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Living a Christian Life and Church Life
Under the Government of God
for the Economy of God
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Key Statements

[+ e (1) Although the subject of 1 and 2 Peter is God's government, we need
e L @ to see that everything concerning God's government should bring us
R ¢ e back to the central focus and basic structure of these Epistles—the

Triune God as our full enjoyment to carry out the economy of God.
f (2) The preciousness of Peter's writing is that he combines the
H Christian life and God's government, revealing that the Christian

life and the government of God go together as a pair.
1 (3) "The God of all grace"—who has called the believers into His
el Y el eternal glory—perfects, establishes, strengthens, and grounds them
" N through their sufferings; this "all grace” is the "true grace of God,"
" TX v into which the believers should enter and in which they stand.

I e+ & () As believers in Christ, we may become a reproduction of Christ as
A4 "0 ¥ our model, and we can experience and enjoy Christ as the Shepherd

of our souls.
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Week One
The Government of God for the Economy of God
Hymns: 608

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:2-3, 5, 10-12, 20; 2:1-5, 9; 3:4; 4:14;
5:10; 2 Pet. 1:4; 3:13, 18

§ Day 1

I. The subject of Peter's Epistles is the government of God
with His judgment:

A.God's judgment began from the angels (2 Pet. 2:3-4) and passed through
the generations of man in the Old Testament (vv. 5-9).

B.In the New Testament age it begins from the house of God (1 Pet. 1:17;
2:23; 4:6, 17) and continues until the coming of the day of the Lord (2 Pet.
3:10), which will be a day of judgment on the Jews, the believers, and the
Gentiles before the millennium (v. 12).

C. After the millennium all the dead, including men and demons, will be
judged and will perish (1 Pet. 4:5; 2 Pet. 3:7), and the heavens and the
earth will be consumed by fire (vv. 10b, 12).

D.The results of the various judgments are not the same; some judgments
result in a disciplinary dealing, some in a dispensational punishment, and
some in eternal perdition—2:1, footnote 5, point 2.

E. However, by all these judgments the Lord God will clear up and purify the
entire universe that He may have a new heaven and a new earth for a new
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=" ng*u BE F. God's governmental judgment can also be seen in the book of Daniel:

universe filled with His righteousness (3:13) for His delight.

—_

Us [ 1. Because Nebuchadnezzar's "heart was lifted up and his spirit became so arrogant
[ tu that he conducted himself in pride, he was deposed from his royal throne, and

[ [ . his glory was taken away from him" (5:20); God said that his kingdom would be

(e (il assured to him after he had "come to know that the heavens do rule" (4:26; 5:21).

s 2. Although his descendant Belshazzar knew all this, his debauchery before
[ B God was an insult to God's holiness, and Daniel told him that "the God in
whose hand is your breath and to whom all your ways belong, you have not
¢ Gai [ honored" (vv. 22-23); thus, his kingdom was "divided and given to the Medes
(. Uy, and Persians” (v. 28).

) 7] § Day 2

| el N ze X1 Pts  G.Thus, Peter tells us that we should "pass the time of your sojourning in
€e. Xl = 1KED U 2 N fear" (1 Pet. 1:17); he also says that we need to "be humbled under the

v g Lw SIi7 o ze mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time" (5:6); to be willing
Y n Xl 6KE a. M to be made low by God's humbling hand in His discipline is a prerequisite
TooeM Ty Qo a. to our being made high by God's exalting hand and to our enjoying the
ey 1 7 & 0P ¥ \ Triune God Himself as our life supply, which is multiplied in the humble

-

H A oI5 " 2l 100 € believer (v. 5; 1:2; 4:10).
| rep L H.To fear the Lord is to revere Him and to consider and regard Him in
1 A 2 7 P5m everything (Psa. 86:11; Isa. 11:2; Prov. 1:7; 3:5-10), never forgetting that
/ 22 A XKF He is the wonderful God who has created us (Isa. 43:7); fearing the Lord

.F
KE a @A ¢ XWNDg e stops us from doing evil; it also causes us to be touched by the sufferings
| ) @ [ [ of others and to show mercy and compassion to them.

%) 3 7] § Day 3 & Day 4

<

Ce —D — —
— iy CT) i

I [ * 1L Although the subject of 1 and 2 Peter is God's government,
X this is not the central focus and basic structure of these

e =
D: O
I
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Epistles; everything concerning God's government should
bring us back to the central focus and basic structure of
these Epistles—the Triune God as our full enjoyment to
carry out the economy of God:

A.The central focus and basic structure of 1 and 2 Peter are the energizing
Triune God operating in His economy to bring His chosen ones into the
full enjoyment of the Triune God; our human spirit, as the hidden man
of the heart, and God's Spirit, as the Spirit of glory and as the Spirit of
Christ, are the means for us to partake of God, in His divine nature, as our
portion—1 Pet. 1:2-3, 5, 11; 2:1-3, 5, 9; 3:4; 4:14; 5:10; 2 Pet. 1:4.

B.The central focus and basic structure of 1 and 2 Peter are the Triune
God operating to accomplish His complete salvation so that we may be
regenerated, so that we may feed on His word, and so that we may grow,
be transformed, and be built up in order that He may have a dwelling
place and we may be glorified to express Him—1 Pet. 1:23; 2:1-5, 9.

§ Day 5

C. Peter was bold in admitting that the early apostles, such as John, Paul,
and himself (although their style, terminology, utterance, certain aspects
of their views, and the way they presented their teachings differed),
participated in the same, unique ministry, the ministry of the New
Testament—2 Pet. 1:12-21; 3:2, 15-16; 2 Cor. 3:6, 8-9; 4:1.

D.Such a ministry ministers to people, as its focus, the all-inclusive Christ
as the embodiment of the Triune God, who, after passing through the
processes of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and
ascension, dispenses Himself through the redemption of Christ and by
the operation of the Holy Spirit into His redeemed people as their unique
portion of life and as their life supply and everything, for the building
up of the church as the Body of Christ, which will consummate in the
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full expression, the fullness, of the Triune God, according to the eternal
purpose of the Father—Acts 2:36; 3:13, 15; 10:36; 1 Pet. 1:2-3, 18-19, 23;
2:2-5,7,9, 25; 3:7; 4:10,17; 5:2, 4, 10; 2 Pet. 1:2-4; 3:18.

§ Day 6

I11. In his two Epistles, comprising only eight chapters, Peter covers the

entire economy of God, from eternity past before the foundation
of the world (1 Pet. 1:2, 20) to the new heavens and new earth in
eternity future (2 Pet. 3:13); he unveils the crucial things related to
God's economy, concerning which things the prophets prophesied
and the apostles preached (1 Pet. 1:10-12) from four sides:

A.From the side of the Triune God:

1. God the Father chose a people in eternity according to His foreknowledge (vv.
1-2; 2:9) and called them into His glory (2 Pet. 1:3).

2. Christ, foreknown by God before the foundation of the world but manifested
in the last times (1 Pet. 1:20), has redeemed and saved God's chosen people
(vv. 18-19, 2) by His vicarious death (2:24; 3:18) through His resurrection in
life and ascension in power (1:3; 3:21-22).

3. The Spirit, sent from heaven, has sanctified and purified those whom Christ
has redeemed and saved (1:2, 12, 22; 4:14)—the angels long to look into
these things (1:12).

4.The Triune God's divine power has provided the redeemed ones with all
things that relate to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3-4) to guard them unto full
salvation (1 Pet. 1:5).

5.God also disciplines them (5:6) by some of His varied governmental
judgments (1:17; 2:23; 4:5-6, 17; 2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7), and He will perfect,
establish, strengthen, and ground them by His all grace (1 Pet. 5:10).
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6. The Lord is long-suffering toward them that they all may have opportunity to
repent unto salvation—2 Pet. 3:9, 15.

7. Then, Christ will appear in glory with His full salvation for His lovers—1 Pet.
1:5,7-9,13; 4:13; 5:4.

B.From the side of the believers:

1. The believers, as God's possession, were chosen by God (1:2; 2:9), called
by His glory and virtue (v. 9; 3:9; 2 Pet. 1:3, 10), redeemed by Christ (1 Pet.
1:18-19), regenerated by God through His living word (vv. 3, 23), and saved
through the resurrection of Christ (3:21).

2. They now are being guarded by the power of God (1:5), are being purified
to love one another (v. 22), are growing by feeding on the milk of the word
(2:2), are developing in life the spiritual virtues (2 Pet. 1:5-8), and are being
transformed and built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to serve
God (1 Pet. 2:4-5, 9).

3.They are God's chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, and peculiar
people for His private possession to express His virtues—v. 9.

4. They are being disciplined by His governmental judgment (1:17; 2:19-
21; 3:9, 14, 17; 4:6, 12-19; 5:6, 9), are living a holy life in an excellent
manner and in godliness to glorify Him (1:15; 2:12; 3:1-2), are
ministering as good stewards of His varied grace for His glorification
through Christ (4:10-11)—under the elders' exemplary shepherding
(5:1-4)—and are expecting and hastening the coming of the Lord (1:13;
2 Pet. 3:12) in order to be richly supplied with an entrance into the
eternal kingdom of the Lord (1:11).

5.Further, they are expecting the new heavens and new earth, in which
righteousness dwells, in eternity (3:13), and they are growing continually in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (v. 18).
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C.From the side of Satan—Satan is the believers' adversary, the devil,
who as a roaring lion is walking about, seeking someone to devour—1
Pet. 5:8.

D.From the side of the universe:

1. The fallen angels were condemned and are awaiting eternal judgment (2
Pet. 2:4); the ancient ungodly world was destroyed by a flood (v. 5; 3:6); the
ungodly cities were reduced to ashes (2:6); the false teachers and heretical
mockers in the apostasy and mankind in his evil living will all be judged unto
destruction (vv. 1, 3, 9-10, 12; 3:3-4, 7; 1 Pet. 4:5); the heavens and the earth
will be burned up (2 Pet. 3:7, 10-11); and all the dead men and the demons
will be judged (1 Pet. 4:5).

2. Then the new heavens and new earth will come as a new universe, in which
God's righteousness will dwell for eternity—2 Pet. 3:13; cf. Isa. 1:26.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 1 Outline - Page 6
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WEEK 1—DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God;

and if first from us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel
of God?

2 Pet. 3:12 Expecting and hastening the coming of the day of God, on
account of which the heavens, being on fire, will be dissolved, and the
elements, burning with intense heat, are to be melted away?

Since Peter’s Epistles are concerned with the government of God, the
judgment of God and of the Lord is referred to repeatedly (1 Pet. 2:23; 4:5-6, 17;
2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7) as one of the main items. God’s judgment began from the
angels (2:3-4) and passed through the generations of man in the Old Testament
(vv. 5-9). Then in the New Testament age it begins from the house of God (1
Pet. 1:17; 2:23; 4:6, 17) and continues until the coming of the day of the Lord
(2 Pet. 3:10), which will be a day of judgment on the Jews, the believers, and
the Gentiles before the millennium. After the millennium all the dead, including
men and demons, will be judged and will perish (1 Pet. 4:5; 2 Pet. 3:7), and the
EAAOATO ATA OEA AAOOE x<E11 AA ATTOO TAA AU MEOA §0Gr priAl pg083T TA EOAG TATO0
result in a disciplinary dealing, some in a dispensational punishment, and some
in eternal perdition. However, by all these judgments the Lord God will clear up
and purify the entire universe that He may have a new heaven and a new earth

\\\\\

study of 1 Peter, p. 92)
Today’s Reading
)T E£0 ETOAOPOAOAXETT # 1 . AAOAEAATAUUACIO AOAA T SATEAT AGPIAETAABOEA OEA
Most High QOd }}ad c}ecregd that hveAwould beA drivgn out fron}Namvon’g mankind,
AxAll <t0E OEA AAAGOO Tk OEA ntAlAr AR TAAA 0T AAD COAGO A0 AOTION ATA TTOA EEO
reasoning for a period of seven times, until he came to know that the Most High

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 1
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is the Ruler over the kingdom of men (Dan. 4:24-25). Verse 26 goes on to say, “In
that it was commanded that the stump of roots of the tree be left, your kingdom
will be assured to you after you have come to know that the heavens do rule.”

"RIOEAUUAG OTAAQ OEA ETNIOATAA Tk OEA <ETAT AT T TATAAA TAT (0T AOETC OEA
gold and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar his forefather had taken out of the
temple in Jerusalem, that he, his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink
from them and praise the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone (5:2-4).
They took the vessels that were for God’s worship in His holy temple at Jerusalem
and used them in worshipping idols. That was an insult to God’s holiness.

At the very moment that they were drinking wine and praising their gods,

.....

the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace (v. 5a).

Before reading the writing and interpreting it, Daniel reminded Belshazzar
of the experience of Nebuchadnezzar recorded in chapter 4. Daniel regarded
what happened to Nebuchadnezzar as a lesson not only for Nebuchadnezzar
AGO AIOT £10 Al EE0 AAOAATAAT008 . AAOAEAATAUUAO EAA AAAT OAOAOAIU ALOAEDIETAA
by God and, after he had learned the lesson, offered praise to God. Belshazzar
should have learned something from this lesson, but he did not care about it at
all. Thus, Daniel said to him, “You his descendant, Belshazzar, have not humbled
your heart, though you knew all this; but you have exalted yourself against the
, TOA Tk 0EA EAAOATOB4EA "TA ET <ETOA EATA £0 UTOO AOAAGE ATA 01 <ET T All
UTO0 =<AUO AATTTCh UTO EAGA TT0 ETTTOAASS juicczctq

In verses 25 through 28 we see Daniel’s interpretation of the writing.
This is the writing that was inscribed: “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” (v.
25). This is Daniel’s interpretation of the matter: MENE—God has numbered
Belshazzar’s kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL—he has been weighed
in the scales and found to be lacking; and PERES—his kingdom has been
divided and given to the Medes and the Persians (vv. 26-28). (Life-study of
Daniel, pp. 35, 40-42)

Further Reading: Life-study of Daniel, msgs. 6—7

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 2
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WEEK 1— DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:17 And if you call as Father the One who without respect of
persons judges according to each one’s work, pass the time of your
sojourning in fear.

Isa. 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created,
formed, and even made for My glory.

The case of Nebuchadnezzar teaches us that we need to be careful and
not consider what we have achieved. The palace built by Nebuchadnezzar
A0 OO0 7 EAT EA OTTE A <AIE TT 0EA OTTE Tr 0EA0 DAIAAAN EA ARRATA DOTOAS
This should warn us that our achievement may make us proud, and this may
usher in God’s judgment. God’s judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar reduced him
to nothing. This was the reason he could say of the Lord, “All the inhabitants
of earth are considered as nothing, / But He does according to His will in the
army of heaven / And among the inhabitants of the earth; / And there is no
one who can resist His hand / Or say to Him, What are You doing?” (Dan. 4:35).
In 4:37 concerning the Lord, Nebuchadnezzar went on to say, “He is able to
abase those who walk in pride.” Belshazzar should have learned the lesson
from Nebuchadnezzar’s experience; however, he did not learn the lesson and
suffered as a result. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 43)

Today’s Reading

I believe that while Belshazzar and his lords were engaging in debauchery,
the Median army was approaching the city. Soon after Daniel interpreted the
writing, the Median army entered the city and the palace and killed Belshazzar.
Thus, Daniel 5:31 concludes, “Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about
the age of sixty-two.” That ended the Babylonian Empire.

Belshazzar’s situation should make a deep impression on us. We all need to
see that if we have received some lesson from God, we must regard that very

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 3
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seriously. If we disregard any lesson, we will suffer. (Life-study of Daniel, pp.
43-44)

AEA NE000 DOETAEDIA £10 TAT 01 1:0A A BOTPAO EO TAT 1A £0 OAGAOETC =TA84T
revere God is to consider and regard Him in everything, never forgetting that
He is the wonderful God who has created us. When we are about to lose our
temper, we should revere God. Revering God stops us from doing evil. Revering

God also causes us to be touched by the sufferings of others and to show mercy
and compassion to them.

Even though I was born into Christianity, before I believed in the Lord
Jesus I never revered God. But from the day I got saved, [ began to revere God.
In everything I respected and regarded God. That caused a great change in
my life.

To revere God is to fear God. The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of
knowledge and wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding
(Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 15:33a). Knowledge, wisdom, and understanding come from
God. If we fear Him, revering Him, these will be our possession. If we seek
wisdom like silver and search for her like hidden treasures, then we will
OTAAOOOATA OEA FAAD Tk *AETOAE ATA NETA 0EA ETT=IAACA TF "TA jgitzuQs 4EA
fear of Jehovah is to hate evil (8:13). The fear of Jehovah prolongs days, but the
years of the wicked will be shortened (10:27). He who walks in his uprightness
fears Jehovah, but he who is perverse in his ways despises Him (14:2). In
0EA EAAO TE *AETOAE £0 0001TC ATTIEAATAAN ATA E£O AEEIA0AT x<£11 EAOA A DIARA T
refuge. The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of life, that one may turn aside from
the snares of death (vv. 26-27). Better is a little with the fear of Jehovah, than
great treasure and turmoil with it (15:16). If we are rich in the fear of Jehovah,
we will have peace.

The fear of Jehovah is the instruction of wisdom, and humility comes before
honor (v. 33). By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is expiated, and by the fear
of Jehovah men depart from evil (16:6). The fear of Jehovah leads to life, and he
who has it will lodge in contentment; he will not be visited with evil (19:23).
(Life-study of Proverbs, pp. 7-8, 24)

Further Reading: Life-study of Proverbs, msgs. 2—3

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 4
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WEEK 1— DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God
chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being built
up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Although the subject of 1 and 2 Peter is God’s government, especially His
government shown in His judgment, this is not the central focus of these books.
Neither is the divine government the basic structure of the Epistles of Peter.
What is the focus of these Epistles? What is their basic structure? In 1 Peter
AAOOAIIU TTIU TTA ATA A EAIE AEADOAOO AOA AOOAEAT ET OATAGETT 0T IEEA rpip? clppY8
In addition, we need to regard Peter’s word in 5:10 as crucial. In this verse
Peter says, “The God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory
in Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect,
ROOAAIEOER OOOATCOEATH ATA COTOTA UTOG8)T rg OAOAOY OEA NEO00 EAIE TE OEA nEOO0
chapter and the last verse of the last chapter are crucial in relation to life. In
these vital portions of 1 and 2 Peter we have the central focus of these Epistles.
(Life-study of Jude, p. 38)

Today’s Reading

In chapter 1 of 1 Peter we see the operation of the Triune God for His full
OAIGAOETTS )T OAOOA ¢ <A 0AA OEA FTOAETT<IAACA Tf = TA 0EA &AOEAQ OEA OATAOMEAAGETT
of the Spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. This verse reveals the
Father’s foreknowledge, the Son’s redemption, and the Spirit’s application. This is
the operation of the Triune God to carry out God’s full salvation. In verse 3 Peter
says that the Father has regenerated us unto a living hope. The full salvation of God
is composed of three elements: the Father’s regeneration, the Son’s redemption,
and the Spirit’s application. When we experience this salvation, we have a life that
is characterized by holiness and love. We are holy in our manner of life, and we
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love the brothers. Therefore, holiness and love are the issue of God’s full salvation.
Furthermore, in this salvation there is a seed, the incorruptible seed, which is the
living and abiding word of God. This is a simple sketch of chapter 1 of 1 Peter.

Let us now go on to consider 1 Peter 2:1-11. Having been regenerated, we
are now newborn babes longing for the guileless milk of the word in order that
by it we may grow unto salvation (v. 2). In chapter 1 we see that we have been
regenerated and that the full salvation of God is our portion. Now we need to
partake of and enjoy this salvation. For this, we need to feed on the milk of the
word.

By feeding on the guileless milk of the word and by growing unto salvation,
we will be transformed into precious stones. Therefore, Peter refers to the
believers as living stones (v. 5). These stones are for the building up of a
spiritual house, and this house is a holy priesthood: “You yourselves also, as
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to
the one hand, this spiritual house is God’s dwelling place; on the other hand, it
is something that tells forth the virtues of God, that expresses what God is.

This spiritual house, of course, is a corporate matter. We are being built up
together in a corporate way to afford God a dwelling place and to tell out God’s
virtues, that is, to express Him.

In these two portions of 1 Peter, including 5:10, we have the central focus
of this book. We need to be fully captured by this focus. Then we will not be
in danger of being distracted from this focus as we pay attention to the other
matters in this book.

We may compare the central focus of 1 Peter to the heart in the human
body. We should not take care of the other members of the body at the cost of
damaging our heart. We may lose a toe, an arm, or a leg and still live. But we
cannot live without a heart. In a similar way, we need to care for the “heart,” the
central focus, of 1 Peter. (Life-study of Jude, pp. 38-40)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jude, msgs. 4—5; CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living
in and with the Divine Trinity,” chs. 4, 6

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 6
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WEEK 1— DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:14 If you are reproached in the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

3:4 But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is very costly in the sight of God.

AEA NE000 AAGEA TAQOAO ATOAOAA AU OAGAQ ET EEO xOEOETCO £O OEA 40t0TA = TAS
Peter indicates that the God in whom we believe is the Triune God. In the
TPATETC <TOAO T 0A0ACI0 NE000 %DECOIAN <A AAT OAA OEA 40E0TA =TA{ 0#ETOAT
AAATOAETC 0T OEA ETOAETT<IAACA T¢ "TA OEA &AOEAO ET OEA OATACEIEAAGETT Tk OEA
Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ” (1:2).
(A0A =< A EAOA OEA FTOAETT<IAACA Tk = TA 0EA &AOEAG OEA OATAOEEAAGETT T# OEA
Spirit, and the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. God the
Father has regenerated us (v. 3), Christ has accomplished redemption with His
precious blood, and the Spirit applies God'’s full salvation to His chosen people.
Here we see the Triune God in the accomplishment of full salvation.

Peter also unveils to us the fact that this Triune God is our portion. This fact
is indicated by the word partakers in 2 Peter 1:4. According to this verse, we
EAOA AAAT TA PAOOAEAQO Tk OEA AOETA TAOOOAB)E " TA x<A0A T10 TOO DTOTTH <A
could not partake of His nature. (Life-study of Jude, p. 26)

Today’s Reading

In his writings Peter also reveals the way for us to partake of the Triune God
as our portion. The way involves the hidden man of the heart, and this hidden
man is our spirit (1 Pet. 3:4). In his Epistles Paul has much to say concerning
our spirit, but he does not use the expression the hidden man of the heart. This
hidden man, our human spirit, is the means by which we enjoy the Triune God
as our portion.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 7



*

Qrr 19r €

4 J)
e F -

Nz aev

R

L

rnic P
"l
c i
<

Literally, the Greek [1 Peter 4:14] means “the Spirit of glory and that of God.”
The Spirit of glory is the Spirit of God. Peter also speaks concerning the Spirit of
Christ (1:11). Our human spirit as the hidden man of the heart and God’s Spirit
as the Spirit of glory and as the Spirit of Christ are the means for us to partake
of God as our portion.

The structure of 1 and 2 Peter is the Triune God, who has been processed
to become our portion so that we may participate in Him, partake of Him,
and enjoy Him through His Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit of
glory, and by the exercise of our spirit. We enjoy Him by exercising our spirit to
ATTDAOAOA <EOE ATA OAODTTA 0T 0EA AEOETA 3PEOEOB)E ><A ETIA MEO MU 0T 0EA AAGEA
thought and the basic structure as we study all the other points in the writings
of Peter, we will be enriched, and we will experience the Triune God in a very
rich, absolute, and detailed way.

Both Peter and Jude indicate strongly that the Triune God has passed
through a process in order to do many things for us and to become everything
to us that we may partake of Him for our enjoyment.

At the beginning of his second Epistle Peter speaks concerning the divine
provision. He tells us that the divine power has granted to us and even
imparted to us all things related to life and godliness in order that we may
partake of the divine nature. Furthermore, according to chapter 1 of 2 Peter, the
divine provision gives us not only the divine life but also the divine light (v. 19).

At the end of his second Epistle Peter says, “Grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (3:18). Here the knowledge of
many matters in his Epistles, the basic structure of his writings is the Triune
God becoming our grace that we may enjoy Him, grow in life, and through the
growth in life be perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded in the
Triune God. (Life-study of Jude, pp. 26-28)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine
Trinity,” ch. 9

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 8
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WEEK 1— DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 3:15-16 And count the long-suffering of our Lord to be salvation,
even as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to
him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them concerning
these things, in which some things are hard to understand, which the
unlearned and unstable twist, as also the rest of the Scriptures, to their
own destruction.

The heart of 1 Peter is the operation of the Triune God to carry out His
threefold salvation, which includes regeneration, redemption, and application.
We have become God’s children through regeneration, and now we need to feed
on His word in order to grow unto full salvation. Then we will be transformed
in order to be built together to provide God a dwelling place and to be His
expression. For this purpose, the God of all grace will perfect, establish,
strengthen, and ground us. (Life-study of Jude, p. 40)

Today’s Reading

My concern is that the saints may be distracted from this basic structure
by the various matters covered in 1 and 2 Peter and Jude. | am not saying
the Triune God operating to accomplish a threefold salvation so that we may
be regenerated, that we may feed on His word, and that we may grow, be
transformed, and be built up in order that He may have a dwelling place and
that we may express Him.

This basic thought can also be seen in the Epistles of Paul. For this reason
Peter says, “Even as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom
given to him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them concerning
these things” (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Paul also reveals that we may feed on the Lord

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 9
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and grow in order to be built up into a spiritual house so that God may have a
corporate expression. Therefore, these two apostles ministered the same thing,
but with somewhat different terminology. Both Peter and Paul had the same
ETAOGS ) ETDA 0EAD TITA Te 008 <EiT AA AEO00AAOAA £OT T OEA AATO0AI £TAGO ATA OEA
basic structure of the apostles’ ministry revealed in the New Testament. (Life-
study of Jude, pp. 40-41)

Paul in his writings also spoke concerning “these things” (except for the
new heavens and new earth). Hence, Peter referred to Paul’s writings to
strengthen his own writings, especially concerning God’s governmental and
AEOAEDIETAOU EOAC TATO OPTT OEA AAIEAOA008 7 EAOD AAAOOU ATA AgAATIATAU AOA €T
this commendation! Although the Corinthians attempted to divide Peter and Paul
according to their own divisive preference (1 Cor. 1:11-12), Peter commended
Paul, saying that both of them taught the same things, “these things,” and that
Paul’s writings should not be twisted but should be regarded like “the rest of
the Scriptures” and should receive the same respect as the Old Testament. For
Peter to make such a commendation was not a small thing, for it was he who was
rebuked to his face by Paul regarding the New Testament faith (Gal. 2:11-21). This
indicates that Peter was bold in admitting that the early apostles, such as John,
Paul, and himself, although their style, terminology, utterance, certain aspects
of their views, and the way they presented their teachings differed, participated
in the same unique ministry, the ministry of the New Testament (2 Cor. 3:8-9;
4:1). Such a ministry ministers to people, as its focus, the all-inclusive Christ as
the embodiment of the Triune God, who, after passing through the process of

ETAAOTAGETTH EO TAT TEOETCH AOOAENE@ETTh OAOOOOAAGETTH ATA AOAATOETTH AtODATOAC
Himself through the redemption of Christ and by the operation of the Holy Spirit
into His redeemed people as their unique portion of life and as their life supply
and everything, for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ, which will
consummate in the full expression, the fullness, of the Triune God, according to
the eternal purpose of the Father. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 114-115)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 13

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 1 - Page 10
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WEEK 1— DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:10-12 Concerning this salvation the prophets...sought and
searched diligently,...the Spirit of Christ in them...making clear, testifying
beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and the glories after these. To them
it was revealed that...to you they ministered these things, which have now
been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by
the Holy Spirit...

)T ¢ 0A0R0 atpp 0AOAD ODAAED Tk Q0EAGA OEETCOB )T EE0 0T %DEOOIA0S0AIA0 ATOACAA
0EA ATOFOA ARTTT U T# "TAN AOT T AOAOTEOU DACO AAETOA OEA FIOTAAGETT Tk OEA xT0IA8
0T OEA TAx EAAOATO ATA TAx AAOOE ET AGROTEOU #O000A8 (A OTOALIAA OEA AOOAEAT OEFTCO
related to God’s economy, concerning which things the prophets prophesied and
0EA ADTO0IA0 DOAAAEAASS EOT T £100 0EAACS § , EEAZO00AU TE ¢ OAOAG B8 ppc

Today’s Reading

(1) From the side of the Triune God: God the Father has chosen a people
ET AGAOTEOU AAATOAETC 01 (£0 FTOAETT<IAACASATA AATIAA OEAT £TOT (0 CITOUS
Christ, foreknown by God before the foundation of the world but manifested in
0EA TA00 0F TAO8H EA0 OAAAA TAA ATA 0AOAA = TAI0 AETOAT PATDIABAU (E0 OEAACETOO
ARAGEBOEOTOCE (E0 OAOOOOAAGETT ET 1E£A ATA AOAATOETT ET DT =<AOB4EA 3DE0E0 OATO
FOT T EAAOATH EAO OATACETEAA ATA DOOFTEAA OETOA <ET T #E0E00 EAQ OAAAATAA ATA
OACAABF4EA ATCAIO TTTC 01 ITTE ETOT OEAOA OEETCO8BQ 4EA 40:0TA = TAIO AOETA
power has provided the redeemed ones with all things that relate to life and
CTAIETAO080T COAOA OEAT OTOT £O11 OAIOAGETTS " TA AIOT ALOAEDIETAC OEA T BAU
000ATCOEATH ATA COTOTA OEAT AU (£0 All COAAABA4EA ,TOA EO ITTCZOOHAOETC
01><AOA OEA T 0EAQ OEAU All TAU EAOA TRPTOOOTEOU 0T 0APATO OTOT OAIGACETTS4EAT
Christ will appear in glory with His full salvation for His lovers.
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OEA TEIE T& OEA <T0A jgicth AOA AAGAITDETC ET IEA OEA OPEOEOOAT OE000A08H ATA AOA
being transformed and built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to serve
"TA84EAU AOA =TAI0 AETOAT OAAAN OTUAT DOEAGOETTAN ETIU TAOETTh ATA DAAQIEA
AEOAEPIETAA AU (E0 CTOAOT TATOAI EOAC TATO81 AOA IEOETC A ETIU IE6A £T AT AgAATIATO
TATTAO ATA ET CTAIETACO OT CITOEEU (ET 8h AOA TETEOOROETC AO CTTA 00A<A0AQ
AgATPIAOU OEAPEAOAETCE( ATA AOA AgDAAGETC ATA EAQOATETC OEA ATTETC TE OEA
, TOASET TOAAO 01 AA OFAEIU 00PPIFAA <E0E AT ATOOATAA ETOT OEA AOAOTAI EETCATT
< EEAE OECEOATOOTAOO AxATION ET ACAOTEOUSH ATA OEAU AOA COT=ETC ATTOETOAIIU £ET
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18).

(3) From the side of Satan: Satan is the believers’ adversary, the devil, who
as a roaring lion is walking about, seeking someone to devour (1 Pet. 5:8).

(4) From the side of the universe: The fallen angels were condemned and
AOA AxAFOETC AOAOTAT EOAC TATO8] OEA ATAEATO OTCTAIU <TOIA x<AO AAGOOTUAA AU
A NITTA8N 0EA OTCTAIU AEOEAD <A0A OAAGAAA 0T AOEAO8I OEA FAIOA 0AAAEACD ATA
heretical mockers in the apostasy and mankind in his evil living will all be
FOACAA OTOT AAGOOOAGETTSN 0EA EAAOATO ATA OEA AAOOE x<Eil AA AOOTAA 0P8 ATA
All OEA ARAA TAT ATA 0EA AATTTO x£ii AA EOACAAB4EAT OEA TAx EAAOATO ATA
the new earth will come as a new universe, in which God’s righteousness will
dwell for eternity. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 112-114)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 3, “God’s New Testament Economy,” ch. 18
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WEEK 1 — HYMN

What mystery, the Father, Son, and Spirit
Experience of God — By the Trinity

1. What mys-te - ry, the Fath-er, Son,and Spir - it, In per-son three, in substanceall are
4p | B F Bb Eb cm Bb/F F’
T T T Y T T T T T
T

"

T o 5 =
one. Howglo-ri - ous, this God our be-ing en - ters To be our all, thru Spir-it in the
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Son! (C) The Tri-une God hasnow becomeour all! How wonder - ful! How glo -ri -
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T r r 1 B ) ) N Y ] 1 B — I 1 T 1l |
z 4 T — T
ous! This Gift di-vine  we never can exhaust! How ex-cel-lent! How mar-vel-ous!

2. How rich the source, the Father as the fountain,
And all this wealth He wants man to enjoy!
O blessed fact, this vast exhaustless portion
Is now for us forever to employ!

3. How wonderful, the Son is God’s expression
Come in the flesh to dwell with all mankind!
Redemption’s work, how perfectly effective,
That sinners we with God might oneness find.

4. The Spirit is the Son’s transfiguration
Come into us as life the full supply.
Amazing fact, our spirit with the Spirit
Now mingles and in oneness joins thereby!

5. How real it is that God is now the Spirit
For us to touch, experience day by day!
Astounding fact, with God we are one spirit,
And differ not in life in any way!



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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Week Two

r Living a Christian Life
under the Government of God

d 16 Hymns: 21

= 171 ¢ 2124l 17w 191 © 6 Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:17; 2:21-24; 4:17-19; 5:6
1] 1 § Day 1
T © L E I. The Epistles of 1 and 2 Peter are on the universal government

of God:

F6 | r I A.The subject of 1 Peter is the Christian life under the government of God,
| showing us the government of God especially in His dealings with His

I
[}

o
™

-2 ' chosen people—1:2.

B. The subject of 2 Peter is the divine provision and the divine government,
showing us that as God is governing us, He supplies us with whatever we

X C. God governs by judging; the judgment of God is for the carrying out of His

o5 171 17E government—1 Pet. 1:17; 4:17:

1.Because 1 and 2 Peter are concerned with the government of God, in these
Epistles the judgment of God and of the Lord is referred to repeatedly as one

y v YL of the essential items—1 Pet. 2:23; 4:5-6, 17; 2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7.

2. Through various kinds of judgments, the Lord God will clear up the entire
universe and purify it so that He may have a new heaven and a new earth for
a new universe filled with His righteousness for His delight—v. 13.

i
b
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§ Day 2

D.The judgment in 1 Peter 1:17, which is carried out by the Father, is not the
future judgment but is the present, daily judgment of God's governmental
dealings with His children:

1. The Father has regenerated us to produce a holy family—a holy Father with
holy children—vv. 3, 15, 17.

2.As holy children, we should walk in a holy manner of life (vv. 15-16);
otherwise, in His government God the Father will become the Judge and will
deal with our unholiness (4:15-17; Heb. 12:9-10).

E. The disciplinary judgment in the government of God begins from the
house of God—1 Pet. 4:17:

1. God judges everything that does not match His government; therefore, in this
age we, the children of God, are under the daily judgment of God—1:17.

§ Day 3

2.God uses fiery ordeals to deal with the believers in the judgment of His
governmental administration, which begins from His own house—4:12, 17.

3. The purpose of this judgment is that we would live according to God in the
spirit—wv. 6.

II. The preciousness of Peter's writings is that he combines
the Christian life and God's government, revealing that the
Christian life and the government of God go together as a
pair—1 Pet. 1:17; 2:21, 24; 3:15; 4:17; 5:5-8:

A.The Triune God has passed through a long process in Christ and has

become the life-giving Spirit to indwell us; this is for our Christian life—
John 1:14; 14:17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.

B. At the same time, the Triune God is still the Creator of the universe and its

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 2 Outline - Page 2
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Ruler—1 Pet. 4:19.

C. Although we have been born of God to have a spiritual life and to be a new
creation, we are still in the old creation—]John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; 2 Cor.
5:17:

1. For this reason, we need God's governmental dealings—1 Pet. 1:17.

2.1n order for the Christian life to grow, we need the discipline of God's
government—2:2; 4:17; 2 Pet. 1:5-7.

§ Day 4

III. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived a human
life that was absolutely under the government of God,
and He committed everything related to Him to God's
government—John 6:38; 1 Pet. 2:21-23:

A.The Lord kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who
judges righteously in His government, the righteous God, to whom He
submitted Himself; He put His trust in this righteous One, recognizing His
government—v. 23.

B.When God counseled Christ as a man, Christ's inward parts were one with
God and instructed Him through His contact with God—Psa. 16:7; Isa.
50:4.

IV. As believers in Christ and children of God, we should live
a Christian life under the government of God—]John 3:15;
1:12-13; 1 Pet. 4:13-19; 5:6-8:

A.The Epistles of Peter reveal the Christ who enables us to take God's
governmental dealings administered through sufferings—1 Pet. 1:6-8;
2:3-4,19, 21-25; 3:18, 22; 4:1, 15-16; 5:8-9.

B.We should pass the time of our sojourning in holy fear, that is, in a

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 2 Outline - Page 3



| y ' a | | healthy, serious caution that leads us to be holy in all our manner of life—

® "B e . p e I I 151 177 1:15, 17.
1] 1 § Day 5
R \ A C. We should be humbled under the mighty hand of God, which carries out
k" 6E the government of God—5:6:
Us [ [ 1.In verse 6 the mighty hand of God refers to God's administrating hand seen
oo Y Uy, especially in His judgment—1:17; 4:17.
s 2.To be humbled under God's mighty hand is to be made humble by God;
however, we must cooperate with God's operation and be willing to be made
, o0 W humble, lowly, under His mighty hand—>5:6.
1] & § Day 6
2] 2] f H / 11 19  D.Weshould commit our souls to the faithful Creator—4:19:
Us 1. God can preserve our soul, and His loving and faithful care accompanies His
. justice in His governmental administration.
(s 2. While God judges us in His government, He cares for us faithfully in His love;
as we are suffering His disciplinary judgment, we should commit our souls to
R® iy iy Gy, the faithful care of our Creator—Matt. 10:28; 11:28-209.
I e i g @ E.In the death of Christ we have died to sins so that in the resurrection of
[T M || Christ we might live to righteousness under God's government—1 Pet.
T € 24E 2:24:
1 Oy 1. God's government is established upon righteousness (Psa. 89:14a); as God's
. people living under His government, we must live a righteous life.
Usr [ (o)) 2.The expression live to righteousness is related to the fulfilling of God's
ty governmental requirements—1 Pet. 2:24:
0s a. We were saved so that we might live rightly under the government of God,
. that is, in a way that matches the righteous requirements of His government.
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b.In Christ's death we have been separated from sins, and in His
resurrection we have been enlivened so that in our Christian life we
might live spontaneously to righteousness under the government of
God—Rom. 6:8, 10-11, 18; Eph. 2:6; John 14:19; 2 Tim. 2:11.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God;

and if first from us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel
of God?

2 Pet. 1:2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.

In his two Epistles Peter is on the subject of God’s universal government...
As we know, Matthew is on the kingdom. Do not think that the government and
the kingdom are identical. No, the kingdom is one thing, and the government
is another. A country or nation has a government. The government, however,
is not the nation; rather, the government is the administrative center of the
nation. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 8)

Today’s Reading

Although Matthew presents the kingdom, the government is not found in
that book. The government of God is in the writings of Peter. Mark presents
service; Luke, salvation; and John, life. Thus, in the four Gospels we have the
kingdom, service, salvation, and life. But we do not have the divine government.
In his Epistles Peter makes up this lack by showing us God’s universal
government.

God governs by judging. This is the way God carries out His government. As
an elderly man who has some knowledge of world history both by study and
observation, I can testify that [ bow before God. He is the governing One, and
He governs by judging. God has judged Hitler, Stalin, and other evildoers. On
the one hand, to some extent, God tolerated them in doing certain things that
served His purpose...Nevertheless, God judged them.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 1
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In 1 and 2 Peter we have a record of God’s judgment. God judged the earth by means
1% OEA MITTAR OEA AAIOCAY , AGAGH (A EOACAA 3TATT ATA =TT T00AES 4EA EEOOTOU TF = TAI
judgment also includes the judgment upon the children of Israel in the wilderness.
During their years of wandering, the children of Israel experienced God’s judgment
again and again. With the exception of Joshua and Caleb, all of those who came out
of Egypt, including Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, died in the wilderness under God’s
judgment. Furthermore, the Bible says that thousands of the disobedient ones were
strewn by God in the wilderness. That was God’s judgment. We should not think that
God judges only evildoers such as Hitler and Stalin. God also judges His own people.
According to 1 Peter 4:17, God’s governing judgment begins from His own household.

The purpose of God’s governing judgment [is] to clear up His universe...God
will not live or dwell in a place that is unclean. Thus, God is cleansing, purifying,
0EA OTEOA00AS &£0000 (A DOOETEAC OO (E0 ETOOAETIAS 7A AOA TT>< OEA AATOAO T (0
cleaning work. Do you not sometimes say to yourself, “Why is it that the more
) TTOA OEA , TOA *A0OCK OEA T TOA AEMERGIOEAD ) EAORe —U OMAGEORO AOR TITOORORETC
they are doing very well. But my situation seems to get worse and worse.” Some
saints have problems with their health; others are disappointed with their
AEEIAOATS 4EA OAAQTT =< A EAOA AEEEAQIOEAC £O OEAO = TAI0 EOAG TATO AAGETO K0T T (£0
own household. You and I are under God’s judgment.

AER ORAOTT OEA 0T %DEOOIAO TE OAOAD <AOA x<OE00ATH AODAAEATIU OEA MEOGGH <AG
that the dispersed Jewish believers were suffering persecution. They were
OTAAOCTETG A NEAOU 00EATs OAOAO AT TDAOAG O0EE0 DACOARGOETT OT OEA AQOTETG T A
furnace. Because the believers were troubled and perhaps doubting, Peter
wrote to instruct them and also to comfort them. In 1 Peter 5:10 he says, “The
God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen,
and ground you.” Here Peter seems to be telling the believers that there is no
need for them to doubt, for God is perfecting them...Peter wrote to comfort the
suffering, persecuted saints, showing them that all of them were under God'’s

......

(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 9-11)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 1
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:15-17 But according to the Holy One who called you, you
yourselves also be holy in all your manner of life; because it is written, “You
shall be holy because I am holy.” And if you call as Father the One who
without respect of persons judges according to each one’s work, pass the
time of your sojourning in fear.

7A AOA ETIU ET All TOO TATTAO Tk 1e£A OEOTOGE OEA OATAETEAAGETT T OEA 3DEOEN:
This is based on regeneration, which brings us the holy nature of God and
issues in a holy life. We ourselves need to be holy. This is not merely a matter
of wearing a certain kind of clothing or of not wearing makeup. That concept of
holiness is too outward. Our being, our disposition, our entire person, should

be holy. This is for us to be holy in all our manner of life. God’s people should be
holy because God Himself is holy.

The Holy One, who as the Father has called us, has regenerated us to
produce a holy family—a holy Father with holy children. As holy children, we
should walk in a holy manner of life...He begot us with life inwardly that we
might have His holy nature. He disciplines us with judgment outwardly that
we may partake of His holiness (Heb. 12:9-10). His judgment is according to
our work, our conduct, without respect of persons...If we call Him our Father,
we also should fear Him as our Judge and live a holy life in fear. (Life-study of 1
Peter, pp. 91-92)

Today’s Reading

.....

thing spoken of here is the daily judgment of God’s government in this world,
exercised with regard to His children...” (Darby). This is God’s judgment on His
own household (4:17).

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 3
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First Peter 4:17 says, “For it is time for the judgment to begin from the
ETOOA T = TA) ATA ££ nE000 A0 T O0n <EAQ x<Ell AA 0EA ATA T OETOA <ET AEOTAAU
0EA CTODAT Tk "TAgd 4EE0 ATTE OET>0 0EA CTOAOT TATO T " TA AOPAARAIIU ET
relation to His dealings with His chosen people. The sufferings they undergo
ET MEAOU DAOOAAOOETT AOA OOAA AU (ET A0 A TAATO 0T EOACA OEA T 0EA0 OEAU TAU
AR ALOAEDIETAAN DOOETEAAR ATA OADACAOAA £0T T 0EA OTAAIFAGAOO ATA TT0 EAOA OEA
same destiny as they. Hence, such disciplinary judgment begins from His own
household, and it is not exercised just once or twice but is being carried out
continuously until the Lord’s coming.

[God’s] house, or household, refers to the church, composed of the believers
(2:5; Heb. 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:19). From this house, as His own house, God
begins His governmental administration by God’s disciplinary judgment over
His own children, that He may have strong ground to judge, in His universal
kingdom, those who are disobedient to His gospel and rebellious toward His
government. This is for the establishing of His kingdom, which is covered in the
second book (2 Pet. 1:11).

What we have in 1 Peter 1:17 is the daily judgment of God’s government in
the world, a judgment that is exercised with regard to His children...The daily
judgment of God is not exercised upon fallen sinners; instead, it is exercised
upon God’s children. Those who oppose this teaching from the Word may say,
01> EO £ DTOOEAIA £T0 O0h =TAI0 AEEIAOAT ET COAAAN 0T AA EOACAA AU "TAe TA
is our Father, and He loves us and gives us grace. How could He do something

01 EOACA 00ed8/T 0EA TTA EATAN "TA £0 COAAETC OO0 OT 1E0A A TEEA OEAQ 00£00 (EC
righteousness under His government. On the other hand, He judges anything
that does not match His government. Therefore, in this age we the believers are

under the daily judgment of God.

This kind of judgment is exercised upon us, the children of God, while we
are passing the time of our sojourning on earth...The Lord’s word in John
5:22 refers to eternal judgment, to the judgment of unbelievers at the great
white throne. But the judgment here is the present judgment of God upon
His children, not on unbelievers. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 92, 252, 257,
268)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 11, 30

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 4
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WEEK 2 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:12-13 Beloved, do not think that the fiery ordeal among you,
coming to you for a trial, is strange, as if it were a strange thing happening
to you; but inasmuch as you share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, so
that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice exultingly.

First Peter is a book on the Christian life under the government of God.
It is easy for us to pay attention to the Christian life and to neglect God’s
government. Actually, the Christian life and the government of God go together.
The Triune God has passed through a long process and has become the life-
giving Spirit to indwell us. This is for our Christian life. At the same time, the
Triune God is still the Creator of the universe and its ruler. On the one hand,
we have been reborn to have a spiritual life, the divine life. On the other hand,
we are still in the old creation. For this reason we need God’s governmental
dealings. In order for the Christian life to grow, we need the discipline of God’s
government. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 278)

Today’s Reading

The preciousness of Peter’s writings is that he combines the Christian life
and God’s government...If we would carefully read the two Epistles of Peter, we
would see that Peter is quite deep in the matter of life...But at the same time, in
his writings Peter gives a serious word regarding God’s governmental dealings
with His regenerated people. Therefore, in the Epistles of Peter we need to see
the Christian life and God’s government and also see how the two go together.

)T p OAOAO T{pgBOEA "OAAE <TOA £10 MEAOU TOAAAIY DOOTOAR TAATO 0ACOTETCIO
signifying the burning of a smelting furnace for the purifying of gold and silver
(Prov. 27:21; Psa. 66:10)...Peter considered the persecution that the believers
suffered as such a burning furnace used by God to purify their life. This is
God’s way to deal with the believers in the judgment of His governmental

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 5
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administration, which begins from His own house (1 Pet. 4:17-19). The Greek
word for strange in verse 12 is xenizo, the same as the word used in verse
4. Fiery persecution is common to the believers. They should not think it is
strange or alien to them, and they should not be surprised and astonished by it.
This persecution is a trial, a testing.

Peter’s use of the metaphor of a burning furnace in verse 12 indicates
that today the Lord is using persecutions and trials as a furnace to serve a
positive purpose. The positive purpose served by persecution and trial is the
DOOENEAAGETT TE TOO I6eAs 7A AAT AA AT TDAOAA 0T CTIA ATA 0tIOAG (T><AOAG <A Ol
EAOA OTTA ATTOTO T¢ AOTO0: 4EAOAETOAY <A TAAA DOOETEAAGETT8 10 #EOEO0EATON
xA OETOIA OAAIEUA OEAO MEAOU TOAAAIO AOA AT T TTT830AE 0EETCO AOA TT0 000ATCAS
alien, foreign, to us...It is our destiny to suffer in this age. Of course, this is not
our eternal destiny. God has not destined us to suffer in eternity, but He surely
has destined us to suffer in this age.

In verse 13 Peter continues, “But inasmuch as you share in the sufferings
of Christ, rejoice, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice
AGOICETCIUG YIOETOCE DACOAACIETT £0 A 00tAT OEAO DOOENEAO 00 0EOTOCE AQOTETCH
participate, in the sufferings of Christ...Because we believe in Christ, love
Christ, live Christ, bear testimony to Christ, witnessing of Him in this age, the
world rises up against us. This age is under the hand of the evil one, and for
this reason unbelieving ones persecute those who believe in Christ and witness
of Him. In the sight of God this kind of suffering is regarded as the sufferings
of Christ. For example, a certain brother may have had the opportunity to
become rich. But because he believes in Christ, loves Christ, and follows Christ,
his business may suffer, and he may lose the opportunity to become wealthy.
Actually, he may even be in poverty. This kind of poverty is the suffering of
Christ. Those sufferings that are for Christ are counted by God as the sufferings
of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 278-279, 247-248)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 28, 31
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WEEK 2 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:21-23 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;
who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth; who being
reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept
committing all to Him who judges righteously.

In 1 Peter 2:23...according to the usage of the verb kept committing in Greek, all
needs to be inserted here as its object. This word refers to all the sufferings of the
Lord. He kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who judges righteously in
His government, to the righteous God, to whom He submitted Himself. This indicates
that the Lord recognized God’s government while He was living a human life on earth.

We are accustomed to saying that we commit things to the Lord who is
faithful or merciful or kind. Have you ever said, “I commit everything to God
x<ET EOACAO OECEOATOO0IUGOe84EA OAAOTT <A AT T10 BOAU IEEA 0EEO £0 0EA0 TOO
prayer, expression, and utterance are still too traditional. This keeps us from
applying many of the thoughts and utterances in the pure Word. Therefore, in
reading a verse such as 2:23, we may take it for granted and fail to get into the
real meaning. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 185-186)

Today’s Reading

While the Lord Jesus was on earth suffering, He kept committing all to the
One who judges righteously. This brief word indicates not only that the Lord
lived a life that was a model for us but also that He lived a life absolutely under
God’s government. He Himself was always under the government of God, and
He committed everything related to Him to God’s judgment.

In 1 Peter 1:17 Peter urges us to pass the time of our sojourning in
fear. This is a holy fear, as in Philippians 2:12. It refers to a healthy, serious
caution that leads us to behave holily. The words pass the time include every

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 7
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minute of our daily life. Years ago I visited some saints in Las Vegas. Some of
them suggested that I visit a gambling casino just to see what it was like. I
replied, “No, I will not go...Because you have invited me, I am now here with
you. But I will not go to see a gambling casino.” If | had gone to such a place,
then a certain amount of time that day would not have been passed in fear.
Every minute of our sojourning must be in fear. This is related to the holy
manner of life. In all our manner of life we need to be holy, separated from
the world.

First Peter 1:18 and 19 explain why we should pass the time of our
sojourning in fear: “Knowing that it was not with corruptible things, with
silver or gold, that you were redeemed from your vain manner of life
handed down from your fathers, but with precious blood, as of a Lamb
without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ.” Why should we pass
OEA OE WA TE TOO OTETOOTETC ET FAAQe ""ARAGOA <A ETTx 0EA0 <A EAOA AAAT
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. It is because we know this that
we now pass the time of our sojourning in fear. The point here is that the
holy manner of life should issue out from the dear and precious redemption
of Christ.

Paul tells us that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of sin and from
this evil age. Peter, however, tells us that Christ has redeemed us from the
vain manner of life. It is vain to indulge in worldly entertainments or to
purchase worldly clothing. The vain manner of life may also be related to
the way we do our shopping. Some sisters very much like to go shopping.
Every week they go to the department store at least to look around, even
tE OEAU AT T10 AOU ATUOEETCH $T1 UTO TH0 ETT> =<ET UTO AOAe 910 AOA OTT0
and daughters of the King. As children of the King, you should not go to
a department store in a light way. On the contrary, you should be stately
ATA ACTENEAA AOAT ET UTOO OETDBETCS ) O0A 0EE0 A0 AT EIIOC00AETT Tk AAETC
redeemed in a practical way from the vain manner of life. (Life-study of 1
Peter, pp. 186, 93-94)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 11, 21
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WEEK 2 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 5:5-6 In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of
you gird yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists
the proud but gives grace to the humble. Therefore be humbled under the
mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time.

Everyone in the church, including the elders, should gird himself with
humility. In 1 Peter 1:13 Peter charges us to gird up the loins of our mind, but
here [in 5:5] he indicates that our entire being needs to be girded.

The Greek word for gird here is derived from a noun meaning “a slave’s
apron”; such an apron girded up the slave’s loose garments in the service. It is
OOAA EAOA A0 A ECOOA Tk OPAAAER OECTERUETC OEA DOGETC TT T4 EQ TEIE0U A0 A GE000A
ET OAOOEAAS 4EE0 MECOOA AA T A AGEAATOIU £0T T OAOAQIO £ TDOAOOETT T ETx 0EA ,T0A
girded Himself with a towel when He humbled Himself to wash the disciples’
feet, especially Peter’s (John 13:4-7). (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 296)

Today’s Reading

Peter says that God not only resists the proud but gives grace to the
humble. Strictly speaking, this grace refers to the Triune God Himself as
the life supply being multiplied in the humble believer...The believers have
received the initial grace, yet this grace needs to be multiplied in them that
they may participate in all grace. The varied grace of God [1 Pet. 4:10], as the
all grace in 5:10, is the rich supply of life, which is the Triune God ministered
into us in many aspects (2 Cor. 13:14; 12:9). God gives Himself as grace, as life
supply, to humble believers.

The Greek word for humble in 1 Peter 5:5 also means “lowly,” as in Matthew
11:29, where the Lord Jesus said, “I am meek and lowly in heart.”...Instead of
uplifting ourselves, we should always keep ourselves low. Then we will be in a
position to receive the Triune God as our life supply. We will receive the grace

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 9
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that God gives to humble believers.

The words be humbled [1 Pet. 5:6] are passive voice, indicating being
made humble by God, mainly through sufferings in persecutions (v. 10).
This, however, requires that we cooperate with God’s operation. We must be
willing to be made humble, lowly, under the mighty hand of God. Hence, be
humbled. We may say that humbled is passive, but be is active. While God is
acting to operate on us, we need to take the initiative to be operated on by
Him. To take the initiative is active; to be operated on is passive. This is our
willingness to be under the hand of God, which is mighty to do everything
for us.

Persecution may be used by God to humble us...When good things happen
to us, we may become proud. But suffering or persecution may help us to be
humble. For example, a brother may be humbled as a result of losing his job. A
student may be humbled by receiving a lower grade than he expected.

We may also experience being humbled in our family life. If the children of
a certain brother and sister are outstanding, the parents may become proud.
**00 £ OEA AEEIAOAT AAOOA OEA T BOTAIA 10 TO ABTEAQIOU OEEO £l TAEA OEA DAOATO0
lowly. Likewise, if a young brother’s father has a very high position in his work,
this brother may be proud...But suppose his father is a janitor with a very
limited education. Knowing that his father has such a lowly position may cause
this young brother to be lowly.

We cannot make ourselves humble. Rather, we need to be made humble by
God [v. 6]. Nevertheless, God’s humbling of us requires our cooperation with
God’s operation. This means that we must be willing to be made humble, lowly,
under the mighty hand of God.

We may say that be humbled is active-passive: be is active, pointing to our
initiative to be humbled, and humbled is passive, pointing to God’s operation to
humble us. Although God’s hand is mighty to do whatever is necessary for us,
His hand still needs our cooperation. God’s operation needs our cooperation.
Therefore, we need to be humbled. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 297-298)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 33
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:19 So then let those also who suffer according to the will of God
commit their souls in well-doing to a faithful Creator.

2:24 Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that
we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness...

The will of God here in 1 Peter 4:19 is that He wants us to suffer for Christ’s
sake and has appointed us to this.

Literally commit here means “to give in charge as a deposit.”..When the
believers suffer persecution in their body, especially as in martyrdom, they
should commit their souls as a deposit to God, the faithful Creator, as the Lord
committed His spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46). Persecution can damage only
the bodies of the suffering believers, not their souls (Matt. 10:28)...They should
cooperate with the Lord by their commitment in faith. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp.
263-264)

Today’s Reading

Persecution is a suffering in the old creation. God as our Creator can
preserve our soul, which He created for us. He has even numbered our hairs
(Matt. 10:30). He is loving and faithful. His loving and faithful care (1 Pet.
5:7) accompanies His justice in His governmental administration. While He is
judging us, His household, in His government, His love cares for us faithfully. In
suffering His just disciplinary judgment in our bodies, we should commit our
souls to His faithful care.

Having died to sins [2:24] literally means “being away from sins.” When
Christ bore up our sins on the cross and died, that death...terminated us, and this
termination can keep us away from sin. The best way for people to be kept from
sins or from sin is for them to be put to death...Peter speaks of being away from

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 11



HU n I S
l g @@ 1 m r
I X S I
r e F
) g |
A 3 Y Fl e
Il g & 11 ™ o ul
I €S I e H
®er A M o [ e o
rn e I W
41 e I 2l
I f
* 41
o e@f a1 17~ & -
e ™ M N ™
rf tre np
"t €l mMrn € €1
[ ' Cys M
e a®e M
KM Er
I | o e F
r
Mol MR
I " ™M [ I
AT 1 "M
M r* *®
[ el T e wm
I\_/I |‘I_~ I 6
PR" Ny eeR ¢€¢’ [ €
I 6 I 1" 11U

ZR—= MWD

=

<

r

sins; Paul speaks of the one who has died being free from sin. Through Christ’s
death we can be kept away from sins so that we may live to righteousness.

The subjective aspect of the cross continues in our experience today by the
Spirit. The life-giving Spirit is working within us continually to carry out the
subjective aspect of Christ’s cross in our being. Daily we are undergoing the
inward working of the cross of Christ, and daily we are being made alive so
0EAQ <A TAU IEOA 0T OcCEOATOOTAOG 4EAOARTOAN £0 E0 TT0 AEATEAQI0 0T TOAOAT A OFTOf
because through Christ’s death we are being kept away from sins. His death has
drawn a separating line between us and sins. Being kept away from sins, now
we are alive...We simply live, and this living always has an inclination toward
righteousness. This is the experience of our Savior saving us daily.

When we call on the name of the Lord and have fellowship with Him,
the life-giving Spirit operates within us. Spontaneously, we experience the
subjective working of the cross to make a separation between us and sins so
that we automatically live to righteousness.

Now we need to ask why Peter uses the expression live to righteousness
(8 qTvs 4EE0 £O OATAOAA O OEA FOINEIETC TF = TAIO CTOAOT TATOAI OANOEOA TATO08
Actually, God’s government requires just one thing—righteousness...In 1
Peter 2:23 we see that the Lord Jesus continually committed all to the One
who judges righteously. Then in verse 24 Peter indicates that we should live
to righteousness. Peter’s concept here is governmental; righteousness is a
matter of God’s government. We have been saved by our Savior to live a life that
matches the righteous requirements of God’s government.

God is righteous, and His government is established upon righteousness.
Psalm 89:14 says that righteousness is the foundation of God’s throne.
Therefore, as God’s people living under His government, we must have a
righteous life...But because in ourselves we are not able to live this kind of
1A OEA 3AOETO 0AOAD 00 0T 1E0A A TEFA & OECEOATOOTAOON A TE£A OEAO £OINETIO OEA
righteous requirements of God’s government. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 264,
188-190)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 21, 29

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 2 - Page 12
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WEEK 2 — HYMN

We praise Thee for Thy righteousness
Worship of the Father — His Righteousness 21

z T

C G C/E F
!

Am
.

< hd hd e g -
1. We praise Theefor Thy righteousness;Thy justice, Fa-ther, weconfess, And ful-lytest -i - fy. Thou

F G C Am G G’ c
Il Il

" T T g T I i |

(2 =N I

artthejudge of  allmankind, In  Theeinjust-ice nonecanfind, Nor wrongtoThee ap - ply.

2. O holy Father, righteous One,
Thy righteousness upholds Thy throne,
"Tis a foundation sure.
"Tis through this righteousness of Thine
That reigns in Christ the grace divine,
And peace we thus secure.

3. Thy righteousness has caused Thy Son
To die for us that we be won,
Redemption thus was bought;
Thy righteousness has justified
When Christ’s redemption was applied,
Salvation thus was wrought.

4. That Thou might show Thy righteousness,

With Thy forgiveness Thou didst bless
Men in the ancient age;
For Thee Thy righteousness to show,
Remission Thou dost now bestow
On sinners in this age.

5. All people Thou wilt judge one day,
Thy righteousness to all display
By Christ, Thy Son, our Lord,;
Yet fast we’ll stand, for none can move,
Thy righteousness we'll ever prove,
With grace Thou wilt afford.

6. With justice is Thy kingdom filled,
And peace upon it Thou dost build
With all in harmony;
In the new heaven and new earth
Thy righteousness will be their worth,
As promised, God, by Thee.
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R Week Three
6 HX F Life and Building in Peter’s Epistles
d 125 Hymns: 1242
E 7 8 ¢ 1m5l 9 " 3m4 Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:8; 2:1-5, 9; 2 Pet. 1:3-4

%] 7] § Day 1

6 H X Iy I. The central thought of Peter's Epistles and of the entire
f b 231 € 25l Scripture is life and building—1 Pet. 1:23; 2:2-5; 2 Pet.
3 AE 1:3-4:

_ e A.Life is the Triune God embodied in Christ and realized as the Spirit
I 1 L e e 0X dispensing Himself into us for our enjoyment, and building is the
| | ¥ church, the Body of Christ, God's spiritual house, as the enlargement and
-/ € expansion of God for the corporate expression of God—Gen. 2:8-9, 22;

8ol 221 A7 181 ¢ 19 161 Matt. 16:18; Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:16.
¥ e Iy ® B. Christ as the seed of life is the power of life within us that has granted to
F F X € us all things which relate to life and godliness for the building up of the
el S (I D ¥ church as the rich surplus of life and the expression of life through the
" || "3l growth and development of life—2 Pet. 1:3-4; cf. Acts 3:15; Hymns, #203,

P 15l L [ stanza 4.

%] 7] § Day 2

A II. God's goal is to have a spiritual house built up with living
I sFe S5E stones—1 Pet. 2:5:

t 3 - 1 2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 3 Outline - Page 1



Fe & | F Ke A.As life to us, Christ is the incorruptible seed; for God's building, He is the

| I 231 € 4 living stone—1:23; 2:4.
3 HI  T1 Y0r' vy | B. At Peter's conversion the Lord gave him a new name, Peter—a stone (John
I XE© 42KE 9 ) 1:42); when Peter received the revelation concerning Christ, the Lord
A T1 I I X revealed further that He was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:18); by these
[ 17 18KE et € PN two incidents Peter received the impression that both Christ and His
H € [ believers are living stones for God's building (1 Pet. 2:4-8; Acts 4:11; Isa.
[ e 4m 8l 111 " 1617 77 € 28:16; Zech. 4:7).
P & H 1S 0, T  C.We, the believers in Christ, are living stones as the duplication of
€ " -|— Kol Christ through regeneration and transformation; we were created
Ir nmaiee» [ H of clay (Rom. 9:21), but at regeneration we received the seed of the
I ® | divine life, which by its growing in us transforms us into living stones
el e [T ¢ 5 € (1 Pet. 2:5).
1] %) § Day 3
[ [T X D III. Since God's building is living, it is growing; the actual
ly S H building up of the church as the house of God is by the
I ¢ 21E believers' growth in life—Eph. 2:21:
® e | A.In order to grow in life for God's building, we must love the Lord, take
| e | %B¥%H e | heed to our spirit, and guard our heart with all vigilance to stay on the
plF 5 8l ¢ 2i 51 P 4| pathway of life—1 Pet. 1:8; 2:2, 5; 3:4, 15; Prov. 4:18-23; Deut. 10:12;
151 18m 231 A 121 7 Ve 30 Mark 12:30.
€ * 2] F o I B.If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience
41 | b the breaking of the cross, the killing death of Christ in the all-inclusive
A T A | g e Spirit of Christ as the Spirit of glory, so that the following obstacles
0 n al T o within us can be dealt with and removed—1 Pet. 1:11; 4:14; Psa.
111 14 ' PW 23m 24E 139:23-24:
Us 1. Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim; the

t 3 - 2 2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 3 Outline - Page 2
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obstacle to this is not knowing the pathway of life and not taking Christ as
our life—Matt. 7:13-14; Phil. 3:8-14; Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:28-29.

2. The second obstacle is hypocrisy; a person's spirituality is not determined by
outward appearance but by how he takes care of Christ—Matt. 6:1-6; 15:7-8;
John 5:44; 12:42-43; cf. Josh. 7:21.

3. The third obstacle is rebellion; we may be very active and zealous in
doing things but still imprison and disobey the living Christ within us
by ignoring Him—Lev. 14:9, 14-18; 11:1-2, 46-47; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor.
15:33.

4. The fourth obstacle is our natural capabilities; if these natural capabilities
remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's life—2:14-15;
3:12,16-17; Jude 19; cf. Lev. 10:1-2.

§ Day 4

C.In order to grow in life for God's building, we must put away "all malice
and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings"—1 Pet.
2:1.

D.In order to grow in life for God's building, we must be nourished with the
guileless milk of God's word—v. 2:

1. The guileless milk is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man
through the understanding of our rational mind and is assimilated by our
mental faculties—Rom. 8:6; cf. Deut. 11:18.

2. Although the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul through the mind, it
eventually nourishes the spirit, making us not soulish but spiritual, suitable
for being built up as a spiritual house of God—cf. 1 Cor. 2:15.

3.In order to enjoy the milk of the word, to taste God with His goodness
in the word, we must receive His word by means of all prayer and

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 3 Outline - Page 3
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muse on His word—1 Pet. 2:3; Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15, 23, 48, 78,
99, 148:

a.To muse on the word is to taste and enjoy it through careful
considering—1 Pet. 2:2-3; Psa. 119:103.

b.Prayer, speaking to oneself, and praising the Lord may also be included
in musing on the word; to muse on the word is to "chew the cud," to
receive the word of God through much reconsideration—Lev. 11:3.

4. By feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk in the word, we grow unto full
salvation, unto maturity through transformation for glorification; salvation in
1 Peter 2:2 is a matter of transformation for God's building.

5.We enjoy the "milk-Christ" to nourish us so that we may be transformed
with Him as the "stone-Christ" and be built up as the "Body-Christ," as God's
spiritual house into a holy priesthood—vv. 2-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13.

§ Day 5

IV. The holy priesthood, the coordinated body of priests, is the

built-up spiritual house; God wants a spiritual house for His
dwelling and a priestly body, a corporate priesthood, for His
service—1 Pet. 2:5; Exo. 19:5-6:

A.We are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people

acquired for a possession” (1 Pet. 2:9)—chosen race denotes our
descent from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our
being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our
preciousness to God.

B. Our corporate priestly service is to tell out as the gospel the virtues of the

One who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (v. 9) so
that we may "offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 3 Outline - Page 4
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Christ" (v. 5b); these spiritual sacrifices are:

1. Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament types, such as
the burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering, and trespass
offering—Lev. 1—5.

2. The sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ—
Rom. 15:16.

3. Our body, our praises, and the things we do for God—12:1; Heb. 13:15-16;
Phil. 4:18.

§ Day 6

C. All our priestly service to the Lord must originate from Him as "the
God of measure” and not from ourselves; all our priestly service must
be according to His leading and His limitation, as we allow His death to
operate in us, so that His resurrection life can be imparted through us
into others—2 Cor. 10:13; John 12:24; 21:15-22; 2 Sam. 7:18, 25, 27; Luke
1:37-38; Hymns, #907.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:3-4 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things
which relate to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him
who has called us by His own glory and virtue, through which He has
granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these
you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.

The matter of life and its issue, which is the building,...is actually the theme
of the whole New Testament. Life is simply the Triune God, who, after passing
through a lengthy process, became the Spirit of life...The building is the church,
the Body of Christ. This building comes out of life. The church is the issue of the
divine life.

Once we receive this life,...it begins to grow within us, to saturate us, to
transform us, and to build us together as God’s dwelling place. In this age His
dwelling place is the church; in the eternal age it is the New Jerusalem. The
dwelling place is the issue of God’s being life to us. As His life within us grows,
we are transformed; the purpose of this transformation is the building up of
God’s dwelling place. Growth, transformation, and building are the crucial
points in the New Testament. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Completing Ministry of
Paul,” p. 203)

God wants us to express Him...Our created life cannot express God. In
order to express God, we must have the life of God. This life is the divine
life, the eternal life. Actually, this life is the Triune God embodied in Christ,

who is realized as the life-giving Spirit. (Life-study of Deuteronomy, p.
150)

Today’s Reading

God has...given us the marvelous and mysterious divine power. God as the
divine power passed through creation, redemption, and resurrection to become

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 1
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the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b)...The visible things of the creation came
into being through God’s divine power. Redemption was also accomplished
by God’s divine power. The one man Jesus could die on behalf of all men to
accomplish an eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12) because of the divine power.
Today as the life-giving Spirit, He offers Himself to us as the divine power in
resurrection. When we receive the Lord Jesus, the very Triune God enters into
us as life in resurrection, [which] is the divine power.

The divine power in 2 Peter 1:3 is the power of the divine life, and this
divine life power has given us all things that relate to life and godliness. The
things that relate to life are inexhaustible. They include the law of life (Rom. 8:2;
Heb. 8:10), humility, wisdom, rejoicing, love, joy, hope, submission, goodness,
meekness, kindness, long-suffering, and peace. Everything related to life has
been given to us. The life power within the seed of a certain plant includes
everything related to the plant. The life power within the seed includes the
00A Th AOATAEAGH TAAGAGh ATTOOT W0 MT>=<A00h ATA 0080 TF OEA DIAT0S 7 EOEET OEA
power of the divine life as the seed in us are all the things necessary for the
growth of the divine life. In the divine power are virtues such as love, patience,
humility, kindness, and long-suffering. The divine power, the power of life,
includes all things needed not only for life inwardly but also for godliness
outwardly.

[Another] category of great things given to us by God is the precious
and exceedingly great promises. The promises in 2 Peter 1:4 are mainly
related to our spiritual life. These are promises for the inner life and
the outward expression of life. One such promise is in Ephesians 3:20...
This promise to do above all that we ask or think is not concerning the
material things of the present life but concerning the spiritual things for
the church life. The Lord is going to do superabundantly above all that
we ask or think for the church life, according to the inner working power
that operates in us. Other precious and exceedingly great promises are
in Matthew 28:20; John 6:57; 7:38-39; 10:28-29; 14:19-20, 23; 15:5;
and 16:13-15. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the
Scriptures,” pp. 512-513)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the
Scriptures,” ch. 16
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P r € WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

[/ 1 Pet. 2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God

| chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being built
€ I e | e IS up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
R [ N acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

€ 45Nz e L €
I7I

F I n [ A living stone is one that not only possesses life but also grows in life. This
[ M T N S is Christ for God’s building. [In 1 Peter 2:4-5] Peter changed his metaphor
p) | ' 23 24€ from a seed, which is of the vegetable life (1:23-24), to a stone, which is of the
[ e X © minerals. The seed is for life-planting; the stone is for building (2:5)...As life to
Fe5r€Ene + e | X us, Christ is the seed; for God’s building, He is the stone. After receiving Him
I e 0 ¥ as the seed of life, we need to grow that we may experience Him as the stone
I 4 ¥ e [ living in us. Thus He will make us also living stones, transformed with His
N ®eF 0, | stone nature, that we may be built together with others as a spiritual house
r e” 16€ERT § | . upon Him as both the foundation and the cornerstone (Isa. 28:16). (1 Pet. 2:4,
e rr I e 4 2r € footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

: I We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like Christ, through

I R ' r el I r regeneration and transformation. We were created of clay (Rom. 9:21). But at
I I regeneration we received the seed of the divine life, which by its growing in

I 20 e r us, transforms us into living stones. At Peter’s conversion the Lord gave him

H I [ S50 'y | I anew name, Peter—a stone (John 1:42). When Peter received the revelation
- () A 1T concerning Christ, the Lord revealed further that He also was the rock—a
Z | r™ 17 16/b stone (Matt. 16:16-18)...Both Christ and His believers are stones for God’s

18r €n H © I building.

n By our natural birth we are clay, not stones...Man was made from the
| dust of the ground [Gen. 2:7]. Romans 9 reveals that we are vessels of clay.
[ M ®e L € K How, then, can we become stones? We become stones through the process of

ey S 0 e [ transformation.
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to Peter...John 1:42 says, “Looking at him, Jesus said, You are Simon, the son
of John; you shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter).”Peter means
“a stone.”...When the Lord called him Peter, a stone, that meant that he would
AROOAETIU AAAT WA A 00TTAs 7 EACROAQ OEA , TOA 0AUO 0T OO0 <Eil AA FOINETIAAS )i (A
says, “You are gold,” then you will be golden. The Lord knew that when He
changed Simon’s name to Peter, a stone, he would become a stone.

In John 1:42 Peter was told that he was a stone. Then sometime later, in
Caesarea Philippi, in answer to the Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I
am?” Peter, receiving the revelation from the Father, said, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” To this the Lord Jesus replied, “And I also say to you
that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church” (Matt. 16:18).
Here the Lord indicated that He is the rock upon which the church is built and
that Peter is a stone.

No doubt, these two incidents, the one recorded in John 1 and the other in
Matthew 16, were deeply impressed into Peter’s being. He could never forget
those events. It must have been from these experiences that Peter obtained
the concept of living stones for the building of the spiritual house, which is the
church. When Peter wrote this portion of 1 Peter, he wrote it according to the
impression these events made upon him.

First Peter 2:5 says that we, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house. However, we all are clay. How can we be built up? In order to be built
up as a spiritual house, we need to become stones. But how can we actually
become living stones? We become living stones by coming to Christ as the living
O0TTA §0 @ 7A TAU OOA DAOOENEAA < TTA A0 AT EIIO000AOETT T& COATOFTO TAETTS
/0R0 A TITC DACETA Tk 0E T Al <AOAO EAO AAAT MIT<ETC TOAO <TTA ATA 0EOTOCE £0¢
"'U TAATO T OEEO N> Tk <A0AC OEA 0OAQOATAA Tk OEA < TTA £0 AEATCAA ET0T 00TTAS
On the one hand, the element of wood is carried away; on the other hand, the
element of stone is brought in to replace the element of wood. In this way the
wood becomes stone. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 151-152)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 18
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

Prov. 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it are the issues of
life.

Since the building is living (1 Pet. 2:5), it is growing. It grows into a holy
temple. The actual building of the church as the house of God is by the
believers’ growth in life. (Eph. 2:21, footnote 4)

—ATU DATDIA EAOA AEENEAQIOU ET OEAED OPEOEOOAI 1EEA AROAO OEAU AOA OAOAA
because they do not know the pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as
their life. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” p. 135)

Today’s Reading

A smooth stone does not have any sharp edges or protrusions. Some people
are born this way; they never offend their siblings and parents at home, and
they never offend their co-workers and superiors at work. Regardless of how
people treat them, they are always smooth and even. When such a person is
saved, he becomes a smooth Christian in the church...Many brothers and sisters
praise him, saying, “This person is truly spiritual. He never argues at home
or causes trouble outside. We see him doing many things, but he never gives
his opinion. He is truly spiritual and full of life.”...We need to realize that this
is actually hypocrisy. If his behavior were truly spiritual, then it would mean
that he was spiritual even before he was saved. This is not possible. A person’s
spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes care
of Christ...Life is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything
that is not of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life. Hence, regardless of how
much a person can meet—and even go beyond—the standard of morality, this
is still not necessarily life.
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Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will
and requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us. However,
if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting His leading or
paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are rebellion.

We may be very active and zealous in doing [such things as visiting gospel
friends and fellowshipping with the brothers and sisters] but still may imprison
the living Christ within us by ignoring Him. Thus, we are actually disobeying
the living Christ in us. He wants us to do things in a certain way, but we refuse
to follow His way. Our unwillingness to do things according to His will is clearly
rebellion.

Our natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s
life from coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and
ability is even more serious, and it is a strong obstacle that prevents God'’s
TEEA EOT T MIT<ETC TOO T¢ 008 —ATU AOTOEAOO ATA 0£00A00 0001U TTOA 0EA , TOAR AOA
zealous for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest problem
is the strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities. Consequently,
Christ has no ground or way in them.

They even think that [their capabilities and talent] are good and useful
things to the church. They think that they need such [things] in order to serve
God. They do not despise their natural capabilities; instead, they treasure them.
If these capabilities remain unbroken in them, they will become a problem to
Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life.
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless,
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 136-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Practical Lessons on the Experience of Life,’
ch. 16; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,” chs. 21—24, 27
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:1-2 Therefore putting away all malice and all guile and
hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, long
for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may grow unto
salvation.

s~

the root, the source, and evil speaking is the expression. We may have malice as
a root within us. Then there will eventually be evil speaking as the expression
of this malice. The development from malice to evil speaking includes guile,
hypocrisies, and envyings, three downward steps from malice toward evil
speaking...The root is malice, the development includes guile, hypocrisy, and
ATOU ATA OEA METAT AGDOAOOETT £0 AOE ODAAEET G

The milk of the word [in verse 2] is...milk for the soul, the inner being.
[t is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man through the
understanding of our rational mind, and it is assimilated by our mental faculties.

The nourishment contained in the guileless milk of the word is an antibiotic
for guile...In 2:1 and 2, Peter indicates that, as newborn babes, we need to
practice putting away all guile, and we also need to desire the guileless milk of
the word. The purpose of putting away the evil root of malice is that we may
long for, desire, the milk of the word...If you want to hunger and thirst after
God’s word, that is, if you want to desire the drinking of the milk in the word,
you need to hate your malice and abstain from speaking evil things about
others. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 125-127)

Today’s Reading
According to Peter’s word in 1 Peter 2:2, by the guileless milk of the
word we may grow unto salvation...Growth in life results in salvation.

Salvation here, as the result of growth in life, is not initial salvation. God’s
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n - M € L full and complete salvation has a long span—from regeneration, including

[ e I EOOOEMEAAGETTR OT CITOENEAACETT §271 W6 ooy 10 OACATACAGETT <A OAAAROA ETEORAI

S ¥ salvation. Then we need to grow by feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk

I L H I L ETOEA <TOA Tk "TA OTOT £O11 OAIGAGETTh OTOT WAOOCEOU £10 CITOMEAAGETTS 4EEO
I f  will be the salvation of our soul, which will be revealed to us at the revelation

5 976 101 131 € I of the Lord Jesus (1 Pet. 1:5, 9-10, 13). However, according to the context,
FE unto salvation in 2:2 refers directly to being built up as a spiritual house into

\\\\\

[ virtues of Him in verse 9.

[ e I Lord can be tasted, and His taste is pleasant and good. If we have tasted Him,
N n' 1 we will long for the nourishing milk in His word. The Greek word rendered
“good” in this verse also means “pleasant, kind.”

I Nz e I [ n In verse 3 Peter continues, “If you have tasted that the Lord is good.” The
[
r

[ F A o In 1 Peter 2:4 Peter makes a leap from the milk of the word to the living
' I stone. There does not seem to be a bridge or any other kind of connection

Ly r between the milk and the stone. First, Peter indicates that the Lord is the milk of

the word for nourishment. Then he goes on to speak of Him as the living stone.

F- I e This implies that the milk becomes the stone. How can this be? With us, this

' [ is impossible, but it is not impossible with the Lord, because He is all-inclusive.

r I As the all-inclusive One, Christ is milk, and He is also the stone. We are not able

r to exhaust all the aspects of Christ. He is the milk, He is the bread, and now we
see that He is the stone.

¥ r =2 We need more experience of Christ as the milk and the stone. In the morning

AXI 0. we should drink Christ as milk from the Word. Then during the day the process

L* o D X1 of transformation should take place within us. In the evening we should come

r =2 I to the church meetings and fellowship with the saints. This is building. Here we

AXIT e see that in the morning Christ is milk, and in the evening He becomes the stone.

rr TF O I During the day the milk does a transforming work within us to produce a stone.
T [ € (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 131-132, 134, 138-139)

[ I B e Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 15—16; Life-study of Exodus,
S msg. 57
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also...are being built up as a spiritual house into
a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

9 ...You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

In 1 Peter 2:5...spiritual denotes the capacity of the divine life to live and
grow; holy, the capacity of the divine nature to separate and sanctify. The house
of God subsists mainly by the divine life; hence, it is spiritual. The priesthood
subsists mainly by the divine nature; hence, it is holy.

The coordinated body of priests is the built-up spiritual house. Although
Peter did not address his two Epistles to the church or use the term church
in verse 5 in stressing the corporate life of the believers, he did use the
terms spiritual house and holy priesthood to indicate the church life. It is
not the spiritual life lived in an individualistic way but the spiritual life lived
ET A ATODTOAOA =AU OEAO AAT FOINEIT = TAI DOOPTOA ATA 0AOEORU (EO AAGEOAS (A
wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body, a priesthood, for
His service...This service issues from the three vital steps in the spiritual
life: being born anew (1 Pet. 1:2), growing in life by being nourished with
Christ, and being built up with the believers. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 154-
155)

Today’s Reading

Spiritual house and holy priesthood are synonymous terms. The spiritual
house is for God’s dwelling, and the holy priesthood is for God’s service.
According to 1 Peter 2:5, the building up of a spiritual house into a holy
priesthood is for a particular function...Here we see that Jesus Christ is the

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 9
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what is offered to God must be something of Christ.

A ODHAIOA OARODERAD GEA) OEA AMTEAORDO T ET OEA A 4A0UA FATS Ach
AAATOAETC 01 =TAI AATTT TU AOA §pq #EOE00 AO OEA OAAIEOU Tk All OEA OAAOENEAAQ
of the Old Testament types, such as the burnt offering, meal offering, peace
offering, sin offering, and trespass offering (Lev. 1—5); (2) the sinners saved by

our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our
body, our praises, and the things that we do for God (Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18).

In 1 Peter 2:9...race, priesthood, nation, and people are all collective
nouns, referring to the believers corporately. As a race, we, the believers, are
chosen; as a priesthood, a body of priests, we are royal, kingly; as a nation,
we are holy; as a people, we are God’s possession, a possession particularly
acquired and owned by God as His treasure. Chosen race denotes our
lineage from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our
being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our
preciousness to God. These are all in a corporate sense. Hence, we need to
be built together.

As a chosen race, we have our source in God. We are also a royal priesthood.
Royal denotes the status of our priesthood, which is kingly, like that of Christ
OEA +ETCh TOO (ECE 00tAGON OUBETEAA AU —AIAEEUAAAE §(AAS XipZch col " ATS pipyds
We are also a holy nation and a people acquired for a possession. Holy denotes
the nature of the nation. The Greek words rendered “a people acquired for
a possession” are an equivalent to a Hebrew expression [that]...implies a
particular treasure...In Titus 2:14 Paul speaks of “a particular people as His
unique possession.”...This is an expression borrowed from the Old Testament
(Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18), and it denotes a people privately possessed by God as
His unique, peculiar treasure (Exo. 19:5), His own possession. First, we are a
chosen race, then a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people acquired for a
possession. As God’s particular treasure, we are His people who are precious to
Him. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 155-156)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 17—18
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you.

10:13 But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the
measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to
reach even as far as you.

When we are under the killing of the Lord’s death, His resurrection
life is imparted through us into others. The impartation of life into others
is always the issue of our suffering the killing of the cross. (2 Cor. 4:12,
footnote 1)

We should not think that Paul was so spiritual that he was altogether
different from us. Even he had to learn to take the Lord’s restriction. For
example, Paul wanted to go to Rome, but he did not expect to go there in
bonds. Furthermore, he told the believers at Rome that he expected to go to
Spain by way of them (Rom. 15:24). Paul never went to Spain, and he arrived
in Rome in bonds. Those bonds were the Lord’s measure, His limitation. God
did not measure out Rome to Paul in a free way. Instead, God led him there as a
prisoner. Yes, Paul was in Rome, but he was there in prison. That imprisonment
was a restriction...God is sovereign, and whatever happened to Paul was under
God’s sovereignty. This means that Paul’s bonds and imprisonment were God'’s
sovereign restriction. Paul was willing to be subject to God’s measuring. He
neither transgressed this restriction nor rebelled against it. (Life-study of 2
Corinthians, pp. 442-443)

Today’s Reading

The Lord is especially interested in restricting the young people. If the young
ones do not have a heart to serve the Lord, He will stir them up to serve Him.
But once they have been stirred up, He will limit them. Human nature does not

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 11
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like this kind of limitation. For example, both in our sleeping and in our activity,
we may not like limitations. When, spiritually speaking, we are asleep, God will
stir us up. But when we become too active, He will restrict us. I know some
young people who have been offended because God has done this to them. A
young brother may want to be a leader among the young people. If he becomes
a leader, he may then want to be a deacon or an elder in the church. In these

0PAAA 00 OB ATA OEAT 0T 01> 00 AT>=ThnE000 0T 0AE0A 00 Ob ATA 0EAT (0T 1T=<A0 00
down. When we are down, He will lift us up. But when we get too far up, He will
lower us down...If we can take God’s ups and downs, we will eventually become
useful in His work.

Many young people cannot tolerate God’s ups and downs. After a few of
these ups and downs, they want to quit. Their attitude may be, “If God wants
me up, then let me go up to the heavens and stay there until the Lord Jesus
comes back. But if God wants me down, let me stay down. But I don’t like going
up and down, down and up.” This unhappiness with God’s ups and downs is an
expression of the disposition of many young people.

God does not want us to be always up or to be always down. Even in nature
OEA AIDAOTAGETC T AAU ATA TECEO 0AGOENEAQ T 0EEO8 ™ TA AEA T10 AOAAOA OO 0T OEA
we would have a day or night that would last for many years. This may be
according to our way, but it is not according to God’s way.

[ encourage the young people especially to study this portion of the Word
[2 Cor. 10:7-18] and learn from it how to conduct themselves in the church
service and how to move in the Lord’s recovery. Young people, you must know
your rule, your limit. This means that you must know how much God has
measured to you, how much He has apportioned to you. This restriction, this
IE TEOAGETTH E0 A OAOU DOAAGEAAT ARAIETC x<EOE TOO NIAOES /00 TAOOOAT TAT x<AT00 0T
be without limitation. However, God knows our problem. Therefore, He sets up
boundaries and restrictions so that we may stay within the measure that He
has apportioned to us. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 441, 444-445)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 51; CWWL, 1953, vol. 1,
“Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3, 16
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

The Lord, the seed of life, has sown
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grow inusindeed!(C) The seed is simply Jesus!

2. The growth of Christ, the seed, in us

(2]

Will soon produce the wheat,

[ S—— !
h, Je-suslivesinme! And by Hisgrowth thisseedin uswill reach matur-i - ty.

Qo

But must submit to transformation
Into precious stone.

The life within break forth—yet work

Divine is not complete;
For wheat alone can never be
The seed’s expression true;

So all the grains must blend together

Into something new.

The seed is simply Jesus;

Now wheat is Jesus too!
The grains of wheat must blend
Together into something new.

. The individual grains of wheat

No longer must be free,

The meal must pass through suffering
that precious stones be formed;
Then built into God’s building, to His
purpose full conformed.

6. From fullest growth and transformation
Comes a pearl of worth;
This simple, precious, all-inclusive
Gem will then come forth.
Conceived in death and formed in life
By that all-glorious One,
The church, His Bride, the fruit of all
The work that He has done.

But crushed together, ground to powder,

Every grain must be,

Until the wheat becomes the meal
From which the loaf is formed

Till all the saints will blend and to
His Body be conformed.

We all must take the grinding
until the Christ within
Can mold into His Body all the
individual grains.

. The seed is planted, wheat is grown

And meal is the sum

Of all the growth upon God’s farm,
Where Christians grow as one;

But all the growth in life is for

The building of the church,

That God and man may have a home
And both may end their search.

The farm is for the building,
for God and man a home,
‘Where both may dwell among
His people gathered into one.

God’s building is produced by silver,
Precious stones, and gold—

From meal through transformation,
Pressure, heat, and pain untold.
The meal must not be satisfied

To stay as meal alone,

The pearl is what He’s after,
the Bride to please His heart,

So single, pure and precious,

and His very counterpart.

7. The growth in life begins when planted
On God’s farm we’re found:
The growing seed becomes the wheat
From which the meal is ground.
But building work proceeds when meal
Submits to be transformed;
Then gold and silver, precious stones
For building will be formed.

The farm is for the building,
built up by precious stones,
From which the priceless pearl comes
forth to be His Bride, His own.

8. Lord, keep us poor in spirit,
Pure in heart that we may be
Good ground in which the seed of life
May grow abundantly,
Until the final stage is reached
And You are satisfied
And have Your priceless, chosen pearl,
Your joy complete, Your Bride.

Lord, keep us poor in spirit
and purified in heart,

That growing up in us You may
bring forth Your counterpart.



Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:




Week Four

e + Becoming a Reproduction of Christ
A and Experiencing Christ
¥ e as the Shepherd of Our Souls

d 33 Hymns: 1170

E ¢ 21231 251 1" 281 301 Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:21-23, 25; Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27;
271 ¢ 2 2:2

7

%)

7]
® H T 1 ex I. As believers in Christ, we may become a reproduction of
A -|— I e 21E Christ as our model—1 Pet. 2:21:

r y [ © @S  AThe living of the Lord Jesus under the government of God is a model so
€ -|— | I 21 that we may follow in His steps by becoming His reproduction—vv. 21-
i 20021 23; Eph. 4:20-21.

7€ €7° N nil 4 ' B.The Greek word for model in 1 Peter 2:21 denotes a master copy used in
|| I | the teaching of writing—a writing copy, an underwriting, for students to
E use in tracing letters as they learn to draw them:

§ Day 1

1. The Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by
®® 4y a, tracing and following His steps—Matt. 11:28-30.

2.1t is not God's intention that we try to imitate Christ by our own effort; what
AR ay Uy, we need is not imitation but reproduction—Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18.

2] S ¥ At I | C. We need to become Christ's reproduction, copies of Christ, by a process
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that involves the riches of the divine life; when this process is completed,
we will become a reproduction of Christ—John 3:15; Eph. 3:8.

D.The making of xerox copies may be used to illustrate what Peter means

by Christ being a model for us.

§ Day 2

E.In order to become a reproduction of Christ as our model, we need to

experience Christ as the One living in us, being formed in us, and making
His home in our hearts—Gal. 2:20; 4:19; Eph. 3:16-17a:

1. The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our inner being—
Gal. 1:16; Col. 3:10-11.

2. The pneumatic Christ—Christ as the life-giving Spirit—is living in us—1 Cor.
15:45b; Gal. 2:20:

a.God's economy is that the "I" be crucified in Christ's death and that
Christ live in us in His resurrection—John 14:19.

b.We are one spirit with the Lord, we have one life with Him, and we
should now be one person with Him—1 Cor. 6:17; Col. 3:4; Phil. 1:21a.

c. Since Christ dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to let Him live in us—
John 14:16-19; Gal. 2:20.

§ Day 3
3. To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully grown in us—4:19:
a. Christ was born into us at the time we repented and believed in Him,

then He lives in us in our Christian life, and finally, He will be formed
in us at our maturity—John 1:12-13; 3:15; Gal. 2:20; 4:19.

b.To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-inclusive Spirit to
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occupy every part of our inner being, to have Christ fully grown in
us—~Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.

c. To have Christ formed in us implies that we are being constituted
with Christ organically—Col. 3:10-11.

d.Formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to image in 2 Corinthians
3:18; Christ will be formed in us so that we may express Him in His
image.

4. The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is making His home
in our hearts—Eph. 3:16-17a.

5. As Christ lives in us, is formed in us, and makes His home in our hearts, we
become a reproduction of Christ for the corporate expression of God—Rom.
8:29; 12:4-5; Rev. 21:2.

§ Day 4

II. As we become a reproduction of Christ, we can experience
and enjoy Christ as the Shepherd of our souls—1 Pet. 2:25;
Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27; 2:2:

A. As the Shepherd of our souls, the pneumatic Christ oversees our inward
condition, caring for the situation of our inner being:

1. Christ's organic shepherding primarily takes care of our soul—Psa. 23:3.

2. Christ shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our soul and by exercising
His oversight over the condition of our inner being—cf. Heb. 13:17.

3. This kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic, organic comforting.

B.Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-
giving Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our soul, to take care of our
mind, emotion, and will and our problems, needs, and wounds—]John

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 4 Outline - Page 3
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1. As our pneumatic Shepherd, Christ takes care of us from within our spirit.

. 2. His shepherding begins from our spirit and spreads to every part of our soul.

3. From our spirit Christ reaches all the parts of our soul and takes care of us in
a tender, organic, all-inclusive way.

|| C. As the Shepherd of our souls, Christ restores our soul—Psa. 23:3a:

1. For our soul to be restored means that we are revived.

P® a 2. Restoring our soul also includes renewing and transforming—Rom. 12:2; 2
Cor. 3:18.
§ Day 5
|| D.As the Shepherd of our souls, the Lord gives rest to our soul—Matt.
11:28-30:
1. The Lord calls those who are striving to keep the law or struggling to be
oely successful in any work to come to Him for rest—v. 28.

2. This rest refers not only to being set free from the toil and burden under the
law or religion or under any work or responsibility but also to perfect peace
and full satisfaction.

W, 3. To take the Lord's yoke is to take the will of the Father—12:50.

4. The Lord lived such a life, constrained by and caring for the will of His Father
(John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38); He was fully satisfied with the Father's will and had
rest in His heart.

5. The rest that we find by taking the Lord's yoke and learning from Him is an
Gy o, inward rest, a rest for our souls—Matt. 11:29-30.
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(%] 7] § Day 6
0 e 3 & | e E.As the Lord shepherds our soul and restores our soul, we not only
I 0 I €2l P1pE experience Christ but also enjoy Him—Phil. 2:2; 3:1a:

1. The experience of Christ is a matter primarily in our spirit, but the enjoyment
o Y 0, of Christ is in our soul—1:27; 2:2.

2.1f there is a problem with our soul, we may have the experience of Christ
without the enjoyment of Christ.

3. Regarding Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul; this is the reason that in
order to have the enjoyment of Christ, we need the Lord to shepherd every
. part of our soul, especially our mind.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:21-23 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;

XK who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth; who being

reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept
committing all to Him who judges righteously.

The word model [in 1 Peter 2:21] has been spoiled by common usage. Literally,
the Greek word means a writing-copy, an underwriting for students to use in
tracing letters as they learn to draw them. In ancient times teachers would write
letters on writing material, and those letters became a master copy. Another
piece of writing material was put upon the master copy. Then the children would
practice writing by tracing the letters from the master copy onto their copy...The
Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by tracing
and following His steps. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 600-601)

Today’s Reading

It is not God’s intention, however, that we try to imitate Christ by our
own effort. We know from experience that trying to imitate Christ does not
work. We are not able to imitate Him. What we need is not imitation, but
reproduction...Qutwardly Christ is our model, and inwardly He is our person,
living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us. Through this
process we become a reproduction of the original, a reproduction of Christ as
our model.

We need to become Christ’s reproduction, copies of Christ, by experiencing
a process that involves the riches of the divine life. When this process is
completed, we shall become a reproduction of Christ. When anyone observes
the expression of the Triune God from within a believer, this indicates that such
a believer has become a reproduction of Christ, the model. The manner of life
that expresses the processed Triune God is a reproduction of Christ.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 1
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As a model to the believers, Christ is the original used for making a
reproduction of Himself. In order to understand Christ as our model, we need
experience. From experience we know that as we enjoy Christ day by day, we
are undergoing the process of spiritual reproduction to make us living copies of
Christ.

To become the reproduction of Christ is very different from trying to imitate
Him. To illustrate, a man may set an example for a monkey to stand upright,
and the monkey stands up, imitating the man. Then the man walks, and the
TTTEAU E TEOAORD EET AU =< AIEETC TT 0T FAAOS 00 AROAQ OEA E WEOAOETT £O NETEOEAA
the man leaves, and the monkey goes back to walking on all fours. At least to a
certain extent, those teachers who instruct believers to imitate Christ are like
a man training a monkey to imitate a human being. Trying to imitate Christ in
such a way simply does not work. Therefore, I do not encourage you to imitate
Christ. Instead, [ would point you to His riches. | would point you to Him as the
One living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us so that we may
undergo the process of becoming the reproduction of Christ as our model. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 601-602)

As we read 1 Peter 2:18-25, we see that Peter was very rich in
experience. In this portion he speaks of grace, the writing copy, the Savior,
the Shepherd, and the Overseer. Christ is the life within us, and He is also
the model for us to follow. If we live by Christ as our inward life, that is,
by the indwelling Christ Himself, we will undergo the process of spiritual
xeroxing to become a reproduction of Christ. At the same time, we will
experience Him as the Savior saving us, as the Shepherd leading and
guiding us, and as the Overseer caring for us...May we all practice to enjoy
Christ according to what is revealed in these verses. May we all enjoy Him
as grace, as the model, and as the wonderful Savior, Shepherd, and Overseer.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 194)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 56
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

We come now to the very important and vital matter of Christ being
the One who lives within the believers so that they may live Him. Christ is
not only our life; He as a person lives in us. All Christians need to realize
that we have another person—Christ—Iliving in us. We need to see the
vision that the very One who died on the cross to redeem us is now living
within us.

Christ, on the one hand, is in the third heavens. But on the other hand, He
lives within us. Christ became the life-giving Spirit in order that He might live in
us. Without being the life-giving Spirit, it would not be possible for the heavenly
Christ to live in us...As the life-giving Spirit, He lives within us. Now we have
Christ not only as our life but also as our person. Because He lives in us, we
should take Him as our person and live Him.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, “Christ...lives in me.”...For Christ to live in us
does not mean that He lives instead of us. In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, on the
one hand, “no longer I,” and on the other hand, “Christ...lives in me.” The phrase
in me is of great importance. Yes, it is Christ who lives, but He lives in us. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 587-588)

Today’s Reading

In order to understand how Christ can live in us, we need to consider
John 14. Before His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus said to the

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 3
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disciples, “Because I live, you also shall live” (v. 19). Christ lives in us by
causing us to live with Him. Christ does not live alone; He lives in us and
with us. He lives in us by enabling us to live with Him...We have not been
altogether ruled out, and our life has not been exchanged for the divine life.
We continue to exist, but we exist with the Triune God. The Triune God who
now dwells within us causes us to live with Christ. Hence, Christ lives in us
through our living with Him.

In John 6:57 the Lord Jesus said, “As the living Father has sent Me and I live
because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.” The
Son did not live by Himself. However, this does not mean that the Son was set
aside and ceased to exist. The Son, of course, continued to exist, but He did not
live His own life. Instead, He lived the life of the Father. In this way the Son and
the Father had one life and one living. It is the same in our relationship with
Christ today. We and Christ do not have two lives. We have one life and one
living. We live by Him, and He lives in us. If we do not live, He does not live; and
if He does not live, we cannot live. On the one hand, we are terminated; on the
other hand, we continue to exist, but we do not exist without Christ. Christ lives
within us, and we live with Him. Therefore, we and He have one life and one
living.

0AQI0 <TOA ET = AIACEATO cicm AATOO0 #EOEQ0 IEOETC ET OO0 £0 AANETEOA ATA
emphatic. There is no ambiguity here. Paul clearly says that Christ, as a
person, lives in us. This Christ who lives in us is the pneumatic Christ, the
Christ who is the Spirit. Now that He dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to
learn how to let Him live in us and how to live together with Him. A normal
believer is a person who has one life and one living with Christ. We are one
spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17), we have one life with Him, and now we should
be one person with Him. Sooner or later, those who seek the Lord realize that
Someone divine, heavenly, eternal, and spiritual lives in them as a person. If
we see this, we shall also see that just as He lived because of the Father, we
should now live because of Him, taking Him as our person. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 588-589)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom | travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

Eph. 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love.

Christ was born into the Galatian believers, but not formed in them when
0EAU ><AOA OACATAOAOAA OEOTOGE 0AQII0 POAAAEETC OEA CTOPAI 0T OEA T OEA nt000
time. The apostle then travailed again that Christ might be formed in them [Gal.
4:19]...His preaching was to bring forth Christ, the Son of the living God, in the
believers. Paul’s preaching was emphatically Christ-centered. According to the
book of Galatians, Christ has been revealed in us (1:16), He is now living in us
(2:20), and He will be formed in us (4:19). To have Christ formed in us is to
have Christ grown in us in full. First Christ was born into us at our conversion,
now He lives in us in our Christian life, and He will be formed in us at our
maturity.

Paul’s word about Christ being formed in us implies that we are being
constituted of Christ. To have Christ formed in us is a living, organic matter.
Christ is now living in us so that we may be constituted of Him organically. He
intends to constitute our being—our mind, emotion, and will—of Himself. He
will constitute every part of our soul so that we may have His form, His image,
in every part of our being. The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to
the word image in 2 Corinthians 3:18, where Paul tells us that we are being
transformed into Christ’s image. This image is a form. Christ must be formed
in us so that we may express Him by being in His image. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 590)

Today’s Reading

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 5
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The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our being...It is
a fact that Christ with His element dwells within us. As the living One, He with
His element is working within us organically, constituting Himself into our
being so that we may have His form and express His image. Paul travailed that
Christ might be formed in the believers in this way.

The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is now making
His home in our hearts [Eph. 3:17]...The heart is the center of our being. In
our hearts Christ is now making His home, that is, settling Himself. Therefore,
Christ is not only in us, but He is making His home in us.

Our heart is composed of the three parts of our soul—the mind, the emotion,
and the will—plus our conscience, the main part of our spirit. Through
regeneration, Christ came into our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22). Now we should allow
Him to spread Himself into every part of our hearts. The heart is the totality
of all our inward parts and the center of our inward being. Therefore, when
Christ makes His home in our hearts, He controls our entire inward being and
supplies and strengthens every inward part with Himself.

Christ desires to spread from our spirit to all the parts of our heart. We,
however, may not always be willing for Him to spread into our mind, emotion, or
will. Therefore, Paul prayed to the Father that He would strengthen us according
to His power by His Spirit into our inner man so that Christ may make His home
in our hearts. This indicates that by being strengthened in this way, we shall be
willing to let the indwelling Christ spread into all the parts of our being and to
take over each part. This is Christ making His home in our hearts.

When we were saved, Christ came into our spirit...As we are
strengthened into the inner man, the door is opened for Christ to spread in
us, to spread from our spirit to every part of our mind, emotion, and will.
The more Christ spreads within us, the more He settles down in us and
makes His home in us. This means that He occupies every part of our inner
being, possessing all these parts and saturating them with Himself. As a

\\\\\\\

591-593)
Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:25 For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Psa. 23:3 He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake.

Christ was our Redeemer in His death on the tree. Now He is our soul’s
Shepherd and Overseer in the resurrection life within us. Therefore, He
is able to guide us and supply us with life that we may follow in His steps
according to the model of His suffering (1 Pet. 2:21). According to verse
25, Christ is the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. Our soul is our inner
being, our real person. Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our
soul, shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our inner being and by
exercising His oversight over the condition of our real person. (Life-study
of 1 Peter,; p. 190)

In the second stage of His shepherding, Christ restores (revives and
transforms) our soul (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23) and guides us (to walk according

0T 0EA ODEOEOQ TT OEA DAOEO Tk OECEOATOOTAOCO 0T FOINEIT OEA OANOEOA TATO TF
righteousness—Rom. 8:4). To be righteous, that is, to be right with persons,
matters, and things before God according to His righteous and strict
OANOEOA TATO0 <A TAAA 0T AA OAOEOAA ATA 00ATOETO WAA ET TOO 0101 ET TOAAQ 0T AA
proper and balanced in our mind, emotion, and will. (Psa. 23:3, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Our problem was that we were like sheep being led astray. But now we
have returned, turned back, to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. We
should not think that in 1 Peter 2:25 Peter uses soul as a synonym of spirit...A
OEADEAOA 0AEAO AAOA Tk OEA DEUOEAAT TAAAOQ Tk EE0 NTTAEN ATA #E0:00 100 3EADEAOA
takes care of the needs of our soul...We all have a spirit, and the spirit is our

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 7
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inward organ. But our being is a soul. Therefore, Christ mainly shepherds us by
taking care of our soul. He takes care of our mind, emotion, and will.

We may think that our problems are with the body. No doubt, the body
does give us many problems. Nevertheless, our real problem is in our soul. Our
mind, emotion, and will all have problems. Unbelievers are wanderers in the
soul, and they do not have a shepherd to take care of them. But our situation is
different in that we have a Shepherd who takes care of our soul. Not only do we
have the Lord’s life within us, but we also have Him as our Shepherd. He is now
shepherding us in our soul.

[ would ask you to consider this matter of the Lord’s shepherding according
to your experience. Do you experience the Lord’s comfort and sense His
comfort in your spirit or in your soul?...If you say that His comfort is in the
spirit, your answer is not according to the Bible. Before you came into the
Lord’s recovery, you may not have known that you had a human spirit. But
since you have been in the church life, you have seen the revelation concerning
the human spirit. But this revelation may have now become to you a new kind
of tradition. To say that Christ’s comfort is in our spirit is to speak according to
a new tradition concerning the spirit. Many times we speak of turning to the
spirit, perhaps expecting that when we turn to the spirit, everything will be all
right. Actually, even after we turn to the spirit, many things may not be all right.
From experience Peter knew to say that Christ is the Shepherd of our souls.
Therefore, Peter does not tell us in verse 25 that Christ is the Shepherd of our
spirit or of our body; He clearly says that He is the Shepherd of our souls.

This Epistle was written to Jewish Christians who were suffering much
persecution. Apparently, persecution is related to our body outwardly.
Actually, persecution is aimed at the soul. Because it is our soul that suffers,
it is our soul that needs the Lord’s shepherding. It is not our body that needs
this kind of care, nor is it mainly our spirit. It is our soul—our mind, our
emotion, and our will—that needs the Lord as the Shepherd. (Life-study of 1
Peter, pp. 190-192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 57
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 11:28-30 Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and | will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy
and My burden is light.

[Matthew 11:28] refers not only to the toil of striving to keep the
commandments of the law and religious regulations but also to the toil of
struggling to be successful in any work. Whoever toils thus is always heavily
burdened. After the Lord extolled the Father, acknowledging the Father’s way
and declaring the divine economy, He called this kind of people to come to Him
for rest. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 1) Rest refers not only to being set free from the
toil and burden under the law or religion or under any work or responsibility,
but also to perfect peace and full satisfaction. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 2)

To take the Lord’s yoke is to take the will of the Father. It is not to be
regulated or controlled by any obligation of the law or religion or to be
enslaved by any work, but to be constrained by the will of the Father. The Lord
lived such a life, caring for nothing but the will of His Father (John 4:34; 5:30;
6:38). He submitted Himself fully to the Father’s will (Matt. 26:39, 42). Hence,
He asks us to learn from Him. (Matt. 11:29, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

To be meek, or gentle, means not to resist opposition, and to be lowly means
not to have self-esteem. Throughout all the opposition the Lord was meek, and
throughout all the rejection He was lowly in heart. He submitted Himself fully
to the will of His Father, not wanting to do anything for Himself or expecting to

gain something for Himself. Hence, regardless of the situation He had rest in
(0 EAAOD (A <AQ FOTIU OAGEONEAA <EOE (E0 &AOEADID <Eils §—AX08 ppdcal ETTOTTOA o

o e 4EAQ0AGD OEAD <A META AU OAEETC OEA , TOAI0 UTEA ATA TAAOTETC £OT T (EN EO£TO TOO
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souls. It is an inward rest; it is not anything merely outward in nature. (Matt.
11:29, footnote 4)

The Lord’s yoke is the Father’s will, and His burden is the work of carrying
out the Father’s will. Such a yoke is easy, not bitter, and such a burden is light,
not heavy. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 1) The Greek word [translated “easy”] means
OnEO £10 OOAGN EATAAN CTTAR EETAN WEIAN CATOIA AAOU DIAAOATO> ET ATTO0ACO 0T EAOAN
harsh, sharp, bitter. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 2)

In our experience sometimes we just do not know...where to direct our
thoughts. This is an indication that our mind needs the Lord Jesus as the
Shepherd...As a result of His shepherding, our mind is directed and set in the
right way. Our emotion, being complicated, is easily upset...Therefore, we need
the Lord Jesus to shepherd us in our emotion. His shepherding comforts our
emotion. Our will also needs the Lord’s shepherding. As human beings, we
TEOAT NETA £0 AEAnEAQIO 0T WAEA OEA OECEO AAAEOETTS 3T TAQE TAO 0EA EAOAAQD OEETC
to do is to make a decision. Unbelievers have no one to lead them and guide
them in making decisions. But we have a Shepherd to lead us and guide us.
The Lord’s leading and guiding are primarily related to our will. As the living
Shepherd, the Lord continually directs our will...The Lord is truly the Shepherd
of our soul. He directs our mind, comforts our emotion, and leads and guides
our will.

According to my experience, there is a difference between leading and
guiding. Leading is related to a destination. Suppose you are driving from your
home to a certain city. A road map may lead you to your destination. But once
you arrive at that city, you will need a guide, someone to direct you to the exact
place where you want to go...For instance, on the one hand, the Lord will lead
His people to the Holy Land. But once He has led them there, He will guide
them to Mount Zion.

10 TO0 3EADEAOA OEA , TOA TAAAO 00 NE000 ATA OEAT COEAAO 008 (A TAAAC GO0 0T
the right place, and He guides us to the exact spot. This is Christ, our Shepherd.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 58

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 10
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the
same love, joined in soul, thinking the one thing.

3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to
you, for me it is not irksome, but for you it is safe.

The dissension among the Philippians was due to their not being joined
in soul, to their not thinking the one thing in their mind, the leading part of
their soul...They had Christ in their spirit through regeneration, but they did
not have Christ in their soul through transformation. Only by having Christ
saturate and occupy their entire soul could they be made one in soul. (Phil. 2:2,
footnote 5)

Today’s Reading

For years we have spoken about the experience of Christ and the enjoyment
of Christ, but we have not seen the detailed way to enjoy Christ. Therefore, I
have been burdened to give a number of messages on the way to enjoy Christ.
In order to enjoy Him, we need to deal with every part of our soul, especially
with our mind. If our way of thinking is dealt with, we will have the proper
taste for Christ, and we will both experience Him and enjoy Him. We will not
only eat but enjoy what we are eating. Whether or not we enjoy the food we eat
depends upon our taste. Concerning Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul.
This is the reason that concerning the experience of Christ and the enjoyment
of Christ, we need to deal with the various parts of our soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Experience of Christ,” pp. 341-342)

In order to be our living Shepherd, it is necessary for Christ to dwell within
us [as the life-giving Spirit]...For Christ to be our Shepherd, He must be with
us, even in us. Many times He goes along with us in order to turn us back.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 11
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Consider how the Lord was the Shepherd to the two disciples on the way
to Emmaus. These disciples were going in one direction, but the Lord went
with them in order to turn them to go in another direction. Luke 24:15 says,
“While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself drew near and went
with them.” Then He asked them what they were talking about. In a sense,
these disciples rebuked the Lord when they said, “Do You alone dwell as a
stranger in Jerusalem and not know the things which have taken place in it in
these days?” (v. 18). Then the Lord asked, “What things?” (v. 19). After walking
awhile together, they constrained the Lord to stay with them (v. 29). Then,
as He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them, “their eyes were
opened, and they recognized Him” (vv. 30-31). This is an example of the Lord’s
shepherding.

Sometimes the Lord shepherds us in the same way that He shepherded the
disciples on the road to Emmaus. We also may speak to Him in a nonsensical
AU T0 AOE (ET TITOATOAAI NOAQXETTOs 7A TAU AOAT OAAOEA (T ATA (A TAU
pretend not to know what we are talking about. Many of us can testify of having
the Lord Jesus shepherd us in this way.

According to 1 Peter 2:25, Christ is also the Overseer of our souls. The New
Testament reveals that an overseer is an elder and that an elder is an overseer.
In 5:1-3 Peter gives a word to the elders concerning the shepherding of the
MTAE TF =TAs 7EA0 0 OEA FOTAGETT TE AT TOAOOAAOe 4EA =0AAE <TOA £1T0 TOAOOAAQ
means “one who oversees a particular condition or situation.” This word seems
to indicate someone above us who takes oversight concerning us and watches
what we are doing. However, according to our experience, the Lord as the
Overseer is One who cares for us. For Him to oversee us means that He takes
care of us. As the Overseer, the Lord does not govern us or rule over us. Rather,
He cares for us as a mother cares for her child. A mother oversees her child
with the purpose of caring for the child. She wants to take care of every need.
The same is true of Christ as our Overseer. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 192-194)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 21

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 12
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

The Lord is my Shepherd forever
Experience of Christ — As the Shepherd 1170
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2. My Shepherd Himself is my pasture,
My Shepherd, the waters of rest;
I eat of His riches in spirit,
I drink, and O how I am blest!

3. My Shepherd my soul is restoring,
My will, and emotion, and mind;
And though through the valley I'm walking,
O what a Companion I find!

4. A table prepared by my Shepherd
I feast on and Satan destroy;
My head is anointed with oil,
My cup runneth over with joy!

5. And now in His house I am dwelling
Enjoying the goodness of God;
My pleasure is far beyond telling,
My pleasure is Jesus my Lord!
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Week Five

6 HX ) Grace in Peter’s Epistles
376 Hymns: 497
E 20 1 101 131 ¢ 19/ 200 P 70 Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:2b, 10, 13; 2:19-20; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10,
101 © 50 101 12 21 P 18 12; 2 Pet. 1:2; 3:18
7] 2 § Day 1
"y Foe  O0FE T I. Grace is Christ Himself as our enjoyment—grace is the
Fe | | resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit giving Himself
el ¥ e ' Bl ® ]S @] freely to us, being everything to us, and doing everything in
3e ef " Wt uiemirl 1l us, through us, and for us—John 1:14, 16-17; Isa. 55:1; 2 Cor.
89l 121 7 ¢ 200 1 1 10 1:8-9, 12; Gal. 2:20; cf. 1 Cor. 15:10.
"Iy ® | II. The multiplication of grace is the grace that multiplies in
® ®| NE K our daily life in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus our
X T ] ] [l Lord; the grace of God in His economy is rich, multiplying,
=20 2 v 16l " 6w and abounding—1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet. 1:2; John 1:16; Eph. 1:6-8;
e 71 17 210 T 14 ¢¢ 21E 2:7; Rom. 5:17,21; 1 Tim. 1:14; Rev. 22:21:
" S e 0 10 -|— X A.Grace is multiplied to us through our sufferings, limitations, and
"y ¥ oo® Ko e weaknesses; grace is Christ as our burden bearer; the more burdens we
| D 4 I have, the more opportunities we have to experience Christ as grace—2
1e 7wl 1 121 15 Cor. 12:7-9; cf. 1:12, 15.
Ly ° " 0Ty ¢ ° . B. The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with those who love Him—Eph. 6:24;
FEoT 241 e 15m 171 8y John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:8.
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I 0Ty S C.The enjoyment of the Lord as grace with His divine nature is by our
® 0 v ) X " receiving and abiding in the word of His grace, which includes all His
Yol I FIoe 1 320 precious and exceedingly great promises—Acts 20:32; 2 Pet. 1:4; Eph.
47 17w 18 6:17-18.

%] 7] § Day 2

¥

y L @ " | | IIl. The prophets in the Old Testament prophesied concerning
T 10E the grace that was to come unto us—1 Pet. 1:10:

[ 95 e A.The Spirit of Christ in the Old Testament prophets made them clear

Foo® “Ty S o | . concerning Christ coming as grace to us through His incarnation,

0 T 1o ] His sufferings in His human living and crucifixion, and His glories

| in His resurrection, ascension, second coming, and reigning for the

H 7 el 5 910 | 1 application of God's full salvation to us—vv. 5, 9-10; cf. Psa. 22; Isa. 53;
eel Pl * W26 Dan. 9:26.

|l vl B. Although the Spirit of Christ was constituted dispensationally through

S F | and with Christ's death and resurrection in the New Testament time (John

39 " 9wl €1 I e 7:39; Rom. 8:9-11), the function of the Spirit is eternal, because He is the
T W14 € eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14).

| ! R | C. The Spirit of Christ, in His eternal function, was in the Old Testament

[ g% e y L H | prophets, making them clear concerning Christ coming to the New

D®xe e H H 3 Testament believers to be the all-sufficient and unlimited grace of

“"T gY@ 11 §fl U] & | God's full salvation to them for their entry into the joy of the Lord in the

Y D @ L 17 A 290 kingdom age, which is the salvation of their souls—John 1:17; Heb. 10:29;
7 9 e 21 23 1 Pet. 1:9; Matt. 25:21, 23.

_ H Fe n el D.The Spirit of Christ applies God's full salvation as grace to us by two
H S @ E instrumentalities: the prophesying of the Old Testament prophets and the
=Y IooFE o 10w 12 I e7p7 preaching of the New Testament apostles—1 Pet. 1:10-12; cf. Rev. 2:7a.

%] 7] § Day 3

A~—
™
A~—

t 5 - 2 2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Page 2



T
T

)0 y

OW®

ull 0y

IV. The grace on which the believers set their hope perfectly
will be brought to the believers at the revelation of Jesus
Christ—1 Pet. 1:13:

A.The grace being brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ refers to
the salvation of the soul as the consummation of God's full salvation—wvv. 5,
9-10:

1. The grace given to us in Christ was bestowed on us before the world
began—2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 2:11.

2.God, who was in the beginning, became flesh in time as grace for man to
receive, possess, and enjoy—]John 1:1, 14, 16-17.

3. The processed Triune God, who has been consummated as the all-inclusive,
life-giving, and indwelling Spirit, has become the Spirit of grace with our
spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17; Heb. 10:29; Gal. 6:18; Phil. 4:23.

B.Day by day we should be open vessels to be continual receivers of grace
and set our hope wholly and perfectly on this grace—Rom. 5:17; 1 Pet.
1:13.

§ Day 4

V. Grace with God in 1 Peter 2:19-20 refers to the motivation
of the divine life within us and its expression in our living,
which becomes in our behavior gracious and acceptable in
the eyes of both man and God:

A.Grace as the processed Triune God for our enjoyment becomes our
inward motivation and outward expression in our intimate fellowship
with God and our consciousness of God; we all have to learn how to have
grace, which is to take grace, possess grace, use grace, and apply grace—
Heb. 12:28.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Page 3



el

.>(

i

141

A
i

“IF o2 38m39 e Iy

B.The processed Triune God as grace received and enjoyed by us becomes
visibly expressed for others to see in our holy living and church
meetings—Acts 11:23.

C. We have been called to enjoy and express Christ as grace in the midst of
sufferings so that we may become a reproduction, a xerox copy, of Christ
as our model, according to His God-man living—1 Pet. 2:20-21.

§ Day 5

VI. The grace of life is the inheritance of all the believers,
whether strong or weak—3:7:

A.The grace of life is God as life and life supply to us in His Divine Trinity—
the Father as the source of life, the Son as the course of life, and the Spirit
as the flow of life, who flows within us, with the Son and the Father, as
grace to us—John 7:38-39; Rev. 22:1.

B. We are heirs to inherit the grace of life and vessels to contain the grace of
life—1 Pet. 3:7; Eph. 1:14; 2 Cor. 4:7.

VIL.The varied grace of God indicates the riches of the grace of God in
its varieties ministered by the saints one to another—1 Pet. 4:10:

A.The varied grace of God is the rich supply of life, which is the Triune God
ministered into us in many aspects—2 Cor. 13:14; 12:9.

B.We need to be good stewards of the varied grace of God, speaking the words
of grace as the oracles of God and ministering out of the strength and power
of grace, which God supplies—1 Pet. 4:10-11; Luke 4:22; Eph. 3:2; 4:29.

VIII. God gives grace to the humble while He resists the
proud—1 Pet. 5:5:

A.In the church life, all of us need to gird ourselves with humility toward
one another so that we may enjoy God as the Grace-giver—cf. John

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Page 4
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13:3-5.

B.Humility saves us from all kinds of destruction and invites God's
grace, whereas pride makes us a top fool—James 4:6; Psa. 138:6;
Prov. 29:23.

C. We must be willing to be made humble, lowly, under the mighty hand
of God in His discipline and to throw our life with its care upon God,
because He cares for us lovingly and faithfully—1 Pet. 5:5-7; cf. Psa.
55:22.

IX. "The God of all grace"—who has called the believers into
His eternal glory—perfects, establishes, strengthens, and
grounds them through their sufferings; this "all grace" is the
"true grace of God," into which the believers should enter
and in which they stand—1 Pet. 5:10, 12.

§ Day 6

X. The true grace of God is the grace in which, together with

the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the
believers should grow unto His glory both now and unto the
day of eternity—2 Pet. 3:18:

A.This is the concluding word of the apostle Peter's writings, indicating that
whatever he has written is of, in, by, and through the grace of God.

B.The product of the grace in God's economy is the Body of Christ as
God's poem to be the New Jerusalem as the consummation of God's
righteousness in the new heavens and new earth—Eph. 2:7-10; 2 Pet. 3:13.

C. The riches of God's grace, the riches of God Himself for our enjoyment,
surpass every limit and will be publicly displayed for eternity—Eph.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Page 5
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:2 Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in
the sanctification of the Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

2 Pet. 1:2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of
God and of Jesus our Lord.

Peter speaks of the grace that multiplies in the believers’ daily life in the
full knowledge of God and of Jesus their Lord (1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2). In the
full knowledge of God and the Lord, the onefold grace multiplies..When a
believer becomes mature in the divine life, he will enjoy a multiplication
manyfold. Grace is unlimited just as God is unlimited. When we were
regenerated, we received God into us, but we had only a small amount of God.
Gradually, as God increases within us through the years, we will be weighty
with the measure of God. This is because God as grace will be increased in
us. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the
Romans,” p. 404)

Today’s Reading

The grace of God in His economy is rich, multiplying, and abounding...
The riches of God’s grace surpass every limitation. These are the riches of
God Himself for our enjoyment. Furthermore, the grace of God and the gift in
grace of Jesus Christ have abounded to the many (Rom. 5:15b, 20b). In their
experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers also receive God’s
abounding supply of all grace. Second Corinthians 9:8 says, “God is able to make
All COARR AATOTA OTOT UTOh 0EAG ET AGAOUOEETC Al<AUO EACETC All OOMEAEATAU UTO
may abound unto every good work.” Today we have God abundantly supplying
us with all grace.

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 1
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We are constantly enjoying God’s multiplying grace (1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet.
olcl 248 ccicols OARO OPAAES T5 OEE0 TOIGEDIVETC COAAA ET EEO EO00 ATA OARTTA
Epistles. This grace is not dead but living and multiplying; it is being multiplied
to us day by day. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His
Economy,” pp. 309, 312)

Paul often uses the expression grace to you and peace. Peter, however, twice
speaks of grace and peace being multiplied [1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2]...Peter desires
not only that grace be with the saints but that grace be multiplied to them. Have
you ever thought about what it means for grace to be multiplied?...Most of us
T AU META 0EE0 AgDOAGOETT DOUVIETCH OAOAQIO O0A T OEA < TO0A TOIOEDIEAA E0 ATTOEAD
illustration of his particularity. In this matter, not even Paul was as particular
as Peter, for he never spoke in his Epistles of grace and peace being multiplied.
The word multiplied indicates that a certain thing is present and that instead
of having another of the same thing added, we need what we have to be
multiplied. This means that we need the multiplication of the grace we already
have. We do not need another grace. What we need is to have multiplied the
grace we have already.

With the thought of multiplied grace as the base, Peter goes on to speak in
1 Peter 4:10 of varied grace: “Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering
it among yourselves as good stewards of the varied grace of God.” We all
should be good stewards of what Peter calls varied grace, grace in different
aspects and of different categories. Peter mentions grace again in 5:10, where
he speaks of the God of all grace. Therefore, in 1 Peter we have four unique
expressions concerning grace: grace of life, multiplied grace, varied grace,
and all grace. The grace of life is being multiplied in us. Then it becomes
the varied grace and eventually, the all grace. As a result, we do not have
grace just from one direction but from many directions, for example, from
the heavens and from the earth, from our husband or wife, and from our
children...If you have four children, you will enjoy grace in four aspects. But if
you have more children, you will enjoy more aspects of grace. (Life-study of 1
Peter, pp. 4-5)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, pp. 367-375, 389-397; CWWL,
1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” chs.
19—20
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WEEK 5 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:10-11 Concerning this salvation the prophets, who prophesied
concerning the grace that was to come unto you, sought and searched
diligently, searching into what time or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ in them was making clear, testifying beforehand of the sufferings of
Christ and the glories after these.

;)TY p 0A0AO pdpriB8OAIAD OOAA OEA /1A 4A00A TATO DOTPEANC 0T ATTNEO T EEO
teaching concerning the New Testament salvation. The Lord Jesus did the same
thing (Luke 24:25-27, 44-46).

In 1 Peter 1:10...grace is a synonym for salvation. In 1:13 grace also refers
0T =TAI OAIGACETT: *TET pipt 0AUO OEAD OEA 7TOA AAAA TA NIAOE ATA 0AAAOTAAIAA
among us, full of grace. This grace is God in the Son as our enjoyment. In 1
Corinthians 15:10 Paul says, “By the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace
unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored more
abundantly than all of them, yet not I but the grace of God which is with me.”
The grace to which Paul refers three times in this verse is the resurrected Christ
becoming the life-giving Spirit to bring the processed God in resurrection into
us to be our life and life supply that we may live in resurrection. Therefore,
grace is the Triune God becoming life and everything to us. (Life-study of 1
Peter, p. 64)

Today’s Reading

First Peter 1:10 speaks of the grace that was to come unto the believers,
which was prophesied by the prophets, who sought and searched diligently
concerning the salvation of the believers’ souls. The [aspect of] grace
mentioned by Peter here is different from the [aspect of] grace mentioned in
TET ps *TET 0AU0 OEA) 0EA 7TOA AAAA TA NIAOEN £OII T& COAAAR ATA 0EA) COARA AATA
through Jesus Christ (vv. 14, 17). Grace came through Jesus Christ, with Jesus’
incarnation, but Peter says that there is a grace that is not yet but is to come.
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K This grace was not mentioned in the Old Testament, but it was prophesied by

the prophets, who sought and searched diligently concerning the salvation
of the believers’ souls (1 Pet. 1:9)...Peter speaks of the grace that was for the
salvation of the believers’ souls. What Peter teaches as grace is not the grace
that saves our spirit or our body, but the grace that saves our soul...A man can
gain the whole world and lose his soul [Mark 8:36]. This shows that the soul
TAAAQ 01 AA OAOAAs )i £10 OEA OAEA Tk OAGETC UTOO 0101 UTO OAAOENEAA OEA <ETIA
world, that is worthwhile. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of
the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 457-458)

In 1 Peter 1:12...these things refers to the sufferings of Christ and His glories.
The Old Testament prophets ministered the sufferings and glories of Christ to
the New Testament believers. These things have been announced to us through
those who preached the gospel. The ones who preached the gospel were
the apostles of the New Testament. The prophets searched and prophesied;
the apostles preached. The preaching of the apostles is the Spirit’s practical
application of God’s salvation in the New Testament. Both the prophesying of
the prophets and the preaching of the apostles were the application of the Spirit.
This means that the Spirit applies God’s full salvation by two instrumentalities,
the prophesying of the prophets and the preaching of the apostles.

[ believe that...the Spirit is applying God’s full salvation to you...I simply
preach Christ, the death of Christ, and the different glories of Christ. Each
preaching is an application of the Spirit...My greatest joy is to see the saints
receive Christ through the application of the Spirit.  am especially happy to see
the second generation growing up in the church life. My heart leaps when I see
that they are receiving the application of God’s salvation through this ministry
and by the Spirit.

[ encourage you all to go forth and preach Christ. The apostles are not the
only ones who can preach. As long as you preach Christ, you are included
among those who preach the gospel by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. (Life-
study of 1 Peter, pp. 76-77)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 1—2, 7—9
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WEEK 5 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:13 ...Set your hope perfectly on the grace being brought to you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

2 Tim. 1:9-10 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling...
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before the times of the ages but now has been manifested through
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who nullified death and brought
life...

First Peter 1:13 speaks of the grace on which the believers set their hope
perfectly. Nearly every day, [ pray that my soul will be saved at the Lord’s
coming back...This is the saving of the soul in the next age for those who enter
into the enjoyment of the Lord to feast with Him [Matt. 25:20-23]. This grace
will come by the revelation of the Lord Jesus at His second coming. It was
studied by the prophets in the Old Testament and is hoped for by us, the New
Testament believers. Thank the Lord for such a grace. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 458-459)

Grace is God’s provision in life given to us so that we may live out His
purpose [2 Tim. 1:9-10]...God’s grace was given to us in eternity, but it
=<A0 TATERAOOAA ATA APBIEAA 0T 00 OEOTOCE TOO0 , TOAIO NE0O0 AT WETCH ET
x<EEAE (A TOIIEEAA AAAOE ATA AOTOGEO 1E£A 0T 00 § (AAS wiqpq84EA COAAA
destined to be given to us came with the appearing of the Lord Jesus.
This grace is not merely a blessing; it is a person, the Triune God Himself
given to us to be our enjoyment. This grace came when the Lord Jesus
appeared, and now it is with us today. (Conclusion of the New Testament,
pp. 3675-3676)

Today’s Reading

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 5
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In 1 Peter 1:13 Peter...charges us to set our hope perfectly on the grace.
This hope is the living hope obtained through regeneration (v. 3). We need
to set our living hope perfectly on the grace that is being brought to us at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. Surely this grace is not merely unmerited favor. It
refers to the salvation of the soul (vv. 5, 9-10), which will be the consummation
TE " TAIO £011 OAIOAOETTe ™ 0ARA =< A0 AGTOGEO 0T 00 AU OEA , TOARC NEOOO AT WETC §*TET
1:17). It will be consummated by His second coming. On such grace we should
set our hope.

Whatever we enjoy of the Lord today is, comparatively speaking, a small
portion. In the Bible this is called the foretaste; it is not yet the full taste. This
age is an age of foretaste. But when the Lord Jesus comes back, we will enjoy the
full taste. While we are enjoying the foretaste, we set our hope on the coming
full taste...The coming full taste will be the consummation of this unique grace.

Toward the end of 1 Peter 1:13 Peter speaks of the revelation, [the unveiling]
of Jesus Christ...At present, we are enjoying the Lord Jesus as a foretaste under
the veil. But the time is coming when the veil will be taken away.

Because we are under a veil with the Lord, others may not be able to
understand what we are doing. We may try to tell them that we are enjoying
Christ. However, they may say that this is nonsense. Our enjoyment is concealed,
and others who do not share the same experience cannot know anything about it.
But one day the Lord Jesus will be revealed. Then others will be able to understand
that we have been enjoying the Lord Jesus. This revelation will be the coming
grace as the consummation of the full salvation of the Triune God.

If we are not enjoying the Lord Jesus as the foretaste, we will not have the
hope that He will be revealed as our full taste...When we enjoy the foretaste, we
have such a hope. We need to set our hope perfectly on the grace being brought
to us at the revelation, the unveiling, of Jesus Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp.
89-90)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 11; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1,
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 22—24

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 6
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WEEK 5 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:19-21 For this is grace, if anyone, because of a consciousness
of God, bears sorrows by suffering unjustly...If, while doing good and
suffering, you endure, this is grace with God. For to this you were called,
because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you a model so that
you may follow in His steps.

If, due to our consciousness of God, we are willing to bear sorrows and
suffer unjustly, that is, suffer unjust treatment, this is grace. The Greek word
rendered “grace” in 1 Peter 2:19 is charis, referring here to the motivation of
the divine life within us and its expression in our living, which becomes in our
behavior gracious and acceptable in the eyes of both man and God (v. 20). (Life-
study of 1 Peter, pp. 172-173)

Today’s Reading

A consciousness of God [1 Pet. 2:19] can also be rendered “for conscience
toward God” and is the consciousness of our relation to God. It indicates that
a believer is living in an intimate fellowship with God, that he has and keeps a
conscience toward God that is both good and pure.

According to the context, the unjust suffering spoken of in 1 Peter 2:19
1000 AA OEA TE000AA) WATO ETNIEAOAA AU OEA OTAAIEAGETC TAG0R00s 4EAOA TAGOA0O
opposed and persecuted their believing servants because of their Christian
testimony (3:14-18; 4:12-16).

These verses speak about our behavior in our daily life as Christians. The
Christian life is a matter of behavior. Suppose we did not have the divine life
< EOEET 008 4E£0 < TOIA AROAETIU TAEA FATEIU 1EFA OAOU ALENEAQION AODAAEAIIU ET
relation to our in-laws, and particularly, to the mother-in-law...For both a
EOOAATA ATA A x<ErAi A TTOEAOZETZIAx AAT AOAAOA A AEEEAQI0 OEOOAGET T8 &10 OEEO
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reason, humanly speaking, it is better that a married couple not have a mother-
in-law live with them.

The point here is that if we are those without the divine life, we will face
problems in our married life, no matter how much we may love one another...
No matter how much alike a husband and a wife may be, there will be
differences between them regarding temper, disposition, habit, background, and
understanding. The husband will have his way of viewing things, and the wife
will have hers. Likewise, the wife will have her habits and disposition, and the
EOOAATA i EAOA E£0s 4EAOAETOAN OEAU £11 EAOA ALEEAQIOEAQ =< E0E OEA MEOA 00TOAIETC
factors of temper, disposition, habit, background, and way of understanding. This
will be the situation even if the husband and wife love each other very much
ATA AOA OARETAAN AAGAAOAA DATDIAS 3T TAGE TAO AO TAAC0 OEAU E11 META OEA OHOOAGETT
intolerable and will quarrel with one another. If a mother-in-law is visiting at
O0OAE A 0 W AN OEA 11 NETA OEA OFOOAGETT AIOTCAOEA0 OTPIAAOATO ATA OTAAAADOAAIAY
She would not even want to observe such an ungracious situation.

But suppose a husband and wife both have the divine life and live according
to this life. In spite of the differences in temper, disposition, habit, background,
and understanding, grace inwardly motivates both the husband and the wife.
Furthermore, this grace is expressed in their living. If the mother-in-law of
AOEAQ OEA EOOAATA TO x<EfA TAOAOOAC OEAED =AU Tk IEGETCh OEA < E11 NETA E0 COARETO0
pleasant, and acceptable. This is grace.

Peter...says, “This is grace.” Then he tells us that Christ has left us a
model. The grace and the model are closely related. When anyone observes
the expression of the Triune God as grace from within a believer and
recognizes that this is grace, there is an indication that this one has become
a xerox copy of Christ, the model. To express the Triune God as grace in the
midst of unjust suffering is to become a reproduction of Christ. Therefore,
instead of saying, “This is grace,” it is possible to say, “This is a reproduction
of Christ.” The manner of life that expresses the processed Triune God as
grace is not only grace—it is a reproduction of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter,
pp- 173-174, 182)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 19—20

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 8
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WEEK 5 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 3:7 Husbands...assigning honor to them as also to fellow heirs of
the grace of life...

4:10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves
as good stewards of the varied grace of God.

5:5...God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Peter also speaks of the grace of life that is the inheritance of all the
believers, whether strong or weak (1 Pet. 3:7). Peter teaches the believing
brothers to love and to sympathize with their wives because the wives as the
weaker vessels are fellow heirs of the grace of life...This life is the Triune God
Himself as our life, living in us to be our inheritance.

The varied grace of God [1 Pet. 4:10]...indicates the riches of the grace of
God in its varieties ministered by the saints to one another. You minister to me
one variety of grace, and I minister to you another variety. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 404)

Today’s Reading

Grace varies according to our situation and environment. For example, it will
vary according to the kind of wife you have, whether she is naturally submissive

AEEAQI0S , EEA=EOAN £ UTO AT TT10 EAGA ATU AEEIAOATH UTO xEll TT0 ATETU OEA AOPAAD
of grace related to children. Oh, we all need to know this varied grace!

In 1 Peter 5:5 Peter says that all of us should gird ourselves with humility
toward one another...God resists the one who lifts himself above others and
regards himself as better than others. Instead of being proud and showing
ourselves above others, we should gird ourselves with the apron of humility.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 5-6, 295-296)

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 9
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Pride is an attribute of our fallen nature by birth. God has His attributes,
ATA <A EAOA TO00s 7A AOA FATIAT EO TAT ARETCON ATA A0 OOAEN OEA nE000
attribute we have is pride. Who is not proud? Whoever is not proud is good
for nothing. In the Lord’s work, however, we must try our best to guard
against pride.

Even with Paul, the Lord was wary of an exceeding exaltation of himself,
0T (ATAD EET EAOA A OETOT ET EEO MAOE £OT T 3A0AT jg #T0 pgix(t #TTAAOTETC
the thorn, Paul entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from him.
- AGROOEAIAGG OEA , TOA OAEA 0T EE h 0—U COAAA £O OOHNEAEATO £10 UTO0 53t w(t 4EA
Lord seemed to be saying, “Paul, I will not remove the thorn, because My grace
EO OOHTEAEATO £10 UTO8 ) 1T CEOA UTO 0OREAEATO COAAAD

Pride means destruction...Always remember that humility saves you from all
kinds of destruction and invites God’s grace for you. God resists the proud but
gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). If you are humble, grace comes. If you
are proud, grace goes away; you have hindered grace. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5,
0> 01 *"A A #17x<TOEA0 ATA AT %IAR0 ATA (> 0T &OINEIT 4EARO /AIECAGETTOR DD
271-273)

Peter speaks of the all grace by which God, who has called the believers
into His eternal glory, perfects, establishes, strengthens, and grounds them
through their sufferings (1 Pet. 5:10). The all grace is the perfecting grace,
establishing grace, strengthening grace, and grounding grace. God perfects,
establishes, strengthens, and grounds us by grace through the channel of
sufferings. Because of my weakness, nearly every day is a suffering day for
me. But God has perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded me
through sufferings.

Some kinds of so-called grace are untrue; they are false. In 1 Peter 5:12
there is the true grace of God that is the all grace of God in verse 10, into which
the believers should enter and in which they should stand. (CWWL, 1994-1997,
vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 405)

Further Reading; Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 22—23, 27, 33—34; CWWL,
pwwTZpewxh OTI8 vl 0CT= 0T **A A #17x<TOEAO ATA AT %IAA0 ATA (T (0T &OINE]
Their Obligations,” chs. 3—4
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and unto the day of eternity.
Amen.

Eph. 2:7 That He might display in the ages to come the surpassing riches
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Second Peter 3:18 says that we need to grow in grace. Grace is God
Himself with divinity processed through incarnation, death, resurrection, and
ascension. All these elements of grace are within us to be one with us. Grace is
God Himself as our life to be one with us, to save us, to make His home in us,
and to be formed in us. We need to grow in such a grace for His glory today
and unto the day of eternity. Second Peter 3:18 is the concluding word of the
apostle Peter’s writings, indicating that whatever he has written is of, in, by,
and through the grace of God. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study
of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 460)

Today’s Reading

The consummation of the believers’ experience of the grace of God in His
economy is the church as the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:6-8, 22-23). How is the
Body of Christ produced? We were fallen sinners, but Christ came and shed His
blood to redeem us back into Himself. Christ is the sphere and element of our
salvation. The precious blood of Christ redeemed us back into Himself as the
sphere and element. In Christ we enjoy His element, and with His element we
have been made God’s precious possession. Ephesians 1:22-23 shows us that
the power that God caused to operate in Christ raised Him from the dead so
that He might transcend the world and ascend to the heavenlies, being seated
at the right hand of God, crushing the enemy, having all things subjected under

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 5 - Page 11
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His feet, and thus being given to be the Head over all things. Such power is “to
the church,” that is, transmitted to the church. The church as His Body receives
the transmission of this power. Since the Head has this power, the Body also
receives the transmission of this power. It is in this way that the Body of Christ
is produced.

The product of the grace in God’s economy is a poem (2:10a). The heavens,
the earth, and man, which were created by God, are not God’s poem. Rather,
the church, the Body of Christ, is God’s poem. The product of the grace in
God’s economy is a poem to exhibit the surpassing riches of the grace in God’s
economy (v. 7)...Grace is rich, abounding, multiplying, and increasing. On the
one hand, we are to exhibit the rich grace of God, and on the other hand, we
are to carry out what God foreordained. These good works [v. 10] must be the
doing of His will that we may live the church life and bear the testimony of
Jesus Christ.

To the apostle Paul, all things were like refuse, and grace was God in
Christ. It was by grace, the Lord whom he experienced, that he labored for
the Lord more abundantly than all the apostles. Like Paul, we should take
the processed and consummated Triune God as grace in our living and work
today. Our total living should be like this, not just doing some proper things
or good things. In such a total living, it is altogether not a matter of being
right or wrong or of doing good or evil; it is altogether in the sphere of the
processed Triune God. In such a living we take only life as the principle.
Whatever is of life, that is what God wants; whatever is not of life, that is what
God rejects. This life is the rich grace with God the Father as the substance,
God the Son as the element, and God the Spirit as the essence; this life is God
coming to be our grace. This is the living that we should have. May the Lord
be merciful to us and bless us that we may live such a life so that eventually
we can experience the consummation of the grace of God in His economy.
(CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His Economy,” pp.
335-336, 342-343)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in
His Economy,” chs. 2, 4
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WEEK 5 — HYMN

Grace in its highest definition is

Experience of Christ — As Grace

497

2.

God is incarnate in the flesh that we
Him may receive, experience ourself;
This is the grace which we receive of God,

Which comes thru Christ and which is Christ Himself.

. Paul the Apostle counted all as dung,

"Twas only God in Christ he counted grace;
"Tis by this grace—the Lord experienced—
That he surpassed the others in the race.

. It is this grace—Christ as our inward strength—

Which with His all-sufficiency doth fill;
It is this grace which in our spirit is,
There energizing, working out God’s will.

. This grace, which is the living Christ Himself,

Is what we need and must experience;
Lord, may we know this grace and by it live,
Thyself increasingly as grace to sense.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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Week Six

Partakers of the Divine Nature and the Development
of the Divine Life and the Divine Nature
for a Rich Entrance into the Eternal Kingdom

Hymns: 1211

Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 1:1, 3-11; 3:18
§ Day 1

I. As those who have received equally precious faith, we,
the believers in Christ, should be partakers of the divine
nature—2 Pet. 1:4:

A.The divine nature refers to what God is, that is, the riches, the elements,
and the constituents of God's being—]John 4:24; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16.

B. The divine life and the divine nature are inseparable; the divine nature
is the substance of the divine life and is within the divine life—1:1-2;
5:11-13.

C. As the children of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the
life and nature of God, and belonging to the species of God—3:1; John
1:12-13:

1. At our regeneration, another nature was imparted into us; this is the nature
of God, the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4.

2. Because the divine nature is in the divine life, the divine life with which we

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 6 Outline - Page 1
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were born again has the divine nature within it—John 3:3, 5-6, 15.

3.Whoever believes into the Son of God is born of God and has the right to
become a child of God; thus, a believer has the right to partake of, to enjoy,
the nature of God—1:12-13.

D.A partaker of the divine nature is one who enjoys the divine nature and
participates in the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4:

1. To partake of the divine nature is to enjoy what God is; to be a partaker
of the divine nature is to be a partaker of the riches, the elements, and the
constituents of God's being—1 Pet. 1:8.

2.1f we would be partakers of the divine nature, we need to live by the
divine life within which is the divine nature—]John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25;
6:57b.

§ Day 2

E.We enjoy the riches of the divine nature through God's precious and
exceedingly great promises—2 Cor. 12:9; Matt. 28:20b; Eph. 3:20.

F. Being a partaker of the divine nature has a condition—that we escape the
corruption which is in the world by lust; we need to live in the cycle of
escaping and partaking and of partaking and escaping—?2 Pet. 1:4.

G.If we enjoy God and partake of the riches of His being, we will be
constituted with the divine nature, becoming the same as God in life and
nature but not in the Godhead and expressing Him in all that we are and
do—v. 3.

H.As we partake of the divine nature, enjoying all that God is, the riches
of the divine nature will be fully developed, as described in verses 5
through 7.

§ Day 3

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 6 Outline - Page 2
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II. We need to experience the development of the divine life
and the divine nature contained in the divine seed that has
been sown into us so that we may have a rich entrance into
the eternal kingdom—vv. 1, 4-11:

A.We have been allotted the wonderful equally precious faith, and this faith
is an all-inclusive seed—v. 1:

1. All the divine riches are in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop
them; to grow to maturity is to develop what we already have—vv. 1-8;
3:18.

2.By developing these virtues, we grow in life, and eventually we will reach
maturity, be full of Christ, and be qualified and equipped to be kings in the
coming kingdom—Eph. 4:13-15; Col. 2:19; 2 Pet. 1:11.

3.We need to have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith,
through the roots of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the
branches of endurance and godliness, to the blossom and fruit of brotherly
love and love—vv. 5-7.

B. To supply virtue in faith is to develop virtue—the energy of the divine life
issuing in vigorous action—in the exercise of the equally precious faith;
this faith needs to be exercised so that the virtue of the divine life may be
developed in the succeeding steps and reach maturity—v. 5a.

C.Virtue needs the bountiful supply of the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord; the knowledge that we should develop in our virtue includes
the knowledge of God and of our Savior, the knowledge of God's economy,
the knowledge of what faith is, and the knowledge of the divine power,
glory, virtue, nature, and life—v. 5b.

D.Self-control is the exercise of control and restraint over one's self in its
passions, desires, and habits; such self-control needs to be exercised in
knowledge for the proper growth in life—v. 6a.
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E. To exercise endurance is to bear with others and with circumstances—v. 6b.

F. Godliness is a living that is like God and that expresses God—v. 6c.
§ Day 4 & Day 5

G. Brotherly love (philadelphia) is brotherly affection, a love characterized
by delight and pleasure; in godliness, which is the expression of God, this
love needs to be supplied for the brotherhood, for our testimony to the
world, and for the bearing of fruit—v. 7a; 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; Gal. 6:10; John
13:34-35; 15:16-17.

H.The ultimate development of the divine nature within us is love—agape,
the Greek word used in the New Testament for the divine love, which God
is in His nature—2 Pet. 1:7b; 1 John 4:8, 16:

1. Our brotherly love needs to be developed further into a nobler and higher
love—2 Pet. 1:7b.

2.In our enjoyment of the divine nature, we need to let the divine seed of the
allotted faith develop to its consummation in the divine and nobler love—vv.
5-7.

3. When we partake of the divine nature to the uttermost, we are filled with God
as love, and we become persons of love, even love itself—Eph. 3:19.

§ Day 6

I. To develop the spiritual virtues in the divine life and thus to advance in
the growth of the divine life makes God's calling and selection of us firm—
2 Pet. 1:10.

J. We should be diligent to pursue the growth and development of the divine life
and divine nature for a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom—vv. 10-11:

1. The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life and
divine nature (vv. 3-7) will bountifully supply us a rich entrance into the
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eternal kingdom of our Lord.

2. This supply will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom by all
the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent virtues (energy)
Ua, unto the splendid glory of God—w. 3; 1 Pet. 5:10.

3. Apparently, it is we who enter into the eternal kingdom; actually, the
entrance into the eternal kingdom is supplied to us richly through our growth
. in life and through the development of the divine life within us.
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R WEEK 6 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

12/ 13Na D | H A John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority
D e I e H r . N to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who were
[ n begotten...of God.

AN S I 2 Pet. 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly
el ze®ens ) | great promises that through these you might become partakers of the

—(
HE

4 7] [ n divine nature...

Ce

I T ] © The divine nature refers to what God is, that is, the riches, the elements,

A1 T 241 “ 51 8l 16y € and the constituents of God’s being (John 4:24; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16). The

I 1 | I divine nature, which mainly refers to the constitution of the divine life, the

1 1 Q rn e H constitution of God, is constituted with Spirit, love, and light...As the children

n | I 5 of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the life and nature of God,

Frr1l " 12131 € e I and belonging to the species of God (3:1; John 1:12-13). At our regeneration,

4 L XK | another nature was imparted into us; this is the nature of God, the divine

[ I & nature. Because the divine nature is in the divine life, the divine life with

T P 31 which we were born again has the divine nature within it (3:3, 5-6,15).

H . I Whoever believes into the Son of God is born of God and has the right to

: I H - 4] become a child of God; thus, a believer has the right to partake of, to enjoy,

(' 12/ 137 €F 1P wl the nature of God (1:12-13). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
n € 3932-3933)

Today’s Reading

X 410 2] 471 rn The greatest blessing in the universe is that we can partake of God’s
4 J] W rn e © nature...We are partaking of the divine elements of God’s being...If we would
I Pts I be partakers of the divine nature, we need to live by the divine life within

r © ° 41 7 101 1 25  which is the divine nature (John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 6:57b). We live the divine

57Tt € &y S r life by God’s promises. In order that we may enjoy all that He is, God will do
eg & 0 ' % I © many things for us according to His promises...Although we received the
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divine life at the time we believed, the divine nature must be continually
enjoyed by us.

Since we have the divine nature, we do not need outward regulations to
adjust our hair, clothes, and behavior. Any adjustments that we make should
be made according to the divine nature within...Every newborn child has
the human nature. While little babies do not have any knowledge of outward
regulations, they still have the human nature that regulates what they eat. You
do not need to teach them about sweet and bitter because they have the human
nature with its human taste...We [Christians] have the divine nature with a
divine taste. We must live a life that matches the divine nature within us.

Since we have the life of God, we also have the nature of God. The emphasis
on life is on the capacity to live, and the emphasis on nature is on the
inclination of our living. We desire to be heavenly because the nature of God,
the inclination of God, is heavenly. We desire to be holy because God’s nature
and inclination are holy. We feel uneasy when we are proud, and we feel
comfortable when we are humble because this is the nature and inclination of
God. We feel uneasy when we take advantage of others and very happy when
we share with others, because this is God’s nature and inclination...If we realize
that the divine nature within us has a particular taste, we will see that it is easy
to be freed from the world and not love sin and evil. God is in us not only as our
life but also as our nature. Within us He is the capacity to live, and He has also
become our taste in our living. His life and nature in us make it very easy for us
not to love the world and to overcome sins and evil.

The way to enlarge the sphere of the divine nature within us is to take the
word of Christ not only by reading but also by praying, singing, psalming, and
thanking the Lord (Col. 3:16). If the word of Christ is to dwell in us richly, we
need to open our entire being and exercise our spirit. Then the word of Christ
will enter into us, stir us up, and become mingled with us, causing us to be
one with the Lord in an actual and practical way. As a result, the sphere of the
divine nature in us will be enlarged. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
3934-3937)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msgs. 1—4
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:3 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things which
relate to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who has
called us by His own glory and virtue.

2 Cor. 12:9 ...My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in
weakness. Most gladly therefore | will rather boast in my weaknesses that
the power of Christ might tabernacle over me.

Peter...says that God has called us by His own glory and virtue...
Knowing our need for assurance, encouragement, and strength, God has
given us precious and exceedingly great promises. An example of these
promises is the Lord’s word to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9...This promise
A0 CEOAT 0T OAOI 01 ATAAIA EET 0T 0ORAC 0EA OETOT ET OEA NIAOES )T TOAAO
0T AAAO <EOE A 00ETOTH <A TAAA OEA , TOAIOD OOHIEAEATO COAAAS 4EE0 £0 AT
illustration of the fact that we need many promises to help us reach the
goal of God’s glory and virtue.

We cannot reach the high goal of God’s glory and virtue by ourselves. For
this, we need the Lord. Because we do not know what lies ahead of us, God has
given us precious promises. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 40-41)

Today’s Reading

"TA EAC COATOAA 0T 00 DOAAETOO0 ATA AGAAAAETCIU COAAQ DOT TEOAO £10 A OPAAETEA
purpose. His purpose is that through these promises we may become partakers
of the divine nature [2 Pet. 1:4]. Through the precious and exceedingly great
promises, we, the believers in Christ, have become partakers of His divine
nature in an organic union with Him. In Acts 2 and 3 Peter and the other
disciples surely were partaking of the divine nature. It is no wonder then that
when others looked at the disciples, they saw the expression of God. Because
the disciples enjoyed God and partook of God, they were constituted of God.
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This should also be our experience today. If we enjoy God and partake of
Him, we will be constituted of Him. Of course, we will never become God in the
sense of attaining to the Godhead or becoming an object of worship. However,
we may be thoroughly constituted of God’s nature.

We all are constituted physically of the food we eat...In like manner, we may
become so constituted of God that we express God in all that we are and do. We
may even give off a divine fragrance. If we partake of God day by day, eventually,
we will partake of Him unconsciously. When others contact us, they will see in
us the expression of the Triune God.

My desire is that all the saints in the Lord’s recovery would be fully
saturated with the nature of God. The more we are saturated with God, the
more we will express Him.

To be a partaker of the divine nature is to be a partaker of the elements, the
ingredients, of God’s being. When we partake of God, the aspects of what God
is become our enjoyment. We partake of His righteousness, holiness, kindness,
love, and compassion. This is to enjoy the constituents of the divine nature.
God’s purpose in giving us the precious and exceedingly great promises is that
we may become partakers of the divine nature.

In 2 Peter 1:4 there is a condition for becoming partakers of the divine
nature: it is “having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.” The
more we escape this corruption, the more we will enjoy the nature of God.
Likewise, the more we partake of the divine nature, the more we will escape
the corruption that is in the world by lust. This is a cycle...I can testify that
because this cycle of partaking and escaping works within me in a strong, rapid
of the divine nature, and this divine nature strengthens me to stay away from
corruption. Then the more I stay away from the corruption of the world, the
more | enjoy the riches of the divine nature. This is the experience of God’s
economy. What we have in 1:1-4 is actually a full picture of our enjoyment of
God’s economy:. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 42-43)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 5
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:5-6 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence, supply
bountifully in your faith virtue; and in virtue, knowledge; and in
knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, endurance; and in endurance,
godliness.

The Greek word rendered “adding” [2 Pet. 1:5] literally means “bringing in
beside.” Beside, along with, the precious and exceedingly great promises given
to us by God, we should bring in all diligence to cooperate with the enabling of
the dynamic divine nature for the carrying out of God’s promises.

What the divine power has given us in 1:3 and 4 is developed in verses
5 through 7. To supply virtue in faith is to develop virtue in the exercise of
faith. The same principle applies to all the other items. The word supply here
actually means “develop.” Peter is telling us to develop what we already have.
We have faith, and now in our faith we need to develop virtue. (Life-study of 2
Peter, p. 45)

Today’s Reading

The faith Peter mentions in 2 Peter 1:5 is the equally precious faith allotted
to us by God (v. 1) as the common portion of the New Testament blessing of life
for the initiation of the Christian life. This faith needs to be exercised that the
virtue of the divine life may be developed in the succeeding steps and reach
maturity. Faith in 2 Peter 1 may be compared to a seed...In chapter 1 of 1 Peter
the seed is the word with Christ in it as life. Now in 2 Peter 1 this seed becomes
our faith, which, no doubt, is the equally precious faith. This precious faith is
one with Christ as the seed.

After a seed has been sown in the soil, it needs to be developed. The principle
is the same with the development of the seed of faith. In our faith we need to
develop virtue. Literally, the Greek word for virtue means “excellency.” It denotes
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the energy of the divine life, which issues in vigorous action. If faith is regarded
as the seed, virtue may be considered a root that comes out of this seed.

In 1:5 Peter also tells us to supply “in virtue, knowledge.” Virtue, the
vigorous action, needs the bountiful supply of the knowledge of God and of
Jesus our Lord (vv. 2, 3, 8) regarding the all things that relate to the divine life
and godliness and the partaking of the divine nature (vv. 3-4) for our enjoyment
in the subsequent development. The knowledge that we should develop in
our virtue includes the knowledge of God and of our Savior, the knowledge of
God’s economy, the knowledge of what faith is, and the knowledge of the divine
power, glory, virtue, nature, and life. Actually, this is the knowledge of all things
related to life and godliness...I believe that knowledge also is a primary root
that develops out of the seed of faith. With virtue and knowledge we have the
growth of the seed.

Self-control [v. 6], or temperance, is the exercise of control and restraint over
one’s self in its passions, desires, and habits. Once we have acquired knowledge,
it is easy for us to become proud. For this reason we need to develop in our
knowledge self-control. Self-control implies restriction. As a tree grows, the
roots spread out, but the trunk grows upward in a rather restricted manner.

Self-control is to deal with ourselves; endurance is to bear with others and
with circumstances. In order to live a proper Christian life, we need endurance
toward those around us and also toward our environment and circumstances.

In our endurance we need to develop godliness. Godliness is a living that
is like God and that expresses God. As we exercise control over our self and
bear with others and with circumstances, godliness needs to be developed in
our spiritual life, that we may be like God and express Him. If faith is the seed,
virtue and knowledge the roots, and self-control the trunk, then endurance and
godliness are the branches. Here we see a rather full development: out of the
seed come the roots, the trunk, and the branches. Eventually, in verse 7 we see
brotherly love and love as the blossom and the fruit. (Life-study of 2 Peter; pp.
45-47)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 6
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love.

1 Pet. 3:8 And finally be all of the same mind, sympathetic, loving the
brothers, tenderhearted, humble-minded.

The Greek word rendered “brotherly love” is philadelphia, composed of
phileo, “to have affection for,” and adelphos, “a brother”; hence, brotherly
affection, a love characterized by delight and pleasure.

The Greek word for love in 2 Peter 1:7 is agape, the word used in the
New Testament for the divine love, which God is in His nature (1 John 4:8,
16). It is nobler than phileo, human love. It adorns all the qualities of the
Christian life...It is stronger in ability and greater in capacity than human
love (Matt. 5:44, 46), yet a believer who lives by the divine life (2 Pet. 1:3)
and partakes of the divine nature (v. 4) can be saturated with it and express
it in full. Such a love needs to be developed in brotherly love to govern it
ATA N> ET 0 £10 OEA £O1T AgDOAOOETT TF = TAN <ET £0 0EE0 1TOA §, EEAZO0OAU TE ¢
Peter, pp. 47-48)

Today’s Reading

Peter’s thought in [1 Peter 1] is that the full salvation of the Triune God issues
in holiness and brotherly love. Holiness is related to godliness. Hence, the issue
of God’s full salvation is the expression of God and the love for the brothers.

In quality and perhaps also in quantity, agape is greater than phileo.
Sometimes we may love the brothers in a narrow, limited way with a certain
amount of brotherly love. In our love we may have preferences and love certain
brothers more than others...Because Peter was experienced and knew the
situation among the saints, he did not stop with brotherly love but went on

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 6 - Page 7



| R} [
A |
z el Z ® I e
zoe " Ilf zee Anp
p Y I i
FM 1 2ee Z e
FIn MK /i n
Fwm | " F
° I .
Fr = e
Fr *
D X1 el :
Dl *+ 2l F M 9
@ r (;L) | =
! r
i £ o S o
nHL
L
I N H I
I no
[
IN e o
I Z e
4 e | r
I nHyL Ys
T U R B
e r I
BE 9 [ e |
) [ L
r r 6 I 27z
E ) [

to speak of love, of agape, the deep and noble love with which God the Father
loves all mankind, both believers and sinners.

In Matthew 5:44-47 the Lord Jesus said, “I say to you, Love your enemies,
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may become sons of your
Father who is in the heavens, because He causes His sun to rise on the evil
and the good and sends rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same?..” As God sends rain upon both the just and the unjust, so we
should love not only our brothers but also our enemies. It does not take much
strength or energy for someone to love his own brother. But it does take a
special strength and energy to love our enemies. We all need to have this
noble love.

In the church life we may prefer a certain brother whom we regard as nice
and love him, but we may not appreciate another brother as much. We may
have love for both brothers, but that love is shallow. Therefore, we need a
deeper, nobler love [agape]. When we have this kind of love, we love all the
brothers the same, no matter what kind of brothers they may be.

In 2 Peter 1:5-7 we have the development from faith to love. This development
includes virtue, knowledge, self-control, endurance, and godliness. Eventually, we
have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith, through the roots
of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the branches of endurance
and godliness, to the blossom and the fruit of brotherly love and love.

In verse 8 Peter goes on to say, “For these things, existing in you and
abounding, constitute you neither idle nor unfruitful unto the full knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The words these things refer to all the virtues
covered in verses 5 through 7, from faith to love. Faith, virtue, knowledge, self-
control, endurance, godliness, brotherly love, and love should all exist in us.
Nevertheless, these are only some of the “all things” that have been granted to
us by the divine power. We need to see that all these things are included in the
seed. This seed contains the root, the trunk, the branches, the blossom, and the
fruit. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 48-49)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 6
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in
him.

Matt. 5:44-45 ...Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may become sons of your Father who is in the heavens,
because He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain
on the just and the unjust.

The brothers and sisters in the church life may love one another, but
OEAEO TTOA TAU AA OAOEAO OODAOMEAEATS )T OEAEO TTOA 0EAOA TAU AA TT 1E£A 0OPDIU
and no “antibiotic” to foster healing. This means that their love is lacking in
agape. But in Peter’s love for the brothers, there is another element, and this
element is the divine love, a love that supplies us with wisdom to love the
brothers in a proper way. Sometimes we love others foolishly, in a way that
can spoil them. We do not have the wisdom to love them in a way that will
enable them to receive the life supply and be nourished. God’s love is not only
nourishing but also contains a spiritual antibiotic that fosters healing and
prevents illness. If we love the brothers with divine love, we will infuse such
an antibiotic into them. For example, you may realize that a brother has a
certain shortage or weakness. You know that teaching or correction will not
help the brother. This brother needs to be loved with a noble love. If you love
him with this kind of love, he will receive the life supply and an antibiotic that
can Kkill the “germs” within him. In the church life we need to love one another
with discernment, not foolishly. We need to love the brothers with the high
purpose of nourishing them and helping them to be healed. (Life-study of 2
Peter, p. 59)

Today’s Reading
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Matthew 5:45 tells us that God sends rain on both the just and the unjust.
But He does this with wisdom...He loves them with discernment. Likewise, we
should not withhold love from the saints. We should love all the brothers, but
we should love them with discernment [and also] according to a measure or
within a limitation. If we love a brother excessively, that love may spoil him. We
need to love him only to a certain extent. But another brother may be in need of
a greater measure of love. To love others in this way is to love them not merely
with brotherly affection but also with agape.

Often our brotherly love is dependent on the tide of our emotions...When
the emotional tide of some brothers is high, they will do almost anything to
help you. But when the emotional tide is low, they are not willing to help at
all...That kind of love is not agape. The divine love does not depend on our
emotional tide. Because this love has its source in the divine life, it does not
change. We need to learn to love the brothers with this divine love, not with the
love that depends on the tide of our emotions.

God’s love is consistent. If we love others with this love, we will also be
consistent. Whenever someone contacts us, we will be the same with respect
to our love. We will always love others with discernment and according to their
need. We may realize that one brother needs a certain measure of love. Therefore,
we will measure out, mete out, that much love to him. But another brother may
need a different measure of love to meet his need. This is a noble kind of love.

We need to have this divine love in our married life and family life. Peter
charges the husbands to assign honor to the wife (1 Pet. 3:7). This requires a
noble love.

It is common for sisters to love their husbands emotionally and without
discernment or measure. When such a sister is happy or high in her emotion, she
will love her husband accordingly. But if she is unhappy or angry, she will not love
him. That kind of love is emotional and does not contain the element of agape.
However, another sister, with more experience in the Lord, will consistently love her
husband and children but will always love with a measure and with discernment.
This kind of love is surely a noble love. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 59-61)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 7
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:10-11 Therefore, brothers, be the more diligent to make your
calling and selection firm, for doing these things you shall by no means
ever stumble. For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully supplied to you.

In 2 Peter 1:10 ...to be diligent is to develop the spiritual virtues in the
divine life, to advance in the growth of the divine life. This makes God’s calling
ATA OAIARGETT TE OO NEO T8

If we are diligent to develop the virtues mentioned in verses 5 through 7, we
£ ATTIEO Th TAEA 000A) TOO AAIIETC ATA OAIAMETTS3T TA TAU NOAGGETT <EAOEAD
God has chosen them. The reason they have doubt concerning this matter is
that they lack the virtues listed by Peter. But if we develop these virtues and
AOA ATTO0E000AA & OEA T =< A £l EAOA OEA ATTNEO WAOETT 0EAQ <A EAOA AAAT AATIAA
ATA OAIAROAAS 4E£0 £0 0T TAEA TOO AAIIETC ATA OAIAAGETT nEO 8 &O00EAC T TOAN ET
doing these things we will never stumble, because we have been thoroughly
constituted. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 52-53)

Today’s Reading

The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life and
divine nature...will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom by
all the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent virtues (energy)
unto the splendid glory of God. This is not merely to be saved but, after being
saved, to pursue the growth and maturity in the divine life and thereby receive
the kingdom reward.

The eternal kingdom in 2 Peter 1:11 refers to the kingdom of God, which
was given to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Dan. 7:13-14), and which
will be manifested at His coming back (Luke 19:11-12). It will be a reward
to His faithful believers, who pursue the growth in His life unto maturity

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 6 - Page 11
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and the development of the virtues of His nature that in the millennium
they may participate in His kingship in God’s glory (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4,
6). To enter thus into the eternal kingdom of the Lord is related to entering
into God’s eternal glory, to which God has called us in Christ (1 Pet. 5:10; 1
Thes. 2:12).

Second Peter 1:11 indicates that we may have an entrance richly and bountifully
supplied into the kingdom of our Lord. However, a good number of Christians
will not have such an entrance, because they have never built up this entrance
by developing the divine seed unto maturity. If we are not constituted of the
divine virtues, we will not be able to build up such an entrance. But if we have the
development of the divine life and are constituted of the elements of the divine
nature, a rich and bountiful entrance into the coming kingdom will be supplied to us.

In order to be kings in the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, we need maturity in life. We Christians are destined to be kings in the
Lord’s kingdom. However, how can someone be a king in the coming kingdom
if he lacks the maturity in the divine life?...Even if the Lord would want to
enthrone as a king someone who is not mature, that person would realize that
he is not able to exercise the kingship. This indicates that even we ourselves
know that we need to grow to maturity in order to be kings.

According to Peter’s word in 1:5-11, to grow to maturity is to develop
what we have already received. We have been allotted the wonderful equally
precious faith, and this faith is an all-inclusive seed. All the divine riches are
in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop them into virtue. Then we
need to develop in our virtue knowledge; in knowledge, self-control; in self-
control, endurance; in endurance, godliness; in godliness, brotherly love; and
in brotherly love, love. By developing these virtues we grow, and eventually, we
will reach maturity. As a result, we will be full of Christ, and, in Paul’s words,
we will arrive at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13).
AEAT <A xtii AA NOAIEEAA ATA ANOEPPAA 0T AA EETCO ET OEA ATTETC EETCAT Tt
(Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 53-54, 61-62)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 7
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WEEK 6 — HYMN

What a wonderful change in my living is wrought

The Word of God — Saying Amen to the Word ]-2 ]- 9
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2. What I never could do God is doing in me,
By saying Amen to His Word.
And the change is so real all the brothers can see,
By saying Amen to God’s Word.

3. I have ceased from my wandering and going astray
By saying Amen to God’s Word.
And my old inclinations are passing away
By saying Amen to His Word.

4. Now the secret of faith in the Lord I can see—
It’s saying Amen to His Word.
He is more real and precious than all things to me
By saying Amen to His Word.

5. Now my love for the brothers abounds more and more
By saying Amen to God’s Word.
And I'm being related as never before
By saying Amen to His Word.
6. Now my hope in the Lord’s soon return groweth bright
By saying Amen to His Word.
I am ready to see Him, my Lord, my delight,
By saying Amen to His Word.

Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word,

Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word.

You are coming again—all my heart says Amen!
Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word!
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