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Week One

The Government of God for the Economy of God

Hymns: 608

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:2-3, 5, 10-12, 20; 2:1-5, 9; 3:4; 4:14; 
5:10; 2 Pet. 1:4; 3:13, 18

§ Day 1

I.	 The subject of Peter's Epistles is the government of God 
with His judgment:

A.	God's judgment began from the angels (2 Pet. 2:3-4) and passed through 
the generations of man in the Old Testament (vv. 5-9).

B.	In the New Testament age it begins from the house of God (1 Pet. 1:17; 
2:23; 4:6, 17) and continues until the coming of the day of the Lord (2 Pet. 
3:10), which will be a day of judgment on the Jews, the believers, and the 
Gentiles before the millennium (v. 12).

C.	After the millennium all the dead, including men and demons, will be 
judged and will perish (1 Pet. 4:5; 2 Pet. 3:7), and the heavens and the 
earth will be consumed by fire (vv. 10b, 12).

D.	The results of the various judgments are not the same; some judgments 
result in a disciplinary dealing, some in a dispensational punishment, and 
some in eternal perdition—2:1, footnote 5, point 2.

E.	However, by all these judgments the Lord God will clear up and purify the 
entire universe that He may have a new heaven and a new earth for a new 
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universe filled with His righteousness (3:13) for His delight.
F.	God's governmental judgment can also be seen in the book of Daniel:

1.	Because Nebuchadnezzar's "heart was lifted up and his spirit became so arrogant 
that he conducted himself in pride, he was deposed from his royal throne, and 
his glory was taken away from him" (5:20); God said that his kingdom would be 
assured to him after he had "come to know that the heavens do rule" (4:26; 5:21).

2.	Although his descendant Belshazzar knew all this, his debauchery before 
God was an insult to God's holiness, and Daniel told him that "the God in 
whose hand is your breath and to whom all your ways belong, you have not 
honored" (vv. 22-23); thus, his kingdom was "divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians" (v. 28).

§ Day 2
G.	Thus, Peter tells us that we should "pass the time of your sojourning in 

fear" (1 Pet. 1:17); he also says that we need to "be humbled under the 
mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time" (5:6); to be willing 
to be made low by God's humbling hand in His discipline is a prerequisite 
to our being made high by God's exalting hand and to our enjoying the 
Triune God Himself as our life supply, which is multiplied in the humble 
believer (v. 5; 1:2; 4:10).

H.	To fear the Lord is to revere Him and to consider and regard Him in 
everything (Psa. 86:11; Isa. 11:2; Prov. 1:7; 3:5-10), never forgetting that 
He is the wonderful God who has created us (Isa. 43:7); fearing the Lord 
stops us from doing evil; it also causes us to be touched by the sufferings 
of others and to show mercy and compassion to them.

§ Day 3 & Day 4

II.	 Although the subject of 1 and 2 Peter is God's government, 
this is not the central focus and basic structure of these 
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Epistles; everything concerning God's government should 
bring us back to the central focus and basic structure of 
these Epistles—the Triune God as our full enjoyment to 
carry out the economy of God:

A.	The central focus and basic structure of 1 and 2 Peter are the energizing 
Triune God operating in His economy to bring His chosen ones into the 
full enjoyment of the Triune God; our human spirit, as the hidden man 
of the heart, and God's Spirit, as the Spirit of glory and as the Spirit of 
Christ, are the means for us to partake of God, in His divine nature, as our 
portion—1 Pet. 1:2-3, 5, 11; 2:1-3, 5, 9; 3:4; 4:14; 5:10; 2 Pet. 1:4.

B.	The central focus and basic structure of 1 and 2 Peter are the Triune 
God operating to accomplish His complete salvation so that we may be 
regenerated, so that we may feed on His word, and so that we may grow, 
be transformed, and be built up in order that He may have a dwelling 
place and we may be glorified to express Him—1 Pet. 1:23; 2:1-5, 9.

§ Day 5
C.	Peter was bold in admitting that the early apostles, such as John, Paul, 

and himself (although their style, terminology, utterance, certain aspects 
of their views, and the way they presented their teachings differed), 
participated in the same, unique ministry, the ministry of the New 
Testament—2 Pet. 1:12-21; 3:2, 15-16; 2 Cor. 3:6, 8-9; 4:1.

D.	Such a ministry ministers to people, as its focus, the all-inclusive Christ 
as the embodiment of the Triune God, who, after passing through the 
processes of incarnation, human living, crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension, dispenses Himself through the redemption of Christ and by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit into His redeemed people as their unique 
portion of life and as their life supply and everything, for the building 
up of the church as the Body of Christ, which will consummate in the 
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full expression, the fullness, of the Triune God, according to the eternal 
purpose of the Father—Acts 2:36; 3:13, 15; 10:36; 1 Pet. 1:2-3, 18-19, 23; 
2:2-5, 7, 9, 25; 3:7; 4:10, 17; 5:2, 4, 10; 2 Pet. 1:2-4; 3:18.

§ Day 6

III.	In his two Epistles, comprising only eight chapters, Peter covers the 
entire economy of God, from eternity past before the foundation 
of the world (1 Pet. 1:2, 20) to the new heavens and new earth in 
eternity future (2 Pet. 3:13); he unveils the crucial things related to 
God's economy, concerning which things the prophets prophesied 
and the apostles preached (1 Pet. 1:10-12) from four sides:

A.	From the side of the Triune God:
1.	God the Father chose a people in eternity according to His foreknowledge (vv. 

1-2; 2:9) and called them into His glory (2 Pet. 1:3).

2.	Christ, foreknown by God before the foundation of the world but manifested 
in the last times (1 Pet. 1:20), has redeemed and saved God's chosen people 
(vv. 18-19, 2) by His vicarious death (2:24; 3:18) through His resurrection in 
life and ascension in power (1:3; 3:21-22).

3.	The Spirit, sent from heaven, has sanctified and purified those whom Christ 
has redeemed and saved (1:2, 12, 22; 4:14)—the angels long to look into 
these things (1:12).

4.	The Triune God's divine power has provided the redeemed ones with all 
things that relate to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3-4) to guard them unto full 
salvation (1 Pet. 1:5).

5.	God also disciplines them (5:6) by some of His varied governmental 
judgments (1:17; 2:23; 4:5-6, 17; 2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7), and He will perfect, 
establish, strengthen, and ground them by His all grace (1 Pet. 5:10).
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6.	The Lord is long-suffering toward them that they all may have opportunity to 
repent unto salvation—2 Pet. 3:9, 15.

7.	Then, Christ will appear in glory with His full salvation for His lovers—1 Pet. 
1:5, 7-9, 13; 4:13; 5:4.

B.	From the side of the believers:
1.	The believers, as God's possession, were chosen by God (1:2; 2:9), called 

by His glory and virtue (v. 9; 3:9; 2 Pet. 1:3, 10), redeemed by Christ (1 Pet. 
1:18-19), regenerated by God through His living word (vv. 3, 23), and saved 
through the resurrection of Christ (3:21).

2.	They now are being guarded by the power of God (1:5), are being purified 
to love one another (v. 22), are growing by feeding on the milk of the word 
(2:2), are developing in life the spiritual virtues (2 Pet. 1:5-8), and are being 
transformed and built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to serve 
God (1 Pet. 2:4-5, 9).

3.	They are God's chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, and peculiar 
people for His private possession to express His virtues—v. 9.

4.	They are being disciplined by His governmental judgment (1:17; 2:19-
21; 3:9, 14, 17; 4:6, 12-19; 5:6, 9), are living a holy life in an excellent 
manner and in godliness to glorify Him (1:15; 2:12; 3:1-2), are 
ministering as good stewards of His varied grace for His glorification 
through Christ (4:10-11)—under the elders' exemplary shepherding 
(5:1-4)—and are expecting and hastening the coming of the Lord (1:13; 
2 Pet. 3:12) in order to be richly supplied with an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of the Lord (1:11).

5.	Further, they are expecting the new heavens and new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells, in eternity (3:13), and they are growing continually in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (v. 18).
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C.	From the side of Satan—Satan is the believers' adversary, the devil, 
who as a roaring lion is walking about, seeking someone to devour—1 
Pet. 5:8.

D.	From the side of the universe:
1.	The fallen angels were condemned and are awaiting eternal judgment (2 

Pet. 2:4); the ancient ungodly world was destroyed by a flood (v. 5; 3:6); the 
ungodly cities were reduced to ashes (2:6); the false teachers and heretical 
mockers in the apostasy and mankind in his evil living will all be judged unto 
destruction (vv. 1, 3, 9-10, 12; 3:3-4, 7; 1 Pet. 4:5); the heavens and the earth 
will be burned up (2 Pet. 3:7, 10-11); and all the dead men and the demons 
will be judged (1 Pet. 4:5).

2.	Then the new heavens and new earth will come as a new universe, in which 
God's righteousness will dwell for eternity—2 Pet. 3:13; cf. Isa. 1:26.
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WEEK 1 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; 

of God?

 Since Peter’s Epistles are concerned with the government of God, the 
judgment of God and of the Lord is referred to repeatedly (1 Pet. 2:23; 4:5-6, 17; 
2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7) as one of the main items. God’s judgment began from the 
angels (2:3-4) and passed through the generations of man in the Old Testament 
(vv. 5-9). Then in the New Testament age it begins from the house of God (1 
Pet. 1:17; 2:23; 4:6, 17) and continues until the coming of the day of the Lord 
(2 Pet. 3:10), which will be a day of judgment on the Jews, the believers, and 
the Gentiles before the millennium. After the millennium all the dead, including 
men and demons, will be judged and will perish (1 Pet. 4:5; 2 Pet. 3:7), and the 
ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÄ ÂÙ ПÉÒÅ ɉÖÖȢ ρπÂȟ ρςɊȣ3ÏÍÅ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔÓ 
result in a disciplinary dealing, some in a dispensational punishment, and some 
in eternal perdition. However, by all these judgments the Lord God will clear up 
and purify the entire universe that He may have a new heaven and a new earth 
ÆÏÒ Á ÎÅ× ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ɉÖȢ ρσɊ ÆÏÒ (ÉÓ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔȢ ɉ,ÉÆÅȤ
study of 1 Peter, p. 92)

Today’s Reading

)Î ÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ɍÏÆ .ÅÂÕÃÈÁÄÎÅÚÚÁÒȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍɎȟ $ÁÎÉÅÌ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄȣÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
Most High God had decreed that he would be driven out from among mankind, 
Ä×ÅÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÓÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÅÌÄȟ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÇÒÁÓÓ ÁÓ ÂÕÌÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÓÅ ÈÉÓ 
reasoning for a period of seven times, until he came to know that the Most High 
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is the Ruler over the kingdom of men (Dan. 4:24-25). Verse 26 goes on to say, “In 
that it was commanded that the stump of roots of the tree be left, your kingdom 
will be assured to you after you have come to know that the heavens do rule.”

"ÅÌÓÈÁÚÚÁÒȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎПÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÅȟ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÄ ÍÅÎ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
gold and silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar his forefather had taken out of the 
temple in Jerusalem, that he, his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink 
from them and praise the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone (5:2-4). 
They took the vessels that were for God’s worship in His holy temple at Jerusalem 
and used them in worshipping idols. That was an insult to God’s holiness.

At the very moment that they were drinking wine and praising their gods, 
ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÇÅÒÓ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÎȭÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÍÐÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐÏÎ 
the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace (v. 5a).

Before reading the writing and interpreting it, Daniel reminded Belshazzar 
of the experience of Nebuchadnezzar recorded in chapter 4. Daniel regarded 
what happened to Nebuchadnezzar as a lesson not only for Nebuchadnezzar 
ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÄÁÎÔÓȣ.ÅÂÕÃÈÁÄÎÅÚÚÁÒ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÖÅÒÅÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅÄ 
by God and, after he had learned the lesson, offered praise to God. Belshazzar 
should have learned something from this lesson, but he did not care about it at 
all. Thus, Daniel said to him, “You his descendant, Belshazzar, have not humbled 
your heart, though you knew all this; but you have exalted yourself against the 
,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓȣ4ÈÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÈÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÒÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ×ÈÏÍ ÁÌÌ 
ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÌÏÎÇȟ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄȣȱ ɉυȡςςȤςτɊȢ

In verses 25 through 28 we see Daniel’s interpretation of the writing. 
This is the writing that was inscribed: “MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” (v. 
25). This is Daniel’s interpretation of the matter: MENE—God has numbered 
Belshazzar’s kingdom and brought it to an end; TEKEL—he has been weighed 
in the scales and found to be lacking; and PERES—his kingdom has been 
divided and given to the Medes and the Persians (vv. 26-28). (Life-study of 
Daniel, pp. 35, 40-42)

Further Reading: Life-study of Daniel, msgs. 6—7
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҅ Ɍ ԑ
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ҿ Жᵜ ҏ Ҍ  ҏ ҲЇ

ԐЖ ָ ᵥ Ї Ї
ᵶᵲ־Ӎ КņЃᵜ 35ɼЄ ᵜװ Ҏ ҈

Ї ЇŅ ᶕ ꜠ ἄ
ҿ ɼņᵅ ה ꜗ Ж

Їל ꜗ Ї ԋԚ ɼЃᵜװ
ӫ Ї֒҅ ɼЄ

Ḫ ᵅ ל Ї ש
  ɼᵜװ ԋ ҒӊЇ
ש   ῇ Ї ԋᵅ ɼ Їᵜװ
֒ Ҏ ҅ ЇŅ ָש ⌐ӑЇ ῏ ԑ
Ї ԋ סּ ɼņ ᴼ ɼ

ᵅ ᾩ ᴂ ╔ ɼ ᴂ
Ї ᴂ ה └ꜗ Ї Ҫ

WEEK 1 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

sojourning in fear.

The case of Nebuchadnezzar teaches us that we need to be careful and 
not consider what we have achieved. The palace built by Nebuchadnezzar 
×ÁÓ ÖÁÓÔȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÔÏÏË Á ×ÁÌË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÌÁÃÅȟ ÈÅ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÐÒÏÕÄȣ
This should warn us that our achievement may make us proud, and this may 
usher in God’s judgment. God’s judgment upon Nebuchadnezzar reduced him 
to nothing. This was the reason he could say of the Lord, “All the inhabitants 
of earth are considered as nothing, / But He does according to His will in the 
army of heaven / And among the inhabitants of the earth; / And there is no 
one who can resist His hand / Or say to Him, What are You doing?” (Dan. 4:35). 
In 4:37 concerning the Lord, Nebuchadnezzar went on to say, “He is able to 
abase those who walk in pride.” Belshazzar should have learned the lesson 
from Nebuchadnezzar’s experience; however, he did not learn the lesson and 
suffered as a result. (Life-study of Daniel, p. 43)

Today’s Reading

I believe that while Belshazzar and his lords were engaging in debauchery, 
the Median army was approaching the city. Soon after Daniel interpreted the 
writing, the Median army entered the city and the palace and killed Belshazzar. 
Thus, Daniel 5:31 concludes, “Darius the Mede received the kingdom at about 
the age of sixty-two.” That ended the Babylonian Empire.

Belshazzar’s situation should make a deep impression on us. We all need to 
see that if we have received some lesson from God, we must regard that very 
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ᴌԐҏ ɼ Ҳ
ɼ

ɼ
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֒ 33 ҏɼЄ ɻ ה ɼ
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ᴂ Ї
Ї ᴂ Ї װ ɼЃԑ

4љ 5ɼЄ ɼЃ῍ 13ɼЄ
ᶕָ ꜘ Жᵜ ָ ⁯ ɼ
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ɼЃ 2ɼЄ Ї ṣ

Їל ᾟ Ӥ ɼ
Ї ᶕָװ ֟ ɼЃ26 љ 27ɼЄ
Ї Ї Ї ӶҒ ɼЃ ֒

16ɼЄ ᴂ ҏ Ї ɼ

Ї ╦װ ɼ
Ѓ16Ї33ɼЄ Ї Ж

Їָ ԐɼЃ ῏ 6ɼЄ Ї
ᶕָ Жל ЇҒ ɼЃ Ӣ
23ɼЄЃ Ї҅҅ ҅ԑɻҎҎ ɼЄ

Е Ї ԑ Ҏ ɼ

seriously. If we disregard any lesson, we will suffer. (Life-study of Daniel, pp. 
43-44)

4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÖÅÒÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȣ4Ï 
revere God is to consider and regard Him in everything, never forgetting that 
He is the wonderful God who has created us. When we are about to lose our 
temper, we should revere God. Revering God stops us from doing evil. Revering 
God also causes us to be touched by the sufferings of others and to show mercy 
and compassion to them.

Even though I was born into Christianity, before I believed in the Lord 
Jesus I never revered God. But from the day I got saved, I began to revere God. 
In everything I respected and regarded God. That caused a great change in 
my life.

To revere God is to fear God. The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of 
knowledge and wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding 
(Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 15:33a). Knowledge, wisdom, and understanding come from 
God. If we fear Him, revering Him, these will be our possession. If we seek 
wisdom like silver and search for her like hidden treasures, then we will 
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÒ ÏÆ *ÅÈÏÖÁÈ ÁÎÄ ПÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ɉςȡτȤυɊȢ 4ÈÅ 
fear of Jehovah is to hate evil (8:13). The fear of Jehovah prolongs days, but the 
years of the wicked will be shortened (10:27). He who walks in his uprightness 
fears Jehovah, but he who is perverse in his ways despises Him (14:2). In 
ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÒ ÏÆ *ÅÈÏÖÁÈ ÉÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ 
refuge. The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of life, that one may turn aside from 
the snares of death (vv. 26-27). Better is a little with the fear of Jehovah, than 
great treasure and turmoil with it (15:16). If we are rich in the fear of Jehovah, 
we will have peace.

The fear of Jehovah is the instruction of wisdom, and humility comes before 
honor (v. 33). By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is expiated, and by the fear 
of Jehovah men depart from evil (16:6). The fear of Jehovah leads to life, and he 
who has it will lodge in contentment; he will not be visited with evil (19:23). 
(Life-study of Proverbs, pp. 7-8, 24)

Further Reading: Life-study of Proverbs, msgs. 2—3
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ᴂ ṢЇ ҅ װ ⌡ ҿ

ɼ ᴂ ⌡ Ї ҙ ᴂ

WEEK 1 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Although the subject of 1 and 2 Peter is God’s government, especially His 
government shown in His judgment, this is not the central focus of these books. 
Neither is the divine government the basic structure of the Epistles of Peter. 
What is the focus of these Epistles? What is their basic structure? In 1 Peter 
ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÁÌÆ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÌÉÆÅ ɍρȡρɂςȡρρɎȣ
In addition, we need to regard Peter’s word in 5:10 as crucial. In this verse 
Peter says, “The God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory 
in Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, 
ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈȟ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÙÏÕȢȱȣ)Î ɍς 0ÅÔÅÒɎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
chapter and the last verse of the last chapter are crucial in relation to life. In 
these vital portions of 1 and 2 Peter we have the central focus of these Epistles. 
(Life-study of Jude, p. 38)

Today’s Reading

In chapter 1 of 1 Peter we see the operation of the Triune God for His full 
ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ )Î ÖÅÒÓÅ ς ×Å ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
of the Spirit, and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. This verse reveals the 
Father’s foreknowledge, the Son’s redemption, and the Spirit’s application. This is 
the operation of the Triune God to carry out God’s full salvation. In verse 3 Peter 
says that the Father has regenerated us unto a living hope. The full salvation of God 
is composed of three elements: the Father’s regeneration, the Son’s redemption, 
and the Spirit’s application. When we experience this salvation, we have a life that 
is characterized by holiness and love. We are holy in our manner of life, and we 
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love the brothers. Therefore, holiness and love are the issue of God’s full salvation. 
Furthermore, in this salvation there is a seed, the incorruptible seed, which is the 
living and abiding word of God. This is a simple sketch of chapter 1 of 1 Peter.

Let us now go on to consider 1 Peter 2:1-11. Having been regenerated, we 
are now newborn babes longing for the guileless milk of the word in order that 
by it we may grow unto salvation (v. 2). In chapter 1 we see that we have been 
regenerated and that the full salvation of God is our portion. Now we need to 
partake of and enjoy this salvation. For this, we need to feed on the milk of the 
word.

By feeding on the guileless milk of the word and by growing unto salvation, 
we will be transformed into precious stones. Therefore, Peter refers to the 
believers as living stones (v. 5). These stones are for the building up of a 
spiritual house, and this house is a holy priesthood: “You yourselves also, as 
living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to 
ÏÆÆÅÒ ÕÐ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȱ ɉÖȢ υɊȢ /Î 
the one hand, this spiritual house is God’s dwelling place; on the other hand, it 
is something that tells forth the virtues of God, that expresses what God is.

This spiritual house, of course, is a corporate matter. We are being built up 
together in a corporate way to afford God a dwelling place and to tell out God’s 
virtues, that is, to express Him.

In these two portions of 1 Peter, including 5:10, we have the central focus 
of this book. We need to be fully captured by this focus. Then we will not be 
in danger of being distracted from this focus as we pay attention to the other 
matters in this book.

We may compare the central focus of 1 Peter to the heart in the human 
body. We should not take care of the other members of the body at the cost of 
damaging our heart. We may lose a toe, an arm, or a leg and still live. But we 
cannot live without a heart. In a similar way, we need to care for the “heart,” the 
central focus, of 1 Peter. (Life-study of Jude, pp. 38-40)

Further Reading: Life-study of Jude, msgs. 4—5; CWWL, 1988, vol. 1, “Living 
in and with the Divine Trinity,” chs. 4, 6
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WEEK 1 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÕÎÅ 'ÏÄȢ 
Peter indicates that the God in whom we believe is the Triune God. In the 
ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ %ÐÉÓÔÌÅȟ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÉÕÎÅ 'ÏÄȡ Ȱ#ÈÏÓÅÎ 
ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ” (1:2). 
(ÅÒÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÅËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
Spirit, and the obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. God the 
Father has regenerated us (v. 3), Christ has accomplished redemption with His 
precious blood, and the Spirit applies God’s full salvation to His chosen people. 
Here we see the Triune God in the accomplishment of full salvation.

Peter also unveils to us the fact that this Triune God is our portion. This fact 
is indicated by the word partakers in 2 Peter 1:4. According to this verse, we 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÔÁËÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȣ)Æ 'ÏÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÏÕÒ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎȟ ×Å 
could not partake of His nature. (Life-study of Jude, p. 26)

Today’s Reading

In his writings Peter also reveals the way for us to partake of the Triune God 
as our portion. The way involves the hidden man of the heart, and this hidden 
man is our spirit (1 Pet. 3:4). In his Epistles Paul has much to say concerning 
our spirit, but he does not use the expression the hidden man of the heart. This 
hidden man, our human spirit, is the means by which we enjoy the Triune God 
as our portion.
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Literally, the Greek [1 Peter 4:14] means “the Spirit of glory and that of God.” 
The Spirit of glory is the Spirit of God. Peter also speaks concerning the Spirit of 
Christ (1:11). Our human spirit as the hidden man of the heart and God’s Spirit 
as the Spirit of glory and as the Spirit of Christ are the means for us to partake 
of God as our portion.

The structure of 1 and 2 Peter is the Triune God, who has been processed 
to become our portion so that we may participate in Him, partake of Him, 
and enjoy Him through His Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit of 
glory, and by the exercise of our spirit. We enjoy Him by exercising our spirit to 
ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȣ)Æ ×Å ÈÏÌÄ ПÉÒÍÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ 
thought and the basic structure as we study all the other points in the writings 
of Peter, we will be enriched, and we will experience the Triune God in a very 
rich, absolute, and detailed way.

Both Peter and Jude indicate strongly that the Triune God has passed 
through a process in order to do many things for us and to become everything 
to us that we may partake of Him for our enjoyment.

At the beginning of his second Epistle Peter speaks concerning the divine 
provision. He tells us that the divine power has granted to us and even 
imparted to us all things related to life and godliness in order that we may 
partake of the divine nature. Furthermore, according to chapter 1 of 2 Peter, the 
divine provision gives us not only the divine life but also the divine light (v. 19).

At the end of his second Epistle Peter says, “Grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (3:18). Here the knowledge of 
ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÅÑÕÁÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÉÓȣ!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÃÏÖÅÒÓ 
many matters in his Epistles, the basic structure of his writings is the Triune 
God becoming our grace that we may enjoy Him, grow in life, and through the 
growth in life be perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded in the 
Triune God. (Life-study of Jude, pp. 26-28)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1983, vol. 2, “The Divine Dispensing of the Divine 
Trinity,” ch. 9
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WEEK 1 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

The heart of 1 Peter is the operation of the Triune God to carry out His 
threefold salvation, which includes regeneration, redemption, and application. 
We have become God’s children through regeneration, and now we need to feed 
on His word in order to grow unto full salvation. Then we will be transformed 
in order to be built together to provide God a dwelling place and to be His 
expression. For this purpose, the God of all grace will perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and ground us. (Life-study of Jude, p. 40)

Today’s Reading

My concern is that the saints may be distracted from this basic structure 
by the various matters covered in 1 and 2 Peter and Jude. I am not saying 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÐÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓȣ4ÈÉÓ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ 
the Triune God operating to accomplish a threefold salvation so that we may 
be regenerated, that we may feed on His word, and that we may grow, be 
transformed, and be built up in order that He may have a dwelling place and 
that we may express Him.

This basic thought can also be seen in the Epistles of Paul. For this reason 
Peter says, “Even as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom 
given to him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them concerning 
these things” (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Paul also reveals that we may feed on the Lord 
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and grow in order to be built up into a spiritual house so that God may have a 
corporate expression. Therefore, these two apostles ministered the same thing, 
but with somewhat different terminology. Both Peter and Paul had the same 
ÆÏÃÕÓȢ ) ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÕÓȣ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
basic structure of the apostles’ ministry revealed in the New Testament. (Life-
study of Jude, pp. 40-41)

Paul in his writings also spoke concerning “these things” (except for the 
new heavens and new earth). Hence, Peter referred to Paul’s writings to 
strengthen his own writings, especially concerning God’s governmental and 
ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÁÒÙ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȣ7ÈÁÔ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ 
this commendation! Although the Corinthians attempted to divide Peter and Paul 
according to their own divisive preference (1 Cor. 1:11-12), Peter commended 
Paul, saying that both of them taught the same things, “these things,” and that 
Paul’s writings should not be twisted but should be regarded like “the rest of 
the Scriptures” and should receive the same respect as the Old Testament. For 
Peter to make such a commendation was not a small thing, for it was he who was 
rebuked to his face by Paul regarding the New Testament faith (Gal. 2:11-21). This 
indicates that Peter was bold in admitting that the early apostles, such as John, 
Paul, and himself, although their style, terminology, utterance, certain aspects 
of their views, and the way they presented their teachings differed, participated 
in the same unique ministry, the ministry of the New Testament (2 Cor. 3:8-9; 
4:1). Such a ministry ministers to people, as its focus, the all-inclusive Christ as 
the embodiment of the Triune God, who, after passing through the process of 
ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÌÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÃÒÕÃÉПÉØÉÏÎȟ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎȟ ÄÉÓÐÅÎÓÅÓ 
Himself through the redemption of Christ and by the operation of the Holy Spirit 
into His redeemed people as their unique portion of life and as their life supply 
and everything, for the building up of the church as the Body of Christ, which will 
consummate in the full expression, the fullness, of the Triune God, according to 
the eternal purpose of the Father. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 114-115)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 13
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WEEK 1 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

)Î ς 0ÅÔÅÒ σȡρφ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÏÆ ȰÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ )Î ÈÉÓ Ô×Ï %ÐÉÓÔÌÅÓȣ0ÅÔÅÒ ÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÐÁÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȣ
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× ÅÁÒÔÈ ÉÎ ÅÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȣ(Å ÕÎÖÅÉÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
related to God’s economy, concerning which things the prophets prophesied and 
ÔÈÅ ÁÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÅÄȣȟ ÆÒÏÍ ÆÏÕÒ ÓÉÄÅÓȢ ɉ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ ς 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÐȢ ρρςɊ

Today’s Reading

(1) From the side of the Triune God: God the Father has chosen a people 
ÉÎ ÅÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ (ÉÓ ÆÏÒÅËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȣÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎÔÏ (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÙȣ
Christ, foreknown by God before the foundation of the world but manifested in 
ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÔÉÍÅÓȣȟ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÖÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȣÂÙ (ÉÓ ÖÉÃÁÒÉÏÕÓ 
ÄÅÁÔÈȣÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÉÓ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÐÏ×ÅÒȣ4ÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȟ ÓÅÎÔ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÒÉПÉÅÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏÍ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÁÖÅÄȣɉ4ÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȣɊ 4ÈÅ 4ÒÉÕÎÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ 
power has provided the redeemed ones with all things that relate to life and 
ÇÏÄÌÉÎÅÓÓȣÔÏ ÇÕÁÒÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÕÎÔÏ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȣ'ÏÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÅÍȣÂÙ 
ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÖÁÒÉÅÄ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔÓȣȟ ÁÎÄ (Å ×ÉÌÌ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔȟ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈȟ 
ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÙ (ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÇÒÁÃÅȣ4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÌÏÎÇȤÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ 
ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÌÌ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÅÎÔ ÕÎÔÏ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȣ4ÈÅÎ 
Christ will appear in glory with His full salvation for His lovers.
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(2) From the side of the believers: The believers, as God’s possession, 
×ÅÒÅ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȣȟ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÒÔÕÅȣȟ ÒÅÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÂÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣȟ 
ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ (ÉÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÄȣȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÖÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣ4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÂÅÉÎÇ ÇÕÁÒÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ɉρ 0ÅÔȢ 
ρȡυɊȟ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÕÒÉПÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ɉÖȢ ςςɊȟ ÁÒÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÆÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ɉςȡςɊȟ ÁÒÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÖÉÒÔÕÅÓȣȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 
being transformed and built up into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood to serve 
'ÏÄȣ4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÒÁÃÅȟ ÒÏÙÁÌ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȟ ÈÏÌÙ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÃÕÌÉÁÒ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ (ÉÓ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ (ÉÓ ÖÉÒÔÕÅÓȣ4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ (ÉÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔȣȟ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ Á ÈÏÌÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ 
ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÇÏÄÌÉÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÇÌÏÒÉÆÙ (ÉÍȣȟ ÁÒÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓ 
ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÖÁÒÉÅÄ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣɉÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÓȭ 
ÅØÅÍÐÌÁÒÙ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÉÎÇȣɊȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
,ÏÒÄȣÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÉÃÈÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȣ&ÕÒÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅ× ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ÉÎ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ Ä×ÅÌÌÓȟ ÉÎ ÅÔÅÒÎÉÔÙȣȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 3:18).

(3) From the side of Satan: Satan is the believers’ adversary, the devil, who 
as a roaring lion is walking about, seeking someone to devour (1 Pet. 5:8).

(4) From the side of the universe: The fallen angels were condemned and 
ÁÒÅ Á×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔȣȠ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÃÉÅÎÔ ÕÎÇÏÄÌÙ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄ ÂÙ 
Á ПÌÏÏÄȣȠ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÇÏÄÌÙ ÃÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓÈÅÓȣȠ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
heretical mockers in the apostasy and mankind in his evil living will all be 
ÊÕÄÇÅÄ ÕÎÔÏ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȣȠ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÕÐȣȠ ÁÎÄ 
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÍÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÄȣ4ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓ ÁÎÄ 
the new earth will come as a new universe, in which God’s righteousness will 
dwell for eternity. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 112-114)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1984, vol. 3, “God’s New Testament Economy,” ch. 18
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Experience of God — By the Trinity

608

sub

�
F7	 �

stance

�
all

�
son

B �/F

�
three,

� �
inte

� �
are

�
mys

F

�� �
Fath

�� �
er,


 �
Son,What

�
and

B �

ry,

�� �
the

	
1.

�
it,

Cm
 �
In

�
per

E �

�
Spir

�
be

�
To our

B �/F

�
all,

�
E �

�
en

�
Cm

ters

� �
the

�
thru

	
in

�
it

�
Spir

�
F7

�
one.

F7
 �
How ri

�
glo

�
4

� �� B �

this

	 �
God

�
our

�
be

�
ing

�
ous,
�
B �

�

�
Tri

�
has

�
E �

�
now

�
ri

�
une

B ��
GodSon!

�
B �


 �
be

�
come

F7

(C) The

Chorus

�
Gm7


 �
How

�
won

8

� �� �
our

Dm7

�
all!

F7


� �
How

�
gloder

�
ful!

�
Cm7

cel

�
ex

�
lent!

�
Cm/E �

haust!

�
Dm7

ex

�
How

�

Gm7

ous!

�
B �

How

��G
7/D



vel

��
F7

mar

��Cm7



F7

ous!

�
B �

di

�
Gift

�
This

����
12 �

B �E �B �7

�
we
�

E �

�
nev can

�
er

�
B ��

vine

�

2. How rich the source, the Father as the fountain, 

  And all this wealth He wants man to enjoy! 

O blessed fact, this vast exhaustless portion 

  Is now for us forever to employ! 
 

3. How wonderful, the Son is God’s expression 

  Come in the flesh to dwell with all mankind! 

Redemption’s work, how perfectly effective, 

  That sinners we with God might oneness find. 
 

4. The Spirit is the Son’s transfiguration 

  Come into us as life the full supply. 

Amazing fact, our spirit with the Spirit 

  Now mingles and in oneness joins thereby! 
 

5. How real it is that God is now the Spirit 

  For us to touch, experience day by day! 

Astounding fact, with God we are one spirit, 

  And differ not in life in any way! 
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Two

Living a Christian Life 
under the Government of God

Hymns: 21

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:17; 2:21-24; 4:17-19; 5:6

§ Day 1

I.	 The Epistles of 1 and 2 Peter are on the universal government 
of God:

A.	The subject of 1 Peter is the Christian life under the government of God, 
showing us the government of God especially in His dealings with His 
chosen people—1:2.

B.	The subject of 2 Peter is the divine provision and the divine government, 
showing us that as God is governing us, He supplies us with whatever we 
need—1:1-4; 3:13.

C.	God governs by judging; the judgment of God is for the carrying out of His 
government—1 Pet. 1:17; 4:17:

1.	Because 1 and 2 Peter are concerned with the government of God, in these 
Epistles the judgment of God and of the Lord is referred to repeatedly as one 
of the essential items—1 Pet. 2:23; 4:5-6, 17; 2 Pet. 2:3-4, 9; 3:7.

2.	Through various kinds of judgments, the Lord God will clear up the entire 
universe and purify it so that He may have a new heaven and a new earth for 
a new universe filled with His righteousness for His delight—v. 13.
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§ Day 2
D.	The judgment in 1 Peter 1:17, which is carried out by the Father, is not the 

future judgment but is the present, daily judgment of God's governmental 
dealings with His children:

1.	The Father has regenerated us to produce a holy family—a holy Father with 
holy children—vv. 3, 15, 17.

2.	As holy children, we should walk in a holy manner of life (vv. 15-16); 
otherwise, in His government God the Father will become the Judge and will 
deal with our unholiness (4:15-17; Heb. 12:9-10).

E.	The disciplinary judgment in the government of God begins from the 
house of God—1 Pet. 4:17:

1.	God judges everything that does not match His government; therefore, in this 
age we, the children of God, are under the daily judgment of God—1:17.

§ Day 3
2.	God uses fiery ordeals to deal with the believers in the judgment of His 

governmental administration, which begins from His own house—4:12, 17.

3.	The purpose of this judgment is that we would live according to God in the 
spirit—v. 6.

II.	 The preciousness of Peter's writings is that he combines 
the Christian life and God's government, revealing that the 
Christian life and the government of God go together as a 
pair—1 Pet. 1:17; 2:21, 24; 3:15; 4:17; 5:5-8:

A.	The Triune God has passed through a long process in Christ and has 
become the life-giving Spirit to indwell us; this is for our Christian life—
John 1:14; 14:17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17.

B.	At the same time, the Triune God is still the Creator of the universe and its 



Ł   2 Ŧ  3 2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 2 Outline - Page 3

╦ 19ɼ

Ҏ ᴂ ה Ї Ї ҿ
Їᵜ ᴂד ŀŀ ҅12љ13ЇҎ3Ї

5љ 6Ї ֒ 17Е

Űş ɷɷ ŰŶ̢

űş

ɷɷ ű ŰŶ Ŵ Ŷ̢

Ǿ ǿ

 Ӏ ҏ Ї ҅
Ґ ҿָ Ї ҙ ҅⅓ғ ῗ
Ԑ֢ ŀŀ ῏ 38Ї ╦ԑ
21 љ 23Е

҅ Ӏ ҅⅓ ᴺ Ї֢ ᵣ
῎ӎ ≡ ῎ӎӐ Їᶕ

ה Ж Ḫ ῎ӎ ҅ᵣЇ ŀŀ
23 ɼ

ԑ ҿָ Ї Ṩ ғ Ї
ғ ҅Ї ҙ ŀŀ ῏ 7Ї

֒ 4ɼ

 ᴂ Ḫ ᾟ Ї
҅ Ґ ŀŀ Ҏ

15Ї҅12љ 13Ї ╦ 13љ 19Ї֒6љ8Е

҅ ӫḪ Ї ᶕ ᴂ Ṩ
ŀŀמ ╦҅ 6 љ 8Їԑ 3 љ 4Ї

19Ї21љ25ЇҎ18Ї22Ї 1Ї15љ16Ї֒ 8љ9ɼ

ԑ ᴂ ҲЇ ₧ ⌡ Ԑҿ

Ruler—1 Pet. 4:19.
C.	Although we have been born of God to have a spiritual life and to be a new 

creation, we are still in the old creation—John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; 2 Cor. 
5:17:

1.	For this reason, we need God's governmental dealings—1 Pet. 1:17.

2.	In order for the Christian life to grow, we need the discipline of God's 
government—2:2; 4:17; 2 Pet. 1:5-7.

§ Day 4

III.	When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived a human 
life that was absolutely under the government of God, 
and He committed everything related to Him to God's 
government—John 6:38; 1 Pet. 2:21-23:

A.	The Lord kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who 
judges righteously in His government, the righteous God, to whom He 
submitted Himself; He put His trust in this righteous One, recognizing His 
government—v. 23.

B.	When God counseled Christ as a man, Christ's inward parts were one with 
God and instructed Him through His contact with God—Psa. 16:7; Isa. 
50:4.

IV.	 As believers in Christ and children of God, we should live 
a Christian life under the government of God—John 3:15; 
1:12-13; 1 Pet. 4:13-19; 5:6-8:

A.	The Epistles of Peter reveal the Christ who enables us to take God's 
governmental dealings administered through sufferings—1 Pet. 1:6-8; 
2:3-4, 19, 21-25; 3:18, 22; 4:1, 15-16; 5:8-9.

B.	We should pass the time of our sojourning in holy fear, that is, in a 
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healthy, serious caution that leads us to be holy in all our manner of life—
1:15, 17.

§ Day 5
C.	We should be humbled under the mighty hand of God, which carries out 

the government of God—5:6:
1.	In verse 6 the mighty hand of God refers to God's administrating hand seen 

especially in His judgment—1:17; 4:17.

2.	To be humbled under God's mighty hand is to be made humble by God; 
however, we must cooperate with God's operation and be willing to be made 
humble, lowly, under His mighty hand—5:6.

§ Day 6
D.	We should commit our souls to the faithful Creator—4:19:

1.	God can preserve our soul, and His loving and faithful care accompanies His 
justice in His governmental administration.

2.	While God judges us in His government, He cares for us faithfully in His love; 
as we are suffering His disciplinary judgment, we should commit our souls to 
the faithful care of our Creator—Matt. 10:28; 11:28-29.

E.	In the death of Christ we have died to sins so that in the resurrection of 
Christ we might live to righteousness under God's government—1 Pet. 
2:24:

1.	God's government is established upon righteousness (Psa. 89:14a); as God's 
people living under His government, we must live a righteous life.

2.	The expression live to righteousness is related to the fulfilling of God's 
governmental requirements—1 Pet. 2:24:

a.	We were saved so that we might live rightly under the government of God, 
that is, in a way that matches the righteous requirements of His government.
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b.	In Christ's death we have been separated from sins, and in His 
resurrection we have been enlivened so that in our Christian life we 
might live spontaneously to righteousness under the government of 
God—Rom. 6:8, 10-11, 18; Eph. 2:6; John 14:19; 2 Tim. 2:11.
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WEEK 2 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 4:17 For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; 

of God?

God and of Jesus our Lord.

In his two Epistles Peter is on the subject of God’s universal government…
As we know, Matthew is on the kingdom. Do not think that the government and 
the kingdom are identical. No, the kingdom is one thing, and the government 
is another. A country or nation has a government. The government, however, 
is not the nation; rather, the government is the administrative center of the 
nation. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 8)

Today’s Reading

Although Matthew presents the kingdom, the government is not found in 
that book. The government of God is in the writings of Peter. Mark presents 
service; Luke, salvation; and John, life. Thus, in the four Gospels we have the 
kingdom, service, salvation, and life. But we do not have the divine government. 
In his Epistles Peter makes up this lack by showing us God’s universal 
government.

God governs by judging. This is the way God carries out His government. As 
an elderly man who has some knowledge of world history both by study and 
observation, I can testify that I bow before God. He is the governing One, and 
He governs by judging. God has judged Hitler, Stalin, and other evildoers. On 
the one hand, to some extent, God tolerated them in doing certain things that 
served His purpose…Nevertheless, God judged them.
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In 1 and 2 Peter we have a record of God’s judgment. God judged the earth by means 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÕÇÅȢ ,ÁÔÅÒȟ (Å ÊÕÄÇÅÄ 3ÏÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÍÏÒÒÁÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
judgment also includes the judgment upon the children of Israel in the wilderness. 
During their years of wandering, the children of Israel experienced God’s judgment 
again and again. With the exception of Joshua and Caleb, all of those who came out 
of Egypt, including Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, died in the wilderness under God’s 
judgment. Furthermore, the Bible says that thousands of the disobedient ones were 
strewn by God in the wilderness. That was God’s judgment. We should not think that 
God judges only evildoers such as Hitler and Stalin. God also judges His own people. 
According to 1 Peter 4:17, God’s governing judgment begins from His own household.

The purpose of God’s governing judgment [is] to clear up His universe…God 
will not live or dwell in a place that is unclean. Thus, God is cleansing, purifying, 
ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ &ÉÒÓÔȟ (Å ÐÕÒÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓȟ (ÉÓ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÆ (ÉÓ 
cleaning work. Do you not sometimes say to yourself, “Why is it that the more 
) ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ) ÈÁÖÅȩ -Ù ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÒÅ ПÌÏÕÒÉÓÈÉÎÇȠ 
they are doing very well. But my situation seems to get worse and worse.” Some 
saints have problems with their health; others are disappointed with their 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ (ÉÓ 
own household. You and I are under God’s judgment.

4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï %ÐÉÓÔÌÅÓ ÏÆ 0ÅÔÅÒ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔȟ ×ÁÓ 
that the dispersed Jewish believers were suffering persecution. They were 
ÕÎÄÅÒÇÏÉÎÇ Á ПÉÅÒÙ ÔÒÉÁÌȢ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á 
furnace. Because the believers were troubled and perhaps doubting, Peter 
wrote to instruct them and also to comfort them. In 1 Peter 5:10 he says, “The 
God of all grace, He who has called you into His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered a little while, will Himself perfect, establish, strengthen, 
and ground you.” Here Peter seems to be telling the believers that there is no 
need for them to doubt, for God is perfecting them…Peter wrote to comfort the 
suffering, persecuted saints, showing them that all of them were under God’s 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÕÐÏÎ (ÉÓ Ï×Î ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 
(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 9-11)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 1
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WEEK 2 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

7Å ÁÒÅ ÈÏÌÙ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ 
This is based on regeneration, which brings us the holy nature of God and 
issues in a holy life. We ourselves need to be holy. This is not merely a matter 
of wearing a certain kind of clothing or of not wearing makeup. That concept of 
holiness is too outward. Our being, our disposition, our entire person, should 
be holy. This is for us to be holy in all our manner of life. God’s people should be 
holy because God Himself is holy.

The Holy One, who as the Father has called us, has regenerated us to 
produce a holy family—a holy Father with holy children. As holy children, we 
should walk in a holy manner of life…He begot us with life inwardly that we 
might have His holy nature. He disciplines us with judgment outwardly that 
we may partake of His holiness (Heb. 12:9-10). His judgment is according to 
our work, our conduct, without respect of persons…If we call Him our Father, 
we also should fear Him as our Judge and live a holy life in fear. (Life-study of 1 
Peter, pp. 91-92)

Today’s Reading

)Î ρ 0ÅÔÅÒ ρȡρχ 0ÅÔÅÒ ȰÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÌȣ4ÈÅ 
thing spoken of here is the daily judgment of God’s government in this world, 
exercised with regard to His children…” (Darby). This is God’s judgment on His 
own household (4:17).
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҈ ЇŅ ҿ Ṣ└ԋЇ ≡
ה ɼ ᾨה ᴂ Ї ҒḪה

ָЇ ᵫ Кņ ╦ӫ ⌡
Ӑָ ҏЇמ ₴ ɼלᴂ
Ҳ Ї ᴂל≡ ₧ṨЇ

ᶕלᴂ ɻ ‰ЇהҒḪ ָҲ ⌡₴ Ї
Ғ ᴂל ҅ ɼ Ї ≡Ї

ה ЇҒ ҅ ҩ ᵲ Їӈ
҅ Ғ └Ӏ ɼ

҈ Ӥ ָ ɼ Ḫ
ᴰɼЃԑ 5Ї Ҏ 6Ї ╦Ҏ 15Ї ԑ

19ɼЄ ה Ї ЇṨ
ᾟ ≡Ї Їᶕ

Ї Ї ≡ ֙ҒḪה
Їװ ָɼ ҿԋ Ї

ӈ ӫ └ ɼЃ҅ 11ɼЄ

╦҅ ҈ Ї қҏ
ᾟ Ӑ ≡ɼň ≡Ғ

ָ ҏЇӈ ᾟ ҏɼň
ָӤ ЇŅ ᴂ

῝ ᾟ Ї Ӎ ≡К ᴂ Ї
ᴂЇ ῝ ᴂɼ ᵲ ≡ ᴂ

ԐКņň҅ Ї ӐҐ ᴂЇᶕ
ᴂ ӓ ӎ Ж ҅ Ї ≡ᴑᵫҒ

Ԑ ɼ Їװ қא ᴂḪ ӈ
≡ӐҐɼ

≡ ᴂ ֙ ᾟ ҏ Ї
ᴂ ҏ ɼ Їװ ≡Ғ Їӈ ᴂא

≡ɼӀ ֒ ԑ ԑ ≡Ї
╦ ҒḪ ≡ɼᵜ ≡ א

ᾟ ЃҒ ҒḪ Є ҏ ≡ɼЃ ╦ӫ Ї
҅҅҅ɻҎɔ ɻҎ҅ɔ Ҏ҅҅ɻҎԑҎ Ҏԑ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ҅ɻҎ ɼ

First Peter 4:17 says, “For it is time for the judgment to begin from the 
ÈÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȠ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ ПÉÒÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓȟ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÙ 
ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȩȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÓÈÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ 
relation to His dealings with His chosen people. The sufferings they undergo 
ÉÎ ПÉÅÒÙ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ (ÉÍ ÁÓ Á ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ 
ÂÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅÄȟ ÐÕÒÉПÉÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
same destiny as they. Hence, such disciplinary judgment begins from His own 
household, and it is not exercised just once or twice but is being carried out 
continuously until the Lord’s coming.

[God’s] house, or household, refers to the church, composed of the believers 
(2:5; Heb. 3:6; 1 Tim. 3:15; Eph. 2:19). From this house, as His own house, God 
begins His governmental administration by God’s disciplinary judgment over 
His own children, that He may have strong ground to judge, in His universal 
kingdom, those who are disobedient to His gospel and rebellious toward His 
government. This is for the establishing of His kingdom, which is covered in the 
second book (2 Pet. 1:11).

What we have in 1 Peter 1:17 is the daily judgment of God’s government in 
the world, a judgment that is exercised with regard to His children…The daily 
judgment of God is not exercised upon fallen sinners; instead, it is exercised 
upon God’s children. Those who oppose this teaching from the Word may say, 
Ȱ(Ï× ÉÓ ÉÔ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȩ 'ÏÄ 
is our Father, and He loves us and gives us grace. How could He do something 
ÔÏ ÊÕÄÇÅ ÕÓȩȱȣ/Î ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÈÁÎÄȟ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÇÒÁÃÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÉÔÓ (ÉÓ 
righteousness under His government. On the other hand, He judges anything 
that does not match His government. Therefore, in this age we the believers are 
under the daily judgment of God.

This kind of judgment is exercised upon us, the children of God, while we 
are passing the time of our sojourning on earth…The Lord’s word in John 
5:22 refers to eternal judgment, to the judgment of unbelievers at the great 
white throne. But the judgment here is the present judgment of God upon 
His children, not on unbelievers. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 92, 252, 257, 
268)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 11, 30
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ԑ Ɍ Ҏ

╦ 12љ13Ņְ Ї ҹ└ᵶᴂЇ
ҿ ᵶᴂЇҒ ҿװ Їᵒӓ
ԐЇṛ ᵶᴂ ⅎԓ ӕЇᶕ
ᵶᴂ ṢЇӤ װ ӕ ɼņ

╦ӫ └ Ґ ӫɼ
ᴂ Ї ɼԐ

ҏЇ ғ ɼҎ҅
ԋ Ї ԋ Їᵥ ᴂ ɼ

ҿ ᴂ ɼ ЇҎ҅ ד
∕ Ӏ Ὶ ɼ҅ Ї ᴂ

Ї ɼ ҅ Ї ᴂד ɼ
ҿ Ї ᴂ ɼמ ᴂ

Ї ɼЃ ╦ӫ
ЇҎҎ῏ ɼЄ

ᵲ Ї ԓל ғ

ɼň ᴂ ך ҩ ӫḪЇ ᴰ

Ԑҏ ɼňᵜ ל ᵲ

ҲЇ Ҫ └ ɼמ

Їװ ӫḪ Ї ᴂ

ғ ЇӤ ԑ ᵫ ɼ

╦ ԑ ň Ї Ї

‰ Ӑ ɼЃ ԑ҈ 21Ї ῏῏

10ɼЄň ҿḪ Їӈ ҅

ү װ ᴂל‰ ɼ

≡Ҳ Ḫמ Ї ≡ ה

WEEK 2 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

First Peter is a book on the Christian life under the government of God. 
It is easy for us to pay attention to the Christian life and to neglect God’s 
government. Actually, the Christian life and the government of God go together. 
The Triune God has passed through a long process and has become the life-
giving Spirit to indwell us. This is for our Christian life. At the same time, the 
Triune God is still the Creator of the universe and its ruler. On the one hand, 
we have been reborn to have a spiritual life, the divine life. On the other hand, 
we are still in the old creation. For this reason we need God’s governmental 
dealings. In order for the Christian life to grow, we need the discipline of God’s 
government. (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 278)

Today’s Reading

The preciousness of Peter’s writings is that he combines the Christian life 
and God’s government…If we would carefully read the two Epistles of Peter, we 
would see that Peter is quite deep in the matter of life…But at the same time, in 
his writings Peter gives a serious word regarding God’s governmental dealings 
with His regenerated people. Therefore, in the Epistles of Peter we need to see 
the Christian life and God’s government and also see how the two go together.

)Î ρ 0ÅÔÅÒ τȡρςȣÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ПÉÅÒÙ ÏÒÄÅÁÌȟ ÐÕÒÏÓÅÉȟ ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÂÕÒÎÉÎÇȟȱ 
signifying the burning of a smelting furnace for the purifying of gold and silver 
(Prov. 27:21; Psa. 66:10)…Peter considered the persecution that the believers 
suffered as such a burning furnace used by God to purify their life. This is 
God’s way to deal with the believers in the judgment of His governmental 
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ɼЃ ╦ 17љ19ɼЄ ╦ ԑ Ї

ғ ɼ Ḫ

ЇלᴂҒ ҿװ Ї └ ɻ

ɼ ӈ ҅ ɻ ɼ

ԑ Їא Ӏ

ᵲ Їӈ ҿ ɼ

Ї ‰ ᴂ ɼ ᴂ

ᵲ ɼ Ї ᴂד ҅֙ ɼ Їװ

ᴂ ‰ɼň ҿ Ї ᴂ Ї

ɼň Ԑ ᴂҒ ɻ ɻ

ɼň қא ᴂ ɼ Ї Ғ

ᴂ ɼ ᴂ қ Ї

ᵜ ᴂ қא ɼ

Ҏ ЇŅṛ ᵶᴂ ⅎԓ

ӕЇᶕᵶᴂ ṢЇ

Ӥ װ ӕ ɼņ ҅ ЇṨ

‰ ᴂЇᵜ ЇṨ

Ї ᴂ ⅎԓ ɼň ҿ ᴂ

Ḫ Ї Ї Ї Ї

үқשҲ Їқ ᴂɼ үқש

ҐЇҿ ЇҒḪ Ḫ

ָɼ Ї ҿ

ɼᶡ Ї ᵣ ᾤӤ ᴰ Жᵜ

ҿל Ḫ Ї Ї Їל ԐҟӤ

Ԛ ЇלӤ ᴰɼԐ ҏЇל

ɼ ɼ ֙ҿ

Ї ҿ ɼЃ ╦ӫ

ЇҎҎ῏ ҎҎ҈ɻԑӢ҈ ԑӢӢ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ԑ ῍ɻҎ ҅ ɼ

administration, which begins from His own house (1 Pet. 4:17-19). The Greek 
word for strange in verse 12 is xenizo, the same as the word used in verse 
4. Fiery persecution is common to the believers. They should not think it is 
strange or alien to them, and they should not be surprised and astonished by it. 
This persecution is a trial, a testing.

Peter’s use of the metaphor of a burning furnace in verse 12 indicates 
that today the Lord is using persecutions and trials as a furnace to serve a 
positive purpose. The positive purpose served by persecution and trial is the 
ÐÕÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȢ 7Å ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÌÖÅÒȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×Å ÓÔÉÌÌ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÄÒÏÓÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÐÕÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȣ!Ó #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓȟ 
×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ПÉÅÒÙ ÏÒÄÅÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎȣ3ÕÃÈ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅȟ 
alien, foreign, to us…It is our destiny to suffer in this age. Of course, this is not 
our eternal destiny. God has not destined us to suffer in eternity, but He surely 
has destined us to suffer in this age.

In verse 13 Peter continues, “But inasmuch as you share in the sufferings 
of Christ, rejoice, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice 
ÅØÕÌÔÉÎÇÌÙȢȱ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÐÅÒÓÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÔÒÉÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÕÒÉПÉÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÂÕÒÎÉÎÇȟ 
ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÈ Á ПÉÅÒÙ ÏÒÄÅÁÌȟ ×Å ÓÈÁÒÅȟ 
participate, in the sufferings of Christ…Because we believe in Christ, love 
Christ, live Christ, bear testimony to Christ, witnessing of Him in this age, the 
world rises up against us. This age is under the hand of the evil one, and for 
this reason unbelieving ones persecute those who believe in Christ and witness 
of Him. In the sight of God this kind of suffering is regarded as the sufferings 
of Christ. For example, a certain brother may have had the opportunity to 
become rich. But because he believes in Christ, loves Christ, and follows Christ, 
his business may suffer, and he may lose the opportunity to become wealthy. 
Actually, he may even be in poverty. This kind of poverty is the suffering of 
Christ. Those sufferings that are for Christ are counted by God as the sufferings 
of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 278-279, 247-248)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 28, 31
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ԑ Ɍ

╦ԑ 21 љ 23Ņᵶᴂ ҿ Ї
Ӥҿᵶᴂ Ї ᵶᴂ Ґ Ї ᵶᴂ

Ж Ї Ӥ Ғ└ Ж
Ғ Ї Ғ Ї ҅⅓֢
῎ӎ ≡ ɼņ

╦ԑ ԑ Ҏ ňŅ҅⅓ņ Ӏ ҅⅓
ɼӀ ҅⅓ ᴺ Ї֢ ᵣ

῎ӎ ≡ ῎ӎӐ Їᶕ ה ɼ
Ӏ ҏ ҿָ Ї ɼ

ᴂӥ Ї ᴂ Ԑ ֢ Ḫ ɻ
Ӏɼᵶ ЇŅ ҅⅓֢ ῎ӎ ≡ ņ

ӍКň ᴂ Ї ᴂ ɻ
ɻ ᴶ ɼ ᶕ ᴂҒᴰ

ɼ Їװ ᴂ ԑ Ҏ
ЇӤ Ὶ ҿ Ї ῇ

ӎɼЃ ╦ӫ Їԑԑɔ ԑԑ҅ ɼЄ

Ӏ ҏ Ї ҅⅓֢ ῎ӎ ≡
҅ᵣɼ Ғᵜ Ӏ ҅ ᵲ ᴂ

ЇӤ ҅ Ґ ɼ
ҐЇ ҅⅓ғ ῗ Ԑ

֢ ≡ɼ

╦҅ ҈ ⱷ ᴂЇ ᴂ
ҲЇ ₧ Ԑҿָɼ ҅ ⌡ Ї

ԑ ԑ Ņ ņЖ ằ ɻ

WEEK 2 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

In 1 Peter 2:23…according to the usage of the verb kept committing in Greek, all 
needs to be inserted here as its object. This word refers to all the sufferings of the 
Lord. He kept committing all His insults and injuries to Him who judges righteously in 
His government, to the righteous God, to whom He submitted Himself. This indicates 
that the Lord recognized God’s government while He was living a human life on earth.

We are accustomed to saying that we commit things to the Lord who is 
faithful or merciful or kind. Have you ever said, “I commit everything to God 
×ÈÏ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÌÙȱȩȣ4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÁÙ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ 
prayer, expression, and utterance are still too traditional. This keeps us from 
applying many of the thoughts and utterances in the pure Word. Therefore, in 
reading a verse such as 2:23, we may take it for granted and fail to get into the 
real meaning. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 185-186)

Today’s Reading

While the Lord Jesus was on earth suffering, He kept committing all to the 
One who judges righteously. This brief word indicates not only that the Lord 
lived a life that was a model for us but also that He lived a life absolutely under 
God’s government. He Himself was always under the government of God, and 
He committed everything related to Him to God’s judgment.

In 1 Peter 1:17 Peter urges us to pass the time of our sojourning in 
fear. This is a holy fear, as in Philippians 2:12. It refers to a healthy, serious 
caution that leads us to behave holily. The words pass the time include every 
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Ї ᴂҿָ ⌡ɼňŅ ņ ᴂ
҅ⅎ ɼň₉ ╦ ꜘ ҅֙

ɼῚҲ ָ֙ Ї Ӎ
Ԑɼ ЇŅҒЇ Ғᴰ ɼň ҿᵶᴂ ԋ
Ї ᵶᴂ Жᵜ Ғᴰ ɼņ

Ї ҅ ҅֙ Ғ ₧
Ԑҿָɼň ᴂ ҅ⅎ Ї

Ҳɼ ғ ⌡ Ԑҿָ ῗɼ ᴂ҅⅓ Ԑҿ
ָҏЇ ᴂ ҿ Їғқ ⅎ⌡ɼ

╦҅ ῍ Ӣ Їҿ־Ӎ ᴂ
ᴂ ҲЇ₧ ԐҿָЕŅ ᵶ

ᴂ Ї ᵶᴂ ᴶ ЇҒ
Їӈ Ї

Ӑ ɼņҿ־Ӎ ᴂ ᴂ
ҲЇ₧ ԐҿָК ҿ ᴂ Ї

ᴂ ɼ ҿ ᴂ Ї א
ᴂ ᴂ ҲЇ₧ Ԑҿָɼ

ӈ Ї ⌡ Ԑҿָ ɻ
֥ ₴ ɼ

Ḧ ᴂЇ ᴂ
א қשɼ Ї ᴂЇ

ᴂ ɼ қ ӕ
ӵ қ Їӈ ɼ Ӥ ғ
ᴂӵҡ ῗɼ ֙ ӵҡ ɼ

ᴂ └ ῎ Ї ᶕҒӵ־ӍЇ Ӥ
└ ɼᵶᴂҒ ᵶᴂ ӍКᵶᴂ ɻ
῎Ӏɼᵶᴂ ᾟ ЇҒ └ ῎ ɼ
ӐЇᵶᴂ ӵҡ ЇӤ ɻ ɼ
ӈ ᵲҿᶡ Ї ᵫ

ɼЃ ╦ӫ Їԑԑ҅ɻ
҅҅ԑ ҅҅Ҏ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ҅ɻԑ ҅ ɼ

minute of our daily life. Years ago I visited some saints in Las Vegas. Some of 
them suggested that I visit a gambling casino just to see what it was like. I 
replied, “No, I will not go…Because you have invited me, I am now here with 
you. But I will not go to see a gambling casino.” If I had gone to such a place, 
then a certain amount of time that day would not have been passed in fear. 
Every minute of our sojourning must be in fear. This is related to the holy 
manner of life. In all our manner of life we need to be holy, separated from 
the world.

First Peter 1:18 and 19 explain why we should pass the time of our 
sojourning in fear: “Knowing that it was not with corruptible things, with 
silver or gold, that you were redeemed from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers, but with precious blood, as of a Lamb 
without blemish and without spot, the blood of Christ.” Why should we pass 
ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÊÏÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÆÅÁÒȩ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ 
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. It is because we know this that 
we now pass the time of our sojourning in fear. The point here is that the 
holy manner of life should issue out from the dear and precious redemption 
of Christ.

Paul tells us that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of sin and from 
this evil age. Peter, however, tells us that Christ has redeemed us from the 
vain manner of life. It is vain to indulge in worldly entertainments or to 
purchase worldly clothing. The vain manner of life may also be related to 
the way we do our shopping. Some sisters very much like to go shopping. 
Every week they go to the department store at least to look around, even 
ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÙ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ $Ï ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÏ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅȩ 9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÎÓ 
and daughters of the King. As children of the King, you should not go to 
a department store in a light way. On the contrary, you should be stately 
ÁÎÄ ÄÉÇÎÉПÉÅÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇȢ ) ÕÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
redeemed in a practical way from the vain manner of life. (Life-study of 1 
Peter, pp. 186, 93-94)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 11, 21
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ԑ Ɍ ֒

╦֒ 5 љ 6Ņ Ї Ї ה Жᵶ
ᴂᴭָ ЇӤ װ Ї ҿ
ἄ ָЇ ָɼ ᵶᴂװ Ї

ҐЇᶕ └ԋ ṢЇ װ ᵶᴂ ɼņ

ᴰ үָЇ Ї װ ɼ
╦҅ Ҏ ᴂЇ ҏ ᴂ
Їᵜ ל ᴂῊָ ɼ

Ņ ņЇ ׄ ҅ Ї
Ԑ װ Ӑ Ї ᵲ Ї

Ԑ ҏ ҿ ɼ ₴ԓ
Ї Ӏ ᵫװ Ї

Ї ⌡ ɼЃ Ҏ4љ7ɼЄЃ
╦ӫ ЇҎ֒῏ ɼЄ

Ї Ғᵜ ἄ ָЇӤ
ָɼҪ Ї ῝ Ҏ҅ ᵲ ᶱ
Ї Ḫ ɼňḪ √
῝Їᵜ ῝ ᴂל Їᶕלᴂ ⅎԓ

Ὴ ῝ɼ ῝ ╦֒ Ὴ
῝Їӈ ҵ ᶱ ЇӤ Ҏ҅

ᶱ └ ᴂ ɼЃ Ҏ 14Ї ԑ 9ɼЄ
ᵲ ῝Ї ᵲ ᶱ Ḫ ɼ

╦֒ ֒ Ņ ņЇ Ӥ Ї
ғ ҅ ԑ Ӣ Ї Ӏ ЇŅ

ɼņň ᴂҒ Ӄ Ї ҅
ᶕ ɼ Ї ᴂ ᴰ Ҏ҅ ᵲ

WEEK 2 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Everyone in the church, including the elders, should gird himself with 
humility. In 1 Peter 1:13 Peter charges us to gird up the loins of our mind, but 
here [in 5:5] he indicates that our entire being needs to be girded.

The Greek word for gird here is derived from a noun meaning “a slave’s 
apron”; such an apron girded up the slave’s loose garments in the service. It is 
ÕÓÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÓ Á ПÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÅÃÈȟ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÓ Á ÖÉÒÔÕÅ 
ÉÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ПÉÇÕÒÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ 
girded Himself with a towel when He humbled Himself to wash the disciples’ 
feet, especially Peter’s (John 13:4-7). (Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 296)

Today’s Reading

Peter says that God not only resists the proud but gives grace to the 
humble. Strictly speaking, this grace refers to the Triune God Himself as 
the life supply being multiplied in the humble believer…The believers have 
received the initial grace, yet this grace needs to be multiplied in them that 
they may participate in all grace. The varied grace of God [1 Pet. 4:10], as the 
all grace in 5:10, is the rich supply of life, which is the Triune God ministered 
into us in many aspects (2 Cor. 13:14; 12:9). God gives Himself as grace, as life 
supply, to humble believers.

The Greek word for humble in 1 Peter 5:5 also means “lowly,” as in Matthew 
11:29, where the Lord Jesus said, “I am meek and lowly in heart.”…Instead of 
uplifting ourselves, we should always keep ourselves low. Then we will be in a 
position to receive the Triune God as our life supply. We will receive the grace 
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that God gives to humble believers.

The words be humbled [1 Pet. 5:6] are passive voice, indicating being 
made humble by God, mainly through sufferings in persecutions (v. 10). 
This, however, requires that we cooperate with God’s operation. We must be 
willing to be made humble, lowly, under the mighty hand of God. Hence, be 
humbled. We may say that humbled is passive, but be is active. While God is 
acting to operate on us, we need to take the initiative to be operated on by 
Him. To take the initiative is active; to be operated on is passive. This is our 
willingness to be under the hand of God, which is mighty to do everything 
for us.

Persecution may be used by God to humble us…When good things happen 
to us, we may become proud. But suffering or persecution may help us to be 
humble. For example, a brother may be humbled as a result of losing his job. A 
student may be humbled by receiving a lower grade than he expected.

We may also experience being humbled in our family life. If the children of 
a certain brother and sister are outstanding, the parents may become proud. 
"ÕÔ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÏÒ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÙȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ 
lowly. Likewise, if a young brother’s father has a very high position in his work, 
this brother may be proud…But suppose his father is a janitor with a very 
limited education. Knowing that his father has such a lowly position may cause 
this young brother to be lowly.

We cannot make ourselves humble. Rather, we need to be made humble by 
God [v. 6]. Nevertheless, God’s humbling of us requires our cooperation with 
God’s operation. This means that we must be willing to be made humble, lowly, 
under the mighty hand of God.

We may say that be humbled is active-passive: be is active, pointing to our 
initiative to be humbled, and humbled is passive, pointing to God’s operation to 
humble us. Although God’s hand is mighty to do whatever is necessary for us, 
His hand still needs our cooperation. God’s operation needs our cooperation. 
Therefore, we need to be humbled. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 297-298)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 33
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WEEK 2 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

The will of God here in 1 Peter 4:19 is that He wants us to suffer for Christ’s 
sake and has appointed us to this.

Literally commit here means “to give in charge as a deposit.”…When the 
believers suffer persecution in their body, especially as in martyrdom, they 
should commit their souls as a deposit to God, the faithful Creator, as the Lord 
committed His spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46). Persecution can damage only 
the bodies of the suffering believers, not their souls (Matt. 10:28)…They should 
cooperate with the Lord by their commitment in faith. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 
263-264)

Today’s Reading

Persecution is a suffering in the old creation. God as our Creator can 
preserve our soul, which He created for us. He has even numbered our hairs 
(Matt. 10:30). He is loving and faithful. His loving and faithful care (1 Pet. 
5:7) accompanies His justice in His governmental administration. While He is 
judging us, His household, in His government, His love cares for us faithfully. In 
suffering His just disciplinary judgment in our bodies, we should commit our 
souls to His faithful care.

Having died to sins [2:24] literally means “being away from sins.” When 
Christ bore up our sins on the cross and died, that death…terminated us, and this 
termination can keep us away from sin. The best way for people to be kept from 
sins or from sin is for them to be put to death…Peter speaks of being away from 
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sins; Paul speaks of the one who has died being free from sin. Through Christ’s 
death we can be kept away from sins so that we may live to righteousness.

The subjective aspect of the cross continues in our experience today by the 
Spirit. The life-giving Spirit is working within us continually to carry out the 
subjective aspect of Christ’s cross in our being. Daily we are undergoing the 
inward working of the cross of Christ, and daily we are being made alive so 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÍÁÙ ÌÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅ ÓÉÎÓȟ 
because through Christ’s death we are being kept away from sins. His death has 
drawn a separating line between us and sins. Being kept away from sins, now 
we are alive…We simply live, and this living always has an inclination toward 
righteousness. This is the experience of our Savior saving us daily.

When we call on the name of the Lord and have fellowship with Him, 
the life-giving Spirit operates within us. Spontaneously, we experience the 
subjective working of the cross to make a separation between us and sins so 
that we automatically live to righteousness.

Now we need to ask why Peter uses the expression live to righteousness 
ɍÖȢ ςτɎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 
Actually, God’s government requires just one thing—righteousness…In 1 
Peter 2:23 we see that the Lord Jesus continually committed all to the One 
who judges righteously. Then in verse 24 Peter indicates that we should live 
to righteousness. Peter’s concept here is governmental; righteousness is a 
matter of God’s government. We have been saved by our Savior to live a life that 
matches the righteous requirements of God’s government.

God is righteous, and His government is established upon righteousness. 
Psalm 89:14 says that righteousness is the foundation of God’s throne. 
Therefore, as God’s people living under His government, we must have a 
righteous life…But because in ourselves we are not able to live this kind of 
ÌÉÆÅȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÖÉÏÒ ÓÁÖÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓȟ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ 
righteous requirements of God’s government. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 264, 
188-190)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 21, 29
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2. O holy Father, righteous One, 

Thy righteousness upholds Thy throne, 

    ’Tis a foundation sure. 

’Tis through this righteousness of Thine 

That reigns in Christ the grace divine, 

    And peace we thus secure. 
 

3. Thy righteousness has caused Thy Son 

To die for us that we be won, 

    Redemption thus was bought; 

Thy righteousness has justified 

When Christ’s redemption was applied, 

    Salvation thus was wrought. 
 

4. That Thou might show Thy righteousness, 

With Thy forgiveness Thou didst bless 

    Men in the ancient age; 

For Thee Thy righteousness to show, 

Remission Thou dost now bestow 

    On sinners in this age. 

 

5. All people Thou wilt judge one day, 

Thy righteousness to all display 

    By Christ, Thy Son, our Lord; 

Yet fast we’ll stand, for none can move, 

Thy righteousness we’ll ever prove, 

    With grace Thou wilt afford. 
 

6. With justice is Thy kingdom filled, 

And peace upon it Thou dost build 

    With all in harmony; 

In the new heaven and new earth 

Thy righteousness will be their worth, 

    As promised, God, by Thee. 
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ԋ  ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Three

Life and Building in Peter’s Epistles

Hymns: 1242

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:8; 2:1-5, 9; 2 Pet. 1:3-4

§ Day 1

I.	 The central thought of Peter's Epistles and of the entire 
Scripture is life and building—1 Pet. 1:23; 2:2-5; 2 Pet. 
1:3-4:

A.	Life is the Triune God embodied in Christ and realized as the Spirit 
dispensing Himself into us for our enjoyment, and building is the 
church, the Body of Christ, God's spiritual house, as the enlargement and 
expansion of God for the corporate expression of God—Gen. 2:8-9, 22; 
Matt. 16:18; Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:16.

B.	Christ as the seed of life is the power of life within us that has granted to 
us all things which relate to life and godliness for the building up of the 
church as the rich surplus of life and the expression of life through the 
growth and development of life—2 Pet. 1:3-4; cf. Acts 3:15; Hymns, #203, 
stanza 4.

§ Day 2

II.	 God's goal is to have a spiritual house built up with living 
stones—1 Pet. 2:5:
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A.	As life to us, Christ is the incorruptible seed; for God's building, He is the 
living stone—1:23; 2:4.

B.	At Peter's conversion the Lord gave him a new name, Peter—a stone (John 
1:42); when Peter received the revelation concerning Christ, the Lord 
revealed further that He was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:18); by these 
two incidents Peter received the impression that both Christ and His 
believers are living stones for God's building (1 Pet. 2:4-8; Acts 4:11; Isa. 
28:16; Zech. 4:7).

C.	We, the believers in Christ, are living stones as the duplication of 
Christ through regeneration and transformation; we were created 
of clay (Rom. 9:21), but at regeneration we received the seed of the 
divine life, which by its growing in us transforms us into living stones 
(1 Pet. 2:5).

§ Day 3

III.	Since God's building is living, it is growing; the actual 
building up of the church as the house of God is by the 
believers' growth in life—Eph. 2:21:

A.	In order to grow in life for God's building, we must love the Lord, take 
heed to our spirit, and guard our heart with all vigilance to stay on the 
pathway of life—1 Pet. 1:8; 2:2, 5; 3:4, 15; Prov. 4:18-23; Deut. 10:12; 
Mark 12:30.

B.	If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience 
the breaking of the cross, the killing death of Christ in the all-inclusive 
Spirit of Christ as the Spirit of glory, so that the following obstacles 
within us can be dealt with and removed—1 Pet. 1:11; 4:14; Psa. 
139:23-24:

1.	Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim; the 
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obstacle to this is not knowing the pathway of life and not taking Christ as 
our life—Matt. 7:13-14; Phil. 3:8-14; Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:28-29.

2.	The second obstacle is hypocrisy; a person's spirituality is not determined by 
outward appearance but by how he takes care of Christ—Matt. 6:1-6; 15:7-8; 
John 5:44; 12:42-43; cf. Josh. 7:21.

3.	The third obstacle is rebellion; we may be very active and zealous in 
doing things but still imprison and disobey the living Christ within us 
by ignoring Him—Lev. 14:9, 14-18; 11:1-2, 46-47; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 
15:33.

4.	The fourth obstacle is our natural capabilities; if these natural capabilities 
remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's life—2:14-15; 
3:12, 16-17; Jude 19; cf. Lev. 10:1-2.

§ Day 4
C.	In order to grow in life for God's building, we must put away "all malice 

and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings"—1 Pet. 
2:1.

D.	In order to grow in life for God's building, we must be nourished with the 
guileless milk of God's word—v. 2:

1.	The guileless milk is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man 
through the understanding of our rational mind and is assimilated by our 
mental faculties—Rom. 8:6; cf. Deut. 11:18.

2.	Although the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul through the mind, it 
eventually nourishes the spirit, making us not soulish but spiritual, suitable 
for being built up as a spiritual house of God—cf. 1 Cor. 2:15.

3.	In order to enjoy the milk of the word, to taste God with His goodness 
in the word, we must receive His word by means of all prayer and 
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muse on His word—1 Pet. 2:3; Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15, 23, 48, 78, 
99, 148:

a.	To muse on the word is to taste and enjoy it through careful 
considering—1 Pet. 2:2-3; Psa. 119:103.

b.	Prayer, speaking to oneself, and praising the Lord may also be included 
in musing on the word; to muse on the word is to "chew the cud," to 
receive the word of God through much reconsideration—Lev. 11:3.

4.	By feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk in the word, we grow unto full 
salvation, unto maturity through transformation for glorification; salvation in 
1 Peter 2:2 is a matter of transformation for God's building.

5.	We enjoy the "milk-Christ" to nourish us so that we may be transformed 
with Him as the "stone-Christ" and be built up as the "Body-Christ," as God's 
spiritual house into a holy priesthood—vv. 2-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13.

§ Day 5

IV.	 The holy priesthood, the coordinated body of priests, is the 
built-up spiritual house; God wants a spiritual house for His 
dwelling and a priestly body, a corporate priesthood, for His 
service—1 Pet. 2:5; Exo. 19:5-6:

A.	We are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
acquired for a possession" (1 Pet. 2:9)—chosen race denotes our 
descent from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our 
being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our 
preciousness to God.

B.	Our corporate priestly service is to tell out as the gospel the virtues of the 
One who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (v. 9) so 
that we may "offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
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Christ" (v. 5b); these spiritual sacrifices are:
1.	Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices of the Old Testament types, such as 

the burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering, and trespass 
offering—Lev. 1—5.

2.	The sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ—
Rom. 15:16.

3.	Our body, our praises, and the things we do for God—12:1; Heb. 13:15-16; 
Phil. 4:18.

§ Day 6
C.	All our priestly service to the Lord must originate from Him as "the 

God of measure" and not from ourselves; all our priestly service must 
be according to His leading and His limitation, as we allow His death to 
operate in us, so that His resurrection life can be imparted through us 
into others—2 Cor. 10:13; John 12:24; 21:15-22; 2 Sam. 7:18, 25, 27; Luke 
1:37-38; Hymns, #907.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:3-4 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things 
which relate to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him 
who has called us by His own glory and virtue, through which He has 
granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these 
you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world by lust.

The matter of life and its issue, which is the building,…is actually the theme 
of the whole New Testament. Life is simply the Triune God, who, after passing 
through a lengthy process, became the Spirit of life…The building is the church, 
the Body of Christ. This building comes out of life. The church is the issue of the 
divine life.

Once we receive this life,…it begins to grow within us, to saturate us, to 
transform us, and to build us together as God’s dwelling place. In this age His 
dwelling place is the church; in the eternal age it is the New Jerusalem. The 
dwelling place is the issue of God’s being life to us. As His life within us grows, 
we are transformed; the purpose of this transformation is the building up of 
God’s dwelling place. Growth, transformation, and building are the crucial 
points in the New Testament. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Completing Ministry of 
Paul,” p. 203)

God wants us to express Him…Our created life cannot express God. In 
order to express God, we must have the life of God. This life is the divine 
life, the eternal life. Actually, this life is the Triune God embodied in Christ, 
who is realized as the life-giving Spirit. (Life-study of Deuteronomy, p. 
150)

Today’s Reading

God has…given us the marvelous and mysterious divine power. God as the 
divine power passed through creation, redemption, and resurrection to become 
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the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b)…The visible things of the creation came 
into being through God’s divine power. Redemption was also accomplished 
by God’s divine power. The one man Jesus could die on behalf of all men to 
accomplish an eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12) because of the divine power. 
Today as the life-giving Spirit, He offers Himself to us as the divine power in 
resurrection. When we receive the Lord Jesus, the very Triune God enters into 
us as life in resurrection, [which] is the divine power.

The divine power in 2 Peter 1:3 is the power of the divine life, and this 
divine life power has given us all things that relate to life and godliness. The 
things that relate to life are inexhaustible. They include the law of life (Rom. 8:2; 
Heb. 8:10), humility, wisdom, rejoicing, love, joy, hope, submission, goodness, 
meekness, kindness, long-suffering, and peace. Everything related to life has 
been given to us. The life power within the seed of a certain plant includes 
everything related to the plant. The life power within the seed includes the 
ÓÔÅÍȟ ÂÒÁÎÃÈÅÓȟ ÌÅÁÖÅÓȟ ÂÌÏÓÓÏÍÓȟ ПÌÏ×ÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÔȢ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
power of the divine life as the seed in us are all the things necessary for the 
growth of the divine life. In the divine power are virtues such as love, patience, 
humility, kindness, and long-suffering. The divine power, the power of life, 
includes all things needed not only for life inwardly but also for godliness 
outwardly.

[Another] category of great things given to us by God is the precious 
and exceedingly great promises. The promises in 2 Peter 1:4 are mainly 
related to our spiritual life. These are promises for the inner life and 
the outward expression of life. One such promise is in Ephesians 3:20…
This promise to do above all that we ask or think is not concerning the 
material things of the present life but concerning the spiritual things for 
the church life. The Lord is going to do superabundantly above all that 
we ask or think for the church life, according to the inner working power 
that operates in us. Other precious and exceedingly great promises are 
in Matthew 28:20; John 6:57; 7:38-39; 10:28-29; 14:19-20, 23; 15:5; 
and 16:13-15. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the 
Scriptures,” pp. 512-513)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the 
Scriptures,” ch. 16
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being built 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

A living stone is one that not only possesses life but also grows in life. This 
is Christ for God’s building. [In 1 Peter 2:4-5] Peter changed his metaphor 
from a seed, which is of the vegetable life (1:23-24), to a stone, which is of the 
minerals. The seed is for life-planting; the stone is for building (2:5)…As life to 
us, Christ is the seed; for God’s building, He is the stone. After receiving Him 
as the seed of life, we need to grow that we may experience Him as the stone 
living in us. Thus He will make us also living stones, transformed with His 
stone nature, that we may be built together with others as a spiritual house 
upon Him as both the foundation and the cornerstone (Isa. 28:16). (1 Pet. 2:4, 
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like Christ, through 
regeneration and transformation. We were created of clay (Rom. 9:21). But at 
regeneration we received the seed of the divine life, which by its growing in 
us, transforms us into living stones. At Peter’s conversion the Lord gave him 
a new name, Peter—a stone (John 1:42). When Peter received the revelation 
concerning Christ, the Lord revealed further that He also was the rock—a 
stone (Matt. 16:16-18)…Both Christ and His believers are stones for God’s 
building.

By our natural birth we are clay, not stones…Man was made from the 
dust of the ground [Gen. 2:7]. Romans 9 reveals that we are vessels of clay. 
How, then, can we become stones? We become stones through the process of 
transformation.
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7ÈÅÎ 0ÅÔÅÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÅÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÉÍÏÎ 
to Peter…John 1:42 says, “Looking at him, Jesus said, You are Simon, the son 
of John; you shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter).”Peter means 
“a stone.”…When the Lord called him Peter, a stone, that meant that he would 
ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á ÓÔÏÎÅȢ 7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÕÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌÅÄȢ )Æ (Å 
says, “You are gold,” then you will be golden. The Lord knew that when He 
changed Simon’s name to Peter, a stone, he would become a stone.

In John 1:42 Peter was told that he was a stone. Then sometime later, in 
Caesarea Philippi, in answer to the Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter, receiving the revelation from the Father, said, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” To this the Lord Jesus replied, “And I also say to you 
that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church” (Matt. 16:18). 
Here the Lord indicated that He is the rock upon which the church is built and 
that Peter is a stone.

No doubt, these two incidents, the one recorded in John 1 and the other in 
Matthew 16, were deeply impressed into Peter’s being. He could never forget 
those events. It must have been from these experiences that Peter obtained 
the concept of living stones for the building of the spiritual house, which is the 
church. When Peter wrote this portion of 1 Peter, he wrote it according to the 
impression these events made upon him.

First Peter 2:5 says that we, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual 
house. However, we all are clay. How can we be built up? In order to be built 
up as a spiritual house, we need to become stones. But how can we actually 
become living stones? We become living stones by coming to Christ as the living 
ÓÔÏÎÅ ɉÖȢ τɊȢ 7Å ÍÁÙ ÕÓÅ ÐÅÔÒÉПÉÅÄ ×ÏÏÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȣ
/ÖÅÒ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅȟ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ПÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ×ÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȢ 
"Ù ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ПÌÏ× ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÏÄ ÉÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÔÏÎÅȢ 
On the one hand, the element of wood is carried away; on the other hand, the 
element of stone is brought in to replace the element of wood. In this way the 
wood becomes stone. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 151-152)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 18
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WEEK 3 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

a holy temple in the Lord.

Prov. 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it are the issues of 
life.

Since the building is living (1 Pet. 2:5), it is growing. It grows into a holy 
temple. The actual building of the church as the house of God is by the 
believers’ growth in life. (Eph. 2:21, footnote 4)

-ÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÖÅÄ 
because they do not know the pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as 
their life. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” p. 135)

Today’s Reading

A smooth stone does not have any sharp edges or protrusions. Some people 
are born this way; they never offend their siblings and parents at home, and 
they never offend their co-workers and superiors at work. Regardless of how 
people treat them, they are always smooth and even. When such a person is 
saved, he becomes a smooth Christian in the church…Many brothers and sisters 
praise him, saying, “This person is truly spiritual. He never argues at home 
or causes trouble outside. We see him doing many things, but he never gives 
his opinion. He is truly spiritual and full of life.”…We need to realize that this 
is actually hypocrisy. If his behavior were truly spiritual, then it would mean 
that he was spiritual even before he was saved. This is not possible. A person’s 
spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes care 
of Christ…Life is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything 
that is not of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life. Hence, regardless of how 
much a person can meet—and even go beyond—the standard of morality, this 
is still not necessarily life.
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ᴂ ӀЇӤҿӀ Ї ɼ Ї
ᴂל ҏ ҅ү Ї ᴂל Ї
Ԑ Їᶕ ᴂל ҏ ᵣЇ ₴ ɼ

ᴂל ҿʍװ ʎ Ї
ᴰ ЖלᴂװҿЇ Ԑ Ї

ɼלᴂҒ҅׃ ֙ Ї
ᴂғל Ḻ Ж ᴂל ҏ Ғ

Їװ ԋ ɼ

Ӏ ᴂЇה ֙ Ї ᴂ
ҏ Ї ҙ ┼ɼ Ї

ᴂ ҏ Ғ ԓ ɼ ֙ ᴂ ҏЇ
҅ ” Ї Ї ɼ
ᴂ ᴂ Ғ Ї

Ї ֙ └ Їמ Ї
ה ᴂ ₴ ɼЃ ҅Ӣ֒Ҏ

҅ῳЇ҅҈῏ ҅҈҈ɻ҅҈Ӣ ҅῍ԑ ɼЄ

Е ꜗ Ї ῏ Ж
ғ Ї ԑ ҅ ԑ ɻԑ ҈ ɼ

Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will 
and requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us. However, 
if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting His leading or 
paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are rebellion.

We may be very active and zealous in doing [such things as visiting gospel 
friends and fellowshipping with the brothers and sisters] but still may imprison 
the living Christ within us by ignoring Him. Thus, we are actually disobeying 
the living Christ in us. He wants us to do things in a certain way, but we refuse 
to follow His way. Our unwillingness to do things according to His will is clearly 
rebellion.

Our natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s 
life from coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and 
ability is even more serious, and it is a strong obstacle that prevents God’s 
ÌÉÆÅ ÆÒÏÍ ПÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÕÓȢ -ÁÎÙ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȟ ÁÒÅ 
zealous for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest problem 
is the strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities. Consequently, 
Christ has no ground or way in them.

They even think that [their capabilities and talent] are good and useful 
things to the church. They think that they need such [things] in order to serve 
God. They do not despise their natural capabilities; instead, they treasure them. 
If these capabilities remain unbroken in them, they will become a problem to 
Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how 
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life. 
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless, 
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the 
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in 
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to 
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us. 
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 136-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Practical Lessons on the Experience of Life,” 
ch. 16; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,” chs. 21—24, 27
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Ҏ Ɍ

╦ԑ 1 љ 2Ņ װ ҅⅓ ɻ ҅
⅓ ɻ ᵀ ɻ ɻװ ҅⅓ Ї
ἥ ҅ Ї⅓ ‰ Ї ᵶᴂ

Їװ ɼņ

ʍ ╦ԑ ҅ └֒ᴌ ӐԐʎ
Ї Ї Ї ɼ ᴂ
Ӥ ҿ Ї ᴰ ᵲ

ɼה └ ЇῚ ɻ
ᵀ Ї Ҏ ӈ ה └
Ґ ɼň Ї ɻᵀ
Ї ɼ

ʍԑ ʎ ňӈ ҿ Ї ָɼ
ᴶ ₴ ЇṨ ᴂ

ᴰЇҙ ᴂ Ї ῠ ᴂ ָɼ

‰ Ҳ ῠⅎЇ ʍ ʎמ
ɼň ԑ ҅ ԑ Ї ᴂ ֙

Ї ҅⅓ Ї ᴂӤ ⅓
‰ ɼ Ї ᶕ

ᴂ⅓ ɻ ɼňᵶ Їᵶ
⅓ Ҳ Ї ᵶ Ї ҙ

⌡ָ ɼЃ ╦ӫ Ї҅ Ӣ
҅֒ԑ ɼЄ

╦ԑ ԑ Ї ᴂ ‰
Їװ ɼň

ɼ Ғ √ Їӈ

WEEK 3 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:1-2 Therefore putting away all malice and all guile and 
hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, long 
for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may grow unto 
salvation.

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ɍÔÈÅ ПÉÖÅ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ ρ 0ÅÔÅÒ ςȡρɎȟ ÍÁÌÉÃÅ ÉÓ 
the root, the source, and evil speaking is the expression. We may have malice as 
a root within us. Then there will eventually be evil speaking as the expression 
of this malice. The development from malice to evil speaking includes guile, 
hypocrisies, and envyings, three downward steps from malice toward evil 
speaking…The root is malice, the development includes guile, hypocrisy, and 
ÅÎÖÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ПÉÎÁÌ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÅÖÉÌ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇȢ

The milk of the word [in verse 2] is…milk for the soul, the inner being. 
It is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man through the 
understanding of our rational mind, and it is assimilated by our mental faculties.

The nourishment contained in the guileless milk of the word is an antibiotic 
for guile…In 2:1 and 2, Peter indicates that, as newborn babes, we need to 
practice putting away all guile, and we also need to desire the guileless milk of 
the word. The purpose of putting away the evil root of malice is that we may 
long for, desire, the milk of the word…If you want to hunger and thirst after 
God’s word, that is, if you want to desire the drinking of the milk in the word, 
you need to hate your malice and abstain from speaking evil things about 
others. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 125-127)

Today’s Reading

According to Peter’s word in 1 Peter 2:2, by the guileless milk of the 
word we may grow unto salvation…Growth in life results in salvation. 
Salvation here, as the result of growth in life, is not initial salvation. God’s 
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ɼ ɻῊ ה Ѓ ӎЄ└
ЇЃ ῍30ЇЄ ҅ ɼ ᴂ Ї
ԋ √ ɼ Ṩ ֩ ᵲ

Ҳ ῠ Ї ῠ Ї └ Ὴ Ї └
ɼ Ӏ Ї ғ

ᴂ ɼЃ ╦҅ 5Ї9 љ 10Ї13ɼЄ Ї
ҏҐ Ї װ ╦ԑ ֒

ҿ Ї ҿ ⌡ ᵩ Ї ҏ
Їװ Ӣ ɼ

Ҏ ЇŅᵶᴂ Ӏ ɼņ
Ӏ Ї ɼ ᴂ Ї
ᴰ⅓ Ҳ ῠ ɼ Ņ ņ҅ Ї
Ӥ Ї ɼ

ה └ ɼ ғ Ӑ ᵒ
ӓ ⌡ ɼ ᾨЇ Ӏ
ῠ ɼ ל └Ӏ ɼ

ҿ ɼ ᵫ К ᴂ Ї
Ғ Ї Ӏ Ғ Ғ Ї ҿ

Ҍ ɼ Ҍ ҅ᵣ ЇӤ
ɼ ᴂҒ ɼ Ї
Ї א ᴂ ɼ

ᴂ ᵲ ɼ ᴂ
ᵲ ɼ ҅ ӐҲЇ

ᴂ ɼ ҏ ᴂ └ ᴰ ᴰҲЇ
ғ ᴂ֢ ɼ ɼ ᴂ Ї

Ї ҏ ҿ ɼ҅ ӐҲЇ ᴂ
ᵲ ᵲЇ֥ ɼЃ ╦ӫ Ї

҅֒῏ ҅῏҈ɻ҅῏ɔɻ҅῏֒ ҅῏῏ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ֒ ῏ Ж₴
Ї ֒ ҈ ɼ

full and complete salvation has a long span—from regeneration, including 
ÊÕÓÔÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÏ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ2ÏÍȢ ψȡσπɊȢ !Ô ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×Å ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ 
salvation. Then we need to grow by feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÕÎÔÏ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÕÎÔÏ ÍÁÔÕÒÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÇÌÏÒÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ 
will be the salvation of our soul, which will be revealed to us at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus (1 Pet. 1:5, 9-10, 13). However, according to the context, 
unto salvation in 2:2 refers directly to being built up as a spiritual house into 
Á ÈÏÌÙ ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÕÐ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÅ υȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
virtues of Him in verse 9.

In verse 3 Peter continues, “If you have tasted that the Lord is good.” The 
Lord can be tasted, and His taste is pleasant and good. If we have tasted Him, 
we will long for the nourishing milk in His word. The Greek word rendered 
“good” in this verse also means “pleasant, kind.”

In 1 Peter 2:4 Peter makes a leap from the milk of the word to the living 
stone. There does not seem to be a bridge or any other kind of connection 
between the milk and the stone. First, Peter indicates that the Lord is the milk of 
the word for nourishment. Then he goes on to speak of Him as the living stone.

This implies that the milk becomes the stone. How can this be? With us, this 
is impossible, but it is not impossible with the Lord, because He is all-inclusive. 
As the all-inclusive One, Christ is milk, and He is also the stone. We are not able 
to exhaust all the aspects of Christ. He is the milk, He is the bread, and now we 
see that He is the stone.

We need more experience of Christ as the milk and the stone. In the morning 
we should drink Christ as milk from the Word. Then during the day the process 
of transformation should take place within us. In the evening we should come 
to the church meetings and fellowship with the saints. This is building. Here we 
see that in the morning Christ is milk, and in the evening He becomes the stone. 
During the day the milk does a transforming work within us to produce a stone. 
(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 131-132, 134, 138-139)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 15—16; Life-study of Exodus, 
msg. 57
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Ҏ Ɍ ֒

╦ԑ5ŅʍᵶᴂʎӤň ҿ Ї
ҿ ⌡ ᵩ ЇṨ ҏ

ɼņ

9Ņňᵶᴂ Ї ᵩ Ї
⌡ Ї ӵ ᵲ֥ҟ Ї ᵶᴂ

ᵶᴂ₴ ɻῇ Ӑᾩ ɼņ

╦ԑ ֒ ň Ї
Ж ⌡ Ї ⅎ⌡ ⌡ ɼ

Ӏ Ṩ Ї Ж
ᵩ Ӏ Ṩ Ї ⌡ ɼ

ɼ
ҩ ӫḪҒ   ᴰ Їל ╦ԑ ֒
Ḫ ᵩ ЇӤ └ ᴰ҅ Їᵜל
Ņ ņ Ņ ⌡ ᵩ ņ ֙ Ї

װ ᴰ ɼҒ үָ Їӈ
ᵩ Ї Ї ɼ

҅ү ᵥЇ ҅ү Ї
҅ү ᵩ Ԑ ɼň ᵩ Ԑ ӈ ₴

Ҏү Е ЇЃ2ҏЇЄ
ῠ ЇЃ2ҐЇЄװ ɼЃ ╦ӫ

Ї҅῍ ҅῍֒ ɼЄ

⌡ ᵩ ӎ ɼ
ᵲ Ї ⌡ ᵩ ҿ Ԑ ɼ

╦ԑ ֒ Ї ҿ ⌡ ᵩ
Ї ҿ ⌡ ꜗ ɼň ᴂ Ї

WEEK 3 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also…are being built up as a spiritual house into 

Jesus Christ.

9 …You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

In 1 Peter 2:5…spiritual denotes the capacity of the divine life to live and 
grow; holy, the capacity of the divine nature to separate and sanctify. The house 
of God subsists mainly by the divine life; hence, it is spiritual. The priesthood 
subsists mainly by the divine nature; hence, it is holy.

The coordinated body of priests is the built-up spiritual house. Although 
Peter did not address his two Epistles to the church or use the term church 
in verse 5 in stressing the corporate life of the believers, he did use the 
terms spiritual house and holy priesthood to indicate the church life. It is 
not the spiritual life lived in an individualistic way but the spiritual life lived 
ÉÎ Á ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÙ (ÉÓ ÄÅÓÉÒÅȢ (Å 
wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body, a priesthood, for 
His service…This service issues from the three vital steps in the spiritual 
life: being born anew (1 Pet. 1:2), growing in life by being nourished with 
Christ, and being built up with the believers. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 154-
155)

Today’s Reading

Spiritual house and holy priesthood are synonymous terms. The spiritual 
house is for God’s dwelling, and the holy priesthood is for God’s service. 
According to 1 Peter 2:5, the building up of a spiritual house into a holy 
priesthood is for a particular function…Here we see that Jesus Christ is the 
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Ṩװ ɼňҒᵜ Їₐ
₴ԓ ҡ ɼ

Ḫ Їש ӈ
Е ᵲ Ҳ҅⅓ Ї ɻ
ɻ ɻ ɻ ЖЃ⌐҅љ֒ЖЄ

ᴂṨ ᵲ ᵩ ָЖЃ ֒
16ЖЄ ᴂ ᵩɻ ɻ ҿ ᵲ ԐɼЃ ԑ
1Ї Ҏ 15 љ 16Ї 18ɼЄ

╦ԑ Ӣ ň ɻ ᵩ ɻ
Ї ᵩ Ḫ ɼᵲ ЇḪ

Жᵲ ᵩ Ї Ї ᴂ Жᵲ Ї
ᴂ ⌡ Жᵲ Ї ᴂ ֥ҟЇ ⌡

ӵ Їᵲ ֥ҟɼЃ ԑ 14ɼЄ
Ї ᴂ ԓ Ж ᵩ Ї

ᴂ Ԑ Ж ⌡ Ї ᴂ ҿ ҅
ᵩЖӵ ᵲ֥ҟ Ї ᴂ

ɼ ֙ ᵩӐ Ї ᴂ ҅ ɼ

ᴂ Ї ԓ ɼ ᴂӤ
ᵩ ɼ Ї ᴂ ⅎ Ї

ᴂ Ї ⅎɼЃ
҈ 1 љ 2Ї26Ї∕ 18ɼЄ ᴂӤ ⌡ Ї
ӵ ᵲ֥ҟ ɼ ⌡Ї ɼŅӵ ᵲ֥
ҟ ņ҅ Ї ԓ ᵅ ҅
Їň ҅ ɼň ӫԑ ЇḦ

└Ņ ҿ ņɼ ҅ ЇЃ
҈ 6Ї 2Їԑ῏ 18ЇЄ Їᵲ

ЇЃ₴ Ӣ 5ŀ Ӑ Ї
Ї ЇЄ ֥ҟɼ ᾨ ᴂ

Ї ᵩ Ї ⌡ Ї ӵ ᵲ
֥ҟ ɼᵲҿ Ї ᴂ ɼЃ
╦ӫ Ї҅῍֒ ҅῍҈ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ҈ ῍ ɼ

ÃÈÁÎÎÅÌ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȣ&ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ 
what is offered to God must be something of Christ.

4ÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÁÇÅ 
ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÒÅ ɉρɊ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÓ 
of the Old Testament types, such as the burnt offering, meal offering, peace 
offering, sin offering, and trespass offering (Lev. 1—5); (2) the sinners saved by 
our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our 
body, our praises, and the things that we do for God (Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18).

In 1 Peter 2:9…race, priesthood, nation, and people are all collective 
nouns, referring to the believers corporately. As a race, we, the believers, are 
chosen; as a priesthood, a body of priests, we are royal, kingly; as a nation, 
we are holy; as a people, we are God’s possession, a possession particularly 
acquired and owned by God as His treasure. Chosen race denotes our 
lineage from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our 
being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our 
preciousness to God. These are all in a corporate sense. Hence, we need to 
be built together.

As a chosen race, we have our source in God. We are also a royal priesthood. 
Royal denotes the status of our priesthood, which is kingly, like that of Christ 
ÔÈÅ +ÉÎÇȟ ÏÕÒ (ÉÇÈ 0ÒÉÅÓÔȟ ÔÙÐÉПÉÅÄ ÂÙ -ÅÌÃÈÉÚÅÄÅË ɉ(ÅÂȢ χȡρȤςȟ ςφȠ 'ÅÎȢ ρτȡρψɊȢ 
We are also a holy nation and a people acquired for a possession. Holy denotes 
the nature of the nation. The Greek words rendered “a people acquired for 
a possession” are an equivalent to a Hebrew expression [that]…implies a 
particular treasure…In Titus 2:14 Paul speaks of “a particular people as His 
unique possession.”…This is an expression borrowed from the Old Testament 
(Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18), and it denotes a people privately possessed by God as 
His unique, peculiar treasure (Exo. 19:5), His own possession. First, we are a 
chosen race, then a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people acquired for a 
possession. As God’s particular treasure, we are His people who are precious to 
Him. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 155-156)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 17—18
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Ҏ Ɍ ῏

12Ņ Ї ᴂ ҏ ꜠Ї
ᵶᴂ ҏ ꜠ɼņ

13Ņ ᴂ Ғ ԋ Ї
ⅎ ᴂ Ї

ᵶᴂɼņ

ᴂ Ӏ ӐҐЇ Ṩ
ᴂⅎ └⌡ָ ɼⅎ └⌡ָ Ї
ᴂ ɼЃ Ї
12 1ɼЄ

ᴂҒ ҿЇḦװ Ӎ Ї ғ ᴂ Ὴ
Ғ ɼ Ӥל ӥ Ӏ ┼ɼ ЇḦ

Ї ל└ ɼҒ׃ Ї
ל Ḫ Їל ה Ї ɼ
Ѓ ֒ 24ɼЄḦ ה └ Ї
└ԋ ɼ Ӏ ɻӀ ɼ

Ғ Ḧ Їӈ ל ᵲ
ɼḦ ԋ Їᵜל ɼ

ɼň Ӏ ҅⅓ Їᴑᵫ
Ḧ ҏ ԐЇ Ӏ ӐҐɼ Ї

Ḧ Ї Ӏ ɼḦ
ӐҐɼלҒ ЇӤҒ ɼ

Ѓ ӫ Ї֒Ҏ҅ ɼЄ

Ӏ ⌡ ָɼ ָ Ԑ Ї
Ӏᴰ ᴂԐל ɼᵜ ᴂל Ӑ Ї
ᴰ ᴂɼָל┼ Ғ ┼ɼ Ї

WEEK 3 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you.

10:13 But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the 
measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to 
reach even as far as you.

When we are under the killing of the Lord’s death, His resurrection 
life is imparted through us into others. The impartation of life into others 
is always the issue of our suffering the killing of the cross. (2 Cor. 4:12, 
footnote 1)

We should not think that Paul was so spiritual that he was altogether 
different from us. Even he had to learn to take the Lord’s restriction. For 
example, Paul wanted to go to Rome, but he did not expect to go there in 
bonds. Furthermore, he told the believers at Rome that he expected to go to 
Spain by way of them (Rom. 15:24). Paul never went to Spain, and he arrived 
in Rome in bonds. Those bonds were the Lord’s measure, His limitation. God 
did not measure out Rome to Paul in a free way. Instead, God led him there as a 
prisoner. Yes, Paul was in Rome, but he was there in prison. That imprisonment 
was a restriction…God is sovereign, and whatever happened to Paul was under 
God’s sovereignty. This means that Paul’s bonds and imprisonment were God’s 
sovereign restriction. Paul was willing to be subject to God’s measuring. He 
neither transgressed this restriction nor rebelled against it. (Life-study of 2 
Corinthians, pp. 442-443)

Today’s Reading

The Lord is especially interested in restricting the young people. If the young 
ones do not have a heart to serve the Lord, He will stir them up to serve Him. 
But once they have been stirred up, He will limit them. Human nature does not 
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꜠ҏЇ ᴂӤ Ғ ┼ɼ ᴂ
ҏ Ї ᴰ ᴂɼᵜ ᴂ

ṢЇ ᴂɼ ֙ ָ
ᴂЇל ɼ҅ᵣ ᾤ

ָҲ ɼ ל ԋЇל
ᴰҲᵲ Ԑ ɼ ֙ԐҏЇל

ɼᵜ ∑ӈ ᾨ ᴂ Ї ᶕ
ᴂ Ґ ЖᾨῘ ᴂ Ї ᶕ ᴂ Ґɼ

ᴂҐ Ї ᴂɼᵜ ᴂҏ Ї
ᴂ ɼň ᴂ ҏҏҐ

ҐЇ ᴂ ᵲҲ ɼ

ָ Ғԋ ҏҏҐҐɼ₉ ҏҏҐ
ҐЇלᴂ ԋɼלᴂ ЕŅ ҏЇ

ҏ└ ӐҏЇ Ӏ ɼ
ҐЇ Ґɼ Ғ ҏҏҐ

ҐЇҐҐҏҏɼņ Ғ ҏҏҐҐЇ
ָү ɼ

Ғ ᴂ҅ ҏЇ ҅ Ґɼ
Ї Ӥ Ԑɼň ∕ ᴂЇҒᴰ

ᶕ ᴂ ҅ ҅ Ӑӊɼ
ᴂ Ї Ғ ɼ

יִ ⌡ ҅ Їʍ 7љ
18ЇʎהҲ ӥ ᵫ ᴰ Ԑ Ҳ ԐЇ ᵫ
Ӏ ꜠ɼ ָЇᵶᴂ ɻ

ɼ Їᵶᴂ ᵶᴂ
Ї ɼ ┼Ї ԓ

ᴂ ᵩ ɼמ ᴂ ָ
ɼᵜ ᴂ Ї װ ᴂ҅֙ ┼
Ї ᴂ ⅎ ᴂ ӐῪɼЃ
ӫ Ї֒ԑӢ ֒Ҏɔɻ֒Ҏ ɼЄ

Е ӫ Ї ֒ ҅ Ж
ғ ᴰЇ ῏ ɼ

like this kind of limitation. For example, both in our sleeping and in our activity, 
we may not like limitations. When, spiritually speaking, we are asleep, God will 
stir us up. But when we become too active, He will restrict us. I know some 
young people who have been offended because God has done this to them. A 
young brother may want to be a leader among the young people. If he becomes 
a leader, he may then want to be a deacon or an elder in the church. In these 
ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÈÅ ÍÁÙ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Ó×ÉÆÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÁÙȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÉÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ 
ÓÐÅÅÄ ÕÓ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÏ ÓÌÏ× ÕÓ ÄÏ×Îȟ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÕÓ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÏ ÌÏ×ÅÒ ÕÓ 
down. When we are down, He will lift us up. But when we get too far up, He will 
lower us down…If we can take God’s ups and downs, we will eventually become 
useful in His work.

Many young people cannot tolerate God’s ups and downs. After a few of 
these ups and downs, they want to quit. Their attitude may be, “If God wants 
me up, then let me go up to the heavens and stay there until the Lord Jesus 
comes back. But if God wants me down, let me stay down. But I don’t like going 
up and down, down and up.” This unhappiness with God’s ups and downs is an 
expression of the disposition of many young people.

God does not want us to be always up or to be always down. Even in nature 
ÔÈÅ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÅÓÔÉПÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓȣ'ÏÄ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÕÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ 
we would have a day or night that would last for many years. This may be 
according to our way, but it is not according to God’s way.

I encourage the young people especially to study this portion of the Word 
[2 Cor. 10:7-18] and learn from it how to conduct themselves in the church 
service and how to move in the Lord’s recovery. Young people, you must know 
your rule, your limit. This means that you must know how much God has 
measured to you, how much He has apportioned to you. This restriction, this 
ÌÉÍÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÁÌÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ПÌÅÓÈȢ /ÕÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÍÁÎ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ 
be without limitation. However, God knows our problem. Therefore, He sets up 
boundaries and restrictions so that we may stay within the measure that He 
has apportioned to us. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 441, 444-445)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 51; CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, 
“Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3, 16
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2. The growth of Christ, the seed, in us 

Will soon produce the wheat, 

The life within break forth—yet work 

Divine is not complete; 

For wheat alone can never be 

The seed’s expression true; 

So all the grains must blend together 

Into something new. 
 

        The seed is simply Jesus; 

  Now wheat is Jesus too! 

The grains of wheat must blend 

    Together into something new. 
 

3. The individual grains of wheat 

No longer must be free, 

But crushed together, ground to powder, 

Every grain must be, 

Until the wheat becomes the meal 

From which the loaf is formed 

Till all the saints will blend and to 

His Body be conformed. 
 

        We all must take the grinding 

  until the Christ within 

Can mold into His Body all the 

    individual grains. 
 

4. The seed is planted, wheat is grown 

And meal is the sum 

Of all the growth upon God’s farm, 

Where Christians grow as one; 

But all the growth in life is for 

The building of the church, 

That God and man may have a home 

And both may end their search. 

 

        

The farm is for the building, 

  for God and man a home, 

Where both may dwell among 

    His people gathered into one. 

 

5. God’s building is produced by silver, 

Precious stones, and gold— 

From meal through transformation, 

Pressure, heat, and pain untold. 

The meal must not be satisfied 

To stay as meal alone, 

But must submit to transformation 

Into precious stone. 
 

        The meal must pass through suffering 

  that precious stones be formed; 

Then built into God’s building, to His 

    purpose full conformed. 
 

6. From fullest growth and transformation 

Comes a pearl of worth; 

This simple, precious, all-inclusive 

Gem will then come forth. 

Conceived in death and formed in life 

By that all-glorious One, 

The church, His Bride, the fruit of all 

The work that He has done. 
 

        The pearl is what He’s after, 

  the Bride to please His heart, 

So single, pure and precious, 

    and His very counterpart. 
 

7. The growth in life begins when planted 

On God’s farm we’re found: 

The growing seed becomes the wheat 

From which the meal is ground. 

But building work proceeds when meal 

Submits to be transformed; 

Then gold and silver, precious stones 

For building will be formed. 
 

        The farm is for the building, 

  built up by precious stones, 

From which the priceless pearl comes 

    forth to be His Bride, His own. 
 

8. Lord, keep us poor in spirit, 

Pure in heart that we may be 

Good ground in which the seed of life 

May grow abundantly, 

Until the final stage is reached 

And You are satisfied 

And have Your priceless, chosen pearl, 

Your joy complete, Your Bride. 
 

        Lord, keep us poor in spirit 

  and purified in heart, 

That growing up in us You may 

    bring forth Your counterpart. 
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҈  ѻ  Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Four

Becoming a Reproduction of Christ 
and Experiencing Christ 

as the Shepherd of Our Souls

Hymns: 1170

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:21-23, 25; Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27; 
2:2

§ Day 1

I.	 As believers in Christ, we may become a reproduction of 
Christ as our model—1 Pet. 2:21:

A.	The living of the Lord Jesus under the government of God is a model so 
that we may follow in His steps by becoming His reproduction—vv. 21-
23; Eph. 4:20-21.

B.	The Greek word for model in 1 Peter 2:21 denotes a master copy used in 
the teaching of writing—a writing copy, an underwriting, for students to 
use in tracing letters as they learn to draw them:

1.	The Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by 
tracing and following His steps—Matt. 11:28-30.

2.	It is not God's intention that we try to imitate Christ by our own effort; what 
we need is not imitation but reproduction—Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18.

C.	We need to become Christ's reproduction, copies of Christ, by a process 
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that involves the riches of the divine life; when this process is completed, 
we will become a reproduction of Christ—John 3:15; Eph. 3:8.

D.	The making of xerox copies may be used to illustrate what Peter means 
by Christ being a model for us.

§ Day 2
E.	In order to become a reproduction of Christ as our model, we need to 

experience Christ as the One living in us, being formed in us, and making 
His home in our hearts—Gal. 2:20; 4:19; Eph. 3:16-17a:

1.	The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our inner being—
Gal. 1:16; Col. 3:10-11.

2.	The pneumatic Christ—Christ as the life-giving Spirit—is living in us—1 Cor. 
15:45b; Gal. 2:20:

a.	God's economy is that the "I" be crucified in Christ's death and that 
Christ live in us in His resurrection—John 14:19.

b.	We are one spirit with the Lord, we have one life with Him, and we 
should now be one person with Him—1 Cor. 6:17; Col. 3:4; Phil. 1:21a.

c.	Since Christ dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to let Him live in us—
John 14:16-19; Gal. 2:20.

§ Day 3
3.	To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully grown in us—4:19:

a.	Christ was born into us at the time we repented and believed in Him, 
then He lives in us in our Christian life, and finally, He will be formed 
in us at our maturity—John 1:12-13; 3:15; Gal. 2:20; 4:19.

b.	To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-inclusive Spirit to 
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occupy every part of our inner being, to have Christ fully grown in 
us—Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.

c.	To have Christ formed in us implies that we are being constituted 
with Christ organically—Col. 3:10-11.

d.	Formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to image in 2 Corinthians 
3:18; Christ will be formed in us so that we may express Him in His 
image.

4.	The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is making His home 
in our hearts—Eph. 3:16-17a.

5.	As Christ lives in us, is formed in us, and makes His home in our hearts, we 
become a reproduction of Christ for the corporate expression of God—Rom. 
8:29; 12:4-5; Rev. 21:2.

§ Day 4

II.	 As we become a reproduction of Christ, we can experience 
and enjoy Christ as the Shepherd of our souls—1 Pet. 2:25; 
Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27; 2:2:

A.	As the Shepherd of our souls, the pneumatic Christ oversees our inward 
condition, caring for the situation of our inner being:

1.	Christ's organic shepherding primarily takes care of our soul—Psa. 23:3.

2.	Christ shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our soul and by exercising 
His oversight over the condition of our inner being—cf. Heb. 13:17.

3.	This kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic, organic comforting.

B.	Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-
giving Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our soul, to take care of our 
mind, emotion, and will and our problems, needs, and wounds—John 
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14:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17:
1.	As our pneumatic Shepherd, Christ takes care of us from within our spirit.

2.	His shepherding begins from our spirit and spreads to every part of our soul.

3.	From our spirit Christ reaches all the parts of our soul and takes care of us in 
a tender, organic, all-inclusive way.

C.	As the Shepherd of our souls, Christ restores our soul—Psa. 23:3a:

1.	For our soul to be restored means that we are revived.

2.	Restoring our soul also includes renewing and transforming—Rom. 12:2; 2 
Cor. 3:18.

§ Day 5
D.	As the Shepherd of our souls, the Lord gives rest to our soul—Matt. 

11:28-30:
1.	The Lord calls those who are striving to keep the law or struggling to be 

successful in any work to come to Him for rest—v. 28.

2.	This rest refers not only to being set free from the toil and burden under the 
law or religion or under any work or responsibility but also to perfect peace 
and full satisfaction.

3.	To take the Lord's yoke is to take the will of the Father—12:50.

4.	The Lord lived such a life, constrained by and caring for the will of His Father 
(John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38); He was fully satisfied with the Father's will and had 
rest in His heart.

5.	The rest that we find by taking the Lord's yoke and learning from Him is an 
inward rest, a rest for our souls—Matt. 11:29-30.
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§ Day 6
E.	As the Lord shepherds our soul and restores our soul, we not only 

experience Christ but also enjoy Him—Phil. 2:2; 3:1a:
1.	The experience of Christ is a matter primarily in our spirit, but the enjoyment 

of Christ is in our soul—1:27; 2:2.

2.	If there is a problem with our soul, we may have the experience of Christ 
without the enjoyment of Christ.

3.	Regarding Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul; this is the reason that in 
order to have the enjoyment of Christ, we need the Lord to shepherd every 
part of our soul, especially our mind.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:21-23 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered 
on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps; 
who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth; who being 
reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept 
committing all to Him who judges righteously.

The word model [in 1 Peter 2:21] has been spoiled by common usage. Literally, 
the Greek word means a writing-copy, an underwriting for students to use in 
tracing letters as they learn to draw them. In ancient times teachers would write 
letters on writing material, and those letters became a master copy. Another 
piece of writing material was put upon the master copy. Then the children would 
practice writing by tracing the letters from the master copy onto their copy…The 
Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by tracing 
and following His steps. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 600-601)

Today’s Reading

It is not God’s intention, however, that we try to imitate Christ by our 
own effort. We know from experience that trying to imitate Christ does not 
work. We are not able to imitate Him. What we need is not imitation, but 
reproduction…Outwardly Christ is our model, and inwardly He is our person, 
living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us. Through this 
process we become a reproduction of the original, a reproduction of Christ as 
our model.

We need to become Christ’s reproduction, copies of Christ, by experiencing 
a process that involves the riches of the divine life. When this process is 
completed, we shall become a reproduction of Christ. When anyone observes 
the expression of the Triune God from within a believer, this indicates that such 
a believer has become a reproduction of Christ, the model. The manner of life 
that expresses the processed Triune God is a reproduction of Christ.
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As a model to the believers, Christ is the original used for making a 
reproduction of Himself. In order to understand Christ as our model, we need 
experience. From experience we know that as we enjoy Christ day by day, we 
are undergoing the process of spiritual reproduction to make us living copies of 
Christ.

To become the reproduction of Christ is very different from trying to imitate 
Him. To illustrate, a man may set an example for a monkey to stand upright, 
and the monkey stands up, imitating the man. Then the man walks, and the 
ÍÏÎËÅÙ ÉÍÉÔÁÔÅÓ ÈÉÍ ÂÙ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÏÎ Ô×Ï ÆÅÅÔȢ "ÕÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ПÉÎÉÓÈÅÄȟ 
the man leaves, and the monkey goes back to walking on all fours. At least to a 
certain extent, those teachers who instruct believers to imitate Christ are like 
a man training a monkey to imitate a human being. Trying to imitate Christ in 
such a way simply does not work. Therefore, I do not encourage you to imitate 
Christ. Instead, I would point you to His riches. I would point you to Him as the 
One living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us so that we may 
undergo the process of becoming the reproduction of Christ as our model. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 601-602)

As we read 1 Peter 2:18-25, we see that Peter was very rich in 
experience. In this portion he speaks of grace, the writing copy, the Savior, 
the Shepherd, and the Overseer. Christ is the life within us, and He is also 
the model for us to follow. If we live by Christ as our inward life, that is, 
by the indwelling Christ Himself, we will undergo the process of spiritual 
xeroxing to become a reproduction of Christ. At the same time, we will 
experience Him as the Savior saving us, as the Shepherd leading and 
guiding us, and as the Overseer caring for us…May we all practice to enjoy 
Christ according to what is revealed in these verses. May we all enjoy Him 
as grace, as the model, and as the wonderful Savior, Shepherd, and Overseer. 
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 194)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 56
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WEEK 4 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up 
for me.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the 
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

We come now to the very important and vital matter of Christ being 
the One who lives within the believers so that they may live Him. Christ is 
not only our life; He as a person lives in us. All Christians need to realize 
that we have another person—Christ—living in us. We need to see the 
vision that the very One who died on the cross to redeem us is now living 
within us.

Christ, on the one hand, is in the third heavens. But on the other hand, He 
lives within us. Christ became the life-giving Spirit in order that He might live in 
us. Without being the life-giving Spirit, it would not be possible for the heavenly 
Christ to live in us…As the life-giving Spirit, He lives within us. Now we have 
Christ not only as our life but also as our person. Because He lives in us, we 
should take Him as our person and live Him.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, “Christ…lives in me.”…For Christ to live in us 
does not mean that He lives instead of us. In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, on the 
one hand, “no longer I,” and on the other hand, “Christ…lives in me.” The phrase 
in me is of great importance. Yes, it is Christ who lives, but He lives in us. (The 
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 587-588)

Today’s Reading

In order to understand how Christ can live in us, we need to consider 
John 14. Before His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus said to the 
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disciples, “Because I live, you also shall live” (v. 19). Christ lives in us by 
causing us to live with Him. Christ does not live alone; He lives in us and 
with us. He lives in us by enabling us to live with Him…We have not been 
altogether ruled out, and our life has not been exchanged for the divine life. 
We continue to exist, but we exist with the Triune God. The Triune God who 
now dwells within us causes us to live with Christ. Hence, Christ lives in us 
through our living with Him.

In John 6:57 the Lord Jesus said, “As the living Father has sent Me and I live 
because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.” The 
Son did not live by Himself. However, this does not mean that the Son was set 
aside and ceased to exist. The Son, of course, continued to exist, but He did not 
live His own life. Instead, He lived the life of the Father. In this way the Son and 
the Father had one life and one living. It is the same in our relationship with 
Christ today. We and Christ do not have two lives. We have one life and one 
living. We live by Him, and He lives in us. If we do not live, He does not live; and 
if He does not live, we cannot live. On the one hand, we are terminated; on the 
other hand, we continue to exist, but we do not exist without Christ. Christ lives 
within us, and we live with Him. Therefore, we and He have one life and one 
living.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÉÎ 'ÁÌÁÔÉÁÎÓ ςȡςπ ÁÂÏÕÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÕÓ ÉÓ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ 
emphatic. There is no ambiguity here. Paul clearly says that Christ, as a 
person, lives in us. This Christ who lives in us is the pneumatic Christ, the 
Christ who is the Spirit. Now that He dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to 
learn how to let Him live in us and how to live together with Him. A normal 
believer is a person who has one life and one living with Christ. We are one 
spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17), we have one life with Him, and now we should 
be one person with Him. Sooner or later, those who seek the Lord realize that 
Someone divine, heavenly, eternal, and spiritual lives in them as a person. If 
we see this, we shall also see that just as He lived because of the Father, we 
should now live because of Him, taking Him as our person. (The Conclusion 
of the New Testament, pp. 588-589)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom I travail again in birth until Christ is 
formed in you.

Eph. 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love.

Christ was born into the Galatian believers, but not formed in them when 
ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
time. The apostle then travailed again that Christ might be formed in them [Gal. 
4:19]…His preaching was to bring forth Christ, the Son of the living God, in the 
believers. Paul’s preaching was emphatically Christ-centered. According to the 
book of Galatians, Christ has been revealed in us (1:16), He is now living in us 
(2:20), and He will be formed in us (4:19). To have Christ formed in us is to 
have Christ grown in us in full. First Christ was born into us at our conversion, 
now He lives in us in our Christian life, and He will be formed in us at our 
maturity.

Paul’s word about Christ being formed in us implies that we are being 
constituted of Christ. To have Christ formed in us is a living, organic matter. 
Christ is now living in us so that we may be constituted of Him organically. He 
intends to constitute our being—our mind, emotion, and will—of Himself. He 
will constitute every part of our soul so that we may have His form, His image, 
in every part of our being. The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to 
the word image in 2 Corinthians 3:18, where Paul tells us that we are being 
transformed into Christ’s image. This image is a form. Christ must be formed 
in us so that we may express Him by being in His image. (The Conclusion of the 
New Testament, p. 590)

Today’s Reading
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The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our being…It is 
a fact that Christ with His element dwells within us. As the living One, He with 
His element is working within us organically, constituting Himself into our 
being so that we may have His form and express His image. Paul travailed that 
Christ might be formed in the believers in this way.

The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is now making 
His home in our hearts [Eph. 3:17]…The heart is the center of our being. In 
our hearts Christ is now making His home, that is, settling Himself. Therefore, 
Christ is not only in us, but He is making His home in us.

Our heart is composed of the three parts of our soul—the mind, the emotion, 
and the will—plus our conscience, the main part of our spirit. Through 
regeneration, Christ came into our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22). Now we should allow 
Him to spread Himself into every part of our hearts. The heart is the totality 
of all our inward parts and the center of our inward being. Therefore, when 
Christ makes His home in our hearts, He controls our entire inward being and 
supplies and strengthens every inward part with Himself.

Christ desires to spread from our spirit to all the parts of our heart. We, 
however, may not always be willing for Him to spread into our mind, emotion, or 
will. Therefore, Paul prayed to the Father that He would strengthen us according 
to His power by His Spirit into our inner man so that Christ may make His home 
in our hearts. This indicates that by being strengthened in this way, we shall be 
willing to let the indwelling Christ spread into all the parts of our being and to 
take over each part. This is Christ making His home in our hearts.

When we were saved, Christ came into our spirit…As we are 
strengthened into the inner man, the door is opened for Christ to spread in 
us, to spread from our spirit to every part of our mind, emotion, and will. 
The more Christ spreads within us, the more He settles down in us and 
makes His home in us. This means that He occupies every part of our inner 
being, possessing all these parts and saturating them with Himself. As a 
ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ПÉÌÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ ɉ4ÈÅ #ÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȟ ÐÐȢ 
591-593)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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1 Pet. 2:25 For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now 
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Psa. 23:3 He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.

Christ was our Redeemer in His death on the tree. Now He is our soul’s 
Shepherd and Overseer in the resurrection life within us. Therefore, He 
is able to guide us and supply us with life that we may follow in His steps 
according to the model of His suffering (1 Pet. 2:21). According to verse 
25, Christ is the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. Our soul is our inner 
being, our real person. Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our 
soul, shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our inner being and by 
exercising His oversight over the condition of our real person. (Life-study 
of 1 Peter, p. 190)

In the second stage of His shepherding, Christ restores (revives and 
transforms) our soul (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23) and guides us (to walk according 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔɊ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÈÓ ÏÆ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ɉÔÏ ÆÕÌПÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
righteousness—Rom. 8:4). To be righteous, that is, to be right with persons, 
matters, and things before God according to His righteous and strict 
ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÖÉÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
proper and balanced in our mind, emotion, and will. (Psa. 23:3, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Our problem was that we were like sheep being led astray. But now we 
have returned, turned back, to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. We 
should not think that in 1 Peter 2:25 Peter uses soul as a synonym of spirit…A 
ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ ÔÁËÅÓ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ПÌÏÃËȟ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÏÕÒ 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ 
takes care of the needs of our soul…We all have a spirit, and the spirit is our 
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inward organ. But our being is a soul. Therefore, Christ mainly shepherds us by 
taking care of our soul. He takes care of our mind, emotion, and will.

We may think that our problems are with the body. No doubt, the body 
does give us many problems. Nevertheless, our real problem is in our soul. Our 
mind, emotion, and will all have problems. Unbelievers are wanderers in the 
soul, and they do not have a shepherd to take care of them. But our situation is 
different in that we have a Shepherd who takes care of our soul. Not only do we 
have the Lord’s life within us, but we also have Him as our Shepherd. He is now 
shepherding us in our soul.

I would ask you to consider this matter of the Lord’s shepherding according 
to your experience. Do you experience the Lord’s comfort and sense His 
comfort in your spirit or in your soul?…If you say that His comfort is in the 
spirit, your answer is not according to the Bible. Before you came into the 
Lord’s recovery, you may not have known that you had a human spirit. But 
since you have been in the church life, you have seen the revelation concerning 
the human spirit. But this revelation may have now become to you a new kind 
of tradition. To say that Christ’s comfort is in our spirit is to speak according to 
a new tradition concerning the spirit. Many times we speak of turning to the 
spirit, perhaps expecting that when we turn to the spirit, everything will be all 
right. Actually, even after we turn to the spirit, many things may not be all right. 
From experience Peter knew to say that Christ is the Shepherd of our souls. 
Therefore, Peter does not tell us in verse 25 that Christ is the Shepherd of our 
spirit or of our body; He clearly says that He is the Shepherd of our souls.

This Epistle was written to Jewish Christians who were suffering much 
persecution. Apparently, persecution is related to our body outwardly. 
Actually, persecution is aimed at the soul. Because it is our soul that suffers, 
it is our soul that needs the Lord’s shepherding. It is not our body that needs 
this kind of care, nor is it mainly our spirit. It is our soul—our mind, our 
emotion, and our will—that needs the Lord as the Shepherd. (Life-study of 1 
Peter, pp. 190-192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 57
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

Matt. 11:28-30 Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and 

and My burden is light.

[Matthew 11:28] refers not only to the toil of striving to keep the 
commandments of the law and religious regulations but also to the toil of 
struggling to be successful in any work. Whoever toils thus is always heavily 
burdened. After the Lord extolled the Father, acknowledging the Father’s way 
and declaring the divine economy, He called this kind of people to come to Him 
for rest. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 1) Rest refers not only to being set free from the 
toil and burden under the law or religion or under any work or responsibility, 
but also to perfect peace and full satisfaction. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 2)

To take the Lord’s yoke is to take the will of the Father. It is not to be 
regulated or controlled by any obligation of the law or religion or to be 
enslaved by any work, but to be constrained by the will of the Father. The Lord 
lived such a life, caring for nothing but the will of His Father (John 4:34; 5:30; 
6:38). He submitted Himself fully to the Father’s will (Matt. 26:39, 42). Hence, 
He asks us to learn from Him. (Matt. 11:29, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

To be meek, or gentle, means not to resist opposition, and to be lowly means 
not to have self-esteem. Throughout all the opposition the Lord was meek, and 
throughout all the rejection He was lowly in heart. He submitted Himself fully 
to the will of His Father, not wanting to do anything for Himself or expecting to 
gain something for Himself. Hence, regardless of the situation He had rest in 
(ÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔȠ (Å ×ÁÓ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÁÔÉÓПÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÓ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ×ÉÌÌȢ ɉ-ÁÔÔȢ ρρȡςωȟ ÆÏÏÔÎÏÔÅ σɊ 
4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ПÉÎÄ ÂÙ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÙÏËÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ (ÉÍ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 
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souls. It is an inward rest; it is not anything merely outward in nature. (Matt. 
11:29, footnote 4)

The Lord’s yoke is the Father’s will, and His burden is the work of carrying 
out the Father’s will. Such a yoke is easy, not bitter, and such a burden is light, 
not heavy. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 1) The Greek word [translated “easy”] means 
ȰПÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓÅȱȠ ÈÅÎÃÅȟ ÇÏÏÄȟ ËÉÎÄȟ ÍÉÌÄȟ ÇÅÎÔÌÅȟ ÅÁÓÙȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔɂÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÒÄȟ 
harsh, sharp, bitter. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 2)

In our experience sometimes we just do not know…where to direct our 
thoughts. This is an indication that our mind needs the Lord Jesus as the 
Shepherd…As a result of His shepherding, our mind is directed and set in the 
right way. Our emotion, being complicated, is easily upset…Therefore, we need 
the Lord Jesus to shepherd us in our emotion. His shepherding comforts our 
emotion. Our will also needs the Lord’s shepherding. As human beings, we 
ÏÆÔÅÎ ПÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȢ 3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÄÅÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ 
to do is to make a decision. Unbelievers have no one to lead them and guide 
them in making decisions. But we have a Shepherd to lead us and guide us. 
The Lord’s leading and guiding are primarily related to our will. As the living 
Shepherd, the Lord continually directs our will…The Lord is truly the Shepherd 
of our soul. He directs our mind, comforts our emotion, and leads and guides 
our will.

According to my experience, there is a difference between leading and 
guiding. Leading is related to a destination. Suppose you are driving from your 
home to a certain city. A road map may lead you to your destination. But once 
you arrive at that city, you will need a guide, someone to direct you to the exact 
place where you want to go…For instance, on the one hand, the Lord will lead 
His people to the Holy Land. But once He has led them there, He will guide 
them to Mount Zion.

!Ó ÏÕÒ 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÕÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÇÕÉÄÅÓ ÕÓȢ (Å ÌÅÁÄÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ 
the right place, and He guides us to the exact spot. This is Christ, our Shepherd. 
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 58
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the 
same love, joined in soul, thinking the one thing.

3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to 
you, for me it is not irksome, but for you it is safe.

The dissension among the Philippians was due to their not being joined 
in soul, to their not thinking the one thing in their mind, the leading part of 
their soul…They had Christ in their spirit through regeneration, but they did 
not have Christ in their soul through transformation. Only by having Christ 
saturate and occupy their entire soul could they be made one in soul. (Phil. 2:2, 
footnote 5)

Today’s Reading

For years we have spoken about the experience of Christ and the enjoyment 
of Christ, but we have not seen the detailed way to enjoy Christ. Therefore, I 
have been burdened to give a number of messages on the way to enjoy Christ. 
In order to enjoy Him, we need to deal with every part of our soul, especially 
with our mind. If our way of thinking is dealt with, we will have the proper 
taste for Christ, and we will both experience Him and enjoy Him. We will not 
only eat but enjoy what we are eating. Whether or not we enjoy the food we eat 
depends upon our taste. Concerning Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul. 
This is the reason that concerning the experience of Christ and the enjoyment 
of Christ, we need to deal with the various parts of our soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1, 
“The Experience of Christ,” pp. 341-342)

In order to be our living Shepherd, it is necessary for Christ to dwell within 
us [as the life-giving Spirit]…For Christ to be our Shepherd, He must be with 
us, even in us. Many times He goes along with us in order to turn us back. 
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Consider how the Lord was the Shepherd to the two disciples on the way 
to Emmaus. These disciples were going in one direction, but the Lord went 
with them in order to turn them to go in another direction. Luke 24:15 says, 
“While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself drew near and went 
with them.” Then He asked them what they were talking about. In a sense, 
these disciples rebuked the Lord when they said, “Do You alone dwell as a 
stranger in Jerusalem and not know the things which have taken place in it in 
these days?” (v. 18). Then the Lord asked, “What things?” (v. 19). After walking 
awhile together, they constrained the Lord to stay with them (v. 29). Then, 
as He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them, “their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized Him” (vv. 30-31). This is an example of the Lord’s 
shepherding.

Sometimes the Lord shepherds us in the same way that He shepherded the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. We also may speak to Him in a nonsensical 
×ÁÙ ÏÒ ÁÓË (ÉÍ ÎÏÎÓÅÎÓÉÃÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȢ 7Å ÍÁÙ ÅÖÅÎ ÒÅÂÕËÅ (ÉÍȟ ÁÎÄ (Å ÍÁÙ 
pretend not to know what we are talking about. Many of us can testify of having 
the Lord Jesus shepherd us in this way.

According to 1 Peter 2:25, Christ is also the Overseer of our souls. The New 
Testament reveals that an overseer is an elder and that an elder is an overseer. 
In 5:1-3 Peter gives a word to the elders concerning the shepherding of the 
ПÌÏÃË ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÒȩ 4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÏÖÅÒÓÅÅÒ 
means “one who oversees a particular condition or situation.” This word seems 
to indicate someone above us who takes oversight concerning us and watches 
what we are doing. However, according to our experience, the Lord as the 
Overseer is One who cares for us. For Him to oversee us means that He takes 
care of us. As the Overseer, the Lord does not govern us or rule over us. Rather, 
He cares for us as a mother cares for her child. A mother oversees her child 
with the purpose of caring for the child. She wants to take care of every need. 
The same is true of Christ as our Overseer. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 192-194)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 21
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 The Lord is my Shepherd forever

Experience of Christ — As the Shepherd
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2. My Shepherd Himself is my pasture, 

  My Shepherd, the waters of rest; 

I eat of His riches in spirit, 

  I drink, and O how I am blest! 
 

3. My Shepherd my soul is restoring, 

  My will, and emotion, and mind; 

And though through the valley I’m walking, 

  O what a Companion I find! 
 

4. A table prepared by my Shepherd 

  I feast on and Satan destroy; 

My head is anointed with oil, 

  My cup runneth over with joy! 
 

5. And now in His house I am dwelling 

  Enjoying the goodness of God; 

My pleasure is far beyond telling, 

  My pleasure is Jesus my Lord! 
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Week Five

Grace in Peter’s Epistles

Hymns: 497

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:2b, 10, 13; 2:19-20; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 
12; 2 Pet. 1:2; 3:18

§ Day 1

I.	 Grace is Christ Himself as our enjoyment—grace is the 
resurrected Christ as the life-giving Spirit giving Himself 
freely to us, being everything to us, and doing everything in 
us, through us, and for us—John 1:14, 16-17; Isa. 55:1; 2 Cor. 
1:8-9, 12; Gal. 2:20; cf. 1 Cor. 15:10.

II.	 The multiplication of grace is the grace that multiplies in 
our daily life in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord; the grace of God in His economy is rich, multiplying, 
and abounding—1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet. 1:2; John 1:16; Eph. 1:6-8; 
2:7; Rom. 5:17, 21; 1 Tim. 1:14; Rev. 22:21:

A.	Grace is multiplied to us through our sufferings, limitations, and 
weaknesses; grace is Christ as our burden bearer; the more burdens we 
have, the more opportunities we have to experience Christ as grace—2 
Cor. 12:7-9; cf. 1:12, 15.

B.	The enjoyment of the Lord as grace is with those who love Him—Eph. 6:24; 
John 21:15-17; 1 Pet. 1:8.



Ł   5 Ŧ  2 2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Week 5 Outline - Page 2

Ҏ Ӏᵲ ῝ ֩ Їӈ Ṩ
ᴂ ᵥ ῝ Ж

҅⅓ ŀŀ ԑ 32Ї
҅ 4Ї ῏ 17 љ 18ɼ

Ǿ ǿ

 ҹ└ ᴂ ῝ŀŀ
╦҅ 10Е

҅ Їᶕלᴂ
ᵲ ᴂ ῝Їӈ Ṩ ᵩЇ ָ

Їװ ɻ
ɻ ԑ ɻ Ї

Ὴ ԓ ᴂŀŀ5Ї9 љ 10 Ї
ԑԑЇ ֒ҎЇᵜӢ 26ɼ

ԑ ЇῚ ש Ї
Ṩ ғ ЇЃ ҈

39Ї ῍ 9 љ 11ЇЄῚꜗ Ї ҿ
ɼЃ Ӣ 14ɼЄ

Ҏ Ὶ ꜗ ҏЇ
Їᶕלᴂ ҹ└ Ḫ Ї

ᴂל ҿ Ὴ Ὴ ҙ
῝Їᶕלᴂ װ ῇӀ ש ӕ Ї
Ӥ ᴂל ŀŀ ҅ 17Ї 29Ї
╦҅ 9Ї ԑ֒ 21Ї23ɼ

 Ὴ ᵲҿ ῝ ԓ ᴂЇ
ӈ Ṩ ҩ Е
ᶕ ᴶ ŀŀ ╦҅ 10 љ 12Ї ԑ 7ҏɼ

Ǿ ǿ

C.	The enjoyment of the Lord as grace with His divine nature is by our 
receiving and abiding in the word of His grace, which includes all His 
precious and exceedingly great promises—Acts 20:32; 2 Pet. 1:4; Eph. 
6:17-18.

§ Day 2

III.	The prophets in the Old Testament prophesied concerning 
the grace that was to come unto us—1 Pet. 1:10:

A.	The Spirit of Christ in the Old Testament prophets made them clear 
concerning Christ coming as grace to us through His incarnation, 
His sufferings in His human living and crucifixion, and His glories 
in His resurrection, ascension, second coming, and reigning for the 
application of God's full salvation to us—vv. 5, 9-10; cf. Psa. 22; Isa. 53; 
Dan. 9:26.

B.	Although the Spirit of Christ was constituted dispensationally through 
and with Christ's death and resurrection in the New Testament time (John 
7:39; Rom. 8:9-11), the function of the Spirit is eternal, because He is the 
eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14).

C.	The Spirit of Christ, in His eternal function, was in the Old Testament 
prophets, making them clear concerning Christ coming to the New 
Testament believers to be the all-sufficient and unlimited grace of 
God's full salvation to them for their entry into the joy of the Lord in the 
kingdom age, which is the salvation of their souls—John 1:17; Heb. 10:29; 
1 Pet. 1:9; Matt. 25:21, 23.

D.	The Spirit of Christ applies God's full salvation as grace to us by two 
instrumentalities: the prophesying of the Old Testament prophets and the 
preaching of the New Testament apostles—1 Pet. 1:10-12; cf. Rev. 2:7a.

§ Day 3
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IV.	 The grace on which the believers set their hope perfectly 
will be brought to the believers at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ—1 Pet. 1:13:

A.	The grace being brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ refers to 
the salvation of the soul as the consummation of God's full salvation—vv. 5, 
9-10:

1.	The grace given to us in Christ was bestowed on us before the world 
began—2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 2:11.

2.	God, who was in the beginning, became flesh in time as grace for man to 
receive, possess, and enjoy—John 1:1, 14, 16-17.

3.	The processed Triune God, who has been consummated as the all-inclusive, 
life-giving, and indwelling Spirit, has become the Spirit of grace with our 
spirit—1 Cor. 15:45b; 2 Cor. 3:17; Heb. 10:29; Gal. 6:18; Phil. 4:23.

B.	Day by day we should be open vessels to be continual receivers of grace 
and set our hope wholly and perfectly on this grace—Rom. 5:17; 1 Pet. 
1:13.

§ Day 4

V.	 Grace with God in 1 Peter 2:19-20 refers to the motivation 
of the divine life within us and its expression in our living, 
which becomes in our behavior gracious and acceptable in 
the eyes of both man and God:

A.	Grace as the processed Triune God for our enjoyment becomes our 
inward motivation and outward expression in our intimate fellowship 
with God and our consciousness of God; we all have to learn how to have 
grace, which is to take grace, possess grace, use grace, and apply grace—
Heb. 12:28.
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B.	The processed Triune God as grace received and enjoyed by us becomes 
visibly expressed for others to see in our holy living and church 
meetings—Acts 11:23.

C.	We have been called to enjoy and express Christ as grace in the midst of 
sufferings so that we may become a reproduction, a xerox copy, of Christ 
as our model, according to His God-man living—1 Pet. 2:20-21.

§ Day 5

VI.	 The grace of life is the inheritance of all the believers, 
whether strong or weak—3:7:

A.	The grace of life is God as life and life supply to us in His Divine Trinity—
the Father as the source of life, the Son as the course of life, and the Spirit 
as the flow of life, who flows within us, with the Son and the Father, as 
grace to us—John 7:38-39; Rev. 22:1.

B.	We are heirs to inherit the grace of life and vessels to contain the grace of 
life—1 Pet. 3:7; Eph. 1:14; 2 Cor. 4:7.

VII.	The varied grace of God indicates the riches of the grace of God in 
its varieties ministered by the saints one to another—1 Pet. 4:10:

A.	The varied grace of God is the rich supply of life, which is the Triune God 
ministered into us in many aspects—2 Cor. 13:14; 12:9.

B.	We need to be good stewards of the varied grace of God, speaking the words 
of grace as the oracles of God and ministering out of the strength and power 
of grace, which God supplies—1 Pet. 4:10-11; Luke 4:22; Eph. 3:2; 4:29.

VIII.	 God gives grace to the humble while He resists the 
proud—1 Pet. 5:5:

A.	In the church life, all of us need to gird ourselves with humility toward 
one another so that we may enjoy God as the Grace-giver—cf. John 
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13:3-5.
B.	Humility saves us from all kinds of destruction and invites God's 

grace, whereas pride makes us a top fool—James 4:6; Psa. 138:6; 
Prov. 29:23.

C.	We must be willing to be made humble, lowly, under the mighty hand 
of God in His discipline and to throw our life with its care upon God, 
because He cares for us lovingly and faithfully—1 Pet. 5:5-7; cf. Psa. 
55:22.

IX.	 "The God of all grace"—who has called the believers into 
His eternal glory—perfects, establishes, strengthens, and 
grounds them through their sufferings; this "all grace" is the 
"true grace of God," into which the believers should enter 
and in which they stand—1 Pet. 5:10, 12.

§ Day 6

X.	 The true grace of God is the grace in which, together with 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the 
believers should grow unto His glory both now and unto the 
day of eternity—2 Pet. 3:18:

A.	This is the concluding word of the apostle Peter's writings, indicating that 
whatever he has written is of, in, by, and through the grace of God.

B.	The product of the grace in God's economy is the Body of Christ as 
God's poem to be the New Jerusalem as the consummation of God's 
righteousness in the new heavens and new earth—Eph. 2:7-10; 2 Pet. 3:13.

C.	The riches of God's grace, the riches of God Himself for our enjoyment, 
surpass every limit and will be publicly displayed for eternity—Eph. 
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WEEK 5 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:2 Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in 
the sanctification of the Spirit unto the obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

2 Pet. 1:2 Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of 
God and of Jesus our Lord.

Peter speaks of the grace that multiplies in the believers’ daily life in the 
full knowledge of God and of Jesus their Lord (1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2). In the 
full knowledge of God and the Lord, the onefold grace multiplies…When a 
believer becomes mature in the divine life, he will enjoy a multiplication 
manyfold. Grace is unlimited just as God is unlimited. When we were 
regenerated, we received God into us, but we had only a small amount of God. 
Gradually, as God increases within us through the years, we will be weighty 
with the measure of God. This is because God as grace will be increased in 
us. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the 
Romans,” p. 404)

Today’s Reading

The grace of God in His economy is rich, multiplying, and abounding…
The riches of God’s grace surpass every limitation. These are the riches of 
God Himself for our enjoyment. Furthermore, the grace of God and the gift in 
grace of Jesus Christ have abounded to the many (Rom. 5:15b, 20b). In their 
experience of the grace in God’s economy, the believers also receive God’s 
abounding supply of all grace. Second Corinthians 9:8 says, “God is able to make 
ÁÌÌ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÂÏÕÎÄ ÕÎÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÃÙȟ ÙÏÕ 
may abound unto every good work.” Today we have God abundantly supplying 
us with all grace.
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We are constantly enjoying God’s multiplying grace (1 Pet. 1:2b; 2 Pet. 
ρȡςȠ 2ÅÖȢ ςςȡςρɊȢ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÐÅÁËÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÙÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 
Epistles. This grace is not dead but living and multiplying; it is being multiplied 
to us day by day. (CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His 
Economy,” pp. 309, 312)

Paul often uses the expression grace to you and peace. Peter, however, twice 
speaks of grace and peace being multiplied [1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2]…Peter desires 
not only that grace be with the saints but that grace be multiplied to them. Have 
you ever thought about what it means for grace to be multiplied?…Most of us 
ÍÁÙ ПÉÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÐÕÚÚÌÉÎÇȢ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÉÅÄ ÉÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
illustration of his particularity. In this matter, not even Paul was as particular 
as Peter, for he never spoke in his Epistles of grace and peace being multiplied. 
The word multiplied indicates that a certain thing is present and that instead 
of having another of the same thing added, we need what we have to be 
multiplied. This means that we need the multiplication of the grace we already 
have. We do not need another grace. What we need is to have multiplied the 
grace we have already.

With the thought of multiplied grace as the base, Peter goes on to speak in 
1 Peter 4:10 of varied grace: “Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering 
it among yourselves as good stewards of the varied grace of God.” We all 
should be good stewards of what Peter calls varied grace, grace in different 
aspects and of different categories. Peter mentions grace again in 5:10, where 
he speaks of the God of all grace. Therefore, in 1 Peter we have four unique 
expressions concerning grace: grace of life, multiplied grace, varied grace, 
and all grace. The grace of life is being multiplied in us. Then it becomes 
the varied grace and eventually, the all grace. As a result, we do not have 
grace just from one direction but from many directions, for example, from 
the heavens and from the earth, from our husband or wife, and from our 
children…If you have four children, you will enjoy grace in four aspects. But if 
you have more children, you will enjoy more aspects of grace. (Life-study of 1 
Peter, pp. 4-5)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1973-1974, vol. 1, pp. 367-375, 389-397; CWWL, 
1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 
19—20
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ʍ ҅ ʎ ῝Ғ ɼ Ї ԋ ᵩЇ
ҵҵ ῝Ї ҙ ῝ Ṩ ɼ
Ѓ14Ї17ɼЄ ῝ ҿ ᵩ ЇṨ
ԋЖᵜ Ї ҅ү ῝ ҹ└Ї ҹ└ɼ

WEEK 5 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:10-11 Concerning this salvation the prophets, who prophesied 
concerning the grace that was to come unto you, sought and searched 
diligently, searching into what time or what manner of time the Spirit of 

Christ and the glories after these.

ɍ)ÎɎ ρ 0ÅÔÅÒ ρȡρπȣ0ÅÔÅÒ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ /ÌÄ 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÔÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍ ÈÉÓ 
teaching concerning the New Testament salvation. The Lord Jesus did the same 
thing (Luke 24:25-27, 44-46).

In 1 Peter 1:10…grace is a synonym for salvation. In 1:13 grace also refers 
ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ *ÏÈÎ ρȡρτ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ПÌÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÂÅÒÎÁÃÌÅÄ 
among us, full of grace. This grace is God in the Son as our enjoyment. In 1 
Corinthians 15:10 Paul says, “By the grace of God I am what I am; and His grace 
unto me did not turn out to be in vain, but, on the contrary, I labored more 
abundantly than all of them, yet not I but the grace of God which is with me.” 
The grace to which Paul refers three times in this verse is the resurrected Christ 
becoming the life-giving Spirit to bring the processed God in resurrection into 
us to be our life and life supply that we may live in resurrection. Therefore, 
grace is the Triune God becoming life and everything to us. (Life-study of 1 
Peter, p. 64)

Today’s Reading

First Peter 1:10 speaks of the grace that was to come unto the believers, 
which was prophesied by the prophets, who sought and searched diligently 
concerning the salvation of the believers’ souls. The [aspect of ] grace 
mentioned by Peter here is different from the [aspect of] grace mentioned in 
*ÏÈÎ ρȢ *ÏÈÎ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ПÌÅÓÈȟ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÃÁÍÅ 
through Jesus Christ (vv. 14, 17). Grace came through Jesus Christ, with Jesus’ 
incarnation, but Peter says that there is a grace that is not yet but is to come. 
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῝ Їᵜ ᴭ ԋЖ
ᴂל ԓḪ ЃҒ ᴂל ᵩ ЄЇ

ɼЃ ╦҅ 9 љ 10ɼЄň
└ҿ Ḫ ῝ɼ ῝ЇҒ

ᴂ ᴂ ᵩ ῝Їӈ ᴂ
῝ɼň҅үָ װ Ὴқ Ї Ҭ ל ɼʍ

῍ 36ɼʎ ᴂ Ї ɼ ᵶҿ
ᵶ Ї Ὴқ Ї ẅ ɼЃ

҅ӢӢ ҅ӢӢ҈ ҅ῳЇ֒҈῍ɻ֒῍ɔ ɼЄ

╦҅ ԑ Їň ֙ԐЇ
ɼ ӈ Ї

ᶱ Ḫ ɼň ֙Ԑ Ṩ ᴶ ָ
ᴂɼᴶ ָ ᶕ ɼ

Жᶕ ᴶ ɼᶕ ᴶ ӈ
ɼ ᶕ

ᴶ ɼ Ї Ṩ ҩ
Е ᶕ ᴶ Ї

Ὴ ɼ

Ḫň ʍ ʎ Ὴ ԓᵶᴂɼň

ӈ ᴶ ɻ ɻ ɼ

ᴶ ɼň ӕ

Ṩ ɼ Ὶ ӕЇ

ᴰ Ҳ ԑשɼ ᴂṨל

Ԑ Ї Ї

ɼ

ᵶᴂיִ ╦ ᴶ ɼҒ ᶕ

ᴶ ɼ ᵶᴶ Їᵶ ֙ ה

ҏ ᴶ ָ ҲɼЃ ╦ӫ

ЇӢԑ ӢҎ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ҅ ԑɻ҈ Ӣ ɼ

This grace was not mentioned in the Old Testament, but it was prophesied by 
the prophets, who sought and searched diligently concerning the salvation 
of the believers’ souls (1 Pet. 1:9)…Peter speaks of the grace that was for the 
salvation of the believers’ souls. What Peter teaches as grace is not the grace 
that saves our spirit or our body, but the grace that saves our soul…A man can 
gain the whole world and lose his soul [Mark 8:36]. This shows that the soul 
ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÁÖÅÄȢ )Æȟ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁËÅ ÏÆ ÓÁÖÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌȟ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ 
world, that is worthwhile. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of 
the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 457-458)

In 1 Peter 1:12…these things refers to the sufferings of Christ and His glories. 
The Old Testament prophets ministered the sufferings and glories of Christ to 
the New Testament believers. These things have been announced to us through 
those who preached the gospel. The ones who preached the gospel were 
the apostles of the New Testament. The prophets searched and prophesied; 
the apostles preached. The preaching of the apostles is the Spirit’s practical 
application of God’s salvation in the New Testament. Both the prophesying of 
the prophets and the preaching of the apostles were the application of the Spirit. 
This means that the Spirit applies God’s full salvation by two instrumentalities, 
the prophesying of the prophets and the preaching of the apostles.

I believe that…the Spirit is applying God’s full salvation to you…I simply 
preach Christ, the death of Christ, and the different glories of Christ. Each 
preaching is an application of the Spirit…My greatest joy is to see the saints 
receive Christ through the application of the Spirit. I am especially happy to see 
the second generation growing up in the church life. My heart leaps when I see 
that they are receiving the application of God’s salvation through this ministry 
and by the Spirit.

I encourage you all to go forth and preach Christ. The apostles are not the 
only ones who can preach. As long as you preach Christ, you are included 
among those who preach the gospel by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. (Life-
study of 1 Peter, pp. 76-77)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 1—2, 7—9
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֒ Ɍ Ҏ

╦҅ 13ŅňῊ ԓ
ṢЇ ᵶᴂ ɼņ

҅ 9 љ 10Ņ ԋ ᴂЇװ ԋ
ᴂЇňӈ ῝Ж ῝
қӐ╦Ї ᴂ Їᵜ Ṩא

ᴂ Ӏ Ї ₴ ɼ
Їň ň ₴ ɼņ

╦҅ Ҏ └Ḫ Ὴ ԓ ῝ɼ
₉ӓ ҅ Ї Ӏ

ɼň қ Їᶕ ֙ ֩ Ӏ
ӕ ָЇғ ҅ ɼʍ ԑ֒ 20 љ 23ɼʎ
῝ Ӏ ԑ ҹ └ɼ

ᴭ Їװ ᴂ Ḫ ԓ
ɼҿ ῝ ӀɼЃ ҅ӢӢ

҅ӢӢ҈ ҅ῳЇ֒῍ɔ ֒῍҅ ɼЄ

῝ӈ ᴂ ᶱ Їᶕ ᴂ
₴ ɼʍ ҅ 9 љ 10ɼʎň ῝

ᴂ ЇᵜṨ ᴂ Ӏ ҅ Ї
Ї ᴂЇЃ Ӣ 26ЇЄ

῝ ₴ Ї └ ᴂ ҏɼň
ᴂ ῝Ї Ӏ ɼ ῝Ғ

׃׃ ҅ү ⅎЇ ҅үָᵣЇ Ҏ҅
ᴂЇᵲ ᴂ ֩ ɼӀ Ї ῝

ԋЇ ғא ᴂ ɼЃ ԑῳЇ
ԑҎҎ ԑҎ ɼЄ

WEEK 5 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 1:13 …Set your hope perfectly on the grace being brought to you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.

2 Tim. 1:9-10 Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling…
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before the times of the ages but now has been manifested through 

life…

First Peter 1:13 speaks of the grace on which the believers set their hope 
perfectly. Nearly every day, I pray that my soul will be saved at the Lord’s 
coming back…This is the saving of the soul in the next age for those who enter 
into the enjoyment of the Lord to feast with Him [Matt. 25:20-23]. This grace 
will come by the revelation of the Lord Jesus at His second coming. It was 
studied by the prophets in the Old Testament and is hoped for by us, the New 
Testament believers. Thank the Lord for such a grace. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, 
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” pp. 458-459)

Grace is God’s provision in life given to us so that we may live out His 
purpose [2 Tim. 1:9-10]…God’s grace was given to us in eternity, but it 
×ÁÓ ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÏÍÉÎÇȟ ÉÎ 
×ÈÉÃÈ (Å ÎÕÌÌÉПÉÅÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ɉ(ÅÂȢ ωȡςφɊȣ4ÈÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ 
destined to be given to us came with the appearing of the Lord Jesus. 
This grace is not merely a blessing; it is a person, the Triune God Himself 
given to us to be our enjoyment. This grace came when the Lord Jesus 
appeared, and now it is with us today. (Conclusion of the New Testament, 
pp. 3675-3676)

Today’s Reading
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╦҅ Ҏ Ӥ ᴂ Ὴ ԓ

῝ɼ ɼЃ3ɼЄ

ᴂ ᴂ Ὴ ԓ

ṢЇ ᴂ ɼ Ғ׃׃ Ғ

Жӈ ЇЃ5Ї9 љ 10ЇЄ

Ὴ ɼ ῝ Ӏ ҅ ҹ

ᴂЇЃ ҅ 17ЇЄ ῝ ԓӀ ῴ ɼ ᴂ

ԓ ῝ɼ

Їא ᴂ ֩ Ӏ ҅ ⅎɼ

ҿ Ї Ғ Ὴ֩ɼאқ қ

ЖᵜӀש Ї ᴂ Ὴ֩ɼ ᴂ֩

ṢЇ ԓ Ὴ֩ɼň Ὴ֩

҅ ῝ ɼ

╦҅ Ҏ ԋЇ └

ɼň Їא ᴂӈ ӐҐ֩ Ӏ ᵲ

ɼᵜ Ṣ └Ї ɼ

ҿ ᴂ Ӏ ӐҐЇ⌡ָӤ Ғ ᴰ

ᴂ ᵲ־Ӎɼ ᴂӤ ᴂЇל ᴂ ֩

ɼ ЇלᴂӤ Ї Ӑ ɼ ᴂ

֩ Ї ָ Ԑɼ

ᵜ ҅ Ӏ ɼ ⌡ָ ᴰ ᴂ҅

֩ Ӏ ɼ ῝ЇᵲҎ҅

Ὴ ɼ

ᴂ ֩ Ӏ ᵲ Ї Ғᴰ

ᵲ ᴂ Ὴ֩ɼň ᴂ֩ Ї

ɼ ᴂ Ὴ ԓ ṢЇ

ᴂ ɼЃ ╦ӫ Ї҅ɔ῏ ҅

ɔ῍ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї ҅ Ж ӫ

Ї ԑ ԑ ԑ ɼ

In 1 Peter 1:13 Peter…charges us to set our hope perfectly on the grace. 
This hope is the living hope obtained through regeneration (v. 3). We need 
to set our living hope perfectly on the grace that is being brought to us at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. Surely this grace is not merely unmerited favor. It 
refers to the salvation of the soul (vv. 5, 9-10), which will be the consummation 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȢ 'ÒÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ɉ*ÏÈÎ 
1:17). It will be consummated by His second coming. On such grace we should 
set our hope.

Whatever we enjoy of the Lord today is, comparatively speaking, a small 
portion. In the Bible this is called the foretaste; it is not yet the full taste. This 
age is an age of foretaste. But when the Lord Jesus comes back, we will enjoy the 
full taste. While we are enjoying the foretaste, we set our hope on the coming 
full taste…The coming full taste will be the consummation of this unique grace.

Toward the end of 1 Peter 1:13 Peter speaks of the revelation, [the unveiling] 
of Jesus Christ…At present, we are enjoying the Lord Jesus as a foretaste under 
the veil. But the time is coming when the veil will be taken away.

Because we are under a veil with the Lord, others may not be able to 
understand what we are doing. We may try to tell them that we are enjoying 
Christ. However, they may say that this is nonsense. Our enjoyment is concealed, 
and others who do not share the same experience cannot know anything about it. 
But one day the Lord Jesus will be revealed. Then others will be able to understand 
that we have been enjoying the Lord Jesus. This revelation will be the coming 
grace as the consummation of the full salvation of the Triune God.

If we are not enjoying the Lord Jesus as the foretaste, we will not have the 
hope that He will be revealed as our full taste…When we enjoy the foretaste, we 
have such a hope. We need to set our hope perfectly on the grace being brought 
to us at the revelation, the unveiling, of Jesus Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 
89-90)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 11; CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, 
“Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” chs. 22—24
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֒ Ɍ

╦ԑ 19 љ 21Ņָ
Ї ‍ Ӑ Ї ɼňᵶᴂ

Ї ӈ ɼᵶᴂ
ҿ Ї Ӥҿᵶᴂ Ї ᵶᴂ Ґ
Ї ᵶᴂ ɼņ

Ї ᴂ Ї ‍
Ӑ Ї ‍ Ӑ Ї ӈ ɼ ╦ԑ

Ӣ Ņ ņЇ Ї ῝Ж
ᴂ ꜠Їװ ᴂ Ҳ Їᶕ

ᴂ ԐҿָЇ ָғ ҲЇ ɻ
ɼЃ20ɼЄЃ ╦ӫ Їԑɔ҈ ɼЄ

Їʍ ╦ԑ19Їʎ Ӥ ᵲЕ

ҿ ɼ Ї ғ ῗ Ж

҅үḪ ғ ְ ֢ ҲЇ

Ԛɻ ɼ

Ґ Ї ╦ԑ Ӣ └ ‍ Ӑ Ї

ҒḪ Ӏָ ꜘ Їלᴂ ḪӀӐׄ

ָ ҏ ɻ ᴂɼЃҎל 14 љ

18Ї 12 љ 16ɼЄ

֙ └ ᴂ Ҳ Ԑҿ

ָɼ Ԑҿָ ɼẐ ᴂ

Ї ᴰᶕ Ї

Ὶ ғ ᴂ ְЇ ⌡ ғ ɻ ῗ

ҏɼň Ї ᴰ ҿ

WEEK 5 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:19-21 For this is grace, if anyone, because of a consciousness 
of God, bears sorrows by suffering unjustly…If, while doing good and 

you may follow in His steps.

If, due to our consciousness of God, we are willing to bear sorrows and 
suffer unjustly, that is, suffer unjust treatment, this is grace. The Greek word 
rendered “grace” in 1 Peter 2:19 is charis, referring here to the motivation of 
the divine life within us and its expression in our living, which becomes in our 
behavior gracious and acceptable in the eyes of both man and God (v. 20). (Life-
study of 1 Peter, pp. 172-173)

Today’s Reading

A consciousness of God [1 Pet. 2:19] can also be rendered “for conscience 
toward God” and is the consciousness of our relation to God. It indicates that 
a believer is living in an intimate fellowship with God, that he has and keeps a 
conscience toward God that is both good and pure.

According to the context, the unjust suffering spoken of in 1 Peter 2:19 
ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÉÎПÌÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÓ 
opposed and persecuted their believing servants because of their Christian 
testimony (3:14-18; 4:12-16).

These verses speak about our behavior in our daily life as Christians. The 
Christian life is a matter of behavior. Suppose we did not have the divine life 
×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÕÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÍÁËÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÎ 
relation to our in-laws, and particularly, to the mother-in-law…For both a 
ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ Á ×ÉÆÅȟ Á ÍÏÔÈÅÒȤÉÎȤÌÁ× ÃÁÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȢ &ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ 
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‟ɼҿ Ї ָ Ї Ғғ ɻ

ᵥ ɼ

ӈ Ї ᴂ ָЇ
ᴂ Ӎ Ї Ҳדᴰ ҹ

ɼň Ӎ ἥЇלᴂӐ ɻ
ү ɻӥ ɻ ɻ ᴰדᴰ Ғ ɼҍ
ᴰ ל Ԑ Ї Ӥᴰ ɼ Ї

ᴰ ӥ ү Їҍ Ӥᴰ ל ɼ
Їװ ɻү ɻӥ ɻ ɻ ᴰ

֒ү Їלᴂᴰ ɼ ᶕ
Ї ɻ ָЇ

‟Ӥ ɼ Ṣלᴂᴰ ‟
Ї ᴰ Ԏ ɼṡ Ṣ Ї
ᴰ ‟Ὴ Ғ ɻҒ ɼ

Ғ Ғ ‟ɼ

ᵜẐ Ї
ɼ ɻү ɻӥ ɻ ᴰҏ Ғ
Ї ῝ ꜠ ԑָɼҒᵜ Ї
῝ ᴂל Ҳɼṡ ְ
ᴂל Ї ᴰ ɻ ɻ

ɼ ῝ɼ

ň ЇŅ ňӈ ῝ɼņЃ ɼЄ
ל ᴂЇ ᴂ Ґ ɼ ῝ғ

ῗɼᴑᵫְָ Ҏ҅ ᵲҿ Ḫה῝
₴ Ї ῝Ї ָ ԋ

ɼ ‍ Ӑ Ҳ Ҏ҅ ᵲ
῝Ї ҿ ┼ ɼ Ї ᴂ Ғװ Ї
Ņ ῝Їņ ЇŅ ┼ɼņ

ӐҎ҅ ᵲ ῝ ЇҒ ῝ŀ
ӈ ┼ɼЃ ╦ӫ Їԑɔ҈
ԑɔӢɻԑ҅῍ ɼЄ

Е ╦ӫ Ї Ӣ ԑ ɼ

reason, humanly speaking, it is better that a married couple not have a mother-
in-law live with them.

The point here is that if we are those without the divine life, we will face 
problems in our married life, no matter how much we may love one another…
No matter how much alike a husband and a wife may be, there will be 
differences between them regarding temper, disposition, habit, background, and 
understanding. The husband will have his way of viewing things, and the wife 
will have hers. Likewise, the wife will have her habits and disposition, and the 
ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÉÓȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ПÉÖÅ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÉÎÇ 
factors of temper, disposition, habit, background, and way of understanding. This 
will be the situation even if the husband and wife love each other very much 
ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÒÅПÉÎÅÄȟ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ПÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ 
intolerable and will quarrel with one another. If a mother-in-law is visiting at 
ÓÕÃÈ Á ÔÉÍÅȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ПÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÌÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÕÎÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÂÌÅȢ 
She would not even want to observe such an ungracious situation.

But suppose a husband and wife both have the divine life and live according 
to this life. In spite of the differences in temper, disposition, habit, background, 
and understanding, grace inwardly motivates both the husband and the wife. 
Furthermore, this grace is expressed in their living. If the mother-in-law of 
ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÏÒ ×ÉÆÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇȟ ÓÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ПÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓȟ 
pleasant, and acceptable. This is grace.

Peter…says, “This is grace.” Then he tells us that Christ has left us a 
model. The grace and the model are closely related. When anyone observes 
the expression of the Triune God as grace from within a believer and 
recognizes that this is grace, there is an indication that this one has become 
a xerox copy of Christ, the model. To express the Triune God as grace in the 
midst of unjust suffering is to become a reproduction of Christ. Therefore, 
instead of saying, “This is grace,” it is possible to say, “This is a reproduction 
of Christ.” The manner of life that expresses the processed Triune God as 
grace is not only grace—it is a reproduction of Christ. (Life-study of 1 Peter, 
pp. 173-174, 182)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 19—20
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֒ Ɍ ֒

╦Ҏ 7Ņňᵲҍ ň ʍ ʎ
ⅎ Ї ҿ ғᵶ҅ Ӑ ɼņ

10Ņ ָ Ї ᶱ
Їᵲ ῝ ɼņ

֒ 5Ņň ἄ ָЇ ָɼņ

Ӥ └ Ӑ Ї Ḫ ЇҒ −
Ї ɼЃ ╦Ҏ 7ɼЄ ḪӀ ᾤ

ᴂל Ї ᴂЇ ҿ
Ї ҅ Ӑ ɼň ӈ Ҏ҅
ᵲ ᴂ Ї ᴂ Їᵲ ᴂ ֥ҟɼ

῝Їʍ 10Їʎ ῝
ҵ Ї ᴂ ᶱ ɼᵶᶱ ҅ ῝Ї

ᶱ ᵶ ҅ ῝ɼЃ ҅ӢӢ
҅ӢӢ҈ ҅ῳЇ֒ɔ῍ ֒ɔӢ ɼЄ

῝ӈ ᴂ ‟ Ғ ɼᶡ Ї

῝ᴰ ᵶ Ї ה Ї ⸗ Ї

Ғ ɼᵶ Їᵶ ῝ Ғᴰἥ ⸗

ɼ Їᵶ ᾟ Ї Ғᴰ֩ ғᾟ

ῗ ҅ ῝ɼ Ї ᴂ ῝ϼ

╦֒ ֒ Ї ᴂᴭָ Ї
װ ɼň Ӄ ⌡ָӐҏЇ ҙ

⌡ָ ָɼ ᴂҒ ἄЇ ҙ
⌡ָӐҏЇ װ ɼЃ ╦

ӫ Ї҈ɻҎ֒῏ Ҏ֒҈ ɼЄ

WEEK 5 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 3:7 Husbands…assigning honor to them as also to fellow heirs of 
the grace of life…

4:10 Each one, as he has received a gift, ministering it among yourselves 
as good stewards of the varied grace of God.

5:5 …God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Peter also speaks of the grace of life that is the inheritance of all the 
believers, whether strong or weak (1 Pet. 3:7). Peter teaches the believing 
brothers to love and to sympathize with their wives because the wives as the 
weaker vessels are fellow heirs of the grace of life…This life is the Triune God 
Himself as our life, living in us to be our inheritance.

The varied grace of God [1 Pet. 4:10]…indicates the riches of the grace of 
God in its varieties ministered by the saints to one another. You minister to me 
one variety of grace, and I minister to you another variety. (CWWL, 1994-1997, 
vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 404)

Today’s Reading

Grace varies according to our situation and environment. For example, it will 
vary according to the kind of wife you have, whether she is naturally submissive 
ÏÒ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔȢ )Æ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÓÈÅ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔȢ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ 
of grace related to children. Oh, we all need to know this varied grace!

In 1 Peter 5:5 Peter says that all of us should gird ourselves with humility 
toward one another…God resists the one who lifts himself above others and 
regards himself as better than others. Instead of being proud and showing 
ourselves above others, we should gird ourselves with the apron of humility. 
(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 5-6, 295-296)
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Pride is an attribute of our fallen nature by birth. God has His attributes, 
ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒÓȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÆÁÌÌÅÎ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÓÕÃÈȟ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 
attribute we have is pride. Who is not proud? Whoever is not proud is good 
for nothing. In the Lord’s work, however, we must try our best to guard 
against pride.

Even with Paul, the Lord was wary of an exceeding exaltation of himself, 
ÓÏ (Å ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÔÈÏÒÎ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ПÌÅÓÈ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÔÁÎ ɉς #ÏÒȢ ρςȡχɊȢ #ÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ 
the thorn, Paul entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from him. 
.ÅÖÅÒÔÈÅÌÅÓÓȟ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ-Ù ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȱ ɉÖȢ ωɊȢ 4ÈÅ 
Lord seemed to be saying, “Paul, I will not remove the thorn, because My grace 
ÉÓ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÇÒÁÃÅȢȱ

Pride means destruction…Always remember that humility saves you from all 
kinds of destruction and invites God’s grace for you. God resists the proud but 
gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). If you are humble, grace comes. If you 
are proud, grace goes away; you have hindered grace. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 5, 
Ȱ(Ï× ÔÏ "Å Á #ÏȤ×ÏÒËÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ %ÌÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ (Ï× ÔÏ &ÕÌПÉÌÌ 4ÈÅÉÒ /ÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ ÐÐȢ 
271-273)

Peter speaks of the all grace by which God, who has called the believers 
into His eternal glory, perfects, establishes, strengthens, and grounds them 
through their sufferings (1 Pet. 5:10). The all grace is the perfecting grace, 
establishing grace, strengthening grace, and grounding grace. God perfects, 
establishes, strengthens, and grounds us by grace through the channel of 
sufferings. Because of my weakness, nearly every day is a suffering day for 
me. But God has perfected, established, strengthened, and grounded me 
through sufferings.

Some kinds of so-called grace are untrue; they are false. In 1 Peter 5:12 
there is the true grace of God that is the all grace of God in verse 10, into which 
the believers should enter and in which they should stand. (CWWL, 1994-1997, 
vol. 1, “Crystallization-study of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 405)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 22—23, 27, 33—34; CWWL, 
ρωωτȤρωωχȟ ÖÏÌȢ υȟ Ȱ(Ï× ÔÏ "Å Á #ÏȤ×ÏÒËÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ %ÌÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ (Ï× ÔÏ &ÕÌПÉÌÌ 
Their Obligations,” chs. 3—4
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WEEK 5 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and unto the day of eternity. 
Amen.

Eph. 2:7 That He might display in the ages to come the surpassing riches 
of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Second Peter 3:18 says that we need to grow in grace. Grace is God 
Himself with divinity processed through incarnation, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. All these elements of grace are within us to be one with us. Grace is 
God Himself as our life to be one with us, to save us, to make His home in us, 
and to be formed in us. We need to grow in such a grace for His glory today 
and unto the day of eternity. Second Peter 3:18 is the concluding word of the 
apostle Peter’s writings, indicating that whatever he has written is of, in, by, 
and through the grace of God. (CWWL, 1994-1997, vol. 1, “Crystallization-study 
of the Epistle to the Romans,” p. 460)

Today’s Reading

The consummation of the believers’ experience of the grace of God in His 
economy is the church as the Body of Christ (Eph. 1:6-8, 22-23). How is the 
Body of Christ produced? We were fallen sinners, but Christ came and shed His 
blood to redeem us back into Himself. Christ is the sphere and element of our 
salvation. The precious blood of Christ redeemed us back into Himself as the 
sphere and element. In Christ we enjoy His element, and with His element we 
have been made God’s precious possession. Ephesians 1:22-23 shows us that 
the power that God caused to operate in Christ raised Him from the dead so 
that He might transcend the world and ascend to the heavenlies, being seated 
at the right hand of God, crushing the enemy, having all things subjected under 
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His feet, and thus being given to be the Head over all things. Such power is “to 
the church,” that is, transmitted to the church. The church as His Body receives 
the transmission of this power. Since the Head has this power, the Body also 
receives the transmission of this power. It is in this way that the Body of Christ 
is produced.

The product of the grace in God’s economy is a poem (2:10a). The heavens, 
the earth, and man, which were created by God, are not God’s poem. Rather, 
the church, the Body of Christ, is God’s poem. The product of the grace in 
God’s economy is a poem to exhibit the surpassing riches of the grace in God’s 
economy (v. 7)…Grace is rich, abounding, multiplying, and increasing. On the 
one hand, we are to exhibit the rich grace of God, and on the other hand, we 
are to carry out what God foreordained. These good works [v. 10] must be the 
doing of His will that we may live the church life and bear the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.

To the apostle Paul, all things were like refuse, and grace was God in 
Christ. It was by grace, the Lord whom he experienced, that he labored for 
the Lord more abundantly than all the apostles. Like Paul, we should take 
the processed and consummated Triune God as grace in our living and work 
today. Our total living should be like this, not just doing some proper things 
or good things. In such a total living, it is altogether not a matter of being 
right or wrong or of doing good or evil; it is altogether in the sphere of the 
processed Triune God. In such a living we take only life as the principle. 
Whatever is of life, that is what God wants; whatever is not of life, that is what 
God rejects. This life is the rich grace with God the Father as the substance, 
God the Son as the element, and God the Spirit as the essence; this life is God 
coming to be our grace. This is the living that we should have. May the Lord 
be merciful to us and bless us that we may live such a life so that eventually 
we can experience the consummation of the grace of God in His economy. 
(CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in His Economy,” pp. 
335-336, 342-343)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1991-1992, vol. 2, “The Law and Grace of God in 
His Economy,” chs. 2, 4
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2. God is incarnate in the flesh that we 

Him may receive, experience ourself; 

This is the grace which we receive of God, 

Which comes thru Christ and which is Christ Himself. 
 

3. Paul the Apostle counted all as dung, 

’Twas only God in Christ he counted grace; 

’Tis by this grace—the Lord experienced— 

That he surpassed the others in the race. 
 

4. It is this grace—Christ as our inward strength— 

Which with His all-sufficiency doth fill; 

It is this grace which in our spirit is, 

There energizing, working out God’s will. 
 

5. This grace, which is the living Christ Himself, 

Is what we need and must experience; 

Lord, may we know this grace and by it live, 

Thyself increasingly as grace to sense. 
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points: 
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Week Six

Partakers of the Divine Nature and the Development 
of the Divine Life and the Divine Nature 

for a Rich Entrance into the Eternal Kingdom

Hymns: 1211

Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 1:1, 3-11; 3:18

§ Day 1

I.	 As those who have received equally precious faith, we, 
the believers in Christ, should be partakers of the divine 
nature—2 Pet. 1:4:

A.	The divine nature refers to what God is, that is, the riches, the elements, 
and the constituents of God's being—John 4:24; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16.

B.	The divine life and the divine nature are inseparable; the divine nature 
is the substance of the divine life and is within the divine life—1:1-2; 
5:11-13.

C.	As the children of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the 
life and nature of God, and belonging to the species of God—3:1; John 
1:12-13:

1.	At our regeneration, another nature was imparted into us; this is the nature 
of God, the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4.

2.	Because the divine nature is in the divine life, the divine life with which we 
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were born again has the divine nature within it—John 3:3, 5-6, 15.

3.	Whoever believes into the Son of God is born of God and has the right to 
become a child of God; thus, a believer has the right to partake of, to enjoy, 
the nature of God—1:12-13.

D.	A partaker of the divine nature is one who enjoys the divine nature and 
participates in the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4:

1.	To partake of the divine nature is to enjoy what God is; to be a partaker 
of the divine nature is to be a partaker of the riches, the elements, and the 
constituents of God's being—1 Pet. 1:8.

2.	If we would be partakers of the divine nature, we need to live by the 
divine life within which is the divine nature—John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 
6:57b.

§ Day 2
E.	We enjoy the riches of the divine nature through God's precious and 

exceedingly great promises—2 Cor. 12:9; Matt. 28:20b; Eph. 3:20.
F.	Being a partaker of the divine nature has a condition—that we escape the 

corruption which is in the world by lust; we need to live in the cycle of 
escaping and partaking and of partaking and escaping—2 Pet. 1:4.

G.	If we enjoy God and partake of the riches of His being, we will be 
constituted with the divine nature, becoming the same as God in life and 
nature but not in the Godhead and expressing Him in all that we are and 
do—v. 3.

H.	As we partake of the divine nature, enjoying all that God is, the riches 
of the divine nature will be fully developed, as described in verses 5 
through 7.

§ Day 3
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II.	 We need to experience the development of the divine life 
and the divine nature contained in the divine seed that has 
been sown into us so that we may have a rich entrance into 
the eternal kingdom—vv. 1, 4-11:

A.	We have been allotted the wonderful equally precious faith, and this faith 
is an all-inclusive seed—v. 1:

1.	All the divine riches are in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop 
them; to grow to maturity is to develop what we already have—vv. 1-8; 
3:18.

2.	By developing these virtues, we grow in life, and eventually we will reach 
maturity, be full of Christ, and be qualified and equipped to be kings in the 
coming kingdom—Eph. 4:13-15; Col. 2:19; 2 Pet. 1:11.

3.	We need to have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith, 
through the roots of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the 
branches of endurance and godliness, to the blossom and fruit of brotherly 
love and love—vv. 5-7.

B.	To supply virtue in faith is to develop virtue—the energy of the divine life 
issuing in vigorous action—in the exercise of the equally precious faith; 
this faith needs to be exercised so that the virtue of the divine life may be 
developed in the succeeding steps and reach maturity—v. 5a.

C.	Virtue needs the bountiful supply of the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord; the knowledge that we should develop in our virtue includes 
the knowledge of God and of our Savior, the knowledge of God's economy, 
the knowledge of what faith is, and the knowledge of the divine power, 
glory, virtue, nature, and life—v. 5b.

D.	Self-control is the exercise of control and restraint over one's self in its 
passions, desires, and habits; such self-control needs to be exercised in 
knowledge for the proper growth in life—v. 6a.
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E.	To exercise endurance is to bear with others and with circumstances—v. 6b.
F.	Godliness is a living that is like God and that expresses God—v. 6c.

§ Day 4 & Day 5
G.	Brotherly love (philadelphia) is brotherly affection, a love characterized 

by delight and pleasure; in godliness, which is the expression of God, this 
love needs to be supplied for the brotherhood, for our testimony to the 
world, and for the bearing of fruit—v. 7a; 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; Gal. 6:10; John 
13:34-35; 15:16-17.

H.	The ultimate development of the divine nature within us is love—agape, 
the Greek word used in the New Testament for the divine love, which God 
is in His nature—2 Pet. 1:7b; 1 John 4:8, 16:

1.	Our brotherly love needs to be developed further into a nobler and higher 
love—2 Pet. 1:7b.

2.	In our enjoyment of the divine nature, we need to let the divine seed of the 
allotted faith develop to its consummation in the divine and nobler love—vv. 
5-7.

3.	When we partake of the divine nature to the uttermost, we are filled with God 
as love, and we become persons of love, even love itself—Eph. 3:19.

§ Day 6
I.	 To develop the spiritual virtues in the divine life and thus to advance in 

the growth of the divine life makes God's calling and selection of us firm—
2 Pet. 1:10.

J.	 We should be diligent to pursue the growth and development of the divine life 
and divine nature for a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom—vv. 10-11:

1.	The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life and 
divine nature (vv. 3-7) will bountifully supply us a rich entrance into the 
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eternal kingdom of our Lord.

2.	This supply will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom by all 
the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent virtues (energy) 
unto the splendid glory of God—v. 3; 1 Pet. 5:10.

3.	Apparently, it is we who enter into the eternal kingdom; actually, the 
entrance into the eternal kingdom is supplied to us richly through our growth 
in life and through the development of the divine life within us.
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WEEK 6 — DAY 1
Morning Nourishment

John 1:12-13 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority 
to become children of God, to those who believe into His name, who were 
begotten…of God.

2 Pet. 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly 
great promises that through these you might become partakers of the 
divine nature…

The divine nature refers to what God is, that is, the riches, the elements, 
and the constituents of God’s being (John 4:24; 1 John 1:5; 4:8, 16). The 
divine nature, which mainly refers to the constitution of the divine life, the 
constitution of God, is constituted with Spirit, love, and light…As the children 
of God, we are God-men, born of God, possessing the life and nature of God, 
and belonging to the species of God (3:1; John 1:12-13). At our regeneration, 
another nature was imparted into us; this is the nature of God, the divine 
nature. Because the divine nature is in the divine life, the divine life with 
which we were born again has the divine nature within it (3:3, 5-6,15). 
Whoever believes into the Son of God is born of God and has the right to 
become a child of God; thus, a believer has the right to partake of, to enjoy, 
the nature of God (1:12-13). (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 
3932-3933)

Today’s Reading

The greatest blessing in the universe is that we can partake of God’s 
nature…We are partaking of the divine elements of God’s being…If we would 
be partakers of the divine nature, we need to live by the divine life within 
which is the divine nature (John 1:4; 10:10; 11:25; 6:57b). We live the divine 
life by God’s promises. In order that we may enjoy all that He is, God will do 
many things for us according to His promises…Although we received the 
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divine life at the time we believed, the divine nature must be continually 
enjoyed by us.

Since we have the divine nature, we do not need outward regulations to 
adjust our hair, clothes, and behavior. Any adjustments that we make should 
be made according to the divine nature within…Every newborn child has 
the human nature. While little babies do not have any knowledge of outward 
regulations, they still have the human nature that regulates what they eat. You 
do not need to teach them about sweet and bitter because they have the human 
nature with its human taste…We [Christians] have the divine nature with a 
divine taste. We must live a life that matches the divine nature within us.

Since we have the life of God, we also have the nature of God. The emphasis 
on life is on the capacity to live, and the emphasis on nature is on the 
inclination of our living. We desire to be heavenly because the nature of God, 
the inclination of God, is heavenly. We desire to be holy because God’s nature 
and inclination are holy. We feel uneasy when we are proud, and we feel 
comfortable when we are humble because this is the nature and inclination of 
God. We feel uneasy when we take advantage of others and very happy when 
we share with others, because this is God’s nature and inclination…If we realize 
that the divine nature within us has a particular taste, we will see that it is easy 
to be freed from the world and not love sin and evil. God is in us not only as our 
life but also as our nature. Within us He is the capacity to live, and He has also 
become our taste in our living. His life and nature in us make it very easy for us 
not to love the world and to overcome sins and evil.

The way to enlarge the sphere of the divine nature within us is to take the 
word of Christ not only by reading but also by praying, singing, psalming, and 
thanking the Lord (Col. 3:16). If the word of Christ is to dwell in us richly, we 
need to open our entire being and exercise our spirit. Then the word of Christ 
will enter into us, stir us up, and become mingled with us, causing us to be 
one with the Lord in an actual and practical way. As a result, the sphere of the 
divine nature in us will be enlarged. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 
3934-3937)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msgs. 1—4
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WEEK 6 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:3 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things which 
relate to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who has 
called us by His own glory and virtue.

weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that 
the power of Christ might tabernacle over me.

Peter…says that God has called us by His own glory and virtue…
Knowing our need for assurance, encouragement, and strength, God has 
given us precious and exceedingly great promises. An example of these 
promises is the Lord’s word to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9…This promise 
×ÁÓ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ 0ÁÕÌ ÔÏ ÅÎÁÂÌÅ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÓÕÆÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÏÒÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÌÅÓÈȢ )Î ÏÒÄÅÒ 
ÔÏ ÂÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȰÔÈÏÒÎȟȱ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÓÕÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ 
illustration of the fact that we need many promises to help us reach the 
goal of God’s glory and virtue.

We cannot reach the high goal of God’s glory and virtue by ourselves. For 
this, we need the Lord. Because we do not know what lies ahead of us, God has 
given us precious promises. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 40-41)

Today’s Reading

'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÇÒÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÐÒÅÃÉÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÅØÃÅÅÄÉÎÇÌÙ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃ 
purpose. His purpose is that through these promises we may become partakers 
of the divine nature [2 Pet. 1:4]. Through the precious and exceedingly great 
promises, we, the believers in Christ, have become partakers of His divine 
nature in an organic union with Him. In Acts 2 and 3 Peter and the other 
disciples surely were partaking of the divine nature. It is no wonder then that 
when others looked at the disciples, they saw the expression of God. Because 
the disciples enjoyed God and partook of God, they were constituted of God.
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This should also be our experience today. If we enjoy God and partake of 
Him, we will be constituted of Him. Of course, we will never become God in the 
sense of attaining to the Godhead or becoming an object of worship. However, 
we may be thoroughly constituted of God’s nature.

We all are constituted physically of the food we eat…In like manner, we may 
become so constituted of God that we express God in all that we are and do. We 
may even give off a divine fragrance. If we partake of God day by day, eventually, 
we will partake of Him unconsciously. When others contact us, they will see in 
us the expression of the Triune God.

My desire is that all the saints in the Lord’s recovery would be fully 
saturated with the nature of God. The more we are saturated with God, the 
more we will express Him.

To be a partaker of the divine nature is to be a partaker of the elements, the 
ingredients, of God’s being. When we partake of God, the aspects of what God 
is become our enjoyment. We partake of His righteousness, holiness, kindness, 
love, and compassion. This is to enjoy the constituents of the divine nature. 
God’s purpose in giving us the precious and exceedingly great promises is that 
we may become partakers of the divine nature.

In 2 Peter 1:4 there is a condition for becoming partakers of the divine 
nature: it is “having escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.” The 
more we escape this corruption, the more we will enjoy the nature of God. 
Likewise, the more we partake of the divine nature, the more we will escape 
the corruption that is in the world by lust. This is a cycle…I can testify that 
because this cycle of partaking and escaping works within me in a strong, rapid 
×ÁÙȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ ) ÐÁÒÔÁËÅ 
of the divine nature, and this divine nature strengthens me to stay away from 
corruption. Then the more I stay away from the corruption of the world, the 
more I enjoy the riches of the divine nature. This is the experience of God’s 
economy. What we have in 1:1-4 is actually a full picture of our enjoyment of 
God’s economy. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 42-43)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 5
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WEEK 6 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:5-6 And for this very reason also, adding all diligence, supply 
bountifully in your faith virtue; and in virtue, knowledge; and in 
knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, endurance; and in endurance, 
godliness.

The Greek word rendered “adding” [2 Pet. 1:5] literally means “bringing in 
beside.” Beside, along with, the precious and exceedingly great promises given 
to us by God, we should bring in all diligence to cooperate with the enabling of 
the dynamic divine nature for the carrying out of God’s promises.

What the divine power has given us in 1:3 and 4 is developed in verses 
5 through 7. To supply virtue in faith is to develop virtue in the exercise of 
faith. The same principle applies to all the other items. The word supply here 
actually means “develop.” Peter is telling us to develop what we already have. 
We have faith, and now in our faith we need to develop virtue. (Life-study of 2 
Peter, p. 45)

Today’s Reading

The faith Peter mentions in 2 Peter 1:5 is the equally precious faith allotted 
to us by God (v. 1) as the common portion of the New Testament blessing of life 
for the initiation of the Christian life. This faith needs to be exercised that the 
virtue of the divine life may be developed in the succeeding steps and reach 
maturity. Faith in 2 Peter 1 may be compared to a seed…In chapter 1 of 1 Peter 
the seed is the word with Christ in it as life. Now in 2 Peter 1 this seed becomes 
our faith, which, no doubt, is the equally precious faith. This precious faith is 
one with Christ as the seed.

After a seed has been sown in the soil, it needs to be developed. The principle 
is the same with the development of the seed of faith. In our faith we need to 
develop virtue. Literally, the Greek word for virtue means “excellency.” It denotes 
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the energy of the divine life, which issues in vigorous action. If faith is regarded 
as the seed, virtue may be considered a root that comes out of this seed.

In 1:5 Peter also tells us to supply “in virtue, knowledge.” Virtue, the 
vigorous action, needs the bountiful supply of the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord (vv. 2, 3, 8) regarding the all things that relate to the divine life 
and godliness and the partaking of the divine nature (vv. 3-4) for our enjoyment 
in the subsequent development. The knowledge that we should develop in 
our virtue includes the knowledge of God and of our Savior, the knowledge of 
God’s economy, the knowledge of what faith is, and the knowledge of the divine 
power, glory, virtue, nature, and life. Actually, this is the knowledge of all things 
related to life and godliness…I believe that knowledge also is a primary root 
that develops out of the seed of faith. With virtue and knowledge we have the 
growth of the seed.

Self-control [v. 6], or temperance, is the exercise of control and restraint over 
one’s self in its passions, desires, and habits. Once we have acquired knowledge, 
it is easy for us to become proud. For this reason we need to develop in our 
knowledge self-control. Self-control implies restriction. As a tree grows, the 
roots spread out, but the trunk grows upward in a rather restricted manner.

Self-control is to deal with ourselves; endurance is to bear with others and 
with circumstances. In order to live a proper Christian life, we need endurance 
toward those around us and also toward our environment and circumstances.

In our endurance we need to develop godliness. Godliness is a living that 
is like God and that expresses God. As we exercise control over our self and 
bear with others and with circumstances, godliness needs to be developed in 
our spiritual life, that we may be like God and express Him. If faith is the seed, 
virtue and knowledge the roots, and self-control the trunk, then endurance and 
godliness are the branches. Here we see a rather full development: out of the 
seed come the roots, the trunk, and the branches. Eventually, in verse 7 we see 
brotherly love and love as the blossom and the fruit. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 
45-47)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 6
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WEEK 6 — DAY 4
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:7 And in godliness, brotherly love; and in brotherly love, love.

1 Pet. 3:8 And finally be all of the same mind, sympathetic, loving the 
brothers, tenderhearted, humble-minded.

The Greek word rendered “brotherly love” is philadelphia, composed of 
phileo, “to have affection for,” and adelphos, “a brother”; hence, brotherly 
affection, a love characterized by delight and pleasure.

The Greek word for love in 2 Peter 1:7 is agape, the word used in the 
New Testament for the divine love, which God is in His nature (1 John 4:8, 
16). It is nobler than phileo, human love. It adorns all the qualities of the 
Christian life…It is stronger in ability and greater in capacity than human 
love (Matt. 5:44, 46), yet a believer who lives by the divine life (2 Pet. 1:3) 
and partakes of the divine nature (v. 4) can be saturated with it and express 
it in full. Such a love needs to be developed in brotherly love to govern it 
ÁÎÄ ПÌÏ× ÉÎ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ ɉ,ÉÆÅȤÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ ς 
Peter, pp. 47-48)

Today’s Reading

Peter’s thought in [1 Peter 1] is that the full salvation of the Triune God issues 
in holiness and brotherly love. Holiness is related to godliness. Hence, the issue 
of God’s full salvation is the expression of God and the love for the brothers.

In quality and perhaps also in quantity, agape is greater than phileo. 
Sometimes we may love the brothers in a narrow, limited way with a certain 
amount of brotherly love. In our love we may have preferences and love certain 
brothers more than others…Because Peter was experienced and knew the 
situation among the saints, he did not stop with brotherly love but went on 
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to speak of love, of agape, the deep and noble love with which God the Father 
loves all mankind, both believers and sinners.

In Matthew 5:44-47 the Lord Jesus said, “I say to you, Love your enemies, 
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may become sons of your 
Father who is in the heavens, because He causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good and sends rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
the same?…” As God sends rain upon both the just and the unjust, so we 
should love not only our brothers but also our enemies. It does not take much 
strength or energy for someone to love his own brother. But it does take a 
special strength and energy to love our enemies. We all need to have this 
noble love.

In the church life we may prefer a certain brother whom we regard as nice 
and love him, but we may not appreciate another brother as much. We may 
have love for both brothers, but that love is shallow. Therefore, we need a 
deeper, nobler love [agape]. When we have this kind of love, we love all the 
brothers the same, no matter what kind of brothers they may be.

In 2 Peter 1:5-7 we have the development from faith to love. This development 
includes virtue, knowledge, self-control, endurance, and godliness. Eventually, we 
have the full development and maturity from the seed of faith, through the roots 
of virtue and knowledge, the trunk of self-control, and the branches of endurance 
and godliness, to the blossom and the fruit of brotherly love and love.

In verse 8 Peter goes on to say, “For these things, existing in you and 
abounding, constitute you neither idle nor unfruitful unto the full knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The words these things refer to all the virtues 
covered in verses 5 through 7, from faith to love. Faith, virtue, knowledge, self-
control, endurance, godliness, brotherly love, and love should all exist in us. 
Nevertheless, these are only some of the “all things” that have been granted to 
us by the divine power. We need to see that all these things are included in the 
seed. This seed contains the root, the trunk, the branches, the blossom, and the 
fruit. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 48-49)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 6
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WEEK 6 — DAY 5
Morning Nourishment

1 John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in 
us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in 
him.

Matt. 5:44-45 …Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may become sons of your Father who is in the heavens, 
because He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends rain 
on the just and the unjust.

The brothers and sisters in the church life may love one another, but 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÓÕÐÅÒПÉÃÉÁÌȢ )Î ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÎÏ ÌÉÆÅ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ 
and no “antibiotic” to foster healing. This means that their love is lacking in 
agape. But in Peter’s love for the brothers, there is another element, and this 
element is the divine love, a love that supplies us with wisdom to love the 
brothers in a proper way. Sometimes we love others foolishly, in a way that 
can spoil them. We do not have the wisdom to love them in a way that will 
enable them to receive the life supply and be nourished. God’s love is not only 
nourishing but also contains a spiritual antibiotic that fosters healing and 
prevents illness. If we love the brothers with divine love, we will infuse such 
an antibiotic into them. For example, you may realize that a brother has a 
certain shortage or weakness. You know that teaching or correction will not 
help the brother. This brother needs to be loved with a noble love. If you love 
him with this kind of love, he will receive the life supply and an antibiotic that 
can kill the “germs” within him. In the church life we need to love one another 
with discernment, not foolishly. We need to love the brothers with the high 
purpose of nourishing them and helping them to be healed. (Life-study of 2 
Peter, p. 59)

Today’s Reading
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Matthew 5:45 tells us that God sends rain on both the just and the unjust. 
But He does this with wisdom…He loves them with discernment. Likewise, we 
should not withhold love from the saints. We should love all the brothers, but 
we should love them with discernment [and also] according to a measure or 
within a limitation. If we love a brother excessively, that love may spoil him. We 
need to love him only to a certain extent. But another brother may be in need of 
a greater measure of love. To love others in this way is to love them not merely 
with brotherly affection but also with agape.

Often our brotherly love is dependent on the tide of our emotions…When 
the emotional tide of some brothers is high, they will do almost anything to 
help you. But when the emotional tide is low, they are not willing to help at 
all…That kind of love is not agape. The divine love does not depend on our 
emotional tide. Because this love has its source in the divine life, it does not 
change. We need to learn to love the brothers with this divine love, not with the 
love that depends on the tide of our emotions.

God’s love is consistent. If we love others with this love, we will also be 
consistent. Whenever someone contacts us, we will be the same with respect 
to our love. We will always love others with discernment and according to their 
need. We may realize that one brother needs a certain measure of love. Therefore, 
we will measure out, mete out, that much love to him. But another brother may 
need a different measure of love to meet his need. This is a noble kind of love.

We need to have this divine love in our married life and family life. Peter 
charges the husbands to assign honor to the wife (1 Pet. 3:7). This requires a 
noble love.

It is common for sisters to love their husbands emotionally and without 
discernment or measure. When such a sister is happy or high in her emotion, she 
will love her husband accordingly. But if she is unhappy or angry, she will not love 
him. That kind of love is emotional and does not contain the element of agape. 
However, another sister, with more experience in the Lord, will consistently love her 
husband and children but will always love with a measure and with discernment. 
This kind of love is surely a noble love. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 59-61)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 7
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WEEK 6 — DAY 6
Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:10-11 Therefore, brothers, be the more diligent to make your 
calling and selection firm, for doing these things you shall by no means 
ever stumble. For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly and bountifully supplied to you.

In 2 Peter 1:10 …to be diligent is to develop the spiritual virtues in the 
divine life, to advance in the growth of the divine life. This makes God’s calling 
ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÕÓ ПÉÒÍȢ

If we are diligent to develop the virtues mentioned in verses 5 through 7, we 
×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍȟ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅȟ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȣ3ÏÍÅ ÍÁÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ 
God has chosen them. The reason they have doubt concerning this matter is 
that they lack the virtues listed by Peter. But if we develop these virtues and 
ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÅÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ПÉÒÍȢ &ÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅȟ ÉÎ 
doing these things we will never stumble, because we have been thoroughly 
constituted. (Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 52-53)

Today’s Reading

The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life and 
divine nature…will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom by 
all the riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent virtues (energy) 
unto the splendid glory of God. This is not merely to be saved but, after being 
saved, to pursue the growth and maturity in the divine life and thereby receive 
the kingdom reward.

The eternal kingdom in 2 Peter 1:11 refers to the kingdom of God, which 
was given to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Dan. 7:13-14), and which 
will be manifested at His coming back (Luke 19:11-12). It will be a reward 
to His faithful believers, who pursue the growth in His life unto maturity 
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and the development of the virtues of His nature that in the millennium 
they may participate in His kingship in God’s glory (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4, 
6). To enter thus into the eternal kingdom of the Lord is related to entering 
into God’s eternal glory, to which God has called us in Christ (1 Pet. 5:10; 1 
Thes. 2:12).

Second Peter 1:11 indicates that we may have an entrance richly and bountifully 
supplied into the kingdom of our Lord. However, a good number of Christians 
will not have such an entrance, because they have never built up this entrance 
by developing the divine seed unto maturity. If we are not constituted of the 
divine virtues, we will not be able to build up such an entrance. But if we have the 
development of the divine life and are constituted of the elements of the divine 
nature, a rich and bountiful entrance into the coming kingdom will be supplied to us.

In order to be kings in the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, we need maturity in life. We Christians are destined to be kings in the 
Lord’s kingdom. However, how can someone be a king in the coming kingdom 
if he lacks the maturity in the divine life?…Even if the Lord would want to 
enthrone as a king someone who is not mature, that person would realize that 
he is not able to exercise the kingship. This indicates that even we ourselves 
know that we need to grow to maturity in order to be kings.

According to Peter’s word in 1:5-11, to grow to maturity is to develop 
what we have already received. We have been allotted the wonderful equally 
precious faith, and this faith is an all-inclusive seed. All the divine riches are 
in this seed, but we must be diligent to develop them into virtue. Then we 
need to develop in our virtue knowledge; in knowledge, self-control; in self-
control, endurance; in endurance, godliness; in godliness, brotherly love; and 
in brotherly love, love. By developing these virtues we grow, and eventually, we 
will reach maturity. As a result, we will be full of Christ, and, in Paul’s words, 
we will arrive at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13). 
4ÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÑÕÁÌÉПÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÑÕÉÐÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ËÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ 
(Life-study of 2 Peter, pp. 53-54, 61-62)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Peter, msg. 7
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2. What I never could do God is doing in me, 

  By saying Amen to His Word. 

And the change is so real all the brothers can see, 

  By saying Amen to God’s Word.  

3. I have ceased from my wandering and going astray 

  By saying Amen to God’s Word. 

And my old inclinations are passing away 

  By saying Amen to His Word.  

4. Now the secret of faith in the Lord I can see— 

  It’s saying Amen to His Word. 

He is more real and precious than all things to me 

  By saying Amen to His Word.  

5. Now my love for the brothers abounds more and more 

  By saying Amen to God’s Word. 

And I’m being related as never before 

  By saying Amen to His Word.  

6. Now my hope in the Lord’s soon return groweth bright 

  By saying Amen to His Word. 

I am ready to see Him, my Lord, my delight, 

  By saying Amen to His Word.  

        Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word, 

Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word. 

You are coming again—all my heart says Amen! 

  Lord Jesus, Amen to Your Word! 
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