(John 10:10). I am like the tree of life that was in the garden of Eden…I want to 
dispense Myself into you. I want to be your food to enter into you and be your 
very life. My thought is simply that you would enjoy Me.” (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, 
pp. 375-377)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1963, vol. 4, “The Life and Way for the Practice of 
the Church Life,” ch. 5
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ԑ Ɍ

῏ 57Ņ Ї Ї
Ї ָЇӤ ɼņ

╦ 4ŅӤ ԋ҅ Ж ₴
ԓ Ї ɼņ

ᴂ Ӏӈ װ ɻ ҿҲ ɼӀ ЇŅ
ᵩЇҿᵶᴂ Їᵶᴂ Їҿ

ɼ ЇӤ Ї Ї
Їᵶᴂ ṢЇ Ї

ҿ ɼņЃ ╦ ҅ 24 љ 25ɼЄӀ
ᴂЇ ῴ҅

ҿ ᴂ Ї ꜗ ҅⅓ɼ

ᴂ ҅ Ӏ ṢЇҒ ᾩ
ɻ Ї ҿ ᴂ

ꜗ Їᵲ ᴂ ֩ Ї ғ ᴂ
ɼ Ӏɼ

ӎЇӤ ӎɼ
Ӏɻ Ӏɻ֩ ӀЇ Ӏ

ғ ᴂ ɼҒ ҈ ҅ ᴰ
Ṣ Їӈ ҅ ɼ ᴂ

ָЇ Ṩ Ӏɻ Ӏ ɼЃ
҅Ӣ֒Ӣ ҎῳЇԑɔ῏ ԑɔ҈ ɼЄ

҅ ᴂҿ ᵲ־Ӎɼ ҅
ᾟ ҅ү Ї ҅ү Ї

ᴂ֩ ɼ ɼҒ ᵶҿ

WEEK 2 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the 
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

1 Cor. 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a 
spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ.

The focus of our remembrance of the Lord is our eating and drinking of 
Him. The Lord said, “This is My body, which is given for you; this do unto 
the remembrance of Me…This cup is the new covenant established in My 
blood; this do, as often as you drink it, unto the remembrance of Me” (1 
Cor. 11:24-25). The Lord’s words clearly state that to remember Him is to 
ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ (ÉÍ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ /ÎÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÈÁÓ 
accomplished.

Hence, every time we come to remember the Lord, we should not remember 
Him merely by meditating in our mind. We need to receive Him and all that 
He has accomplished in our spirit as our inward enjoyment and allow Him to 
mingle more with us. This is the true remembrance of the Lord.

4ÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÂÒÅÁÄȤÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 
living. The Christian living is a life of eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord day 
by day in order to allow Him to mingle with us. We should not do this merely 
ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅË ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄȤÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
should be our daily living. As saved ones, we live by eating and drinking the 
Lord. (CWWL, 1959, vol. 3, “Lessons for New Believers,” p. 144)

Today’s Reading

God does not intend for us to do anything for Him. As God’s children, we 
need to change our concept and see that God’s only desire is to give Himself 
to us to be our enjoyment. The secret of the Christian life is not how much we 
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ᵲԋ Їӈ ᵶ֩ ɼňᵶ ҅ү
ɼň҅ ҅ᴌԐЇ └ᵶ Їῴ ֩

ɼ ᵶ ԋҿ Ї ԋ Їňᵶ ṢЇ
Ғ ֙Ԑɼᵶ ӥ└ ╦ ֩ Ї
ɼᵶ ԋ Ї Ғᴰ Жᵶ
ṢЇ Ғ ɼňᵶ҅ ЕŅӀ Ї ᾤ

ԋɼņӀ ЇŅňל ԋЇ ԋЇᵜ
ᵶ ү Ї Ғ ɼňᵶ ҅ Ї
ל Ғ ɼҒᾩ Ї ל└ ԋɻ ԋЇ ɼņ
Ӏ ɼӀ ᴂҿ ᵲ־ӍЇӀ
҅ү Ї ᴂ ӥ Ї֩ ɼ

҅үҿӀ Ӷ ָЇ Ғה Ẩ
Ґ Ӏ ɼ ᴂ ӥẨҐ Ї Ὶ
ᴌԐҏЇ ẨҐ ᴂ Ԑꜙɼňᵶ
Ї ⅎ Ї Ӏ Ї֩
Ӏ Ї ҅ү ɼ Ї

Ї Ї ֙ ɼ
ᴂ ֩ Ї ҅ү Ї ᴂ ҅ῴ֩ Ї

ɼ Ї ᴂ ҅ᵣ ԋ
Ї ҅ᵣ ҏ ᾩЇ ҅ᵣ ҏ

ԋ ɼ Їᵶ ᵫ ᾩ ϼ

ᾤᴂᵲ ЇӤ ᵲ ɼ
ԑ ῍ Ї ԑ ῍ Ғ ɼňְ ᾤ

ᴂЇňᵶ └ ╦ ṢЇᵶ ᴆ
Ї Ї Ї֩ Їᵶ ԋ҅ү Ї

ᵶ ԋЇᵶ ҏ ᾩ ɼ ҅ү ҏᵶ└
ԋ ԑ ῍ Їԑ ῍ ᾤ ЇŅňᵶ

ᵣ ԋЇҒ Їӈ
ᾩ ɼ҅ל ₉ ЇӀ ₴ ԋɼņň
ү ɼЃ ҅Ӣ֒῍ ҅ῳЇ
֒ԑ҈ ֒ԑӢ ɼЄ

Е Ḫ Ї ҈ ɼ

work for Him, but how much we enjoy Him…We must learn this secret.. We 
need to learn to simply turn our inner being to enjoy God. When we pray, there 
ÉÓ ÎÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓȣ7Å ÎÅÅÄ 
to learn to come to God to enjoy and absorb Him, and forget about everything, 
even a child’s illness. If we forget, the Lord will not forget…The more we want 
Him to come and take care of a matter, the more He does not come. He knows 
our “Lazarus” is sick, but He does not answer our prayer…The more we insist, 
ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ (Å ×ÁÉÔÓ ÕÎÔÉÌ Ȱ,ÁÚÁÒÕÓȱ ПÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÄÉÅÓȟ ÉÓ ÂÕÒÉÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÉÎËȢ 
This is the Lord. He has no intention for us to do anything for Him. His only 
intention is that we learn to absorb and enjoy Him.

Martha was always busy for the Lord. She did not know how to stop and 
absorb the Lord. We must learn to stop ourselves. In particular, when we 
pray, we must learn to stop our involvement in so many affairs…Whether our 
prayer is for half an hour or only ten minutes, we should absorb and enjoy the 
Lord. We should feed on Him until we are full. Let the children be sick. Let the 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎȢ ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ËÎÏ×Ó ÁÌÌ 
about these things. We should enjoy Him and be fed by Him. We should simply 
ÅÎÊÏÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÂÓÏÒÂ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ )Æ ×Å ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
God, and our face will shine. We will be full of the Lord’s presence. What a glory 
this will be!

Some elders are sorrowful elders. When they consider hall twenty-eight, 
they shake their head…When they come to the Lord in the morning, they 
should behold His beauty, absorb Him, receive Him, and enjoy Him. As they are 
ÆÅÄ ÂÙ (ÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÍȟ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÃÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÈÉÎÅȢ 4ÈÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÖÉÓÉÔ 
hall twenty-eight in the evening, all the brothers and sisters…will marvel at the 
shining face and say, “The countenance of this elder has changed. His face is no 
longer sad but shining. When he stands up to speak, the Lord is expressed.”…
This is what it means to be a Christian. (CWWL, 1958, vol. 1, How to Enjoy God 
and How to Practice the Enjoyment of God, pp. 384-385)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1988, vol. 2, “Messages Given to the Working 
Saints,” ch. 7
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ԑ Ɍ ֒

12Ņ ҿ Ї ꜗ Ї
҅⅓ҩΩ ╪ ⌐Ї ῇɻ╓װ █

ғ Ї ғ Ї Ҳ Ӏ
ɼņ

҅ 46 љ 47Ņ ⌐֘ Ї Ӏҿ Ї
װ Ӏҿӕɼņ

ᴂ ֩ Ӏɼňʍ ꜘ҅ ῏
҈ ʎ Ӏ ֩ Ї Ӏ ֩ ҲЇ

ᴂ ɼ ᾨЇ ⌐֘ װ ҿӕЖ
Ї Ӏҿ ɼ Ї

₴ ɼᵜא ᴂ ᾨᶕ
ᴂ ɼ ᴂ ӥ ᶕ ᴂ Ї
ᵲ ɼ ᴂ ֩ Ӏ Ԑҏ

ɼ ᴂ ᴂ Їᶕ ᵲ
ɼЃ ҅Ӣ҈Ӣ ҅ῳЇ҈Ӣ҈ ɼЄ

҅ ԑ ЇŅ Ї ᵶᴂ

ᾩҲ ⅎ ᴭ ⅎɼņňⅎ ᴭ

ⅎӈ ɼ Ҳⅎ װ ∆ָ

ⅎЇ Ӥ ⅎ Ḫ ⅎɼ Ї

ᴂ ⅎԓ ᵲ ᴂ ⅎЇ

֥ҟɼ

ᴂ Ї ֩ ᴌԐЇ ҿ

Ғ ᴂ ɼ ᴂ Ї ᴂ

ӀӐ Ї ҿ ᵲ֙ԐЇ ӥ Ҳῗ

WEEK 2 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit 
and of joints and marrow, and able to discern the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.

has exulted in God my Savior.

/ÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄ ÉÎ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȣɍ,ÕËÅ ρȡτφȤτχ ÉÓɎ 
describing the enjoyment of the Lord, and in the enjoyment of the Lord, our 
spirit has to take the lead. First, Mary’s spirit exulted in God; then her soul 
ÍÁÇÎÉПÉÅÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ (ÅÒ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÅÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÅÒ ÓÏÕÌȢ "ÕÔ ÔÏÄÁÙ ×Å ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌ ПÉÒÓÔȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÏ 
ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÕÓÅ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌ ÂÅ Á ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ /ÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÍÕÓÔ 
ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄ ÁÇÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÉÎ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ /ÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÕÂÄÕÅ ÏÕÒ 
soul to make the soul its follower. (CWWL, 1979, vol. 1, “Basic Lessons on Life,” 
pp. 593-594)

Today’s Reading

#ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓ ρȡρς ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ'ÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ 
a share of the allotted portion of the saints in the light.”…The allotted portion 
of the saints refers to Christ. Just as the good land of Canaan was the portion 
ÁÌÌÏÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÌÌÏÔÔÅÄ 
portion of the New Testament believers. Thus, we need to possess Him and 
partake of Him as our heavenly allotment, our heavenly portion.

We need a revelation to see the matter of the enjoyment of Christ, because 
ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔȢ /ÕÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ×Å 
receive the Lord, we need to do something for Him and learn many doctrines 
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ӓ ɼָ ӀӐ Ṩ ֩ Ӏ

ל Ж Ḫ

ɼň ᴂ ҿ Ḫɻ ɻ Ї

ӐꜙҒ Ї ֩ Ӏɼ ҿ ᴂ

ɼ ᴂῠ ᾟ Ї Ӥ

Ԑ Їᵜ Ғ ᴂ ᾨ ῗ⅓ Ԑɼ҅ү

ԋ Ӑ ЇӀ ӈ ῠ ɼ

Їᵜ ῠ

ɼ Їא ᴶ ҲЇָ

ԓ ῠɼ

ḪӀ Ї Ḫ ֩

ɼא Ḫ Ї Ғ ᴂל Ғ

Ї ῠҒ Ї Ӕ ῠɼ ᾥ

Ї Ғ ɼ Їלᴂ

ῚלḪ ԋ ɼ

ᴂא Ї ҿ ᴂ ɼ ᴂ

֩ה ῠɼ ᴂ ֩ Ї

Ғᴰ ᴑᵫ ɼ ӈ ᴂל

ɼҍ Ғ֩ Ї ᴰғ ₴ ɼ ᴰ

Ӥ ҅ ɼ ᴂ ֙ ᴰ ᾤ Ї

ᾥⅎ ֩ ЖҒ Ї ᴂ ᴰ ᴰ

₴ ɼ ᴂ ҅ Ї ֩ ɼ

ᴂ֩ Ї ᴂ ᾣ Ņ

ņ ᴰ Ї ᴂ Ӕ ҅⅓ ᾣ

ל ɼ Ї ᴂ ”ԋɼ

ЇẐᶕ ᴂẨ ֩ Ї҅ Ӑ Ї ᴂ ᴰ

ɼ ᴂ ῠЇ ᴂ
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ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ (ÉÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÅ× ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ 
that after he has received the Lord, he needs to continue his Christian life by 
enjoying the Lord…In order for us to be faithful, normal, and proper Christians, 
the primary matter that we need to take care of is not learning doctrines but 
enjoying the Lord. This needs to be a vision to us. When the sisters are raising 
their children, although they need to teach them many things, teaching is not 
their primary concern. After a sister has given birth to a child, her main focus is 
to feed her child. Although the education of the child is necessary, feeding is the 
child’s basic need. However, in traditional Christianity today more attention is 
paid to teaching than to feeding.

I believe that in His recovery the Lord will recover the believers’ enjoyment 
of Christ. The reason many believers are weak today is not that they are short 
of teaching but that they are malnourished, short of nourishment. Many 
Christians are full of knowledge, yet they have little growth in life. Hence, they 
are full of criticism toward other believers.

Today we have many problems because we are short of Christ. We are short 
of the nourishment that comes from enjoying Christ. If we enjoy Christ day by 
day, we will not have any problems. The reason spouses have arguments with 
each other is that they are short of Christ. If a husband does not enjoy Christ, 
sooner or later he will run into problems with his wife. It is the same in the 
church life. As brothers and sisters in the church life, we need to adequately 
enjoy Christ; otherwise, we will have problems in the church life. The unique 
solution to all our problems is to enjoy Christ. When we enjoy Christ, all the 
negative elements and “germs” in our being are swallowed up, and our lack of 
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÖÉÔÁÍÉÎÓ ÉÓ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ÕÐȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȟ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ 
problems are solved. However, if we stop enjoying Christ, after a week we will 
have many kinds of spiritual diseases. Christ is our daily nourishment, and we 
need to taste, eat, and partake of Him in a daily way. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, pp. 
188-190)

Further Reading: Life-study of Hebrews, msg. 46; Truth Lessons—Level 
Three, vol. 4, lsn. 55; Truth Lessons—Level Two, vol. 3, lsn. 32
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing 
Him at present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and 
full of glory.

Phil. 4:11…I have learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to be content.

The Lord is with us today (Matt. 28:20) but in a hidden, veiled way. His 
coming back will be His revelation, when He will be seen openly by all. 
Although we have never seen the Lord Jesus, we love Him. At present we cannot 
see Him, yet we believe in Him…We love Him whom we have not seen because 
of believing, that is, because of the faith that has been infused into us through 
our hearing of the living word (Gal. 3:2).

According to 1 Peter 1:8, the believers “exult with joy that is unspeakable 
and full of glory.”…This joy is immersed in the Lord as glory; thus, it is full 
of the expression of the Lord. This joy is also unspeakable; it is a joy that is 
beyond our ability to utter…By believing into the Lord and loving Him, we 
obtain great joy. The normal condition of a Christian is to “exult with joy that 
is unspeakable and full of glory.” (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 
3854-3855)

Today’s Reading

Romans 14:17 says, “The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Righteousness 
is toward ourselves, peace is toward others, and joy is toward God in the 
Holy Spirit. We need to be joyful in the spirit. A Christian must be a joyful 
person. This does not mean that our circumstances will be wonderful. 
It may actually mean that we are in a “furnace,” like the three friends of 
Daniel (Dan. 3:19-20, 25). They were in the blazing furnace, but they were 
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ÓÔÉÌÌ ÊÏÙÆÕÌȢ /ÕÒ ÓÕÒÒÏÕÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÍÉÓÅÒÁÂÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ 
we ourselves must be joyful. If between us and God there is no joy, we are 
wrong. If we are right with God, there will always be joy, even if we are 
suffering. When the apostles Paul and Silas were put into prison, their 
surroundings were terrible, but they were joyful (Acts 16:23-25). To their 
feeling they were not in the jail but in God. To them, the jail was simply the 
representative of God, and they were in Him (Eph. 4:1). Therefore, they 
were joyful.

When we are burning in our spirit and joyful in the Holy Spirit, we enjoy 
God, reign as kings in life, walk in newness of life, and serve in newness of 
spirit. In our service we will not give people a feeling of oldness. Rather,…we 
×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ Á ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÆÒÅÓÈÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅ×ÎÅÓÓȢ /ÕÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÎÅ× ÁÎÄ 
fresh requires that we walk in the spirit and according to the spirit, set our 
mind on our spirit, be burning in spirit, and be joyful in the Holy Spirit. In this 
way we will boast in God and enjoy Him as our portion. We will spontaneously 
reign in life as kings, walk in newness of life, and serve in newness of spirit…All 
the matters mentioned in…Romans 12 through 16, are the things we will enjoy 
in our spirit. When we enjoy God in a burning and joyful spirit, we have all 
these matters. (CWWL, 1966, vol. 2, “The Divine Spirit with the Human Spirit in 
the Epistles,” pp. 273-274)

Today the reason some of the elderly saints are so lively is that they have the 
eternal life in them…In particular, we see many elderly saints in the meetings 
who welcome people with smiles and are full of vigor. What is real in them is 
manifested outwardly. They have a life in them that is a never-aging life. When 
this life is expressed in them, it becomes joy, because our Lord is the Lord of 
joy. There may be nothing in the outward environment to make us joyful, but 
the Lord who lives in us is our joy. We are joyful when we sing, and we are 
even more joyful when we testify for the Lord. The more we open our mouths, 
the more joyful we are. Even by saying Amen or Hallelujah, our faces become 
glowing, shining, and full of joy. (CWWL, 1987, vol. 3, “Being Up to Date for the 
Rebuilding of the Temple,” p. 30)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 6



WEEK 2 — HYMN

 O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore
Comfort in Trials — By Rejoicing in the Lord
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2. O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore, 

When the darts of the tempter are flying, 

For Satan still dreads, as he oft did of yore, 

Our singing much more than our sighing. 
 

3. O let us rejoice in the Lord evermore, 

When sickness upon us is stealing, 

No cordial like gladness our strength can restore, 

For joy is the fountain of healing. 
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ԋ  ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Three

Dealing with Our Heart for the Growth 

of the Divine Seed of Life within Us 
unto Our Maturity in Life 
for God’s Building in Life

M. C. Hymns: 537

Scripture Reading: Matt. 5:8; 13:3-9, 18-23; Prov. 4:23; Jer. 32:39; 
Eph. 3:16-17

§ Day 1

I.	 We must deal with our heart in the light of the Lord's presence 
for the growth of the divine seed of life within us unto our 
maturity in life; the heart is the conglomerate of man's inward 
parts, man's chief representative, his acting agent:

A.	Our heart is a composition of all the parts of our soul—the mind, the 
emotion, and the will (Matt. 9:4; Heb. 4:12; Acts 11:23; John 14:1; 
16:22)—plus one part of our spirit—the conscience (Heb. 10:22; 1 John 
3:20).

B.	The exercise of the spirit works only when our heart is active; if man's 
heart is indifferent, the spirit is imprisoned within and is unable to show 
forth its capability—Matt. 5:3, 8; Psa. 78:8.

C.	The soul is the person himself, but the heart is the person in action; the 
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heart is the acting agent, the acting commissioner, of our entire being.
D.	The activities and movements of our physical body depend on our 

physical heart; in like manner, our daily living, the way we act and behave, 
depends on what kind of psychological heart we have.

E.	The heart is the entrance and exit of life, the “switch” of life; if the heart 
is not right, life in the spirit is hindered, and the law of life cannot work 
freely and without obstruction to reach every part of our being; though 
life has great power, this great power is controlled by our small heart—
Prov. 4:23; Matt. 12:33-37; cf. Ezek. 36:26-27.

§ Day 2

II.	 Our growth in life builds up the church as the Body of Christ, 
which takes place by the growth of Christ as the seed of life 
in our heart (1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:23; Col. 2:19; Eph. 2:21; 
4:15-16; Matt. 13:18-23); we need to cooperate with the 
Lord by dealing with our heart so that it can be kept with 
the following characteristics:

A.	God wants our heart to be soft:
1.	When God deals with our heart, He takes away the heart of stone out of our 

flesh and gives us a heart of flesh, a soft heart—Ezek. 36:26.

2.	To be soft means that our heart is submissive and yielding toward the Lord, 
not stiff-necked and rebellious—cf. Exo. 32:9.

3.	A soft heart is the good earth in which Christ can freely grow; it is a heart that 
is not hardened by worldly traffic, that is without self-seeking, and that is 
without the anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of riches—Matt. 13:3-9, 
18-23.

4.	God softens our heart by using His love to move us; if love cannot move us, 
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He uses His hand through the environment to discipline us until our heart is 
softened—2 Cor. 5:14; 4:16-18; Heb. 12:6-7; cf. Jer. 48:11.

B.	God wants our heart to be pure:
1.	A pure heart is a heart that loves God and wants God; besides God, it has no 

other love, inclination, or desire—Matt. 5:8; Psa. 73:25; cf. Jer. 32:39.

2.	Our heart should be single for God so that we are fearful of nothing except 
offending Him and losing His presence—Psa. 86:11; Isa. 11:1-2.

3.	To be pure in heart is to have the single goal of accomplishing God's will for 
God's glory; our goal should be the fullest enjoyment and gaining of Christ—
Phil. 3:7-14.

4.	We must pursue Christ “with those who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart”—2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Tim. 1:5; Psa. 73:1.

§ Day 3
C.	God wants our heart to be loving:

1.	A loving heart is a heart in which the emotion loves God, wants God, thirsts 
after God, and yearns for God, having a personal, affectionate, private, and 
spiritual relationship with the Lord—42:1-2; S. S. 1:1-4.

2.	We must turn our heart back to the Lord again and again and have it 
continually renewed so that we may have a new and fresh love toward the 
Lord—2 Cor. 3:16.

3.	All spiritual experiences start with love in the heart; if we do not love the 
Lord, it is impossible to receive any kind of spiritual experience—Eph. 6:24; 
Rev. 2:4-5.

4.	Our love for the Lord qualifies, perfects, and equips us to speak for the Lord 
with His authority; if we love the Lord to the uttermost, we will be filled and 
overflowing with Him—John 21:15-17; Matt. 26:6-13; 28:18-20.
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D.	God wants our heart to be at peace:
1.	A heart at peace is a heart in which the conscience is without offense, 

condemnation, or reproach—Acts 24:16; 1 John 3:19-21; Heb. 10:22.

2.	If we confess our sins in the light of God's presence, we receive His 
forgiveness and His cleansing so that we may enjoy uninterrupted fellowship 
with God with a good and pure conscience—1 John 1:7, 9; 1 Tim. 1:5; 3:9.

3.	The result of practicing fellowship with God in prayer is that we enjoy the 
peace of God, which is actually God as peace mounting guard over our hearts 
and thoughts in Christ, keeping us calm and tranquil—Phil. 4:6-7.

4.	We need to let the peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts by forgiving one 
another to put on the one new man—Col. 3:13-15.

§ Day 4

III.	We need to see the obstacles that God's life encounters in 
our heart:

A.	The first problem that God's life encounters in us is that we do not realize 
the darkness of our human concepts—2 Cor. 3:14; 4:4:

1.	We need to see that the only thing that matters in the Christian life is how we 
take care of the living Christ in us—Gal. 1:16; 2:20; 4:19; Phil. 1:19-21; 2 Cor. 
3:18.

2.	Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim; 
many people have difficulty in their spiritual life after they are saved because 
they do not know the pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as their 
life—Rom. 8:6.

B.	The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy—Matt. 6:2, 5; 
7:5; 23:13-29:
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1.	A person's spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how 
he takes care of the indwelling Christ.

2.	Our natural goodness is false spirituality and is actually a great hindrance to 
life; the expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition and 
preference and simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us.

3.	If we always do things according to our disposition and natural being, the 
outcome will always be hypocrisy.

§ Day 5
C.	The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion—2 Cor. 10:4-5:

1.	Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and 
requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us.

2.	However, if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting 
His leading or paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are 
rebellion.

3.	The sin that we commit the most frequently and most severely is not outward 
and visible; rather, it is the sin of disobeying the sense of Christ in us; Christ 
is living in us, and He is constantly giving us an inward sense of life—Rom. 8:6; 
1 John 2:27; cf. Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; 2 Cor. 2:12-14.

D.	The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability:

1.	Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord, are zealous for the Lord, and 
are very godly; nevertheless, their greatest problem is the strength and 
greatness of their capabilities and abilities; consequently, Christ has no 
ground or way in them.

2.	We may be capable and talented, but we do not consider these things as 
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sin or filthiness; instead of despising our natural capabilities, we treasure 
them; if they remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's 
life.

E.	If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience the 
breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to be dealt with and 
removed—Matt. 16:24-25.

§ Day 6

IV.	 We need to see the subjective obstacles encountered by 
God's life in our heart:

A.	The first subjective problem is the problem of our mind:
1.	If the things we want to do originate from our thoughts, then these things will 

be nothing more than religious activities, even if they are successful; they are 
not a testimony of Christ lived out from our spirit—cf. Phil. 2:5; 1 Cor. 2:16; 
Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2.

2.	Although we have the life of Christ within, we do not cooperate with Christ's 
life in our thoughts and actions, and so this life cannot be lived out from us.

3.	When our mind is set on the spirit, our outward actions are in agreement 
with our inner man, and there is no discrepancy between us and God; He and 
we are at peace, not at enmity; the result is that we feel peaceful within—8:6.

B.	The second subjective problem is the problem of our will:
1.	Even though our mind often understands the intention in our spirit, and we 

know the will of God, we are unwilling to submit and obey.

2.	We may understand, know, apprehend, and deeply sense that the Lord wants 
us to do a certain thing, but our will refuses to submit and surrender, and we 
lose the Lord's presence.

3.	Both a strong will and a weak will to carry out the Lord's will are hindrances 
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to God's life; a will that has been dealt with is both strong and pliable by 
being subdued and resurrected by the Lord; having a will that can cooperate 
with God is a great matter—Phil. 2:13.

C.	The third subjective problem is the problem of our emotion:
1.	Our emotion needs to have God's emotion, and we need to fully enter into 

God's emotion—2 Thes. 3:5; Phil. 1:8.

2.	We should love whatever God loves, like whatever God likes, and hate 
whatever God hates; our emotion and His emotion should become one 
emotion—Eph. 5:25; 2 Cor. 12:15; 1 Cor. 16:24; Rev. 2:6; Phil. 1:8.

D.	We daily need to be strengthened into the inner man so that Christ as life 
can make His home in the main parts of our heart—our mind, will, and 
emotion—Eph. 3:16-17.

V.	 May the Lord have mercy upon us and open our eyes to see 
that the central work of God in this age is that man may gain 
His life and grow and mature in His life; our work should be 
the imparting and supplying of the Lord's life to others; only 
the work that comes out of His life can reach His eternal 
standard and be accepted by Him—John 7:37-39a; 2 Cor. 
4:10-12; 1 John 5:16a; 2 Cor. 3:3, 6.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Prov. 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it are the issues of 
life.

Our heart is a composition of all the parts of our soul—the mind, the 
emotion, and the will—plus one part of our spirit, the conscience…Our soul is 
our personality, our person, our self. The English word psychology is derived 
from psuche, the Greek word for soul. The soul is the base of all psychological 
matters. The psuche, the soul, is the “I”; it denotes our being as humans, that 
is, our personality. This is the reason that in the Bible the number of persons 
is often given as the number of souls…(e.g. Exo. 1:5, lit.). This indicates that a 
person is a soul, for the soul is one’s person.

As human beings, we have an outward organ, the body, to contact the 
physical, visible world. We also have an inward organ, the spirit, to contact God 
and the spiritual realm. (Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, second edition, p. 181)

Today’s Reading

The soul is the person himself, but the heart is the person in action. This 
means that whenever you act, you act by your heart. Therefore, we may say 
that our heart is our representative in action. We have something in our inner 
being that represents us, and this representative is our heart. When a brother 
says to his wife, “Dear, I love you,” this means that his heart loves her. Likewise, 
whenever we hate something, it is our heart that does the hating. Whenever 
we enjoy something or dislike something, it is our heart that enjoys or dislikes. 
Thus, our heart is our representative, the acting commissioner or ambassador, 
of our inner being.
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In Proverbs 4:23…to “keep our heart” is actually to guard it. The Hebrew 
word rendered “keep” means “guard.” We should guard our heart above all 
because from it are the issues of life…The word life in Proverbs 4:23 implies 
an organic element, the element of life; it also implies our daily living and 
activities, in fact, our entire human life. Hence, the word life in this verse 
is inclusive. As human beings, we have a human life, and this human life 
has an organic element and also a daily living. The switch of this life is the 
heart.

The activities and movements of our physical body depend on our physical 
heart. In like manner, our daily living depends on our psychological heart. The 
way we act and behave depends on the kind of heart we have. (Life-study of 1 
Thessalonians, second edition, pp. 181-183)

The heart is the conglomerate of man’s inward parts, and it is man’s chief 
representative. Therefore, the heart is very closely related to the law of life, 
which works in our various inward parts and thereby becomes the various laws.

If life is to enter into the spirit, it must pass through the heart; if life is to 
proceed out from the spirit, it also must pass through the heart. Thus, the heart 
is the pathway through which life must pass. It can be said to be the entrance 
and exit of life. The heart is the entrance and exit of life: the coming in of life 
and the going out of life both depend on the heart. Moreover, the heart is also 
the switch of life. If the heart is shut, life can neither enter in nor be regulated 
out. Once the heart is open, however, life can enter in…Whichever part of the 
heart is closed, the life of God cannot regulate to that part; whichever part 
of the heart is open, the life of God can regulate to that part. Thus, the heart 
is really the switch of life. Though life has great power, yet its great power is 
controlled by our small heart. Whether life can be worked out depends entirely 
on whether our heart is open. It is like the electric power of a generating plant, 
which, though powerful, is controlled by the small switch for the light in our 
room; if the switch is not turned on, electricity cannot enter. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 
3, “The Knowledge of Life,” pp. 107-108)

Further Reading: The Parts of Man (booklet); CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The 
Economy of God,” chs. 6-7
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Ezek. 36:26 I will also give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

Matt. 13:8 But others fell on the good earth and yielded fruit, one a 
hundredfold, and one sixtyfold, and one thirtyfold.

4ÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÅÁÒÔÈ ɍÉÎ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ρσȡψɎ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 
ÈÁÒÄÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ ×ÏÒÌÄÌÙ ÔÒÁÆПÉÃȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÈÉÄÄÅÎ ÓÉÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 
the anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of riches. Such a heart gives every 
inch of its ground to receive the word that the word may grow, bear fruit, and 
produce even a hundredfold (v. 23). (Matt. 13:8, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Since the heart is so vitally related to life, God has no other alternative but 
to deal with our heart so that His life might be regulated out from us. Toward 
God, our heart has four great problems: hardness, impurity, unlovingness, and 
unpeacefulness. Hardness is a matter of the will, impurity is a matter not only 
of the mind but also of the emotion, unlovingness is a matter of the emotion, 
and unpeacefulness is a matter of the conscience…[God] deals with these four 
aspects so that our heart may be soft, pure, loving, and at peace.

First, God wants our heart to be soft. To be soft means that the will of the 
heart toward God is submissive and yielding, not stiff-necked and rebellious. 
When God deals with our heart so that our heart is soft, He takes away the heart 
ÏÆ ÓÔÏÎÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ПÌÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÕÓ Á ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ПÌÅÓÈ ɉ%ÚÅËȢ σφȡςφɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ 
ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÓÏÆÔÅÎÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÁÒÄȟ ÓÔÏÎÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÓÏÆÔ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ПÌÅÓÈȢ

When we are newly saved, the heart is always softened. But after a 
certain time the heart of some turns back and becomes hard again. Not being 
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submissive to the Lord and not even fearing the Lord, they gradually fall away 
from the Lord’s presence. Whenever our heart is hardened, we have a problem 
before God. If we desire the condition of our spiritual living before God to be 
right, our heart must not be hardened; on the contrary, it must be continually 
softened…We ought to be fearful of offending God. Fear not heaven, and fear 
not earth; only fear to offend God. Our heart must be dealt with until it is soft to 
this extent; then it is all right. It is indeed sad that many brothers and sisters are 
soft in many things; yet as soon as God and the will of God are mentioned, they 
become very hard…There are also brothers and sisters who are hard toward 
everything; yet when God and the will of God are mentioned, they become soft. 
Such people have soft hearts. We should ask God to make our heart soft like this.

How does God make our heart soft? How does He soften our heart? 
Sometimes He uses His love to move us, and sometimes He uses chastisement 
ÔÏ ÓÔÒÉËÅ ÕÓȢ 'ÏÄ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅÓ (ÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅ ÕÓȠ ÉÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÍÏÖÅ ÕÓȟ (Å 
uses His hand through the environment to strike us until our heart is softened. 
Once our heart is softened, His life can work within us.

Second, God wants our heart to be pure. A pure heart means a heart that 
ÓÅÔÓ ÉÔÓ ÍÉÎÄ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÈÅÁÒÔ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 
exceedingly pure and simple toward God. (See 2 Cor. 11:3.) It only loves God 
and wants God; besides God, it has no other love, inclination, or desire. Matthew 
5:8 says, “The pure in heart…shall see God.” Thus, if the heart is not pure, we 
cannot see God. If our thought is a little concerned with things outside of God, 
or if our emotion has a little love toward things outside of God, our heart is no 
longer pure; the life in our spirit is also hindered because of this. Therefore, we 
must pursue “with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Tim. 2:22), 
and be those who love the Lord and want God with a pure heart; then we can 
let the life of God work freely within us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge 
of Life,” pp. 110-111)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” ch. 10
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Tim. 1:5 But the end of the charge is love out of a pure heart…

Phil. 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses every man’s 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

Third, God wants our heart to be loving. A loving heart means a heart in which 
the emotion loves God, wants God, thirsts after God, yearns for God, and has 
ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ 'ÏÄȢ )Î ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÂÏÏË ÔÈÁÔ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
love of the saints toward the Lord—Song of Songs in the Old Testament. It says 
that as the Lord’s people, we should love the Lord as a woman loves her beloved. 
This love is so deep and unchanging and is as strong as death (8:6-7). Because 
this book speaks especially of our love toward the Lord, it also shows forth 
especially our growth in the life of the Lord. Then in the New Testament, in John 
21, the Lord asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” This means that the Lord 
desired to lead the emotion of Peter to so love the Lord that he could be one who 
has a loving heart toward the Lord. The Lord did this because He wanted Peter to 
afford His life an opportunity to work and grow within him…If our heart has such 
love toward the Lord, the life of the Lord within us can move smoothly and do as 
it pleases. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” pp. 111-112)

Today’s Reading

The function of the heart is to love the Lord, for it is the loving organ of 
our being. This is proved by Mark 12:30: “You shall love the Lord your God 
from your whole heart.” The heart was created for the purpose of loving the 
Lord…Love is a matter of the heart…The heart is the only organ to exercise 
love…Everyone loves something—either the Lord Himself or something else. 
The more we turn our heart to the Lord, the more we will exercise our heart 
to believe the Lord, and the more our heart will be sprinkled from an evil 
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conscience and renewed. Then it will have a greater capacity to love the Lord. 
This is the function of a renewed heart. Every morning we must renew our 
heart so that we may love the Lord more and more.

All spiritual experiences start with love in the heart. If we do not love the 
,ÏÒÄȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÎÙ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȢ )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
experience of our Christian life, salvation, involves the heart loving the Lord 
Jesus. Not one person who really repents is without love in his heart toward the 
Lord. Perhaps he does not have the language to express it, but he has the sweet 
sense of love within. He does not have the knowledge, but his initial experience 
ÏÆ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ

We all must learn how to continually turn and exercise our heart in order to 
have our heart purged from an evil conscience and renewed again so that we 
ÍÁÙ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ПÉÒÓÔȟ ÆÒÅÓÈ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
Lord that was the cause of the church’s fall and degradation. When our heart is 
not fresh in loving the Lord, we have fallen. We must turn our heart back to the 
Lord again and again and have it continually renewed that we may have a new 
and fresh love toward the Lord. (CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” p. 
204)

Fourth, God wants our heart to be at peace. A heart at peace means a heart 
in which the conscience has no offense (Acts 24:16), no condemnation or 
reproach; it is safe and secure. The conscience within us represents God to 
govern us. If our conscience blames us, God is greater than our conscience and 
knows all things (1 John 3:20); He would even condemn us more. Thus, we 
must deal clearly with all the offenses, condemnation, and reproach; so we “will 
persuade our heart before Him” (v. 19). When our heart is thus at peace, God 
can pass through, and the law of the life of God can continue to work within us. 
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” p. 112)

[Guard in Philippians 4:7 means] “mount guard over.” The God of peace 
patrols before our hearts and thoughts in Christ, keeping us calm and tranquil. 
(Phil. 4:7, footnote 2)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Thessalonians, msgs. 20-22
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for 
me.

We need to see the obstacles that God’s life encounters in us…Everything 
we have, whether good or bad, approved or disapproved, can be an obstacle for 
God’s life.

It does not matter whether we are wise or foolish, whether we are highly 
educated or uneducated, all our human concepts are in darkness,…and they 
ËÅÅÐ ÕÓ ÆÒÏÍ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÕÓȣ4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ 
ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓȢ 
7Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÅÅÍ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÕÐÒÉÇÈÔȟ 
are actually full of darkness and without life.

The day we were saved, we received a living Christ, who became our life in 
us…The only thing that matters is how we take care of the living Christ in us. 
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 131-133)

Today’s Reading

After we are saved, the concept of trying to be good is within all of us…
!Ó ÓÏÏÎ ÁÓ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄȟ ×Å ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÚÅÁÌÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ 
preach the gospel. However, when we pray and fellowship with God in the 
morning, the living Christ in us may touch us in a different way according to 
His constant operation and move in us. Then things truly begin to happen in us. 
For example, as He operates in us, we will see that some things we may have 
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done in the past are inappropriate, such as [mistreating] our wives, blaming 
our husbands, and complaining about others. We will even have a sense that 
×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÉÚÅȣ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ×ÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÕÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÐÒÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÖÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÏÖÅ ÉÎ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÕÃÈ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÉÚÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ 
offended.

The second problem that life encounters in us is hypocrisy…A person’s 
spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes 
care of Christ. [A] spirituality [that] is false…is actually a great hindrance to 
life. Some people may be naturally gentle, modest, uncontentious, caring, 
×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÈÅÄ ÔÅÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÓÙÍÐÁÔÈÅÔÉÃȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÆȤÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ 
many good points and virtues. After they become Christians, they bring these 
natural virtues into the church. They think that these virtues are of life and that 
Christians should have them…From the point of view of morality, people should 
have these virtues, but from the point of view of life, these virtues are false. Life 
is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything that is not of 
God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life…Life involves only the expression of 
Christ Himself out of us.

Some people are born with a disposition that does not lose its temper even 
×ÈÅÎ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÒÙ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÅÍÐÅÒȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÅÍÐÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅ 
their temper. This is due to their disposition, and their disposition cannot be 
changed easily. Nonetheless, when Christ operates and moves in them, urging 
them to speak some frank, strong words, life will be expressed if they go against 
their disposition and obey the inner feeling to speak a frank word.

Thus, the expression of life involves the rejection of our natural disposition 
and preference and simply allowing Christ to operate in us and break us. Then 
our actions through the inner operation of Christ will be of life. If we always do 
things according to our disposition and natural being, the outcome will always 
be hypocrisy. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 133-
138)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” chs. 8-9; 
CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3-4
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

reasonings and every high thing rising up against the knowledge of God, 

The third problem that life encounters in us is rebellion. Christ operates and 
moves in us in order to make us clear about His will and requirements for us 
and about His leading and dealing with us. However, if we do not obey but go 
against the feeling within, not accepting His leading or paying the price, this 
unwillingness and opposition are rebellion…We may have our freedom and 
choice, but we will not have the way of life.

Many times we think that we are obeying the Lord, but actually we are 
rebelling against the Lord. For example, we may want to preach the gospel, 
but the Lord’s operation in us is to pray. Since we do not like to stay at home 
and pray, but instead prefer to speak to gospel friends and fellowship with the 
brothers and sisters, we may simply act according to our desires. This is to act 
in rebellion…If we visit people in this way, they will certainly not be able to 
sense God’s presence with us, because we have disobeyed the living Christ in 
ÕÓȢ !Ô ÓÕÃÈ Á ÔÉÍÅ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÏÕÔ×ÁÒÄ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
gospel is merely a religious activity.

The sin that we commit the most frequently and most severely is not an 
outward and visible sin; rather, it is the sin of disobeying the sense of Christ in 
us. Christ is living in us, and He is constantly giving us an inward sense of life. 
We should obey Him, but we often disobey Him…We often rebel against Him. 
Rebellion continually creates obstacles for His life in us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, 
“Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 138-139)
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Today’s Reading

The fourth problem that life encounters in us is our natural capability. Our 
natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s life from 
coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and ability 
is even more serious, and it is a strong obstacle that prevents God’s life from 
ПÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÕÓȢ -ÁÎÙ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȟ ÁÒÅ ÚÅÁÌÏÕÓ 
for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest problem is the 
strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities. Consequently, Christ 
has no ground or way in them.

We all know that some people have a problem with sin, others have a 
problem with the world, and still others have a problem with their disposition. 
However, it is not easy for us to be aware of the problem of our natural 
capability. For example, a group of brothers and sisters, who are very strong 
in their natural capability and ability, may truly love and pursue the Lord. But 
when a person touches them, he only senses their capability and ability because 
they have never been broken in their capability and ability…This is because the 
Lord is unable to get through in them when He encounters their capability.

Many brothers and sisters…among us…are capable and talented, but they 
ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÓ ÓÉÎ ÏÒ ПÉÌÔÈÉÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
are good and useful things to the church. They think that they need such 
capabilities and talent in order to serve God…If these capabilities remain 
unbroken in them, they will become a problem to Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how 
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life. 
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless, 
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the 
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in 
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to 
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us. 
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 139-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1953, vol. 3, “The Knowledge of Life,” chs. 6, 13
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Thes. 3:5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into 
the endurance of Christ.

Eph. 3:16-17 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His 

man, that Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that 

An abnormal Christian is one whose mind, emotion, and will cannot 
cooperate [with] and even contradict his spirit. If the things you want to 
do originate from your thoughts, then they…will not help people see and 
gain Christ, because they are merely religious activities…; they are not a 
testimony of Christ being lived out from your spirit…Although we have the 
life of Christ within, we do not cooperate with Christ’s life in our thoughts 
and in our actions, and so this life cannot be lived out from us. This is the 
problem of our mind. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” 
pp. 145-147)

Today’s Reading

There is also the problem of our will. Even though our mind often 
understands the intention in our spirit and we know the will of God, we are 
unwilling to submit and obey. For example, consider the brother who decides to 
preach the gospel according to the concept in his mind. When he prays and the 
,ÏÒÄ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÈÉÍ Á ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÔÏ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÉÚÅ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ ÈÉÓ ÍÉÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÙ ÉÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÓ ÓÔÕÂÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÕÎ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ 
to submit…Such a brother is not able to submit even to the Lord, much less to 
his wife. Thus, our will is another great obstacle. We may understand, know, 
apprehend, and deeply sense that the Lord wants us to do a certain thing, but 
our will refuses to submit and surrender. Both a strong will and a weak will 



ǵ - 3   -  12 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 3 - Page 12

ɼňָ Ї ɼ҅
ү מ Їӈ − ɼ ү ň Ғ
ɻҒ Жᵜ Їלӈ − ɻ
Ї ᶕ Ӥ Ғ ɼӈ Ї

Ӏ Їת Ӏ ɼ
ЇӀ לה ₴ Ї ҿ ɼ Їװ
ᴂ Ї ғ Ї ᵫ ɼ

Їָ Ӥ ҅ү ɼ Ғ׃

└ ᵲ ᴂ Ї └ ᴂ Їᶕ

ᴂṨ Ї ₴ Ж ҙ └ ᴂ

Ї Ї ᴂ Ї

ɼʍ 23Ї ԑ 2Ї ╦ԑ16Ї ԑ 5Ї

13ɼʎ  ᶕ Ї ָň

Ї Їמ ň ָה

₴ ɼҿ Ї Ї └

ᴂ Ї └ ᴂ Ї ҙ └ ᴂ ɼ

Ҏ ֒ ЇŅ Ӏḷ ᵶᴂ Ҳ Ї

ᵶᴂ Ї ῇ װ ɼņ Ї ᴂ

Ї Ї ᴂ Ὴ └

ɼ ӍЇ־ ᴂӤ ӍЖ־ ӍЇ־ ᴂӤ

ӍЖ־ Ї ᴂӤ ɼ ᴂ ɻ ɻ ɻ

ӕЇ ɻ ɻ ɻӕЖ ᴂ ɻ Ї

ɻ ɼ ҅⅓ ᴂ Ї

ᵲ└ ᴂ ɼ ᴂ Ї

Ж ᴂ Ї ԋ҅ү ɼ

ᴂ ҅ү ∑Ї
₴ Ї ᴂ ה ₴ Ї − Ї
ҙ ɼň ᴂ ⅎЇ ɻ

Ї Ї Ӏ
ɼ ᴂ ҏЇ ₴ ɼЃ
҅Ӣ֒Ҏ ҅ῳЇ҅Ӣԑ ҅Ӣ҈ ɼЄ

Е Ї Ӣ ɼ

are hindrances to God’s life. A will that has been dealt with is both strong and 
pliable…Being pliable means that one is not insistent or stubborn. However, 
when a need arises, one can be strong and bold; such a one is not afraid to 
give up his own life. Only a person with such a will can carry out the Lord’s 
command and act according to the Lord’s leading. A person with this kind of 
will allows the Lord’s Spirit to come out of him as life. Having a will that can 
cooperate with God is a great matter.

Furthermore, our emotion is also a big problem to God. The New Testament 
does not speak only of Christ being our life and of God coming into us so that 
we can live out Christ through the Spirit. The Bible speaks also of the need for 
our mind to be renewed so that we have the mind of Christ and so that God can 
operate in our decisions (Eph. 4:23; Rom. 12:2; 1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:5, 13); the 
apostles who wrote the New Testament knew the intention of the Holy Spirit. 
4ÈÅÙ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÎÅ×ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ 
will, God’s life could not be expressed through us. This is the reason the New 
Testament speaks so much about our mind, emotion, and will.

“The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God” (2 Thes. 3:5). This means 
that our emotion needs to have God’s emotion and that we need to fully enter 
into God’s emotion. We should love whatever God loves, like whatever God 
likes, and hate whatever God hates. Our feelings of love, anger, sorrow, and joy 
should be God’s feelings of love, anger, sorrow, and joy. Our likes and dislikes 
should be God’s likes and dislikes. Everything of God is ours because His nature 
has been wrought into us. Our emotion and His emotion have become one 
emotion.

We need to see a great principle: In order for God’s life to have a way in 
us, we need to turn from our emotion, have a strong and pliable will, and be 
renewed in our mind…Each and every part of our soul—our mind, emotion, 
and will—must cooperate with the Holy Spirit’s operation in us and with the 
Lord’s feeling. Then God Himself will be lived out of us. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, 
“Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 147-150)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 3, “The Economy of God,” ch. 9
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2. Christ to me is so subjective, 

  Life imparting all the way; 

As the Spirit He revives me 

  And refreshes day by day. 
 

3. Christ to me is so subjective, 

  All my being He transforms; 

By the mind and will renewing 

  To His image He conforms. 
 

4. Christ to me is so subjective, 

  Liberating pow’r is He, 

By the law of life and power 

  As the Spirit setting free. 

 

5. Christ to me is so subjective, 

  Regulating all the day; 

He corrects and rules and guides me, 

  And adjusts in every way. 
 

6. Christ to me is so subjective, 

  All my thirst He satisfies; 

With His riches He supplies me, 

  Thus God’s fulness testifies. 
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҈  ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Four

Knowing the All-inclusive Christ 
and Growing with the Growth of God

Hymns: 189

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:18, 27-28; 2:2-3; 3:1-4

§ Day 1

I.	 It is a blessing that we can know and experience the all-
inclusive Christ as revealed in Colossians:

A.	Christ is “the Head of the Body, the church;…that He Himself might have 
the first place in all things”—1:18:

1.	In both the old creation and the new creation, Christ is the first and occupies 
the first place.

2.	Both in the universe and in the church, Christ is the preeminent One.

B.	“Christ in you, the hope of glory”—v. 27:
1.	Christ, who dwells in our spirit to be our life and person, is our hope of 

glory.

2.	When He comes, we will be glorified in Him.

3.	This indicates that the indwelling Christ will saturate our entire being so that 
our physical body may be transfigured and conformed to the body of His glory.

§ Day 2
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C.	In Colossians a number of important phrases point to our experience of 
Christ:

1.	“Christ in you”—v. 27.

2.	“Full-grown in Christ”—v. 28.

3.	“Walk in Him”—2:6.

4.	“According to Christ”—v. 8.

5.	“Made alive together with Him”—v. 13.

6.	“Died with Christ”—v. 20.

7.	“Holding the Head”—v. 19.

8.	“Out from whom”—v. 19.

9.	“Grows with the growth of God”—v. 19.

10.	These expressions give us a complete picture of the proper experience of Christ.

§ Day 3 & Day 4
11.	“The mystery of God, Christ, in whom all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge are hidden”—vv. 2-3:

a.	Colossians concerns the mystery of God, which is Christ the Head.

b.	All the treasures of genuine wisdom and knowledge are hidden in 
Christ—v. 3.

c.	This is the spiritual wisdom and knowledge of the divine economy 
concerning Christ and the church.

d.	Wisdom is related to our spirit, and knowledge is related to our 
mind—Eph. 1:8, 17.

12.	“In Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and you have been 
made full in Him”—Col. 2:9-10:
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a.	What dwells in Christ is not only the riches of the Godhead but the 
expression of the riches of what God is.

b.	All the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ as One who has a 
human body.

D.	“If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which 
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”—3:1:

1.	Verses 1 through 4 imply that with Christ we have one position, one life, one 
living, one destiny, and one glory.

2.	God in the heavens should be the sphere of our living; with Christ we should 
live in God.

§ Day 5

II.	 “Holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly 
supplied…, grows with the growth of God”—2:19:

A.	To grow is to have Christ added into us—1 Cor. 3:6-7; Gal. 4:19.

B.	The growth of the Body depends on what comes out of Christ as the 
Head—Eph. 4:15-16:

1.	When the Body is supplied by holding the Head, the Body grows with the 
growth of God—Col. 2:19.

2.	The Body grows out from the Head, for all the supply comes from the Head—
Eph. 4:15.

§ Day 6
C.	The growth of the Body depends on the growth of God, the addition of 

God, the increase of God, within us—Col. 2:19:
1.	God gives the growth by giving Himself to us in a subjective way.
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2.	The more God is added into us, the more growth He gives to us; this is the 
way God gives the growth—1 Cor. 3:6-7.

3.	Only God can give growth; only God can give us Himself, and without Him, we 
cannot have growth—vv. 6-7:

a.	The addition of God into us is the growth He gives.

b.	For God to give us growth actually means that He gives us Himself—
Rom. 8:11.

D.	The growth of the Body is the building up of the Body—Eph. 4:16; Col. 
2:19:

1.	Ephesians 4:12-16 occupies a special place in the New Testament because it 
shows the mystery concerning the building up of the Body of Christ.

2.	The growth of the Body of Christ is the increase of Christ in the church, which 
results in the building up of the Body by the Body itself—3:17a:

a.	When Christ enters into the saints and lives within them, the Christ 
within the saints becomes the church—Col. 3:10-11.

b.	The Body of Christ grows by the growth of Christ within us and is 
built up this way—1:18; 2:19.

3.	The love in which the Body builds itself up is not our own love but the love 
of God in Christ, which becomes the love of Christ in us, by which we love 
Christ and the fellow members of His Body—1 John 4:7-8, 11, 16, 19; Rom. 
5:5; 8:39:

a.	Love is the inner substance of God; when we enter into God's inner 
substance, we enjoy God as love and enjoy His presence in the sweetness 
of the divine love, and thereby love others as Christ did—Eph. 5:25.

b.	It is in such a love that we hold to truth, that is, to Christ with His 
Body, and are kept from being influenced by the winds of teaching 
and from bringing in elements that are foreign to the Body—4:14-15.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Col. 1:18 And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the 
beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the 

27 To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory 

glory.

In Galatians 3:14 [Paul] says, “In order that the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.”…According to the context,…this blessing must refer to the 
good land. In Genesis 12 the blessing God promised to give Abraham was the 
land. In Galatians 3:14 Paul links the blessing of Abraham to the promise of 
the Spirit. This indicates that the promise of Abraham, the promise of the good 
land, is the Spirit. Hence, the Spirit is the good land.

This Spirit is nothing less than the all-inclusive Christ. As the good land is 
an all-inclusive type of Christ, and as Christ has become the Spirit, so the Spirit, 
the all-inclusive Spirit as the processed God, is eventually the good land to us, 
ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȟ ÁÓ Á ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÏ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ 
all the families of the earth would be blessed in him (Gen. 12:3). (Life-study of 
Colossians, second edition, pp. 49-50)

Today’s Reading

God has two creations: the old creation and the new creation. Colossians 1:18 
refers to the new creation…Christ is the Head of the Body, the church, which is 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ɍÃÆȢ ÖÖȢ 
ρυȤρχɎ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȢ "ÏÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔȣ!Ó ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×Åȟ ÔÈÅ 
church, are in Christ, through Christ, and unto Christ. Moreover, we are moment 
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by moment cohering in Christ. Are you in the old creation or in the new creation? 
Outwardly, we are the old creation, but inwardly, we are the new creation.

"ÏÔÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ 
ÏÆ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȢ !ÆÔÅÒ 0ÁÕÌ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ Ô×Ï ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÎ ρȡρωȟ Ȱ&ÏÒ ÉÎ (ÉÍ 
all the fullness was pleased to dwell.” The word fullness in this verse is equal to the image 
in verse 15…Christ is the image of God and the fullness of God in order to express God. 
The image is the expression, and the expression is the fullness. This expression is through 
both the old creation and the new creation. Through these two creations we have the 
fullness. This fullness is the expression, and the expression is the image.

6ÅÒÓÅÓ ρυ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ρω ÒÅÖÅÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÁÌÌȤÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ 
is that He is the image of the invisible God. In the old creation and in the new 
creation, Christ is the fullness of God, His expression.

We may wonder what such a revelation of Christ has to do with us in a 
practical way. In 1:26 and 27 Paul speaks of the mystery. This mystery is the 
image, the fullness, in the foregoing verses. According to verse 27, the mystery 
among the Gentiles is Christ in us, the hope of glory. Have you ever realized that 
the Christ who is in you is the image of the invisible God, the fullness of God, 
ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄȩȣ)Î ρȡςψ ÁÎÄ ςω ×Å 
see that Paul labored and struggled in order to present every man full-grown 
in Christ. Christ is in us. But now we need to grow until we are full-grown in 
Christ. This growth is hindered by culture.

It is crucial for us to realize that we can see Christ in all the items of creation. 
We need to drop our concept of the heavens, the earth, and the physical things; 
×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ 
of the new creation. Hence, Christ is everything; He is all-inclusive. Seeing that 
Christ is everything, we need to have the realization that this Christ is in us 
to be our hope of glory. What we need today is to grow in Him unto maturity. 
(Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 286-288)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇÓȢ φȟ ςτȟ στ
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Ɍ ԑ

ԑ 6 љ 7Ņᵶᴂ ԋ Ї Ӏ
Їň Ԑҿָɼņ

19Ņň ᾣ Ж ԓ ЇῊ Ṩ Ї
ԋҵ ᶱ Ї ҅ Ї װ
ɼņ

ӫҲ Ї └ ᴂ

ɼ ֙ Ņ ᵶᴂ ņЇЃ҅

27ЇЄŅ ņЇЃ28ЇЄŅ ԐҿָņЇ

Ѓԑ7ЇЄŅ ņЇЃ8ЇЄŅ҅ ғ ņЇ

Ѓ13ЇЄŅғ ņЇЃ20ЇЄŅ ᾣ ņЇŅ

ԓ ņЇŅװ ņɼЃ19ɼЄ Ӣү

ᴂ҅ ɼ ᴂ

⌡ Ņ ň ņɻŅ ņɻŅғЃ Єņɻװ Ņ

ԓņ ב ɼ Ї ғ ֙ ῗ Ї

꜡ɼЃ ӫ Ї ֒ ɼЄ

ᴂ ɻ ɻ
Ғ ɼᵫ Ї ҅ᵣ ᵥ ᴂ
ϼ ᴂ ҅ᵣ Ї
ԐҿָЇ ҙ ꜠ɼ ᴂ ғ
Ї ҙ҅ ғ Ї ᵲᾣ Ї ԓ
ЇῊ װ ɼʍװҏ Ӣ ʎ

ְ⅓ɻḈ⌐ɻ ɼň Ғ
Ї ᴂ Ԑҿָɻ ɻ

ғ ɼ ᴂӤ ᵲᾣ Ї ԓ Ї
ᶕῊ װ ɼ ֙ ғӀ

WEEK 4 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:6 As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk 
in Him.

and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the 
growth of God.

In the book of Colossians a number of important phrases or expressions 
point to our experience of Christ. Some of these phrases are Christ in you 
(1:27), full-grown in Christ (v. 28), walk in Him (2:6), according to Christ (v. 
8), made alive together with Him (v. 13), died with Christ (v. 20), holding the 
Head (v. 19), out from whom (v. 19), and grows with the growth of God (v. 19). 
These nine expressions give us a complete picture of the proper experience 
of Christ. In this regard, we need to pay special attention to the prepositions 
ÉÎȟ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏȟ ×ÉÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÆÒÏÍȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÈÅÌÐ 
to pray-read all the verses related to these points. (Life-study of Colossians, 
second edition, p. 355)

Today’s Reading

The Christ who is in us is the extensive, immeasurable, unsearchable One. 
How marvelous that such a Christ dwells in us! We need to become full-grown 
in such a Christ, to walk in Him, and to be according to Him. Having died with 
Christ and having been made alive with Him, we should hold Him as the Head 
out from whom the whole Body grows with the growth of God. [These nine 
expressions] indicate that Christ is near, available, and applicable…Unless 
Christ were applicable, we could not walk in Him, be according to Him, or die 
and be made alive together with Him. Neither could we hold Him as the Head 
out from whom the Body grows with the growth of God. All these points are 
ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ 
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ῗɼ ҙא Ї Ὴ
֙ Ї ָ ԐҿָЇ
ᾣ ɼň ᴂ ׃׃ Ї Ғ

ᴂ Ї ᴂӤ ɼň
ԓ Ӣү Ї ҅ ָᵣӈ ɼ

Ṩ ҿ ᵩЇ └ָ ЖṨ
Їָ └ ɼṨ Їғָ
Ҏ҅ Ї ԋ ɼ ԋ ɻ ҿ

ᵩɻָ ɻָ ɻ ɼ
ָ ɼ Ҍ Їӈ

Ҏ҅ ҹ└ ᴂɼ ɼҒ׃ Ї
א ɼ ᴂ Ї
ᴂӤ Ж ᴂӤ
Ї ԐҿָЇ ҙ ꜠ɼ

҅ Ї ᴂ Ж ҅ Ї ᴂ ɼň

א Ҏ҅ Ҍ ɻ Їӈ

ᴂ ɼ ᴂ Ї ᴂӤ Ї

Ԑҿָɼῴ Ї ᴂ ҿ҅ ָЇ

Ї Ҳװ

ɼ Їװ Ҍ ӈ ҏ Ж ҅ᵣ

ᴂ ЇӤ ҅ᵣ ᴂ Ԑҿָ

ɼ ᴂ װ ɻ Ԑɻ ꜠ ҿָɼ

ᴂҒ ɻᴼ ɻ Ї ᴂӤ
Ғ ָɼ ӐЇ ᴂ ӈ ɻ

Ҍ ɻ Ҏ҅ ɼ Ғ ׃׃ ү
ɼ ᾤҒ ל Жל

Ї Ҏ҅ ɼň
ᴂ ɻӃ ɻҿָ Ҍ ɻ ɻ

Ҏ҅ Ї ᴂ ᴰἥᶕ Ḧ ҅ ɼЃ
ӫ Ї ῏ Ӣ ɼЄ

Е ӫ Ї ԑ ɼ

ÎÅÇÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÒ ÁÌÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÌÁÃËÉÎÇ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ 
emphasis on walking in Christ, being according to Christ, or holding Christ as 
the Head. If Christ were merely objective to us, He could not be in us, and we 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÆÕÌÌȤÇÒÏ×Î ÉÎ (ÉÍȣ4ÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÎÉÎÅ 
points is the Spirit.

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÍÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 
ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÍÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ 'ÏÄȢ 4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
Triune God, mingled with man, became the Spirit. This Spirit includes God, 
ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȟ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 2ÅÄÅÅÍÅÄ 
and uplifted humanity is in this Spirit. The all-inclusive life-giving Spirit is 
ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÕÎÅ 'ÏÄ ÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÉÎ Á ПÉÎÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ×ÁÙȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ 
&ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÉÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
to be in us and for us to be in Him. It is also possible for us to become full-
grown in Him, to walk in Him, and to be according to Him.

On the one hand, Christ is in us; on the other hand, we are in Christ…Today 
the processed Triune God as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit is our air. This 
air is in us, and we are in this air and even walk in this air. Moreover, we can be 
people according to this air who grow in this air with the growth of God. The 
all-inclusive Christ is, therefore, the experiential Christ. He is a Christ who can 
be in us, and a Christ in whom we can walk. We can live, walk, move, and have 
our being in Him.

We should not be according to philosophy, ethics, culture, or religion. We 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÍÁÎȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
according to the processed, all-inclusive, life-giving Triune God. This, however, 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ Á ÍÅÒÅ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ Á ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ 
wife according to culture; he should deal with her according to Christ, according 
to the processed Triune God. If we would live, behave, and have our being 
according to the all-inclusive, life-giving, processed Triune God, we would all be 
like Paul the apostle. (Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 356-358)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇȢ τς



ǵ - 4   -  5 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 4 - Page 5

Ɍ Ҏ

ԑ 2 љ 3Ņ ᴂל Ї
҅ Їװ ҵҵ ҏ ᾥⅎ

ḪЇ װ Ὴ Ї Ж҅⅓
Ї ɼņ

ᴂ ҅ Їғ ῗЖҵҵ
ҏ ᾥⅎ ḪЇғ ῗɼ

ᴂ Ї ҅ Ї ᴂ Ӥ
ꜗ Ї ᴂ ᴰ

Ὴ ɼ

װ ӫ Ї ᴰŀ ᵩЖЃҎ
4ЖЄ ӫ Ї ŀ ɼᶕ

ָЇ҅⅓ ɻ Ї
ɼ ῗԓ ғ ᴰЇ
ɼ ғ ᴂ ῗЇ ғ ᴂ

ῗɼЃ ҅ 8Ї17ɼЄЃ Ї ԑ
2 4Ї 5Ї3 1ɼЄ

҅ Ӣ Ї҅⅓ ҵ ӕ ᵥ
ɼ ү ғԑ Ӣ Ї Ḧ Ї

Ņ ҿ ҅⅓ ҵ Ї ᵩ ᵥ
ɼņ ҵ Ғ ҵ Їӈ ֙ҵ
ɼ ҵ ӈ ᵥ ɼЃ

ӫ Ї҅֒ɔ ҅֒҅ ɼЄ

ʍ ҅⅓ ҵ Ї ᵩ ᵥ
Їʎ ָ ҏ Ї
҅⅓ ҵ ᵥ ᵣ ָ ᵩ

WEEK 4 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:2-3 That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together 
in love and unto all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto 
the full knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ, in whom all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.

To be knit together in love involves the emotion, whereas to have the riches 
of the full assurance of understanding involves the mind. When our hearts 
have been comforted, we being knit together in love, and our minds function 
properly, we will have the full knowledge of Christ as the mystery of God. (Col. 
2:2, footnote 4)

The book of Ephesians concerns the mystery of Christ, which is the church, 
the Body (3:4). Colossians concerns the mystery of God, which is Christ, the 
Head. (Col. 2:2, footnote 5) The apostle told the Colossians that all the treasures 
of genuine wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ. This is the spiritual 
wisdom and knowledge of the divine economy concerning Christ and the 
church. Wisdom is related to our spirit, and knowledge is related to our mind 
(Eph. 1:8, 17). (Col. 2:3, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 1:19 says that all the fullness was pleased to dwell in Christ. 
This thought is echoed in 2:9, where Paul says, “In Him dwells all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily.” The fullness both in the old creation and in the new 
creation dwells in Christ. This fullness refers not to the riches of God but to 
ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÒÉÃÈÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÉÃÈÅÓ Ä×ÅÌÌÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 
(Life-study of Colossians, second edition, p. 123)

[The fullness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily] points to the 
physical body that Christ put on in His humanity, indicating that all the 
fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ as One who has a human body. Before 
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ɼ ҿ ᵩװ╦Ї ҅⅓ ҵ ӈ ᵥ
Ӑ ЇЃ ҅ 1ЇЄ Ғ

ᵩ ɼה ҿ ᵩ ҏָ ᵩװ Ї
ҵ ᵩ ᵥ Ї ᵥ

ᵩ ЇЃ Ҏ 21ЇЄאה └ ɼ

ʍ ԑ Їʎ ԋҵ Ї Ї Ὴ

ɼ ҅⅓ ҵ ᵥ Ї װ ᴂ

Ӑ ЇЃ ╦҅ 30ЇЄӤ ԋҵ Їᾥ ҅⅓

ҵ ɼ Ї ᴂҒ ⌡ ɼ ᴂ Ὴ

Ї ᴂ Ғ ⌡ ᵲ Ї ҿ

҅⅓ ᾣ ɼЃ Ї ԑ 9 3Ї10 1ɼЄ

Ҏ ҅ Ї ᴂғ ҅ү

ᵣЇ҅ү Ї҅ү Ї҅ү ҅ү ɼ

ᴂғ ҅ ᵣЇ װ Ї ᴂ

ɼň Ї ᴂӤ ɼῴ Ї ᴂғ

҅ү Жň ᴂ ғ ҅ү

Ї ᴂ ᵲ־ӍЇ Ӥᵲ־Ӎɼ Ї

ᴂ Ї Ӥ ɼňʍṡ ʎ ᴂ Їᵜ Ғ

Ї ᴂ Ғ ғ ҅ү Ж ‟Ӑ

ҐЇ ᴂ Ғ ɼ ᴂ Ғ Ї

Ғ ᴂ Їӈת ҿ ᴂ

ᴂ Ғ ɼ ᴂ ⸗

┼ Ї ɼᵜ ᴂ ғ Ғ

Ї ᴂ ҏ ҏғ ҿ҅ԋɼ

ᴂғ Ӥ ҅ү ɼ ᴂ ╦
ӈ ɼ Ӏא ӈ ɼ Ї

Ї ָ ɼň ҅ Ї
Ғῴ Їӈ ῎ ɻ Ж

Ὴ ָ ЇӀ ɼ
ӈ ῎ Ї Ӥ ᴂ ɼЃ
ӫ Ї῏ ԑ ῏ Ҏ ɼЄ

Е ӫ Ї ֒ɻҎ ֒ɻ ῍ ɼ

#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÄÈÅÁÄ Ä×ÅÌÔ ÉÎ (ÉÍ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ 
7ÏÒÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÂÏÄÉÌÙȢ &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÅȟ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÄ 
with a human body, the fullness of the Godhead began to dwell in Him in a 
ÂÏÄÉÌÙ ×ÁÙȠ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÅÄ ÂÏÄÙ ɉ0ÈÉÌȢ σȡςρɊ ÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ Ä×ÅÌÌÓȢ 
(Col. 2:9, footnote 3)

The Greek word [translated “full” in Colossians 2:10] implies completion, 
perfection. Because all the fullness dwells in Him, after we have been put into 
#ÈÒÉÓÔ ɉρ #ÏÒȢ ρȡσπɊȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÕÌÌȟ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ÕÐȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ ÒÉÃÈÅÓȢ (ÅÎÃÅȟ 
we need no other source. Because Christ is our perfection and completion, we 
do not need other rules and authorities as objects of adoration, for He is the 
Head of all these. (Col. 2:10, footnote 1)

Colossians 3:1-4 implies that with Christ we have one position, one life, one 
living, one destiny, and one glory. Because we and Christ have one position, we 
are where He is…The life He has we have also. Moreover, we have one living 
with Christ…If we have one living with Christ in a practical way day by day, 
then whatever we do, He does also. This means that when we talk, He talks…If 
we become angry and Christ is not angry, we do not have one living with Him 
at that particular time. In such a case, our living is not His living. We should 
refrain from losing our temper not because we are trying to obey a biblical 
command but because we sense that the Christ who lives in us is not losing His 
temper. If we simply try to control our temper, we are religious. But if we do not 
lose our temper because we are living with Christ, then we are one with Him in 
life and in living.

We also have one glory and destiny with Christ. Glory is our future and our 
destination. The Lord Jesus is now in glory. However, He is in glory in a way that 
is hidden from mankind…One day Christ will be in glory no longer in a hidden 
way but in an open way, in the way of manifestation. Then everyone on earth 
×ÉÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÇÌÏÒÙȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÐÅÎÌÙ ÉÎ ÇÌÏÒÙȢ 
This is our destiny as well. (Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 509-
510)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇÓȢ ρυȟ συȟ τψ
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Ɍ

Ҏ 1 љ 4Ņ ᵶᴂװ ғ ҅ Ї
ҏ ԐЇ ɼ

ᵶᴂ ҏ ԐЇҒ ҏ Ԑɼ
ҿᵶᴂ ԋЇᵶᴂ ғ ҅

ɼ ᴂ Ї ṢЇᵶ
ᴂӤ ғ ҅ ɼņ

ᴂ ᵣӈ ɼ ᴂ Ї

ЇЃ Ҏ 1ЇЄ ᴂ Ӥ ɼ

҈ ԑ ЇӀ ЇŅ Ї

Ї ᵶ ָЇӤ ɼņӀ

Ї ᴂӤ Ї Ғ ҏ ɼӀ Ї

ᵜ Їԓ ᶕלᴂӤ

ɼ Ӏװ Ї ЇלᴂӤ ɼ

ᴂẨ Ї ᴂ Ғ ҏ ᴰ

ᴂғ ҅ү ᵣɼ ᴂ Ї ᴂ ɻ

ɻ ҏ үԐ ɼ Ԑ ҿ Ї

ᴂғӀ ҿ҅ ɼЃ ╦῏ 17ɼЄ ᴂ Ї

ᴂ ҏɻ ҏЇ Ї Ї ҏɼ

Ѓ ӫ Ї῏ ῏ ֒ ɼЄ

ӀЇ ҅ ᴶ ה ҏ └ ᴂ ϼ
ᴂ ᴶ Ї ᴂ Ї Ї

ҏɼ ᴂ ӈ ԓ Ж ᴶ
ԓ Ї ԓ ᴂ ɼ ᴂ װ

֩ ҅ ᴶ Ї ᴂ Ғ ҿԋ ҏ └
ҏ ɼ ᴂ ה ᴶ Ї

WEEK 4 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Col. 3:1-4 If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which 
are on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with 
Him in glory.

Our position is that we are in Christ. Because we are in Him, we are where 
He is—at the right hand of God (Col. 3:1). In John 17:24 the Lord Jesus prayed, 
Ȱ&ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ -Åȟ ) ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌÓÏ 
may be with Me where I am.” To be where the Lord Jesus is, is not a matter of 
ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȢ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ (Å ÐÒÁÙÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ (ÉÍȢ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ 
that they would be where He is.

If we stop here, we will have nothing more than a mere doctrinal 
understanding of our one position with Christ. We will only know the fact that 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å 
are one spirit with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). It is when we are in the spirit that we 
ÁÒÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙȢ ɉ,ÉÆÅȤ
study of Colossians, 2nd edition, pp. 510-511)

Today’s Reading

Praise the Lord that transmission is going on from heaven to our spirit! 
7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ 
in heaven. Our spirit is directly related to heaven. The heavenly transmission 
begins in heaven and ends in our spirit. Because we may experience and enjoy 
this unique transmission, there is no need for us to go to heaven in order to be in 
heaven. Simply by being in our spirit where we experience the transmission from 
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heaven, we are in heaven. Just as the lights in the meeting hall are connected to 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏ× ÏÆ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÔÙȟ ÓÏ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÖÉÎÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ПÌÏ×Ó ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÏÎÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ

We need to ask ourselves…whether we are in heaven or on earth. In 
answering this question we need to be careful. The proper way to answer is 
to say that when we are in spirit, we are also in heaven, but when we are not 
in spirit, we are on earth and, experientially, even under the earth. According 
to our experience, we know that in spirit we may be in heaven one minute 
and then, because we do not remain in our spirit, we may immediately plunge 
ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ 
you may be in the heavenlies, having prayed yourself into the spirit. But at the 
breakfast table your wife or husband may say something to bother you, and 
ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÄÒÁ×Î ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ПÌÅÓÈȢ .Ï ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ 
heaven; you are now on earth. This indicates that only when we are in spirit are 
we in heaven. Whenever we are outside the spirit, we are earthly.

In Colossians 3:1 Paul charges us to seek the things which are above. The 
way to seek these things is to turn to the spirit and call on the name of the 
Lord…[Then] we are lifted into heaven. Then in our experience we are in Christ, 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ 
Christ, seeking the things which are above.

)Î σȡσ 0ÁÕÌ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ&ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÈÉÄÄÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
in God.” Because our life (not our natural life but our spiritual life, which is 
Christ) is hidden with Christ in God, who is in the heavens, we should no longer 
care for things on the earth. God in the heavens should be the sphere of our 
living. With Christ we should live in God. In verse 4 Paul continues, “When 
Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in 
glory.” In God, Christ, not our self, our soul, is our life. This life is now hidden, 
but it will be manifested. Then we will be manifested with this life in glory. 
(Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 511-512, 224)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇȢ ςχ
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

established in the faith even as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.

and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the 
growth of God.

&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ "ÏÄÙ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÔÈÅ (ÅÁÄ ɍ#ÏÌȢ ςȡρωɎ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ "ÏÄÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ 
allow itself to be separated from the Head…by anything. When we live by our 
culture instead of by Christ, we separate ourselves from Christ as the Head and 
are defrauded of our prize, which is the enjoyment of Christ. If we are rooted in 
Christ and walk as He moves, we will spontaneously absorb the riches of Christ 
into our being and grow with the growth of God. This growth is by holding 
Christ as the Head.

Colossians 2:19 speaks of the supply and of the Body being knit together. 
When the Body is supplied and knit together by holding the Head, the Body 
grows with the growth of God. The phrase out from whom in this verse is 
important. It indicates that the Body grows out from the Head, for all the 
supply comes from the Head. In one sense, Christ is the Head; in another sense, 
He is the soil. As we absorb the riches of the soil, we hold the Head. Likewise, 
to receive the supply from the Head is to absorb the riches from the soil .. We 
grow with the increase from the soil; we also grow as the Body with the supply 
out from the Head. (Life-study of Colossians, 2nd edition, pp. 376-377)

Today’s Reading

Colossians 2:7 speaks of having been rooted in Christ and of being built up 
in Him. The more a plant grows, the more it builds itself up. A tree, for example, 
builds itself up by absorbing into itself nourishment from the soil. This implies 
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organic activity. Through this activity the nourishment from the soil is absorbed 
into the tree.

)Ô ÉÓ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ςȡχ 0ÁÕÌ ÐÕÔÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ 
The reason for this is that being rooted is for growing, and growing is genuine 
building. Growth is not only for building but is actually the building itself. As a 
tree grows, it builds itself up. The same is true of human beings. As all mothers 
realize, the more their children are nourished with healthy food, the more they 
grow, and by growing, they are built up. The organic activity that takes place 
within them causes them to grow. This growth is the building of their physical 
bodies.

Being rooted brings in the growing, and the growing is the building. If we 
do not grow, we cannot have any building. We grow by absorbing the rich, 
nourishing element of the soil. Having been rooted in Christ, we now are being 
built up in Him. We have been rooted in Christ, and we grow by absorbing His 
riches into us. This leads to growth, which is the building up of ourselves in 
Christ.

In 2:19 Paul speaks of “holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being 
richly supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with 
the growth of God.” Holding the Head is equal to abiding in Christ. Of course, 
to hold the Head implies that we are not detached, or severed, from Him. At 
the time Paul wrote to the Colossians, they had been somewhat detached from 
Christ by their culture. Culture can be a form of insulation that keeps us from 
Christ. To hold the Head is to remain in Christ without any insulation between 
us and Him.

Out from whom in verse 19 indicates that something is coming out from the 
Head to cause the Body to grow. The growth of the Body depends on what comes 
out of Christ as the Head, just as the growth of a plant depends on what comes 
into the plant from the soil. If a plant does not absorb nutrients from the soil, the 
plant cannot grow. Likewise, if we do not receive what comes out from Christ as 
the Head, the Body cannot grow. Holding the Head is, therefore, equal to being 
rooted in Christ as the soil. (Life-study of Colossians, 2nd edition, pp. 444-445)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇÓȢ ττȟ υρ
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

who is the Head, Christ, out from whom all the Body…causes the growth 

)Î ρ #ÏÒÉÎÔÈÉÁÎÓ σȡω 0ÁÕÌ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÉÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÅÄ ÌÁÎÄȢ )Î 
verse 6 he says, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth.”…
4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
planted into Christ…Later, Apollos came to water what Paul had planted. 
Although Paul planted and Apollos watered, it was God who caused the 
growth.

God causes the growth…by getting into us…The growth of the Body 
depends on the growth of God, the addition of God, the increase of God, 
within us. Therefore, God causes the growth by giving Himself to us in a very 
subjective way.

Since God causes growth in this way, we need to take time to absorb Him…
As we daily take time to eat food, we should daily take time to absorb the Lord, 
take time to assimilate the riches of Christ. Our contact with the Lord should 
not be rushed. If we are in a hurry, we will not be able to absorb much of His 
riches. We need to allow adequate time for prayer. This will enable us to absorb 
more of the riches of our God. (Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 
447-448)

Today’s Reading

In Ephesians Paul also speaks of growth and building. In Ephesians 2:21 
ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ)Î ×ÈÏÍ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇȟ ÂÅÉÎÇ ПÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÈÏÌÙ 
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temple in the Lord.” This verse refers to the universal church. In the eyes of 
God, the universal church is a building. This building is growing by absorbing 
the riches of Christ.

In 4:15 and 16 Paul goes on to say, “But holding to truth in love, we may 
grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, Christ, out from whom all the 
Body, being joined together and being knit together through every joint of the 
rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one part, causes 
the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.”…We must hold to 
the truth in love so that we may grow into the Head in all things. Out from the 
Head in whom we have grown, we have nourishment, as indicated by the word 
supply. Through the supply that comes out from the Head, the Body grows and 
builds itself up in love. Much is implied here. The focal point of the implications 
of Ephesians 4:15 and 16 is that we should be rooted in Christ and absorb His 
nourishment into our being to become the element and substance with which 
we grow and are built up.

&ÉÒÓÔȟ ×Å ÇÒÏ× ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅÌÙȢ )ÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ 
corporate growth. Hence, not only are the members built up individually, but 
ÔÈÅ "ÏÄÙ ÉÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÕÐ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅÌÙȢ /ÕÒ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÂÏÄÉÅÓ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÉÓȢ 9ÏÕÒ ÂÏÄÙ 
is built up through the growth of the individual members. If the members do 
not grow, the body cannot grow. Without growing, the members of the body 
cannot build themselves up…The building of the body depends on the building 
up of the individual members of the body. If all the members grow and build 
themselves up individually, the body will be built up corporately.

After a church has been in a locality for a certain period of time, friction may 
develop between the saints…The growth in Christ [cancels] out all this friction. 
Therefore, we can be happy together and truly one. The shortages among us are 
ПÉÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ 4ÈÅÎ ×Å ÇÒÏ× ÂÏÔÈ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅÌÙȢ 
This is the genuine building of the church. The building up of the church is based 
ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
members depends on their growth, which, in turn, depends upon being rooted in 
Christ and absorbing the riches of Christ to become the very element with which 
the members grow. (Life-study of Colossians, second edition, pp. 450-451)

&ÕÒÔÈÅÒ 2ÅÁÄÉÎÇȡ ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȟ ÍÓÇÓȢ υςȟ υφ
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 Thou art the Son beloved

Praise of the Lord — His All-Inclusiveness
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2. Thou art before all creatures, 

  In Thee all things consist; 

Of all Thou art the center, 

  By Thee all things subsist. 

Thou art the sole beginning, 

  The Firstborn from the dead; 

And for the Church, Thy Body, 

  Thou art the glorious Head. 
 

3. Because it pleased the Father, 

  All fulness dwells in Thee, 

That Thou might have the first place 

  In all we ever see. 

All things Thou reconciledst 

  To God by Thy shed blood, 

To thus present us holy 

  And blameless unto God. 
 

4. In Thee God’s fulness dwelleth, 

  Thou art God’s mystery; 

The treasures of all wisdom 

  And knowledge are in Thee. 

Thou art the hope of glory, 

  In us Thou dost abide; 

In Thee we are perfected 

  And God is satisfied. 
 

5. All things are but a shadow 

  Which unto us reveal 

Thyself, in whom we’re rooted, 

  The only One that’s real. 

Enjoying all Thy riches, 

  Thy fulness we will be; 

We’ll hold Thee, as Thy Body, 

  And grow with God in Thee. 
 

6. With Thee in God we’re hidden, 

  Thou art in us our life; 

Thy peace in us presiding, 

  We rest from all our strife. 

In the new man, Thy Body, 

  Thou art the all in all; 

Our all-inclusive Savior, 

  Thyself we’ll ever call. 
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 ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Five

The Reigning Aspect of the Mature Life 
Seen in the Life of Joseph

Hymns: 943

Scripture Reading: Gen. 41:39-44, 51-52; 45:5-8; 47:14-23; 50:15-
21

§ Day 1

I.	 According to spiritual experience, Jacob and Joseph are one 
person; Joseph represents the reigning aspect of the mature 
Israel, the constitution of Christ in Jacob's mature nature; 
as a mature saint constituted with Christ, the perfect One, 
Jacob reigned through Joseph—Gen. 41:39-44; Heb. 6:1a; 
Gal. 6:8; 5:22-23:

A.	The reigning aspect typified by Joseph is Christ constituted into our 
being—4:19.

B.	Joseph, a “master of dreams” (Gen. 37:19), dreamed that, according to 
God's view, His people are sheaves of wheat full of life and heavenly 
bodies full of light (vv. 5-11); Joseph's two dreams (vv. 7, 9), both from 
God, unveiled to him God's divine view concerning the nature, position, 
function, and goal of God's people on earth:

1.	We have to use the “divine telescope” to see through time and behold the 
New Jerusalem, where there is nothing but sheaves full of life and stars full 



ǵ 5 Ŧ  2 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 5 Outline - Page 2

ɷ űŶ Ųů Ű Ŵ ŷ Ÿ̢

Ǿ ǿ
űş

ŰŸ

Űŷ ŲŰ ŰŴ Űŷ

Ŷ űŲ

̢

Ҏ ӐҐ Ї ֒ ҈
Ӑ Жל Ї

ᾥⅎ ᵲ Ж ₉
Ӑ Ї ᴂ ┼ᴥЇ

ᴂ ɼЃ֒ 21 љ 32ɼЄ

 ҅ Ї ҅ ֩ Ӏ
ЖЃ ҈9ЖЄ Ї Ї

Ⱶŀ∕ҎӢ 2љ 5Ї21 љ 23Е

Űş

̢

űş

ɷų Ŵ űű űŲ ̢

Ǿ ǿ

֒ Їל Ḫ
ҩүל Ҳ ᵊ ЖЃ 8ЖЄ

Ї Ṩ ₧Ḫ Ї

of light; thus, the reigning aspect of the mature life never speaks negatively 
concerning the saints or the church—cf. 38:27-30; Matt. 7:1-5; 1 Pet. 3:8-9.

§ Day 2
2.	Joseph's dreams controlled his life and directed his behavior; he behaved 

so excellently and marvelously because he was directed by the vision that 
he saw in his dreams (cf. Acts 26:19); his brothers vented their anger (Gen. 
37:18-31) and indulged in their lust (38:15-18), but Joseph subdued his 
anger and conquered his lust (39:7-23), behaving as a sheaf full of life and 
conducting himself like a heavenly star shining in the darkness.

C.	Joseph's life under the heavenly vision was the life of the kingdom of the 
heavens described in Matthew 5—7; by living such a life, he was fully 
prepared to reign as a king; according to the constitution of the heavenly 
kingdom revealed in these chapters in Matthew, our anger must be 
subdued, and our lust must be conquered (5:21-32).

D.	The reigning aspect of the mature life is a life that always enjoys the 
presence of the Lord (Acts 7:9); wherever His presence is, there is 
authority, the ruling power (Gen. 39:2-5, 21-23):

1.	In the presence of the Lord, Joseph was prospered by Him; while Joseph was 
undergoing ill-treatment, he enjoyed the Lord's prosperity that came to him 
under the Lord's sovereignty.

2.	In the presence of the Lord, Joseph was favored with the Lord's blessing 
wherever he was; when Joseph enjoyed prosperity, he and those who were 
involved with him were blessed—vv. 4-5, 22-23.

§ Day 3
E.	Although his own dreams were not yet fulfilled, Joseph had the faith and 

the boldness to interpret the dreams of his two companions in prison 
(40:8); eventually, Joseph was released from prison indirectly through 
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his speaking by faith in interpreting the cupbearer's dream (41:9-13), 
and he was ushered to the throne directly through his speaking boldly in 
interpreting Pharaoh's dreams (vv. 14-46); both release and authority 
came to him through his speaking:

1.	Andrew Murray once said a word like this: the good minister of the Word should 
always minister more than he has experienced; this means that we should speak 
more according to the vision than according to the fulfillment of the vision.

2.	Even if our vision has not been fulfilled, we should still speak of it to others; 
the time will come when our vision will be fulfilled; Joseph's dreams were 
eventually fulfilled through his interpretation of the dream of the cupbearer.

3.	We should not speak according to our feelings but according to the heavenly 
vision; we are visionaries, seers, of God's eternal economy, so we should 
speak according to the absoluteness of the truth of His economy—Acts 
26:16-19.

F.	If we are living out Christ, we will bring either life or death wherever we 
are (2 Cor. 2:14-16); to the cupbearer, Joseph brought restoration; to the 
baker, he brought execution (Gen. 41:12-13).

G.	If we seek the Lord, He will put us into a “dungeon”; without the dungeon 
we cannot ascend to the throne; we must not be a “dungeon dropout”; we 
must stay in the dungeon until we graduate and receive the crown—Eph. 
3:1; 4:1; James 1:12.

§ Day 4

II.	 Joseph as a fruitful bough (Gen. 49:22) typifies Christ as the 
branch (Isa. 11:1-2) for the branching out of God through 
His believers as His branches (John 15:1, 5); in Genesis 
49:22 the fountain signifies God, the source of fruitfulness 
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(Psa. 36:9; Jer. 2:13), and the branches' running over 
the wall signifies that Christ's believers as His branches 
spread Christ over every restriction, magnifying Him in all 
circumstances (Phil. 1:20; 4:22; Philem. 10):

A.	In his receiving glory and gifts in his enthronement, Joseph typifies Christ, 
who received glory (Heb. 2:9) and gifts (Psa. 68:18; Acts 2:33) in His 
ascension (Gen. 41:42):

1.	The ring, the garments, and the gold chain portray the gifts that Christ 
received in His ascension to the heavens, which gifts He has passed on to the 
church—v. 42:

a.	The signet ring signifies the Holy Spirit as a seal within and upon 
Christ's believers—Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:13; 4:30; cf. Luke 15:22.

b.	The garments signify Christ as our objective righteousness for our 
justification before God (1 Cor. 1:30; cf. Psa. 45:9, 13; Luke 15:22) 
and as our subjective righteousness lived out of us that we may be 
qualified to participate in the marriage of the Lamb (Phil. 3:9; Psa. 
45:14; Rev. 19:7-9).

c.	The gold chain signifies the beauty of the Holy Spirit given for 
obedience expressed in submission (cf. Acts 5:32); a chained neck 
signifies a will that has been conquered and subdued to obey God's 
commandment (Gen. 41:42; cf. S. S. 1:10; Prov. 1:8-9).

2.	According to the sequence of spiritual experience, we first receive the sealing 
of the Spirit for salvation; then we receive the garment of righteousness and 
begin to live Christ (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:20-21a); in order for us to live Christ, 
our neck must be chained, our will must be conquered and subdued, by the 
Holy Spirit.

B.	After being resurrected from the prison of death and ushered into the 
position of ascension, Joseph married Asenath, who portrays the church 
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taken out of the Gentile world during Christ's rejection by the children 
of Israel (Gen. 41:45); Joseph called the name of his firstborn Manasseh 
(meaning “making to forget”) and the name of his second Ephraim 
(meaning “twice fruitful”); Joseph declared, “God has made me forget 
all my trouble and all my father's house,” and “God has made me [twice] 
fruitful in the land of my affliction” (vv. 51-52).

§ Day 5

III.	The record of Joseph's life is a revelation of the rulership 
of the Spirit, for the rulership of the Spirit is the reigning 
aspect of a mature saint; the rulership of the Spirit (a life of 
reigning in life, being under the restriction and limitation of 
the divine life in the reality of God's kingdom) is higher than 
any other aspect of the Spirit—Rom. 5:17, 21; 14:17-18; cf. 2 
Cor. 3:17-18; 2 Tim. 4:22; Rev. 4:1-3:

A.	Although Joseph was full of human feelings and sentiments toward 
his brothers, he kept himself with all his feelings under the rulership 
of the Spirit; he dealt with his brothers soberly, wisely, and with 
discernment, disciplining them according to their need in order to 
perfect them and build them up that they might be a collective people 
living together as God's testimony on earth; the life manifested in the 
story of Joseph is the resurrection life, the life of God—Gen. 42:9, 24; 
43:30-31; 45:1-2, 24.

B.	Joseph's living under God's restriction, a portrait of the human living 
of Christ, manifested the maturity and perfection of the divine life 
and brought in God's kingdom—John 5:19, 30b; 7:16, 18; 14:10; Matt. 
8:9-10.

C.	In Joseph's dealings with his brothers, we see that he lived a calm life, a 
sober life, and a discerning life with love for the brothers—a self-denying 
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life as the practice of the kingdom life—Gen. 45:24; Matt. 16:24; 2 Chron. 
1:10; Isa. 30:15a; Phil. 1:9; 1 Tim. 5:1-2; 1 Thes. 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thes. 1:3; 
Rom. 12:10; 1 John 4:9; Heb. 13:1.

D.	The most powerful person is the one who has the strength not to do what 
he is able to do—this is the real denial of the self and the genuine bearing 
of the cross—Matt. 16:24; cf. 26:53; 2 Cor. 2:12-16.

§ Day 6
E.	Joseph's realization was that it was God who sent him to Egypt; in Genesis 

50:20 he said to his brothers, “Even though you intended evil against 
me, God intended it for good” (45:5, 7; 50:19-21; cf. 41:51-52); this is the 
reality of Paul's word in Romans 8:28-29; Joseph received as from God 
all that his brothers had done to him, and he comforted those who had 
offended him (Gen. 45:5-8; 50:15-21); what grace, and what an excellent 
spirit, he had!

IV.	 Because Joseph suffered and denied himself, he gained the 
riches of the life supply (Hymns, #635); in order to receive 
food from him as a type of Christ, the people had to pay four 
kinds of prices: their money, their livestock, their land, and 
themselves—47:14-23; cf. Rev. 3:18:

A.	Money represents convenience, livestock signifies the means of living, and 
land represents resources; if we would receive the life supply from the 
Lord as the Dispenser, we must give Him our convenience, our means of 
livelihood, and our resources; the more we give Him, the more life supply 
we will receive from Him.

B.	Ultimately, in order to receive the best portion from the Lord, including 
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food for satisfaction and seed to produce something for others (Gen. 
47:23), we must hand ourselves, every part of our being, over to Him 
(Lev. 1:4).

C.	When we pay the highest price by handing over every part of our being to 
Him, we enjoy the best portion of the enjoyment of Christ.

V.	 The universal blessing on Joseph consummates in the 
New Jerusalem in the new heaven and new earth, in which 
everything will be new as a blessing to Christ and His 
believers—Gen. 49:25-26; Deut. 33:13-16; Rev. 21:5:

A.	Transformation is to be metabolically changed with the newness of the 
divine life, maturity is to be filled with the newness of the divine life that 
changes us, and blessing is the overflow of life; the ending of Jacob's life 
with Joseph was a life of blessing as the zenith of his shining—Prov. 4:18; 
Heb. 11:21; Gen. 47:7; 48:15-16.

B.	Only God is new; anything that is kept away from God is old, but 
anything that comes back to God is new (2 Cor. 5:17); to be renewed 
means to come back to God and have something of God put into us so 
that we are mingled with God and one with God for the Body life (4:16; 
Rom. 12:1-2).

C.	The secret of receiving God as our blessing of newness is to bring 
everything to God and let Him get into everything; the universal blessing 
on Joseph means that blessing is everywhere; our praises turn everything 
of the curse of the fall into a blessing—Eph. 5:20; 1 Thes. 5:16-18.
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

When Jacob was matured, his name was changed. Not only was his 
disposition transformed, but his name was changed from Jacob, a supplanter, 
to Israel, a matured prince of God, one who could reign for God. The reigning 
aspect of…the matured Israel [is] portrayed in the biography of Joseph. Because 
Joseph represents an aspect of Jacob, we should not consider Joseph a person 
separate from Jacob. This is the reason the last fourteen chapters of Genesis 
combine the record of Joseph’s life with the record of Jacob’s.

!Ó Á ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÓÁÉÎÔȟ 
the mature Israel. Certainly the reigning aspect of such a person must be 
perfect. None of us, of course, is perfect. However, in our reigning aspect we are 
perfect. Whenever we are reigning in the spirit, we are perfect. (Life-study of 
Genesis, pp. 1406-1408)

Today’s Reading

A matured saint who has passed through the experiences represented by 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…has an aspect that is constituted solely of Christ. 
Because this aspect of him is the constitution of Christ, it is perfect. Joseph 
represents this constituted aspect of a matured saint. In each of us there is 
a part that is constituted of Christ. Even if you have just been regenerated, a 
part of you, your regenerated spirit, has been constituted of Christ. This is the 
beginning of Christ’s constitution in you. The process of being constituted of 
Christ will continue until it reaches its climax when the reigning aspect comes 
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forth in you. When you are fully matured, you will have this top portion, this top 
aspect. Joseph represents the constitution of Christ in Jacob’s mature life. This 
aspect, Christ constituted in the matured saints, is perfect. Hence, it perfectly 
ÔÙÐÉПÉÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ

Although God’s people are positioned in heaven as the sun, the moon, and 
the stars, they are living on earth as sheaves (Phil. 3:20; 2:15), for sheaves grow 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȢ 4ÏÄÁÙ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÌÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
people…If you say that the brothers and sisters are so bad, it means that you 
are extremely shortsighted. But if you use the divine telescope to see through 
time, you will behold the New Jerusalem where there is nothing but sheaves 
and stars. In the New Jerusalem there are no “gophers” or “scorpions.” There, 
everything is full of life and light…Only God could have caused Joseph to have 
these dreams.

The mature life has a reigning aspect. The more mature in life you become, 
the less you will speak negatively concerning the saints or the church…In 
God’s eyes the believers are all sheaves. They are also the sun, the moon, and 
the stars. After seeing such a vision, I have nevertheless said at times, “Yes, I 
have seen that the church is wonderful. But actually it is not so.” In saying this, 
the “tail” was exposed. Even this “tail” caused me to suffer death. Eventually, 
I was completely subdued and convinced, and I said, “Lord, I forget my short 
sight and use the divine telescope. The church is excellent, marvelous, and 
wonderful. There is nothing wrong with the church. It is perfect and complete.” 
When I speak like this, I am full of life and I enjoy life. To me, every brother and 
sister is wonderful, and I love them all, including the backsliders. The more I 
speak this way about the brothers and sisters, the more I am full of life. I believe 
many of us have experienced this. We are not the ones to judge. God is the 
Judge. And He is not judging the saints; He is working on them to transform the 
“scorpions” into sheaves and the “gophers” into stars. Eventually, we all shall be 
sheaves and stars. May we all have this eternal view. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 
1409-1410, 1418-1420)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 110
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Joseph behaved so excellently and marvelously because he was directed by 
ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÈÅ ÓÁ× ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȣ4ÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÁÎ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ɍ×ÁÓɎ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅÄ ÂÙ 
the heavenly vision, the vision that he was a sheaf rising up full of life and that 
he was a star worshipped by all the other stars!…The vision of his two dreams 
controlled his life and directed his behavior. He behaved as the sheaf standing 
up and full of life, and he conducted himself like a heavenly star shining in the 
darkness. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1424-1425)

Today’s Reading

Just as we all have anger, we also have lust. If you have no lust, then you 
must be a bench or a stone. Every human being has lust. The way to control our 
lust is to be subdued, controlled, and directed by the vision…The people perish 
when they do not have a vision. Because we have seen the vision, it is very 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÄÕÌÇÅ ÉÎ ÌÕÓÔȣ(ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÌÉÆÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
the sheaf and the vision of the star.

Joseph’s life under the heavenly vision was the life of the kingdom of the 
heavens described in Matthew 5, 6, and 7. According to the constitution of the 
heavenly kingdom revealed in these chapters in Matthew, our anger must be 
subdued and our lust conquered (Matt. 5:21-32). If we claim to be the kingdom 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÙÅÔ ×Å ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÓÕÂÄÕÅ ÏÕÒ ÁÎÇÅÒ ÏÒ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÒ ÏÕÒ ÌÕÓÔȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ПÉÎÉÓÈÅÄȢ 
Instead of being in the kingdom, we are on the seashore. We are those giving 
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vent to our anger and indulging in lust. But all the kingdom people subdue their 
anger and conquer their lust. This is the kingdom life.

In the kingdom life today, kings are being trained. We, the kingdom people in 
the kingdom life, are being trained to be kings, to be Josephs, to be the reigning 
aspect of the mature life. For this, we must subdue our anger and conquer 
our lust. What a wonderful picture Joseph’s life is of our experience today!…
Instead of agreeing with our anger or cooperating with our lust, we reject our 
anger and condemn our lust, because we are the reigning aspect of the mature 
life. We have the constitution of Christ within us, and we are being prepared to 
reign as kings.

A life such as Joseph’s always has the presence of the Lord (Gen. 39:2-5, 21-
23). Wherever the presence of the Lord is, there is authority. If you have the 
presence of the Lord, the authority of the Lord will be with you. For example, 
in captivity Daniel had the Lord’s presence; therefore, the Lord’s authority was 
×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÍȣ)Î ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ *ÏÓÅÐÈȟ 0ÏÔÉÐÈÁÒȟ ÁÎ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒ ÉÎ 0ÈÁÒÁÏÈȭÓ ÐÁÌÁÃÅȟ ×ÁÓ 
in control of things. Eventually, however, Potiphar was under Joseph’s control 
because Joseph had the Lord’s presence…Although there was a ruler over the 
prison, eventually this ruler was not the actual ruler. Instead, Joseph, a prisoner 
who had the presence of God, became the ruler. Both in Potiphar’s house and in 
the prison Joseph became king.

Wherever the constitution of Christ goes with the presence of God, there 
will be the reigning part. In the coming kingdom it will be this part that will 
be the co-kings with Christ in the kingdom of the heavens. Thus, the reigning 
aspect of the mature life is a life that always enjoys the presence of the Lord. 
The authority in this universe is the Lord Himself. Wherever His presence is, 
there is authority, the ruling power. As long as we have the Lord’s presence, we 
have authority, even if we are in prison. Although we may be prisoners, we shall 
eventually become rulers. We shall rule wherever we are. This indicates that 
we are the reigning aspect of the mature life. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1428-
1429)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 111
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔȣ*ÏÓÅÐÈ ×ÁÓ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÎПÉÎÅÍÅÎÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆ 
cupbearer and the baker…They could not understand their dreams, but Joseph 
×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÔÈÅÍȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȟ 
he had the faith and the boldness to interpret the dreams of his companions 
[Gen. 40:8-19]. If I had been Joseph, I would have said, “I interpreted my own 
ÄÒÅÁÍÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȣ%ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ) ÄÉÄ ËÎÏ× 
the meaning of their dreams, I would not have the assurance to tell them, 
ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÍÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ 
ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȟ ÈÅ 
still had the boldness to say to his companions, “Do not interpretations belong 
to God? Please tell it to me” (40:8). Joseph seemed to be saying, “I had two 
dreams, and God gave me the interpretation of them. I still believe in these 
ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÔÏ 
interpret your dreams for you.” (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1437-1438)

Today’s Reading

We should speak more according to the vision than according to the 
ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÏÎȢ %ÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÏÕÒ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÈÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȟ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢ 
*ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
dream of the cupbearer. It was just a matter of days before the dreams of 
ÔÈÅ ÃÕÐÂÅÁÒÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÁËÅÒ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ÏÆ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÅÄȢ
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Joseph’s speaking not only released him from prison, but also ushered 
him to the throne. Joseph spoke himself to the throne. He was given authority 
directly through his interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams (Gen. 41:25-44). If I 
had been the one interpreting dreams for Pharaoh, I would have been very 
cautious, fearing that Pharaoh would ask me about my own dreams…Joseph, 
however, was bold to speak, to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, and through his 
ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȣ4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ 
and that you are in the dungeon, the longer you will remain in the dungeon. But 
the more you speak, the more released you will be.

Speaking is what gave Joseph his authority. His speaking not only put him 
on the throne, but it secured for him authority over all the land. The more you 
speak, the more authority you will have. Release and authority both come 
through speaking.

Wherever you are, you will bring either life or death. To the cupbearer, 
Joseph brought life. In the cupbearer’s dream we see a vine full of life. But to 
the baker, Joseph brought death, because the baker was devoured by birds. It 
ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á *ÏÓÅÐÈȟ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅÖÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÇÏȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÒ ÓÕÆÆÅÒ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ %ÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÔÙÐÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
vine full of life, or they will be devoured by Satan, represented by the birds 
of the air. When some read Genesis 40, they may…ask the Lord why He kept 
Joseph in prison for such a long time.

If you seek the Lord, the Lord will put you into a dungeon. Perhaps all who 
are around you—your wife, your children, the elders, and the brothers and 
sisters—intend to respect you; however, whatever they do only serves to put 
you into a dungeon. We have nothing to say about this. Without the dungeon, 
we cannot ascend to the throne. Do not be a dungeon dropout; stay in the 
dungeon until you graduate and receive the crown. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 
1439, 1461-1462, 1442, 1457-1458)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 112, 114; CWWN, vol. 57, 
ch. 12
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

*ÏÓÅÐÈ ÁÓ Á ÆÒÕÉÔÆÕÌ ÂÏÕÇÈ ÔÙÐÉПÉÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ɉ)ÓÁȢ ρρȡρɊ ÆÏÒ 
the branching out of God through His believers as His branches (John 15:1, 
υɊȢ )Î 'ÅÎÅÓÉÓ τωȡςς ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÆÒÕÉÔÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ 
ɉ0ÓÁȢ σφȡωȠ *ÅÒȢ ςȡρσɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓȭ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÌÌ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
Christ’s believers as His branches spread Christ over every restriction, 
magnifying Him in all circumstances (Phil. 1:20; 4:22; Philem. 10). (Gen. 
49:22, footnote 1)

)Î ÈÉÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÅÎÔÈÒÏÎÅÍÅÎÔȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÔÙÐÉПÉÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 
who received glory (Heb. 2:9) and gifts (Psa. 68:18; Acts 2:33) in His ascension. 
The ring, the garments, and the gold chain portray the gifts that Christ received 
in His ascension to the heavens, which gifts He has passed on to the church. The 
ÓÉÇÎÅÔ ÒÉÎÇ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÁÓ Á ÓÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÕÐÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ 
(Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:13; 4:30; cf. Luke 15:22). The garments signify Christ as our 
ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 'ÏÄ ɉρ #ÏÒȢ ρȡσπȠ ÃÆȢ 0ÓÁȢ 
45:9, 13; Luke 15:22) and as our subjective righteousness lived out of us that 
×Å ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÍÂ ɉ0ÓÁȢ τυȡρτ ÁÎÄ 
ÆÏÏÔÎÏÔÅ ρȠ 2ÅÖȢ ρωȡχȤω ÁÎÄ ÆÏÏÔÎÏÔÅ ψςɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÃÈÁÉÎ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ 
of the Holy Spirit given for obedience expressed in submission (cf. Acts 5:32). 
(Gen. 41:42, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading
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Ї ᾨ ᴂ Ї
ᶕ ᴂ Ж ᴂ ӎ Ї ɼ
Ѓꜘԑ 20Ї ҅ 20 љ 21 ҏɼЄҿ Ї ᴂ

ҏ Ї ᴂ ɼ
Ѓ Ї∕ ҅ 42 1ɼЄ

װ ∆ָҒ ה ЇӀ ᴂל
ɼЃ₴Ҏԑ 9ɼЄň Ї

װ ה ת ɼ ᵶ
Ї ҏԋ ɼň ᴶ֒ Ҏ ԑ

Ї ה ָɼ Ї ᵲҿ
ҐЇҒ׃ ҿ ЇӤ ҿ ɼה

∕қ ҅ ֒ Ї ᴂ ԋ
ᾟ֘ ҿ ɼ

Ї ָɼ ᾤᴂ
ԋ ɼ Ӥ ҅ү Ї ᵫ װ
∆ָ ṢЇה ָҲ ᴰҿ ɼ

ғ ָ ҅ ЇלהᴂҲ ԋ҅ү ɼň
֘ װ ∆ָ Їה
қ ᴰɼ Ї └
қ Ї Ї ҙה қ ᴰɼ

לה ֘ ԋҩүᾟ Ї
װ ɼ ŅᶕӐ ԋņɼ

₴ Ї ЇŅ ᶕ ԋ҅⅓ Ї
Ὴ ɼņЃ51ɼЄ ₴ Ї

ᶕ ԋ҅⅓ ɼň ᴰ ֥ Ї
ԋ ɼ

װ Ї Ņ ņɼЃ52ɼЄ
װ ₴ Ї ЇŅ ᶕ Ӑ
ɼņň ᴂᴶ Ї ӕ Е
ŅҒῴ ԋɼ ϼņЃ∕қ
Ї҅҈Ҏ҅ ҅҈Ҏԑɻ҅҈Ҏ֒ ҅҈Ҏ῏ ɼЄ

Е∕қ Ї ҅ Ҏ ɼ

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȟ ×Å ПÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
sealing Spirit for salvation; then we receive the garment of righteousness and 
begin to live Christ (Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:20-21a). In order for us to live Christ, 
our neck must be chained, our will must be subdued, by the Holy Spirit. (Gen. 
41:42, footnote 1)

When the children of Israel were disobedient, the Lord referred to them as a 
ÓÔÉÆÆȤÎÅÃËÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ɉ%ØÏȢ σςȡωɊȣ4ÈÅ ÃÈÁÉÎÅÄ ÎÅÃË ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ Á ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
conquered and subdued to obey God’s commandment…When your neck has 
been conquered and subdued in this way, it is chained…Acts 5:32 says that the 
Spirit is given to those who obey God. Hence, the Spirit is given not only as a gift 
for salvation, but also for obedience.

In Genesis 41:45 we see that Joseph took as his wife Asenath, the daughter 
of Potipherah, priest of On. Joseph’s wife was a heathen, an Egyptian. Joseph 
took her during the time he was rejected by his brothers. This also is a type 
portraying how Christ has taken the Gentiles as His wife during the time of His 
rejection by the Israelites. As He was staying with the Gentiles, He obtained a 
wife from among them. Asenath portrays the church taken out of the Gentile 
world by Christ during His rejection by the children of Israel. During the time of 
this rejection, Christ came to the Gentile world, stayed there, and received the 
church out of the Gentile world.

Of his wife, Asenath, Joseph begot two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. The 
name Manasseh means, “making to forget.” When Manasseh was born, Joseph 
said, “God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s house” (41:51). 
4ÈÉÓ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÎÁÓÓÅÈ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÆÏÒÇÏÔ ÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÁÆПÌÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȣ
This reveals that when the church is productive, Christ will declare that He has 
ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎ (ÉÓ ÁÆПÌÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ

The name of Joseph’s second son was Ephraim, which means “Fruitful” 
(41:52). When Ephraim was born, Joseph said, “God has made me fruitful in 
ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÁÆПÌÉÃÔÉÏÎȢȱȣ7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÐÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÆÒÕÉÔȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÆПÌÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ "ÕÔ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÕÉÔȦȱ 
(Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1450-1451, 1453-1454)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msg. 113
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֒ Ɍ ֒

֒ 17Ņň ֙ Ӑ Ї Ӑӎ
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ᵲ Ṣ ҈ ɼל Ҏ ӃЇ

ɼ Ӣ Ї ᴂ Ґל ɼ

Ї ᴂ ל└ ╦ Їל

Ҏ Ӣ ɼ Ї ᵲ ԑ ԑ Ї

ל└ ₴ ɻ װ Їל ֙

ɼל Ҳ Ї Ӄ ԋ ɼ

ᵜ ל ɼň

ɼ ᴂ Їל Ӥ ᴰ

ɼᵶ ҿᵶ Ṣԑ ԑ ӍК

Ṣԋɼ

҅ Їל ᴂ ԋЇ Ґל ɼṡ

ᴂ Ї ᴂᴰ ᾫ┼ ɼň Ї

ל Ї ┼ɼל Ї

┼ᾫל ꜠ɼל ᾫ┼ Ї ҿל

ָɼЃ∕қ Ї҅҈֒Ӣ

҅҈῏ɔ ɼЄ

Ԑ ЇҒ ָ Ї
Ғ ɼҒ׃ Ї ӤҒ

WEEK 5 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

*ÏÓÅÐÈ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȢ 'ÅÎÅÓÉÓ 
42 reveals that his brothers came to him and bowed down to him. Joseph was 
seventeen years old when he had his dreams. At the age of thirty he was exalted 
to rule over the land of Egypt. About nine years later Joseph’s brothers bowed 
themselves down to him. This means that Joseph would have been probably thirty-
nine years of age when his brothers came to him. Thus, about twenty-two years 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅÍ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÔÒÁÙÅÄ 
and imprisoned. Then he spent many years in the dungeon and eventually was 
elevated to the throne at the time of his exaltation. But still Joseph did not see the 
ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȣ*ÏÓÅÐÈ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÅÓÔÉÎÇȢ 
It may seem to us that his patience would have been exhausted. Could you have 
×ÁÉÔÅÄ Ô×ÅÎÔÙȤÔ×Ï ÙÅÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȩ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÄÉÄȢ

Then on a certain day his brothers came and bowed down to him. If we had 
been Joseph, we would not have been able to contain our excitement…Joseph, 
ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȢ 
Rather, he was calm and his excitement was under control. He was able to 
control himself in such a way because he was a person with the rulership of the 
Spirit. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1477-1478)

Today’s Reading

The life manifested in the story of Joseph is not the human life, much 
less the fallen life. Moreover, it is not even the good natural life. Rather, it 
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ɼ Ї ɼ
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Ҏ ӐӊЇדҒᵲ־Ӎװ ɼ

ᴂ ҅ Ґ דלЇל Ғᵲ־Ӎɼň

ל Ⱶ ָЇל Ⱶ Ғᵲל ᵲ Ԑɼ

ָЇ ҿל ҐЇ

ӐҐɼ

╦Ӣ Їל ҅ῴ

ɼň ל ְ ל Ṣ└ԋЇ Ӥ

₴ Ї Ҳ ɼל Ḫ ל Ӏ

ɼ Ғל ᵲ־ӍЇ ל ɼ

Ї ɼЃ∕қ

Ї҅҈῏҅ ҅҈῏ԑɻ҅῍ɔ῍ ҅῍҅

ɔ ɼЄ

Е∕қ Ї ҅ ֒ ҅ Ӣ ɼ

is the resurrection life, the life of God. Although Joseph was in an exciting 
situation, he did not display any looseness. This is life. With Joseph we 
see not only life but also the way of life, which is to keep ourselves under 
control…He was full of human feelings and sentiments, but he kept himself 
with all his feelings under the rulership of the Spirit. Therefore, in Joseph 
we see not only the mature life but a reigning life and the way of this 
reigning life. We all, especially the young people, need such a life and such 
a way that is the reigning aspect of a mature person. This life is not easily 
excited…Instead, in the midst of excitement it remains calm, controls itself, 
and conceals its glory.

Joseph was a person wholly under God’s restriction. Therefore, the kingdom 
of God could be brought in through him. In order for the kingdom to be realized 
in a practical way, there had to be a person who lived under restriction and who 
denied himself…

Joseph had the position and the power to do whatever he desired. However, 
he did not do anything for himself…The strongest thing is to be able not to do 
something that you can do. You have the power, the position, and the opportunity 
to do a certain thing, yet you still do not do it…After Joseph was enthroned, he did 
nothing to rescue himself from being alone, even though he had been separated 
ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÒÔÅÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ ÈÅ 
still did not do anything…This indicates that he was the most powerful person, 
one who has the strength not to do what he is able to do. Joseph was such a 
person because he was under God’s hand, under God’s restriction.

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÎÉÎÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÉÎ %ÇÙÐÔȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÅÄ 
the Lord again and again…Even when the time was right for his father to come 
to him in Egypt, Joseph did not go out to meet him on the way. I believe that 
this was the result of his being under the Lord’s restriction. Joseph knew that 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ 
denial of the self and the genuine bearing of the cross. (Life-study of Genesis, 
pp. 1479, 1519-1521)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 115-119
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֒ Ɍ ῏
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Їҿ ָ ɼ Ғ └ ɼ

WEEK 5 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

If we realize that we are here for the Lord’s purpose, for the Lord’s recovery, 
then we shall know that whatever happens to us is for God’s purpose [Rom. 
8:28]…Joseph loved God; therefore, whatever happened to him was for good. 
To be unwilling to forgive those who have offended you indicates that you are 
shortsighted. But if you see into the depth of what God has done, you will never 
seek revenge. Instead, you will always be willing to forgive those who have 
offended you. You will say, “Praise the Lord! Whatever happened to me was for 
good, not only for me, but for God’s people. Whatever happens to me works 
good for the kingdom of God.” (Life-study of Genesis, p. 1515)

Today’s Reading

Joseph also supported his brothers and comforted them (Gen. 50:15-
21). Joseph’s brothers could not forget what they had done to him, and they 
were afraid that after their father’s death Joseph would do something to get 
revenge. Joseph wept when he heard his brothers’ request, for he had no 
thought of rendering evil to them. Rather, he said, “Do not be afraid, for am I 
in the place of God? Even though you intended evil against me, God intended 
it for good, to do as it is this day, to preserve alive a numerous people” (50:19-
20). Joseph also promised to support them and their little ones. Then he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them (50:21). Joseph seemed to be saying 
to his brothers, “Your intention was evil, but God’s intention was marvelous. 
He intended to send me here to save many lives. Please do not be bothered. 
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) ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ 'ÏÄ ÔÏ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌ (ÉÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢȱ )Î 
the church life we need this kind of spirit. Even if others offend you, you need 
to consider that whatever they do to you is of God. If you take everything as of 
God, all the offenses will be over.

Joseph comforted those who had offended him. What grace he had! Because 
the offended one could comfort the offending ones, they could enjoy a pleasant 
life in the kingdom. Remember, Joseph and his brothers represented the people 
in the kingdom. Because of Joseph’s excellent spirit, they could enjoy a good time 
together in the kingdom. But suppose Joseph wanted to render evil to his brothers. 
If such had been the case, the kingdom would have been an impossibility.

By making the last payment, the payment of themselves, to Joseph, the 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÐÁÒÔÏÏË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÁÙ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔȟ ÓÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÒÄ 
ÐÒÉÃÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔȟ ÓÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎȢ "ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÐÁÙ ÔÈÅ 
highest price, you enjoy the best portion. Eventually, we receive not only food 
for satisfaction, but also seed for reproduction. In order to get the food and the 
seed, we need to pay the full price. Before handing over ourselves, we must 
hand over everything else. After they gave everything to Joseph, the people 
could say, “Praise the Lord, we are released! We don’t care for our money, 
cattle, land, or even ourselves. We just enjoy the rich supply.” All that remained 
was the enjoyment. What a great blessing it is to give up everything for this 
enjoyment!

When the Lord Jesus comes, the whole earth will be under one landlord and 
one banker. All the land will belong to Christ, and we shall hand over whatever 
we have and whatever we are to Him. We are the enjoyers, not the lords. At 
that time in Egypt everything was under the hand of one lord. Joseph moved 
the people to cities “from one end of the border of Egypt even to the other end” 
(47:21) in order to have an even distribution. There were no rich and no poor. 
It is the same today regarding the spiritual supply. Christ has the riches. The 
amount of these riches that He is able to supply us depends on what we are 
willing to pay. (Life-study of Genesis, pp. 1533, 1531)

Further Reading: Life-study of Genesis, msgs. 120, 104-105, 108
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2. “Repent, the Kingdom has come near,” 

This is the Kingdom’s first demand; 

A change of mind we all must have 

And on God’s side must firmly stand. 
 

3. That we the Kingdom enter in, 

Surpassing righteousness we need, 

Exceeding that which is of law; 

From life alone it must proceed. 
 

4. That we the Kingdom enter in, 

We need to do the Father’s will, 

Not by our choice to work or act 

But His one purpose to fulfill. 
 

5. That we the Kingdom enter in, 

A simple child we must become— 

Adjustable, obedient, meek— 

And everything of self o’ercome. 

 

6. The Heav’nly Kingdom e’en requires 

That we as God should perfect be; 

This standard we must fully meet 

That we may share its ecstasy. 
 

7. The Kingdom is the reign of God; 

To match His nature is required; 

’Tis only by the life of God 

The Kingdom’s entry is acquired. 
 

8. The Kingdom is the rule of heav’n; 

With heaven’s state we must accord; 

’Tis only by the life of heav’n 

That we may share it with the Lord. 
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 



ǵ 6 Ŧ  1 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference, Nov. 2023 - Week 6 Outline - Page 1

῏

╦ ӕ

ғ ᴂ╦ ӕ

ȸ 616

Е ԑ 2Ї ԑ 15Ї Ӣ 7љ 9Ї ῍ 10 Ґ

Ǿ ǿ

 Ї ᴂḪ ∕ ғ Ї
ҿ ╦ ӕЇŅ Ї

ԋ ņŀ ԑ 2Е

҅ Ӏ ᴰЇҿ ᴰ ԋ ŀ ֒ 25ɼ

ԑ Ӏ ҏЇҿ ᴂ ҏ ᵲ Ї
ָ ЇҿḪ ҿ Ї ₴ қ

Ї ≡ қ Їҙ ҅ Ї
װ ŀ Ӣ 28Ї ╦ԑ 24Ї
֒ 21Ї ԑ 24Ї31ɼ

Ǿ ǿ

Ҏ ԑ ֒ Ṣ
Ԏ Е

Űş

̢

Week Six

The Joy Set before Christ 
and the Joy Set before Us

Hymns: 852

Scripture Reading: Heb. 12:2; Col. 2:15; Rev. 19:7-9; Neh. 8:10c

§ Day 1

I.	 For the joy set before Him, Jesus, the Author and Perfecter 
of our faith, “endured the cross, despising the shame”—Heb. 
12:2:

A.	The Lord loved the church and gave Himself up for her—Eph. 5:25.
B.	On the cross the Lord offered Himself as the sacrifice for sins, bearing the 

sins of many, being made sin for the believers, casting out the ruler of this 
world and judging this world, and as a grain of wheat, falling into death 
for the release of the divine life—Heb. 9:28; 1 Pet. 2:24; 2 Cor. 5:21; John 
12:24, 31.

§ Day 2
C.	Colossians 2:15 portrays the warfare that took place at the time of Christ's 

crucifixion:
1.	In His crucifixion Christ was working to accomplish redemption, and God the 

Father was working to judge sin.
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2.	At the same time the rulers and authorities were busy in the attempt to 
frustrate the work of God and Christ—v. 15.

3.	The rulers and authorities are evil angels, fallen angels that are subordinates 
of Satan working for him—Eph. 2:2.

4.	While God was judging sin, the evil rulers and authorities were present and 
were very active, swarming around the crucified Christ, pressing in very 
closely—Col. 2:15:

a.	If they had not pressed in closely, God could not have stripped them off.

b.	The words stripping off indicate that the rulers and authorities were 
very close, as close as our garments are to our body.

5.	In stripping off the rulers and authorities, God made a display of them openly, 
putting them to shame and triumphing over them in the cross—v. 15.

§ Day 3

II.	 The joy set before us is the Lord Jesus, the Bridegroom, 
coming for His bride, who has made herself ready—Rev. 
19:7-9:

A.	The maturity of the bride—vv. 7-9; Eph. 4:13-15:
1.	The readiness of the corporate bride depends on the maturity in life of the 

overcomers—Rev. 19:7; Heb. 6:1; Phil. 3:12-15; Eph. 4:13.

2.	To be transformed is to be metabolically changed in our natural life, whereas 
to be matured is to be filled with the divine life that changes us—Heb. 6:1.

B.	The building of the bride—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:15-16:

1.	God's building is the desire of God's heart and the goal of God's salvation—1:5; 
Exo. 25:8; cf. 1:11; 40:2-3, 34-35.

2.	The goal of the Lord's recovery is to recover Christ as life and everything to 
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us so that we may be built up—Eph. 3:8; 4:16.

3.	God's building is the corporate expression of the Triune God—1 Tim. 3:15-16; 
John 17:22; Eph. 3:19b, 21.

§ Day 4
C.	The righteousness of the bride—Rev. 19:7-9; Matt. 5:20; 22:11-13:

1.	As our subjective righteousness, Christ is the One dwelling in us to live for us a 
life that can be justified by God and that is always acceptable to God—5:6, 20.

2.	The living that is right with both God and man must be God as our expression 
in our daily living—2 Cor. 3:9; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10.

3.	Christ lived out of the saints as their subjective righteousness becomes their 
wedding garment—Rev. 19:8.

4.	The wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-13 signifies the Christ whom we 
live out and who is expressed through us in our daily living as our surpassing 
righteousness—5:20; Rev. 3:4-5, 18.

§ Day 5
D.	The beauty of the bride—Eph. 5:25-27:

1.	As the bride, the church needs beauty; the beauty in Ephesians 5 is for the 
presentation of the bride.

2.	The beauty of the bride comes from the Christ who is wrought into the church 
and who is then expressed through the church—3:17a:

a.	Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us.

b.	What Christ appreciates in us is the expression of Himself.

§ Day 6
E.	Ephesians 6 and Revelation 19 reveal that the church as the bride must 
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also be a warrior to defeat God's enemy:
1.	Spiritual warfare is a matter of the Body; we are a corporate army fighting 

the battle for God's interest on earth—17:14; 19:14; cf. 2 Tim. 2:4.

2.	In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of 
the bride, but in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as 
the corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare—vv. 17-18.

3.	Christ will come as a fighting General with His bride as His army to fight 
against Antichrist at Armageddon—Rev. 19:11-21.

4.	The wedding garment—Christ lived out of us as our daily righteousness—
qualifies us not only to attend the wedding but also to join the army to fight 
with Christ against Antichrist in the war at Armageddon—Matt. 22:11-12; 
Rev. 19:7-8, 14.

III.	“The joy of Jehovah is your strength”—Neh. 8:10c:
A.	According to Nehemiah 8:10, the joy of our Lord is our strength:

1.	It is not a matter of our having strength; His joy upholds us—1 Thes. 5:16.

2.	The Lord's joy has nothing to do with circumstances; He rejoiced in God's 
will; there was joy in knowing and doing God's will.

3.	We should not try to copy the Lord but receive the joy of the Lord:

a.	We can have something of the Lord imparted to us.

b.	We can have the joy of the Lord; His joy will be our strength.

B.	At the end of his life Watchman Nee said, in the midst of his sufferings, “I 
maintain my joy”—Watchman Nee—a Seer of the Divine Revelation in the 
Present Age, p. 182.

C.	I maintain my joy indicates that he was practicing the word of the apostle 
Paul in Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord always.”
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D.	Through the mercy and grace of God, may we all be able to maintain our 
joy by the joy of the Lord as our strength.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

Heb. 12:2 Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down on the right hand of the throne of God.

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself up for her.

Ephesians 5:25 tells us that Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her. Christ’s loving the church and giving Himself up for her was for redemption 
and for the impartation of life. According to John 19:34, blood and water came 
out of the Lord’s pierced side. The blood was for redemption, and the water 
was for the impartation of life so that the church might come into existence. In 
Ephesians 5:25 we have the church coming into existence through Christ’s loving 
her and giving Himself up for her. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 754)

Today’s Reading
)Î (ÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÁÓ Á ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÓȢ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó 

ρπȡρς ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ /ÎÅȟ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÏÎÅ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÉÎÓȟ ÓÁÔ ÄÏ×Î ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ ÏÎ 
the right hand of God.” The priests in the old covenant stood daily (v. 11) and 
ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
not take away sins…It was Christ’s offering of Himself that has accomplished 
the taking away of sins…Christ has put away sin by offering Himself to God as 
ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÉÎȢ (ÉÓ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
taking away of sins has been accomplished (1:3). He no longer needs to do 
anything for sin, for He has done it once for all.

On the cross Christ bore our sins. According to Isaiah 53:6, when Christ 
was on the cross, God took all our sins and put them upon this Lamb of God. 
Hebrews 9:28 says that Christ has been “offered once to bear the sins of many.” 
Christ died once to bear our sins, and He suffered the judgment for us on the 
cross (Isa. 53:5, 11).
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First Peter 2:24 tells us that Christ “bore up our sins in His body on the 
tree, in order that we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness.” The 
tree in this verse denotes the cross made of wood, a Roman instrument of 
capital punishment for the execution of malefactors, as prophesied in the Old 
Testament (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). Sins here, as in Hebrews 9:28, refer to 
sins we commit in our outward conduct, whereas sin in John 1:29 refers to 
the sin that is in our nature by birth. Christ died for our sins, carrying up our 
sins onto the cross, that we might be forgiven by God. In His death Christ not 
only bore our sins but even became sin for us. “Him who did not know sin He 
made sin on our behalf” (2 Cor. 5:21). This indicates that God made Christ sin 
for us. Christ did not know sin in an experiential way by contact or personal 
experience (cf. John 8:46; 1 Pet. 2:22; Heb. 4:15; 7:26)…Nevertheless, He 
became sin and took away the sin of the world so that the problem of sin 
might be solved.

In His work on the cross Christ also cast out the ruler of this world and 
judged his world. “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the ruler of this 
world be cast out” (John 12:31). This indicates that Christ’s work in His death 
included the casting out of Satan, the ruler of this world. Satan thought that 
ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ×ÉÓÅ ÉÎ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉÅÄȢ !ÃÔÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÂÙ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓȟ 3ÁÔÁÎ 
caused himself to be cast out. The cross was the way used by God to cast out 
Satan.

In His work on the cross the Lord Jesus died as a grain of wheat falling 
into death for the release of the divine life. “Unless the grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” (v. 
24). Christ’s all-inclusive death released the divine life that was within Him. 
As a grain of wheat, He died to release the divine life and to enliven God’s 
redeemed ones, to produce many grains that can be blended together in a 
loaf to be offered to God. This loaf is the church, the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 
10:17). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 760, 764-765, 767, 770-
771, 779)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 1, lsn. 17
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Col. 2:13-15 And you…He made alive together with Him, having forgiven 

nailing it to the cross. Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He 
made a display of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

According to Colossians 2:15, God stripped off the rulers and authorities…
We must see that while Christ was on the cross, God was working. At that 
time the cross was the center of the universe. The Savior, sin, Satan, we, 
and God all were there. God was there judging sin and nailing the law to the 
cross. As He was doing this, the rulers and authorities gathered around God 
and Christ…The subject of verses 13 through 15 is God…God made us alive 
together with Christ, nailed the ordinances to the cross, stripped off the 
rulers and authorities, made a display of them openly, and triumphed over 
them. No doubt, the rulers and authorities had swarmed around Christ as He 
×ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉÅÄȢ "ÏÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ×ÏÒË ×ÁÓ 
(ÉÓ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÅÒÅÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒË ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅ 
things and to nail the law with its ordinances to the cross. The rulers and 
authorities who had gathered around God and Christ were also working. 
If they had not pressed in closely, how could God have stripped them off? 
The words stripping off indicate that they were very close, as close as our 
garments are to our body. By stripping off the rulers and authorities, God 
made a display of them openly. He openly put them to shame and triumphed 
over them. What a great matter this is! (Life-study of Colossians, second 
edition, pp. 190-191)

Today’s Reading

#ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓ ςȡρυ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ 
ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎȢ %ÖÉÌ ÍÅÎ ÈÁÄ ÐÕÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ "Ù (ÉÓ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÌÁÂÏÒÅÄ 
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to accomplish redemption. God the Father was also working to judge sin and to 
nail the law to the cross. At the same time, the rulers and authorities were busy 
in the attempt to frustrate the work of God and Christ. The reference to triumph 
ÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÅ ρυ ÉÍÐÌÉÅÓ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇȢ )Ô ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ Á ×ÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÒÁÇÉÎÇȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
was accomplishing redemption and God was dealing with the law and with the 
negative things, the rulers and authorities came to interfere. They pressed in close 
to God and Christ. But at that very juncture, God stripped them off, triumphed over 
them, and made a display of them openly, putting them to an open shame.

Colossians 2:15 is a small window through which we behold a marvelous 
ÓÉÇÈÔȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎȟ Á ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÁÇÉÎÇ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ 
the rulers and authorities. But God stripped them off and triumphed over 
them.

Paul’s concept in these verses is that the law and the angels have been set 
aside through the cross. The law was nailed to the cross, and the evil angels 
have been stripped off by means of the cross. Therefore, in God’s economy 
in His salvation there is room neither for the law nor for the angelic rulers. 
How wrong the Colossians were in following ordinances and in worshipping 
angels…[and] in allowing these things to pervade the church.

In the economy of His salvation God enlivens us, nails the law to the cross, 
and strips off the evil rulers and authorities…Because God has removed the law 
and the angels, we, His chosen people, are alone with Him. We are no longer 
bothered by terms, conditions, or requirements. God is here to enliven us, and 
we are here to be enlivened by Him. We should forget the law and the angels 
and allow God to put Himself into us as life.

We should remind the rulers and authorities that at Calvary God stripped 
them off and triumphed over them. Based upon God’s victory we can order 
ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ПÌÅÅȢ 7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÌÉÖÅÎÉÎÇ 
One, the life-giving One. This is the economy of God’s salvation. (Life-study of 
Colossians, second edition, pp. 191-194)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msg. 23
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.

into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

[In Revelation 19:7] His wife refers to the church (Eph. 5:24-25, 31-32), 
the bride of Christ (John 3:29). However, according to Revelation 19:8-9, the 
wife, the bride of Christ, consists only of the overcoming believers during the 
millennium, whereas the bride in 21:2 is composed of all the saved saints 
after the millennium for eternity. The wife of the Lamb in Revelation 19 is the 
aggregate of all the overcoming saints from Abel until the Lord’s return. The 
aggregate of all the Old Testament and New Testament overcomers is the wife 
in Revelation 19:7 who will be ready for Christ’s wedding. The readiness of 
the bride depends on the maturity in life of the overcomers. Furthermore, the 
overcomers are not separate individuals but a corporate bride. For this aspect, 
building is needed. The overcomers are not only mature in life but also built 
together as one bride. Christ will not marry each believer individually; instead, 
He will marry His corporate bride composed of His overcoming believers. When 
×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÁÔÕÒÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÕÎÅ 'ÏÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ПÌÏ×Ó ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÕÓȟ 
×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÁÎÄ ПÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ 
the beloved bride of the Lord Jesus. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 
4320-4321)

Today’s Reading

We also need to see that only the church as the golden lampstand can be 
the bride of Christ (Rev. 1:20). This indicates that we need to live out the life of 
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Christ. Although this goes against our human concept, we should not focus on 
caring for the goodness or wickedness that comes out of us. Instead, we need 
to care for the tree of life, the Triune God, and Christ as the all-inclusive Spirit. 
Whether we are at home with our family or in the church meetings with the 
brothers and sisters, we all need to live out Christ. If we live by Christ, what 
×Å ÌÉÖÅ ÏÕÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÅ ÇÏÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÉÎÅÓ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÇÈÔȠ ÔÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÄÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÈÏ ÓÁÔÉÓПÉÅÓ (ÉÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ 
be the bride for Christ. When we are eager to be the bride, Christ will receive 
(ÉÓ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÁÃÔÉÏÎȢ .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÉÌÌ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÂÅ ÓÁÔÉÓПÉÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÁÌÓÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÁÔÉÓПÉÅÄȢ 
Revelation 19:7 says, “Let us rejoice and exult.” In principle, a bride is the most 
pleasant and happy person.

The wedding will bring in the reign of the Lord, the kingdom, because all 
the guests invited to the wedding will be both the corporate bride and the co-
kings of the Bridegroom. The Bridegroom, who will take the whole earth as His 
kingdom, certainly needs many sub-kings to be His co-kings. All His co-kings 
will be His corporate bride.

The wedding, which will take place in the air, will last a short time. After 
the wedding, there will be the wedding feast. A wedding feast is always much 
longer than the wedding. Matthew 22 indicates that the wedding feast will be 
the millennial kingdom. To the overcomers, the thousand years of the millennial 
kingdom will be a wedding feast. To the Lord, a thousand years are like one 
day (2 Pet. 3:8). Everyone invited to the wedding feast will also participate in 
the thousand-year reign as kings. Our King will be the Bridegroom; we, His co-
kings, will be His bride; and the thousand years will be our wedding feast and 
honeymoon with our Bridegroom, Christ. Many Christians will not receive the 
reward of reigning with Christ in the coming kingdom. Although we may be 
saved, we must become an overcomer in order to receive the kingdom as our 
reward. For the overcomers, reigning with Christ in His kingdom will be the 
wedding feast. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4321-4322)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msgs. 213, 424
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 22:11-12…When the king came in to look at those reclining at 
table, he saw there a man who was not clothed with a wedding garment, 
and he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding 
garment? And he was speechless.

While the church is under great degradation, we should be the overcomers 
to live Christ and even live Him out as our subjective righteousness day by day. 
)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ɍ2ÅÖȢ ρωȡψɎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÄÁÉÌÙ 
life.

In verse 8 the word clean refers to the nature, whereas bright refers to the 
expression. The Greek word translated “righteousnesses” may also be rendered 
“righteous acts.”…The righteousness we received for our salvation [1 Cor. 1:30] 
is objective and enables us to meet the requirement of the righteous God, 
whereas here the righteousnesses of the overcoming saints are subjective (Phil. 
3:9) and enable us to meet the requirement of the overcoming Christ. Hence, 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȟ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÌÉÖÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 
being. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, p. 4325)

Today’s Reading

4ÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ (ÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÉÓ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÅÄ 
and saved; this righteousness is singular in number. The use of righteousnesses 
in Revelation 19:8 is in the plural, however, and proves that what is mentioned 
ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÓÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÅÄȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÉÔ 
is righteous deeds, the daily walk, the Christian living, which Christ as our life 
works out through us. This outworking of the inner life is the white linen with 
which we are clothed. In order to attend a feast, especially a wedding feast, 
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we must dress in a proper way. In the same way, we need the proper clothing 
in order to attend the wedding feast of the Lamb. (The Conclusion of the New 
Testament, pp. 4325-4326)

4ÈÅ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÄ ÉÓ ÅÑÕÁÌ 
to the wedding garment in Matthew 22:11-12. According to the revelation 
of the Scriptures, the believers need two garments—one for their salvation 
and one for their reward. For our salvation we need a robe to cover us. 
This robe is the robe that was put on the prodigal son in Luke 15:22…This 
ÒÏÂÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÅÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ 
(ÉÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȢ !ÌÌ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÏÂÅȟ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÒÏÂÅȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ 
ÏÕÒ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
righteous God.

However, we also need the second garment, which is the wedding garment 
ÉÎ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ςςȡρρȤρς ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ÉÎ 2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ρωȡψȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ 
ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÒÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÆÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÍÂȢ 4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ 'ÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 
ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄȢ 4ÈÅ 
second garment is the work of the Holy Spirit within us. It is the very Christ 
whom we live and who is expressed through us in our daily living. This is the 
righteousnesses of the saints (v. 8).

The second garment is also the surpassing righteousness in Matthew 5:20. 
In this verse the Lord Jesus said, “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of the 
heavens.” This righteousness is not objective righteousness, the Christ whom 
we receive as our robe for our salvation. It is subjective righteousness, the 
Christ whom we live out as our daily living. In Christ, who is our righteousness, 
×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÖÅÄȢ "ÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ (ÉÍ 
out. We need to live by Christ so that He becomes our subjective righteousness. 
4ÈÉÓ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ 
of the Lamb. (Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 4, pp. 62-63)

Further Reading: Truth Lessons—Level Four, vol. 4, lsn. 56
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself up for her that He might sanctify her, cleansing 
her by the washing of the water in the word, that He might present the 
church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, 
but that she would be holy and without blemish.

I believe that we are living in a day in which the Lord is preparing His bride. 
Furthermore, I have the full assurance that we are presently undergoing this 
ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÁÔÉÏÎȣ2ÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ρω ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄ ÁÍÏÎÇ 
us in the Lord’s recovery.

We need to connect Revelation 19 with Ephesians 5. Apart from Ephesians 
5, there is no way for the bride to be prepared, and hence no way for Revelation 
ρω ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÈÁÓ ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
ordinances, doctrines, the old man, and the spots and wrinkles. It is crucial 
that we experience the nourishing, cherishing, sanctifying, and purifying riches 
of Christ to remove our oldness and defects. When all such things have been 
removed, we will become a church that is holy, glorious, and without blemish. 
Then we will be the bride in Revelation 19. When the bride has been prepared, 
Christ will come as the Bridegroom. Praise the Lord that we are in the process 
of becoming a holy and glorious bride for Christ! How we praise the Lord for 
showing us the way to be prepared as the bride, made ready for His coming 
back! Christ will have a church without ordinances, doctrines, the old man, and 
the spots and wrinkles. Such a church will be the beautiful bride to satisfy the 
desire of His heart. (Life-study of Ephesians, second edition, pp. 775-776)

Today’s Reading

In Ephesians 5 we come to the presentation of the church to Christ. At the 
time of this presentation, the church will be the bride, not the new man. As the 
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new man, the church needs the functions. But as the bride, the church needs 
beauty. The growth in chapter 4 is for the function of the new man, whereas the 
beauty in chapter 5 is for the presentation of the bride.

The spots and wrinkles do not affect the function of the church. However, 
they very much detract from the beauty of the church. What a man looks for in 
Á ÂÒÉÄÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȠ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÂÒÉÄÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ 
beautiful. For this reason Paul goes on from the function and daily living of the 
new man in chapter 4 to the presentation of the bride without spot or wrinkle 
in chapter 5. If we grow in the Lord, eventually our functions as members of the 
Body will come forth. However, we may function properly and have an excellent 
daily living according to the spirit of the mind but still not be beautiful in the 
eyes of the Lord because of our spots and wrinkles. After saying so much about 
the church in chapters 1 through 4, Paul goes on in chapter 5 to speak about 
the church as the bride. In this chapter he says nothing concerning the creation 
of the church, the growth of the church, or the daily living of the church. 
Instead, he speaks of the beauty of the church. When Christ presents the church 
to Himself, the church will not be a strong man; she will be a beautiful bride. 
Christ is the universal man. As this universal man, He needs the church to be 
His bride to match Him. In order to be the bride of Christ, the church must 
become beautiful and have all the spots and wrinkles removed.

We need to go on from the function in Ephesians 4 to the beauty in 
Ephesians 5…At the time of the wedding, what the church will need is 
ÂÅÁÕÔÙȟ ÎÏÔ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȢ /Èȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÂÅÁÕÔÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ ÐÁÒÔÁËÉÎÇ 
of Christ, by digesting Christ, and by assimilating Christ! The more we 
experience the indwelling Christ in this way, the more He will replace our 
spots and wrinkles with His element, and the more His riches with the 
divine attributes will become our beauty. Then we will be prepared to be 
presented to Christ as His lovely bride. (Life-study of Ephesians, second 
edition, pp. 776-777, 779)

Further Reading: Life-study of Ephesians, msg. 95
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 6:17-18 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 
Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God, by means of all prayer and petition, 
praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all perseverance 
and petition concerning all the saints.

Neh. 8:10 …This day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the 
joy of Jehovah is your strength.

According to Revelation 19, the church is both the bride who is presented 
ÔÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒÒÉÏÒ ×ÈÏ ПÉÇÈÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÍ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÒÍÉÅÓ 
in Revelation 19:14 are the called and chosen believers in 17:14. They are also 
both the bride and the guests called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb (19:7-
9)…After the wedding, all the guests will become the army. As the bride, we 
ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌȟ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÐÏÔ ÏÒ ×ÒÉÎËÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÄ ÉÎ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎȢ !Ó ÔÈÅ 
×ÁÒÒÉÏÒȟ ×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ ÔÏ ПÉÇÈÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ

In Revelation 19:14 we see that the overcomers, as the armies which are in 
ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ (ÉÍ ÏÎ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÈÏÒÓÅÓȟ ÁÒÅ ȰÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ПÉÎÅ 
ÌÉÎÅÎȟ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎȢȱȣ4ÈÅ ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ȰПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎȟ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÅÁÎȱ 
ɍÖȢ ψɎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÍÏÒ ÆÏÒ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÌÙ 
armies are those who constitute the bride of Christ. In other words, it will 
ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÄÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ× (ÉÍ ÁÓ (ÉÓ ÁÒÍÙ ÔÏ ПÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ 
Antichrist and his army. Those who have overcome every obstacle will be 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÃÏȤПÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ !ÎÔÉÃÈÒÉÓÔȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ (ÉÓ ÂÒÉÄÅȢ 
4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ (ÉÓ ÃÏȤПÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ ÂÙ (ÉÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÃÈ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ 
them. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4339-4340)

Today’s Reading

The overcoming saints have two garments, one for salvation and the other 
ÆÏÒ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄȢ 4ÈÅ ПÉÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
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ÔÈÅ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅÒÓ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÍÂ 
ɉ2ÅÖȢ ρωȡψȤωɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ПÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ (ÉÓ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ 4ÈÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 
ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÎÏÔ 
only to attend the wedding but also to join the army…This garment is Christ 
ÌÉÖÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÕÒ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȢ %ÖÅÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÂÙ 
Christ as our garment. Ephesians 6 indicates that the whole armor of God is 
Christ.

Spiritual warfare is not an individual matter; it is a matter of the Body, a 
ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÔÏ ПÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ .Ï ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÄÅÒÎ 
ÁÒÍÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÔÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÂÙ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ПÉÇÈÔ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á 
well-trained and fully equipped army. After we have been formed corporately 
ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎ ÁÒÍÙȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ПÉÇÈÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÎÅÍÙȣ4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ 
dangerous to be isolated from the army. Only by remaining in the army will we 
have the necessary protection.

In Ephesians 5 the word is for nourishment that leads to the beautifying of 
the bride, but in Ephesians 6 the word is for killing that enables the church as 
the corporate warrior to engage in spiritual warfare. Pray-reading the Word 
of God is the way to kill the adversary within us. Every day and in every kind 
of situation, we should pray-read. Whenever we are troubled by something 
negative within us, we should take the Word of God by means of prayer in 
spirit. As we do this, the negative element will be killed.

In Ephesians 6:17 Paul charges us to receive “the sword of the Spirit, which 
Spirit is the word of God.” This means that we need to take the word of the 
"ÉÂÌÅ ÁÓ Á Ó×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ПÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ !ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÓÅȟ 
the word of God is the sword not directly but indirectly…The sword is not the 
word directly. Rather, the sword is the Spirit directly, and then the Spirit is the 
word. This indicates that if we would deal with the enemy Satan, the word of 
the Bible must become the Spirit. If we would use the word of the Bible as a 
sword to kill the enemy, in our experience the word must be the Spirit. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 4340-4342)

Further Reading: Life-study of Revelation, msg. 54
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2. For her, Thyself Thou gavest, Lord, 

  That she be Thine, complete; 

For her, I too my body give, 

  Thy heart’s desire to meet. 
 

3. For her, Thou hast become my life, 

  That she my living be; 

For her, I would forsake myself, 

  That she be filled with Thee. 
 

4. The Church is Thy beloved Bride, 

  Thou in Thy Body seen; 

She is my joy and heart’s desire, 

  The one on whom I lean. 
 

5. In her, Thy full supply, O Lord, 

  Thou dost to me impart; 

In her am I possessed by Thee 

  To satisfy Thy heart. 
 

6. Thy dwelling place, O Lord, I love; 

  It is Thy Church, Thy home; 

In it I would forever live 

  And never longer roam. 
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Έ  ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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